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A  Discourse  delivered  at  the  Opening  ^f  attained  the  most  elevated  rank  in  literature, 

the  Seesion  1844-45,  tn  the  Theatre  ^  the  following  ealogium  is  pronounced  on  hit 

St,  George'e  Hoepital,  character  : — "  We  have,  indeed,  to  mourn 

such  a  man,  aa  since  medicine  was  first  es- 

Bt  Robert  Lek,  M.D.  F.R.S.  &c.  teemed  an  useful  and  honoured  science,  has 

^___^  rarely  occurred  to  grace  its  annals,  and  who 

will  be  lamented,  so  long  as  any  one  lives 
Gextlbmbn, — In  the  early  part  of  the  last  who  has  experienced  the  advantage  of  his 
century,  Mr.  John  Hunter  resided  with  his  professional  skill,  and  the  affectionate  kind- 
family,  on  a  small  paternal  estate  called  ness  by  which  it  was  accompanied." 
Long  Calderwood,  in  the  pariah  of  Killride,  An  eminent  writer  has  observed,  that 
Lanarkshire.  Five  of  his  children  died  there  were  giants  living  on  the  earth  at 
during  Infancy,  and  his  eldest  son,  James,  the  time  when  John  Hunter  appeared, — 
was  cut  off  by  consumption,  in  1743,  at  the  Albinos,  Haller,  Monro,  Camper,  Cullen, 
age  of  28,  after  displaying  the  most  amiable  Cheselden,  Pott,  and  the  members  of  the 
dispositions,  and  the  greatest  industry  and  French  Academy  of  Surgery.  Though  poor 
talent  as  a  student  of  medicine.  There  re-  and  friendless,  and  wholly  destitute  of  patro- 
mained  after  his  decease  two  sons  and  two  nage,  William  and  John  Hunter  entered 
daughters,  one  of  whom ,  William ,  bom  on  the  boldly  and  successfully  into  competition  with 
23d  May,  1718tbecamethemost consummate  this  formidable  host  of  scientific  men,  and 
anatomist,  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  by  the  unassisted  force  of  their  genius  and 
medical  philosophers,  that  Britain  has  ever  industry,  acquired  a  reputation  which  has 
produced.  He  taught  anatomy,  physiology^  not  yet  "  gathered  all  its  fame,"  but  which, 
and  midwifery  in  London,  with  anparalleled  even  at  the  present  time,  far  surpasses  that 
success,  for  nearly  forty  years,  established  the  of  all  their  illustrious  contemporaries  oom- 
celebrated  school  in  Great  Windmill  Street,  bined.  To  those  who  are  about  to  engage 
from  which  the  school  of  St.  George's  Hos-  in  the  study  of  medicine,  it  must  be  inter- 
pital  emanated,  and  left  to  the  University  of  esting  and  instructive  to  know,  by  what 
Glasgow  at  his  death  in  1783,  the  largest  and  means  the  Hunters  rose  from  the  compara- 
most  valuable  anatomical  and  pathological  tively  obscure  and  humble  station  in  which 
museum  that  had  ever  been  formed.  His  they  were  bom,  to  such  unrivalled  honour, 
younger  brother,  John,  was  born  in  1728,  It  was  the  originality,  the  acute  powers  of 
end  he  became  the  greatest  comparative  ana-  observation  and  reasoning,  the  industry  and 
tomist  uid  surgeon  that  ever  lived.  He  was  learning,  and  the  natural  eloquence  of 
elected  surgeon  to  St.  George's  Ifospital  in  William  Hunter,  which  first  enabled  him  to 
1768,  and  died  in  1793,  near  the  spot  where  establish  his  own  character  as  an  anatomist, 
we  are  now  assembled.  The  sister  of  physiologist,  and  pathologist  of  the  highest 
William  and  John  Hunter,  Dorothea*  was  orde^,  and  thus  to  pave  the  way  for  his  bro- 
the  mother  of  Dr.  Mathew  BaiUie,  physician  ther  John.  William  Hunter  not  only  laid 
to  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  many  years  the  foundation  of  general  pathology,  which 
the  first  physician  in  Loxidon,  whose  Tree-  has  been  cultivated  with  so  much  ardour  and 
tise  on  Morbid  Anatomy  has  long  been  con*  success  during  the  present  century,  but  of 
sidered  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  contribu-  all  those  splendid  discoveries  in  compara- 
tions  to  medical  sdenoe,  and  was  the  first  tive  anatomy,  and  the  absorbent  system, 
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which  were  ma^lebyhis  brother  John  Hunter,    were  additional  incentives  to  the  atrennouf 
and  hj  Hewson  and  Croikshanlc.  exercise  of  hia  faculties,  especially  aa  he  had 

For  the  purpoeci  gentlemen,  of  exciting  the  advantage  of  being  atimnlated  by  the 
yott  to  the  most  hearty,  strenuous,  and  per-  example  of  many  kindred  spirits,  afterwards 
■erering  exertions  in  the  prosecution  of  those  of  great  celebrity  in  letters  and  science — such 
studies  upon  which  you  are  entering  at  the  aa  Dr.  Matbew  Stewart,  one  of  the  greatest 
commencement  of  another  session,  and  to  mathematicians  ofthc  age,  Dr.  John  Douglas, 
set  before  you  a  rare  example  of  the  most  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  and 
noble  and  disinterested  devotedness  to  me-  others  of  ^tinguished  name.  Tlie  very 
dical  science,  which  we  ought  all  to  imitate,  Rev.  and  learned  John  Lee,  D.D.,  Principal 
I  shall  now  endeavour  to  point  out  to  you  oftheUniversityof  Edinburgh,  has  informed 
some  of  those  circumstances  which  prlnci*  me  within  the  last  few  days  of  these  cir- 
pally  contributed  to  form  the  peculiar  cha-  cumstances,  and  likewise  that  at  this  time 
racter  of  the  great  founder  of  our  school,  various  literary  societies  or  clubs  existed  in 
William  Hunter,  and  give  a  brief  outline  of  Glasgow  (under  the  names  of  the  Eleuthe- 
his'most  important  discoveries.  nan,  the  Sopbocardian,  the  Anti-Cappado- 

Being  destined,  like  Boerhaavc,  for  the    cian,  the  Triumpherian)  which  encouraged 
Church,  he  was  sent  by  his  father  to  the    great  freedom  of  discussion,  and  alarmed 
University  of  Glasgow  at  the  age  of  14,    many  serious  persons,  because  they  were 
where  he  spent  five  years  in  the  study  of  the    conceived  to  give  a  loose  to  fancy  and  to 
classics  and  philosophy.     Not  only  did  he    audacious  speculations,  without  being  mo- 
acquire  at  this  early  period  of  life  a  thorough    derated  by  solid  principles.    Woodrow  says^ 
knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,    that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  members  io 
by  which  his  taste  was  refined,  and  all  the    dedaimagahut  reading tanderyuptkinking. 
learning  of  the  ancients  was  brought  within    John  Hunter  was  only  four  years  of  age  at 
his  reach,  but  he  acquired  what  was  of  equal    the  time,  otherwise  we  might  have  inferred 
importance,  the  power  of  writing  the  English    that  he  had  been  among  them ;  but  it  caunot 
language  with  the  greatest  perspicuity  and    be  denied  that  these  associations,  though  not 
force.     So  deeply  was  he  impressed  with  the    universally  guided  by  prudence,  had  a  ten- 
value  of  this  accomplishment,  that  he  was    dency  to  elicit  the  efforts  of  powerful  minds, 
always  accustomed  in  his  lectures  earnestly    and  lead  to  discoveries  which,  but  for  such 
to  recommend  its  attainment  to  his  pupils    excitement,  might  have  been  long  unknown, 
as  one  of  the  principal  means  of  acquiring    Professor  Simson  patronized  some  of  these 
respectability    in   the  medical   profession,    clubs,  and,  indeed,  one  of  them  was  called 
**  Good  language,  good  composition,  good    by  his  name.     Tlie  effect  of  the  system  pur. 
writing  in  every  sense,"  he  said,  **  depends    sued  at  Glasgow  was  allowed  by  men  of  dis- 
Tery  much  on  practice  and  habit.     All  good    cemment,  not  prepossessed  in  favour  of  that 
writers  allow  this.    The  best  of  them  gene-     University,  to  have  been  this — that  ''whereas 
rally  speaking  confess,  that  though  all  their    among  those  who  studied  at  that  time  in 
valuable  works  cost  them  a  great  deal  of    Edinburgh,  a  greater  proportion  rapidly  ob- 
labour,  yet  that  they  found  the  labour  of    tained  a  marked  superiority,  the  character 
being  an  author  become  much  lighter  after    of  the  students  at  Glasgow  in  general  was 
some  practice.     Now  a  student  who  writes    entitled  to  the  credit  of  being  more  steadily 
out  lectures  (from  short  notes)  is  by  that    intent  on  the  pursuit  of  solid  learning,  so 
very  practice  acquiring  a  facility  of  writing    that  there  were  few  instances  of  relaxation 
upon  subjects  in  his  profession;    of  de-    in  the  habits  of  close  application.'' 
scribing  all  sorts  of  natural  and  morbid  ap-        It  was  doubtless  in  a  great  degree  owing 
pearances,  of  reasoning  upon  these,  of  putting    to  this  intellectual  discipline,   this  mentid 
his  thoughts  into  the  most  distinct  order,    culture,  to  the  knowledge  which  William 
and  of  expressing  them  in  the  most  clear    Hunter  then  acquired  of  the  laws  of  evidence 
and  proper  language.    Besides  the  honour   Jtnd  the  rules  of  investigation,  that  through 
which  arises  from  the  character  of  being  a    life  he  would  take  nothing  for  granted — he 
good  writer,  we  observe  in  fact  that  every    examined  every  thing  for  himself — and  that 
man  in  the  profession  who  has  been  a  consi-    no  statements   proceeding  even  from  the 
derable  writer,  has  in  consequence  become  a    highest  authorities  would  he  admit  as  facts, 
considerable  practitioner  likewise,  and  the    until  their  truth  was  clearly  demonstrated : 
public  has  always,  at  leasti  done  justice  to    even  from  established  truths  his  conclusions 
respectable  writers."  were  drawn  with  the  utmost  caution.     So 

.  William  Hunter  attended  not  only  the  numerous,  varied,  and  exact  were  the  obser- 
classes  of  languages  and  philosophy  at  the  Tations  and  researches  whichhe  always  made 
University  of  Ghf^ow ;  the  lectures  of  Prof.  t>n  every  subject  he  investigated,  and  so 
Dunlop,  an  eminent  Greek  scholar,  of  Sim-  rigorously  were  the  inferences  deduced  from 
son,  the  restorer  of  the  ancient  geometry,  the  facts  he  had  ascertained, — so  strictly  did 
and  Dr.  Francis  Hutchinson,  the  eloquent  he  adhere  to  the  inductive  method  of  reason- 
author  of  the  work  on  the  Beauty  of  Virtue,    ing,  that  It  would  be  difficult,  nay,  I  believe 


LIFE  AND  LABOURS  OP  DR.  WILLIAM  HUNTER. 


•f  *, 


it  wobM  be  impossible,  to  point  out  any  ma-  At  no  former  period  was  the  study  of 
terial  error  in  his  writings,  or  discover  a  state*  medical  logic  ever  more  necessary  than  at 
ment  there  made,  which  it  had  been  necessary  the  present  time,  when  every  species  of  de- 
fer Um  ta  modify  or  to  retract.  "  Good  losion  prevails  both  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
liavens,"  he  said,  "  wiiai  puMi  ia  required  tice  of  physic. 

to  do  any  thing  with  tokriiblie  acearacy  !'*  •  Empiricism,  whatever  form  it  assumes. 
It  was  not  only  in  the  observation  of  natural  ami  by  whatever  term  it  is  designated — ho- 
phenoaacBa  thai  thaa  aecuracy  was  displayed,  moBO|«thy,  hydropathy,  mesmerism,  or  ani- 
hmA.  m.  Ua  oominmmmJL  writiacja  the  same  malmagnetiam,alwaya  rests  chiefly  on  super- 
integrity  and  tnlleilble  regard  for  tntik  are  atitiaa  and  credulity,  or  imposture,  and  the 
every  where  equally  oonsptcuiras.  It  is  to  pietare  of  it  drawn  by  William  Hunter  one 
this  striking  feature  of  his  ciiaracter  that  I  am  hundred  years  wgOp  represents  ita  present 
anxious  your  attention  should  be  directed  state  in  Britain  much  more  correctly  than 
above  all  others.  There  is  nothing  that  many  would  at  first  believe.  ''The  un- 
ought  to  excite  in  our  minds  such  abhor-  certainty  of  cures,  both  of  physic  and  sur. 
rence  and  disgust  as  false  statements  made  gery,"  he  says,  "gives  the  ignorant  an' 
from  whatever  cause  or  motive  in  medical  hardy  empiric  frequent  opportunities  of  ex- 
writings,  ulting  over  science.  Ignorance  is  rash  and 
In  hypotheses,  theories,  or  mysticisms,  he  fearless  ;  knowledge  is  always  cautious  and 
never  indulged  like  many  of  his  predecessors  circumspect.  The  first,  amidst  much  mis* 
and  contemporaries,  but  confined  himself  chief,  boasts  now  and  then  a  random  cure  ; 
scrupulously  to  the  discovery  and  interpre-  the  other,  though  active  when  there  is*  a 
tation  of  facts.  With  a  mind  so  constituted,  prospect  of  success,  is  frequently  restrained 
and  so  prepared  for  the  investigation  of  by  the  fear  of  doing  harm.  At  the  same 
truth,  he  could  not  fiul  to  discover  that  fid-  time,  by  this  caution,  and  a  proper  view  of 
lacious  theories  transferred  from  chemistry,  the  bounds  of  the  art,  the  rational  prac- 
mechanics,  and  other  departments  of  science,  titioner  enjoys  much  secret  satia^tion,  and 
to  medicine,  had  prevailed  in  all  ages,  and  has  frequently  in  his  turn  ample  cause  of 
that  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  human  triumph  over  empiricism.  The  preceding 
body  in  health  and  disease  was  the  only  sure  history  (it  was  a  case  of  aneurism  of  the 
foundation  of  rationid  pathology  and  prac-  aorta  about  to  burst)  might  illustrate  and 
tice.  The  doctrine  of  Hippocrates,  says  Justify  this  remark.  Yet  even  in  this  case 
Sir  Oilbert  Blane,  which  referred  all  diseases  empiricks  of  all  kinds  were  pressed  upon  him 
to  defect  or  vitiation  of  the  four  humours,  (the  patient)  who  tempted  and  tortured  him 
blood,  phlegm,  black  bile  or  yellow  bile,  and  with  vain  promises.  They  understood  no 
the  theory  of  Galen,  grounded  on  the  cardi-  more  of  the  case  than  that  it  was  thought 
nal  qualities  of  heat  and  cold,  moisture  and  desperate ;  they  knew  they  could  lose  no 
dryness,  and  other  theories  proposed  to  ex-  reputation ;  they  were  conscious  they  could 
plain  all  the  phenomena  of  disease,  Willhim  not  feel  remorse ;  and  were  desirous  at  all 
Hunter  discovered  at  once  to  be  gratuitous  events  of  being  in  fortune's  way.  A  foreigner 
assumptions.  A  little  before  his  time  the  insinuated  that  it  was  a  case  which  English 
mechanical  powers  of  the  stomach  were  sub-  surgeons  did  not  understand,  and  pressed 
jected  to  experimental  research,  and  Dr.  warm  bathing  and  the  Montpelier  method  of 
Pitcaim  gravely  affirmed  that  he  found  this  curing  the  pox.  A  quack  recommended  his 
viscus  in  the  human  subject  to  exert  a  force  pill,  which  he  said  was  so  peculiarly  adapted 
equal  to  12,900  pounds  in  compressing  the  to  inward  swellings,  that  none  of  them  could 
food  in  the  process  of  digestion.  Our  pre-  withstand  its  operation.  An  old  woman 
sent  knowledge  enables  us  to  say  that  he  was  would  engage  to  cure  him  with  her  herb- 
at  least  12,900  miles  from  the  truth,  poultice,  which  she  said,  though  she  was 
Others,  conceiving  that  chemical  power  had  turned  of  threescore-and-seven  years,  had 
the  chief  agency  in  this  Amotion,  endeavoured  never  once  failed  her  in  such  a  case:  and 
to  prove  that  the  changes  in  the  food  were  the  poor  man  could  not  help  having  a  par- 
produced  by  heat  and  fermentation,  for-  tiality  for  the  remedy,  when  she  protested 
getting  altogether  the  influence  of  the  vital  there  were  above  thirty  herbs  in  the  compo- 
principle.  The  peculiar  sagacity  and  preci-  sition,  and  that  she  gathered  them  all  with 
sion  of  William  Hunter's  mind  detected  at  her  own  hands.  Another,  who  knew  that 
a  glance  the  hollowness  of  such  delusions,  and  an  aneurism  is  seldom  curable  by  any  other 
in  his  lectures  he  thus  facetiously  exposed  means,  proposed  the  operation :  but  the 
their  folly.  **  Some  physiologists,  gentle-  patient  was  prevailed  upon  to  reject  the  pro- 
men,  will  have  it  that  the  stomach  is  a  mill ;  posal,  when  he  understood  that  it  must  be  a 
others  that  it  is  a  fermenting  vat ;  others,  very  painful  operation,  and  that  he  could 
agdn,  that  is  a  stew-pan ;  but  in  my  view  not  expect  that  his  life  would  be  comfortable 
of  the  matter  it  is  neither  a  mill,  a  ferment-  after  the  great  artery  was  tied  so  near  the 
ing  vat,  nor  a  stew-pan,  but  a  stomach,  heart.'' 
gentlemen,  a  stomach."  At  the  age  of  19,  having  relinquished  his 
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intention  of  entering  the  church ,  Willtam 
Hunter  reioWed  to  devote  hixself  to  the 
medical  profesaion. 

In  1 737,  he  became  a  pupil  of  Dr.  William 
Cullen,  then  recently  eatabUshed  at  Hamilton 
in  Lanarkshire,  whose  disposition,  geniusf 
and  loTe  of  knowledge,  were  congenial  with 
his  own.  This  was  another  circumstance 
which  contributed  powerfully  to  the  develop- 
ment of  his  peculiar  talents ;  for  though  Dr. 
Cullen  was  addicted  to  speculation,  and 
adopted  hypotheses  to  explain  the  symptoms 
of  disease,  which  are  now  rejected  as  un- 
founded, it  is  certain  that  no  physician, 
as  his  biographer  observes,  '*  inculcated  more 
strongly  the  doctrine,  that  all  our  knowledge 
of  nature  is  derived  from  experience,  or  who 
took  greater  pains  to  distinguish  between 
well-voertained  matters  of  fact  and  the  as- 
sumptions and  conclusions  of  hypothetical 
reasoning."  There  was  no  man  in  the  last 
cAitury  whose  writings,  lectures,  and  ex- 
ample, had  a  greater  influence  on  the  opinions 
and  practice  of  the  members  of  the  whole 
medical  profession  in  this  oountrv,  and  on 
the  general  progress  of  medical  science,  than 
Dr.  Cullen  ;  or  who  posscMcd  the  power  in 
a  higher  degree  of  rousing  his  pnpUs  to  ex- 
ertion, and  of  infnsing  great  ardour  into 
their  minds. 

William  Hunter  passed  three  years  in  the 
Ismily  of  thu  excellent  friend  and  preceptor, 
and  these,  as  he  has  been  often  heard  to  ac- 
knowledge»  were  the  happiest  years  of  his 
life.  The  subjects  which,  at  this  early 
age,  most  deeply  engaged  his  attention,  may 
be  readily  understood  by  the  following  pas- 
sage in  one  of  his  letters  addressed  to  Dr. 
Cullen  a  few  years  after  their  separation  :— 
**  Well  I  how  does  the  animal  economy  ap- 
pear to  you,  now  that  you  have  examined  it, 
as  one  may  say,  with  precision .'  I  have 
good  reason  to  put  the  question  to  you  :  be- 
cause in  my  little  attempts  that  way,  since 
I  began  to  think  for  myself,  nature,  where  I 
am  best  disposed  to  mark  her,  beams  so 
strong  upon  me  that  I  am  lost  in  wbnder, 
and  count  it  sacrilege  to  measure  her  meanest 
features  by  my  largest  conceptions." 

At  the  age  of  47,  he  thus  addressed  himself 
to  Dr.  Culkn :  "  I  am  resolved  never  to  be 
much  richer  than  I  now  am.  I  am  inde- 
pendent, and  wish  to  do  something  that  shall 
be  mentioned  when  the  few  years  which  I 
have  to  live  are  gone.  Now,  you  shall  see 
to  what  I  purpose  all  this.  I  should  like 
to  be  joinwl  with  yon  in  the  end  of  life  as 
in  the  beginning." 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  his  ac- 
quaintance with  Dr.  Cullen  was  one  of  the 
most  fortunate  incidents  of  his  life,  and  I  am 
convinced,  from  experience,  that  there  is  no 
circumstance  which  exercises  so  powerful 
and  so  lasting  an  influence  upon  the  mind  of 
a  medical  student,  as  the  dispositions  and 


characters  of  those  with  whom  he  first  aj. 
sociates.  Nothing  tends  so  much  to  lighten 
the  toils  of  mental  exertion,  to  promote' 
intellectual  improvement,  and  to  cheer  Cb« 
loneliness  of  the  student's  life,  when  s^ia- 
rated  from  his  friends  and  relations, 
than  the  society  and  conversation  of  those 
who  are  engaged  in  the  same  pursuits,  who 
are  devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  professional 
knowledge,  and  whose  conduct  is  regulated 
by  pure  and  honourable  principles.  Nothing 
tends  more  certainly  and  speedily  to  utter 
degradation  and  ruin  than  an  intimacy 
formed  with  those  who  are  idle,  frivolous, 
and  dissipated,  and  whose  tastes  are  low  and 
depraved.  The  fairest  prospects  in  life  have 
often  been  blasted  at  the  outset  by  evil  com- 
munications. 

In  1741,  at  the  age  of  23,  William 
Hunter  came  to  London  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  his  medical  education,  and  after- 
wards returning  to  Hamilton  to  Join  Dr. 
Cullen  in  practice.  He  entered  as  a  snrgi- 
cal  pupil  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  it 
was  here,  "  attending  the  sick  and  dissecting 
the  dead,"  as  he  expressed  it,  '*  that  he  dis- 
covered the  direct  road  for  becoming  tmly 
great  in  his  profession."  The  winter  beforr, 
he  had  spent  at  Edinburgh,  attending  the 
medical  lectures  delivered  in  the  University, 
and  especially  those  of  Dr.  Monro  on 
anatomy.  Prom  the  account  which  he  has 
given  of  the  manner  in  which  anatomy  was 
then  taught  by  one  of  its  most  distinguished 
professors,  you  will  be  enabled  fuUy  to  esti- 
mate the  immense  advantages  which  are  now 
enjoyed,  compared  with  those  which  were 
possessed  by  students  a  century  ago,  when 
there  was  no  school  for  practical  anatomy  in 
London.  "There,"  he  says,  «*  I  learned  a 
good  deal  by  my  ears,  but  admost  nothing  by 
my  eyes,  and  therefore,  hardly  any  thing  to 
the  purpose.  The  defect  was,  that  the  pro- 
fessor was  obliged  to  demonstrate  all  the 
parts  of  the  body,  except  the  bones,  nerves, 
and  vessels,  upon  one  dead  body  (the 
course  lasting  six  months).  There  was  a 
foetus  for  the  nerves  and  blood-vessels  ; 
and  the  operations  of  surgery  were  ex- 
plained to  very  little  purpose  upon  a  dog. 
**  All  was  harangue,  and  very  little  was  dis- 
tinctly seen." 

This  unprofitable  mode  of  teaching  ana- 
tomy was  probably  the  cause  why  he  always 
took  such  pains  to  Inculcate  '*  the  necessity 
of  striving  to  get  clear  ideas  of  every  thing." 
'*  The  eyes  and  ears  of  the  studetft,"  he  said, 
«  ought  to  be  employed  in  that  service  only. 
He  is  first  to  undentand ;  let  him  remember 
as  he  can ;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  as  it  is  a 
difllcult  task  to  remember  what  we  do  not 
understand,  so  it  to  hardly  possible  to  forget 
what  we  clearly  comprehend :  so  that,  in 
getting  distinct  and  clear  ideas,  especially  of 
the  objects  of  our  senses,  we  are  taking  the 
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best  method  of  fixing  them  for  ever  la  the  be  oonTinced  by  the  following  passages, 
memory. ' '  ^  After  accurately  pointing  out  the  peculiarities 
Dr.  Smellie,  also  a  native  of  Lanarkshire,  of  each  articulation,  and  the  varieties  of 
was  at  that  time  the  most  eminent  teacher  of  mechanical  composition  calculated  to  all  the 
midwifery  in  London,  and  the  greatest  sys*  varieties  of  motion  in  the  human  body,  and 
tematic  writer  on  the  subject  in  existence,  the  intimate  structure  of  cartilage,  he  thus 
William  Hunter  resided  with  him  for  a  short  describes  the  synovial  membranes  of  the 
period  to  acquire  a  practical  knowledge  of  joints : — ''  We  are  told  by  anatomists  that 
midwifery,  uid  then  accepted  of  an  offer  cartilages  are  cohered  with  a  membrane 
made  to  him  by  Dr.  Douglas,  the  anatomist,  named  perichondrium.  If  they  mean  the 
to  assist  him  in  his  dissections,  and  super-  cartilage  of  the  ribs,  larynx,  ear,  &c.  then 
intend  the  education  of  his  son  :  his  classical  indeed  such  a  membrane  is  very  conspicuous ; 
attainments  led  to  this  appointment.  A  new  but  the  perichondrium  of  the  smooth  articu- 
career  was  thus  happily  opened  to  his  talents  lating  cartilages  is  so  fine  and  firmly  braced 
and  ambition,  and  he  resolved  to  remain  in  upon  the  surface,  that  there  is  room  to  doubt 
Xx>ndon,  and  dedicate  his  life  to  the  practice  whether  it  has  been  often  demonstrated  or 
of  midwifery  and  the  improvement  of  rightly  understood.  This  membrane,  how- 
anatomy  and  pathology.  To  prepare  him-  ever,  I  have  raised  in  pretty  large  pieces 
self  for  the  duties  of  aa  anatomical  teacher  after  macerating,  and  found  it  to  be  a  con- 
aud  accoucheur,  he  determined  to  subject  tinuation  of  that  fine  smooth  membrane 
every  part  of  the  human  body  to  the  severest  that  lines  the  capsular  ligament  folded  over 
scrutiny,  and  to  acquire  the  most  minute  the  end  of  the  bone  from  where  that  liga- 
knowledge  that  could  be  obtained  by  dissec-  ment  is  inserted.  On  the  neck  of  the  bone, 
tion  of  the  intimate  structure  of  every  or  between  the  insertion  of  the  ligament  and 
organ.  He  allowed  nothing  to  interfere  with  border  of  the  cartilage,  it  is  very  conspicuous, 
his  resolution  to  master  his  profession,—  and  may  be  pulled  up  with  a  pair  of  pincers ; 
pleasure  and  amusement  could  not  allure  but  where  it  covers  ike  cartildge,  it  coheres 
him  for  a  moment  from  the  dissecting  room  to  it  so  closely,  that  it  is  not  to  be  traced  in 
and  the  wards  of  the  hospital.  He  drudged,  the  recent  subject  without  great  care  and 
like  Selden,  days  and  nights,  and  grappled  delicacy.  In  this  particuliff  it  resembles 
with  and  conquered  all  the  difficulties  which  that  membrane  which  is  common  to  the  eye- 
opposed  his  progress,  and  would  have  over-  lids  and  the  fore  part  of  the  eye*ball,  and 
whelmed  less  resolute  minds.  He  knew  that  which  is  loosely  connected  with  the  albu- 
knowledge  could  only  be  acquired  by  labour,  ginea,  but  strongly  attached,  to  the  cornea, 
and  that  labour  was  the  only  price  of  solid  From  this  description  it  is  plain  that  every 
fame.  Zealously  and  steadfastly  he  pursued  joint  is  invested  with  a  membrane,  which 
the  object  which  he  had  in  view,  and  set  an  forms  a  complete  bag,  and  gives  a  covering 
example  of  vigorous,  patient,  laborious  in-  to  every  thing  within  the  articulation,  in  the 
dostry,  which  has  never  been  surpassed,  and  same  manner  as  the  peritoneum  invests  not 
which  all  must  follow  who  are  eager  to  only  the  parietes,  but  the  contents  of  the 
attain  Iqi^itimately  the   highest    rank  and  abdomen." 

honours  in  the  medical  profession  ;    and.  But  William  Hunter  has  not  merely  given 

what  is  of  still  greater  consequence,  and  a  in  this  paper  the  best  description  that  has 

■till  higher  object  of  ambition,  who  would  ever  appeared  of  the  structure  of  the  human 

possess  the  power  to  be  useful  to  their  fellow  joints ;    he  has  likewise  given  an  excellent 

creatures,  by  removing  and  alleviating  their  outline  of  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  syno- 

diseases.      The  fruits  of   such  unwearied  vial    membranes    and    the  cartilages,   and 

efforts  soon  became  manifest,  and  at  the  age  proved  that  inflammation  and  ulceration  of 

of  25,  only  two  years  after  his  arrival  in  these  textures  may  exist  independently  of 

London,  he  presented  to  the  Royal  Society  disease  of  the  bone.    It  thus  appears,  that  in 

an  essay  on  the  Structure  and  Diseases  of  this  hospital  the  investigation  of  the  patho- 

Articulating  Cartilages,  which  is  now  ad-  logy  of  the  joints  had  commenoed,  and  made 

mitted  by  all  competent  judges  to  contain  considerable  progress,  a  century  ago. 

every  fact  of  importance  which  has  yet  been  *'  So  far  as  I  have  had  opportunities  of 

discovered  respecting  the  anatomy  of  the  examining  diseased  joints,  either  after  death 

human  joints,  and  an  accurate  outline  of  or  amputation,  I  have  found,  according  to  the 

some  of  their  most  dangerous  diseases.     I  nature  and  sti^  of  the  disease,  the  cartilage 

have  the  authority  of  Sir  B.  Brodie  for  in  some  parts  reddish  and  lax,  or  soft  and 

asserting,  that  in  this  essay,  which  has  been  spongy,  or  raised  up  in  blisters  fW>m  the 

published  in  the  4  2d  volume  of  the  Philoso-  bone,  or  quite  eroded,  and  perhaps  the  ex- 

pUical    Transactions,    for    1743,    William  tremities  of  the  bone  carious,  or,  lastly,  a 

Hunter  "anticipated  all  that  Bidiat  vnrote  bony  anchylosis  formed ;  but  I  could  never 

sixty  years  afterwards  respecting  the  struc-  see,  nor  indeed  hear,  of  the  least  appearance 

ture  and  arrangement  of  the  synovial  mem-  of  an  exfoliation  from  the  surface  of  the  car- 

braaes.?'   Of  the  truth  of  this  you  will  readily  tilage.    Now  if  we  compare  the  texture  and 
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ftorbid  phenomena  of  those  cartibigei  to-  the  Ucteals  uid  l^nplutici  bot&  in  Inrdi 

gather,  all  the  -diseased  appearancei  will  and  fishes,  "which  confirmed  the  nae  and  ins* 

admit  of  as  rational  a  solution  aa  perhaps  portance  of  the  absorbent  systena   ia    the 

any  other  psrt  of  the  vitiated  oeconomy."  human  body,  and  in  comparatiYe  anatomy 

**  It  appears   from  maceration  that  the  was  one  of  the  greatest  improvements    that 

transverse  fibres  are  extremely  tender  and  could  have  been  made  to  eatibllah  tbe  mii- 

dissoluble,  and  that  the  cohesion  of  the  parte  versality  of  nature's  laws  in  animala."     It 

of  the  strait  fibres  ht  stronger  than  their  co-  was  at  the   express  desire,  and  noder  the 

hesion  with  the  bone.    When  a  cartUage  enlightened  direction,  and  in  the  house  of 

therefore,  is  inflamed,  and  soaked  in  purn*  WilUam  Hunter,  that  Mr.  Cruikahank*  at  s 

lent  matter,   the  transverse  or  connecting  still  later  period,  traced  the  ramifiea^osis  «f 

fibres  will  the  soonest  give  way,  and  the  that  system  in  almost  every  pait  of  the  hnmsB 

cartilage  becomes  more  or  less  red  snd  soft,  body*     Great  honour  is  undoubtedly  dne  to 

&c.     If  the  disorder  goes  on  a  little  longer,  these  three  anatomists  for  their  minute  dis- 

the  cartilage  does  not  throw  off  a  slough,  sections  of  the  absorbent  system,  but  U  oanst 

but  separates  from  the  bone  where  the  force  not  be  forgotton,  that  they  were  directed* 

of  cohesion  is  least,  and  where  the  disease  and  animated,  and  snitwinfd  ia  the  pinrsait 

soon  arrives  by  reason  of  the  thinness  of  the  by  the   philosophical   sad    oomprehe&aive 

eartilage.     When  the  bone  is  thus  exposed,  mind  of  William  Hunter,  sad  thst  the  whole 

the  matter  of  the  ulcer,  or  motion  of  the  investigation  originated  with  him.     He  did 

joint,  corrodes  or  abrades  the  bony  fibres."  not  set  too  high  s  vslue  upon  the  diaoovery 

When  this  paper  was  written,  John  Hunter  of  the  functions  of  the  lymphatics  when  he 

was  only  15  years  of  age,  and  did  not  enter  asserted,  that  it  was  the  greatest,  both  in 

his  brother's  dissecting-room  till  five  years  physiology  and  pathology,  that  anstomy  hsd 

afterwards.  J.UuntercametoLondoninl748.  suggested  since  the  diacovery  of  the  ciicttli^ 

About  the  same  time  (1743)  that  this  tion  of  the  blood. 
essay  appeared  in  the  Transactiona  of  the        He  was  now  involved  in  all  the  bTasiring 

Royal  Society,  Dr.  W.  Hunter  commenced  ceres  and  duties  of  an  aoooucheur  and  *^rhf!r 

that  elaborate  investigation  of  the  absorbent  of  anatomy  and  midwilery,  but  his  adeDtifis 

system.which  terminated  about  1746  in  the  pursuits  were  not  interrupted;   snd  firom 

important  discovery,  that  the  lymphatic  vea-  1746  to  1783  he  not  merely  deliverad  every 

sels  are  absorbing  vessels  all  over  the  body,  winter  the  most  complete  course  of  lectures 

**  that  they  are  the  same  as  the  lacteals ;  and  on  anatomy  that  had  ever  been  given  in 

that  these  together  constitute  one  great  gene-  London,  but  continued  at  intervals  to  enrich 

ral  system  dispersed  through  the  whole  body  the  science  of  medicine  with  the  most  Tala- 

for  absorption;  that  this  system  only  does  ab«  able  contributions    it  had  ever    received, 

sorb,  anci  not  the  veins ;  that  it  serves  to  take  Having  no  family,  aud  setting  no  value  upon 

up  and  convey  whatever  is  to  make  or  to  be  money,    except  as  a  means  of  acquiring 

mixed  with  the  blood,  from  the  skis,  from  knowledge  and  communicating  it  to  others, 

the  intestinal  canal,  and  from  all  the  internal  every  moment  that  could  be  spared  from  the 

cavities  or  sur&oes  whatever."    The  lym*  active  duties  of  his  profession  was  devoted 

phatics  had  generally  been  regarded  before  to  the  minute  investigation  of  the  human 

this  as  veins  to  return  the  lymph  from  such  body,  and  in  making  Uie  finest  preparatioiia 

arteries  as  were  too  small  to  admit  the  red  to  illustrate  the  structure  and  functions  and 

blood  or  the  serum.    The  anatomists  of  diseases  of  the  different  organs.     Most  of 

Europe,  for  one  hundred  years  before,  were  these  preparations  are  still  preserved  in  the 

of  opinion,  that  the  lymphatic  system  was  Museum  at  Glasgow  ;  and  I  am  assured  by 

vranting  in  birds  and  fishes;  but  William  Mr.  Wharton  Jones,  who  has   examined 

Hunter,  having  discovered  the  importance  those  of  the  human  eye  with  care,  that  they 

of  the  absorbent  system  in  man  and  in  afford  proofs  of  the  utmost  anatomicsl  ac- 

quadrupeds,  could  not  rest  satisfied  that  it  curacy  and  delicacy.    Those  which  shew  the 

was  wanting  in  the  other  two  great  classes  of  vessels  of  the  pupillary  membrane  and  crys- 

animals,  and  kept  that  object,  and  every  talline  capsule  have  never  been  surpassed  in 

thing  else  that  could  throw  light  on  the  ab-  accuracy  and  minuteness ;    and    this  Mr. 

sorbent  system,  constantly  in  his  view.    It  Jones  considers  to  have  been  the  finest  point 

was  entirely  in  consequence  of  this  deep  con-  in  anatomy  at  that  time,  and  first  made  oat 

vietion  in  the  mind  of  William  Hunter  that  by  William  Hunter.    He  has  thus  described 

his  brother's  attention  was  called  to  the  sub-  these  vessels : — "  I  do  not  know  that  any 

ject,  and  that  he  was  led  to  search  for  the  person  has  taken  notice  of  a  circumstsQoe 

lymphatics,  and  to  discover  them  first  in  relating  to  the  vessels  of  the  membraaa  pu- 

birda  and  then  in  a  crocodile.     Mr.  Hewson  pillie  and  the  crystalline  capaule,  which  I 

afterwards,  by  a  continued  course  of  obser*  have  observed,  and  can  demonstrate  by  in- 

vation  and  experiments  made  in  the  dissect-  jections,  both  in  the  human  foetus  and  in 

ittg  rooms,  under  the  direction  and  at  the  thst  of  the  quadruped ;  and  aa  I  am  upon 

expense  of  William  Hunter,  demonitrated  the  subject,  1  will  give  the  observation  hers 
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in  a  few  words.    The  artery  of  the  crystal-  trial."    This  was  communicated  as  a  piece  of 

line  capsule  does  not  terminate  at  the  great  anatomical  news  to  Dr.  Donald  Monro,  then 

circle  of  that  humour.     Its  small  branches  at  Edinbuif  h,  by  a  letter  from  Dr.  Garrow, 

pass  that  circle,  and  mn  a  Very  little  way  on  physician  at  Bamet,  some  time  in  the  same 

the  anterior  surface  of  the  crystalline  hn-  month.     In  some  such  time  as  a  week  or  a 

inour,  before  the  points  of  the  ciliary  pro-  fortnight  after  the  first  public  demonstration, 

cx^sses ;  then  they  leave  the  humour  and  run  nfy  brother  made  the  trial,  and  succeeded, 

forwards,  supported  on  a  very  delicate  mem-  He  shewed  me  the  testis  opened,  and  the 

brane,  to  lose  themselres  in  the  membrana  tubular    internal  substance  very  generally 

pupillae.    The  artery,  therefore,  that  passes  filled  with    mercury.      This    preparation, 

through  the  body  of  the  yitreoos  humour»  which  I  still  presenre,  I  shewed  at  my  pub- 

goes  first  to  the  crystaUine  capsule,   and  lie  lecture  that  very  erening,  with  marks  of 

then  to  the  membrana  pupillse.    The  mem-  being  well  pleased  with  the  discovery.     In 

brana  pupilln  receives  two  diiferent  sets  of  my  next  course  of  lectures,  vis.  February, 

arteries,  one  larger,  from  the  iris,  and  the  &c.  1753,  and  in  every  course  since  that 

other  much  smaller,  but  very  numerous,  time,   I  have  shewn  the  same,  and  some 

from  the  crystalline  capsule.      When  the  other  preparations  of  the  same  kind,  and 

membrana  pupiUtt  ezistB,   there  is  a  fine  always  gave  the  history  of  the  discovery,  to 

vascular  membrane  all  aronnd,  which  passes  avoid  taking  that  share  of  it  from  my  bro- 

on  the  posterior  aqueous  chamber,   from  ther  which  belonged  to  Um. — Med,  Com' 

near  the  edge  of  the  crystalline  humour  to  meHi.  Lond.  1764,  p.  I. 

the  edge  of  the  pupilla." — Med.  Comment •  In  1754  he  first  described  retroversion  of 

p.  63.  the  uterus. 

This  description,  Mr.  Jones  informs  me,  In  1757,  History  of  an  Aneurism  of  the 

was  not  understood  by  succeeding  anato-  Aorta,  with  some  Remarks  on  Aneurism  in 

mists,  and  a  part  of  it  was  merely  noticed  general. — Med,  Od«.  afuf/ii^trt>#,v.  i.323. 

by  them.     M.  Jules  Cloquet's  description  In  vol.  ii.  An  Account  of  a  Diseased  Tibia, 

especially  is  very  imperfect  compared  with  and  Remarks  on  the  Symphysb  Pubis, 

that  of  W.  Hunter.     Hie  full  description  In   1757,  in   the   second  volume  of  the 

by  him  lias  only  recently  been  brought  to  Medical  Observations    and    Inquiries,    he 

light,  by  the  German   anatomist,   Henl^.  published  a  paper  entitled,  "  The  History  of 

AU  this  proves  that  William   Hunter,  as  an  Emphysema,  and  Remarks  on  the  Cellu- 

a  minote  and  accurate  anatomist,  was  far  lar  Membrane  and  some  of  its  Diseases." 

superior  to  Albinus,  who  first  described  the  He  first  pointed  out,  in  this  essay,  what  he 

pupillary  membrane,  and  was  not  inferior  to  bad  discovered   thirteen  years  before,  the 

any  anatomist  then  ia  Europe.  distinction  between  the  adipose  tissue  and 

It  would  exhaust  your  patience  if  I  were  the  common  reticular  or  cellular  membrane, 

to  do  much  more  than  enumerate  the  various  which  is  now  admitted  by  all  anatomists  to 

contributions  which  he  afterwards  made  to  be  well  founded.    "  Wherever  there  is  fat 

anatomy,  pathology,  and  midwifbry.     His  in  the  human  body,"  he  says,  "I  apprehend 

papers   have   never  been   collected.      The  that  there  is  a  particular  organization,  or 

greater  number  of  them  are  now  upon  the  glandular  apparatus,  superadded  to  the  reti- 

table ;  they  are  all  the  most  valuable  mono-  cnlar  membrane,   consisting  of  vesicles  or 

graphs  that  have  ever  been  published  on  the  bags,  for  lodging  the  animid  oil,  as  well  as 

different  subjects  of  which  they  treat.  vessels  fitted  for  secretion  ;  so  that  I  would 

In  1747,  he  discovered  the  ducts  of  the  compare  the  marrow  in  the  bones  to  the 

human  lachrymal  gland.    About  the  begin-  glandular  or  follicular  parts  of  the  fat  or 

ning  of  November,  1752,  in  the  presence  of  adipose  membrane,  and  the  network  of  bony 

M.  Galhie  and   some  others,  he  injected  fibres  and  laminae,  which  supports  the  mar- 

the  vas  deferens  with  mercury,  and  by  that  row  to  the  reticular  membrane,  which  is 

method  filled  the  whole  epidydimis,  and  the  mixed  with  and  supports  the  adeps." 

tubes  that  come  out  from  the  body  of  the  The  modification  of  disease  by  the  tissue 

testis  to  form  it ;  and  observed  in  this  ope-  affected  is  clearly  pointed  out  in  this  paper ; 

ration,  that  the  mercury  continued  to  run,  this  has  been  admitted  by  all  writers  on  pa- 

and  the  body  of  the  testis  to  become  gra-  thology ;  and  it  contains  some  of  the  funds, 

dually  more  turgid  and  heavy,  for  some  time  mental  doctrines  of  inflammation,  afterwards 

after  the  exteraal    parts  were  completely  adopted  by  his  brother  John,  particularly 

filled.     He  shewed  this  preparatioA  next  that  inflammation  always  precedes  suppura- 

night  at  his  public  lecture,  and  said  that  he  tion,  and  that  pus  may  be  formed  without 

believed  we  should  find  the  internal  tabnli  any  visible  nlceration  or  breach  in  the  solids 

likewise  filled,  but  that  he  would  notven-  of  the  parts.    '*  The  cellular  membrane,"  he 

tnre  to  open  it  till  he  had  got  another,  |lest  says,  "  is  commonly  supposed  to  be  the 

he  should  spoil  what  was  idready  a  valuable  seat  of  the  abscess,  or  of  suppuration.     In- 

preparation.     "  I  desired  my  brother,"  he  deed,  considering  13ie  universality  of  this 

says,  '*  to  lose  no  opportunity  of  nuddng  the  membrsne,  it  can  hardly  be  otherwise,  for 
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the  matter  of'  an  sbeceM  mut  lie  In  tbe  in-  meable."    He  then  ulnntdy  deierHMi  tbe 

tentioeB  of  the  puts ;  it  cannot  be  con-  manner  in  which  abaoesiea  inake  tiieir  waj 

tained  within  the  ftbre  of  a  muscle,  or  of  a  to  tlie  torftites. 

tendon,  for  example;  and  therefore  oom-  '*  Another  kind  of  pnsia  that  formed/' be 

monly  it  must,  upon  dissection,  be  fonnd  in  adds,  **  witliont  any  apparent  breach  ordia* 

a  space  which  is  naturally  filled  with  tbe  solution  of  the  solids,  and  is  therefore  only 

cellular  membrane.    Yet  matter  or  pns  ia  a  sort  of  inspissated  semm,  or  inflammatory 

likewise  found  in  the  larger  natural  cavities  exudation.    We  oocasionally  meet  with  ool- 

of  the  body,  in  which  there  is  nO  cellular  lections  of  this  kind  in  all  the  natursl  inter* 

membrane :  in  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  for  nal  cavities  of  the  body.     I  have  seen  it  In 

example.     In  these  two  different  cases,   I  great  quantity  in  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 

apprdiend  the  pus  or  matter  to  be  of  a  dif-  in  that  of  the  thoruc  or  of  the  pleuiu,  and  in 

ferent  nature ;  and  tbat,  in  general »  pus  is  the  pericardium,  where  there  was  no  visible 

of  two  diiforent  kinds :  one  is  attended  with  suppuration,  ulceration,  or  dissohition  of  the 

a  manifest  breach  in  the  solids,  such  as  the  solids  on  any  part  of  the  surfoee  all  round, 

matter  of  a  common  boil,  which  we  shall  for  This  kind  of  pus  is  generally  thinner  than 

the  future  call  abscess ;  the  other  is  col-  that  of  an  abscess,  and  the  containing  sur- 

lected  upon  tbe  internal  surfaces  of  cavities  face  is  more  or  less  covered  with  a  glutinous 

whoi  inflamed,  and  is  not  attended  with  any  concretion  or  slough,  of  the  same  colour  as 

visible  alteration  or  breach  in  the  solids  of  the  fluid ;    in    some  parts  adhering  very 

the  part,  which  we  shall  call  inflammatory  loosely,  in  others  so  firmly,  that  it  can 

exudation.      Put  of  all  kinds  is  therefore  hardly  be  nibbed  off;  but  still*  the  surface 

produced  or  preceded  by  inflammation.    In  covered  by  these  sloughs  is  without  ulcere- 

an  abscess  the  part  is  first  in  a  state  of  in-  tion  or  loss  of  substance.     Iliis  I  have  ob- 

flammatory  haniness  and  ftilness ;  and  gene-  served  to  be  the  casein  all  aphthous  sloughs 

rally  in  the  centre  of  the  swelling  the  ves-  of  tbe  nose,  mouth,  throat,  and  tncbea, 

ads  and  fibres  are  broke  and  dissolved,  and  that  I  have  had  occasion  to  examine  atten- 

the  fluid  which  is  found  in  this  raptured  tavely,  both  in  young  and  old  people.    We 

part  is  called  pus.    We  suppose  this  pus  to  every  day  meet  with  the  same  sort  of  pus  by 

be  composed  of  the  juices  which  were  con-  exudation  from  the  more  external  smfsces  of 

tained  in  the  distended  vessels,  and  of  that  the  body,  which  have  no  cuticular  covering, 

part  of  the  vessels  themselves  which  was  or  a  very  thin  one,  and  which  are  naturally 

broke  down,  or  melted  by  the  pippuretion.  moist ;  when  inflamed  tbat  moisture  puts  on 

As  the   abscess  ripens,  the  centre  grows  the  appearance  of  pus.    Such  discharges  «e 

softer,  from  the  accumulation  of  the  fluids  in  see  from  tbe  eyes,  nose,  throat,  lungs,  nre- 

the  cavity  of  the  abscess,  and  tbe  surround-  thre,  and  vagina,  and  auch  I  have  seen  col- 

ing  inflammatory  hardneas  goes  off,  both  lected  npon  the  surfooe  of  the  intestines  as 

because  more  of  the  loaded  vessels  are  re-  soon  as  they  begin  to  inflame,  when  exposed 

dttced  to  pus,  and  because  their  rupture  re-  to  the  air  in  an  unsuocessfol  operation  for 

moves  the  obstruction  to  the  clreulation.  the  exomphalos. 

*'  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  a  very  '*  I  imagine,  too,  that  the  pus  of  every 

small  quantity  only  of  the  vessels  is  de-  sore,  in  the  state  of  healing,  or  incarnation 

stroyed  in  common  abscess,  be  they  ever  so  and  cicatrixation,  is  made  up  of  juices  only, 

large ;  and  thence  we  observe  that  there  are  not  of  a  mixture  of  solids  and  fluids.    The 

hai^y  any  traces  left  of  large  abscesses  that  same  thing  is  to  be  supposed  of  a  blistered 

heal  up  quickly.      Indeed,  when  they  have  part,  when  in  a  healthy  state.     I  presume 

continued  open  a  long  time,  as  in  ulcers,  or  we  are  to  believe  that  the  pus  of  a  healthy 

when  tuppuratioos  have  been  kept  up  artifl-  wound  is  not  discharged  by  exudation  through 

dally  for  a  length  of  time,  as  in  issues,  the  tlie  coats  of  the  shooting  vesseb,  but  rather 

part  heals  up  hollow,  and  the  skin  is  im^  through  thdr  orifices ;  and,  indeed,  it  seems 

moveably  fastened  on  the  musdes  and  bone,  not  improbable,  that  every  surfiioe  of  the 

as  if  all  the  cellular  membrane  had  been  de-  body,  when  inflamed  to  the  d^ree  of  giving 

stroyed.    But  even  in  these  caaes  I  suspect  a  purulent  discharge,  may  be  nearly  in  the 

that  the  cellular  membrane  is  rather  con-  state  of  a  healing  wound— they  not  only 

densed  than  destroyed,  and  what  was  natu-  yidd  a  similar  discharge,  but  thdr  surfaces, 

rally  a  loose  apongy  flesh  is  converted  into  a  too,  when  in  contact,  unite,  and  their  vessda 

firm,  oompacti  and  unyiddfng  substance.  shoot  mutually  ioto  each  other." 

"The  pus  of  an  abscess  cannot  diflbse  it-  Vol.  vl.  Medicd  Observatfons  and  In- 
self  along  the  odlular  membrane  in^the  same  qdries,  contafais  an  Account  by  him  of  an 
manner  as  extravasated  blood  or  water,  be-  Extraordinary  Conformation  in  the  Heart- 
cause  the  ruj  tared  cavity  In  which  the  pus  History  of  an  Obstinate  Disease  of  the  Heart. 
Is  contained  is  always  enoompessad  by  an  1767. — Obserrations  on  the  Bones,  com- 
inflamssationt  which  hardens  and  nnites  all  monly  supposed  to  be  Elephants'  Bones, 
tbe  fibres  and  laminse  o#  the  osUnlar  mem-  which  have  been  found  near  the  river  Ohio, 
brane^  and  by  that  means  rendere  it  imper-  in  Ameiica.-^i'At/.  TVsns.  vol.  IviH. 
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.  In  1768,  he  was  appointed,  by  the  King,  perfect,  I  waited  patiently  for  more  oppor- 

Professor  of  Anatomy  to  the  Royal  Academy  tunitiea  of  adding  supplemental  figures.   Six< 

of  Arts.     '*  This  appointment  opened  a  new  teen  plates  were  finished  on  this  plan  several 

field  for  his  abilities,  and  he  engaged  in  it  as  years  ago.  but  still  I  was  dissatisfied  with 

he  did  in  eyery  other  pursuit  of  his  life,  with  the  work  as  being  incomplete,  and  in  spite 

unabating  zeal.     He  now  adapted  his  anato-  of  the  importunity  of  many  friends,  I  kept 

mical  knowledge  to  the  objects  of  painting  it  from  the  public." 

and  sculpture,  and  the  novelty  and  justness  All  the  most  important  changes  which 

of  his  observations  proved  at  once  the  read!*  take   place  in    the  gravid    uterus    during 

ness  and  intent  of  his  genius."  pregnancy    have    been    accurately    repre- 

In   1770,  was  published  An  Observation  sented  in  these  magnificent  engravings.     It 

on  the   Insensibility  of  Tendons,  by  John  contains  a  description  and  representation 

Teckel,  Surgeon :  with  an  Introduction  by  Dr.  of  two  great  discoveries  which  alone  would 

Hunter. — Med,  Qbs.  and  Inquiriei,  vol.  iv.  have  conferred  immortality  upon  any  auato- 

1770. — Appendix  to  the  Preceding  Arti-  mist.      First,  the  outer  membrane  of   the 

cle — Case  of  Retroversion  of  the  Uterus,  by  human  ovum,  called  d^cidua,  which  is  the 

W.  Hunter,  M.D.  F.R.S. — Med.  Obs,  and  gteat  organ  of  circulation  of  maternal  blood 

Inguirieft  vol.  iv.  p.  400.  during  the    early  months,    by   which    the 

In  1 777,  with  Mr.  Watson,  he  presented  to  embryo  is  nourished  and  the  function  of  res- 

the  Royal  Society  a  Short  Account  of  the  piration  performed ;  and  secondly  the  struc- 

lUness  of  the  late  Dr.  Maty,  with  the  ap-  tnre  of  the  placenta  and  its  connexions  with 

pearances    on    Dissection. — Phil.    Drant.  the  uterus.     I  shall  take  another  opportunity 

vol.  Ixvii.  of  stating  to  you  the  evidence  which  com- 

His  researches  on  the  structure  and  dis-  pletely  satisfies  my  mind  that  the  glory  of 

eases  of  articulating  cartilages,  the  absorbent  this   latter  discovery    belongs    entirely   to 

system,  the  ducts  of  the  lacrymal  gland,  vas  William  Hunter. 

deferens,  epididymis  and  tubuli  of  the.  tes-  In  1778,  he  published  Reflections  on  the 

tis,  on  the  vessels  of  the  pupillary  mem-  Section  of  the  Symphysis  Pubis, 

brane  and  crystalline  capsule,  adipose  and  On  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Signs  of  Child 

cellular  membrane,  varicose  aneurism,  &c.  Murder  in  the  Case  of  Bastard  Children,  by 

would  have  entitled  him,  ifhe  had  contributed  the  late    William   Hunter,    M.D.   F.R.S. 

nothing  else  to  human  anatomy,  to  hold  the  1783. — Med,  Obs.  and  Inquiries ,  vol.  vi. 

most    distinguished  rank   among   the  im-  p«  266. 

provers  of  the  science.     But  his  work  on  the  Three  Cases  of  Ma] -Conformation  of  the 

Anatomy  of  the  Gravid  Uterus  and  its  Con-  Heart.     1 783. 

tents,  published  in  1775,  is  that  on  which  The  Anatomical  Description  of  the  Gravid 

he  had  bestowed  the  greatest  labour,  and  Uterus  and  its  Contents  appeared  twenty 

which  he  foresaw  would  constitute  through  years  after  the  Engravings, 

all  future  ages  the  most  splendid  monument  As  a  proof  of  the  respect  and  friendship  he 

to  his   fame.      "  The  appearance  of  this  received  from  his  patients  I  may  quote  the 

work,"  says  his  biographer,    *' which  had  following  letter  from  Lord  Suffolk,  which 

begun  so  early  as  the  year  1751  (at  which  1"^  never  been   published.     W.   Hunter's 

time  ten  of  the  thirty-four  plates  were  com-  letter  in  reply  will  give  you  a  far  better  idea 

pleted),  was  retarded  till  the  year  1775,  only  of  his  real  character  than  all  that  I  have 

by  the  author's  desire  oi  sending  it  into  said. 

the  world  with  fewer  imperfections.     Some-  Blford,  February  isth,  17G7. 

tiling  concerning  the  progress  of  this  work.  Sir,— You  forbid  my  addressing  you  as 

and  of  the  zeal  with  which  it  was  prosecuted,  I  meant  to  do,  you  reatratn  my  gratitude 

may  be  collected  from  different  parU  of  his  from  flowing  m  the  only  channel  which  ia 

letter  to  Professor  Monro,  Senior,  in  the  open  to  it  at  present.     How  am  I  to  return 

supplement  to  his  Medical  CommenUries.  the  greatest  obligations  ?       You  gare  op 

"  On  the  11th  of  February,"  says  he,  **  I  everything  to  us  ^  you  resigned  your  own 

was  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a  grayid  health  to  restore  her's.     Your  heart  felt  for 

uterus,  to  which,  from  that  time,  aU  the  us,  and  now  by  a  delicacy,  a  sentiment,  a 

hours  have  been  dedicated  which  have  been  principle,   unknown  to  the  mean  soola  of 

at  my  own  disposal.      I  have  been  busy  in  these  times,  you  riae  superior  to  Reward. 

mjectmg,  preservmg,  and  shewing  it,  and  in  You  do  so,  for  the  only  adequate  reward 

superintending  drawings  and  plaster  casts  of  must  proceed  from   yourself,  independent 

xt.     I  have  already  made  five  very  capital  of  any  body,  I  mean  the  oonscioosness  of 

drawmgs  from  this  subject.    They,  and  some  what  you  have  done, .  that  sweet  reflection 

more,  shall  be  engraved  by  the  best  masters  which  shall  soften  the  pangs  even  of  such 

as  soon  as  possible,  and  then  the  whole  shall  scenes  as  we  have  witnessed,  alleviate  all  the 

be  published.     My  first  and  original  ioten-  cruel  circumstances  of  disappointed- merit, 

tion,  you  know,  was  to  have  published  ten  when  success  failed  the  kindest  attentions, 

plates  only  ;    but,  thinking  the  work  im-  and  the  Almighty  was  not  pleased  (subfama- 
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joor  car«,  or  (mik  on        AUoirme  toloire  joar  child  an  tbe  dan 

of  your  patient ;  in-  of  m;  life  ;  ibe  will  be  eiactlj  what  joa  de- 

ihe  ban  her  illnnw  in  icrtbe  tod  what  jou  iri>h.     Allow  me  Bome. 

m  blnali — bot  enoagb  timei   to   im   ber,    that    I    mij  in(hi%e    ■ 
I  u  to  beg  of  JOB,  if    planing  meluicboly,  and  fancy  tbat  I    am 

irord,  to  let  me  nUiati-  doing  aooiethiDg  very  ■granble  to  licBTen. 

1,  anJd  when  I  eoine  to  It  miij  be  nrepantory  to  aone  exited  cn- 

opportonity  of  Kidiig  joymeiit  tiiere.    AUov  me  likewiae  to  oiEir 

n^ard.    1  will  ny  no  to  your  Lonltfalp  the  best  adTiee  T  cmn  ; 

a  insiat,  if  bereafter  in  at  toon  ai  poinble,   do  a  force  to  natore, 

\j  case,  J  may  be  to  and  go  Into  tte  bujy  world  again ;  nothing 

I  in  my  power  to  in-  bat  that,  I  think,  can  reatore  your  peace  of 

by  bdng  able  to  ibrw  mind,  and  mak<  yoa,  what  I  am  tore  job 

eaaentiall;  ae  I  ought  idih  to  ba,  a  blening  to  mankind.      May 

ill  do  me  the  pletmre  yon  yoanelfbeble*t,  both  foryoorown  aake, 

U  it  JDttife,  freely  to  and  for  toring  to  tenderly  one  ao  worthy  of 

I]  alwaya  esteem  my-  all  yoar  affection. — I  am,  my  lord,  with  nn. 

Hti  .'  altCTable   affection,    yoar  lordabip'i,    Lady 

,  though  moat  unhappy  AndOTcr't,    your  hmity'i,    moat   hnmble, 
and  moat  derated  terrant, 
ScrroLK.  W.  H. 

Jermyn  Street,  Febmary  Mth,  IJII. 
later,  and  little  arpbuii 

day  before  jeatirday.  Aa  a  lectnrer,  the  character  of  William 
I,  tod  baa  not  auSered  Unnter  has  thoa  been  drawn  by  Dr.  Baillie, 
ce  from  iti  journey,  one  who  waa  Mly  comptileDt  to  appreciate 
lerfect  health,  if  her  hit  talenta,  being  himaelf  one  of  the  moat 
her  mind  ii  oi  free  dittingaiahed  teicberm  of  medidne  who  baa 
body,  and  both  are  erer  appeared  In  London.  "No  one  erer 
ily  virtuooi,  free  from  poatetted  more  enthnaiiim  tbr  Ibe  art,  more 
reterred,  and  with  a  pencrering  Indnatry,  more  acntenett  of 
ep  boll  at  a  diitance,  inTeatigatioo,  more  penpimiCy  of  eipreasion, 
•itioD,  manly  eonrage,  or  indeed  a  greater  ahare  ot  naOiral  do- 
■eoae  is  tempered  with  qnence,  than  William  Hunter.  He  ezcxUed, 
id  endearment,  if  in  very  mach,  any  lectnrer  whom  I  bare  ever 
■nd  relation  of  life  ahe  heard,  in  the  clearataa  of  hia  arrangement, 
he  beat  ot  daoghten,  the  aptnaa  of  hia  iUoatraCiana,  and  Ibe  ele. 
'  above  all  the  looks  to  gaooe  of  hia  diction.  He  was,  perhaps,  the 
)d  with  hnmiUty  and  bett  teacher  of  anatomy  that  ctct  liied." 
'  consdooa  that  abe  is  Aa  a  teacher  of  midirifery  he  waa  not  lean 
at  acceptable  to  him  dlatlnguidied,  and  rendered,  the  greatest 
hexe  in  whateier  serrice  to  aociety  by  incnlcadng  the  propriety 
I  to  place  her, — then  of  tniating  much.  In  all  caaea  of  labour,  to 
ler  mother.  the  ontssuted  efforts  of  natnre,  and  of  em- 
ploying inatramentt  only  where  abaolately 
tqfB^foli.  necessary.  He  rejected  all  parade,  all 
iipensable  attendance  wrangling,  and  tobtlety,  in  hia  lecturea,  and 
Ing  my  moat  sincere  did  not  aim  so  much  at  shewing  his  students 
itt,  for  the  Tciy  great  what  he  knew,  bat  laboured  to  abow 
tordabip  has  d<nie  me.  and  describe  as  clearly  as  pooible  what 
itcept  the  thanks  of  a  they  on^  to  learn.  Sir  Gilbert  In. 
■nnoteipresa  In  words  formed  me,  that  the  great  secret  of  William 
Mding  your  soothing  Hunter's  success  aa  a  pablic  tiacber  was 
y  you  lordship's  kind  after  aU  mainly  to  be  attribnted  to  the 
I  I  can  be  after  talcing  minute  and  profound  knowledge  he  possessed 
at  a  calamity ;  1  (eel  of  every  aabject  which  he  discussed.  In  ad- 
f  a  thousand  things  Tanced  life  he  continoed  to  deliver  lectnrea, 
.  I  wiah  totalkupon  though  attended  with  pecuniary  lota,  becauie 
Doat  forget.  We  will  he  considered  it  a  duty  which  be  owed  to  tfao 
At  this  moment  I  public  to  do  so.  When  he  was  abont  Co 
nd  there  who  listens  to  close  his  earthly  career,  hia  mind  ititl  re. 
me  (o  tay  to  you,  in  •  curred  to  that  occupation  which  he  had  re- 
he  happy  again  ;  who  garded  aa  the  moat  important  and  delightful 
ike  care,  for  her  sake,  of  hia  life.  "  I  wish  now,''  be  said,  "  that 
rdiild.  I  had  strength  to  bear  beiDKoajricdiolD  my 
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theatre,  that  I  mig^  tell  my  pupils  how  Buchanan  proceeds  to  sa^ :  ''Myatten- 

muchcomifbrtandfaAppiQen  IfeeL"    When  tion  was  particularly  directed  to  thia 

outhebfuikofdU8olation,hewid,  "iflhad  appearance  of  the  serum  in  the  year 

strength  enoDgh  to  hold  a  pen,  1  would  write  1840,  owing   to    the   frequency  with 

how  easy  and  pleasant  it  is  to  die."    His  whidi  it  presented  itself  during  some 

deathoocurredon  the  30th  of  March,  1783.  experiments  I  was  then  enge^ed  in 

Such  was  the  peaceful  and  happy  end  of  miOdng    on  the    constitution  of   the 

one  whose  talents  through  Ufe  had  been  de-  ^lood.    I  ohscrved  with  Hunter,  that  it 

voted  to  the  active  service  of  marftind,  and  ^^  ^^           common  occurrence  in  the 

who  had  been  const^Uy  animated  with  ^  ^,j^  ^^  ^        ^^          ^j^^  ^^^  ^^ 

^^J^^^^^^^J^J  ^  Wed,  eithe?  hecaus^  they  were,  or 

fnend  and  guide  of  nis  early  years  !<^-  _        j^u         i        j.v                    *. 

"As  I  haTe  no  chUdri  to  Bbm>tb  my  »ttPP«|ed  themselves  to  he,  pregnant ; 

attention,  my  affection  to  the  public  utiKty,  »°d  whom,  if  no  circumstances  forbade, 

whatever  tends  to  make  mankind  happier,  »^  «^a8  the  custom  to  gratify  m  their 

whatever  raises  them  from  ignorance  and  request.    Now,  as  these  young  women 

barbarity,  and  teaches  them  to  epjoy  the  were  for  the  most  Dart  strong  and  lusty , 

higher  pleasures  of  Ufe,  I  think  should  be  the  and  therefore  likely  to  take  their  food 

great  objects  of  men  who  have  been  blessed  well,  J  was  in  doubt  whether  to  ascribe 

with  education.    Judge,  then,  what  pleasure  the  whiteness  of  the  serum  to  their 

I  have  in  hearing  of  the  good  works  going  on  peculiar  state  of  body,  or  to  the  food 

with  you.    The  flourishing  state  of  your  which  they  had  probably  taken  not 

University  gives  me  a  very  sincere  pleasure  long  before.    To  resolve  these  doubts, 

indeed,  and  the  more  as  the  cause  is  so  much  the  most  direct  mode  was  to  have  a 

in  yoonclf.    TcU  me  honestly,  if  you  are  pgreon  in  sound  health  bled  at  different 

not  much  happier  to  be  so  instnunental  hi  perfods  after  a  full  meal,  so  as  to  observe 

doing  so  much  good,  and  with  m>  d«ierved  a  ^y^  ^f(^^  ^£  digestion  upon  the  blood. 

T^^;:^irTj::'^S^^  Accordmglv,  -Strong  l^^t^y  young 

worldfySTSuld  bring  in.    Go  on,  and  ™n,  to  wfcom  a  ««d  dinner  was  an 

in  the  Gaining  part  of  the  short  Ufe  of  eauivalent  for  theloss  of  a  few  ounces 

man.  enjoy  that  longer  life  of  fame  which  of ^^ood,  was  easi  y  prevailed  upon  to 

death  will  not  be  able  to  take  away."  ^^^^^^  ^o  the  following  regimen  and 

treatment.    He  had  no  breakfast,  and 

at  four  o*clock  had  for  dinner   one 

ON  THE  pound  of  beef-steak,  half-a-pound  of 

bread,  sixteen  liquid  ounces  of  brown 

WHITE  OR  OPAQUE  SERUM  soup,  and  half-a-botUe  of  porter.  Three 

OF  THE  BLOOD*.  ounces  of  blood  were  then  taken  from  a 

-     ^             »                 ,,  ^  vein  in  the  arm   at   three   different 

By  Anbrbw  Buchakan,  M.D.  periods;  the  first  time,  half  an  hour 

ProfewironheiMtitttUj^  after  the  meal;   the  second  Ume,  an 

'  hour  and  forty  minutes  after  it;  and 

—  the  last  time,  next  morning  at  eight 

"  It  is  well  known  to  all  who  have  o'clock,  or  sixteen  hours  after  the  meal, 

been  in  the  habit  of  examining  the  P^  ^^  ^J^"P,  ^^*^  f4^^  \^.*^« 
characters  of  the  blood,  that  the  serum  interval.  The  blood  as  it  issued  from 
which  separates  from  it,  instead  of  tne  vein  had  the  usual  appearance,  and 
being  transparent  andof  a  yellow  colour  *^®  serum  which  separated  from  it  waa 
as  we  usually  find  it,  is  sometunes  *^**'  ^^^  ^ame  in  quantity  each  time, 
opaque  and  turbid,  white  as  if  milk  had  T**®  ^^^  ^°^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  whitish 
been  diffused  through  it,  or  otherwise  ?.?^  ^^^^^  5  ^^«  second  tima  it  was 
discoloured.  Such  serum  is  usually  "*«  ^'^^V '»  ^°^^^  ^*^«  ^"^^  ^^^  »^  ^^ 
spoken  of  as  white  or  milky  serum."  perfectly  limpid.  The  orassamentum 
After  an  historical  view  of  the  obser-  ^^  Sr^  ^^^  ^"^  occaaions  exhibited 
vations  made  and  opinions  entertained  ^^othmg  peculiar,  while  on  the  last  it 
upon  the  subject  of  milky  serum,  in  was  covered  with  a  transparent  fibrinous 
which  Haller,  Tulp,  Hewson,  Hunter,  *^™?^  beautifully  interspersed  with 
Dr.  Trail,  Dr.  Christison,  Dr.  Williams,  y^^*«  ^^^  5  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  medical 
and  M.  Lecanu,  are  referred  to.  Dr.  f"e°?t  who  assisted  me  m  these  mves- 
tigations,  to  compare  it  to  a  precious 

•ftiomtheTran«acUon«oftbeGla«gowPhilo.  Stone.           .  ^^    ,                     ^    ^ 

iophicai  Society,  March  i8i4.  As  it  might  be  supposed  th^t  this 
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young  man's  blood  was  white  before  he 
look  dinner,  the  two  following  trials 
were  made  to  obviate  that  objection. 

A  vigorous  man  of  about  35  yean 
of  age,  after  fasting  19  hours,  had  for 
dinner,  twenty  ounces  of  beef-steak, 
sixteen  liquid  ounces  of  brown  soup, 
and  eight  ounces  of  bread.  He  was 
bled  immediately  before  his  meal,  and 
three  times  after  it,  two  ounces  of  blood 
being  taken  away  each  time.  The 
serum  obtained  from  the  first  bleeding 
before  the  meal  was  perfectly  limpid; 
the  serum  from  the  second  bleeding, 
three  hours  and  fifteen  minutes  after 
the  meal,  whs  turbid ;  the  serum  from 
the  third  bleeding,  eight  hours  and 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  meal,  was  still 
thicker ;  while  that  from  the  last  bleed- 
ing, eighteen  hours  after  the  meal,  was 
again  quite  limpid,  although  some 
supper  had  been  eaten  in  the  interval. 

Ine  young  man  first  mentioned, 
after  fasting  eighteen  hours,  dined  upon 
sixteen  ounces  of  brown  soup,  tour 
ounces  of  bread,  eight  ounces  of  pota- 
toes, twenty  ounces  of  beef-steak,  and 
sixteen  ounces  of  London  porter,  and 
fasted  eighteen  hours  after  the  meal. 
He  had  blood  taken  from  his  arm  four 
times  to  the  extent  of  two  ounces  each 
time.  The  scrum  of  the  blood  first 
taken,  immediately  before  the  meal, 
was  of  an  amber  yellow,  and  quite  trans- 

tiarent;  the  serum  from  the  second 
deeding,  two  hours  and  ten  minutes 
after  the  meal,  was  turbid ;  the  serum 
from  the  third  bleeding,  eight  hours 
after  the  meal,  was  turbid ;  the  serum 
from  the  third  bleeding,  eight  hours 
after  the  meal,  was  exactly  of  the 
colour  of  water  gruel  and  quite  opaque ; 
the  serum  of  the  blood  lust  taken, 
eighteen  hours  after  the  meal,  was  still 
turbid,  its  limpidity  not  having  been, 
as  after  his  uf^ual  fare,  restored  by  an 
eighteen -hours*  fast. 
.  I  n  neither  of  the  two  last  cases  did  the 
blood,  as  it  issued  from  the  arm,  present 
white  streaks  or  any  thing  else  unusual. 
The  crassamcntum  of  the  blood  drawn 
before  the  meal  was  in  both  cases  of 
the  usual  red  colour  on  Ihe  surface,  as 
also  that  drawn  first  a*fter  the  meal  in 
the  last  case ;  but  in  all  the  other  in- 
stances it  exhibited  the  same  pel' 
lucid  fibrinout  crust  already  described, 
although  not  dotted  in  the  same  re- 
markable way.  We  can  scarcely  avoid 
the  conclusion  that  this  pellucid  crust 
is  connected  with  finished  digestion, 


when  we  reflect  that  out  of  nine  Wed! 
ings  practised  wiihin  eighteen  \\m 
after  a  very  full  meal,  tlm  ctust  \ix\ 
observed  on  every  occRsion,  if  we  exce  J 
those  in  which  the  Wood  was  dmnl 
within  three  hours  and  n  quarter  of  t\it 
period  of  taking  the  meal. 

These  observations,  the  accumcv  »!' 
which  I  have  since  had  opponuiuu^ 
of  confirming,  appear  to  me  to  leave  no 
doubt  as  to   the  origin  of  the  whiu 
colour  of  the  serum  of  the  blood.  Whtu 
a  healthy    man    is  bled  fksling,  his 
blood   yields  serum  of  a  transpirem 
yellow  colour,  like  light  Sherry  wine, 
varying  in  the  depth  of  the  yellow  tint, 
but  always  perfectly  clear.    In  abou; 
half  an   hour  after    taking  food,  the 
serum  becomes  turbid,  the  discoloura- 
tion increases  during  several  hours  tiW 
it  attains  its  maximum,  after  which  the 
serum  becomes  again  gradually  clearer, 
till  its  limpidity  is  perfectly  restored. 
The  period  at  which  the  discolouration 
is  greatest,   and  the  length  of    time 
dunng  which  it  continues,  must  depend 
mainly  on  the  quantity  of  food  taken, 
but  also  in  some  degree  on  its  quality, 
as  some  kinds  of  food  are  digested  more 
readily  than  others.     It  may,  however, 
be  stated,  so  far  as  the  observations  i 
have   made   enable  me   to  judge,  that 
after  a  full  meal  of  different  kinds  of 
food,    the    discolouration    is    greatest 
about  six  or  eight  hours  after  the  repast, 
and  that  probably  somewhat  more  than 
an    equal  period  elapses    before    the 
serum  regains  its  limpidity.     The  dif- 
ferences of  colour,  which  are  consider- 
able, probably  depend  on  the  different 
substances  digested :  and  it  is  interest- 
ing in  this  point  of  view  to  remark,  that 
the  colour   varies    in   the    successive 
bleedings  after  the  same  meal,  as  if  the 
different  alimentary  principles  produced 
different  kinds  of  discolouration,   and 
entered  the  blood-vessels  at  difierent 
periods. 

If  these  views  be  correct,  it  is  cleai 
that  a  milky  state  of  the  serum  of  tlic 
blood  is  a  phenomenon  of  the  heaJtli3i 
body,  and  cannot  in  itself  be  regfardeci 
as  a  symptom  of  disease.    There   arei 
nevertheless,  certain  circumstances    im 
which  this  appearance  may  serve    tc\ 
indicate  the  existence  of  disease,    an 
when  it  continues   during    a    longcej 
period  than  according  to  the  lavirs   o 
nealth  it   ought    to  do.      A  case     i 
mentioned    above,    in     which,     aftc 
eighteen  hours  fasting,  the  serum    < 
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the  blood  was  still  loaded  with  white  observed  both  by  Hewson  and  Hunter, 
"-       particles.      The  only   inference   that  that  after  the  liquid  has  stQod  for  some 
'        could  be  drawn  from  this  fact,  was,  that  time,  the  white  particles  separate  from 
'        the  individual  had  taken  a  more  than  it,  and  rise  to  the  surface  like  cream, 
usually  large  quantity  of  food,  and  that  Ilewson  attempted  to  effect  this  separa- 
'        the  digestion  in  the  blood- vessels  was  tion  by  churning  the  serum,  but  with- 
protracted  in  proportion.    Perhaps  it  out  success.     1  accidentally  hit  upon  a 
^        would  not  be  warrantable  to  deduce  process  by  which  the  object  is  readily 
uny  other  inference,  even    were    the  effected.     It  consists  in  saturating  the 
'-       milkiness  to  continue  for  twenty-four  liquid  with  common    salt,    whicn  so 
or  thir;y-six  hours  after  a  full  meal,  much  augments  its   specific    gravity, 
But  when  this  milkness  continues  for  that  the  opaque   particles    becoming 
i        several  days,  although  the  appetite  is  relatively  lighter,  rise  to  the  surface, 
\        gone  and    no    fresh  supply  of   food  either    immediately,    or    soon    after. 
*  taken,  it  then  becomes  probable  that  This  process  has  the  further  advantage 
I        the  digestion  in  the  blood-vessels  is  no  of  preserving  the  liquid. 
I        longer  going  on,  as  in  the  healthy  state;  The  white  matter  separated  by  the 
i        being,  like  all  other  functions  of  the  filter  is  insoluble  in  whter,  and  is  thus 
I        body,  subject  to  retardation  and  de-  ^asilypurifiedfrom  the  salt  with  which 
!         rangcment  from  the  condition  of  the  it  is  mixed  on  the  filtering  paper,  by 
organsby  which  it  is  performed.    Thus  stee^jing  the  latter  in  water,  and  then 
:        Morgagni  found  the  serum  white  in  the  cautiously  drawing  off  the  water  holding 
f        blood  of  two  patients  labouring  under  the  salt  in  solution.    Thus  obtained  it 
fevers ;  of  which  he  describes  the  one  has  the  form  of  a  fine  white  powder, 
as  malignant  and  attended  with  much  which  in  two  specimens  in  my  posses- 
danger,  and  the  other  as  verging  to  sion  bears  a  very  close  resemblance  to 
malignity.    In  the  former,  the  white-  wheaten  floui*.    On  holding  a  little  of 
ness  was  observed  in  blood  taken  by  it  in  the  flame  of  a  spirit  lamp  upon  a 
the  three    last  of   four   venesections  platinum  spatula,  it  was  immediately 
which  were  required ;  and  in  the  latter,  charred,  ana  burned  away  almost  com- 
in  blood  taken  on  the  third,  and  again  pletely.    Dr.  R.  D.  Thomson  was  kind 
on  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease. •  enough  to  examine  a  specimen  of  it  for 
I  conclude  with  a  few  remarks  upon  tne,  but  it  was  too  minute  in  quantity 
the  physical  and  chemical  characters  of  to  admit  of  a  satisfactory  analysis.    He 
white  or  milky  serum.  found  it  quite  insoluble  in  ether  and  al- 
The  colour  of  the  serum  is  generally  cohol,  while  it  dissolved  in  caustic  pot- 
a  milk-white ;   sometimes  a  cream-yef-  ash.    On   boiling  it  in  a  solution  of 
low,  or  a  yellowish-brown;  when  the  sugar  of  lead,  it  gave  traces  of  black 
liquid  lears  a  striking  resemblance  to  sulphuret.      He  concluded,  therefore, 
thm  oatmeal  gruel.    There    is  some-  that  it  contained  no  fixed  oil,  and  con- 
times  little  discolouration,  the  serum  sisted  most  probably  of  a  proteine  com- 
merely  losing  its  limpidity,  and  chang-  pound,  like  albumen  or  fibrin, 
ing  its  hue  so  as  to  resemble  a  weak  Po*^«crt))/.— After  the  meeting  of  the 
syrup  made  of  coarse  sugar.  Society  on  the  evening  of  the  13th 
In  all  the    instances  in  which    I  inst.,  it  occurred  to  me  as  possible  that 
have  examined  the  liquid  with  the  mi-  the  starch  might  be  converted  by  the 
croscope,  it  showed  a  ^eat  number  of  organs  of  digestion  into  sugar,  and  be 
solid  granules  mechanically  suspended  absorbed  in  that  form  into  the  blood, 
in  it.    They  are  less  in  size  than  the  I  accordingly  procured  some  yeast  next 
corpuscles  of  the  blood,  generally  of  day,  and  treated  with  it  the  serum  of 
irregular  shape,   but  often  spherical,  the  blood,  whicH  had  been  taken  three 
and  having  the  appearance  of  a  nucleus  hours  after  the  meal,  proceeding  in  the 
in  the  centre,  most  probably  ft-om  the  same  way  in  which  I  am  in  the  habit 
refraction  of  light.      These  particles  bfexamining  diabetic  urine.  Fermenta- 
were  as  abundant  in  the  syrup-like  se-  tion  ensued,  and  continued  about  forty- 
rum   as  in  the  more  oparjuc  varieties ;  eight  hours,  the  heat  not  having  been 
but  they  were  less  regjular  in  shape,  and  regularly   maintained.       The    serum 
seemed  to  be  themselves  translacent.  from  the  blood  of  another  individual 
It  sometimes  happens,  as  has  been  who  had  used  the  same  diet,  but  more 

. sparingly,  was    treated  in   the    same 

*  Morg.  Epi8t.49,  Art.  22.  manner,  when  the  same  result  ensued, 
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only  the  gns  was  somewhat  more 
abundant.  But  what  struck  me  as 
more  remarkable  still,  was,  that  the  se^ 
rum  of  the  blood  which  had  been  taken 
Iraa  both  these  individgds  after  fiufr- 


iWMiitH  J  of  gas  obtained  was  mnch  less 
than  in  the  former  instances.  I  found 
that  the  laigest  quantity  of  gas  obtained 
in  these  experiments  was  about  equal 
to  that  obtained  by  means  of  the  same 
apparatus,  from  a  solution  of  sugar  in 
water,  containing  five  grains  to  the 
ounce.  Should  farther  observations 
confirm  the  idea  here  suggested  of  the 
existence  of  sugar  in  the  blood  as  a 
normal  product  it  is  obvious  that  a 
corresponding  modification  must  be 
made  of  the  prevailing  theories  of  dia- 
betes, according  to  which  the  produc- 
tion of  sugar  is  regarded  as  the  essen- 
tial derangement  of  action  in  which 
that  disease  consists. 

[Dr.  Buchanan's  observations  go  to 
prove  that  the  ordinary  kind  of  white 
serum  is  caused  by  the  presence  of 
chylous  matter  in  the  blood ;  and  this 
conclusion  a^es  with  the  researches 
of  Mr.  Gulhver,  who  states  that  he 
often  observed  a  milky  condition  of  the 
serum  in  young  and  pnerfectly  healthy 
animals  during  digestion,  both  in  the 
arterial  and  venous  blood  (Appendix  to 
Gerber's  Anatomv,  p.  21  and  22).  He 
also  found  the  milky  matter  to  be,  both 
in  its  chemical  and  microscopical 
character,  identical  with  the  molecu* 
lar  base  of  the  chyle,  which  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  is  of  a  fatty 
nature  (Gerber's  Anatomy,  Note,  page 
56,  and  Appendix,  p.  23).  It  is  true 
that  a  few  globules  about  -^j^  of  an 
inch  in  diameter  existed  in  the  milky 
matter;  but  the  mass  of  it  was  com- 
posed of  very  minute  molecules,  which 
may  be  assumed  as  the  characteristic 
element,  as  the  ground  or  base  of  the 
chyle. 

And  thus  far  it  is  easy  to  reconcile 
these  facts  with  the  facts  announced  by 
Hewson  ;  who  states  that  the  milky 
matter  of  blood  is  composed  of  exceed- 
ingly minute  globules,  comparable  to 
the  smallest  globules  of  mi?k,  spherical 
in  shape,  regular  or  equal  sized,  and 
only  just  visible  under  a  lens  of  ^  of 
an  inch  focus,  (Exp.  Inquiries,  part  1, 
third  edition,  page  141,  et  seq.)  a  de- 
scription agreeing  remarkabiv  well 
with  Mr.  Gulliver's  account  of  the  mo- 


lecular base  of  the  chyle,  especially 
when  we  recollect  that  Hewson,  like 
GalHvcr,  considered  the  milky  matter 
of  blood  to  be  of  a  iaity  nature  (loc. 
cit^l4B). 

TlUB  &r  KwaoB^  frets  Mem  to  be 
incontrovertible.  Not  so,  however, 
the  explanation  which  he  has  ^ven  of 
these  facts.  He  did  not  think  it  proba« 
ble  that  the  milky  serum  was  caused  by 
unassimilated  chyle,  because  he  found 
the  appearance  in  persons  of  bad  appe- 
tite,  wno  were  subject  to  vomiting ;  and 
finding  this  appearance  in  the  blood  of 
persons  of  plethoric  habit,  inclined  to 
corpulency,  with  a  stoppage  of  a  natu- 
ral evacuation,  he  conjectured  that  the 
milkv  serum  was  caused  by  reabsorbed 
fat  (loc.  cit.,  p.  150).  Yet  he  adds  in  a 
note,  that  he  would  not  conclude  that 
the  chyle  does  not  in  the  human  sub- 
ject occasionallv  colour  the  serum ;  and 
if,  like  Dr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Gulliver, 
Hewson  had  carefully  observed  the 
blood  of  healthy  brutes  and  of  man 
during  digestion,  it  is  probable  that  his 
deduction  from  the  racts  would  have 
been  similar  to  the  results  above  given. 

But,  after  all,  it  is  not  improoablc 
that  there  are  two,  if  not  more,  kinds 
of  milky  serum  ;  one  dependent  on  an 
admixture  of  chylous  matter,  and 
another  connected  with  causes  of  a 
more  obscure  nature  occurring  in  dis- 
ease. Of  the  latter  sort,  the  white  sc- 
rum observed  by  Morgagni  in  malig- 
nant fever,  and  cited  by  Dr.  Buchanan 
(p.  7).  may  be  regarded  as  an  example. 

The  subject,  therefore,  requires  rur- 
ther  research ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  will  be  undertaken  by  an  ob- 
server like  Dr.  Buchanan. — Ed.  Gaz.] 

ACESIUS* : 
A  svarXT  OF  tbb  stbical  eklations  or 

IfBOrCINB. 

By  C.  F.  H.  Marx,  M.D.  &c. 
(7br  the  Loudon  Medieol  Gazetie,) 

[Our  readers  were,  we  believe,  unani- 
mous in  their  approbation  of  the  ele- 
fant  essay,  on  the  Decrease  of  Disease, 
y  the  accomplished  Professor  of  Got- 
tingen,  which  appeared  in  the  pages  of 
our  volume  just  concluded.  We  have 
reason  to  think  that  the  series  of  short 
papers,  of  which  the  first  now  appears, 

*  AiMvtbc,  the  Healer,  from  aucco^uu,  medeor, 
and  Mcoif,  medicamentuiD.— Kd.  Gaz. 
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from  the  same  admirable  pen,    that  he  with  whom  I  thus  hold  converse 

only   leaves  traces  of  ^dness   and  is  never  of  the  present  day ;  he  is  often 

truth,  of  wisdom  and  piety,  where  it  of  an  age  tliat  has  long  gone  by.    But 

has  been,  will  prove  no  less  acceptable  I  have  in  this  way  gained  ample  scope 

to  the  patrons  of  the  London. Medical  for  the  selection  of  my  correspondents, 

Gazette.     We  have  therefore   great  and  have  felt  myself  perfectly  free  to 

pleasure  in  presenting  them  with  the  write  as  my  thoughts  prompted  me; 

Preface,  and  first  Letter,  of  Dr.  Marx's  and  I  think  that  £e  who  m  not  indSs* 

AKMtrioi,  this  day ;   promising,  in  the  poacd  to  the  purpose  which  I  iMwe  at 

name  of  the  author,  short  biographical  iMBft  in  these  letter^aad  wkaupproves 

notices  of  the  several  personages  to  of  their  tendasey,  wiQ  exm/tt  ne  the 

whom  his  letters  are  addressed,  by  and  fancy  wfaieh  htm  led  me  out  of  the 

by.— Ed.  Gaz.]  hnafynatot^  to  address  myself  to  the 

apiRti  of  departed  greatness. 

preface.  ^^             *              C.  p.  H.  Marx. 

AcEsius  (AkwIos),  or  the  Healer,  was  cwttingcn,  May  le,  1844.      '     ' 

one  of  the  names  bj  which  the  Greeks  

designated   the   Divinity  whom    the 

Egypttana  entitled  Harpokrates.    Born  To  Stieglitz,— 

at  thie  winter  s<rfstice,  he  was  emblema-  Ever  since  the  30th  of  October,  1840, 


tical  of  the  weakness  of  the  sun  at  mid-  when  you  said  farewell  to  your  friends 

winter;  bat  he  also  typified  the  hope  upon  earth,  not  my  letter-paper  but 

d  renovated  life  with  the  return  of  the  my  da^^s  have  been  surrounded  with  a 

god  of  day  to  the  superior  signs.    He  mourning  rim. 

was  therefore  an  apt  emblem  of  the  With  the  unexpected  news  of  your 

sick  man's  feebleness  coupled  with  the  decease,  I  felt  that  the  death  of  my 

prospect  of  his  recovery.    Harpocrates  friend  had  made  a  rent  in  my  heart, 

was  represented  with  his  finger  upon  that  the  departure  of  a  great  man  was 

his  lips,  significant  of  the  holy  reserve  a  kind  of  flaw  in  my  nature, 

which  the  initiated  into  his  mysteries  Nearly  four  years  have  fled  under 

were  held  as   pledged  to  observe. —  impressions  ofvarious  kinds  since  then  f 

(Sprengel,  Hist,  of  Medicine,  3d  edit,  but  my  spirit  is  still  shaken  as  if  I  had 

i.  p.  72.)  lost  you  only  yesterday; — the  magni- 

I  attach  myself  in   the  follow^ing  tude  of  the  loss  has  only  become  clearer 

pa^es  to  the  first  consolatory  and  hope-  to  my  mind. 

bnnging  symbol  especially.  My  pur-  To  bring  the  long  years  in  which  I 
pose  is  to  pass  in  earnest  review  some  lived  with  you  in  such  familiar  inter- 
of  the  most  essential  and  momentous  change  of  thought  and  sentiment  more 
toi>ics  of  the  healing  art.  Secrets,  mys-  closely  before  me,  and  to  hold  a  kind 
teries,  however,  if  any  such  there  are  of  resurrection-festival  to  your  love 
or  ought  to  be  in  medicine,  I  mean  not  and  honour,  I  once  began  to  rear  a 
to  touch  upon.  I  do  not  treat  of  me-  monument  of  tender  recollection  to 
thods  of  cure,  nor  yet  of  curative  your  memory;  but  however  excellent 
means ;  but  of  things  which  lie  open  to  the  material,  the  chisel  in  my  trembling 
every  eye,  which  are  engraven  in  every  hand  refused  the  task, 
heart,  and  which  are  most  intimately  And,  to  speak  truth,  my  poor  pre- 
connected  with  the  venr  soul  of  the  sentment  is  not  required :  for  to  con- 
medical  profession  and  of  medical  temporaries  you  were  a  lofty  model, 
practice— the  ethical,  the  moral,  the  and  your  works  remain  to  posterity, 
individually  reputable  -  these  are  the  Tome,  nevertheless,  vouever  present 
subjects  that  form  my  theme.  yourself  as  a  beloved  father  or  instruc- 

That  I  have  thrown  my  thoughts  tor  putting  forth  his  hands  to  bless.— 

into  the  shape  of  letters  hap{>ened  m>m  Wherefore  is  my  heart  softened  more 

this;  that  I  naturally  had  an  individual  than  wont  to-day  P  wherefore  do  I  in- 

in  my  eye, — some  master  in  one  de-  voke  your  name  more  fervently  now 

partment  or  another  of  our  art, — whose  than  usual?    Because  I  am  about  to 

character,  purposes,  fate  in  life,  or  au-^  speak  of  men  who  consecrated  their 

tobiography,  seemed  to  me  particularly  thoughts  and  their  energies  in  life  to 

to  illustrate  the  subject  that  lay  before  pure  numanity.    With  such  a  purpose 

me.    To  him,  almost  naturally,  I  ad-  before  me,  shade  of  Stie^litz  I  you  will 

dressed  myself.    It  will  be  seen  that  not  take  it  amiss  that  I  think  first  of  you. 
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You  pofiseflsed  two  qualUiea  whicb 
are  more  rarely  found  united  in  the 
same  .practitioner  than  is  commonly 
supposed,  —  genius  and  experience. 
Through  this  it  was,  unquestionably, 
that  you  possessed  that  admirable  tact 
in  prognosis;  for  Euripides,  in  his 
Helena,  calls  the  union  just  alluded  to 
the  surest  soothsayer ;  or  as  our  own 
national  poet*,  speaking  of  Columbus, 
has  it,  that  the  anticipated  land,  had 
it  not  yet  been,  must  needs  have  risen 
from  the  bed  of  the  ocean  to  greet  him 
on  his  westWKrd  course — in  such  inti- 
mate relationship  does  nature  stand 
with  genius ;  even  so  would  you  have 
created  theoretical  medicine  had  you 
not  found  it  already  extant. 

But  it  is  not  my  present  purpose  to 
speak  of  you  in  this  direction ;  i  would 
here  and  at  this  time  only  proclaim 
and  indicate  what  prolific. germs  your 
wide  spread  activity  sowed  in  the  moral 
soil. 

The  leading  feature  in  your  charac- 
ter, the  love  of  troth,  you  fostered  as 
philosopher  by  severe  criticism,  as  man 
by  intent  and  deed.  With  your  inhe- 
rent abhorrence  of  falsehood,  of  a  lie 
in  every  shape,  you  had  the  boldness, 
where  necessary,  to  call  things  by  thehr 
right  names,  and,  without re^^rd  to  the 
assent  or  countenance  of  others,  to  give 
utterance  to  your  intimate  convictions. 

As  in  the  search  after  truth  you  aU 
ways  chose  for  yourself  the  shortest 
way  betwixt  the  plan  and  its  per-> 
formance,  so  did  you  exercise  towards 
others  the  difficult  but  indispensable 
duty  of  frequently  saying  No. 

In  your  work  On  the  Conduct  of  the 
Physician  at  the  Bedside,  you  showed 
with  as  much  clearness  as  kindness 
that  the  patient  only  profits  by  the  con- 
sultation when  his  attendants  agree  in 
their  views  of  the  essential  nature  of 
his  case,  and  are  well  inclined  towards 
one  another.  The  engraving  which 
forms  the  frontispiece  of  Fritze's  Annals, 
after  Chodowiecki's  picture,  in  which 
the  sick  man  looks  out  from  his  bed 
with  more  than  significance  in  his  ex- 
pression npon  the  three  descendants  of 
the  Asklepiades  who  are  intent  upon 
their  consultation,  you  always  spoke  of 
as  true  to  nature;  and  you  undoubtedly 
knew  the  epitaph  on  Hadrian's  raonu* 
ment :  Turba  medicorum  perdidit  C«- 
sarem. 


With  the  same  untiring  industry 
wherewith  you  strove  to  obtain  inde« 
pendent  views  of  all  phenomena,  and 
to  gather  arguments  in  support  of  your 
opinions,  with  like  gentleness  of  spirit 
were  you  disposed  to  listen  to  the  views 
and  arguments  of  others.  Your  induU 
gence  in  judging  of  others,  your  ex- 
cuses for  sil  imperfections,  infused  re- 
spect and  admiration,  if  they  did  not 
always  liestow  the  ability  to  imitate  you. 

As  there  is  no  code  of  laws  for  the 
medical  practitioner,  you  pardoned 
mistakes,  out  not  readily  injurious  pro- 
cedures. Your  own  persuasion  that  the 
tables  of  the  law  which  man  received 
originally  from  God  were  occupied  by 
but  few  commandments,  you  never 
forced  upon  others.  You  desired  that 
the  acts  of  the  medical  practitioner 
miffhl  be  viewed  as  moral  transactions, 
and  rather  to  be  prized  in  the  purpose 
than  in  the  efl^ct. 

As  you  made  it  a  fundamental  rule 
of  action  to  depart  no  more  in  the 
affairs  of  life  than  of  art,  from  the 
highest  motives,  so  did  yon  with  in- 
creasing years  withdrawyonrselfgreatly 
from  practice — a  course  that  was  not 
understood  and  was  even  falsely  con- 
strued by  many. 

You  were  desirous,  however,  of  leav- 
ing to  younger  talent  a  freer  stage  for 
the  development  of  its  capacities,  and 
to  dedicate  the  more  unembarrassed 
hours  of  leisure  thus  secured  to  study 
and  to  writing.  And  I  have  myself 
had  ample  opportunity  of  knowing  with 
what  care  and  -comprehensiveness  you 
perused  and  criticised  the  works  of 
strangers. 

You  still  met  the  new  proposals,  the 
bright  anticipations,  of^  enthusiastic 
youth,  with  heartiness ;  into  the  minds 
of  your  younger  brethren  you  poured 
sage  advice,  and  set  before  them  in  at- 
tractive lights  the  goal  to  be  attained. 
Each  word  you  spoke  sounded  like  a 
lesson,  each  lesson  like  an  intimate 
conversation— indelibly  did  it  sink  into 
the  soul;  pregnant  with  future  fruits 
did  it  there  take  root  and  grow. 

Science  and  the  land  you  served  will 
ever  hold  your  memory  in  honour; 
with  me  it  will  be  cherished  to  my 
latest  breath. 


*ScliiUer. 


DIL  MAVO'S  record  OP  CASES.  If 

RECORD  OP  CASES.  this  day  to  the  7th  of  June  large  cre- 

By  Thomas  Mayo.  M.D.  F.R.S.  Pi^^V^  ^»«  J?-^'^'^f*i!.PT^^"'''*^!{I 

—-   .  .     .  .u  ,  -           #  o»  ».     ,  V  the  lower  portions  of  both  lun^,  with 

Ph,.ici«i  to  the  Infirmary  of  St.  Maiyiebonc.  deficient  ve^cuiarity  and  some  dulness 

[ContimiedAromp.438ofVol.  xxxiv.]  on  percussion,  at  first  principally  on 

the  right  side,  then  on  the  left    There 

The  following  cases  may  have  some  ^^  ^^^tle  dyspncea,  and  no  pain,  ex- 
interest  as  illustrating  the  complication  «ept,  on  the  22d  of  May,  a  sharp  ac- 
of  thoracic  with  cerebral  congestion,  cession  of  pam  under  the  left  mamma, 
which  was  the  subject  of  a  former  ^th  deficient  resniratory  murmur  m 
article  contributed  by  mc  to  the  Ga-  ^^^  neighbouring  lung,  and  increased 
ZETTE*.  sound  of  the  heart.  This  pain  was* 
G.  Sharpc,  aged  42  years,  was  ad-  easily  relieved  by  six  leeches.  The 
mitted  Into  the  Marylebone  Infirmary,  PJjlse  ranged  generally  at  about  84. 
April  17,  1844.  He  was  well  and  The  tongue  was  coaled  m  the  centre, 
rather  strongly  made,  his  hair  dark,  During  this  period  pf  time  a  free  ex- 
his  complexion  pale.  His  manner  was  Pfctoration  of  thick  lumps  of  dark 
conftised  and  nervous,  his  articulation  olood  continued,  and  the  visage  became 
imperfect  and  uncertain :  he  seemed  very  ansBmious.  Meanwhile  the  mind 
constantly  drowsy ;  his  only  complaint  became  clear  and  sound,  the  drowsi- 
was  of  pain  in  the  head.  The  pulse  ness  ceased,  the  articulation  righted 
small;  there  was  some  slight  cough,  itself.  Lp  to  the  7th  of  June,  the  last- 
He  was  at  first  examined  in  this  latter  mentioned  treatment  had  been  con- 
relation  only  under  the  clavicles,  and  t^^^ed,  the  calomel  being  reduced  to 
under  both  his  breathing  was  excited,  J^e  dose  daily  from  the  17th  of  May. 
but  perfectly  vesicular.  He  could  give  J*  .was  then  discontinued,  the  mouth 
no  clear  account  of  his  previous  illness,  being  affected.    On  the  14th  of  June, 


gr. 

bytheMidenrphysiciaSpn'h^^^  slightly  purulent.  ^  On  the   22d,  aH 

jn  appearance  of  blood  had  ceased.    On 

22d.— Pain  in  the  head  abated;  in  the  3d  of  June,  1  should  observe  that 

other  respects  he  is  unaltered.    From  *  ^^^^  lister  had  been  applied  inter 

this  day  to   the  28th  symptoms    re-  •«*I«*««  V^^  'P*''^?,^  ?^°?  ^^^}' 

mained  stationary.  The  above  draughts  ,„The  patient  is  still  in  the  Infirmary 

,were  continued,  and  the  action  of  the  <SeDt.  I7th),  somewhat  anaemious  and 

bowels  maintained  by  Pil.  Ext  Colo-  weaTc,  but  free  from  complaint, 
cynth.  Co.    On  the  29th  the  face  be-        One  most  inatructive  part  of  thia 

came  highly  flushed,  and  the  breathing  <^$  ]  take  to  be  the  natural  and  unim- 

quickened.     The    pulse  was  still  of  P^ded  course  which  it  followed  during 

emaU  calibre,  and  the  action  of  the  ^J*.  ^^^^^^  period ;   though  in  saying 

heart  scarcely  audible.     The  tongue  this  I  must  myself  plead  guilty  to  some 

had   become   brown  and  rather  dry.  tardiness  mdiscovenng  its  nature,  and 

He  did  not  complain  of  any  pain  or  controlling  its  progress, 
uneasiness,  but  was  as  inattentive,  un-       ^4^"/"®  was  known  of  the  case 

observant,  and  inarticulate,  as  usual.  which  I  next  adduce  aa  of  the  above 

one,  when  it  was  received  into  the  In- 

I  directed  Cpmrb.  Cmentte  inter  Sea.  firmary,  the  22d  of   February,   1844. 

puUs  ad  Jriij. ;   Misturw  Tragaoanth.  It  appeared,  however,  that  the  patient, 

S";  •  ^"^^V^  .?*"''^":  .9J-  ^^"- »  Richard  Woollcy,  a  middle-aged  man, 

Hydrarg.  Chlond.  gr.  ij.  6U8.  y^^^  j^^^  intemperate.    He  h^  a  sharp, 

May  1st.— To-day  he  is  much  more  excited,  ever-ready  way  of  expressing 
articulate,  observant,  and  cheerful,  and  himself  and  answering  questions ;  his 
describes  h^s  head  as  greatly  relieved,  perceptions  were  clear  j  his  mind  was 
Some  bloody  sputa,  like  currant-jelly,  travelling  from  topic  to  topic  with 
are  taking  place.  I  observe  that  the  morbid  rapiditv,  but  not  without  a 
light  lungp  posteriorly  are  duller  than  rational  connection.  He  was  restless 
the  left,  and  the  breathing  less  vesicu-  in  bed,  and  would  throw  about  his  own 
lar ;  largo  crepitation  in  both.  From  cjothes  and  those  of  persons  about  him, 
•  Vrt.  xxxiv.  p.  w. *^  tbat  it  became  necessary  to  put  on 

879.— jozv*  C 


IS  DR.  \I,1S0N'»  CASE  OF 

the  itrait-waiatcoat  for  a  'jihort  titae.  ceTebnlBymptomiDf thiacBBebytheia- 
Hia  trnigDc  or  liie  hand  were  protruded  tcmperBle  hnliit  of  the  pBtienI,  wiu  that 
with  morbid  readineM  if  either  were  of  delirium  tremens.  Meanwhile  it 
Msked  for.  He  did  not  compUin  of  may  safely  be  affirmed  that  the  tuber- 
pain.  Leeches  had  been  applied  to  cular  and  congested  condition  of  the 
him  before  I  saw  him.  lung",  if  it  did  not  come  these  symp- 
On  the  23d,  I  found  him  aa  above,  tonu,  munt  have  largely  contributed 
with  a  tongue  dry  and  red  down  the  both  to  their  magnitude  nnd  to  the  to- 
middle.  His  urine  was  reported  to  be  efficacy  of  the  treatment  adopto^andw 
sufficient  in  quantity  ;  he  had  obtained  them. 

no  sleep  since  he  came  in ;   his  pulse       The  vagueness  of  meh    terms    as 

was  small  and  low.  dcliriam  tretsens  is  to  be  regretted  ; 

Uq«r.OpuSedrtiv%n„Ti.rMi.tur;  »«*  '>^r^V>,  B»oidat!e      The  above 

Cilnphoni  Vcptre.  3tis  hori.  repeteirf.  ■»?  ".  vfll'>=We  ^s  illustrating  the  su- 

donec  darmiat.    Strong   bceT-Ua  wn  pwrnnty  of  that  pathological  diagnosis 

allowed.  which  IS  founded  in  stracture,  when  it 

On  Ihe  Stth  I  found  a  small  weak  ""  ^  "^^T^',    Meanwhile  it  is  to 

pulse  i  no  sleep  had  been  obtained.  ^  regretted  that  our  nosological  sys- 

■^  I  now  was 'satisfied  that  the  case  *?■""  .»"""'  ^,  cMistrucled  as  lo  d.s- 

mnst  be  treated  entirely  as  delirium  J""*"  !?!  '^"^  heads  of  disease  which 

tremens,  and  ordered-  J"^  "»■  ''"'*'  '""^  "*<"=  *'^'>  *>*'« 

Porter,   I  pint  statim. ;   Opii,  gr.  in.;  [To  be  coatiDDcd.] 

CamphorK,  gr.  iJ.  KcnndiB  hoiii  daneo  

dormiat. 
25th,  meridie.— i   found  that  after  C48BOF 

two  of  the  above  pills  he  had  obtained  HYDATID  TUMOR  OF  THE  LITER ; 
much  good  sleep,  nut  there  was  no  im-  with  ■■mabks 

provement  in  an;  other  symptom.   The 

same  principle  of  treatment  was  con-  BTSauaKviLLiSconAuson.M.D.E 


LlctDtiste  or  the  Etofal  CoUm  of  Ph;slclaiia 


tinned. 

26th.— Math  worse  I  stnurKlinfF  vio-  ofLondoiLind  phfridinto 

lentlyin  the  waistcoat, whicLliafbeen  Norttm.  Di.p™-ry. 

unavoidably  resutaed.     No  sleep  last  {Far  Iht  London  itedieai  Gaxtlle.) 

"ildXaZS'"  ■-«"•■"«■  M.  N.,.8,a?5^„„,S»U„d,of 
middle  stature,  broad  and  well-formed, 

But  little  effect.  Death  took  place  of  melancholic  temperament  and  sal- 
on the  27ih.  During  the  last  two  low  complexion,  of  ve^  regnlar  habits, 
days  brandy  and  some  port  wine  had  sober  and  careful  in  his  mode  of  life, 
been  given.  was  delicate  and  ailing  from  infancy. 
.  Formanyyearahehadsufferedvarious 
JiHiopiy.  dyspeclic  symptoms.      Some  years  ago 

Crantum  :     convolutions    flattened,  he  was  supposed  to  be  af&cted  with 

Tnnica  arachnoidea  opaque  in  many  gall-stones,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 

phices,Bndremarkah!ydry.    Pia  mater  hny  were  ever  seen.    About  five  years 

not    much    congested  ;    substance    of  ago  he  was  the  subject  of  nn  acute  at- 

brainfirra.   Ventncleshighlj- distended  tack  of  pneumonia,  which  it  appears 

with  fluid.    Tunica  arachnoidea,  where  was    overlooked  for  some  days;  soon 

it  invests  the  lateral  ventricles,  opaque  after  this,  symptoms  of  diseased  heart 

■'>«,™"g''-  manifested  themselves.     Last  autumn 

TAoro^  .■    heart  normal,  but  rather  he  suffered  Eevera)  severe  paroxysms  of 

smnll;  edges  of  aortic  vaives  somewhat  pain,  commencing  in  the  hack,  running 

thickened  ;   vegetations  round  the  free  up  to  the  face  and  into  the  tc'eth,  and 

edges   of  the    mitral   valves.    Luwy.  rushing  down  into  the  arms.    The  pain 

neri/Klirrehtffhly  eagouii,  and  full  of  was  accompanied  with  hurried  respira- 

mi/;Dry  luitrclei.  Hon  and  copious  sweating.     The  attack 

Oiner  nscera  healthy.  would  come  on  instantaneously,  and  in 

The  character  impTessed  upon  the  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two  paw  en- 
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tirely  away.  The  patient  was  in  Edin-  slieht  extent ;  he  coughed  occasionally, 
burgh  at  that  time,  and  was  seen  by  and  expectorated  mucus.  The  patient 
different  practitioners,  but  it  does  not  usually  suffered  from  a  degree  of  op- 
appear  that  the  nature  of  the  paroxysm  pression  in  the  head ;  in  the  mornings, 
was  understood.  My  respected  friend  just  before  rising,  he  experienced  con- 
Dr.  Alison,  of  Edinburgh,  at  a  subse-  siderablc  headache,  which  would  pass 
quent  period  saw  the  patient,  and  re-  off  during  the  morning.  The  pupils 
garded  the  case  as  one  of  hypertrophy  were  considerably  dilated, 
of  the  heart,  depending  on  disease  of  June  6th.— The  patient  experiences 
the  aortic  valves,  with  the  usual  com-  much  pain  in  abdomen ;  the  abdomen 
plications  of  obstmcted  hepatic  and  is  enlarging  rapidly ;  fluctuation  is  felt 
cerebral  circulation.  in  the  right   hypochondriac  region  ; 

The  patient  came  to  town  in  spring,  there  is  considerable  oedema  of  the 
and  placed  himself  under  my  care.  He  feet;  pulse  110  and  strong;  tongue 
complained  of  much  constant  uneasi-    much  furred. 

ness  in  the  abdomen,  and  of  occasional        Sumat.  ttatim  hanstnin  c.  Salph.  Magne- 
pain  over  the  region  of  the  umbilicus.  nm,  Tart.  Potasse,  llnct.  Digitalis,  et 

The  liver  was  much  enlar^d,  and  de-  Tinct.  Hyosc.  confectmn.    Capiat  nec- 

scended  much  below  the  false  ribs  of  non,  Pilul.  c.  Scilla,  Chloridi  Hydr.  et 

right  side ;  it  occupied  the  whole  um-  Ext.  Colocynth.  C.  prKparatam,  mane 

bilical  region,  and  the  ed^e  of  the  left  ©t  nocte. 

lobe  could  be  felt  extending  alonjf  to        7th.— Is  still  suffering  much  uncasi- 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  left  ilium,    ^^gg  |q  abdomen. 
The  epigastric  region,  together  with       _      ,  '.  .  .      , 

the  greater  part  of  the  left  hypochon-        Dctrahantur  uncia  octo  BanguiDis  a  dex- 
driura,  was  occupied  by  the  enlarged  *••<>  hypochondno  cucurbitulis  cnientw. 

viscus.    The  Buriace  was  even,  except       gth. — Is  much  exhausted;  skin  co- 
at the  usual  site  of  the  fundus  of  the    vered  with  copious  drenching  sweat ; 
gall-bladder;   at  that  point  the  liver    much  drowsiness ;  pulse  110,  weak  and 
projected,  and  gave'  the  sensation  of  a    irregular ;  complains  of  uneasiness  in 
tumor.    Pressure  did  not  produce  much    gide. 
increase  of  uneasiness ;  percussion  gave       9th. — Is  much  relieved, 
dull  sounds,  and  a  marked  sensation  of       15th.— Has  continued  tolerably  easy, 
fluctuation  over  the  point  where  the    but  has  occasionally  suffered  pain  in 
tumor   was  felt.     When  the  fingers    abdomen,  which  the  patient  likens  to 
were  dipped,  as  it  were,  into  the  liver,    spasm.     The  veins  of  neck  are  less 
the  fluctuation  was  most  distinct.  Little    distended  than  before;   the  external 
fluctuation  was  felt  in  any  other  part   jugular  veins  collapse  at  every  inspira- 
of  the  abdomen.    The  appetite  was  in-    tion,  and  become  distended  at  every 
different,  but  food  did  not  create  pain,    expiration,    the   distension   beginning 
I'he  stools  were  bilious,  frequently  al-    from  below,  and  gradually  ascending : 
most  black,  but  sometimes  they  were    the  appearance  is  such  as  might  be 
pale.    The  bowels  were  inclined  to  be    expected  from  inflating  the  vessel  with 
constipated,   and  required  the  occa-    air  from  below  upwardis,  and  is  calcu- 
sional  use  of  laxative  medicine.    Urine    lated  to  give  the  erroneous  idea  that 
plentiful,  alkaline,  and  deposited  co-    the  blooa  is  slowly  regurgitated  into 
pious  sediment  of  lithate  of  ammonia,    the  vein  from  the  thorax. 
The  situs  of  heart  pretematurally  large,        19th. — Has  vomited  much  acid  fluid, 
extending  from  3d  rib  to  7tn,   and       23d.-»-Tongue  and  lips  have  within 
from  the  edge  of  sternum  to  a  point    the  last  few  days  been  covered  with 
an  inch  beyond  the  left  nipple.    The    aphthes. 

motion  of  heart  was  heaving  and  pro-  29th. — Is  much  weaker ;  complains 
longed ;  the  impulse  much  augmented,  of  pain  in  epigastrium ;  mucous  mem- 
The  first  and  second  sounds  were  brane  of  mouth  free  of  aphthee,  but  red 
rough,   but    no   bellows   sound   was    and  irritable. 

heard.  The  pulse  was  not  small,  was  July  14th.— Has  been  very  weak  and 
hard,  slightly  intermittent,  and  80  per  uncomfortable ;  pulse  very  irregular ; 
minute.  The  veins  of  neck  were  dis-  skin  hot ;  tongue  red ;  feet  cedematous. 
tended ;  the  external  jugulars  stood  out  Temperature  of  hand  96^. 
in  relief,  and  were  nearly  half  an  inch  16th. — Is  very  feeble;  oedema  of 
in  diameter.    There  was  dyspnoea  to  a   feet  much  increased.   Urine  red ;  speci- 
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He    gnvity  1014;   turmeric  paper  ta  ftnd  almost  immoreable,  in  consequence 

rendered  iHvwn,  nitric  scid  cftiues  ef-  of  much  bony  depoeit.     The  marpna 

ferrescence,    and   precipitate*    lithic  of  the  valves  vere  hard,  and  reriibist 

arid;  liq,  ammoniie  gives  no  precipi-  to  the  touch.    The  aorta  itself  was  free 

tate,  and  hesi  renders  clear.  of  disesfie. 

Aof.  2d.— Hsd  been  somewhat  re-  Abdomm. — On  lajing  open  the  ab- 

lieved  the  last  few  days,  but  was  sud-  domen,    about   tea  ounces  of   seroua 

denlj  seized,  to-day  with  very  severe  fluid  were  found,  the  specific  gravity  of 

pain  in  the  abdomen  around  the  itm-  which  was  1017-     The  omentum  and 

bilicus,  andoverthe  seatof  the  project-  stomach   were   covered    over    by   the 

ing  part  of  liver.    The  respiration  was  greatly  enliirged  liver.    The  colon  was 

humed;  the-patient  bent  forward,  and  much  displaced,  and  prevented  rising 

groaned-     A  dose  of  hydrochlorale  of  from  the  caput  caK:iim  to  form  its  arch; 

mtHphia,  with  sulphur,    cethcr.,  was  it  coursed  across  the  abdomen,  forming 

given,  and  in  a  few  hours  he  was  much  a  concavity  in  the  first  part  of  its  course. 

relieved.  The  cEcum  was  in  its  usual  place,  but 

3d.— Has  had  a  little  sleep,  and  feels  greatly  distended  with  flatus.  The  liver 

better;   has  had   Bevcral  stools  of  an  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  occupied  al- 

Bsh   colour;    no   gall-stones   could  be  most  all  the  uopcr  part  of  (he  abdomen. 

found.  The  right  lobe  was  of  the  colour  of 

5th. — Is  sinking;   large  erepilation  parchment,  hard  and  globular;  the  left 

is  heaxA  all  over  chest ;  much  yellow  lobe  presented  the  usual  appearance  of 

expectoration   is  coughed  up.      Pulse  liver.     The  right  lobe  fluctuated,  was 

veiy  feeble,  but  less  mtermittent  than  tight,  and  felt  greatly  dintended.    The 

for  tome  weeks.  liver  weighed  nearly  ten  pounds,  mea- 

llth.— Pulse  very  intermiilent.  sured  from  the  right  extremity  to  the 

12th. — In  endeavouring  to  sit  an  in  left  13  inches,  and  from  the  superior  to 

bed   to  especlorale,   the  patient  died  the  inferior   margin   at  right  lobe   7 

this  morning.  inches.     The  left  lobe  was  healthv; 

The   treatment   throughout  did  not  the   peritoneal  co'vering   of   the  rignt 

aim  at  more  than  the  palliation  of  the  lobe  was  thickened  and  rough ;  it  was 

Etient'a  Bufferings,  and  the  support  of  not  adherent  to  the  surrounding  parts. 

I  strength.    Three  weeks  before  (he  The  right  lobe  formed  a  globe ;  upon 

death  of  the  patient.  Dr.  Bright  saw  incising,   vast    numbers   of   hydatids, 

him  along  with  me.  swimming  in  colourless  glairy  fluid. 

Sixteen  hoars  after  death  the  body  escaped,  varying  in  size  from  a  garden 

was  examined.      Thorax  :  the  pleura-  pea  to  a  pigeon's  egg  r  some   of   the 

costalis  WHS  intimately  connected,  by  larger  hydatids  were  collapsed.    Many 

old  adhesions,  with  the  pleura-pulmo-  hundredhydatids  were  found,  and  they, 

nalis  on  both  sides,  but  most  exien-  together  with  the  fluid  in  which  they 

si^el^  on  the  left  side ;  there  was  no  floated,    might  have  filled  three  pint 

efliisioD   in  the  pleural  cavity.     The  bottles. 

lungs  did  not  collapse  on  opening  the  The  right  lobe  of  liver  after  being 

-thorax,  and  were  emphysematous,  par-  emptied  of  its  contents  proved  to  be 

licnlariy  in  the  upper  lobes.      The  up-  perfectly   hollow  ;    the    walls   of    the 

per    lobes    were-   darker    than    usual,  bladder,   fur  such   it  was,  were  in  no 

Therewerc  several  condensed  hardened  part  above  one-third  of  an  inch   in 

.spots   oF  a  darkish    hue,   and   within  thickness;   in  the  greater  .part  of  this 

these  spots  were  found  melanotic  tu-  extent,  the  walls  did  not  exceed  above 

bercles,  hard  and  resistant  to  the  knife,  a  few  lines  in  thickness  :  the  anterior 

The  hudened  parts  had  been  the  seat  part  did  not  reach  above  half  a  line:   a 

of  inflammation.    The  pericardium  was  long  slip  was  preserved,  and  is  now  in 

-healthy,     and     contained     the    usual  my  possession,  the  thickness  of  which 

amount  of  serous  Quid.    The  heart  was  on  the  whole  is  not  more  than  half  a 

greatly  en Iai;ged,  and  weighed  nearly  line— abnutthe  thickness  of  agoodkid 

two  pounds.    The  walls  of  left  veniri-  glove.    Very  Utile  of  the  proper  liver 

cle  were  much  augmented  ;  the  cavity  structure  was  to  be  seen,  and  only  in 

-was  not  increased,  and  was  filled  with  those   few  jwirts   where  the  thickness 

coagulated  blood.    The  mitral  and  tri-  reached  a  third  of  an  inch.    The  liver 

euapid  valves  were  healthy,  but  the  structurewaspeleandunusuallyflaecid. 

semilunar  valves  of  the  aorta  were  stiff  The  exterior  of  the  cyst  was  rough. 
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uneven,  of  a  ffreyish  colour,  not  vas-  patient  was  exposed  to  those  forces 

eular.    The  solid  remains  of  the  right  which  are  known  to  favour  the  forma* 

lobe  including  the  cyst  could  not  exceed  tion  and  growth  of  the  cachectic  condi- 

four  ounces  in  weight,  but  they  were  tion.    Having  spent  his  infancy  and 

not  put  into  the  balance.  early  youth  in  Scotland,  he  was  reared 

The  gall  bladder  was  empty,  and  chiefly  upon  vegetable  and  farinaceous 

diminished   in  size.      The  peritoneal  diet :   no  doubt  the  oatmeal  porridge, 

covering  of  the  abdominal  parietes  was  which  enters  so  largely,  and  therefore 

healthy.    The  head  was  not  examined,  so  prejudicially,  into  the  diet  of  the 

The  foregoing  case  affords  many  humbler  classes  of  Scotchmen,  assisted 
points  for  useful  reflection.  From  the  in  the  formation  of  the  cachectic  condi- 
nistory  of  the  case  it  is  reasonable  to  tion.  In  early  manhood  he  came  to 
Conclude  that  hydatids  had  been  present  London,  and  for  about  half  a  century, 
for  many  years  in  the  liver.  It  does  struggling  with  indifferent  health,  he, 
not  seem  at  all  improbable  that  the  like  many  of  his  countrymen  in  this 
dyspeptic  and  bilious  symptoms  which  metropolis,  led  a  life  of  unceasing  toil, 
the  patient  sufiered  ten  or  twenty  years  scarcely  relaxing  to  partake  of  the 
ago,  arose  from  the  hvdatid  tumor.  It  necessaries  of  life,  and  labouring  on, 
is  more  than  probable  that  the  after  having,  in  the  capacity  of  a  work- 
paroxysms  of  pain  which  the  patient  man,  realized  a  sum  with  which  many 
endured  several  years  since,  and  which  master-tradesmen  would  rejoice  to  retire 
were  referred  to  the  impaction  of  gall  from  business. 

stones  in  the  biliary  ducts,  depended  The  almost  total  destruction  of  the 

upon  the  presence  of  hydatids  in  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  is  a  remarkable 

liver,  for  it  appears  that  no  gall  stones  feature  in  this  case.    The  writer  is  not 

were    discovered,     although    diljg[ent  aware  that  any  case  is  recorded  in 

search  was  made  for  them  by  a  medical  which  so  large  a  portion  of  the  liver 

practitioner.    This  extended  duration  was  destroyed.    He  has  not  met  with 

of  the  disease  is  of  value  in  practice,  as  any  recorded  cases  in  which  the  right 

it  warns  us  against  rash  or  violent  lobe  was,  as  in  this  case,  totally  converted 

attempts  at  relief  when  the  symptoms  into  a  bag  or  cyst,  but  his  countryman, 

are  not  of  a  very  pressing  nature.    Nor  the  late  Dr.  Matthew  Baillie,  has  given 

is  the  continuance  of  life  under  such  the  history  of  a  hydatid  tumor  of  the 

circumstances  calculated  to  cause  sur-  kidney,  the  kidne]^  being   converted 

prise,  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  into  a  '*  bas^'  containing  three  pints  of 

nydatid  tumor  is  less  connected  with  hydatids.    No  obvious  poisoning  in- 

malignant  action  than  with  a  cachectic  floence  from  imperfect  depuration  of 

condition  of  body,  and  that  it  causes  the  blood  in  the  liver  was  present, 

death  rather  by  its  mechanical  operation  and  it  appears  that  the  duties  of  the 

on  the  neighbouring  parts,  than  by  any  annihilated  rif  ht  lobe  of  the  liver  had 

morbid  action  of  its  own.  been  effectually  peformed  by  the  other 

The  current  opinion  that  the  hydatid  parts.    It  is,  however,  possible  that  the 

formation  both  in  man  and  in  the  lower  depurating  process  might  not  be  per- 

animals  is  connected  with  a  cachectic  fectly  performed,  and  that  the  oark 

condition  of  the  body,  is  confirmed  by  condition  of  the  upper  lobes  of  the 

the  history  of  this  case.    We  learn  lungs,    and    the    melanotic   tubercles 

that  the  patient  had  been  delicate  from  formed  there,  were  connected  with  the 

infancy ;  that  he  had  never  enjoyed  morbid  condition  of  the  biliary  organ, 

robust  health ;  that  after  attaining  to  The  obstructed  circulation  consequent 

manhood,  through  a  sickly  youth,  he  upon  the  disease  of  the  heart  is  suf- 

was  afllicted  from  time  to  time  with  ficient  to  account  for  the  oppression 

bilious  and  dyspeptic  disorders  through-  and  pain  of  head  which  the  patient  fre- 

out  a  long  life,    rerhaps  the  presence  quently  suffered,andrendersitunneces- 

of  the  melanotic  tubercles  in  the  upper  sary  to  refer  these  symptoms  to  an  im- 

lobes  of  the  lungs  may  be  regarded  as  a  pure  condition  of  the  blood.    That  the 

further  proof  of  the  cachectic  condition  biliary  secretion  was  formed  in  not 

in  this  patient.    For  my  own  part,  I  very  deficient  quantity  is  proved  by  the 

regard  them  as  evidence  of  such  a  con-  colour  of  the  stools,  which  were  sonie- 

dition,    rather   than   of   a  malignant  times  dark,  and  though  sometimes  light, 

diathesis.  were  never  destitute  of  bile. 

'    It  is  important  to' know  that -the  •    I  have  mentioned  in  my  report  that 
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the  paroxysms  of  pain  which  the  pa-  that  the  fluctuation  was  most  distinct 
tient  frequently  sunered  were  not  un-  at  the  region  of  the  liver ;  it  might  be 
like  the  paroxysms  experienced  during  inferred  from  this  that  the  fluid  whose 
the  progress  through,  or  impaction  iujof  movement  was  felt  was  the  fluid  in  the 
gall-stones  in  the  biliary  ducts.  This  liver  itself.  This  was  not  the  case, 
resemblance  has,  I  perceive,  been  no  fluctuation  was  felt  in  the  liver  ; 
pointed  out  by  other  writers.  Dr.  Kerr,  but  the  movement  of  fluid  between  the 
in  his  able  article  on  Hydatids,  in  the  abdominal  walls  and  the  anterior  sur- 
Cyclopcedia  of  Medicine,  says : — Occa«  &ce  of  the  liver  was  well  ascertained, 
sionally  the  same  efiect  is  produced  as  and  much  more  distinct  than  I  had  ever 
when  a  calculus  is  passing  through  the  before  felt  it,  in  no  inconsiderable  ex- 
gall-ducts,  viz.  violent  spasmodic  {min  perience.  The  fluctuation  being  more 
at  the  epigastrium,  frequent  vomiting,  aistinct  at  that  part  than  at  any  other 
with  an  unaccelerated  pulse,  and  some-  of  the  abdomen,  arose  from  the  abso- 
times  jaundice  alternating  with  inter-  lute  resistance  which  the  extended  and 
▼als  of  good  health.  Although  the  very  hard  liver  ofiered  to  the  retreat 
resemblance  is  great,  still,  when  the  two  of  the  fluid  under  the  hand.  The 
paroxysms  are  carefully  compared,  some  liver  felt  as  resistant  as  a  board, 
points  of  distinction  are  to  be  made  It  is  important  to  attend  to  this  fact,  as 
out.  In  the  case  of  gall-stones,  the  it  may  assist  in  the  diagnosis  in  future 
irritability  of  stomach  and  vomiting  cases,  and  the  more  especially  since  it 
I  have  found  to  be  almost  invariable  is  nlaced  as  a  diagnostic  8ign»  in  the  ar- 
attendants ;  there  has  generally  been  tide  on  Hydatids,  in  the  Cfyclop«dia  of 
jaundice  to  a  greater  or  less  degree.  Practical  Medicine,  that  the  tumor,  '*  if 
with  white  stools  and  bilious  urine,  it  should  consist  of  hydatids,  will 
Several,  if  not  all,  of  thcKe  symptoms  generally  feel  to  a  certain  degree  soft.'* 
may  doubtless  attend  some  cases  of  by-  The  opinion  that  the  liver  was  hard 
datid  tumors,  but  they  are  not  essential,  was  verified  by  inspection  after  death, 
and  may  be  absent.  In  the  case  I  have  for  it  felt  as  tight  and  hard  as  a  drum; 
recorded  none  of  them  were  present,  and  so  distended  was  the  tumor  that 
In  the  case  of  calculus,  the  stools  even  out  of  the  body  the  fluctuation 
suddenly  assume  a  bilious  aspect  after  was  not  particularly  well-marked, 
the  cessation  of  the  paroxysm ;  not  so  in  The  extreme  tenuity  of  the  parietes 
the  hydatid  paroxysm.  The  situation  of  the  cyst  is  a  striking  feature  in  this 
of  the  pain  in  the  above  case  was  dif-  case.  In  several  parts  of  the  tumor  the 
ferent  from  that  in  calculus ;  the  pain  thickness  of  the  containing  sac  was  not 
in  the  case  above  related  commenced  greater  than  that  of  a  lady^s  kid  glove, 
a  little  to  the  risht  of  the  umbilicus.  Such  was  the  only  partition  between  the 
coursed  up  the  back  to  the  shoulders  immense  mass  of  Hydatids  and  the  ab- 
and  the  head,  reaching  the  teeth,  and  dominal  cavity.  Hence  there  was  con- 
rushing  down  into  the  arms.  The  siderable  risx  of  rupture  into  that 
character  of  the  pain  may  not  be  the  cavitjr,  and  the  sudden  occurrence  of 
same  in  other  cases ;  still,  it  is  proper  alarming  symptoms.  The  dancer  from 
to  note  the  points  of  disagreement  oe-  this  source  was  not  diminished  by  the 
tween  the  account  of  the  paroxysm  presence  ofabnormal  adhesions  between 
given  by  Dr.  Kerr,  and  what  was  ob-  the  liver  and  the  adjacent  parts,  such 
served  in  this  case,  especially  as  it  may  as  are  often  found  in  cases  of  abscess 
assist  materially  in  enabling  the  prac  of  that  organ.  There  is  much  reason 
titioner  to  distinguish  between  l^y datid  to  believe  that  had  the  patient  survived 
tumor  and  gall-stone,  disorders  which  many  weeks  longer,  efiusion  would  have 
a  non-professional  person  would  not  taken  place  into  the  abdomen,  and 
wish  to  he  confounded  by  bis  medical  at-  caused  excruciatins^  agony.  It  is  inte- 
tendant.  In  the  case  recorded  there  resting  to  observe  that  so  long  back  as 
existed  another  point  of  difference  ;  the  time  of  Hippocrates,  this  accident 
the  pulse  was  accelerated,  being  as  high  and  its  danger  were  not  unknown.  He 
as  120  per  minute.  The  pain  seemed  says,  'Oxotrouriw  Ity  rh  ^ap  ^Sorof  TKnoSky 
to  me  to  be  fully  more  severe  than  isrh9wtw\ooypayf,roir€oirafiix^^''i^^^^' 
what  J  have  remarked  in  cases  of  tfi^itArKarai  •  Koi  ttwoOvTicKowruf. — ^Afhor. 
biKary  calculus,  and  decidedly  less  re-  The  diagnosis  of  this  disease  is  com- 
mitting, paratively  seldom  made  out,  except 
It  has  been  mentioned  in  the  report  when   the  hydatid  formation  is  dis- 
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charged  from  the  body,  and  then  the  such    as  we  meet   with   in   hydatid 

diagnosis  is  at  it  were  effected  for  us.  tumor. 

The  importance  of  great  attention  to  Many  remedies  have  been  confidently 

(he  diagnostic  characters  of  the  disease,  Tecommended  for  the  cure  of  hydatid 

on  the  part  of  students  and    young  tumor  in  the    lower    animals.      The 

practitioners,  cannot  be  denied.    The  removal  of  cattle  from  w^et  to  dry  pas- 

utter  impossibility  of  detecting  the  hy-  turage,  it  has  been  assefted,  has  cured 

datid  tumor,  as  such,  without  careful  ex-  the  distemper.    The  ^ame  thing  haa 

amination,  and  comparing  its  characters  been  said  of  change  of  diet,  as  from 

and  the  patient*s  symptoms,  history,  and  succulent  food  to  dry  grain  and  fodder, 

•condition,  with  the  characters  of   the  These    means,    we   believe,    however 

various  diseases  with  which  it  may  be  judicious  and  useful,  have  not  cured 

confounded,  must   be    acknowledged,  the  distemper,  but    only  arrested  its 

Were  proof  wanting  on  this  head,  it  further  rapid  extension.    It  is  true  that 

would  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  the  pau-  Jenner  maintained    that  the   disease 

city  of  cases  in  which  where  there  had  could  be  produced  at  pleasure  in  the 

been  no  discharge  of  hydatids  during  rabbit  bv  feeding  him  on  succulent 

life ;  the  nature  of  the  disease  had  been  food,  and  it  might  be  concluded  that 

Sronounced  before  examination  after  the  diseasecoulobe  cured  by  an  opposite 
eath.  There  is  no  doubt  difficulty  in  kind  of  diet,  on  the  principle  that  with 
the  way  of  a  correct  diagnosis,  yet  that  the  cessation  of  a  cause  the  effect  will 
^difficulty  mav  be  overcome,  and  its  cease.  But  we  are  disposed  to  question 
presence^farm)m  daunting  the  medical  the  correctness  of  Dr.  Jenner*8  state- 
practitioner,  should  fire  his  energy,  ment ;  the  feeding  of  rabbits  on  succu- 
knowing  as  he  must  that  the  more  he  lent  diet  does  not  ^nerally  lead  to  the 
effects  the  more  he  merits,  and  the  more  formation  of  hydatids.  Moreover,  if  it 
he  will  ultimately  attain.  **Tu  ne  did,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  that  the 
oedt  matu  J'  sed  contra  audeniior  ito."  cessation  of  the  cause  would  remove 
When  the  disease  has  been  of  long  du-  the  disease.  It  might  certainly  arrest 
ration,  when  it  is  con  nee  ted  with  an  ob-  its  further  progress,  but  it  could  not 
vious  cachectic  condition  of  body,  when  remove  a  hydatid  tumor  alread  v  formed, 
the  surface  of  the  tumor  is  smooth,  and  any  more  than  a  good  diet  will  remove 
especially  where  obscure  fluctuation  is  a  tubercular  formation  in  the  luiigs 
perceived  in  the  part,  hydatids  may  be  caused  by  deficient  nourishment, 
suspected.  Scirrhus  of  the  liver  may  Much,  too,  has  been  said  of  the  utility 
be  suspected  when  there  is  a  decided  of  common  salt,  turpentine,  broom  tops 
cancerous  character  in  the  family,  when  and  digitalis,  when  exhibited  to  sheep 
the  tumor  is  of  moderate  size,  uneven  affected  with  hydatids,  but  it  requires 
on  its  surface,  and  when  tlie  symp-  no  profound  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
toms  of  constitutional  disturbance  the  disease  to  suspect  that  the  chief 
are  of  an  acute  character;  the  diag-  results  of  their  exnibition  have  been 
nosis  will  also  be  materially  assisted  by  palliative  only,  and  not  curative, 
the  presence  of  cancer  in  any  other  part  Dr.  Kerr  suggests,  that  in  the  treat*- 
of  the  body.  ment  of  the  disease  in  man  we  would  do 
The  presence  of  medullary  sarcoma  well  to  take  a  hint  from  the  treatment 
may  be  inferred  when  the  tumor  is  of  pursued  among  the  lower  animals.  I 
rapid  growth,  M'hen  it  is  soft,  when  certainly  agree  with  him,  if  he  intends 
there  is  much  -constitutional  dis-  to  confine  his  recommendation  of  these 
turbance,  and  when  encephaloid  remedies  to  that  moderate  extent  in 
disease  is,  or  has  b^en,  observed  in  any  which  they  may  be  safely  employed  as 
ojher  part  of  the  body.  palliatives  or  arrestants.  To  administer 
Hydatid  tumor  of  the  liver  may  be  violent  and  poisonous  agents,  however, 
distinguished  from  the  enlarged  liver  with  the  view  of  destroying  hydatids  in 
depending  on  congestion,  and  arising  the  human  body,  or  of  causing  their 
from  disease  ofthe  heart  by  the  peculiar  absorption,  I  regard  as  very  question- 
characters  of  the  tumor  already  given,  able  treatment.  To  tear  up,  as  it  were, 
The  congested  liver  is  connected  with  the  verv  vitals  of  the  svstem,  and  fritter 
disease  of  the  heart ;  the  liver  is  simply  away  tne  resources  of  the  constitution 
enlarged,  and  is  not  accompanied  for  in  a  vain  and  necessarily  fruitless  effort, 
the  most  part  with  severe  symptoms,  is  worthy  of  all  condemnation. 
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While  it  appears  that  no  medicinal  andcfreuiDstancesindicatiyeofhydatidgv 

Or  dietetic  plan  of  treatment  offers  anj  might  not  an  urtificial  outlet  be  formed 

reasonable  probability  of  curing  the  through   the  walls  of  the  abdomen? 

hydatid,  it  is  no  less  certain  that  nature.  There  are,  of  course,  objections  to  this 

taking  as  it  were  upon  herself  the  duty  course,  amongst  which  may  be  placed, 

of  the  suT^g;eon,  has,  by  means  of  those  the  uncertainty  of  the  diagnosis  and 

^werful  and' effective  actions,  those  the  danger  of  peritonitis*    it  has  been 

primary IcTers  in  the chimrgeon's  hand,  already  shown  that  with  minute  atten- 

Tiz.  adhesive  or  plastic  inflammation  tion  to  the  case  the  diagnosis  may  be 

and  nlceratiye  absorption,  effected  the  made  out  with  tolerable  certainty,  and 

complete  eradication   of   the  disease,  it  is  probable,  with  future  experience. 

How  often  have  hydatid  tumors  which  less  difficulty  will  be  experienced.    But 

had  long  oppressed   and  fretted  the  in  order  to  be  assured  of  the  nature  of 

sufferingpatient,  and  which  threatened  the   disease,    the    tumors   might    be 

ere  long  to  put  a  period  to  his  sufferings  explored  by  a  hollow  needle  capable  of 

by  death,    oeen  cured  by  the   hand  removing  a  specimen  of  the  morbid 

of  nature— how  often  have  immense  formation.    In  the  case  of  hydatids  we 

hydatid  collections  been  discharged  by  would  obtain  serous  fluid,  which  per- 

the  lungs,   by  the  stomach,  by    the  haps  on  minute  examination  may  be 

bowels,  by  the  urethra,  and  bv  the  found  to  possess  characters  diagnostic 

surface  of  the  body,  and  the  released  of  it  from  common  serous  fluid :  in  the 

patient  permitted  again  to  enjoy  the  case  of  abscess  we  would  obtain  pus,  and 

pleasures  and  discharge  the  duties  of  in  that  of  cancer,  cancerous  cells,  visible 

this  life  P    Many  sucn  cases  are  on  under  the  microscope. 

record— cases  cured  by  the  hand  of  4S,  Gower  street^ 

nature,  while  medicine,  impotent,  has  s*P*'  ^»  !•♦*• 

but  looked  on.    But  we  cannot  in  all    

cases  depend  upon  a  natural  expulsion ;  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

in  many  doubtless  there  is  no  effort  

made,  and  in  many  the  progress  is  so 

slow  that  the  patient  expires  before  its  **  ''*"*«Sr.?  ^l**/  ■H?"^^"  *>°*  **  '*^*~  ^ 

completion.    Again,  the  expulsion  may  "^^  ^  .br^^.^-D'ALK-s.ET. 

take  place  into  the  abdomen.    Doubt*  ^,    „ 

less  many  go  down  to  the  grave  under  "*  Retrotpeci  of  Practical  Medicine 

such  circumstances.    Would  it  not  be  «"^  Surgery;  being    a  Half-yearlif 

welltoimitatethecoursesosuccessfully  Journal,  containing    a    retrospective 

adopted  by  nature  on  many  occasions,  »«^  of  every  discovery  and  practical 

at  that  season  when   the  life  of  the  improvement  in  the  Medical  Sciencee. 

patient  becomes  endangered,  and  pro-  Edited  by  W.  Braithwaite,  Surgeon 

dnce  an  artificial  outlet?    It  is  true,  to  the  Leeds  Eye  Infirmary,  &c.  &c. 

that  such  procedure  has  been  aheady  ^ol.  IX.— January  to  June,  i844. 

adopted,  and  with  success.    So  long  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  useful- 

ajgo  as  the  year  1691,  Dr.  Tysone  pub-  ness  of  such  books  as  this,  the  title  of 

lished  an  account  of  a  girl  whose  side  which  has  just  been  read.    When  we 

he  caused  to  be  opened  a  little  below  turn  over  its  leaves,  however,  short 

the  short  ribs,  '*  whence   issued  out  way  as  the  time  lies  behind  us  which 

abundance  of  limpid  water ;  but  what  it  purports  to  survey,    a   feeling   of 

was  most  surprising,  together  with  it  a  melancholy  takes  possession   of  our 

great  many  hydatids,  that  first  and  last  mind  ;  we  seem  as  if  we  were  treading 

we  euessea  there  might  come  out  about  among  the  graves  of  the  dead ;  evidences 

five  hundred  of  these  bladders."    When  of  previous  life  and  motion  meet  us 

he    wrote,    "  the    patient    was    still  everywhere,  but  alas  t  in  many  cases 

living,  and  enjoying  her  health  better  the  life  has  fled,  the  motion  haiB  come 

than  all  her  lifetime  before."     In  this  to  an  everlasting  stand-still. — ^We  do 

case  it  is  uncertain  whether  theh^^datids  not  mean  to  say  by  this  that  there  has 

were  in  the  liver  or  in  the  peritoneal  been  anything;  like  a  particular  murrain 

cavity.  among  our  fnends  and  acquaintances, 

Wnen  the  tumor  can  be  distinctly  and  that  it  is  the  narrow  heap  covering 

ielt,  when  fluctuation  is  discovered,  and  their  dead  bodies  that  we  encounter; 

there  are  present  the  other  symptoms  it  is  but  the  tomb  of  their  ideas,  their 
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discoTeries,  their  noble  effarts  to  take  of  eTery  montli.    We  ought  also  to 
the  edee  off  the  fell  scythe,  and  the  mention  with  respect  the  excellent  re- 
point  off  the  deadly  dart,  that  we  meet  ports  that  have  lately  from  time  to 
as  we  wander  through  Mr.  Braithwaite's  time  appeared  upon  particular  subjects 
Retrospect.     Some  two  centuries  ago,  both  or  scientific  and  practical  medicine 
TheophileBonnet,  orBonetusashewas  in  the  pases  of  our  cotemporary,  the 
callea,  a  physician  of  note  in  his  day,  British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 
published  an  enormous  folio  volume,  But  Mr.   Braithwaite's  is    the  only 
under  the  somewhat  startling  title  of  disjunct  and  separate  retrospective  me- 
Sepulere^m,   or   the    Burying-place.  dical  review  that  has  ever  gone  beyond 
Morgagni  followed  essentially  in  the  a  single  number  or  volume:    he  has 
same  track  as  Bonetus,  in  his  cele-  reached  the  9th  volume  of  his  laborious 
brated  work,  although  it  came  forth  undertaking — laborious  we  may  well 
with  the    happier   designation   of  a  call  it,  aware  as  we  especially  are  of 
treatise  on  "  The  Seats  and  Causes  of  the  vast  amount  of  application  and 
Disease."  These  great  men  may  there-  i»ins  which  each-of  his  volumes  repre- 
fore  be  said  to  have  provided  tombs  for  sents. — We  trust  that  it  will  continue 
the  patients  they    attended  :    practi-  to  appear  for  many  years  to  come, 
tioners  in  the  present  day,  and  what        Tne  work  is  really  what  it  purports 
are  called  practical  men  in  England  es-  to  be,  particularly  with  reference  to  the 
pecially,  snow  little  or  no  disposition  to  literature    of  Bntish  medical  periodic 
lind  mausoleums  for  those  that  trust  cals;  but  as  in  one  or  other  of  these 
them ;  to  hear  our  medici,  it  would  seem  almost  every  work  of  any  importance, 
that  each  had  discovered  the  elixir  of  whether  Bntish  or  foreie:n,  is  sure  to 
life  in  the  particular  case  or  class  of  be  mentioned,  and  as  Mr.  Braithwaite 
cases  he  describes,  and  that  his  patients  does  not  by  any  means  confine  himself 
all  became  possessed  of  immortality  to  selections  from  original  communica- 
through  his  means.    The  patients  do  tions,  but  also  culls  from  critical  and 
not  die  then  ;  but  the  reputation  of  the  analytical  notices  of  books,  his  work 
means  which  in  the  hands  of  the  origi-  virtually  becomes  a  kind  of  digest  of 
nal  proposers  were  suflScient  to  save  the    practical    medical   literature    of 
almost  all  without  exception,   seem  Europe.    We  have  but  one  fault  to 
to  come  to  speedy  end.— One  mi^ht  find  with  Mr.  Braithwaite,  and  it  is  for 
write  a  Sepufcretum  of  therapeutical  the  way  in  which  he  presents  us  with 
means  in    the   present  day.     Never-  the  results  of  his  labours.    It  seems  to 
theless,  discouraging  as  is  the  backward  us  that  something  more  than  mere  ar- 
view  of  methods  and  means  of  cure  rangement  under  the   comprehensive 
which  always  meets  us,  we  would  not,  heads  of  "  Medicine,"  *'  Surgery,"  and 
we  dare  not,  be  ignorant  of  our  want  "  Midwifery,"  could  be  almost  as  easily 
of  success;  and  a  large  measure  of  this  accomplished,  as  the  jumble,  without 
negative  information  we  always  obtain  method  or  sequence,  which  meets  us 
by  turning  to  such  books  as  tne  Retro-  from  beginning  to  end  of  each  of  the 
Fpect     of    Practical    Medicine     and  sections.    The  first  article,  for  instance, 
Surgery.  under  the  head  of  Practical  Medicine,  in 
Mr.  Braithwaite's    is,    so    far    as  the  9th  volume,  is  on  the  Diagnosis  of 
we  know,  the  only  attempt  that  has  Empyema ;  the  2d  is  entitled  Remarks 
yet  been  successfully,  and  for  a  series  on  Urinary  Disease.    Under  the  head  of 
of  years,  made  in  this  country,  in  sur-  Surgery,  the  first  article  comprises  a 
veying  the  brief  past  with  reference  to  review  of  some  of  the  most  important 
matters  of  practical  medicine.      Our  subjects  treated  of  in  the  late  lectures 
German  neighbours  have  long  been  in  of  Sir  B.  Brodie.    Here,  perhaps,  ar- 
possession  of  more  than  one  work  of  rangement  was  not  very  possible,  nor 
this  kind  in  their  *'  Jahrbiicher,"  and  yet  very  necessair  ;  but  a  miscellaneous 
"  Repertoriums."    We  remember,  in-  article  need  not  nave  been  followed  by 
deed,  with  regret,  that  it  was  not  regn-  "  Remarks  on  the  treatment  of  Vesico- 
larly  continued,  the  excellent  retrospect  vaginal  fistula,"  nor  that  by  one  on  the 
of  medicine  and  surgery  which  used  to  treatment  ofEntropium  and  Trichiasis." 
prefece  the  volume  of  the  old  Medical        The  first  article  in  the  Midwifery 
and  PhysicalJoumal,  in  the  days  when  department    is    *' On    the  Effects   of 
the  apathic  medical  public  were  content  Ergot  of  Rye  on  the  Fcstus  in  Utero ;" 
to  have  their  lates^t  information  the  1st  the  second  on  "  Puerperal  Fever;"  toe 
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]  third  **  On  the  Extirpation  of  DiBeasecE  we  are  happy  to  find  a  general  index  to 

'  Ovaria."    It  would  be  every  whit  as  the  contents  of  the  first  eight  volumes 

j  easy  for  Mr.  Braithwaite  to  arrange  of  the  work.    With  such  ample  means 

bis  materials  in  something  like  a  se-  of  finding  out  every  thing  the  work 

qnence ;   to  place  the  diseases  in  the  contains,    arrangement     becomes     of 

j  order  of  CuUen's  Nosology,  at  the  least,  secondary  consequence,  though  we  still 

!  or  according  to  the  system  or  systems  think  it  desirable.    Were  it  even  less 

of  the  body  which  they  implicated ;  or,  to  be  desired  for  the  reader's  sake  than 

perhaps  as  good  as  any  thing,  to  place  it  is,  we  venture  to  suggest  it  to  the 

'  them  alphabetically.    We  beg  to  sug-  laborious  author  himself  as  a  means  of 

■  gest  a  natural  arrangement   to   Mr.  deriving  a  ^ater  amount  of  satisfac 

j  Braithwaite,  for  his  next  volume.    He  tion  from  his  work  than  he  has  yet 

!  might  arrange  diseases  that  were  re-  obtained.    It  is  nothing  that  the  sta- 

Iferrible  to  no  particular  system,  but  tuary  moulds  a  beautiful  head,  a  fine 
which  implicated  all,  such  as  fever  in  bust,  and  graceful  limbs,  apart  from  one 
its  various  forms,  to  one  head ;  then  he  another ;  he  must  put  them  toother 
I  might  have  a  head  to  include  diseases  into  one  harmonious  and  proportionate 
j  produced  by  specific  poisans,  such  as  whole,  and  then,  and  only  then,  does 
»  syphilis,  glanders,  hydrophobia,  &c.  he  feel  the  thrill  of  exultation  aud  de- 
'  In  another  grand  division  he  might  light  that  flows  from  forethought  and 
t  have  diseases  which  afiTect  the  ultimate  design  successfully  shown  forth  in  fact, 
structure  of  the  various  organs  of  the  The  dissipated  and  the  gay  talk  of  their 
body,  and  which  tend  to  engender  new  pleasures, — they  are  noUiing  to  the  joys 
tissues,  such  as  Cancer,  Tubercle,  Mela-  which  the  true  student  feels  in  ms 
nosis,  &c.  He  might  then  connect  quiet  chamber.  We  know  Mr.  Braith- 
each  of  the 'special  diseases  with  the  waite  must  be  a  happy  man,  because  he 
particular  system  of  which  the  organ  must  needs  be  an  industrious  man ;  we 
affected  forms  a  part :  what  so  natural,  offer  him  a  means  of  additional  gratifi- 
for  instance,  as  to  arrange  all  the  dis-  cation  in  the  coordination  and  arrange- 
eases  of  the  chylopoetic  organs  into  ment  of  the  materials  which  his  know- 
one  harmonious  group,  ab  ore  adanum  ?  ledge  and  judgment  lead  him  to  select 
beginning  with  the  lips,  teeth,  tongue,  as  worthy  of  a  place  in  his  pages.  We 
and  fauces,  and  passing  on  to  the  sto-  very  heartily  recommend  our  readers 
roach  and  intestines,  liver,  spleen,  pan-  to  possess  themselves  of  his  unpretend- 
creas,  &c.  How  easy  would  it  bie  to  ing  volumes, 
bring  all  the  diseases  which  aflfect  the  " 

thoracic  viscera  into  two  harmonious  

groups,  connecting  with  the  one  all       MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 
the  diseases  that  have  their  seat  in  the 

air-passages  and  lungs ;  with  the  other,                Friday,  October  4,  1844. 
fdl  those  that  implicate  the  heart  and  

pericardium,  the  arteries,  the  veins,  the        "Licet  omnibu,  licet  etiam  mihi,  di^piitatem 

lymphatics,  and  the  lymphatic  glands,  Artu  MediM  tueri;  potcctas  loodo  veniendi  in 

and  with  this,  farther,  to  connect  mor-  dubUcum  lit,  cUcendi  pericalum  non  njcu».»» 

bid  alterations  of  the  circulating  fluid.  Cicsao. 

The  diseases  of  the  brain  and  nervous 

system,  again,  form  a   most  natural  OUR  NEW  VOLUME. 

family;  so  do  the  diseases  of  the  kid-  ^      j^  Medical  Gazette  has 

neys  and  of  the  skin,  which  are  now  ^""^v«  aM.r.uiy.a.u  vza^ciij:.  ^taa 

viewed  as  the  especial  depurating  or-  now  appeared  regulariy  for  the    pe- 

gans.   Finally,  the  diseases  of  the  male  riod  of  seventeen  years.      Always  in 

S:enerative   system  form  one  natural  the  hands   of  gentlemen    who    have 

amily  and  the  diseases  of  the  female  ^^^       ,     ^  ^^         ^    ^^ 

generative  system  form  another.    The  ,.    ,      "^    ^     .  ,    , 

trifling  objection  which  we  have  raised  ^^cal    profession,     but     practitioners 

to  Mr.  Braithwaite,  is,  however,  and  themselves,  it  has  been  the  unvarying 

afker  all,  one  merely  of  form :    each  advocate  of  all  that  is  respectable  in 

volume  is  provided  with  an  exceUcnt  ^^^  profession  of  medicine  and  surgery, 

index,  so  that  every  article  it  contains  ,,     *^  .  ,  i.     i..  i.   . 

.     can  be  referred  to  without  difficulty ;  *'ie  science  and  practice  of  which  it 

and  in  the  9th  volume,  now  before  us,  has  ever  sought  to  advance,  by  bringing 
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light,  never  by  casting  shadows';  it  has  must  by  and  by  blow  over,  and  we  shall 

sought  rather  to  raise  all  to  the  level  of  then  be  left  at  liberty  to  revert  in  our 

those  who  by  the  accident  of  fortune,  or  weekly  articles  to  the  subjects  that  are 

position,  or  superior  talents  had  achieved  of  permanent  andpeculiarinterestin  our 

the  highest  places  in  the  profession,  profession — the  ethical,  theeducational, 

than  to  pull  these  men  down  to  the  tiie  practical. 

lowest  levels.    If  mistakes  have  ever   •  

been  commented  on  in  its  pages,  it  has  THE  COMMENCING  MEDICAIj 

only  been  that  a  beacon  might  be  fixed  SESSION, 

on  some  sunken  rock  or  shoal,  not  that  Xhe  admirable  Discourse  which  heads 

those  who  had  made  shipwreck  there  this  number  leaves  us  little  to  say  in 

might  be  gibbetted   and  exposed  to  the  way  of  counsel  and  caution  to  those 

scorn,  and  the  confidence  of  the  public  ^^o  are  now  entering  on  their  career  as 

shaken  in  all  through  the  error  of  the  students  of  medicine,— a  serious  busi- 

^'^^*  ness,  and  full  of  importance,  as  under* 

Uncertain  of  the  character  and  con-  gjood   by  older  heads ;    only  lightly 

venience  of  any  new  structure  that  thought  of  by  the  ignorant,  the  giddy, 

might  be  raised,  the  Medical  Gazbttb  ^nd  the  young.     Our  friend  Dr.  Lee 

has  still   advocated  the  propriety  of  ^as  presented   the  student  with   the 

maintaining  the  old  professional  taber-  gi^gg  in  which  he  ought  to  look  at 

nacles  in  their  integrity  j  of  mending  himself,  not  only  every  day,  but  every 

and.enlarging  them,  not  of  demolishing  hour  of  the  day.     No  higher  pattern 

anything  and  building  up  anew.    The  ^an  be  proposed  for  imitation  than  Dr. 

profession  has  proclaimed  all  over  the  wmiam  Hunter ;  the  influence  of  ac 

country  that  it  approves  the  prophetic  complishment,  the  fruit  of  untiring  ap- 

misgivings  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  plication,  was  never  more  brilliantly 

In  one  word,  the  Medical  Gazette  illustrated  than  in  his  complete  success, 

will  proceed  in  ite  course  of  unfettered  and  the  signal  influence  he  was  enabled 

criticism,  both  on  the  letters  and  the  thereby  to  exert  on  the  progress  of  the 

politics  of  the  medical  profession,  med-  art  and  science  of  healing.     Without 

dling  as  little  with  the  latter  as  circum-  his  attainments  as  a  liberal  scholar,  Drj 

stances  will  permit :  what  appears  in  Hunter  would  not  have  been  chosen 

the  shape  of  quackery  and  false  pre-  to  fill  the  place  of  tutor  in  Dr.  Douglass' 

tenpe.it  will  denounce;    what  comes  family,  and  without  this  appointment 

forth  in  the  guise  of  true  science  it  will  he  would  not  have  remained  in  London, 

cherish  and  uphold.    Old  friends  pro-  not  only  signally  to  advance  the  most 

mise  their  unabated  support,  and  the  useful  of  all  the  sciences  to  mankind, 

volumejiistcommencedit  is  confidently  by  his  own  efforts  and  contributionei, 

anticipated  will  not  fall  short  of  any  of  but  to  mould  the  clay,  and  to  breathe 

its  predecessors  in  scientific  interest  or  the  breath  of  life  into  the  statue  which 

practical  utility.  Whilst  we  shall  mean-  he   fashioned,   and  finally  presented 

time  keep  clear  of  any  long  and  syste-  to  the  world  as  John  Hunter,  the  glory 

matic  course  of  lectures,  we  still  pro-  of  British  surgery,  the  greatest  compa- 

pose  to  give  several  shorter  incidental  rative  anatomist  and  profoundest  phy- 

courses,  and  occasional  essays  in  the  siologist  the  world  has  seen  since  the 

form  of  lectures,  by  which  variety  will  days  of  Aristotle.— Without  the  liberal 

be  secured  and  much  valuable  infbrma-  elementary  education,  unquestionably 

tion  given.  The  medico-political  storm  wrang  in  great  measure  from  adverse 

in  which  we  have  lately  been  engaged  circumstances  by  hia  own  indomitable 


88  MOVEMIMT  IN  THE  PROFESSION* 

will,  Dr.  WilUam  HaAter  could  not  gentle  hand^  and  oeeupmiion,  thon.'' 
have  taken  the  subordinate  office  which  ''  The  .best  present  which  God  haa  made 
finally  inducted  him  into  the  distin-  to  man/'  says  a  French  philosopher, 
giiished  position  of  leading  physician  **  is  the  necessity  of  being  occupied/' 
in  the  metropolis  of  the  world ;  he  We  beseech  our  young  friends  to  keep 
must  have  returned  to  his  village,. and  this  great  truth  ever  present  to  their 
there  probably  would  he  have  lived  his  tninds  :  let  them  go  on  steadily  day 
day — unnoticed  and  unknown.  after  day,  week  after  week,  without 
We  have  said  that  the  study  of  medi-  haste,  but  without  a  pause,  and  the 
cine  was  a  *'  serious  business,"  and  so  month  and  the  year  will  surely  find 
in  sooth  it  is ;  but  it  is  also  a  delightful  them  better  and  wiser  men  than  they 
one :  the  whole  realm  of  nature  is  its  were  before.  In  the  end  they  will  be 
subject,  and  the  accomplished  physi-  able  to  present  themselves  upon  the 
cian  and  surgeon  are  in  the  end  but  the  list  of  candidates  for  reception  into  the 
interpreters  and  ministers  of  her  laws —  medical  profession,  without  misgivings 
they  create  or  originate  nothing j  the  of  success,  and  without  the  pangs  of 
business  of  their  early  lives  is  to  learn  self-reproach  for  neglecting  opportuni* 
these  laws,  that  of  th^ir  riper  yean  to  ties,  and  time  misspent,  which  the  idle 
apply  them.  The  period  of  two  or  and  the  dissipated  never  fail  to  suffer, 
three  years  usually  devoted  to  the  study  They  will  be  able  to  ofSsr  themselves 
of  medicine,  the  tyro  ought  to  be  aware  with  manly  confidence  for  examination 
is  but  as  so  many  months  or  days  in  upon  the  strength  of  what  they  have 
comparison  with  the  extent  of  science  themselves  learned  by  diligent  applica- 
necessary  to  constitute  the  accomplished  tion  through  the  whole  term  of  their 
practitioner.  Let  the  student  make  the  studentship,  not  with  mistrust  and  a 
most  of  his  brief  time,  then,  and  neglect  sense  of  humiliation,  confiding  in  what 
no  opportunity  of  informing  himself  on  they  have  crammed  in  the  course  of 
the  subject  of  his  profession.  With  a  few  weeks  or  months  through  the  de- 
diligence  he  can  easily  master  all,  and  grading  process  of  grinding^ 

much  more  than  all,  that  is  required  

of  him  to  pass  his  examinations,  and 

to  obtain  his  license  to  practise.  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION. 

The  habit  of  application  is  just  as  Writing  the  few  lines  that  precede  has 

easily  formed  as  that  of  idleness  and  carried  our  mind  back  to  our  own 

dissipation;  the  true  student  grudges  happy  student's  days,   and  wakened 

any  interruption  to  his  studies  even  as  notes  whose  very  sweetness  unfits  them 

sincerely  as    the  idle  and   dissipated  to  combine  in  the  rough  and  often  dis- 

man  does  any  interruption  to  his  idle-  cordant  combinations  that  make   up 

ness  and  dissipation.      The  pleasure  medical  politics.    We  begin,  in  fact,  to 

that  flows  from  mental  occupation  is  at  be  weary  of  the  sameness  of  the  song 

least  as  great  as  that  which  flows  from  that  is  everywhere  sung :  our  friends 

frivolous  amusement  or  sensual  indul-  all  over  the  country  have  but  two,  or 

gence ;    and  it   has  the  infinite  ad-  it  may  be  three,  fundamental  resolu- 

vantage,  that  it  not  only  leaves   no  tions,    which    they    still    enforce    in 

;8ting  behind  it,  but  that  it  brings  both  nearly  the  same  words,— the  necessity 

profit  and  reward.     "  Who,"  exclaims  of  protection  to  the  profession  against 

the  poet,  **of  all  the  noisy  train  that  quackery,  approbation  of  the  Court  of 

fluttered  round  me  once,  clung  to  me  Examiners  of  Apothecaries'  Company, 

^thelast  ?    Thou,  friendship,  with  the  and^xchance  thanks  to  the  Editors  of 
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the  Timei  and  medical  journals  for  theii*  MEDICAL  REFORM  BILL. 

advocacy  of  their  cause.  Thedemonstra-  — 

tion  against  the  Medical  Bill,  in  its  pre-  7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  . 

sent  shape,  has  been  quite  unequivocal ;  Sir, 

what  the  profession  would  have  in  its  ?°?J°'^l^^!:!S  ""*^  of  my  profcMional 

J,  »           •                       A*       vi  brethren  in  testifying  my  thankful  sense  of 

stead  IS  much  more  questionable :  we  y^^^  ableand  judicious  analysis,  and  tendency 

have  numerous  letters  and  suggestions  of  this  proposed  bill  of  Sir  James  Graham  on 

on  the  subject,  which  we  have  not  the  Medical  Reform,  I  begto  trouble  you,  and,  if 

'    .,•                  4.-X              *A  you  think  nt,  your  readers,  with  a  few  observa- 

courage  at   this  moment  to  consider  tions  on  thU.  at  present,  engrossing  subject, 

and  comment    upon,    but  which   we  No  doubt   yon  are  amply  supplied  with 

shall,  of  cfturse,  revert  to  by  and  by.  wveral  gratuitous  communications  relating 

«,       ..              «  ,                ^     '  a*         ^  to  the  Bill  in  question,  and  hare  recom- 

Meantime,  and  by  way  of  winding  up  ^^^^  to  you  ai  many  modes  of  supplant- 

our  notes  of  the  movement  in  the  pro-  ing  or  amesding  its  several  clauses— ibew- 

fession,  unless  we  come  upon  anything  ing  that  what  is  remarked  of  men  and 

that  is  strikinff  or  new    we  shall  nrint  oP\"»<»»8  »"  general,  much  more  might  it  be 

inai  IS  siriKing  or  new,  we  snaii  pnni  ^^  ^^-^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  medici,  tot  eententice. 

a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  The  observations,  however,  of  one  who  has 

that  was  agreed  on  at  a  highly  respect-  gone  through  the  several  grades  of  the  pro- 

able  meeting  of  medical  practitioners,  ft«ion.  both  in  public  and  ciiril  pnctio^ 

.  .    ^                        '^                     '  may  not,  perhaps,  be  unacceptable,  and  be 

— physicians,  surgeons,  and  apotheca-  considered  somewhat  m  the  light  of  experi- 

ries— held  at  Rochester  on  the  27th  mental  acquaintance  with  the  workings  and 

ultimo.     This  petition  sheweth,  ^"^  ^^  '^«  profession,  especiaUy  in  the 

*^                            '  provinces. 

'*  That  although  your  Petitioners  regard  llie  Bill  of  Sir  James  Graham  contains 

with  satisfaction  some  of  the  clauses  con-  three  principal  enactments,  upon  which,  it 

tained  in  the  proposed  Medical  Bill  of  Sir  -may  be  said,  all  the  rest  of  the  other  clauses 

James  Graham,  yet  on  the  whole  they  view  depend  for  their  operation  and  detail.     These 

it  with  disappointment, — disappointment  and  are — Ist,  the  creation  of  a  Board  of  Health 

alarm ;  for  while  it  professes  to  protect  the  to  consist  of  18  members  ;  2d,  the  abolition 

medical  profession  and  the  public  health,  they  of  the  present  Apothecaries'  Act;  and  3d, 

believe  it  to  be  directly  and  seriously  in-  the  registration  of  all  regular  practitioners, 

jurious  to  both.  We  must  give  the  Home  Secretary  diie 

**  That  your  Petitioners  are  of  opinion  and  worthy  credit  for  his  desire  to  establish 

that  the  Act  passed  in  1815,  and  called  the  this  Central  Board  for .  to  control,  sys- 

Apothecaries'  Act,  has  tended  much  to  ele-  tematize,   and  equalise,  the    eurrieula  of 

vate  the  character  and  protect  the  interests  medical  education  throughout  the  sixteen  or 

of  the  General  Medical  Practitioner,  and  to  eighteen  d^eeta  membra  of  our  universities, 

secure  sufficient  medical  attendance  to  all  colleges,  and  corporations,  now  all  acting  as 

classes  of  society.  That  the  abrogation  of  this  independent  souroesof  educationandhonours, 

act,  in  the  present  state  of  the  law  regarding  and  conferring  titles  and  privileges  of  un- 

the  medical  profession,  would,  they  believe,  equal  repute,  jarring  with  each  other,  and, 

-prove  a  serious  injury  to  the  members  of  from  time  to  time,  giving  rise  to  much  ill- 

that  profession   and  to  the  community  at  will,  invidiousness,  and  legal  injury,  among 

large,  the  real  interests  of  both  being  in-  the  general  members  of  the  profession, 

•separably  connected ;   and  thus  they  think  The   formation  of  such  a  Board   seems 

ample  security  should  be  afforded  against  ril  therefore  to  be  the  main  pillar  in  anyrecon- 

unqualified  practitioners,  and  feel  great  regret  stniction  of  the  profession;    and  it  was 

that  the  proposed  Bill  contains  no  clause  to  natural  that  the  architect,  who  may  also  call 

such  effect.  himself  the  proprietor,  should  form    this 

"  They  therefore  humbly  and  respectfully  pillar  after  his  own  order ,  and  irrespective 

pray  of  your  Honourable  House  to  give  to  of  the  taste  or  wishes  of  those  who  were  to 

tiie  proposed  Bill  your  most  serious  and  enter  within  the  precincts  of  the  structure 

mature  consideration,  and  not  to  pass  it  into  when  completed, 

a  lainr  in  its  present  form.  In  your  late  leading  articles  you  haTe 

"  And  your  Petitioners  wiU  ever  pray."  stated  some  powerful  ejections  to  the  struc* 

tureof  thispart  of  Apollo's  new  temple ;  or,  in 

—  plain  words,  how  the  liberal  show  of  eighteen 

members  of  the  Board,  representative,  medi- 
cal, and  l^y  official,  will  be  divested. of  any 
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pneticil  power  or  control,  an^  be  Mon  I  am  aOrry  to  aee  thAt  the  orer-weentnl^ 

absorbed  into  a  plenary  quorum    at   the  desire  of  many  members  of  the  profession  to 

Home  Office.    There  is  nothing  to  prevent  enforce  their  privileges,  is  making  them  cry 

this,  if  designed ;   but  if  not,  convenience,  out  for  summary  penalties  against  all  and 

love  of  peace,  and  respect  to  governmental  sundry  intruders  and  regular  practisers  of 

authority,  will  bring  it  about.  medicine.    This  clamour  for  restriction  will 

Instead,  then,  of  a  Board  liable  to  such  never  gain  any  support  or  sympathy  from 

tendencies  and  objections,  and  to  found  its  the  public ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  place  us 

basis  upon  some  diow  of  representation,  it  in  a  more  invidious    position,  for   every 

should  rather  be  composed  of  a  medical  sacrifice  is  expected  from  the  profession — 

representative  from  each  of  the  Universities,  time,  money,  charity,  physical  comfort,  and 

Colleges,  and  Medical  Corporations  in  Great  relinquishment  of   all  public  or   political 

Britain  and  Ireland,   that  are  empowered  status.    To  aissert  any  tiling  like  protective 

to  grant  degrees,  diplomas,  and  licenses  rights,  or  enforce  any  fiscal  penalties,  would 

to  practise    medicine    and   surgery;     the  not  be  endured.     We  must  yield.    To  carry 

rules  and  bye-laws  of  this  Board  to  have  into  force  any  prohibitory  enactment  of  this 

always  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  kind  would  be  to  close  up  the  great  bulk  of 

for  the  dme  being  before  they  can  be  issued  the  chemists'  and  druggists'  shops  through- 

or  pot  int3  execution.  out  the  kingdom.    Tliese  ready  retailers  of 

The  principal  office  of  this  Board  should  advice  and  medicine  are  the  physicians  and 

be  to  establish  a  uniform  course  or  curri-  surgeons  of  the  lower  classes ; '  they  can  fee 

eninm  of  study  throughout  all  the  semi-  no  higher  grade ;  theyare,  from  poverty  and 

litries  of  medical  and  surgical  education  in  convenience,  compelled  to  go  to  these  minor 

the  three  kingdoms ;   and  all  degrees,  di-  oracles  without  the  gate  ;   for  the  pulling  a 

plomas,  and  licenses  emanating  from  which  bell,  or  lifting  a  knocker  at  a  consrcrated 

to  have  corresponding  privileges  to  practise  door,  implies  a  deeper  pull  at  the  bottom  of 

equally  in  any  city,  town,  or  other  parts  of  their  purses  than  they  can  afford. 
Her  Majesty's  dominions,  without  let,  fee,  or        We  must,  then,  either  permit  chemists 

hindranoe.  and  druggists  to  play  with  disease  and  death 

The  second  principal  object  of  the  Bill  is  over  their  counters,  or  a  lower  Or  subordi- 

the  abolition  of  the  present  Act  of  the  Com-  nate  class  of  practitioners  must  be  licensed, 

pany  of  Apothecariea,  without  the  sobstitu-  similar  to  the  former  humble  apothecary,  or 

tioo  of  any  enactment  of  similar  legal  import  the  pharmacien  of  France.     It  may  be  a 

of  protection  to  the  regular,  and  of  restric-  Use  majetti  against  science  and  the  prO- 

tion  on  the  irregular  practitioner.    As  this  fession,  to  say,  that  the  present  growing  race 

is  really  proposing  a  most  important  chaage  of  professional  men  are  too  highly  edupsted ; 

in  the  polity  of  the  profession,  no  wonder  it  but  so  it  is,  as  far  as  the  great  masses  of  the 

has  excited  much  alarm,  and  stirred  up  uni*  poor  and  working  classes  are  practically 

venal  reprobation  throughout  all  its  ranks  concerned.    They  will  have  a  doctor  suited 

and  degrees.    Viewing,  however,  this  sub-  to  their  own  wsnts,  feelings,  and  ability  to 

jeet  in  a  pntttical  bearing,  it  is  quite  a  qnes-  pay  him.     In  fact,  the  rising  profession  has, 

tion  whedier  the  profiession  will  suffer  more  in  education,  habits,  and,  we  may  say,  in 

from  tliis./Wt-lr«<is  system  than  they  do  at  honourable  ambition,  outstripped  the  under 

preMnt  from  a  protection  that  is  merely  sluggish,  if  not  retrograde  current,  of  lower 

Bonrinal  or  inoperative,  and  altogether  de-  society.    Their  adaptation  to  each  other  is 

oeptive.     I  need  not  bring  forward  any  becoining  every  day  less  reciprocal,  and  it 

proofii  of  this — ^he  that  runs  may  read  them  is  only  through  the  halls  and  waiting*rooms 

in  the  hosts  of  irregulars,  quseks,  and  doc-  of  hospitals   and    dispensaries   that   th^ 

toring  druggists,  that  abound  with  barefaced  mostly  come  in  contaot ;  but  there  it  is  with 

impunity  in  every  town  and  village  of  the  humiliation  on  one  side,  and  with  a  sense  of 

empire.    It  may  have  the  show  of  some  sacrifice  of  time,  or  of  condescending  bene* 

protectioD  to  the  licentiate  of  the  Worshipful  volence,  on  the  other ;  while  there  is  little 

Company  to  know  that  the  sword  of  Damo-  of  "  ah  eo  etiroH,  a  quo  toitmi."    It  may 

des  bangs  over  the  head  of  all  those  prac-  therefore  be  concluded  that  it  is  very  imma- 

tising  outside  the  pale,  but  assuredly  the  terial  whether  the  penal  part  of  the  Apo- 

"  phannaoopolse,  mendici,  mima,  balatrones,  thecaries'  Act  be  retained  or  not ;   while  k 

et  hoc  genus  omne,"  have  no  such  terrors,  would   be  inconsistent  and  intolerable  to 

They  know  that  this  sword  of  the  law  hangs  public  sentiment  to  enact  any  prohibitorj 

not  by  a  hair,  but  by  a  multitude  of  cords ;  laws  of  a  penal  nature  to  put  down  irreigQlar 

while  its  suspension  in  any  wise  proves  often  practice  or  quackery, 
an  iojarious  and  an  insulting  chedt  to  the        Hie  third  prinafMil  head  of  the  proposed 

otherwise  more  amply  and  more  honourably  Bill — the  registration  of  all  regular  prae- 

qnalified  member  of  the  profession.    Not  titioners — may  be  held  a  wise  and  useful 

■stisied  with  the  present  delusive  protectiooy  measure,  though  it  is  delusive  and  oneroa» in 


mrr  TO  salerno.                            si 

iU   SaltiiiU'  itefalitnttion.    It  gi^es   a  original  list  being  open  to  the  inipeotion  of 

riMirofpiivilege  and  exdiudTe  protection  to  all  and  sundry,  at  the  respective  offices  of 

tiengmr  practitioner,  bnt  nothing  more  the  said  r^strars,  and  only  those  whose 

tfan  he  at  present  enjoys.    The  governors  names  are  therein  registered  to  be  entitled  to 

and    trustees    of   all    medical   institutions  claim  any  of  the  rights,  honours,or  privileges, 

throughout  the  kingdom  do  already  elect  of  the  profession. 

no  medical  officers  but  such  as  are  duly  Though  much  more  might  be  remarked  by 

qualified.    This  wise  and  palpable  rule  re-  me  on  the  fertile  subject  of  thU  Bill,  so  full 

quires  no  Act  for  its  enforcement,  which  of  hard  and  indigestible  biU,  though  larded 

would  be  no  boon   nor  protection  to  the  over  with  some  savoury  morsels,  yet  as  it 

regular  practitioner,  nor  any  bar  orprohibi-  seems  designed  by  its  author  to  undeigo  a 

tion  to  the  irregular  one  in  what  he  wants—  long  and  repeated  rumination,   before  any 

practice  that  payt,  not  that  honoun,  thing  like  a  wholesome  and  comfortable  di- 


value,  when  we  know  that  the  great  m^ority  An  Old  Practitionbr. 

of  medical  men  in  any  respectable  practice       September  I6tb,  1844. 

rather  avoid  than  court  these  occasions  of    

^riSS"^  ^^'tot  d.U.^^m'S;.:  ^^SIT  TO  SALERNO, 

foreniic  exhibitions.  This  part  of  the  BiU,  Ko  medical  traveller  visits  Italy — or  ought 
even  if  it  were  an  exclusive  boon  to  them,  to  visit  Italy — ^without  seeing  Salerno,  whoso 
vrill  be  very  apt  to  be  at  times  frittered  from  ntuation  and  climate  seem  to  have  given  it 
them  ;  for  cases  may  easily  be  conceived    medical  supremacy  in  the  beginning  of  the 

where  the  medical  evidence  of  a  long-prac«     I2th  century My  guide  to  the 

tising  irregular,  of  a  sound  and  sober  mind.  University  was  one  of  its  Professors,  who 
cannot,  for  the  ends  of  justice,  be  re-  seemed  dtopoaed  to  show  me  every  attention, 
jected.  Though  charged  wiUi  the  duties  of  one  of  the 

As  much  may  be  said  of  the  value  to  the  principal  chairs  of  medicine,  he  did  not  live 
registered  practitioners,  of  being  alone,  in  in  Salerno.  He  only  came  at  the  hour  when 
opposition  to  the  unregistered,  able  tore-  his  three  or  four  pupils  required  his  presenoe, 
cover  his  account  of  charges  at  law.  This  is  and  discharged  his  function  as  qokkly  as 
speaking  with  an  uncertain  sound  ;  for  at  possible  ;  he  strode  his  mule,  and  returned 
present  physicians  cannot  recover  in  law  to  his  household  gods  in  the  country,  where 
their  fees;  yet  do  they  suffer?  And  assuredly,  I  imagine  he  gave  no  farther  thought  to 
for  every  account  a  surgeon  or  apothecary  physic,  for  his  form  Quired  the  greater 
recovers  in  a  Court,  he  may  reckon  to  lose    part  of  his  time. 

more  than  double  its  amount  among  those  The  university  where  theology,  law,  and 
who  either  are  or  would  be  his  patients  ;  physic,  live  peacably  together,  rises  midway 
for  medical  men  must  endure  sll  things  upon  the  acclivity  on  which  Salerno  is  built, 
without  repininr.  The  building  has  nothing  of  the  antique  or 

Tlie  proposed  mode  of  registration  is,  how-  ifarUung  with  whidi  imagination  loves  to^en- 
ever,  directly  onerous  sndsumptionary  without  compass  the  head-quarters  of  the  world-re- 
any  equivalent  protection,  while  the  law  will  nowned  Scola  Salemitana.  It  is  a  small 
protect  the  rignt  of  a  patent  medicine  after  mean-looking  house,  the  walls  of  dattling 
receiving  tiie  duty  for  the  privilege  of  selling  whiteness,  the  windows  closed  with  green* 
it.  And  reaUy,  to  raise  a  considerable  sum  painted  shutters.  I  scracthed  the  wall  with 
of  money  firom  the  regular  profession,  with-  my  nail,  I  looked  eagerly  for  some  symptom 
out  any  quid  pro  quo  of  effective  privilege  of  antiquity  in  the  foundations  of  the  walls, 
or  protection  whatever,  is  certainly  much  but  nothing  of  the  kind  was  to  be  seen, 
more  than  the  wildest  reformer  among  us  The  house  had  in  all  respects  the  air  of  the 
ever  dreamt  of;  and  will  make  us  adhere  country  box  of  a  worthy  citizen  of  Paris.  I 
with  unwilling  tenacity  to  our  andent  ways,  visited  the  chambers  of  medicine,  of  law,  of 
Registration  is,  however,  very  desirable  ;  theology,  and  saw  a  few  students,  save  the 
but  let  it  be  simple,  untaxed,  and  satisfac-  echoes  of  whose  footsteps  and  my  own  all 
tory.     Our  diplomas  might  be  sent  in  to    was  silent. 

the  Town  Clerks  of  dties  and  boroughs,  or  I  next  visited  the  cathedral ;  hot  this  too 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  wherein  the  prac-  had  lost  its  andent  character ;  modem  resto- 
titioner  for  the  time  resides,  on  the  presen-  rations  had  given  it  a  bastard  and  uncertain 
tation  of  his  degree,  diploma,  or  license,  and  physiognomy.  The  sole  vestige  of  the  onoe 
this  at  the  expense  of  a  fee  not  exceeding  famous  school  of  Salernum  is  no  longer  in 
JSih  in  any  case.  These  local  registers  would  the  city :  in  a  convent  of  Benedictines,  dedi- 
be  revised  by  the  Central  Board  or  Councfl,  cated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  are  contahied  the 
and  tb^  revised  list  printed  each  year,  the    historical  relics  of  the  former  gfvideur  of 
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immense  library,  which  bouto  a  coUectioii  of  of  the  trachea,  in  consequence  of  the  hTneT 

no  few«  than  60,000  MSS.     Snrely  ther«  trophy  of  its  p;riete8,  prS^Td  fiTmiSS; 

«^t  be  something  precions^methmg  mte-  diminution  ;  it  was  reduced  to  fiye  miUime- 

rcatmg  m.  this  immense  coUection  ;  but  who  tres.     The  lumn  were  oedematona  -  th<»  in 

can  teU  ?    The  Benedictine,  of  Salerno,  for-  ferior  lobe  of  tS  right  W^Wh;t«4S" 

getting  thelaborionsindnstry  of  their  prede.  Tlie  thymus  gland^l  ^1.^1^^ 

cessora,   hTe  in  loathsome  mdolence,  and  heart,  stomach,  and  mtestines,  were  healthy 

T^°.f^"l?iS'''^tl^'*^^:''r^'  They  The  Kver  was  enlarged,  and  idtoLtto^ 

wV. !;f  f??®'  "T f ^^c ^^^'"^^^^^^  diaphragm,  kidneyr^leen,  andllS  of  Z 

^X^J^'^'^P<^^^^\^^}»^'^^  colon.     Its  tissue  firm;  granular,  and  i«L-! 

circumstimces,  18  wanting.— there  IS  no  cata.  Gazeiie  Mtdicale,  September  7. 

logucl— JBd.  C.  m   Gazette  Midieale  de  ~ ^ 

ParUde  Sept.2\.  ROYAL    COLLEGE    OP   SURGEONS 

HYPERTROPHY    OF    THE    CARTI-        r.    .,        ^^  ENGLAND. 

LAGINOUS  STRUCTURE  OP  THE     a  ^^i^^^^;^\^l^^ ^'^^^^'^  on Priday, 

TRACHEA  AND  BRONCHI.  t^^  ^"^1  ^*'^""i*  ^-  Ro^J^n^i*.— 

«„  «  ^  B-  W.  Costerton.— T.  Pa  mer.— J.  Rider. 

By  Peofkssor  Gihtrac.  _j.   h.  Dwyer.-W.   G.  Sedgwickl-TRl 

Bacchi.  native  of  Bourdeauz,  eight  years  of  ^^^^' 

age,  of  a  feeble  constitution,  witti  the  chest  — ' " 

narrow,  sternum  prominent,  and  the  breath-  APOTHECARIES'  HALL, 

ing  always  more  or    less  affected;    often         Gentlemenwho  have  obtained  Certificater, 

auffered  from  pains  in  the  chest,  on  account  Sept.  19.— T.  Shaw,  Ashby  de  la  Zouch.-^ 

of  which  he  was  several  times  admitted  into  B.  Micklethwait,  Sheffield.— J.  Reid.— J.  R. 

the  hospital,  and  relieved  by  general  and  Diamond.— J.  A.  Poole,  Martock.  Somer- 

local    bleedings,    and    the    application    of  set. — H.  Kyd.  Harefield.  Middlesex, 
bliatera  between  the    shouldera.     On   the        Sept.  26. — ^James  Smart,  London. 

24th  of  May  he  waa  readmitted,  labouring  ~ — ■ — — — 

undergreat  difficulty  of  breathing,  amounting      MORTALITY  of  the  METROPOLIS. . 

at  times  to  suffocation.      He  had  no  couah.  t\    *x    ^         »  .... 

«id  the  voice  was  neither  raucous  nor  whia  ^'^'^  ^T  ''?  r'!?"  regteUred  in  the 

pering.    Aumjultetion  only  indicated  marked  J^''^  ^'^9  Saturday.  September  21. 

bronchial  wheezing ;  percussion  was  sono-  V!^"^*  ^"f «'^'„'^»?«"««  of  Uncertein  Seat  106 

•«...  *u          "«^"6.  j^»  »»"»»■"•*  WBB  8UI10-  Diseages  of  the  Bram,  Nerves,  and  Senses  . .  isi 

rous  tbroaghout ;  the  heart  a  action  regular.  DiseBses  of  Luhrb  and  Organs  of  Respiration  igs 

ihe  patient  was  pale  and  thin.      Various  l>i>eases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels....  93 

means  were  employed,  such  as  assafoetida  in-  5|wa»«  of  Stomach,  Organs  of  Digestioo,to:.  7* 

4^nHo»«  A,«»i»«*;«i«  J;^!.  A^    -f»««w"«  *"  Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c g 

jections.  fumigations  with  datura  stramonium,  Childbed !.!!!!!  S 

ipecacuanha,  in  alterative  doses,  digitalia  and  Pwamenia*.'.'.'.'.'.' ".*.''.'.***.".'.'.'*,*.'.' *J.'.'  \\\\\\  o 

Acammony,  snlphuret  of  iodine,  but  without  gy"^"  PHW  •• O 

producing  any  decided  change  in  his  symp.  K?hriU?             '^ i 

toms.    On  the  8th  of  July  he  left  the  hoe-  Rheranatism  ■.'.'.*'.■.*'.'.'.*.*.'■'.'.'.!*.;;".!;.!;;!;  s 

pital,  but  came  back  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  ^•^ues  of  Joints.  &c a 

ubouring  under  the  most  aggravated  m^on  .v.:::::;.;:;::;;:::::::::::::::   S 

dyspnoea,  and  died  on  the  8th  of  August,  UlcS 0 

On  examination  of  the  body,  the  lungs    Pi>tula  !.'....*.'.*      o 

were  found  adhering  to  tiie  cavity  of  the  Si!T**®'S'i'*' ^Su::: ® 

^A,m^¥    «*<wM,««^,. «.*! -s.    i  lC  yZ  Old  Ajfe  or  Natural  Decay 45 

cheat,  exoeptmg  at  the  summit  of  the  left  Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  &c 7 

iung,  where  there  was  a  little  clear  serum.  Small  Pox » 

ITie  pleun  was  thickened,  and  separated  ^®^*h   ** 

with  greater  eaae  from  the  ribs  and  interoos-  HwpinaVourt ?I 

talspaoesthanfromthesnrface  of  the  lungs.  Croup  .......... '.\\\\V.'.\V,.\\V.V.V.V.\\\\  5 

The  larynx  was  healthy.    The  trachea  was  I^""'*    8 

firee  in  its  upper  two.thirds.  but  in  its  lower  oi^s^ntS^  ^ 

third  it  was  closely  united  behind  to  th«»  Cholera    ..*.'.!!!!!!;!.*.';!;.*'.;!;;,'i;;;;;;;;.'  s 

oesophagus,  and  in  front  to  the  large  vessels  Influenza i....'....'i.'. .'!.*.'.'  o 

\''''^^^^^^^^^^^'  Thetra.  ^^S;^,^Y^'^v.v::::::.v.v.'::^':^v\   I 

enea.  when  separated,  appeared  larger  than    Typhus ;,     n 

^natural,  but  on  opening  it  throughout  the    B>7sipelas .'..!.'!.'..*.'!.'.'.*.'!.*!.*.*     11 

whole  extent  its   parietes  were  found  con.    ^L^liJifK^w' ® 

■iderabiy  thickened,  especiauy  at  ite  lower  &^ulSr5St^?p;;;;ifled:.\'::;;;;:'-; S 

part  dose  to  its  bifurcation.    The  parietes  '  "  - 

ofthe  canal  were  seven  miUimeties  in  thick.    Peaths  from  all  Causes 857 

nesa  J  they  were  dense,  elastic,  white,  and  of    Wilson"&  Ooilyy.  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURBS  "to  the  cure  of  the  deformity  from  the  in- 


ONTHB 


creafi?d  arch  of  the  tarsus  and  metatareus, 
the  fifth  metatarsal  bone  beine  forced  in- 

NATURE    AND    TREATMENT    OP  wards  towards  the  metatarsal  bone  of  the 

DEFORMITIES,  great  toe ;  that  la  all  cases  the  division  of 

Achilles,  was  necessary,  and  very  frequently 

By  R.  W.  Tamflin,  F.R.C.S.E.  ^^  plantar  fascia  also,  together  with  the 

Suiveon  to  the  Institution.  long  flexor  of  the  great  toe-at  all  events, 

^^_^  m  those  cases  m  which  any  great  degree 

of  contraction  existed  there ;  that  in  infants 
Talipti  varm  non-efmffeniht9—Talip€9  ra/-  these  muscles  should  aU  be  divided  at  the 
ffug—  Talipes  e^ino-varw  Talipes  game  time,  but  that  in  adult  and  younger 
equino-valffUM.  patients  who  had  used  the  deformed  foot 
In  my  last  lecture  I  pointed  out  the  charac-  much,  and  where  there  was  great  rigidity  in 
ter  and  treatment  of  talipes  varus  congenitus,  the  ligaments,  it  would  be  necessary  to  divide 
and  mentioned  that  yarious  causes  had  been  the  posterior  tibial  and  anterior  tibial  mus- 
assigned  for  this  deformity,  but  that,  in  my  ctes,  and  if  necessary  (which  it  very  gene- 
opinion,  the  position  of  the  child  in  utero  rally  is)  the  plantar  fascia  also,  end  to 
was  the  most  probable,  as  no  spasm  nor  abduct  the  foot  before  dividing  the  tendo- 
evidence  of  disease  is  found  in  tike  nerves  Achilles;  that  rest  and  warmth  must  be 
or  brain  ;  contraction  of  the  muscles  enjoined  here,  as  well  as  in  every  other  case ; 
alone  exists,  the  patient  possessing  volun-  that  extension  was  not  to  be  commenced 
Cary  power  over  the  contracted  muscles  as  until  after  the  punctures  should  be  healed, 
well  as  over  the  muscles  that  are  kept  on  I  also  described  the  method  1  hare  adopted 
the  stretch,  (elongation  would  imply  in-  iu  dividing  the  posterior  tibial  tendon, 
creased  length  of  muscle).  I  also  stated,  namely,  by  puncturing  the  fascia,  and  intro- 
that  I  did  not  believe  in  structural  shorten-  ducing  a  blunt-pointed  knife  between  the 
ing  of  the  muscle,  as,  in  the  ease  I  had  an  bone  and  tendon,  so  that  no  risk  could  be 
opportunity  of  examining  after  death,  the  incurred  of  puncturing  the  artery;  that  a  com- 
divided  ends  of  the  tendon  were  brought  plete  division  of  the  artery  had  been  found 
quite  into  apposition,  although  no  trace  of  to  be  of  no  moment ;  and  that  I  had  effec- 
the  deformity  remained,  and  the  little  pa-  tually  (when  this  division  had  occurred) 
tient  bad  exereised  the  voluntary  motions  of  stopped  the  hemorrhage  by  the  application 
the  deformed  foot  with  as  much  fiunlity  as  of  pads  of  lint  and  bandages.  I  would  also 
those  of  the  other  foot,  which  had  not  been  recommend  you  (in  the  event  of  dividing 
thus  affected ;  that  in  infants  you  had  to  the  artery,  which  event  you  wiH  always  be 
contend  only  with  muteular  rentiance,  but  enabled  to  discover  from  the  jet  of  blood 
that  in  childhood,  and  in  adult  deformity,  yon  following  the  knife,  and  from  the  sudden 
would  experience  a  greater  or  less  amount  of  pallid  condition  of  the  foot)  not  to  attempt 
resistance  from  the  contraction  of  the  liga*  extension  for  a  week  Sfterwards,  as  you 
ments  of  the  joint,  which  rigidity  would  re-  might  run  tome  risk  of  disturbing  the  clot, 
quire  the  most  steady  extension  to  overcome ;  and  thus  producing  fiedse  aneurism.  In  the 
that  in  the  adult,  and  also  in  those  who  had  case  I  mentioned,  in  which  this  occurred, 
walked  for  any  length  of  time  on  the  de-  forcible  extension  was  made  by  the  hand 
formed  foot,  you  would  find  a  great  obstacle  four  days  after  the  operation,  at  which  "time 

890.— XXXV.                              •  D 


34  MR.  TAMPLIN*S  LECTURES  ON  THE 

there  was  no  evidence  of  false  aneurism,  and  and  elongation  of  the  ligaments,  but  nrtif 
the  puncture  was  completely  healed ;  so  if  ever  the  same  amount  of  rigidity.  It 
that  I  have  always  suspected  that  the  clot  in  arises,  1st,  from  the  irritation  c^  teethiag, 
this  instance  was  disturbed.  Should  you  as,  in  fact,  does  almost  every  distortion  of 
meet  with  false  aneurism,  I  would  advise  you  the  foot ;  2dly,  from  inflammation  of  the 
not  to  postpone  the  attempt  to  secure  the  joint ;  3dly,  from  measles,  small-pox,  and 
artery,  but  at  once  to  lay  open  the  sac,  and  any  cause  of  irritation  of  the  brain  and  spi- 
take  up  the  artery  by  means  of  the  needle  nal  marrow.  When  it  arises  from  the  irri- 
and  ligature,  as  you  cannot  expect,  save  tation  of  teething,  or  any  cerebral  irritation, 
in  adult  cases,  to  secure  the  artery  by  taking  it  comes  on  gradually,  either  preceded  by 
it  up  alone.  I  idso  pointed  out  to  you  the  complete  paralysis  of  the  entire  side  or  ex- 
necessity  of  artificial  support.  The  support  tremity,  or  of  the  abductor  muscles  solely : 
I  find  moat  successful  is  an  upright  support,  frequently  the  deformity  is  combined  with 
(with  a  stop-joint  at  the  ankle),  reaching  talipes  valgus  of  the  other  extremity,  of 
from  immediately  below  the  knee,  and  fixed  which  we  shall  have  to  speak  hereafter, 
in  the  sole  of  the  boot,  with  the  strap  at-  Upon  the  recovery  from  complete  paralysis, 
tached  to  the  sole  on  the  outside,  the  strap  one  or  more  muscles  remain  paralysed  com- 
passing directly  over  the  instep  to  buckle  on  pletely ;  and,  of  course,  those  recovering 
the  inner  side,  below  the  stop-joint  at  the  their  lost  power,  having  no  active  opposing 
ankle ;  so  that  constant  pressure  is  kept  up  force,  draw  the  foot  in  this  or  that  position, 
on  the  instep,  at  the  same  time  that  the  according  to  the  muscles  so  afiected. 
flexion  of  the  joint  is  allowed ;  and  by  these  In  talipes  varus  non-congenitus  the  tendo- 
means  the  patient  is  enabled  to  take  exer-  Achilles  vrill  be  found  contracted,  and  the 
cise  immediately  that  the  foot  is  restored  to  posterior  tibial  muscle,  occasionally  the  un- 
its normal  position ;  thus  attaining  a  double  terior  tibial,  will  be  found  paralysed  ;  and 
benefit,  the  exercise  of  the  muscles  in  their  the  deformity  appears,  in  some  instances,  to 
proper  position,  and  the  advantage  which  have  been  determined  by  position,  the 
the  patient  derives  from  air  and  exercise ;  weight  of  the  body  pressing  the  foot  over, 
the  ligaments,  or  passive  agents,  also  gain-  and  thus  producing  it ;  and  this  would  be 
ing  strength  during  the  time  they  are  so  ex-  more  likdy  to  produce  an  inversion  than  an 
ercised  in  their  proper  position.  It  is  also  eversion  of  the  foot,  when  the  heel  is  com- 
as well  never  to  allow  the  patient  to  sleep  pletely  elevated.  In  all  cases  of  non-coii« 
without  a  support  of  some  kind,  until  the  PiQ^  1^ 
foot  will  maintain  its  position  unassisted, 
and  until  the  cicatrix  has  resolved  itself  into 
its  permanent  condition.  I  must  again  re- 
mind you,  that  the  greatest  perseverance  is 
necessary,  as  well  as  care  and  attention,  or 
3rour  efforts  vrill  certainly  be  frustrated ;  and 
should  yon  improTC  the  foot  without  com- 
pleting the  cure,  rely  upon  it  a  gradual  re- 
lapse will  follow,  whatever  care  you  may 
take  to  prevent  it.  I  have  had  in  my  pri- 
vate practice  cases  that  had  been  operated 
upon  several  times.  In  one  case  the  tendo- 
Achilles  had  been  divided  three  times,  and 
the  foot  had  been  brought  into  a  tolerable 
position ;  yet,  by  inattention  to  the  details 
of  the  after-treatment,  and  by  neglecting  to 
complete  the  removal  of  all  contraction  and 
rigidity  of  the  muscles,  as  well  as  want  of 
attention  to  the  motions  of  the  joint,  a  re- 
lapse took  place,  and  greater  obstacles  were 
placed  in  the  way  of  treatment  than  existed 

in  the  first  instance.      In  fact,  so  great  is  iihwtraUon  of  talipes  varus  non-congenitus,  taken 

the  additional  resistance  of  the  tendon  after  from  a  boy  fourteen  yeartof  age,  both  fleet  being 

redivision,  that  the  cure  becomes  very  te-  affected  fro™  the  irritation  of  teething  when 

diousond  troublesome,  requiring  the  most  two  years  ow. 

unremitting   and   constant  extension, — ^far  genital  deformity,  where  partial  paralyns 

more  than  is  ncoessary  upon  the  fint  divi-  coexists,    you  have  a  greater   amount   of 

sion  of  the  tendons.  atrophy  of  the  entire  limb,  especially  below 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  describe  the  spedes  the  knee,  when  it  is  confined  to  the  foot,  as  in 

of  deformity  called  talipes  varus  non-con-  this  instsnce ;  and  you  vrill  find  that  definite 

genitns.     In  this  deformity  you  have  the  outline,  so  conspicuous  in  congenital  talipes 

sanie  relative  position  of  the  bones,  motcles,  varus,  equally  entirely  absent ;  but  there  will 
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be  an  muiBtural  smoothnefls  of  the  foot,  so  rabstence  to  gain  strength,  witfaoat  your 

mwAk  so,  that  yon  will,  after  Bome'ezpe-  being  able  to  extend  it  when  nt^Xf  formed, 

rience,  be  enabled  to  tell  at  first  sight  a  and  tfans  increasing  the  difficulty-  in  the 

congenita!  from  a  non-congenital  distortion,  after-treatment.    After  the  foot  is  brought 

Tfam  is  also,  as  I  before  mentioned  in  ta-  into  its  normal  position,  greater  care  will  be 

Upes  equinns,  a  lyminished  nerrons  power,  required  to  keep  it  so,  as  the  attachments  of 

the  limb  rarely  ivtatning  its  natursJ  heat  the  joint  being  weakened  from  the  general 

efca  doling  the  summer  months ;  snd  in  the  loss  of  tone,  and  one  or  more  muscles  being 

eoldweatha'  patients  tlins  affected  suffer  pe*  paralysed,  it  appears,  and  is  in  fact,  compa- 

fiodicaUy  from  chilblains.  ratively  unattached,  and  will  yield  in  any 

Fatients  afflicted  with  non-congenital  Tarns  direction  it  may  be  pressed  in  by  the  weight 
suffer  mncb  more  pain  and  inconvenienoe  in  of  the  body;  so  that  you  must  see  the  ne- 
walking  than  those  who  are  afflicted  with  oessity  for  the  most  perfect  and  firm  support 
congenital  Tarns  only,  as  the  cushion,  upon  after  the  foot  is  in  position  ;  which  support 
which  they  walk,'  is  much  more  quickly  and  will,  in  all  probability,  be  required  for  years. 
easily  Irritated,  owing  to  the  diminished  vi-  You  cannot  be  too  minute  in  your  directions 
tafity,  or  nervous  power,  of  the  skin,  on  the  to  the  machinist,  or  in  cautioning  the  pa- 
one  hand,  and  from  the  relaxed  condition  of  tient.  In  this  case,  also,  the  foot  must  be 
the  ligaments  on  the  other ;  for  although  supported  during  the  night,  as  any  motion, 
the  ligaments,  from  position,  become  con-  even  without  the  weight  of  the  body,  keeps 
tracted,  yet  they  do  not  possess  that  tone  up  the  play  allowed  by  the  relaxed  condi- 
«nd  rigidity  which  they  do  in  congenital  de-  tion  of  the  ligaments,  and  prevents  their 
formity ;  and  the  ligaiments  on  the  external  contracting  upon  themselves,  which  they 
sade  of  the  joint,  namely,  the  external  lateral  wiU  do  even  in  these  paralytic  cases,  if  the 
ligaments,  which  have  become  elongated,  do  position  is  constantly  maintained,  and  the 
not  appear  to  hold  the  foot  sufficiently  firm  muscles  have  become  sufficiently  strong  for 
to  give  Btea£ness  to  the  joint ;  hence  the  the  patient  to  walk  with  a  common  boot 
gieat  weakness  experienced  by  the  patient,  without  support.  But  this  must  be  the 
When  the  cause  of  deformity  arises  from  in-  result  of  time. 

flammation  of  the  joint,  you  have  of  course        In  contractions  arising  from  disease,  of 

no  paralysn,  nor  any  effect  similar  to  that  course  you  will  not  think  of  operating  until 

jost  detailed,  the  deformity  having  been  oc-  all  symptoms  of  disease  have  disappeared. 

cammed  by  position ;  and  you  will  rarely  You  may,  however,  improve  the  position  of 

find  that  complete  inversion  of  the  foot  the  foot  and  prevent    an  increase  of  de- 

whkfa  is  found  in  congenital  eases,  the  patient  formity  by  oarefolly  applying  a  splint,  andr 

waydng  more  on  the  anterior  and  outer  side  by  the  constant  and  aknost  insensible  exten- 

of  the  fifth  metatarsal  bone,  (vide  fig.  1)  and  sion  you  can  keep  up  by  means  of  a  ban- 

thefoot  having  amoie  uniform  sweep  from  the  dage;  which  at  Ae  same  time  that  it  pre- 

ns  calcts  to  the  toes.      I  have  a  case  of  this  vents  and  diminishes  the  deformity,  also 

kind  now  under  treatment,  in  an  hysterical  assists  the  restorative  process  by  keeping  the 

female,  where  inflammation  has  been  for  limb  perfectly  steady,  so  that  the  patients 

some  time  existing  in  the  ankle,  and  the  foot  experience  great  comfort  from  it ;  and  this 

haa  gradnally  become  inverted  by  the  con-  method  may  at  all  times  be  adopted,  and  will 

slant  action  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  not  interfere  with  the  treatment  you  are  pur* 

tihial  mnsdes,  together  with  the  gastrocne-  suing  in  order  to  remedy  the  disease  under 

mios;  no  paralysis  eststing  in  the  peroneia  whidi  the  patient  may  belabouring. 
Buaelea.  Bat  the  anterior  tibial,  and  also  the        After    the    disease    has   subsided,    the 

posterior,  as  well  as  the  gastrocnemius  mns-  tendons  should   be    divided  in  the  usual 

clesy  are  in  a  constant  rigid  condition,  without  manner,  and  then  proceed  with  the  mechani- 

the  foot  being  touched,  or  any  force  being  cal  treatment ;  and  as  soon  as  the  foot  is 

applied  to  abduct  it.  brought  into  position,  exercise  the  motion  of 

The  tveslment  of  non-congeostal  is  pve-  the  joint,  to  prevent  it  becoming  fixed  by  the 

cisdy  the  same  as  the  treatment  of  congeni-  adhesion  or  alteration  of  structure  in  the 

tal  defcnnity ;  that  is,  the  division  of  the  synovial  memhmne ;  this  can  be  done  by 

SBfearior  tibkd  tendon  {if  contracted),  the  means  of  the  instrument,  which  will  effect  it 

posterior,  and  the  tendo-Achilles,  as  well  as  with  less  pain  to  the  patient,  and  with  mora 

the  phmiar  fosda.     You  most  direct  your  certainty,  than  by  means  of  the  hand.  As  a 

aftmtion  espedaUy  to  the  natural  heat,  and  guide  in  the  treatment   of  talipes    varus 

proceed  more  cantioasly  with  the  mechanic^  generally,  the  patient  ought  never  to  suffer 

treatment  than  yon  wfll  find  it  necessary  to  a  sufficient  amount  of  pain  to  interfere  with 

do  in  the  congenital  deformity,  from  the  in-  his  general  health  or  rest.    Tlie  most  severe 

Mttkf  cf  the  skin  to  bear  much  continued  cases  may  be  treated  in  snch  a  way  that  the 

prauuro  without  ita  vitality  being  destroyed,  patient  will  be  subjected  to  very  little  or  no 

whidi   mnst    be   most   carefully    guarded  pain  if  proper  care  and  due  diligence  boused 

agaiaatv  as  this  interferes  with  and  prolongs  by  the  medical  attendant ;  of  oo"***  *^ 

the  tneatneat,  allowing  the  newly-formei  will  always  be  found  more  or  ler 
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ntd  riongation  of  tbe  ligameiili,  bat  rudy 
if  ncT  tlie  ume  unoDnt  ot  rigiditr-  It 
1,  i  hkie  al«iiT«  waufnt.ii  ra^  -ae  'tiac  in  van,  lit,  from  tbe  irriutiaa  of  ttethiag, 
■a.  in  fact,  duel  rimost  eicrj  diitortiwi  of 
tbe  foot ;  2dlj,  from  iafiunmatioii  of  tbe 
joint:  3dlf,  from  mcula,  inull-poi,  and 
K  of  jrritatioii  of  the  bnin  and  ipi- 
Wbcu  it  ariiei  from  tbe  iiri- 
o  of  teething,  or  mnj  cerebral  irritation, 
HUknB^  it  OMOC*  on  iTadaallf,  either  precedol  by 
I  tcM  fimtni  one  fa  fjm  Efac  coaplete  panljna  of  the  entire  aide  or  ez- 
r^£ir3l  Hippnct.  Tbe  )apf>art  tiemit;'.  ot  of  tbe  abdnctor  maiclea  lolelr  : 
F-— *t^ti  4  u  spri^fLC  npport,  A^oentlj  the  deformitj  ia  comtnned  vitli 
nuic  K  :ii£  su^  .  frarnrr;  talipe*  Talgiu  of  the  other  extremitr,  of 
rt  titd  vfaich  we  afaall  haie  to  (peak  befeafter. 
is  tbe  aoK  rf  lue  wj-.K  tei  rh*  ttnp  at-  Upon  the  recovery  from  complete  paialjais, 
utcbcd  tc  tbt  miK  nt.  lue  tnc»a>.  ^&e  ftrap  one  or  tune  miuclea  mnain  piraljaed  com- 
paaning  directir  iier  ■dit  maa^  v.  bveklt  in  pletel;  ;  and,  of  Conne,  those  recoreiiiig 
tbe  inner  aide.  iKorm  arc  vj.'t.-jizr.'.  a£  the  iheii  lost  power,  havmg  no  actiTc  opposing; 
■nklF  :  «<  tliat  conalvil  ynumr:  n  itpt  ap  force,  draw  the  foot  in  thia  or  that  poaitian, 
•n  tbe  iiiaip)>,  at  tbe  aomt  u»e  Tiai  the  taoriing  U>  tbe  mnscles  to  affected, 
tteiicni  irf  tlir  juim  it  alloKed  :  mit  bf  tWae  In  talipes  Tami  non-congenitDithBtendo- 

BieanE  tbe  patient  it  enaiiletl  w  iMc  tatr-  Afhilln  will  be  foand  contracted,  and  tbe 
ciac  immedialel;  tbal  tla^  luut  a  tcMind  la  poaterior  tibial  mnaele,  oecaiiniBll;  the  an. 
ill'  Dunnal  pottliuD  :  tbtK  WBuinug  a  tf-K^im  tenor  tibial,  will  be  found  paralyaed  ;  and 
b«iM6t,  tlic  eaerciiie  ii(  tbe  anaoka  iL  tBA-  the  deformity  appean,  in  lomE  inatancei,  to 
firu|Hrr  piaiUini.  Bud  One  airman  w%iek  kare  been  determined  by  position,  the 
Ibr  iiaboil  detivB  [rum  air  aul  >i«rEiae ;  «ei|;ht  of  tbe  bod;  prening  tbe  foot  over, 
tbr  bgautenlife,  ut  ijHuai^t  m^^iol  -nan  faiiW'  and  thoa  producing  it ;  and  thia  wonid  be 
iiK!  tLid^Ui  liuni^  lui  inui  ~4Kf  am  •»  a-  mon  likely  to  piodace  ui  inTeraion  than  an 
vrt'ini  II,  iirzr  imivv  inntuin.  Ci  ia  slaa  ererwia  of  the  foot,  when  the  hoel  is  com- 
■~  n*i    irmr-    ii    ilnw  iie   pMimt  at  sleep     pleteiy  derated.     In  all  cuea  of  noD-Con> 


lu*  «nlnd  Itself  [nin 

at  "b*  jTTateat  prfrveraar*  is 
I  tHI  ■  me  itnil  :iltentlnn,  or 
nil  'VrtainlT  !te  fmalrated  ;  and 
:mrrn»F  the  iViot  without  onm- 
-nr*,   rHr  .innn  it  a  ^(Bdii^  re- 


[b.-™rt;,art  ',™i   ^ 


i^'Hwt  ihr-t^   t 


«<^ll  3 


tntinns  of  tbe  joint,  a  re- 
'f^f  "mk  ]>li>ef ,  and  greater  obitaclea  were 
placed  :n  the  way  of  treabnent  than  eiitted 
m  Thr  rtrst  inMance,  In  Tact,  9a  great  is 
the  additional  mintance  of  tbe  tendon  afler 
nvtiTiaion.   that  tbe  cure 


to  detcribe  tbe  ipedea 
nity  called  talipes  Tama  non-con- 
In  thia  deformity  yon   bare  the 
utile  potrition  (rf  the  bom.  maidea, 


genital  dcAwmity.  where  partial  panlyni 
coeiirta,  yon  luTe  i  greater  amonnt  of 
atrophy  of  the  entire  limb,  especially  below 
(be  knee,  when  it  is  confined  to  the  foot,  aa  in 
thit  uiiUnce  ;  and  yon  will  find  that  definite 
ijctline,  so  conapicnini  in  congenital  tllipci 
•anu,  equally  entirely  abicit',  buttherewiU 


NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  DEFORMITIES.  35 

be  an  unnatural  smoothness  of  the  foot,  so  substance  to  gain  strength,  withoot  your 

much  so,  that  you  will,  after  some'eipe-  being  able  to  extend  it  when  newly  formed, 

rienoe.  be  enabled  to  tell  at  first  sight  a  and  thus  increasing  the  difficulty  in  the 

congenital  from  a  non-congenital  distortion,  after  •treatment.    After  the  foot  is  brought 

There  is  also,  as  I  before  mentioned  in  ta*  into  its  normal  position,  greater  care  will  be 

lipes  equinus,  a  diminished  nervous  power,  required  to  keep  it  so,  as  the  attachments  of 

the  limb  rarely  retaining  its  natund  heat  the  joint  being  weakened  from  the  general 

even  during  the  summer  months ;  and  in  the  loss  of  tone,  and  one  or  more  muscles  being 

cold  weather  patients  thus  aifected  suffer  pe-  paralysed,  it  appears,  and  is  in  fact,  compa* 

fiodically  from  chilbbdna.  ratively  unattached,  and  will  yield  in  any 

Patients  afflicted  with  non-congenital  varus  direction  it  may  be  pressed  in  by  the  weight 
suffer  much  more  pain  and  inconvenience  in  of  the  body;  so  that  you  must  see  the  ne> 
walking  than  those  who  are  aiHicted  with  cessity  for  the  most  peribct  and  firm  support 
congenital  varus  only,  as  the  cushion,  upon  after  the  foot  is  in  position  ;  which  support 
which  they  walk,'  is  much  more  quickly  and  will,  in  all  probability,  be  required  for  years, 
easily  irritated,  owing  to  the  diminished  vi-  You  cannot  be  too  minute  in  your  directions 
tality,  or  nervous  power,  of  the  skin,  on  the  to  the  machinist,  or  in  cautioning  the  pa- 
one  hand,  and  from  the  relaxed  condition  of  tient.  In  this  case,  also,  the  foot  must  be 
the  ligaments  on  the  other  i  for  although  supported  during  the  night,  as  any  motion, 
the  ligaments,  from  position,  become  con-  even  wilhout  the  weight  of  the  body,  keeps 
tract^,  yet  they  do  not  possess  that  tone  up  the  play  allowed  by  the  relaxed  condi- 
and  rigidity  which  they  do  in  congenital  de-  tion  of  the  ligaments,  and  prevents  their 
formity ;  and  the  ligaments  on  the  external  eontracting  upon  themselves,  which  they 
side  of  the  joint,  namely,  the  external  lateral  will  do  even  in  these  paralytic  cases,  if  the 
ligaments,  which  have  become  elongated,  do  position  is  constantly  maintained,  and  the 
not  appear  to  hold  the  foot  sufficiently  firm  muscles  have  become  sufficiently  strong  for 
to  give  steadiness  to  the  joint ;  hence  the  the  patient  to  walk  with  a  common  boot 
great  weakness  experienced  by  the  patient,  without  support.  But  this  must  be  the 
When  the  cause  of  deformity  arises  from  in-  result  of  time. 

flammation  of  the  joint,  yoa  have  of  course  In  contractions  arising  from  disease,  of 

no  paralysis,  nor  any  effect  similar  to  that  course  you  will  not  think  of  operating  until 

just  detailed,  the  deformity  having  been  oc-  all  symptoms  of  disease  have  disappeared, 

casioned  by  position ;  and  you  will  rarely  You  may,  however,  improve  the  position  of 

find  that  oomplete  inversion  of  the  foot  the  foot  and  prevent    an  increase  of  de- 

which  is  found  in  congenital  cases,  the  patient  formity  by  carefoUy  applying  a  splint,  and 

walking  more  on  the  anterior  and  outer  side  hj  the  constant  and  almost  insensible  exten- 

of  the  fifth  metatarsal  bone,  (vide  fig.  1)  and  sion  you  can  keep  up  by  means  of  a  ban* 

thefoothavingamoreuniform  sweep  from  the  dage;  which  at  the  same  time  that  it  pre- 

os  calcis  to  the  toes.     I  have  a  case  of  this  vents  and  diminishes  the  deformity,  also 

kind  now  under  treatment,  in  an  hysterical  assists  the  restorative  process  by  keeping  the 

female,  where  inflammation  has  been  for  limb  perfectly  steady,  so  that  the  patients 

some  time  existing  in  the  ankle,  and  the  foot  experience  great  comfort  from  it ;  and  this 

has  gmdnally  become  inverted  by  the  con-  method  may  at  all  times  be  adopted,  and  will 

stant  action  of  the  anterior  and  posterior  not  interfere  with  the  treatment  you  are  pur- 

tibial  muscles,  together  with  the  gastrocne-  suing  in  order  to  remedy  the  disease  under 

ffiius ;  no  paralysis  SKisting  in  the  peroneii  whidi  the  patient  may  be  labouring, 

muscles.   But  the  anterior  tibial,  and  also  the  After   the    disease    has   subsided,    the 

posterior*  as  well  as  the  gastrocnemius  mus-  tendons  should  be    divided  in  the  usual 

cles,  are  to  a  constant  rigid  condition,  without  manner,  and  then  proceed  with  the  mechani- 

the  foot  being  touched,  or  any  force  being  cal  treatment ;  and  as  soon  as  the  foot  is 

applied  to  abdmct  it.  brought  into  position,  exercise  the  motion  of 

The  treatment  of  non-congenital  is  pre-  the  joint,  to  prevent  it  becoming  fixed  by  the 

cisely  the  same  as  the  treatment  of  congeni-  adhesion  or  alteration  of  structure  in  the 

tal  defonnity ;  that  is,  the  division  of  the  synovial  membrane  ;  this  can  be  done  by 

anterior  tibial  tendon  (if  contracted),  the  means  of  the  instrument,  which  will  effect  it 

posterior,  and  the  tendo-Achilles,  as  well  as  with  less  paia  to  the  patient,  and  with  mora 

the  plantar  fascia.     You  must  direct  your  certainty,  than  by  means  of  the  hand.  As  a 

attention  espedally  to  the  natural  heat,  and  guide  in  the  treatment   of   talipes    varus 

proceed  more  cautiously  with  the  mechanic^  generally,  the  patient  ought  never  to  suffer 

treatment  than  you  will  &ad  it  necessary  to  a  sufficient  amount  of  pain  to  interfere  with 

do  in  the  congenital  deformity,  firom  the  in-  his  general  health  or  rest.    The  most  severe 

ability  of  the  skin  to  bear  much  continued  cases  may  be  treated  in  such  a  way  that  the 

preasnre  without  its  vitality  being  destroyed,  patient  will  be  subjected  to  very  littie  or  no 

which    mnst    be   most   careftilly    guarded  painif  proper  care  and  due  diligence  boused 

against,  as  this  interferes  with  and  prolongs  by  the  medical  attendant ;  of  course  there 

die  treatment,  allowing  the  newly-formed  will  always  be  found  more  or  less  uneasiness 


MB.  TAMPLIN'S  LliCTURES  ON  THE 

flg  t«— tM«  itret^mof  the  Utimmti  I   b"e  berora    tneDtioned  comwctiDg   the 

'  j(nt.    Tlii*  applici  not  nalj  to  nnu  icapboid  with  the  □>  calcis.    The  ictphoid, 

>r«CT?  AdHs^.aMliriUbefiHind  tlia  with  the  cuboid  and  cuaeifann  bgoM.bioiHiM 

aiwcUiadicntMtqmdjBetliodDfeiire.  elongated,  ud  allow  tbe  ucb  to  sink.     Tba 

!  wmm   c^K,   gtwtlfwi,   to   uKitbrr  internal  UCenl  ligament*  beeoma  Mcgadarilr 

>  rfdddncitit  of  tfae  foot,  >ij..  talipe*  affected  and  elongated,  and  allow  the  ai- 

t,  tw  S^  fool.   TBlgarlj   called  ipUf  tragnlaa  in  tome  caaea  to  fall,  and  thua  to 

^a  iriarmlij  a  txttiij  llie  reverae  lie  obUqnetj  in  tbe  artioiUai'  caritr,   whilit 

:  kK  tm^iitnA,  md  I  wonld  fint  draw  the   eitf  rnal   aldei  of  thB   oi   eaJdt  ia  ■;>. 

al  condition  of  proximatcJ  to  tbe  extenwl  auHeolua.     Ilia 

on  than  anj  pio,  2. 
If  lot  iti  eaoaa  on  the 

It  wulhc  Rcolkctcd  that  tba 


1^ ^fkod*  I  idLM  flMttm,  tocelher 
i^*alf  !■■  niarrtiag  tte  •cq>baM 
mat  wok  Aa  lawiifiiai  baoM,  forai  tb« 
inofK  arf"rt  totke  arek  oftke  foot,  i.e. 

■^  iu  iiwn,  wfekk  aMat  mUeriallj, 
>  1*41  aa  te  laiiLlfi  of  aeacik,aodtbe 
H*BrMa(jM»  Bd  tWo^itibnt 

wmtk-a^mamattft  fcriag  Ike  tctm  cod. 
Ittaii  AefieyaBrfa  a  gRit  ma— r<  on 

baiiil^liij  ififii  hiMiiflbi  fiiiil  fill  Ibiii 
•Mbat  a^  eul  aaow  of  Matka.  Now 
ks  nA  if  As  fmt  anat  be  coaaSdered  ••  • 

■rdi,  aaaa 

IbebtdU 

far  (Im'm 

of  tbe  metataraal 

^"  ■  "*  *«  P"**«  **  ptea—re  an  tbe  niartnti(*  ofennfffnital  tilipn  vilpia,  in  wbich 

«Maar  ^nar  cxbeHt;  or  tbe  Oa  aUO«,  maT  be  obKrrcd  the  moat  complcla  flaltcDJiiK 

■d  Aa   Mfciiai    iafak)r  otreaiitj  ef  tbe  of  tbe  foot,  no  trace  or  an  arch  being  left. 

anManri  baacof  tbe  gnat  toe,  and  tbe  an-  i*  tbe  fbnndation,  and  what  I  iinapna  to  ba 

Biw  aribaiar  ^rtreantj  of  tbe  Sftb  metatir-  tbe  origin,  of  thiaipeciea  of  defbrmity.    Tbe 

ri  base,  or  ittia  toe.     Now  ai  long  aa  tbe  next  change  that  taliBi  place  ia  the  ibdnction 

awea  ef  tbe  feat  wt  bdd  in  tbeir  natural  of  tbe  anterior  portion  of  the  foot,  i.e.  fh»B 

■■tiaa,  ad  aa  f  laljwi  ^  tbe  moring  tbe  bead  of  tbe  aatragilna,  and  appean  to 

•■aaa  cxiMB,  free  witttiaa  and  daatidtr  in  ariae  in  the  following  wa^  : — a*  tbe  firm  con- 

■aAMgkdcriTed&DB  tbe  arcbea  deacribed ;  ncction  of  the  bonea  of  tbe  foot  ia  dcatroTcd, 

■t  die  aaoMCNt  tbe  atidi  of  tbe  foot  ia  or  for  a  time  loat,  it  wonld  yield  in  anf  di- 

laH^Acd,  tta  ixiimt  of  Ibe  foot  beoome  nation  in  whiob  it  might  bo  drawn  by  Ibe 

■ailtd.  Bad  alliaalilj.  ■■  tbe  mora  aeTara  mnaele*  pauing  to  and  tbrongfa  and  met  Itia 

aaa.  abm  Ibi  aiilaa  an  i  iiiiiilj  diitiiijrd.  taran*  daring  their  natnral  acliiin,  and  aa 

I  ia  dlo(e<bar  )aaL      Tba  origio,  then,  of  tbeeitenaonofthEtoa.    Hieperonenater- 

Ua  tititmitj  a  a  weakneaa  or  oongenital  tina  on  tbe  donnoi,  the  peroneDa  bmii  on 

InBgatiaB  of  tbe  liganxnt*  of  tba  aole,  and  tbe  outer  ade,  and  tba  long  peronena  paiaiog 

be  Haadea  baring  a  waduoed  mitead  of  a  beneath,  have  a  powerful  leverage  in  con- 

BB  poinl   of  inaertion  (for  tbdr  inaertian  aeqaanee  of  their  paaaing  onder  the  aitamal 

■aat    aM    be    r^arded    indiTidaBl^    bat  mallcolna  ;  hence  the  long  extenaon  of  the 

aOauttadj)  wiU,  in  Ibdi'  aetjon,  aaaut  tbe  toea  and  the  peroncoa  tirtina  in  their  action 

rtt^  of  tbe  body  in  incKadng  tbe  mal^-  have  a  aecondary  effeot  in  ruaing  Ibe  outer 

iliea.    "Hub  deformity  ia   both  congenital  edge  of  tbe  foot  beyond  ita  oataral  poaition 

nd  Mm.«oiigeiAal,  aa  yon  may  hne  an-  in  part  only,  not  altogether.    Tbe  peroneua 

ieipated,  and  oonaiata  in  a  yielding  or  falling  breria  and  longoa  bafe  alio  a    waondary 

f^mbei  of  ^  foot,  theoa  acaphoidea  effect,  i.t.  abdacting  the  anterior  portion  of 

miactins  and  toaebing  tbe  gronnd  on  ita  the  foot ;  henoe  the  contraction  from  poaition 

nnar  and  noder  anjfcee,  tbe  bead  of  Uie  aa-  of  theae  moielei,  and,  aa  will  be  aeea  after- 

lagdna  aqianted,  of  conne,  aligfady  on  ita  ward),  tbe  neceadty  of  their  netion.     Witl> 

•ner  ride  froa  tbe  correaponding  artlcnhu'  regard   to  tbe  congenital  form  of  the  de- 

■rftee  of  the  oe  •e^boldat ;   the  Ugamenta  foiwiity,  I  hare  told  yon  in  my  laat  lectntv 
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thit  it  U  pocUkm  in  ntero.  Bod  position 
alone,  which  oocuioBi  thii  lund  of  ittormitj 
H  «dl  M  other  eonieoitai  defbrmitiei  tliat 
•lilt  widunit  miUormitiaa.  There  i«  no 
eiideiKe  wbiterer  of  ipaem  eiiitiiig ;  the 
UQiclei  ITB  c<Hitncted,  bnt  not  ■pumodi- 
cbII;  i  Tor  I  uudentuid  by  the  tenn  apum 
■n  im^aUr  twUcm  of  the  miuclci  which  ii 
prodiusd  daring  the  exerdte  of  ToIiCion.  end 
in  deBuice  of  TOliCioD,  Spurn  ie  Qcvcr 
foand  to  eiiat  in  tlie  dcfbrmitiei  1  hsTE  men- 
boned,  nor  in  tlie  perticnlar  oqe  uoir  under 
considCTBtion.  In  the  congenital  therein  more 
complete  flattening  of  the  entire  foot  (vide 
Hg.  2)j  it  isDOt  confined,*! in ■omeinetenoee 
oT  non-oongenital  ddbrmiCj,  to  the  Internal 
■ide  of  the  foot,  bnt  aitendt,  ai  in  the  caie 
before  jron,  to  the  entire  foot ;  there  being 
no  trace  of  an  ttA  left,  or  in  all  proba- 
bility none  had  cTcr  dieted,  bat  from  the 
circanutaocei  before  pointed  out  themoeclei 
before  mentioned  liad  become  contracted. 
Tlie  vune  diminiihed  derelopmeat  of  the 
musclei  ie  here  erident  as  in  congenital  Tarng, 
bat  tosmach  lesieitcDt,  ai  aithongh  there  ie 
certainlj'a  contraction  of  mnKla  mentioned, 
jet  from  the  natare  of  the  deformity  the  con- 
tntcUon  ie  mnch  lesa,  and  admits  onl;  of  a 
limiled  amount  of  contraction  compared  to 
the  great  change  in  the  portion  of  the  foot 
in  ttlipea  farui,  and  althongh  contracted 
thej  poieesa  great  powen  of  motion — eicept- 
ing  onl;  in  the  moet  aevcre  diitortion ; 
and  even  here,  ai  moit  be  obrloni,  the 
extent  of  contnction  cannot  be  Tery  great. 
The  nod-congenitalT.TalguaanMigeQeraUj 
from  the  patient  bating  been  in  the  habit 
of  carTTing  heavy  weights,  or  from  being  for 
many  honra  incceeitrd J  on  bii  feet — atleait 
tbeie  are  the  canaes  oaoally  aeaigned.  But 
there  can  be  little  doabt  that  there  mnat  be 
a  preditpodng  eanee,  ni.  general  debility, 
wluoh  roklen  thoae  mffcring  under  this  dis- 
tortion incapable  of  bearing  that  great 
qoantity  of  exerciae  or  bodily  btigne  which 
pwiona  whoie  exiatence  dep«Qda  on  their 
d^y  labour  ere  compelled  to  undergo.  We 
hne  had  two  remanable  inatancea  of  thi* 
defcnnity  lately  in  the  institution.  The  one 
a  boy  about  17  yean  old,  thsotbar  about  20; 
tbe  brmer  waa  a  graTedigger,  the  latter  a 
Unoer'*  hboorer.  Tbe  first  thing  whicb 
attneli  the  attention  of  the  patient  to  this 
deformity  fn  it*  indpient  state,  i*  •  mam  of 
weakDeaa,  mote  specially  on  the  outer  side 
of  tha  ankle-joint,  and  the  projectioa  of 
&e  scaphoid  bone  with  the  bead  of  the 
astragalus:  they  then  ohserre  the  flat  ap- 
peenuce  of  the  sole  of  the  foot,  and  the 
tendency  of  the  inner  anlile  to  ftpproach  the 
groond  in  walking  i  as  the  drformity  in- 
creaees,  the  pain  in  the  joint  and  tbe  eente 
of  weaicneai  tncreaae  to  sncb  an  extant  that 
the  pMiant  becomes  totally  onable  to  follow 
his  ordinary  occupation.    And  although  tbe 


nhislntron  of  the : 

genital  talipes  valro*, 
M.  i;,  tnthbetb^s 


The  above,  after  treatment,  whkh  occupied  three 

moDtht.    The  aaterior  tibial,  axtensor  Com- 

mnius  digitortuD,  peroneus  teitliu,  longui  and 

brevii  muscles,  were  divided. 

internal  "'i'*"i"«  doe*  not  touch  the  grannd, 

yet  it  appears  to  do  so.     In  the  nujority  of 


the  peroneii  and  extensor  of  the  toes,  wUeh 
will  be  found  prominent,  and  extremely 
tease  on  any  attempt  to  addnct  the  foot, 
offering  the  most  dense  and  nnyieldii^ 
resistance,  and  in  tbe  case  of  tbe  gravedigger 
above  meotioDed,  the  anterior  tibial  tsndoii 
also  become  contracted  ;  1  imagine,  from  the 
ooostant  iostinetive  elfort*  made  to  rmse  the 
■rcfa  of  the  foot.  In  inch  easea  the  joint 
becomes  immoveable,  which  arises,  I  suppose, 
from,  the  drcumstanoe  of  the  astragalus  lying 


synovial  membrane  becomes  pressed  npon 
eonetently  on  the  two  lateral  points  of  pres- 
sure, which  it  is  not  accustomed  to  bear. 
This,  with  the  constant  stretching  of  the 
ligaments,  is  the  cause  of  the  pain,  which  at 


s  of  n 


1- congenital  talipes 


C4KUS'S  E&BTH-UPE— 

de  n^  an  lilt*  of    sionallf    published    iransliition*    and 

>p»Mg  <if  apJae    abstracis  of  the  beat  foreign  raaaya  in 

a  Bot  coiiBnl  t»    ihe   higher    branchet   of   phyiiologj-, 

■*  ■"•  *»'^J'*^    and  hHTe  encouraged  jour  friends  lo 

""  "^  ""    commanicBte  them  by  your  own  esam- 

ple,  and  by  gifhig  up  to  them  a  certain 

portion  of  the  most  important  section 

of  your  journal.     Your  custom  cannot 

fail  to  exercise  a  good  influence  on  the 

profession,     We  are  all  too  apt  to  de- 

generate  into  mere  routiniere  —  to  let 

our  intellects  be  unoccupied  till  they 

are  fit  for  nothing  better  than  the  rou- 

tine  of  the  trade  of  our  profeasion.   We 

reoOTuI    need,  at  least  once  a  week,  to  be  roused 
tmA  pattrior    by  seeing  how  actiTely  others  are  pur. 
4«  ird^  >*d  tlun  e*ch    sning  science,   and  to  be  templed  to 
■■^-*««J  «  iboTtemed,  na    exert  onrselveB  to  attain  their  know- 
TW  penioeii    ledge,  or  detect  their  errors,  or,  at  the 
*—* — '  Hid    least,  to  keep  up  the  habit  ofthinkincr 
"**    upon  somewbat  more  than  we  learned 
years  ago. 

Having  profited,  1  hoi>e  I  shall  be 
allowed,  in  rr' * ■-:».....  ;_  .i._ 


f  vincb  vCl  be  foomd  to  pre- 
loeu  N  die  aMnUiniDg  •#  the  foot  in 
ruOol  poiiCiMi,  (nr  if  this  poiilioD  an- 
in  mtmUaofed  -    -   - 


part  of  a  work  by  Dr.  Carus,  long  known 


the  diScBlty  ol  wainttiiiiag  this  pen-  "   "nc  of  the   moat  accomplished  of 

i*  modi  grnter  thu  jm  wobM  hare  modern  physiologists,  and  lately  better 

abated  i  frwri;  it  bnng  not  ■  part,  known    (and  hichly  esteemed  for  hia 

the  wbote  of  the  coawction  of  the  ttooes  social  as  well  as  tus  Bcientific  qualities 

he  foot  that  reqnirei  ioppott.     In  tme  by  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  lonniDg 

let  TiIgDi  eoa;eoitM  I  have  nerer  fcnuid  hia   acquaintance)    aa    the    attendant 

Jyn  of  the  miude,  bat  in  a  ipeciea  of  physician  of  the  King  of  Saxony.     He 

'Bs  wbkb  1  ibBD  henafter  mentian,  it  ii  a  fg  a  practitioner,  and,  1  believe,  a  very 

jBOaoeenreDce.  I  hare  met  with  the  de-  gpodone.  Thccontemplationsinwhich 

«itj,whmit»«j»uppoaedtouijefifoia  gg  indulges  occupy  a  different  portion 

™S"' "      ^^J*^\'^  of  his  mind  from  that  which  is  engaged 

ZJ  "^  H^J^  VL     ^'^  in  the  daily  business  of  hU  profeision, 

ned,  and  when  I  But  mm  the  patient  he  _■               '        j  ■     .  .■       j  ^    ■  -    . 

^^i<«  fnxa  ^mxrheomatic^^etioa.  ?'"*  «='V«^«  and  practice  do  not  inter- 

pei^mnadeawe^exceediaglrtenK  fere  With  each  other. 

m^  ■•  the  ett«uon  ofthTrat  too.  ^"^  *■""    appears  to  me  one  of  the 

arefa  was  fallea,  but  I  hire  reason  to  }•««'  e«ampleB  of  the  ideal  physiology 

ere  that  the  circnniituKe  of  tha  rfaea-  by   which  so   large   a   section  of  the 

ic  iffedioo  firat  drev  hia  ktteniion  to  the  scienti&c  world  of  Germany  is  capli- 

irinity,   u   I   aicertaiiied   cpon  inqniry  vatcd.     1  am  not  sure  that  the  system 

;  be  h^ aperienced  a  weakneaa  of  the  is  substantial;  yet  it  is  Strange,   and 

ta  for  Kunc  time  prerioDilj.     8tnngB  M  much  in  its  favour,  that  sometning  of 

uy  appear,  patieats  snffei  mach  more  the  kind  has  been  in  the  thoughta  of 

1  and  tDooaiieiiience  from  this  ipedei  of  K>me  of  the  most  enlightened  pbiloso- 

iraaity  than  frsm  tbe  aion  serere  distor-  phers  of  nearly  every  age.     But,  whe- 

1  of  vim*.  iJier  it  be  true  or  not,  the  mind  may  be 

well  exercised  in  considering  it ;  it  has 

all  the  beauty  of  poetry,  and  more  of 
religious  feeling  tlian  our  own  utilita- 

rian  gystems  of  physiology  have ;  and 

n     .    Mj.,      r.i    .»  J-    . .-     „  if  it  haye  not  the  truth  ofsciencc,  let 

SiBt  somewhat  of  the  spirit  of  reverential 

AVE  derived  much  pleasure  from  ob-  .  ..  z^q,,  Brjet*  Ml«r  du  Erdleben,  ion  Dr. 

ving  that  you  have  of  late  occa-  c.G.  t;«nu."   siuiigan,  isii. 


A  SPECIMEN  OF  IDEAL  PHYSIOLOGY.  3t» 

contemplation  in  which  it  seems  to  themselves  according  to  the  law  of  this 

have  heen  written.  or  that  idea  ?    The  same  carhon  lived 

I  will  add,  only,  that  1  have  taken  yesterday^  perhaps,  in  our  blood,  which 

pains  to  make  the  translation  as  literal  to-day  floats  still  active  in  the  atmo- 

as  possible;   the  obscurity  of  which  sphere,  and  to-morrow  may  work  within 

some   may    accuse    my    language    is  the  germinating  plant.    In  truth,  then, 

strictly  co^Jied  from  the  original ;  and  there  can  in  no  case  be  any  question 

I  am  not  sure  that  much  of  what  is  pe-  about  a  difference  o  f  organic  and  inor- 

culiar  to  this  system  would  not  disap-  8^^i<^f  of  living  and  dead,  elements." 

pear  if  it  were  expressed  in  ordinary  Things  differ,  not  in  their  real  and  in- 

^  the  idea 
embodied 
universe. 

servant,  To  form  a  definite  conception  of  na- 

L.  ture  and  organic  life,  it  is  indispensable 

Sept.  la,  1844,  ^  to  have  a  clear  notion  of  the  meaning 
-,  ,  """^  r.  .  X  o^  ^^®  words  "organic,"  and  "orga- 
Thr  grand  error,  says  Carus,  into  nism,"  and  of  th?  relation  in  which 
which  men  commonly  fall  m  their  nature  stands  to  them.  Now,  "  if  we 
contemplations  of  the  universe  is,  that  derive  them  from  their  origin  in 
Ihey  imagine,  as  it  were,  two  natures;  ",^a»o„/'  what  else  can  an  organism 
one  hvinff,  the  other  not  living;  m  be  than  an  instrument  or  member,  ge- 
one  of  which  they  include  the  nature  nerating,  producing,  and  so  exercising 
of  men,  animals,  and  plante ;  m  the  its  life,  according  to  the  guidance  of 
other  that  of  the  earth  and  heaven,  and  the  idea,  whether  conscious  or  uncon- 
their  phenomena.  But  "  whoever,  un-  gcious,  that  dwelU  within  it?  Every 
fettered  by  prciudice,  attentively  ob-  such  organism  or  member,  in  so  far  u 
serves  the  life  of  all  nature,  finds  every-  jj  is  a  being  appertaining  to  nature,  is 
where  one  and  the  same  essence  and  ^  manifestation  of  her  ever-changing 
operation  in  the  life  of  the  celestial  elemente,  and  so  is  manifold ;  but  in  sS 
bodies,  and  in  that  of  the  terrestnal  far  as  its  existence  is  determined  by  a 
beings  more  nearly  related  to  ourselves,  prfme-design,  by  an  imaae  of  its  iJing 
In  the  ever- whirling  sphere  of  the  previous  to  it,  being,  it  belongs  to  the 
planet,  with  lis  in- and  ex-halaiions,  the  jdeal  world,  and  so  is  an  unity,  an  in- 
regulated  circulation  of  its  waters,  its  dividual.  In  the  former  view  it  has 
magnetic  and  electrical  vital  exercises,  ^^at  we  caU  a  body  ;  in  the  latter  what 
he  discerns  nothing  essentially  different  ^g  name  the  soul,  whether  conscious 
from  what  he  sees  m  the  mfusonum  q^  unconscious.  Inasmuch,  then,  as 
rolling  round  with  oscillations  m  the  the  complete  manifestation  of  the  or- 
water,  and  in  the  circulation  of  the  ganism  depends  on  its  proper  idea  con- 
fluids  m  the  higher  creatures,  the  Unually  and  intimately  ^rvading  its 
resulte  of  magnetic  and  electncal  op-  changing  elements,  we  saV.-the  idea, 
positions."  ^  IJor  are  the  elements  the  soul,  incorporates  itself  in  it,  en- 
composm^  the  bodies  of  the  one  class  ^vens  it,  and  it  becomes  living*.  Life, 
different  from  those  that  make  up  the  (hen,  can  properly  mean  nothing  else 
others.  Do  not  the  same  hydrogen,  than  the  permanent  incorporation  of 
carbon,  oxygen,  and  nitrogen,  the  same  the  prime-design  in  the  being,  or  of 
metals  and  metalloids,  that  are  dis-  idea,  in  nature."  And  if  we  now  pro- 
peraed  throughout  terrestnal  nature,  eeed  to  a  wider  and  freer  gUnce  over 
make  up  the  individual  organisms ;  the  world,  our  inmost  consciousness 
nay  even  man's  own  body  ?  Are  thev  ^ju  at  once  say  that  this  notion  of  the 
not  the  same  elementary  actions,  such  incorporation  of  the  "  living  essence" 
as  attraction  and  repulsion,  electrical  ig  as  well  adapted  to  the  whole  uni- 
and  chemical  energy  which  work  alike  ^erse  as  to  eacli  single  organism ;  and 
between  the  strata  of  •  the  earth  and  of  that,  therefore,  "  of  necessity  life  must 
the  atmosphere,  m  the  pwth  of  ^^1^  through  all  the  spheres,  and  that 
nlants  and  in  the  motions  of  animals  ?  the  real  an^  absolute  opposite  of  life,  a 

In  a  word,  is  not  nature  onb  sea  of   2_ L 

being,  in  which  an  infinite  diversity  of  «  ,t  i,  not  poMibie  to  expreta  the  full  force  of 
ideas  are  in  a  thousand  ways  reflected,  this  paaaage  in  a  translation.  The  German 
and  whose  drops  appear  in  myriad  f  <[*«»»  i*^e»  *>«»»»?  ^«"ved  from  Leib,  body,  da- 
forms,  as  at  every  instant  they  arrange  J?^/;.  ""^^  '"^•^  '''''''  '^  incorporate  or  to  en^ 
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genuine  and  complete  death,  is  utterly  undefined,  and  as  yet  unboanded,  and 

impossible,  and  to  be  classed  only  with  not  fisedly  shaped  ?    Bat  if  the  fluid 

the  notion  of  an  absolute  zero,  or  a  be  just  that  form  of  substance  which 

complete  negation."  has  no  determined  boundary,  and  yet. 

Ail  nature,  then,  is  animated,  and  in  respect  of  boundary,  is  infinitely  de- 

« may   be   compared   to   an   infinite  terminable,    we    see    at    once     the 

sphere,  whose  centre  is  everywhere,  necessary  foundation  of  this  second 

tne  peripheiy  nowhere.    Nor  is  this  a  great  law  of  nature*' 

mere  poetic  image ;  its  truth  may  be  And  again,  a  third  ^reat  and  general 

proved  with   mathematical  accuracy,  law  of  nature,  which  is  indeed  nardly 

For  what  is  the  distinctive  character  more  than  a  corollary  to  the  first,  is 

and  proper  notion  of  the  sphere,  but  that  each  individual  organism  must  ex- 

that  it  is  a  form  in  which  all  the  possi-  hibit  more  simplicity  &)th  in  its  form, 

ble  diameters  are  exactly  equal  ?   And  and  in  the  intrinsic  and  extrinsic  exer- 

if  the  infinity  of  nature  must  be  ad-  cise  of  its  energies,  the  further  we  go 

xnitted  as  self-evident,  will  not  all  the  back  into  the  history  of  its  former  life ; 

conceivable   diameters    that   can    be  so  that  in  every  respect  an  organisoi 

drawn  through  any  given  point  in  it  always  proceeds  from  greater  simplicity 

be  equal,  1. 1,  equally  infinite  ?    And  to  higher  complexity, 

again,   while  the   spherical    form  is  Now  nothing  can  present  a  more 

proved  by  the  equality  of  the  diameters,  striking  example,  and  at  the  same  time 

must  it  not  also  follow  from  the  infi-  a  more  decided  proof  of  the  truth  of 

nit^  of  the  sphere,  which  excludes  the  these  positions,  than  the  history  of  the 

notion  of  a  bounded  periphery,  that  formation  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  as  it 

every  possible  point  in  it  may  be  taken  is  represented  to  us  in  that  of  those 

as  a  centre  through  which  the  infinite  "  cosmical  infusoria,"    the   meteoric 

and  all-equal  diameters  may  be  drawn  P**  stones.    Of  these  "  Chladni  has  ren- 

From   these    considerations    there  dered  it  most  probable  that   in    the 

plainly  follow  some  important  conse-  infinite  space  ofthe  universe  spherical 

quences  in  regard  to  the  primary  form  masses   of  vapour    form,   and    float 

of  all  orffanisms*    It  must  be  remem-  about."    These  may  be  believed  to  be 

bered   that   '*  the  entire  macrocosm,  vapours  of  such  metals  as  by  combus- 

that  is,  all  nature,  animated  and  per-  tion  form  earths,  and  to  be  produced  by 

vaded  by  the  divine  ideas,  the  great  a  diversification  of  the  ether  that  fills 

Immeasurable,  as  one  comprehensive  all  space ;  and  "  when  they  come  in 

living  whole,  is  to  be  considered  as  the  contact  with  the  earth's  atmosphere, 

source  and  aggregate  of  every  particu-  they  are  set  on  fire  by  an  electric^  dis- 

lar  form  and  manifestation  of  life ;  and  charge,  and  either  pass  away,  giving  a 

from  this  again  it  plainly  follows,  that  moment's  light,  ana  then  disappeanng 

every  single  being,  every  individual,  in  the  form  of  shooting  stars,  or  else, 

every  narticular  organism,  can  be  re-  by  more  thorough  burning,  melt  into 

gardeaonlyas  a  part,  and  indeed  as  drops  of  various  size,  and  then,  attracted 

one  integral  parr,  of  this  immeasurable  by  a  planetary  mass,  fall  down  upon  it 

whole.    It  is  further  self-evident,  that  as  meteoric  stones.    And  if  we  now 

every  integral  part  of  a  whole  must  consider  that  that  heavenly   system 

partake  of  certain  essential  properties  which  comprehends  our  o«rn  earth,  and 

of  that  whole.    Wherefore,  if,  as  oefore  which  is  best  known  to  us,  shows  us 

stated,  the  principle  of  the  spherical  certain  Jixed  forms  which  exhibit  on  a 

form  be  really  and  of  necessity  proper  large  scale  the  two  in  which  these  cos- 

to  the  ontyeise  of  nature,  then  may  it  mical  infusoria  are  manifested,  namely, 

be  at  once  explained  why  every  single  Istly,    nebular    and    indeterminately 

organism  must  present,  or  rather  must  bounded   spheres,   and   2dly,   others 

embody,  the  spherical  as  its  primary  denser,  and  besiing  evident  signs  of 

form."  orifi^nal  fusion^ofwhich  one  set  art 

To  this  first  law  of  formation  must  be  called  comets,  the  other  planets— these 

added  a  second,  namely,  "  that  the  for-  observations  acquire  a  far  higher  im- 

mation  of  an  organic  whole  cannot  port;  they  promise  to  us  many  nearer 

take  place  except  from  the  fluid  state,  conclusions    even   on    the   formative 

For  now  can   the  formation  of  that  history  of  the  planet  we  inhabit,  and 

which  is  defined,  bounded,  and  shaped,  they  may  serve  besides  as  striking  and 

come  to  pass  except  from  Ihat  whicn  is  illustrative  examples  of  the  three  stages 
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of  formation  just  mentioned" eachyearor  any  other  period,)  changes 

For  we    have  in  them  the  primary  its  form. 

spherical  form,  the  fluid  material,  and  But  to  return  to  the  dn>i>  of  water  s 
the  formation  of  divers  solid  crys-  so  lon^  as  the  electrical  tension  between 
talline  substances  out  of  it.  the  diffisrent  parts  of  the  planetary 
But  the  simple  phenomena  of  a  drop  system,  which  we  call  heat,  pervades 
of  water  will  ulustrate  the  same  laws ;  this  fluid  sphere  in  a  certain  high 
and  the  understanding  that  has  once  degree,  it  does  not  succeed  in  satisfying 
apprehended  them,  or  rather  the  mind  its  tendency  to  individual  formation ; 
that  has  once  perceived  them,  for  they  but  if  this  tension  sinks  to  a  certain 
are  objects  oi  the  reasoning  faculty,  degree,  then  that  bond  of  universal  Ufe 
will  be  able  to  comprehend  at  once  a  is  loosened,  and  individual  life  attains 
number  more.  Thedropof  water,  then,  strength  to  exhibit  itself:  then  it  is 
presents  to  us  the  purest  li(}uid  in  the  that  uiat  which  just  now  floated  in  the 
simplest  form  of  individuality  ;  and,  is  space,  a  clear  and  fluid  sphere,  now  ren« 
it  not  marvdlous !  if  i  isolate  a  quantity  dered  crystalline  by  cold,  on  a  sudden 
never  so  small  of  this  fluid,  and  let  it  floats  onward  as  a  solid  six-rajred  star ; 
float  in  space,  at  once  there  is  aroused  till  a  renewed  permeation  of  its  sub- 
within  the  mass  of  as  yet  undeter«  stance  by  an  electrical  radiation  of  heat 
mined,  though  infinitely  determinable,  asain,  through  a  retro^^rade  metamor* 
shape,  the  all-pervading  vital  prin*  pnosis,  produces  the  simple  spherical 
ciple :  the  idea  of  unity  works  m  it  form,  and  converts  the  sohd  star  again 
by  the  attraction  of  its  whole  mass  to  into  the  round  fluid  drop, 
one  centre,  and  as  this  attraction  is  of  All  this  is  but  an  image  of  the  plan 
necessity  the  same  through  the  whole  that  prevails  through  the  entire  uni- 
of  the  uniform  mass,  that  form  is  at  verse ;  there  is  in  it  neither  empty  space 
once  produced  whose  radii  are  all  nor  rest ;  and  though  our  senses  cannot 
equal,  that  is,  the  sphere;  and  the  tell  us  what  nils  the  heavenly 
mass  of  water,  now  a  drop,  has  made  space,  yet  our  reason  and  analogy 
the  first  step  in  organization,  but  assure  us  that  it  is  that  original 
unless  further  excited,  remains  fixed  formative  element  of  all  the  bodies 
and  restrained  in  this  stage ;  for  the  of  the  universe,  that  element  of 
idea  which  has  enlivened  it  is  not  all  elements,  which  merely  is,  but  is 
powerful  enough  to  maintain  its  mani-  utterly  indifferent,  and  therefore  not  in 
testation  with  any  constancy  against  any  wise  sensible,  and  for  which  tht 
the  restless  tug  of  the  elements  ....  best  name  is  ether  (from  &«i94i»).  Now, 
Yet  still  there  novers  over  this  drop  of  if  we  suppose  that,  as  in  our  own 
water  as  a  prototype  of  its  beine,  or  as  minds,  the  awakening  idea  proves  itself 
an  ideal  model,  a  law,  in  whicn  is  de^  in  the  most  varied  images  and  opera^ 
creed  a  solid  form  to  be  assumed  under  tions,  so  the  Divine  Idea  established  in 
certain  conditions, — and  we  call  this  ether  endless  differences  and  vital 
production  of  a  solid  form,  before  in-  tensions  $  then  the  outward  radiating 
visible,  but  by  an  inherent  law  decreed,  eccentric  tension  will  appear  to  us  as 
out  of  a  fluid,  ery$taUixation  ;  and  we  Light,  the  concentric  constraining  ten- 
recognize  it  as  one  of  the  most  remarka-  sions  as  Gravity;  and  a  formation  of 
ble  processes,  as  a  process,  an  act,  by  heavenly  bodies  giving  light  and  sravi- 
whicn  originally  everything  which  tatin^  towards  one  another  will  be  in- 
appears  to  us  in  a  fixed  solid  form,  telligible.  And  if  we  remember  that 
whether  it  be  called  stone  or  plant,  every  or^nic  being  must  first  appear 
earthy  or  animal  body,  was  determined,  in  spherical  form,  and  first  move  in  a 
Rightly  to  comprehend  this  simple  for-  sphere,  we  attain  to  the  simplest  con- 
mative  process  is  indeed  to  compre-  ception  of  the  eosmogeny  or  formation 
bend  all  formative  life;  for  throng  of  the  universe.  Butfurther,  justas  in 
all  the  grades  of  complexity  of  forma-  the  development  of  the  t^g  we  see  the 
tion,  we  have  nothing  but  this  act,  arrangement  of  structiure  around  struc- 
wbich  in  the  crystal  is  shown  in  its  tnre,  of  encircling  or  peripheral  around 
first  power  (for  m  it  the  form  once  at-  central  or  middle  structures,  so  in  the 
tained  is  permanent),  carried  on  to  the  mightiest  oosmical  phenomena  thcsaroe 
2d,  3d,  or  it  may  be  the  nth  power,  foundation-law  rules;  and  hence  the 
as  at  the  end  of  some  cycle  the  being  necessity  of  certain  spheres  becoming 
(a  plant  or  an  animal  for  example,  in  eentral,  while  other  t»eripheral  spheretf 


>,  and  apparenilj  fixed,  tike    period  of  creation  ending  would  p 
I  themMlTes,  (ar  beyond  the    into  the  second,  which  would  be  c 
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coincidently  developing  tbenwelvea  out  mass    of    condensed    and    polnriiiag 

of  the  ether,  form  a  Evatem  of  worlda  ether,  we  may  venture  to  imcigine  how, 

■omelhing  like  our  solar  lyslem.  in  the  time  which  we  call  the  origin  of 

A   glance  at  oar  own  solar  system  the  earth,  the  several  elementary  Bub- 

shows  us  plainly  the  diSerent  develop-  stances   isBued   forth  t    how  enormoui 

mental  stages  of  these  structures,  in  the  masses   of   the    vapours    of   ailicium, 

series  from  the  meteoric  nebular  comets  kalium,  &c.  were  borne  out  of  it,  and 

to  the  ainde  planets ;    thence  to  the  formed    a   denser   rotating    vaporout 

(un-like  planets  that  have  moooa ;  and  sphere :  how  the  primary  gase«,  oxygen, 

lastly  to  the  sun  himself :  for  here  we  hydrogen,  and  nitrogen,  came  fartfa,'aud 

■ee  a  production  of  the  definite  out  of  how  the  discharge  of  electrical  polarity 

the  indefinite  in  form,  and  a  progress  between  the  Empedoclean  elements  of 

from  theperipheral  to  the  central.    But  earth  and  nir  produced  the  two  other 

all  this  IS  far  more  striking  when  m  elements  of  fire  and  water,  the  former 

look  to  that  series  in  development  in  in  the  burning  of  the  metallic  vapours 

which  we  have  fint  thone  unbounded  into  liquid,  molten  earths,  the  latter  in 

nebulous  spots  in  the  firmament  cover-  the  form  of  watery  vapour,  as  the  pro- 

ine   spaces    inconceivably    great,   yet  ductof  the  combuationof  thefaydrogea 

visible  only  with  the  moat  powerful  and  oxygen.  And  with  this,  the  first 
telescopes,  and  a             .     -     .    ..  -    .     , 

the  stars  themse 

nearest  of  which  they  lie;  then,  those  tinguished  by  the  state  of  the  cloud- 
yet  smaller  FToop^  and  roanded  enclosed  fiery  liquid;  and  on  this  dav 
nebolRin  whicD  the  brighlerspots  give  we  may  conceive  that  the  earth  was 
a  real  light,  and  that  more  intense  at  one  huge  drop  of  glowing  molten  earths, 
the  centre  thanaronnd'  and  laslly,lhe  surrounded  by  an  atmosphere  of  gases 
two  brighter  nebaln:  that  are  visible  and  of  watery  vapour.  The  most 
even  wiih  the  nakedeye  in  Andromeda  terrific  volcanos,  the  loudest  atnrms, 
and  in  the  sword  of  Orion-  the  fiercest  earthquakes,  all  combined. 

Proceeding  from  ihae  eunples  to  would  be  but  nn  air,  a  breath,  in  com- 

tbe   consideration    of  the   necessarily  parison  with  the  fearful  strife  of  raging 

analogous  formative  history  of  ourearth,  forma   in   inch   an   elemental    planet, 

we  may  first  point  out  the  amngnnent  Yet  must  formation  still  go  on  ;  and  in 

of  the  elementary  sufastancea,  which  the  third  day  we  may  bePieve  the  solid 

are  all  products  from  the  etber,  in  a  form  produced.     From  the  analogy  of 

series  according  to  their  several  grades  the  development  of  the  egg  by    the 

of  development ;  from  those  neamt  to  formation   of   solid   peripheral   layers 

the  ether,  the  hydrogen,  oxygen,  &e.  around  the  central  fluid  mass,  and  from 

to  those  which  are  most  nearly  perfected  some  appearances  about  the  esrlh  i  tself, 

in  their  fixity,  and  have  attained  the  it  is  probable  (though  the  crystalliia- 

nearest  to  that  state  to  which  all  tend,  lion  of  the  drop  of  water  indicates  other- 

namely,    the   noblest    metals,    guld,  wise),    that    this    solidification    com- 

silver,  &c.    Light,  heal,  and  electricity,  menced  on  the  surface  of  the  tiqnid 

it  must  also  be  remembered,   are  not  sphere,  and  proceeded  to  a  thickness  of 

bodies,  any  more  than  seeing,  hearing,  about  170  miles  towards  its  centre.    In 

and  feeling,  are  organic  tissues,  but  the  interior  of  the  hollow  sphere  the 

"  the  original  vital  and  sensual  energies  molten  fluid  state  is  still  preserved,  as 

of  the  ether  moved  by  the  divine  idea  it  probably  is  also  in  parts  of  the  earth's 

and  differencing  itself.    The  ether  sees  walls ;   a  condition   again  comparable 

and  illuminates,  it   feels   and   warms,  wilh  that  of  the  egg,  for  as  in  that  we 

it    polarises    and  is   electrical :"    and  see  currents  of  fluid  blood  remaiaing 

fnnn  it,  light,  beat,  and  electricity,  are  in  the  substance  of  the  germinal  raem- 

derived   to  all  bodies   as   energies  in  brane  as  it  developes  itself,  and  its  sur- 

which  the  life  of  all  matter  manifests  face  becomes  denser,  so  in  the  walls  of 

itself.  long-extinguished  volcanos  there   are 

The  first  appearance  of  our  earth,  constantly  volcanic  heats  and  dcFelop- 

then,  may  be  conceived  to  have  been  in  ment  of  gases.     With  the  gradual  cool- 

the  form  of  a  nebular  sphere  of  ether  ing  and  suHdification  of  metals  oxydi^d 

condensedintogasand  vapour,rotating  by   combustion  so   as  to  form  quarli 

en  itself  andaroand  thesun,anddiver-  and   lime,   ulumina,   Hic.   was   formed 

sifying    itself.    From   this    enormous  that  shell  of  the  earth  which,  as  it  con- 
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fttilutes  the  deepest  basis  of  all  known  water,  as  the  concipients,  and  the  solar 
kinds  of  rocks,  is    named   primitiTe  fiery  influx  as  the  generanti  myriads  of 
granite;  but, coincidently  witn this, we  new  and  hiffher  individuals  began  to 
may  suppose  was  the  precipitation  of  be  developea,  and  a  marvellous  world 
the  cooled  watery  vapour  of^the  atmo-  of  organic  forms  came  forth ;  and  then 
sphere  into  the  depressions  on  the  shell,  there  was  a  fifth  period,  in  which  rest 
60  as  to  form  a  primitive  sea ;  and  with  prevailed  over  the  former  storms, 
this  separation  of  water   and    earth  It  is  difficult,  indeed,  to  imagine  how 
would  close  the  third  period  of  creation,  the  larger  plants  and  animals  could  be 
But  the  tendency  which  there  is  in  formed  from  elements,  but  it  must  be 
parts  to  follow  the  type  of  the  whole  remembered  that  the  first  beginning  of 
which  they  compose,  would  engender  each  of  these  is  but  a  microscopic  infu- 
the    formation   of   numerous    hollow  sorial  vesicle,  and  that  therefore  for 
spheres  by  eases  and  vapours  heaving  these,  as  for  all  other  beings,  the  only 
up  parts  of  the  earth's  snrface  as  it  difficulty  is  the  conceiving  of  the  ele- 
cooled;  and  these  huge  bubbles,  when  mentarv  generation  of  this  vesicle.    We 
they  opened  and  collapsed,  would  leave  may  observe,  too,  that  the  stage  in 
enormous  basins,  in  which  the  first  which  each  organism  exhibits  its  power 
collections  of  the  waters  of  the  primi-  of  generating  new  ones,  is  just  that 
tive  sea  would  settle.    And  then,  as  all  which  immediately  follows  the  attain* 
these  actions  still  went  on,  new  precipi-  mei^t  of  its  own  complete  development ; 
tates    would   fall   from   the   ethenal  and  is  it  probable  that  the  life  of  the 
nebula  of  the   planet's  atmosphere;  earth  is  an  exception  to  this  rule,  rest- 
masses  of  metallic  earths  would  be  ing  as  it  does  on  the  very  foundation- 
dissolved  in  the  sea,  and,  by  the  myriads  laws  of  oiganic  life  ?    When  the  ele- 
of  the  lowest  forms  of  animal  life  about  ments  first  settled  from  their  strife, 
this  time  produced,  there  would  be  must  there  not  have  ensued,  under  the 
engendered   enormous    quantities    of  exciting  influence  of  the   animating, 
lime  ^for  lime  is  alwa^^s  formed  in  in-  polar,   and   even    polarity-generating 
cubation) ;  and  thus  with  fresh  storms  force  of  the  sun,  a  higher  and  more 
and  liftings  up,  and  burstings  of  the  significant  generation  (u  living  bein^ 
granite,  there  would  be  great  depo-  than  are  produced  from  them  in  their 
jsitions  of  lime,  which,  burnt  b^  the  later  age  P 

volcanic  beat,  would  form  the  pnn^ary  It  is  most  probable  that  the  earth 

limestones,  while  from  fresh  meltings  passed  through  its  earlier  stages  of  de- 

of  the  granite  there  might  result,  after  velopment  far  morerapidly  than  through 

the  manner  of  lavas,  the  later  forms  of  the  later;   and  just  as  in  the  organic 

granite  and  of  quartz.    Now,  too,  as  beings  which  we  can  inspect,  we  find 

the  watery  vapours  and  the  atmosphere  that  the  metamorphoses  passed  through 

gradually  cleared,  the  light  of  the  sun  are   greater   the   nearer   they  are  to 

and  of  the  wide  firmament  would  break  the  original  production,  so  it  seems  to 

in  upon  the  planet,  enlivening  and  ani-  have  been  with  the  earth,  in  which  the 

mating  ita  surfiice;    an  epoch  which  earlier  changes  were  not  only  more 

may  be  regarded  as  the  conclusion  of  rapid,  but  more  striking  than  the  later. 

the  fourth  period  of  earth's  develop-  Aner  the  production  of  animal  life,  and 

menty  or  of  a  fourth  day  of  creation.  during  what  may  be  called  the  sixth 

Just  as  in  the  seed  or  the  egg  the  periodof  the  creation  of  the  earth,  it  is 

shell  bursts  when  the  young  one  has  probable  that  the  changes  it  underwent 

attained  its  full  development,  and  as  were  produced  partly  by  its  inhabitants, 

then  first  the  new-bom  creature  opens  and  partly  by  the  atmosphere  and  the 

its  organs  to  the  lieht,  and  enters  into  water  precipitated  upon  it.    If,  in  the 

free  and  self-dependent  intercourse  with  present  day,  we  see  a  constant  mutual 

the  universe,  so  did  the  young  earth  play  between  the  air  and  the  earth, 

appear  through  the  bursting  envelope  a  constant  precipitation  upon  its  sur- 

of  nebula,  and  now  for  the  first  time  face  of  water  from  the  higher  regions 

did  the  sun's  rays,  and  the  light  from  of  the  atmosphere,  and  a  constant  ab- 

thousands  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  act  sorption  of  watery  vapours  by  the  moun- 

immediately  upon  the  new-born  planet,  tains ;   if  we  see  a  fine  dust  depositing 

The  result  was  the  excitement  of  a  new  itself  upon  the  highest  rocks  from  what 

individual  life;  and  from  air,  earth,  and  appears  to  be  the  purest  air,  and  me- 
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teoric  s(onn  UKa^  all  ■Kreanng  the  ontbb 

volume  of  the  earth ;   aad  if,  in  the    „  _., 

be]ierUi^tbenrthi>.hoUDwvbeie,     PATUOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
we  nw^  reaaoosUy  tamu^a  Unt  the  OVARIAN  DISEASES ; 

pradneti*e  etha  witfaiB  il  ia  wima  cMi- 
ttantly  addh^  to  ita  m 


at  once  yatxin  that  m  toe 
periodiof  the  life  of  av  pbnef 


conaideraUe  denMitian  oT  the 
Tspotin  would  oe  goii^  oa, 
time*  by  gradol  additun,  a. 
by  migfalyrcTololioiia,  would  conalMilly  Tai  tmrgieml  treMtwitnt  applicable  U 
■ngmeiit  ita  maaa.  When  a  world  of  the  peRaanent  core  of  OTanan  dismc 
planta  and  animala  bad  Cor  a  long  tinie  nmama  now  to  be  consideKd.  Nothing 
aniinateii  the  ortb'*  coitec,  atid,  by  can  be  further  from  my  wiah  than  to 
th*  additioti  of  Ibcir  calearnoa  and  go  oot  of  myownprorinceandlrespaM 
carfaonaceotB  depoaifa,  bad  iaet^ued  npon  Ihatof  Ihcanrgicalmemberaofmy 
ita  siae,  new  empciowa  aad  be*»iai{i  op  pntfeaaioii,  who  must  neceaaarily  be 
of  the  (orbce,  new  ebai^ca  of  the  hmk  competent  than  myaelf  to  draw 
earthy  prodoeta,  wootd  enaofc  Atlhia  joatccHiehiaiona  on  Ihe  sobject.  Iihall 
petiod,  aba,  it  ia  Ukdr  anlfipDa  of  aimply  eoatentmyielfwithsachabrief 
■nrine  eiealvea  would  die  by  the  &•  iketch  of  the  proepecta  held  out  by 
TelopneDt  of  new  Betallie  •abataneea  aargical  treatmeDt  aa  may  eoabte  the 
in  the  llaoda,  and,  Hnking  to  their  bat-  pbyaician  to  estioiaU  in  some  degree 
torn,  might  be  again  i»i»ed  *p  in  rocb.  all  the  chances  which  may  be  afforded 
Sometimea,  alM,  the  waten,  bend  to  hi*  patient  by  meam  of  ait.  With 
from  their  bedi,  would  abcaaa  over  tbc  thia  view,  aUo,  I  have,  to  the  best  oF 
land,  boryiDg  together  fanala  and  aoi.  mv  ability,  conatructed  a  atatistical 
mak ;  and  all  ibcae  thM^,  nerbapa,  table  of  the  multa  of  operalioDa  for 
went  on  throDgb  a  aerie*  of  ynua,  extirpaioii  of  the  ovuiea :  if  thia  table 
Ihroogh  the  BOOK  Taried  eyclea  of  awrm  ahould  be  found  by  surgeona  incoio- 
and  reat,  till  at  bat  a  freah  clearing  np  plete  for  all  the  purposes  to  which  it 
of  the  atm^phcTE — by  ihts  tine  pro-  might  have  been  rendered  applicable, 
bably  again  ofaaeared  'bythe«ld  conMl-  my  only  apology  can  be  that  it  wai 
like  ncbol3 — took  pfve ;  apoa  ibe  en-  fterer  intended  to  do  more  than  lo 
livening  b^t  of  the  ton,  and  of  the  aSnd  a  rough  eatimate  of  the  value  of 
firmament,  fEtt  on  ibe  Iranqoil  earth,  thiaopenuion.  It  is  ncxttoimposaible 
and  at  the  beginning  of  a  aeventh  that  phyaiciana,  or  other  practitioiten 
fcr^ative  period  at  it*  bfe  new  gene-  who  do  not  handle  the  knife,  ahould 
raiiona  of  |rfants  and  animala  come  reoiain  perfectly  nentral ;  it  ia  aimply 
forth.  At  the  length  appeared  the  my  wish,  iherefore,  to  afford  them  some 
Micaoco«if,  Ml'v,  placed  by  a  higher,  data  on  which,  combined  with  taet  and 
finer,  and  more  central  ofgaii lotion,  at  practical  experience,  they  may  affiird 
the  bead  of  all  terrestt^  organiams;  opiniotia  justly  entitled  lo  the  weiffltt 
Mil,  »im«>  juMM-intiMiM  w»«  Jf«jBj.j  wiilcb  may  be  attached  to  them  hy  Uie 
to  reflect  a  ray  of  divine  hght,  inat  aa    patimt. 

the  (Oil's  image  is  thrown  hull  Emm  Two  surgical  means  have  been  pro- 
tbe  ciystal  cleameaa  of  the  pme  dntp.  posed  for  tne  cure  of  ovarian  '<"^aae ; 
And  aa  the  eldest  tradition  of  tlx  the  one  consiala  in  the  introduction  of 
earth's  creation  aaeribes  nx  days  to  foreign  bodies  within  the  cyst  to  pro- 
work,  and  gives  the  seventh  for  rest,  dace  a  core  by  means  of  innamtn&tiaTi, 
■o  science  indicates  that  the  period  ex-  aupporatioa,  &c,,  the  other  in  the  CDtiic 
tending  from  the  last-mentioned  to  our  removal  of  the  tnmor. 
own  day  haa  been  one  of  eonaiant  com-  Theformer intention  has beenefieeted 
paraiive  tranquillity.  by  mcana  of  varioua  injections  in   tbc 

■natance  of   the   more  fluid    tomora, 
thrown  in  aftei  the  removal   of   tbeii 
^^  contcnta,  much  as  in  the  treatmetit  of 

hydrocele.    In  the  less  fluid  tumors, 
the  MOW  purpose  haa  been  eficctod  hy 
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more  freely  laying  open  the  tumor,  by  ists  with  regard  to  the  propriety  of  this 

leaving  the  trochar  in  the  wound,  or  by  operation ;  and  if  the  Question  were  at 

introducing  a  bougie,  strip  of  lint,  or  once  to  be  settled  on  tne  mere  autho- 

some  other  foreign  body.  ritv  of  oi»inion,  the  decision  would  pro* 

The  results  of  this  practice  seem  to  bably  be  in  the  negative, —a  large,  per<> 

have  been  of  four  kinds :    death— no  baps  the  greater,  proportion  or  those 

improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  whose  authority  stands  deservedly  high 

case — temoorar^  retardation  of  the  pro-  in  public  estimation,  being  opposed  to 

gress  of  tne  disease — and  permanent  it.    Such  decision,   however,  neither 

cure.     So  &r  as  I  can  learn  from  a  can  be  or  ought  to  be  final ;  like  other 

reference  to  published  cases,  the  mor-  questions  of  a  like  nature   it   must 

tality  of  this  operation  does  not  appear  eventually  be  decided  upon  its  own 

to  be  so  great  as  mi^ht  reasonably  have  merits ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable 

been  expected ;  whilst  in  a  fair  propor-  that  here,  as  in  most  other  instances, 

lion  of  cases  it  has  effected  permanent  truth  will  be  found  to  lie  midway  be- 

cure.    Its  employment  has,  however,  tween  the  opposing  parties,  and  that 

almost   invariably  been  followed   by  whilst  the  one  has  to  retract  its  decided 

serious  constitutional  symptoms,  and  veto,  the  other  also  may  find  the  ap- 

even  in  the  most  successnil  cases  it  plicability  of  the  operation  less  general 

presents  the  great  inconvenience  of  a  than  their  at  present  sanguine  expecta- 

painful  and  tedious  process,  the  con*  tions  had  induced  them  to  expect, 

tents  of  the  tumor  gradually  running  The  responsibility  of  either  party  is 

off  for  months  or  years  by  means  of  an  indeed  momentous ;  for  whilst  it  would 

open  fistulous  sore :    diving  all  this  be  highly  culpable,  on  the  one  side, 

period,  too,  the  patient,  as  well  as  the  rashly  to  vaunt  a  comparatively  useless 

medical  attendant,  are  kept  in  a  painful  operation,  fraught  with  imminent  risk 

state  of  suspense  as  to  what  may  really  to  life,  it  can  Be  regarded  as  no  less 

be  the  ultimate    termination  of  the  culpable,  on  the  other,  to  lend  its  au- 

case.    Without  in  any  degree  antici-  thority  to  the  utter  condemnation  of  a 

pating  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  measure  which  may  tend  to  the  pro- 

the  extirpation  of  ovarian  tumors,  yet  longation  of  life,  and  the  diminution  of 

the  comparative  rapidity  of  the  cure,  human  misery. 

and  the  speedy  comfort  thus  derived  Abdominal  surgery  has  of  late  years 
from  the  entire  removal  of  so  cumbrous  made  great  advances,  and  the  practica- 
a  growth,  may  well  entitle  this  mode  bility  of  operations  must  now  rest,  not 
of  proceeding  to  a  decided  preference  upon  suppositions  of  what  may  be  the 
over  the  other ;  that  is,  in  the  com*  ease,  but  upon  facts,  what  is  the  case. 
parison  of  successful  cases  of  either  It  is  in  vain  in  the  present  day  to  say, 
kind :  nor,  indeed,  would  these  advan-  '^  how  can  the  abdominal  parietes  be 
tages  be  dearly  bought  at  the  expense  laid  open  to  the  extent  of  from  nine  to 
of  some  little  increase  of  temporary  fifteen  inches^  the  delicate  viscera 
pain,  and  slightlv  greater  risk  to  life,  therein  exposed  to  the  air,  and  the  pa- 
tbe  latter  of  whicn  conditions,  however,  ^ifnt  live  ?"  This  matter  is  decided ; 
there  appears  no  reason  to  believe  is  in  there  are  the  facts  before  us.  Believe 
reality  the  case.  them  we  must,  in  spite  of  their  discord- 
If  such  comparison  be  just,  the  opera-  ance  with  our  preconceived  notionp. 
tion  of  extraction  should  therefore  This,  however,  is  but  one  step  gained, 
banish  the  former  proceeding  from  Before  arriving  at  any  approximation 
practice.  even  at  a  just  conclusion,  the  risks  and 
The  removal  of  ovarian  tumors  by  advantages  of  the  operation  must  be 
incision  through  the  abdominal  pa-  carefully  balanced  against  the  risks 
rietes,  an  operation  occasionally  re-  and  disadvantages  of  me  disease.  The 
sorted  to  some  thirbr  years  ago,  has  probable  results  of  the  operation  must 
only  within  the  last  few  years  Men  ad-  be  weighed  against  the  probable  results 
vocated  by  any  considerable  number  of  of  the  disease,  left  to  nature,  or  com- 
practitioners.  If  not  the  originators  bated  by  other  means.  The  general  as 
of  the  operation,  British  surgeons  at  well  as  the  especial  obstacles  to  the 
least  deserve  the  merit  ai  having  placed  performance  and  success  of  the  opera- 
it  upon  anything  like  a  sure  founda-  tion  must  becarefuUy  considered,  as  also 
tion.  its  proportionate  applicability  to  parti- 
Great  difference  of  opinion  still  ex-  cular  forms  or  cases. 
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I  shiill  now  take  the  liberty  of  draw-  left  side  of  the  lower  jnw,  which  he 

log  the  reader's  attention  to  toe  follow-  itnted  fir«t  msde  its  appearance  about 

ingstslifitical  table*  of  thereaultaof  74  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  has  been 

operations  for  the  extractioQ  of  ovarian  gndually  incrensing  in  siie.    The  ta- 

tumors.   The  materials  from  which  this  mor  at  the  period  of  his  admission  was 

table   has   been  drawn  up  haie  been  about  the  Kiie  of  an  orange,  of  a  semi- 

chiefly  derived  from  the  Lancet,  Medi-  fluid  consistence,  having  a  portion  of 

cal  Gaiette,  and  Medical  Times ;  they  the  skin  of  an  unhealthy  hue,  from  the 

have  been  also   compared   with   Dr,  disessed    connection    of    the    morbid 

Churchill's  table  in  theDublin  Medical  erowth  with  the  superficial  p.irts.   The 

Journal,  from  which  source  three  oc  face  was  very  much  deformed,  and  the 

four  ca£ea  previously  omitted  by  my-  mouth  so  distorted,   that  it  was  with 

■elf  have  been  copied;  and  for  an  ac-  considerable  difficulty  he  could  manage 

count  of  the  three  operations  by  Mr.  to  take  his  food.      His  general  healtit 

Lane  I  am  indebted  to  that  gentleman  was    tolerably    good,    although    there 

himEelf,  whose  readiness  to  eSbrd  me  seemed  a  tendency  to  chest  complaint, 

every  assistance  and  information,  and  At  a  consultation  held  on  the  cBse,  it 

desire  to  promote  a  strict  scrutiny  into  was  nnanimously  re(»inmended   that 

the  result  of  these  operations,  did  equal  excision  of  the  diseased  part  should  be 

credit  to  the  kindness  of  his  heart  and  performed,  as  the  only  means  holding 

the  soundness  of  his  judgmenL  out  the  prospect  of  relief,  at  the  same 

The  table    has    been  divided  into  time  that  the  disadvantages  for  the  ope- 

three  great  classes.  rator  were  fully  admitted.    The  nature 

1st.  Of  the  cases  in  which  the  ova-  and  extent  of  the  operation  having 

rian  tumor  has  been  removed  by  the  been   explained   to  the  man,    and   he 

large   abdominal   incision,    the   hand  himself  rather  urging  its  adoption,  the 

being  introduced  within  the  peritoneal  operation  was  accordingly  performed  in 

cavity  for  the  purpose  of  separating  ad-  the  following  manner, 

hesions,  passing  ligatures  on  the  pedi-  After  puncturing  the    tumor,    and 

cle,  &c.  evacuating  about  an  ounce  of  glairy 

2dly.  Of  the  cases  in  which  a  small  fluid  mixed  with  pus,  an  incision  was 

incision  has  been  made,  through  which  first  made  from  the  condyloid  process, 

the  cyst  has  been  drawn  (flrst  emptied  down  the  poalerior  border  of  (he  ramus 

of  its  contents,  and  tied  externally);  of  the  jaw,  and  along  the  margin  of  the 

and,  bone  to  the  chin,  the  diseased  portion 

3dlv.  Of  the  cases  in  which  the  re-  of  the  skin  being  included  in  an  ellip- 

movalof  (he  tumor  has  been  attempted,  ticalincision.      An  incision  was  then 

but  abandoned  on   account  of  adhe-  carried  directly  downwards  from  the 

sions,  or  in  which  the  tumor  has  been  angle  of  the  mouth,  to  join  the  other, 

found  to  be  other  than  ovarian,  or  in  The  flaps  being  sufliciendy  dissected 

which  no  tumor  has  been  found  at  all.  from  the  tumor,  and  the  jaw  near  the 

[To  be  eontfitafd,]  symphisis  separated  from  its  counec- 

tions,  so  as  to  allow  the  finger  to  be 

CASE   OF    EXCISION    OF  NEARLY  I»«ed  round  it,  a  groove  about  one- 

nMir  H»ip  on  THP  IJIWFR  '•"■^  '**=  diameter  of  the  bone  was 

ONE.HALF  OP  THE  LOWER  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^,i  ^^^^  ^^^  ((,^j,_   ^^ 

JAW -BONE.  means  of  the  cutting  forceps,  the  jaw 

Bt  S.  CaisBOLu,  M.D.  loiemes*.  was  completelv  divided.     The  cheek 

{Forlk,MtdicatGattlU.)  "as  now  further  dissected  fW>m   the 

tumor  and  bone,  along  the  ramus  ot 

The  operation  in  this  case  was  nndeiv  the  jawto  the  glenoidcavity;  andafter 

taken  under  rather  unfavourable  cir-  depressing  the    bone,    the    temporal 

cnmslances,  the  patient  being  a  man  muscle  was  separated  from  its  connec 

68  years  of  age,  and  having  been  ope-  t»on  «"«  'he  coronoid  process.    This 

rated  upon  for  carcinoma  of  the  lower  step  of  the  operation  was  attended  with 

lip  about  six  years  previously.    Hewas  some  difficulty,  owing  to  the  powerful 

admitted  to  the  Inverness  Infirmary  on  contraction  of  the   temporal  muscle ; 

lhe22dof  June  last,  for  a  tumor  of  the  *"!'  with  the  aid  of  a  sbarp-pomted 

bistoury,  passed  up  under  the  zygo- 

•  Tte  imgth  irf  ihe  Tmble  mvenii  our  tfiiiBj  malic  arch,  and  around  the  coronoid 

™,S!S^-^Gaz°'^''                   ""^  P™**".  the  difficulty  was  overcome. 
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Atid  disarticulation  was  then  easily  larged,  so  that  the  man's  immnnity 
effected.  The  bone  thus  detached  was  from  further  disease  is  very  uncertain  ; 
turned  downwards  and  backwards  on  vet  temporary  relief  has  been  vSMted 
the  neck  ;  and  by  proceedinc;  with  the  by  the  operation,  and  with  him  it 
dissection  carefully,  and  close  along  would  have  been  highly  satisfactory 
the  inner  surface  of  the  bone,  the  ope-  but  for  the  eonttitutional  malady, 
ration  was  completed  with  very  little  which  threatens  a  new  outbreak  of 
loss  of  blood.  The  internal  maxillary  mali^ant  disease.  I  may  remark,  that 
and  other  arteries  of  magnitude  escaped  notwithstandine  the  unfortunate  season 
injury.  The  inferior  maxillary  branch  of  the  year  (Julv),  and  other  adverse 
of  the  internal  maxillary,  the  facia),  circumstances,  the  discharge  after  the 
and  two  other  smaller  vesseb,  were  8e->  operation  was  not  nearly  so  offensive  as 
cured  by  ligature,  and  the  parts  bronght  might  have  been  expected  in  such  a 
together, — the  divided  lipby  the  twisted  case;  and  this,  perhaps,  was  mainly 
suture,  as  for  hare- lip,  and  the  other  owing  to  the  absence  of  a  plug  in  the 
parts  b^  stitches.  A  pledget  of  lint  place  of  the  jaw.  I  must  say,  that  I 
soaked  in  cold  water  was  anplied  ex-  do  not  see  the  necessity  or  advantage 
ternally,  and  the  part  banda^d  np.  of  a  plug  in  those  cases,  although  re- 
There  waano  ping  introduced  in  room  commended  on  such  high  authority  as 
of  the  jaw.  it  is.  In  this  case  it  was  totally  inad- 
Attne  first  dressing  the  parts  looked  missible,  from  the  extent  of  skin  ne- 
well,  and  subsequently  there  was  very  cessarily  cut  out  entirely, 
little  purulent  discharge.  The  whole  On  examining  the  diseased  bone  after 
nnited  by  the  first  intention  where  the  operation,  it  was  found  to  be  af- 
there  was  a  sufiiciency  of  skin ;  but  fectea  with  spina  ventosa,  originating 
from  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  ex-  in  the  cancellated  texture  of  the  bone, 
cisin^  the  diseased  portion  of  skin,  an  which  had  expanded  into  the  size  ta 
openme  of  considerable  size  remained  which  it  attained. 
to  be  filled  up  with  granulations.    The      inverneM,  Sept.  is,  1844. 

lip  part  nnited  by  the  first  intention,  

and  the  pins  were  removed  on  the  fourth  n^ marks  on 

and  fifth  days.     The  granulating  pro-    mR.  PATERSON'S  CASE  OF  UTERINE 
cess  m  the  open  space  was  promoted    "**»•***'*■"* '^'^*^  «%^«.w*-iw*  v/Ax^«wi.^M 

v»rith  the  nitric  acid,  and  sulphate  of  HAEMORRHAGE, 

sine  lotions,  and  continued  to  go  on  — 

favourably ;  but  one  or  two  of  the  cer-  jy,  ^^  jg^,-^^  ^^^^  Medical  Gazette. 

vical  glands,  situated  below  the  sore,  q                                             v 

became  enlarged,  and  the  .granulations  ' 

assumed  a  ratner  unhealthy  aspect.  In  No.  51  (date  September  20)  of  your 
The  man  was  now  (end  of  J  uly)  re-  valuable  journal,  the  report  of  a  case  of 
moved  from  the  hospital,  in  order  to  '*  Accidental  Uterine  Heemorrhage"  is 
have  the  ben^t  of  salubrious  air  and  given,  by  Mr.  Paterson,  of  Glasgow. 
greater  liberty  to  walk  about.  He  As  I  venture  to  differ  from  that 
finally  left  town  for  home  on  the  28th  ^ntleman,  on  the  propriety  of  foUow- 
of  August,  having  his  health  and  mg  in  all  similar  cases  the  same  plan  of 
strength  so  far  restored,  as  to  be  able  treatment  he  adopted,  and  as  the  sub- 
to  undertake  the  journey  of  upwards  of  ject  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
sixty  miles  into  the  higlilands.  At  this  the  accoucheur,  you  will  perhaps  favour 
period  there  remained  a  fistulous  open-  me  by  giving  insertion  to  the  following 
ing^  in  the  situation  of  the  angle  of  the  remarks. 

jaWy  but  it  was  gradually  contracting  -  The  main  features  in  Mr.  Paterson's 

under  the  use  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  report  are  these.  The  patient  was  seized 

lotion ;  and  at  his  own  urgent  request,  with  severe  flooding  in  the  ninth  month 

his  daughter  having  unexpectedly  come  of  precpnancy,  which  continued  with 

for  him,  he  was  permitted  to  go  home,  but  little  interruption  until  deliverv  was 

ivith  a  supply  of  the  lotion.    The  de-  accomplished.    At  an  early  period  (i.  e. 

formity   was   considerably   less   than  on  the  first  vaginal  examination^,  the 

prior  to  the  operation,  and  he  managed  os  uteri  admitted  the  fingers,  and  was 

to  take  spoon  meat  with  facility.    At  "found  toft."  The  vagina  was  plugged, 

the  period  of  .his  departtire  two  of  the  and  the  effect  of   the   tampon  very 

cervical  glands  were  considerably  en-  judiciously  aided  by  external  pressure. 
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An  hour  and  twenty  minutes  elapced,       Without  attempting  to  enter  upon 

during   which   lime   four    twO'drachni  the  "  vesata  questio"  of  the  virtues  of 

doBca  of  Mcale  corantum  were  given,  the  secule  cornulum  in  producing  ute- 

Meanwfaile   an    alanniDz    amount    of  rine  contraction,  with  a  simultui irons 

blood  had  been  lost,  and  ttie  proctrntion  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  it  It  sufBcieni, 

of  the    patient    was    carreBpondingly  I  think,  to  refer  to  the  details  of  (he 

great.    The  oi  uteri  wae  now  found  foregoing  cue  to  prove  that  it  cannot 

moredilated.andthemembrancB, which  be  reliedon.    Twelve  drachma  of  the 

presented,  protruding,  they  were  viih  drug  were  givenin  infu«ioninthe»pace 

tome  dijBKvllg  ruptured.     The  biemor-  of  about  three  hours,  before  npubiive 

rhage,  however,    "tkreaUntd  to    com-  action  was  established,  and  then  not 

tiHue,"  and  the  adminigl ration  of  the  unliliheliquoramoiihadbeeneracuated 

ergot  was  resumed,  as  before.    Afler  more  than  an  hour, 
the  second  dose  labour  pains  set  in,        To  the  most  strenuous  advocate  of 

three  of  which  sufficed  to  expel   the  this  medicine  it  roust  appear  quesiion- 

fostus,  the  placenta,  and  "  a  hatinful  of  able    whether    the     uterus    acted    in 

eoaguU."   The  patient,  though  reduced  obedience  to  the  stimulus  of  the  ergot, 

to  a  state  of  the  most  extreme  ex-  or  whether  it  followed  the  natural  taa-, 

haustion,  survived.  the  impulse  to  contraction  being  given 

The  treatment    relied  on    by   Mr.  by  the  rupture  of  the  tnembranea.    Are 

Pateiaon  for  the  safeir  of  his  patient  in  we,  then,  to  sit  calmly  down,  placing 

this    instance,    treatment    wnicfa    the  implicit  fsith  in  the  powers  of  the 

remit  may  seem  to  justify,  and  whioh,  tampon  to  sultdue  the    hsmorrbage. 

therefore,  he  advocates  in  cases  even  of  kotntetr  alarming,  and  await  hour  oiler 

"  imaeoidubl^'  as  well   as  "  accidenlal  hour,  the  tardy,  and  always  doubtful, 

kamorrkagt,"  however  alEmning,  eon-  efiects  of  the  seeale  comutum  P 
lists  in  the  application  of  the  tampon,        On  the  expediency  of  ruptaring  the 

with  the  addition  of  abdominiJ  com-  membranes    at    the   earliest    poaaibte 

preasion;  in  the  exhibition  of  the  ergot  moment,  in  csscsof  "accidental  iiEmor- 

of  rye  in  large  doses  at  short  intervals ;  rha^,"   there  cannot  be  two  opinions, 

andin  theruptureof  themembranesat  It  is  no  new  fact  that  this  measure  is 

as  early  a  period  as  possible.    The  often  alone  sufficient  to  arrest  terions 

operation   of  "  turning,"    he    would  'flooding ;   but  it  is  certain  also,   that 

Bitogelher  fore^.    Each  of  these  re-  the  more  complete  the  disunion  of  ibe 

medial  means  willafibrdme  opportunity  placenta    from    the  uterua,    the    lest 

for  a  few  observations.  can  we  reckon  on  its  heneficiBl  agency. 

Opinions  are  very  moch  divided  as  to  becauiethe  less  probability  can  there  lie 

the  efficacy  of  the  tampon  in  controlling  that  the  mouths  of  the  bleeding  reswU 

hemorrhage.    Por  my  own  part,  while  will  be  closed  by  the  contraction  of  the 

I  admit  it  to  be  a  valuable  adjunct  to  uterus  on  its  diminished  contents.     All 

oor  other  resources,  I  cannot  believe  the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Paterson'« 

with  Mr.  Paterson.that  wecan  "  arretl  case  went  to  shew  that  the  separation 

immorr/itffe"  by  its  use,  however  firmly  of  the  placenta  was  by  no  means  pa  rtial, 

and  nnifbrmly  the  abdomen  b«  at  the  if,  indeed,  it  were  not  entire ;  the  con- 

•ame  lime  compmsed.    If  the  separa-  sequence  was,  the  operation  failed  of 

tion  of  the  placenta  be  extensive,  and  success,  the  flooding  continued,  and  the 

the  flooding  consequently  severe,  an  position  of  the  patient  became  momeo- 

oonng  of  blood  from  the  open  mouths  tarily  more  and  more  critical.     The 

of  the    ntero-plaeental   vessels    must  rupture  of  the  membranes  must  then  be 

take  place,  its  flow  being  only  dimi-  looked  on  as  an  expedient  by  which, 

Dished,  not  suppressed,  by  the  formation  in  very  manv  instances,  all  danger  may 

of  coagnla  «onse<]uent   upon  the  pre-  be  averted,  but  as  a  step  prtpar-mtorjf 

sence  of  the  plug  in  the  vagina.    That  only  to  the  operation  of  "  turming," 

it  continued  "  intantaUy"  in  Mr.  Pater-  should  the  hs'moiThRge  continue. 
•on'scBKisevidencedby  thc"6Mi'n/iir'        A    few    words   on    the  subject    of 

pf  clots  which  immediately   followed  "mrit0n"wiU  enableme  to  brine  thene 

the    placenta.     Unless,    indeed,    the  remarks  to  a  conclusion.    For  the  old 

vagina  be  Ihorovghlf  fil/edbj  the  tarn-  axiom    touching    "  meddlesome     mid- 

C,  it  is  worse  than  useless,  for  then  it  wifery"  I  have  the  highest  respect,  bnl 

masks  tlu  flooding  which  it  cannot  "  miichittimn"  asitis,  that  practice,  t 

check.  conceive,  is  much  more  culpable  which 
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pertinaciously  adheres  to  doubtful  re-  by  the  poison,  and  here  and  there  a 

roedies,  when  a  patient's  life  is  hanging  blood-vessel  might  be  seen  ramifying, 

on  a  thread,  and  sets  aside  the  only  with  its  contents  similarly  blackenea. 

certain  means  of  rescue,  speedy  delivery  The  tissue    of   the    stomach  was   so 

by  turning.    If  after  the  rupture  of  the  softened  and  disorganized  that  it  could 

membranes  the    contractions   of   the  scarcely  be  handled  without  tearing ; 

uterus  are  not  so  prompt  and  so  effec-  indeed,  at  the  cardiac  end  it  was  reduced 

tive  as  to  quiet  all  apprehension,  version  to  a  pulpy  or  gelatinous  consistence, 

is  as  imperatively  called  for  as  in  cases  and  had  numerous  perforations  in  con- 

of  placenta  prsevia.    If,  as  Mr.  Pater-  sequence. 

son  assumes,  it  be  not  a  rule  universally  The  contents,  which  had  been  saved 
admitted  to '' /i</*?i"  in  placental  presen-  in  a  tumbler,  amounted  to  about  six 
tations,  it  is  at  least  so  general  as  to  ounces  in  quantity;  the  fluid  was  of  a  dark 
need  no  justification  from  me,  for  it  colour,  like  porter,  and  contained  vcrv 
would  be  almost  equally  judicious  to  little  solid  matter ;  it  was  strongly  acid, 
trust  entirely  to  nature,  because  the  and,  on  being  tested,  was  found  to  con- 
placenta  has  occasionally  been  thrown  tain  about  tnree  drachms  of  oxalic 
off  first,  and  the  patient  survived,  as  to  acid. 

expect  that  in  an  arm  presentation  the        Remarxs.— It  has  been  doubted  by 
position  would  be  naturally  rectified,  or  some  authorities  whether  oxalic  acid 
spontaneous  evolution  take  place.  has  any  corrosive  action  on  the  stomach. 
Your  obedient  servant.  Dr.  Christison,  I  think,  only  mentions 
William  Andrews  ,  M.D.  one  case  in  which  he  found  tne  stomach 
%  SoUblk  Placet  P^l  Mall,  perforated  after  its   exhibition  ;    and 
Oct.  1, 1S44. Mr.  Taylor  remarks  that  in  his  experi- 
ments on  animals,  and  from  some  few 
DR.  LETHEBY'S  CASE  OF  POISON-  observations  on  the  human  subject,  he 
ING  WITH  OXALIC  ACID.  has  found  nothing  to  bear  out  the  view 
__  that  perforation  is  a  common  effect  of 

^'^>  softening   and   perforation  may  take 

I  AM  disposed  to  think  that  the  follow-  place,  and  in  a  medico-legal  inquiry  it 

ing  case  presents  peculiarities  which  js  proper  and  important  to  bear  the  fact 

may  give  it  an  interest  to  some  of  your  ^^  mind. 

readers.    I  therefore  place  it  at  your  

dis(x>sa],  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  NOTICE 

Yours,  &C.  &C.  OFTHB 

W.  Letheby,  M.D.  CRYSTALLINE    FORM    OF 

la,  Tredfigrar  Sq«ju«,  Oct.  7, 1844.  CARBONATE, 

An  unmarried  femalej  named  Re-  akd  discovkry  or  the 

becca  Pentland,  aged  22,  of  previously  OXALATE  OF  LIME  IN  THE  URINE 
good  health,  had,  on  Saturday,  Sept.  qF  HERBIVORA. 

28th,  a  quarrel  with  her  lover  respect-  _ 

ing  another  of  his  mistresses,  and,  in  ^^  ^*-  Golding  Bird, 

a  fit  of  jealousy,  after  he  had  left  her,  AMwtont-Phy«id«ii  to  Guy's  Hospital, 

she  took  oxalic  acid,  and  destroyed  her-  (For  the  Medical  Gazede.J 

self  r  she  was  found,  on  the  following  

morning,  dead  in  her  room.    My  friend  The  study  of  the  healthy  and  patho- 

Mr.  Garrett  was  sent  for,  who  made  a  logical  conditions  of  the  urine  of  the 

post-mortem  examination  of  the  body —  lower    animals,    especially   of    those 

removing  the  stomach  and  its  contents,  which  are  exclusively  herbivorous  or 

although  he  had    great  difUculty  in  carnivorous,  promises  to  throw  much 

so  doing  from  the  corroded  and  softened  light  upon  the  nature  and  treatment  of 

condition  of  that  organ.  analogous  changes  occurring  in  the 

These  he  brought  me  to  examine,  renal  secretion  of  omnivorous    man. 

The  stomHch  was  very  much  blanched,  Although  it  is  a  difficult  task  to  pro- 

except  in  two  or  three  places,  where  cure  the  urine  of  the  carnivora,  yet 

there  were  small  black  spots,  as   if  from  the  ordinary  domesticated  her- 

Llood  had  been  effused  and  acted  upon  bivora  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 

880.— XXXV.  E 
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collecting  the  aecretion  in  abundance,  few    hcxira    became    nctuoJlj  full    of 

1  venture  to  ninke  these  remnrks  in  beautiful  ciyslalline  masses  of  AiWiirir 

the  hope  that  some  of  oar  professors  of  acid,  which  required  nuuij  washings 

Teterinarj  medicine  mar  1m  induced  to  with   water,   and   one  crystsUizaiion 

tnni  their  attention  to  this  subject ;  for  from  dilute  alcohol,  to  become  nearly 

a  chemical  and  microscopic  examinH-  white. 

lion  of  the  urine  of  the  horse  or  the  ox  The  deposit  was  washed  with  water 

alonepromisestoafTordrouchiniportant  until  it  lost  nearly  all   odour,  and  a 

information  on  lome  points  of  humoral  portion  wns  submitled  to  microscopic 

pathology.    I  kiiow  of  no  mode  so  eKamiiiution.    The  great  mass  consisted 

likely  to  obtain  a  sHlianctory  answer  of  inyriadg  of  round  transparent  bodies, 

to  the  mueh-liligated  (juestion  of  the  gritty  to  the  touch,  and  resembled  com- 

palholoeical  relation  existing  between  pletely  spheres  of  glass.     These  were 

urea  ana  uric  acid,  as  the  stndy  of  the  very  difficult  objects  to  define,  whether 

urine  of  healthy  herbivorous  animals,  by  refracted  or  reflected  light,  on  ac- 

...              .  ..       ,  .,.,.,..       <1.  ^j   ^^   ^ 

„,    .  ,                        -     When 

I'ell    known,   that  a  low   amount  of  allowed  to  dry,  these  bodies  retained 

oxygenation  going  on  in  the  system  their  transpareucy,  ^On  the  adaition 

causes  uric  acid  done  to  result  from  of  a  drop  of  acetic  acid  they  dissolved 

the  desiruciive  metamorphosis  of  tis-  with  violent  eflervescence,  and  con- 

Rues,  whilst,  if  an  ample  supply  of  sisted,  indeed,  of  carbonate  of  lime, 

oxygen  occurs,  the  acid  is  wholly  or  When  the  spheres  of  carbonate  of  lime 

partly   converted   into   urea  j    oxalic  were  immersed  in  Canada,  bilsatn  be- 

Rcid  being  regarded  aa  a  morbid  pro-  tween   ttiin   plates  of  glass,  they  ex- 

duci,  the  result  of  an  access  of  oxygen  hibited  a  beautiful  structure,  which 

insufTicienI   to   change    the    uric  acid  was  not  previously  visible,  each  being 

into  urea;    being  a  sort  of  transition  made  up  of  minute  needles  radmting 

Hiagefromlheformerto  thelatter.  Urea  fromacommon  centre,  like  some  zeo- 

exists  in  the  urine  of  the  horse  with  an  lites — a  form  peculiarly  interesting,  in 

abundnnce  of  hippuric  acid,  but  no  uric  relation  to  the  analogous  acicular  striic- 

Rcid.     I  am  not  aware  that  oxalic  acid  tare   of   the    dumb-bell   oxalate,   dis- 

had  been  detected,  prior  to  my  noticing  covered,  three  years  ago,  by  myself  in 

the  fact  which  tbrms  the  chief  sutgect  human    urine.      On   examining    the 

of  this  communication.    It  would  be  spheres  of  carbonate  in  the  balsam 

very  interesting  to  ascertain  whether,  with  polarited  light,  they  presented 

in  a  horse  hardly  worked  and  kept  the  same  exquisitely-beautiful  pheno- 

without  food  for  a  few  hours,  as  a  mena  which  are  exhibited  by  the  crya- 

quickly-driven    post-horse,    uric    acid  tolline  lenses  of  fishes,  each  shewing  a 

ever  appeared,  or  oxalic  acid  became  set  of  beautifully-coloured  rings,  trs- 

increased  in  quantity.    The  microsco-  versed    with    a   black  cross.     These 

pic  examination  of  the  urine  of  the  formed  altogether  the  most  interesting 

lower  animals  will,  in  a  pathological  objects  for  tne  microscope  I  have  ever 

sense,  be,  as  in  the  human  subject,  of  met  with. 

greater  or  at  least  equal  importance  The  spheres  of    carbonate    varied 

with  the  chemical  examination.  greatly   m   size,   ranging    from    mere 

A  short  time  ago,  1  had  some  urine  points  up  to  g^th  inch  in  diameter, 

collected  from  a  horse  which  had  re-  1  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  in  the 

mained  in  the  stable  unworked  all  day.  deposit  from   this   urine  an  abundance 

I  desired  my  ^room  to  collect  it  in  a  ofoctahedral  crystals  of  oxalate  of  hme, 

large  cytindncal  glhsa  vessel,  and  take  far  exceeding  in  size  any  1  have  ever 


This  urine  was  yellowish-brown,  ill-  them  with  advantage,  the  deposit  from 

most  syrupy  in  contjistecce.hadaEtrong  the  horse's  urine  should  be  m^ted  in 

smell  of  the  stable,  and  was  alkaline  to  acetic  acid,  by  which  the  spheres  of 

red  litmus-paper.     It  was  turbid  from  carbonate,   and  a  few  prisms  of  triple 

the  diffusion  of  a  powder  which,  by  phosphate,  are  dii^solved.    On  adding 

repose,   subsided    as   a   fawn-coloured  boiling  water   to  the   solution,  a  cry s- 

copioiis  deposit.    The  urine  being  de-  talline    deposit    of    oxalate    of    lime 

canted  and  mixed  with  hydrochloric  collects  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel, 

acid,  effervesced  violently,  and  in  a  This  connists  of  crystals  of  tha  same 


DR.  MARX'S  SURVEY.                               ,                51 

perfectly  octahedral  form  as  those  met  very  usefal  instrument,  and  make  it  a 

with  in  the  human  suhject ;  consisting  rule  to  treat  subjects  of  the  kind  with 

of  four-sided  pyramids  placed  base  to  special  accuracy,  you  will  I  trust  be 

base.  disposed  to  pardon  my  present  impor- 

Some  few  of  these  crystals  presented  tunity. 

a  form  1  have  never  before  seen,  being  True,-  your  country  possesses  Father 

short  four-sided  prisms  having  each  ex-  Mathew,  who,  by  the  influence  of  his 

tremity  surrounded  by  a   tetrahedral  word,  and,  as  it  appeavB,  by  the  distri* 

pyramid.  bution  of  his  medals,  has  accomplished 

The  oxalate  of  lime  in  the  horse^pre-  so  much  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  needed 

sents  a  light-amber  colour,  whereas  in  no  other  instrument  than  his  own  pure 

man  the  separate  crystals  are  in  variably  intentions;  probably  a  good  end  may 

colourless  ;    the     largest    I   observed  be  attained  in  other  places  too  by  these 

g>8se88ed  a  magnitude  of  <t^  inch,  same  means.  A  strikingly  obvious  proof 
n  pressing  them  between  plates  of  acts  most  powerfully  on  the  masses; 
glass  they  readily  split  into  smaller  and  and  who  knows  better  than  yourself, 
tolerably  regular  octahedral  fragments,  that  the  aphoristic  sayings  of  the  school 
They  could  only  be  preserved  dry  for  of  Salernum  have  done  more  service 
examination,  for  in  balsam  they  became  than  all  the  jest  of  the  detailed  and 
nearly  invisible.  elaborate  works  written  on  hygiene  ? 
What  is  the  source  of  this  oxalate  ?  There  are  two  things  which  1  highly 
Is  it,  as  in  man,  a  result  of  mal-assimi-  prize  in  you,  and  which  suflice  to  beget 
lation  of  ingesta,  or  of  the  efTete  ele-  confidence  both  in  your  character  and 
ments  of  tissues?  Can  it  be  traced  in  your  iudgment,  namely,  your  decided 
alone  to  rumex  acetosa  which  abounds  aversion'  to  personal  cusputes  *,  and 
in  most  hay  P  These  are  Questions  of  your  trul^  just  and  rational  commen- 
im{)ortance,  not  only  from  their  physio-  dation  of  water- drinkingf.  To  the  in- 
logical  interest,  but  from  the  bearing  cidental  remark,  that  fasting  contri- 
they  may  possibly  have  upon  the  treat-  butes  to  cheerfulness,  I  no  less  willingly 
ment  of  oxaluria  in  the  human  subject,  subscribe}. 

Myddelton  Square,  October  18*4.  ^^^^  0°CC  I   COme  to  express  nay 

sentiments  on  the  subject  of  dietetics, 

my  rules  for  passing  happily  through 

ACESIUS :  ijg,  gjjjjl  consigt  in  a  very  few  propo- 

A  suavBT  OF  THB  ETBicAL  aBLATtoKs  ov  sitious.    Health  I  shoold  consider  as  a 

M EDiciNs.  virtue,  serenity  of  mind  as  a  duty ;  I 

By  C.  F.  H.  Marx,  M.D.  &c.  would  show  that  dis«ist  at  beinp  sick 

'  cannot  be  impressed  too  deeply  on 

{Far  the  London  Medical  GdgetieJ  the  mind  ;    for  sickness,  which  is  the 

[Continued  from  p.  16.]  negation  of  health,  is  not  only  an  ob- 

Tn  nvnone  Pnvv vv  .—  *  Accoojit,  p.  9.    I  beaitily  condemn  nnd  de- 

iO  UEOBGE  ^HETN£,  ^^  ^,  penonal  reflections,  All  mmtickmB  and 

Dnrine   mv    sojourn    in    England  I  unmimicrly  turns,  end  all  fklse  and  unjust  re- 

found    tlie   -Quakers    «,    exceedingly  l^^TcS^^^^^^'^S^^^^  ^ 

obliging,  that   I   have  no  nesitation  in  both  [wrfornianaes,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  in  every 

asking  you,  who  belonged  to  that  re-  «J*njf  that  does  not  strictly  and  barely  relate  to 

spectable  community,  and  exerted  your-  *  ^  *ibid!°p!!  m.    I  firmly  believe,  and  as  mucb 

self  so  much  in  the  cause  of  dietetics*,  convinced  as  l  am  of  any  natural  effect,  that 

who  w«  the  author  of  the  temoerance-  l^^fOl^^'^^^^ :^Z"^j;^^lTlZ\ 

thermometer  here  appendedt.   1  am  ex-  a  diet  of  milk  and' seeds,  with  water^rinkinr 

tremely   curious  to  ascertain   whether  ©n'y.  duly  conUnued,  and  properly  mana«:ecq 

..       .  ^ . i.„«j   .,«:.«  t^    iTia    »u^  with  proper  evacuation,  sir,  and  exercise,  w  the 

the  inventor  lived  pnor  to    1743,  the  nio*t  mfiuible  antidote  for  aU  the  obstinitedis- 

year  in  which  you  died,  or  at  a  later  eases  of  the  body,  and  distemperatures  of  the 

period,  and  you  first  heard  of  it  in  that  ^^^^Vfrt^^^^Z^^  ^ti^t^ 

place  where  there  is  neither  summers  cure  every  disease  in  tbeWy,  curable,  and  wiU 

heat  nor  winter's  cold.     As  I  have  some  render  the  distemperature  of  tlie  mind  more 

4.u^.-.»v.f.  ^f  «>t^*in»  o  fiioati'aA  rkt%  fViia  tracUWe ;  and  that,  at  all  evenU,  it  will  make 

thoughts  Of  writing  a  treatise  on  tftlS  ^^^^  ^^^  tolerable  than  they  can  possibly  be 

— — __— _-^— — ^— _^.^__  otherwise. 

*  Dr.  Cheyne's  account  of  himself  and  of  his  t  Ibid.  p.  M.    The  times  of  abstinence  is  one 

writinn.    London,  1743-8.  reason  of  the  cbeerMlness  or  serenity  of  some 

t  See  scale,  bottom  of  next  page.  Roman  Catholic  and  aoathern  countries. 
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le to,butabe]yingof,deslmy.  The 
re  andi  *  I  would  propose  as  a 
iral  form  of  salutation, 
e  not  uneasy,  most  honoured  doctor, 
1  shall  reijuire  too  much;  1  well 
W,  it  is  e&aier  to  a«k  questions  than 
Dswer  them,  easier  to  give  precepts 
I  tu  follow  tiiem.  To  recommend 
perancc  to  the  maiden  in  the  dance, 
le  young  man  at  the  banquet  or  in 
,  to  the  daily  labourer  at  nia  work, 
:  a  vain  and  thankless  office ;  to 


udvisc  the  im^isoncd  captive  to  lake 
exercise  in  the  open  air  would  appear 
like  mockery. 

I  am  free  to  acknowledge  that  rigor- 
admonition  and  prohibition  is, 
lly  speaking,  c.irned  much  too 
My  endeavour  would  he  conlined 
lo  [iiis :  to  expose  and  proclaim  the 
simplest  meanit ;  to  be  always  serene  in 
mind  ;  to  admit  in  the  body  no  accom- 
plice but  a  friend,  and  if  necessary,  to 
put  life  upon  the  saTcall. 


generally  s 
Far,    Myet 


■  Sapert  amde  ■■  Hor.— £d. 


.     WUeri 

Milk  iDd  Water  I 


TEMPERANCE. 
r   Holth,  Weallb, 
aercDlIr  d(  Minil, 


;    CfderuidFi 

:    Wtne-, 


NiHu-uhment,  wtwu  tiktn  onlj  ■(  U«li, 
■nd  In  moderate  qiunlitiei. 

INTEMPERANCC 


Toddy  ud 

Oroc,  Bnndy 
and  Wder; 

Flip  and  Sbmb ) 

Uriteric  ^ateri 

Gin,  Rom,  and 
Whilky,  In  llw 


DayudNiiht. 


FiKbtlnji 
Lying  i 

ObaonlV) 

Swindling; 


Burglary; 

Murder; 


Treraon  nf  Ihe 
hand!  in  t: 
Homing  1 


Sore  and  ivelled 

Heluicboly ; 


iDping; 
iny  Bay ; 
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It  must  be  candidly  confessed,  that  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

most  persons  are    unhappy,    because 

they  are  afraid  of  the  possibility  of  Fridat/,  October  il,\Si4, 

mishap ;  they  struggle  too  little  against  

it    thev   take  whatever  occurs   in  too  "  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dijniitatctii 

'e             1  i»  ^  i;.«v.f    on /I   1/vJf    nnf  at  -4r«#  Merfifte  tueri;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in 

unfavourable  a  light,  and  look  not  at  d„blicum  sit,  dicendipericulumnon  recuse." 

the  good  Bide  of  the  tnmg.  Cicero. 

The  full  and  complete  idea  of  Fortune  

seems  to  those  palpitating  with  anxiety  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  BILL, 

so  uncertain  and  so  suspicious,  that  they  kddgation  clauses,   restrictions    on 

beg  it  may  not  be  called  up.     They  re-  ,j,j,g  granting  of  degrees,  the  degree 

fleet  not  that  Fortune  •  aids  the  brave ;  of  bachelor  of  medicine. 

bv  Fortune  I  understand  self-confidence  _       __.     ,            .    .      ,.,,           .,  ^ 

accompanied  with   prudence.     Com-  The  19th  clause  of  the  bill  provides 

plaints  attend  almost  every  occurrence,  that    the   several    Colleges,    viz.    the 

People  laugh  at  the  flagellators  who  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 

mangle  their  bodies  on  the  tombs,  and  England,  those  of  Scotland  and  those 

weep  at  the  ^^^f  "/^^f  f  ""^"^^^^^^^^^  of  Ireland,  shall  from  time  to  time,  and 
the  graves  of  times  gone  by.    As  beg-  .     ■,.    .u   ri         -i    ru    uu 
gars  hawk  their  sores  in  begging,  so  when  required  by  the  Council  of  Health 
do  they  draw  consolation  from  their  and  Education,  prepare  and  lay  before 
inward  wretchedness.  the  said  Council  a  scheme  or  schemes 
But  aid  is  to  be  sought  in  quite^^  of  study,  and  particulars  of  the  exami- 
diflTerent  quarter.   Let  every  man  strive  .           ,              .,         i    i_      n 
to  be  master  in  his  own  house,  that  is,  nation  to  be  gone  through  by  all  per- 
in  his  own  person ;  let  him  never  cry  sons  applying  to  such  Colleges  respec- 
back,    as    sportsmen    say— -never    be  tively  for  letters  testimonial  as  phy- 
cast  down.    Let  serenity  of  mind  be  ^^  licentiate    in 
sought  in  intercourse  with  universal  »              o       »           j    *  ^u    r 
nature,  with  man  and   with  booksf;  medicine  and  surgery,  and  of  the  fees 
and   the    purest   enjoyment   be    pre-  to  be  taken  for  examination  and  ad- 
served   as    a   grain  of  seed,   that  it  mission  into  the  said  several  Colleges 
may  spring  up  in  days  of  tribulation,  respectively ;  and  the  said  Council  shall 
The  saying  that  man's  fate  is  his  sto-  ^^           -^  '                        .•      *  *• 
mach,  is  perfectly  true:    good  race-  be  empowered  to  make  from  time  to  time 
horses  take  but  little  food.    The  "death  such  changes  in  any  of  the  schemes  so 
in  the  pot"  hes  not  in  the  substance  of  laid  before  them  as  to  the  said  Council 

fuTnNi\SnU :  whoeT hrthi  ^^^^^  seen,  expedient,    and  the  said 

pot  filled  with  dumplings,    &c.  &c.,  Council  shall  endeavour  to  procure,  as 

should  not  wonder  if  his  heart  also  far  as  is  practicable  and  convenient, 

become  too  full  in  time.  that  the  qualifications  and  fees  for  the 

Physicians  should  not  weary  of  giv-  ^^^  testimonials    shall    be    uniform, 

XS!' Byt  dofn^thre-n!  accordingto  the  nature  thereof  through- 

tially   assist  in    the  goodly   work  of  out  the  said  united  kingdom, 

strengthening  life  in  its  fundamental  This  clause  obviously  contains  the 

conditions,-- which  is  tantamount  to  elements  of  much  good.    The  Council 

prog^^g^^ of  Health  must  necessarily  be  composed 

[«  Audacet  Fwtnna  ;ii»ff/.— Ed.]  of  the  most  distinguished  men  in  the 

.,i,[iTrTh/idertbS"p)SSp?ed'"th"'".ui»  profession,  however  they  are  chosen, 

which  is  fonnd  under  some  of  the  portrait!  of  from  whatever  quarter  they  are  chosen, 

Goethe.    Here  it  is  for  our  German  friends:  *  j.    i  -^  • 

Licit  dir  Gestern  klar  und  offen,  and  they  Will  doubtless  feel  it  mcum- 

Kalni'iuchVuflMo^^^^^^^^^  bent  on  them  to  exact  a  respectable 

Das  nicht  minder  gliicklichsei.  extent    of   education,    &c.    from    the 

candidates  of  every  class  and  denomi- 
nation.  We  almost  wish  that  the 
paragraph  which  is  conditional   had 
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c :  itu:  JDitead  of  the  Andrew'!  ?)  have  now  abuidoncd  the 

Mfria;  ta  procare,  aatat  practice  of  lelUngdrgneBin  Uedicioe; 

andcoDTcnient, that  the  thii  claiue  wilt  effectually  prevent  ita 

id  fen  for  the  said  teeli-  ever  being  revived ;  and  in  cimjunctioD 

e  itnifonn,  it  had  been  with  the  16th  claaae,  which  makes  a  fo- 

!ie  Council  should  oh-  reign  degree,  unleaa  obtained  after  one 

qnalifications  end  fees  jear'tregidenceatthe  University  which 

We  take  it,  that  with  grants  it*,  of  do  account,  it  will  render 

Topriety  of  having  the  access  to  the  higher  grade  of  the  pro- 

iir<mn  there  can  be  no  fe^iondifficult— indeed, thin  grade  will 

Jierespective  edacaiion  only  be  accessible  in  one  way,  via,  (he 

,sargeon,and  licentiate,  having  attained   to   40   years  of  age, 

n-in England,  Scotland,  aatiafying  the  ColUge  of  Physicians  of 

M  to  the  fees,  we  are  in  Bngland  that  the  preliminury  and  pro- 

ubt:  England  is  a  rich  feeaionnl  education  had  been  liberal, 

id  and  Ireland  are  com-  and  standing  the  te^t  of  esnminaiion. 

It  is  not  unusual  in  Clause  2Ut  is  a  ranniftst  departare 

ing  men  brought  up  to  from  the  principle  of  uniformity  for 

fession  lo  be  men  of  a  which  the  Bill  has  been  commended, 

independence;  this  in  UniveTailiesoftheuniledkingdomareio 

Fe  preHumc  in  Ireland  have  power  to  grant  the  degree    of 

7,  rarely  the  ease  i  yet  Bachelor  in  Medicine  to  their    own 

Uhe  navy,  and  the  East  students  who  shall  have  attained  the 

i»ervice,fumishedwith  "";  ~T~, 

.        ,.             I  ■    .  n-  •  II  win  (iMtdtM  Mrik*  umc  of  oar  nadcn, 

UMt  nclive  and  inlclh-  uitdldw,  u  Mk  obmfan  ■  )«■  tem  of  rc^ 

.iB^,  from  scotod  fcn,"  fifi^titvij^'i.'azs 

iw,    were   the    fees   in  l««™nnh,iiiifblBo««inv»ir«i8t.  ABdreWat* 

,        ,          ,             ,„  »ufllce7  oriftwoyoitiMSUAndfew'ibetboartl 

lated  to  those  of  Eng-  ddE  too  mur.  nbr  not  the  Hnw  Dombtr  u 

..  ,o«u  k  loo  gnu  i  sss"  '„  i's'S.s  VM^is^"::  s 

Iho  Eogli-h  fe<.  10  b<  i!-&iX'"„?iffli's,'-''iS:.TS 

0  the  level  of  those  of  nM.  Wb  think  v>  c*n  fellow  the  InptUinf 
._,...,_  ,,  power  here  IwHeTer :  the  Kidnaical  snd  extra- 
nglish  teachers  would  KWlemlcal  lt*chen  or  Bdlnhnrgh  b«l  a  gnn 

nse.  of  living,  to  a  pro.  ^^A'ln^^',^^*^,^'^  '.t,'?  'to"S 

1  London,  are,  at  least,  "'e^'  *X«"'  '^"  ""•  P"i>"'  "'  ihe  e«ri-«c-ie- 

n  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  ibci  jutd  wliMaf,  bat— at  M.  {^oAn^m,  nben 

i_  tbti  kad  ^et  ituditd  I 

f   he  has  a  somewhat  At  ■  putinlir  Kuon  af  the  Tnr  *  certaia 

,  .0  bring  op,  ihcy .,.  ffiTiSS3S«s:A''sif  ,?:j£ 

imes  as  great.  wending  bit  way  il  (be  head  of  M,  M,  andenn 

■      ,     ?.   ,,  SOind  moK,  of  the  eitn-uidnnlcal  ilndeiitt  of 

leisalsohlghlyproper;  Kdiubarrh,  tuwinU  the  ihom  or  IDc  nith  itf 

no  Uuiverjily  of  the  ;(i'SiJ,,^w"«!n^'in™S'rX^i4°SS'o^- 

shall  grant  degrees  to  "i«  T"""*  "n™  "'re  (bund  duljr  qiullBed,  uJ 

.       ,    ,.  ,  within  sKeek  the  party  reappeared  tnm  Fife, 

M  he  shall  have  main-  the  Juvesilei  with  their  dlplamaa  of  Id.D.lDlbeir 

y  attended  rhe  course.  riS^L^.'^onTy^eLTaEoSTe-utSSS^ 

cribed  during  at  least  '^^^*''^l'^l^"^„'S'yX^^^*^^^ 

before  the  granting  of  thai:    two  years  of  eitra*cidemical  Mudy  at 

I         u        >.   11   iT  lMinburgh.aiidoneofCoUeKediici[alBoatQks««B 

unless  he   shall  have  or  l^langcn,  wlib  anopportuuiiy  or  aeoui  the 

inalioo,  and  been  found  ;^''*^^ '  wT-^^  Eh^dliJSilnSJr  hS 

\Ve  believe  tliat  all  the  'he  long-headed  arent  ot  Ihe  St.  Andrew'!  Uni- 

.  .                     ,                ,,.  vermity,  ai  i(ent  (Sr  CLcsfen  or  Hrlanren,  would 

hu  country  (exce^it  St.  be  fvuDd  a  mstcb  for  the  framen  of  tfit  bill  yet  I 
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age  of  22  years,  which  degree,  its  pos-  this  they  will  obtain,  not  from  the 
sessor  having  been  examined  by  the  University,  but  from  the  associated 
Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  England,  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 
Scotland,  or  Ireland,  or  by  the  Faculty  The  Scotch  Universities  will  sink  into 
of  Physicians  aud  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  mere  schools;  the  professors,  save  and 
M*ill  entitle  him  to  registration  by  the  except  through  their  connection  with 
Council  of  Health  and  Education  as  a  the  College  of  Physicians,  or  the  Col- 
Licentiate  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  lege  of  Surgeons,  will  be  simple  teach- 
One  man  will  therefore  register  as  a  ers.  It  strikes  us  that  they  thus  appear 
licentiate  of  medicine  on  the  strength  shorn  of  some  portion  of  their  dignity 
of  an  examination  successfully  stood  and  honour  by  the  provisions  of  the 
before  the  examining  body  of  one  of  bill.  The  student  of  the  University 
the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  has  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  look 
Surgeons,  another  on  the  strength  of  up  to  his  professor  not  only  as  his 
his  Bachelor's  diploma  and  examina-  teacher,  but  also,  in  some  sort,  as  his 
tion  before  a  College  of  Physicians  patron,  as  the  chief  under  whose  cer- 
only.  There  is  probably  no  great  harm  tificate  of  competency  he  takes  his 
in  this,  but  it  makes  distinction,  and  it  place  in  the  world.  We  heard  much 
renders  the  machinery  more  compli-  more  of  the  presence  in  London  of  the 
cated  than  it  needed  to  have  been.  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
This  will  be  the  entrance  to  the  pro-  geons  of  Edinburgh,  than  of  any  repre- 
fession  of  which  men  of  what  is  called  sentative  of  the  Senatus  Academicus  of 
€onHeeiion  or  family^ if  such  words  the  College  of  James  the  Sixth, during 
can  be  used  in  reference  to  our  truly  (he  period  when  the  bill  was  expected 
noble  but  little  considered  profession—  to  be  laid  belbie  Parliament.  Vie  own 
will  avail  themselves ;  it  is  probably  a  that  we  have  a  certain  affection  for 
door  left  purposely  open  to  them.  our  old  University ;  and  we  should  not 
Having  got  thus  far  with  the  bill,  we  \^  pleased  to  see  it  vailing  the  pennon 
pause  to  make  one  statement  which  we  to  either  College  of  Physicians  or  Col- 
think  not  unimportant  to  certain  in-  lege  of  Surgeons.  Doubtless  the  Sen* 
teresto.  Thus  &r  we  see  the  Council  natus  Academicus  of  the  Scotoh  Uni- 
of  Health  and  Education,  and  the  versities  understand  their  own  interesto, 
several  Royal  Colleges,  paramount ;  the  and  will  feel  it  their  duty  to  look  nar- 
Universities,  which  had  hitherto  been  ^Q^iy  into  the  general  bearing  of  the 
supreme,  appear  to  us,  and  as  we  un-  new  Medical  Bill,  not  only  on  their 
derstand  the  bill,  to  be  thrown  alto-  pecuniary  interests,  but  on  their  dignity 
gether  into  the  shade.  Unless  a  stu-  and  consideration.  The  revenue  they 
dent  inclines  to  take  a  Bachelor's  or  a  had  as  examiners  will  cease,  at  all 
Doctor's  degree  in  medicine,  he  will  evenU;  it  will  flow  to  thecofirrsof  the 
have  no  connection  with  his  alma  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons ; 
mater  save  and  except  as  his  nurse  ;  and  to  be  poor  in  Great  Britain  means 
the  University— of  Edinburgh,  to  select  to  be  powerless.  If  the  Universities  have 
a  particular  instance— will  become  a  not  seen  the  thing  in  this  lighl(^et  them 
mere  nursery  to  ite  Royal  Colleges  of  look  to  it  closely. 

Physicians  and  Surgeons.    The  great  

body  of  the  profession,  in  time  to  come,  THE  LAUDATION  OF  THE  SOCIETY 
and  as  intended  by  the  biU,  will  pro-        of  APOTHECARIES  bt  TQWN  akp 
bably  not  take  the  degree  of  either  COUNTRY  PRACTITIONERS, 

bachelor  or  doctor  in  ipedicine,  but  of  Some  few  months  ago,  upon  the  ap- 

licentiate  in  medicine  and  surgery ;  and  pearancc  of  the  "  Statement  by  the  So- 
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of  Apolhecariei  OD  tbe  SDbject  of  Society  in  any  otfaCT  light  ihsn   a» 

adminutmtJOD  of  the  Apothecn-  bound  (o  the  car  of  human  imprave- 

ket,"  we  look  occarion  to  animad-  ment  and  dragged  on  with  it,  not  as 

ipoa  what  we  belicTed  to  be  an  hagtening  ila  progress.    It  is  the  g^ne- 

:  acnimpiion  of  credit  to  them-  ral  extension  of  knowledge  that  has 

by  that  body,  for  the  exertion  of  made  a  laiger  amount  of  special  know- 

loeoM  of  a  highly  beneficial  kind  ledge  in  the  mediccd  man  necesBsry, 

sptogrcGi  and  present  state  of  that  and  no  enactment  of  the  Apothecaries' 

■er  of  the  medical  profession  in  or  any  other  Society.    We  are  disposed 

joDtry  who  is  commonly  spoken  to  go  forther  than  this;  we  do  not  he- 

Icr  tbe  title  of  "the  general  prac-  aitate  to  say,  that  we  Tiew  the  influ- 

er,"    The  worshipful  Society  ap-  ence  of  the  Apoihecaries'  Act  of  1815 

o  bsTc  been  token  at  their  word,  as  haTing  been  hostile  in   many  re- 

rer,  by  the  majority  of  the  meet-  speeta,    much   rather    than    advanta- 

of  medical  men  that  have  been  geous,  to  the  progress  of  tmc  medical 

thiougbotrt  the  country,  for  the  science  and   the  best  inlereats  of  the 

•eofcoDsideringtlteUedicalBilh  healing  art.      It  has    associated    the 

efieial   influeooe  exerted   by  the  pm/tuion  of  mtdieint   in   Ibe   pubKe 

tyof  Apotbeeariei,  opon  ihestate  mind  with  the  traffic  m  dntgt,  to  the 

medical  prvfeMion,  has  been  all  degradation  much  more  than  the  ele- 

nironnty  promioently  arowed.  valion  of  the  medical  man  in  the  social 

are  KtiU  diKpcoed  to  takeadif-  scale;  and  then  its  provisions  in  regard 

view  of  the  matter :  we  belirve  to  the  mode  in  which  the  practitioner 

be  Society  of  Apoihecaries  hare  acquired  a  legal  claim  to  remuneration, 

0  speeia]  influevce  whalsoerer  on  ted  to  a  system  of  drugging  of  such 
ate  and  trdocauon  of  the  medical  unpalatable  magnitude,  that  the  better 

The    iuiprvTcoieat  which  we  informed  members  of  tbe  commnnitj 

'k  is  nut  tJdjc  eonspieooos  in  have  finally  rebelled  against  it,  whilst 

■UDtry  wbcTC  tbe  wonhipfol  So-  tbe  Ignorant  nnd  (he  crednlons  have 

faoldcvwar;  It  i*  quite  general ;  thrown  themselres  into  the  arms  of 

1  odiakded  orer  tbe  sister  coim-  homoeopathy,  and  hydropathy,  and  em- 
a(w«U;  indeed,  o*er  tbe  whole  piricism  in  fifty  different  shapes,  by 
t  C^Jti^hlKMA    of    Eorope    and  way  of  finding  refuge  from  it. 

t  Asoenea,     Had  we  in  England        Another  view  of  the  case  is  this: — 

Mude  progms,  and  the  people  in  If  the  Act  of  1815  has  done  all  tbe 

Bid  vA  lr«luid,  in  Prance,  in  wonders  which  general  practitioners 

Koj,  «Qd  in  ibc  United  States  are  at  this  time  so  ready  to  ascribe  to 

i«rne«,  remained  in  matleis  medi<  it,  how  comes  it  that  the  very  existence 

i  tbey  were  before  the  erentfnl  of  their  branch  of  the  profession  in  its 

\Mb,  doobtlem  tbet«  would  hare  connections  with  the  labonring  claases 

Strang  gronnds  for  suspecting  is  now  threatened  by  cn>wds  of  une- 

be  Apothecaries' Society  had  been  dncated  and  nnqnalified  men  in   the 

:  luOom  of  the  undeniable  im-  shapeofchemistsnnddruggiBtsP  These 

ment  vhieh    medical  edocation  men  are  actually  disputing  the  field 

adergone  in  the  course  of  the  last  with  (he  licentiate  of  ApothecarieB* 

!r  of  a  century.    Bat,  seeing  that  Hall,  at  this  moment,  in  every  town  in 

Jvaiice  has  been  quite  genera),  England,  and  in  many  instances  are 

1  has  been  as  extensive  as  letters  takingthebread  from  between  his  teeth, 

ivilixation,  we,  for  our  part,  are  The  Actof  1815, inract,iHnoprotection 

lisposed  to  view  tbe  worshipful  to  the  educated  practitioner;  it  is  still 
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less,  if  that  be  possible,  a  protection  to  of  schools  for  elementary  instruction  in 

the  community :  the  Act  is  a  nullity  for  medicine.    But  had  Edinburgh  or  Glas- 

every  useful  purpose,  both  as  regards  gow  or  Aberdeen,  had  Hippocrates  and 

the  public  and  the  profession.     Its  re-  Galen    and   Avicen,  Harvey  and  Sy- 

strictive  clauses  have  still  been  found  denham,  Haller   and   Cullen,  for  its 

inapplicable  where  they  ought  to  have  professors,  the  direct  tendency  of  the 

been  most  efficient ;  they  have  neither  Apothecaries'  Act  has   been  to  keep 

enabled  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  to  their  benches  bare  of  Students, 

get  at  the  practising  chemist  and  drugr  The  Apothecaries'  Act  has  done  yet 

gist,  nor  at  the  bare-faced  empiric ;  they  further  mischief :  the  system  of  exami- 

have  only  let  loose  the  dogs  of  the  law  nation  pursued  by  the  Court  of  £xa- 

efTectually  at  the  throat  of  the  man  of  miners  of  the  Hall  has  been  such  that 

some  standing,  occasionally  the  gradu-  it  has  become  imperative  on  every  man 

ate  of  a  Scotch  University,  or  member  of  who  would  secure  his  certificate  there, 

a  Scotch  College  of  Surgeons — as  good  to  prepare  himself  especially  for  that 

a  man  at  least,  and  of  as  liberal  educa-  examination  by  submitting  to  the  de- 

tion  as  he  at  whose  instance  the  Society  grading  process  of  grinding ;  diligence 

was  moved  to  prosecute,  or  as  any  one  during  the  whole  period  of  studentship 

in  the  body  by  which  he  was  proceeded  does  not  suffice  j  the  test  is  of  a  kind 

against.  that  cannot  be  met  by  that;  the  So- 

The  Act  of  1815  did  mischief  in  ano-  ciety  has  fostered  into  existence  a  set  of 

ther  and  indirect  way :  it  compelled  men  "  who  rather  prefer  the  student 

the  student  to  select  not    the   place  at  the  end  of  his  third  winter  session, 

where  he  could  obtain  the  best  educa-  who  knows  nothing,  to  him  who  knows 

tion  at  the  least  cost,  but  the   place  something;^*   the  former  he  is  aware 

where  he  could  obtain  the  education  must  rely  upon  him,  and  will  be  atten- 

which  would  secure  him  a  title  to  live  tive  to  the  cramming  that  suffices  to 

at  peace  when  he  settled  himself  down  bring  him  through  >  the  latter  is  apt  tp 

as  a  practitioner.    The  tendency  of  the  rely  a  little  on  himself,  and  not  enough 

Act  has  obviously  been  to  force  the  on  his  grinder,  and  so  between  the  two 

student  from  the  quiet  and  application  he  is  apt  to  make  shipwreck, 

and  economy  of  such  an  University  as  We  are  not  yet  at  the  end  of  our 

that  of  Edinburgh,  or  Glasgow,  or  Aber-  bill  of  impeachment :    the  Society  of 

deen,  with  its  complete  courses  of  in-  Apothecaries'  mode  of  administering 

struction  on  every  branch  of  medical  the   Apothecaries'  Act  has  had  this 

science,  into  the  noise,  and  dissipation,  other  ill  effect.     It  is  expressly  enact- 

and  extravagance,  of  the  metropolis,  ed   that    the    Society   shall   provide 

where  such  monstrosities  as  lectures  apothecaries,  whose   duty,    as   speci- 

three  times  a  week,  and  between  8  and  lied  by  the  Act,  it  should  be  *'care- 

9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  on  some  of  fully  and  accurately  to  dispense  the 

the  most  momentous  sections  of  medical  prescriptions  of  physicians  with  pure 

lore,  are  still  exhibited  and  still  en-  and  unadulterated  dnigs."    The  Court 

dured.    London  as  it  used  to  be  twenty  of  Examiners   of  Apothecaries'  Hall 

years  ago — a  great  finishing  school  have  only  been  ambitious  to  provide 

of  surgery— was  very  well;  no  one  who  the  community  with  highly-educated 

knows  aught  of  the  habits  and  lives  practitioners;   a  condition  which  the 

of  medical  students,  and  of  the  tempta-  progress  of  the  times  would  have  re- 

tions  to  which  they  are  exposed,  does  quired  and  accomplished  without  them, 

not  know  that  it  is  most  disadvan-  They  have  left  the  professional  man,  and 

tageously  circumstanced  for  the  seat  the  wealthier  public,  to  the  mercy  of 
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■bop-boya  in  the  important  mailer  of    of  the  expense,  but  the  ci 

difpeiuiag,  and  thej  hare  not  been  able  ■'  being  deemed  necessary  to  h 

to  protect  the  labourer  and  the  artiMn  j^  "^owed  it  wb«  an  evil.    Sir  jamet 

fWuH  v.-i^„  ^^.i..^  ._„    I,  _        u  uranam  had  stated  the  impossibiltiy  of 

fiwn  being  pract.Md  upon  by  men  who.  pu„ing  down  qu«kery,  buihe  bebe^ed 

though  they  may  be  skilful  in  dis-  it  could  beaccomplishedifpropersle™ 

crimiaating  drag*,  and  able  as  che-  were  taken  in  reference  to  it.    The 

miit*,  know  no  more  of  physiology  and  ".^w  '^''^  ''^elf  admitted  irregular  prac- 

the  Dractice  of  »edicine  than  Ihl  ™»  '"=*  '"  ^  "°  *"'■  f°^  ''  excluded  irre- 

ne  prachce  of  medicine  than  the  cow-  p,^  practitioners  from  the  army  and 

leech  and  the  village  famer.  na»y,  and   from    all    pubUc    medical 

MOVEMENT  IN^E  PROFESSION.  S?,Zb."^f,';S';  ta?  "£  S 

In  ttie  rcMlutionn  and  speeches  t,t  the  before   the   magistrate,  and    quackeiy 

professionnl  meeting  held  at  Liverpool  would  soon  be  put  down ;  as  far  as  Ib> 

on   the   2d   inst.,   Dr.  JeSreys   in  the  could   reach  it,  that  course  would  be 

chair,  we  discover  comtiderable  shades  most  effectual. 

of  difference  from  the  bne  of  argument  The  following  excellent  and  lempe- 

and  objection  that  has  now  become  ralememorial  toSirJamcs  Grabamwat 

trite    and    barren.      Dr.    Frecklcton  agreed  to:— 

moved  the  first  resolution,  npreHive  of  ~t     ,     ,.■  .     ..            ..    „. 

aatisfaclion-lhatminiHtersihouIdhave  ■'"J    .      '^«   "<""""-""*  *"■  •'''"'" 

introduced  a  bill  into  parliament  havimr  ^"*™'  ""'''■  ""'  i'Vf"f'*  Prin- 

for  its  object  the  better  regulation  S  c,p«l  StcreUrgo/StaU  for  ikt  H«mt 

medical  practice  throughout  the  king-  lftp«rlment.     1  h,,  Mtmorial  agrtti 

dom.-      Dr.    Sutherland,    in    moving  Wf"^  "'  *   ^'■'"2?  ^  '**  '"«'•"' 

the   rwolurion   euprwsive  of   "regret  ^/'MmoflluTownofLtMrpocl, 

;tion  on  irre^uUr  nrR«i«  *<«  at  the  Mtdinl  ImU 


Bh^uid" have  been  provided  by'^t^iTsub"  2rf o/Octoter,  1844, 
sdlutiun  of  measures  more  efficient  in  Sheweth — 
their  operation  than  those  contained  in  That  your  Memorialists  hail  with 
theaetspropotedtoberepealed— which  satisfaclion  (he  introduction  into  ^- 
scU,  although  they  may  not  hare  bees  liament  of  a  "  Bill  for  the  better  Regu- 
of  sufficient  power  to  remedy  the  evil,  lation  of  Medical  Practice  throughout 
nevertheless,  admit  the  sound  principle  ^<=  Kingdom."  That  they  have  eiven 
that  the  praetiee  of  nneducated  persons  >  careful  consideration  to  the  nid  BiU, 
is  eontraiy  to  law" — look  occasion  to  *nd  beg  respeclfully  to  submit  to  yon 
refer  to  the  charter  of  the  College  of  their  (pinions  on  the  tame. 
Physicians,  and  the  Apothecaries'  Act,  That  inasmuch  as  the  reitrictiotis  on 
in  the  spirit  of  both  of  which  irregular  unqualified  practice  as  they  at  present 
practice  was  considered  as  contrBry  to  exist  in  the  several  acts  and  charters 
law.  It  was  proposed  by  the  new  bill  proposed  to  be  repealed  in  the  fint 
to  repeal  all  charters  which  imposed  re-  clause  of  the  said  Bill,  have  been  local 
strictions  on  the  practice  of  medicine —  >n  their  application,  and  have  thereby 
to  place  the  educatedon  the  samefoot-  frequently  been  injurious  to  well- 
ing with  those  who  had  received  no  eduealcd  members  of  the  profession ; 
education  at  all,  and  for  that  they  had  a  andetpecially  as  they  have  neverproved 
right  to  seek  a  remedy.    It  wa*  unnt-  thenuelves  to  be  a  sufficient  protection 


J    profession    skilful  pretenders,   yovu  Memorialists 

.    ;  thenmount    think  it  quite  necessary  that  these  acts 

of  knowledgethey  required  wasgreater    and  charters  should  oe  repealed  and 


than  for  any  other,— ibere  was  scarcely  annulled, 

any  branch  of  knowledge  ther  did  not  That  nevertheless  these  acta  do  ac- 

require;  and  the  principle  ifiat  lher«  knowledge  as  a  principle  in  law,  that 

should  be  a  distinct  body  of  men  for  persons  not  duly  qualified  shall  be  pro- 

tbat  po^ote  had  always  been  recog-  nibited  &om  practising  under  certain 

niced.    During  the  examination  before  penalties,  and  if  they  shall  be  repealed 

the  House  of  Commons  it  was  slated  to  without  at  the  same  time  Hubstituting  a 

be  almostimpossibletoputdownincgal  more  efficienl  ;iroAi  it  (ion  against  irre- 

ptactice  by  the  present  act,  on  account  gular  practice  j  your  Memonabsta  con- 
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eider  this  giving  up  of  a  sound  prin-  We  have  also  notice  of  a  laige  and 
ciple  as  pro  tan  to  legalizing  the  practice  respectable  meeting  of  the  Gloucester- 
of  unqualified  persons,  as  tending  to  shire  Medical  and  Surgical  Association, 
lower  the  dignity  of  the  medical  pjro-  held  on  the  4th  inst— Dr.  Hardwicke 
fession,  and  at  the  same  time  taking  Shute  in  the  Chair— the  resolutions 
away  from  the  profession  its  legitimate  passed  at  which  are  all  more  or  less  in 
rights,  while  it  withdraws  all  protection  favour  of  the  bill— that  is  to  sa^,  they 
from  the  public.  do  not  fly  in  the  face  of  the  Govern- 
That  as  the  medical  profession  is  at  ment  measure  altogether,  but  befiin  by 
present  constituted  there  exist  registers  approving  of  each  principle,  and  then 
of  all  qualified  practitioners  in  the  propose  amendment ;  they  agree,  and 
united  kingdom,  some  of  which  are  then  they  differ.  The  1st  resolution  is 
from  time  to  time  published;  and  that  to  this  effect:  '*  That  this  meeting  de- 
instead  of  these  it  is  proposed  to  have  sires  to  express  its  hi^h  satisfaction 
one  general  registration,  a  measure  of  that  the  Government  has  at  length 
which  your  Memorialists  cordially  brought  the  state  of  the  medical  pro- 
approve,  as  lying  at  the  basis  of  all  fession  under  the  consideration  of  the 
effective  legislation  on  the  subject.  legislature,  and  is  fully  prepared  to 
That,  by  cxistin^^  laws  or  usage,  no  assent  to  the  general  principles  of  the 
unqualified  practitioner  can  or  does  measnre  recently  introduced  bv  the 
hold  any  medical  office  in  infirmaries,  Right  Hon.  the  Home  Secretary.''  ^ 
dispensaries,  poorhonses,  or  prisons;  or  The  2d  resolution  is  the  followinfi;: 
in  the  army,  navy,  or  East  India  Com-  "  That  while  the  proposed  establisn- 
pany's  service,  and  that  considering  ment  of  a  Central  Council  of  Health 
the  proposed  registry  as  a  test  of  quah-  and  Medical  Education  appears  likely 
fication  ;  your  Memorialists  approve  to  promote  the  respectability  and  pro- 
of it  as  a  means  of  excluding  as  hereto-  tect  the  interests  of  the  medical  pro- 
fore  all  unregistered  and  unqualified  fession,  this  meeting  is  of  opinion,  that 
persons  from  such  public  medical  the  constitution  of  that  Council,  as 
offices.  laid  down  in  the  Government  bill. 
That,  as  it  is  fully  conceded  by  the  needs  further  consideration ;  and  more 
Bill  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  particularly  as  regards  the  relative  pro- 
nnregistered  person  to  practise  in  oer-  portion  of  Councillors  to  be  elected  by 
taiii  departments  and  public  offices,  the  profession,  and  that  the  measure 
your  Memorialists  know  no  valid  reason  would  be  greatly  improved  by  per- 
why  the  same  principle  should  not  be  mitting  the  mescal  practitioners  of  the 
fully  carried  out  so  as  to  render  it  un-  provinces  to  elect  tne  two  represeuta- 
lawful  for  an^  one  to  practise  medicine  tives  whom  Sir  J.  Graham  has  proposed 
and  surgery  in  any  part  of  the  United  to  appoint  from  the  rural  distnets." 
Kingdom,  without  being  duly  qualified  The  3d  says :  **  That  as  one  of  the 
and  registered ;  while  they  are  of  most  important  features  of  the  bill  is 
opinion  that^reat  good  would  follow  if  the  abrogation  of  existing  penalties  on 
the  bill  declared  all  such  irregular  unlicensed  practitioners,  this  meeting 
practice  subject  to  a  penalty  similar  to  admits  that,  in  the  present  state  of  pub- 
that  which  the  Bill  inflicts  on  all  un-  lie  opinion,  any  direct  lesislative  inter- 
qualified  persons  practising  in  public  ference  with  unqualifieoT  nractitioners 
offices,  but  recoverable  by  a  summary  would  not  be  unattended  with  diffi^ 
process.  cultiesi  but  has,  nevertheless,  reason 
That  your  Memorialists  are  of  opinion  to  believe  that  these  difficulties  have 
that  a  measure  founded  on  the  proposed  been  much  over-rated,  and  that  if  fairly 
registration  may  be  devised,  better  cal-  met,  they  will  not  be  found  to  be  in- 
culated  than  the  laws  now  existing  to  saperable,  and,  therefore,  that  the  prin- 
protect  medical  men  as  well  as  the  ciple  of  protection  against  unqualified 
public  against  unqualified  practitioners,  pretenders  may  be  more  extensively 

applied  than   is    apparently  contem- 

We  have  farther  notice  of  a  meeting  plated  by  the  bill." 

of  the  medical  men  of  the  Borough  of  The  4th :  "  That  this  meeting  would 

Dcvonport  and  Stonehouse,  Mr.  Tripe  respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration 

in  the  chair,  which  was  respectably  at-  of  the  Government,  the  propriety^  of 

tended,  and  at  which  the  usual  rcsolu-  such  indirect  discouragement  of  illicit 
tions  were  passed. 


MOTEHENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION. 


'j-.l  i  he  eflecled  by  abolish- 
'wxi  oljDoxioas  system  of 
I  patent  KKdicines,  and  by 
niA^  KTcre  pennltiet,  the 
•a  of  •erret  remrdiea,  now 

■  la  ntent  alike  injurious 
bill),  and  oSenniTe  lo  public 

■  rariboa  wayi  of  being 
TtTVj-xi  modea  of  eiprew- 
Wr  aa*e  done  that  openly 

r*lhi«l  at  Gloucester  hase 
ytenlj-  Hai-e  our  friends 
I?  v.iiittanc«  of  any  aaso- 


it  meeting  of  the  Couaeil 
e  into  cotuiden-tion  the 
I  of  Sir  Jamet  GrahaiD,  it 
ouiily  rwolred  ;^ 
ie  Bill  is  exceedingly  de- 
illiberal  in  many  respects, 
luld  be  pasted  by  the  legis- 
I  present  slate,  would  be 
ions  to  the  public  and  the 

it  oevertheless  recognises 
s  sereral  impoitaat  provi- 
■d  on  the  great  principles  of 
brm,  for  which  the  British 
MOciatioD  has  been  slre- 
rtending  since  IS36;  and 
beinespedient  and  unwise 
oppose  the  entire  measure, 
defective  in  some  respects, 

thechiefdcfecUof  theBill 

rant  of  the  true  reprcscnta' 
lie  in  the  election  of  the 
cs  in  the  medical  eorpo- 

bsence  of  any  protiiion  for 
medical  profession  into  one 
K/fy  of  medicine,  U|>on  ihe 
ed  principle  that  medicine 
',  with  ineir  rarious  sub- 
ir  the  public  convenience) 
I  of  one  iciencr,  which  ~- 


:tually  taueht  as  a  whole. 
rant  of  aUeffrctitt  prnler- 
public  and  the  protession 


against  the  evils  arising  from  the  prac- 
tice of  unqualified  persons. 

4th.  The  unjust  ^nd  illiberal  consU- 
tulionofthe  proposed  Council  of  Health 
and  Medical  Education,  in  which  the 
great  majority  of  medical  practitioners 
would  have  no  voice,  while  theinfluenoe 
of  the  Home  Secretary  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  overwhelmine. 

5th.  Theobviouspffectof  the  Bill,  in 
connection  with  the  charters  recently 
granted  to  the  Colleges  of  Surgeonp, 
would  be  lo  degrade  general  practi- 
tioners, and  improperly  lo  elevalt  pure 
surgeons  and  physicians. 

Bfh.  The  omission  of  an^  summarT 
and  inexpensiTe  mode  of  enforcing 
penallies  (such  as  by  information  before 
two  of  Her  Majcsly'sJusticesof  Pe.ice), 
ngAinst  those  persons  assuming  medical 
titles,  orfnlsely  pretending  to  be  on  the 
proposed  register. 

7th.  The  absence  of  any  defined 
method  of  sufficiently  milking  known 
lo  the  public  the  nnmes  of  registered 
priiclilionera. 

IV.  That  Ihe  fealurea  of  the  bill 
which  the  Council  recognize  with  salia- 
fnction,  and  which  if  properly  carried 
but  would  be  beneficial  to  the  prorcssiott 
as  well  as  lo  the  community,  arc  the 
following. 

Ist.  The  appointment  of  a  general 
Council  of  Health  and  Medical  Educa- 
tion, which  if  justly  constituted  and 
judiciously  worked,  implies  a  greater 
concern  for  the  public  health  than 
government  or  parliament  have  hitherto 
evinced, 

2d.  The  legitimate  connection  for 
the  first  time  of  the  profession  with  the 
government,  nnd  thereby  much  readier 
access  lo  Parliament  and  to  the  minis- 
ters of  Ihe  crown,  through  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

3d.  The  general  siijiennlendence  of* 
medical  education,  with  uniform  tests 
of  qnaliticalioii  for  practice. 

4lh.  The  erection  of  the  Council  of 
Health  into  a  court  of  appeal  against 
any  oppressive  or  unjust  nets  which 
may  be  coromilled  by  the  medical  cor- 
porations, and  which  have  hitherto 
passed   with    impunity    and    wiihoul 

5lh.  The  general  registration  of  all 
qualified  prariit toners. 

6th.  The  right  lo  practise  in  all  pnrts 
of  Her  Majesty's  dominions,  after  being 
duly  qualified  and  registered, 

7ih.  The  provision  iigiiinat  the  as- 
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Bumption  of  medical  titles  by    unre-  small  size,  rendered  this  mode  of  examina- 

gistered  practitioners.  tion    very    difficult.     He  stated  that    the 

8th.  That  none  but  registered  prac-  swelling  'first  came  about  two  years  ago, 

titioners  can  legally  recover  charges  for  *ft«r  *  blow  in  the  groin  which  he  received 

medical    or    surgical     advice,    atten-  ^7    rajaing    against    a   post.      It    came 

dance  or  operations,  or  for  medicine  gradually  m  the  course  of  a  month  after  the 

prescribed  oVadministered.  ^^^'  *°^  ^  '^^^^  ?™ff  disappeared. 

V.ThattheCouncilhavingfoundfrom  JJ^  7^  'T^'^^T^  ^T  ^"I  he  came  to 

previous  experience  that  ^1  former  at-  f/eeoff  om" t  Z^^^^^^^^ 

tempts  at  medical  legslation  by  mdi-  ^^^  ^^  ^„  ,^  ^^j^  ^„    ^^  j^  ^^  ^l 

vidual  members    of  Parliament  have  ^^^^  ^f  ^^^  abdominal  ring.    He  had  ex- 

failed,  and  this  Association  having  by  perienced  a  similar  attock  about  nine  months 

deputation  and  correspondence  strongly  previously. 

urged  upon  Sir  James  Graham  the  pro-  Mr.  Curling  remarked  that  there  was 
priety  of  Government  undertaking  the  some  difficulty  in  this  case  in  determining 
conduct  of  a  bill  to  regulate  medical  whether  the  swelling  was  an  encysted  hydro- 
qualifications  and  practice,  upon  liberal  cele  of  the  cord,  or  a  hydrocele  of  the 
and  broad  principles,  are  of  opinion  hernial  sac.  He  came,  however,  to  the  con- 
that  no  measure  would  be  likely  to  pass  elusion  that  the  case  was  a  hydrocele  of 
unless  introduced  by  Government,  and  *b«  hernial  sac ;  a  piece  of  intestine  or 
therefore,  that  it  is  the  duty  ofallmedi-  omentum  being  adherent  at  the  ring,  and 
cal  reformers  to  endeavour  to  obtain  "Hgbtly  inflamed,  pain  being  experienced 

such  modifications  of  Sir.  J.  Graham's  *?"*  ?*»^**  ^«  .^T.^^    V'^  »"^  '"  J^^ 

bill,  that  it  may  be  calculated  to  give  wtuation,  and  the  diffused  character  of  the 

satisfaction  to  the  profession,   and  to  «PP«- part  of  the  sweUmg,  mduoed  him  to 

confer  the  greatest  Lount  of  benefit  Stt^l'^^^e^^Jat?^^^^^ 

vr^  ^u  *  ■         >ir  A'     1  -Dii      u-  1.  »PPly  ««*^*  leechet  to  the  upper  part  of  the 

VI.  ^hat  any  Medical  Bill  which  .^king*  and  afterwards  a  Sold  lotion,  to 

does  not  contain  power  etrectually  to  take  a  dose  of  cutor  oU,  and  to  remain  at 

restrain  ignorant  and  unqualified  pre-  rest  in  bed. 

tenders  from  practising  the  healing  art  28th.— The  sweUing  was  less  in  size  and 

in  any  of  its  departments,  will  be  most  not  so  tender,  and  he  was  relieved  of  the 

deceptive  and  injurious  to  the  commu-  pain  in  tiie  abdomen.    Five  more  leeches  to 

nity,  and  most  unjust  to  medical  prac-  be  applied,  and  the  lotion  continued, 

titioners,  who  have  at  much  cost  oftime  April  3d. — ^The     swelling    further    di- 

and  money  qualified  themselves  for  the  minished,  and  all  tenderness  removed.    A 

service  of  the  public.  blister  to  be  applied.     From  this  period  the 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  swelling  continued  steadily  to  decrease,  and 

Georgb  Webster,  President.  on  the  17th  all  the  fluid  had  disappeared. 

Exeter  Hall,  Oct.  7, 1844,  9""  V^8,^^  band  on  the  groin,  a  distinct 

impulse,  arising  from  a  slight  protrusion. 
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and  the  patient  was  dischaiged  cured,  with- 

Hydrocele  qf  the  Hernial  Sac— cured  by  out  the  slightest  swelling  remaining  in  the 

external  treatment.  course  of  the  spermatic  cord. 
Joseph  Boltwood,  a  shoemaker,  aged  58, 

came  under  the  care  of  Mr.  CurUng,  March  VarieoceU  treated  by  Compreetion. 

25th,   on  account  of  a  swelling  in  the  left  William  Coomber,  aged  21,  a  light  porter, 

groin.     There  was  a  tense  tumor,  the  size  of  enjoying  tolerable  heslUi,  though  occasionally 

a  hen's  egg,  just  below  the  external  abdomi-  subject  to  dyspepsia,  came  under  the  care  of 

nalring,  and  about  two  inches  above  the  testis,  Mr.  Curling,  as  an  out-patient,  on  the  17th 

from  which  it  was  quite  separate.     It  re-  of  July,  in  consequence  of  suffering  from  a 

ceived  no  impulse  on  coughing,  fluctuated  considenble  varicocele  on  his  left  side.     He 

indistinctly,  and    was  very    tender    when  had  been  subject  to  it  for  more  than  nine 

handled.     The   spermatic    cord    could    be  months.     He  complained  of   experiencing 

traced  from  the  testis  to  the  back  part  of  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  loins,  and  an  un- 

the  swelling.    The  tumor  was  defined  below,  easy  aching  sensation  in  the  testis,  which 

but  extended  by  a  broad  neck  into  the  ingui-  were  increased  by  exercise,  and  by  lifting 

nal  canal.    The  patient  was  placed  in  a  dark  weights.    The  scrotum  was  lax  and  pendu- 

corner  of  the  room,  and  the  swelling  was  ex-  Ions,  and  the  left  testis  was  about  one-third 

amined  with  a  candle,  and  found  to  be  trans-  less  in  size  than  the  right.     He  applied  to 

parent ;  but  its   want  of  prominence,  and  a  surgeon  six  months  ago,  and  was  recom- 
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aiended  to  wear  a  trnia.     He  irore  one  of  Mme  peonliw  Tfewi  an  the  ciqiillKr;  dm- 

the  common  deseriptioD  for   foar  or  fiit  UtioD  of  the  Tam  and  head,  lud  its  mHncnn 

months,   bnt   fonad  do  nlieffromit.      He  on  diseuet   of  thae   parti.       The   witlioi 

wse  adrisad,  tberefore,  to  dlBConliaocit,  and  seemed  to  regard  tbe  circulatitm  in  the  ca- 

to  nse  ■  suspender.      He  had  worn  the  latter  piUariei  ai  enCirelj  independent  of  the  in- 

for  the  last  fire  Of  ax  weekB,  but  the  mica-  dueace  of  the  nervous  system,  and  aolely 

cele  contlnned  to  get  irorae.     Hw  moc-mai*  dependent  on  position  and  phyiical   condi- 

Irver  Ina  was  ordered  to  be  applied  ;  tbe  tiona.     An  animated  disciuwon  controveit- 

•erotnm  to   be   iponged  night  and  morning  iag  thii  notion  was  elicited,  in  vhich  Sir 

with  cold  water  ;  the  bowela  to  be  relieved  George  Lefevre,   Dr.  Addison,  Mr.  Hilton, 

oecaaioBBlljr  by  a  mild  aperient.  and  otlier  members,  took  part,  till  the  hoar 

Z2d. — He   bad  worn  the  tnua  constantly  of  adjonmment,    half-past   nine,    arrived; 

fbr  the  last  six  days,  and  felt  greatly  ■«•  wheo  the  thanks  of  the  society  were  voted 

Uered,   so   that   he   was  able  to  walk  about  to  Mr.  King   for  his   commanicabon,   sod 

witbont  sniTering  anynneasiDess.     The  vari-  the  President  sdjonmed  the  meeting,  with 

eoede  appeared  slightly  reduced  in  size.  the  announcement  that  Dr.  Ashwell  would 

Angiut  SBth. — Tbe  patient  stated  that  he  bring  (oTward  the  subject  of  Fibrous  Tumors 

oontiBued  to  derive  relief  from  the  tmaa,  and  ofthe  Utenis  at  thenext  meeting,  which  will 

bad  become  accostomed  to  thepmsare  of  it,  take  place  on  the  19th  instant, 
so  that  it           ■   ■  ■ 


appetite  ud  dig**ion  were  improrsd,  and  MEDICAL  ETHICS, 

be  had  retnmed  to  hu  employment     Dis- 


THB  PHYSICAL  SOCIETY  OF  OUY'S  In  the  very  interesting  memoir  of  thu  dii- 

HOSPITAL.  tinguished  acholar,  amoataflecting  nuTative 

is  given  of  tbe  manner  and  drcomstaacca  of 

bis  decease.       It  is  my  wish,  on  thia  occa- 

Ok  Saturday  evening,  the  Uh  fautmt.  the  „(„_  ^alj  to  draw  attention  to  the  coDTena- 

PhysicalSocietyofOny'sHoapital,tlW(dde«  ^^n  betwem  the   patient   and  his  medical 

of  all  tbe   medical  societies  established  in  fHeod. 

London,  held  the  first  meeting  of  its  72d        Between  S  and  6  o'clock  on  Sondaymoni- 

■etsion  ;  Dr.  B«)rii«toa,  the  senior  Premdent,  i^g,  Dr.  A.  awoke  with  a  sharp  psin  sctom 

m  the  chair.  bia  chest.     He  complained   of  (hii   to  hu 

The  Prendent,  in  U«  opening  addriM,  ,^6,  „d  mentioned  that  he  had  it  slightly 
aUnded  to  the  leading  faiddenta  in  tbe  bMory  the  preceding  dsy.  The  psin  incroued,  and 
of  the  sodi«y,  the  snceesaive  altecatlons  in  .eemed  to  pass  from  the  cheat  to  the  Mt 
It*  internal  arransemenls,  and  tbe  manyalo.  ,^_  „  (bat  a  snapicion  arxMe  in  the  mind 
qoeot  ml  dWingnished  men  wbidi  it  had  of  Mrs.  A.  of  its  bdng  ai>  attack  of  angina 
nnmbered  among  iU  members,  both  rnthfai  pectoris.  Hia  aofferings  continued  severe, 
and  wltlKrat  the  pale  of  the  profession,  par-  aoutugi  variable  aa  to  the  dwrae ;  and  il 
tienlariy  altnding  to  the  eloquence  of  Thai-  »iu  evident  from  the  solemnity  of  hia  man- 
wall,  On.  Hoaack  and  Corrie,  and  tbe  on-  ^tr,  though  habitually  a  devout  man  thai 
fintnnate  bnt  ndagnided  Robert  Emmatt,  )„  hj^  the  impreaiion  thai  bis  aeiiure  m  a 
vrtKi  snlfeFed  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  p«riloQSOne.    HU  medicalaftendantwassenl 

for  engaging  in  the  last  rebdlion  in  Ireland,  for.   Ataito7,Dr.B .(ion  of  the  usual 

—all  of  whom,  he  bdiered,  had  written  medical  attendant)  entered  the  room.   Dr.  A. 

papers  for  thU  aodety.     He  dwelt  upon  tbe  ,„  u,en  lying  on  his  hack  ;  his  counte- 

advantage*  which  aooetiea  like  this  prodnce  nance  much  as  nsnal.     His  pulse,  thonRh 

to  all  ranks  and  ages,  eapcdaUy  now  that  jegnUr.  wsa  very  quid,   and  there  was  rold 

they  are  framed  on  less  oomprehmsrve  pnn-  penri""™  on  the  brow  and  cheeks  ;  but 

dpies,  and  confined  to  members  of  particuUr  (,),  tone  wat  cheerf^il.     "  How  is  vout  fa- 

profeariona,  and  more  especially   upon  the  Uier  ?"  he   asked,    on   the   physidan's  en. 

CBoellent  test  they  afford  to  writers,  of  amv.  trance:    "I  am    (orry  to    disturb   you    ao 

ing   at   the   real   value   of  their   particolar  e,riy,   j  kn„  that  your  father  was  uowcll, 

views,      Sobmittedinlhefimnofapaperto  md  that  you  had  enough  to  do."     He  de- 

■Dch  an  ordeal  aa  the  eiperience  of  the  older,  K,ibed  the  pain,  speaking  of  it  aa  having 

and    the   improved  scientific   knowledge  of  been  very  severe,   and  then  said,  "  What  is 

the  junior   members    afforded,   a  toler^ly  it;-     While  the  physician  wsa  pansing  for 

olrrect  estimate  of  the  lalne  of  every  view  ,  moment  before  he  replied,  the  pain  re. 

and  suggestion,  might  be  obtained,  which  turned,   and   remedies  were  applied   till  it 

was  often  (bond  leaa  than  tbe  ongmal  mU  pMwrfsway.     He  asked  again,  what  it  was? 

"■J""  .     —      ™  -,... .  ,r-  ""*  *•*  anawered,  that  it  was  spasm  of  the 

A  paper  by  Mr.  T,  WiUnnson  King  waa  bttit.     He  exclaimed,  in  hia  usual  maoiier 

then  read,    contalidng,   amid  mmita   alt*  rf  recognition,  "Ha!"  and  then,  on  being 


FORMATION  OF  BONE.  U 

asked,  "  If  he  had  ever  in  hia  life  fidnted  ?"  whether  or  not  it  ia  a  ewe  of  fiinctlonal  dia- 
*'  No,  never.*' — **  If  he  had  ever  had  diffi-  torbance,  not  one  ariaing  from  oaaiAcation of 
culty  of  breathing  ? ' '  ' '  No,  never." — ' '  If  eoronarwa,  or  degeneration  of  mwcnlarstmc- 
he  had  ever  had  sharp  pain  in  the  cheat  ?"  tore  ?  bat  in  either  caaor  mmder  ike  pa* 
*'  No,  never." — "  If  any  of  the  fiunily  had  rojr|f«iii,  the  mind  ahonld  be  kept  as  undia* 
ever  had  disease  of  the  chest  ?"  **  Tea,  my  tnrfaed  aa  possible.  Pfttienta  nsnany  attach 
father  had  ;  he  died  of  it."  —  "  What  age  mnch  importance  to  ^Mim.  I  do  not  see  the 
was  he  ?"  ''  Fifty.three."— '*  Was  it  and-  propriety  of  telling  a  patient,  at  the  time,  that 
denly  fatal  ?"  *'  Yes.  suddenly  fataL"«-He  he  had  tpatm  of  the  heart,  and  not  that  there 
then  asked,  '<  If  disease  of  the  heyrt  were  a  was  *'  aome  distnibed  action."  I  cannot  see, 
common  disease  ?"  *'  Not  very  common."  in  snch  a  case,  and  at  soch  a  moment,  that  it 
— **  Where  do  we  find  it  most  ?"  *'  In  large  would  be  requisite  to  draw  from  the  Ups  of  a 
towns,  I  think."— ''Why?;'  (Two  or  three  patient  information  as  to  hereditary  ten- 
causes  mentioned.)  "  Is  it  generally  fatal  ?"  dency,  or  to  tell  him  that  these  seixnres 
"  Yes,  I  am  afraid  it  is."  were  usually  suddenly  fatal.  I  would  ra- 
The  physician  now  left  the  room  to  obtain  ther  direct  thought  to  the  other  side ;  aasore 
remedies,  and  on  his  return  they  were  applied,  the  patient  that  these  attacks,  though  serious. 
There  was  a  slight  return  of  the  spasms,  after  were  often  unconnected  with  organic  dis- 
which  Dr.  A,  said,  "  If  the  pain  is  again  as  se-  ease-^unctionai  disturbances,  frequently  re- 
vereas  it  was  before  you  came,  I  do  not  know  covered  from,  and  sometimes  confined  to  a 
how  I  can  bear  it."  He  then  fixed  his  eyes  single  seisore.  Tlie  emotion  of  a  really  good 
upon  the  phyrician,  who  rather  felt  than  saw  man  (and  there  is  no  question  of  the  piety 
them  upon  him,  so  as  to  make  it  impossible  of  Dr.  Arnold),  when  suddenly  called  to 
not  to  answer  the  exact  truth ;  repeated  one  view  himself  as  a  dying  man^-about  to  de- 
or  two  of  the  former  questions  about  the  part  from  his  beloved  fiimily,  about  to  be 
cause  of  the  disease,  and  ended  with  asking,  severed  from  things  deeply  interesting  him, 
'*  Is  it  likely  to  return  ?"  and  on  being  told  his  mind  taking  a  rapid  and  wide  glance  at 
that  it  was — '  *  Is  it  generally  suddenly  fatal  ?"  the  consequences  of  his  diasolntion — is  al- 
"  Generally."  On  being  asked  whether  he  ready  such  as  to  perturb  the  aoundeat  heart. 
had  any  pain  ?  he  replied  that  he  had  none.  How  greatly  must  that  emotion  perplex  the 
but  from  the  mustard  plaster  on  his  chest ;  movements  of  an  organ  previonsly  so  dteor- 
with  a  remark  on  the  severity  of  the  spasms  dered  or  diseased,  as  to  have  plsioed  lifSe  in 
in  comparison  with  this  outward  pain  ;  and  the  most  imminent  jeopardy  ?  It  is  not 
then,  a  few  moments  afterwards,  inquired  difficult  so  to  regulate  phraeeology»  that  a 
what  medicine  was  to  be  given ; — and  on  calming  persuasive  tcndemcsa  shaU  be  eom- 
being  told,  answered  "Ah  I  very  well."^-  bine<f  with  fiddity;  but  in  the  report,  quoted 
The  physician,  who  was  dropping  the  Ian-  from  the  memoir,  it  seems  to  me  that  tfiere 
danum  into  a  glass,  turned  round  and  saw  iaabluntneas  which  fidelity  does  not  requiin. 
him  looking  quite  cdm,  but  with  his  eyes  W.  Cookb. 
shut.  In  another  minute  he  heard  a  rattle  S0,  Trinity  Square, 
in  the  throat,  a  convulsive  struggle, — and           Sept.  24, 1844. 

animation  ceas^. FORMATION  OF  BONE. 

It  IS  very  far  from  my  wisn  to  mipugn 
the  conduct  of  Dr.  Arnold's  medical  friend  M.  FLOvmsNS,  whose  inquiries  on  this  sub- 
on  this  great  emergency.  He  might  have  ject,  published  in  1842,  are  so  well  known 
been  a  man  whom  no  evasion  would  satisfy ;  generally,  has  lately  made  a  fhrther  oommu- 
and  direct  falsehood  never  can  be  justified,  nication  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  on  the 
I  am  very  far  from  sanctioning  that  felse  subject.  M.  Flonrens  maintains — 
delicacy  which  governs  many  practitioners  in  1st.  That  bone  is  formed  in  the  perios* 
their  intercourse  with  the  sick,  and  by  which  teum.  2d.  That  bone  increases  by  the  svper- 
the  peril  of  the  case  may  be  known  to  the  position  of  the  external  layera.  3d.  That 
family  and  friends,  but  not  to  the  patient,  the  medullary  canal  enlarges  by  the  absorp- 
though  to  him  the  knowledge  is  very  im-  tion  of  the  internal  layers  of  the  bone.  The 
portent,  that  he  may  arrange  his  temporal  experiments  by  which  he  now  seeks  to  de- 
affairs,  and  all-important,  that  he  may  pre-  monstrate  the  first  of  these  propositions 
pare  for  eternity.  Nevertheless,  it  appears  were  performed  upon  dogs.  In  aeveral  of 
to  me  that  it  would  be  very  sad  if  the  pro-  these  animals  a  portion  of  a  rib  waa  removed, 
ceedings  in  the  case  before  us  were  drawn  the  bone  properly  so  called  only  being  taken 
into  a  precedent.  The  symptoms  of  angina  away,  the  periosteum,  detached  from  it,  be- 
pectoria  are  so  evident,  that  very  fbw  ques-  ing  left.  After  several  days  a  small  bony 
tions  are  requisite  at  the  moment,  and  infer-  nndeus,  which  increases  gradually,  and 
mation  at  all  likely  to  imitate  should  be  flnaUy  connects  the  two  ends,  is  found  in 
sought  from  friends.  Without  any  previous  the  periosteum,  left  between  the  two  cut 
intimation,  who  can  tell,  in  a  first  seizure,  extremities  of  the  rib.     The  preparations 
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LECTURES  thus  overoome  the  resistance  of  the  muscles, 

^^  ^gg  the  placing   and  maintaining  the  foot  in 

^_       ^  position  at  this  early  aire  is  an  easy  matter, 

NATURE    AND    TREATMENT    OF  ^  yoa  have  no  additional  obstacle  or  re- 

DEFORMITIES,  sistance,   and  the  ligaments  grow  in  their 

Delivered  at  the  Bloonubury  Square  natural  position ;   and  the  muscles  are  also 

Institution.  enabled  to  act  in  their  normal  direction.    The 

overcoming  and  preventing  the  contracted 

By  R.  W.  Tahplin,  F.R.C.S.E.  condition  of  the  muscles  at  this  early  age  is 

Surgeon  to  the  Institution.  of  great  importance.     The  mode  of  operating 

—  is  as  follows;    Let  an  assistant  with  one  hand 

TREATMENT  OF  TALIPES  VALGUS.  ^^^  *'**  ^  firmly,  and  with  the  other  addnct 

forcibly  the  foot,  which  renders  the  peronens 

The  method  forthe  treatment  of  valgus,  which  longus  and  brevis  muscles  tense.    The  leg 

I  have  usually  adopted,  is  as  follows.    When  lying  on  its  inner  side,  the  outer  side  being 

the  contraction  of  the  muscles  is  rigid,  both  upwards,  you  then  with  the  forefinger  of  the 

in    congenital    and    non -congenital    cases,  leift  hand  feel  for  the  tendons  and  also  the 

section  must  be  had  recourse  to ;  at  least  I  fibula.     You  will  generally  find  the  tendons 

would  advise  it.     In  congenital  cases,  as  far  raised  above  the  level  of  the  fibula,  and  a 

as  my  observation  goes,  it  is  invariably  neces-  space  between  them  and  the  bone.      You 

sary,  although  the  deformity  may  be  slight,  then  introduce  a  sharp-pointed  knife  between 

and  the  foot  is  easily  brought  into  and  held  the  bone  and  tendons,  with  its  flat  surface  to 

in  position.     We  have  patients  now  standing  the  bone,  about  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two 

on  the  books,  in  whom,  from  a  few  weeks  Inches  above  the  joint,  to  about  half  an  inch 

after  birth,  the  most  careful  and  constant  in  depth,  t.  e.  beyond  the  external  edge  of 

medianical  means  were  adopted,   and  the  the  fibula,  or  as  far  as  your  judgment  will 

foot  during  the    time  these    means    were  direct  you ;   turn  the  knife  with  the  sharp 

applied  was  held  in  position ;  but  the  moment  edge  to  the  tendons,  and  cut  them  trans- 

the  feet  were  released  from  the  instrument  versely.     This  is  my  method  of  operating, 

the  deformity  returned :  even  after  a  period  of  and  the  one  which,  I  think,  you  will  find 

twelve  to  eighteen  months,  and  where  I  have  the  best.     You  can  adopt  a  plan  I  have 

since  divided  the  muscles  contracted,  viz.  sometimes  witnessed,  namely,  that  of  pass- 

the  peroneii  and  common  extensor  of  the  ing  the  knife  behind  the  tendon  and  cutting 

toes,    a  cure   of   the  deformity  has   very  from  within  outwards  upon  the  fibula ;  this 

quickly  followed,  and  all  tendency  to  con-  method,  however,  is  less  certain,  and  yon 

traction  has  subsided.     I  have  operated  on  a  run  the  same  risk  as  in  the  division  of  the 

child  five  weeks  old,  and  after  a  month's  posterior  tibial  tendon,  of  breaking  the  point 

treatment,  the  foot  did  not,  when  taken  out  of  the  knife  on  the  bone.     As  soon  as  the 

of  the  instrument,  return  to  its  malposition,  tendons  are  divided,  a  sudden  jerk  will  be 

Therefore  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  communicated  to  the  hand  of  the  assistant, 

to  the  mode  to  be  adopted.     The  operation  and  if  both  are  effectually  divided  a  double 

is  unattenAedvrith  pain,  or  comparatively  so,  jerk  will  be  felt,  the  one  following  the  other 

as  the  child  will  take  the  breast  immediately  immediately ;  especially  in  adult  cases.     In 

afterwards,  and  no  ill  consequences  are  to  be  infants  the  muscular  fibre  extends   much 

anticipated  with  the  most  ordinary  care  ;  lower,  and  this  distinct  sensation  is  not  felt, 

therefore  there  is  no  ailment  against  the  although  if  divided  a  sense  of  yielding  must 

propriety  of  operating.      After  yon   have  be  felt.     After  dividing  the  peroneus  longus 
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irciia  miuctei,  yon  proceed  to  diiide  the  deTormitj  hu  bera  allowed  to  exist  for 

itenwr  commnDU  digilonim   and  the  jean  without  any  attempt  having  beeo  made 

«ai  tertini,  which  is  done  in  the  follow-  to   relieie  it,  joD  will   God   erery    matcle 

laDner.      Let  the  patient  lie  onhii  back  auiToaadiag  the  joint  contncted.     The  to]. 

«,  and  let  the  auiitant  addact  the  foot  lowing  ii  an  instance : — A  patient,  \i  yean 

the   former   instance.      Introdnce   a  of  age,  wai  bom  with  thia  defonnjty  ia  both 

-poiotfd  knife  to  the  inner  aide  of  the  feet,  and  (boat  two  yean  since  wu  operated 

lorcoDimDuis,  joat  where  iCpasies  over  Dpon    and    treated     mechanically    wichont 

kle-joint ;  paai  itbeneaththeaetendoQi  relief.      Upon   examination,    the   feet    pre- 

le  peroneaa  tertins,  with  the  flat  sarface  aented  the  appeaianee  repreaented  in  fig.  2. 

3s  the  tendon  ;  as  soon  u  yon  have  in-  The  patient  was  totally  nnable  to  walk,  from 

.  the  knife  behind  the  whole  of  tfaem  itie  great  pain  occasoned  when  the  fiiet  weir 

the  tharp  edge  towarda  the  tendona,  sabjected  to  the  weight  of  the  body.      Upon 

■a  the  handle,  and  divide  them  :  from  atteapting  to  adduct  the  feet,  the  penmeii 

prominent  poaition  you  will  hare  no  and   coDimon   eitenaor  wer«    rendered   ex. 

ilty  in  feeling  them,  or  aacertaining  if  tremely  tenae  ;  upon  attempting  to  flei   the 

are   completely    divided.      Yon    then  foot,  the  tendo-Achillei  waii  alio  tense;  and 

B  piece  of  lint  on  the  pointa  of  punctare,  upon   an   attempt    to    depreaa    them,    tbe 

Ksnre  it  with  atrapping.     Bandage  the  anterior  tibial  and  extenaor  proprins-poUicii 

rom  the  toei  upwardi.     Let  tbe  foot  were   alio    tenae,    there  being  the  imalleat 

pt  at  reatin  the  horizontal  poaition  and  ponible  amount  of  motion  in  the  joint,  odiI 

the  method  of  treatment  of  tbe  other  that  of  an  unyielding  ehaiacter.     I  therefore 

I  have  tiefore  described.]  let  it  be  kept  propoaed  the  diviaion  of  the  tenilona  of  tbe 

;  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  daya  yon  whole  of  these  muscles  as  the  only  proapeei 

emove  the  bandage  and  atrapping,  and  of  relief,  which  waa   oaaented   to.      I  first 

rill  find   tbe    pnnctnre   healed.     Yon  divided  the  perODeos  longus  and  brevb,  then 

commence  the  mechanical  treatment,  the    eitensor  communis,    digitomm,    and 

coniiata  in  gradually  addncting  and  peronena    tertina,    afterwards   the   anterior 

aing  the  foot,  at  the  aame  time  that  tibial   and   extensor   proprius  poUicis,  and 

ipport  the  arch,  so  that  tbe  new  oniling  lastly  tbe  tendo- Achillea.    Lint  and  bandagn 

m  becomes  stretched  at  the  tame  time  were  applied,  and   ailnwed  to  remain   on  a 

ou  are  pressing  the  bones  of  the  foot  week,  the  patient  having  saffered  no  pain 

ig  the  arch  into  their  normal  position,  beyond  that  immediately  following  the  ope- 

e  found  a  splint,  eiteuding  from  t>e.  ration.     At  the  end  of  that  time  I  applied 

he    knee   to  the  inner   ankle,  with  a  ana  of  Scarpa's  aboea,  and  flexed  and  ex- 

;  attached  at  its  extremity,  to  extend  tended  the  foot  alternately  night  and  mam. 

igth  of  the  foot,  very  dsefnl,  the  spring  ing,  lo    that  the  uniting  medium  of  ew^ 

[  a  soft  pad  attached,  direetly  opposite  tendon  might  be  acted  upon,  the  foot  being 

ither  beneath  the  ox.scaphoidei.     The  adducted  the  whole  time.      At  the  end  al 

being    well    padded,    and    cardiiUy  three  weeks   the   motion  of  the  joint  was 

ged  on  the  leg  on  the  inner  aide,  then  restored  perfectly,  and  the  patient  poaaeaaed 

a  strap,   or  sdheaive  plaster,  round  tbe  power  of  flexing  and  extending  it  at  will. 

tremity  of  the  spring  and  the  anterior  Tiiis  case  is  of  great  interest,  aa  it  would 

0  of  tbe  foot,  gradually  tightening  it  appear  that  the  gaatroenemios  had  beeome 
Eh  aa  the  feelinga  of  the  patient  vrill  contracted  from  position,  the  feet  being  at 
of:  in  this  way  tbe  ankle  may  be  right  angles;  and  also,  that  the  meaas 
d  with  great  comfort  to  the  patient,  adopted  were  those  only  which  could  have 

1  pressure  and  connter- pressure  ore  aucceeded,  aa  the  division  of  one  withoBt  the 
led,  and  all  danger  of  slooghs  from  otheii  wonld  have  efTectually  prevented,  as 

pressure   avoided.      In  infants   you  in  fact  it  bad  done,  tbe  restoration  of   the 

id  it  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage,  feet  to  their  normal  position,  or  the  return 

in  aa  you  have  raised  the  ac^boid  bone,  of  the  motion  of  tbe  joint.     I   have  never 

islored  the  arch,  commence  tbe  flexion  seen   this   condition  in  the  inftnt  afflicted 

I  fbot  with  Scarpa's  ahoe,  and  when  with  thii  deformity,  and  can  account  for  this 

d  the  right  angle,  let  the  patient  have  a  addilioDsl  contraction  only  by  the  constantly 

'ith  a  cork  sole  and  a  snpport  attached,  maintained  poaition  at  right  aoglea.     Should 

t  be  may  be  enabled  to  take  eiarcisa,  you,  therefore,    meet  with  soch  a  caae,   I 

same  lime  that  the  ligamenta  of  the  would  adviae  yoar  adopting  a  aimilar  plan  of 

ire  gaining  strength.      In   the  most  tieatmeot. 

cases,  where  tbe  smterior  tiUal  muscle  The   time  occnpied  in  efiiseting  a  core 

contracted,  yon  will  find  it  neceasary  will  vary  according  to   the   extent   of    the 

ide  the  tendon  of  that  mascle  at  the  dispkcement  and  rigidity  you  may    have 

time,  in  the  manner  described   in  a  to   contesd    with.       In    infants    or    joong 

r   lecture ;    and    in   mere  congenital  children,  it  will  occupy   from  four   to    ail 

as  repnaented  in  fig-  2.  p-  36,  when  weeks ;   in  the  adolt  dcformitlBi,  however, 
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It  will   require   three   or  foar   monthi  of    defonDitj-,  ft  is  perbtps  Bl  well  to  uDiere  to 

carefbl   medtmlcal   trotmebt    before    tbc     them.      B;   tilipea  eqaiDO-nrnl   will  be 

bono  ve  broaght  into  tbeir  mtunU  rtlstive     nndentood  in  eleiitioD  of  the  beel  rram 

p«BtlM):  M  Kioii,  faowflver,  ti  this  ia  »e-     contractioD  of   the   gutrocneiniui,  ind  in- 

eonpUihed.  the  pitient  will  be  able  to  flex     TerBion  of  the  foot  from  contrsctioo  of  the 

■nd  eitead  the  footwitbthegreatestfreedom     interior  or  poaterior  tibial,   or  both;   the 

and  without   pain,  and  wi^  the  boot  and     patient  walking  on  tbe  onter   aad  inferior 

aapport  I  have  before  alluded  to,  will  walk     nufaceof  the  fifth metataraul  bone.     Infact 

with  great  ease  and  comfort.     That  of  the  p^^    ^ 

gravedigger  wu  ■  moat  lerere  caae  of  thta 

diatortioD  ;  prtviona  to  the  treatment  he  had 

in  one  foot  no  motion— in  the  other  no  arail- 

(ble   raotioa  of  the  joint  at    all,  and  waa 

Bltiroatel)'  eonpeiled  to  relinqniih  bia  era- 

ployment,  the  effort  of  walking  bnt  a  abort 

diatance  occuioning  greet  pain.  The  moment 

the  feet  were  reitored,  he  poMcsted  free 

motion  in  both  feet,  lliree  months,  howerer, 

after  treatment,  withoatan;  assignable  cauae 

(for  he  auffcred  acarcely  any  pain,  and  none 

the  latter  part  of  the  time),  he  was  attacked 

with  acnte  meningitis,  which  rendcrrd  it  ne-> 

(•eaaary  to  remove  tbe  apparatna.     Leeohe*, 

blislera,  and  cold  lotions,  were  applied,  and 

in  the  course  of 
le  be  ilowlf 
recorered.  'Ibe  cooTnleiTe  twitcbhiga  of  the 
mnsclee,  however,  remained  for  a  fortnight 
afterwards.  I  can  attribate  tbia  casnaltj 
only  to  bia  good  living,  and  leading  an  idle 
Dfe.    The  boy  waa  aulTering  neither  mentsDy 

nor  bodily  j  bnt  be  waa  in  fiict  highly  pleaaed  ^n  iUoMration  of  tanpei  eqiilno-Tanis  In  ita  teas 

at  hla  proapect  of  core.     He  left  tbe  chanty  aeiereform. 
completely  recoveied.      Dad  any  nupleaaont 

reratt  followed,  there  Is  bnt  little  doubt  that  I  see  no  diflierence  in  the  character  of  this 
it  would  have  been  aCtriboted  to  tlie  opera-  deformity  from  yarns,  excepting  in  degree, 
tion,  and  any  casualty  occurring,  which  la  Talipes  Tama  being  congenital  and  non- 
common  to  all  Ofierations  and  treatment  of  congenital ;  talipes  eqnino.vami  hsa  this 
every  disease,  would,  na  you  moat  perceive,  diatinction  alao — tbe  aame  musclei  are  con- 

rrejudice  the  charity  in  its  early  exiatence.  tracted.       The  same    treatment    ii    neces- 

[  will  be  neceasary  for  the  patient  to  wear  a  sary,   an  tint  It  is  oseless  to  enter  more 

support   for  at  least  twelve  months,  or  at  fully  into  the  description  of  this  deformity, 

least  until  tbe  arch  of  the  foot  ia  maintained  Talipes    equino- valgus,    however,    presents 

when  subjected  to  the  weight  of  the  body,  this   difference — that  in  Irut  talipes  valgus 

Let  him  never  be  witbont  the  support  at  you  find  no  contreclionof  thegaatrocnemioa 

night  for  some  time,    roilowing  tbe  actire  muscle  in  inlants,   although  it  becomes  so 

trTAtment,  ss  the  more  conatantly  and  an-  from  position  ;  in  talipea  eqnino-f  algna  yon 

intermptedly  the  bones  are  kept  in  appoaition  havetbecontraction  of  this  muscle  ;  ao  that  it 

tbe   more   apeedy   and  certain  will  be   tbe  contiata  In  the  elevation  of  the  hsel  or  con- 

nltimate  recovery.     Yon  cannot  be  too  par-  traction    at   right   aoglea,  combined  with  a 

tlcuUr  about  thia  point,  aa  by  any  neglect  sbiking  of  the  arch  and  more  or  leaa  ever- 

rither  on  tbe  part  of  the  attendant  or  on  sion  of  tbe  foot ;  yon  have  tbe  same  anato- 

tbat  of  tbe  patient  or  friends,  b  relspae  will  mical   condition  of  the  bonea  of  the  foot — 

certainly  be  the  eonseqaence.  thia  deformity  ia  non-congenital,     Tbe  caoae 

1  mnat  now  call  yonr  attention  to  thoat  of  lalipei   equino-valgna  is  irritation  and 

deformitie*  which  are  considered  to  be  of  a  disease  of  the  brainor  apinal  chord,  prodac- 

compoond  nature,  and  which  ai%  derived  from  log  paralysis  oftheanteriorand  perhaps  the 

■  nnioD  aa  it  were  of  talipes  eqmnns  witb  posterior  tibial  muscles ;  tbe  cause  ia  gene- 

either  talipef  yama  or  talipes  nlgoa,  utd  are  rally  attribnted  to  the  irritation  of  teething. 

designated  by  tbe  respediM  tenna  of  tolipea  The  heel  Is  seldom   elevated  beyond  a  right 

cqaino-vams,  or  talipes  eqaino-valgos.      I  angle  ;  tbe  arch  of  the  foot  is  gone,  anS  the 

do  not  myaeVaee  tbe  neceasity  for  multiply-  peroneii  (longns,  brevia,   and   tertins,)  aa 

ing  terma  ;  hut  aait  boa  been  doneby  otbora  well  aa  Che  common  eitenaor,  will  be  found 

to  distinguish    the  varioua   forms  of   tbe  contracted  ;     the   anterior  itortion  of  the 
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Ad  illustration  of  talipes  equiuo-valgrns. 

foot  everted,  and  the  patient  walking  on  the 
inner  edge  of  the  foot,  but  more  especially 
on  its  anterior  surface  on  the  ball  of  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  great  toe,  producing,    as  the 
patient  throws  the  weight  of  the  body  on 
the   foot  in  walking,  a  great  and  constant 
strain  on   the   internal    lateral    ligaments, 
which  at  times  is  so  weakened  and  elongated  as 
almost  to  allow  the  astragalus  to  fall  out  of 
it,  which,  if  the  articular  cavity  admitted  of  it, 
would  unquestionably  take  place :    the  ex- 
ternal lateral  ligaments  become  proportion- 
ably  contracted,   and     offer  more  or  less 
resistance  to  the  restoration  of  the  foot  to 
its  right  position  :  here,  as  in  valgus,  where 
this  extreme  condition  of  parts  exists,  the 
degre  of  obliquity  of  the  astragalus  renders 
the  ankle  capable  of  but  very  little  motion  ; 
most  frequently  you  will  find  paralysis  of  the 
anterior  tibial  miucle  to  exist.    Occasionally , 
however,  as  in  all  cases  where  paralysis  has 
been  the  primary  cause,  you  find  a  partial 
restoration  of  the  functions  of  the  muscle  ; 
there  will  be  also  more  or  less  atrophy  of 
the  limb,  and  a  reduced  nervous  vitality  of 
the  skio,  as  well  as  other  tissues.     We  now 
come  to  the 

Treatment. — If  there  is  decided  contrac- 
tion, and  the  foot  cannot  be  completely  ad- 
ducted  by  the  band,  you  must  have  recourse 
to  the  division  of  the  tendons. — the  mode  of 
doing  which,  and  the  precautions  necessary 
to  be  observed,  I  have  previously  fully  de- 
tailed  to  you.  It  will  be  better  to  divide  the 
whole  of  the  tendons  at  one  operation  ;  and, 
after  the  punctures  are  healed,  to  proceed 
slowly  with  the  mechanical  treatment ;  first 
directing  your  attention  to  the  adduction  of 
the  foot,  and  eii tension  of  the  new  connecting 
matter  of  the  divided  tendons  :  after  this  is 


accomplished,  proceed  with  the  flexion  of  the 
foot,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  brought  into  the 
flexed  and  adducted  position,  let  the  patient 
have  a  boot  with  a  support  attached   on  the 
outside  of  the  leg,  with  a  strap  passing  over 
the  ankle,  to  hold  the  foot  in  position  during 
the  time  the  lateral  ligaments  are  gaining 
strength ;  you  will  also  require  the  raised 
cork  in  the  sole  to  support  the  arch  of  the 
foot.     If  the  originally  paralysed  muscles 
have  recovered  their  power  of  action,  you 
may     anticipate     a     perfect      restoration 
eventually,  if  proper  attention  he  given  to 
keeping  the  foot  in  position.     If,  on  the  con- 
trary, paralysis  of  the  anterior  tibial  muscle 
still  exists,  you  can  do  no  more  than  remove 
the  deformity,  and  rest  satisfied  with  the  ar- 
tificial  support.      The    ligaments    in    this 
instance  will  contract,   and  hold  the  foot  in 
the  proper  position,  so  that  the  patient  will 
be  enabled  at  times  to  walk  tolerably  well  in 
a  common  boot.        In  a  case  I  oi)erated  upon 
18   months  since,  of  a  young  gentleman, 
10  years  of  age,  paralysis  of  the  anterior 
tibia  muscle  existed  and  still  exists  ;  there 
was  an  extreme  relaxation,  a  looseness  of  the 
joint,  especially  on  the   internal   side,   ap- 
pearing  as  if  the  internal  lateral  ligament 
was  altogether  absent.      The  peroneii,  the 
common  extensor,  and   the  tendo-Achilles, 
were  divided  ;  which,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
both  at  the  time   of  the  operation  and  for 
some  time  afterward,  increased  the  weakness. 
At  the  end  of  twelve  months,  by  continued 
attention  to  position,  the   foot  presented  a 
natural  appearance  ;  all  trace  of  deformity 
ceased  to  exist ;  and  he  was  able  to  walk 
without  any  support,  at  the  same  time  feeling 
a  sense  of  weakness  ;  in  the  after  part  of  the 
day  he  wore  a  shoe  or  boot,  from  wMch  he 
experienced  no  inconvenience.    There  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  if  he  were  to  omit  the 
support  altogether,  the  deformity  would  re- 
turn, as  the  balance  of  power  could  not  be 
maintained   except    by    artificial    support; 
you  cannot,  therefore,  pay  too  much  attention 
to  this  point. 

Although  I  have  described  /rtf«  talipes 
valgus  as  existing  without  contraction  of 
the  gastrocnemius,  and  talipes  equinu* 
valgus  as  being  thus  distinguished  from  it, 
yet  I  must  not  have  you  regard  this  as 
an  absolute  rule,  for  in  the  most  severe 
cases  of  true  talipes  valgus,  where  there  is 
none  or  very  little  motion  in  the  joint,  the 
gastrocnemius  has  appeared  to  me  to  be 
slightly  contracted,  and  the  case  detailed  was 
so ;  not  sufllciently,  excepting  in  the  case 
mentioned,  to  warrant  a  division  of  the  ten- 
don, but  sufficiently  so  to  prevent  the  full 
amount  of  flexion.  Should  you  find  it  con- 
tracted sufficiently  to  prevent  the  foot  being 
fixed  beyond  a  right  angle,  I  would  advise 
division  of  the  tendon  ;  but  in  adult  cases  not 
until  after  the  adduction  of  the  foot  is  ac- 
complished. 
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ON  THE  licjuor   iK>tass(e;  the    two   were  well 

^^„.,,^,^^,  ^«  OTTO  r^Pi  Tc  stirred    and    beaten    together;    they 

TRANSFORMATION  OF  PUS  CELLS  fomicd  a  transparent,  grelnish-looking. 

INTO  A  MUCOUS  OR  FIBROUS  ^^^^^^  matenal,  the   whole  of  which 

TISSUE.  was  suspended  on  the  blade  of  a  pen- 

Bv  William  Addison,  F.L.S.  ^f^'    This  Pl^^^>^,"^f.tf ^^^^^ 

fibrous    tissue,  had  the  same  Tisible 

[Vide  page  727  of  test  voLj  character  and  mechanical  properties  as 

—  that  resulting  from  the  mixture  of  po- 

T   ;^T         I  %y.  *„.i;^..  tass  with  pus  from  an  abscess  in  the 

I.  ^„rmal^u^r^lwH.  ^^.^^^ .  ^J^^^^  experiment,  before  re- 

The  experiments  related  in  the  former  lated  were  repeated  with  it.  There 
parts  of  this  memoir  were  chiefly  de-  were,  however,  some  slight  differences : 
signed  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  for  example,  the  plastic  material  iii  this 
facts  upon  which  my  views  of  the  mode  case  having  been  allowed  to  remain  in 
in  which  the  colourless  cells  of  the  the  cup  for  three  days,  was  found  at 
blood  administer  to  the  formation  of  the  the  end  of  that  period  to  have  under- 
tissues  and  the  secretions,  are  based,  eone  a  separation  into  an  opaque,  jelly- 
out  of  the  domain  of  the  microscope,  like,  trembling,  and  fibrous  clot,  and  a 
and  of  placing  them  as  far  as  possible  yellowish  limpid  fluid,  having  expe- 
within  tne  reach  of  all  who  feel  an  inte-  rienced  a  change  analogous  to  that  by 
rest  in  their  truth.  which  the  serum  separates  from  a  coagu- 

I  have  long  been  in  the  habit  of  com-  lum  of  blood* .  The  clot  was  of  a  yellow- 
paring  what  I  see  through  an  object-  ish-brown  colour,  and  although  more 
glass  of  high  power,  with  what  I  can  easily  torn  than  the  plastic  mucus  from 
see    by  the  naked  eye,  or  through  a  which   it  came,  yet  it  still  presented 
common,  or  a  Coddington,  lens,  and  1  evident  marks  of  a  fibrous  structure, 
find  that  habit  improves  the  perception  The  clot  was  now  broken  up,  and  the 
wonderfully :  thus,  the  fibrous  tissue  of  fragments  were  thrown  into  a  jar  of 
the  saJiva  (Exp.  7»  ante ;  vide  p.  691  of  clear  pump  water  ;  in  four  or  five  hours 
the  last  volume  of  the  Gazette)  may  be  all  colour  had  departed  from  them ;  they 
readily  seen  by  the  naked  eye,  and  in  a  had  swelled  a  little,  and  become  of  a 
proper  light,  glistening  like  tendon ;  pure  and  beautiful  ivory  white,  semi- 
it  is  admirably  shewn  with  a  Codding-  translucent  at  the  edges.    A  portion  of 
ton  lens ;  the  epithelial  scales,  and  the  this  white  matter,  resembling  blanc- 
saliva   cells,   are   readily  seen    lying  mange,  was  taken  from  the  water  and 
among  the  fibres.    The  colourless  cells  placed  in  strong  acetic  acid ;    it  soon 
of  the  buffy  coat    of  the  blood    are  became    whiter,     harder,    and    more 
readily  distinguished,  and  were  first  friable  (No.  1).    Another  portion,)  im- 
seen  by  me  through  a  Coddington  lens :  mersed  in  liquor  potassee,  soon  became 
the  fibrillation  or  the  fibrine  may  also  more    transparent,  more   elastic,    and 
be  seen  through  this  simple  magnifier ;  mucus-like  (No  2).    On  adding  a  little 
and  so,  indeed,  may  the  dissolution  of  water  to  No.  1,  and  applying  heat,  the 
pus-cells  in  liquor  potassee,  and  several  fragments  of  white  matter  shrivelled  up, 
other  of  the  facts  I  have  related  ;  lastly,  became  hard,  tubercle-like,  and  very 
the  adhesion  of  the  colourless  cells  to  friable:  they  were  not  dissolved  (No.  3). 
the  tissue  in  the  web  of  the  frog's  foot  On    adding  a  little  water  to   No.  2, 
reouires  only  a  magnifying  power  of  and  applying  heat,  the  fragments  of 
150  diameters  linear;  hence,  therefore,  white  matter  were  redissolvcd  into  a 
those  persons  who  do  not  possess  a  mi-  transparent,  elastic,   white-of-egg-like 
croscope,  or  who  possess  one  of  only  matter  (No.  4).    On  adding  acetic  acid 
moderate  pretensions,  have  it  in  their  to  the  white-of-egg-like  matter,  No.  4, 
power   to  form  a  judgment   on    the  it  became  fibrous,  white,  and  opaque, 
question,  whether  or  not  I  have  been  forming  at  first  a  delicate  membranous 
confounding  facts  with  inferences,  or  expansion,  which,  on  briskly  stirring 
visible  things  with  speculations.  the  fluid,  was   broken  up  into  white 

Exp.  10. — One-third  of  a  cupful  of  flakes  or  clots.    These  results  appear 

muco-purulent   expectoration   from   a  to    me  to   shew    that   the  mucus   or 

patient  in  consumption,  thick,  white,  plastic  matter   expectorated  from  the 

opaque,  and  very   stringy  or  elastic,       .  vid.  Mbo.cal  Ga»tt.,  Vol.  i.lg«,.»i. 
was    mingled    with    half  its  bulk  of    n.471. 


'  ""d  [fip^f  -.."^e   been 
*"*  of  .1,'  "^"leh    a»». 
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lion— and  whether  we  interpret    the  the  ^lass  was  afterwards  laid  in  a  dilute 

phenomena  of  nutrition  from  tiie  blood  acetic  acid ;   the  plastic  matter  then 

to  the  secretions,  or  from  the  secretions  became  white  and  opaque,  and  its  elas- 

to  the  blood,  we  arrive  at  the  same  ticity  was  in  a  great  degree  destroyed, 

result — that  the  secretions,  the  organs  After  this  operation,  it  was  scraped  off 

of  secretion,  and  the  blood,  are  three  the  elasa  into  water.    In  this  manner, 

marked  and  recoenised  stages  of  cell-  membranes,  some  of  the  utmost  degree 

transformation.     Why  cells  in  one  por-  of  thinness  and  transparency,  others  of 

tion  of  the  organism  should  become  a    thick,    leathery    consistence,   were 

bile,  in  another  saliva,  and  in  a  third  formed.    The  plastic  matter,  on  being 

milk,  can  only  be  answered  by  answer-  submitted  to  the  acid   in    lumps    of 

ing  the  questions,  why  cells  in  one  various  sizes,  was  changed   into    an 

portion  of  a  flower  are  ffreen,  in  ano-  opaque,  white,  friable  substance,  re- 

ther  red,  and  in  a  third  blue  ;  or  why  sembling    tubercle — as,    indeed,   were 

cells  in  one  portion  of  a  fruit — a  peach,  the  membranes,  after  a  few  hours'  im- 

for   example — form    the    kernel    and  mersion  either  in  the  weak  acid  or  in 

prussic  acid,  in  another  the  stone  and  water. 

gallic  acid,  and  in  a  third  the  fleshy  £xp.  12. — Ten  drops  of  pus,  weigh- 

pulp  and  sugar.  in£[  8  ^ains,  and.  ten  .drops  of  water, 

Lsslly,    From    the   active    motions  weighing  6  grains,  were  well  mingled 

visible  in  the  interior  of  the  cells  of  the  together,  ana  then  three  drops  of  liquor 

blood,  of  mucus,  and  of  pus,  it  appears  potassae,  weighing  2^  grains,  added, 

that  every  molecule  essential  to  a  living  The  plastic  mucus  resulting  weighed 

function  has  a  vital  power  superadded  16i  grains ;   it  was  readily  suspended 

to  its  material  form ;   that  it  is  alone,  on  the  point  of  a  needle.    On  immers- 

and    capable    of  independent    move-  ing  it  m  strong  acetic  acid,  it  became 

ments ;  every  molecule  being  alive,  it  opaque,  white,  and  tubercle-like ;  in  a 

follows  that  every  cell  containing  them  few  minutes  it  was  taken  from  the  acid, 

is  a  living  object,  and  every  cell  being  washed   in    water,    and   rolled    upon 

alive,  every  organ  is  alive ;  and  if  every  blotting-paper  until  it  ceased  to  wet  the 

organ,  then  the  whole  organism :  where-  paper.    It  now  weighed  8  grains,  the 

fore    the    conclusion,  Uiat   the    vital  weight  of  the  pus  used.    But  moisture 

power  of  the  body  is  an  aggregate  still  continued  slowly  oozing  from  it, 

power,    susceptible    of  increase    and  like  serum  from  a  clot  of  blood,  and  at 

diminution,  and  entirely  distinct  from  the  end  of  half  an  hour  it  weighed  only 

the  person  from  whom    issueth    the  6  grains,  at  the  end  of  an  hour  5  grains, 

will*.  and  at  the  expiration  of  four  hours  it 

II.  Abno,-mat  Nulrition.-Tubercht.  ;!f/&f:5n'n^'';^'?lT'^  ^^  ^  n  u'f 

_,,,-,                  ,              ...  Without  Sticking  to  the  fingers.    It  had 

Exp.   11.— Opaque   and  cream-like  all  the  microscopical  characters  of  a 

pus  was  taken  from  a  chronic  abscess ;  tubercle. 

some  portions  were  mingled  with  a  few  Exp.  *1 3.— Opaque  and  cream-like 
drops  of  hquor  potassap,  and  other  por-  pug^  a  very  short  time  after  withdrawal, 
tions  were  mingled  with  equal,  double,  ^as  mingled  with  equal  and  double 
or  treble  quantities  of  water,  and  then  quantities  of  blood-serum,  and  then 
mixed  with  variable  amounts  of  liquor  treated  with  small  proportions  of  liquor 
potassae.  The  plastic  material,  or  potass®.  The  same  kind  of  plastic 
mucus  resulting,  was  m  some  instances  material,  or  transparent  mucus,  resulted 
perfectly  transparent ;  m  others,  opaque  as  when  water  was  used,  and  the  same 
m  variable  degrees,  according  to  the  kindsofmembrane  and  opaque  tubercle- 
varying  proportions  of  pus,  water,  and  like  matter  were  produced  by  the  action 
liquor  potassee.     The  plastic   matter  of  the  acid. 

could,  with  a  little  care,  be  spread  out  Exp.  14.— Ten  drops  of  pus  weighing 

into  transparent  films  of  any  degree  eight  grains   were  mingled  with  ten 

of  thinness,  but  it  was  so  extraordi-  drops  of  blood-serum  weighing  eight 

narily  elastic  that  when  left  to  itself  and  a  half  grains,  and  then  the  mixture 

It  contracted  again  into  a  lump.  was  treated  with  three  drops  of  liquor 

A  piece  of  glass,  four  inches  square,  potassee  weighing   two  grains.      The 

was  procured,  and  the  plastic  material  transparent  plastic  material  resulting 

spread  upon  it  with  the  edge  of  a  card  .  was  suspended  on  the  point  of  a  needle. 

*  Vide  9d  Series  of  Reiemrcbes,  Sect.  III.  It  was  placed  in  strong  acetic  acid,  and 


72        MR.  ADDISON  ON  THE  TRANSFORMATION  OP  PUS  CELLS. 


after  a  few  minntes,  when  it  had  become 
quite  white  and  opaque,  it  waB  taken 
out,  washed  well  in  water,  and  rolled  in 
blotting  paper  to  remove  all  moisture ; 
its  weight  was  then  fourteen  and  a 
half  grains:  moisture  continued  exud- 
ing, and  at  the  end  of  three  hours  it 
weighed  ten  grains.  A  small  portion 
examined  by  the  microscope  (linear 
power  300,)  exhibited  numerous  pus- 
cells  still  entire,  amorphous  granular 
matter,  and  myriads  of  molecules;  it 
had  .the  physical  properties,  visible 
appearance,  and  microscopical  cha- 
racter,  of  pulmonary  tubercles. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  whole  of 
the  water  and  serum  used  in  these  ex- 
periments became  worked  up  with  the 
liquor  potass®  into  transparent  mucus ; 
not  a  particle  of  uncombined  fluid  re- 
mainea  in  the  watch-glass*. 

It  is  also  worthyof  remark  that  when 
water  w^as  used,  the  first  weight  of  the 
tubercle-like  mass  was  the  weight  of 
the  pus  used  (eight  grains,  Exp.  12), 
but  when  serum  was  employed,  the 
weight  of  the  white  and  brittle  mass 
was  the  weight  of  the  pus  +  the  weight 
of  the  albuminous  clement  of  the  serum 
(viz.  fourteen  and  a  half  grains.) 

These  experiments  appear  to  me  to 
substantiate,  by  a  difiereut  line  of  inves- 
tigation, the  conclusions  drawn  from 
the  results  of  the  first  series  of  my  Re- 
searches, and  to  shew  that  tubercles 
have  a  relation  to  abnormal,  inactive, 
or  dead  colourless  blood,  or  pus-cells, 
identical  with  that  which  mucus, 
fibrous  tissue,  and  the  secretions,  have 
to  the  normal,  active,  and  living  cells. 
Blood- eel  Is  form  spontaneously  a  very 
strong  elastic  tissue  in  the  buffy  coat — 
they  form  a  very  plastic  mucus  when 
treated  with  a  little  alkali,  which  is 
converted  into  tubercular  matter  by  a 
weak  acid.  Pus-cells  have  not  the 
power  of  spontaneous  transformation, 
out  (hey  form  a  characteristic  mucous 
or  fibrous  tissue  when  treated  with  an 
alkali,  which  becomes  changed  into 
tubercle  on  the  addition  of  a  weak  acid. 
We  cannot  re-transform  tubercles  into 
mucusf  nor  mucus  into  pus.  But 
beginning  with  the  living  celU  of  blood 
or  pus,  we  may  produce  artificially 
some  of  the  products  of  their  transfor- 
mation, viz.  a  fibrous  tissue,  mucus, 
and  tubercle. 

All  the  various  forms  of  cells  found 
in  the  healthy  and  morbid  tissues  and 

«  vide  Bxp.  5,  p.  <i9l,  mite, 
t  Viilr  Exp.  4,  p.  f.90,  nnte. 
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aecretions  appear  to  me  to  be  colourless  OBSERVATIONS  ON  SYPHILIS ; 

blood-cells  m  some  or  other  of  their 

stHges  of  transformation,  and  beyond  trbatment  of  thb  pbimary  soaB. 

the  colourless  cell  of  the  blood,  which  g^  Thomas  Babtlett   Esa 

has  active  molecules  within  it,  I  believe  *.«.*•  o            ...^L 

no  cell  to  be  formed  otherwise  than  A»«rtant  Surgeon,  44tb  Reg. 

perhaps  by  the  passing  of  two  cells  into  {For  the  London  Medical  Gazette,) 

one,  or  the  division  of  one  cell  into  two,  ^____ 
an  event  which  may  occur  during  their 

structural  transformations.    I  certainly  Prior    to    the    publication    of   John 

have  never  seen  the  slightest  disposi-  Hunter's  treatise,  there  does  not  appear 

tion  to  the  formation  of  cells,  in  any  to  have  been  any  correct  idea  of  the 

blood-plasma,  lymph,  blastema,  exuda-  laws  which  regulate  the  Venereal  Dis- 

tion,    organizable    fluid,    effusion,    or  ease,    and    in    consequence,    no   just 

liquor  sanguinis,  that  I  have  examined,  views    of   its   treatment.     Thus,    all 

On  the  other  hand  I  have  repeatedly  modem  knowledge  of  this  disease  has 

seen  blood-cells,  pus-cells,  mucus-cells,  for  its  basis,  the  facts  which  Hunter 

and  cells  in  lymph,  rupture,  discharge  collected,  and  his  reasoning  upon  them, 

myriads  of  active  molecules,  and  thus  But,  if  the  older  writers  did  not  suf- 

form  a  mucous  or  fibrous  tissue,  leaving  ficiently  generalize,  doubtless  owing  to 

their  intefi;ument  in  the  form  of  an  their  minds  shrinking  from  so  great  a 

altered  cell  upon  the  field  of  the  mi*  task  as  the  attempt  to  bring  under  the 

croscope.*  action  of  one  general  law  the  discor- 

The  question  what  are  the  stages  or  dant  materials — as  much    fallacy    as 

the  forms  of  matter  between  the  food  truth  —  which  then    constituted    the 

and  the  blood-cells,  is  not  now  the  knowledge  of  this  disease ;  it  must,  on 

subject  of  discussion.    If  we  take  the  the  other  hand,bc  admitted  that  Hunter 

colourless-cell  circulating  in  the  blood  erred  in  the  opposite  extreme.    And 

as  the  point  of  departure,  then  two  the  fir^t  wrong  direction  which   his 

distinct  lines  of  investigation  lie  open  powerful  mind  took  in  the  considera- 

before  us;  the  one,  leading  from  this  tion  of  this  subject,  appears  to   have 

cell  back  to  the  food;  the  other,  con-  been  his  having  believed  it  almost  im- 

ducting  us  from  it  to  the  secretions,  possible  for  the   first    chancre  of   a 

The  former  must  include  the  law  of  contagion   to    be    cured    without   its 

nutrition  from  the  food  to  the  blood-  affecting  the  constitution.  This  opinion 

cells ;  the  latter  the  law  of  nutrition  we  gather  from  the  following  passage 

from  the  blood-cells  to  the  secretions,  in  the  7th  Section,  Chapter  3d  of  the 

It  is  to  the  last  of  these  laws,  or  5th  Part.    "In  every  case  of  a  chancre, 

rather    to  the    latter  portion   of  the  let  it  be  ever  so  slight,  mercury  should 

general  law  of  nutrition,  that  my  re-  be  given  internall v ;  even  in  those  cases 

searches  have  been  chiefly  directed,  where  they  were  destroyed  on  their  first 

and  this  portion  it  appears  to  me  may  appearance.    It  should  in  all  cases  be 

be  thus  shortly  expressed.  given  the  whole  time  of  the  cure,  and 

Colourless-cells,  isolated,  free,  and  in  continued  for  some  time  after  the 
motion  in  a  fluid,  become  stationary  chancres  are  healed  ;  for  as  there  are 
and  linked  together  by  a  plastic  element  l>erhaps  few  chancres  without  absorp- 
and  fibres;  thew  grow,  reach  a  free  tionof  the  matter,  it  becomes  absolutely 
surface,  discharge  their  contents,  and  necessary  to  give  mercury  to  act  inter- 
are  eliminated.  nally,  in  order  to  hinder  the  venereal 

In  the  preceding  synoptical  table  I  disposition  from  forming."  It  is  the  more 

have  attempted  to  embody  my  theory  of  worthy  of  remark,  his  not  having  had 

nutrition,  and  to  exhibit  the  relation  any  doubt  of  the  soundness  of  this 

between    the    healthy    transformable  doctrine,  as  we  find  this  sentence  in  the 

blood-cells  and  tissue  and  mucus ;  and  same  section.  ''  In  the  cure  of  chancres 

between  the  unhealthy  untransformable  T    have   sometimes   seen,   when   the 

or  degraded  pus-cells  and  tubercles.  original  chancre  has  been  doing  well, 

Your  obedient  servant,  and  probably  nearly  cured,  that  new 

William  Addison.  ones  nave  broken  out  upon  the  prepuce, 

Great  Malvern,  October  9,  IS44.  near  to  the  first,  and  have  put  on  all  the 

. _  appearance  of  a  chancre,  but  such  I 

•  Vide  Provincial  Med.  and  Surp.  Journal,  Jl»ve  always  treated  as  not  venereal." 

Jane  5, 1844,  There  can  scarcely  be  any  difference  of 
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opinion  now  as  to  the  new  chancres  then  take  place,  by  which  treatment  it 

having  had  not  only  the  appearance  would  be  impossible  for  the  secondary 

but  every  other  property  of  the  original,  symptoms  to  arise ;  unless,  indeed,  the 

As  Hunter  allows  that  mercury  does  healing  of  the  primary  sores  had  been 

not  prevent  the  origin  of  fresh  venereal  neglected  P 

infection,  it  appears  strange  that  he  Since  Hunter's  time,  the  army  sur- 
did  not  see  the  possibility  of  his  new  geons,  under  the  guidance  and  direction 
chancres  being  venereal.  His  words  of  Sir  James  M*6rigor,  the  Director 
are,  "  Mercury,  prior  to  the  action,  will  General,  have  not  been  slow  to  turn  to 
not  remove  the  disposition,  and  of  account,  in  the  investigation  of  this 
course  will  not  hinder  the  action  coming  disease,  the  great  field  of  knowledge 
on  afterwards."  We  can  scarcely  doubt  which  their  profession  afforded  them, 
that  in  his  extended  practice  some  of  And,  as  their  views  did  not  coincide 
these  new  chancres  were  not  healed  with  those  generally  entertained,  it  was 
until  after  the  effects  of  the  mercury  in  fortunate  that  the  result  of  their  ex- 
the  system  had  gone  off,  as  Hunter  perience  was  given  to  the  world  under 
must  always  have  given  mercury  at  the  the  sanction  of  the  head  of  their  depart- 
very  commencement  of  the  primary  ment,  as  his  name  could  not  fail  to 
sore,  as  he  believed  that  absorption  carry  such  weight  with  it  in  matter  of 
takes  place  early  in  the  disease,  and  as  science  as  to  cause  a  doubt  in  the 
in  many  cases  the  mercury  must  have  minds  of  all  as  to  the  correctness  of 
delayed  the  cure.  From  this  we  may  their  opinions.  But  even  with  this  ad- 
learn  that  no  powers  of  mind  can  vantage,  the  treatment  of  syphilis 
obviate  the  necessity  of  each  circum-  adopted  in  the  army  has  not  become  so 
stance  that  goes  to  make  up  a  link  in  general  as  might  have  been  anticipated, 
the  chain  of  thought  in  the  inductive  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  respect 
philosophy,  being  thoroughly  sub-  entertained  for  all  the  axioms  of  John 
stantiated,  before  it  is  admitted  as  a  Hunter,  and  also,  in  no  small  de^e,  to 
fact.  By  how  many  years  has  our  the  circumstance  of  civil  practitioners 
knowledge  of  the  venereal  disease  been  not  being  able  to  trace  the  medical 
retarded  oy  this  unfortunate  oversight  history  of  the  patients  after  the  imme- 
of  John  Hunter?  And  how  many  diate  treatment  is  concluded.  From 
miserable  people  would  have  saved  this  it  follows  that  surgeons  in  civil 
their  noses  and  their  palates  which  life  cannot  fully  appreciate  the  accuracy 
have  been  lost  to  them  by  the  general  of  Army  Medical  Reports  resulting 
belief  in  the  truth  of  his  theory?  from  the  admirable  system  of  placing 


symi 
quid 

takinff  place  at  its  early  stages  ?    Is  it  to  perfection  by  Sir  James  M'Grigor. 

not,  therefore,  requisite  that  a  primary  With  reference  to  the  practical  point,  it 

sore  should  have  existed  some  time  may  suffice   to  mention,  that  as  the 

before  the  lues  venerea  of  John  Hunter  chief  indication  in  the  Hunterian  treRt- 

can  arise,  unless  where  there  is  some  ment  of  primary  syphilitic  sores  is  to 

great  peculiarity  of  constitution  ?  And  secure  the  system  against  the  effects  of 

does  It  not  follow  that  the  greater  pre-  the  absorption  of  the  venereal  virus,  so 

valence  of  the  secondary   symptoms  the  army  treatment  of  these  sores,  in 

when  mercury  has  been  given  for  the  the  present  day,  is  to  skin  them  over  as 

cure  of  the  primary  sore,  and  imme-  quicicly  as  possible,  without  mercuralis- 

dlately  on  its  appearance,  is  owing  to  ine  the  system, 
its  exhibition  before  absorption  has       In  the  non-mercurial  treatment  of 

taken  place,  and  while  the  disease  is  chancres,   it  is  highly   important^  to 

purely  local  ?    So  that  the  venereal  ascertain  the  readiest  means  of  healing 

virus  is  absorbed  into  the  constitution,  them,  as  the  chances  of  absorption  are 

when  all  danger  of  such  a  contingency  increased  in  an  exact  ratio  to  their 

is  for^tten,   owing  to  a  premature  duration.    On  a  careful  consideration 

salivation.    Assuming,  then,  the  pru-  of  this  point,  it  occuired  to  me  that  as 

dence  of  giving    mercury   for   local  blackwash  was  a  good  application,  its 

▼enereal  auctions,  would  it  not  be  more  active  ingredient  would  probably  cause 

judicious  to  delay  its  exhibition  until  them  to  heal  quicklj^ ;  and  having  the 

the  primary  sores  have  healed,  as  we  eood  fortune  at  this  time  to  have  a 

may  be  certain  that  no  absorption  can  large  field  of  observation,  owing  to  my 
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being  in  medical  charge  of  the  5l8t  two.    One  was  the  case  of  a  private 
Light  Infantry,  in  consequence  of  the  soldier,    in  whom   sloughing  of  the 
absence  on  leave  of  Surgeon  Miller,  I  put  cellular  membrane  of  the  prepuce  came 
it  into  practice,  and  have  never  departed  on,    when   this    treatment    was   dis- 
from  it  since.    The  manner  in  which  continued,  and  warm  fomentations  and 
I  usedit  was  the  following.  I  applied  a  poultices  substituted  for  a  time,  after 
dry  stick  of  lunar  caustic  lightly  over  which  the  former  method  was  adopted, 
the  whole  surface  of  the  chancre,  and  and  the  sore  healed  kindly,  the  cure 
then  dry  lint;  on  the  fidling  off  of  the  having  been  delayed  about  a  week, 
slough,  which  sometimes  takes  place  This  man  was  of  a  weakly  habit,  and 
in  &  hours,  but  more  generally  in  48,  had  a  very  sickly  appearance — he  was 
dry  calomel  was  carefully  sprinkled  only  temporarily  under  my  care.    The 
over  everv  part  of  the  sore  previously  second  case  was  that  of  an  officer  who 
well  washed ;  after  which  a  strip  of  had  neglected  to  follow  the  directions 
lint  sufficiently  long  to  surround  the  given  to  him,  and  had  reported  to  me 
penis  was  applied  after  it  had  been  the  chancre  as  cured,  while  a  sinus  was 
wetted  with  cold  water.    The  further  running  down  his  penis,  which  con- 
treatment  consisted  in  applying  calomel  tinned  for  some  time,  until  accidentally 
and  wet  Hnt  once  a  day  m  this  way,  after  discovered,  when  the  treatment  was 
the  sore  had  been  thoroughlv  cleansed  begun  de  novo ;  greater  attention  was 
from  all  the  discharge  bv  inke-warm  enforced,  and  the  sore  healed  quickly, 
water.    When  there  is  a  short  prepuce,  considering  its  depth,  but  not  before 
strips  of  sticking  plaister  are  required  secondary  symptoms  had  come  on  in 
to  approximate  itsextremities  to  p)*event  the  shape  of  squamous  eruptions,  pains 
the  lint  falling  ofL     Whenever   the  in8hins,anduicerBin  the  tonsils,  which 
chancre  affects   any   portion   of  the  disappeared  on  affecting  the  sums  with 
frcenum,  division  by  the  knife  is  neces-  mercuir;  a  gentle  salivation  being  kept 
sary  to  prevent  the  cure  being  retarded,  up  so  long  as  any  eruption  remained. 
No  constitutional  treatment  is  neces-  and   the   application   of  sulphate  of 
sary.    Some  cases  treated  in  this  wav  copper  to  the  throat.    This  is  remark- 
are  mentioned  in  the  Lancet  of  the  30th  able,  as  the  only  case  of  secondary 
June,  1838,  by  Mr.  Burton,  of  the  symptoms  which  I  have  had  in  m^ 
African  Corps.    The  medical  registers  practice  since  I    have   adopted   this 
of  the  5l6t   Regiment,  which   were  method  of  cure,  when  the  patient  had 
forwarded  to  Fort  Pitt  in  obedience  to  not  had  other  treatment  previously.  In 
the  orders  of  the  Director-General  on  this  case  my  patient  was  not  quartered 
the  embarkation  of  the  regiment  for  in  the  same  oarrack  with  me,  and  the 
colonial  service,  contain,  as  far  as  my  regiment  received  the  route  during  the 
knowledge  goes,  the  first  recorded  cases  treatment,  which  prevented  me  iiaying 
of  this  treatment  of  chancre.    When  the  reauisite  attention  for  some  time, 
the  chancres  have  been  of  short  dura-  Notning,  perhaps,  can  more  clearly 
tion,  and  have  not  the  characteristics  show  the  great  improvement  which  has 
of  the  true  Hunterian,  the  application  taken  place  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis 
of  caustic  is  not  needed,  wherebv  the  since  John   Hunter's  time,  than  his 
cure  is  accelerated,    the  time   being  stating*  that  it  is  easier  to  cure  a  gonor- 
saved  of  the  destruction  and  the  healing  rhoea  than  a  chancre.    This  may  teach 
up  of  that  portion  of  substance  which  us  that  with  a  careful  observation  of 
the  lunar  caustic  affects.    Is  it  because  the  animal  economy,  it  is  possible  to 
the  venereal  virus  has  not  penetrated  set  bounds  to  the  advances  which  may 
beyond  the  external  surface  of  the  swe,  be  made  in  the  treatment  of  disease, 
that  it  is  cured  at  the  commencement  But  no  ground  can  be  gained  unless 
without  destroying  vitality  ?    I  have  men  think  for  themselves,  for  servilely 
now  adopted  this  plan  of  treatment  in  to  copy  the  letter  of  the  directions  of  a 
such  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  great  authority,  and  thereby  to  close 
that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recom-  up  our  observation  of  what  nature  un- 
mending  it  to  the  attention  of  the  pro-  folds  to  us,  is  not  a  mere  submission  of 
fession  as  the  quickest  method  of  heal-  our  judgment  to  the  possessor  of  great 
ing  chancres.  faculties,  but  an  absolute  surrender  of 
Of  the  many  cases  which  I  have  our  reason.    And  medicine,  least  of  all 

treated  in  this  way,  all  healed  with  ~TT~7I     • .  ^. — ,  .  ~  .,.    ,— _  ..    ~ 

«^«*   -«,.;,i;*..        •!!:  *u      •*^«**'«  ""^  *  Section  3d,  Chap.  Ut,Piu1Sd,  of  Treatue  on 

great  rapidity,  with  the  exception  of  the  Venereal  lAsoeM. 
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the  sciences,  can  afford  iU  students  an  the  problem  remains  to  be  solved,  in 

indolent  imitation  of  however  great  a  what  state  the  bile,  or  the  elements 

master,  as  it  is  purely  a  science  of  ob-  of  the  bile,  again  enter  the  system, 

servation,  increasing  its  utility  by  the  That  the  organic  elements  of  the  bile, 

diligence  with  whicn  its  followers  ob-  if  reabsorbed  by  the  lacteals,  assume  a 

serve  the  operations  of  nature,  and  study  different  molecular  arrangement  than 

tlieir  phenomena.  they  possess  in  the  gall-bladder  is  evi- 

dent  from  the  total  absence,  in  the 

ON  THE  lacteal  vessels  and  thoracic  duct,  of  the 

„^  characteristic  bitter  taste  of  the  bile ;  a 

FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  BILE*.  physical  character  so  striking  that  a 

By  Gborob  Kxiip,  M.D.  Cantab.  single  grain  of  dried  ox-bile  diffused 

Fellow  of  the  Cambridge  Philoiophical  Society,  through  a  pint  of  water  is  readily  dis- 

(Ff^  the  Medical  Gazette.J  ^'°rthe'  following    remarks    it    is 

assumed,    that    the     chyle    bears     a 

The  almost  universal  presence  of  the  certain  relation  to  the  food,  and  that 
bile,  or  a  fluid  analogous  to  the  bile,  a  comparison  of  the  composition  of 
throughout  the  animal  kingdom,  and  the  ingesta  with  that  of  the  chyle 
the  serious  disturbance  occasioned  by  will  point  out  in  a  general  manner 
its  suppression  or  abnormal  secretion,  the  nature  of  the  changes  effected  by 
evidently  point  it  out  as  a  subject  the  process  of  digestion.  It  is  fur- 
meriting  the  most  minute  and  diligent  ther  assumed,  that  any  changes  which 
research.  Nor  can  we  overlook  the  admit  of  explanation  by  supposing 
circumstance,  that  a  large  portion  of  them  to  result  from  the  operation  of 
the  information  which  we  at  present  common  and  well-established  actions, 
possess  with  reference  to  its  nature  and  may  be  legitimately  referred  to  such  as 
uses,  must  be  considered  rather  as  in-  their  most  probable  cause :  thus,  if  one 
genious  speculation  than  as  facts  body  differs  from  another  body  in  con- 
elicited  by  actual  experiment.  taining    one  or   more  equivalents  of 

That  the  fluid  is  not  merel;^,  or  even  oxygen,  and  the  former  body  has  been 

to  a  great  extent,  excrementitious,  that  exposed  to  oxydising  agents,  it  appears 

it  is  not  merely  an  exuvial  portion  of  in  the  highest  degree  probable  that 

the  blood,  is  sumcientl^  proved  by  the  oxydation  has  actually  oeen  effected 

experiments  of  Berzelius,  from  which  by  those  agents.    A^ain,  if  one  body 

it  appears  that  human  fmces  contain  differs  from  another  in  the  (}uantit^  of 

mucn  too  small  a  quantity  of  a  sub-  the  elements  of  water  which  it  contains, 

stance  resembling  the  bile  to  warrant  it  is  presumed  that  the  one  is  con- 

the  idea  that  it  is  thus  evacuated.    The  vertible  into  the  other  under  favourable 

subsequent  experiments  of  Will  may  conditions. 

also  be  adduced   as   confirming    this  With  reference,  then,  to  the  composi- 

statement,  as  neither  horse  nor  cow-  tion  of  the  food,  it  has  now  been  suf- 

dung  afforded  more  than  ^th  part  of  a  flciently  established  that  in  gramini- 

substance  soluble  in  alcohol ;  and  even  vorous  and  carnivorous  animals  it  es- 

that  small  portion,  according  to  Pro-  sentially  comprises  two  portions,  the 

fessor  Liebig,  bears  no  resemblance,  one  adapted  to  the  formation  of  the 

either  physically  or  chemically,  to  the  nitrogenised,  the  other  for  the  forma- 

biliarv  secretion.  tion  of  the  non-nitrogenised  portions  of 

Taxing  the  more  probable  view,  viz.  the  animal  frame.  Albumen  and  starch 
that  this  fluid  is  recrementitious,  that  may  in  fact  be  taken  as  the  types  of 
it  is  destined  either  to  effect  certain  eacn  respectively, 
chemical  or  mechanical  changes  in  the  With  reference  to  the  composition  of 
contents  of  the  duodenum ;  thus,  ac-  the  chyle,  it  was  found,  by  the  re- 
cording to  the  opinion  of  Tiedemann  searches  of  Marcet  and  Macaire,  to 
and  Gmelin,  placing  the  chyme  in  a  consist  of  a  body  which  may  be  ex- 
condition  more  favourable  to  absorp-  pressed  by  the  empirical  formula  C^g 
tion,  and  beine,  at  the  same  time,  itself  114,  N^  Osi ;  and  this  must,  therefore, 
absorbed ;  still,  from  the  nature  of  the  represent  the  sum  of  the  albumen  and 
chyle,  as  found  in  the  thoracic  duct,  starch,  having  undergone  the  changes 

-  -  —  r'  '~*r  "Trr~i~r~*~ — ;~:;r    necessary    for  assimilation.      Modern 
*  Read  before  the  Medical    Section   of  the  *^^   i,„„«.  «««,.«^  #i,o«  tU^  <>1Km 

Briti«h  Association,  Sept.  30th,  1844.  researches  have  proved  that  the  albu- 
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men  undergoesbuta  very  slight  change  and  starch,  the  result  is  a  body  repre- 

in  order  to  render  it  fit  for  absorption,  sented  by  the  formula  C,g  H,a  O,, 
Deducting,   therefore,  the  formula  of    which  is  the  non-nitrogenised  portion 

proteine  or  albumen  (for  in  a  certain  of  the  chyle ;  audit  is  highly  probable 

sense  they  may  be  considered  identical)  that  the  action  of  the  pepSn  is  catalytic, 

from  the  formula  for  chyle,  the  re-  effecting  the  interchange  and  combi- 

mainder  will  represent  the  body  into  nation  of  the  elements  of  the  two  former 
which  the  non-nitrogenised  portion  of   bodies. 

the  food  has  been  changed  by  diges-  Thus  the  organic  portion  of  ox-bile 

tionj    thus— (Cag    H^,    N^    OgJ-  may  be  represented  by   the  formula 

(C.o  H.,  N^  Oi^)=C,.  Hj^Gj,.  C^;  H^g  NO,,,  and  by  the  action  of 

But  tne  formula  for  starch  is  C.g  nitric  acid  on  this  body  we  deprive  it 

H ,  a  O ,  o ;  bow  then  may  this  difference,  of  the  elements  of  ammonia  and  obtain 

which  has  evidently  taken  place  during  C^g  H,,  O,  a,  which  forthe  convenience 

digestion,  be  accounted  for  ?  of  subsequent  comparison  we  shall  put 

In  offering  a  solution  to  this  question,  into  a  dinerent  form. 
I  would  beg  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  my    object  is  at   present  C^g  H,,  0,^— C^^  H,0  Oj.2  +  3HO 
merely  to  direct  attention  to  the  re-  =4  (C,,  H,  Oa)  +  3HO; 
markable  fact,  that  by  the  mere  action  but  the  element  Cjg  H,  O,  may  be  repre- 
of  oxygen  on  the  elements  of  the  bile  sented  aa  (C,,  H,  O^)  +  HO  and 

C,8  Hg  Oa  +  2equi.  of  8tarch=C,2  H,  Oa  +  Cg^Hao  O^o 

=2  (C,g  H,^  O,  J«2  (C.g  H,a  Oa)  +  2HO. 

The  difHculty  of  instituting  a  series  in  preparing  the  bile  for  analysis,  great 

of  experiments  sufficiently  simple  in  care  snoula  be  taken   to  remove  (he 

their  condition  deprives  us  of  the  ad-  whole  of  the  mucus  before  evaporation 

vantage  of  a  synthetical  proof,  and  at  is  commenced.    The  cases  in  which  I 

present  the  subject  must  remain  as  an  have  observed  it  alkaline  in  the  human 

fiypothesis,  though  a  very  probable  one.  body    were     obtained    from    patients 

I  hope,  however,  at  the  next  meeting  of  suffering  from  extreme  prostration  of 

the  Association,  to  be  able  to  prove  the  nervous  system,  particularly  those 

from  observation  the  exact  period  of  who  had  died  from  typhus  fever  and 

digestion  at  which  the  bile  changes  its  severe  burns. 

character.  This  will  obviously  oe  ac-  Some  precaution  is  necessary  in 
complished  with  ease  by  passing  a  testing  with  turmeric  paper,  in  conse- 
ligature  over  the  pylorus  of  an  animal  quence  of  the  intense  colour  of  the 
kuled  during  the  digestive  process,  bile;  the  paper  should  be  carefully 
another  beyond  the  ductus  communis  washed  when  removed  from  the  fluid, 
choledochus,  and  so  on,  at  short  inter-  and  even  then  a  line  of  demarcation 
vals,  throughout  the  length  of  the  duo-  will  generally  be  found  between  the 
denum,  and  by  examining  the  contents  dry  and  moistened  portion ;  if,  however, 
of  the  several  segments  the  point  will  the  mass  of  the  moistened  portion  re- 
be  ascertained  at  which  the  nuid  loses  tain  its  yellow  colour  after  being 
its  normal  characters.  washed,  the  dark  line  is  manifestly  at- 

I  beg  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  make  a  tributed  to  capillary  action, 
remark  on  the  cause  of  alkalinity  in  the 

bile.  From  certainly  not  less  than  Supplementary  Remarks. — In  ad- 
200samplesof  bile  of  different  animals,  dition  to  the  above  statement,  it  will 
which  I  have  examined,  this  fluid  has  not  be  considered  irrelevant  to  make  a 
been  uniformly  neutral  when  in  a  few  brief  observations  relative  to  Uie 
healthy  state  and  fresh  ;  a  very  short  change  which  the  bile  undergoes  sub- 
time,  however,  is  sufficient  to  change  sequently  to  its  introduction  into  the 
its  character  when  the  mucus  of  the  gall-bladder,  and  also  to  the  neutral 
gall-bladder  is  present.  It  will  be  re-  condition  of  the  fluid  when  in  its  normal 
membered  that  this  latter  body   has  state. 

been  proved  to  be  a  proteine-compound.  It  is  now  established  by  direct  ex- 
all  of  which  undergo    decomposition  periment*     that      the     hepatic     bile 

with    facility,  carbonate  of  ammonia  •  e^  «„  ™.^,  ;„  *u^  t>^*,«««  m».*.^.7 

,.          ..1*'              .•         jf          J          J  ^^^  my  paper   m  tne  London    medical 

being  at  the  same  tmie  formed;  and,  Gazbttb, dated  Cambridge,  May  ist,  i843. 
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possesses  characters,  both  physical  and  gisticated  as  they  arc  at  present,  is 
chemical,  differing  widely  from  those  one  of  no  trifling  importance ;  because 
of  the  cystic  bile  ;  it  is  therefore  evi«  it  exhibits  in  a  very  clear  and  striking 
dent  that  this  change  is  effected  by  point  of  view  that  the  endeavour  to 
some  agent  contained  in  the  gall-  cure  inflammatory  diseases  by  anti- 
bladder,  and  the  only  bodies  to  which  phlogistic  means  consists  of  efforts 
we  can  refer  this  agency  is  the  mucus  whicn  are  not  exerted  in  the  right  di- 
of  the  gall-bladder  or  the  epithelium  of  rection.  If,  therefore,  this  truth  Iw 
that  organ ;  it  is,  however,  a  remarkable  established,  and  if  at  the  same  time  it 
fact,  that  although  we  should  imagine  lead  to  other  more  speedy  and  efl^ca- 
a  priori  that  on  this  account  the  con*  cious  means  of  ene,  it  will  work  a 
tents  of  the  gall-bladder  would  be  al-  great  revoivtieB  in  the  modern  practice 
ways  various  in  composition,  ultimate  of  medicine.  In  sayins^  that  persons 
analyses,  conducted  on  a  very  extensive  who  are  ill  reauire  to  be  raised  up  to 
scale,  afford  results  so  nearly  uniform,  am  the  standard  or  health  without  any  pre- 
to  leave  no  doubt  that  the  conversion  of  liminary  lowering,  of  course  I  shall  be 
the  hepatic  into  cystic  bile  oceiis»  im-  met  by  a  reference  to  the  multitudes  of 
mediately  on  its  introduction  to  the  cases  recorded  as  having  been  treated 
gall-bladder,  or  that  these  fluids  are  al-  antiphlogistically  with  a  happy  issue, 
most  identical  in  their  elementary  I  have  no  wish  whatever  to  aeny  these 
composition,  althoogh  differing  re-  fiicts,  but  I  do  say  there  is  nothing  in 
markably  in  their  physical  characters  the  circumstance  of  persons  havinc;  re- 
as  well  ae  in  their  chemical  relations  to  covered  under  such  treatment  to  snow 
other  bodies.  that  they  might  not  have  recovered 
Again,  the  bile  in  a  healtlw  and  more  speedily  under  a  very  different 
perfectly  fresh  state  is  neutral;  if,  how-  plan;  and  when  it  is  considered  how 
ever,  when  emptied  with  the  mucus  out  many  die,  notwithstanding  the  most 
of  the  eall-bladder,  it  be  left  in  contact  scrupulous  employment  of  the  anti- 
with  that  substance,  a  very  short  time  phlogistic  treatment  in  all  its  rigour, 
is  sufficient  to  bring  about  an  alkaline  and  now  many  of  those  who  do  not  die 
reaction  ;  and  this  effect  is  greatly  ac-  are  several  years  in  regaining  their 
celerated  by  a  moderate  temperature,  health,  while  many,  particularlv  those 
Now  in  the  living  animal  both  these  who  are  no  longer  young,  only  drag  on 
conditions  are  present,  and  yet,  in  the  a  miserable  existence  for  a  lew  years, 
case  of  animals  slaughtered  after  long-  and  never  recover  at  all,  I  think  the 
continued  fasting,  where  there  is  inva-  most  prejudiced  must  admit  that  some 
riably  a  large  accumulation  of  bile,  and  improvement  is  highly  desirable.  The 
when  the  fluid  has  for  many  hours  been  first  instance  belonging  to  this  latter 
exposed  to  the  joint  influence  of  heat  class  of  severe  cases  where  the  mis- 
and  the  mucus,  it  still  retains  its  nor-  chievous  tendency  of  the  antiphlogistic 
mally  neutral  state  in  the  ^all-bladder,  treatment  is  most  apparent,  whicn  ar- 
then  some  force  must  be  in  operation,  rested  my  attention,  occurred  as  much 
counteracting  the  tendency  to  molecu-  as  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago:  it 
lar  change  which  so  speedily  manifests  was  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the  iris 
itself  out  of  the  body.  This  is  an  inte-  (right  eye),  the  patient  a  well-grown 
resting  and  may  be  a  very  important  youne  man,  set.  19 :  he  was  bled,  mer- 
subject  of  research.  curialised,  purc^ed,  and  starved,  secun- 
ditm  artem.    Uiider  this  treatment  the 

ON  SCIENCE  AND  PRACTICE.  jy®  became  clear,  and  remained  well 

_____  for  several  weeks ;  occasionally,  how- 

».,«...       -..,,..  ^      „  ^^^^f  somewhat  dull  and  red  towards 

7b  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  night.    At  the  end  of  this  time  the  iris 

Sir,  became  again  inflamed ;  the  same 
The  position  which  I  advanced  in  my  treatment  was  repeated,  and  again  the 
lastcommunication,  viz.,  that  all  disease  eve  became  clear  and  the  signt  good, 
is  intermediate  between  health  and  To  be  brief,  relapse  after  relapse  oc- 
death,  and  the  obvious  and  direct  curred,  the  interval  of  ease  between 
inference  which  follows  upon  the  recep-  each  becoming^  successively  less  and 
tion  of  this  truth,  that  those  who  are  less,  until  at  length  there  was  no  re- 
ill  require  to  be  raised  up  to  healthy  in-  mission  at  all.  While  this  was  going 
stead  of  being  lowered  and  antiphlo-  on,  he  had  been  brought  to  London ; 
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the  first  authority  in  such  cases  was  because  I  have  drawn  no  such  picture 
consaltedy  and  he  was  condemned  to  as  that  of  inflammation  sitting  like  a 
a  continuation  of  the  same  treatment,  hen  in  a  part  during  hatching,  the 
with  the  addition  of  blisters,  setons,  **  period  of  incubation,"  constituting 
and  issues.  More  than  two  years  were  a  picture  of  such  as  has  elsewhere 
passed  in  this  manner,  and  by  that  time  been  presented  to  us.  How  much 
ne  was  reduced  as  low  as  it  was  possi-  more  easy  and  pleasant  it  is  to  allow 
ble  to  be — lying  in  bed,  too  weak  to  free  plav  to  ttie  imagination,  and 
stand,  with  fits  of  convulsions  con*  to  speculate  upon  the  attractions  and 
stantly  recurring,  each  of  which  was  repulsions  of  molecules  and  elobules, 
expected  to  be  the  last,  and  the  eye  still  than  to  be  bound  and  fettered  l)y  stub- 
inflamed.  These  convulsions  had  bom  facts.  In  the  present  state  of 
nothing  of  the  character  of  epilepsy  physio-pathological  science  it  is  scarcely 
about  them;  they  consisted  in  loose  possible  for  practitioners  to  believe 
and  irregular  contractions  of  the  that  such  cases  as  the  one  I  have  just 
voluntary  muscles,  just  such  as  may  mentioned,  which  are  now  protracted 
be  seen  at  any  time  in  animals  whicn  through  four,  five,  or  more  years,  ought 
are  dying  from  excessive  loss  of  blood,  to  get  well  in  less  than  as  many  months, 
By  dint  of  great  attention,  however,  or  that  any  of  the  harassing  circum- 
he  recovered  a  little,  and  then  the  stances  connected  with  them  can  be  at 
gentleman  under  whose  immediate  all  owing  to  the  antiphlogistic  treat- 
care  he  was,  seeing  how  unavailing  ment;  a  sufficient  cause  for  every 
all  previous  treatment  had  been,  cau-  relapse  is  speedily  found  either  in  some 
tiously  commenced  an  opposite  plan,  as  supposed  error  m  diet,  taking  fresh 
it  could  be  borne.  Under  this  plan  the  coid,  in  the  unusual  severity  of  the 
patienteventually  recovered  completely,  disease,  in  peculiarity  of  constitution 
with  the  exception  of  the  iris  beins  — in  any  cause,  in  short,  but  the  true 
somewhat  discoloured,  though  he  did  one:  the  science  is  never  mistrusted; 
not  entirely  throw  off  the  effects  of  it  is  never  dreamed  that  the  active 
what  he  had  gone  through  until  within  treatment  has  had  art  or  part  in  pro- 
the  last  three  years.  This  was  the  ducing  such  results.  If  there  be  any 
first  case  of  the  kind  which  occurred  doubt  at  all,  it  is  rather  whether  the 
within  my  observation,  and  the  latter  bleedings  were  sufl&ciently  copious  in 
part  of  it  especially,  in  which  I  saw  the  first  instance,  so  that  a  surgeon 
a  most  obstinate  inflammation  getting  is  more  likely  to  blame  himself  for  not 
well  under  a  plan  of  treatment  which  having  bled  enough,  than  to  entertain 
I  had  always  been  taught  to  believe  the  least  suspicion  of  having  bled  too 
would  be  most  pernicious,  made  an  much.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the 
impression  on  my  mind  which  will  medical  nrofession  consists  of  indi- 
probably  never  be  effaced.  It  was  a  viduals  who  pique  themselves  on  their 
"  great  fact''  which  1  could  neither  experience,  gained  in  many  Ion?  years 
deny  nor  understand ;  it  intruded  itself  of  practice,  and  their  universal  cry  is, 
into  my  thoughts  day  and  night,  nor  "give  us  practical  facts;  tell  us  the 
did  it  suffer  me  to  rest  until  a  thorough  particular  quantities  and  combinations 
investigation  into  the  whole  subject  of  medicines,  and  the  occasions  which 
of  inflammation,  the  result  of  which  require  them  :"  these  gentlemen  would 
appeared  in  the  pages  of  the  Gazette  ratner  trust  to  their  memories  to  supply 
some  ten  years  ago,  revealed  the  ex-  them  with  a  particular  remedy  for  each 
planation  of  it.  U  is  remarkable,  that  particular  emergency  that  may  arise, 
although  those  papers  contain  the  only  than  give  their  minds  to  the  compre- 
complete  review  which  has  ever  been  hension  of  a  general  principle.  Now 
taken  of  the  whole  subject  of  inflam-  thevalueofthese  practical  facts  depends 
mation,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  entirely  on  the  power  of  the  prac- 
modem  doctrines  are  afiected  by  the  titioner  to  apply  the  remedies  at  the 
facts  which  have  been  discovered  since  moment  they  occur ;  hence  the  great 
the  death  of  Mr.  Hunter,  no  one,  not  demand  for  practical  works,  and  the 
even  he  whose  peritcopic  eye  professes  importance  which  has  of  late  years 
to  take  cognizance  of  tne  "  spirit  of  the  been  attached  to  accurate  diagnosis,  in 
periodicals,"  should  have  taken  any  order  to  be  as  sure  as  possible  of  always 
notice  of  them.    It  may  be,  perhaps,  employing  the  remedy  under  precisely 
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similar   circumstances.      Each    man,  on  the 

therefore,  collects  his  stock,  and  prides 

himself  as  being  superior  to  his  neigh-  PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OP 

hours  in  proportion  as  he  flatters  himself  OVARIAN  DISEASES  ; 

that  his  tact  enables  him  to  employ  it 

at  the  proper  moment.    The  worst  part  ^"^  casks. 

of  these  practical  facts  is,  that  they  are  By  Dr.  Samuel  J.  JsArrRKsoN, 

very  apt  to  fail  precisely  at  the  time  _..,,._,      _       .         ._, 

when  success  is  most  important ,  from  n'y«ciii.totheChei«»,BromptoD,«idB*ip.T. 

that  moment  all  confidence  is  with-  Duipeiuiry.  &c. 

drawn  from  them,  and  they  are  re-  KContimMd  ftom  p. «.] 

earded  simply  as  things  there  may  be  ,n.,.rj     uj><^     <<> 

"  no  harm  In  toing."    It  is  this  state  ^^  '*'  ^-""^  '"^"^  GaieUeJ 

of  things  which  causes  the  practice  of  

medicine  to  border  closely  upon  em-  j  gHAtt  now  take  the  liberty  of  draw- 

pincism,  and  enables  the  quack,  when  .      j^^  ^^^^^  attention  to  the  follow- 

reproached  by  the  physician,  to  return  j„|  Btatistical  table  of  the  results  of  74 

the  "  tu  quoque"  with  some  show  of  operations  for  the  extraction  of  ovarian 

justice.     The  one  thing   needful,  to  ^^^^^^    The  materials  from  which  this 

place  the  practice  of  medicine  in  its  j^^^  j^^  ^^^  ^^^^        j,^^^  ^^^ 

proper  position,  is  the  correction    of  ^^j^j      ^^^^^     f^^    ^^^     Medical 

the  science  by  which  It  w  directed:  the  f.^^^^     Lancet,  and  Medical  Times; 

effect  of  this  will  be  to  simplify  prac-  ^,       ^^'^^  ^^^  ^^^  comnared  with  Dr. 

tice  and  to  inipart  confidence,  because  Churchill's  table  in  the  Dublin  Medical 

if  we  can  understand  why  a  remedy  j^^^^^^    f^om  which  source  three  or 

succeeds  m  one  instance,  and  why  it  f^^^  ^^  previously  omitted  by  my- 

''".\r'V'°°'''*'','  '"'•  **'*V  ^^  *"'  ^  self  have  been  copied  i  and  for  /n  ac- 

estabhsh  general  P"nciples  on  sound  ^^^^^  ^^  j^^  thrle  operations  by  Mr. 

foundations,  and  be  able,  also,  to  vary  j^^^  j  ^^  indebted  to  that  gentleman 

and  modify  It  so  as  to  ensure  Its  success  ^^^^^f   ^^^^^^  readiness  to  afford  me 

in  a  much  wider  range  of  cases  than  assistance  and  information,  and 

before,  even  though  tBe  circumstances  ^^^^>^  ^^    ^^^^j^  ^  ^^^^^  g^^^.^^  j„t„ 

"""/  r'  w^"""*^  7  *"  *°"*  l"         •  the  result  of  these  operations,  did  equal 

r  think  the  most  convenient  course  ^;  ^^  ^^^^  kindness  of  his  heart  and 

to  be  pursued,  in  carrying  out  the  en-  ^j^^  soundness  of  his  judgment, 

deavour  to  place  the  science  and  the  **     ^ 

practice  of  medicine  more  in  unison  ^he  table    has    been  divided  into 

with  each  other  than  they  are  at  pre-  ^^^         ^  ^^^^^^^^ 

sent,  will  be  to  show  what  function  ° 

maintains  health,  how  it  may  be  in-  |gt  Qf  the  cases  in  which  the  ova- 
jured,  and  how  it  may  be  restored.  It  ^3^  t„n,or  has  been  removed  by  the 
must  be  borne  in  mmd  that  what  mam-  i^rge  abdominal  incision,  the  hand 
tarns  health  and  what  constitutes  health  tj^j^g  introduced  within  the  peritoneal 
are  two  very  different  questions,  and  cavity  for  the  purpose  of  separating  ad- 
may  be  taken  separately.  I  propose  to  hesions,  passing  ligatures  on  the  pedi- 
connne  myself  to  the  former ;  but  as  ^jg  ^^^  «:  o  o 
this  letter  has  already  extended  to  a  '      ' 

considerable  length,  I  shall  defer  enter-  2dly.  Of  the  cases  in  which  a  small 

ing  upon  it  until  my  next  communica-  incision  has  been  made,  through  which 

tion.— I  Iwve  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  the  cyst  has  been  drawn  (first  emptied 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^f  jtg  contents,  and  tied  externally)  ; 

J.  W.  Earle.  an^ 

Cheltenham,  Oct.  1844. 

P.S.  If  your  correspondent  "Guy-  3dly.  Of  the  cases  in  which  the  re- 

ensis"  will  lake  the  trouble  to  read  my  moval  of  the  tumor  has  been  attempted, 

last  letter  again,  till  he  is  quite  sure  he  but  abandoned  on   account  of  adhe- 

iinderstands  its  meaning,  I   shall   be  sions,  or  in  which  the  tumor  has  been 

happy  to  attend  to  any  observations  found  to  be  other  than  ovarian,  or  in 

which  he  may  then  be  pleased  to  offer,  which  no  tumor  has  been  found  at  all. 
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Thus  it  would  appear  from  the  fore- 
going table,  that  the  removal  of  ova- 
rian tumors  has  been  attempted  in  74 
cases,  with  the  following  results  :— 

In  37  cases  the  tumor  was  removed, 
and  the  patients  recovered. 

In  24  cases  the  operation  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  death  oi  the  patient :  of 
these  24  fatal  cases,  the  tumor  was  re- 
moved in  14,  could  not  be  removed  on 
account  of  adhesions  in  6,  and  was 
found  to  be  other  than  ovarian  tumor 
in  4  cases. 

Thus,  again,  in  74  cases  in  which 
the  operation  for  extraction  of  ovarian 
tumor  has  been  undertaken,  it  has 
been  completed  in  51  instances,  in  14 
out  of  which  51  instances  it  has  been 
followed  by  death,  and  in  37  by  the 
successful  removal  of  the  tumor  and 
the  recovery  of  the  patient ;  whilst  out 
of  the  74  cases  selected,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  carry  out  the  intentions 
of  the  operator  in  23;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  diagnosis  was  not  suffi- 
ciently accurate  to  enable  the  surgeon 
to  foresee  the  impracticability  of  carry- 
ing out  his  intentions.  Of  these  23 
cases,  13  recovered  with  life,  to  remain 
tit  staiu  quo  ,*  10  died.  The  cause  of 
failure  was  impossibility  of  removing 
the  tumor  on  account  of  adhesions  in 
14  cases;  no  tumor  was  found  in  3 
cases;  and  the  tumor  proved  to  be 
other  than  ovarian  in  6  instances. 

[To  be  continued.] 


ACESIUS : 

a  survkt  op  thb  bthical  bbarin08  ov 
mbdicinb. 

By  C.  F.  H.  Mabx,  M.D.  &c. 

(Vor  the  London  Medical  GaxetteJ 

[Ck)ntinued  from  p.  16.] 

To  John  Noel  Halle, — 

Your  life  presents  us  with  a  picture  of 
all  that  the  sensitive  practitioner  is 
called  upon  to  endure;  you  will  surely, 
therefore,  allow  me  to  address  a  few 
words  to  you,  and  to  open  -  my  heart 
upon  the  dUagreeablet  in  our  profes- 
sion.—No  one  can  possibly  understand 
me  better. 

That  you  had  to  bear  the  torture 
of  stone  m  addition  to  your  other  suf- 
ferings, for  some  time  before  your  death 
in  the  year  1822,  at  the  age  of  68,  was 
a  sore  addition  to  an  existence  already 
sorely  tried,  and  one  which  nothing 
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but  the  strength  of  resignation  you  in  which  man  ought  ever  to  be  found 

possessed  enabled  you  to  endure  with  labouring— that  the  burthen  of  his  of- 

your  wonted  meekness.  fice,  or  rather   the  large   infusion  of 

The  degree  in  which  you  proved  selfishness  he  encounters,  weighs  oft 
yourself  the  protector,  the  friend,  and  like  lead  upon  the  heart  ? 
the  stay  of  the  poor,  was  amply  shewn  The  load  of  grief  which  the  physi- 
in  those  eventful  times,  when  so  many  cian,  as  opposed  to  his  profession  and 
of  them  paid  to  violence  the  debt  due  pretensions,  carries  with  him  from  the 
to  nature.  Yon  felt  in  all  its  bitterness  house  of  death,  is  indeed  far  greater 
what  he  feels  who  throws  himself  than  can  be  imagined  by  those  whose 
with  his  whole  soul  into  the  service  thoughts  and  converse  are  but  of  busi- 
of  others,  and  yet  is  misunderstood ;  ness  and  handicrafts. 
,  and  again,  you  shewed  how  the  gran-  There  are  physicians,  it  is  true,  who 
deur  of  innocence  could  force  respect  seem  to  make  it  an  affair  not  as  be- 
even  from  madness. — The  fierce  dog  tween  themselves  and  the  patient,  but 
suddenly  let  loose  upon  his  benefactor,  as  between  themselves  and  the  dis- 
often  knows  him  only  in  the  moment  ease ;  who  have  to  do,  not  with  a 
of  attack,  and  instead  of  tearing,  fawns  dying  man,  but  with  death ;  who  pro- 
upon  him,  and  licks  his  hand.  In  the  ceed  secwidutn  artem^  and  content 
tempest  of  all  the  passions  let  loose,  themselves  with  common  places  of 
yon  preserved  mental  serenitjr  both  for  morals,— but  I  would  not  remind  you  of 
yourself  and  others.  To  you  it  was  per-  these.  And  yet,  how  should  the  great 
mitted  to  visit  Malesherbes  in  prison,  event  of  death  excite  deep  sympathy, 
and  to  receive  his  last  farewell ;  and  you,  when  the  cessation  of  suffering  meets  us 
too,  were  the  author  of  the  petition  for  as  a  blessing  P  And  death,  too,  often 
Lavoisier.—  Could  the  stones  of  Paris  deals  with  the  sick  man  as  the  gardener 
speak,  they  would  say  you  had  lived  does  with  the  tree  he  would  transplant, 
but  to  wipe  awa^  tears.  when  he  gradually  digs  round  it,  and 

Every  proposition  in  medicine  hav-  cuts  off  its  outer  roots.    The   depar- 

ing  the  well-being  of  the  community  ture  from  the  sphere  of  customary  re- 

for  its  object,  could  reckon  upon  yon  lations  then  takes  place,  so  far  pre- 

as  its  advocate  and  promoter :  now  an-  pared,  that  when  at  length  it  comes  to 

wearied  were  you  in  your  efforts  to  pass,  it  is  considered  bat  as  a  natural 

spread  the  blessings  of  vaccination !  consequence  of  incidents   that  have 

For  personal  sacrifices  and  thanks  gone  before, 

received,  you  kept  no  record  in  the  But  what  is  the  state  of  affiiirs  when 

way  of  debtor  and  creditor  account;  a  great  calamity  fiills  like  a  thunderbolt 

haa  you  done  so,  it  would  not  have  upon  a  house,  wholly  unexpected,  and 

been  difilcult  to  have  guessed  on  which  wnere  the  physician,  it  is  presumed, 

side  the  balance  must  have  lain.  alone  can  save  P  where  life  does  not 

You   ever  acted  with  sympathetic  cease  gradually  and  smoothly,  as  the 

heart ;  you  were  impelled  to  do  so  by  leaf  first  fades,  and  then  grows  sere, 

your  intimate  constitution,  and  could  and  finally  falls  from  the  tree, — or  as  a 

00  no  otherwise.    You  never  expressed  clock  runs  down ;  but  where  nature, 

snrprise  when    gratitude  failed;   you  like  the  tragedian,  compresses  all  that 

much  rather  did  so  when  it  was  ex-  is  most  fateful  and  moving  into  one, 

pressed.  and  that  the  last  scene  P    The  phvsi- 

FrankHn  relates,  that  having  lent  a  cian  comes  home  exhausted,  and  flat- 

sum  of  money  to  a  certain  individoal,  ters  himself  that  he  will  now  forget  the 

he  requested  his  debtor,  when  he  came  la1x>ars  of  the  day,  and  gather  fresh 

Ur  pay  him  backy  that  he  would  knd  it  strength  for  to-morrow's  toils  in  sleep; 

to  another  in  want  of  assistance,  on  he  has  scarcely  laid  him  down,  when 

the  same  terms,  and  that  he,  in  his  turn,  he  is  summoned  to  an  infant  in  extre- 

should  do  the  same ;  and  so  on  for  mity  from  croup.     The  parents  meet 

ever.    Even  so  did  you  regard  the  abi-  him  as  an  angel  sent  from  heaven  for 

lity  to  do  good  as  a  trust  committed  to  their  deliverance ;  it  is  the  first  time 

your  care— as  a  debt  that  was  still  to  in  the  course  of  the  day  that  they 

discharge.  have   had    a    thought   for  a  human 

But  is  it  not  true,  when  the  physi-  being  beyond  their  only  child  ;   they 

cian  is  labouring  even  in  the  spirit  that  han^  upon   his  looks   with  fear  and 

Fenelon  taught— in  the  spirit,  indeed,  tremt^ling;  they  seek  to  interpret  every 
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motion,  every  question,  every  order,  about   the    sorrow-laden    physician? 

into  hope  for  their  infant ;  the  mother  And  yet,  has  not  he  the  most  frequent 

smiles  nim  thanks,  half  in  despair,  be-  opportunity  of  knowing  that  in  sepa- 

cause  the  child  is  quiet ;    the  father,  rations,  tears  are  the  true  aqua  regia, 

moved,  seizes  his  hand.    The  lull  is  of  or  assay-water  of  the  soul,  and  that  a 

short  duration  :  the  infant  cannot  any  syncope  is  the  best  tranqidlliser  of  the 

longer  cough ;  it  throws  the  head  back,  blood  ? 

and  struggles   convulsively  with  out-  But  I  hear  you  exclaim  ;*-*'  O  desine 

stretched  hands  for  breath,  ^in  vain ;  renovare  dolores  !"  and  I    will  even 

it  is  eone !  cease  from  complaining^.    I  will  rather 

What  now  bears  the  phvsician  com-  yield  to  the  hope  that,  in  the  matter  of 

pany  from  the  door,  but  the  cry  of  de-  sparing  the  pnysician*s  feelings,  im- 

spair   and   anguish    of    the   crushed  provement  may  yet  dawn,  as  it  has 

parents !  already  broken  upon  most  things  else. 

Should  the  practitioner  himself,  on  Whoever  has   read   the   letters  of 

the  back  of  such  an  affair  as  this,  hap-  Zimmerman,  which  only  appeared  after 

pen  to  lose  a  friend,— one  to  whom,  bis  death,  will  remember  now  he  says 

perchance,  he  had  dedicated  himself  that  in  the  houses  of  the  great  there  is 

m  thought  and  deed  for  years,— where  a  seat  indeed  for  the  medical  man, 

is  he  to  look  for  sympathv  ?     The  but  that  it  is  without  arms  or  a  back  : 

world  treats  him  as  though  he  needed  and  that  the  court  and  body-physician 

none :  in  the  blighted  spot  of  his  af-  mav  drive  a  well-bred  horse,  but  not 

fections,  the  memory  of^  the  sharer  of  witn  leathern  harness*. 

his  eares  and  anxieties,  far  more  than  The  word  in  most  constant  use  in 

of  his  joys,  alone  takes  root  and  mws.  Japan  is  patience  f     Grolownin's  ac- 

On  him,  exhausted  in  body  ana  dis-  count  of  his  travels  in  that  country, 

tressed  in  mind  through  his  vain  efforts  and  of  his  imprisonment  there,  contains 

to  save,   no  one  seems   to  waste   a  much  that  is  moving  and  interesting  to 

thought.  the  European  medical  practitioner. — 

Another  is  pacing  his  chamber,  pass-  Tou,  Hall  6,  practised  patience,    and 

ing  in  review  the  events  of  the  day,  exercised  forgiveness  to  such  an  extent 

and  having  the  morrow  in  dim  perspec-  upon  earth,  that  you  have  surely  had 

tive  before  him, — he  is  summoned  in  the  palm  of  victory  put  into  your  hand 

breathless  haste  to  a  woman  flooding  in  heaven  ! 

to  death  perchance,  in  circumstances    ^ 

where  decision  and  promptness  may  or  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

may  not  avail  to  save;  or  where  a  

perilous  operation,  involving  the   life  "L'autearM  tuefttDongerce  qaelefectoorse 

of  the  mother  or  the  child,  perhaps  ttie4abr^rer."-D'AL»iiB«»r. 

of  both  the  mother  and  the  cnild,  is  

imperative.  The  Principles  of  Surgery,    By  Jambs 

And  it  is  not  enough  that,  in  such  rao-  Miller,  F.R.S.E.,  Professor  of  Sur- 

mentous  circumstanees,  he  must  needs,  geiy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 

like  the  boy  at  the  lottery  wheel,  draw  ic.  &c.    Pp.  716.     Edinburgh ;  A. 

forth  either  blank  or  prize— like  the  and  C.  Black. 

fflon  lSJr.';„X!^  I'lJ^nlX  W.  hnve  lone  giren  up  the  hope  of 

^    ^  \    V7.  .   ^    4^.Tt.o«  »UM  ^       of  dealers  msome  perishable  comr 

Sf^i^triS?l1S^™l5l.^ISSZ*  n«Suy.  of  which  theHTi,  a  glut,  ylt 

ttie  gauntlet  betwixt  suspicion  ana  ma-  „u;«k  !.„„*  u^  ,^*  ,jj  ^fu^r^z.  ^IJL*. 

lice,  all  he  has  for  it,  is  oTlen  to  use  his  Tn'^^K^^'  ^  Pk  "^  ?$  ^/"""^^  '^^^' 

*.««a^««lo  ^;aS\!^^^!1  «  fK-  -m  fa^^»  which  must  be  sold  at  any  pnce, 

conscience,  void  of  offence,  as  tne  sol-  u^  '  „-,  i-„.     Tk^^^  ;<>  ..t^u  •  i,5v«*  ^f 

dier  under  the  lash  does  a  l^den  bullet  f <»»«'«  lo»- .  There  »««uch  a  host  of 

-Wte  upon  it,  that  he  may  not  scream  them,  physicmn..  surgeons,  gurgeoa- 

^^T^S^^y  • ,         ,                        ,          .  •  As  in  Rnaali,  at  the  present  day,  no  one  is 

For  the  dead  there  is  an  euthanasia ;  allowed  to  wear  ermine  who  is  not  ot  the 

for  the  sorrowing  survivors  visite  of  \^^^J^^i*  H^'^fST^''  **"!Si*^  JSSSJ 

.^^A^y  -               iT      *       ui        u^ -1^  "*  France  ana  Germany  alone  omq  leathern 

condolence,  —  who    troubles    himseu  harness ;  the  commonalty  drove  with  ropes. 
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apothecaries,  apothecaries,  dentists,  and  Parr,  and  Hodgson  and  Abbot's 
druggists,  &c.  &c.  each  jostling  the  "  pale  ale,"  and  Mr.  Ross's  "  gentle- 
other,  and  striving  to  attract  the  notice  man's  real  head  of  hair,"  and  Jenkins's 
of  the  public— to  say  nothing  of  the  "  patent  aperitive  fountain,"  and  Cap- 
shortness  of  an  actual  professional  life,  tain  J.  Rhodes  Pidding's  "  royal  How- 
which  scarcely  commences  before  30,  qua's  mixture,"  and  Rowland's  **  in- 
and  ends  under  the  most  favourable  comparable  oil  macassar,"  &c.  &c. — 
circumstances  about  60 — that  no  man  They  have  but  to  ^et  the  literal  addi- 
can  affard  to  hide  the  light  that  is  tions  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  dispute 
within  him,  and  wait  for  the  practice  theirtitle— C.H.A.R.li.A.T.A.N.s,  and 
that  waiting  patiently  for  will  not  Q.U.A.C.E.S,  to  be  furnished  forth  in 
always  brine;  no,  he  must  make  such  undeniable  fieishion,  and  armed  at  every 
capacity  as  ne  has  to  illuminate  avail-  point  to  take  the  field  against  the  ab- 
able.  Like  the  public-spirited  indi-  surdities  of  professional  decency, 
viduals  in  the  metropolis,  who,  in  foggy  But  we  have  travelled  a  long  way 
weather,  expend  part,  perhaps  all,  of  from  the  purpose  we  had  before  ua 
their  substance  in  links,  which  they  when  we  set  out  with  this  notice,  which 
generously  bum  for  the  behoof  of  pas-  was  simply  to  notify  to  our  readers  that 
sengers  over  daneerous  ground,  always  the  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Uni- 
in  expectation  of  receiving  half-pence  versity  of  Edinburgh  had  seen  fit  to 
in  return,  he  must  proclaim  himself  to  send  the  substance  of  his  systematic 
the  world;  and  the  sole  and  only  legi-  lectures  on  surgery  to  the  press,  and 
timate  means — for  we  differ  from  those  thereby  made  us  Tramontanes  par- 
who  say  it  is  not  legitimate — that  lie  takers  of  the  entertainment  he  is  wont 
open  to  the  professional  man  of  doing  to  set  before  his  class.  And  we  beg  to 
this,  are  the  pen  and  the  press.  Books,  say,  that  we  thank  him  for  the  pains 
in  truth,  are  seldom  written  now-a-  he  has  taken. 

da^s  because  their  authors  have  any-  When  we  look  at  the  elementary 
thing  to  communicate  that  is  not  per-  works  that  are  available  to  the  student 
fectly  well  known  to  ail  the  world ;  it  in  the  present  day,  in  comparison  with 
is  either  because  a  man  is  a  professor  those  that  were  accessible  to  him  no 
that  he  now  writes  a  book,— and  this  more  than  some  quarter  of  a  century 
he  may  do  advantageously  with  re-  aeo,  we  see  that  he  now  enjoys  immense 
ference  to  his  pupils ;  or  it  is,  because  advantages.  In  our  hot  youth,  "  when 
he  conceives  that  he  has  worked  out  George  the  Third  was  king,"  we  had 
and  obtained  a  clear  and  comprehen-  such  an  elementary  work  to  cool  our 
sive  view  of  the  whole  of  a  particular  zeal  for  surgery  upon,  as  Benjamin 
subject,  that  he  takes  up  the  pen ;  and,  Bell's  '*  System,"  in  seven  volumes  Svo. ! 
able  to  use  his  tool,  it  is  unquestiona-  or,  reading  German,  we  had  Richter's 
blethathe  may  do  good  service  with  "Anfengsgriinde" — a  word,  by  the  way, 
it  in  this  way.  Finally,  and  we  fear  which  so  tickled  our  curiosity,  that 
that  this  is  by  &r  the  most  frequent  seeing  it  constantly  quoted  in  Cooper's 
case,  he  feels  the  necessity  of  making  Dictionary,  we  learned  German  in  order 
his  whereabouts  known  to  the  world ;  to  understand  its  meaning— in  at  least 
and  as  it  is  not  yet  the  custom  for  as  many  tomes.  To  be  sure  there  was 
what  are  called  regular  surgeons  and  John  Bell's  *'  Principles,"  one  of  the 
physicians  to  advertise  themselves  cleverest  and  most  engaging  profes- 
openly  as  such,  and  to  announce  by  ^ional  books  ever  written;  but  that  was 
the  bellman  that  they  may  be  con-  inaccessible  to  the  poor  student  from 
suited  daily  at  No.  so  and  so,  in  such  its  price,  to  say  nothing  of  its  size— 
and  such  a  street,  there  is  nothing  for  fonr  vols.  4to. !  In  short,  there  was 
them  but  to  fly  to  the  ink-bottle.  The  nothing  for  us  but  Cooper's  '*  First 
false  delicacy  just  alluded  to,  we  may  Lines" — first  lines,  indeed,  and  dry  as 
hope  in  time  to  see  redressed,  or  sot  the  remainder  biscuit  after  a  twelve- 
over  ;  for  we  already  notice  people  wno  month's  voyage,  though  spiced  by  the 
think  themselves  very  regular— Doctors  admirable  Dictionary,  had  the  i  uveniles 
and  Presidents  and  Professors,  F.R.S.'s  been  recommended  to  it,  but  they  were 
and  F.R.S.C.E.'s,  paraded  in  the  ad-  not.  At  the  present  time  the  student 
vertisine  columns  of  Punch,  and  the  of  surgery  has  half  a  dozen  excellent 
Dispatcn,  and  the  Satirist,  in  company  works  to  select  from :  he  has  "  Liston's 
with  Messrs.  Goss  and  Perry,  Cockle  Elements"— a  book  with  more  learn- 
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ing  than   the  paucity  of  quotatioiMi   ia  ainoAed  without  his  presence  being 

would  lead  one   to  suspect ;    Syme*s    perceived ;  he  is  but  one  of  the  rank 

**  Principles/'  an  admirjibie  irork,  terse,    and  file ;  he  stands  up  before  us  among 

sententious,  full  of  ineaiiing,  carefully    the  100,000  men  all  clothed  and  ac- 

put  together,  a  aure  guide ;  Druitt's    coutred  alike,   obedient  to  the  same 

**  Yadfjfaawn,"  an  unsurpassable  com-    command,  apt  to  discharge  the  same 

pendium,  not  only  of  surgical  but  of   offices,  needing  no  particular  attention ; 

medical  practice.     And  then,  for  the    and  so  it  comes  to  be  strictly  true,  as 

manned  department  and  much   more    Monsieur  Pibrac  said  lon^  ago,  that 

besides,   he  has  Liston's  "  Operative    "  Nous  perdrions  une  granae  partie  de 

Surgery,"  and  Fergusson's  **  System  of   notre  savoir,  si  nous  ^tions  debarass^s 

Practicai  Surgery'^^-both  works  of  the    de  toutes  nos  erreurs ;"  a  conceit,  or 

highest  stamp.    Finally,  he  has  Profes-    sentiment,  which  Mr.  Abemethy  trans- 

sor  Miller's  "  Principles."    We  do  not    lated  in  some  such  way  as  this :  *'  In- 

venture  to  direct  the  student's  choice,    crease  of  knowledge  is  like  increase  of 

Men  are  sufficiently  apt  to  think  the    nothing  else ;   it  is  attended  with  a 

last   the    best,    particularly    in    sci>    shrinking  in  the  mass."     The  seven 

ence  ;  and  it  is  certain,  indeed,  that  he    volumes  8vo.,  the  four  volumes  4to., 

who  has  the  mind  and  science  which    are  shrunk  into  a  single  post  8vo.  vo- 

w^e  look  for  in  a  teacher  at  the  present    lume  of  some  700  pages ;  and  yet  these 

day,  has  always  an  advantage  over  his    contain  more  of  positive  information 

predecessors.    Although  there  are  se-    than  the  collected  3,500  8vo.,  or  the 

Teral  works,  then,  of  the  same  scope    2,000  4to.  broadsides    that   preceded 

and  purpose  as  Professor  Miller's,  we    them.    Professor  Miller,  from  his  po- 

are  pleased  to  have  it ;  as  an  improve-    sition  and  experience,  had  a  title  to 

ment,  we  will  venture  to  say,  up|on  all    come  before  the  world  as  the  author  of 

that  has  gone  before  it,  we  bid  it  wel-    an  elementary  work.    We  are  happy  to 

come.  be  able  to  say,  that,  in  our  opinion,  he 

The  work  is  manifestly  calculated  for  has  written  an  excellent  one. 
the  student,  not  for  elderly  gentlemen  The  book  is  inscribed  to  Mr.  Liston, 
who  wear  glasses.  Having,  neverthe-  who  may  be  said  to  be  the  professional 
less,  in  discharge  of  our  critical  duties,  parent  of  both  the  professors  of  suigery, 
to  look  into  its  pages,  we  have  been  m  the  University  of  Edinburgh  i  Mr. 
led  unconsciously  somewhat  to  strain  Syme,  as  well  as  Mr.  Miller,  having 
our  eyes  over  them ;  for,  in  truth,  we  been  his  pupil,  and  having  also  dedi- 
found  the  matter  so  pleasantly  put  to-  cated  his  book  to  his  old  friend  and 
gether,  that  we  were  induced  to  refresh  instructor, 
our  memory  upon  more  than  one  point  — 

of  practice,  and  to  ascertain  whether  M-x^-nTr*  at    r*  a  'ZiTTn^T? 

any  change  had  come  over  the  spirit  of  JVIJ1« JJIU AJ-i  vjAZiJIi  1 1  Jli, 

chirurgery  since  we  listened  to  John  ^^.^      ^^^^^^^  13  ^^ 

Thomson  m  the  north,  to  John  Aber-  ^'     ' 

nethy   in    Uie    south,    and     to    the  "UcetomnibM,  licet  etiammihi,  digrnitotcm 

venerable  Baron  Boyer  on  the  other  ^rftifMUoetueri;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in 

side    of   the    channel.      No    question  dablicom  sit,  dicendi  periculmn  non  recmo." 

about  it,  science,  surgical  science,  has  Cic»eo 
advanced;    and  we  are  well  pleased 

to  have  lived  in  times  that  have  done  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  BILL. 

so  much  to  clear  up  fundamental  prin-  x-hb  registration  of  students  clause  ; 

ciples.     The  theoir  of  surgery  but  few  the  constitution  of  the  bzaminino 

years  ago  was  a  chaos  in  spite  of  the  bodies,  and  the  BFFiciBNCT  of  bxa- 

vauntea  labours  of  Hunter;  and  despite  mination  clauses. 

flLl.Sn/no"r^^w"JlS  t  lTiBobviou.lyi„tendedbytheframers 

flammation  was.    At  the  present  time  of  the  Bill  that  the  Council  of  Health 

all  is  order,  and  harmony,  and  light ;  and  Education  shall  be  supreme ;  it  wiH 

and  the  labour  of  learning,  despite  the  have  more  power  over  its  subordinates 

tive   sciences    individualities   extend,    <>'  convocation  of  individuals  m  this 
generals  shrink,  or  the  new  individual    country,  unless  it  be  the  House  of 
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Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  yerily  as  we  come  into  close  contact 
Claose  the  22d  enacts  that  no  bye-law  with  the  practical  clauses  of  this  Bill 
to  be  made  by  any  of  the  Royal  Col-  we  begin  to  be  somewhat  in  love  with 
leges  of  Physicians  or  Surgeons  of  it — we  would  willingly  excuse  some- 
England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  shall  thing  that  we  think  might  be  better — 
be  of  any  force  nntil  a  copy  thereof,  and  irho  knows  but  that  by  labouring 
with  the  seal  of  the  College  propound-  zealously  and  candidly  at  the  measure, 
ing  it,  shall  have  been  laid  before  and  we  may  get  what  appears  amiss  in  it 
approved  by  the  Council  of  Health  and  made  better  P  for  that  which  we  freely 
Education.  We  do  not  know  that  this  admit  to  be  excellent  in  its  provisions, 
was  very  necessary;  we  own  to  the  The  system  of  registration  must  be  very 
infirmity  of  liking  to  see  men  left  to  different  from  that  pursued  at  present 
govern  themselves.  True  it  is,  the  bye-  at  Surgeons'  College  and  Apothecaries' 
laws  of  some  of  our  medical  Colleges  Hall.  There,  it  is  notorious  that  the 
have  sometimesbeen  indifferent  enough;  young  men  sign  for  one  another;  and 
but  it  is  an  experiment  to  be  made  whe*  not  unfrequently  the  signer  is  in  Lon- 
ther  they  will  be  any  better  with  the  don  only  for  the  day  on  which  he  signs. 
revision  of  the  central  Coancil ;  with  We  have  heard  a  friend  speak  of  the 
our  free  press  and  open  diseussion  we  exultation  and  amazement  he  experi- 
bave  long  ceased  to  be  afraid  of  any  rienced  the  first  winter  he  lectured,  at 
iniquity  being  committed  and  persisted  the  number  of  students  who  signed  upon 
in ;  redress  was  always  had  at  last.  The  a  requisition  from  the  College  of  Sur- 
Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  geons  for  a  return  of  the  students  at- 
geons  in  London,  responsible  to  nobody,  tending  each  class ;  he  thought  he  was 
would  never  have  ventured  to  do  what  to  deliver  himself  upon  his  unpopular 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  £ng-  subject  of  Practice  of  Medicine  to 
land  have  done  in  conformity  with  the  crowded  benches,  instead  of  to  ten  or  a 
provisions  of  the  New  Medical  Bill.  dozen.  He  soon  discovered  his  mis- 
Clause  23d  authorizes  the  Council  to  take :  the  gentlemen  registered ;  they 
make  regulations  for  registering  the  did  not  mean  to  attend ;  and  the  lec- 
medical  and  surgical  students  by  the  torer  by  and  by  lost  caste  for  ever,  by 
proper  officers  of  the  several  hospitals  refusing  to  sign  certificates  of  regular 
or  medical  or  surgical  schools  at  which  attendance  for  individuals  whom  he  had 
they  study,  who  may  exact  a  fee  for  never  seen  since  the  signing  day  at  the 
such  itgistration  not  exceeding  ten  beginning  of  the  session,  till  its  ap- 
shillings  in  each  case,  the  fee  to  be  proaching  close.  The  Council  of  Health 
remitted  to  the  secretary  of  the  Coun-  and  Education  must  be  warned  upon 
cil  of  Health  and  Education,  and  to  be  this  point ;  if  they  can  devise  machinery 
applied  towards  the  expenses  of  the  to  make  regular  attendance  upon  lec- 
Act.  Retoms  are  farther  to  be  made  tures  imperative,  to  secure  the  presence 
to  the  Council  of  the  studentu,  in  such  of  students  in  the  lecture  room,  and  to 
manner  and  form  as  the  Council  shall  free  the  lecturer  from  the  odious  busi- 
directi  and  no  hospital  or  school  shall  ness  of  setting  his  name  to  what  he 
be  recognized  by  any  of  the  licensing  knows  not  to  be  true  in  almost  every 
Royal  Colleges  which  shall  neglect  or  alternate  instance,  at  some  schools, 
refuse  to  give  due  effect  to  such  regular  they  will  do  much,  very  much,  to  ad- 
tions  as  the  Council  may  make.— All  vance  the  science  and  the  practice  of 
who  have  experience  of  medical  stu-  medicine  in  this  country.  The  vast 
dents  will  see  the  propriety,  the  neces-  amount  of  labour  bestowed,  and  of 
sity,  of  some  such  regulation  as  this—  thought  expended,  by  lecturers  on  the 
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several  branches  of  medicine,  is  unima-  proval  of  the  Council,  shall  agree  upon 

gined  by  all,  save  the  individual  who  among  themselves ;  further,  the  fees  of 

has  gone  through  the  arduous  duties  of  examination  are  to  be  divided  between 

the  teacher.    If  the  Council  approve  the  bodies  in  such  manner  as  they  may 

of  attendance  on    lectures  being  re-  agree  upon  among  themselves,  or,  in 

quired,  let  them  also  secure  that  atten-  case  of  difference,  as  the  Council  shall 

dance  be  given.    The  teachers  them-  determine  on  with  respect  to  any  point 

selves  cannot  do  this.  upon  which  they  shall  not  be  agreed. 

It  strikes  us  that  there  is  one  impor-  As  we  interpreted  the  Bill  at  first,  and 
tant  omission  in  this  Registration  of  looking  only  at  an  early  clause,  we  did 
Students  Clause ;  it  is,  that  no  informa-  not  observe  this  provision  for  haimo- 
tion  is  taken  as  to  previous  study.  But  nious  or  simultaneous  working  between 
we  hold  it  of  the  last  importance  that  the  candidate  and  the  several  examining 
he  who  is  to  be  the  future  practi-  bodies— we  make  the  framers  of  the  bill 
tioner  of  medicine,  should,  in  the  first  the  amende,  and  own  to  our  short- 
place,  be  the  liberally  educated  man.  sightedness. — Surely  an  efficient  and 
We  would  have  an  examination  preli-  fair  examination  ought  to  be  the  result 
minary  to  registration,  made  imperative,  of  what  may  be  called  open  questioning 
to  which  none  should  be  admitted  who  by  gentlemen  members  of,  and  ap- 
had  not  completed  his  1 7th  or  18th  year,  pointed  by,  two  distinct  royal  Colleges, 
This  we  are  disposed  to  look  upon  as  in  presence  of  each  other.  No  question 
the  first  and  most  essential  step  to  be  will  be  propounded  that  ought  not  to 
taken,  in  any  attempt  to  raise  the  cha-  be  answered ;  no  one,  failing  to  answer 
racter  of  the  medical  profession.  If  the  examining  bodies  so  constituted,  will 
framers  of  the  bill  thought  an  inferior  think  himself  unfairly  dealt  by  when 
class  of  practitioners  necessary  to  meet  he  is  referred  back  to  his  studies, 
the  wants  of  the  labomrer  and  artizan —  The  division  of  fees  is  another  im- 
which  we  do  not— we  would  still  en-  portant  element  in  tins  clause.  It  is 
treat  them  for  the  preliminary  exami-  its  wealth  that  has  enabled  the  Royal 
nation  from  the  aspirant  to  the  higher  College  of  Surgeons  of  England  to 
grade — firom  him  who  aimed  at  the  strengthen  itself  with  its  magnificent 
dignity  of  Physician  or  Surgeon.  But  museum  and  numerous  library  j  it  is 
probably  this  is  held  matter  of  detail,  its  poverty  that  has  prevented  the  Royal 
and  is  left  to  the  licensing  colleges  to  re-  College  of  Physicians  from  doing  aught 
quire  :  we,  for  our  part,  esteem  it  of  in  the  same  direction  for  the  accommo- 
such  vital  importance,  that  we  should  dation  of  its  Fellows  and  Members,  and 
have  been  pleased  to  have  seen  it  form-  that  leaves  it  even  at  the  present  hour 
ing  the  subject  of  a  distinct  clause  in  witliout  other  hold  upon  our  considera- 
the  Bill.  tion  and  regard  than  it  has  from  its  an- 

The  24th  clause  provides  that  where  tiquity,  from  its  historical  associations, 

the  concurrence  of  more  than  one  body  and  from  the  learning  andcharacter  of  its 

is  required  for  qualifying  parties  for  individual  associates.    With  the  fees  of 

registration  by  the  Council,  the  exami-  licentiates  divided  between  it  and  the 

nation  may  take  place  either  separately  College  of  Surgeons,  the  College  of  Phy- 

before  examiners  appointed  by  each  sicianswillbeable  to  do  much  more  than 

body,  or  before  a  joint  board  of  exami-  its  funds  have  yet  permitted  it  to  accom- 

ners  to  be  appointed  by  each  body  sepa-  plish ;  it  may  by  and  by  have  a  patholo- 

rately  or  conjointly,  in  such  number,  gical  collection  second  to  none  in  Europe, 

manner,  and  form,  and  at  such  times  and  a  library  equal  to  the  one  in  Lincoln's 

and  places,  as  the  bodies,  with  the  ap-  Inn  Fields.    The  profession,  instead  of 
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one,  will  thus  have  two  grand  reposi-    it  professes  to  protect  the  medical  pro- 
tones  of  &cts— that  i8,of  experience— to    fession  and  public  health,  they  believe 

appeal  to;  and  if  the  accumulated  ex-  ?'  .*°.^  ^*T?Z  ^ml "?®'  grievously 

«l!^nn«^  ^f  ^^^iri^A  \^    r             1  injunous  to  both.    That  it  offers  direct 

penence  of  mankind  be  of  any  value,  encouragement  to  empiricism  with  its 

who  shall  say  that  this  will  not  con-  enormous  and  incalculable  evils,  tends 

duce  to  the  best  ends  ?     We  see  wider  ^^  degrade  the  educated  and  legalized 

and  better  prospects  for  our  profession  Pi'actotioner,    and  to  discourage   and 

'    ^u: •         J         11     X         .  .  retard  medical  science." 

in  this  wise  and  excellent  provision.  On  Thursday,  the  10th  Inst.,  a  nume- 

The  25th  clause  provides  for  the  rous  meeting  of  the  profession    was 

efficiency  of  the  examination,  and  need  held  in  the  Theatre  of  the  Philoso- 

not  detain  us.     It  is  good,— always  ad-  P^^cal  Institution,  Bristol :  Mr.  Morti- 

nuuing the.upx«»e authori^ of Coun-  SS?/Atini^^^5^^^^^^^^ 

cil  to  be  good,  which  we  are  inclined  to  that  they  would  all  agree  with  him  that 

do  in  the  present  instance.     The  ex-  the  object  of  Sir  James  Graham  was  to 

amining  bodies  are  to  make  returns  to  benefit  the  profession,  by  raising  the 

the  Council  of  the  particulare  of  their  «*?°^*^,  ^^  education,  and  thereby 
'  ^'  X  I^.  i_  "'*  "*  "''^"^  raising  the  general  respectability  of  the 
examraaUons,  at  which  any  Secretary  whole  profetsion;  that  was  avowed  in 
or  any  member  of  the  Council  may  be  the  preamble;  and  he  thought  that 
present.  they  would  also  agree  with  him  that 
— . they  should  discuss  it  with  calmness 
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W.  do  not  profess  to  keep,  or  to  render.  1:^11:^:^:^^  tl^lS. 
n?»^"?r'  Of  eyery  meeting  that  takes    cJnnfcted  with  the  practice  TZyTc 

1  notlL  hvTh^mli;.  ^'""•"f  "'hjph  feult  if  they  did  not  assist  it  in  making 
IJ^^^.  ..If  »  *' V*  °^  '  provincial  the  bill  as  perfect  as  possible,  as  thi 
paper  is  sent  to  us.  however,  we  have    govemmentliad  purposely  given  them 

l^fn    f^r^thf  K  =,*5««r«ti"#»  Qiat  opportunity.^b/leavLf  it  on  th" 

^ill?    '^'•.*'»e«)e8t  feathers   the  table  ofthe  House  just  priviously  to 

K.W  hJn^^IS.^^  "5"^  ^  ^•""'  the  recess,  and  thereby  FoHc  ting  the 

O^T.S^^Ti^^^  f\  °P'"*°n  of  t»>e  profession  npon  the  sub- 

On  Tuesday,  the  8th  insL,  the  mem-  jwt :  for  this  courtesy  thefwere  much 

^"^."Lk  *  '°ed««^.P™fc8«on  reridine  Indebted  to  Sir  Jamw  G« W    The 

Zft^A^p'"'^  »P  n^'ghbourho^  Council  of  Health  and  Educi  WM 

CoLtv  Si  Dr  r«£i'^n^^  V^^  ""  '"»P°^°*  <=!'"««  in  «»e  new  WU. 

i^h-n  ^i,- ^'.?  •  ^."'^*'  "*  ^%  ''^'^'  Wherein  the  Government  retained  the 

r  ^^.'t*"""!"?  «PI?««^  were  power  of  forming  a  large  portion  of  its 

do^  WWl.?.hJ*^   »^  ^if'?!?  '°2  members  by  the  crown"  the  register! 

iZlL.  ^^i  i^n"  'n«*'»n8,h%}Jed  'uch  also,  of  all  licensed  practitioners  unde^ 

portions  of  the  biU  as  are  calculated  "to  the  tides  of  physicians,  sureeons   or 

in^ease  the  influence  of  the  profession  licentiates  in  medicine  aSd^t^™ 

^«i?S^r '  f  «^««"r«  St  ''"not  but  appeared  in  its  general  chanicteJ^ 
regard  with  a  feehng  of  regret  and  dis-    gSSd ;  but  the  penal  clauseTwere  iZ 

wK  «mot.'-nt^- T"  PS'^'Pt"  ">«««"»  fo'  th^eir  prop^  eTd?.^d 
±±r„rj!.fl'rir!'!!:"!.^»J»>!    '««  ^^ose  who  had  ^i  ,he  ordeal  of 


Dr.  S^monds-and  we  make  a  point 
on,  ♦«  tt"  -<r-^  "♦••-'  -..V.     ,"  .V       i:  quofng  every  word  that  a  man  so 


^^^*^^^^l?J^T'^\.l'^  T^  "f  1"0"n?  '^"-y  *o'd  that 
miriL«.«^^,K  !^'^ "l*''"**  **,  distJngnisled  s^d  on  the  occasion- 
meeting  rejprd  with  satisfaction  some  of  in  rising  to  piotxise  the  first  rmoln 

e^'teSfiillTf'sir'jamrGJj;  ''''  ^"^  ««>».  "4ged?~s^tSrhJrhouTnoi 

i  -hli- A.        •       •.*"?i!*5.*'"'y^t«"  have  taken  any  part  in  the  nresent 

a  whole  they  view  It  with  disappoint-  meeting  had  he   not   been   apS 

ment,  disapprobation,  andalarm.  ^ile  previowly  that  it  was  iSedXt  5 
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should  be  conducted  in  a  conciliatory  medical  practitioner  had  to  toil  from 

spirit,  for  he  thought  that  the  profession  early  dawn  to  dewy  eve,  and  frequently 

fenerally  were  greatly  indebted  to  Sir  lost  his  rest  for  perhaps  three  nights  in 
ames  trraham  for  having  introduced  a  week,  and  for  which,  if  his  remunera- 
the  measure ;  and  he  certamly  was  the  tion  at  all  equalled  that  of  some  persons 
first  Minister  of  the  Crown  who  had  who  were  employed  in  Mlely  minister- 
brought  forward  such  an  important  and  ing  to  the  artificial  tastes  of  mankind, 
general   measure   for  the   reform   of  there  was  an  immediate  outcry  that  he 
medical  practice.    In  doing  so  there  was  realising  a  wonderful  income :  too 
could  be  no  doubt  but  that  he  must  often,  however,  the  medical  man  re- 
have  had  ereat  difiiculties  to  contend  ceived  but  a  scanty  remuneration  for 
with ;  but  he  certainly  thought  that  as  his  anxious  care,  and  the  important 
a  whole  the  bill  had  been  carefully  services  which  he  rendered  the  public." 
framed.    As  regarded  that  portion  of  it  Various  resolutions  in  harmony  with 
which  constituted  a  Central  Council  of  the  spirit  thus  evinced,  and  laudatory  of 
Health,  to  whom  appeals  might   be  the  Company  of  Apothecaries,  were 
made,  &c.  he  thought  there  could  be  passed, 
but  one  opinion  as  to  the  great  advan- 
tages which  must  result  from  the  ap-  At  the  Meeting  at  Kensington,*- 
pointment  of  such  a  body ;  there  could  Mr.  Merriman   in  the   chair,  —  Mr. 
also  be   but  one  opinion  as  to   the  Godrich,  in  moving  the  first  resoiu- 
register  of  qualified  practitioners :  still,  tion,  said  ihe  bill  would,  he  was  con- 
however,  while  he  confessed  his  ap-  fident,   afford   no    real  protection   to 
proval  of  the  bill  as  a  whole,  he  was  not  the  profession ;  that,  in  fact,  it  was  an 
olind  to  its  faults,  the  principal   of  attempt  to  lower  the  general  practi- 
which  was  the  want  of  proper  protec-  tioners ;  that  it  tended  to  separate  the 
tion  for  the  legally  Qualified  practi-  duties  of  the  surgeon  and  physician, 
tioner.    He  thought  tnat  they  ouffht  which  he  disapproved  of^  ana  to  throw 
to  demand  such  protection,  and  tnat  open  the  profession  to  every  chariatan. 
the  ignorant,  unqualified,  contra-band  llie  first  resolution  was  to  the  effect 
practitioner,    should   be     subject    to  that  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  act  of 
penal  enactments.    He  knew  that  it  1815  as  prohibits  an^  unlicensed  person 
might  be  said  that  the  register  was  from  practising,   without  substituting 
open  to  the  public,  and  that  the  nubile  some  other  protective  enactment,  would 
thus  had  their  choice  of  qualified  prac-  be  productive  of  serious  evil  both  to  the 
titioners :  it  might  also  be  said  that  it  public  and  general  practitioner, 
would  be  contrary  to  the  recognised  Dr.  Ogier  Ward  moved  the  second 
liberty  of  Englishmen  were  they  not  resolution,  which  characterized  the  con- 
allowed  this  cQoice,  for  if  they  were  stitution  of  the  Council  of  Health,  with- 
foolish  enough  to  applv  to  improper  out  any  representative  of  the  body  of 
persons  they  suffered  death  for  their  general  practitioners,  as  most  unjust, 
folly.  This  was  not,  however,  the  quea-  and  derogjatory  to  the  class, 
tion ;  for  was  it  right  that  our  Govern-  The  third  resolution  was  moved  by 
ment  should  allow,  an^  ignorant  em-  Mr.  Wooley,  and  was  to  the  effect : 
piric  to  practise  ?  was  it  justice  for  the  "That  this  meeting  cheerfully  bears 
Government  to  encourage  imposture?  testimony  to  the  satisfactory  manner  in 
was  it  correct  that  the  public  health  which  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  have 
should  be  subjected  to  ignorant  pre-  carried  out  their  act  of^l 8 15,  as  evinced 
tenders  P    He  did  not  think  that  they  by  the  high  standard  of  medical  educa- 
ought  to  go  before  the  Government  tion  which  they  have  established.  And 
with  an  argumentum  ad  tnitericordiam^  further,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
but  he  did  think  that  the  course  of  meeting  that  the  regulations  relating  to 
education  which  they  had  to  go  through  the  medical  education  of  the  general 
previously  to  their  entering  the  pro-  practitioner,  and  the  medical  examina- 
fession,   and  the  toils  the^    had    to  tion  as  to  his  efiiciency,  should  be  corn- 
undergo  in  its  practice,  entitled  them  mitted  solely  to  members  of  his  own 
to  something    beyond  mere   justice ;  grade,  which  has  for  nearly  30  years  so 
that    it  entitled   them  to    protection  ably  performed  those  duties,  and  ren- 
in  the    exercise    of  that    profession  dered  thereby  such  essential  service  to 
which  it  had  cost  them  so  much  toil  the  country  and  the  profession,  and 
and  expense  to  acquire.    He  was  sure  not,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  to  persons 
that  every  one  present  knew  that  the  whose  interest  it  may  be  to  lower  the 
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standard  of  education,  and  lessen  the 
efficiency  of  that  branch  of  the  pro- 
fession." 

Mr.  Pollock  proposed  the  fourth  re- 
solution, which  was  as  follows  :-«-<'  That 
while  this  meeting  agrees  in  the  pro- 
priety of  having  a  general  registration 
of  all  the  legally  qualified  medical 
practitioners,  it  must  object,  first,  to  a 
tax  being  laid  upon  men  who  haTa 
idready  Men  put  to  a  great  expense  in 
paying  the  admission  fee  of  the  existing 
medical  corporation;  and,  secondly, 
that  the  registnition  clauses  do  not 
efifectually  preclude  by  their  penalties 
the  influx  of  uneducated  and.  dis* 
qualified  men  into  the  profession." 

The  cordial  thanks  of  the  meeting 
having  been  voted  to  the  Times  and 
Mr.  Wakley,  for  their  powerful  advo- 
czcy  of  the  principle  ot  protection  to 
the  public  healthy  the  me^^g  sepa*- 
ratea. 

This  was  obviously  a  meeting  actuated 
by  a  very  diflferent  spirit  from  the  Bris- 
tol meeting.  It  was  what  may  be 
called  a  radical  meeting. 

We  have,  farther,  notices  of  meetings 
held  at  Wrexham,  where  the  usual 
resolutions  were  passed,  and  a  petition 
adopted,  from  which  the  following  is 
an  extract :  "  That  as,  in  framincr  the 
proposed  Bill,  it  has  been  consiaered 
expedient  that  certain  qualifications 
shall  be  required  in  those  Members  of 
the  Profession  who  may  be  appointed 
to  any  public  situations,  your  Peti^ 
tioners  would  humbly  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  your  Honourable  House 
the  necessity  of  affording  to  the  public 
in  genera],  in  the  far  more  extensive 
field  of  private  practice,  the  same  pro- 
tection which  has  been  very  wisely 
thought  necessary  for  inmates  of  Hos- 
pitals and  Workhouses." 

I'here  was  also  a  meeting  at  Woolwich 
on  the  1  ith,  at  which  it  was  resolved 
unanimously  to  petition  the  House  of 
Commons  against  several  objectionable 
clauses  contained  in  Sir  James  Graham's 
BilL 

POISONING  wiTB  RADIX  6AMBUCI. 

_A  WBAKLT  woman,  54  yean  of  a^,  who 
had  bean  sick  all  day,  and  thrown  up  a 
quantity  of  greenish  staff,  which  she  re- 
garded as  bile,  was  persuaded  by  her  hus- 
band to  take  two  table-spoonfhls  of  the 
juice  of  the  fresh  elder  root,  which  he  him- 
self had  dug  up,  shaved  down,  and  pressed. 
The  woman  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the 
abdomen.    She  was  ordered  seme  inAision 


of  senna,  but  did  not  take  it,  as  the'bowels 
began  almost  immediately  to  act  oopioosly. 
Next  day  the  symptoms  were  those  of  en* 
teritis :  paralysis  of  the  lungs  followed,  and 
the  patient  died.  The  body  was  not  opened. 
— Db.  ScHOLLMSTsa,  Medicimsche  Z«i- 
tung,  No.  8,  1844. 

NOTE  FROM  MR.  GAY. 


7b  tkt  Editor  qftke  Medical  Qazeiie, 
Sib, 
In  a  late  number  of  a  cotemporary  journal. 
Dr.  Cestello  has  announced  me  as  one  of 
hie  eoUeaguee.      May  I  be  permitted  to 
state,  through  the  medium  of  your  journal, 
that  I  am  not  a  colleague  of,  nor  in  any  way 
whatever  connected  with,  that  gentleman. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Gat,  F.R.C.S.E. 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  frc. 
II,  Fwement,  Oct.  14, 1S44. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Genilemenyfho  have  obtained  Certifieatee, 
Thursday,  October  10.  — W.  P.  Beloe, 
Lynn  Ilegis,  Norfolk. — W.  Loipingwell, 
Good  Easter,  Essex. — H.  James  Stokes, 
Rochester,  Kent. — W.  Cholmeley,  Wayn- 
flete,  Lincolnshire. — S.  J.  Remnant,  Tavis- 
tock Square. 

MORTALITY  of  thx  METROPOUS. 

Deathe  Jrom  all  causee  registered  in  the 

week  endmg  Saturday,  October  5. 

Dropsy,  Cancer,  Diseases  of  Uneertain  Seat  109 

Diseaiei  of  the  Brain.  Xerves,  and  Senses  ..  150 

Diseases  of  Lonn  and  Organs  of  Respiration  353 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood-vessels ....  88 

Diseases  of  Stomach,  Organa  of  Digestion^ftc  85 

Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc... 6 

Childbed 7 

Psrsmenia. 0 

Ovarian  Dropsy  0 

Disease  of  Uterus,  Jto 1 

Arthritis 0 

Ahemnatism 9 

Diseases  of  Joints,  &c % 

Carbuncle 0 

Phlegmon  D 

Ulcer   1 

Fistula   0 

Diseases  of  Skin,  ftc 1 

Old  Ace  or  Natural  Decay 47 

Deaths  by  Violence,  Privation,  ftc S6 

Small  Pox 61 

Measles  97 

Scarlatina  87 

Hooping  Cough  16 

Oroup • 6 

Thrush    U 

Diarrhcsa    15 

asentery  9 

ftlerm   0 

Jailuensa , 1 

Ague. 0 

-Remittent  Fever 1 

Typhus 93 

Erysipelas  ...,., 7 

SyphiUs  *....  1 

Hydropbobia 0 

Caases not specilked «.. S 

Deaths  flPDm  all  Causes ^901 

yriuioK  ft  OoiLVY,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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SUBSTANCE  rynx,  and  to  close  the  apertare  in  it.    So 
^,  firmly  fixed  were  the  two  portioni  of  the 
/^TTVTTOAF       Tvr^oiTTisvo  t^yroid  Cartilage  by  the  cicatrization  of  the 
CLINICAL      LECTURES  goft  parts  around  them,  that  it  did  not  ap. 
Delivered  by  Mr.  Stanley,  P®*""  probable  that  these  objects  could  be 
_     _                    ,                      ,             ,  attained  by  means  of  sutures  passed  through 
M  St.  Bartholomew' a  Hotpital,  durinff  the  the  portions  of  the  thyroid  cartUage,  in  the 
Summer  Seseion  1844.  view  of  drawing  them  together.     The  only 
'  available  suggestion  was,   to   separate  the 
Treatmeni  qf  Trantveree  Divuiont  tif  the  firmly  cicatrized  tissues  from  the  lower  por- 
Larynx  and  Trachea.  tion  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  in  the  hope  that 
The  rule  of  practice  usually  observed  in  the  when  thus  liberated  it  would  rise  to  its  pro- 
treatment  of  these  injuries,  is  to  trust  to  po-  per  position.     I  determined  to  try  this  plan, 
sition  alone  for  the  approximation  of  the  but  had  proceeded  a  very  little  way  with  it, 
divided  structures.     The  following  cases,  of  when  I  discovered,  close  to  the  wound  I  had 
recent  occurrence  in  the  hospital,  have  con-  made,  the  pulsations  of  two  large  arteries, 
veyed  to  us  the  practical  lesson,  that  other  which  I  presumed  to  be  the  superior  thy. 
measures  may  be  requisite  to  counteract  the  roids,  the  division  of  either  of  which  might 
retraction  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  larynx  be  expected  to  cause  serious  mischief,  from 
or  trachea,  consequent  on  a  free  division  of  the  blood  flowing  into  the  larynx.      Conse- 
either  structure  in  the  transverse  direction.  quently,  I  desisted  from  any  further  opera- 
An  elderly  man  passed  a  razor  across  the  tive  proceeding.     The  patient  left  the  hos- 
thyroid  cartilage,  the  lower  portion  of  which  pital  with  the  aperture  in  the  front  of  his 
retracted  freely,  leaving  a  wide  aperture  in  neck,  through  which  a  little  finger  could  be 
the  front  of  the  neck,  through  which  the  readily  passed  into  the  larynx,  and  he  was 
ventricles  of  the  larynx  and  ligaments  of  the  unable  to  articulate  distinctly  ;  but  this  ap- 
glottis  could  be  plainly  recognised.     No  su-  peared   to   be  the  only  material  inconve- 
tures  were  used.     Position  alone  was  relied  nience  he  suffered. 

upon  as  the  means  of  approximating  the  di-  A  woman,  aged  62,  in  a  fit  of  insanity 
vided  parts.  With  the  head  and  neck  in-  made  an  extensive  wound  across  the  lower 
clined  downwarc^s  and  forwards,  the  edges  part  of  her  neck  with  a  carving-knife,  di- 
of  the  wound  in  the  skin  came  readily  into  viding  the  trachea,  and  exposing  the  carotid 
contact,  and  it  was  expected  that  with  the  arteries ;  it  was  apprehended,  besides,  that 
healing  of  the  soft  parts  around  the  larynx,  the  oesophagus  had  been  injured,  from  the 
the  two  portions  of  the  thyroid  cartilage  circumstance  that  liquids  taken  into  the 
would  gardually  approximate ;  but  it  proved  mouth  directly  escaped  through  the  wound, 
otherwise.  The  integuments  cicatrized  and  continued  to  do  so  for  a  few  days.  The 
around  the  divided  edges  of  the  thyroid  car-  lower  portion  of  the  trachea  retracting  very 
tilage,  but  its  lower  portion  remained  firmly  freely,  the  wound  presented  a  wide  and  deep 
fixed  in  the  depressed  position.  During  the  gap  in  the  front  of  the  neck ;  at  the  bottom 
cicatrization  of  the  integuments,  the  aper-  of  which  could  be  recognized  the  glottis 
tare  in  the  larynx  contracted  in  some  degree,  above,  and  the  orifice  of  the  trachea  below, 
but  it  was  stiU  considerable.  After  several  No  sutures 'were  employed;  the  head  and 
months  httd  elapsed,  as  no  further  change  neck  were  strictly  kept  in  the  position  fa- 
was  apparently  going  on  in  the  parts,  various  voarable  to  the  approximation  of  the  divided 
suggestions  were  offered  as  to  the  means  parts.  The  reparation  of  the  soft  structores 
likely  to  raise  the  lower  portion  of  the  k-  proceeded  favourably }  but  it  was  observed 
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that  the  contraction  of  the  outward  wound  r3rnx."  He  then  relates  a  case  of  cut 
was  not  accompanied  by  any  approximation  throat  which  occurred  in  Charity  Hospital  at 
of  the  upper  and  lower  portions  of  the  Berlin,  where  the  thyroid  cartilage  was  di- 
trachea ;  and  farther,  that  a  narrowing  of  Tided,  and  adds,  "  that  in  this  patient,  the 
the  lower  orifice  of  the  trachea  was  gradu-  tendency  of  the  lowef  end  of  the  divided  la- 
ally  taking  place,  with  increasing  difficulty  rynx  to  sink  down  from  the  upper,  was  such 
of  breathing,  accompanied  by  a  profuse  dis-  as  to  occasion  the  necessity  of  a  suture 
charge  of  thin  mucus,  secreted  by  tlie  lining  through  the  substance  of  each  portion  of 
membrane  of  the  trachea  and  bronchi.  The  the  cartilage  (thyroid),  that  sutures  passed 
orifice  of  the  trachea  became  reduced  to  the  simply  through  the  soft  textures  repeatedly 
diameter  of  a  goose-quill,  and  thus  scarcely  gave  way,  and  that  the  healing  in  this  case 
permitted  the  passage  of  sufficient  air  for  the  was  perfect."* 

maintenance  of-  life.  Under  these  circnm-  In  the  narrative  of  the  case  of  the  female 
stancTs  she  gradually  sunk,  and  died  about  who  divided  her  trachea  with  a  carving 
two  months  after  the  infliction  of  the  injury,  knife,  it  is  mentioned  that  during  the  first 
On  examining  the  body,  it  was  found  that  few  days,  liquids  swallowed  directly  flowed 
the  narrowing  of  the  orifice  of  the  trachea  through  the  wound  in  the  neck,  leading  to 
was  the  result  of  the  thickening  and  pucker-  an  apprehension  that  the  oesophagus  was 
ing  of  the  surrounding  tissues,  and  that  the  injured,  which  certainly  had  not  occurred, 
division  of  the  tube  had  taken  place  between  I  have  noticed  this  circumstance  in  other 
its  first  and  second  rings  ;  but  it  did  not  instances  of  wounds  in  the  larynx  or  trachea, 
appear  that  the  trachea  had  been  completely  whether  inflicted  by  the  sui^eon  or  by  the 
divided  ;  a  portion  of  the  mucous  membrane  hand  of  the  suicide :  thus,  after  the  opera- 
at  its  back  part  had  apparently  been  left  tion  of  tracheotomy,  I  have  seen  the  fluid 
undivided  ;  but  it  was  not  suflicient  to  pre-  which  had  been  swallowed  flowing  through 
.  vent  the  lower  portion  of  the  trachea  sink-  the  slic  in  the  trachea.  It  would  accord- 
ing deeply  in  the  neck.  The  lungs  were  ingly  appear,  that  a  temporary  loss  of  the 
healthy.  irritability  of  the  glottis  is  the  consequence 

The  foregoing  cases  shew  the  inadequacy  of  a  wound  in  the  larynx  or  trachea, 
of  position  alone  to  obtain  the  approxima- 

tion  of  the  parts,  when  the  larynx  or  trachea  Subcutaneous  divinon  of  tendons. 

have  been  freely  divided  in  the  transverse         There  are  two  cases  in  the  hospital  well 

direction,  and  consequently  suggest  the  pro-  serving  to  illustrate  the  variety  of  circum- 

priety  of  using  sutures  in  the  treatment  of  stances  under  which  the  subcutaneous  divi- 

these  injuries.     But  sutures  passed  through  Bion  of  tendons  may  be  required, 
the  soft  tissues  covering  the  larynx  or  tra- 

chea  will  be  of  no  avail ;  to  be  effective,  they  ^«j«P»  equinus  tn  both  limbs  of  an  adult, 
must  penetrate  the  cartilages  themselves,  or        f"^^   rigidity  and   shortening  of  each 
the  fibrous  tissue  which  unites  them.    More-         tendo-AchiHes,  gradually  arising  without 
over,  the  right  time  for  employing  sutures         obvtous  cause.     Division  of  the  tendons. 
must  be  chosen.     During  the  first  period  of        A  man,  22  years  of  age,  had  during  the 

the  case  they  are  scarcely  admissible,  from  preceding  two  years  felt  a  gradually  increas- 

their  probable  effect  in  preventing  the  free  ^^8  inability  to  walk  with  ease  and  firmness, 

escape  of  the  blood  through  the  outward  On  examining  his  limbs  there  was  found  to 

wound  ;  nor  should  they  be  delayed  to  the  ^  rigidity,  with  apparent  shortening  of  each 

period    when  the  integuments,    &c.    have  tendo-Achilles,  which,  in  the  erect  posture, 

firmly  cicatrized  around  the  lower  retracted  prevented  his  heels  resting  on  the  ground, 

and  sunken  portion  of  the  larynx  or  trachea.  The  weight  of  the  body  had,  in  consequence, 

The  following  observations  have  been  re-  ^^^^  chiefly  transmitted  through  the  ante- 

oorded  by  Rust  of  Berlin,  shewing  that  he  ^or  or  digital  ends  of  the  metatarsal  bones, 

had  observed  the  difficulties  which  were  met  «nd  the  feet  were  becoming  deformed,  with 

with  in  the  foregoing  cases,  and  that  he  had,  shortening  from  the  heels  to  the  toes,  and 

as  it  appears  to  me,  rightly  considered  the  deepening  of  the  concavities  of  the  soles, 

means  of  obviating  them.      Rust  observes,  The  remedy  for  this  condition  of  the  limbs 

that  '*in  wounds  dividing  only  partially  the  appeared  to  be,  the  section  of  each  tendo- 

trachea  or  larynx,  a  suitably  inclined  posi-  Achilles,  in  order  that,  by  the  elongation  of 

tion  of  the  head  and  neck  is  generally  aU  the  muscles  of  the  calf,  the  heels   might 

that  is  required  to  effect  a  speedy  union  ;  but  i^adily  come  to  the  ground.      Accordingly 

where  the  larynx  or  trachea  is  completely  I  divided  each  tendo-Acbilles ;  and  in  a  few 

cut   across,   it  becomes  expedient  to  have  ^^J^  afterwards,  the  punctures  in  the  skin 

recourse*  to  sutures.      The  tendency  of  the  being  healed,  I  placed  one   limb  in  Stro- 

lower  portion  to  sink  down  from  the  upper  nieyer's  apparatus,  and  the  other  in  Scarpa's 

is  often  so  great,  that  we  must  not  limit  our  "^o®,  as  modified  by  Dr.  Little ;  this  was 

sutures  to  the  cellular  tissue,  but  pass  them  <^one  for  the  purpose  of  affording  to  the  stu- 

through  the  substance  of  the  trachea  itself,      "«  a «/.»».-  »^a  auk    ai ;; — 7^ 

and  even  through  the  cartilages  of  the  la-  NcpXu"v"ATm    "^"  ''"  ""''  ''"'*• 
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^ents  a  Tiew  of  the  mode  of  action  of  each  knee-joints  seemed  impraoticable.  Dinnon 
inatniment,  in  ^ndnally  bringing  the  foot  to  of  the  ham. strings  was  evidently  a  necessary 
a  right  angle  with  the  leg.  The  use  of  these  part  of  the  treatment ;  but  from  the  indis- 
instruments  was  contioned  about  six  weeks,  tinctness  of  their  outline,  this  could  not  be 
and  then  a  gentle  use  of  the  limbs  was  per>  so  easily  done  as  in  ordinary  cases.  To 
mitted.  By  degrees  the  muscles  of  the  calf  avoid  all  risk  of  injuring  the  popliteal  or 
regained  their  power  of  action  ;  and  in  about  peroneal  nerve,  or  the  popliteal  vessels,  I 
two  months  after  the  sections  of  the  tendons  deemed  it  prudent  to  divide  the  rigid  ham- 
the  man  left  the  hospital,  walking  well,  with  strings,  and  the  surrounding  indurated  oeU 
his  heels  coming  readily  to'  the  ground.  lular  tissue,  by  small  subcutaneous  incisions 
This  ease  is  interesting  as  an  example  of  many  times  repeated,  in  both  limbs,  apply<- 
shortening  and  rigidity  of  the  tendo-Achilles  ing  after  each  operation  the  apparatus  for 
in  the  adult,  arising  without  discoverable  extending  the  knee-joint.  Thus  T  pro- 
cause,  and  as  shewing  the  talipes  equinus  ceeded  for  many  months,  very  gradually  ef- 
thus  produced  to  be  curable  by  the  same  fecting  the  extension  of  both  knee-joints, 
means  as  the  ordinary  cases  of  this  conge-  and  feeling  justified  in  the  hope  of  success 
nital  distortion  of  the  foot.  by  observing  that  as  the  joints  were  slowly 
_.  ,  ,.  ,.  ,.,.  ^..  straightened,  they  became  moveable,  and  the 
BxUyM  contraction  and  tmmobjMy  of  the  m„«.les  shewed  no  want  of  power  to  act  on 
knee-jotnU,  hmtted  motton  qf  theankU^  them.  As  the  functions  of  the  knee-joints 
jomU,  consequent  onparaplegta:  dwmon  ^ere  restored,  it  became  evident  that  the 
of  the  ham^irtnga^  and  ^  the  tendo^  action  of  the  ankle-joints  was  impeded  by 
Achtllea  tn  each  limd.  the  rigidity  of  each  tendo- AchUles ;  accord- 
This  patient  is  a  man  53  years  of  age  :  he  ingly,  I  divided  both  these  tendons,  and 
stated,  that  about  two  years  ago,  he  slept  afterwards  applied  Stromeyer's  foot-board  to 
in  damp  sheets,  soon  after  whidi  he  felt  each  foot.  I  also  divided  the  extensor  ten- 
pains  in  his  loins,  and  then  a  numbness  in  don  of  each  great  toe,  as  it  was  rigid,  and 
his  hips,  which  gradually  extended  through  kept  the  toe  constantly  raised.  To  aid  the 
bis  lower  limbs,  leaving  them  powerless  as  relaxation  of  the  indurated  tissues  around 
ftr  as  motion  was  concerned,  and  with  sen-  the  knee  and  ankle  joints,  warm  baths,  with 
aation  in  some  degree  impaired ;  he  lost,  friction  of  the  limbs,  were  perseveringly  em- 
besides,  the  power  of  emptying  his  bladder,  ployed.  The  result  of  these  proceedings  is, 
and  of  retaining  the  fsces.  In  this  condi-  that  at  the  end  of  eighteen  months  from  their 
tion  he  was  admitted  into  the  hospital ;  commencement,  the  man,  on  leaving  the 
atrychnine  was  given  apparently  with  good  hospital,  is  able  to  walk  without  difficulty, 
effect  upon  the  paralysed  parts,  but  at  the  Undoubtedly,  but  for  the  subcutaneous  di- 
aame  time  a  large  slough  formed  from  pres-  vision  of  the  contracted  tendons,  this  man 
sore  in  the  lower  part  of  his  back ;  on  the  would  have  been  a  cripple  for  life ;  and  it  is 
separation  of  which,  leaving  a  fredy  suppu-  well,  again,  to  notice  the  fact,  that  the  crip- 
rating  sore,  the  condition  of  the  limbs  be-  pled  condition  of  his  limbs  originated  in 
came  manifestly  improved.  He  remained  paraplegia,  complete  as  far  as  motion  was 
fourteen  weeks  in  the  hospital,  and  at  the  concerned ;  and  consequently,  at  the  corn- 
end  of  this  time  was  able  to  move  about  a  mencement  of  the  treatment,  there  appeared 
little,  but  not  to  stand  firmly.  After  he  left  but  little  prospect  of  its  success.  It  may 
the  hospital  his  knee-joints  became  gradu-  now  be  inferred  that  the  paraplegia  was  pro- 
ally  contracted  and  immoveable,  and  conti-  duced  by  some  other  cause  than  change  of 
nued  so  to  the  present  time.  On  his  re-  structure  in  the  spinal  eord. 
admission  into  the  hospital  two  years  after  In  the  narrative  of  the  first  of  the  pre- 
the  attack  of  paraplegia,  the  following  was  ceding  cases  it  is  stated  that  the  object  In 
his  condition : — Each  knee-joint  wasimmove-  dividing  the  tendo- Achilles  was  to  obtain  the 
tb\j  fixed  in  the  state  of  extreme  flexion ;  elongation  of  the  muscles  of  the  calf,  whereby 
the  ham-strings  were  contracted  and  rigid ;  the  heels  might  readily  rest  on  the  ground  ; 
and  the  cellular  tissue  around  them  had  be-  this  statement  may  seem  to  require  some 
come  indurated,  and  firmly  agglutinated  to  explanation;  it  is  founded  on  the  observations 
the  tendons,  whereby  their  outline  could  not  of  Stromeyer*,  and  recently  of  Mr.  Tamplinf, 
be  distinctly  traced  through  the  integuments,  concerning  the  phenomena  which  succeed  to 
Such  were  the  unpromising  circumstances  of  the  division  of  tendons,  from  which  it  ap- 
this  case.  If  the  knee-joints  could  be  pears  that  the  new  substance  between  the 
straightened,  and  mobility  restored  to  them,  ends  of  a  divided  tendon,  like  the  cicatrix  in 
yet  not  improbably  there  had  been  disease  other  tissues,  gradually  contracts  to  its  tota 
of  the  spinal  cord  producing  the  paraplegia ;  disippearance,  and  accordingly  that  in  the 
and  if  so,  of  course  there  could  be  but  little  examination  of  the  tendo-AcbiUes  at  a  dis- 
prospect  of  the  muscles  regaining  their  con-  tant  period  firom  its  section  no  new  substance 

tractile  power.     So  rigid  and  indurated  were        .  _. ^__^  ii«:*,a»«  . HiriTTZXr 

the  ti<»u«i  in  the  popUteal  n>*oea,  that,  by  p.afe!""*''"'  "*"'*»*  *"  operatlven  Ortho- 

mechanical  force  alone,  extension    of  the  f  Msoical  Oazettb,  Sept.  184 (. 
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is  diaoorenblfl  between  its  divided  ends ;  tioned.     Here,  also,  erery  effort  was  made 

indeed,  scarcely  a  trace  of  the  cicatrix  re-  to  reduce  the  dislocation,  but  to  no  purpose ; 

mains.     Another  view  of  the  matter  might  neither  by  pulling  nor  pushing  the  second 

be  suggested,  that  the  newly-formed  sub-  bone  of  the  thumb  could  its  articular  end  be 

stance  so  perfectly  acquires  the  characters  of  stirred  fjrom   the  back  of  the  first  bone, 

original  tendon  as  not  to  be  distinguishable  These  attempts  were  again  ineffectually  made 

firom  it.     But,  from  the  observations  which  on  the  second  day  after  the  occurrence  of  the 

have  been  made  on  this  interesting  subject,  injury  ;    aod  now,  in  the  view  of  the  reduc- 

it  seems  certain  that  an  actual  elongation  of  tion  of  the  dislocation  being  impracticable, 

the  muscles  of  the  calf  is  the  consequence  of  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  amputate  the  end 

the  division  of  their  tendon,  and  of  the  treat-  of  the  thumb,  which  was  done  through  the 

ment  subsequently  adopted ;  that  the  change  dislocated  joint.     On  examining  the  ampu- 

which  ensnes  is  of  the  opposite  kind  to  that  tated  bone,  the  tendon  of  the  flexor  longus 

which  was  first  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Hunter,  was  found  to  be  still  attached  to  it. 
namely,  the  shortening  of  muscle  and  the        Here  are  three  cases  of  compound  dislo* 

acquisition  of  a  new  sphere  of  contraction  in  cation  of  the  last  joint  of  the  thumb  ;  one 

the  shortened  state,  in  illustration  of  which  reduced  without  difficulty,  the  second,  after 

be  placed  in  his  museum  the  biceps  muscle  the  failure  of  forcible  efforts,  reduced  by  a 

firom  the  arm  of  a  negro  shortened  one-half  gentle  proceeding,  and  the  third  not  reduced 

of  its  length  in  consequence  of  the  humerus  at  all.  And  why  this  difference  ?  it  depends, 

having  been  fractured  and  allowed  to  unite  as  it  has  appeared  to  me;  on  the  position 

widi  "  the  ends  of  the  bone  riding  on  one  which  the  tendon  of  the  long  flexor  muscle 

another*.'^  happens  to  occupy ;  that  when  this  tendon 

has  slipped  nvnd  either  side  of  the  first  bone 

Compound  dhloeatUm  qf  the  last  joint  qf  of  the  thumb  to  its  back  part,  then  becoming 

the  thumb.     Of  the  obstaeU  to  its  re-  pieced  between  the  first  and  second  bones,  it 

duetion,  constitutes  the  obstacle  to  the  return  of  the 

In  a  case  of  eompound  dislocation  of  the  second  bone  into  its  plate.     Moreover,  the 

thumb  now  in  hospital,  the  dislocation  was  flexor  tendoui  when  thus  displaced,  willcom- 

reduoed  without  the  least  difficulty ;  oonse-  bine  with  the  extensor  tendon  in  drawing  the 

quendy  but  little  inflammation  ensued  in  the  second  bone  over  the  back  of  the  first  bone, 

surrounding    parts,    and    there    has    been  and  in  firmly  fixing  it  in  this  position.     Such 

scarcely  any  constitutional  derangement.    To  was  the  view  of  the  obstacle  to  the  reduction 

this  case  I  allude  for  the  sake  of  the  advan-  of  the  dislocation  which  the  observation  of 

tageous  comparison  it  affords  with  two  other  these  cases  suggested.    In  seeking  further 

cases  of  the  same  injury  which  I  had  in  the  information  on  this  subject,  I  prc^wed,  in 

hospital;  one  two  years  ago,  and  the  other  the  dead  body,  a  compound  dislocation  of  the 

during  the  last  summer.    The  first  of  these  last  joint  of  the  thumb,   and  having  turned 

cases  occurred  in  a  middle-aged  man ;  the  the  flexor  tendon  around  the  side  of  the  first 

distal  end  of  the  first  bone  of  the  thumb  bone  to  its  back  part,  the  reduction  of  the 

protruded  through  a  rent  in  the  soft  parts  dislocation  was  then  obviously  resisted  by  the 

on  the  palmar  side  of  the  joint,  and  the  tendon  t  two  competent  individuals  failed  to 

second  bone  was  ihrown    backwards,   its  effect  the  reduction ;   whilst  a  third  was 

articular  end  projecting  on  the  posterior  trying,  the  tendon  slipped  into  its  place,  and 

side  of  the  first  bone,  with  the  skin  tightly  the  dislocation  was  instantly  reduced.     Of 

stretched  over  it.     So  much  of  the  first  bone  course,  in  the  living  body,  the  action  of  the 

protruded  through  the  wound  that  it  was  mnsdes     upon    the    flexor    and    extensor 

evident  the  lateral  ligaments  were  torn  ;  the  tendons  must  greatly  increase  the  resistance 

tendon  of  the  flexor  longus  poUicis  was  not  to  reduction.      In  the  dead  body,  the  like- 

Tisibie.     Efforts  were  made  for  a  long  time,  liest  mode  of  reducing  the  dislocation  ap- 

and  by  every  variety  of  proceeding,  to  reduce  peered  to  be  by  keeping  the  second  bone 

the  dislocation,  but  in  vain ;  no  change  could  extended,  and  at  the  same  time  giving  to  it 

be  effected  in  the  relations  of  the  parts.     On  gentle  lateral  movements  which  might  assist 

the  next  day,  with  a  gentle  lateral  movement  the  return  of  the  tendon  into  its  place.     In 

of  the  second  bone  of  the  thumb,  it  stipped  the  view  that  there  is  a  mechanical  obstacle 

into  its  place.    The  wound  healed  rapidly,  to  the  reduction,   which  gentle  proceedings 

and  the  motions  of  the  joint  were  perfectly  re-  are  quite  as  likely  to  romove  as  foroible 

stored.     The  second  case  occurred  also  in  a  efforts,  the  impropriety  of  employing  such 

middle-aged  man,  who,  when  running,  fell,  efforts  is  obvious,  such  efforts  being,  it  is 

the  end  of   his  extended  thumb  striking  well  known,  most  severely  painful,  and  oc- 

the  ground ;   the  consequence  was,  a  com-  casionaUy  they  have  been  productive  of  the 

pound  dislocation  of  the  last  joint,  presenting  worst  effbcts.    In  one  casewhich  I  witnessed, 

the  nme  characters  as  the  case  just  men-  the  repeated  empk>yment  of  fbroe  to  reduce 

.____ - ...............  this  dislocation  was  followed  by  gangrene  of 
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oonstitetional  derangement  which  Tinctnre  of  iodine  was  applied  for  some  time 
*(n»aed.  to  each  tumor,  but  with  no  marked  effect. 
I  have  found  on  record  the  following  I  then  decided  upon  the  free  evacuation  of 
•evidence  in  confirmation  of  the  view  here  set  the  contents  of  the  cyst ;  this  was  first  done 
Ibrth  of  the  obstacle  to  the  reduction  of  the  with  the  tumor  in  the  arm,  and  nothing  else 
dislocation  of  the  second,  and  alike  of  the  was  observed  to  escape  from  it  than  a  thick, 
first  joint  of  the  thumb.  Mr.  R.  W.  Smith  brown,  puriform  fluid ;  but  from  the  tumor 
reported  to  the  Pathological  Society  of  in  the  neck,  there  escaped  with  the  puriform 
Dublin,  a  case  of  luxation  of  the  second  fluid  aa  acephalocyst  hydatid  of  the  size  of  a 
phalanx  of  the  thumb  upon  the  dorsum  of  marble.  Free  suppuration  subsequently  took 
the  first.  *'  The  head  of  the  first  phalanx  place  in  the  wound,  with  obliteration  of  the 
was  forced  throuj^h  the  integuments.  The  cyst  in  which  the  hydatid  was  lodged.  From 
flexor  tendon  was  forcibly  dispUceil,  and  lay  the  identity  in  'the  character  of  the  tumor  in 
between  t  fie  first  and  second  phalanges.  It  the  arm  with  that  in  the  neck,  it  probably 
was  evident  that  reduction  wonld  have  been  aUo  ooutaiped  an  acephalocyst  hydatid, 
very  difficult,  if  not  imposs^ible.  Mr.  Bra-  which  was  cut  into  in  laying  open  the  cyst; 
l>azon  was  apprehensive  of  tetanus  ensuing ;  and  thus  it  may  have  escaped  through  the 
he  therefore  preferred  amputation*."  Sir  wound  without  bting  observed. 
George  BalHngall  has  recorded  a  case  of  dis-  On  examinin<>;  the  hydatid  which  had  been 
location  of  the  first  joint  of  the  thumb ;  in  removed  frem  the  neck,  it  was  found  to  con- 
the  narrative  of  which,  it  is  stated  that  by  sist  of  an  opaque,  white,  globular  cyst,  filled 
Ibrcible  extension  **  the  ends  of  the  bone  ap-  by  a  transparent  fluid.  Also,  we  observed 
peered  almost  disengaged,  but  could  not  be  in  the  cyst  a  mass  of  mucus  ;  on  spreading 
amde  to  resume  their  natural  position.  The  this  out  between  two  pieces  of  glass,  and 
patient  was  extremely  faint,  and  while  in  examining  it  with  a  moderate  magnifying 
thia  state,  I  was  pressing  gently  on  the  anco-  power,  we  had  a  perfectly  clear  view  of  the 
nal  aspect  of  the  joint,  endeavouring  to  push  curious  little  worm  which  has  been  desig- 
the  dislocated  boift  into  its  place,  when  I  natedby  naturalists,  echinococcus;  belonging 
vnexpectedly  felt  the  phalanx  slip  from  to  the  class  of  internal  parasites  named  by 
under  my  fingers,  and  resume  its  proper  Rudolphi  cystic  entoosoa. 
situationt.''  The  acephalocyst  hydatid,  it  is  well  known, 
So  many  cases  have  been  reported  to  me  of  is  not  unfrequently  found  in  various  regions 
dislocation  of  the  thumb,  in  which,  as  in  the  of  the  human  body  in  the  intermuscular 
instance  related  by  Sir  G.  Ballingall,  after  the  cellular  tissue,  and  but  rarely  in  the  subcu- 
failure  of  repeated  trials  with  the  employment  taneous  tissue.  The  opaque,  white,  globular 
of  force,  the  bones  have  unexpectedly  slipped  cyst,  filled  by  transparent,  probably  sero- 
into  their  place,  that  I  can  have  no  doubt  albuminous  fluid,  is  now  regarded  by  natural- 
respecting  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  these  iats  as  the  abode  of  the  oiganized  beij\g, 
injuries,  which  should  be,  not  to  employ  designated  echinococcus,  from  one  of  its 
great  force  in  any  mode  or  direction,  but  characters,  the  circle  of  spines  or  tentacula 
rather  to  trust  to  the  influence  of  gentle  surrounding  its  mouth,  by  which  it  is  sup. 
novementfl  of  the  parts  in  effecting  t£e  re-  posed  to  take  in  its  food.  The  echinococcus 
moval  of  the  obstacle  to  reduction,  which  I  l>u  been  discovered  in  a  cyst  within  the 
believe  to  be  the  displaced  tendon  of  the  liver,  also  in  the  urinary  bladder  of  man,  but 
flexor  muscle.  ^e  present  is,  I  believe,  the  first  instance  of 

its  recognition  in  the  subcutaneous  hydatid. 
Subcutaneous  encysted  tumor,  containing  It  will  be  remarked,  that  in  the  case  which 
the  acephalocyst  hydatid,  echinococcus,  has  been  described,  a  distinct  cyst  enclosed 
I  recently  admitted  into  the  hospital,  a  the  hydatid,  and  hence  the  characters  it  pre- 
heallhy  young  female,  with  two  subcutaneous  sented  of  an  ordinary  subcutaneous  encysted 
tumors,  one  in  the  front  of  the  forearm,  the  tumor.  This  cyst  is  of  course  to  be  .con- 
other  in  the  front  of  the  chest  immediately  Jiidered  as  in  no  way  concerned  in  the  forma- 
above  the  mammary  gland.  Each  tumor  tion  of  the  hydatid,  but  as  the  consequence 
was  about  the  size  of  a  shilling,  firm,  oval,  o^  the  irritation  it  produce^  in  the  surround- 
and  flattened,  and  readily  moveable  in  the  ing  cellular  tissue;  and  to  the  same  cause  we 
cellolar  tissue  in  which  it  was  lodged.  On  i»ay  attribute  the  suppuration  within  the 
the  flat  examination  of  these  tumors,  doubt  <7st.  In  this  view  of  the  formation  of  the 
arising  on  the  point  of  their  containing  a  <:7't,  its  removal  would  be  presumed  to  be 
fluid,  I  pierced  each  tumor  with  a  grooved  unnecessary  as  the  means  of  preventing  the 
needle,  when  from  each,  a  thick  puriform  wproduction  of  the  hydatid,  and  experienoe 
fluid  escaped,  and  accordingly  they  were  proves  it  to  be  so.  I  have  known  several 
considered  to  be  cystic  absiiesses  ;  that  instancesofthe  removal  ofhydatids  by  opera- 
is,  abscesses  circnmscribed  by  distinct  oysta.  tion  from  various  regions  of  the  body  with- 
out  their  enclosing  cysts,  and  the  result  was 

♦  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Scirnce,  vol.  25.  perfectly  satisfactory. 

t  Edinburgh  Surgical  Journal,  is  15.  The  subjoined  sketch  represents  the  mag- 
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Bified  Yiew  of  the  echinocoocns  remoTed 
from  the  aoephalocyst  which  formed  in  tiie 
cellalar  tissue  of  the  neck. 


m,  a,  a,  a.  Fonr  opaque  circular  spots,  be- 
lieved to  be  the  seat  ox  suckers  by  which  the 
animsl  attaches  itself  to  the  inside  of  tbe  cyst. 

bf  b,  b,  6.  '  Circle  of  spines  or  tentacula  sar- 
rounding  toe  mouth,  bv  which  it  is  supposed  the 
animal  takes  in  its  food. 

ONTHB 

PATHOLOGY  AND  TREATMENT  OF 
OVARIAN  DISEASES ; 

WITH  CA8B9. 

BtDr.  Samubl  J.  Jbaffrbson, 

Physician  to  tbeCheliea,  Bromptony  and  Belgravs 
Dispensary,  &c. 

[Concluded  from  p.  87.] 


It  is-more  than  probable  that  the  pre- 
ceding table  does  not  contain  all  the 
operations  which  have  been  performed ; 
it  is  to  be  feared,  also,  that  a  natural 
tendency  to  publish  successful  and  hold 
back  unsuccessful  applications  of  a 
new  method,  may  have  tended  to  keep 
the  public  in  ignorance  of  some  cases 
of  failure,  although  it  must  be  confessed 
that  the  greatest  credit  is  due  to  those 
gentlemen  who  have  candidly  avoweS 
and  described  their  cases  of  failure, 
which,  as  presenting  the  causes  of  non- 
success,  afford  beacons  of  warning  to 
others,  and  thus  present  the  surest 
means  of  advancing  the  firm  and  more 
successful  establishment  of  the  very 
operation  on  which,  by  superficial  ob- 
servers, they  may  be  thought  to  throw 
discredit.  In  spite,  too,  of  some  pains, 
I  fear  that  my  own  table  may  not  be 
entirely  free  from  errors. 
Such,  then,  as  nearly  as  I  can  collect, 


is  the  result  of  74  ovarian  operationff* 
One  cannot  but  be  struck  at  the  very 
first  glance  with  the  prodigious  pro- 
portion— 23  out  of  74  cases— in  which 
an  insufficiency  of  diagnosis  led  the 
operators  to  attempt  that  which  was  in 
reality  impracticable.  When  such  a 
surgeon  as  Lizars,  backed  by  all  the 
talent  nearly  of  Edinburgh,  has  opened 
the  abdominal  cavity  to  remove  an 
imaginary  tumor,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
but  that  many  and  great  difiiculties 
surround  this  part  of  tne  subject ;  but 
I  must  candidly  confess,  that  I  believe 
increased  observation  and  experience, 
with  great  care,  will  for  the  future 
render  such  mistakes  proportionately 
less  frequent.  This  subject  is  the. more 
deserving  the  careful  attention  of  ope- 
rating surgeons,  from  the  fact  that  the 
mortality  of  the  whole  number  of  cases 
is  greatly  augmented  by  this  source  of 
error;  for  wnilst  the  mortality  was 
only  14  out  of  the  51  cases  in  which 
the  tumors  were  removed,  it  was  10  in 
the  23  in  which  it  was  from  one  cause 
or  other  not  removed,  and  conse- 
quently 24  in  the  total  number  of  74 
cases. 

As  adhesions  of  the  solid  tumor  or 
cyst  constitute  a  frequent  source  of 
failure,  the  surgeon  cannot  be  too  care- 
ful and  assiduous  in  acouiring  every 
means  of  diagnosis  by  wiiich  he  may 
learn  the  probabilities  of  their  exist- 
ence and  extent  previously  to  operat- 
ing ;  but  as  these  are  insurmountable 
under  particular  circumstances  only, 
he  will  do  well  further  to  consider, 
whether  any  peculiarity  in  the  method 
of  operating  will  afford  him  increased 
facility  in  overcoming  this  difficulty. 
For  this,  and  all  other  points  connected 
with  the  mode  of  operating,  inquiry 
must  be  directed  to  tne  more  detailed 
accounts  of  each  case  as  published  by 
the  respective  operators ;  the  objects  of 
my  own  papers  having  been,  not  to  in- 
struct the  surgeon  in  those  matters 
which  fall  exclusively  within  his  pro- 
vince, but  to  inquire  into  the  general 
prospects  of  the  operation  as  a  curative 
means.  Without,  however,  wishing  to 
detract  from  the  merits  of  other  snr- 
geonpi  it  may  be  right  here  to  draw 
especial  attention  to  Mr.  Walne's 
"tentative  incision;"  to  Dr.  P.  Bird's 
peculiar  method,  by  a  moderate  inci- 
sion, so  successfully  practised  by  him- 
self; and  to  Mr.  Lane's  observations  on 
the  advantage  of  the  incision  from  the 
umbilicus  to  the  pubes,  in  this  respect 
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deserve  the  best  attention  of  surfireons ;  all  other  branches  of  surgery,  the  dex- 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  com-  terous  use  of  the  knife  constitutes  but 
municate  to  the  profession  his  expe-  a  part  of  the  art. 
Hence  on  this  and  other  subjects  con-  The  pain  and  inconveniences  of  the 
nected  with  the  operation.  It  is  worthy  different  forms  of  ovarian  disease,  with 
of  remark,  that  adhesions,  and  those  their  risks  to  life  itself,  have  been  al- 
too  of  an  extensive  and  firm  character,  ready  sufficiently  discussed,  and  are, 
were  present  in  many  of  the  successful  indeed,  pretty  generally  known  to  pro- 
cases,  fessional  men ;  but,  unfortunately,  no 

In  comparing^  this  with  many  otlier  statistical  tables  of  the  disease  are  suf- 
Burgical  operations,  it  will  be  found  ficiently  accurate  or  extensive  to  ena- 
that,  even  labouring  under  all  the  dis-  ble  us  to  draw  an  exact  average  of  the 
advantages  that  necessarily  surround  duration  of  life  under  these  diseases, 
any  new  method,  its  mortality  does  not  It  is,  however,  to  be  feared,  that  ri- 
exceed,  or  its  success  fall  far  short,  of  valry  of  opinion  respecting  the  pro- 
many  operations  practised  and  recom-  priety  of  the  operation  in  question,  has 
mended  by  the  best  and  most  expe-  led  one  party  to  over-,  the  other  to 
•rienced  surgeons.  Such  comparison,  under-rate  the  mortalitv  of  these  affec- 
however,  to  hold  good,  must  take  in  tions.  The  probable  duration  of  life, 
the  relative  natures  and  risks  of  the  and  amount  of  suffering,  under  the  ex- 
respective  diseases,  compared  with  the  istence  of  ovarian  disease,  should  be 
nature  and  risk  of  the  operations  for  carefully  weighed  and  considered  before 
their  removal.  In  acute  cases — say  an  operation  of  so  much  uncertainty  in 
strangulated  hernia  and  compound  its  result  can  with  propriety  be  recom- 
fractures,  for  example — the  surgeon,  mended,  or  even  undertaken  at  the  re- 
knowing  the  risks  of  the  disease  and  quest  of  the  sufferer ;  and  yet  it  is 
the  operation,  loses  not  a  moment  in  extremely  difficult,  from  the  detailed 
offering  his  patient  the  comparative  accounts  of  operations  already  per- 
advantage  of  the  latter ;  whilst  in  more  formed,  to  estimate  with  any  accuracy 
chronic  affections,  as  in  the  instance  of  what  would  have  been  the  result  had 
stone  in  the  bladder,  disease  of  the  no  operation  been  performed :  some,  no 
joints,  and  many  forms  of  tumors,  such  doubt,  would  have  speedily  fallen  vic- 
comparison  is  rendered  far  more  diffi-  tims  to  their  disease  ;  others  probably 
cult.  An  operation  may  speedily  rid  would  have  lingered  on  for  many 
the  patient  of  his  malady,  and  restore  months  or  years  in  moi'e  or  less  suf- 
bim  to  health  and  comfort ;  or  it  may,  fering  and  discomfort ;  whilst  others, 
within  a  few  minutes,  hours,  or  days,  again,  might  perhaps  have  lived  the 
destroy  a  life  which  might  otherwise  ordinary  term  of  human  existence  but 
have  been  prolonged  (although  with  slightly  inconvenienced  by  their  dis- 
some  inconveniences,  perhaps)  for  as  ease,  or  might  have  been  fortunate 
many  years.  It  is  with  this  class  of  enough  to  experience  a  permanent 
operations  only  that  the  ovarian  sec-  cure  under  the  efforts  of  nature,  or  well- 
tion  can  with  propriety  be  compared.  directed  medical  skill.     It  is  therefore 

A  disposition   seems  to  exist  with  much  to  be   regretted  that   surgeons 

some  persons  to  shift  off  the  fatal  result  have  not  given  more  explicit  accounts 

of  some  operations  upon  other  causes,  of  the  general  conditions  of  their  pa- 

This   cannot,   1   think,   be   fairly  ad-  tients    previously  to   operating,    with 

mitted.      It  is  most  wise  and  proper  some  surmise  as  to  the  probable  course 

thoroughly  to   investigate   the  causes  of  events  had  no  such  proceedings  been 

which  have  led  to  a  fatal  termination  instituted.    The'value.of  the  operation 

in  any  one  case,  as  tending  to  throw  must  be  greatly  enhanced,  both  to  the 

increased  light  and  precision  on  the  operator  and  the  sufferer,  when  it  is 

after-treatment,  and  to  show  how  far  felt  to  have  directly  snatched  the  suf- 

the  disastrous  result  has  been  due  to  ferer   from   the  jaws    of   death,    and 

previous    or    subsequent   mismanage-  placed  her  in  a  position  of  health  and 

ment,  which  may  in  future  be  avoided,  comfort. 

rather  than  to  any  thing  in  the  essen-  Another  point  requires  to  be  consi- 

tial  nature  of  the  operation  itself;  and  dered  in  estimating  the  value  of  the 

here  too,   I  believe,  that  the  present  ovarian  operation;    and  to  this  little 

operatipn    will    experience    increased  attention  appears  as  yet  to  have  been 

precision  and  success.    In  this,  as  in  drawn.     In  what  proportion  of  cases 


104  DR.  JBAFFRESON  ON  THE 

wUl  the  cure  hold  good?     This  is  a  that  whilst  little  or  no  mischief  can  be 

question  of  very  serious  importance ;  as  inflicted  by  careful  and  judicious  medi- 

it  appears  to  me  at  least.     In  some  few  cal  treatment,  the  operation  has  been 

cases  the  tumors  removed  have  been  attended  in  many  instances  by  great 

described  as   presenting  very  marked  pain   and  imminent  danger,  without 

appearances  of  malignant  disease ;  and  any  advantage  being  gained, — and  in 

it  IS  hardlv  to  be  supposed  that  the  no  feiv  even  by  death  itself.     The  at- 

removal  oi  the  local  affection  should  tempt  which  has  been  frequently  made 

afford  any  greater  immunity  in  these  to  compare  this  operation  with  that  of 

than  in  other  cases  against  the  esta-  paracentesis,  is  evidently  unsound ;  for 

blishment  of  a  similar  form  of  disease  whilst  the  object  of  the  former  is  to 

in  other  parts  of  the  system.   Dr.  Rams-  remove  the  disease  and  restore  the  pa- 

botham  must  surely  have  committed  a  tient  to  health,  that  of  the  second  is 

mere  error  of  expression  when,  in  his  merely  palliative,  and  frequently  only 

valuable  "  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  had  recourse  to  during  the  final  close 

Women  and  Children,"  he  states: —  of  the  affection,  at  the  urgent  desire  of 

"  This  appears  an   operation   by  no  the  patient,  to  obtain  some  relief  to  her 

means  to  be   undertaken  indiscrimi-  sufferings,  which  she  has  perhaps  ex- 

nately,  esoeciaHy  as  the  disease  is  not  pericnced  by  the  sanie  means  at  some 

of  a  malignant   character"      Unless  iormer  period  of  her  disease.     It  may 

malignant  disease  of  the  ovaries  forms  be,  that  such  relief  is  bought  at  the 

an  exception  to  malignant  diseases  of  expense  of  a  few  days  or  weeks  of  lin- 

other  parts,  I  should  conceive  that  the  gering  and  painful  existence ;  but  such 

character  of  malignancy  was  precisely  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  proper  test  of 

that  which  would  forbid  the  propriety  the  risks  of  paracentesis, 

of  its  removal,   rather  than  form  an  It  may  be  right,  so  far  as  the  present 

excuse   for  the   more   indiscriminate  statistics  of  the  operation  will  afford 

adoption  of  such  measure.  the  means,  to  inquire  into  the  compa- 

Snort,  however,   of  malignant  dis-  rative  merits  of  tne  different  modes  of 

ease,  is  it  quite  clear  and  certain  that,  operating.     A  comparison  of  the  suc- 

one   ovary  only  being  removed,  the  cess  of  different  operators  would  be 

other  may  not  take  on  the  same  form  invidious,  and  into  that  subject  it  is 

of  diseased  action,  whether  consisting  neither  my  wish  or  province  to  enter; 

in  solid  depositions  or  the  formation  of  nor,  indeed,  are  the  statistical  returns 

fluid  cysts,  or,  indeed,  in  some  of  the  sufliciently   extensive  upon  which  to 

solid  forms  of  tumors,  that  other  and  found  any  very  accurate  conclusions, 

distant  parts  may  not  become  the  seat  In  studying  this  subject,  the  operating 

of  similar  diseased  processes  ?     This  surgeon  will  do  well  studiously  to  look 

question  can  only  be  answered  at  pre-  into  the  motives  and  results  of  the 

sent  by  mere  suggestion,  or  reasoning  plans  advocated  by  his  cotemporaries, 

from  analogy.     The  ovarian  operation  rather  than  to  encourage  himself  to 

has  only  very  recently  been  performed  regard  his  own  peculiar  method  as  the 

in  a  sufBcient  number  of  instances  to  one  which  presents  all  advanta^s  over 

afford  the  more  positive  data  of  facts  those  of  others.     It  may  on  inquiry, 

in  answer   to   this  question,  and  for  perhai)8,  be  found  that  each  plan  pos- 

these  facts  we  have  yet  to  wait.    In  the  sesses  its  peculiar  advantages,  and  that 

interim,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  stimu-  the  ultimate  success  of  the  operation, 

late  the  profession  carefully  to  watch  in  the  main,  will  depend  upon  the  ap- 

those  cases  in  which  the  operation  has  propriate  application  of  different  me- 

been  successfully  peVformed;   and  to  thoas  to  difierent  cases  and  circum- 

regard  this  important  consideration  as  stances. 

some  check  against  a  too  indiscrimi-  The  table  which  is  here  presented  to 

nate  recurrence  to  this  mode  of  treat-  the  reader  has  been  divided,  as  nearly 

ment.  as  I  could  collect,  into  two  great  divi- 

In  drawing  any  comparison  between  sions  as  regards  the  mode  of  operating ; 
the  Cures  obtained  by  operation  with  the  one  may  be  designated  the  major, 
those  which  are  due  to  other  modes  of  the  other  the  minor,  operation.  Such 
treatment,  it  must  be  confessed  that  division  being  founded  not  on  the  mere 
the  balance  will  be  found  greatly  in  extent  of  the  incision— a  matter,  how- 
favour  of  the  treatment  by  the  knife ;  ever,  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  one 
but  then,  also^  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  of  trivial  consequence — ^but  upon  the 
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faet,  that,  in  the  major  operation,  the  here  implied  those  prodigiou8]7  long 
incision  is  made  safficiently  large  to  incisions,  which  are  probably  not  re- 
%11ow  of  the  introduction  of  the  hand  quired  for  this  fprm   of  the  disease, 
into  the  abdominal  cavity,  for  the  pur-  The  comparison  has  hitherto  been  in- 
poae  of  placing  the  ligatures  round  the  stituted  between  the  major  operation, 
pedicle  of  the  tumor  or  cyst  in  situ ;  as  applied  to  all  cases,  and  the  minor 
whilst,    in  the  minor  operation,   the  to  those  only  which  appeared  appro* 
hand  is  not  introduced  within  the  peri-  priate  to  this  method.     Now,  so  tar  as 
toneal  cavity,  and  the  cyst,  previously  we  can  collect  from  the  table,  the  jna- 
emptied  of  its  contents,  is  drawn  out  jor  operation  has  been  had  recourse  to 
and  tied  externally  to  the  abdominal  in  10  cases  of  entirely,  or  nearly  en- 
walls,  tirely,  fluid  monolocular  tumors,  and 
It  would  appear,  then,  from  the  Ta-  has  proved  successful  in  9,  and  only 
bles,  that  the  major  operation  has  been  failed,  from  the  extent  of  adhesions,  in 
attempted   in  63   instances,  and  has  one  instance;   its  employment,  under 
been  attended  by  perfect  success  in  31 ;  such  circumstances,  having,  so  far  as 
whilst  the  operation  hEUi  not  been  com-  can  be  ascertained  by  the  table,  in  no 
pleted  in  consequence  of  adhesions,  the  case  been  followed  by  fatal   results. 
absence  of  any  tumor,  mistaken  diag-  And  whilst  it  is  probable  that,  in  some 
nosis  as  to  its  real  character,  or  other  of  these  9  cases,  the  minor  operation 
causes,  in  18  cases.    The  major  opera-  would  have  proved  inefficient  to  remove 
tion  has  been  followed  by  the  death  of  the  tumor;   it  is  also  fair  to  believe 
the  patient  in  21  cases.  that  the  major  operation  would  have 
Tne  minor  operation  is  only  appli-  been  effectual  in  removing  the  cysts  in 
cable,  of  course,  to  those  cases  in  wnich  some  cases  out  of  the  five  in  which  its 
the  ovarian  tumor  is  entirely  or  mainly  removal  was  abandoned  by  the  other 
fluid,  and  more  especially  when  that  mode  of  proceeding, 
fluid  is  contained  in  but  one  cyst,  and  The    most    important  question  re- 
that  of  a  thin  character.  For  the  intro-  mains  yet  to  be  considered,   namely, 
duction  of  this  mode  of  operating  the  how  far  particular  circumstances,  judg- 
profession  is  indebted  to  the  ingenuity  ing  from  past  experience,  affect  the 
of  Mr.  Jeaflreson,  of  Framlingham ;  propriety  of  operating.    Many  of  these 
and  however  future  experience  and  ob-  circumstances  have  been  already  ca- 
servation  may  affect  the  relative  pro*  sually  adverted  to ;  and  it  is  to  be  ex- 
priety  of  this   mode  of  operating,  it  pected  that  future  experience  (careful 
would  be-  unbecoming  in  me  to  omit  attention  being  drawn  to  the  subject) 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  own  will  tend  still  further  to  clear  up  this 
pride  and  satisfaction  in  feeling  that  most  important  point.    The  necessity 
the  pubhc  are  indebted  to  the  talent  for  carefully  weighing  the  risks  of  the 
and    ingenuity    of    my    relative    and  disease  against  those  of  the  operation, 
namesake,  in  not  only  discovering,  but  not  as  a  whole,  but  in  every  individual 
actually  carrying  out,  this  mode  of  ope-  care,  have  been  already  strongly  in - 
ration.  sisted  upon  ;  and  a  hope  has  been  ex- 
Tlie  minor  operation,  it  appears,  has  pressed  that  more  careful  attention  to 
been  attempted  in  11  instances;  with  the  subject  will  tend  to  increase  the 
perfect  success  in  5.     The  operation  precision  in  diagnosis,  the  hitherto  in- 
was  incomplete,  in  consequence  of  ad-  adequacy  of  which  has  led  surgeons  to 
hesions  or  other  causes,  in  3  instances ;  attempt  that  which  could  not  oe  com- 
and  followed  by  the  death  of  the  pa-  pleted.     It  may  also  be  hoped,  that  an 
tient  in  3  cases.  anxious  desire  to  improve  by  the  expe-, 
So  far,  then,  as  a  comparison  be-  ricnce  of  others  may  lead  surgeons,  by 
tween  63  cases  of  one  operation,  and  adapting  their  mode   of  operating  to 
1 1  cases  of  the  other,  goes,  the  results  the  nature  of  the  case,  to  overcome 
arewonderfully  uniform,  and  leave  but  many  of  the  difficulties  which  have 
little  choice  so  far  as  respects  the  me-  too  often  frustrated  the  successful  com- 
thod  to  be  chosen ;  but  then  other  cir-  pletion    of   this    very  serious  under- 
cumstances  require  to  be  taken  into  taking. 

consideration,  which,  it  must  be  con-  Of  the  successful  cases,  37  in  num- 
fessed,  turn  the  scale  considerably  in    ^^^ — 

favour  of  the  major  operation  :  by  the  1  was  common  abscess  of  the  ovary  (.^) 

term  major  operation,  however,  is  not  16  entirely  or  chiefly  fluid. 


106  DR.  JEAFPRESON  ON  THE 

14  of  a  mixed  character,  more  or  less  milton,  and  other  local  remedies  of  this 

fluid,  with  greater  or  smaller  solid  kind,  should  also   he  avoided  under 

masses.  such  circumstances,  as  tending  possihly 

6  are  not  sufficiently  described.  to  induce  irritation  of  the  solid  por- 

Of  the  cases  which  proved  fatal,  al-  fions  of  the  tumor  and  cyst,  or  positive 

though  the  operation  was  completed,  inflammation  of  the  latter,  with  peri- 

14  in  number—  toneal  adhesions.    A  generally  bracing 

1  was  fluid  and  monolocular.  ""^  J?"'''  P'."*  "^  treatment,  so  fre- 

10- were  of  a  mixed  character,  in  which  2r."„'iiLS  fouid   irhaLTn^^^n^ 

a  considerable  proportion  of  solid  ^«  sometimes  found,  perhaps,  to  be  no 

_.-.►..    „f  «. Jn,.,o  .koni>»o.  —J  useless   precnrsoiy  measure,  enabling 

harm's,:  exTer  '""^^ '^^  the  syste'm  to  accomplish   the  p«,d.? 

3  not  sufficiently  described.  S.IVLSA^^I:^!'  ''"  *'^- 

Looking,  therefore,  at  the  successful  Previous  tapping  has  by  no  means 

cases  alone,  there  .would  not  appear  to  proved  a  powerful  obstacle  against  the 

be  much  difference  in  the  choice  of  success  of  the  ovarian  operation.     I 

cases ;  but  when  those  cases  are  also  suspect,  however,  for  the  reasons  above 

brought  into  comparison,    in  which,  stated,  when  speaking  of  paracentesis, 

although  completed  as  regards  the  re-  that  the  risk  of  adhesions  being  formed 

moval  of  the  tumors,  the  operations  in  consequence  of  this  operation,  are 

were  followed  by  a  fatal  result,  there  far  less  in  the  monolocular  form  of  dis- 

remains  a  vast  preponderance  in  favour  ease,  in  which  the  cyst  being  emptied 

of  the  selection  of  the  entirely  fluid,  or  falls  down  collapsed   into  the  lower 

almost  entirely  fluid  forms,  whether  parts  of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis,  than 

monolocular  or  multilocular,  the  ad-  m  the  multiiocular,   fluid,  or  mixed 

vantages  of  which  would  probably  have  forms  of  ovarian  tumor.    It  is  possible, 

been  still  further  heightened  had  the  however,  in  some  instances,  that  the 

remaining  nine  cases  been  sufiiciently  use  of  the  trocar  may  be  made  subser- 

describeo.  vient  to  the  success  of  the  operation  for 

Age  does  not  appear  to  have  mate-  extirpation ;  where  the  patient  is  in 
rially  affected  the  immediate  result  of  too  low  and  exhausted  a  condition  to 
the  ovarian  operation,  success  and  bear  the  larger  operation,  paracentesis 
failure  having  alike  been  found  to  at-  may  sometimes  oe  rendered  available 
tend  its  performance  at  all  ases.  This  for  temporary  relief,  and  afford  an  op- 
great  difference,  however,  should  not  portunity  of  placing  the  patient  in  a 
be  overlooked,  that  the  advantages  de-  condition  to  take  the  chance,  at  a  future 
rived  from  a  perfectly  successful  ope-  period,  of  a  permanent  cure  by  the  ra- 
ration  in  early  life  are  proportionately  dical  removal  of  the  tumor, 
great  as  the  period  of  life  remaining  With  regard,  then,  to  the  ovarian 
tor  their  enjoyment.  In  early  life,  too,  operation,  I  should  feel  disposed  to 
the  probabilities  are  c^reater  in  favour  sum  up  my  own  opinions  upon  the 
of  other  organs  being  n-ee  from  organic  subject  to  this  effect ;  and  in  so  doing 
disease,  excepting,  perhaps,  in  the  in-  I  must  beg  distinctly  to  state,  that  they 
stance  of  mixed  ovarian  tumor  of  a  are  opinions  only,  founded  upon  my 
scrofulous  character,  or  connected  with  personal  observations  of  the  nature  of 
a  scrofulous  diathesis.  ovarian  diseases,  and  the  best  statistical 

With  increased  information  on  the  records  at  which  I  have  been  able  to 

subject,  it  will  be  interesting  to  observe  arrive  on  the  results  of  operations  al- 

how  far  previous  treatment  may  in-  ready  performed.     It  is  by  no  means 

fluence  the  result  of  the  ovarian  opera-  impossible  but  that  I  may  have  fallen 

tion.     It  will  be  sufficiently  evident,  into  errors  on  the  subject,  and  it  is 

that  where   the    oper.'.tion  is  recom-  more  than  probable  that  future  obser- 

mended  or  contemplated,  the  treatment  vations  will  materially  affect  the  judg- 

by  iodine,  mercury,  or  other  powerful  ment  which  I  have  formed.     I  have  at 

constitutional  remedies,  should  not  be  least  endeavoured  to  obtain  such  infor- 

adopted;  or  time,  at  least,  should  be  malion  foi  the  formation  of  my  opi- 

aUowed  for  their  influence  upon  the  nions  as  was  available,  and  to  use  that 

system  to  subside   previously  to  this  information  with  candour  and  impar- 

measure.      Friction,    electricity,    per-  tiality.     It  is   impossible  for  profes- 

cussion,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Ha-  sional  men,  without  prejudice  to  their 
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own  reputation,  and  what  is  far  more  are  less ;  as  also  the  probabilities  of 

important,   without  detriment  to  the  mistake  in  diagnosis ;  or  of  other  or- 

public  good,  blindly  to  rank  themselves  gans  being  diseased.     Remedies,  too, 

with  the  one  or  the  other  party  ;  and  have  the  least  power  in  the  cure  of  this 

whatever  value  may  be  set  upon  my  form  of  affection.     In  the  monolocular 

own  deductions,  it  will  at  least  be  one  variety,  the  operation  could  hardly  be 

step  gained,  if  I  should  have  succeeded  recommended,  so  long  as  tapping  af- 

in  a  few  instances  only  in  substituting  forded  perfect  relief,  and  the  nuid  was 

conviction  from  experience  for  mere  very  slow  to  re- accumulate.    The  mul- 

prejudice.  tilocular  form  of  disease  is  by  so  much 

1st.    It  has  been  sufficiently  esta-  the  more  appropriate  for  extirpation, 

blished,  that  the  extirpation  of  ovarian  in  that  tapping  is  attended  with  greater 

tumors  is  practicable,  and  that  nature  risk,  and  is  calculated  to  afford  but  a 

is  competent  to  effect  the  great  pro-  limited  degree  of  relief, 
cesses  of  repair,  which  so  serious  an        Zthly.  The  mixed  forms  of  tumor  are 

operation  demands  the  least  appropriate  for  extirpation ; 

2dly.  That  as  the  mortality  attend-  and  proportionately  so  as  they  contain 
ant  upon  these  operations  has  been  a  greateramount  of  solid  matter.  There 
shewn  to  be  greatly  heightened  by  is  a  greater  risk  of  adhesions,  and  also 
taking  into  consideration  the  cases  in  of  errors  of  diagnosis ;  the  openinfi^  re- 
which,  from  previous  errors  in  diag-  quired  for  their  removal  must  be  large 
nosis,  the  tumors  have  been  found  to  in  proportion  to  the  mass  of  solid. 
be  other  than  ovarian;  or,  being  ova-  The  more  solid  tumors,  if  of  an  inert 
rian,  from  adhesions  or  other  causes  character,  are  slower  in  their  growth, 
could  not  be  removed ;  increased  dili-  and  may  never  induce  m'uch  suffering 
gence  and  attention  is  required  on  the  or  risk  of  life.  Their  cure  is  some- 
part  of  surgeons  to  the  previous  diag-  times  effected  by  nature  or  well-directed 
nosis.  medical  skill.     Their    growth  some- 

3dly.  That  the  modes  of  operating,  times  is  suddenly  arrested,  and  they 

after-treatment,  &c.  demand  the  eareJuL  continue  stationary  and  comparatively 

and  impartial  consideration  of  the  sur-  innocuous. 

geon,  as  greatly  affecting  the  possibility        8thly.  Somewhat  in  exception  to  the 

of  completing  the  operation,  as  well  as  last  conclusion  respecting  the  more*so- 

its  ultimate  result.  lid  but  indolent  ovarian  tumors,  it  be- 

4thly.  That  as  whatever  future  im-  comes  questionable  whether  their  re- 
provements  may  diminish  the  risks  of  moval  may  not  be  sometimes  desirable, 
the  operation,  it  must  ever  be  consi-  when  their  presence  has  induced 
dered  one  of  great  imminence,  it  cannot  ascites.  Ascites  thus  caused  can  rarely 
be  recommended  excepting  in  those  be  permanently  cured  by  medical  or 
cases  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  tumor  surgical  means,  so  long  as  its  exciting 
is  productive  of  much  misery  and  in-  cause  continues  in  existence ;  and  life 
convenience ;  and  is  already  inducing  will,  I  believe,  rarely  be  much  pro- 
such  constitutional  disturbance  as  to  longed  under  such  circumstances.  In 
threaten  some  probable  limit  to  the  the  45  cases  above  related,  in  which 
existence  of  the  sufferer.  ovarian  tumors  were  removed  by  the 

5thly.  That  however  much  assist-  major  operation,  ascites  is  actually 
ance  he  may  derive  from  general  rules,  stated  to  have  complicated  8  cases ;  in 
the  propriety  of  operating  in  each  case  all  the  ovarian  tumors  were  of  the 
must  be  decided  with  a  ane  considera-  mixed  character ;  and  in  6  out  of  the 
tion  of  the  merits  and  peculiarities  of  8  cases  the  operations  were  successful, 
the  case  in  question.  A  few  rash  ope-  9thly.  Extirpation  cannot  with  pro- 
rations must  inevitably  bring  discredit  priety  be  recommended  when  the  least 
upon  the  measure,  however  useful  and  suspicion  exists  of  the  malignant  cha- 
valuable  it  may  be  when  conducted  racter  of  the  disease ;  or  when  it  is  of 
with  prudence  and  judgment.  strumous  origin,  and  is  connected  with 

6thiy.  The  fluid  forms  of  tumor  are  scrofulous  disease  of  other  or^ns,  as 

the   most   appropriate   for  operation,  the  absorbent  glands,  joints,  internal 

They  are  generally  the  most  rapid  in  viscera,  &c. 

their  growth,  and  frequently  refill  with        lOthly.  In  recommending  the  o]^ra- 

great  rapidity  after  their  evacuation  by  tion,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  view  it  as 

paracentesis.     The  risks  of  adhesion  a   means   of    removing   an   enlarged 
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growth,  which,  whether  solid  or  fluid,  field,  cantonments  after  a  camp  aign 

IS  producing  misery  and  risk  to  life,  embarkation  of  troopf!,  climates — tropi- 

chiefly  by  its  mechanical  inconvenience  cal  and  temperate,  discharging  of  dis- 

of  bulk,  or  its  drain  upon  the  system:  abled  soldiers,  asylum  for  invalids;  with 

hence  the  surgeon  will  be  alike  cau-  an  account  of  the  general  principles  of 

tious  of  operating   in   those  cases   in  military  statistics  and  medical  topo- 

which  the  local  disease,  indolent  and  graphy,    and  instructions    to     young 

slow  in  its  growth,  produces  coropara-  medical  officers  respecting    the    best 

tivelv  little  inconvenience  and  risk ;  mode  of  executing  the  various  duties 

and  m  another  and  very  opposite  con-  which  they  may   be  called  upon  to 

dition  of  things,  in  which,  without  his  perform. 

being  able  to  discover  precisely  the  The  French  language  is  rich  in 
cause,  the  constitution  appears  shat-  works  upon  military  hygiene;  while  wc 
tered  and  impaired,  in  a  degree  dis-  have  no  comprehensive  or  satisfactory 
proportioned  to  the  extent  and  impor-  publication  upon  t!rit  subject  in  the 
tance  of  the  local  disease.  In  such  English  language.  In  the  present  con- 
cases,  there  is  too  great  reason  to  fear  tribution  I  intend  to  confine  myself  to 
that  there  is  more  mischief  going  on  in  a  few  desultory  observations  on  punish- 
the  system  than  would' be  removed  ments;  and  if  I  should  be  so  fortunate 
with  the  extraction  of  the  ovary.  The  as  to  excite  others  to  publish  the  result 
cases  No.  4  and  6,  as  related  above,  of  their  experience  upon  some  of  the 
are  to  this  effect,  in  which  it  is  hardly  various  topics  included  under  the  head 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  removal  **  Military  Hygiene,"  I  shall  b^  much 
of  the  ovaries,  even  at  an  early  stage  of  gratified. 

the  disease,  would  have  long  retarded  It  is  universally  admitted,  that  an 

their  fatal  termination.  army    without   discipline  is   nothing 

M.  Half-Moon  street.  better  than  an  armed  mob    which  is 

Sept.  1844.  more  dangerous  to  its  friends  than  its 

foes.    To  maintain  due  control  in  the 

mvTRmimoNs  British  army,  to  check  military  dehn- 

CX)NTRiBunONS  quencies,  and  enforce  obedience,  it  has 

TO  HYGIENE,  WITH  PARTICULAR  been  deemedexpedient  to  employ  terror- 

REFERENCE  TO  THE  SOLDIER.  striking  punishments  of  various  kinds. 

__^  Punishments  may  be  divided  into  two 

great  heads,  namely,  corporal  or  physi- 

MiLiTART  HTGiBNE.  gj^Hy  afflictivc  punishmcnts,  and  men- 

PunUkmeiU*:    their  Moral  and  Phyneal  tal  or  ignominious  punishments.     Cor- 

Bfeet9.  poral  punishments  had  no  doubt  their 

The  object  of  hygiene  is  to  preserve  origin  in  a  feeling  of  revenge  or  retri- 

health  and  prevent  disease,*  wnen  the  bution ;  but  this  barbarism  has  been 

health  of  solaiers  is  speciallv  concerned,  greatly  mitigated  by  the  benign  infiu- 

it  is  termed  military  hygiene.      This  ence  of  Christianity  and  the  progress 

branch  of  military  medicine  is  founded  of  civilization,  and  pain  is  now  inflicted 

upon  a  knowledge  of  the  causes  which  chiefly  as  a  means  of  reformation,  or  as 

either  promote  or  impair  the  health  a  warning  to  others  not  to  follow  the 

and  efficiency  of  troops.    Vaidy,  in  an  example  of  the  delinquent.    But  it  may 

article  entitled   "  Hygiine  Mtliiaire"  still  be  asked,  are  the  means  usually 

in  the  Dictionnaire  det  Sciencet  Mkdi-  employed  to  preserve  order  in  the  army, 

ctleSf  has  given  a  very  minute  account  the  most  humane  that  might  be  adopted, 

of  the  different  subjects  comprehended  not  only  with  safety,  but  with  advan- 

under  this  topic,  from  whicn  the  fol-  tage  ?      Have    severe   and    degrading 

lowing  heads  of  chapters  have  been  punishments  been  effectual  in  prevent- 

selected  —  namely,  composition  of  an  ing  crime?     Are  not  sound  policy  and 

army,  recruiting,  diet — including  be-  humanity  not  only  compatible,  but  in- 

verages  of  diflerent  kinds,    clothing,  separable?  When  we  look  at  the  returns 

cleanliness,  equipment,  arms,  barracks,  of  punishments  inflicted,  it  can  hardly 

hospitals,  habits  of  soldiers,  military  be  concluded  that  the  means  hitherto 

discipline,militarvpunishments,march-  adopted  to  promote  discipline  in  the 

ing,  mean  ratio  of  sick,  medical  officers,  army  have  been  very  successful.    On 

sieges,  battle,  or  actual  conflict  with  the  an  average,  about  20  per  cent,  of  the 

enemy,  duties  of  medical  officers  in  the  troops    serving   in  the   colonies   and 
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foreign  dependencies  are  annually  con-  the  irksomeness  of  military  restraint, 
victed  by  the  sentence  of  a  court  unrelieved  by  any  Vc.riety  of  amuse- 
martial,  and  punished.  "  Habitual  ment,  occupation,  or  encouragement, 
drunkenness"  constitutes  about  two*  and  conscious  that  good  conduct  leads 
fifths  of  the  whole  number  of  convic-  to  no  adequate  reward,  should  evince 
tions.  *'  Desertion,"  and  "  absence  impatience  at  the  severity  of  discipline, 
without  leave,"  are  the  roost  prevalent  and  endeavour  to  liberate  themselves 
crimes  among  troops  employed  in  Great  by  desertion,  having  no  hope  of  obtain- 
Britain  and  Ireland.  In  1839  no  fewer  ing  freedom,  within  a  moderate  period, 
than  2110,  being  nearly  equal  to  one-  by  any  other  means, 
fifth  of  the  number  of  recruits  annually  The  crimes  of  soldiers  chiefly  arise 
raised,  were  convicted  and  punished  from  the  constitution  of  their  profes- 
for  these  two  offences.  sion.  To  disregard  the  verbal  order  of 
The  frequency  of  delinquencies  in  a  commissionea  officer,  or  even  of  a 
the  army  nas.  been  commonly  attri-  non-commissioned  officer— a  corporal, 
buted  to  the  circumstance,  that  it  is  re-  for  example— is  insubordination,  and 
cruited  from  an  inferior  class  of  the  renders  a  man  as  liable  to  be  tried  by  a 
population ;  by  which  means  unedu-  court-martial,  and  punished,  as  if  he 
cated  and  low-born  persons  are  ad-  were  to  commit  a  breach  of  the  mutiny 
mitted  into  the  ranks.  How  far  this  act  or  the  articles  of  war.  Soldiers  are 
surmise  is  well  founded,  it  is  difficult  also  liable  to  be  punished  for  construe- 
either  to  prove  or  to  disprove.  Consider-  tive  offences,  such  as  alleged  disrespect 
ing,  however,  the  unfavourable  opinion  to  a  superior  officer.  It  is  difficult, 
entertained  bv  the  public  in  regard  to  therefore,  to  escape  from  the  net  of 
the  army,  the  onerous  duties  and  military  law,  its  meshes  being  closed 
thraldom  of  soldiers,  and  the  limited  re-  against  the  exit  of  the  minutest  fry  of 
muneration  they  receive  for  long  and  delinquencies.  A  court-martial  may 
arduous  services,  I  do  not  think  a  more  sentence  a  soldier  to  suffer  corporal 

f>rudent  and  better  class  of  men  are  punishment,  not  extending,  however, 
ikely  to  become  soldiers.  to  **  life  or  limb,  for  immorality^  mU" 
The  British  army  consists  of  two  behaviour,  and  neglect  of  duty/*  The 
very  distinct  classes,  namely,  officers  vague  generalities  ofthis  article  literally 
and  soldiers.  One  class  is  trained  to  annul  the  benefits  of  a  written  code, 
command,  and  the  other  to  obey,—  The  Chinese  have  a  similar  article  in 
obedience  being  the  most  essential  ele-  their  code  of  laws.  It  is  as  follows : 
ment  in  military  discipline.  Recruits,  **  Whosoever  is  guilty  of  improper  con- 
in  general,  enlist  without  consideration,  duct,  and  such  as  is  contrary  to  the 
ana  enter  into  an  indiusoluble  contract,  gpirit  of  the  lawt,  though  not  a  breach 
respecting  the  nature  of  which. they  of  any  specified  article,  shall  be 
are  for  the  most  part  totally  ignorant,  punished  at  the  least  with  forty  blows." 
Most  of  them  enlist  from  mere  thought-  In  such  cases  the  will  of  the  judge  or 
lessness  and  domestic  broils;  some  from  court  is  the  law. 
misery  or  want  of  the  means  of  suste-  Well-educated  persons,  individuals 
nance,  which  may  arise  from  idleness,  whose  parents  belong  to  a  respectable 
or  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  suit-  class  of  society,  and  who  have  under- 
able  employment ;  and  not  a  few  from  gone  careful  moral  training,  find  the 
temporary  inebriety.  In  the  course  of  thraldom  and  usages  of  the  service  as. 
time  the  soldier  perceives  the  barren-  irksome,  and  are  as  liable  to  military 
ness  of  his  situation,  and  the  never-  •«  misbehaviour,"  as  the  ^  uneducated 
ending  nature  of  his  engagement.  He  and  low-born  class  of  soldiers  |  perhaps 
frequently  sees  men,  not  his  superiors  they  are,  indeed,  more  liable  to  fail  in 
in  talent  or  merit,  rising  to  wealth  and  respect  to  their  immediate  superiors, 
distinction  in  the  world,  while  he  feels  whose  conduct  they  may  consider  arro- 
that  he  is  stationary  for  life,  and  that  gant  or  oppressive.  Implicit,  unques- 
his  prospects  are  not  likely  to  mend,  tionin^  obedience,  is  an  indispensable 
He  may,  and  no  doubt  frequently  does,  requisite  in  every  soldier,  according  to 
overlook  the  numbers  who  fail,  from  the  insritutions  and  customs  of  the 
having  fallen  victims  to  misfortune  and  ^rmy;  and  this  is  perhaps  more  irk- 
poverty.  It  need  not  ther^ore  surpnse  some  to  well-informed  men  than  to  the  . 
U8|  that  men  constantly  suffering  under  unedacated. 
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When  so  much  18  left  to  the  arbitrary  the  deformity  of  corporal  inflictions, 

will  of  officers,  in  regard  to  the  delin-  we  shall  find  that  severe  and  ignomi- 

Quencies  of  soldiers,  it  will  appear  that  nioas  punishments  neither  reform  de- 

tne  welfare  and  happiness,  and  I  may  linquents,  nor  operate  beneficisilly  as 

add  the  efficiency,  of  a  body  of  troops,  exemplary  penalties, 

will  be  greatly  mfluenced  by  the  ois-  Among  the  numerous  and  important 

cretion,  good  sense,  humane  disposition,  subjects  connected  with  the  punish- 

and  experience,  of  a  commandingofficer.  ment  of  military  offences,  the  nature  of 

Every  one  admits  that  the  poor  ought  the  punishments  themselves  demands 

to  be  educated ;  but  it  is  of  more  im-  attention.      Capital    punishment    has 

portance  that  the  rich — in  other  words,  hitherto  been  considered  a  necessary 

those  in  high  station — should  be  well  and  unavoidable  evil,  which,  with  all 

instructed ;  for  if  their  principles  were  its    dreadful    preparations,    and    the 

right,  and  their  practice  wisely  con-  terrible  ceremony  ofthe  execution  itself, 

ducted,  the  institutions  and  customs  of  is  retained  less  for  the  punishment  of 

society  would  eventually  be  somewhat  the  criminal,  than  as  a  warning  to 

purified  and  improved.    The  doctrine  others  not  to  follow  his  example.    But 

of  expediency,  and  the  plea  of  custom,  whether  we  have  a  right  to  torture,  and 

regulate  weak  minds ;    and  however  finally  put  to  death  a  criminal,  in  order 

well-intentioned  routine  commanding  to    deter  others    from    repeating    his 

officers  may  be,  they  are  liabje  greatly  offence,  may  be  doubted.    It  has  been 

to  abuse  the  power  with  which  they  often  observed,  that  extremely  severe 

are  invested.  sentences,  such  as  capital  punishments, 

It  has  been  asked  by  an  apologist  defeat  their  own  object ;  they  certainly 
for  corporal  punishment,  as  there  is  fail  to  prevent  desertion, 
no  encouragement,  or  next  to  no  en-  During  the  American  war  of  1813, 
couragement,  for  good  conduct  in  the  desertions  from  our  army  to  the  United 
army,  how  can  you  abolish  (flogging)  States  were  frequent ;  and  to  prevent 
the  punish  ment  necessary  for  repressing  this,  men  who  were  caught  in  attempt- 
bad  conduct  ?  But  it  may  be  asked  in  ing  to  cross  the  boundary  line  were 
return,  is  flogging  calculated  to  render  executed :  six  were  shot  in  one  day, 
an  "ill  paid  and  ill  rewarded"  soldier  but  without  any  beneficial  effect.  In 
well  conducted  and  obedient?  Will  order  to  show  with  what  indiflference 
punishment  induce  him  to  like  the  individuals  met  death,  and  by  infer- 
army,  and  to  prefer  it  to  the  condition  ence  how  little  influence  this  punish- 
of  civil  life  ?  And  does  not  sound  po-  ment  had  in  preventing  crime,  the 
licy,  as  well  as  honesty  and  humanity,  particular  circumstances  which  attend- 
forbid  us  to  punish  delinquents  until  ed  the  execution  of  one  man  may 
we  have  tried  the  requisite  practical  be  seated.  "  A  private,"  says  Colonel 
means  to  prevent  the  commission  of  Campbell,  then  Brigade  Major  of  De 
crimes?  and,  I  may  add,  unless  that  Meuron's  regiment,  "was  to  be  exe- 
punishment  promises  to  be  benefi-  cuted.  The  troops  were  formed  in 
cial?  three  sides  of  a  square;  at  the  other 

Experience   seems    to   prove,    that  side,  towards  the  forest,  the  grave  was 

crime  is  more  effectually  prevented  in  dug,  and  the  coffin  for  the  criminal  to 

civil  life  by  the  difffusion  of  information,  kneel  upon  was  placed,  as  usual  upon 

good  moral  training,  kind  treatment,  such  occasions,  beside  it.    The  provost, 

and  an  easier  mode  of  gaining  a  liveli-  with  the  firing  party,  escorting   the 

hood,  than  by  the  most  severe  punish-  prisoner,  and  with  the  band  of  the 

ments.   May  we  not  therefore  presume,  regiment  at  their  head,  playing  the 

that  offences  may  be  prevented  in  the  Dead  March,   entered   the   square,— 

army  much  more  effectually,  by  raising  when,  to  my  surprise,  there  proudly 

the  character  of  soldiers,  and  by  mello-  marched  the  prisoner,  coolly  smoking 

ratingtheircondition— by  making  them,  a  cigar.     Seeing  the  bad  effects  likely 

in  fact,  prefer  the  public  service  to  the  to  result  from  such  evident  contempt  of 

situation  of  labourers,  or  artisans  in  death,  painfal  as  it  was  to  me,  I  called 

civil  life— than  by  either  corporal  or  the  provost,  and  ordered  him  to  take 

mental  punishments?    By  examininfi^  away  the  cigar  from  him.  On  approach- 

the  circumstances  attending;  individual  in^  the  grave,    the  prisoner   walked 

'  instances,  which,  like  a  mirror,  reflect  quietly  but  steadily   forward,  looked 
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Into  it,  and  turning  round  to  me,  said  in  was  consequently  sometimes  entered 

French,  '  It  will  do.'     He  then  walked  in  the  de&ulter  books.    Being  a  man 

up  to  his  coffin ;  and  before  I  was  aware  of  hi^h    spirit    and   violent    temper, 

of  what  he  was  about,  with  his  middle  he  could  ill  bear  the  reproaches  of  the 

finger   and    thumb  he    measured   its  adjutant,  who  repeatedly  censured  him 

length,  and  turning  round  to  me,  he  for  his  irregularities.    On  one  occasion 

said  in  French,  which  his  corps  gen^  he  became  so  irritated  with  the  rebuke 

rally  spoke,    '  It  will  do  also.*      He  he  was  receiving,  that  he  impatiently 

refused  to  permit  his  eyes  to  be  covered,  pushed  the  adjutant  from  him  with  the 

puahingthe  provost  aside,  and  exclaim-  back  of  his  arm.    Flana^n  was  forth* 

ing  in  French,  '  I  am  a  brave  soldier,  with  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  offering 

and  have  often  looked  death  in  the  violence  to  the  adjutant,  and  sentenced 

face,  and  shall  not  shrink  from  it  now.'  to  suffer  death.    When  the  sentence 

The  provost  made  signs  to  him  to  kneel  was  communicated  to  him,   be  sim- 

opon  his  coffin,  but  he  replied, '  I  prefer  ply    observed    that   he    thought    the 

standing,  and  shall  do  so  firmly.'    The  award  of  the  court  was  severe.   On  the 

party  fired,  and  in  an  instant  he  ceased  day  of  the  execution  he  preserved  the 

to  exist." — (A  Briliih  Army  as  il  was,  most  remarkable  firmness,    and  con- 

^c,  by  Lieutenant  ColoneiJames  Camp-  ducted    himself     with     the    strictest 

Mf,  p.  95.)  decorum.     The  square  having   been 

This  mode  of  executing  the  sen-  formed,  he,  by  permission,  addressed 
tence  is  liable  to  some  senous  objec-  the  company  to  which  he  belonged. 
tions,  more  especially  on  account  of  Having  reached  the  fatal  spot,  the  fort- 
the  circumstance  that  a  prisoner  may  adjutant  commenced  to  read  the  pro- 
be pierced  with  a  number  of  balls  with-  ceedings  of  the  court  martial ;  but 
out  ceasing  to  live.  When  Placido,  the  having  lost  self-possession,  his  tongue 
chief  conspirator  of  an  insurrection  in  faltered,  which  being  observed  by 
the  island  of  Cuba,  was  executed,  five  Flanagan,  he  addressed  him  by  saying, 
balls  entered  his  body.  Amid  the  ''  I  see,  sir,  that  you  are  agitated ;  pray 
murmurs  of  the  horror-struck  specta-  allow  me  to  read  the  proceedings  for 
tors,  he  rose  firom  the  bench  upon  you."  No  notice  was,  of  course,  taken 
which  he  was  sitting,  and  turned  his  of  this  oflfer.  He  then  begged  that  he 
head  towards  the  soldiers,  his  face  should  not  be  blindfolded,  and  that  he 
wearing  an  expression  of  super-human  might  be  permitted  to  ^ive  the  word  of 
courage,  "  Will  no  one  have  pity  on  command  to  the  execution  party ;  both 
me?"  he  said.  " Here  (pointing  to  his  of  which  requests  were  granted.  He 
heart),  fire  here."  At  that  instant  two  finally  gave  the  word  of  command, 
balls  pierced  his  breast,  and  he  fell  dead,  with  as  firm  a  voice  as  a  seijeant- 
Nineteen  insurgents  were  shot  at  the  major  is  accustomed  to  do  on  a  drill 
same  time  withTlacido.  parade. 

In  illustration  of  the  strictness  of  Flanagan's  untimely  fate  took  place 

military  law  and  military  usages,  when  in    June    1828,    at   Trichinopolv — he 

compared  with  the  laws  which  regulate  having,  in  all   probability,    fallen    a 

civil  society,  I  have  subjoined  an  ac-  victim  to  the  unwise,  injudicious,  and 

countoftheexecutionof  a  very  remark-  harassing    treatment    of    a    superior 

able  man.  officer.    How  far  it  was  beneficial  to 

Private  Flanagan, regiment,  was  carry  the  capital  punishment  into  effect 

a  fine  looking  soldier,  about  six  feet  in  this  case,  it  is  not  for  me  to  give  an 

one  inch  in  height.    He  had  excellent  opinion.    The  crime  appears  to  have 

natural  talents,  and  had   received   a  been  the  result  of  momentary  passion 

tolerably  good  education.    He  had  ac-  or   irritation,  not    a    consequence    of 

quired  a  knowledge  of  Latin,  and  could  design ;    and  perhaps  he  wns  hardly 

speak  the  French  language.      When  sensible  of  the  breach  of  discipline  he 

the  regiment  went  to  India,  he  was  in  committed  in  the  act   for  which  he 

a  short    time    able    to    communicate  suffered  death. 

with  the    natives    in    several  of  the  Another  example,  which    occurred 

languages  of  the  country.     Although  lately,   on  a  foreign  station,  may  be 

Flanagan  was  a  smart  clever  soldier,  ^ven  for  a  similar  purpose,  namely,  to 

he  WHS  liable  to  commit  slight  breaches  illustrate   the  rigour  and  practice  of 

of  military  discipline,  and   his  name    military  law.    Private  H ,  belong- 
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ing  to  the regiment,  was  brought  so  as  to  enable  as  to  award  a  due  retn- 

before  the  captain  of  his  company  for  butive    punishment     in    physical    or 

having  been  drunk,  and  ordered  the  mental  suffering !    "  Toacquire  a  com- 

trifling  punishment  of  two  or  three  plete  knowledge  of  the  guilt  attached 

d^s'  drill,  when  he  gently  struck  this  to  an  individual  for  an  act  of  delin- 

officer's  shoulder,   exclaiming  at  the  quency,  it  would  be  necessary  to  find 

same  time,  '*  There  now  is  death  for  out  the  secret  eprings  that  had  led  to 

me."  The  man  in  question  was  of  highly  the  commission  of  each  particular  act — 

respectable  extraction,  and  a  graduate  how  much  of  the  motive  arose  from  the 

of  one  of  the  English  Universities.  He  force  of  circumstances,  acting  momen- 

drew  up  what  he  intended  as  a  defence,  tarily  on  the  mind,  how  much  from  a 

but  was  dissuaded  from  the  avowal  hardened  disposition,  and  how  much 

of  the  sentiments  and  disclosures  it  from  mere  weakness  and  mental  im- 

contained,  by  some    benevolent  per-  becility."    The  vagaries  of  incipient 

sons,  who  thought  it  might  operate  and  temporary  insanity  are  easily  mis- 

against  him.    The  purport  of  what  he  taken  for  the  outbreaks  of  reasoning  in<* 

intended  to  express  was  this:  that  he  subordination;  and  after  an  offence  has 

had  been  suspected  of  writing  a  letter  been  committed,  it  is  often  impossible 

in  a  newspaper,  respecting  the  stiite  of  to  obtain  the  requisite  knowledge  of 

the  regiment,  some  two  or  three  years  the  responsibility  or  of  the  motives  of 

ago,  and  that  he  had  ever  since  under-  a  delinquent,  so  as  strictly  to  apportion 

gone  such  unremitting  persecution,  as  punishment  to  guilt, 

rendered  life  intolerable,  and  he  there-  Exemplary  punishments  are  perhaps 

fore,  by  the  commission  of  this  crime,  not  less  difficult  to  award.    To  punish 

hoped  for  death,  as  a  termination  to  one  man,  for  the  purjwse  of  deterring 

his  sufferings.    He  did  not  name  any  some  othef  unknown  person  from  the 

on    as    his    persecutor,  but  intended  commission  of  crime,  can  scarcely  be 

merely  to  remind  the  court, that  rational  defended  upon  the  common  principles 

beings  were  not  in  the  habit  of  acting  of  justice,  even  if  it  were  demonstrated 

&8  he  and  others  had  done,  without  that  exemplary  punishments  are  benefi- 

some  cause.    This  man  was  sentenced  cial.     But  how  rarely  is  it  obvious  that 

to  eight  year^  imprisonment  with  hard  punishments    inflicted    for    example's 

labour,  and  a  month's  solitary  confine-  sake    hr.ve    possessed    much    of   ,the 

ment  every  four  months.  deterring  principle. 

Had  private  H — --  committed  sui-  Flogging  has  been  long  the  principal 

cide,  instead  of  making  a  shew  of  strik-  secondary  punishment  in  the  British 

ing  his  captain    for  the  purpose   of  army.     In  the  early  part  of  the  last 

being  put  to  death,  a  coroner's  inquest  century,  it  was  inflicted  by  means  of 

would,  I  think,  have  returned  a  verdict  rods,  and  by  hired  executioners;  but 

of  temporary  insanity.     It  is  notorious  that  mode  having  fallen  into  disuse,  the 

that  this  man  sought  death  as  a  release  present  system  was  adopted,  namely, 

from  continued  suffering.    The  mind  by  drummer  with  the  cat-of-nine-tails. 

becomes  unsettled  from  mental  anguish;  During   the   rebellion  in  Scotland  in 

and  whether  we  call  that  state  of  the  1745,  the  cat  was  much  employed  by 

intellect  insanity  or  not,  the  actions  are  the  army,  to  extort  evidence,  as  well  as 

often    not    regulated    by     reasonable  to  punish  soldiers.    We  learn  by  the 

motives.    The  existence  of  moral  in-  Jacobite  memoirs,  that  a  sentry,  who 

sanity,  without  any  obvious  intellectual  had    been    convicted  of    allowing    a 

derangement,  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  prisoner  to  escape,  received  500  lashes 

How  many  murders  have  occurred  in  ^\i\i  it. 

India,  from  apparently  verjr  unimpor-  The   punishment   of   flogging    has 

tant  causes,  such  as  the  excitement  oc-  been   employed  and  defended,  appa- 

caaioned  by  the  annoyance  of  soldiers  rently  as  if  it  were  calculated  to  expiate 

being  kept  longer  at  drill  than  they  d^  atone  for  crimes.    Flagellation  was 

deemed  just  or  necessary,  or  employed  ^q  doubt  approved  by  public  opinion, 

at  fatigue  duty  under  a  tropical  sun.  so  long  as  it  was  in  accordance  with  the 

Capital  punishments  must  be  either  prevalent  religious  ideas.    The  church 

retributive  or  exemplary.    How  inade-  pointed  out  corporal  inflictions  as  a 

quate  are  our  means  of  ascertaining  means  of  salvation  ;  and  the  repentant 

the  degreeof  moral  guilt,  in  most  cases,  sinner  believed,  that  by  penance  and 
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bodiiy  suffering,    he   should    recover  tioned  in  the  island  of  Amboyna,  three 

peace  of  conscience.  men  belonging  to  the  corps  were  tried 

Corporal  inflictions  were  not  then  by  a  court  martial  for  marauding  and 

disgraceful,  they  being  considered  to  ill-treating  the  natives.    Each  of  the 

possess  an  expiatory  char  cter.     But  three  men  was  sentenced  to  receive 

this  belief  in  trie  efficacy  of  flagellation  fifteen  hundred  lashes.     A  punishment 

«nd  severe  fasts  has  long  disappeared,  parade  being  formed,  and  immediately 

Public  opinion  in  our  day  brands  the  after  the  reading  of  the  sentence,  one  of 

punished  criminal  with  an  almost  in-  the  prisoners  sprung  forward,  seized  the 

delible  disgrace;  and  perhaps  the  de-  drum-majoi's  sword,  and  called  upon 

grading  character  of  corporal  punish-  the  men  in  the  ranks  to  come  forward 

ment  is  more  sensibly  felt  in  the  army  in  his  favour,— a  request  to  which  they 

than  in  civil  life,  owing  to  the  circum-  did  not  respond.     He  was  forthwith 

stance  that  it  is  exclusively  inflicted  secured;    ami  having  been  lashed  to 

upon  private  soldiers.    Even  those  who  .  the  trianfirles,   he  received  the  whole 

defend  the  suitableness  of  flogging  as  a  amountof  his  sentence,  fifteen  hundred 

punishment,  practically  admit  the  de-  lashes,  well  applied.    The  other  two 

grading  character  of  the  infliction,  by  prisoners  received  each  the  same  num- 

refusing  to  take  a  whipped  offender  her,  equally   well  inflicted.      In    the 

into  the  jxiblic  service :  he  is  also  liable  framing  of  laws  rigor  is  necessary,  but 

to  be  refused  employment  in  civil  life,  in  executing  them  mercy  is  essentially 

By  this  means,  Prince  Oscar  inquires,  required.  The  converse  appears  to  have 

*'  Is  there  not  thus  formed  a  class  of  obtained  in  the  above  cases,  the  punish- 

Pariaht,  or  moral  outlaws,   who  are  ment  having  been  more  severe  than 

obliged  to  consider  themselves  as  being  was  warranted  by  either  former  usage 

in  a  continued  state  of  warfare  with  or  express  regulation, 
society  ?"  The  prisoner  who  was  first  punished 

For  a  long  time  the  cat-of-nine- tails  was  subsequently  tried  for  his  mutinous 

has  not  been  used  in  the  British  army  conduct  in  the  square  of  the  corps,  and 

«xcept  by    the  sentence  of   a    court  having  been  condemned  to,death«  the 

martial,    and  in   the    presence    of   a  sentence   was  inflicted  by  his   being 

medical  officer.      At  what  particular  shot  with  musketry. 

date  the  formality  of  a  court  martial  {To  be  continwdj 

became  essentially  necessarv,  I  have  ArTrciTrc 

not  learned.     In  a  general  order,  which  AClifijlUb : 

was  issued  in  Canada  on  the  1 4th  of  a  svrvbt  of  the  ethical  bk  a  rings  of 

November,  1759,  it  was  announced  that  iiedicinb. 

**any  soldier  that  is  found  drunk  will  By  C.  F.  H.  Ma&x,  M.D.  8cc. 

receive  twenty  lashes  per  day,  until  he  ^p^  /^^  x^„^on  Medicnl  GazeiteJ 

owns  where  he  got  the  liquor ;  and  his  [Continued  from  p.  89.J 

allowance  of  rum  will  be  stopped  for  

six   weeks." — (Historical    /onrnal  of  To  James  Gregory, — 

ihe   Campaign  in  North   America,  by  You  never  regretted  the  vast  pains  you 

Captain  Knox,  vol.  ii.  p.  20G.)  took   in   Aberdeen,   and  Oxford,   and 

No  court  martial  seems  to  have  been  Edinburgh,  upon  your  classical  educa- 
required,  in  carrying  the  above  punish-  tion  ;— the  root  of  all  sustained  effort 
ment  into  eflect;  audit  is  obvious  that  is  bitter,  but  the  fruit  is  sweet, 
the  cat  was  to  be  usjcd  as  an  instrument  That  only  which  is  perfect  in  its 
of  torture,  with  the  view  of  extracting  form  and  kind  pleases  the  judicious, 
evidence.  Until  1836,  there  was  no  and  outlives  the  times  in  which  it  was 
limitation  to  the  extent  of  the  sentence  produced.  Your  elegant  Latin  has 
of  a  general  court  martial;  "bounds  contributed  not  a  little  to  your  fame ; 
were  not  set  to  show  the  maximum  of  and  now,  when  your  name  is  men- 
punishment;"  every  thing,  in  this  re-  tioned.  you  are  conmionly  instanced  as 
spect,  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  a  model  both  of  style  and  of  matter, 
court.  The  following  is  the  largest  Speech,  it  has  been  aptly  said,  is  the 
amount  of  punishment  which  I  have  man;  and  as  a  noble  presence  generally 
known  inflicted  upon  a  man,  for  one  indicates  a  noble  nature,  so  does  an 
and  the  same  crime.  elegant  siyle  for  the  must  part  imply, 

In  1813  or  1814,  when  a  wing  of  the  that  thought  and  study  have  been  ek- 

Bengal  European  regiment  was   sta-  pended  in  equal  mccisurc  on  the  matter. 
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But  as  in  yoar  day  the  medical  au-  cine,  who  above  all  men  has  to  do  with 

thor  who  could  write  with  some  little  individuals,  fix  the  whole  pHOwer  of  his 

elegance,  and  make  himself  interesting  intellect  and  spirit  upon  the  individual  ? 

to  non-professional  as  well  as  profes-  The  problem  entrusted  to  him  both 

sional  persons,  was  one  of  the  rarities  mentally  and  morally  for  solution  or 

—one  of  the  white  ravens  or  black  development  appears  to  be  this:  not 

swans— so  it  is  at  the  present  time,  merely  to  recognize  the  tranquil  spirit 

And  it  is  even  this  state  of  thin^  that  in  the  circle  of  eternal  change,  but  to 

leads  me  to  pour  out  my  complaint  be-  remain    tranquil    himself;    and   after 

fore  you,  with  a  faint  hope  that  I  may  having  made  the  round  once,   to  set 

receive  some  comfort  at  your  hands.  himself  to  wrestle  with  details. 

On  the  temple  of  the  Delphic  Apollo,  Even  in  the  same  measure  as  medi- 

88  you  are  aware,  stood  the  motto  in  cine  expands— infinitely,   it   may   be 

f  olden  letters :  Know  Tbyself, — as  a  said ;   as  travels   into   new  countries 

ind  of  admonition  to  the  approaching  make    us  acquainted  with  additional 

votary,  that  the  Py thia  dwelt  within  articles  of  the  materia  medica ;  as  che- 

himself,  in  each  man's  o^n  interior,  mistry  from  her  furnace  and  alembic 

The  habit  of  questioning  our  proper  presents  us  with  novel  combinations 

genius,  however,  is  becoming  rarer  and  influencing  the  bodily  state ;  and  as  the 

rarer:  man  appeals  too  little  to  him-  microscope  goes  on  enlarging  more  and 

self;  and  our  youth,  by  the  distraction  more  the  smallest  objects  to  the  eager 

and  multiplicity  of  their  studies,  seem  eves  of  physiology  emd  pathology, — in 

scarcely  ever  to  arrive  at  self-interro-  the  same  measure,  I  conceive,  ought 

fation.     The  demands  we  make  for  the  true  physician  to  strive  after  con- 
no  wledffe  are  too  manifold  and  too  centration  and  completeness   in  indi- 
many ;  those  for  the  mastery  of  what  is  vidual  details. 

known,  and  the  right  interpretation  of  Our  schools  have  yet  to  make  a  be- 

what  science  imparts,  are  too  few  :  a  ginning  in  this  direction  :  the  ideal  in 

certain  (quantity  of  knowledge  is  re-  performance  can  only  proceed  from  sa- 

quired,— its  quality  is  less  thought  of,  tisfaction   with  our  daily  occupation, 

indeed  is  apt  to  escape  consideration  from  the  longing  gratified  of  simulta- 

altogether.    The  state  machine,  mean-  neons  progress  made  in  the  real  and 

time,    proceeds   very    regularly :    the  the  formal. 

school    and   academy    turn    out   ripe  Who  can  bear  witness  better  than 

youths,  approved  by  examination,  and  you  to  the  necessity  and  the  reward  of 

the  university  by  and  by  hatches  them  private  industry,  of  occupation  with  the 

into  doctors ;  but  they  are  still,  and  masters  of  our  art,  and  the  business  of 

ever  remain,  mere  tyros.  displaying  the  rightly  apprehended  in 

Every  one  runs  after  his  object,  and  clear  and  simple  terms  P 
each  is  at  length  glad  to  be  rid  of  The  Dutch  Hippocrates,  who  cer- 
competitors  in  the  race.  And  then,  by  tainly  cannot  be  reproached  with  the 
the  pressure  of  the  ro  'sses,  it  is  becom-  one-sidedness  that  is  apt  to  attach  to 
ing  ever  more  difficult  to  give  an3rthing  formal  training,  was  in  great  measure 
like  special  and  sustained  attention  to  self-taught*  ;  his  teachers  were  princi- 
any  single  subject:  population  increases;  pally  the  ancients;  and  the  singular 
augmented  facilities  of  communication  amount  of  influence  he  obtained  on 
bring  the  most  distant  boundaries  of  contemporaries  and  posterity,  he  ac- 
empires— the  most  distant  empires,  into  quired  mainly  through  the  weight  of 
contact;  one  discovery  pushes  aside  ano-  a  high  and  universal  cultivation.  When 
Iher ;  and  our  steam  presses,  like  ever  students,  therefore,  call  out  panem  et 
active  volcanos,  belch  forth  and  scatter  Circentei—th&t  the  indispensable  only 
excitement  on  every  hand.  be  presented  to  them  in  their  study- 
He  who  is  kept  constantly  in  harness  courses,  and  every  thing  be  made  easy 
has  enough  to  do  with  himself;  care  as  child's-play,  the  zealous  teacher 
for  his  own  existence  suffers  him  to  gains  no  dispensation  in  his  labour. 

make  no  sacrifice  for  another. 

In  life  this  may  be  admitted ;   but  ^  ,    ^  «              ,  .      ,   ... 

W  neiner  it  oe  V  en  in  science,  ana  par-  p^s  Boerbuvii  mana  conscriptut  (vide  Burton's 

ticularly  m    medical   science,    that   is  Life  of  Boerhaave.  p.  207).  we  Feadasfollowi: 

another  Question  '*  ^^  forMD  incredibile  nullum  de  Nostro  medi- 

xyr.,.,*  «^»  ♦!,«  V»..f;*;ys^^.  «f  ^^Ai  ciwe  auditum  profeworem,  niai cl.  Drclincurtiuni 

Must  not  the  practitioner  OI  medl-  panels  vidbuspaulo  ante  fata." 
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It  18  not  to  be  apprehended  that  the  necessary  acconplishraent.  Many  a 
study  of  medicine  will  ever  become  a  one,  however,  who  baa  the  Freneh  and 
toruB  medieatw^  a  Graham's  celestial  the  German  key  at  hand,  has  no  fami* 
bed ;  bat  it  is  certainly  sought  to  be  liarity  with  the  c/avu  Ciceronimna,  and 
made  attractive  by  books  with  the  cha-  many  strange  blundere  are  in  conse- 
meter  of  chrestomathiaa  or  school-col-  quence  committed.  The  classics — I 
leeCioiui :  it  has  now  its  alphHbeticai  mean  the  books — arc  constantly  taken 
cydbopmdiaSt  and  treatises  on  anatomy  from  the  gymnasium  or  academy  to  the 
and  physiology,  materia  medica  and  university,  and  with  the  purpose  of 
surgery,  that  are  ornamented  with  keepine  them,  like  prize- meoals,  to  the 
prints,  like  primers  and  ABC  books  last.  In  the  hour  of  need  the  cry  is : 
for  little  children.  Of  all  the  compo-  twryile  Triarii !  and,  in  the  struggle, 
nents  of  the  head,  the  eye  alone  is  they  find  their  way  to  the  old-book- 
taken  into  consideration ;  where  there  stall. 

is  a  picture   there  is  no  need  of  a  But  even  as  little  as  high  personal 

thought.  beauty  is  incompatible  with  courage,  as 

At  no  time  has  the  peripheral  organ,  little  does  a  classical  education  stand 
the  superficial,  been  so  diligently  la-  in  the  way  of  practical  accomplish- 
boured  as  at  present.  But  when  the  ment  Whi,  better  than  yourself,  could 
external  is  treated  of,  when  mere  skin  satisfy  us  that  those  physicians  on 
and  covering  are  the  subject,  we  are  re-  wl^ose  index  /  ruhibitorum  the  classics 
minded  of  the  ancient  Myths,  and  recol-  had  no  place,  have  been  those  pre- 
lect that,  in  the  Argonautic  expedition,  cisely  who  have  been  most  dibtin- 
miracles  lent  their  aid;  that  the  mast  guished  by  penetration  of  judgment 
of  the  good  ship  Argo  gave  the  bold  and  rectitude  of  conduct  ?  It  is  but 
adventurers  a  word  or  prophecy  in  lately  since  I  dibcovercd  that  George 
season,  and  that  Hercules  lost  his  life  Baker,  the  benefactor  of  Devonnhire, 
by  Dejanira's  poisoned  shirt.  the  tracer  of  the  cholic  and  pnralysifi, 

True  learning  is  becoming  every  day  endemical  there,  to  the  presence  of  lead 

a  greater  and  greater  rarity  in  the  me-  in  the  universal  beverage  of  the  county, 

dical   man* ;  but  as   learning  is  still  cyder,  and  that  derived  from  the  une 

lield  to  confer  a  title  to  consideration,  of  leaden  vessels,   was  an  admirable 

BO  do  we  frequently  encounter  sham-  Latinist. 

learning— a  certain   mock  familiarity  Many  medical  writers  exhibit  what 

with  Hippocrates  and  Galen,  and  an  may  be  culled  a  remarkable  innocency 

ostentatious  use  of  iihrases  picked  up  in  literature.    Tliey  quote  an  nuthor, 

blindfold,  and  cast  about  at  randomf.  for  instance,  without  farther  observa- 

The  study  of  grammar  occasions  so  tion,  and  after  the  edition  of  him 
much  misery  at  school,  as  you  know,  which  they  have  at  hand;  they  know 
that  the  emancipated  student  seeks  to  Fontanelle,  but  not  Fontenelle ;  they 
be  rid  even  of  the  recollection  of  his  know  no  Hunter  but  one,  nor  any 
annoyances;  and  so  it  comes  that  er-  Monro  but  one;  when  llamann  is 
rors/both  in  writing  and  in  speaking  cited,  they  think  of  none  other  save 
the  Latin  language,  soon  obtrucfe  them-  hiin  who  was  hanged ;  and  on  mention 
selves.  Exceptions,  it  is  true,  occur  of  Lichtenberg,  they  straightway  con- 
occasionally  among  the  members  of  our  elude  that  the  hermit  of  that  name, 
Erofession ;  but  exceptions  are  still  whose  interpretation  of  the  penta- 
eld  proofs  of  the  general  rule.  The  gramma  and  other  magical  figures  finds 
learning  of  the  oead  languages  is  a  place  among  the  collected  writings  of 
looked  upon  as  an  indispensable  part  Paracelsus,  is  the  party  intended. 
of  elementary  education  ;  and  with  our  The  plastic  arts,  on  the  other  hand, 
increased  facilities  for  travel  and  inter-  arc  commonly  enough  not  unregarded ; 
course,  a  knowledge  of  one  or  more  of  there  be  medical  men  who  know 
the  living  tongues  of  Europe  is  held  a  more    of   paintcra'    schools    than    of 

*  fl'^  »              1.   u -^  "    A — n     \x.r  pointers*  cholic.    And  he  who  has  no 

*  S.  C.  Lucae  speaki  briefly  and  well  on  this  '^n.*  e  j-i  .•*  »<:ii 
point  in  his  oration :  Cor  noatria  tcmporibna  collection  of  medical  portraits,  Still 
mnlto  parcios  quam  oiim  inter  medlcoijuniores  very  probably  possciFses  a  fine  engrav- 
bSri  "wD.**"**^*  literiique  aatia  imbuti?    Mar-  j^g  ^^  ^^,^  ^^  ^^^^^   medical  subject, 

tnc connoiaaeur excUima  with  Aristophanea  Buch   as   L' Amour    Medecin,    or    the 

(Nabea,  v.  900),  at  ai^ht  of  the  pretender :  Water-doctor  of  Gerrard  Dow. 

Wi^bStSSkkV''*'"''*"'^  It  were  unfair  to  ask  for  too  much 


116  DR.  MARX'S  STfRVEY. 

in  such  things.  The  artist  has  an-  Parnassus :  and  though  a  lame  Tyrtsus 
tiques,  where  much  is  wanting,  for  his  might  inflame  the  Spartans,  no  practi- 
studies;  the  physician  has  sick  men,  tioner  of  medicine  will  ever  cure  a 
who  lack  much  for  his.  Other  casts  cripple  with  his  poetry, 
than  plaster  casts  of  tumors  and  defor-  Leaving  poetry  out  of  the  question, 
mities  might  lead  his  fancy  off  in  a  then,  not  looking  for  any  degree  of 
wrong  direction.  The  every-day  prac-  ■  skill  in  the  art  of  "  building  the  lofty 
titioner  must  be  familiar  with  the  rhyme''  from  the  medical  profession,  I 
membranes — of  the  body ->  of  every  may  still  be  allowed  to  complain  that 
kind  and  description :  whether  or  no  he  so  many  of  its  members  write  so  care- 
have  ever  seen  and  handled  any  other  lessly  ;  they  might  be  sharply  handled 
membrane  of  the  kind  discovered  by  on  the  deficiencies  of  their  prose  style ; 
Eumenes  of  Per^mtis  (parchment),  and  indeed  impatience  and  spite  al- 
than  that  on  which  his  doctor's  di-  most  tempt  one  at  times  to  take  it  out  of 

Eloma   is   written,   signifies  not;   his  their  skins, — Apollo  stripped  Maryas 

usiness  is  to  order  not  Attic  but  Ep-  ofhis  entirely  for  his  indiflferent  writing, 

som  salt.  —were  it  not  that  as  anatomists  we 

He  who  is  fatigued  with  the  toils  of   know  we  should  have  to  make  some- 

the  day,  at  the  present  time,  scarcely  what  severe  inroads  in  the  process  upon 

expects  to  find  himself,  like  Arbuthnot,  the  cutaneous  nerves, 

seated  in  the  company  of  a  Swift  and  He  who  has  even  the  most  perfect 

a  Pope,  descanting  on  the  fine  arts,  or  processus  styloideus  in  his  skull,  may, 

drawing  a  portrait  of  Martinus  Scrib-  as  you  are  well  aware,  have  the  most 

lerus;— but  a  novel  from  the  circulat-  defective  style  of  writing  imaginable; 

ing  library  is  still  held  tolerable  com-  there  have  not  been  wanting  instances 

nany ;  at  all  events  it  is  not  despised,  of  such  gentlemen,  who,  on  this  very 

It  were,  however,   subject  worthy  of  ground,  have  ^ven  themselves  out  as 

inquiry,  whether  the  very  greatest  cha-  genuine  practical  men.     But  against 

racters  have  not  occasionally  been  be-  such  pretensions  I  feel  called  upon  to 

holden  to  such  reading  for  their  noblest  protest  with  the  authority  both  of  sacred 

conceptions.  and  profane  writers.    The  Gospel  ac- 

Indulgence  in  the  poetical  facultv  cording  to  St.  Luke  is  written  in  better 

appears  not  to  accord  well  with  the  mul-  Greek*  than  any  of  the  other  gospels; 

tiplicit^  of  detail  in  empirical  science,  but  the  apostle  was  a  physician.     Such 

Nietzki,  in  his  pathology,  places  the  men  as  Celsus,  Fcmelius,  Sydenham, 

furor  poeticus  betwixt  the  chorea  sancti  Baglivi,     Gaubius,    Triller,     William 

Viti  and  the  furor  uterinus !   How  shall  Hunter,  and  Cuvier,  who  took  such 

we  wonder,  then,  that  even  the  ancient  pains  with  their  language,  can  never  be 

physiciauF,  whilst  they  willingly  chewed  reached  by  the  charge  that~they  were 

Alexandrian  raisins,  which  were  with-  word  splitters  and  mere  verbal  critics, 

out  stones,  so  generally  eschewed  Alex-  Even  as  the  cream  shows  the  good- 

andrine  verses.  ness  of  the  milk,  so  do  precision  and 

There  have,  indeed,  been  physicians  elegance   of   expression  indicate  the 

who  have  been  rather  famous  poets,  parts  of  the  writer.    For  style  there  is 

such  as  Nicander  of  Colophonia,  Sere-  indeed  no  general  rule  or  standard ;  it 

nus    Sammonicus,    Aegedius    Cabrio-  seems  to  vary  with  the  prevailing  spirit 

lensis,  Hieronymus  Fracas torius*,  Geo.  of  the  times,  and  dififers  as  the  period 

Gottlob  Richter,  Albert  Haller,  Werl-  is  one  of  tranquillity  and  indiflfcrence, 

hof,  Mark  Akenside,  and  John  Arm-  or  as  it  is  marked  by  mental  excitement 

strong,  and  others  who  have  interested  and  bustle ;  it  is  now  argument  and 

themselves  much  for  poets,  as  Garth,  sequence,  now  daring  and  assumption, 

who,  besides  writing  poetry  himself,  that  takes  the  lead;  at  one  time  it  is 

buried  Drvden  decentlv,  and  Currie  wit,  at  another  it  is  seriousness  that 

who  edited  the  works  of  Robert  Burns  prevails  ;    with  leisure,  men  write  at 

— and  Edward  Jenner,  too,  let  it  not  be  length,  and  are  prosy ;  apt  to  become 

forgotten,  wrote  verses.     But  with  the  pressed  for  time,  they  are  concise  and 

best  will  in  the  world  the  Gradus  ad — 

Pamassum  does  not  actually  lead  to  *  ?!*  7*1^?}^!?"  .5?®*^  Sanctorom  medl- 

i coram,  p.  4,  ParU,  1643),  uys  of  him:   DIvub 

A  »rt     n  -*i.  1-         •    1.1    «^  a.  J-  •    ,«     .  l-nc**  •cripBit  Evanrelium  omatissimo  Bermone, 

(p.  1S2,  Hafhue,  1609),  My«  of  him :  Cam  Veterom  aennonia  renustate  ac  politiore  Hteratura  deliJc- 

majesuti  certare  valet.  tabantur.                                         ■  »••  «cicv 


ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS.  117 

pointed.    The  elegant  and  the  harmo-  6.  On  the  agreements  during  and 

nious,  however,  are  always  in  season.  after  consultations  :  table-talk. 

And  there  let  us  admit  the  fact: —  7*  On  the  friendships  of  medical  men: 

the  wooden  tablets  covered  with  wax  a  myth. 

upon  which  the  ancients  were  wont  to  8.  On  the  propagation  of  half  true 

write,  have  become,  through  Gutten-  truths  and  untruths,  and  on  inuendos : 

berg's  means,  the  tables  of  the  law  for  a  medico^ political  enquiry, 

mankind.    In  the  brain  there  is  a  pen—  9.  On  tne  acting — tragedy,  comedy, 

a  writing  pen*,  in  sooth  feahmus  scrip-  and  farce — of  patients :  a  hymn. 

tortus)  :  and  the  pen  is  now  the  prime  10.  On  the  physiognomy  to  be  ob- 

feather  in  the  wing  that  moves  the  served  in  presence  of  the  patient:  a 

world.    And  writing  is  wonderfully  fa-  sketch  from  nature, 

cilitated  now  in  comparison  with  what  11.  On  the  selfishness  of  the  sick  : 

it  was  formerly ;  and  if  not  yet  alto? e-  a  satire. 

ther  free  from  danger,  it  is  gradualJy  12.  On  the  cynicism  of  the  medical 

becomingmoreandmoreso.   By  means  practitioner :  an  ele^. 

of  the  pen  machine,  moreover,  we  have  13.  On   undeceiving  medical  men: 

now  a  pen  ready  at  a  single  snip,  and  a  narrative. 

with  the  steel  pen  we  have  nothing  to  H.   On  the    complaints  of  practi- 

fear  from  chips  flying  off  into  the  eye  tioners  at  having  no  Sunday :  a  larce. 

in  nibbing.     And  then  we  have  glazed  15.  On  the  unexpected  rencontre  of 

paper,  which  if  it  does  not  in  any  way  two  practitioners  at  the  bed-side  ef  the 

spare  the  head,  still  saves  the  hand  same  patient:  a  physiological  interlude, 

much  inconvenience.     Medical  men,  16.  On  the  struggle  to  become  the 

too,  are  now  at  liberty  to  spend  all  the  family  physician :  an  heroic  poem, 

more  time  on  their  periods,  seeing  that  17.  On  the  mutual  reconnoitrings  of 

periodical  distempers  are  cut  short  and  colleagues  :  a  novel, 

cured  with  quinine.  18.  On  the  dilemma  of  having  neither 

Under  these  favourable  circumstances  sick  nor  sound  to  wait  on:  a  popular 

I  have  a  plan  nearly  ready  —always  ballad. 

with  the  proviso  that  you  consent  to 

accept  the  President's  chair — for  the 

foundation  of  a  medical  society  for  the  -A.NALYSES  and     —ICES  or  BOOKS. 

cultivation  of  style.    The  society  will  «,,    »          *.    x  «                  ,  , - 

M^  #.#«i«w»A  ]{i,«  ^/u».  « :^*:-.  **L*auteur»e  tuelallonBTcrce  qnelelectearM 

Of  course,  like  other  societies,  propose  taekabr^r."-D*ALBMBBBT. 

prize  questions  from  lime  to  time,  for  

which  ample  funds  it  is  not  doubted 

will  accrue  from  the  superfluous  fees  of  Introductory  Address  to  the  Students  of 

physicians  and  surgeons  during  the  first  University  College,  at  the  opening  of 

five  (in  London,  ten)   years  of  their  the    Winter  Session  in  the  Faculty 

hves  as  practitioners.  of  Medicine,    1844  46;    containing 

If  you  approve  of  the  idea,  perhaps  Observations  upon  the  effects  lihely 

you  will  be  kind  enough  to  select  those  to  be  produced  by  the  Medical  Reform 

you  most  approve  of  from  among  the  Bill  and  the  S'ew  Charter  on  the 

following  questions,  and  to  fix  a  day  Surgical  Profession  and  the  Schools; 

for  the  inauguration  of  the  society.  Remarhs  on  the  expediency  of  com- 

1.  On  the  power  to  dispense  with  bining  Literary    with    Professional 
technical  terms  :  a  sermon.  Pursuits ;    and    Directions  for  the 

2.  On  the  untruths  to  patients  that  most  advantageous  Method  of  Studying 
are  admissible :  a  tale.  Medicine  and  Surgery.    By  Samuel 

3.  On  the  merit  of  unravelling  tan-  Cooper.  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
gled  skeins :  an  ode.            •  same  College,  &c.   Longman  and  Co. 
.    4.  On  disputes'and  differences  amoncr  ^           i .      ^         ,             ^  ,          , 
medical  men  after  the  demise  of  the  ^7? «J,  **^*"^  ^f^™  ^^e  pen  of  the  author 
patient :  a  catechetical  essay.  ^^    J^e  Dictionary  of  Practical  Sur- 

5.   On  the  mutual  confidence  of  me-  S^^y  \ »«  precious  m  our  eyes.    The 

dical  practitioners :  a  dream.  compiler  of  such  a  work  must  needs  be 

held  a  benefactor  of  mankind :  he  puts 

"7~                      I    ~      ~      7"     ~ .  the  best  information  on  a  subject  of  the 

mld^vi'S:  ^Uti  ^qne'lrCciS'teX  highest  importance  to  every  man,  within 

4to.  ootting.  iMO,.pp.  2v,  30.  reach  of  all   who  have  acquired  the 
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rudiments  of  medical  science ;  he  pre-  sition.  Mr.  Cooper  then  goen ,  on  to 
Bents  his  age  with  an  epitome  of  the  apologise  for  the  introduction  of  medical 
opinions  and  experience  of  all  the  politics,  but  thinks  he  will  be  excused 
mightiest  spirits  that  have  lived  and  for  not  passing  them  over  altogether  in 
expended  themselves  in  that  depart-  silence.  As  the  Medical  Reform  Bill 
ment  of  the  healing  art  which  requires  is  intended  to  govern  the  whole  pro- 
manual  interference  fession,  its  practitioners,  its  students,  its 

Probably  no  single  book  that  was  ever  several  colleges,  and  its  schools,  he 

written  or  compiled  has  exerted  a  more  imagines  it  no  wonder  that  some  clauses 

beneficial  in  fluencein  its  sphere  than  Mr.  and  omissions  in  the  bill  should  excite 

Cooper's  Sureical  Dictionary.     Others  considerable  discontent.    The  intended 

have  had  medals  struck,  and  pictures  bill,  however,  he  conceives,  has  "some 

painted  in  their  honour :   our  estimate  wise  enactments,  which  ought  to  save 

of  Samuel  Cooper's  deserts  would  not  it  from  absolute  and  total  condemna- 

allow  us  to  stop  short  of  any  proposi-  tion." 
tion  for  less  than  a  statue  to  him.  "  Some  doubts,"    he    proceeds,  **  I 

We  should  have  felt  it  a' duty,  then,  know,  are  entertained  about  the  ex- 

to  notice  any  introductory  discourse  pediency  of  instituting  a  *  Council  of 

which  the  Professor  of  Surgery  in  Uni-  Health  and  Medical  Education  ;'  and 

versity  College  saw  fit  to  commit  to  the  many   sensible   persons  would  prefer 

press ;  the  time  at  which,  and  the  cir-  leaving   the    profession,  as  much  as 

cumstances  under  which,  the  present  possible,  to  its  own  self-government, 

address  is  produced,  made  us  even  eager  under  which  it  is  certain  tnaf  medical 

to  peruse  It;  the  table  of  contents  on  science  has  attained  in  this  country  a 

the  title-page,  it  may  be  imanned,  did  degree  of  perfection  not  surpassed,  pro- 

not  tend  to  lessen  this  natural  desire.  bably  not  reached,  in  any  other.    In 

Mr.  Cooper  commences  his  address  every  attempt  at  innovation,  this  last 

by  vindicating  the  1st  of  October  as  the  fact  must  not  be  overlooked— it  bears 

fittest  season  for  entering  on  the  busi-  upon  almost  every  question  of  medical 

ness  of  the  medical  session.    London  reform ;  and,  at  all  events,  it  dictates 

stands  almost,  if  not  altogether,  alone  to  the  legislature  the  utmost  caution  in 

in  this  respect,  however ;   and  we  are  all  its  measures  of  interference  with 

satisfied  tnat  the  1st  of  November,  as  the  profession.    Whether  the  Council 

in  Scotland,  and  all  over  Germany,  of  Health  and  Medical  Education,  if 

is  the  proper  period.    The  courses  de-  it  were   established,   would   fulfil  its 

liverea  on  the  Continent  are  certainly  intended    high    functions    well    and 

not  less  complete  than  they   are  in  efficiently,    would,    of    course,    very 

London ;  yet  the  professors  there  find  materially    depend    on    the    talents, 

from  the  Ist  of  November  to  the  30th  judgment,  and  the  discretion,  of  the 

of  April  as  eood  a  six  months  as  our  persons  favoured  with  seats  in  it.    If 

London  proTessors  do  the  five  months,  it  were  well  constituted,  I  should  ex- 

or  five  months  and  a  half,  from  the  1st  pect    that    the    profession    and    the 

of  October  to  the  middle  or  end  of  public  would  be  served  by  it  in  some 

March.  respects,  though  not  perhaps  in  every 

"  This  session  or  term,"  says  Mr.  thing  desired.  By  connecting  the  pro- 
Cooper,  *'  is  remarkable  as  beginning  at  fession  with  the  government,  our  no- 
one  of  the  most  eventful  periods  ever  torious  political  weakness,  as  a  body, 
known  in  the  British  medical  world,  would  probably  have  a  chance  of  being 
over  which  (he  god  Apollo,  who  of  late  more  or  less  obviated.  To  such  an 
may  have  been  caught  noddine,  seems  Institution  we  might  look  for  more 
unlikely  to  retain  much  longer  his  usual  uniformity,  more  stability,  and  more 
influence,  but  must  ^ield  to  the  irre-  consistency  in  the  future  regulations 
sistible  spirit  of  the  times,  and  bend  to  for  medical  schools,  than  has  hitherto 
the  power  of  parliamentary  enactments  been  manifested  in  the  multiplicity  of 
and  royal  charters."  We  are  sorry  to  codes  sent  forth  from  time  to  time  by 
fancy  that^A polio  is  to  be  discarded;  an  extraordinary  number  of  councils 
Sir  James  Graham,  we  presume,  has  and  examining  boards,  without  any 
unseated  him ;  but  if  tie  has  been  harmonious  co-operation  —  some  mo- 
caught  nodding,  as  Mr.  Cooper  insinu-  destly  laying  down  the  minimum  as 
ates.  we  have  nothing  to  say  in  arrest  the  fit  principle  for  the  curriculum ; 
of  the  judgment  that  awards  his  depo-  others,  more   bold,   taking  praise  to 


ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OP  BOOKS.  il9 

thexDBelves  for  insisting  on  the  maxi-  efficiency  of  the  educational  establish- 

mum.  ments  of  each .   Teachers  at  present  can- 

"  The  establishment  of  one  supreme  not — dare  not — ^insist  on  the  attendance 
council  for  this  most  important  duty,  I  of  their  students;  under  the  general  regu- 
should  hope,  would  lead  not  ocly  to  lations  insisted  on  by  the  Council  of 
the  diminution,  if  not  the  discon-  Education  they  would  have  no  diffi- 
tinoance,  of  a  petty,  meddling,  restless,  culty  in  securing  the  presence  of  every 
and  ever-changing  system  of  legisla-  young  man  who  entered  on  every  day 
lion  on  professional  education,  but  to  throughout  the  session.  And  to  the 
the  exercise  of  more  wisdom  in  the  mass  of  common  minds  that  enghfre  in 
recognition  of  hospitals  and  schools,  every  study,  in  that  of  medicine  amon^ 
than  has  been  displayed  of  late  years  the  rest,  thoush  the  most  extensive  and 
by  collegiate  and  other  authorities.  If  difficult  of  all,  the  necessity  of  being 
this  soperintendinff  council  were  pro-  in  the  way  to  acquire  information  is 
perly  formed,  I  should  entertain  no  always  of  great  importance.  The  better 
fear  myself  of  its  adopting  any  mea-  intellects  arc  independent  of  teachern, 
sores  likely  to  destroy  the  competition  but  they  are  few  ;  the  poorer  orders  of 
amongst  the  schools ^an  appfencnsion  minds  are  every  way  dependent  on  their 
seriously  expressed  by  one  public  writer  instructors,  and  it  is  really  of  moment 
of  talent.  In  the  endeavour  to  bring  that  they  be  compelled  to  take  ad  van- 
about  some  uniformity  in  these  schools,  tage  of  the  opportunities  that  are  af- 
it  might  direct  the  same  subiects  to  be  forded  them :  the  community  is  even 
taught  at  all  of  them;  it  might  even  so  interested  in  their  studies  to  this  ex- 
so  Far  as  to  order  the  same  fees  to  be  tent. 

paid  at  all  for  them;  but  it  would  be  "As  for  some  other  parts  of  the  Reform 
entirely  beyond  its  strength  to  cause  Bill,'*  continues  Mr.  Cooper,  "  they 
medicine  and  surgery  to  be  taught  in  seem  to  me  fully  to  merit  ail  the  oppo- 
all  places  with  equal  talent,  efficiency,  sition  with  w*hich  they  are  threatened* 
and  success.  In  truth,  the  competition  The  imposition  of  a  tolerably  heavy 
selates,  not  to  the  subjects  to  be  taught,  poll  tax  for  registration ;  the  still 
bat  to  the  manner  of  teaching  them ;  heavier  payments  to  be  made  when  a 
and  whatever  this  council  may  do,  the  practitioner  removes  from  the  jurisdic- 
schools  will  still  laudably  strive  to  tion  of  one  of  the  national  medical 
emulate  and  excel  one  another  in  the  colleges  to  that  of  another,  an  enact* 
value  of  the  instruction  delivered  at  ment  directly  at  variance  with  the  long- 
them;  because  on  this  must  always  desired  equal  validity  of  their  diplomas 
mainly  depend  their  own  reputation  in  every  part  of  Her  Majesty's  domi- 
and  prosperity.  Were  the  fees  equalized  nions ;  and  lastly,  the  omission  of  an 
in  all  the  recognised  schools,  metro-  efficient  clause  to  protect  the  regular 
politan  and  provinical,  I  imagine  the  practitioner,  t.  e.  to  prevent  unex- 
fair  and  honourable  competition,  now  amined  persons  from  practising  and 
referred  to,  would  not  be  checked  even  assuming  the  title  of  surgeon ;  are,  ac- 
hy this'absmrd  interference ;  but  rather  cording  to  my  view,  amongst  the  most 
experience  a  fresh  impulse,  arising  objectionable  features  of  tne  Bill  as  it 
from  the  decline  of  small  teaching  now  stands.  Indeed,  if  it  had  notsome 
establishments,  which  now  live  (if  I  other  clauses  of  fairer  promiKC,  I  should 
may  so  express  myself)  principally  have  been  disposed  to  suspect,  that 
upon  their  cneapness."  those  philosophers,  who  concocted  it, 

We  are  pleased  to  have  the  views  of  had  considered  us  in  their  experiments 

such  a  man  as  Mr.  Cooper  on  this  (as  Burke  would  have  said)  *  no  more 

momentous    subject.      We    have    tlie  than  as  mice  in  an  air-pump,  or  in  a 

pleasure  of  s^gfeeing  with  him  in  all  recipient  of  mephitic  gas.' " 

that  he  has  said.    We  would  only  abate  This  is  quite  unequivocal,  and  Mr« 

the  word  *'  absurd"  in  connection  with  Cooper*s  words  are  but  the  echo  of  the 

the    interference:     interference    whs  voice  of  the  entire  profesion. 

highly  necessary,  and  the  Council  of  Quitting   "  The  Bill,"   Mr.  Cooper 

Health  and  Education,  ^iro/i«r^^  c'OH</i-  approaches  another    knotty    pouit  — 

trttfij  it  strikes  ns,  as  we  havealready  had  "  The  Charter  recently  granted  by  Her 

occasion  to  say,  in  securing  uniformity  Majesty  to  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 

of  study  and  uniformity  of  fee  in  chcq  genus   of    England,    which    will    be 

country  I  will  conduce  immensely  to  the  scarcely  less  important  in  its  effects 
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upon  the  surgical  community  of  this  six  or  more  surgical  cases,  taken  br 

kingdom.    Practitioners  and  students  himself  at  a  recognised  hospital,  with 

in  surgery  generally — every  medical  certificates  of  their  authenticity  and 

school^and  every  teacher — all  who  are,  genuineness. 

or  intend  to  become,  either   regular  '^  Candidates    who  have  taken   the 

surgeons  or  general  practitioners— will  degree  [of  B.A.   at   an   English    uni- 

be  more  or  less  affected  by  it.    The  versity  are  not  required  to  undergo  an 

establishment  of  the  higher  grade  of  examination  in  languages  and  mathe- 

the  Fellowship,  only  now   to  be  ob-  matics;    and  the  period  of  their  pro- 

tained  on  special  examination  by  can-  fessional  study  is  reduced  to  five  years* 

didates  who  are  at  least    twenty-five  *'  Gentlemen^all  these  matters  ought 

yearsof  age,  and  have  devoted  six  years  to  be  correctly  understood    by    you, 

to  the  study  of  their  profession  at  speci-  because  the  plan  necessary  to  be  pur- 

fied  schools  or  hospitals,  is  quite  a  new  sued,  in  order  to  obtain  the  Fellowsnip, 

state  of  things.    Nor  is  this  all;   for,  will  be  materially  different,  in  several 

in   addition  to   this   lengthened    pro-  respects,  from  what  you  would  have  to 

fessional  study,  a  superior  preliminary  follow  for  the  ordinary  diploma.     If 

eduoation  is  insisted  upon,  embracing  a  you  mean  to  try  for  the  Fellowbhip  in 

competent  knowledge  of   the   Greek,  the  f>r6t  instance,  and  at  the  earliest 

Latin,  and  French  Languages,  and  the  legitimate  age,  your  time  of  professional 

elements  of  mathematics,  lo  be  certi-  study  will  be  from  the  age  of  nineteen 

fied  by  special  examiners.    Some  re-  to  that  of  twenty-five  ;  but  if  you  mean 

laxation  of  this  part  of  the  by  laws  is  to  go  up  with  the  degree  of  B.A.,  the  age 

allowed  for  those  who  are  now  members  of  twenty  will  be  early  enough  for  you 

of  the  College,  after  they  have  attaitYed  to  enter  at  a  medical  school.     If  you 

a    certain    standing;     but    all    future  intend  to   qualify    for   the    ordinary 

members,  and  others  who  aspire  to  the  diploma,  which  can  be  obtained  at  the 

Fellowship  direct,  without  having  been  age  of  twenty-one,    four  years*   pro- 

previously  members,  must  comply  with  fessional  stady  at  a  reco^ised  hospital 

these  regulations.  and  S(  hool  is  the  condition  fixed  upon 

'*The  candidate  for  the  Fellowship  by  the  regulations  to  render  you  ad- 
must  have  been  engaged  for  six  years  missible  as  a  candidate, 
in  the  acquirement  of  professional  "  Whatever  mav  be  the  defects  of  the 
knowledge  in  recognised  hospitals,  new  charter,  and  however  well  founded 
or  schools  of  surgery  and  medicine  the  disappointment,*  caused  by  the  im* 
within  the  United  Kinedom,  or  in  possibility  of  doing  full  justice  to  all 
foreign  countries ;  and  three  of  such  in  the  late  nominations  to  the  Fellow- 
years  at  least  must  have  been  passed  in  ship,  it  is  my  sincere  belief  that,  inas* 
one  or  more  of  such  hospitals  or  schools  much  as  this  charter  enforces  a  higher 
in  London.  The  candidate  is  to  have  standard  of  education,  both  general  and 
attended  the  surgical  practice  of  a  re-  professional,  as  an  essential  step  to  the 
cognised  hospital  or  hospitals  during  superior  grade,  it  will  not  only  promote 
four  years,  and  the  medical  practice  for  the  advancement  of  scientific  and  praC" 
one  year.  tical  surgery,  but  confer  rank,  influence, 

'*  He  must  have  studied  anatomy  and  honour,  and  dignity,  on  the  surgical 

physiology  durine  three  winter  sessions,  profession." 

and  have  attended  lectures  on  the  We  take  the  opportunity  of  Mr. 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  on  Cooper's  exposition  to  make  known  to 
Clinical  Medicine,  on  the  Theory  and  our  younger  friends  what  will  be  re- 
Practice  of  Surgery,  and  on  Clinical  ouired  of  them  if  they  would  aspire  to 
Sur^er-y,  during  two  sessions.  tne  Fellowship  of  the  Royal  College 

"  He  IS  also  required  to  have  attended  of  Surgeons  of  England.    We  are  sorry 

one  course  on  each  of  the  following  to  diner  with  Mr.  Cooper  upon  this 

subjects;  viz.  Chemistry,  Materia  Me-  subject.    The  Fellows  are  all  intended 

dica,  Midwifery,  Medical  Jurisprudence,  by  the  concoctors  of  th^  Bill  and  Charter 

and  Comparative  Anatomy.  to  be  men  of  means  and  position  in  so- 

**  He  is  to  have  served  the  office  of  ciety ;  they  can  never  form  more  than  a 

house-surgeon  or  dresser  in  a  recog-  minority— a  small  minority — ofthepro- 

nised  hospital  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  fession,  and  their  practice  will  all  lie 

and  he  is  to  present  for  examination  among  the  wealthy  and  the  great.  But  we 

clinical  reports,  with  observations,  of  are  of  opinitn  that  the  wealthier  portion 
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of  society  will  aways  find  itself  provided  subject,  and  the  distinguished  member 

with  the  Doctor  Sangrado  of  the  pro-  of  the  profession  who  is  its  author, 

fession^irrespective  of  Kgislative  enact-  must  be  our  apology.     We  have  only 

ment :  we  du  not  think  it  in  any  way  quoted  the  graver  matters :   the  Dis- 

requisite  to  legislate  for  the  aristocracy  course  deserves  to  be  read ;  its  quiet 

of  the  country,  in  the  matter  of  highly  humour,  and  its  excellent  sense  com- 

educated  medical  men :  these  they  will  bined,  give  it  a  rare  charm,  and  add  a 

always  be  able  to  command  without  zest  that  makes  reading  a  real  pleasure. 

any  special  provision  made  by  act  of 

parliament ;  it  is  for  the  Gil  Bias  of  the 

profession    and  for  his  paitents,  the  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

commonalty,  that  we   are   solicitous. 

And  this  point  we  think  Mr.  Cooper  Friday,  October  25, 1844. 

overlooks  entirely  in  his  commentary  

on  the  Charter— it  was  not  his  cue  to  do  -  «  ucet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dij^nitatem 

otherwise  ;  Mr.  Cooper  is  a  member  of  ArtU  Mediae  tueri;  potesus  modo  veniendi  iu 

the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  publicum  sit,  dicendi  pericnluin  uon  recuw." 

^eons,  that  has  separated  itself  from  Cicer  o 

Its  constituency  —  its  members  —  and  . 

proposes  to  stand  alone  and  isolated,  or,  TH  E  EDUCATIONAL  PROPOSALS  OF 

as  it  has  been  said,  to  exist  through  the  xHE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  ROYAL 

rotten  support  of  partiality  and  favori-  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS, 
tism,  setting  at  denance  every  pnnciple 

of  right,  to  say  nothing  of  fair  play.  When  we  begin  to  feel  aweary  in  the 

which  is  only  right  of  another  kind,  course  we   have   been  pursuing  our- 

and  singularly  dear  to  the  nature  of  ,              ,             .        j         •  •      .i_  ^ 

Englishmen  selves,  we  have  a  shrewd  suspicion  that 

Mr.  Cooper  recommends  the  young  those  who  accompany  us  are  also  bc- 

men  he  is  addressing  to  strive  for  the  ginning  to  be  fatigued.    We  have  set 

highest  place.    "Your  first  ambition,"  ourselves  the  task  of  going  through 

he  savs,  "  should  be  to  belong  to  the  ^    ^^    ^  ^^^    ,         ^     j           ^ 

enlightened  class    in    the  profession,  ,.,,,, 

who  (to   use   the    words    of   Dugald  wemean  to  accomplish  the  labour;— we 

Stewart)  '  are  distinguished  from  the  beg  for  one  week's  relaxation,  both  for 

half-informed  multitude  who  follow  the  our  own  and  our  kind  readers*  sake, 

medical    trade.'       Endeavour    to    be  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  indebted  to  our  friendg 

courted  by  society,  not  for  your  pro-  ,                   j     ^    j.          i_-  ^      i.-  i_ 

fessional   skill    alone,   but    for   your  ^^^  correspondente  for  a  hint,  which 

learning,  intelligence,  and  general  in-  serves  us  by  way  of  text  for  our  weekly 

formatioI^,  combined  with  strict  moral  essay.    The  following  letter  came  some 

integrity,  and  all  those  delicacies  of  51,^^  Ume  ago  into  our  hands,  and  we 

thought  and  conduct  which  are  essen-  ,         ^         T    •      ^     •*        '^     r 

tial  to  the  character  of  gentlemen."  ^»^^«  ^^  apologise  to  Us  writer  for  not 

Surely  this  is  right,  but  as  we  said,  the  having  sooner  made  the  use  of  it  he 

Fellowship  is  among  the  reserved  seats,  doubtless  intended  we  should :  — 
The  Bill,  and  the  Charter,  which  is  but 

a  rider  on  the  Bill,  do  not  provide  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

Fellows  as  the  representatives  of  the  Sir, 

medical    profession,    but   Licentiates  I  have  just  now  quitted  the  perusal 

in  medicine  and  surgery,  with  a  mini-  of  one  of  the  numbers  of  your  last  vo- 

mum  of  education  ;  more  than  this,  the  lume,  which  contains  a  very  learned 

authors  of  these  measures  have  very  article  "On  the  Army  Surgeon."     I 

obviously    contemplated    leaving    the  most  cordially  agree  with  the  author  of 

community  to  the  care  of.  wholly  un-  that  article,  Dr.  Hull,  that  "some  dis- 

educated  persons— to  the  care  of  che-  tinct  history  is   wanted  of  army  sur- 

mists  and  druggists,  to  say  nothing  of  geons;"    but,   in   connection  with  an 

empirics  and  quacksalvers   of    every  account  of  the  most  distinguished  army 

style  and  denomination.  surgeons,   and  their   contributions  to 

But  we  have  already  far  exceeded  science,  it  were  very  desirable  that  we 

our  limits  in  this  notice  of  a  pamphlet  should  have  a  brief  history  of  the  rise 

of  but  some   thirty-four   pages.      Its  and  progress  of  the  medical  branch  of 
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the  British  anny.    I  lately  observed  a  there  merely  for  his  own  special  ag- 

letter  in  the  Naval  and  Military  Ga-  grandiEcment ;  he  is  bound  to  impart, 

sette,  recommending  a  work  of  this  ,.      ,.  ,      .,.  i.i. 

kind;    and  as    there    are   500    well-  l>y  ♦eachmg  and  wnting,  what  he  meets 

informed  medical  officers  on  full-pay,  ^'»^^  **»»'  ^e  knows  must  be  use- 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  why  it  has  not  ful  and  interesting  to  the  profession  of 
been  undertaken  Ion  j  ago.  It  does  not  medicine  at  large.  All  cannot  have 
appear  thatany  specific  general  code  of  ^^^^  opportunity;  but  all  may  be 
mihtary  hygiene  has  ever  been  promul-  j  .  .  ,  "  »"  "'^j  »^ 
gated  for  the  guidance  of  military  and  ^^^^  ^^  »  signal  measure  to  share  in 
medical  officers  in  the  British  army,  its  advantages. 
Why  are  we  so  far  behind  other  coun-        Our  excellent  friend  Dr.  Marx,  in  his 

1  w '« !l!"  ^^!'  ^  n''  Hf  ^^«e7«.  letter  to  Dr.  Gregory,  the  author  of  the 

that  "the  Director- General  has  done  -     -       ,^  V^,-,..       ,«, 

wonders  to  secure  the  comfort  of  me-  '"-famed  Conspectus  Medicmae  Theo- 

dical  officers,  to  maintain  their  dignity,  reticee,  published  in  this  day's  Gazette, 

to  secure  their  efficiency,  and  to  advance  adverts  well  and  opportunely  to  the  ad- 

their  science."      Wh<^  has  been  the  vantages  of  literary  tastes  and  habits, 

result  of  this  distmgnisned  patronage  ? ■,  T        -u  *  r  *u  xt    1 

In  what  respect,  and  to  what  extlSt,  *"^  «^^^«  ^^^*  «^°^^  ^^  ^^«  ^^^5^  ^"^ 

has    the    science   of    medicine    been  masters  in  our  art  were  men  who  were 

thereby  promoted  P    The  public  have  even  scrupulously  nice  in  their  diction, 

no  means  of  obtaining  information  on  Cuvier  was  an  elegant  scholar,  and  one 

these  subjects  but  through  the  peno-  ^f  xl^  t^„^  «,-:*„•«  ^r  i,:„  «^ ♦«„    «^* 

dical  press.-I  am,  sir.  ^^  '^^  ^^  ^"*^"  °^  ^'^  ^^""^'^y '  y^^ 

Your  obedient  servant.  ^^^  shall  say  that  he  was  not  a  practical 

A  Humble  Inquirer,  man  ?    William  Hunter  says  expressly, 

Peterhead.  jjji^^  considerable  writers  have  for  the 

We  think  we  can  answer  one  or  two  most  part  been  considerable    practi- 

of  the  important  points  in  our  correspon-  tioners  also ;  and  he  was  himself  one  of 

dent's  letter.    Why  we  have  no  history  the  most   brilliant  examples  of  the 

of  our  army  medical  men,  may  probably  finished  scholar  and  man  of  letters  at- 

be  because  biographical  and  historical  taining  to  the  highest  position  as  the 

writing  of  any  kind  is  at  a  discount  in  practical    physician.    Nay.  our   own 

England  at  this  time ;  it  is  at  a  double  persuasion  is,  that  no  man  without  the 

discount  in  connection  with  medicine  habits  of  attention  and  observation  and 

and  medical  men,  seeing  that  literary  arrangement,    which  the    practice  of 

tastes  and  talents,  instead  of  proving  committing  his  thoughts  to  paper  alone 

of  service  to  the  physician  or  surgeon  calls  forth  and   cultivates,  can    ever 

of  Great  Britain,   rather  tend  to  da-  attain  to  anything  more  than  a  merely 

mage  him  in  public  estimation.    This  secondary  place  in  his  profession.    He 

fact  is  greatly  to  be  regretted ;  it  is  may,  by  force  of  family  connection  and 

impossible  to  calculate  the  amount  of  influence,  be  furnished  with  a  brilliant 

good  that  is  not  done,  merely  through  place  as  physician  or  surgeon  to  an 

want  of  the  habit  of  writing,  and  the  hospital ;  he  may,  even,  by  dint  of  what 

indisposition  to  write  which  a  conscious  is  called  tact,  or  as  the  French  have  it, 

want  of  facility  in   the  operation  en-  savoir  faire,  acquire  name  and  fame  as 

genders.    He  who  fills  an  office  in  any  a  practitioner ;  but  his  reputation  does 

of  our  great  establishments  for  the  not  extend  beyond  his  own  circle,  or 

treatment  of  disease,   ought  to  hold  the  city  he  inhabits ;  he  is  no  member 

himself  responsible  to  the  public  and  of  the  republic  of  letters  ;  he  has  never 

his  brethren  for  making  the  utmost  of  imped  the  wing  of  time  with  a  new 

his  opportunities ;  the  physician,  the  feather ;  he  has  probably  done  nothing 

surgeon,   to  a  great  hospital,    is  not  more  during  life  than  feather  his  own 
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nest  somewhat  warmly.    It  frequently  indifferently  informed  man  $   and  the 

hapiiens,  when  the  name  of  such  a  practical  man  may  be,  and  often  is,  the 

man  is  mentioned  to  a  distinguished  core,  the  life,  the  soul  of  the  devoted 

foreigner,  that  the  distinguished   fo-  student. 

reigner  has  never  heard  of  him :  had  With  the  encouragement  of  liberal 

the  distinguished  foreigner  lived    in  acquirement  on  the  part  of  the  Council 

London,  or  wherever  else  the  successful  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  we 

man  was  domiciled,  he  would  not  have  have  better  hopes  of  the  profession, 

been  so  ignorant.    He  who  out  of  the  both  in  reference  to  future  members, 

store  of  ample,  of  unusual,  opportuni-  and  to  present  consideration  with  the 

ties,  contributes  nothing  to  the  common  public  of  men  who  are  really  informed 

stock  of  information,  cannot  be  held  beyond  the  procedure  in  given  circum- 

tp  have  lived  to  purpose,  though  he  stances  that  is  adopted  at  St.  Bartho« 

may  have  founded  a  family  and  made  a  lomew's,  or  St.  George's,  or  the  Borough 

handsome  fortune.  Hospitals,  of  men  who  prefer  reading 

Mr.  Cooper,  in  his  Discourse,  noticed  and  •writing,   and  the  quiet  of  their 

in    this    day's    Gazltte,    speaks    of  study,  to  whist  and  idle  assemblies.  The 

the  accomplishments  which  the  Coun-  time  may  come,  must  come,  is  come,  if 

cil  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  mean  to  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of 

require  in  the  future  candidate  for  its  Surgeons  mean  anything  of  good  by 

Fellowship.    The  object  aimed  at  is  their   enactments,    when    these    men 

evidently  to  get  classical  scholars  for  will  not  be  twitted  with  their  tastes 

surgeons  as  well  as  for  physicians.    We  and   their   accomplishments,    by    the 

are  far,  very  far  fW>m  objecting  to  this ;  so-called  practical  men,  the  gossips  of 

we  shall  be  delighted  to  see  a  larger  in-  the  hospital  board-room,  through  the 

fusion  of  the  litertB  humaniores  into  the  earlier  years  of  their  professional  life; 

minds  of  surgeons.    From  henceforth  by  and  by  the  inefficient  because  ill- 

we  may  trust  that  they  among  them  informed  occupants  of  the  principal 

who  fill  the  principal  places  will  be  offices  in  the  establishment.    With  the 

better  disposed  thap  their  predecessors,  habits  and  talents  which  the  more  liberal 

or  than  they  themselves  have  yet  been,  course  of  study  now  to  be  required  of 

to  estimate  general  information  and  the  student  in  surgery  will  develope, 

learning  in  others.    That  they  will  not,  we  hope  that  our  correspondent,  or 

as  in  times  past  they  have  frequently  another,  his  representative  in  times  to 

done,  check  the  aspirations,  and  even  come,  will  be  furnished  forthwith  with 

injure  the  prospects,  of  men  unfavoured  a  history,  not  only  of  British  military 

by  private  fortune  or  family  influence,  medical  men,  but  of  British  military 

who  are  struggling  manfully  with  ad-  surgery.      That  this   is  still  to  write 

verse  circumstances,  by  cold  words  to  cannot  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Di*' 

the  effect  thnt,  "  they  were  mere  men  of  rector-General  of  the   Army  Mtdical 

letters,"  that  "  they  were  not  practical  Department.    He  has  made  as  much  as 

men,"  and  the  like.    Letters,  it  is  cer-  could  be  made  of  the  materials  with 

tain,  will  not  give  experience ;  ,but  ex-  which  he  has  had  to  work ;  and  seeing 

perience,  we  insist  on  it,  is  most  pow-  that  his  ranks  have  mostly  been  re- 

erfully  and  most  effectually  aided  by  cruited  with  levies  of  raw  youths,  often 

letters.     The  dreamer  may  be   well  little  more  than  18  or  19  years  of  age, 

lodged  in  the  body  of  him  who  is  no  and,  ofcourse,  defectively  educated  both 

student;— the  speculator  in  science  at  generally  and  professionally,   it  is  a 

the  present  day,  indeed,  is  always  the  wonder  that  he  has  been  able  to  do 
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8o  much  as  he  has  unquestionably  ac- 
complished. The  Council  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  in  their  educational 
enactments,  seem  disposed  to  sow  the 
seed  that  will  by  and  by  bring  forth 
such  good  fruit  as  our  correspondent 
requires,  among  much  besides  that  we 
doubt  not  will  be  found  excellent. 
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decisive  protecting  clause,  to  pdnish 
the  unqualified,  and  to  protect  the 
public  from  the  practices  of  untaught 
and  unskilful  pretenders. 

A  petition  in  conformity  with  the 
views  here  declared  was  then  agreed 
upon :  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
keepa  sharp  look  out  upon  Sir  James 
Granam,  to  confer  with  the  county 
members,  &c.,  and  the  meeting  se- 
parated. 


On  Tuesday  last  a  large  meeting  of  the  At  Sheffield  a  numerous  meeting 
general  practitioners  of  Bradford  took  of  the  members  of  the  profession  was 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  held  in  the  Cutler's  Hall  on  the  16th 
r^ew  Medical  Bill :  Mr.  Beaumont  m  inst. :  Dr.  Thompson  in  the  chair, 
the  chair.  "  Hailing  with  satisfaction  Resolutions  well  drawn  and  carefully 
the  introduction  of  a  bill  into  parlia-  worded,  were  adopted,  to  the  effect  that 
ment  for  the  belter  regulation  of  medical  whilst  the  meeting  viewed  with  satis- 
practice,  which  the  meeting  was  of  faction  the  attempt  now  made  to  put 
opinion  contained  provisions  calculated  an  end  to  the  dissensions  unfortunately 
to  raise  the  position  of  the  medical  for  some  time  back  existing  in 
profession,  and  to  secure  a  hij^her  and  medical  government ;  the  endeavour 
more  uniform  standard  of  qualification,  to  connect  so  important  a  branch  of  the 
it  still  maintained  that  the  Apothecarieh'  social  community  of  this  country  as  its 
Act  of  1815,  though  it  contained  much  practitioners  of  medicine  with  the  state ; 
that  is  objectionable  in  principle,  yet  the  registration  of  medical  men,  and 
that  its  unconditional  repeal  would  be  that  clause  of  the  bill  by  which  degrees 
attended  with  evil  to  the  medical  profes-  in  medicine  conferred  without  residence 
sion  and  to  the  public,  by  removing  all  and  without  examination  are  not  re- 
restrictions  on  unaualified  and  ignorant  cognized,  yet  that  in  the  opinion  of  the 
persons  :  having,  however,  experienced  meeting,  certain  provisions  of  the  in- 
the  reluctance  and  also  incapacity  of  tended  bill  were  decidedly  objection- 
the  Worshipful  Company  of  Apothe-  able,  especially  that  which  removed  all 
caries,  to  check  illegal  practitioners,  it  restriction  on  the  practice  of  physic 
is  the  hope  of  this  meeting  that  some  and  surgery. — But  the  sense  of  this 
more  stringent  and  summary  measure  meeting  is  well  shown  in  the  petition 
be  introduced  into  the  bill,  for  the  better  which  tney  agreed  upon,  and  which  is 
protection  of  the  public  as  well  as  the  as  follows : 
profession."  "  That  your  petitioners  witness  with 

A  committee  was  then  formed  for  the  great  satisfaction  the  introduction  of  a 

purpose  of  holding  communication  with  bill  intituled  '  A  Bill  for  the  better  re- 

the  borough  members,  &c.    The  meet-  gulation  of  Medical  Practice  through- 

ing  was  most  harmonious :  all  thereso-  out  the  United  Kingdom,'  which  by  its 

lutions  were  passed  unanimously.  provisions  will,  in  the  humble  opinion 

of  your   petitioners,  conduce    to    the 

At  Chester  on  the  lOth  inst.,  a  dignity  and  interest  of  the  medical  pro- 
meeting  of  the  medical  men  of  that  town  fession  by  connecting  it  with  the  state, 
and  neighbourhood  was  held  at  the  in-  by  favouring  an  efficient  registration  of 
firmary  Dr.  Thackeray  in  the  chair,  all  legally  qualified  members,  and  by 
The  business  of  this  meeting  may  be  not  recognizing  degrees  in  medicine 
summed  up  in  this  single  resolution.  conferred  without  residence  and  with- 

1 . — It  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  out  examination, 

(hat  the  present  state  of  the  medical  .  <*  That  your  petitioners  deeply  regret 

profession     requires     numerous    and  that  the  intended  bill  does  not  anord 

speedy  amendments ;    and  whilst  we  that  protection  from  the  irregular  prac- 

cordiall3^fldmit  that  many  of  the  pro-  tices  of  unlicensed  persons  to  which  all 

posals  made  by  Sir  J.  Graham  would  legally  qualified  practitioners  feel  they 

materially  effect  desirable  and  extensive  are  fully  entitled,  and  humbly  pray  that 

improvements,  still  we  conceive  that  your    Honourable    House    would    be 

there  should  be  appended  to  the  bill  a  pleased  to  enact  some  clause  by  which 
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such  persons  shall  he  more  sammarily  1815,  unless  an  equivalent  protection 

dealt  with,  and  such  practices  effectually  he  suhstituted,  and  an  uniform  elevated 

prevented."  standard  of  professional  education  he 

enforced ;"  nevertheless,  Dr.  Chambers, 
At  a  meeting  of  the  profession  held  at  in  seconding  this  resolution,  was  in- 
Shrewsburt,  resolutions  were  passed  clined  to  view  the  bill  as  a  whole 
expressive  of  satisfaction  that  the  favourably;  the  introduction  of  a  clause 
government  had  at  length  interfered  in  enforcing  a  penalty  for  irregular  and 
the  subject  of  medical  reform;  that  incompetent  practice,  recoverable  by 
whilst  several  of  t^e  provisions  of  the  some  inexpensive  process,  would  bring 
bill  were  hailed  with  satisfaction,  yet  the  measure  as  near  to  perfection  as 
that  it  seems  imperative,  should  the  act  could  be  expected.  Other  speakers 
of  1815  be  repealed,  that  some  other  took  less  favourable  views  of  the  ten- 
enactment  should  be  substituted  for  dency  of  the  bill ;  but  the  whole  meet- 
it,  for  the  protection  of  the  public  ing  appears  to  have  been  conducted  in 
and  the  profession  against  irregular  very  good  taste,  and  with  a  perfectly 
practitioners.  A  petition  to  the  houses  good  understanding.  A  petition  was 
of  parliament  was  then  agreed  on,  and  agreed  on,  in  which,  in  spite  of  the 
arrangements  made  for  deputations  smooth  words  of  Alderman  Partridge 
to  wait  on  the  county  and  borough  and  Dr.  Chambers,  the  bill  for  the 
members.  better  regulation  of  the  medical  pro- 

fession    is    boldly   stated   **  to  be  in- 

At  Colchester,  a  large  meeting  took  adequate  to  such  an  end  **  it  is,  farther, 

place  on  the  15th  inst. :  Alderman  Part*  "  viewed  with  dissatisfaction  and  disap« 

ridge  in  the  chair.    The  worthy  alder-  pointment,  because  while  professing  to 

man  went   further    than  any    whose  protect    the    public    health    and    the 

words  we  have  yet  seen  reported  in  medical    profession,    its    tendency    is 

connection  with  the  bill.    Far  from  believed  to  be  grievously  destructive  of 

fiving  utterance  to  either  doubt  or  both,  since  it  offers  direct  encourage- 
issent,  Alderman  Partridge  expresses  ment  to  empiricism  with  its  enormous 
his  concurencc  generally  with  the  pro-  and  incalculable  evils,  and  tends  to 
visionof  Sir  James's  bill,  which,  indeed,  degrade  the  educated  and  legalized 
as  a  first  attempt  at  legislation,  he  practitioner,  and  to  retard  and  dis- 
i\i\vik.s  apftroachei  very  near  perfection !  courage  medical  science;"  in  fine. 
Many  men,  many  minds :  Sir  ^ames  after  objecting  to  the  repeal  of  the  act 
Graham  must  be  satisfied  of  one  thing  of  1815,  without  some  more  stringent 
at  least  by  this  time,  that  he  will  never  substitute  for  it,  and  to  the  Coun- 
get  the  medical  body  to  be  of  one  cil  of  Health  as  "  exceedingly  de- 
opinion  in  regard  to  any  measure  he  fective  and  objectionable,"  the  peti- 
may  propound.  The  meeting  over  doners  '  pray  respectfully  and  earnestly 
which  the  alderman  presided,  however,  that  the  above  named  bill  may  not  pass 
seemed  to  be  every  thing  but  of  his  into  a  law.' "  —  Here,  then,  are  men 
way  of  thinking :  in  proposing  the  Ist  evidently  of  peaceable  disposition  and 
resolution.  Dr.  Williams  characterized  good  feeling,  blowing  hot  and  cold, 
the  Council  of  Health  fwid  Education  saying*' aye"  in  one  breath,  and*' no"  in 
lis  a  body  "  to  be  invested  with  extra-  another,  and  altogether  shewing  a  want 
vagant  and  irresponsible  authority,"  of  consistency  and  independence  which 
and  as  involving  "  monstrous  inconsis-  weoften  re^tin  our  profession.  We  fear 
tency  in  its  formation ;"  whilst  the  re-  that  there  is  something  at  the  bottom 
solution  itself,  which  was  carried  nem»  of  the  *'  lip  honour"  and  support  of  the 
coH,  contains  these  words :  that  the  one  party,  and  of  the  more  consequent, 
bill,  as  brought  forward  by  Sir  James  and  therefore  powerful  opposition  of 
Graham, "  is  made  inadequate  to  the  pur-  the  other  party,  which  does  not  appear. 
poses  proposed." — It  is  inadequate  to  In  such  a  meetine  as  that  of  Colchester, 
the  purposes  which  Dr.  Williams  and  we  see,  in  fact,  the  spirit  that  dictatetl 
the  Colchester  meeting  propose,  we  the  bill  arranged  on  the  one  side,  and 
make  no  doubt ;  but  we  are  not  so  sure  that  which  now  opposes  it  so  lustily 
of  its  inadequacy  to  effect  the  objects  marshalled  on  the  otner.  The  doctors 
which  its  framers  had  in  view.  may  talk,  and  as  Sam  Slick,  would  say, 
The  second  resolution  most  strongly  use  "  soft  sawder"  to  the  authorities  and 
protests  against  the  repeal  of  thejact  of  their  bill,  to  any  extent  they  please,  but 
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TCtdntimiB  dammitwy  of  all  they  hnd  he  repnblMied  it  in  I7881,  with  a  very 
been  saying,  carried  KtfiR.  ffcm.  too,  tbcy  few  verbal  alterations.  The  qae«tioa 
themselves,  therefore,  gainsaying  all  natarally  arises,  which  of  these  two 
they  had  just  uttered,  present  our  bre-  translations  should  be  taken  as  the 
thren  to  us  in  a  light  which  is  very  fiir  basis  of  the  new  one?  and  probably 
from  favourable,  whether  we  look  on  most  of  our  readers  will  at  once  be  in- 
them  on  the  side  of  intellect  or  of  cha-  clined  to  prefer  the  later,  on  the  pre- 
racter.  sumption  that  a  new  translation  would 
We  have  notices  of  other  meetings  not  have  been  made  if  it  had  not  been 
which  are  purposed,  and  of  which  we  wanted,  and  would  not  have  been  pub- 
shall  speak  in  due  season,  particularly  lished  if  it  had  not  been  better  than 
one  to  be  held  at  Northampton,  and  the  old  one.  Such,  we  confess^  was 
another  at  Chichester,  both  on  the  31  St  at  first  our  own  idea,  but  we  re- 
instant,  member  to  have  learned  at  school  that 
Aj  Sff^cpol  ir»f  ^perrl99S  ffO^^€pai  (Eurip. 

SYDENHAM  SOCIETY.  HippoL  v.  438),  or,  in  plain  English, 

r«x7   v       ^u    «  11     •      r          1         j»  that  "  second  thoughts  are  best :"  and, 

[Wb  have  the  following  from  a  learned  „««^,j;««i„  «.^  u.^„.  e:„^.  e^««  V.^«a^J 

and  esteemed  cotitributor.-Eo.  Gaz.]  f  cordmgly,  we  have  since  seen  reason 

ouu  cTDt^tucu  vvui,iiwui.vi.    A-*/.  vi«*..j  j^  ^ij^y  ^^^  omnion.    Apparently  Drs* 

Our  opinion  of  the  new  Latin  edition  Swan  and  Wallis  aimed  at  bringing 

of  Sydenham  has   been   already  ex-  Sydenham's  Works  up  to  the  standard 

pressed ;  but  as  we  understand  that  the  01  medical  science  in  the  last  century, 

Sydenham  Society  proposes  to  publish  and    also    at    modernising    his    old- 

afsoan  English  translation  of  his  Works,  fashioned  style.     These  two  objects 

perhaps  we  may  be  excused  if  we  vcn-  they  endeavoured  to  effect,  first,   by 

ture  to  give  a  few  hints  on  the  mode  adding  a  quantity  of  **  notes,  corrective 

in  which  we  think  that  this  and  other  and  explanatory,  from  the  most  emi- 

similar  versions  should   be  executed,  nent    medical    writers,    adapting  the 

To  enter  upon  the  subject  of  Transla-  whole  to  the  present  improved  state  of 

tion  generally  would  be  an  interest-  physic ;''  and,  secondly,  by  omitting 

ing,  and  not  wholly  unprofitable  em-  various '  epithets,    proverbial   phrases, 

ployment ;  but  still  we  must  not  allow  and  classical  quotations  and  allusions, 

ourselves  to  forget  that  ours  is  a  medi-  which    were   commonly  used  in  the 

ca/,  and  not  a  pai7o/o^t>ii/ journal,  and  seventeenth  century,   but  had  grown 

therefore  we  must  be  content  to  confine  out  oi  fashion  in  the  eighteenth.    We 

ourselves  to  the  subject  now  before  us.  are  inclined  to  think  that  they  failed 

Our  remarks  will  have  special  reference  in  both  these  attempts.    With  respect 

to  Sydenham ;  but,  as  many  of  them  to  the  scientific  part  of  their  task,  we 

will  apply  equally  to  most  of  the  other  should  very  much  doubt  whether  even 

older  authors,  perhaps   they  may  be  Dr.  Wallis's  "  corrective  and  explana- 

useful  to  some  of  those  gentlemen  who  tory  notes  from  the  most  eminent  me- 

are  thinking  of  translating  their  works  dical  writers"  could  have  succeeded  in 

for  the  Society.     We  had  intended  to  adapting  Sydenham's  Works  to  '*  the 

say  something  on  the  text  that  should  improved  state  of  physic"  in  the  last 

be  used,  the  amount  and  character  of  Quarter  of  the  eighteenth  century.    On 

the  notes  that  should  be  given,  and  tne  literary  and  philological  question 

some  other  similar  matters ;  but  these  we  can  Fpeak  with  still  more  confi- 

we  shall  reserve  for  some  future  occa-  d^nce.    We  forget  at  the  moment  who 

sion  (if  any  should  occur),  and  merely  it  was  that  spoke  of  a  bad  translation 

at  present  offer  some  suggestions  on  as  having   *^dotie  his   author   out  of 

the  styie  and   langiia^e  in  which  we  Latin,  without  having  done  him  info 

think   these   old   writers   should   be  English;"  but  this  expression  seems 

brought  before  the  English  public.  exactly  applicable  to  ttie  labours  of 

Of  Sydenham's  Wow  there  are  two  Drs.  Swan  and  Wallis.    By  means  of 

translations;  one  by  Dr.  Pechey,  which  the  omissions  and  alterations  before 

was  first  published  in    1696,  and  of  noticed,  and  also  by  using  the  common 

which  the  eleventh  edition  appeared  in  literary  words  and  expressions  of  their 

I74O;  and  the   other  by  Dr.   Swan,  age,  they  have  effectually  done  Svden- 

which  first  appeared  in  1742,  reached  ham's  Works  out  of  the  style  and  lan- 

the  fourth  edition  in  1763,   and  was  euage  of  the  century  in  which  he  lived, 

considered  so  good  by  Dr.  Wallis,  that  but   they   have   unavoidably  left   so 
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many  peculiarities  still  remaining,  that  generally  best  performed  in  the  fewest 

they  have  not  been  so  successful  in  wordH. 

doimp  his  writings  into  that  of  their 

own.    So  that  altogether  their  work  is  PHYSICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GUY'S 

a  perfect  anomaly ;  it  is  too  modem  to  HOSPITAL. 

be  read  as  a  work  of  the  seventeenth  t-  Callaway,  Esq.  in  the  Chair. 

century,  and  too  old>msnioned  to  pass  . 

for  one  of  the  eighteenth;  and  there-  On  Saturday  the  19th,  the  second  meeting 

fore  cannot  be  read  with  satisfaction  in  of  the  session  took  place ;   the  President 

either  point  of  view.     If  this  was  the  congratulated  the  society  on  the  numerous 

case  in  the  last  century,  much  more  attendance,  and   apologized  for  the  non- 

would    it  be    so  in  the    present ;  and  appearance  of  Dr.  Ashweil's  paper  as  pro- 

therefore  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  mised  last  meeting.     An  interesting  case  of 

tl»e  translator  should  abandon  the  am-  foreign  body  in  the  throat,  was  read  by  Mr. 

bitious  aim  of  making  Sydenham  write  Cole,  dresser   of  the  hospital.     A  child, 

as  if  he  had  lived  in  the  nineteenth  «g«d  H  years,  whUe  playing  with  a  large 

century  (which,  indeed,  could  only  be  Pi«*  o^  P^""*  "*o»«'  pI*«^  >*  ">  i^f  ^^^^* 

done  by  a  person  of  kindred  mind  with  ■?<*  T'"   suddenly  s^ed  with  the  most 

Sydenham  himself ).  and  content  him-  alarmmg  symptoms  of  asphym.     By  the 

edf  with  presenting  his  work  to  the  l^'?^  °^  *  neighbounng  praftioner  the 

Dublic   as   nearlv  as   oossible    in    the  fc^Jd '^  sent  to  Guy's  Hospital,  which  was 

puuiic   as   nearly  as   possioie    in    me  fortunately  close    to  the  residence  of   iU 

sUte  in  which  Sydenham  would  have  ^^    ^^he  dresser  immediately  passed 

written  it  if  he  had  used   his  native  ^^  fi^^er  over  the  tongue  into  the  larynx, 

language.     If  this    be    admitted,   the  and  felt  the  foreign  body,  but  being  unable 

question    which    we    proposed    above  to  dislodge  it  by  this  means,  he  directed  the 

suggests    at     once    its    own    answer,  child  to  be  held  up  by  its  heels,  and  in  this 

Pechey's  translation  was  ))ubli8hed  so  mode,  with  the  aid  of  a  probe  passed  by  the 

soon  after  Sydenham's  death,  that  it  side  of  the  finger,  he  succeeded  in  removing 

may  be  considered  as  a  contemporary  it.    The  child  was  now  taken  by  two  assis- 

work  ;    and    thoueh    he    occasionally  tants,  who  practised  artificial  respiration  by 

takes  more  liberties  with    his  author  compressing  the  ribs,  and  eventually  restored 

than  we  hope  the  new  translator  will  the  natural  breathing ;  the  child  has  since 

allow  himself,  yet  the  omissions  and  done  well. 

alterations  are  of  a  different  kind  from  ^  discussion  ensued,  in  which  several 

those  which   we   find   in    Swan    and  cases  of  foreign  bodies  entering  the  larynx, 

Wallis,  and  are  apparently  rather  the  "^^  ^«»°8    subsequently   expelled  by   the 

result  of  carelessness  than  design.    We  '»»^"':**    ^"T' ^!''  ^  lu""   ^P^*?*'^."  **^ 

think,  then,  that  Pechey's  translation  ^P^"?"**  i^,!,  '^fv.Z^^L'''!!!2^^.'  nl 

(however  quaint  and  ollfashioned  it  Pro;3y'b?\n=^^^^^^^      o^^^Sher 

may  appear  to  those  who  are  not  fanii-  ^,„   /^^J^  ^^   ^^^^^^  to  by   different 

bar  with  the  style  of  the  writers  of  the  speakers,  one  in  particular  by  Dr.  Bossy, 

seventeenth  century)  should  be  taken  ^here  an  ear  of  hordeum  pratenses  was 

as  the  basis  of  the  new  one,  or  rather  accidentally  drawn  in  by  a  child  between  3 

that  the  new  one  should  be  merely  a  and  4  years  of  age,  and  subsequently  ejected 

revision  of  the  old ;  and  if  this  be  done  impacted   in    mucus.      It  was  somewhat 

carefully,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  curious,  he  observed,  that  the  father  of  this 
the  editor  will  find  that  the  labour  of    child,  a  nobleman,  became  the  victim  of 

revision  will  not  be  much  less   than  phthisis   from    accidentally   swallowing   a 

would  have  been  that  of  executing  an  single  grain  of  barley,  which  was  found  on 

entirely  new  translation  of  his  own.  inspection  after  death  within  the  pulmonary 

We  had  thought  of  confining  our-  excavation.     The  length  of  time  that  re- 

selves  to  the  style  of  the  text,  but  we  "Piration  could   be   suspended  in  cases  of 

must  be  allowed  to  add  the  following  fubinersion  in  the  adult,  and  of  the  foetus, 

remarkaaashortcorollaryto  what  we  "»  foothng  births,  andafter  the  death  of  the 

i^..^  o.;^  .K^»^  *x,.  «K«  rr,»;i;»»  ^r  *u^  mother,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  prospect  of 

have  said  above  on  the  fuUhty  of  the  ^^^^  .^  ^  ^j^hs,  and  how  long  after 

attempt  to  bring  Sydenham's  writings  ^y^^  J^^^^,^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^        ^l      ^^ 

up  to  the  stendard  of  modern  science ;  ^^     ^^  ^hUd  by  the  Cesarean  operitton, 

whence  it  follows  that  the  notes,  m-  „  ^^u  „  ^hc  best  modes  of  treatment  in 

stead  of  attempting  to  correct  errors  of  cases  of  threatened  asphyxia,  were  simulta- 

the  text,  or  to  supply  its  deficiencies,  neously  and  rather  actively  discussed  till  the 

should    be    simplv    explanatory    and  hour  of  adjournment   arrived,  when    the 

illustrative-^a  task  which  we  think  is  thanks  of  the  society  were  voted  to  the 
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juthor,  and  a  paper  on  Hooping  Congh  by  the  sale  of  opinm  and  arsenic  with  that  of 

Mr.  Streeter  was  announced  from  the  Chair  sugar  and  starch,  may  do  so,  the  law  assum. 

for  that  day  fortnight.  ing  that  every  one  is  capable  of  protecting 

ZIIZZT77ZZZ     rn himself !     Mr,  Taylor,  in  his  able  report  on 

CHEMISTS  AND  DRUGGISTS.  Toxicology,  sUtes  that  more  tjian  a  hundred 
_  ^-  ^-.,  TT^,^  ..  ^*^"  *"  yearly  sacrificed  in  England  and 
To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  Wales,  by  the  unrestricted  manner  in  which 
Sir,  arsenic  is  sold.  Surely  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
I  PBRCBi  vs  that  at-  many  of  the  meetings  legislature  to  protect  individuals  against  those 
held  for  the  purpose  of  considering  Sir  James  accidents  which  are  liable  to  occur  through 
Graham's  Medical  Bill,  the  Apothecaries'  the  ignorance  or  criminal  neglect  of  others. 
Company  have  been  lauded,  and  I  must  This  question,  which  so  deeply  concerns  the 
allow  deservedly,  for  raising  up  a  highly  public  at  large,  fails  to  excite  that  continued 
qualified  body  of  medical  practitioners — a  attention  which  it  ought  to  do,  because  it 
duty  which  appertained  more  properly  to  the  generally  comes  before  them  in  single  in- 
higher  bodies  in  the  profession,  viz.  the  two  stances,  when  the  coroner's  inquisition,  or  a 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  but  ^^^  for  manslaughter,  takes  place.  It 
which  was  most  egregiously  neglected  by  therefore  becomes  the  duty  of  the  medical 
them.  At  the  same  time  that  we  are  bound  profession,  who  are  perfectly  acquainted  with 
in  honour  to  acknowledge  that  to  them  is  ^be  magnitude  of  the  evil,  to  press  upon  the 
owing  the  increased  acquirements  and  effi-  attention  of  the  legislature  the  immediate ne- 
ciency  of  the  general  practitioner ^  it  will  be  cessity  for  an  effectual  protection  against  this 
impossible  to  deny  that  they  have  entirely  sacrifice  of  life. 

forgotten  and  neglected  the  duty  actually  Though  the  chemist  and  druggist  is  at 

devolved  upon  them  by  the  Act  of  1815,  by  present  out  of  the  pale  of  the  profession, 

the  legislature,  viz.  that  of  providing  apO'  and  however  much  we  may  be  disposed  to 

thecariea,  whose  duty  was,  as  specified  in  look  down  upon  his  position,  it  is  impossible 

that  Act,  the  careful  and  accurate  dispensing  to    deny  his   connection  with  the   present 

of  physicians'  prescriptions  with  pure  and  practice  of  medicine,  and  that  to  a  very  im- 

unadulterated  drugs,  &c.     Now  the  slightest  portant  extent.     What  avails  the  beautiful 

inquiry  will  shew,   that  the  great  bulk  of  i^^a  in  the  mind  of  the  sculptor,  if  he  can- 

their  licentiates  utterly  repudiate  the  idea  of  v^ot  obtain  the  block  of  marble  to  embody  it  ? 

dispensing  a  prescription  for  any  one  whom  Believing  the  present  to  be  a  favourable  op- 

they  are  not  attending  in  the  capacity  of  a  portuntty  for  the  consolidating  and  arrang- 

general  practitioner.     And  as  respects  dis-  log  of  all  medical  questions,  I  am  induced  to 

pensicg  assistants,  to  secure  whose  efficiency  solicit  your  attention,  and  that  of  your  nu- 

County  Boards  of  Examiners  were  provided  merous  readers,  to  a  Branch  of  the  subject 

by  clause  18,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  which,  I  regret  to  think,  too  many  consider 

the  boy  who  commences  by  carrying  out  the  unworthy  their  consideration,  but  which,  if 

medicines  being  gradually  advanced  to  the  left  to  itself,  vrill  be  a  source  of  discord  to 

important  pott  of  compounder  of  prer crip-  ^e  profession,  and  of  injury  to  the  public, 

tions,    where  he  continues  till  he  is  old  I  am,  sir, 

enough  to  be  his  own  master,  when  he  com-  Your  obedient  servant, 

mences  business  for  himself  as  one  of  that  Gborob  Soclby. 

favoured    body   so  specially  protected   by        Dover,  Oct.  7, 1S44. 

clause  28,  viz.  chemists  and  druggists,  to  o^-w/^Twrnv                     n«^r  «T^n 

whom  the  major  part  of  prescript^^s  must  ^^.^  S^^sTmoTrpKI L  MFm^ 

unavoidably  be  sent.      Under  these  circum-  ^  a  »  Vt^ w         t  /Si S^S    °'  ^^HI" 

stances,  I,  for  one,  cannot  but  feel,  that  un-  S^J-jJii?^  '"^  LONDON  and  its  VI- 

less  the  Apothecaries'  Company  are  pre-  *^lWili. 

pared  not  only  to  resume  their  original  duty,  -^  balf-t early  general  Court  of  this  use- 
but  also  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  addi-  'ul  and  excellent  Society  is  advertised  to  be 
tional  power,  enabling  them  entirely  to  con-  beld  next  Wednesday  evening,  in  the  Gray's 
trol  the  compounding  and  retail  sale  of  drugs  ^^^  Coffee  House,  Holbom. 
and  chemicals,  the  Act  of  1815  ought  to  be  '^^  ^^^  President,  recommended  by  the 
repealed,  and  some  other  body  be  appointed  Court  of  Directors,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
by  the  legislature  for  that  object.  Sir  Henry  Halford,  is  Sir  Charles  M.  Clarke; 
The  judicious  prescription  of  the  physi-  ^^^^  doubtless,  Dr.  Latham  will  be  chosen 
cian,  surgeon,  or  genersl  practitioner,  will  ^o  fill  the  office  of  Vice-President,  which  will 
avail  little,  if  pure  and  unadulterated  articles  ^bus  be  vacated.  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Mincing 
are  not  used  in  the  composition  of  it ;  and.  Lane,  has  expressed  his  readiness  to  under- 
whilst  any  one  may  engage  in  the  business  ^^^  ^be  office  of  acting  Treasurer,  in  place 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  there  is  no  gua-  of  Mr.  Bacot,  who  retires,  after  having  for 
nintee  that  such,  and  such  only,  will  be  used.  ^^^1  years  ably  discharged  the  duties  of 

As  regards  the  tale  of  drugs,  why  it  is  noto-     *bat  important  trust. 

nous  that  any  one  who  chooses  to  combine  Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LBCTURBS  much  ftanding  in  one  porition,  or  to  the 

ON  TH  B  effect  of  carrjiDg  heayy  hardens.   That  in  the 

NATURE     AND     TREATMENT     OF  SS^nn^p^"^;"  l^^S^ 

DEFORM ITI ES,  fiUling  on  ita  inner  ride  and  I  jing  in  an  ohliqne 

'   JDelivertd  at  ihe  Bloonubury  Square  lateral  porition  in  the  articular  cavity ;  the 

InatitutUm,  outer  articular  surface  prearing  on  the  ar- 

or  K.  w.  lAMPLiN,  r.K.l..S>.l&.  ^^  ^^^  corresponding  articular  surface  of  the 

Surgeon  to  the  Institution.  tibia,  and  to  this  I  attribute  the  pain  ex- 

-~—  perienced  by  the  patient  in  walking :  that  at 

«.«>.^««,«u«  ««•  ..Ar,n»a^A*/,»a  timcs  thc  paticut  would  almost  appear  to 

T&IATMBNT  OF  TALIPB8  YALOtrS.  -        .    ..  ^    *_ »      ...    .,      .  i  i*^..i    ^ 

touch  the  ground  with  the  inner  ankle ;  that 

Gbktlhcbn, — ^At  our  last  meeting  I  pointed  at  all  times  great  lameness  and  difficulty  in 

out  to  you  the  character  of  talipes  valgus ;  walking  are  the  result,  and  that  occarionally 

Uiat    it  was    both    congenital    and    non-  those  suffering  from  this  deformity  had  been 

congenital ;  that  it  consisted  in  a  rinking  of  obliged  to  absndon  their  ordinary  occupation. 

the  bones  forming  the  arch  of  the  foot,  from  That  the  muscles  generally  found  contracted 

a   yielding  of   the  ligaments  and   of   the  were  the  peroneii  and  extensor  communis  di- 

plantar  ftsda,  together  with  the  muscles  of  gitorum,|theperoneuslongusetbreTior  evert- 

the  sole.    That  both  the  longitudinal  and  ing  the  foot ;  the  peroneus  tertius  and  ex- 

tnnsTerae  arches  were  gone,   and  that  a  tensor  communis   raising  the  outer    edge 

perfectly  flat  porition  of  the  bones  of  the  thereof.    That  the  meth(^  I  had  adopted  of 

tarsus  was  the  result,  combined  with  an  dividing  the  peroneus  longus  and  brevis  con- 

eversion  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  foot ;  sisted    in    passing    a    sharp-pointed    knife 

this  effect  arising  from  the  greater  amount  of  between  the  tendons  and  the  bone,  with  the 

muscular  power  being  in  the  middle  and  flat  suHkce  of  the  knife  to  the  tendons ;  after- 

outride  of  the  foot.  That  the  internal  lateral  wards  turning  the  knife  half  round,  depressing 

ligament  is  elongated,  as  well  as  the  calcaneo-  the  handle,  and  with  the  sharp  edge  towards 

scaphoid  ligament.  That  the  muscles  in  their  the  tendons  dividing  them.    That  in  dividing 

action  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  mal-  the  common  extensor  youwould  pass  the  knife 

porition,  in  consequence  of  the  firmness  of  on  the  inner  side  beneath  the  whole  at  the 

the  fulcrum  upon  which  they  act  being  to  same  time,  and  divide  them  by  one  operation, 

a  great  extent  destroyed  ;  that  this  applies  to  That  after  the  punctures  were  healed  you 

the  muscles  in  the  sole  of  the  foot,  as  well  as  would  commence  the  extenrion  and  adduc- 

to  those  passing  over  and  through  it ;  that  it  tion,  which  being  accomplished  you  would 

was  unaccompanied  with  paralysis,  and  ap-  proceed  with  the  flexion ;  and  as  soon  as  the 

peered  to  me  to  originate  primarily  in  the  foot  was  brought  into  position  the  arch  of 

yielding  of  the  pasrive  connecting  media  be-  the  foot  should  be  supported  with  a  cork 

tween  tibe  tarsus  and  metatarsus.    That  in  the  sole  with  a  support  reaching  from  below  the 

congenital  cases,  I  regarded  it  as  the  result  of  knee.    That  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 

porition  maintained  during  the   embryotic  maintain  the  position  uninterruptedly,  night 

existence  up  to  the  period  of  birth.    That  and  day,  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  until 

Bon>congenital cases  are  met  within  persons  the  foot  could  support  the  weight  of  the 

of  all  ages,  and  that  a  general  weakened  con-  body  without  a  return  to  the  malporition  nn- 

stitutional  condition  is  a  predisposing  cause ;  aided  by  any  artificial  support.    That  if  the 

although  tiie  deformity  was  often  attributed  to  patient  be  allowed  to  use  his  foot  previously 

883.— XXXV.  K 
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to  attaioiDg  this,  a  return  of  the  defonnity    also  more  or  less  displacement  of  the  bones 
wonld  be  the  ineritable  result.     I  then  drew     themselves,  and  more  or  less  alteration  of  the 
yonr  attention  to  the  two  kinds  of  deformities    ligaments,  they  being  either  contracted  or 
which   were  considered   as  a  compound  of    elongated.     In  some  ca^es  of  talipes  equinus, 
those  previously  described,  namely,  that  of    however,  you  have  very  little  displacement 
contraction    of    the   gastrocnemius   muscle    of  the  relative  position  of  the  bones,  and  it 
combined  with  either  eversion  or  inversion  of    is  a  circumstance  worthy  of  notice,  that  in 
the  foot,  and  which  I  designated  by  the  re-    these  two  deformities,  the  one  being  directly 
■pertive  terms  of  talipes  equino-varus,  and    the  reverse  of  the  other,  that  they  should 
talipes  equino-valgus.     That  I  considered  it    correspond    in   this   particular — viz.   being 
an   unnecessary    multiplication    of   names,    each  an  extreme  of  a  natural  position,  unac- 
especially  as  regards   talipes  equino-varus,    companied  with  any  other  derangement  in 
as  both  in  varus  and  talipes  equino  varus  the    the  bones,  &c. ;  the  one  being  the  greatest 
causes  are  the  same — the  muscles  contracted    amount  of  extension  of  the  ankle-joint,  t.  e. 
the  same,  the  treatment  the  same,  differing    in  its  complete  form  ;  the  other  the  greatest 
only  in   degree.     That    in  talipes    equino    amount  of  flexion.     There  is,  however,  this 
valgus  there  is,  however,  a  contraction  of    important  difference,  viz.  in  talipes  equinus 
the  gastrocnemins  which  I  did  not  consider    you  most  frequently  find  paralysis  co-existing 
to  exist  in  trun  valgus,  although  at  timea  in    and  originating  from  various  causes,   both 
more  severe  cases  there  has  appeared  to  be,     local  and  general.     But  in  talipes  calcaneus 
and  in  one  instance  was,  a  contraction  of  that    we  have  but  one  cause,  and  that  one  arising 
muscle.     That  the  two  deformities  differed    during  uterine  existence,   it  being  a  con- 
in  their  cause :  the  one  arising  from  debility    genital  deformity.     It  consists,  then,  in  the 
without  any  functional  derangement  in  the    more  or  less  complete  flexion  of  the  foot,  un- 
mnscles,   or  nerves  supplying  them  ;    the    accompanied  with  paralysis  or  loss  of  power 
other  arising  from  irritation  of  the  brain  or    in  the  gastrocnemius  ;  but  the  anterior  tibial 
spinal  cord,  thereby  causing  paralysis  of  the     muscle    is  contracted,   together    with    the 
anterior  tibial  muscle,  and  that  these  causes    extensor  poUicis  longus,  the  extensor  com- 
were  generally  found   to  be  the  origin  of    munis  and  peroneus  tertius ;   in  fact,   the 
these  species  of  deformities.     That  the  same    whole  of  the  muscles  whose  tendons  pass 
treatment  was  to  be  adopted  in  both  in-     over  the  anterior  surface  of  the  ankle-joint ; 
stances,    but    that  in  those    cases    where    and  owing  to  the  integrity  of  the  functions 
paralysis  still  existed,  recourse  must  be  had    of  the  gastrocnemius  and  the  muscles  situated 
to   continued  mechaniral  support,  both  to    behind  the  joint,  you  have  none,  or  scarcely 
sustain  the  arch  of  the  foot,  and  also  to  pre-    any,  deviation  to  either  side,   the  patient 
vent  a  reoontraction  of  the  muscles,  but  that    wdking  on  the  posterior  extremity  of  the  os 
after  the  ligaments  had  regained  sufficient    calcis.     I  have  never  yet  met  with  the  defer- 
strength  to  support  the  weight  of  the  body    mity  in  the  adult,    the    cases   presenting 
unassisted,  that  the  patient  might  be  allowed    themselves    being    in    inftints   and    young 
to  wear  a  common  boot  or  shoe  after  the    children,  and  it  is  perhaps  the  most  rare 
active  duties  of  the  day  were  over,  and  gave    deformity  met  with,  at  least  we  have  hitherto 
you  an  iLstance  of  this  occurring  in  a  patient    found  it  so.     You  will  generally  be  enabled 
in  whom  the  greatest  laxity  of  ligaments  sind    to  bring  the  foot  by  the  hand  to  a  right 
the  most  extensive  of  motion  existed ;  yet  by    angle,  and  occasionally  below  it,  but  on  ra- 
retaining  the  foot  in  position   for  twelve    moving  the  hand  the   contraction  of  the 
months,  the  ligaments  had  recovered  them-    muscles  immediately  draws  the  foot  up  again , 
selves  sufficiently  to  enable  the  patient  to    and  maintains  it  so.     There  is  no  want  of 
adopt  the  course  mentioned,  that  of  leaving    muscular  development  in  infants,  although 
off  the  support  in  the  after  part  of  the  day.     this  must  undoubtedly  occur  if  the  defor- 
We  come  now  to  consider  another  species    mity  be  allowed  to  continue.     I  imagine  that 
of  deformity  or  distortion  of  the  foot  (viz.)    cases  which  have  not  been  treated  in  early 
talipes  calcaneus,  so  named  from  flie  pos-     life  have  been  subsequently   relieved  to  a 
tenor  extremity  of  the  os  calcis  pressing    great  extent  by  the  effects  of  the  weight  of 
npon  the  ground  in  walking,  the  foot  being    the  body  in  walking,  pressing  up  the  heel 
kept  in  the  flexed  position  unaccompanied    and  keeping  the  foot  at  right  angles,  and  the 
with  lateral  distortion,  or  at  least  so  slight  as    gastrocnemius  retaining  its  functions  would 
not  to  be  considered  as  such.     In  talipes    assist  during  the  efforts  of  walking ;  at  least, 
calcaneus,  then,  you  have  little  or  no  mal-    this  is  the  only  reason  I  can  assign  for  not 
position  of  the  bones,  the  deformity  being    having  seen  this  deformity  in  the  adult.     It 
rather  an  extreme  amount  and  permanent    is  unquestionably  the  most  simple  distortion 
condition  of  one  of  the  natural  motions  or    to  treat,  at  least  by  operation,  which  I  should 
positions  of  the  foot,   and  this  being  the    always  recommend  you  to  adopt,  being  com- 
flexed  position.     In  those  cases  I  have  enu-     paratively  painless,  and  after  the  division  of 
merated,  you  have,  it  is  true,  the  extreme  in-    the  tendons  most  easily  brought  into  an  ex- 
ftanoe  of  the  natural  position,  but  you  have    tfloded  position.    The  plan  I  have  adopted 
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}l  UUp<a  alcineiu,  Ukcn  from  the  cut  of  m  child  fln  «Mk(*U. 
Fjo.  2. 


n«  aboTC  ifter  flT0  week!  of  tratmentj  which  rannlB,  ud  penmeui  tutliu ;  afterwrnrdi  OK' 

cDnililcd  in  the  diiiiion  of  the  (nttriar  Cibid  tending  Ihe  f^  by  mtua  of  the  spHnti  bhd- 

■nd  eilouar  propriog  pollicis,  eileaur  com-  tioned. 

ii  tbe  following ':  to  put  in  k  imill  sharp-  i  hole  cat  in  it  to  pmmt  presniTe  oa  Ota 

pointed  knife  on  the  inner  lide  of  tbe  ei-  beel,  and  tbn  whole  being  well  piidded  inil 

teiuor  eotDmnnia,  beceelh  the  teodoas  of  that  Eecured  throughout  its  full  extent,  above  the 

mnacle,  andslso  that  of  the  peroncattertius,  ankle-joint,    by    mean ■  of   atrapping,    flnt 

tad  to  divide  them  ;  then  to  introduce  the  bandaging  or  supporting  the  foot  hj  meaaa 

knife  on  the  outside  of  tbe  anterior  tibial  and  of  adhesiTe  platter.       You   theo  hare    full 

exteosor  poUicis  tendons    (which   you  will  power  to  extend  thefoot,  withoutfearofdii- 

flnd  raised  froni  the  joint)  )  pass  it  inwardly  placement  of  the  ipltnt ;  bf  pasting  a  strip 

(as  it  regards  tbe  leg)  beneath  them,  tarn  or  strips  of  adbeuTOplaster  OTer  theauledor 

tbesbarpedgeafthekDife  to  tbe  tendons,  and  portion  of  the  foot  and  psaiiag  it  roand  the 

dnide  tbem  ;  70a  will  then  aroid  the  risk  of  extremityofthes  plint :  in  this  way.  by  keep- 

pnndniing  tbe  anterior  tibial  artery,  which,  jug  ap  the  eitensjon  daily,  which  ii  dona 

attboDgh  it  might   be    compressed   easily,  with  the  greatit  possible  facility,  yon  will 

bad  better  be  avoided  :  at  tbe  end  of  three  or  in  a  very  short  time,  and  withont  much,  if 

four  days  apply  ■  straight  splint  from  below  any  pain,  bring  the  foot  to  ita  full  aitended  ' 

tiie  knee  to  aboot  the  length  of  tbe  foot  position  ;  after  you  bsve  done  so,  it  ll  M 

below  the  extmnity  of  the  os  calcis,  luTing  well  to  keep  it  in  Uiis  position  br  ■  fbw  day^ 
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when  I  would  recommend  yon  to  remove  the 
splint  and  allow  the  mother  to  apply  the 
bandage  over  the  splint  night  and  morning, 
giving  the  child  an  opportunity  to  exercise 
the  foot  for  an  honr  or  more  each  time,  and 
when  the  tendency  to  contraction  is  gone, 
leave  off  the  splint  altogether  during  the  day, 
and  allow  the  child  to  wear  a  boot  well  fitted, 
so  that  the  support  may  be  uniform  to  the 
foot  and  ankle.  There  is  nothing  more 
simple  or  more  easily  accomplished  than  the 
cure  of  this  species  of  ddbrmity,  in  the 
whole  range  of  orthopoedic  treatment. 

I  have  extended  the  foot  in  this  way  vntb- 
out  operating,  but  after  the  removal  of  the 
splint  for  any  length  of  time  the  contraction 
has  returned,  which  I  have  not  found  to  be 
the  case  after  section  of  the  tendons  with  or- 
dinary care. 

You  will  perceive  that  I  have  a  g^reat  pre- 
ference for  tenotomy  in  all  cases  where  con- 
traction exists,  whether  in  infants  at  the 
earliest  age  or  late  in  life ;  and  the  preference 
arises — 1st,  from  the  fiicQity  with  which  it  is 
accomplished ;  2dly,  because  it  incurs  com- 
paratively no  risk,  and  scarcely  any  inconve- 
nience; 3dly,   because  you  at  once  over- 
come the  principal  resistance,   and  render 
the  after-treatment  painless  to  the  patient, 
and  comparatively  easy  to  the  attendant,  in- 
dependently of  which,  the  child  is  not  sub- 
jected to  such  constant  confinement  of  the 
limb,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  when 
yon  do  not  have  recourse  to  an  operation ; 
and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  very 
confinement  necessary  to  keep  up  constant 
stretching  on  the  contracted  muscles,  at  the 
same  time    renders  those    not  contracted 
passive,  and  thus  no  opportunity  is  giren  for 
development,  which  alone  can  take  place  by 
exercise ;  whereas,  after  you  have  overcome 
the  resistance  by  means  of  the  operation 
(whidi  is  shortly  accomplished  in  infants), 
you  can  allow  exercise  to  be  taken  for  a 
certain  time  during  the  day,  and  this,  even 
in  infiuits,  mutt  have  a  most  beneficial  in- 
fluence ;  for  although  the  child  cannot  walk, 
yet  the  will  is  as  active,  and  the  various  mo- 
tions of  the  extremities  are  as  numerous  and 
frequent,   or  even  more  so,  than  at  any 
period  in  after  life.     This  exercise  is  of 
the    greatest    possible   importance   to   the 
development  of  the  infantile  muscles.      I 
operated  on  an  infant  about  four  months 
since  for  the  deformity  last  mentioned  ;  and 
within  a  montl)  from  the  time  of  the  opera- 
tion the  splint  was  omitted  during  the  whole 
of  the  day,  and  the  child  exercised  the  va- 
rious motions  of  the  joint  with  its  natuial 
facility ;  and  from  that  time  to  the  present 
no  trace  of  reoontraction  has  shewn  itself; 
whereas,  had.not  the  tendon  been  divided, 
the  foot  must  have  been  fixed  perhaps  for 
months,  and  the  muscles  of  the  limb  below 
the  knee  kept  very  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  in 


a  passive  condition  ;  for  although  the  child 
would  instinctively  direct  its  efforts  to  escape 
from  the  confined  position,  yet  the  motion 
must  of  necessity  be  so  limited,  that  little  or 
no  beneficial  effect  could  be  anticipated  as 
regards  muscular  development. 

I  must  now  draw  your  attention  to  ano- 
ther species  of  deformity  of  the  foot.  It  is 
a  compound  of  talipes  calcaneus  and  talipes 
valgus,  and  is  called  talipes  calcaneo  valgus ; 

Fio.  3. 


An  illustration  of  talipes  calcaneo  valfras,  in 
which  may  be  observed  the  absence  of  the  pro- 
jection of  the  08  calcis.  and  the  great  increase 
ofthe  longitudinal  arch,  with  the  approxima- 
tion of  the  little  toe  to  the  outer  side  of  the  oe 
calcis. 

and  although  its  name  is  derived  from  the 
above-mentioned  variety,  and  that  it  is  in 
some  respects  analogous  to  them,  yet  I  shall 
endeavour  to  shew  yon  that  it  is  totally  dif- 
ferent as  to  its  cause  and  in  its  results.  By 
talipes  calcaneo  valgus,  then,  you  will  under- 
stand, 1st,  a  falling  of  the  posterior  extremity 
ofthe oscalcis(videfig.3);  2dly,anever8ionof 
the  whole  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  foot. 
TTie  posterior  extremity  of  the  os  calcis  be- 
ing approximated  to  the  anterior  and  infe- 
rior portion  of  the  foot ;  the  length  of  the 
foot  being  diminished  more  or  less,  accord- 
ing to  the  time  the  patient  has  been  afllicted 
with  the  deformity,  and  its  severity:  yon 
have,  then,  the  longitudinal  arch  of  the  foot 
increased,— ^he  ligaments  on  the  dorsum 
being  more  or  less  stretched  and  elongated, 
those  of  the  sole,  and  the  whole  of  the  tis- 
sues, muscular  and  tendinous,  contracted. 
It  is  non-congenital,  and  owes  its  origin  to 
cerebral  or  spinal  irritation,  or  disease  pro- 
ducing paralysis,  either  of  the  gastrocnemius 
alone,  or  of  the  entire  limb ;  upon  recovery 
from  which  the  gastrocnemius  will  be  found 
very  generally  perfectly  paralysed;  and  if 
you  will  direct  your  attention  to  this  point, 
you  will  perceive  at  once  the  mode  by  which 
this  deformity  is  caused.  The  os  calcis,  as 
you  are  aware,  has  inserted  on  its  tubercle 
the  gastrocnemius  and  plantaris  muscles,  by 
whidi  its  position  is  maintained,  and  by 
those  muscles  alone.  If,  then,  this  muscle 
loses  its  power,  of  course  the  os  calcis  can 
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no  longer  maintain  its  position.  It  has  also 
the  strongest  ligament  of  the  sole, — the 
plantar  fascie  and  muscles  attached  on  its 
anterior  inferior  surface ;  so  that  these  mus- 
cles and  ligaments,  losing  the  firm  fulcrum 
upon  which  they  act,  the  one  contracts  pas- 
sively from  its  position ;  the  other,  by  their 
natural  healthy  action,  have  a  constant  ten- 
dency to  draw  down  the  posterior  extremity 
of  the  08  calcia,  whilst  the  anterior  tibial, 
together  with  the  common  extensor  and  ex- 
tensor poUices,  having  no  opposing  power, 
draw  up  the  foot  altogether,  the  peroneii 
everting  it ;  and  thus  the  patient  is  thrown 
almost  entirely  on  the  posterior  extremity  of 
the  OS  calcis  and  inner  ankle,  from  the 
increased  length  occasioned  by  the  constant 

Fio.  4. 


stretching  of  the  internal  lateral  ligament ; 
and  you  will  find  the  foot,  as  in  other  in- 
stances mentioned,  especially  of  talipes 
equino-valgus,  only  mndi  more  severe,  with 
an  extreme  amount  of  lateral  motion,  and 
constant  weakness  and  instability  of  the  ar- 
ticulation. It  is  frequently  combined  with 
paralysis  of  the  whole  limb,  the  contracted 
muscles  excepted,  and,  of  course,  atrophy  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent  in  all  instances.  In 
some  cases  you  will  find  the  gastrocnemius 
has,  to  a  limited  extent,  recovered  its  power 
of  motion,  and  no  concomitant  paralysis; 
but  this  is  the  exception,  and  of  very  rare 
occurrence.  I  have,  however,  met  with  it 
in  a  few  instances.  There  is  also  the  same 
reduced  condition  of  the  natural  tone,  and 

Fig.  5. 


An  illostration  of  talipes  calcaneo  valgus,  in 
which  the  Kastrocnemins  had  recovered  itself, 
occiurring  when  the  patient  was  two  and  a 
half  years  old,  without  any  previous  illness. 
The  child  was  put  to  bed  in  apparently  perfect 
health,  and  when  taken  up  in  tne  morning  was 
found  to  have  lost  the  use  of  both  lower  ex- 
tremities, which  continued  for  three  or  four 
days,  when  the  opposite  extremity  recovered 
its  lost  power.  Tiie  \eg  represented  in  fig.  4 
did  not  recover  motion  lor  three  weeks ;  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  however,  the  child  could  again 
walk,  but  with  considerable  lameness,  which 
continued  to  the  time  of  my  seeing  her,  al- 

liability  from  slight  causes  to  wounds  or 
chilblains,  the  limb  being  incapable  of  main- 
taining its  proper  temperature,  even  during 
the  summer  months ;  in  fact,  you  have  the 
usual  concomitants  of  a  paralytic  limb.  The 
inconvenience  occasioned  by  it  is  very  great, 
as  the  patient  possesses  scarcely  so  useful  a 
limb  as  a  wooden  1^  would  afford,  as  with 


though  the  usnal  means,  viz.  embrocations, 
friction,  &c.  had  been  freely  used.  • 

The  tendons  of  the  extensor  communis,  pe- 
roneus  tertius,  brevis,  and  longus  muscles, 
were  divided,  and  extension  and  adduction 
maintained  by  means  of  Scarpa's  shoe  for 
ten  weeks,  when  the  foot  was  restored  to  its 
natural  form  and  position,  as  represented  in 
tg.  5,  and  the  patient  could  flex  and  extend 
it  at  will,  without  any  lateral  deviation.  She 
wears,  however,  a  boot,  with  an  uprirht  sup- 
port attached,  to  prevent  a  return  of  the  de- 
formity, while  the  liramenta  are  gsining 
strength  in  their  normafposition. 

the  wooden  one  he  would  at  least  possess 
firmness,  whilst  with  this  deformity,  un- 
aided by  artificial  support,  he  has  none 
whatever.  The  weakness  and  pain  expe- 
rienced in  walking,  from  the  relaxed  condi- 
tion of  the  ligaments  in  severe  cases,  are 
very  great,  and  the  lameness  very  considera- 
ble, as  there  is  no  available  motion  in  the 
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•nkle-joint«     In  some  caies  yoa  will  find  for  paralysis  which  has  occorred  in  infancy, 
tiie  weight  of  the  body  thrown  entirely  on  and  been  of  some  years  standing.     They 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  os  calcis,  and  will,  however,  walk  with  comparative  ease 
the  front  part  of  the  foot  completely  off  the  and  comfort,  a^d  be  enabled  to  undergo  al- 
gronnd,  the  leg  presenting  a  straight  line  most,  if  not  quite  as  much  walking  exercise 
throughout    its  entire    length;    when,    on  as  persons  in  general,  but  of  course  with 
feeling  for  the  tendo- Achilles,  you  will  find,  more  or  less  lameness.     In  those  cases  where 
as  it   were,    a  small  cord,    lying  perfectly  there  is  no  paralysis,  although  it  has  gene- 
IcKise  behind  the  aukle-joint.     This,  I  think,  rally  existed,  yon  will,  with  attention  to  the 
can  scarcely  be  called  structural  lengthening  position  of  the  foot,  be  enabled  to  perfect 
of  the  muscles,  although  there  is  a  degene-  a  cure,  and  in  course  of  time  the  patient  will 
rated  condition  of  the  muscular  fibre,  which  be  enabled  to  walk  without  any  assistance, 
degenerated  condition  is  consequent  upon  and  possess  as  useful  a  limb,  to  all  intents 
the  paralysis  and  constant  elongation  of  the  and  purposes,  as  its  fellow  which  has  not 
muscle  to  its  full  natural  extent.    And  this  suffered.     You  must,  however,  adopt  here, 
appears  to  me  to  be  an  argument  against  as  in  other  instances,  the  greatest  care  and 
structural    shortening;     for     the    greatest  perseverance,   as  the  cure  depends  on  the 
amount  of  contraction  met  with  does  not  position  of  the  bones  and  ligaments  being 
exceed  the  amount  of  lengthening  which  the  constantly  maintained  during  the  time  exer- 
mnscle  admits  of,  when  paralysed  from  dis-  cise  is  allowed,  and  until  all  trace  and  ten- 
ease  either  at  the  origin  or  in  the  course  of  dency  for  the  foot  to  assume  its  malposition 
the  nerves  supplying  it.     Where,  then,   I  has  ceased.     I  may  mention  to  you  a  mode 
would  ask,  is  the  innate  muscular  action  ?  of  treatment  which  has  been  adopted,  and 
But  to  return : —  which  we  once  tried  at  this  Institution,  viz. 
In  these  cases,  as  yon  must  have  antici-  the  removalofa  portion  of  thetendo-Achilles, 
pated,  when  paralysis  of  the  gastrocnemius  say  half  an  inch,  or  an  inch,  placing  the  two 
is  present,  our  treatment  can  be  only  pallia-  remaining  ends  in  contact,  and  keeping  them 
tive  ;  we  can  remove  deformity,  but  we  can-  so  for  a  length  of  time.     I  can  imagine  it  pos- 
not  give  power.     The  first  thing  to  be  done  sible  to  improve  a  patient  much  in  this  way, 
is  to  endeavour  to  extend  the  foot,  and  to  provided  the  two  ends  are  kept  in  contact, 
force  the  os  calcia  up  again  into  its  longitu-  or  nearly  so,  for  a  length  of  time ;  but  this 
dinal  position,  which  you  will  accomplish  by  is  Tery  difiicult  to  accomplish,  unless  yon 
dividing  the  contracted  muscles,  and  extend-  have  the  patient  entirely  under  your  control, 
lug  the  foot  precisely  as  in  talipes  calcaneus,  which  you  can  scarcely  expect  to  have  as  an 
keeping  up,  however,  a  greater  and  more  out-patient,  and  the  object  to  be  gained  is 
permanent  amount  of  pressure  on  tbe  dor-  not  sufficiently  important  for  us  to  keep  them 
sum,  with  or  without  the  pad  beneath  the  as  in-patients  during  the  period  necessarily 
OS  calcis^     It  will  assist  you*  if  yon  divide  required,  because  should  we  succeed  so  far 
also  the  plantar  fascia,  and  as  much  of  the  as  to  give  a  firm  natural  support  to  the  os 
muscles  in  the  sole  as  you  can  easily  with  calcis  by  this  method,  we  could  not  give 
safety  do ;  you  will  then  keep  up  extension  power,  and  even  then  recourse  must  be  had 
of  the  joint  to  enable  you  the  more  effec-  to -artificial  support,  and  I  do  not  see  in 
tually  to  increase  the  distance  between  the  what  way  a  patient  would  be  benefitted, 
OS  calcis  and  anterior  extremity  of  the  meta-  who,   in  either  case,   must  use  the  same 
tarsal  bones,  and  in  this  way  gradually  raise  means,  or  nearly  so,  during  his  life.     In  the 
the  posterior  extremity  of  the  os  calcis,  case  I  have  alluded  to,   I  removed  about 
which  yon  will  find  is  almost  perpendicular,  two-thirds  of  an  inch  of  the  tendon,  by  mak- 
You  mus^  proceed  slowly,  and  with  care,  for  ing  an  incision  directly  over  it,  and  exposing 
the  same  reasona  I  pointed  out  to  yon  in  a  the  sheath,  laying  it  open,  and  with  a  hook 
former  lecture,    when   the    deformity  was  raising  the  tendon  ;  then  with  a  knife  remov- 
connected   with  paralysis  ;    and  after   you  ing  the  above-mentioned  portion ;    but  he  • 
have  restored  the  position  of  the  foot,  you  being  an  out-patient,  was  necessarily  obliged 
will  order  a  boot  and  iron,  with  a  stop -joint  to  be  brought  to  the  Institution,  and  although 
to  prevent  flexion,  thus  always  keeping  the  every  care  was  taken  that  could  be,  under 
foot  at  a  right  angle,  giving  the  patient  the  such  circumstances,  yet  the  foot  was  scarcely 
opportunity  of  extending  to  a  greater  extent  ever  found  in  the  position  in  which  it  was 
in  the  movement  occasioned  by  walking  on  placed,   in    consequence    of    the    constant 
uneven  surfaces,  or  down  an  inclined  plane,  moving  occasioned  by  his  being  brought  to 
which  will  assist  in  keeping  the  os  calcis  in  the  charity.     I  do  not,  therefore,  consider  it 
position,  a  fair  trial,  but  for  the  reasons  stated  it  is 
There  can  be  no  prospect  of  the  patient  not  an  operation  I  should  recommend,  as 
ever  being  able  to  do  without  the  support,  you  may  obtain  all  the  ends  desired  or  ex- 
and  yon  will  do  well  to  prepare  him  for  this,  pected  without  it. 
by  informing  him  that  he  must  wear  it  for  .«_ 
life,  or  until  a  remedy  or  cure  is  discovered 
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MEDICAL  CASES.  were  larger  than  usual ;   they  lay  flat, 

^    „                   «         4            »» T>  and  resembled  the  very  fine  plaitins 

Br  SoMEBviLLK  ScoTT  Alison.  M.D.  formerly  in  use  for  the  fronts  of  shirtal 

Phywcian  to  the  Northern  DUpensary.  ^^^^   ^^^.^   ^^   fuUy    ^alf  a    hne   in 

fForthe  Medical  Oazeite,)  breadth.    The  entire  stomach  weighed 
one  and  a  half  drachms.    The  small 

....                 one.         L  intestines  were  much  contracted  also. 

1.  Limoju  avens.    Small  Slomach,  rj.^^  ^^j^^  ^.^^  distended  with  flatus, 

2.  (hsificatwn  of  Gall-bladder.  ^^^  ^^^  ^„  .„^j^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  j„  diameter! 

3.  Hypertrophy    of  Heart :     white  rp^e  gall-bladder  was  distended  with 
itver,  Sfc.  ^^^^  j^jjp     r^Yie  contents  of  the  thorax 

July  4,  1844. — Ann  Wells,  ajt.  three  were  perfectly  healthy, 
months,  was  at  birth  a  fine  healthy  When  this  patient  was  presented  to 
child :  when  a  month  old  she  lost  the  me,  I  was  much  struck  with  the  ex- 
mother's  breast,  in  consequence  of  the  treme  emaciation.  The  child  had  the 
nipples  being  diseased,  and  was  fed  appearance  that  one  would  look  for  in 
upon  baked  flour,  arrow- root,  milk,  and  a  case  of  absolute  deprivation  of  food, 
the  like.  For  a  month  no  symptom  of  The  child  had  been  under  medical  treat- 
disease  was  remarked,  but  at  the  expi-  ment  before,  and  the  parents  had  tho 
ration  of  that  time  the  child  began  to  impression  that  the  child  laboured 
vomit  her  food  occasionally,  and  to  as-  under  mesenteric  disease.  I  was  not 
sume  an  emaciated  appearance.  The  satisfied  that  mesenteric  disease  was 
vomiting  has  continued  to  the  present  present,  and  determined,  if  possible,  to 
time,  and  the  emaciation  has  rapidly  examine  the  body  after  death,  which 
progressed  to  its  present  frightful  was  obviously  near  at  hand, 
extent.  The  child  is  strikingly  at-  The  great  diminution  in  the  size  of 
tenuated,  the  features  are  much  shrunk  the  stomach  and  small  intestines  seems 
and  the  muscles  of  the  face  are  corded,  to  be  well  worthy  of  being  recorded. 
The  countenance  much  resembles  that  The  writer  has  not  met  with  any  in- 
ofa  very  old  person;  the  eyes  are  bright,  stance  of  so  extensive  a  contraction  of 
active,  and  imploring.  The  mouth  these  parts.  A  contracted  condition  of 
gapes  almost  witnout  ceasing,  the  face  the  stomach  is  common,  he  believes,  in 
is  projected  forward,  an  imploring  cry  is  cases  of  starvation,  and  also  in  diabetes 
uttered,  and  the  eyes  seem  to  entreat  for  mellitus.  The  urinary  bladder  is  not 
food  with  the  utmost  urgency.  The  ap-  unfrequently  seen  in  a  state  of  great 
petiteof  the  child  for  food  is  insatiable  :  contraction,  and  this  condition  the 
except  when  sleeping,  she  is  either  in  writer  frequently  saw  to  a  remarkable 
the  act  of  feeding,  or  crying  and  gaping  extent  in  tne  bodies  of  those  who  died 
for  food.  Only  part  oi  the  food  is  re-  of  malignant  cholera  during  the  great 
jected  by  vomiting.  Much  fsecal  epidemic  of  1831  and  1832,  when  he 
matter  is  passed,  sometimes  light  yellow,  was  clinical  clerk  in  the  Castle  Hill 
and  sometimes  green.  Urine  is  natural  Cholera  Hospital  at  Edinburgh, 
in  quantity.  The  pulse  is  rapid.  Thorax  The  diminution  of  size  of  the  stomach 
resonant  on  percussion.  Abdomen  dull  and  the  small  intestines  in  this  case,  is 
above  umbilicus,  resonant  beneath  it.  not  the  result  of  inflammation.  It  is 
7th. — The  little  patient  died  last  not  due  to  any  morbid  alteration  of  the 
night.  This  evening  examined  the  mucous  membrane,  but  is  obviously  re- 
body.  The  liver  was  healthy,  and  the  ferrible  to  unwonted  contraction  of  the 
mesenteric  glands  were  free  of  disease,  muscular  fibres.  Undue  irritability  of 
The  stomach  was  much  reduced  in  size,  the  stomach  and  small  intestines  had 
two  inches  in  length;  between  the  resulted  from  the  introduction  of  im- 
longer  and  smaller  curvature,  at  the  proper  and  irritating  articles  of  diet,  at 
cardiac  extremity,  it  measured  three-  a  season  when  nature  has  prescribed 
quarters  of  an  inch ;  at  the  pyloric  the  maternal  milk  as  the  only  proper 
extremity  a  quarter.    The  coats  of  the  food. 

stomach  were  considerably  thickened,  The  baked  flour  and  arrow-root  were 

but  in  no  part  were  undue  vascularity,  not  sufficiently  irritating  to  induce  in- 

discolouration,or  ulceration,  found.  The  flammation  of  the  mucous  coat,  yet  they 

pyloric  orifice  was  less  than  usual,  but  sufficed  morbidly  to  affect  the  muscular 

not  more  reduced  than  the  other  parts  fibres,   and   provoke  them   to    undue 

of  the  organ.    The  rugee  of  the  stomach  contraction.    The  muscular  fibres  thua 
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affected  by  a  cause  in  hourly  operation,  tion  of  irritation  along  the  lacteals,  or 

at  len^h  assume  a  permanently  con-  by  the  transmission  of  irritating  matters 

tracted  condition,  ana  prescribe  a  dimi-  in  their  interior, 

nutive  size  to  the  entire  organ.  Voracity  as  a  disease  has  been  noticed 

The  denial  of  the  human  breast  to  from  the  earliest  times.    The  Greeks 

the  infant  was  the  cause  of  this  child's  paid  much  attention  to  it,  and  gave  it 

illness  and  death.  The  restive  stomach  many  names.     They  were,  however, 

immediately  upon  its  receiving   food  not  very  successful  in  its  treatment, 

made  strenuous  efforts  to  expel  it:  part  Galen  recommends  frequent  and  small 

was  rejected  by  vomiting,  while  part  doses  of  brandy.    Little  is  known  of 

was  hurried  on  through  the  remainder  the  condition  of  the  stomach  in  these 

of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  expelled  by  cases.     Dr.   Mason  Good  thinks  the 

stool.    The  short  sojourn  of  the  food  disease  is  usually  owing  to  some  error 

in  the  stomach  was  incompatible  with  in   the    structure  or  position  of  the 

healthy  chymification,  and  the  rapid  stomach,   by  which  means  the    food 

passage  of  the  ill-digested  aliment  along  passes  out  of  this  organ  as  soon  as  it  is 

the  small  intestines  was  no  less  adverse  introduced  into  it.    In  a  case  related 

to  the  elimination  and  the  absorption  by  Ruysch  the  diameter  of  the  pylorus 

of  the  chyle.     Hence  the  emaciated  was  considerably  enlarged  from  relaxa- 

condition  of  the  patient,  and  hence  the  tion.    Dr.  Good  says  that  in  some  in- 

insatiable  hunger.    There  was  constant  stances  the  pylorus  has  been  changed 

waste  of  the  body,  and  only  a  very  im-  from  its  natural  position  to  a  more 

perfect  repair.  dependent  one. 

That  the  emaciation  and  hunger  did  Drs.   Hodskin    and  Carswell  both 
not  depend  on  diabetes,  is  sufficiently  allude  to  a  diminution  of  the  human 
established  by  the  urine  having  been  stomach.    The  former  writer  says,  the 
only  in  moderate  quantity,  by  xhe  soft  stomach  is  sometimes  much  reduced  in 
and  moist  condition  of  the  skin,  and  by*  volume,  in  cases  in  which  little  has 
the  frequent  stools.  entered  it  for  a  considerable  length  of 
It  seems  to  the  writer  probable  that  time.    He  connects  its  occurrence  for 
this  condition  of  the  stomach  and  small  the  most  part,  with  stricture  of  the 
intestine  may  not  be  very  rare.    He  is  ssophagus,  or  with  a  state  of  extreme 
inclined  to  think  that  a  similar  con-  irritablity  of  the  organ  itself,  allowing 
dition,  though  less  in  amount,  may  exist  it  to  receive  but  little,  and  almost  in  va- 
in some  infants  affected  with  vomiting  riably  and  immediately  rejecting  that, 
and    wasting,    consequent    upon    un-  It  admits  of  question  whether  this 
natural  errors  of  diet.    May  not  some  condition  of  the  stomach  should  be 
children  supposed  to  be  labouring  under  styled  atrophy  or  hypertrophy.    There 
enlargement  of  the  mesenteric  glands  was  a  diminution  m  the  size  of  the 
be  similarly  affected  ?    The  question  is  organ,  and  doubtless  the  weight  was 
not  an  idle  one,  for  the  affection  of  the  below  the  natural  standard ;  still  the 
alimentary    canal    is    curable    under  walls  of  the  stomach  were  thickened, 
proper  diet  and  management.    In  the  and  there  was  the  reverse  condition 
Dodv  of  a  child  five  years  old,  who  present,  to  inactivity  of  the  organ.     In 
diea  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  and  mesen-  the  meantime  I     would    propose    to 
teric  disease,  the  writer  within  the  last  denominate  the  stomach  in  the  morbid 
few  days  found  the  colon  consisting  of  condition,  "  the  small  stomach." 
alternate  dilatations  and  contractions ;  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  notice 
the  dilated  parts  or  pouches  contained  a  practice  which  prevails  to  a  conside- 
fseces,  and  the  contracted  parts  were  able  extent  amongst  the  lower  classes 
empty,  thickened,  but  free  of  ulcera-  in  London,  of  mothers  weaning  their 
tion.  infants  at  a  very  tender  age,  for  the 
The  absence  of  mesenteric  disease  in  purpose  of  suckling  other  infants.  The 
this  case,  is  doubtless  connected  with  motnerspropose  to  make  a  little  money, 
the  absence  of  ulceration  in  the  in-  and  for  the  sake  of  this  the  health  of 
testinal  canal.    Had  ulceration  or  an  their  offipring  is  injured.    The  bargain 
irritable  condition  of  the  mucous  mem-  between  the  nurse  and  the  friends  of 
brane  of   the  intestinal    canal  taken  the    child  to    be    suckled,    generally 
place,  then  it  is  probable  that  disease  stipulates  that  the  nurse's  child  is  no 
would  have    been    developed   in  the  longer  to  be  applied  to  the  breast, 
mesentery,  either  by  the  communica-  The  writer  has  not  unfrequently  seen 


DR.  ALISON'S  MEDICAL  CASES.  137 

with  pain,  the  infant  of  the  nurse  water.  No  other  food  whatever  should 
pining  for  want  of  the  breast,  and  be  fifiven,  even  though  the  child  be 
suffenng  materially  from  irritating  food,  twelve  months  old.  When  the  child 
while  another  infant  occupying  its  exceeds  that  age,  the  milk  may  be  made 
place  has  been  flourishing  upon  the  stronger,  and  some  arrow-root  may  be 
milky  formation.    This  practice  may  to    added. 

a  certain  extent  be  a  necessary  evil.  Under  the  use  of  this  imitation  of 
yet  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  practice  human  milk  the  writer  has  of  late  seen 
wof  far  wider  range  than  the  necessity,  several  children  restored  to  perfect 
and  it  would,  therefore,  be  well  becom-  health  who  were  fast  running  towards 
ing  in  every  practitioner  to  discounte-  the  grave  by  the  too  certain  paths  of 
nance  a  practice  which  assuredly  diarrhoea,  vomiting,  irritable  and  an^ 
destroys  many  infants  in  the  humbler  mucous  membranes,  and  the  crammme 
ranks  of  society.  It  would  be  well  to  of  food  on  the  part  of  parents ;  food 
point  out  the  coming  evils  to  the  parent,  which,  even  in  health,  they  would  have 
who  is  really  often  more  ignorant  than  some  difficulty  in  digesting, 
unfeeling.    There  can  assuredly  be  few  ..  .  ,^  j,  »#  jj 

christian  mothers  who  would  willinelv  Osttfied  Gall  Bladder. 

and   knowingly  sacrifice    the  health        Mrs.  E.,  set.  79,  died  under  my  care, 
and  welfare  of  their  offspring,  and  be    on  the  28th  February,  1844,  of  an  attack 
instrumental  in  their  death,  for  the  sake    of  acute  bronchitis  on  leftside.    The 
of  a  little  money.      It    is  true  that    disease  lasted  eight  days.    The  patient 
poverty  may  urge.    But  in  this  land  it    had  been  singularly  healthy  through- 
18,  or  it  is  said  to  be,  a  principle  that    out  life,  had  never  suflfered  any  svmp- 
no  man  need  die  of  hunger.  We  believe    toms  of  bilious  disease,  and  was  of  verv 
this  sacred  law    to  be  part  of    our    temperate  habits.  Two  days  after  death 
system,  thotigh  doubtless  occasionally    the  oody  was  examined.    The  skin  was 
infringed.    Shall  it  then  be  tolerated    of  a  lemon  hue;    nothing  beyond  a 
that  the  tender  babe  shall  be  driven    sallowness  of  the  integuments  had  been 
from    its   mother's    breast,  and   thus    noticed  during  life.    The  usual  morbid 
starved,  or  poisoned  by  unsuitable  diet  P    appearances  of  bronchitis  were  found. 
Let  us  discountenance  the  practice,  and    With  the  exception  of  the  gall  bladder, 
let  us  stigmatise  the  mother  as  the    the  contents  of  the  pelvis  and  abdomen 
Auafiirnip,  Mater  suo  nomine  indigna,    presented  their  natural  characters.  The 
who  would    knowingly    destroy   her    gall  bladder  was  white  or  greyish,  re- 
infiint.    Such  poverty  as  could  justify    sembling  fresh  putty,  hard  and  resisting 
the  destruction  of  a  child's  health  can    to  the  touch.    It  was  distended  with 
scarcely  be  supposed  to  exist.    If  it    fluid  bile:    the   cystic  duct  was  ob« 
ever  do  exist,  it  has  urgent  claims  for    structed  with  solid  dholesterine.    The 
instant  relief.    However,  the  wrong  is    outer  coat  of  the  faX\  bladder  was 
not  confined  to  the  humbler  classes  the    greatly  thickened,  and  contained  much 
higher  ranks  are  a  material  part^  in    phosphate  of  lime.    The  gall  bladder 
the  mischief.    It  is  their  gold,  it  is    was  very  firmly  attached  to  the  liver, 
their  love  of  pleasure,  which  forms  the    No  signs  of  inflammation,  either  old  or 
root  of  the  evu.    In  a  word,  they  should    recent,  were  discovered  in  the  bladder 
beware  how  they  corrupt  those  placed    itself,  or  in  the  surrounding  structures, 
beneath  them,  and  use  their  means  to    This  case  is  not  without  some  value  as 
the  destruction  of  human  virtue  and    forming  a  contribution  to  the  morbid 
the  perpetration  of  injustice  to  helpless    anatomy  of  the  cpill  bladder,  and  prov- 
babes.  in^,  as  it  does,  Uiat  extensive  ossifica- 

The  treatment  of  the  small  stomach    tion  may  occur  independently  of  in- 
of  infants  consists  in   restoring  the    flammatory   action   being  manifested 
breast.    If  this  is  impracticable,  from    during  life, 
the  sickness  or  death  of  the  mother,  or 

from  iiiabilitv  to  procure  a  substitute,  Hypertrophy  of  Heart;  Atcites  and 
the  infant  should  be  fed  exclusively  Atrophy  of  Liver, 

upon  an  imitation  of  the  human  milk,  June  26, 1844. — J.  W.,cet.  61,  cabinet- 
prepared  by  mixing  equal  quantities  of  maker,  of  middle  stature,  well  formed, 
cow  milk  and  tepid  water,  with  the  ad-  of  dissipated  habits;  has  drank  spirits  to 
dition  of  white  sugar,  in  the  proportion  excess ;  has  been  exposed  much  to  cold 
of  10  parts  to  the  100  of  milk  and    and  wet ;  has  sufl!ered  several  attacks  of 
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acute  rheumatism:  three  years  and  a  covering  being  greatly  thickened,  being 
half  ago  became  affected  wilh  palpita-  nearly  a  line  in  thickness:  the  thickened 
tion  and  other  symptoms  of  disease  of  peritoneal  covering  was  readily  torn 
the  heart.  He  has  been  steadily  becom-  from  the  proper  liver  structure:  the 
ing  worse,  nnd  of  late  the  abdomen  has  liver  structure  was  rather  harder  than 
become  the  seat  of  effusion.  The  natural,  and  presented  a  little  of  the 
patient  is  very  ill  and  in  great  distress ;  nutmeg  character.  The  gentleman 
is  compelled  to  sit  up  in  bed  in  order  to  who  conducted  the  dissection  searched 
respire  with  some  measure  of  freedom  :  for  the  gall  bladder,  but  not  finding  it, 
the  situs  of  heart  cannot  be  made  out  concluded  that  it  was  absent :  there 
distinctly  on  account  of  the  great  accu-  was  certainly  no  gall  bladder  to  be  seen, 
mulation  of  fluid  in  the  abdomen ;  the  bui  it  was  suggested  to  him  to  cut  down 
sounds  of  the  heart  are  blowing  and  across  the  usual  site  of  that  organ :  this 
grating  ;  there  is  no  fremissement  was  done,  and  the  gall  bladder,  tightly 
cataire;  pulse  is  120,  w*eak,  and  feels  as  bound  down  by  tne  thickened  pen- 
if  the  arteries  were  only  partially  toneal  covering,  was  discovered.  It 
filled :  head  is  oppressed :  aigestion  contained  no  bile.  The  kidneys  were, 
indifferent;  stomach  filled  with  flatus;  with  the  following  exception,  of  the 
veins  are  somewh.it  distended  ;  no  natural  size,  consistence,  and  colour : 
haemorrhage :  previous  to  heart  affec-  the  right  kidney  presented  on  its  pos- 
tion  lost  blood  by  piles,  but  not  since  terior  aspect  a  tumor  about  the  size  of 
the  accession  of  this  disease:  has  never  a  pigeon's  eg^,  containing  purulent 
had  jaundice,  but  the  eyes  have  a  green  matter.  The  investing  membrane  of 
hue;  stools  reported  to  be  generally  the  spleen  was  greatly  thickened,  and 
pale,  sometimes  dark  and  scanty ;  urine  appeared  to  have  compressed  the  con- 
scanty,  and  contains  a  little  albumen,  tained  viscus,  which  was  unnaturally 
The  abdomen  unusually  large ;  fiuctu-  firm.  The  fluid  in  the  abdomen 
ates  freely ;  the  liver  cannot  be  felt.  amounted  to  several  gallons,  and  con- 
To  Ukc  squill  and  blue  pill  at  night,  and  a  ^^Thl  ^^^""^  ^^^"^rV  ♦v,  r  f 
mixture  composed  of  Spirits  of  Nitric  ^he  reduced  bulk  of  the  liver  forms 
Etber,  Tartrate  of  Potash,  and  Infusion  ^  prominent  object  m  this  case,  and 
of  Broom-tops.  contrasts  well  with  the  greatly  enlarged 

hydatid  liver,  which  the  writer  de- 
29th. — The  patient  died  last  night,  scribed  in  a  late  number  of  the  London 
The  body  was  examined  this  evening.  Medical  Gazette.  So  small,  and  re- 
Thorax, — The  lungs  were  freely  tracted  under  the  false  ribs,  was  the 
attached  to  the  pleura  costalis  by  old  liver,  that  it  was  not  immediately  re- 
adhenions.  The  heart  was  adherent  cognised  upon  opening  the  abdomen, 
infront  to  the  perieardium  by  adhesions  The  absolutely  white  colour  of  the 
requiring  the  scalpel  for  their  division,  organ  formed  another  striking  feature. 
The  heart  was  greatly  augmented  in  The  internal  structure  of  the  liver  pre- 
bulk  ;  the  walls  were  thicxened  and  sented  nothing  more  than  signs  of  con- 
the  cavities  increased  in  dimension;  its  gestion  and  wasting  :  there  were  to  be 
weight  was  25  ounces  (16  ounces  to  the  seen  no  granular  deposits.  The  surface 
lb.)  The  aortic  valves  were  thickened ;  of  liver  was  perfectly  smooth,  and  in 
two  of  them  contained  bony  deposit  every  part  destitute  of  any  approach  to 
along  their  edges ;  they  would  neither  the  rough  and  tuberculated  condition 
shut  nor  open  completely.  The  mitral,  found  in  cirrhose.  The  morbid  con- 
pulmonary,  and  tricuspid  valves,  were  dition  of  the  biliary  organ  depended 
healthy.  The  cavities  of  the  heart  entirely  upon  thickening  and  contrac- 
were  filled  with  blood.  tion  of'^the  investing  membrane,  conse- 
Abdomen, — The  omentum  was  much  quent  upon  antecedent  inflammation, 
shrunk,  and  had  evidently  been  the  probably  of  asubacute  character.  This 
seat  of  inflammation  years  ago.  The  view  of  the  case  is  supported  by  the 
liver  was  much  atrophied,  and  was  atrophied  or  shrunk  condition  of  the 
retracted  and  hidden  under  the  false  omentum  and  other  parts  of  the  peri- 
ribs.  It  weighed  two  pounds  nine  toneal  membrane, 
ounces.  The  exterior  was  perfectly  Thickening  of  the  serous  membranes 
white,  and  resembled  wet  parchment  or  has  been  pointed  out  by  several  morbid 
dressed  sheep's  skin.  The  white  ap-  anatomists.  Craigie  regards  this  as  a 
pearance  arose    from   the   peritoneal  result  of  inflammation,  but  Leennec 
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denies  its  existence.    The  liver  has  not  beean  their  professional  career,  and  are 

unfrequently  been  found  to  be  invested  only  anxious  to  accumulate  **  bits  of 

by  a  thick  membrane,  but  while  it  practice."    They  are  probably  in  the 

appears  that  some  have  regarded  this  as  right.    When  a  man  is  once  well  em- 

the     thickened     peritoneal    covering,  ployed  as  a  general  practitioner,  he  has 

others  amongst  whom    are  Carswell,  neither  leisure  nor  inclination  to  inves- 

have  regarded  it  as  an  adventitious  tigate  first  principles.    He  must  act; 

false  membrane.    The  investing  mem-  and  the  communication  of  a  new  and 

brane  in  the  above  case  was  certainly  efficient  mode  of  treating  a  common  and 

the  peritoneal  covering  in  a  state  of  well  known  disease  is  of  vastly  more 

thickening.    Dr.  Roots  has  in  the  sixth  importance  to  him  than  the  most  learned 

volume  of   Guy's  Hospital    Reports,  and  philosophical  treatise  on  the  func- 

related  a  case  in  which  the  peritoneal  tions  of  nerves  or  the  composition  of 

covering  of  the  liver  was  in  a  state  of  the  blood.    "  Give  me  a  good  bit  of 

thickening.  practice,  and  I  will  thank  ^ou  for  it, 

The  apparent  absence  of  the  gall  but  I  have  no  time  for  scientific  re- 
bladder  is  worthy  of  notice.  The  peri-  searches,"  has  been  often  said  to  me 
toneal  covering  of  that  receptable,  like  by  a  country  practitioner  who,  by  dint 
that  of  the  liver  itself,  having  been  of  close  observation  and  natural  sagacity, 
the  seat  of  inflammatory  action,  pro-  has  made  himself  a  very  valuable  in- 
bably  of  a  subacute  character  and  of  strument  of  good  to  his  fellow  creatures, 
long  duration,  underwent  a  process  of  He  can  cure  disease,  though  he  cannot 
thickening  and  of  subsequent  contrac-  talk  about  it. 

tion,  and  effectually  bound  down  the  Bearing  this  in  mind,  I  propose,  with 

invested  bladder  so  as  to  efface  all  ap-  your  permission,  to  communicate,  from 

pearance  of  it.    Had  not  the  transverse  time  to  time,  some  of  the  results  of  forty 

incision  been   made,  the  cyst  would  years'  close  observation  of  disease  in 

not  have  been  found,  and  it  would  have  several  countries  of  Europe.     I  will 

been  concluded  that  no  gall  bladder  confine  myself  solely  to  subjects  that  I 

was  present.    Perhaps  the  gall  bladder  have  thoroughly  ascertained,  and  leave 

existed  in  a  similar  condition  in  some  all  speculations  to  the  young.    They 

of  the  recorded  cases  of  alleged  ab-  are  useful  as  exercises  of  the  mental 

sence  of  this  appendage  of  the  liver.  powers  even  when  they  lead   to    no 

Dr.  Carswell  says,  that  in  cases  of  result ;  but  a  man  may  be  very  right 
false  membrane  in  the  abdomen,  the  in  his  practice  without  being  able  to 
gall-bladder  is  contracted  and  nenrly  give  reasons  for  it.  I  will  call  my  con- 
empty.  In  Dr.  Roots'  case,  above  tributions  Points  op  Practice;  and 
alluded  to,  the  gall-bladder  was  reduced  the  first  shall  be  on  a  not  uncommon,* 
in  size,  and  contained  bile.  But  none  but  a  very  embarrassing  form  of  dys- 
of  the  writers  above  referred  to  mention  pepsia,  of  which  T  can  find  no  mention 
the  gall-bladder  as  ever  so  completely  by  any  writer.  The  cure  is  easy,  or  I 
bound  down  by  false  membrane  or  b^  should  not  think  a  notice  of  the  malady 
the  thickened  peritoneal  covering,  as  it  worth  communicating, 
was  in  the  present  case.  i  ^  »:»  r  r\ 
48,  Gower  Street,  Oct.  18. 1844.  1  •   ^  ^*»'^  »/  Djfspepsta. 

: It  begins  with  the  usual  symptoms 

POINTS  OF  PRACTICE,  of  flatulence  and  sense  of  oppression 

^  after  eating  —  almost  immediately  after 

,«_  .1    «j.a      ^^&    .^  J'    f  in,     J.  a  full  meal,  by  which  it  is  to  be  dis- 

To  the  Sdttar  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  tinguishcd  froi  defective  digestion  in 

SiHy  the  duodenum.  There  is  no  headache. 
The  signal  profusion  of  modem  medical  It  affects  almost  exclusively  those 
literature  makes  the  courage  to  be  igno-  who  neglect  proper  exercise,  and  in- 
rant  of  a  great  deal  absolutely  necessary  dulge  in  pastry  and  dishes  that  are 
if  we  would  know  any  thing  thoroughly,  fried.  As  it  advances,  the  distress  pro- 
Many  active  and  zealous  practitioners  duced  is  excessive ;  there  is  a  sense  of 
abandon  in  despair  all  hope  of  keeping  constriction  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach 
pace  with  the  press,  and,  annoyed  at  and  at  the  sides  of  the  neck ;  and  if  the 
the  general  disposition  to  take  nothing  patient  move  soon  after  a  meal,  he 
for  granted,  confine  themselves  to  the  readily  regurgitates  the  food  he  has 
quantom  of  science  with  which  they  eaten^not  with  a  sensation  of  sickness, 
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but  in  the  mode  we  see  in  ruminating  quently,  and  in  very  small  quantities 

animals.    Any  attempt  to  prevent  this  at  a  time ;  use  very  active  exercise ;  and 

gives  pain ;  but  if  he  walk  briskly  up  undergo  an  occasional  fast  of  twelve  or 

hill,  or  up  stairs,  for  ten  minutes  or  a  fifteen  hours.    Wait  some  hours  after 

quarter  of  an  hour,  he  gradually  rejects  rising  before  the  breakfast  is  eaten ; 

two-thirds  of  his  dinner,  and  is  then  and  m  ver^  agmvated  cases  let  the 

perfectly  well.  food  be  a  kind  of  rich  panada,  made  of 

When  he  allows  the  food  to  remain,  a  very  strong  decoction  of  lean  meat 

there  comes  on,  in  the  further  progress  and  crust  of  bread.    Avoid  all  fried 

of  the  case,  symptoms  exceedingly  like  things ;  take  weak  col ji  spirit  and  water 

angina  pectoris.     There  is   an  inter-  rcit her  than  beer  or  wine;  use  cayenne 

mitting  pulse;   pain  in  the  sternum,  pepper  freely ;  keep  the  bowels  open  by 

which  becomes  exceedingly  tender  to  warm  laxatives,  as  the  beaume  de  vie ; 

the  touch,  and  a  general   feeling  of  and,  above  all,  give  way  always  to  the 

lassitude;  with  an  aching  of  the  arms  desire  of  regurgitation;  promote  it  by 

similar  to  that  which  arises  after  taking  violent  exercise,  and  never  let  the  ceso- 

opium.    Eructations  are  frequent  ana  phagusbed'stendedif  it  can  possibly  be 

excessive,  after  each  of  which  the  pulse  avoided.    When  the  sense  of  oppression 

immediately  becomes  regular,  and  there  is  entirelv  gone,  a  basin  of  warm  tea 

is  an  universal  sensation  of  uneasiness  (not  weak)  will  be  of  great  service ; 

which   it   is  impossible   to   describe,  and  if,  in  spite  of  advice,  the  patient 

There  is  also  a  feeling  in  the  throat  will  occasionally  indulge  in  a  nearty 

like  the  globus  hystericus.  meal,  let  him  bear  in  mind  that  he  must 

An  immense   variety  of  symptoms  begin  again  de  novo.    The  dilatation  of 

will   immediately   BUfi;gest  themselves  the  tube  can  only  be  overcome  by  a 

when    the    cause    of    this    annoying  steady  perseverance  in  the  plan,  and 

malady  is  stated.    It  is  the  accumu-  one  excess  puts  him  back  to  the  point 

lation  of  food  in  the  oesophagus,  which  he  started  from, 

will  sometimes  take  place  to  an  enor-  It  does  not  appear  that  the  stomach 

mous  extent.     It  arises  from  defective  often  partakes   of    the    disturbance  : 

power  in  the  oesophageal  plexus  of  digestion  is  perfect,  and  there  is  every 

nerves,  and  also  from  a  constriction  appearance  in  the  evacuations  that  all 

of  the  orifice  in  the  diaphragm,  or  the  other  functions  of  the  body  are  in 

from  a  combination  of  both.    It  would  order. 

make  too  long  a  communication   to  The  danger  is,  that  when  seen  for 

detail  the  mode  in  which  I  ascertained  the  first  time  it  should  be  considered  as 

this;  but  of  the  fact  I  am  certain.  Each  disease  of  the  heart,— ossification,  or 

mouthful  of  food  is  mechanically  driven  angina  pectoris.    The  practitioner  may 

down  by  that  which  follows  it.    At  the  easily  commit  himself  oy  a  premature 

beginning  some  goes  into  the  stomach ;  opinion. 

but  the  power  of  deglutition  seems  to  There  is  no  kind  of  exercise  so  well 

last  only  a  certain  number  of  minutes,  adapted  to  the  disorder  as  the  fame 

and  to  be  exhausted  long  before  the  of  tennis ;   but  this  is  accessible   to 

appetite  is  satisfied.    The  food  which  few.    Fives  or  racket  would  be  a  good 

remains  in  the  oesophagus,  not  being  substitute, 

subjected  to  the  vital  action  of  digestion,  A.  L.  Wig  an,  M.D. 

takes  on  the  chemical  action  of  fermen-    

tation ;  and  we  may  easily  conceive  the  contributions 

^h^isl'tiX^^^^  TO  HYGIENE,  WITH  PARTICULAR 

space  which  sfiould  be  devoted  t^  the  REFERENCE  TO  THE  SOLDIER, 

lungs  and  heart.    That  portion  of  the  [Continaed  firom  p.  49s.] 

oesophagus  which  is  under  the  influence  

of  volition  performs  its  proper  functions ;  military  hyoibnb. 

but  the  involuntary  portion  seems  to  ,,,»., 

remain  a  mere  flaccid  tube,  incapable  PwMhnunU:    their  Moral  and  Phyneal 

of  taking  up  its  duties.    Many  hours  EfecU. 

will  elapse  in  this  distressing  state;  In  practice,  the  principal  duty  of  a 

and  the  rood,  when  rejected,  is  perfectly  medical   ofllcer   upon   a   punishment 

unchanged.  parade,  is  to  prevent  the  delinquent  from 

The  remedy   is  obvious.    Eat  fre-  successfully  feigning  a  disability,  (or 


WITH  PARTICULAR  REFERENCE  TO  THE  SOLDIER.  141 

the  purpose  of  escaping  corporal   in-  that  his  panishment  would  beextremely 

fliction.  ^      ^  severe.    The  sentence,  however,  was 

^^oggine  is,  by  a  small  minori^  of  to  receive  50  lashes  only,  but  on  hia 

officers,  believed  to  be  neither  beneficial  breech   like    a    boy.     King   was   so 

in  reforming  delinquents,  nor  in  effec-  affected  at  the  thought  of  being  thus 

tually  warning  others  from  committing  disgraced,  that  he  was  taken  ill,  and 

breaches  of  discipline ;  indeed,  in  their  sent  to  hospital,  where  he  remained 

opinion,  excess  of  punishment  seems  to  several  months.    It  was  indeed,  the 

promote  the  commission  of  oflfences.  general  opinion,  that  he  would  have 

Mr.  Harriott,  who  was  for  some  time  continued  thereuntil  he  died;  but  it  so 

Judge  Advocate  in  the  Madras  Pre-  happened,  that  a  man  was  sentenced 

sidency,  relates  a  case  where  punish-  to  be  shot,  and  on  these  occasions  it 

ment  was  obviously  injurious.  "Private  was  usual  to  make  a  request  through 

Kins;,"  says  our  author,  "  who  was  a  the  medium  of  the  Judge  Advocate,  for 

sood  clerk,  and  a  clean  smart  soldier,  the  pardon  of  prisoners  confined  or 

had  been  repeatedly  promoted,  and  as  sentenced  for  minor  offences.    Bv  this 

often   reduced  in  consequence  of  in-  means  Kinc^  was  pardoned.    He  left 

temperate  habits.    When  sober,  he  was  the  hospital  in  a  day  or  two,  and  sub- 

a  pattern  to  the  regiment  for  excellent  sequently  behaved  so  well,  that  in  a 

behaviour    and    exemplary    conduct,  few  months  he  was   promoted  to   a 

Repeated  punishment  rendered  him  in-  halberd,  and  had  long  the  credit  of 

sensible  to  shame,  and  hardened  his  being  one  of  the  best  Serjeants  in  the 

disposition  against  reformation.     On  army." 

one  occasion  he  received  150  lashes  t        It  is  contended  bv  a  majority  of 

and  to  prove  his  hardihood,  he  held  the  military  officers,  that  the  seventy  which 

halberts  without  being  tied  up,  and  characterises  our  military  enactments 

received  the  punishment  without  flinch-  and  usages  is  essential  to  that  degree 

ing.    The    commanding  officer,    who  of  subordination  which  should  prevail 

had  only  recently  joinea  the  regiment,  in  the  British  army,  while  not  a  few 

addressed  the  men,  in  a  pathetic  soldier-  entertain   a  contrary   opinion.     The 

like  msnner,  on  the  subject  of  crimes  arbitrary  powers  placed  in  the  hands  of 

and    punishments ;     by    which    the  officers  are,  it  must  be  admitted,  often 

whole  parade  became  deeply  affected,  greatly  abused ;  and  to  those  who  look 

King,  whose  back  was  streaming  with  beneath  the  surface  of  things,  it  will 

blo<Ki,  folded  his  arms  across  his  breast,  be  obvious  that  the  stern  and  rigo^ 

and  listening,  apparently  with  ease  and  rous  rules  of  military  discipline  are 

composure,     until    the    address    was  frequently  partial  in  their  operation, 

finisned,  coolly  asked  the  commanding  There  is  a  large  amount  of  sclent  but 

officer  how  many  lashes  he  thought  he  undeserved  suffering  in  an  army,  the 

(Kinff)  might  have  received  since  he  individuals  of  which  may  neither  have 

had  tne  honour  of  servingthe  Company?  the  right   to   complain  of,   nor    the 

•  Too  many,*  replied  the  Major,  *  I  fear,  power  to  resist,  the  narsh  treatment  to 

to  have  done  you  any  good.*    Con-  which  they  are  subjected.    An  example 

tinning  in  the  same  position,  King  illustrative  of  the  truth  of  this  observa- 

replied,  '  I  have  had  the  honour  to  tion  may  be  given, 
receive  just  950 ;    and  if  you  please.        It  is  customary  in  the  army  to  per- 

Major,  I  will  take  another  50  now,  just  form  the  barrack-room  fatigue  duty  in 

to  make  the  score  even,  and  let  it  stand  rotation ;  and  it  is  part  of  that  duty  to 

to  the  next  account.'  carry  the  messes  from  the  cooking-house 

"  Both  officers  and  men  stood  aghast  to  trie  rooms  ;  for  this  purpose,  the 
at  this  breach  of  military  decorum.  He  orderlies,  as  they  are  called,  fall  in,  and 
was  forthwith  ordered  to  the  hospital,  are  marched,  under  the  command  of  a 
with  an  assurance,  that  should  he  again  non-commissioned  officer,  to  the  cook- 
subject  himself  to  the  sentence  of  a  ing-house,  a  few  minutes  before  the 
court  martial,  means  would  be  taken  bugle  sounds  for  dinner.    It  happened 

to  punish  him  more  eflectually.  King's  in  the regiment  of  Dragoons,  while 

subsequent  fate  deserves  to  be  men-  serving  in  India,  that  on  the  orderly 

tioned.  In  a  short  time  he  was  brought  men  falling  in  one  day,  previous  to 

to  trial  for  drunkenness,  disobedience,  marching  off  for  fatigue  duty,  a  private 

and  strikinfi^  an  officer.    He  was  found  dragoon,  named  Kennedy,  was  reported 

guilty ;  ana  it  was  generally  expected  absent ;  a  moment  after,  he  made  his 
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appearance,  and  stated  he  was  going  to  the  delinqnent  is  undergoing  the  inflic- 
wash  his  hands  at  the  pump  at  the  rear  tion  to  wnich  he  has  been  sentenced, 
of  the  barracks, — not  more  than  a  few  This  used,  I  know,  to  be  the  practice 
yards  distant,— when  he  would  return  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hop.  Some  men 
and  join  the  party.  "  Fall  in  imme-  do  not  complain  while  they  are  un- 
diately,  sir!*'  shouted  the  corporal,  a  dergoing  punishment;  others  corn- 
tyrant  in  his  petty  way.  "When  I  plain  mucn,  and  beg  to  be  "taken 
have  washed  my  hands,"  replied  Ken-  down,"  from  the  time  they  receive  the 
nedy,  as  he  ran  to  perform  his  ablution,  first  lash. 

This  was  all  that  passed  on  the  oc-  There  are  some  who  convert  the  in- 

casion.    The  vindictive  corporal  im-  fliction  into  a  source  of  amusement,  by 

mediately  placed  him  under  arrest,  and  the  discordancy  of  their  remarks  with 

a  court  martial  having  been  called  next  the  pain  they  are  obviously  enduring. 

day,  to  investigate  the  charge,  Kennedy  "  An  Irish  dragoon  who  was  brought  to 

was  found  guuty  of  a  breach  of  disci-  the  triangles,  not  only  bore  the  lash 

{>line,  and  sentenced  to  receive   300  without   wincing,  but  between    each 

ashes,  which  were  duly  administered  in  round  administered  by  successive  ope- 

the  riding-school,  in  the  presence  of  rators,  was  ready  with  some  absurd 

the  assembled  regiment.     The  com-  remark,  which  converted  the    whole 

manding  officer  of  the  corps  concluded  scene  into  a  farce  rather  than  example, 

a  lon^  address  to  the  men,  with  the  neither  officers  nor  men  being  able  to 

following  remarkable  observations :—  preserve  their  gravity.    Amongst  other 

"  And  now,  sir,  I  have  long  waited  for  things  he  had  the  assurance  to  tell  his 

this  opportunity  of  teaching  you  better  commanding  officer,   '  that  he  might 

manners,    and   a  proper  respect   for  release  him,    as    he    had    now    been 

military  authority.  T ou  are  well  known  thrashed  to  his  satisfaction.'     He,  how- 

as  an  old,    and    I    fear   incorrigible  ever,  reserved  his  best  stroke,  for  the 

offender,  and  are  sufficient  to  spoil  the  last ;  for  as  they  were  casting  him  off 

younger  soldiers  in  the  regiment,  by  from  the  triangles,  he  turned  round, 

your  example.    1  will  teach  you,  and  andwithacoutenanceinwhich  fnnand 

all  who  hear  me,  that  fatigue  is  a  duty,  suffering  were  ludicrously  blended,  ex- 

and  a  very  important  one  too.    I  trust  claimed, '  Ah,  you  may  talk  of  tobacco, 

this  will  be  a  warning  that  you  will  but  this  is  the  real  twist.' "— ("Lt/e  in  the 

recollect  to  the  last  hour  of  your  exist-  Ranks,) 

ence.  Take  him  down." — (Life  in  the  An  example  of  another  kind  may  be 
Ranks,  p.  188.  London,  1843.)  stated.  A  Captain  T ,  of  re- 
How  far  such  a  punishment  was  giment,  had  a  cA«reamt>  in  his  barrack- 
required,  or  calculated  to  prevent  room,  and  one  evening,  while  he  was  at 
military  delinquencies,  I  leave  my  mess,  the  sentry  on  the  officer's  quarters, 
readers  to  judge.  "  Respect  for  au-  seeing  no  immediate  probability  of  his 
thority  can  only  be  ensured  by  con-  attention  being  occupied  in  the  way  of 
yincing  those  in  subordinate  situations  duty,  pulled  off  his  boots,  and  leaving 
that  it  is  exercised  with  impartiality  them  with  his  musket  in  the  sentry- 
and  discretion."  box,  proceeded  softly  to  visit  the  said 
The  manner  or  conduct  of  some  chereamie;  but,  unfortunately  for  him, 
commanding  officers,  on  a  punishment  Captain  T.  left  the  mess  at  an  unsually 
parade,  differs  materially  from  that  of  early  hour  that  evening,  and  found  the 
others ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  sentry  in  his  room.    The  sentry  was 

delinquents.    Colonel  ,  where  he  tried  by  a  court  martial  for  leaving  his 

commanded  the regiment  in  the  post,  and    sentenced  to   be    flogged. 

West  Indies,  used  to  occupy  a  chair  in  When  he  had  received  about  one-half 

the  middle  of   the  square,  when  he  of  his  sentence,  he  called  out   most 

superintended  the  infliction  of  the  cat.  lustily,  "  O  take  me  down,  colonel,  take 

He  had,  it  must  be  admitted,  some  me  down,  and  give  the  rest  of  the 

apology  for  adopting  so  unmilitary  an  lashes  to  Captain  T. ;  he  is  as  much  to 

expedient ;  for,  while  he  commanded,  blame  as  I  am ;  for  if  he  had  not  kept 

there  were  frequently  from  ten  to  four-  that  woman  in  his  room,  I  would  never 

teen  men  punished  at  one  parade.  The  have  left  my  post." 

magistrates  in  Holland  superintend,  I  Medical  officers  should  be  particularly 

believe,    all  punishments,   sitting  in  cautious  in  regard  to  persons  suspected 

solemn  pomp  close  to  the  place  wnere  of  fraudulently  feigning  disabilities.  By 
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the  articles  of  war,  "  any  soldier  who  which  you  are  sentenced,  until  you 
shall  be  convicted  of  malingering,  feign-  acknowledge  you  are  a  malingerer.' " 
ing,  or  producing  disease  or  infirmity,"  ^  [This  address  resembles  in  some  re- 
shall  '*  be  liable,  m  addition  to  corporal  spects  the  spirit  of  a  torture  warrant  of 
punishment,"  to  any  other  punishment  the  sixteenth  century,  of  which  the 
which  the  court  may  be  competent  to  following  are  two  specimens.    Shortly 
award.     Medical  officers  are  doubly  re-  after  the  accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
sponsible  in  cases  of  suspected  malin-  the  privy  council  directed  two  prisoners 
gerinff :   in  the  first  place,  because  it  is  to  be  examined ;  and  if  the  men  should 
usually  upon  their  evidence  that  a  sol-  persist  in  denying  the  fact,  they  were 
'  dier  is  convicted  ;  and  secondly,  inas-  "  to  be  brought  to  the  rack  and  to  feel 
much  as  they  are  required  co  certify  that  the  smart  thereof,  as  the  examiners,  by 
he  is  fit  to  undergo  punishment.  Medical  their  discretions,  shall  think  good  for 
evidence,  in  regard  to  malingering,  has  the  better  boulting  out  of  the  truth  of 
seldom  any  better  foundation  than  in-  the  matter."  'in  1565  a  letter  was  ad- 
ference  or  presumption ;  and  however  dressed  by  the  council  "  to  Lord  Scrope, 
improbable  the  allegations  of  a  man  directing  him  to  deal  tomewhat  sharply 
may  appear,  some  doubt  will  generally  with  Nicholas  Heath,  to  the  end  tnat 
enter  into  the  mind  of  a  medical  officer  he  should  declare  why  he  wandereth 
in  regard  to  the  existence,  in  a  greater  abroad,  and  if  he  will  not  be  plain,  to 
or  less  degree,  of  the  alleged  disability,  use  some  kind  of  torture  toward  him,  so 
of  which  doubt    the  accused  should  it  be  without  any  great  bodily  hurt."] 
have  the  benefit.    A  medical  officer  '*Next  Monday  came:   Darby  was 
may  certify  that  a  soldier  is,  in  his  almost  carried  up  from  below,  with 
opinion,  fit  for  duty,  although  it  is  scarcely  an  appearance  of  life  in  him, 
believed  he  will  rarely  consider  himself  his  back  by  no  means  healed,  from  the 
warranted  to  swear  that  a  man  is  not  efiects  of  the  punishment  he  had  re- 
suffering  more  or  less  under  physical  or  ceived.    Without  further  ceremony,  he 
mental    disease,— >  real    or    imaginary,  was  again    fastened  to    the    grating. 
Colonel  Campbell,  in  his  "  Excurtiont,  *  Drummers,  do  your  duty,'  sounded  in 
4rc."  gives  the  following  account  of  the  Darby's  terrified    ears.     I  confess   I 
flogging  of  a  suspected  malingerer  on  really    pitied    him  ;    his    appearance 
board  a  transport,  which  will  shew  deceivea  roe ;  and  I  knew  not  what  to 

how  the  articles  of  war  and  the  usages    think.    Colonel  D ,  however,  stood 

of  the  army  were  administered.  determined  to  go  through  what  he  had 
"  Darby  Star,  a  clean,  regular,  good-  begun.  During  the  infliction  of  25 
looking  soldier,  was  suspected  of  being  more  of  the  lashes,  which  I  noted  with 
rather  jAy,  and  tried  by  a  court  martial  an  unsteady  hand,  (Colonel  Campbell, 
for  feigning  disease.  It  appears  that  the  narrator,  being  the  adjutant  of  the 
the  principal  witnesses  for  tne  prosecu-  corps,)  Darby  called  out,  in  an  astonish- 
tion  were  the  surgeon  and  his  nospital  ingty  loud  voice  for  so  sickly* looking  a 
sergeant.  Darby  was  sentenced  to  wretch,  that  he  would  confess  anything 
receive  500  lashes,  and  tied  up  to  the  in  the  wide  world  if  he  would  only  be 
grating  at  the  gangway  of  the  ship,  and  forgiven.  '  Stop  !  you  confess  yourself, 
had  50  lashes  inflicted  upon  him  in  an  then,  to  have  been  all  along  a  ma- 
amazing  short  space  of  time.  *Stop,'  lingerer?'  'Dyes!'  groaned  Darby, 
said  his  stern  commander ;  '  will  you,  '  Speak  out,  sir,  so  that  all  on  board 
t)arby  Star,  confess  that  you  are  a  may  hear  you  distinctly.'  '  O  yes,  yes,' 
malingerer?'  Darby  was  speechless,  roared  Darby.  'Take  him  down.  Now, 
*  Go  on ;'  and  the  drum-major  was  told  sir,  you  must  convince  every  one  pre- 
to  see  that  the  drummers  did  their  sent  that  you  are  quite  recovered ;  and 
duty.  He  received  25  lashes  more,  to  shew  that  you  really  are  so,  you 
'Stop,  will  you  now  confess?'  In  a  must,  as  an  old  dancinf -master,  in> 
very  weak  voice  Darby  protested  that  stantly  give  us  a  jig.'  A  drummer  and 
he  was  as  innocent  as  tne  child  unborn,  fifer  were  ordered  to  be  in  readiness  to 
'Take  him  down.'  But  all  present  play  a  tune;  and  as  soon  as  he  was 
were  told  to  mark  their  commanding  dressed.  Darby  got  on  with  his  jig  in 
officer's  words ;  and  they  well  knew  his  first-rate  style." 
word  was  never  broken.  '  You,  master  The  proof  of  imposture  in  this  case 
Darby  Star,  shall  every  Monday  mom-  depends  on  the  same  fallacy  which 
ing  receive  50  of  the  500  lashes  to  attends  any  confession  that  may  be. 
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extorted  by  the  rack.    Evidence  thus  the  request  of  the  commanding  officer, 

obtained  is  a  deceitful  and  dangerous  who,  as  well  as  himself,  was  convinced 

instrument ;  for  many  persons  will  tell  that  the  man  was  feigning  disability  in 

any   kind   of  falsehood   rather   than  order  to  evade  duty ;  that  they  sent  the 

undergo  the  torture.    Besides,  it  should  man  to  be  examined,  and  if  he  (the 

be    recollected,    that    every    healthy  medical  officer)  should  be  of  the  same 

man  who  alleges  that  he  is  sick,  is  not  opinion,  the  tent-pitcher   was  to  be 

an  impostor ;  ne  may  with  all  honesty  forthwith  flogged.    The  man  was    a 

believethatheissuflering  under  disease,  strong,  hale,  stout-looking  fellow,  but 

and  unable  for  duty.    Shortly  before  with  a  somewhat  heavy  expression  of 

the  revolution  of  1793,  the  parliament  countenance*    He  complained  merely 

of  Paris  suspended  two  judges  from  of  headache,  and  feeling  languid, — and 

their  office,  who  had  ordered  the  execu-  looked  the  picture  of  health ;  his  tongue 

tion  of  a  man  for  the  alleged  murder  of  was  clean,  his  skin  was  cool,  but  nis 

a  woman,  proved  only  by  his  own  con-  pulse  was  a  little  lower  than  the  average, 

fession    under   torture,*-  the   woman  The  medical  officer  wisely  decided  that 

being  discovered  alive  within  two  years  further  inquiry  was  necessary,  and  the 

after  the  execution  of  the  supposed  adjutant  was  informed  that  the  man 

murderer.  was  not  well.     He  died  during  the 

Instead  of  bringing  an  alleged  ma-  night,probably  from  apoplexy.  Medical 

lingerer  at  once  before  a  court-martial,  officers  are  well  aware  that  serious  dis- 

I  think,  with  Dr.  Cheyne,  that  a  medical  ease  may  be  impending,  without  being 

board,   consisting   of  at    least   three  indicated  by  any    external  character 

medical  officers  of  mature  experience,  which  they  are  able  to  recognize  and 

would  be  found  the  better  tribunal  in  appreciate ;  and  men  who  appear  stout 

the    first   instance,    and    upon   their  and  well  may  be  very  ill,  although  they 

decision  the  ultimate  measures  should  cannot    state    their   cases    clearly. — 

be  grounded.    It  is  easy  to  infer  and  to  ( Medico-Chirtirgical  Review,   No.  79f 

allege,  that  a  soldier  is  fraudulently  p.  75.) 

feigning  a  disability;    but  it  is  fre-  Ignominious  punishments  were  for- 

quently  very  difficult  to  prove  satisfac-  meny  much  employed,  both  in  civil 

torily  thathe  id  not  more  or  less  affected  life  and  in  the  army ;  and  amone  this 

with  disease  or  disabilitv.    No  person  class  of  punishments,  the  wooden  horse 

should  be   convicted  of  the  crime  of  was  chiefly  used  in  punishing  soldiers, 

malingering  unless  it  be  very  satis-  According  to  Grose,  the  wooden  horse 

factomy  established  by  skilful  and  im-  was  formed  of  planks  eight  or  nine  feet 

partial  testimony.     A  medical  officer  long,  laid  together  so  as  to  form  a  sharp 

who   has  had    the   care    of    an  al-  ride  or  angle.    When  soldiers  were  sen- 

leged  malingerer,    and  who  has  re-  tenced  to  ride  the  wooden  horse,  they 

ported  him  to  his  commanding  officer,  were  placed  on  the  back  with  their 

may    have  so    far  identified  himself  hands  tied  behind  them;  and  to  in- 

with  the  accusation,  as  to  be  somewhat  crease  the  punishment,  muskets  were 

biassed  in  his  opinion  of  the  case  4  and  tied  to  their  legs.    There  appears,  how- 

consequently  a  court-martial  will  be  ever,  to  have  been  some  variety  in  the 

required  to  estimate  the  weight  of  his  mode  of  infliction,  as  may  be  seen  by 

testimony,  according  to  what  they  may  the  following  extract  from  Knox's  His- 

deem  its   real   value.      I  repeat  my  torical  Journal  of  the  Campaigns  in 

opinion,    that    no    man    should    he  North  America  in  the  years  1757 — 1760. 

punished  for  a  delinquency  so  difficult  *'  Yesterday  a  court-martial  sat  on  a 

to  appreciate  as  feigning  a  disability,  grenadier,  for  absenting  his  command 

but  upon  the  testimony  of  two  compe-  when  attacked  by  the  enemy :  he  was 

tent  and  impartial  witnesses.  found  guilty  of  cowardice,  and  I  think,'' 

Numerous  examples  might  be  ad-  says  our  author, '*  the  particular  pun ish- 

duced  to  shew  the  caution  which  should  ment  ordered  for  him  evinces  great  dis- 

be  observed  before,  a  medical  officer  cernment  in  the  members  of  uie  court, 

certifies  that  a  man  is  in  sound  health,  Their  sentence  ran  thus.     It  is  the 

and  fit  to  receive  corporal  punishment,  opinion  of  this  court,  that  the  prisoner 

In  a  regiment  of  native  infantry  (India)  is  a  notorious  coward,  and  they  sentence 

a  tent-pitcher  was  the  bearer  of  a  note  him  to  ride  the  wooden  horse  half  an 

from  the  adjutant  to  the  medical  officer,  hour  every  day  for  six  days,  with  a 

a  young  man,  stating  that  he  wrote  at  petticoat  on  him,  a  broom  in  his  hand, 
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ftnd  a  pAi>er  pinned  on  his  back,  bear-  and  an  ample  supply  of  nutritious  food, 
ing  this  inscription,  *  Such  is  the  re-  will  contribute  greatly  to  preserve  the 
ward  of  my  merit ;'  which  sentence  health  of  soldiers ;  but  humane  treat- 
was  duly  executed."    (Vol.  i.  p.  96.)  ment  is  of  immense  importance  in  pre- 

This   man    conducted   himself,    on  venting  disease  in  an  army ;  so  much  so, 

many  subsequent  conflicts  with    the  that  the  saying  is  not  far  from  truth, 

enemy,  in  a  manner  equal  in  courage  to  that  a  kind  cHptain  has  generally  a 

the  bravest  of  the  army.    Few  persons  healthy  company, 

are,  I  believe,  at  all  times  equally  dis-  As  a  proof  of  the  beneficial  influence 

posed  either  to    attack   or   resist  an  of  civilization,  I  may  state,  that  on  the 

enemy ;  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  Ist  of  May  1844,  the  Emperor  of  Russia 

a  coward  was  ever  made  a  brave  man  "  issued  an  ukase,  in  which  (as  already 

bv  disgracing  him.    Perhaps,  however,  in  the  ImperialGuards>,  the  bastinado  is 

alleged  cowards  are  punished  as   an  prohibited  in  the  whole  army,  except  in 

example,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  cases  of  extraordinary  criminality,  and 

men  more  afraid  of  the  triangles  than  that  in  Euch  cases  the  punishment  is  not, 

of  the  enemy,  and  hence  an  attempt  is  as  was  formerly  the  common  practice,  to 

made  to  excite  courage  by  the  passion  be  inflicted  at  the   direction  of  the 

of  fear.  colonel  of  the  regiment,  but  by  virtue 

The  Chinese  adopt  this  plan  to  pre-  of  a  sentence  pronounced  by  a  court- 
vent  cowardice.  Among  many  other  martial.  Those  persons  who  act  against 
duties  of  a  Chinese  soldier  in  warfare,  these  orders  are  to  be  severely  pun- 
it  is  ordered  that  "  he  who  wears  the  ished." 

dram  and  does  not  advance,  or  who  It  is  also  alleged,  that  the  King  of 
hears  the  gong  and  does  not  retire,  Prussia  has  wisely  and  mercifully  de- 
shall  suffer  the  same  punishment,  termined  on  the  abolition  of  flogging  in 
Strict  adherence  to  the  severities  of  his  dominions;  and  there  can  be  no 
martial  law  is  the  only  way  to  make  doubt,  that  in  proportion  to  the  justice 
brave  men  of  cowards."  and  respect  with  which  he  treats  his 

Sound  policy,  honesty,  and  humanity,  soldiers,  they  will  become  attached  to 

will  it  is  hoped  eventually  lead  to  an  his  service,  and  worthy  of  serving  him, 

alleviation  of  the  punishments  in  the  for  he  will  govern  men,  and  not  slaves ; 

army.     The  severe  punishments  and  he  will  himself,  by  this  act,  reap  honour 

harsh  usages  of  soldiers  are  the  results  not  only    for  a  deed  of  justice  and 

of  old  causes ;  and  our  generation  has  humanity,  but  for  the  elevation  of  the 

the  honour  of  contributing  to  their  im-  character  and  morals  both  of  men  and 

provement,  while  the  disgrace  of  their  oflScers. 

existence  belongs  to  a  former  state  of  In  1832,  an  excellent  project  for  a 

society.    We  see  the  progress  of  melio-  new  criminal  law  was  published  in 

ration  silent  but  sure  in  the  army  ;  by  Sweden.    The  enlightened  authors  of 

which  means  more  beneficial  effects  this  proposal  observe :    **  The  expe- 

will  be  produced  than  are  generally  rience    of    all    periods    and    of    all 

anticipated*.    Attention  to  cleanliness,  countries  shews,  that  extremely  severe 

-r-z ; ; TZTZ — TTITT^ — ZT  punishments  harden  instead  of  deter- 

lii?J?'SJSfS!f^?;^nS'c'£'i?'.'?d"S:S2;  nng."    in  accordance  wUh  a  humane 

in  the  anny,  owra^,  protmbly,  to  the  meliontinflr  view  of  the  object  and  nature  of  punish- 

it  was  at  one  time  a  mle  in  the  umy  to  fine  every  flogging,    which,    "as   being  of  short 

•oldier  who  had  the  miafortane  to  be  affected      

with  the  Tener«>al  disease.    A   man  who   was 

infected  with  one  gnde  of  the  disease  was  obliged  whose  fine  or  imniahment  was  a  mach  dreaded 
to  pay  half  a  guinea,  and  for  another  grade  he  penalty.  Half  a  guinea,  or  even  Ave  shilling, 
paid  five  shillings.  The  surgeon  of  the  r^reiment  was  a  great  sum  to  a  man  whose  income  vaned 
was  the  informer,  the  Judge,  and  the  xc-  from  three  to  four  shillings  a  week.  Manyarmv 
ceiver-genend.  By  the  civil  iHWBOf  the  country,  surgeons  recovered  this  odious  assessment  with 
an  informer,  I  believe,  never  receives  above  one  much  pain.  The  experience  o(  many  years  de- 
half  of  a  fine  which  is  levied  in  consequence  of  monstrated  that  the  remedy  was  not  calculated 
his  information ;  but  In  this  example  of  military  to  check  the  immorality  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
law, the  surgeon  pocketed  the  whole,  and  from  vent :  Indeed,  in  many  instances  the  fine  was 
his  jadgment  there  was  no  appeal.  It  is  obvious  found  to  be  productive  of  much  individual  dis- 
that  by  this  impolitic  law  a  surgeon  woald  be  tress,  and  an  aggravation  of  the  disabilities  of 
frequently  led  into  temptation,  his  interest  and  soldiers.  This  regulation  was  in  ftill  operation 
the  principles  of  hmnaoity  and  common  sense  as  late  as  1795,  but  st  what  period  it  was  abolished 
beinr  often  at  great  variance.  Soldiers,  as  I  do  not  exactly  know.  A  similar  role  obtained 
might  be  expected,  did  every  thing  in  their  power  in  the  Navy,  bat  it  had  been  abolished  before  that 
to  evade  the  summary  Jurisdiction  of  the  sarfeon,  date. 

883.— XXXV.  L 
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daration,  is,  for  the  individual  already  Dr.  Kellie,  and  their  real  acceptance 

morally  corrupted,  less  deterring  than  by  Dr.  Abercrombie  and  others.    We 

other  kin^  of  punishment.    In  him,  on  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Burrows  for  in- 

theother  hano,  whose  feeiine  of  human  forming  us,  that  in  the  presumed  ab- 

dienity  is  not  already  smotnered,  this  sence  of  atmospheric  pressure  on  the 

debasing  punishment  crushes  those  dis-  contents  of  the  cranium,  it  is  not  a 

positions  for  improvement  which  are  plenum  in  respect  to   its    contained 

rounded  in  human  nature,  and  brings  blood ;  and  that  we  need  not,  in  our 

him  to  despair."    All  other  deg^adin?  speculations,  limit  the  effects  of  deple- 

punishments— as  penance,  pillory,  and  tion  to  the  altering  the  relative  auanti- 

stocks,  are  also  excluded  from  the  pro-  ties  of  arterial  and  venous  blood  therein 

ject,  "  as  not  conducive  to  the  improve-  contained. 

ment  of  the  criminal,  and  likewise  fail-  In  June,  1828,  I  was  sent  for  early 
ing  to  awaken  in  others  a  warning  and  in  the  morning  to  the  Hon.  Mrs.  P.,  a 
an  aversion  for  crime."  Frequent  and  lady  aged  50,  apparently  of  a  nervous 
severe  punishments  have  a  decidedly  temperament,  and  of  a  habit  neither 
bad  effect,  in  some  instances  by  lace-  full  nor  spare.  She  was  described  as 
rating  the  feelings,  and  in  others  by  subject  to  head  attacks,  which  were 
hardening  the  minds  of  spectators.  sometimes  relieved  by  stimulants,  but 
in  their  severer  forms  requiring  deple- 

pwrnRn  op  pasfs  ^^^°-     ®^®  ^^  ^^  preceding  niffht 

RECORD  OP  CASES.  ^^^  ^^^^^  frightened  by  the  sudden 

By  Thomas  Mato,  M.D.  F.R.S.  death  of  a  servant.    Severe  pain  about 

_  ^   .  ^  ^  «x  „     1  w  the  vertex  came  on,  and  gradually  in- 

Fbjrricitt.  to  the  Indnnuy  of  tt.  M«yleb<«.e.  ^^^^^  j^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^j  ^^^  ^.^^^^'^^  ^ 

[Contimied  ftt)m  p.  IS.]  y^ry  excruciating  degree,  accompanied 

(Tbr  the  Medical  Gazette.)  by  a  sense  of  weight  and  by  sickness. 

when  I  saw  her  she  complained  of 

^     ni    J-      '    ^         IT*         *'  these  sensations,  and  of  extreme  cold- 

On  Bleeding  in  Cases  of  Conyeition.  ^^^  ^j^j^j^  appeared  to  be  creeping 

No  one  of  our  remedies  is  at  once  so  and  increasing  on  her.    The  piflse  was 

uncertain,  and  at  the  same  time  so^im-  small,  the  visage  contracted ;  the  legs 

port  ant  in  its  effects,  as,  in  a  certain  and  thighs  moved  spasmodically, 
class  of  cases,  the  removal  of  blood.  I  first  relieved  her,  and  somewhat 

The  class  of  cases,  to  which  I  here  lessened  the  coldness,  by  a  little  brandy 
allude,  are  such  as  it  is  usual  to  refer  and  water.  Then,  as  the  other  symp- 
to  what  is  called  congestion.  To  sys-  toms  were  rather  increasing  than  m- 
tematise  the  groups  of  symptoms  by  minishine,  I  directed  that  fourteen 
which  these  cases  are  characterised,  in  ounces  of  blood  should  be  taken.  The 
reference  to  treatment,  would  be  pre-  blood  at  first  flowed  unwillingly,  after- 
mature.  They  occur  in  very  different  wards  more  freely ;  and  when  this  be- 
illnesses,  and  start  up  occasionally  un-  gan  she  expressed  a  pcnse  of  diminished 
der  cireumstances  to  which  no  nosolo-  pain  and  returning  warmth.  Soon  af- 
gical  place  has  been  assigned.  It  has,  terwards,  the  spasms  and  pain  some- 
mdeea,  appeared  to  me,  that  the  most  what  returning,  I  allowed  about  eight 
effectual  way  of  rendering  them  in-  ounces  more  to  flow.  All  the  symp- 
Btructive  in  respect  to  therapeutics,  toms  were  from  this  moment  relieved, 
would  be  to  collect  and  enumerate  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  the  ac- 
them.  This  operation  must  precede  tion  of  an  aperient,  which  1  had  given, 
any  attempt  at  more  philosophical  occasioned  syncope,  and  was  followed 
views.  bv  severe   hysterical   symptoms.     In 

I  shall  here  adduce  three  cases  of  about  thirty -six  hours  from  the  time  at 

successful  depletion,  where  the  conges-  which  I  first  saw  her,  she  was  perfectly 

tion  had  been  cerebral ;  and  although  well. 

at  present  I  have  to  do  with  nothing        The  following  case   I  give  in  the 

except  facts,  I  cannot  neglect  the  op-  words  of  the  assistant  resident  practi- 

portunity  here  offered,  of  expressing  tioner  at  the  Marylebone  Infirmarv  :*- 

my  thankfulness  to  Dr.  George  Bur-  "  I  was  sent  for  on  the  night  of  the 

rows,  as  having  removed  the  tneoreti-  11th  of  November,  to  Joseph  Taylor, 

cal  difficulties  opposed  to  the  reception  in  the  workhouse.     I  found  him  quite 

of  such  facts  by  the  supposed  views  of  insensible ;   pupils  much  contracted ; 
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pulse  about  60,  and  very  low ;  the  ex-  lerated^  with  some  ronchus  on  hoth 

tremities  cold.    The  right  side  of  the  sides ;  but  there  was  little  heat  of  skin, 

body  was  affected  by  convulsive  move-  and  the  pulse  was  oppressed,  and  did  not 

ments,  which  occurred  at  intervals  of  exceed  sixty.     The  bowels  were  soft 

three  or  four  minutes,  and  lasted  the  and  pliant,  and  described  as  open  ;the 

same  length  of  time ;  the  left  side  was  urine  plentiful,  but  scalding.    He  also 

unaffected.    I  could  not  easily  ascer-  complained  of  heaviness  and  pulsation 

lain  how  long  he  had  been  in  that  at  the  occiput,  and  the  right  hyix>chon- 

atate.    For  the  last  two  or  three  days  driac  region  was  tender  on  pressure. 

he  had  been  complaining   to    thosa  He  wandered  sliehtiy  in  talk.    As  fax 

around  him  of  a  pain  in  the  head.     I  as  I  could  learn,  lie  had  been  ill  about 

gave  directions  for  his  removal  to  the  forty-eight    hours.      I    was    induced 

infirmary.    When  he  arrived  there  he  mainly  by  the  state  of  his  pulse,  as  be- 

was  in  a  state  of  partial  collapse ;  the  ing  inconsistent  with  simple  fever,  to 

face  and  extremities  of  a  pailid  blue  direct  the  removal  of  eight  ounces  of 

colour ;  the  pupils  still  contracted,  and  blood  from  the  nucha  by  cupping, 

insensible  to  light  5  the  contractions  of  Samat  Hydrarg.  Chtorid.  gr.  ij.;  Opti, 

the  lifflbfl  were  recurring  with  much  gr.  ^,  6tit. 

force.    As  he  appeared  a  strong  mus-  m.x^      -n     i^  ^    ^    ^      «■       j^ 

cular  man,  a  vein  was  opened?    The  ,   ^^^T?^  ^f^-  '^^^^  "^u^'  r  "*-^T 

pulse,  which  I  have  descnbed  as  low  ]^  dehnous,  being  much  relieved  by 

and  feeble,  improving  under  this  mea-  J^V^PP^ft    ^  now  learn  from  him, 

sure,  the  bleeding  wm  continued,  until  J^*'  ^^  /ell  down  m  the  street  msensi- 

he  had  lost  about  fifty  ounces,  Tconsi-  ^^  ^H^^yx  but  promptlv  came  to 

derable  quantity  being  also  spilt  on  the  J^^JJ    Occiput  stiU  very  hot ;  pulse 

floor  in  conseqdenee  &  the  spasms,  on  ^    The  bowels  have  not  acted, 

which  this  loss  of  blood  seemed  to  take  Sanmt  Pnlv.  Hyd.  Chlorid.  c.  Jalap,  gr. 

no  effect    As  soon  as  tlie  pulse  bejcnin  >▼•  statim. 

to  give  way  the  vein  was  closed.    The  6th.— Much   better  j   bowels    have 

symptoms  continued,  however,  in  every  a^ted  ftcely ;  pulse  54. 

degree  restored.     Keoourse  was  then  7th. — Mouth  affected.    Some  heavi- 

haa  to  cupping  on  the  temples.    When  ness  of  occiput  was  now  again  com- 

he  had  lost  about  six  ounces  (when  the  plained  of;  but  his  tongue  was  moist 

brain  was  depleted),  the    convulsions  and  cleaner,  his  bowels  open,  and  his 

suddenly  ceased,  and  the  pupils  began  general  appearance  much   improved, 

to  dilate  and  contract  irregularly.     In  I  ordered  nim  a  more  generous  diet, 

a  short  time  he  started  up  in  bed,  en-  namelv,   daily  meat,  he  having  had 

deavoured  to  mutter  somethinc^,  and  only  beef-tea   before.      This    chanse 

looked  about  him  in  a  bewildered  way.  agreed,  and  the  heaviness  of  head  sub- 

The  cupping  was  continued  until  he  sided.     By  the  14th  of  May  he  was 

had  lost  twenty  ounces ;  he  was  then  well.    His  pulse  had  become  70. 

sensible,  but  could  not  give  a  collected  in  the  above  three  cases  blood  was 

answer."  successfully  removed,  on  a  hypothesis 

These  symptoms  did  not  recur.    The  pf  cerebral  congestion.    In  the  follow- 

patient  was  brought  under  the  influence  ing  case  it  was  unMnecenfully  removed, 

of  mercury  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  on  a  similar  hypothesis,  which  turned 

whose  patient  he  was,  ana  in  the  space  out  on  subsequent  inquiries  to  have 

of  a  month  had  entirely  recovered.  been  delusive. 

This  man,  I  ought  to  observe,  had  Frances   Page,    a   well-grown  and 

recently  lived  well,  and  drunk  rather  healthily     constituted     infant,      was 

freely.  brought  into  the  infirmary  September 

27, 1844.    She  had  passed  out  of  an 

Thomas  Jenkins  was  admitted  dur-  attack  of  measles  three  weeks  before, 

ing  my  week  into  the  Mairlebone  In-  and  had  since  laboured  under  cough, 

firmary,  as  a  fever  case,  of  which  his  The  breathing,  though  not  distressed, 

appearance  gave  every  warrant.    His  is   uniformly   short   and  quick ;   the 

visage    was    contracted ;    prostration  aspect  dull ;  the  e^e  glassy ;  there  is 

considerable ;   tongue  coated,    brown,  no  evidence  of  pain  or  fever.    In  this 

and  dry.    The  breathing  slightly  acce-  state  of  symptoms  she  remained  to  the 
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6th  of  October.     In  the  course  of  this  whe  normal ;  as  were  all  the  viscera  ^{ 

time  three  leeches  were  once  applied  the  abdomen. 

to  the  sternum  ;  they  bled  freely,  and  In  this  case  it  may  be  conjectured, 
relieved  a  slight  increase  of  hurried  that  the  cerebral  phenomena  observed 
respiration,  which  had  occurred ;  also  by  me  during  life  resulted  from  an  im- 
one  Emplast.  Lvttie.  In  the  greater  perfect  supply  of  blood,  itself  in  an  im- 
part of  the  time  iPulv.  Hyd.  Chlorid.  c.  perfect  state  ;  and  that  the  abstraction 
Antim.  Pulv.  Conii  C.  aa.  gr.  ij.  were  of  a  part  of  this  supply  occasioned  the 
given  Svis.  fatal  train  of  cerebral  symptoms  which 

My  object  was  to  produce  resolution  then  set  in. 

of  a  state  of  hepatised  lung,  which  had  I  shall  take  leave  for  the  present  of 

probably  supervened,  though  I  failed  this  interesting  subject  with  the  fol- 

to   authenticate  this  by  auscultation  lowing  extract  from  the  posthumous 

or  percussion,  from  unwillingness  to  writings  of  Dr.  Parry,  of  Bath,  with 

expose  the  infant.    The  fact  itself  was,  which  my  own  experience  coincides,  in 

however,  of  the  most  common  occur-  its  yet  more  extended  application  to 

rence  in  those  infants  in  the  infirmary,  bleeding  in  cerebnil  congestion, 

in  whom  catarrh  had  succeeded  measles,  **  Difference  of  effect  between  smull 

unless  instantly  removed.  and  large  bfeedingt   in   hemipfegia, — 

On  the  8th  some  pyrexia  was  ob-  When  Dr.  H.,  who  was  above  70  years 

served,  and  about  that  time  she  was  of  age,  was  seized  with  hemiplegia,  in 

first  heard  to  hoop  by  the  nurse.    The  which  he  totally   lost  the  voluntary 

breathing  was  not  altered ;   she   was  power  of  his  arm  and  leg,  I  ordered 

constant^  sleeping,  or  irritable  during  nim  to  be  cupped.     This  was  done 

her  short  intervals  of  waking.  only  a  few  hours  after  the    seizure. 

Himdines  ij.  stemo.     Pt.  in  usu  puW.  ™^  *^«  ©Deration  was  Per^wTOi^^^^ 

supin  pnicript.  4ti8  horis.  when  only  four  ounces  of  blood  had 

lOthl-Emp.  Lytt«  nuch«.    Pulv.  Svis.  flowed  the  power  of  voluntary  motion 

m  his  limbs  returned ;  but  again  va- 

11th. — Thoracic  sj^mptoms  much  the  nished  by  the   time  ten  ounces  had 

same;    abdomen   distended;   restless-  been  taken  away *.^' 

ness.  The  lesson,  however,  here  conveved 

Mistnne  Assafoetida,  Jiv.  pro  enemate.  must  be  read  with  caution,  in  regard  to 

Pt.  in  pulv.  bis  quotidie.  the  inference  which  it  may  appear  to 

I4th.— A  second  enema  thrown  up  (To  be  continued.] 

yesterday;  on  each  occasion  restless-  

ness  quieted.     The   hooping  is  now  CASE  OF  PECTORAL  DISEASE, 

frequent.  . 

15th.— The  fixed  pupils  and  coma-  _   ..    _...      x-x    «^j-    fr»     « 

tose  aspect  of  countenance,  induced  me  ^  '*«  ^''•'^  ^'*«  ^'^'*^*''  ^«^'"'- 

to  apply  a  single  leech  to  the  temple.  Sir, 

From    this  very  free   bleeding    took  I  send  the  following  case,  imperfect  as 

place,  with  immediate  convulsions  and  i^  jg^  because  it  presents  some  points  of 

additional  coma,  continuing  till  death,  interest  connected  with  the  diagnosis 

which  occurred  at  noon  of  the  16th.  ^f  pectoral  disease,  which  I  think  may 

Po<|.fnor<em.— Brain  large  and  firm ;  render  it  worthy  a  place  in  your  pages, 

convolutions  unusually  deep ;  no  effu-  j  3,^^  sir 

sion  in  ventricles,    general  character  Yout  obedient  servant, 

rather  exsanguine,  but  not  abnormal  x.  Ooier  Ward,  M.D.  Oxon. 

many  other  point.  ai.  Lower  Phillimore  Place,  Kensington, 

Greater  part  of  both  lungs  non-cre-  oct.  is,  1S44. 

pitant,  of  a  nutmeg  colour,  generally  j   ^     «f    so  nnatmRn  •  hna  drnnk 

softer  than  the  usual  character  of  he-  ,  ^\  ^V®  «  D».  postman .  nas  drunk 

mti«iHon  5  but  detached  lobules  sink-  ^i  Vo '^Meri^^^^^         ^I^^h^ 

hg  in  watir.    Pleura  opaque,  and  with  T  '•       ^S         ^  ^  ^    t     !^a 

UJ5      woi^r.    *  ^^"/^J'f^H^r*  ^  stemious.    For  many  years  he  has  had 

either  cavity.  ^ 

^J^^f^^U  ^}'^^  ^l^^^'^  •  ««"">  Writinn  of  the  IMe  C.  H.  Jtary. 

-^enOiclc  of  the  heatt,  which  was  other-  v«i.  i.  page  474. 
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t»m  in  the  region  of  the  heart,  unless  with  great  enlargement  of  liver,  form- 
his  fist  was  doubled  under  him  at  that  ing  a  nard  projecting  tumor  in  eplgns- 
part.    About  four  years  ago,  he  was  trium;  impulse  of  heart  felt  considerable 
first  laid  up,  and  since  that  time  his  to  right  of  sternum  as  though  it  shook 
attacks  have  increased  in  frequency,  the  liver,  and  was  connected  with  it; 
severity,  and  duration,  till  the  last,  severe  pain  along  edge  of  cartilages  of 
which  proved  fatal  in  thirteen  weeks,  left  side,   and  extending   downwards 
He  came  under  my  care  a  year  and  a  towards  umbilicus,  so  that  he  could 
half  ago,  when  he  comnlained  of  cough  neither  bend  nor  Straighten  himself,  nor 
with  white  viscid  and  frothy  expectora-  lie  down,  but  he  rested  chiefly  leaning 
tion,  dyspnoea,  aggravated  by  going  up  forward  over  the  back  of  a  chair  for  the 
hill,  and  being  out  in  cold  and  foggy  last  month.  Pulse  almost  imperceptible, 
weather :  pain  under  lower  ribs  of  left  He  was  sensible  to  the  last 
side,  increased  by  a  full  inspiration ;  part  Sectio    cadaver  is  *22  hours  p.  m.  — 
tender  to  pressure ;  violent  palpitation  Countenance    placid:  jaundice,  great 
of  heart,  consisting  of  tumultuous  re-  cedema  of  lower  limbs,   with  ecchy- 
petitions  of  the  first  sound,  with  pretty  moses     where    plyctenee     had    been, 
strong  impulse  and  bellows  murmur  to  Ossification  of  cartilage  of  fourth  ribs, 
left  of  sternum,  but  this  was  not  always  Lungs  not  much  collapsed ;  on  opening 
audible;  extensive  dulness  over  prss-  lungs,  anterior  portions  emphysema- 
cordial  space;  and  the  action  of  the  tous  and    cottony,    and   lower    front 
heart  visible  in  epigastrium  and  left  portion  of  upper  lobe  of  the  left  lung 
hypochondrium ;  dulness,  but  not  great,  drawn  out  in  a  broad  flat  strip  like 
over  painful  portion  of  left  side,  with  a  dog's  ear  in  front  of  the  heart,  which 
moist  crepitation  in  the  same  part,  and  occupied  the  front  of  the  chest,  pushing 
mucous  rattle  for  a  small  space  above ;  the  mediastinum  far  to  the  right.    The 
respiratory  murmur  clear  in  front  and  left  lung  was  generally  adherent  to  the 
over  ri^ht  side  of  chest,  except  during  pleura  both  by  old  and  more  recent  ad- 
some  violent  attacks,  when  there  were  nesions,  and  the  lower  lobe  was  much 
mucous  rattles  at  back  and  lower  part  compressed  by  the  heart,  and  cedematous, 
of  right  lung.    The  moist  crepitation  giving  out  a  bloody,  frothy  fluid  when 
was  permanent  on  the  left  side,  even  cut  into.    The    right    lung    had    no 
where  there  was  no  morbid  pulmonary  adhesions;  both  lungs  contained  much 
ftfiection.    Pulse  very  weak  and  irre-  black  matter  with  congestion  of  the 
gular,  not  so  frequent  as  the  impulse  depending  portions,  but  there  was  no 
and  ventricular  sounds,  and  the  weak-  effusion    of  serum    in    either  pleura, 
ness  of  the  pulse  always  increased  with  Bronchial  membrane  deep  red.    Heart 
the  urgency  of  the  dyspncea  and  other  enormously  enlarged,  and  all  its  cavities 
symptoms.     No    regurgitation    along  and   the  great  vessels  on  both  sides 
jugular  veins.    Considerable  fulness  of  gorged  with  black  coagula.    Its  size 
epigastrium  and  right  hypochondrium  and  weight  were  fully  three  times  as 
from  enlarged  liver.    Tongue  usually  great  as  natural ;  every  part,  including 
pretty  clean,  but  during  attacks  coated  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  vessels,  was 
over  with  a  thick  pellicle,  peeling  off  in  dilated,  but  without  thickening  of  the 
patches  as  the  attack  subsided ;  appetite  walls  or  insufllciency  of   the  valves* 
bad,  with  thirst  and  some  fever :  oedema  except  the  mitral,  which  I  unfortunately 
of   the    ankles ;    urine     variable    in  omitted  to  examine  with  care.    Some 
colour  and  quantity   during   attacks,  atheromatous  deposits  in  the  coronary 
but  latterly  containing  some  albumen,  arteries,  but  not  of  sufficient  extent  to 

The  treatment  that  suited  him  best  interfere  with  their  circulation.  No 
consisted  of  occasional  leeching  and  serum  in  the  pericardium,  which  ad- 
blistering  affected  side,  mild  purgatives  hered  to  the  heart  in  two  points  near 
chiefly  saline,  and  saline  diuretics  with  the  apex  of  the  left  veilfricle;  and  here 
digitalis  and  a  gentle  narcotic.  He  the  surface  of  the  heart  seemed  more 
could  not  bear  strong  depletion  of  any  vascular  than  elsewhere  for  the  space 
kind.  of  a  penny-piece  round  the  adhesions. 

In  the  last  attack,  in  addition  to  the  The  hver  was  enlarged,  hardened, 

symptoms  above  mentioned,  there  was  projecting  across  the  epigastrium,  of 

jaundice,  orthopnoea,  enormous  oedema  nutmeg  character,  and  its  lobes  bound 

of  the  legs  and  thighs  with  phlyctence;  together  by  slight  adhesions.     Gall- 

dulness  of  priecordium  much  extended,  bladder  full  of  green    bile.      Spleen 
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rather  enlarged,  firm,  and  its  surface 
dotted  over  with  cartilaginous  deposits. 
Kidnies  enlarged,  hut  presenting  no 
other  unusual  appearance  than  minute 
red  ^[ranules  (prohahly  congested  Mal- 
pighian  glandules)  interspersed  through 
the  cortical  portion.  The  stomach  and 
intestines  were  not  examined. 


character,  and  therefore  unfit  to  mam* 
tain  in  their  ordinary  Tigour  the  mus* 
cular  fibres  of  the  heart,  by  the  stimulus 
of  arterial  blood.  This  enfeebled  state 
of  the  left  ventricle  vnll  also  explain 
why  the  aorta  and  left  side  of  the 
heart  were  distended  with  blood  as  black 
as  that  in  the  ven«  cav». 


OBSERVATIONS 

ONTHI 


Observations.— The  chief  point  of 
interest  in  this  case  was  the  persistence 
of  the  moist  crepitation,  confined  to 
the  base  of  the  left  lung,  both  during    STRUCTURE  OF  THE  CORPUS  LU- 
the  acute  attacks  of  pain,  fever,  &c.        TEUM,  and  its  VALUE  AS  A  TEST 


OF  EARLY  PREGNANCY. 
Bt  Robkrt  Lbs,  M.D.,  F.R.S. 

(For  the  London  Medical  OazetteJ 


and  during  the  intervals  of  comparative 
health;  and  in  talking  over  the  case 
with  a  distinguished  auscultator,  I 
ventured  to  suggest  that  there  might  be 
local  cedema   of  that  portion  of  the 

lung ;  but  his  idea  w^as  that  the  crepi-  From  the  dissection   of  five  human 

tation  was  the  result  of  chronic  inflam-  corpora  lutea,  after  recent  impresna- 

mation  of  the  lung.    Of  this,  however,  tion,  and  from  an  examination  of  all 

there  were  no  traces  found;    and  as  the  preparations    of   human    corpora 

cedema  did  exist  after  death,  I  am  in-  lutea  in  the  Hunterian  Museum  of  the 

duced  to  believe  that  it  was  produced  College  of  Surgeons,  I  concluded  that 

during  life  b^  pressure  of  the  dilated  the  corpus  luteum  **  is  neither  produced 

heart  preventing  the  return  of  the  blood  by  a  thickening  of  the  inner  layer  of 

from  the  lowest  portion  of  the  lung,  the  Graafian  vesicle,  nor  by  a  deposit 

which  was  also  bound  down  by   nu-  of  a  new  substance  between  its  coats, 

merous  strong  adhesions.    The  same  but  that  it  is  formed  around  the  outer 

cause  doubtless,  condensed  the  band  of  surface  of  both   these   coats  of  the 

lung  that  stretched  from  the  upper  Graafian  vesicle,  and  that  the  stroma 

lobe  in  front  of  the  heart.    If  tnis  of  the  ovarium  is  in  immediate  contact 

notion  be    correct,   this  is   the    first  with  the  external  surface  of  the  yellow 

instance  of  local  oedema  of  one  lung  matter." 

that  1  have  been  able  to  meet  ¥rith.  Before  the  paper  containing  this  con- 
either  observed  by  myself,  or  recorded  elusion  was  nresented  to  Uie  Royal 
by  others.  The  jogging  impulse  of  the  Medical  and  Chirnrgical  Society,  these 
heart,  imperceptible,  or  at  least  inter-  five  corpora  lutea,  resulting  from  im- 
mitting  at  the  wrist,  with  bellows  pregnation,  were  often  examined  by 
murmur  over  the  mitral  valve,  may,  I  oir  Astley  Cooper,  Mr.  Wharton  Jones, 
think,  be  accounted  for  by  the  dilated  and  other  distinguished  anatomists, 
left  ventricle  being  unable  to  empty  it-  who  were  all  satisfied  that  both  layers 
self  at  one  contraction,  at  the  same  of  ihe  Graafian  vesicle  were  within  the 
time  that  the  stream  of  blood  was  yellow  matter,  and  that  this  had  no 
divided  between  the  aorta  and  the  membranous  layer,  or  any  thing  else, 
patent  mitral  valve,  producing  a  sound  interposed  between  it  and  the  stroma 
of  regurgitation  through  the  latter,  and  of  the  ovary.  Dr.  Todd,  who  was  ap- 
not  ^ing  able  to  propel  the  column  of  pointed  by  the  Society  to  examine  the 
blood  in  the  dilated  aorta  with  suf-  preparations  and  drawings  which  ac- 
ficient  force  to  produce  a  pulse  at  the  companied  the  paper,  came  to  the  same 
wrist.  This  view  will  also  explain  the  conclusion.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  took  a 
greater  weakn^  of  the  pulse  during  great  interest  in  this  subject,  and  after 
an  asthmatic  attack,  for  tne  bronchi^  much  investigation,  said  there  was  no 
and  vesicular  membranes  being  oh-  fact  in  anatomy  more  completely  de- 
structed  and  less  fitted  at  this  time  for  monstrated. 

their    function     of    oxygenation,    a  Soon' after  the  publication  of  this 

greater  supply  of  blood  would  be  re-  paper  on  the  structure  of  the  corpus 

quired  from  the  heart  in  the  right  side,  futeum,   in    the  22d  volume   of   the 

while  that  returned  from  the  lungs  to  Medico-Chirur^ical  Transactions,  1839, 

the  left  side  would  be  deteriorated  in  there  appeared  in  the  5dd  volume  of 
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the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sar£[ical  this  is  cut  through,  aud  elevated  with 

Jouroa],  January  1840,  Observations  the  forceps,  the  naked  corpus  luteum 

on  Corpora  Lutea,  by  Robert  Paterson,  comes  immediately  into  view.     Now 

M.D.,  in  which  the  following  state-  what  else  can  this  second  tunic  be  but 

ment'was  made : — "  Professor  %aer,  of  the  external  membrane  of  the  Graafian 

Konigsberg,  believes  that   the  corpus  vesicle  ?  This  arrangement  may  be  de- 

luteum  is  notbinff  more  than  the  inter-  monstrated  not  in  the  cow  alone,  for  it 

nal  membrane  of  the  Graafian  vesicle  is  easily  to  be  seen  in  the  sheep  and 

in  a  state  of  hypertrophy.     This  opi-  pig,  as  well  as  the  human  subject.    We 

nion,  from  the  celebnty  of  its  author,  cannot  understand  how  Dr.  Lee  has 

has  been  extensively  adopted  by  the  fallen  into  this  error,  unless  it  be  from 

profession.    The  other  view,  which  has  the  circumstance  of  not  having  exa- 

oeen  lately  advanced  bv  Dr.  Lee,  of  mined  the  state  of  parts  in  the  lower 

London,  is  that  the  substance  of  the  animals,  where,  as  in  the  cow,  they  are 

corpus  luteum  is  deposited  external  to  exceedinglv  manifest." 

botn  layers  of  the  Graafian  vesicle,  and  Before  the  publication  of  mv  paper 

consequentlv  between  it  and  the  proper  in    the    Medico-Chirurgical   Transac- 

substance  or  the  ovary.     This  opinion  tions,  I  had  examined  the  corpus  lu- 

Dr.  Lee  has  been  led  to  advance,  from  teum  of  the  cow  and  sheep,  and  had 

having  noticed  in  one  or  two  early  cases  ascertained  that  it  is  not  covered  by  two 

that  he  could  divide  the  thick  internal  membranes,  but  is  likewise  in  imme- 

lining  of  the  corpus  luteum  into  two  diate  contact  with  the  stroma  of  the 

layers,  while  the  external  covering  of  ovary. 

it  appeared  to  be  simply  the  condensed  Dr.  Paterson  savs,  he  '*  had  many 
cellular  tissue  of  the  ovary*.  Before  opportunities  of  observing  that  the 
the  appearance  of  Dr.  Lee's  paper,  I  proper  substance  of  the  corpus  luteum 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  observ-  was  covered  by  two  membranes,"  but 
ing  that  the  proper  substance  of  the  his  paper  contains  a  reference  only  to 
corpus  luteum  was  covered  by  two  five  recent  human  corpora  lutea,  and 
membranes ;  first,  by  its  cellular  en-  in  three  out  of  these  five  there  was  no 
velope,  a  continuation  of  the  proper  ovum  found  within  the  uterus  to  prove 
cellular  tissue  of  the  ovary;  and,  se-  that  impregnation  had  ever  taken  place, 
condly,  by  an  immediately  investing  and  that  tney  were  true  corpora  lutea, 
thick  ana  distinct  membrane.  Since  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  term.  Dr. 
then,  however,  1  have  paid  additional  Paterson  merely  presumed  that  they 
attention  to  this  subject,  and  have  had  were  corpora  lutea  resulting  from  im- 
much  pleasure  in  demonstrating  both  pregnation,  and  stated  that  they  were 
these  layers  to  Dr.  Simpson,  and  a  so  without  furnishing  proofl  On  what 
number  of  professional  friends,  as  well  evidence  his  presumption  rested  that 
as  to  the  members  of  the  Anatomical  they  were  corpora  lutea  resulting  from 
Society  of  the  town.  Any  one  may  j>regnancy,  the  following  singular  his- 
eatisf]^  himself  of  this  by  a  verv  simple  tory  will  shew : — 
experiment.  Let  him  procure  the  ovary  ''  A  lamplighter,  residing  in  the  Ca- 
of  a  cow  containing  the  corpus  luteum.  nongate,  was  indicted  for  the  murder 
In  this  animal  the  parts  are  so  large  of  his  wife.  It  appeared  that  the  par- 
as to  be  easily  distinguished.  An  in-  ties  had  been  married  eight  years,  and 
cision  is  to  be  careful^  made  through  had  had  no  family.  The  man  was  a  sober 
the  peritoneum  and  proper  tissue  of  and  decent  person,  while  the  woman 
the  ovary,  and  then  turning  their  edges  was  addicted  to  the  use  of  spirits.  Lat- 
aside  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced  terly  she  had  become  acquainted  with 
in  turning  out  the  corpus  luteum  from  a  young  man,  whose  frequent  visits  to 
the  ovary.  On  examining  it  we  find  her  in  the  absence  of  her  husband  ex- 
that  it  is  still  covered  with  its  cellular  cited  suspicion  against  them.  This 
envelope.  Upon  cutting  gently  through  man,  in  a  fit  of  passion  and  jealousy, 
this,  and  reflecting  it,  we  find  that  tne  inflicted  on  her  head  wounds  which 
orange-coloured  corpus  luteum  is  still  proved  fatal.  The  uterine  organs  were 
covered  by  a  proper  tunic,  and  when  removed  at  the  inspection,  and  exa- 

mined   afterwards.     The  right  ovary 

*  The  munber  of  corpora  latea  referral  to  and  presented  externally  an  enlargement  of 

tabe.  Dr.  P.  ndocea  tbeir  number  to  one  or  two.  dark  purple  colour,  having  several  mi- 
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nute  veBsels  ramifying  on  its  surface ;  or  folds  running  through  it.  After 
a  distinct  depression  m  its  centre,  and  immersion  in  spirits,  these  striee  as- 
the  appearance  of  a  minute  cicatnx.  sumed  a  yellow  colour,  and  the  inter- 
On  cutting  into  it,  the  structure  and  nal  membrane  could,  with  delicacy,  be 
appearance  of  a  very  early  corpus  lu-  raised  up  from  the  substance  of  the 
teum  was  observed,  which  was  formerly  corpus  luteum.  The  uterus  of  this 
described.  The  uterus  contained  an  case  was  a  little  enlarged,  and  con- 
extremely  soft  decidual  membrane,  but  tained  an  extremely  thin  and  soft  de- 
fto  ovum  could  be  detected,  although  cidual  membrane*." 
minutely  and  carefully  examined.  In-  From  the  preceding  history  and  de- 
deed,  although  this  person  had  con-  scription,  and  coloured  representation 
ceived,  there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  of  this  body  in  the  ovary  in  a  recent 
the  puckered  and  contracted  appear-  state,  I  was  led  to  conclude  that  it  was 
ance  of  the  ^mbriated  extremities  of  nothing  but  a  coagulum  of  blood,  such 
the  fallopian  tube,  which  would  hardly  as  I  have  seen  in  a  multitude  of  cases 
admit  of  a  small  probe  to  enter,  that  where  impregnation  had  never  taken 
no  ovum  could  have  passed  into  them,  place,  nor  any  suspicion  of  pregnancy 
In  this  case  it  is  possible  that  the  wo-  been  entertained,  l  had  never  observed 
man  had  conceived  by  her  husband ;  a  corpus  luteum,  in  the  earliest  stage, 
but  it  is  more  probable  that  she  had  undoubtedly  resulting  from  impregna- 
not,  and  that  tne  husband  had  great  tion,  so  completely  resemble  a  mass  of 
cause  of  provocation."  But  let  us  sup-  coagulated  blood  in  the  ovary.  To  call 
pose,"  adds  Dr.  P.,  "  that  the  husband  this  a  true  "  corpus  luteum,"  or  one 
had  been  absent  for  a  month  or  so,  and  resulting  from  pregnancy,  seemed  un- 
had  inflicted  similar  blows  on  his  re-  warranted.  In  aU  the  true  corpora 
turn,  it  would  have  become  a  question  lutea  in  my  possession,  the  convoluted 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  have  de-  yellow  matter  was  seen  outside  the  two 
termined  not  only  if  that  was  a  true  layers  of  the  -Graafian  vesicle,  inter- 
corpus  luteum,  but  whether  or  not  it  spersed  with  radiating  bands ;  but  no- 
was  possible  to  have  been  produced-—  tning  of  this  appeared  from  Dr.  P.'s 
the  result  of  a  conception  before  his  delineation,  but  the  appearance  of  a 
departure.  Although  this  case  is  in  clot  of  blood,  with  a  layer  of  lymph  or 
80  far  imaginary,  yet  the  circumstances  fi brine  in  the  centre.  These  circum- 
supposed  are  very  likely  to  have  hap-  stances,  conjoined  with  the  following 
pened,  and  the  appearances  observed  strikinG^  facts,  viz.  the  appearance  of  a 
m  the  ovary,  if  carefully  examined,  single  layer,  alleged  to  be  the  internal 
would  either  have  been  set  down,  on  layer  of  the  Graafian  vesicle,  in  the  in- 
the  one  hand,  as  a  clot  of  blood,  or  as  terior,  whilst  there  was  said  to  be  a 
bearing  at  least  none  of  the  marks  of  proper  capsule  outside,^no  ovum  found 
the  corpus  luteum,  as  described  by  witnin  the  uterus,— and  the  still  more 
authors."  striking  fact  mentioned  by  Dr.  P.,  that 

The  following  description  is  given  of  the  fallopian  tube  was  so  contracted 

this  body  by  Dr.  P.  : —  *•  that  no  ovum  could  have  passed  into 

"  Upon  making  a  section  of  this  cor-  it,"  fulljr  justified  me  in  drawing  the 

pus  luteum,  blood  exuded  abundantly  conclusion,  that  this  red  body  in  the 

from  the  whole  cut  surface  of  the  ovary,  ovary  was  not  the  result  of  impregna- 

This  blood   havine  been    gently  re-  tion,  and  was  neither  a  true  nor  a  false 

moved,  it  presented  very  nearly  the  ap-  corpus  luteum,  but  a  clot  of  blood, 

pearance  seen  in  fig.  2.     The  cellular  With  this  conviction,  I  stated  in  my 

tissue  of  the  immeaiately  surrounding  fifth  lecture  that  I  believed  this  to  bie 

portion  of  the  ovary  was  very  much  a  false  corpus  luteum  (the  term  corpus 

filled  withblood,andtheextemaimargin  rubrum  would  have  been  more  correct), 

of  the  corpus  luteum  was  of  an  intensely  and  made  the  following  remarks  upon 

dark  colour;  thicker,  however,  on  one  it  in  a  paper  On  the  Value  of  the  Cor- 

side  than   the   other.     The   internal  pus  Luteum  and  Deciduous  Membrane 

membrane,  which  was  of  a  bluish  co-  as  Tests  of  Early  Pregnancy,  published 

lour,  and  partly  filled  with  blood,  was  in  the  Medical  Gazette,  December  12, 

irregular  in  its  shape;  and  between  it  1842:— "It  is  inferred  from  this  sin- 

and  the  dark  external  margin,  formerly     — -- — ;; — ■ — 7—7- — ^    „  ^   . 

aiiu  iiic  ««!«.          „„K-.„„  *     'a   ^f  i  *  Thejpreparation  U  stated  by  Dr.  P.  to  be- 

roenttoned,    the   substance  was  ot  a  j      ^^  ^  Simmon,  to  whom  be  exprest*  fail 

brighter  red  colour,  having  dark  Btri«  obiigitioiM  for  allowing  him  toexamine  it. 
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gular  history,  although  no  OTum,  nor  the  uterus."   The  decidua  is  someLimea 

any  vestige  of  an  ovum,  could  be  de-  produced  in  cases  of  difficult  menstru' 

tected  on  the  most  minute  and  careful  ation  ;  and  it  is  important  to  remember 

examination,  neither  embryo,  vesicula  that  it  mav  be  mistaken  for  abortion, 

umbilicalis,  amnion  nor  chorion,  that  It  resembles  it  in  the  pains,  discharge 

this  murdered  woman  was  pregnant,  of  blood,  &c.    But  the  one  presents  an 

and  that  she  was  an  adultress.    Not  embryo,  at  various  stages  of  increase, 

only  is  the  pregnancy  considered  a  fact  while  in  the  other  that  is  altogether 

of  absolute  certainty,  but  the  red  clot  wanting.     It  seems  now  agreed  that 

of  blood  in  the  ovarium,  which  does  the  discharge  of  this  membrane  (reco^- 

not  present  one  of  the  characters  of  a  nised  by  Dr.  Baillie  to  be  similar  la 

true  corpus  luteum-— into  ilw  compost-  structure  to  the  decidua)  occurs  fre« 

tion  of  which  there  does  nut  enter  a  quently  in  unmarried  females.  It  would 

particle  of  yellow  matter — is  described  appear  to  be  generated  spontaneously 

as  a  corpus  luteum  '  a  very  short  time  by    the    inner  membrane  lining  the 

after  the  rupture  of  the  Graafian  vesi-  uterus." 

cle  and  escape  of  the  ovule.'  An  ovule  It  was  observed  at  the  commencement 
which  was  never  seen  is  presumed  to  of  this  paper,  that  **  If  from  conviction 
have  escaped  from  this  ovary ;  but  on  I  could  alter  my  opinion  on  Dr.  Pater- 
disseotion,  though  hunted  out  with  the  sou's  corpora  lutea  it  would  afford  me 
greatest  care,  it  was  nowhera  to  be  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  do  so;  for 
found.  My  conscientious  belief  is,  that  I  know  from  experience  that  the  plea- 
a  feeundoted  oeum  never  existed  here  sure  of  renouncing  an  error  is  only 
at  nil,  and  that  this  woman,  who  had  equalled  by  the  delight  felt  on  discover- 
lived  eight  years  with  her  husband,  ing  a  new  truth,"  No  opportunity, 
and  was  barren,  and  whose  internal  however,  was  ever  offered  me  of  arriving 
uterine  appendages  were  in  a  state  at  this  conviction, 
which  rendered  pregnancy  impossible.  Dr.  Paterson  considered  these  criti- 
or  at  least  highly  improbable,  died  cisms  unjust,  and  as  calculated  to  put 
during  menstruation.  I  have  so  often  an  "  incubus,"  as  he  says,  upon  his 
«een  all  the  appearances  here  described  character  as  an  observer.  Nearly  two 
in  the  ovaria  and  uterus  of  women  who  years  after  they  had  been  published,  he 
have  never  been  pregnant,  that  I  have  *'  resolved,  by  the  advice  of  some  pro- 
no  doubt  of  the  fact.  If  I  were  sum-  fessional  friends  (whose  names  are  not 
moned  into  a  court  of  justice,  I  would  mentioned),  to  submit  the  preparation 
have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  upon  to  my  inspection."  "  My  friend.  Dr. 
oath,  from  the  evidence  furnished,  tnat  Bowman,  of  Sunderland/'  he  says, 
the  proofs  of  pregnancy  were  wholly  *<  submitted  it  to  you,  not  suspecting  it 
wanting.  Witn  this  deep  conviction  was  the  identical  specimen  so  much 
upon  my  mind,  I  could  not  avoid  draw-  discussed."  It  will  be  seen  by  the 
ing  the  attention  of  my  class  to  this  following  letter  that  all  the  facts  of 
case,  and  imploring  them  to  be  cautious  the  case  were  carefully  concealed, 
how  the^  gave  evidence  in  courts  of  in  order  that  I  might  arrive  the 
law  to  cnminate  unmarried  women  who  more  certainly  at  a  correct  conclusion, 
have  committed  suicide,  or  died  sud-  and  avoid  the  danger  of  error !  To 
denly  from  any  cause."  render  the  opinion  which  I  was  to  give 
*'  But,"  says  Dr.  P.,  *'  the  uterus  of  of  the  greatest  weight,  the  preparation 
this  case  (woman  ?)  was  a  liitle  en-  was  wrapped  up  in  linen  rags,  having 
larged,  and  contained  an  extremely  the  appearance,  from  their  colour  and 
thin  and  soft  decidual  membrane.  The  smell,  of  having  recently  been  em- 
utter  worthlessness  of  the  decidua  as  a  ployed  at  a  post-mortem  examination  at 
test  of  pregnancy  found  in  the  uterus  Monkwearmouth  !  Nothing  was  said 
of  this  case  (!)  will  easily  be  estimated  about  the  murder  of  the  woman,  of  the 
from  the  following  quotation  from  Dr.  decidua  in  the  uterus,  of  the  contracted 
Blundell's  Lectures,  and  also  the  real  tube,of  the  bright  red  colour  of  the  mass 
value  of  the  microscopical  researches  in  the  ovary,  and  the  blood  which 
determined  which  have  led  to  the  re-  escaped  in  profusion  when  it  was 
vival  of  an  antiquated  and  exploded  opened,  nor  of  the  four  years  the  pre- 
€rror,  viz.  that  the  decidua  is  nothing  paration  had  been  in  alcohol.  It  was 
but  the  altered  mucous  membrane  of  not  considered  necessary  for  the  re- 
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moval  of  the  **  incubus"  on  Dr.  Pater-  the  walls,  cavity,  cerrix,  or  orifice  of 

son's  "character  as  an  observer"  that  the  uterus,  to  indicate  that  recent  im- 

any  of  these  facts  should  be  revealed.  pregnation  had  taken  place.    If,  there- 

Monkwewmoiitb,  May  9, 1844.  «>«»   "   I>r.   Paterson   States,    "  the 

Dear  Bir,— I  Yenture  to  encroach  on  your  °^?"'  °^  this  case  was  a  little  enlarged, 

valuable  time,  to  ask  your  opinion  of  the  and  contained  an  extremely  thin  and  soft 

accompanying  pi«paration  iUustratiTe  of  a  decidual  membrane*'  when  first  0|iened, 

point  to  which  the  medical  world  knows  yoo  ("^  enlargement  had  entirely  disap- 

to  have  paid  mndi  attention.  peared,  and  the  thin  and  soft  decidual 

Is  the  corpus  lateam  iii  this  case  a  tme  or  membrane  completely  vanished,  when 

falae  one  ?    It  was  taken  from  the  body  of  a  the  uterus  came  into  my  possession* 

female  upwards  of  thirty  years  of  rge.    She  Why   "  no   ovum  could   be  detected, 

died  suddenly,  and  no  accurate  informatioii  though    minutely    and    carefully   ez« 

could  be  gained  regarding  her  last  menstrual  amined,  was  now  fully  explained." 

periods.     Sereral  medical  gentlemen  ba?e  The  Jimbriated  extremiiy  of  the  rigki 

examined  the  corpus  luteum,ud  are  so  much  faUapian  tube  had  adhered  throughout 

divided  in  opuuon  ^ut  it.  that  they  would  nearly  its  whole  extent  by  old,  lense, 

feel  deeply  mdebtod  to  you  to  examme  it,  ^y^  membranes,  so  as  to  fix  the  tube 

Tn^oT  ""          ^""^               "^  immoveably  in  its  unnatural  position, 

I  hop^  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  ex-  «»d  '^"^er  it  incapable  of  performing 

cuse  the  ^t  liberty  a  stLiger  thus  ven-  »^  functions.     Neither  spermaUc  fluid 

tures  to  take ;  but  knowing  your  kindness,  ^^uld  have  passed  from  the  uterus  to 

and  having  every  confidence  in  your  opinion.  ™  ovanum,  nor  could  an  ovum  have 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  your  obedient  ^^^^  transmitted  from  the  ovarium  to 

servant,  the  uterus.     These  firm  false  mem- 

Hbnbt  O.  Bowman,  M.D.  branes  had  been  extensively  divided 

Dr.  Lee,  artificially,  but  by  placing  the  cut  ends 

P.S.-AS  the  preparation  belongs  to  a  i"  app<»ition,  it  was  obvious  that  the 

medical  friend,  who  was  so  kind  as  to  aUow  ?-^'T>"«  fimbnatumhad  been  extensively, 

me  to  examine  it,  I  shall  feel  obBgcd  by  your  "  not  comoletely,  adherent  to  the  ovary, 

returning  it  with  your  decision.     If  it  were  ^^^  P*'  ''*£„^"^  ™"»^  ^^®  *^**  ^™- 

mine  you  would  be  heartily  welcome  to  it ;  pemous.     The  condition  of  the  tube 

indeed  I  should  have  considered  it  my  duty  <uid  ovarium,  therefore,  fully  confirmed 

to  have  presented  it  to  youw^H.  O.  B.  the  accuracy  of  Dr.  P.  when  he  stated, 

"  that  from  the  puckered  and  contracted 

The  following  was  the  condition  of  appearance  of  the  fimbriated  extremity 

the  uterus  anif  its  appendages  when  of  the  fallopian   tube,   which  could 

thev  came  to  me  :<—  hardly  admit  of  a  small  probe  to  enter, 

The  titerui  was  not  enlarged  in  the  that  no  ovum  could  have  passed  into 

slightest  degree  beyond  the  ordinary  the  uterus."    But,  though  *'  no  ovum 

size  at  the  middle  period  of  life  in  could  have  passed  into  the  uterus,"  he 

women  who  have  never  been  pregnant,  nevertheless   maintained    "  that   this 

Its  walls  were  compact,  and  the  strata  person  had  conceived." 

of  muscular  fibres  could  not  be  sepa*  A  section  had  been  made,  as  Mr. 

rated  from  one  another  as  they  alwsws  Wharton  Jones  describes,  dividing  the 

can  be  after  recent  impregnation.    The  ovary  and  the  body  it  contained  into 

lining  membrane  of  the  uterus  was  two  similar  halves.     The  appearance 

unusually  thickened,  but  no  part  of  it  which  this  section  of  the  body  pre- 

was  covered  with  deciduous  membrane,  sented  was  like  that  of  a  firm  dark  clot 

Under  alcohol  and  water,  with  the  of  blood,  having  in  its  centre  an  elon- 

naked  eye  and  with  the  magnifier,  I  gated  membraniform  shred,  one  end 

could  not  detect  the  slightest  portion  of  directed  towards  the  interior  of  the 

this  membrane  adhering  to  the  inner  ovary,  the  other  towards  the  exterior, 

surface  of  the  uterus,  nor  did  the  lining  From  this  shred,  which  was  smooth  on 

membrane  of  the  organ  present  the  ap-  its  free  surface,  processes  extended  here 

pearance  which  it  usually  does  when  and  there  in  a  radiating  manner  into 

the  recent  decidua  has  been  removed  the  substance  of  the  dot-like  body, 

with  the  utmost  care.    The  glands  of  The  body  in  question  was  of  a  lenticular 

the  orifice  and  cervix  uteri  were  not  form,  about  six-tenths  of  an  inch  In 

developed,  and  thertf  was  no  change  in  diameter,  and  about  four-tenths  thick, 
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hxA  projected  fmtktntrfaet  of  the  I  vary  gravity  of  a  decision  on  such  it  pointy 
bjftomewkat  mart  than  half  iU  diameter,  until  the  body  had  been  subjcctea  to  a 
The  prominent  part  being  covered  only  most  careful  microscopical  ezamina- 
by  the  indusium  of  the  ovary,  the  dark-  tion,  v^thout  which,  indeed,  he  believed 
red  brown  colour  of  the  body  shone  any  decision  would  be  mere  guess  work; 
through.  coinciding  in  the  proprieiy  of  this,  I 

As  Mr.  Jones  has  further  stated,  I  was    gave  over  to  him  one  half  of  the  ovary 
disposed  to  consider  the  body  in  the    and  the  body  in  4t  for  microscopies 
ovary  to  be  what  to  the  naked  eye  its    examination.    Had  I  been  aware  that 
general  appearance  seemed  to  indicate,    the  preparation  had  been  four  years  in 
viz.  a  clot  of  blood  containing  a  flake    alconol  I  should  not  have  permitted  an 
of  fibrine,  from  which  the  rra  corpus*    appeal  to  be  made  to  the  microscope  at 
cles  had  been   separated.      And   on    all,  knowine  liow  little  trust  Mr.  Jones 
making  a  fresh  section  of  one  of  the    puts  in  results  obtained  under  such  cir- 
halves  of  the  body  in  the  same  plane  as    cumstances.    I    would    have    decided 
the  first,  my  belief  was  strengthened    with  the  naked  eye  that  it  was  a  mere 
tbat  it  was  not  a  corpus  kiteum  result*    clot  of  blood  in  the  ovary,  and  not  a 
ing  from  impregnation  \  for  the  appear-    corpus   luteum  resulting    from  pre^- 
ance  which  presented  itself  was  such,    nancy,   and   on   communicatinG^   this 
that  the  naked  eye  could  not  well  re-    decision  to  the  stranger  at  MonKwear- 
cognise  it  to  be  any  other  than  that    mouth,  would  never  have  discovered 
of  a  clot  of  blood.    The  extraordinary    the  treacherous  purpose  for  which  he 
manner  in  which  this  body  projected    had  sent  it  to  me.    The  incubus  would 
beyond  the  surface  of  the  ovarium  was    have  lain  on  Dr.  Paterson's  character 
the  first  circumstance  that  attracted  my    neither  heavier  nor  lighter  than  before, 
attention  on  examinine  it,  and  satisfied    and    the   ridiculous    conspiracy    into 
me  that,  although  it  Bad  a  yellowish    which  he  and  his  friends  had  entered 
colour,  it  was  a  false  corpus  luteum,    would  never  have  been  revealed, 
and  wholly  unconnected  with   preg-        "Examined  microscopically,"    says 
nancy.    In  no  true  corpus  luteum  re-    Mr.  Jones,  "  the  centrsu  membranous 
suiting  from  impregnation  had  1  ever    shred  was  found  to  present  the  foUow- 
witnessed  this  remarkable  projection;    ing  structure  : — 
but  in  several  folse  corpora  lutea  in  the        **  1.  On  its  free  surface  a  fine  film  of 
Museum  of  St.  George's  Hospital  it  is    tessellated  epithelium.    2.  Invested  by 
so  obvious  that  it  immediately  attracts    this  epithelium  was  a  stratum  of  finely 
attention.   Theappearancaofthemem-    interwoven    transparent    fibres,    witn 
brane  in  the  centre  of  the  clot  was  also    dark  contours,  somewhat  like  elastic 
widely  difierent  from  the  appearance    tissue.      3.    Outside  all  was  a  layer 
presented  by  the  empty  Graafian  vesicle    identical  in  structure  with  the  stroma 
within  the  yellow  matter  in  all  the    of  the  ovary;   the  same  structure  as 
early  corpora  lutea  resulting  from  preg-    that  composing  the  principal  thickness 
nancy  which  had  ever  come  under  my    of  the  walls  oiGraafian  follicles.^ 
observation.    The  absence  of  the  de-        '*The  membranous   processes  pos- 
cidua  within  the  uterus,  the  morbid    sessed  a  similar  structure,  and  were 
conation  of  the  fallopian  tube,  the  un-    found  to  be  continuous  with  the  stroma 
usual  projection  of  the  body  in  the    of  the  ovary.  That  part  ofthe  body  next 
ovary,  the  colour  both  of  the  old  and    the  substance  of  the  ovary  had,  by  its 
fresh  sections  of  it,  which  presented    pressure,  so  condensed  the  stroma  at  the 
nothing  but  the  appearance  of  a  clot  of    place,  that  the  latter  looked  somewhat 
blood,  were  the  circumstances  that  led    like  an  external  capsule  sending  pro* 
me  to  conclude,  though  totally  igno-    cesses  inwards,  which  met  and  inter- 
rant  of  the  history  of  the  case  at  the    wove  with  those  sent  outward  by  the 
time,  that  it  was  a  false  corpus  luteum,    central  membranous  shred.    But  that 
and  did  not  result  from  pregnancy,    the  appearance  of  external  capsule  was 
This  opinion  I  expressed  to  Mr.  Whar-    the  result  simply  of  matting  of  the 
ton  Jones  in  the  clearest  possible  man-    stroma  of  the  ovary  by  pressure,  is 
ner  before  he  commenced  the  micros-    shown  by  the  circumstance  that  it  was 
copical  examination  of  the  body  in  the    absent  at  the  peripheral  part  of  the 
ovary,  and  during  the  investigation.         clot-like  bod  ,  there  being  there,  as 

Mr.  Jones  thought  that  no  conclusion    already  said,  merely  the  indusium. 
should  be  come  to,  considering    the        "  As  to  the  microscopical  characters 
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of  the  clot-like  matter  itself  :~this  was  the  uteras  had  undergone  none  of  the 

found  to  consist  of  granulous  corpus-  changes  usually  observed  in  its  cavity 

cles,  somewhat  like  so-called  compound  and  cervix  after  recent  impregnation." 

inflammation  globules  closely   aggre-  On  the  microscopic  evidence  thus 

gated,  and  red  blood  corpuscles  inter-  furnished  to  me  by  Mr.  Jones,  and  upon 

spersed  amongst  them.    The  latter  had  that  alone,  in  opposition  to  the  opinion 

lost  some  of  their  colouring  matteri  but  I  had  formed  with  the  naked  eye,  I 

the  granulous  corpuscles  were  tinged  admitted  that  this  body  in  the  ovary 

red,  as  if  they  had  imbibed  it.  was  a  true  corpus  luteum ;  but  the  term 

''The  conclusion  which  is  to  be  was  employed  by  me  in  the  sense  in 
drawn  as  to  the  nature  of  the  body  w^hich  it  is  understood  by  Mr.  Jones, 
from  this  investigation  is,  that  it  is  a  and  as  furnishing  no  proof  of  impreg- 
true  corpus  luteum  in  an  early  stae^e ;  nation.  I  never  for  a  moment  conlem- 
that  the  central  membranous  shred  is  plated  going  to  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
the  wall  of  the  Graafian  follicle,  from  Society  and  describing  this  body  as  a 
which  the  ovum  had  escaped ;  and  true  corpus  luteum  resulting  from  im- 
that  the  clot-like  mass  (which  would  pregnation.  Had  11  not  been  most 
have  by  and  by  acquired  the  characte-  nappily  prevented  by  want  of  time,  the 
ristic  yellow  appearance  of  the  corpus  whole  truth  now  stated  would  have 
luteum,  traces  or  which,  indeed,  could  been  communicated  to  the  Society,  and 
in  some  deep  places  be  detected),  to>  it  would  never  have  been  discovered 
gether  with  the  membranous  processes  that  the  ovarium  belonged  to  the  lamp- 
extending  through  it  from  the  central  lighter's  wife. 

shred  to  the  stroma  of  the  ovary,  is  the  And  that  the  same  view  regarding  the 

stroma  surrounding  the  Graafian  follicle  nature  of  the  body  in  the  ovary  as  that 

infiltrated  with  bloody-looking  matter,  which  1  originally  took  will  still  be 

**  I  say  bloody-looking,  for  although  taken  by  the  greatest  anatomists,  ap- 

it  is  certain  that  there  is  some  blood  pears  certain  from  the  following  opinion 

present,  it  remains  a  question  what  sort  given  of  it  by  Professor  Owen  on  the 

of  matter    the    eranulous    corpuscles  /  th  of  August  last :  ~"  Independent  of 

were  developed  ^om— blood  effused  in  any  history  connected  with  it,"  said 

substance,  or  exuded  lymph  ?"  Mr.  Owen,  in  the  most  positive  and 

Here  it  is  evident  Mr.  Jones  employs  unhesitating  manner,  after  a  careful 

the  term  true  corpus  luteum  from  a  examination,  "I  would  give  the  opinion 

consideration  of  its  anatomical  struc-  that  it  is  a  false  corpus  luteum.    It 

ture  alone,  not    venturing  to  decide  would  formerly  have  been  stated  to  be 

positively  on  the  nature  of  its  relation  a  true   corpus  luteum,  and  afibrding 

to  conception.  undoubted  evidence  of  pregnancy ;  but 

"  According  to  this  view,"  adds  Mr.  I  do  not  think  that  any  person  con- 
Jones,  **  the  formation  of  a  corpus  versant  with  the  structure  of  corpora 
luteum  would  be  quite  independent  of  lutea  resulting  from  pregnancy  would 
the  contact  of  seminal  fiuia  with  the  regard  this  as  a  normal  specimen  of 
ovary  or  ovum,  and  consequently  in-  that  structure.  I  should  never  have 
dependent  of  impregnation.  And  that  thought  of  giving  a  decided  opinion  of 
it  IS  «o  has  been  already  established,  as  impregnation  having  taken  place  from 
regards  the  lower  animals,  by  the  ex-  the  presence  of  thisextravasated  blood 
periments  of  Haiffhton  and  Blundell  in  the  ovary  around  an  ovisac."  Pro- 
on  rabbits,  viz.  that  though  by  ob-  fessor  Owen's  opinion,  therefore, 
literation  of  some  part  of  the  Kmale  coincides  with  that  originally  given  by 
genital  passages,  the  access  of  semen  me,  and  may  be  considered  as  cettling 
to  the  ovary  was  prevented,  still  the  point  in  dispute. 
Graafian  follicles  were  observed  to  If  I  were  now  summoned  into  a  court 
have  burst,  add  corpora  lutea  formed  of  justice,!  would  have  no  hesitation  in 
poit  coitum.  declaring  upon  oath,  from  the  evidence 

"The  same  circumstance   appears  furnished,  that  the  proofs  of  pregnancy 

likely  to  have  held  in  the  case  of  the  were  here  wholly  wanting, 

woman  whose  ovary  forms  the  subject  I  would  now  willingly  take  leave  of 

of  the  preceding  observations,  for  Dr.  this  subject,  feeling  that  enough  has 

Lee  inlorms  me  that  the  fallopian  tube  been  done  to  establish  the  truth,  but 

of  the  same  side  was  diseased  and  con-  there  are  other  circumstances  connected 

trocted,  if  not  obliterated,  and  that  with  the  affair  whicli  it  becomes  abso* 
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lutely  necessary  for  Drs.  Patereon  and  they  were  all  in  Dr.  Paterson's  po»- 

Bowman  to  explain  to  the  satisfaction  session. 

of  their  professional  brethren.    Three 

letters  were  sent  by  me  to  Dr.  Bowman  .  Monkwearmouth,  6th  Augu«t. 

respecting  the  preparation  in  question,  ,   ^y  ^^^  sir.—As  soon  as  I  received  your 

bnt  no  copies  of  these  were  kept  by  me  ^^^^\  \  '''^^  ,^  "y  f"«"^  ^^'  'P^^rson, 

The  first  of  these  letters,  I  recollected  r*>^.^«^  your  letters  tn  hts  poeeeeeton,  to 

distinctly,  was  written  about  the  middle  ^r?V°"v  k  "1? ^^     i  *^*"  i"  ^°'*-  ^L" 

of   Mftv    1844    the   second   about   the  q^ea^d,   which,   from  a  letter   1   received 

Sn.ir\J' J  «    {  !u  \^^  A            *u         A  yesterday,  I   hear  he  has  complied  with. 

20th  May,  and  the  third  near  the  end  ^.^  .^  ^        ,       ^^  ^^^  ^^..^  ^^^^^^ 

of  June.    The  second  and  third  of  these  jedgcd  your  letter  ere  this, 
letters  were  duly  adcnowledged  to  have  i  take  this  opportunity  of  assuring  you 
been  received  by  Dr.  Bowman,  but  no  that  I  was  totally  ignorant  till  some  time 
acknowledgment  was  given  by  him  that  after  I  had  forwarded  the  preparation  to  you, 
the  first  letter  had  ever  reached  Monk-  that  this  was  the  corpus  luteum  about  which 
wearmouth.      This    circumstance   was  you  and  Dr.  Paterson  had  differed  in  opinion, 
remarked  at  the  time,  but  it  raised  no  Tlie  trouble  you  have  taken  and  the  kind- 
suspicion    that    anything   wrong   was  ness  you  have  shown  in  complying  with  my 
intended,  or  that  the   met   would  be  request,  place  me  under  an  obligation  which  it 
questioned  that  such  a  letter  had  been  will  be  my  study  at  the  first  opportunity  to 
sent.     All  these  letters   Dr.   Bowman  repay.— I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 
positively  affirms  were  sent  forward  ^o  ^*  ^*  Bowman. 
Dr.  Paterson,  and  they  were  all  con-  ^'  *^^' 

seqnently  in  his  possession  when  he  Monkwearmouth,  7th  August, 

wrote   to  me  as   follows  on  the  26th  My  dear  sir,— In  reply  to  your  letter  I 

July  :  — "  Under  these  circumstances,  I  received  this  morning.  I  beg  to  inform  you 

resolved,  by  the   advice  of  some  pro-  that  my  friend  Dr.  Paterson  has  all  your 

fessional   friends,  to  submit    to    your  leitere  at  present,  and  I  do  not  recollect 

inspection  the  preparation  of  the  dis-  their  dates ;  but  should  you  desire  it,  I  will 

puted  corpus  luteum  itself.     My  friend  spply  to  him  for  the  information  you  request. 

Dr.  Bowman,  of  Sunderland,  submitted  I  remain,  ever  yours, 

it  to  you,  not  suspecting  that  it  was  the  ^-  -^*«                   H.  O.  Bowmak. 

V^U'hTiT^i^^S  ?«  ^rLw^irt'  Finding  that  Dr.  Bowman  did  not 

You  nave  declared  to  Dr.  Bowman,  in  *..^.  i,    ®  „',i,  *i,^  ;i««.^«  ^fr^^i^**i^^ 

two  letters  which  I  have  now  before  J"™«*  m  ,LiLi^,%^„^l^in  fhlf; 

me,  that  the  body  which  had  not  one  i.rj^'V   W  C /„«w!?^n  ^^nta^ 

r  At.       1.        t.          c        A  number ;   but  ins  answer  in  recrara  to 

of  the  characters   of  a  true    corpus  ,,  .    ^  .*.  „,  ^  o.,,>^i;^^  r^^  wTfV.   «« 

!fareirs&  X  n:io^h  SfoSL^  V:^^^^^^^^        h^otver^ 

siLSTdTh^riX^dnol^^^^^^^^^^  rpai:;^oL'^^^^^^^^^^^        '''  " 

of   my  letters  to  Dr.  Bowman,    and  ^'  P«^terson  s  possession, 
requested  Dr.  P.  to  send  copies  of  them  4,  Saviiie  Row,  sth  Angmt,  is44. 
to  me.    On  the  2d  August  this  request  My  dear  sir,— I  have  again  to  request 
was  complied  with,  but  in  an  imperfect  that  you  will,  by  return  of  post,  inform  me 
manner,  the  second  and   third  bein?  whether  you  did  not  receive  from  me  more 
sent,  but  the   first  not.     The  second  than  two  letters  relating  to  the  preparation 
bore  the  date  of  May  22d,  the  third  of  in  question.    The  dates  are  of  no  importance, 
June  26th.    My  first  letter  to  Dr.  Bow-  but  it  is  of  the  greatest  that  I  should  reccdve 
man,  which  had  been  written  previous  a  positive  answer  to  my  simple  qu^on. 
to  the  22d  of  Mav,  continued  to  be  You  cannot  fail  to  remember  the  number  of 
unacknowledged.    l)r.  Paterson  made  ""7  letters.— I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  faith- 
no  mention  of  it  whatever,  though  I  ^r  y®'*"'                       Robert  Lee. 
considered  it  absolutely  impossible  for  Monkwearmouth,  9th  August,  1844. 
the  opinion  given  by  nae  in  the  second  ^y  ^car  sir.— I  cannot  at  present  give 
letter  to  be  understood  at  all  without  you  an  answer  to  your  question,  as  Dr. 
the  first.    No  time  was  lost  by  me  in  Patereon  has  all  your  letters  r^erring  to 
writing  to  Dr.  Bowman  for  information  the  preparation  in  his  possession,  and  my 
respecting  the  three  letters  I  had  sent  memory  unll  not  allow  me  to  speak  positively. 
to  nim,  but  the  only  circumstance  he  I  will  write  again  to  Dr.  P.,  and  will  be  able, 
could  recollect  about  them  was  that  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  to  give  you  a 
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positiTe  answer. — I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  actually  employed  at  the  time  in  rais- 

obedient  Berrant,           U.  O.  Bowman.  ing  up  an  insinuation  of  his  own,  into 

J>*  Xee.  an  accusation  against  himself,  which 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  ^  never  been  made  by  me.    The 

to  Dr.  Paterson  on  the  5th  August  reader  will  see  that  there  was  no  in- 
sinuation or  accusation  made  m  my 

^  5tKl4StfiM?^'  l®*^'  0^  '*^«  ^'^  August  against  Dr.  P., 

Dear  air,— I  wrote  another  letter  to'  Dr.  nor  did  I  suppose,  at  this  time,  that 

Bowman,  before  the  22d  May,  1844,  of  there  existed  an  individual  in  the  medi- 

which  yon  have  not  forwarded  a  copy  to  me.  cal  profession,  or  any  other  profession 

1  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  copies  of  in  GteBt  Britain,  so  base  and  unprin- 

the  two  yon  have  sent,  and  I  trust  yon  will  cipled  as  to  attempt  to  suppress  a  letter 

feel  entirely  satisfied  with  the  aocount  which  in  a  scientific  correspondence  for  the 

Mr.  Wharton  Jones  will  give  in  the  next  purposeof  convicting  another  of  a  gross 

nomber  of  the  Medical  Gazette  of  hia  mi-  contradiction  against  himself, 
crosoopic  examination  of  the  body  in  qnes- 

tion.— I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  faithftJly  Ldth,  9th  Augnit,  1844. 

youra,                                  Robert  Lbs.  I^«^  sir,— I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  ire- 

7b  Dr,  Paterton,  ceipt  of  yonrs  of  the  5th  instant,  which 

'  would  have  been  answered  sooner,  bat  that 

Leitb,  10th  AQgust,  1644.  J  jyj^g  i^gn  waiting  for  a  reply  to  a  letter 

Dear  sir,— I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  re-  ^nt  to  Dr.  Bowman,  for  the  purpose  of 

cdpt  of  your  letter  dated  August  5th,  which  ascertaining  whether  or  not  there  was  a  pre- 

would  ha^e  been  repfied  to  sooner,  had  it  ^ag  fetter  to  those,  copies  of  which  were 

not  been  that  I  expected,  ere  this,  to  have  gent  to  you.     I  was  astonished  to  observe 

heard  from  Dr.   Bowman  in  answer  to  a  your  iminuation  that  I   had  kept  back  a 

letter  sent  to  him  immediately  after  the  re-  fetter  which  you  wrote  to  Dr.  Bowman,  of 

ceipt  of  yours.    You  aecuie  me  of  haTing  a  previous  date  to  those  copies  of  which 

kept  a  letter  which  you  wrote  to  Dr.  Bow-  ^gre  sent  you.     In  reply  to  this  accusation, 

man,  of  a  previous  date  to  those  copies  of  j  may  state,  that  I  never  received  any  letter 

which  were  sent  to  you.      In  reply  to  this  which  you  had  communicated  to  Dr.  Bow- 

aeetuation,  I  have  to  state  that  I  never  re-  man  prior  to  the  date  of  those  the  copies  of 

ceived  any  letter  of  yours  from  Dr.  Bowman  ^hich  were  sent  you.     In  addition  to  this, 

of  a  prior  date  to  those  the  copies  of  which  however,  in  your  letter  of  the  22d  May, 

were  sent  you.     In  addition,  you  make  no  you  refer  to  no  prior  communication  to  Dr. 

reference  to  a  previous  letter  in  the  first  one  b.  which  I  think  under  the  circumstaaoes, 

I  received  of  the  22d  May,  and  I  am  con-  ^ould  have  been  referred  to.     I  am  equaUy 

vmced.  that,  had  any  previous  letter  arrived,  convinced  that  Dr.  Bowman  did  not  receive 

such   would  have  been   immediately  com-  any  previous  letter,  otherwise  it  would  have 

munfcated  to  me  by  Dr.   Bowman.     As  been  forwarded  to  me.     I  am  sorry  that  I 

soon,  however,  as  I  receive  an  answer  from  have  not  heard  from  Dr.  Bowman  before 

Dr.  B.  I  will  write  to  you.  this  time,  for  it  has  delayed  my  reply  to  your 

I  shall  be  glad  if  Mr.  Jones's  statement  fegt  letter  longer  than  I  intended, 

of  the  question  in  dispute  between  us  shall  i  ghall  be  glad  if  Mr.  Jones's  statement 

be  satisfactory  to  me.— I  have  the  honour  of  the  question  in  dispute  between  us  shall 

to  remain,  your  obedient  servant,  be  satisfactory  to  me.— I  remain,  your  most 

Robert  PATzasoN.  obedient  servant. 

Dr.  Robert  Lee,  London.  (Signed)      Robkrt  Patbrson. 

On  receiving  this  letter  I  resolved  to  ^'  -^*«*'  J>«- 

have  no  further  correspondence  with  Dr.  Bowman,  whose  memory,  on  the 

*^n!?u    *  :     .    ®^**^^  ^**"  ^°  ^^^'  ^^  o^  August,  would  not  allow  him 

1.  ?°f  J®*I?^J?^  ^^^^^  °®"  *^°  P"^"  ^  8P«a*^  positively  about  the  number 

lishedbyDr.Ptttersonin  thelastnum-  of  letters  he  had  received  from  me, 

her  of  the  Edinburgh    Medical    and  would  appear  to  have  had  this  faculty 

Suigical  Journal,  No.  9,  in  the  cor-  restored  to  him  in  a  miraculous  manner 

pespondence     said     to     have     taken  the  following  day,  for  he  then  distinctly 

place  with  Dr.  Lcc.    This  letter  was  recollected    their   number   and   their 

neversent  to  me  (at  least  no  such  letter  dates,  as  is  shown  by  the  subjoined 

was  ever  received  by  me),  but  the  date  letter  from  Dr.  Paterson.    In  this  letter 

and  other  circumstances  prove  that  it  Dr.  P.  now  acknowledges  the  existence 

is  a  spurious  edition  of  the  last  letter,  of  the  letter  from  me  to  Dr.  Bowman 

and  It  shows  how  Dr.  Paterson  was  which  he  had  previously  denied,  and 
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complained  of  my  accusing  him  of  sup-  a  dav  or  two,  but  that  on  his  return  he 

pressing  it.  would  write  to  me.     Fourteen  days 

LeUh,  isth  August,  1844.  elapsed,    but  Dr.  Bowman  remained 

Dctr  fir,— I  pregnme  that  you  wiU  by  silent,  and  insensible  to  the  accusations 

this  time  have  heard  from  Dr.  Bowman  him-  personally  made  against  him  by  Mr. 

self  regarding  the  number  of  your  letters  to  Dodd.     With  the  view  of  once  more 

him.    I  may  state,  however,  that  they  were  testing  the  retentivenese  of  his  memory, 

three  in  number.    The  firtt,  dated  May  13,  and  obtaining  a  more  full  development 

acknowledges  your  receipt  of  the  prepare-  of  his  character,  I  addressed  him  as 

tion ;   the  Mteond,  dated  May  22,  contains  follows  en  the  24th  of  August,  with  the 

your  opinions  r^arding  it ;  and  the  thirds  desired  effect  :-^"  You  have  now  had 

dated  June  26,  accompanies  the  return  of  it.  abundance  of    time  to  refresh    your 

These,  Dr.  Bowman  distinctly  states,  were  memory,  and  can  tell  me,  no  doubt, 

the  only  ]sMm  received  from  you  in  con-  ^         ^^      respecting  the  first  letter  I 

oexion  with  the  preparation  sent  you.  ^^  ^  ^      ^^  whether  it  was  im- 

I  have  just  seen  Mr.  Jones  s  description        ^„^^  ^^   konkwearmouth,  or  ac- 

of  the  preparation,  and  more  especially  of  4~""***~   »*         ~T     .XT^    \\^      7 

the  corp^  luteum  i^  question,  in  thTGaiette  t°*"7  «««'  forward,  with  the  others,  to 

of  Saturday  last.     It  contains  one  or  two  ^eith,  as  you  stated  ma  former  letter, 

most  important  errors  which   it   will  be  Your  fnend  m  the  north  threatens  to 

necessary  to  have  corrected.     Before  doing  publish  the  correspondence    between 

so,  however,  I  am  anxious  to  know  if  Mr.  you  and  me.     I  hope  you  will   take 

Jones's  letter  contains  all  the  statements  you  care,  before  he  does  so,  that  my  first 

propose  to  make  public  regarding  your  un-  letter  is  forthcoming,  and  that  it  is 

just  criticisms  on  the  case,  and  as  more  es-  published  with  the  others.    Truth  has 

pedaUy  stated  by  me  in  a  former  letter  ?  nothing  to  fear.     A  man  who  conscien- 

I  should  feel  obliged  by  your  commnni-  tiously  tells  the  truth  has  only  to  go 

eating  to  me,  with  your  earliest  convenience,  on  in  his  course ;    but  a  man  who  &- 

if  any  further  sUtement  on  the  subject  is  to  parts  from  the  truth  has  everything  to 

be  made  pubUc.—I  have  the  honour  to  re-  ^read.    Mr.  Dodd  will  again  soon  call 

mam,  your  obedient  servant,  ^po^  y^^  ^^  receive  from  you  those 

^  »  iL   ^  r      r    ^"'  Paterson.  explanations  which  are  evidentiy  re- 

Dr.  Robert  Lee,  London.  ^^r^^^  ^  ^j^^^  ^^^  character  from  the 

This  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  suspicions  under  which   it   must  lie 

of  my  first  letter  of  the  13th  May,  was  until  you  reveal  all  the  circumstances 

not,  however,  accompanied  with  a  copy  connected  with  this  affair.    Your  first 

of  this  letter.    It  was  still  withheta,  letter  to  me  led  me  to  form  a  very 

and  is   now  withheld,  for    no   duly-  favourable  opinion  of  your   candour 

authenticated  copy  of  this  letter  has  and  integrity :    I  pray  that  my  good 

yet  reached  me :  nor  have  any  authen-  opinion    of  you   may    continue    un- 

ticated  copies  of  the  second  and  third  cnanged." 

yet  been  obtained,  tiiough  I  have  After  receiving  this  letter.  Dr.  Bow- 
applied  to  the  proper  quarter  for  these,  man  went  to  his  old  and  intimate  friend 
Considering  the  inaccuracy  of  the  pub-  and  associate.  Dr.  Paterson,  of  Leith, 
lished  copies  of  the  letters  Dr.  P.  sent  where  not  only  his  memory,  but  all  his 
me,  no  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  other  intellectual  and  moral  faculties, 
the  accuracy  of  the  copies  he  has  pub-  appear  to  have  become  bewildered, 
lished  of  those  I  sent  to  Dr.  Bowman.^  Once  more  it  will  be  seen, in  the  foUow- 

W.  J.  Dodd,  Esq.  of  Monkwear-  ing  letter,  that  he  denies  the  existence 
mouth,calleduponDr.  Bowman,  at  my  of  my  first  letter  of  the  13th  May, 
request,  to  demand  an  explanation  of  which  he  distinctiy  stated  to  Dr.  Pater- 
his  conduct  in  this  af&ir,  and  to  inform  son  on  the  12th  August  had  been 
him  that  until  he  revealed  the  whole  of  received  b^  him,  and  which  he  had 
the  circumstances  I  would  consider  before  thrice  affirmed  was  in  Dr. 
him  to  have  acted  throughout  with  Paterson's  possession.  It  will  be  fur- 
any  thing  but  professional  nonour  and  ther  observed,  that  Dr.  Bowman  sug- 
honesty.  Mr.  Dodd  informed  Dr.  B.  gests  the  propriety  of  my  forging 
that  I  would  not  free  him  from  know-  a  letter  to  supply  the  place  of  my 
ing  collusion  in  the  transaction  unless  first  letter,  ^lich,  in  his  loss  of 
be  wrote  a  full  and  satisfactory  account  memory,  he  wished  to  annihilate, 
of  his  share  in  it.  He  told  Mr.  Dodd  but  which  was  at  the  time  in  Dr. 
that  he  was  to  be  away  from  home  for  Paterson's  possession.    In  his  state  of 
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bewilderment,  Dr.  Bowman  steps  boldly 
forward  to  give  an  implicit  denial  to  an 
insinuation  that  another  letter  was  re- 
ceived by  him  than  those  that  had 
been  acknowledged.  The  insinuation 
is  contained  in  no  letter  written  by  me ; 
it  is  made  by  Dr.  Bowman  himself,  like 
the  insinuation  and  accusation  justly 
made  by  Dr.  Paterson  against  At/nie (/I 
It  is  made  by  Dr.  Bowman  obviously  for 
the  purpose  of  perverting  the  truth,  and 
causing  it  to  be  believed  that  I  claimed 
from  him  the  restitution  of  a  fourth 
letter,  which  had  no  existence.  In  the 
Edinb.  Med.  and  Surf.  Journal,  Dr. 
Paterson  has  followed  the  same  course, 
for  a  similar  purpose — misleading  the 
reader  who  is  unacquainted  with  the 
facts.  Dr.  Paterson  says,  Dr.  Lee 
'*  declares  that  there  was  another  letter 
to  Dr.  Bowman  (the  gentleman  who 
sent  the  preparation  for  me)  more  than 
those  th&copies  of  which  I  transmitted 
to  him."  I  repeat  the  declaration,  that 
no  copy  of  my  first  letter  was  sent  to 
me  by  Dr.  Paterson  at  the  time  its 
existence  was  acknowledged  both  by  him 
and  Dr.  Bowman,  and,  therefore,  that 
there  was  another  letter  more  than  those 
the  copies  of  which  were  transmitted 
to  me.  The  acknowledgment  was  made, 
but  the  letter  was  still  withheld. 

Leitb,  37th  Augtut 
Sir, — ^Your  letter  of  the  24th  August, 
through  Mr.  Dodd,  has  already  been  duly 
acknowledged,  and  I  have  now  again  to  state 
that  no  refreshing  of  my  memory  can  ever 
make  me  produce  a  letter  which  had  no  ex- 
istence. Yon  are  already  in  possession  of 
the  dates  and  general  import  of  all  the 
letters  I  received,  and  Dr.  Psterson  has 
transmitted  copies  of  them.  I  now  give  an 
implicit  denial  to  your  insinuation  that 
another  letter  was  received  than  those  that 
have  been  acknowledged.  The  ontu  prO' 
handi  therefore  lies  with  you.  ProlMtbly  yon 
will  be  able  to  concoct  a  letter  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  to  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  it, 
and  add  an  additional  eulogium  on  truth  7 

The  freedom  of  access  which  I  at  once 
gained  to  you,  and  your  obliging  letters  to 
me,  a  stranger,  gave  me  a  favourable  opinion 
of  your  goodness.  Your  last  discourteous 
letter,  however,  has  dissipated  all  such  ideas, 
and  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to  refuse  all 
further  correspondence  with  you. — I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  O.  Bowman. 
I>r.  Lee. 

To  complete  the  portrait  of  H.  O. 
Bowman,  M.D.,  of  Monkwearmouth,  it 


will  only  be  necessary  to  add  the  (oU 
lowing  letter : — 

Monkwearmouth,  27th  May. 

My  dear  sir, — I  feel  exceedingly  obliged 
and  grateful  for  the  attention  and  trouble 
you  have  taken  in  examining  and  giving  me 
your  opinion  of  the  preparation  I  took  the 
liberty  of  forwarding  to  you.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  me  that  you,  whose  opinion 
bears  such  weight  in  the  medical  world, 
should  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion 
/  had  already  Jbrmed,  namely,  that  it  is  a 
true  corpus  luteum. 

I  have  communicated  with  my  friend,  who 
will  be  happy  to  let  you  retain  the  half  6f 
the  ovary  as  you  request,  but  as  he  has  some 
intention  of  publishing  the  case  at  some 
future  period,  he  would  wish  you  to  return 
the  remainder  as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  yon 
my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  and  at- 
tention.— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 
obedient  servant,  H.  O.  Bowman. 

Dr,  Lee. 


DR.  SYNNOT'S  CASE  OP  SUDDEN 
BLINDNESS. 

To  the  Editor  t^the  Medical  Gaxette, 

Sir, 

I  SHOULD  feel  obliged  by  your  inserting' 
in  your  valuable  journal  the  following 
brief  notice  of  a  case  which  I  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  efiusion  of  blood 
either  within  or  around  the  optic  nerve. 
I  think  the  case  presents  several  pecu- 
liarities; and  as  I  have  never  heard  of 
a  perfectly  similar  one,  I  should  much 
like  to  learn  what  view  may  be  taken 
of  it  by  some  of  your  more  experienced 
readers.  I  therefore  refrain  from  offer- 
ing any  observations  of  my  own. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Robert  Stnnot,  M.D. 

8,  Westboume  Phice,  Eaton  Square, 
Oct.  23,  1844. 

Cate  of  tuddni  hiindneit^  (  produced  by 
ejffution  of  blood  on  the  optic  nerve  P). 

M.  D.,  aged  18,  a  laundry-maid,  of 
strumous  appearance,  came  to  me  on 
the  morning  of  the  8th  of  this  month. 
The  previous  evening,  as  she  was 
reaching  up  to  take  some  clothes  off  a 
line,  she  experienced  a  sensation  as  if 
something  had  fallen  into  her  left  eye, 
followed  by  total  and  instantaneous 
loss  of  vision.  There  was  no  lachnr- 
mation  nor  any  inflammation  of  toe 
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conjnnctiya ;  the  cornea  and  humours  agitated  condition  of  the  medical  pro- 
perfectly  clear  and  unclouded,  so  that  fession  makes  all  anxious  to  have 
It  was  evident  there  was  no  effusion  of  knowledge  of  the  laws  under  which  its 
blood  within  the  eyeball.  There  was  memberR  c xist  and  carry  on  their  call- 
slight  redness  of  the  parts  surrounding  ing ;  but  until  Dr.  Davies's  work  ap- 
the    eye,  probably  produced    by  the  peared,  we  know  of  none  except  the 

SHtient's  having  rubbed  the  eye  a  good  larger  and  more  expensive  volume  of 
eal.  The  iris  contracted  and  dilated  Wilcox,  that  contained  the  kind  of  in- 
actively, according  as  the  light  was,  formation  which  is  so  much  desired  at 
more  or  less  intense ;  though  there  was  this  particular  moment.  Dr.  Davies's 
too  perception  whatever  of  light,  even  publication  gives  an  account  of  the 
on  holding  a  candle  pretty  close  to  the  various  charters  and  enactments  that 
eye.  On  malAng  an  examination,  I  have  reference — 1st,  to  the  College  of 
found  there  whs  no  foreign  body  pre-  Physicians ;  *2d,  to  the  College  of  Sur- 
sent,  though  she  still  complainea  of  geons;  3d,  to  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
the  sensation  of  something  being  in  the  caries ;  4lh,  to  the  Universitv  of  Lon- 
eye.  There  was  deep-seated  pain  in  don ;  and  it  concludes  with  a  ^ood 
the  orbit,  and  supra-orbital  headache,  analysis  of  the  Medical  Bill,  whicn  is 
She  was  ordered  to  take  a  brisk  purga-  now  attracting  so  much  attention 
tive,  to  have  leeches  to  the  temple,  and  throughout  the  country, 
afterwards  to  keep  a  cold  lotion  applied  Dr.  Davies's  view  of  this  proposed 
to  the  eye.  She  was  further  directed,  measure  is  decidedly  favourable;  had 
as  soon  as  the  medicine  had  operated  he  had  a  finger  in  the  pie  himself,  he 
freely,  to  take  a  powder  composed  of  could  not  have  regarded  it  with  feelings 
Calomel,  gr.  i.4,  Opium,  gr.  i,  Tartarized  of  higher  confidence,  nor  given  it  in  all 
Antimony,  gr.  (,  which  was  to  be  re-  its  parts,  his  more  unequivocal  support, 
peated  every  second  hour.  The  author  in  a  private  note  to  us. 

The  next  day  a  blister  wns  applied  regrets  that  we  have  not  taken  the  same 

to  the  temple,  and  the  mercury  con-  view  of  the  measure  as  he  has  himself, 

tinned.    On  the  10th  the  leeching  was  We  give  the  Doctor  credit  for  perfect 

repeated,  as  she  complained  ereatly  of  candour  in  his  mode  of  viewing  and  of 

the  pain  in  the  orbit  and  forehead.  discussing  the  measure ;    we  greatly 

Mercary  continued.  approve  of  the  tone  and  temper,  and 

,,.,       >#     ^1.  v         •      s.     ja  excellent  taste  in  which  his  analysis  is 

1 1th.- Mouth  becoming  tender.  written;  it  is  concise  and  to  the  pur- 
Continued  the  mercury.  pose,  and  we  cannot  pay  the  author  a 

Tn  the  evening  she  could  distinguish  greater  compliment  than  by  requesting 

the  light  of  a  candle.  all  impartial  persons  to  procure  his 

12th. — Could  see  pretty  well ;    the  work  and  to  read  it,  and  to  judge  of  it 

gums  sore.    St  opined  giving  mercury.  for  themselves.    They  will  obtain  much 

13th. — Vision  quite  restored,  and  has  useful  information  from  the  historical 
continued  so  ever  since.  There  was  portion ;  and  from  the  critical  part  they 
no  fever  at  any  time  durincf  this  attack,  will,  perhaps,  rise  with  views  consi-- 
and  the  pulse  was  never  above  70,  soft  derabiy  moUifitd  from  those  with  which 
and  full.  they  sat  down,  supposing  these  views 
to  have  been  Kn favourable  or  hostile. 

ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS.  

A   Concise    Historical   Sketch  of  the 

"  L'auteur  <e  tue  k  alloueer  ce  que  le  lecteur  m  ^'•?J"'5"  //    Pharmacy    in    Great 

tne  k  abr^r.*'— D*Albmbkbt.  iirttaiu^  Jrom  the  time  of  \t$  partial 

'  separation  from  the  practice  of  Medi- 

An  Expositiofi  of  the  Laws  which  relate  cine   until  the  establishment   of  the 

to  the  Medical  Profession  in  Enff land:  Pharmaceutical  Society,     By  Jacob 

with   an    Appendix,    containing    an  Bell.    Svo.  pp.  108. 

ample  Analysis  of  Sir  James  Gra-  This,  too,  is  a  publication  that  we 

ham's  Bill  for  the  better  lieyulatwn  believe  must  be  acceptable  to  the  pro- 

of  Medical    Practice,     By    John  feggion  at  this  time.    There  can  be  no 

Davies,  M.D.  Hertford.   Svo.  pp.  84.  doubt  that  pAflrwac//— and  we  scarcely 

Churchill.  separate  materia  medica  from  pharmacy 

This    moderate  publication    of    Dr.  in  the  present  day— is  even  a  very  im- 

Davies  is  well  timed.     The  present  portant  element  in  the  medical  pi-ufes- 

883.— XXXV.  M 
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Bion.    The  day  was,  indeed,  when  a  pursued  by  the  Council  of  the  Royal 

knowledge  of  simples  constituted  the  College  of  Surgeons  towards  its  mem- 
principal  science  of  the  physician;  and  ,  ^    ,         ^.  ,    , 
when   his  learning  extended  to  little  ^f"'    J^^  ^^^®,  ^^" .  ?  ^!.,f      ? 
more  than  the  history  of  the  substances  ^^ew  of  the  tendency  of  the  Bill  as  the 

with   which  he  treated  disease.    But  Marylebone  Association ;  we  have  de- 

onr   object   now    is    not   to    analyse  plored  the  introduction  of  grades  into 

Mr  Bell's  production ;  it  is  merely  to  ^  department   of  the  profession  that 
make  itsexistenceknown  to  our  readers,       ,    .f     -  j       if  ^  ji 

and  to  invite  their  attention  to  it  as  a  ^^^^  ^^  °o"e»  ^^^  ^^  *^»7«  repeatedly 

source  whence  they  may  obtain  infor-  denounced  what  we  believe  to  be  the 

mation  of  a  kind  that  is  peculiarly  use-  injustice  of  arbitrarily  elevating  one 

ful  at  this  time.    We  may,  perchance,  g^^  ^f  n,p„    ^^^  depressing  another, 

have    to  revert  to  it  ourselves  more  ,    ^u     v.     •  vi         x    *  j 

particularly  by  and  by.  ^^^     ^*^>"ff     al»^«     ^^^^'^^    °°    » 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^_,  footing  of  perfect  equality.     The  im- 

mense  majority  of  the  members  of  the 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  ask  by  what 

Friday,  November  1, 1844.  act  of  theirs,  since  they  entered  on 

.. ,        ,^.  ^,    .^ ,  this  footing  of  perfect  equality  with 

*«Lieet omnibus*  licet  etiAmmihi,  d^niitatem  ,,     ^,         ^  j      ^i.  i  i_ 

ifrf/«ife<f<Ar  taeri;  potntasmodo  veniendi  in  »!!»    they    have    made    themselves  OD- 

pablicum  >it,  dicendi  pcriculum  non  recuio."  noxious    to    defiTadation  P      For   thev 

Cicero 
feel  that  it  is  even  as  much  degradation 

A    MANIFESTO  to  have  a  certain  number  of  themselves 

By  th<  Mbdical  and  Surgical  Asbocia-  ™»^d  arbitrarily  over  their  heads,  as  it 

TioN  OF  THB  BoRouGH  OF  Marylxbomb.  would  be  were  they  to  be  thrust  lower, 

8vo.    London,  Oct.  1844.  a  favoured  few  being  retained  on  the 

Had  our  limits  allowed  us,  we  should  old  level. 

have  felt  it  a  duty  to  the  profession  to        The  Council  of  the  College  of  Sur- 

have  republished  this  document  entire,  geons  have   the   undoubted  right   to 

andby  way  of  pendent  to  the  Manifesto  make  what  regulations  they  see   fit, 

of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  having  a  prospective  bearing :   those 

Edinburgh,  printed  in  this  day's  Ga-  who  present  themselves,  craving  en- 

ZETTE.      It  supplies  ns  with  quite  a  trance  into  the  College  under  these* 

new  feature  in  the  subject  of  Medical  having  the  conditions  before  them,  will 

Reform :  the  object  proposed  is  no  less  know  what  they  have  to  expect ;   if 

than  the  establishment  of  '*  A  College  they  have  only  qualified  for  a  lower 

of  General  Practitioners  in  Medicine,  grade,  they  will  have  no  reason  to  com- 

Surgery,  and  Midwifery,  to  be  incorpo-  plain  that  they  are  not  placed  in  one  that 

rated  by  Charter  and  Act  of  Parliament,  is  higher ;  but  we  apprehend  that,  upon 

having  an  elective  Council,  a  Court  of  every   principle  of  equity,  they  who 

Examiners,  and  power  to  frame  bye-  have  started  on  the  same  basis,  who 

laws,  and  to  examine  and  license  all  have  all  alike  qualified  for  one  grade, 

future  general  practitioners.''  who  have  all  alike  received  a  diploma  of 

This  movement  on  the  part  of  the  the  tame  tenor  and  value,  at  tettimony  to 

many    respectable    gentlemen    whose  the  public  o/the  equality  of  their  acquire- 

names  are  connected  with  the  Maryle-  mentt,  should  not  be  subjected  to  degra- 

bone  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  dation,  whether  in  fact  or  by  implica- 

cannot  be  viewed  as  other  than  the  tion.    The  Council  of  the  College  of 

necessary  fruit  of  the  spirit  that  has  Surgeons,  it  seems  to  us,  cannot  with- 

dictated  the  proposed  Medical  Billy  and  out  an  unjust  and  indefensible  strain- 

of  the  line  of  conduct  that  has  been  ing  of  its  power  persevere  in  its  present 
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course  of  showing  a  preference  to  one  that  we  see  the  profession  in  arms  from 
class'  of  its  members  over  another.  Land's  End  to  the  Tweed,  and  that  we 
They  who  are  members  of  the  Royal  have  proposals  for  Colleges  of  General 
College  of  Surgeons  up  to  this  hour,  Practitioners.  The  exigencies  of  the 
are 'SO  in  virtue  of  having  pursued  a  public  have  created  this  class  of  medi- 
course  of  study  similar  in  point  of  ex-  cal  men  ;  who,  as  a  wholci  and  as  they 
tent,  and  of  having  undergone  an  exa-  stand,  are  vastly  better  educated  and 
mination  identical  in  kind  and  charac-  far  more  skilful  in  the  treatment  of 
ter,  and  paid  a  fee  of  one  denomination  disease  than  were  the  most  accom- 
in  every  instance ;— all  are  de  jure,  as  plished  physicians  of  the  last  century, 
they  are  de  facto,  equal.  What  power  These  gentlemen  "do  well  to  be  an- 
that  is  not  arbitrary  and  unjust  shall  gry"j  they  have  been  scurvily  treated 
make  them  otherwise  ?  The  attempt  by  a  knot  of  their  own  body,  and  they 
is  against  every  principle  recognised  in  ought  not  to  rest,  and  we  imagine  will 
English  law,  whether  statute  and  com-  not  rest,  until  they  have  righted  them- 
mon,  or  in  equity ;  abote  all,  it  is  selves.  Let  the  profession  of  general 
against  that  spirit  of  fair  play  and  practitioners  from  north  to  south  pro- 
generous  usage  which  we  Englishmen  cure  the  "  Manifesto  of  theMarylebone 
pride  ourselves  upon  sucking  in  with  Medical  Association,"  and  get  it  by 
our  mother's  milk,  and  preserving  heart ;  it  is  the  truth ;  it  is  the  right, 
through  life  as  that  which  is  dearest  The  general  practitioners  want  a  guide 
in  our  character.  Would  not  a  bUl  in  clearly  understanding  the  position 
filed  in  Chancery  by  one  or  more  of  in  which  they  and  their  department  of 
those  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  the  profession  are  placed  by  the  Bill 
Surgeons,  who  believed  that  it  was  in  and  the  Charter ;  in  this  manifesto  they 
contemplation  to  let  them  of  certain  willfindwhat  they  require;  and  though 
privileges  which  either  were,  or  had  all  may  not  be  of  the  same  mind  as  its 
been,  conferred  on  others  of  the  body,  authors,  as  to  the  remedy,  or  that  a 
upon  grounds  purely  arbitrary,  be  en-  "  College  of  General  Practitioners"  is 
tertained  P  If  it  were,  we  feel  per-  the  best  measure  that  can  be  aimed  at, 
suaded  that  it  would  carry  the  day  still  the  general  practitioners  of  Eng- 
against  the  governing  body.  The  pe-  land  must  have  a  head ;  they  must 
titioners  in  such  a  case  would  have  right  feel  themselves  members  of  some  defi- 
on  their  side ;  and,  in  theory  at  least,  nite  corporation,  in  the  administration 
right  in  England  has  yet  been  held  to  of  whose  affairs  they  ought  also  to  have 
be  might.  a  voice ;  and  if  this  be  neither  the 
We  own  that  we  are  totally  at  a  loss  College  of  Physicians  nor  the  College 
to  conceive  the  spirit  that  has  pre-  of  Surgeons,  as  there  seems  no  disposi- 
vented  the  Council  of  the  Royal  College  tion  to  take  up  with  the  trading 
of  Surgeons  from  embracing  the  oppor-  Company  of  Apothecaries,  it  may  be 
tunity  that  was  afforded  them  of  raising  that  there  shall  be  nothing  for  it 
the  members  of  the  College,  not  only  in  better  than  the  plan  devised  by  the 
their  own  esteem,  but  also  in  the  esti-  Marylebone  Medical  Association.  We 
mationofthepublic,  of  ennobling  them  would  fain  hope,  however,  yet  to  see 
in  some  sort,  of  giving  to  the  whole  differences  composed,  and  the  profes- 
profession  of  medicine  in  England,  sion  preserved  in  its  two  or  three 
which  they  actually  represent,  a  worthier  natural  integral  parts  —  Medicine, 
position,  a  higher  character.  It  is  be-  Suroert  (embracing  Midwifery),  and 
cause  they  have  not  done  this,  however,  Pbarmact. 
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MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION,  shire,  held  at  Normanton,  on  Thursday 

^^__  the  1 7th  of  October  ult.,  for  the  pur- 

A  MEETING  of  the  medical  practitioners  pose  of  adopting  a  petition  to  Parlia- 

resident  within  the  borough  of  Dover  "1^"*  «?  S''v'"''^S^J,''^®'''i-i^"'K''"  r 

was  held  in  the  Old  Town  Hall,  on  Medical  Reform  Bill,  Dr.  Belcombe,  of 

Thursday,  Oct.  3d,  to  take  into  consi-  X^f ^  ^^e  President  of  the  Association, 

deration  the    Bill  introduced  by   Sir  m  the  chair,  it  was  determined  that  a 

James  Graham,  "  for  the  better  regula-  F'lV'"'  ^t  presented  to  each  House  of 

tion  of  medical  practice."    Dr.Stolter-  -Parliament,  in  which  the  meeting  de- 

foth  in  the  chair.  clare— 

After  a  single  leading  resolution,  a  "  Tliat  they  reoeited  with  the  Uvcliest  aa- 

pctition  was  drawn  up  and  adopted,  in  tjgfaction  the  announcement,  that  a  BiU  for 

which  the  meeting  declare,  that  whilst  the  better  regulation  of  medical  practice 

fully  sensible  of  the  anomalous  condi-  throiyhout  the  Umted  Kingdom  had  been 

tion  of  the    medical   profession,    and  ";*'od««d  mto  Parlwment,  under  the  ana- 

i«^...»;i«  «^»^.^.*:.,»  ;««!,«  ^^^^i^^^-^  PM*e  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 

heartily  concurring  in  the  expediency  «'  .,  ^^^^  ^^     ^^{              ^^  ^^^   ^^ 

®5n  ^f^''""'*°  ^^'    .1  legislature,  they  ^f  ^he  BUI  which  reiogSize  the  preservation 

Btill  "  deprecate  in  the  strongest  terms  ^f  ^^  ^^^^g  medical  institutioM,  and  dif. 

that  principle  of  the  Bill  which,  by  re-  fe^nt  classes  of  medical  practitioners,  and, 

moving  the  stigma  of  illegality  from  at  the  same  time,  provide  uniformity  of  qua- 

quackery,  throws  open  the  practice  of  Ufications,  and  equality  of  privUeges,  amongst 

medicine  to  every  unqualified  person,  all  practitioners  of  the  same  class  in  the 

as  a  measure  disastrous  to  the  public  three  kingdoms. 

welfare,  and  more  particularly  to  the  **That  they  also  fully  admit  the  necessity 

poor,  who  are  utterly  incapable  of  dis-  of  some  central  and  controlling  body,  such 

criminating  between  the  ignorant  pre-  "s  the  proposed  *  Council  of  Health,'  for  the 

tender    and     the    regularly    qualified  responsible   government   and    harmonious 

'  practitioner.  operation  of  the  several  medical  establish- 

«  They  fartt|er  bdieve  .ome  penal  check  ""^ii^„g  that  the  Univemties  of  the 

nponthepract.ceofthet.nq«al,fied,ofea.y  United  Kinldom  are  fuUy  competent  to 

Sw^yr«ii"r  ■?                   '""^      ""^  ""^rt.^  the  «noontof  scwitiflc  knowledge, 

^Jfrnu       1.  Ai.          '             e  ax.       x_ui«  i.  and  profcsgional  acquirements,  of  those  who 

^r^^  ^  •PP^'^,*'';  *^*  ?f?^l^-  are  candidates  for  medical  deg;ees.  they  pray 

mrat^of  a  supreme  Counca  of  Health,  they  ^^  ^y^^^  ^,^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  3.,^  ^^^^ 


«  a^y.^u^  x.««u^«  "'.  "r'*"'»  /"?J     that  that  clause  of  the  proposed 
but  view  the  constitution   of  the     1 .^i  j  _«-j  1.     i  j        ;* 


^        .,      . :  t.1      1.*    ^'      ui  r  's,  ^  wit-4idrawn,  which  renders  it  imperative 

Counal  a.  highly  object.on.ble,  none  of  lU  ^  ^j  '  ,^    ^      grM^ted  ii  medi- 

membera  being  aafficieody  interested  tn  pro-  ^„^  .J"        ,  ^    Universities  of  the  United 

tectmg  the  interests  of  the  general  practi-  Kin,d«».  to  undergo  examination  before  • 

tioner  or  licentiate  of  medicine.  ^  ^         « m.    •  •  l  ^ 

II  rnu      ^"'—T  *"  "icuiuiuc.  College  of  Phywciaos,  such  requirement  un- 

"  The  proposed  system  of  registration,  to  necessarilv  comnlicatiiiir  the  teats  of  nrofes- 

be  really  useful,  they  think  ought  to  be  Im-  »5*^««»"*y  compucating  ine  teats  or  prores- 

^»^»uj  iw«.H«,  uK,j  lotuiiL  tiu^ui,  •«  Mc  tui  gjonal  competence,  diminishing  the  real  value 

P^Sr^*'         ^'11  £ tu        n      •  •        ii  1.1.  i  *od  respectability  of  the  honours  conferred 

They  are  stiU  farther  of  opinion.  "  that  ^    the  Univetsities.  and  invoWing  nndoe 

any  .n««jre  of  m^<al  reform  whidi  does  e^„oession  to  the  sevena  CoUegee  <rf  Physi- 
not  mclude  the  chemist  and  druggist,  who  ^  ' 


^,1.*"^°?^^'           TSJ^*  i?*.""^  •  "Tl>«y    ft^ter    pray,    that    physician, 

of  the  ^othecarv.yM  be  imperfect  and  in-  ^^j  ^      ^^  ^^  \^       ^  tt,„. 

efficient ;  «'«l^at  «  pure  m«l.c.ne.  are  ,^^  ^  ^^^      j;^  ^^  PP  l^t  ^„ 

absolntrly  necessary  to  the  practice  of  phy-  . .        -u^^^  ,u.  *    of  27 

•  _          J       ^   1.     IP    •             J    «^         «  i*«  ycarsi  mill  iiavc  ciiiiuucu  luc  ukc  ui  £>i* 

aic.  and  much  «iffenng  uid  loas  of  hfe  sn-  ..  ^                     ,  ,„  ^^^^^  di^„„. 

nnally  occur  from  Uje  present  uncontrolled  ^         '^  ^^  practice,  and  humbly  sug- 

sale  of  drugs,  it  is  highly  expedient  to  coin-  _„»  ....  .„  ;___;£,  u.  _.j.  i-t»  n.i  «^i 

,    .,        j' «r  *!.       *       •              t    g  Best  that  an  inquiry  be  made  into  the  ope- 

pri  Bn  vendors  of  them  to  give  proof  of  »^^^^  ^^  ^^^  j^*^^  J^^  .^  ^^^^^        4,^ 

their  knowledge  of  the  quahties  and  uses  of  ^^j^          .^  .^  ^     .      ^^^^^ri      ^jl^  ^he 

the  articks  they  deal  m/  Unitid  Kingdom.      ^ 

We  think  the  suggestion  here  made  «« Finally,  they  pray  that  such  other  de- 

in  regard  to  the  chemist  and  druggist  a  sirable  modifications  in  the  details  of  the 

highly  important  one,  and  well  deserv-  proposed  measure  may  be  introduced,  as 

ing  careful  consideration.  may  tend  to  realise  the  reasonable  wiahes  of 

.  .                 .  .  the  practitioners  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to 

At  a  meeting  of  physicians  practising  make  it  efficient,  and  to  secure  from  ultimate 

in  York,  and  the  West  Riding  of  York-  defeat,  a  legialaUve  effort,  made,  as  they 
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believe,  with  the  honest  desire  of  obviating  country  had  alio  been  roused  to  action.    A 

the  iojurious  anomalies  of  a  profeasioui  in  Bill  had  been  introduced  to  the  considera- 

whose  honour  and  ability  are  deeply  in-  tion  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  country. 

voWed  the  interests  of  every  subject  of  these  For  the  first  time  the  Government  had  ac- 

realms."  knowledged  the  medical  profession  as  a  use- 
ful institution,   and  its  title  to  promotion 

A   meeting  of  the  legally  qualified  and  protection.    The  Bill  was  defective,  but 

medical  practitioners  of  tne  borough  of  he  saw  in  it  a  basis  of  sound  medical  legis- 

Gravesend  and  its  neighbourhood,  was  lation.     Fundamental  principles  had  been 

held  at  the  Literarv  Institution,  Har-  l"**  ^^"^^^  on  which  some  measure  of  re- 

mer  Street,  on  the  18lh  ult.  5  Dr.  Haw-  for«  jn"'*  "'^"^tl^ly  be  carried  out.    The 

Irinci  in  f  h^  /^hnir  Introduction  of  the  Bill  would  necessarily 

•D«„  i..»:^»«  .»«.^  »„.a<>;i    o/«n<.»..*;«.;«  wad  to  extended  discussion,  and  the  public 

Resolutions  were  P««««^concQmnff  '               P 

S./,^f  \Parf«  ^^  ^*»^  proposed  Medical  ^^  io,'portance  to  them  than  to  the  pro- 
Bill  "  which  secure  a  better  education,  g^^„  that  medical  reform  should  be  suc- 
and  recognise  a  higher  and  more  uni-  ^essful.  The  foundation  of  that  reform 
form  standard  of  qualification,  for  the  g^ould  be,  in  his  opinion,  the  legislative  pro- 
members  of  the  medical  profession ;"  ^igjon  ©f  a  properly  educated  body  of  medi- 
but  Mr.  Hampage,  on  submitting  the  cal  men,  and  the  due  protection  of  them  in 
second  resolution,  regretted  that  Sir  the  exercise  of  their  profession. 
James  Graham  had  ever  interfered  in  Dr.  Charlton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Asso- 
the  subject  of  medical  legislation  at  all,  dation,  then  read  a  Report  from  the  Council, 
and  characterised  the  proposed  Bill  as  Dr.  Brown,  of  Sunderland,  moved  the 
"  mischievous  in  its  nature."  The  re-  first  resolution,  thankfully  acknowledging 
solution  was  to  the  effect : —  *hc  obligation  conferred  upon  the  profi»sion 
-  That  the  meeting  regarded  with  great  *»^  ^  l?^^  ^^  Government,  and  ex- 
disappointment  and  tlar^  certain  cknses  JT'^.^f  "^rf^'w^^K  JIT  "^^^I 
which  repeal  so  much  of  the  Apothecaries'  f'^fP""^  "i  "^"^^  theBiUhad  been  received 
Act  as  relates  to  the  penalties  foV  practiaing  ^  ^^*  provinces,  and  on  hi.  knowledge  of 

..   -«   ..^t^k^...^     J;»i.^»«>  ..,.«**ur;n»  -.»-  *"«  profession  m  his  own  distnct,.  that  the 

as  an  apothecary,   without-  Buppiying  any  __    T  «.            .  •         •     ^1 

proteoti<iriii  it.  stead,  uul  wm4  woald  ««lnt>on  wa|Jd  reaiTe  the  unan.mou.  con- 

Lrefi,  yirtai^Uly  throw  open  the  pnwitice  of  «^'?"'*  f.^  °"t^?\  .  ^  nTTi'^w 

medicike  to  ig^rant  and  u»q  Jified  per-  ""8>»'  »"?  ^'"'  «»»~^'«>  "•.  ^f  »>«  '^  that 

»^«     ^^A  ^^^1^..^  *k-  ..»Ki:«  ^7  .11  ...«»Z;>«  w^s  required,   and  they  might  have  mtro- 

sons,  ana  deprive  the  public  of  all  security,  ,       ,  ^         '        .  ,     '     .p.    ..          , ,  , 

and  the  profe»uoD  of  that  ptotecUon,  to  *"'?^  some  pronnona  which  it  would  be 

which  thei  conoeiTe  themselvn,  from  their  'f  *»J^^, '  ^'\'  "  ••»  opinion  they  had 

numbers,  respectabiUty,  and  education,  en-  ^:"f  '*"''?'  «*  •'™  hwidsomdy,  to  Ae 

^..  J  ft          '^             '  medical  profession  and  the  countrv.    The 

^^^'  proposed  measure,  he  was  glad  to  find, 
We  regret  that  our  space  does  not  would  make  the  profession  virtually  a  Go- 
allow  us  to  give  the  observations  of  vemment  department.  It  proposed  to  esta- 
more  than  one  of  the  speakers  at  blish  a  Coancil  of  Health  and  Medical  £dn- 
length,  which  were  characterised  by  cation.  The  Government,  in  his  opinion, 
good  sense  and  discrimination.  A  com-  had  too  large  a  share  in  the  construction  of 
mittee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  pe-  th«  Council.  The  connection  of  the  profes- 
tition  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  ?'«»  "^^^^^  state  would  be  too  subservient : 
the  assembly,  which  then  separated.  »^7<^?  utterly  deprive  them,  as  a  body,  of 
'                            ^  self-action ;   and   the  general  practitioner, 

A«-.-.,   ».,^<..»«.,.   ^«^*:»»  ^f   4V1A  having  no  indirect  control,  even  over  the 

very  numerous  meeting  of   the  ^j^^  ^^  ^  CouncU,  had  especial  cause 

medica  profession.attheinstanceofthe  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  pro^.    The 

Council  of  the  North  of  England  Asso-  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  j^  ^^  Big  ^^  ^^0  com- 

ciation,  was  held  at  Newcastle  on  the  pjete  impunity  which  it  gave  to  unquaUfied 

23d  ult.  5  Dr.  Headlam  in  the  chair.  practitioners. 

Hie  Chairman,  in  introducing  the  busi-  Sir  John  Fife,  in  moving  the  second  reso- 

ness,  took  occasion  to  speak  of  the  formation  lution  (approving  of  many  of  the  provisions 

of  the  Association,  five  years  ago,  in  support  of  the  Bill,  but  declaring  that,  as  a  whole,  it 

of  the  righte  and  privileges  of  the  profession,  would  be  more  injurious  than  beneficial), 

Ita  labours,  combined  with  those  of  other  commended    the     proposal    to    require    a 

associations,  had  not  been   in  vain.    The  heightened    and    uniform    qualification    to 

public  were  now  well  informed  upon  the  practise,  but  was  of  opinion  that  the  mea- 

question,  and  saw  that  medical  men  had  no  sure  would  place  the  profession  in  a  worse 

aelflsh  motives  in  their  agitetion,  but  aspired  situation  than  the  present.     Its  fundamental 

only  to  raise  the  character  and  usefulness  of  defects  were  the  total  absence  of  all  repre- 

the  profession.      The  Government  of  the  sentation  of  the  great  body  of  general  prac-* 
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Utionen,  the  moit  laboriotu  and  useful  class  House  of  Commons^  and  has  had  a  first 

in  the  profession,  and  the  omission  to  im-  reading. 

pose  any  direct,  or  positiTe,  or  severe  re-  2d,  That  this  satisfaction  has  been  in- 

straint  on  empiricism.     It  did  seem  most  ereased  by  the  knowledge,  that  the  two  great 

extraordinary,  that  in  a  country  where  no  principles  of  the  measure,  via.  a  uniform 

man  could  sell  spirits  without  a  license,  and  standard  of  education  and  qualification,  and 

where  a  spirit-vendor  must  give  guarantees  the  abolition  of  all  local  privileges,  are  those, 

of  his   respectability,  any  man,  the  most  for  the  recognition  of  which,  the  College 

illiterate  and  unprincipled,  was  to  have  full  have  on  various  occasions  contended, 

liberty  to  take  charge  of  the  health,  ease,  3d,  That  the  principles  now  specified,  if 

and  lives  of  the  people  !     He  hoped  the  Go-  carried  fully  into  effect,  would  confer  a  great 

vemment  would  consent  to  the  amendment  benefit  on  the  Profession  and  the  Public, 

of  their  Bill,  and  thereby  entitle  themselves  and  would  remove  the  evils  and  remedy  the 

to  the  gratitude  of  their  country.  abuses  now  existing,  and  of  which,  for  along 

Mr.  Greenhow,  of  Newcastle,  the  mover  tims  past,  there  has  been  too  good  reason  to 

of  the  third  resolution,  thought  there  could  complain. 

be  no  question  as  to  the  deairableness  of  a  4th,  That  in  thus  providing  the  Public 

presiding  body.    But  he  could  see  no  reason  with  a  supply  of   fuUy  qualified  General 

why,  in  the  proposed  Council  of  Health  and  Practitioners,   the  College  are  of   opinion 

Medical  Education,  exceptions  should  be  that  Government  is  undertaking  all  that  can 

made  from  the  spirit  of  our  free  constitution  be  properly  attempted  by  legislative  inter- 

and  form  of  government,  derogatory  to  the  ference. 

honour  of  the  medical  profession.  It  was  a  5th,  That  the  College  have,  with  regret, 
poor  compliment  to  say,  that  they  had  not  observed  that  the  part  of  the  Bill  which  pro- 
sufficient  intelligence  or  honesty  to  choose  poses  to  abolish  the  practice  of  prosecuting 
their  representatives  and  rulers.  It  was  in-  unlicensed  and  unqualified  practitioners,  has 
tended  to  form  them  into  a  great  corporation  given  rise  to  great  alarm  and  a  good  deal  of 
or  guild ;  but  the  privilege  usually  enjoyed  opposition.  The  College  are  inclined  to 
by  incorporations  in  this  country,  of  electing  doubt  the  practicability  of  restraining  un- 
their  governing  bodin,  was  denied  to  the  licensed  practice  by  penal  enactments,  or  the 
members  of  &e  medical  profession,  their  expediency  of  attempting  to  do  so  by  such 
2^tt  claims  having  been  totally  overlooked  by  means,  and  in  this  view  they  are  strength- 
the  framers  of  the  bill.  Not  only  was  there  ened  by  the  fact,  that  such  powers,  although 
no  representation  accorded  to  the  general  vested  in  some  of  the  public  bodies  in  Scot- 
practitioners  of  the  empire,  but  the  pbysi-  land,  have  for  many  years  been  allowed  to 
dans  and  surgeons  would  also  be  virtually  lie  dormant  without  any  practical  inoonve- 
nnrepresented,  the  election  of  the  six  physi-  nienoe.  But  notwithstanding  that  these  are 
cians  and  surgeons  being  confided  to  the  the  sentiments  of  the  College,  yet,  if  it  shall 
coUeges  of  the  three  kingdoms,  who  would  appear  that  it  is  the  desire  of  a  large  propor- 
doubtkss  make  choice  of  members  or  con-  tion  of  the  intelligent  members  of  ^e  Pro- 
nections  of  their  own  self-elect  councils,  fefsion  to  attempt  to  restrain  such  Practi- 
He  was  inclined  to  think,  from  the  conduct  tioners  by  penal  enactments, — rather  than 
of  the  government,  that  they  would  feel  dis-  endanger  the  final  success  of  a  measure  other- 
posed  to  listen  to  the  petitions  of  the  profes-  wise  so  beneficial,  the  College  are  disposed 
sion,  and  concede  their  claims  to  be  fairly  not  to  urge  strongly  their  own  opinions  on 
and  fully  represented.  this  head. 

We  have  also  intelligence  of  the  for-  ^i?*' "^^  ^^^*  ^^^  College  approve  most 

mation  of  a  standing  committee  out  of  ^T**&.,?'  *°®  general  spirit  and  principles 

the  Liverpool  meeting,  and  that  very  ?/  *'"'  ^*Jf •  ^^^,  *"?''  **»«*  ^"^  ^""^^^  details 

courteous  and  satisfactory  answers  had  '1  ""'^r  be  desirable  to  mtroduw  certam 

been  received  from  Sir  James  Graham,  ^^vilS-"l  ?'1'^''5!?"i  °°'  f'^l^  **" 

the  four  Members  of  the  County   and  rffim%'^^^^^^^ 

the  two  Members  for  the  Borough.  ,„„,  would  tend  materially  to  fadHtate  its 

""■"~-"""^ —  practical  application. 

RESOLUTIONS  7th,  That  the  best  thanks  of  the  College 

D«i«#*'t«  4^  4hM  mn  «^  #x^  x-i<^  D      »  ^  conveyed  to  Sir  James  Graham  for  the 

Rtlahve  io_  ihe^  BtllJ&r  the  better  Regula.  trouble  and  attention  which  he  has  bestowed 


5J^y  ^wi^fn^^lb  "f^^^'r  %*^"    ^  *»»«  preparation  of  this  BiU,  accompanied 
Sri  ^/'^^f  IL'^^Sf  ~  ^f  ^r  ■    by  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  ResolutiorimS 


1st,  

tion  that  the  Bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  ment,'  brought  under  the  consideration  of 

M«dical  Education  and  Practice,  so  long  ex-  the  Legislature,  and  finally  passed  into  a 

pected,  has  at  length  been  laid  before  the  law.  R.  Rbnton^  Preaident. 
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Heport  by  the  Royai  College  ^f  Surgeonaqf  danger  the  meaBore.     On  the  point  itsdf  the 

Edinkurgh  on  **A  Bill  for  the  better  College  have  seen  no  cause  to  alter  an  opinion 

negulatUm  iif  Medical  Practice  through'  which  they  expressed  unmUnunuly,  in   a 

out  the  United  Kingdom,"    (Approved  report  which  they  pablished  four  years  ago ; 

of,  4th  October,  1844.)  *n  opinion  upon  which  they  have  uniformly 

»       ^      .  ^  ,.          «  o                 «  » J'  acted  for  a  very  long  term  of  years,  "  that 

Tab  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edin-  proaccutions   wiU  be  found  to  fail  in  ac 

burgh  have  observed  with  the  greatest  satis-  complishing    the    object    proposed,"    that 

faction  that  the  gneyous  impediments  to  the  ..^                ^^^^  ^^  unqualified   more 

practice  of  the  heabng  art,  arising  from  the  cavLtiouB  in   practising  on  public  credulity, 

faulty  stote  of  the  laws  affecting  the  medical  ^^^^^^^^  making  them  less  successful ;"  that 

profession,  of  which  the  College  have  so  long  ^y^             ^^^^  -^  ^  ^j^^i^  pretensions  a 

nnavaUingly  compUined.  have  engaged  the  degree  offameand  of  importance,  which  those 

attention  of  Her  Majesty  s  advi^rs ;   and  pretensions  would  never  acquire    without 

that  a  legislative  remedy,  proposed  by  them,  ^^^  assistance,  and  "  that  they  may  have  an 

has  been  read  a  first  time  m  Parliament,  unfavourable  impression  on  the  character  of 

and  has  been  prmted  for  the  information  of  ^  qualified,  who  will  be  more  likely  to 

aU  who  Uke  an  interest  m  the  subject  of  it.  ^^^  ^.^jj  ^^  ^^  unprofessional  part  of 

It  IS  satisfactory  to  the  College  to  dwco-  ^^      ^Uc  if  they  have  the  magnanimity  to 

ver  that  the  proposed  bill  is  based  on  the  ^      j^  ^^^         j^  ^f  artificial  protection, 

great  goieral  principles  which  they  have  so  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^.^  ^^^^  ^      ^,li^  confidence 

repeatedly  urged  npon  the  legislature  as  being  ^^^^               ^y^^  professional  talents  and 

of  paramount  importwice  and  necessity--  qualifications."     In  this  view  the  CoUege 

vu.  umformity  and  sufficiency  in  the  amount  ^^^  themselves  fortified  by  the  concurrence 

of  education  reqmred  of  candidates  for  me-  ^j  gir  James  Graham,  of  Mr.  Warburton, 

dical  qualifications ;   uniformity  and  suffi-  ,„^  ^f  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  members  of  parliament 

cicncy  m  the  strictness  of  the  exammaUons  ^^^  have  given  attention  to  the  subject.  The 

to  which  such  candidates  are  subjected;  and  College  trust  that  the  arguments  on  both 

uniformity  in  the  pnvileges  to  which  sue  ^j^es  wiU  be  dispassionately  considered  by 

cessful  candidates  are  introduced,  m  what-  ^,,g  committee  on  the  bUl,  by  whose  decision, 

ever  division  of  the  United  Kingdom  their  whatever  it  may  be,  they  are  perfectly  wUiing 

education  and  their  qualifications  may  happen  to  abide. 

to  have  been  acquired.  The  College  further  resolved- 
It  M  also  a  leading  and  a  most  important  ^^  ^hat  the  Medical  Reform  Committee 
principle  of  the  biU  to  give  to  the  persons  y^  authorized  to  give  every  possible  as- 
thus  qualified  the  advantage  of  exclusive  ^^^^ce,  by  petition  or  otherwise,  to  the 
eligibility  to  medical  offices  m  hospitals  and  ^  ^f  ^^^  ^nW  of  Sir  James  Graham, 
other  public  mstitutions,  and  to  give  to  the  ^^^  such  altermttons  aa  may  seem  expedient, 
public  the  advantage  of  knowing  what  prac  prorided  always  that  the  great  principles  on 
titioners  are  qualified,  by  the  registration  ^y^j^  j^  ^  j,,,^  ^^  i„  „^,  ^  impaired 
and  pubhcation  of  their  names  at  stated  ^    ^^^  alterations. 

periods. 

It  is  the  opuiion  of  this  Royal  College  I                          " 

that  no  measure  of  medical  reform  ought  ^  SKETCH 

to  be  satisfactory,  either  to  the  profession  ofthb 

or  to  the  public,  which  does  not  embrace  all  PRINCIPLES  OP  A   BILL  POR  THE 

X^'^'S.^'^^-^tl^'^a  BETTER  REGULATION  OP  THE 

rights  of  medical  incorporations,  which,  in  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

certain  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  have  Bt  John  Daliitmpi.b,  F.R.CJSu 

operated  so  injuriously  as  impediments  to  _ 

the  selection  by  the  public  of  weU-educatcd  Xhe  following  sketch   I  place  before 

medical  men  for  the  performance  of  profes-  ^h^  notice  of  my  professional  brethren 

sional  duties  for  which  they  would  otherwise  ^-^^^          ^  and   unfeigned  diffidence. 

'^^e'^l^'^':tt\o  find  that  the  proposed  ^^fj^'^^^  %  ^'T  ^"^'^^"^  °'  °^ 

bill  has  beeS  objected  to  by  many  reipeitable  J.^^^y*  ^J  whether  it  repeats  the  sugges- 

medical  men,  on  account  of  its  not  containing  *">."»  of  UMUj  far  abler  wnlers  and 

provisions  for  restraining  unqualified  per-  thinkers  upon    this   subject,   I   know 

sons,  by  penalties,  from  practising  the  pro-  ^^^t;  for  I  have,  of  design,  avoided  the 

fession.    The  College  consider  this  matter  to  perusal  of  the  plansof  others,  conceiving 

be  subordinate  in  importance  to  the  great  that  some  advantage  might  nrise  from 

leading  featuresoftbebill  already  alladed  to,  the  promulgation  of  the  independent 

that  neither  of  the  two  opposite  viewa  of  it  views  of  individuals,  however  humble 

ought  to  be  uiiged  in  such  a  way  as  to  ea-  their  place  in  the^irofession.    Neither 


168    MR.  DALRYMPLE'S  SKETCH  OF  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF  A  BILL  FOR 

has  this  sketch  heen  altogether  Bug«  Taccination.  The  gOTernment  of  the 
gested  by  the  bill  of  the  Home  Secre-  country  has  not  only  the  right,  but  it 
tary,  as  lately  made  known  to  the  is  imperative  upon  it,  to  prevent  as  far 
public,  nor  by  the  various  able  com-  as  possible  the  public  health  bein^  en- 
ments  that  have  appeared  upon  that  dangered  by  the  practice  of  the  igno- 
bill.  Some  of  the  positions,  now  as-  rant,  and  the  only  obvious  mode  by 
sumed,  were  published  by  me,  anony-  which  this  protection  can  be  exercised 
mously,  two  years  since,  in  the  pages  of  is,  by  issuing  licenses  to  practise,  and 
the  Lancet ;  but  the  time  is  npe,  and  enforcing  a  previous  examination  of 
the  profession  apt  to  the  inauiry,  whe-  candidates  for  the  license,  as  a  test  of 
ther  that  bill  should  l>e  wholly  rejected,  their  ability  to  treat  disease, 
whether  it  is  susceptible  of  amendment.  The  basis,  however,  of  all  legisla- 
or  what  measures  it  may  be  prudent  to  tion  upon  the  subject  of  the  better  re« 
adopt  in  its  room.  The  principle  of  gulation  of  the  medical  profession 
"  free  trade"  in  medicine  may  to  some  should  be  Mutual  Protection.  The 
appear  fair  enough,  but  the  right  inter-  demand  of  an  examination  test  from 
pretation  of  that  cry  is  freedom  and  the  person  desirous  to  practise  medi- 
equal  privileges  to  those  anaUJied  to  cine,  presupposes  a  lone  and  painful 
practise  medicine,  and  not  the  unchain-  course  of  study,  notoriously  not  without 
mg  a  host  of  ignorant  and  designing  its  danger  to  health,  and  involving  con- 
men,  ready  at  a  word  to  commence  their  siderable  pecuniary  sacrifices.  The 
frauds  upon  the  public  health,  and  the  medical  man  who  has  expended  hi^ 
private  pocket.  There  can  be  little  youth,  and  impoverished  his  means,  in 
question  but  that  the  table  of  the  House  conforming  to  the  just  requirements  of 
of  Commons  will  groan  beneath  the  the  legislature,  has  the  most  indispu- 
weight  of  petitions  against  the  pro-  table  ground  for  claiming  immunity 
jected  bill,  but  the  question  will  natu-  from  the  attacks  of  unlicensed  and  un- 
rally  be  asked  by  its  framer,  whether  learned  practitioners, 
the  profession  as  a  body  have  any  It  is  equally  to  the  advantage  of  the 
settled  and  determined  plan  to  substi-  non-professional  public  to  be  tnus  com- 
tute  for  it.  It  is  with  a  hope  that  the  pelled  to  employ  only  licensed  persons, 
medical  mind  is  hastening  to  this  en-  when  requiring  medical  aid,  as  it  is  to 
ouiry,  that  I  have  been  induced  to  the  government  of  the  country  to  insist 
trirow  together  the  following  observa-  upon  certain  educational  qualifications 
tions,  enunciating  principles  of  reci-  before  it  admits  the  candidate  to  the 
procal  protection,  which  to  me,  as  an  enjoyment  of  public  medical  appoint- 
individual,  appear  just  and  necessary  ments.  It  is  already  penal  for  old 
to  the  future  safety  of  the  profession  \  women  to  deal  in  palmistry,  or  to  trick 
and  with  a  view  not  to  overthrow,  but  ignorant  servant-girls  by  the  arts  of 
to  conserve  and  consolidate  our  existing  conjuration;  but  the  proposed  laws 
colleges  and  boards  of  national  educa-  contemplate  the  entire  impunity  of  the 
tion.  more  dangerous  charlatan,  who,  out- 
It  is  necessary  to  add  that  these  ob-  stepping  tne  highwayman,  robs  at  once 
servations  have  a  particular  operation  the  unfortunate  of  his  money  and  his 
only  as  regards  England  and  Wales,  life. 

though  the  extension  of  the  principles  The  bill    lately   presented    to    the 

to  Ireland  and  Scotland  would  be  ob-  House  of  Commons,  by  the  Home  Se- 

vious  and  easy  enough.  cretary,  in  repealing  previous  statutes,* 

John  Dalrtmplb.  and  actually  extinguishing  the  powers 

66,  Groivenor  Street,  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Apothe- 

f   Vi^'        j-T     .  f  caries,  seeks  to  remove  all  those  pro- 

1.  Objects  of  Legtslatttm.  tections  from  the  medical  practitioner 

The  protection  of  the  health  of  the  that  at  present  exist ;  and  by  expressly 

community  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  as  refusing  all  interference  with  unlicensed 

much  the  care  of  the  laws,  as  that  of  and  ignorant  pretenders,  leaves  him  in 

property,  or  of  the  public  peace.    That  a  worse  position   than  before.    It  is 

this  is  virtually  admitted  may  be  seen  in  true  the  proposed  bill  requires  a  di- 

the  various  sanatory  provisions  relating  ploma,  or  license,  from  the  projected 

to  quarantine,  drainage  of  lands,  sewer-  ^ard  of  Health,  previous  to  the  elec- 

age  in  large  cities,  &c.  and  directly  by  tion  of  persons  to  the  ill-paid  offices 

a  recent  enactment  upon  the  subject  of  held  by  medical  men,  but  these  pubhc 
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situations  are  never  sought  after  by  the  that  he  continues  to  pay  his  annual 

empiric^  and  are  far  beneath  the  aim  duty  to  government. 

of  nis  mercenary  ambition.  IV.  For  every  case  of   unlicensed 

Nor  is  there  any  increased  security  practice  proved,  a  fine  of  £5  shall  be 
in  the  fact,  that  the  unlicensed  practi-  inflicted,  and  after  a  certain  number  of 
tioner  will  be  unable  to  compel  pay-  convictions  a  limited  term  of  imprison- 
ment for  his  so-called  services  m  a  ment  shall  undeviatingly  follow*, 
court  of  justice,  for  it  is  well  known  V.  Secret  medicines  ought  also  to  be 
that,  until  within  the  last  few  years,  the  dealt  with,  and  it  might  be  provided 
general  practitioner,  duly  qualified  by  that  such  as  are  already  recognised  and- 
law,  did  not  believe  he  could  succeed  permitted,  should  continue  the  pro- 
in  enforcing  his  legitimate  demands,  perty  of  the  possessor  only  during  his 
and  that  the  physician  cannot,  at  life,  and  upon  the  formula  or  receipt 
tlie  present  moment,  legally  compel  being  duly  registered  at  the  stamp  or 
his  fee.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  patent  office.  The  proprietor  of  a  se- 
the  fear  of  non-payment  for  their  time  cret  medicine  has  no  juster  claim  for 
and  skill  never  has,  nor  will  in  future,  an  extended  protection  of  his  nostrum, 
deter  persons  from  engaging  in  the  than  the  inventor  of  a  new  machine, 
practice  of  medicine  or  surgery ;  and  and  the  law  of  patents  does  not  pertnit 
that  neither  the  profession  nor  the  pub-  an  hereditary  or  unlimited  property  in 
lie  are  protected  by  this  mocTtery  of  a  the  discovery, 
bill,  from  the  inroads  of  the  unlicensed  ^  .  f  Health 
medicine-vender,  quack-salver,  or  cheat.  ~-    »,        oa      oj             . 

What,  then,  are  the  means  by  which  JI-  To  carry  out  these  provisions  a 

the  medical  and  non-medical  public  may  "Board  of   Health'   should  be  esta- 

be   mutually  guaranteed   against  this  blished,  which,  in  place  of  being  chiefly 

danger  P    In  answer  to  this  question,  the  nominees  of  the  crown,  as  at  pre- 

the   following   observations    are  sub-  sent  proposed,  should  in  fact  represent 

mitted  in  all  humility  to  the  judgment  the  profession  at  large.    It  should  be 

of  the  medical  profession.  their  duty  to  confer  the  licenses  to 

I.  Let  every  present  possessor  of  a  practise,  and  to  maintain  the  correct- 
diploma  to  practise  from  any  of  our  ness  of  the  roll  or  registry  of  the 
exi8ting,legallyconstituted,educational  "^1"^^^  practitioners.  .^  ,  , 
boards,  be  registered  in  the  order  of  his  The  Board  of  Health  might  also  be 
standing,  and  receive  a  license  to  prac-  empowered  to  stnke  off  the  registry 
tise,  and  let  every  future  candidate  for  such  persons  as  should  notonously 
practice  be  submitted  to  due  examina-  offend  against  the  decencies  or  the  sci- 
tion  before  he  receives  his  license,  or  is  ence  of  the  profession.  Such  oersons, 
entered  upon  the  registry.  whose  names  are  still  to  be  found  lo 

II.  Let  everv  person  entered  upon  the  annual  lists  of  our  colleges,  are  at 
the  roU  of  licensed  practitioners  pay  a  this  moment  regular  advertising  quacks, 
small  annual  stamp  duty  to  the  govern-  renders  of  secret  medicines,  and  are 
ment,  say  £3  or  £5.  P«ffed  into  notice  by  the  usual  arU  of 

III.  A  sum  of  from  60  to  100,000£  advertisement  in  the  newspapers,  of 
would  probably  be  thus  raised  to  the  ^^^^  distributed,  and  placards  posted  in 
government,  in  consideration  of  which,  fhe  pubhc  streets.  Persons,  also,  who 
let  the  government  provide  the  means  ^a^e  been  convicted  by  a  jury  of  man- 
for,  or  sanction  the  prosecution  of,  every  slaughter  or  inalapraxis  (a  homble  in- 
case of  unlicensed  practice  that  shall,  stance  of  which  has  recently  shocked 
upon  suflScient  proof,  be  brought  before  the  public  mind)  should  be  disqualified 
the  proper  tribunal.  from  future  practice,  and  be  struck  off 

If  the  facts  of  medical   attendance,  the  roll  accordingly.    A  precedent  for 

coupled  with  the  sale  of  drugs,  or  ad-  this  power  is  to  be  found  m  the  profes- 

vice  given  for  pecuniary  or  other  emo-  sion  of  the  law.                -    ,     t»      j    * 

lument,  can    be    proved   against  the  By  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of 

accused,  it  shall  be  considered  suflicient  Health  to  direct  the  affairs  of  the  me- 

for  conviction  to  show  that  the  offen-  "TTT            ~      \     I            Z       ",     \. 

,    ,                         .          _  -1     .  .  •  The  present  mode  of  prosecution  of  unli- 

ders  name  is  not  upon  the  registry,  or  censed  practitioners  is  far  too  costly  and  too 

DO  defence  shall  be  considered  suffi-  slow  to  attain  the  desired  end.   Sncn  offences 

oipfit  withmit  nroof  of  hift  hpina  in  no«-  •hould  be  samroarily  dealt  with  before  the  police 

cient  witnout  prooi  or  nis  nemg  m  pos-  ^^ij,trate,  or  before  two  justices  of  the  peace, 

session  of  a   license   to  practise,  and  in  petty  sessions  assembled. 
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dical  profession,  and  to  confer  the  li-  would  crush  the  more  modest  asptra^ 

censes  to  practise,  it  would  appear  at  tions  of  genius.    The  field  being  fair 

first  sight  that  all  the  powers  vested  in  and  open,  extended  mental  culture  and 

the  existingmedical  corporations  would  moral  worth,  crowned  with  deserved 

necessarily  cease ;  that  their  sources  of  success,  would  no  longer  be  bolstered  up 

income  would  be  dried  up ;   and  the  by  artificial  rank  and  exclusive  privi- 

collections  of  scientific    objects,    the  leges. 

work  of  many  years  of  public  and  pri-  rx- ,-    m-     j       -       m     r 

vate  munificence,  be  overthrown  and  Dutmcttve  department  of  practice. 

scattered  to  the  winds.    Such  a  disas-  VIII.  Thoueh  uniformity  of  rights 

trous  event  is  neither  the  object,  nor  be  thus  secured  to  the  medical  profes- 

would  it  be  the  efiect  of  the  plan  here  sion,  yet  would  I  not  exclude  tne  pos- 

proposed.  sibility  of  attaining  -higher  honours. 

I  nold  aU  our  medical  corporationt  While  each  practitioner  would  be  em- 

to  be  useful  as  they  are,  and  capable  by  powered  to  select  any  particular  branch 

a  modified  management  of  becoming  of  practice,  or  to  combine  the  whole, 

the  fountains  of  honour  in  our  general  he  should  not  be  prevented  from  ob- 

art.   1  would  wish  to  see  them  respected  taining  distinct  honours,  which  a  gene- 

for  their    utility,  honoured  for  their  rous  rivalry  would  accord  to  those  esta- 

science,  and  venerated  for  the  high  po-  blishing  a  claim  to  such  distinctions, 

sition  they  mi^ht  attain,  and  ror  the  The  possession  of  superior  knowledge, 

rewards  of  ment  they  might  be  capable  the  hi^h  cultivation  of  science  (which 

of  distributing  to  the  most  worthy  of  latter  is  seldom  in  our  profession  ac- 

8uch  distinctions.    I  would  desire  to  companied  by  corresponding  pecuniary 

retain  unimpaired  the  Royal  CoUeees  advantages)  should  entitle  a  person  to 

of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  as  branches  demand,  on  proof  of  such  acquirements, 

of  our  national  boards  of  medical  edu-  admission  into  our  present  colleges,  and 

cation  ;  and  1  heartily  desire  to  see  the  to  possess  himself  of  their  diploma. 

Worshipful  Company  of  Apothecaries  Some  modification,  a  remodelling,  rat  her 

elevated  into  a  Royal  College  of  Phar-  than  a  destruction,  of  these  institutions 

macy,  separated  from  the  mercantile  might  become  necessary }  and  I  shall 

department  of  the  present  company.  bave  occasion   hereafter  to  advert  to 

Uniformity  of  legal  riyhti.  this  topic,  in  illustration  of  the  plan  I, 

,,•-    ,          i/«            J    •    i_i        J  with  submission,  present  to  the  notice 

yil.  It  would  be  very  desirable,  and,  of  the  profession, 

indeed,  the  effect  of  the  plan  here  re-  j^.  The  title  of  medical  practitioner 

spectfully  proposed,  that  every  person  gj^^^j^  y^  understood  to  signify  one 

practising  naedicine  or  surgery,  or  both,  licensed  to  practise  medicine  and  sur- 

should  receive  the  same  quahfication  to  generally ;  for  the  art  of  the  obste- 

practise,  and  that  the  examination  test  ^^cian,  oculist,  aurist,  dentist,  &c.  are 

shoiild  be  equal  for  all.  ^^ly  subdivisions  of  one  general  whole. 

The  division  of  our  common  profes-  ^^^  ^,j^„„^,^  ^e  safely  or  advantageously 

sion  into  subordinate  or  sepapate  parts  practised,  without  a  knowledge  of  the 

is  by  no  means  incompatible  with  an  f^^g  regulating   healthy   and  morbid 

uniform  standard  of  qualification.    Al-  function.    To  obtain  such  a  license  as 

though  taste,  position,  onport unities,  ^1,^  ^^e  contemplated,  would  demand 

and  the  like,  may  afterwards  determine  ^  Yixghtv  standard  of  education  than 

the  channel  imo  which  an  individual  ^^w  exists :   while  the  examinations 

may  choose  to  direct  his  energies,  yet  it  gho^id  ^  practical  ns  well  as  theore- 

ought  to  be  compulsory,  at  the  outset  ti^al,  a  point  in  which  they  are  at  pre- 

ofhfe,  that  he  should  prove  his  qnahfi.  gen^  g^  profoundly  deficient,  that  the 

cation  m  any,  and  all,  departments  of  ^^11  ground  has  o'fren  great  advantage 

the  healing  art.  qy^p  jj,g  well-grouudrd  candidate  for 

In  this  manner  an  uniformity  of  the  ^^xe  professional  degree, 
profession   would  be  attained,  giving 

enualrights,conferringequal  privileges,  ^^ode  of  examination  of  candidates  for 

Tne  acquisition  of  honour,  wealth,  pub-  practice* 

lie  estimation,  would  be  within  the  aim  X.  I  would  respectfully  propose  that 

of  all.      No    sensibilities    would    be  all  students,  candidates  for  a  license  to 

wounded  by  unmerited  exclusion ;  no  practise,  should  pass  an  examination 

domination  of  irresponsible  corporations  oefore  each  of  the  existing  boards  of 
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medical  education  :  but  in  order  to  sim-  Diplomas  of  the  Colleget, 

plify  this  great  obiect  the  present  Royal  XI  I.  It  might  be  further  permitted  to 

College8,and  the  Worshipful  Company  the  existingCollegestogrant  diplomas  to 

of  Apothecaries,  should  be  restricted  to  each  pereons  as,  having  already  a  li- 

certain  departments  of  science  as  sub-  cense  to  practise,  desire  to  exercise  a 

jects  of    examination,  the  details  of  particular  branch  only,  or  who  aim  at 

which  might  be  hereafter  matter   of  the  higher  distinctions  due  to  a  higher 

arrangement.  standard  of  education.    Thus  we  might 

The  candidate  for  a  license,  prior  to  giiu  have  our  "  doctors  of  medicine"  and 

beinp  placed  on  the  registry,  should  be  «« masters  of  surgery,"  of  whom  should 

required  to  produce  to  the  Board  of  consist  the  body  of  Fellows  of  each 

Healthcertificates,orletter8testimonia),  College  j   but  of  this  rank  ought  the 

of  having  passed  satisfactorily  in  che-  council  to  be  chosen,  and  the  Fellows 

mistry,  materia  medica,  pharmacy,  and  generally  ought  to  be  the  electors, 

medical  botany,  (midwifery?)  before  the  It  would  be  possible  for  the  Wor- 

Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Worshipful  shipful  Company  of  Apothecaries,  if 

Company  of  Apothecaries.  raised  into  a  Royal  College,  to  which 

2dly.  Testimonials  of  qualification  in  their  meritorious  exertions  of  late  years 

anatomy,  general  and  special,  physio-  in  elevating  the  standard  of  qualifica- 

logy  and  surgery,  (midwifery?)  from  tion  fully  entitle  them,  to  constitute  a 

the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons ;  and,  higher  honorary    distinction  than  at 

3dly.  Certificatesof  examination  from  present  exists ;  but  however  that  might 

the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, in  pa-  be,  the  self-government  of  the  CoHeges 

thology,  morbid  anatomy,  therapeutics,  and    Hall    should   remain    with   the 

and  forensic  medicine.  Fellows  and  Members  thereof. 

The  production  of  these  three  certi-  Honorary  Distinctions 
ficates  should  entitle  the  student  to  a  f,  i  -i  *  •■ 
license  to  practise,  and  to  his  -being  Suppose  a  person,  already  possessed 
placed  on  the  registry  at  a  proper  age,  ^J  a  license  to  practise  from  tne  Board 
<say  not  under  twenty-three  years)  and  ?(  Health,  gifted  with  an  ardent  mind, 
upon  payment  of  a  stipulated  fee.  Each  hw  opportunities,  may  be,  directing  him 
certificate  from  the  examining  boards  *<>  '^e  practice  of  a  particular  depart- 
should  also  bear  a  fixed  fee,  which  ^^^  ^f  his  profession,  claim  those 
•hould  form  a  part  of  the  income  of  ^^9^^^  distinctions  to  which  extended 
each  college,  anTthe  control  and  ex-  5c»«nce  would  fairly  entitle  him.  He 
peiiditure  of  these  monies  should  be  devotes  himself  to  medicine,  and  offer- 
vested  in  the  council  of  the  respective  »^«  himse  f  to  ft  further  ordeal  and  test 
colleges  or  corporations.  ^.^  ™e"5  at  the  Royal  College  of  Physi- 
-T  -.  ...  /•  f-  Clans,  he  aspires  to  the  Doctorate ;  or, 
Fees  for  examinatton  for  license.  desirous  to  take  a  lead  in  surgery,  he 

XI.  It  might  be  provided,  also,  that  applied  for  the  honorary  diploma  of 
though  the  license  to  practise  would  be  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons— would 
paid  for  through  separate  channels,  the  any  be  envious  of  his  success  ?  It  is 
total  cost  need  not  exceed  the  present  his  devotion  to  the  acquisition  of  know- 
price  of  obtaining  the  diplomas  of  the  ledge,  and  the  proof  of  his  having  dc- 
Collegeand  Hall  conjointly;  for  though  served  this  reward,  that  would  disarm 
some  of  the  fees  now  paid  might  be  the  cavillers.  He  acquires  no  further 
lowered  thereby,  the  three  establish-  right,  no  exclusive  privilege  ;  it  is  this 
ments  would  receive  an  ample  honour  alone  to  which  he  aspires,  and 
equivalent  in  having  a  share  in  the  a  College  composed  of  such  <*  Fellows" 
examination  of  every  medical  pracii-  would  indeed  rank  high  with  the  gene- 
tioner,  ral  body  of  the  proKssion,  and  need 

The  payment  of  a  small  annual  stamp  fear  no  rival,  no  detractors, 

duty  to  government,  would  be  compen-  _, ,               ^. «    j 

sated  to  the  practitioner  in  enlarged  t,ducatton  oj  Students. 

Erivileges,  and  in  the  conviction  tnat  XIII.  As,  however,  it  must  be  granted 

e  acquired  certain  protection  in  his  that  the  mass  of  information  required 

functions,  by  the  extinction  of  unli-  for  the  safe  granting  of  a  license  to 

censed  interference.    The  expenses  of  practise  is  very  considerable,  as  well  as 

theBoardofHealth,  and  of  maintaining  of  various  kinds,  it  would  be  prudent 

the  registry  would  also  be  defrayed  out  and  more  convenient  that  all  tne  exa- 

of  this  annual  fund.  minations  should  not  be  delayed  until 
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the  period  of   obtaining  the  license,  attendance  in  the  dissecting  room.  The 

The  time  to  be  occupied  in  medical  time,  however,  that  ought  to  be  deyoted 

studies  should  be  fixed  at  a  minimum  to  one  of  the  most  essential  studies  is 

period,  and  at  the  expiring  of  certain  broken  up,  and  frittered  away  by  a 

minimum  terms  (and  not  before)  the  compulsory  attendance  upon  drnly  and 

student  should  be  entitled  to  demand  almost  hourly  classes.     The  mind  of 

his  examination  in  separate  and  parti-  the  student  is  distracted  by  the  too 

cular  branches  of  medical  science,  and  various  subjects  of  inquiry,  and  his 

on  satisfaction  of  the  examiners  a  cer-  health  is  impaired  by  the  miasma  of 

tiiicate  to  that  effect  be  eranted.  the  bodies,  which  decompose  upon  the 

The  candidate  should  nave  the  option  table  from  his  want  of  time  to  complete 

of  choosing  the  order  in  which  he  would  sufficiently  early  the  commenced  dis- 

present  himself  at  these  separate  exa-  section. 

minations,  as  the  period  oi  his  profi-  Evils  of  this  natnre,  it  is  true,  have 

ciency  in  certain  departments  of  know-  been  recognised,  and  partially,  though 

ledge  might  depend  in  individual  cases  imperfectly,  guarded  against,  by  spread- 

upon  opportunities  it  would  be  fair  to  ing  the  whole  system  of  education  over 

give  him  the  advantage  of*.  a  greater  space  of  time ;  but  why,  may 

XIV.  It  might,    however,  be  ver^  I  ask,  might  not  the  student  be  per* 

desirable  that  even  a  preliminary  exami-  mitted  to  make  himself  master  of  me- 

nation  in  the  tUerce  hnmauiores  be  in-  dical  botany,  a  knowledge  of  chemistry^ 

stituted,  without  a  certificate  of  com-  materia  medica,  and  pharmacy,  or  any 

petence  in  which,  the  student  should  of  the  collateral  branches  of  his  art,  at 

not  be  permitted  to  commence  his  me-  any  period   of   his  apprenticeship,  if 

dical  studies.                                           .  apprenticeships,  as  they  now  exist,  are 

It  must  be  conceded  by  every  rea-  to  be  continued  at  all  P  The  examina- 
sonable  person,  that  means  of  acquiring  tions  he  is  required  to  submit  himself 
a  knowledge  of  any  science  or  profes-  to,  ought  to  be  sufficient  test  of  his  pro- 
sion  ought  to  be  altogether  unfettered,  ficiency  in  the  sciences,  and  he  ought 
untrammelled  by  any  conventional  to  be  left  free  to  obtain  such  knowledge 
restrictions  $  in  short,  that  facilities  in  any  manner  that  his  means  or  op- 
should  be  offered  at  least,  and  the  en-  portonities  place  within  his  power  or 
joy  men  t  of  those  facilities  rendered  as  convenience. 

little  costly  as  is  compatible  with  the  There  is,  however,  one  Kstriction  it 
fair  remuneration  of  the  teacher.  The  might  be  advisable  to  make,  and  that 
present  system  of  a  prescribed  curri-  is,  the  student  should  be  compelled  to 
eulum,  a  compulsotv  attendance  of  devote  a  certain  definite  period  to  at- 
students  at  certain  places,  and  in  de-  tendance  in  the  wards  of  a  sufficiently 
fined  seasons,  is  by  no  means  necessary  large  hospital  or  infirmary  of  the  United 
to  the  acquisition  of  the  required  know-  Kingdom.  However  valuable  may  be 
ledge,  and  a  cursory  glance  will  expose  the  science  taught  in  foreign  hospitals ; 
one  of  the  difficulties  that  now  besets  however  lar^e  ma^  be  the  experience 
the  student  in  obtaining  a  full  and  prac-  of  their  medical  officers,  and  unbounded 
tical  acquaintance  with  the  preliminary  as  are  the  facilities  offered  by  the  con- 
branches  of  science.  tinental  establishment  for  the  sick,  still 

A  thorough  knowledge  of  anatomy  he  ought  to  be  required  to  attend  a  cer- 

cannot  be  derived  from  lectures  and  tain  definite  time  at  our  own  home 

books  merely— only,  indeed,  by  a  close  hospitals,  that  he  may  inform  himself 

^ of  the  practice  experience  has  shown  to 

•  The  order  which  a  student  would  pursue  in  be  best  suited  to  disease,  modified,  as 

;SSS;5'*^'SS"S»S2Sg!rj?Si'"^aSSoi;!  "  »•  \'^'  peculianUcof  ourcHmate, 

would,  without  being  compulaoiy,  soon  take  ■  i)yiiereaitary  dispositions,  or  the  charac- 

n"^.«^,  co«"*e-  ^?«  ^^}^*  ^^  •*»«  purpose  of  teristic  differences  of  our  British  mode 

faciutatinr  his  ftitare  labours,  commence  with     ^eu„:^„     mtuu  *u:^ *•        t  ij 

chemistry,  materia  medica,  ic.  and  pass  the  pf  living.    With  this  exception,  I  would 

examinanonoftheCompanyofApothecanes,prior  leave  the  mode  or  order  in  which  the 

SUi?:SS"JiSSrlS^?1SS?IS?S^iS  •'"*"»  »<=1"''-"  W«  profewional  infor-  . 

of  inquiry,  he  would  previously  make  himself  malion  ns  free  and  unfettered  9s  be- 

master  of  anatomy  and  the  laws  of  healthy  func-  comes  the  spirit  of  a  liberal  and  scien- 

tion.    Hence,  his  second  certificate  of  examina-  «{i:^  nrnfi^amexn 

tjon  would  be  that  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  "^c  proiesBion. 

geons.   This,  I  repeat, would  be  the  natursjor-  Licensed  Asnttanit. 

net,  and  i^eneraUy  followed,  without  the  absnr-  -vtr    ti     •         i.                       ^    « 

dity  of  a  compulsory  carriculum.  i^  V.  Having  thus  presumed  that  the 
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candidate  has  satisfactorily  passed  his  him  tb  return  it  sisned,  BAd  with  the 

preliminary  examinations,  and  obtained  names  of  the  candiaates  chosen  by  him, 

the  certificates  then  granted  to  him,  he  clearly  designated ;  still  the  vast  bulk 

should  be  qualified  to  require  of  the  of  the  constituency  would  give  rise  to 

Board  of  Health  his  fireneral  license  to  serious  difficulties, and  the  qualification 

practise.     But,  shouM  circumstances  of   candidates    would   in     the    great 

arise  which  induce  the  student  to  delay  majority  of  instances  be  wholly  un- 

this  proceeding,  I  would  give  him  the  known  to  the  electors.      Hence    the 

power,  by  legistenng  his  certificates,  choice  might  often  fall  upon  the  least 

(gratuitously)  to  tdie  the  place  of  a  eligible  candidate,  and  chance  too  much 

licensed  dispensing  or  visiting  assis-  operate  where  prudence  and  judgment 

tan t  to  a  duly  qualified  practitioner.  oufi;ht  alone  to  prevail. 

XVI.  The  admiHutration  of  the  af-  Is  it  not  possible,  however,  so  to  con- 
fairs  of  the  medical  profession  comprises  struct  the  machinery  of  elections,  as  to 
the    formation   of    a     registry;    the  obviate  many  of  the  difficulties,  without 
conduct  of  elections;  the  granting  li-  dispossessing  them  of  that  character  of 
censes  to  practise ;  the  control  of  the  freedom  aad  popularity  which  ought  to 
finance  dej^artmcnt;  and  the  medium  be  the  basis  of  all  representation^?    I 
of  communication  between  the  Govern-  think  it  is :  and  to  this  point  I  would 
ment  of  the  country  and  the  medical  invite  serious  attention, 
profession.    Hence,  these  matters  must  i?^«;.*«  #;  « 
be  committed  to  the  direction  of  a  cen-  ^^^„       ttegutration. 
tral  board  or  council,  to  be  elected  out  XVTII.— All  persons  already  Ucensed 
of  iKe  general  body  of  the  membert  of  ike  J?  practise,  and  all  persons  who  may  in 
profeuion.  future  receive  a  diploma  or  license  to 
/>        21   rzr    t^v  practise,  should  be  registered  in  the 
Council  of  Health.  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  respective  dates  of  their 

It  IS  not  a  concession  to  the  feehngs  diplomas,  and  should  receive  a  properly 
of  the  profession,  but  a  right  inherent  signed  and  sealed  certificate  thereof, 
m  it,  that  the  election  of  such  a  council  it  should  also  be  required  that  an 
should  be  popular  and  unlimited ;  in  annual  registration  be  made  of  all  per- 
other  words,  that  each  person  who  has  sons  qualified  to  practise,  with  their  re- 
qualified  himself  to  practise  ought  to  spective  christian  and  surnames,  places 
be  qualified  to  vote  for  the  appointment  of  abode,  and  if  required,  their  honorary 
of  councillors,  and  himself  be  eligible  titles  and  distinctions ;  that  lists  should 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  office,  be  printed  under  the  authority  of  the 
The  only  restriction  it  would  be  pru-  Board  of  Health,  and  given  to  each 
dent  to  make  wouldbe  the  attainment  practitioner  on  demand.  That  this  re- 
of  a  certain  age  (say  30  years),  and,  as  of  gistration  should  have  legal  force,  and 
necessity,  the  sittings  of  such  a  central  upon  a  person  proving  himself  to  be 
board  must  be  in  London  (for  England  the  individual  named  in  the  authorised 
*?^  Wales),  the  members  thereof  printed  list,  he  should  require  no 
should  be  required  to  reside  in,  or  fcrther  evidence  of  his  qualification  to 
witbm  a  certain  distance  of,  the  me-  practice. 

^TvH.  Suppose,  however,  that  the  ^ r v'^^^r'''"*  inDUtrict,. 
council  be  limited  to  thirty  six,  (whereof  aIX.  —  The  machinery  for  such 
nine  would  be  ex-officio  members*),  «nnoalregistration  should  be  as  follows, 
and  of  these  nine  should  vacate  ^  Registrar  should  be  appointed  for 
their  seats  annually,  it  would  follow  ®*^t  °^e^«>P<'^»^*n  borough,  and  for 
that  an  annual  election  of  nine  coun-  *^*f "  county  of  England  and  Wales,  his 
cillors  must  take  place,  by  means  of  an  8*'^ry  to  be  proportioned  to  the  size  of 
enormous  constituency,  and  one  spread  *!^°  ]"®  number  of  practitioners  within, 
over  the  whole  surface  of  England  and  ™  district.  He  should  keep  a  book, 
Wales.  wherein  by  a  certain  fixed  day  in  each 
Supposing,  also,  that  the  form  of  ^^^^  ^®  should  see  that  each  licensed 
election  were  by  printed  lists  forwarded  P^ctitioner  in  his  district  signed  his 
to  each  elector,  the  registrar  requiring  "*?®  *"^  P**^^  ^^  abode.  At  the  first 
—5  registration    of    any    practitioner   he 

ti;.'Se'i!S^'isv5^'XT^'Sd'ri°i'5?  f r '^  ^-  «*i"«\*» «»«"'  ¥•  ^'pf"*. 

and  two  of  the  Court  of  AmuUdU  of  the  Wor-  *>"*»  having  once  been  registered,  the 

shipfol  Society  of  Apothecaries.  production  of  the  diploma  should  QOt 
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be  required  while  he  continued  to  live  from  their  comparatively  small  num^ 

in  the  same  district.  bers,  the  labour  and  certainty  of  Uiia 

Within  a  month  after  the  completion  the  most  important  of  all  the  elections, 

of  the  district-re^stry — the  registrar  The  mode  of  conductingthis  election 

should  transmit  it  to  the  Board  of  is  by  no  means  difficult. 

Health)  or  Central  Council,  and  by  The  borough  and  county  registrars 

them    a    complete    list   of    members  should  print  a  list  of  candidates  for  the 

licensed   ta  practise  in  England  and  district  committeeship,  and  send  such  a 

Wales  should  be  made  out  and  printed  list  to  each    practitioner  within    his 

— and  that  too  by  a  definite  period  in  district.  The  list  should  be  returned  on 

each  year.  The  registry  of  the  preced-  or  before  a  certain  day  with  the  proper 

ing  year  to  have  legal  force  until  the  number  of  names  selected,    and  the 

next  list  be  published.    Such  a  regis-  paper  signed  by  the  elector.    His  sig- 

tration,  it  will  be  seen,  is  necessary  as  nature  being  compared  by  the  renstrar, 

a  preliminary  to  all  elections.  or  by  scrutineers,  with  the  signed  regis- 

ZW,/«W  CommilUe..  tration  book,  and  found  to  corregpond, 

,^,,     „,     ,.          ,          .  .         ,,  the  votes  should  be  cast,  and  the  m- 

XX.— The  bcensed  practitioner  thus  dividuals  having  the  greatest  number 

registered    in    districts,    should    elect  of  votes  would  become  the  district  com- 

tnennially  three  or  five  persons,  to  act  mittees,  and  the  proziet  to  vote  for  the 

as    district   councils    (when    in    the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health, 

counties  to  be  resident  in  the  metropo-  n*     ■       y 

litan  town  of  such  county),  and  who  Election  of  Council. 

should  act  as  the  representatives  or  XXI. — The   same  form   might   be 

proxies  of  the  medical  practitioners,  in  adopted  in  the  election  of  the  Board  of 

the  election  of  the  Board  of  Health ;  Health,  the  constituency  being  in  this 

and  it  will  hereafter  be  shown  that  instance  the   295  distinct   committee 

other    and   important    duties   might  men,  acting  for  the  15000  or  more  prac- 

devolve  upon  these  district  committees,  titioners  at  large.    In  such  a  manner  a 

thus  : —  fair  and  popular   election  would   be 

1st.  Each  licensed  practitioner  would  secured,  and  at  the  same  time  an  in- 
be  represented  primarily  by  his  proxies  telligent  and  cautious  selection  of  can- 
in  the  district  committees,  and   this  didates  effected, 
election  would  be  wholly  popular.  The  appointment  as  district  com- 

2d.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  mittee  man  would  be  soueht  for  as  an 

the  persons  elected  as  proxies  or  dis-  honourable  distinction,  while  the  trust 

trict  committee  men,  would  be  amongst  reposed  in  him  by  the  provincial  prac- 

the  most  eminent  and  respectable  prac-  titioners  would  ensure  tne  necessary  re- 

titioners  of  the  county  towns ;  and  it  is  sponsibility,  since  his  re-election  might 

certain  that  the  character  and  qualifi-  mainly  depend  upon  the  manner  in 

cations  ofthe  candidates  for  so  honour-  which  he  executed  his  several  func- 

able  an  office  would  be  generally  well  tions. 

known  to  their  brethren  of  the  respec-  Many  advantages,  I  am  inclined  to 

tive  districts.  think,  would  arise  out  of  the  appoint- 

3d.  The  persons  elected,  being,  it  is  ment  of  these  district  councils.  It  would 

presumed,  the  most  eminent  and  up-  be  a  return  to  some  of  our  Saxon  insti- 

right  men   resident  in  the  provinces,  tutions,  the  local  self-management  of 

would  feel  they  held  a  responsible  posi-  our  guilds  and  corporations,  and  would 

tion  in   the  right  of  voting   for  the  obviate  some  of  the  evi]^  of  centralisa- 

CentralCouncil,and  would  undoubtedly  tion.    Complaints  against  unlicensed 

be  in  a  better  position  from  their  stand-  practitioners    might  be  examined  by 

ing  and  more  extended  ac<]uaintance,  them,  and  if  the  charges  were  borne* 

for   examining   into  and  judging  of  out  by  inquiry,  they  might  be  laid 

the   Qualifications   of  candidates   for  before  the  magistrate,  ana  conviction 

the  Metropolitan  Council  or  Board  of  insured.    I  beneve  also,  that  breaches 

Health.  of  medical  etiquette  and  the  quarrels 

4th.  The  nnmber  of  actual  voters  for  ^     ;;              Z    _^„    .    ^     7"IirT     Zl 

the  CentndCouncil  would  be  reduced  Siil^^^SlSII^Jr  ST  SST^^^SSSIiS 

to  about  300*,  and  greatly  facilitate,  boroogbs,  for  the  pnrpoM  of  ftdiitstinr  tte 

,                                        Totiiir  of  Limdon  practitionen  (London,  weit- 

*  If  the  nnmber  of  UwDiftrictConunifcte  men  minster,  Sonthwark,  Fhubarir,  l^nbcth,  and 

be  limited  to  flvc^  lor  each  cooBtj,  we  thatthsvo  the  Tower  H«nieli,)SS,ora  total  of  S86  proxies. 
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that  occasionally  will  arise  amongst  of  the  medical  periodicals  in  this  conntry,  as 
medical  men,  wouH  often  be  referred  to  well  as  in  France  and  Germany,  and  from 
these  councils,  by  the  disputants,  as  to  the  circnmstanoe  of  some  of  them  haying 
a  tribunal  or  court  of  honour,  and  their  been  thought  worth  reprinting  and  translat- 
mediation  would  often  compose  such  h>K  ■*>ro*d.  At  all  events,  I  have  done  my 
diferences,  and  prevent  the  injurious  best  endeavours  to  be  useful,  as  far  as  my  op- 
scandal  of  a  more  public  course.  portumties  would  aUow,  *'  ~n«dera^^^^^ 

Finally,  such  a  board  would  not  un-  ^^^''J^J^r  L^^  iJZ^I^^^^ 
-_         *.!     V               1*  J   1       *u-.  1       1  neither  time  nor  expense  m  mvesngaang 
frequently  be  consulted  by  the  local  .^^^    ^^   continenial   practice,    which    I 
municipal  authorities    upon   questions  *;;;      ^t    might    be    advantageously    made 
relating  to  the  general  health,  m  cases  ^^^^^  ^  ^he  profession  in  En^and. 
of  epidemic  disease,  m  investigating  the  I  am,  sir. 
causes  of  un usual  mortality,  and  the  like.  Your  obedient  servant. 
_^___  Edwin  Leb. 

•«^-^.«    M^«  «  «*^««  ^««  ^■rww^^-w^^t.Tr,  Upper  Soutbwlck  Street, 

ROTAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.  *^*oct.  I6, 1844. 

PROTEST. 

To  ih€  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazelie.  xo  the  PreHdeni  and  Couneii  of  ike  Royal 

Sir,  College  qf  Surgeona, 

You  did  me    the  favour  to   insert  some  Gentlemen,— Peeling  confident,  after  the 

remarks  respecting  the  omission  of  my  name  sacrifices  which  I  had  made  in  my  endeavours 

from  the  first  list  of  Fellows  of  the  Royal  to  promote  the  science  of   medicine  and 

CoUege  of  Surgeons,  in  which  I  referred  to  wrgery.  that  an  impartial  estimaHon  of  my 

my  claims  being  superior  to  those  of  many  claims  would  have  entitled  me  to  be  named 

gentlemen  who  were  elected,  both  as  re-  «mong  the  first  of  those  who  were  elected 

gaided  seniority,  and  also  from  my  being  the  Fellows  of  the  College  under  the  new  charter, 

successful  competitor  for  the    Jacksonian  ^  cannot  but  consider  the  intentional  omis- 

Priae  Essay,  on  one  of  the  most  important  «on  of  my  name  from  the  Ust  which  has  just 

subjects  in  surgery  (Kthotomy  and  lithrotity),  appeared,  as  an  affront  attributable  either  to 

and  author  of   other  works.      On   which  the  exercise  of  an  influence  hostile  to  me  in- 

account,  most  of  the  chief  medical  societies  dividuaUy.  or  of  the  unfair  partUlity  which 

and  academies  on  the  continent  had  con-  in  other  instances  has  afforded  such  strong 

ferred  upon  me  their  honorary  diplomas,  grounds  of  complaint ;  and  I  protest  against 

The  writer  of  an  anonymous  reply  to  my  the  injustice  which  has  been  done  me  by  so 

letter,   acknowledged   that  some   of   those  unwarranUble  an  abuse  of  delegated  power. 

wbo  had  strong  claims  might  have  been  in-  ^  ^m,  sir, 

■dvertenUy  omitted,  which  omissions  the  Your  obedient  servant, 

subsequent  list  was  intended  to  rectify  ;  and  Edwin  Lbe. 

recommended    those    who  felt    themselves  UpporSonthwick  Street, 

agrieved  to  wait  for  its  appearance.     Inad-  Oct.  16, 1844. 


▼ertency,  however,  could  not  have  been  the  ljgATURE  OF  A  POLYPUS  OF  THE 
reason  of  my  exclusion,  as  I  bad  previously  rkni?D 
sUted  my  claims,  and  afterwards  sent  a  note  BLADDER, 
to  the  College  to  inquire  the  grounds  upon  Augusta  S.,  45  years  of  age.  unmarried, 
which  they  were  not  allowed ;  to  which  I  had  long  complained  of  pain  and  difficulty  of 
received  no  other  answer  than  that  it  had  making  water,  of  bloody  urine.  &c.  ;  when 
been  laidbefore  the  Council ; — and  perceiring  one  day  suddenly  a  dark  red  body,  which 
that  my  name  has  been  also  left  out  on  the  bled  freely,  presented  itself  between  the  labia, 
present  occasion,  I  considered  that  I  ought  Careful  examination  discovered  it  to  be  a 
to  protest  strongly  against  so  manifest  an  polypus,  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.  and  project- 
act  of  tnjustioe,  ^though  estimating  the  very  ing  from  the  urethra,  which  could  readily  be 
i|«estionable  honour  of  the  Fellowship  at  its  entered  with  two  fingers,  and  the  pedicle  of 
true  value,  and  being  aware  that  its  being  the  polypus,  which  was  one  third  of  an  inch 
conferred  or  withheld  from  me  could  not  thick,  follawed  into  the  bladder,  without 
affect  my  position  in  the  estimation  of  the  however  getting  to  its  point  of  attachment. 
profession.  I  succeeded  in  throwing  a  ligature  round  it 
Your  correspondent  observed,  that  all  by  means  of  two  elastic  catheters,  and  then 
persons  who  write  books  are  not  to  be  con-  with  a  proper  cannla,  constricted  it  as  lar 
sidered  as  having  promoted  the  advance  of  within  the  bladder  as  I  could  reach.  On 
science,  in  which  I  cordially  concur ;  but  as  the  third  day  the  ligature  was  tightened,  and 
tiie  aUonon  referred  to  me,  I  am  perfectly  on  the  sixth  the  polypus  fell  off.  The  patient 
wiOfaic  that  the  utility  of  my  publications  recovered  completely.  —  Dr.  Tkiinemann^ 
siwala  btjadfed  from  the  expressed  opinions  Medi^mKhe  Zeitungp  No.  9. 
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be  required  while  he  continued  to  live  from  their  comparatively  small  num- 

in  the  same  district.  hers,  the  labour  and  certainty  of  this 

Within  a  month  after  the  completion  the  most  important  of  all  the  elections, 

of  the  district-registry — the  registrar  The  mode  of  condnctingthis  election 

should  transmit  it  to  the  Board  of  is  by  no  means  difficult. 

Healthi  or  Central  Council,  and  by  The  borough  and  county  registmrs 

them    a    complete    list   of    members  should  print  a  list  of  candidates  for  the 

licensed   to  practise  in  England  and  district  committeeship,  and  send  such  a 

Wales  should  be  made  out  and  printed  list  to  each    practitioner  within    his 

— and  that  too  by  a  definite  period  in  district.  The  list  should  be  returned  on 

each  year.   The  registry  of  the  preced-  or  before  a  certain  day  with  the  proper 

ing  year  to  haye  legal  force  until  the  number  of  names  selected,    and  the 

next  list  be  published.    Such  a  regis-  paper  signed  by  the  elector.    His  sig- 

tration,  it  will  be  seen,  is  necessary  as  nature  being  compared  by  the  ree^strar^ 

a  preliminary  to  all  elections.  or  by  scrutineers,  with  the  signed  regis- 

District  Commillee..  ll^t^^^C  "1^  ??""^  1°  correspond, 
,,„  „.  ,.  ,  .  .  ,,  the  votes  should  be  cast,  and  the  m- 
XX.— The  bcensed  practitioner  thus  dividuals  having  the  greatest  number 
repstered  in  districts,  should  elect  of  votes  would  become  the  district  com- 
tnenniall;^  three  or  five  persons,  to  act  mittees,  and  the  proxies  to  vote  for  the 
as  district  councils  (when  m  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
counties  to  be  resident  in  the  metropo-  r.*  •  ^ 
litan  town  of  such  county),  and  who  Election  of  CouhcU. 
should  act  as  the  representatives  or  XXI. — The  same  form  might  be 
proxies  of  the  medical  practitioners,  in  adopted  in  the  election  of  the  Board  of 
the  election  of  the  Board  of  Health ;  Health,  the  constituency  being  in  this 
and  it  will  hereafter  be  shown  that  instance  the  295  distinct  committee 
other  and  important  duties  might  men,  acting  for  the  15000  or  more  prac- 
devolve  upon  these  district  committees,  titioners  at  large.  In  such  a  manner  a 
thus  : —  fair  and  popular  election  would  be 
I  St.  Each  licensed  practitioner  would  secured,  and  at  the  same  time  an  in- 
be  represented  primarily  by  his  proxies  telligent  and  cautious  selection  of  can- 
in  the  district  committees,  and  this  didates  effected, 
election  would  be  wholly  popular.  The  appointment  as  district  com- 
2d.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  mittee  man  would  be  sought  for  as  an 
the  persons  elected  as  proxies  or  dis-  honourable  distinction,  wnile  the  trust 
trict  committee  men,  would  be  amongst  reposed  in  him  by  the  provincial  prac- 
the  most  eminent  and  respectable  prac-  titioners  would  ensure  tne  necessary  re- 
titioners  of  the  county  towns ;  and  it  is  sponsibility,  since  his  re-election  might 
certain  that  the  character  and  qualifi-  mainly  depend  upon  the  manner  in 
cations  ofthe  candidates  for  so  honour-  which  he  executed  his  several  func- 
able  an  office  would  be  generally  well  tions. 

known  to  their  brethren  of  the  respec-  Many  advantages,  I  am  inclined  to 

tive  districts.  think,  would  arise  out  of  the  appoint- 

3d.  The  persons  elected,  being,  it  is  ment  of  these  district  councils.  Itw^ould 

presumed,  the  most  eminent  and  up-  be  a  return  to  some  of  our  Saxon  insti- 

right  men   resident  in  the  provinces,  tutions,  the  local  self-management  of 

would  feel  they  held  a  responsible  posi-  our  guilds  and  corporations,  and  would 

tion  in  the  right  of  voting   for  the  obviate  some  of  the  evi)p  of  centralisa- 

Central  Council, and  would  undoubtedly  tion.    Complaints  against  unlicensed 

be  in  a  better  position  from  their  stand-  practitioners    might  be  examined  by 

ing  and  more  extended  ac<}uaintance,  them,  and  if  the  charges  were  borne* 

for   examinin^^   into  and  judging  of  out  by  inquiry,  they  might  be  laid 

the   Qualifications   of  candidates    for  before  the  magistrate,  and  conviction 

the  Metropolitan  Council  or  Board  of  insured.    I  believe  also,  that  breaches 

Health.  of  medical  etiquette  and  the  quarrels 

4th.  The  number  of  actual  voters  for  ^     ;;               ;      7~    '    '     7~~~     ~r 

♦>ip  Pfinti^l  PniiTinil  woiil<)  ht»  r^Aupt^ti  '<"'  *>>*  *'  conntiet  of  England  and  Wales.  360 

tne  central  l^ouncu  woujq  oe  reaucea  ,„^^  pitBdet-HMld  to  thew  the  metropolitan 

to  about  300*,  and  greatly  facilitate,  borougiu,  for  the  purpose  of  ftciUtatinff  th« 

., TOtinf  of  London  pracntioners  (London,  west- 

*  If  the  number  of  the  District  Committe  men  minster,  Sonthwark,  Flnshury,  Lambeth,  and 

bt  Umitcd  to  flv^  tor  each  county,  we  shall  hava  the  Tower  Hamlets,)  85,  or  a  total  of  S99  proxies. 
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that  occasionally  will  arise  amongst  of  the  medical  periodicalf  in  this  coantrj,  as 

medical  men,  would  often  be  referred  to  wcU  as  in  France  and  Germany,  and  from 

these  councils,  by  the  disputants,  as  to  the  circnmstanoe  of  some  of  them  having 

a  tribunal  or  court  of  honour,  and  their  been  thought  worth  reprinting  and  translat- 

mediation  would  often  compose  such  jng  abroad.     At  all  events,  I  have  done  my 

f^^l^oTalSore^S  X^^rwTnS  STC^^^^^^^^^ 

scandal  of  a  more  nublic  course  P^^  inconvenience  to  myself ;  having  spared 

Finally,  such  a  board  would  not  un-  ^^^^^^  ^^^  „^^         ^^  .^  investigating 

frequently  be  consulted  by   the  local  .^^^    ^^   continenial   practice,    which    I 

municipal  auihonties    upon  questions  fhoaght    might    be    advantageously    made 

relating  to  the  general  health,  m  cases  i^n^wn  to  the  profession  in  England, 

of  epidemic  disease,  in  investigating  the  I  am,  sir, 

causes  of  unusual  mortality,  and  the  like.  Your  obedient  servant, 

EowiN  Lbb. 

UoDer  Southwjck  Street. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.  ^t.  16,  isU.          ' 

PROTEST. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gaieite.  ^o  the  Preeident  and  Council  of  the  Royal 

Sib,  College  qf  Surgeona, 

You  did  me    the  favour  to   insert  some  Gentlemen,— Feeling  confident,  after  the 

remarks  respecting  the  omission  of  my  name  sacrifices  which  1  had  made  in  my  endeavours 

from  the  first  list  of  Fellows  of  the  Royal  to  promote  the  science  of   medicine  and 

Collie  of  Surgeons,  in  which  I  referred  to  ««»'gcry,  that  an  impartial  estimation  of  my 

my  claims  being  superior  to  those  of  many  cbi»™»  ^o«»*<*  *>a^«  entitled  me  to  be  named 

gentlemen  who  were  elected,   both  as  re-  •'"ong  t^e  first  of  those  who  were  elected 

garded  seniority,  and  also  from  my  being  the  Fellows  of  the  College  under  the  new  charter, 

successful  competitor  for  the    Jacksonian  I  cannot  but  consider  the  intentional  omis- 

Prise  Essay,  on  one  of  the  most  important  «<>»>  of  mj  name  from  the  list  which  has  just 

Bubjectsin  surgery  (Hthotomy  and  lithrotity),  appeared,  as  an  affront  attributable  either  to 

and  author  of   other  works.      On   which  the  exercise  of  an  influence  hostile  to  me  in- 

account,  most  of  the  chief  medical  societies  dividually.  or  of  the  unfair  partiality  which 

and  academies  on  the  continent  had  con-  '^  other  instances  has  afforded  such  strong 

ferred  upon  me  their  honorary  diplomas,  grounds  of  complaint ;  and  I  protest  against 

The  writer  of  an  anonymous  reply  to  my  ^^  injustice  which  has  been  done  me  by  so 

letter,   acknowledged  that  some   of   those  unwarrantable  an  abuse  of  delegated  power. 

who  had  strong  claims  might  have  been  in-  ^      ^  ^'''''  ''*'' 

advertently   omitted,  which   omissions  the  Your  obedient  servant, 

subsequent  list  was  intended  to  rectify  ;  and  Edwin  Lb«. 

recommended    those    who  felt    themselves  Upper  Soatbwick  Street, 

agrieved  to  wait  for  its  appearance.     Inad-  Oct.  16, 1844. 


vcrtency,  however,  could  not  have  been  the  liq/^tURE  OF  A  POLYPUS  OF  THE 
reason  of  my  exclusion,  as  I  bad  previously  Ar»m?Tj 
stated  my  claims,  and  afterwards  sent  a  note  BLADDER, 
to  the  College  to  inquire  the  grounds  upon  Augosta  S.,  45  years  of  age,  unmarried, 
which  they  were  not  allowed ;  to  which  I  had  long  complained  of  pain  and  difficulty  of 
received  no  other  answer  than  that  it  had  making  water,  of  bloody  urine,  &c. ;  when 
been  laid  before  the  Council; — and  perceiving  one  day  suddenly  a  dark  red  body,  which 
that  my  name  has  been  also  left  out  on  the  bled  freely,  presented  itself  between  the  labia, 
present  occasion,  I  considered  that  I  ought  Careful  examination  discovered  it  to  be  a 
to  protest  strongly  against  so  manifest  an  polypus,  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg,  and  project- 
act  of  injustice,  although  estimating  the  very  ing  ^m  the  urethra,  which  could  readily  be 
questionable  honour  of  the  Fellowship  at  its  entered  with  two  fingers,  and  the  pedicle  of 
true  value,  and  being  aware  that  its  being  the  polypus,  which  was  one  third  of  an  inch 
conferred  or  withheld  from  me  could  not  thick,  foUawed  into  the  bladder,  without 
affect  my  position  in  the  estimation  of  the  however  getting  to  its  point  of  attachment, 
profession.  I  succeeded  in  throwing  a  ligature  round  it 
Your  correspondent  observed,  that  all  by  means  of  two  elastio  catheters,  and  then 
persons  who  write  books  are  not  to  be  con-  with  a  proper  cannla,  constricted  it  as  far 
aidered  as  having  promoted  the  advance  of  within  the  bladder  as  I  could  reach.  On 
idence,  in  which  I  cordially  concur ;  but  as  the  third  day  the  ligature  vraa  tightened,  and 
tiie  allusion  referred  to  me,  I  am  perfectly  on  the  sixth  the  polypus  fell  off.  The  patient 
vrilUng  Uiat  the  utility  of  my  publications  recovered  completely.  —  Dr.  7!ii^fi«matifi, 
ahonld  be  judged  from  the  cziNreaied  opiniona  Mtdi^nUehe  Ztitung^  No.  9. 
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DISINFECTION  OP  SEWERS,  BallingaU  (Sir  Geo.),  Outlines  of  Military 

CESSPOOLS,  &c.  Surgery.     3d  editioup  8to. 
M.  SiRET  finds,   after  a  great  variety  of     .  Cooper  (Samuel),  An  Introductory  Ad- 

triala,  that  a  quantity  of  a  mass  composed  as  °'"®"  ^  ^^  Students  of  University  College, 

follows  :—  *'  ***«  opening  of  the  Winter  Session  in  the 

Sulphate  of  iron  .         .         200  lbs.  Faculty  of  Medicine,  1844-45.     8vo. 

Sulphate  of  zinc  .         .           25  „  Facts  and  Observations  in  Medicine  and 

Vegetable  charcoal        .           1 0  „  Surgery,  the  gleanings  of  ten  years  of  active 

Sulphate  of  lime  .         .         265  „  general    practice.       By    John    Grantham, 

in  all  500  lbs.,  thrown  into  a  sewer  or  cess-  *^- „?*.?'•  *^-  ^* 

pool,  has  the  power  of  disinfecting  it  in  a  Pnnaples  of  Forensic  Medicine.     By  W. 

very  remarkable  and   effectual  manner. —  ^'  ®"y»  ***®*  Cantab.     Part  3. 

Compter  RenduM,  Vol.  xix.  No.  5.  ^  Treatise  on  Inflammation  as  a  Process 

_ .  ofAnormal  Nutrition.     By  John  Hughes 

CREASOTE  IN  NiEVUS  MATERNUS.  Bennett,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 

Dr.  Thornton  informs  us  that  of  all  the  jJ^""^^.  ",X*^  ^^J^\  ^t^'^'^'^-V''' 

applications    he  has   tried    against  noevus  filriow    Fd    r;..^    F^^^                  T^ 

(telangiectasis),  the  most  effectual  Ucreasote.  5"*°'"'  ^^l  F^^'  ^^'  ^'  ^''^'^^*  ^'  ^' 

He  had  treated  three  cases  in  the  course  of  ^'2.7°!'  '"**  ^'  ^^^^\  ^  ,.          «     ^ 

the  year  successfully  with  this  substance.    It  Eletaents  of  Medical  Police.      By  Dr. 

is  applied  two  or  three  times  daUy  more  or  B"«et  Hawkins.     (An  mcomplete  volume, 

less  diluted.     Excoriation,  ulceration,  and  "T'J °  v  ^^k    .u    tut^-    ,      ^  c      •    . 

gradual  disappearance  of  the  nevus  ensues ;  .  ^  Manrfesto  by  the  Mediod  and  Suiigical 

the  cicatrix  h^  always  been  smooth   and  Association  of  the  Borough  of  Marylebone. 

aound.^MedieiniseAe  Zeitung,  No.  9.  ®^°-     ^o^»'  <><«•  ^844. 


NEW  CONTINENTAL  WORKS. 


RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW.  Landrau.— De  la  Kistotomie  post^rieure, 

Pouchet  (F.  A.)  Thforie  positive  de  la  *^^  d&hirement  de  la  cristalloide  post^rieure 

F^ndation  des  Mammif^res.     8vo.   Paris.  ****'^"  ^  extraction,  comme  moyen  de  s'op- 

Mandl,  Traits  d' Anatomic  Microscopique.  ^f^^  *^  cataractes  membraneuses  secon- 

6vo.    Paris.  daires;    par  F.  T.  T.  Landrau.     In  8vo. 

Canstatt,   Die   Specielle  Pathologic  und  ^^'  „  ,       ^      .,, 

Therapie.      Bd.   III.,  4to.,  5to.,  und  6to.      ^P®   Meynard.— Considerations    philosop 

Lieferung  8vo.     Eriangcn.  phiques  et  pratiques  sur  les  maladies  de  la 

Liebig,    Traits    de  Chemie    Oreaniqne.  ?;"^"ce'  les  flueuis  bUnches,  etc.;  par  le 

Tom.  III.    Paris.  Doctcur  de  Maynard.     In  8vo.     Toulouse. 

Will,   Hone  Tergestin«,  oder  Beschrei-  •    Segalas.—Des  Lesions  Traumatiques  de 

bung  und  Anatomic  der  im  Herbste  1843  ^  '"*^"®  °®  '  ^P***®  considerces  sous  le  rsp- 

beiTriestbeobachtetenAkalcphen.  2Tafeln.  P®*"'  ^®  ^^^  influence  sur  les  fonctions  des 

4to.     Leipzig.  organes  gcnito-urinaires.     In  8vo.     Paris. 

Davies  (John,  M.D.)  An  Exposition  of  ,,***^*''    *^"   ***®   fremden    Koerper  im 

the  Laws  which  reUte  to  the  Medical  Pro-  J^enschen.     8vo.  sewed.     Vienna, 

fession  in  England;  with  an  Appendix,  con-  ,    Marchand,  R.  P.,  Lehrbuch  der  physio- 

taining  an  ample   Analysis  of  Sir  James  ^OKJf  *»«»  Chemie.     8vo.  sewed.     Bcriin. 
Gnham's  Bill.     8vo.  Marquart,  Clamor,  Lehrbuch  der  practis- 

Thomson  (John,  M.D.).  Sir  J.  Graham's  ^^  "°^  theoretischen  Pharmacie.    2  vols. 

Bill  repudiated.     8vo.  8vo.  sewed.     Mayence. 

BeU  (Jacob).  A  wncise  Historiwil  Sketch  rqyAL    COLLEGE    OF   SURGEONS 
of  the  Progress  of  Pharmacy  ra  Great  Bn-  Qp  eNGIjAND 

tain.    8vo. 

Prichard  (J.  C.  M.D.),   Researches  into  ^  ^^^i^Z  admitted  Members  on  Friday, 

the  Physical  History  of  Man.     3d  edition.  S     t^*  x    «  ^^^^^•--^-   Jewison.—H. 

Vol.  4  (Researches  into  the  History  of  the  5''?*'^  "^i'    «"'''?•  ~"  ^;,  ^ST'* ""  F'  J^r 

Asiatic  Nations),  8vo.  Crisp.— W.   Bowden.  —  C.  Ede.  —  J.  W. 

Browne  (Sir  Thomas,  Kt.  M.D.),  Beligio  Harn9on.>-.B.  Cawthome. 

Medici:   its  sequel,  Christiain  Morak.     A  APnTnu-PAPTFQ'  hatt 

new  edition.    By  John  Peace.     Post  8fo.  APOTHECARIES    HALL. 

Vestiges  of  the  Natural  History  of  Crea-         Gentlemen  who  have  obtained  Certificatet, 

lion.    PostSvo.  Oct,  17.— R.  S.  Rogers,  Bristol.— E.  N. 

JeaifresoQ  (William),  A  Practical  Treatise  Sison,  London. — R.  Barnes,  Notting  llill. 
on  Diseases  of  the  Eye.     8vo.  Oct.  24. — A.  W.  Gabb,  Abergavenny. — 

Fownes  (Geo.),  A  Manual  of  Elementary  H.  HiUer,  Sheffield. — W.  Fenton. — J.  S. 

Chemistry,  Theoretical  and  Ptvctical.     Post  Le<Mon. 

^^^'  Wilson  Ac  Ooi lvy,  57,  Sklnoer  Street,  London. 
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REPORTS  resided  during  the  greater  part  of  this  time 

'  in  a  rather  close  and  unhealtby  sitnatioa  in 

By  H.  Fba&nsids,  M.B.,  the  neighbourhood  of  Golden  Square. 

ov  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  this  country,  an 

CASES  TREATED  IN  UNIVERSITY  !:iP^°^*"VVMt  ?J5f^-^S^ 

TanooB  parts  of  bis  boay,  and  was  const- 

COLLEGE  HOSPITAL.  dered  to  be  of  a  syphilitic  nature  by  a  medi- 
^—^  cal  man  under  whose  care  he  placed  himself. 
Cough  of  twelve  months*  duroHon,  and/ail^  He  also  began  to  suflTer  from  various  symp- 
ure  qf  the  health  during  the  same  period,  tomg  ©f  disorder  of  the  digestive  organs, 
Recent  acute  attaek—pyresHa— little  €«-  guch  as  a  sense  of  oppression  in  the  epigas- 
pectoration—after    some    dags    sudden  trie  region  after  taking  food.     About  the 
increase  in    its  quanHty  —  remarkable  game  time,  aUo,  be  began  to  cough  a  little, 
fator  of  the  expectorationr-signs  ofdis-  and  principally  in  the  morning  on  first  ris- 
ease  in  the  apex  and  bass  qf  the  Hght  ing,  and  he  became  weaker,  and  less  equal 
lung— development  qf  amphoric  respira-  to  his  employment  than  he  had  previously 
tion,  pectoriloquy,  gurgling— rapid  ema-  been.     He  sought  the  reUef  of  these  symp- 
ciation— death.      Large  ^fusion  in  the  toms  in  empiricism,  and  attended  for  some 
right  pleura— gangrene  of  the  right  lung  time  at  the  Homoeopathic  Institution,  but 
—pneumonia  qfthe  l^  one,  without  benefit.     He  then  attempted  to  foU 
GiLBERT  Raymond,  set.  28,  admitted  into  low    the    system    of   "  vomi-purgatives,'' 
University  College  Hospital,  under  Dr.  Tay-  adopted  by  some  Parisian  charlatan,  but 
lor,  June  9th,  1843.      A  man  of  ordinary  equally  without  advantage.     About  the  lat- 
stature,    slight    conformation,    and  sallow  ter  end  of  April,  or  beginning  of  May,  being 
complexion ;  he  is  a  shoemaker,  which  oc-  one  of  a  party  collected  to  celebrate  the 
cnpation  he  has  always  followed ;  he  is  a  birthday  of  a  friend,  he  danced  much,  be- 
single  man  ;  has  always  had  a  sufficiency  of  came  very  warm,  and  returned  home  late  at 
wholesome  food  and  warm  clothing  ;  he  is  night,  and  very  thinly  clothed.     He  shivered 
not  in  the  habit  of  habitually  taking  either  much,  both  at  the  time  and  afterwards ;  but 
fermented  or  spirituous  liquors.     His  pa-  no  other  obvious  signs  of  disease  appear  to 
rents  are  living  and  healthy ;  he  has  seven  have  presented  themselves  in  addition  to 
brothers  and  sisters,  all  of  whom  are  healthy,  those  previously  existing.    About  a  fortnight 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Piiy  de  Dome,  in  Cen-  after  this  date,  however*  on  attempting  to 
tral  Prance,  where  he  resided  until  he  was  carry  a  load,  which  he  could  formerly  have 
18  years  of  age:  during  this  period  he  has  borae  without  difficulty,  the  exertion  fa- 
no  recollection  of  having  had  any  illness ;  tigued  him  so  much,  that  he  felt  its  effects 
his  breath,  however,  has  always  been  rather  for  three  days  afterwards, 
short,  but  he  was  not  then/  nor  has  he  sub-  About  fifteen  days  agO|  as  he  suffered 
sequently,    until    within   the    last  twelve  considerably  from  dyspnoea,  which  he  attri- 
months,  been  subject  to  cough ;    and  he  buted  to  flatulence,  he  went  out  for  a  walk, 
never  had  hsemoptysis.     At  the  age  men-  and,  upon  returning  home,  he  felt  exoeed- 
tioned  he  went  to  Paris,  where  he  remained  ingly  weak  and  languid,  had  much  headache, 
for  nine  years.    During  this  period  he  was  heat  of  skin,  and  Uiirst,  but  no  increase  of 
(tb  use  his  own  expression)  "  very  gay,"  but  cough.    At  this  time  he  ceased  attending  to 
escaped  without  any  more  serious  indisposi-  his  employment.    Three  days  afterwards  he 
tion  than  a  venereal  affection.    He  has  been  became  so  ill,  that  he  was  obliged  to  remain 
in  London  about  eleven  months,  and  has  in  bed.    Nine  days  ago  he  had  rigors  {  he 

884.— XXXV.  N 
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htgBOi  to  cough  more,  and  sufTer  from  pain  more  marked  oyer  the  upper  and  lower, 

in  the  upper  part  of  the  right  side  of  the  than  over  the  middle  third.    Oyer  the  upper 

chest,  about  the  third  costo^stemal  articn-  half  of  this  side  the  respiratory  murmur  Is 

lation ;  this  pain,  he  states,  has  since  been  feeble,  and  accompanied  by  a  submucous 

gradually  travelling  downwards.     From  the  rhonchns ;  over  the  lower  part  of  the  side  it 

report  of  the  medical  man  under  whose  care  is  inaudible.     Upon  the  posterior  surface  of 

the  patient  was,  it  appears  that  at  this  time  the  left  side    the  respiratory   murmur   is 

there  was  dulness  on  percussion  over  the  feeble,  but  less  so  than  upon  the  opposite 

lower  part  of  the  right  side,  and  that  a  ere-  side. 

pitant  rhonchus  was  heard  over  the  same  The  impulse  of  the  heart  is  rather  strong, 
situation,  but  whether  the  fine  crepitation  Its  sounds  healthy ;  pulse  96,  soft  and  corn- 
characteristic  of  pneumonia  or  not,  is  doubt«  pressible. 

fnl.     Soon  after  the  development  of  these        The  breath  has  the  same  foetid  odour  as 

acute  symptoms,  the  patient  began  to  expec-  the  expectoration  ;  the  tongue  b  coated  with 

torate  a  tenacious  reddish  or  brown  fluid  ;  a  a  brownbh- white  clammy  fur ;  he  complains 

few  days  ago  he  began  to  expectorate  sud-  of  having  constantly  a  disgusting  taste  in 

denly,  and  in  large  quantity,  a  foetid,  yel-  his  mouth  from  the  Expectoration ;   he  is 

lowish-grey,  purulent  liquid,  and  this  has  very  thirsty ;  has  no  appetite,  and  suffers 

continued  up  to  the  present  time.      The  much  from  a  sense  of  oppression  about  the 

treatment  adopted  consisted  in  the  admini-  stomach  after  taking  food.      His  bowels  are 

stration  of  small  doses  (gr.  J)  of  tartarised  rather  confined ;    his  urine  pale,   sp.   gr. 

antimony  ;    but  the    cough  has  increased  1020,  and  unaffected  by  heat  or  nitric  acid, 

much  in  severity,  the  breathing  has  become  He  has  no  pain  or  tenderness  on  pressure 

more  difficult,  and .  the  patient  has  rapidly  upon  any  part  of  the  abdomen ;  the  liver 

lost  flesh  and  strength.  does  not  descend  below  the  margin  of  the 

State  upon  admitsion. — His  complexion  ribs, 
is  pale,  and  rather  sallow,  and  his  appear-         TVeatment,  and  progrm  qf  the  ease, — 

anoe  altogether  cachectic.     He  generally  lies  Tartarized  antimony  was  prescribed  in  mo- 

upon  his  back  or  left  side,  as  resting  upon  derate  doses  (gr.  ^),  and  the  patient  was 

the  right  side  increases  the  violence  of  the  placed  upon  low  diet.     For  some  time  the 

cough.     He  is  most  free  from  cough  when  only  alterations  which  he  presented  were,  an 

in  the  erect  posture.    The  surface  generally  increase  in  the  amount  of  debility  and  ema- 

is  rather  hot.     He  has  no  pain  about  the  elation ;  the  cou|^  and  expectoration  conti- 

head,  but  feels  giddy  on  sitting  up ;  he  sleeps  nued  as  before ;  there  was  no  pain  about  the 

indifferently.  chest,  but  the  patient  complained  that  oough- 

He  has  some  feeling  of  dyspnoea,  and  the  ing  occasioned  pain  in  the  left  iUac  region, 
number  of  respirations  is  28  per  minnte ;  he  The  degree  of  fever  was  not  considerable, 
has  considerable  (>nin  over  the  situation  of  and  the  physical  signs  observed  from  time  to 
the  costal  cartilages  upon  the  right  side  of  time  were  but  a  repetition  of  those  remarked 
the  chest ;  he  suffers  much  from  a  violent  on  his  first  admission.  His  increasing  de- 
snd  frequent  cough,  and  expectorates  a  bility  indicating  the  propriety  of  a  change 
large  quantity  (six  or  eight  ounces  in  twenty-  in  the  mode  of  treatment,  on  June  21st  the 
fbur  hours)  of  a  thin  yellowish-grey  fluid,  antimony  was  withdrawn,  morphia  in  small 
which  contains  a  good  deal  of  air,  and  ex-  doses  ordered  to  be  taken  night  and  mom- 
hales  a  peculiarly  foetid  odour.  ing,  and  he  was  placed  upon  a  more  nou- 

The  left  side  of  the  chest  appears  to  move  rishing  diet.  For  a  few  days  the  change 
more  than  the  right  one  in  respiration,  appeared  to  be  beneficial ;  he  slept  better. 
About  an  inch  below  the  nipple  the  right  his  cough  was  less  violent,  the  expectoration 
side  measures  a  quarter  of  an  inch  more  less  profuse,  and  he  repeatedly  expressed 
than  the  left  one ;  the  vocal  fremitus  is  himself  as  feeling  much  better  in  every  re- 
greater  upon  the  right  than  upon  the  oppo-  spect ;  but  the  improvement,  however,  was 
site  side.  Under  the  right  clavicle,  and  over  delusive,  and  the  further  progress  of  the 
the  upper  part  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  case  will  be  best  exhibited  in  the  daily  re- 
the  sound  on  percussion  is  somewhat  dull,  ports. 

ahd  the  respiratory  murmur  over  the  same        June  26th. — The  morphia  appears  to  be 

space  has  a  bronchial  character,  especially  losing  its  effect  upon  him  ;  he  does  not  ^leep 

in  expiration.     The  lateral  surface  of  the  so  well,  and  coughs  more ;  the  expectora- 

rtght  side  of  the  chest  is  dull  upon  percus-  tion  also  has  increased  in  quantity,  and  is 

sion ;  and  this  is  observed  even  when  the  equally  foetid  as  when  first  observed.    There 

patient  lies  upon  the  opposite  sid3.    The  is  considerable  thirst,  and  heat  of  skin.    The 

SQond  on  percussion  under  the  left  clavicle  is  left  side  of  the  chest  as  a  whole,  moves  more 

not  very  resonant,  and  the  inspiratory  mur-  in  respiration  than  the  right  one.     On  per- 

mur  in  this  situation  is  rough  and  pro-  cussion  below  the  right  clavicle,  the  sound 

longed.     Posteriorly,  the  greater  part  of  the  elicited  is  much  duller  than  upon  the'  corre- 

right  side  is  dull  upon  percussion,  this  being  spending  part  of  the  opposite  side  ;  from  the 
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moond  intercostal  space  to  the  foarth  rib,  the  the  last  day  or  two,  he  has  experienced  i^ 

sound  is  considerably  clearer ;  fttnn  the  fonrth  sharp  lancinating  pain  about  an  inch  below 

to  die  sixth  rib  it  again  becomes  duller,  and  the  right  nipple  on  coughing,  or  turning  sud- 

bdow  the  last  mentioned  point  it  is  perfectly  denly.     His  tongue  is  covered  with  a  coat  of 

dull.     Over  the  right  infra-clavian  spac4,  clammy  mucus;  he  is  very  thirsty ;  betakes 

the  respiration  is  bronchial,  and  has  some-  a  moderate  quantity  of  food,  and  with  some 

what  of  this  character  from  the  second  to  the  relish.     Below  the  right  mamma,  also  on  the 

fourth  ribs ;  in  the  latter  situation,  and  near  lateral  surface  of  the  right  side,  and  about 

the  mamiila,  respiration  is  less  distinct,  and  the  same  level,  there  is  a  (tisdnct  double 

the  expiratory  murmur  is  occasionally  bron-  friction  sound.    The  amphoric  respiration 

dual,  and  almost  amphoric ;  amncousihon-  remains  as  distinct  as  before,  and  is  more 

chns  is  also  heard  at  the  same  spot.    Below  extended.    The  left  side  of  the  chest,  both 

the  fifth  rib  the  respiratory  murmur  is  inaudi-  anteriorly  and  posterioriy,  is  less  resonant 

ble.     On  the  lateral  surfice  of  the  right  side  than  natural. 

of  the  chest,  the  sound  on  percussion  is  dull        Omittatur  Ferri  Todidum.     Applicentnr 
over  the  upper  third,  less  so  over  the  middle  Hirudines  vj.  lateri  dextro. 

third,  and  completely  so  over  the  lower  por-        5th.— He  no  longer  experiences  the  same 

tion  of  the  side.     Upon  the  fourth  nb  late-  p^in  „  y^^^^  ^^  application  of  the  leeches  ; 

raUy,  rsspuration  has  an  amphonc  character,  t^g  frfction-sound  continues  audible  both 

Posteriorly  there  is  dulness  on  percussion  ^g^  ^^  njppjg  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  j^teral  surface 

on  the  right  supia.spinous  fossa ;  the  sound  ^  ^^  ^hest ;   in  the  latter  situation,  about 

IS  less  dull  ontheinfra-spmousftwa;  below  the  level  of  the  fourth  rib,  some  sound  of 

tiie  inferior  angle  of  the  scapuk  it  agion  gurgling  is  heard.     Tae  cough  is  less  frc- 

beeomes  duller,  and  is  perfect]^  so  over  the  qagnt  and  severe,  and  the  tapectoration  is 

lower  part  of  this  region.    The  vocal  fre-  greaUy  reduced  in  quantity  ;  the  skin  is  less 

nddw  IS  stronger  upon  the  lower  part  of  the  hot .  p^igc  112  ;  respirations  28  per  minute. 

right,  than  of  the  left  side.    Over  the  right  xhe  bowels  are  much  confined, 
rapra-spinoiufosn,  respiration  bless  feeble,        The  leeches  to  be  repeated,  and  a  dose  of 
with  somewhat  of  a  bronchial   character;  ^^^^u^  •«  wo  ic|#w»«hi,  ouu  a  uvw  ut 

over  the  middle  portion  of  the  right  back  it  "P^"'*  °»"*™  ^'^' 
is  strongly  bronchial,  almost  amphoric ;  over  6th. — He  complains  that  the  cough  occa- 
tiie  inferior  third  it  is  inaudible.  The  vocal  sions  much  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
resonance  is  strong  over  the  middle  third  of  right  side  of  the  chest ;  the  expectoration 
tiie  right  side,  and  has  much  of  the  character  continues  less  in  quantity,  but  has  a  more 
of  oegophony;  over  the  right  infra-spinoua  strongly  foetid  odour;  pulse  122,  and  small; 
foesa,  there  is  also  considerable  vocal  reso^  respirations  30  per  minute.  The  cracked- 
nance,  pot  sound  is  occasionally  heard  on  percusdon 

The  upper  part  of  the  left  side  is  less  re-  near  tiie  right  nipple ;  the  friction*sound  is 
sonant  upon  percussion  than  the  lower  por-  still  faintiy  heard,  but  the  amphoric  respira- 
tion, tion  is  less  distinct  upon  the  lateral  surface 

9>  Ferri  lodidi,  gra.  iij. ;  AquK,  f^.    M.  of  the  chest.    Posteriorly,  the  duhiess  on 

fiat  haustus,  ter  die  sumendus.  percussion  on  the  right  side  of  the  chest 

extends  from  its  inferior  margin  to  a  little 

June  30th. — ^During  a  severe  paroxysm  of  above  the  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula, 
coughing  this  morning,  he  expectorated  about        pj^e  grains  of  Carbonate  of  Ammonia,  in 
2  or  3  ox.  of  blood,  and  his  expectoration  has  combination  witii  Sp.  iEth.  Nit.  and 

rince  been  tinged  with  that  fluid.     He  per-  Camphor,  to  be  taken  three  times  daily, 

spires  rather  freely ;  pulse  112,  and  very 

soft ;  respirations  28  per  minute.   (The  mor-        7th.— The  debiUty  and  emaciation  appear 

phia  to  be  increased  from  i  to  i  gr.)  ^^  progressing  rapidly  ;   his  voice  has  a 

July  1st.— There  is  perfect  amphoric  re-  peculiarly  hollow  character ;   the  cheeks  are 

spiration,  and  pectoriloquy  over  the  lower  collapsed,  and  he  answers  questions  tardily, 

part  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest  posteriorly,  b»<^  ^>^  hesitation.     He  coughs  and  expec- 

extending  from  the  seventh  to  the  tenth  ribs,  torates  leas,  but  the  pungency  of  the  foetor 

near  their  angles ;  less  distinctly  heard  near  ^^th  of  the  breath  and  expectoration  appeara 

the  spine,  or  upon  the  lateral  surface  of  the  *o  ^  increased ;  pulse  1 36,  small  and  feeble ; 

diest,  though  still  very  charscteristic  in  the  respirations  36  per  minute.    Thespace  over 

latter  situation.     There  is  increased  vocal  ^^ich  the  amphoric  respiration,  and  pecto- 

resonance  under  tiie  right  claride.  riloquy,  can  be  heard,  appean  to  be  extend- 

July  3d.— The  expe^ration  is  rather  less  >»«;   ^^^  respiration  is  strongly  cavernous' 

in  quantity,  more  consistent,  and  it  contains  npon  the  infero-lateral  and  posterior  paru 

some  parts  which  are  of  a  dark  purple  colour ;  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest ;  the  friction* 

he  coughs  less ;  the  skm  is  hot  and  dry,  es-  «>und  u  no  longer  heard, 
peeialiy  that  of  the  chest;  pulse  132,  and        The  medicines  to  be  omitted;   2  oi.  of 
small ;  respirations  32  per  minate*    During  wine  didly. 


ISO  MR.  FEARNSIDE'S  CLINICAL  REPORTS. 

8th.-*In  the  after  part  of  yesterday  he  lower  lobe,  was  so  mucfa  diminished  that  the 

had  a  return  of  the  hsmoptysis,  coughing  tissue  was  removed  by  a  stream  of  water ; 

up  at  intervals  about  half  a  pint  of  florid  the    subjacent    pulmonary    substance    was 

blood ;  for  the  relief  of  this  symptom  some  generally  of  an  luh-grey  colour,  but  at  one 

acetate  of  lead,  and  morphia,  was  prescribed,  spot  it  had  a  brownish-green  hue.     Hie 

At  present  he  lies  in  a  half-dreamy  state,  anterior  portion  of  the  lower  lobe  was  les» 

and  appears  to  comprehend  but  little  of  any  soft,  dark-coloured,  and  foetid ;  it  contained 

questions  proposed  to  him.     Pulse  130,  very  little  air,  but  did  not  sink  in  water.     The 

small ;    respirations  36  per  minute.     The  upper  lobe  was  dense,  and  contained  less  air 

expectoration  consists  of  a  brown  purulent  than  natural ;  its  texture  was  dark-coloured, 

matter,   floating  in  a  thin,   frothy,   dark-  and  some  frothy  serum  exuded  on  incising 

brown,  and  excessively  offensive  fluid.    The  it.    The  middle  lobe  was  simply  rendered 

sound  of  gurgling  is  heard  over  the  lower  denser  by  compression ;    it  contained  some 

part  of  the  lateral  and  posterior  surfaces  of  air  in  its  lower  part.    The  anterior  and  mid- 

the  right  side  of  the  chest.  die  portion  of  the  upper  lobe  was  the  least 

9th,   1   P.M. — He  is  evidently  sinking,  dense  part  of  the  whole  lung ;  the  summit 

The  hce  has  a  leaden  hue,  and  the  hands  floated  in  water.     Neither  tubercle  nor  ab- 

and  feet  are  somewhat  livid;    he  appears  scess  was  found  in  any  part  of  the  lung, 

conscious,  but  without  power  to  articulate  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  larger  bronchi 

distinctly;    pulse   160,    sometimes    almost  distributed  in  the  lower  lobe  of  the  lung 

imperceptible  ;  respirations  60  per  minute,  was  of  a  uniform  red  colour,  but  not  altered 

He  was  slightly  delirious  during  the  after  in  consistence  or  thickness ;    the  mucous 

part  of  the  day,  and  died  about  half-past  membrane  in  the  non-gangrenous  portions  of 

10  P.M.  the  lung  was  pale.    Weight  of  right  lung 

1  lb.  1  OS. 

BxanUnation  qfthe  body,  15}  hourt  The  l^t  pleura  was  free  from  adhesions, 

after  death.  nor  did  its  sac  conUin  any  fluid.     The 

The  body  was  much  emaciated ;  there  was  anterior  portion  of  the  l^  lung  was  rather 

no  oedema  of  any  part ;  the  muscles  on  the  pale  externally ;   its  posterior  surfiux  was 

right  side  of  die  chest  were   rather  dis-  dark-coloured,  especially  in  the  upper  part 

coloured.  of  the  lower  lobe.     On  being  incUed,  the 

Head :   The  cranial  bones  were  thin  and  lower  lobe,  especially  near  its  posterior  sur* 

soft ;  the  membranes  of  the  brain  healthy ;  face,  was  seen  to  be  of  a  dark-red  colour, 

there  was  but  little  serum  under  the  mem-  and  was  much  denser  than  natural.    Hie 

branes,  and  about  half  a  drachm  in  each  lateral  whole  lobe  contained  much  frothy  bloody 

ventricle.    The  vessels  on  the  sni&oe  of  the  serum,  but  every  part  of  it  floated  in  water, 

brain  were  rather  full ;  the  substance  of  the  The  inferior  and  posterior  portions  of  the 

brain  generally  was  congested,  the  red  pcHnts  upper    lobe  presented   similar    characters, 

being  numerous,  large,  and  of  a  deep  colour,  llie  mucous  membrane  of  the  larger  brondii 

Weight  of  the  brain  3  lbs.  2  oz.  was  somewhat  red ;  that  of  the  smaller  tubes 

Larynx:  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  leading  to  the  inferior  part  of  the  lower  lobe 

larynx  was  rather  green,  but  neither  injected  still  more  so,  being  of  a  deep  crimson  colour ; 

nor  ulcerated ;  nor  was  that  of  the  adjacent  the  lining  membrane  of  the  small  bronchi  in 

portion  of  the  trachea.  the  upper  lobe  was  pale.    Weight  of  left 

Cheei :  The  riyM  pleura  was  universally  lung  1  lb.  4i  oz. 

thickened,  and  especially  so  over  the  lower  Tlie  pericardium  was  transparent ;  there 

and  middle  lobes  of  the  lung,  and  over  the  was  no  ht  beneath  it ;    there  was  a  sraaH 

lower  part  of  the  upper  one ;   there  was  an  white  patch  upon  the  anterior  suifaoe  of  the 

effusion  of  recent  lymph  upon  its  surfkce.  right  ventricle.    The  walls  of  the  l^  ven- 

Tbe  lungs  being  inflated,  it  was  seen  that  triele  were  rather  thin ;  its  capacity  small ; 

there  was  no  perforation  of  the  pulmonary  the  endocardium  was  slightly  opaque  towards 

pleura.    The   base  of  the  right  lung  was  the  base  of  the  ventricle ;   there  were  a  few 

adherent  to  the  diaphragm,  t^e  connection  spots  upon  the  mitral  valve ;    the  aortic 

being  not  very  recent.    The  pleural  sac  con-  valves  were  healthy ;  the  mitral  orifice  was 

tain^  about  three  pints  of  highly  foetid,  of  natural  size.    The  walls  of  the  riyki  vcii- 

Ug^t-yellow serum,  turbid  from  £e  presence  triele  were  rather  thick  ;   its  cavity  small; 

of  shreds  of  lymph.    The  right  lung  was  the  endocardium  and  valves  were  healthy ; 

much  diminished  in  volume,  especially  in  its  the  orifices  of  normal  size, 

middle  and  lower  lobes.     The  substance  of*  The  aurielee  were  natural  in  appearance, 

the  posterior  part  of  the  lower  lobe,  espe*  There  was  a  small  fibrinous  ooagulum,  and  a 

eially  superiorly,  was  soft,  of  a  dark-green  little  black  blood  in  the  right  ventricle ;   no 

colour,  and  contained  a  quantity  of  thin,  blood  In  the  left  ventricle ;   a  little  in  the 

dark,  hig^y  foetid  putrilage ;  its  tissue  was  left  auricle,  and  much  in  the  right  one— 

heavier  than  water.     The  consistence  of  one  principally    black    and   fluid — with    some 

part,  about  the  middle  of  this  Morhce  of  the  fibrinous  ooagula.    There  were  a  few  spots 
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«pon   the  lining  membrane  of  the  sorta.  tion  of  the  pleura,  the  flaid  passing  into  the 

Weight  of  the  heart  7  os.  lung,  and  being  subsequently  discharged  by 

Abdomen :   There  was  a  slight  amount  of  the  bronchial  tubes.     In  abscess  of  the  lung 

redness  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  small  the  expectoration  is  often  ftstid,  and    is 

curvature  of  the  $tomaeh.     In  the  great  euU  generally  so  in  pulmonary  gangrene.     Foetid 

de-sac  the  mucous  membrane  was  thinner  expectoration  has  also  been   observed    in 

than  natural,  the  veins  dark,  and  the  whole  abscess  of  the  liver,  opening  into  the  lung — 

softened  (by  gastric  juice).    The  membrane  the  liver  being  adherent  to  the  diaphragm, 

was  everywhere  mamiUated  except  io  the  and  the  diaphragm  to  the  base  of  the  lung. 

cul-de-sac.  According  to  Andral  and  othen,  in  some 

No  signs  of  disease  vrere  apparent  upon  cases  of  dironic  bronchitis  the  expectoration 

the  external  surface  of  the  inuiimet.    The  is  either  constantly  or  occasionally  foetid ; 

mesenteric  glands  were  healthy.  and  it  possesses  the  same  character  in  many 

The  9pleen  was  firm  in  texture,  and  of  cases  of  dilated  bronchi.    The  question  next 

average  sise.    Weight  6  oz.  presents  itself,  of  vrhich  of  these  diseases 

The  upper  surface  of  the  Iwer  in  contact  was  the  case  in  question  an  example  ? 
with  the  diaphragm,  and  the  inferior  border  PhtkuU. — ^The  probability  of  the  existence 
in  contact  with  the  intestines,  were  of  a  dark-  of  some  consolidation  (probably  of  a  tuber- 
green  colour ;   internally  its  substance  was  cular  nature)  in  the  upper  part  of  the  right 
pale.    Weight  2  lbs.  14  os.  lung  has  already  been  noticed ;  but  the  sup- 

The  kidneffa  were  dark>ooloured  and  con-  position  that  the  case  was  simply  one  of 

gested.    Weight  of  each  4  ox.  phthisis,  was  opposed  by  the  simultaneous 

existence  of  consolidation  of  the  lower  part 

RBMABK8.'--SeverBl  difficulties  opposed  of  the  lung,  the  sudden  accession  of  scute 

themselves  to  the  formation  of  a  precise  symptoms,  the  extent  to  which  the  disease 

diagnosis  in  this  case,  especially  in  the  first  had  apparently  advanced,  and  the  foetor  of 

instance.     The  account  given  by  the  patient  the  expectoration,  which  though  sometimes 

of  himself  was  imperfect,  often  contradictory,  observed,  is  nevertheless  rare  in  phthisis, 

and  it  was  only  by  repeated  intern^tioa  Empyema. — This  supposition  was  n^a- 

that  anything  like  truth  could  be  arrived  at ;  tived  by  the  absence  of  enlargement  of  the 

moreover,  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  affected  side ;  the  patient  could  lie  better 

the  patient  to  speak  io  facte,  as  he  was  per-  upon  the  left  (healthy)  side  than  upon  the 

petually  obtniding  some  fancied  espianaiion  right  one ;  there  was  no  displacement  of  the 

of  the  symptoms  under  which  he  either  was  liver,  and  the  vocal  fremitus  wss  stronger 

or  had  bisen  suffering.     From  his  statements  upon  the  diseased  than  upon  the  opposite 

as  to  the  failura  of  his  health,  and  the  ex-  side.      The  dulness  on  percossion  was  not 

istenoe  of  cough  during  the  preceding  ten  altered  by  change  of  posture,  and  the  expec- 

months,  from  his  emaciation  and  general  toration,  though  profuse,  was  less  so  than  it 

aspect,  and  s;ill  more  from  the  ascertained  commonly  is  in  empyema, 

existence  of  some  consolidation  in  the  upper  Hepatic  abeceti  opening  into  the  lung. — 

part  of  the  right  lung ;  it  appeared  probable,  This  opinion  was  opposed  by  the  absence  of 

upon  a  primd  facie  view,  that  the  case  wss  any  signs  of  disease  of  the  liver ;  there  was 

one  of  phthisis.     But  there  was  also  evidence  no  enlargement  of  that  organ,  no  pain  or 

of  the  recent  supervention  of  some  acute  tenderness  upon  pressure  over  it,  and  jaun- 

disesse,  and  that  .this  was  pneumonia  was  dice  had  never  existed.    It  must  be  observed, 

indicated  by  all  which  could  be  made  out  however,   that  in  some    exceptional  cases 

f^m  the  statements  of  the  patient  and  his  abscess  of  the  liver  may  take  place  without 

medical  attendsnt    Many  of  the  physical  any  obvious  previous  signs  of  disease  of  that 

signs  observed  upon  his  admission  tended  to  viscus. 

corroborate  this  supposition,  vis.  the  dulness  Pulmonary  abeceee  and  gangrene. — From 
on  percussion,  and  feeble  vesicular  respira-  repeated  observation  of  the  physical  signs, 
tion  over  the  lower  part  of  the  right  side,  which  are  specified  in  the  history  of  the  case, 
Again,  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  in  it  was  obvious  that  there  was  disesse  in  the 
the  expectoration ;  its  absence,  or  exbtence  lower  part  of  the  right  lung :  wos  this  abscess 
in  small  quantity  only  in  the  fint  instance,  or  gangrene  ?  The  expectoration  was  at 
with  its  subsequent  sudden  increase,  at  once  first  scanty,  then  it  suddenly  became  abun- 
snggested  the  idea  of  the  bunting  of  an  dant ;  an  occurrence  more  likely  to  take 
abscess.  But  nothing  has  yet  been  said  of  place  in  abscess,  than  in  gangrene  of  the 
the  remarkable  foetor  of  the  expectoration  ;  lung.  In  six  out  of  twelve  cases  of  abscess 
this  is  a  character  which  may  occur  in  of  Sxt  lung,  noticed  by  M.  GrisoUe,  the  ex- 
several  diseases.  In  phthisis  a  portion  of  pectoration  took  place  suddenly ;  this, 
lung  becoming  detached,  remaining  in  some  however,  is  no  proof  of  the  existence  of 
cavity,  and,  aided  by  the  warmth,  moisture,  abscess,  as  the  sudden  expectoration  of 
and  air  of  the  part,  quickly  running  into  purulent  matter  in  large  quantity,  lead., 
decomposition.     In  empyema,  with  ulcera-  ing  to  the  supposition  of  the  existence  of 
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fmpyema^  may  occur  from  the  bronchial  The  prognosia  in  this  case,  on  the  riew 

tubes  alone.     On  the  other  hand,  the  odour  taken  above,  could  not  be  faTOurable.    Itia 

of  the  expectoration,  though  foetid,  was  con-  true  that  a  very  remarkable  case  of  the  ciea- 

sidered  to  be  less  so  than  is  usually  the  case  trization  of  an  extensive  pulmonary  abscess 

in  gangrene.  (verified  by  subsequent  post-mortem  exami- 

Dr.  Stokes,  speaking  of  the  pulmonary  nation)  is  recorded  by  Dr.  Stokes,  but  this 

gangrene,  says,  **  The  only  pathognomonic  occurred  in  a  strong  young  man,  and  pro* 

symptom  is  the  extraordinary  and  disgust-  bably  under  other  favourable  drcnmstancea^ 

log  odour  of  the  breath  and  expectoration.  The  treatment  pursued  in  this  case  waSf 

The  stench,  however,  is  not  constant,  for  first,  the  exhibition  of  tartarised  antimony, 

during  the  progress  of  a  case  it  may  .dis-  on  the  supposition  of  the  existence  of  some 

appear  more  than  once;  in  some  cases  the  pneumonia;     this    was  subsequently 


breath  is  foetid,  whilst  the  expectoration  is  continued,  and  a  more  tonic  system  adopted ; 

free  from  odour."  iodide  of   iron  was   prescribed,  and    also 

Laennec  states,  that  in  these  cases  the  ex-  morphia,  to  allay  the  violence  of  the  cough, 

pectoration  is  so  characteristic  "  that  all  and  procure  sleep :  liberal  diet  was  allowiBd. 

these  signs"  (which  he  had  just  enumerated)  Nothing  more  could  be  attempted  than  to 

"  would  be  insufficient  without  it."     Hede-  palliate  the  symptoms,  and  this  was  moat 

scribes  it  as  yellow,  ash-grey,  verging  on  effectually  done  by  the  morphia.     Had  the 

green,  and  of  a  gangrenous  fcetor ;  or  milk-  disease  been  supposed  to  be  one  of  pulmonary 

white,  gradually  becoming  greenish-yellow,  gangrene,  perhaps  some  benefit  might  have 

brown,  or  ash-coloured,  sanious,  and  puru-  resulted  from  the  exhibition  of  chloride  of 

lent.     He  remarks,  "  that  the  fcetor  and  as-  lime,  wine  and  opium;  as  recommended  by 

pect  of  the  expectoration  does  not  indicate  so  Dr.  Stokes.      In  a  case  which    occurred 

much  the  existence  of  a  gangrenous  eschar,  under  M.  Cruveilhier  at  La  Charity,  in  the 

as  a  general  disposition  to  gangrene  mani-  spring  oflast  year  (diagnosticated  principally, 

fested  in  the  mucous  secretion  of  the  bron-  if  not  entirely,  by  the  fcetor  of  the  sputa)  ■ 

dual  tubes."  recovery 'toolc  place  under  the  use  of  chloride 

Andral  believes  the  grey,  foetid  purulent  of  lime  and  opium, 

expectoration  to  be  characteristic  of  gan-  The  post'tnortem  appearaneee   may  be 

grene.  next  briefly  noticed,  principally  with  reference 

Dr.  Williams  stetes,  that  ''  foetor  of  the  to  the  difference  between  what  waa  disclosed 

breath,  and  expectoration,  istheonly  phjrsical  by  the  autopsy,  and  what  had  been  antid* 

sign  of  gangrene  of  the  lung ;  tins"  (the  pated.    The  right  pleura  was  found  to  oon* 

foetor)   "  may  occur,  however,   in  simple  tain  upwards  of  three  pints  of  fcetid,  tubid 

bronchitis,  and  it  is  only  where  auscultation  serum  ;  the  lung  was  diminished*  in  volume, 

has  detected  signs  of  pneumonia,  that  it  can  and  adherent  at  its  apex  and  base ;  the  lower 

be  admitted  as  a  proof  of  the  death  of  a  lobe,  especially  at  ite  posterior  part,  wae 

portion  of  the  puhnonary  tissue."  found  to  be  gangrenous ;    no  abaoeas  wae 

It  appears,  probable,  however,  that  too  found,  and  no  tubercle,  but  the  apex  of  the 

much  value  has  been  attached  to  this  sign  in  right  lung    was  firmer  and    denser    than 

a  diagnostic  point  of  view ;  for  it  has  been  natural. 

proved  by  Grisolle,  that  the  grey,  or  brown,  What  evidence  was  there  during  life  of 

purulent,  highly  foetid  expectoration,  may  the  existence  of  a  large  amount  of  fluid  in 

proceed  from  an  abscess ;  hence  cases  which  the  pleura  ?    A  considerable  part  of  the 

have  been  diagnosticated  principally  on  the  liquid  was  no  doubt  of  recent  effusion,  but 

strength  of  this  criterion,  are  as  likely  to  the  compression  which  the  lung  had  under- 

have  been  instances  of  abscess  as  of  gan-  gone,  especially  in  its  middle  and  lower 

grene.  h>bes,  was  adverse  to  the  suppoeition  tiiak 

For  the  reasons  mentioned  above,  it  ap-  the  whole  had  been  lately  eff^iaed.    On  June 

peared  highly  probable,  that  the  case  under  26th,  the  vocal  resonance  was  remarked  to 

discussion  was  one  of  pneumonia,  terminat-  be  oegophonic  ;  no  importence  was  attadied 

ing  in  abscess  of  the  lung ;  the  subsequent  to  this  at  the  time,  because  brondiophony 

progress  of  the  case,  and  the  additional  signs  has  often  somewhat  of  the  characters  of 

which  manifested  themselves,  tended  to  con-  cegophony ;  but  it  is  possible  that  a  certain 

firm  this  view.    The  amphoric  character  of  amount  of  liquid  existed  in  the  pleura  at 

the  respiration  over  the  middle  and  upper  that  time.      From  July  3d  to  6th,  a  loud 

part  of  the  lower  third  of  the  right  sidis,—  friction  sound  was  heard  near  the  situation 

the  pectoriloquy,  gurgling,  bottle  resonance  of  tiie  right  nipple,  exdndingthe  idea  of  the 

on  percussion, — the  extension  of  the  space  presence  of  fluid  to  any  considerable  extent, 

over  which  the  cavernous  respiration  was  On  July  8th,  it  was  remarked  that  the  am- 

audible, — ^the  appearance  of  a  frictien-sound,  phoric  respiration,  previously  distinct  upon 

as  if  from  the  approach  of  the  disease  towards  the  lateral  surfece  of  the  chest,  had  become 

the  surface  of  the  lung, — all  these  were  in  feeble,  although  still  heard  loudly  behind 

unison  with  the  view  taken.  (owing,  as  was  afterwards  proved,  to  the  ad- 
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herence  of  the  lung).     At  this  time  the  fluid  duced  by  the  effasion ;  for  he  says,  *'  at  this 

had,  no  doubt,  increased  so  much  in  quan-  line,  particularly  in  cases  of  absorption,  I 

tity,  as  to  separate  the  lung  to  some  distance  have  sometimes  observed  the  **  bruit  de  pot 

from  the  lateral  walls  of  the  chest.     In  the  fele." 

early  stage  of  the  disease,  there  was  no  en-  The   abundant   puruleiU    expectoration 

largement  of  the  side,  or  displacement  of  from  the  bronchial  tubes  alone,  is  worthy  of 

the  liver ;  the  decnbitus  was  on  the  healthy  notice.    This  case  also  proves  that  such  se- 

aide,  and  the  other  argnments  against  the  ex-  crction  may  take  place  suddenly,  and  in  large 

istence  of  empyema  apply  equally  to   the  quantity,  without  the  existence  of  abscess, 

present  discussion.  This  has  been  previously  remarked,  especially 

The  clear  sound  elicited  by  percussion  by  Dr.  Stokes.    Again,  the  amount  of  the 

above  the  right  mammary  region,  may  be  expectoration  was  influenced  by  position,  just 

partially  explained  by  the  absence  of  a  oor-  as  where  there  is  some  excavation, — being 

respon<ting  resonant  part  upon  the  opposite  greater  in  the  recumbent,  less  in  the  ereot 

side,  so  as  to  afibrd  a  standard  of  compari-  posture. 

son  ;  moreover,  the  portion  of  lung  which  Notwithstanding  the  existence  both  of  the 

corresponded   to   this  part  was  the  least  general  symptoms,  and  many  of  the  physi- 

affected  of  the  whole    of   the  pulmonary  cal  signs  indicating  tiie  probability  of  tuber* 

tissue.  cular  deposition  in  the  lungs,  no  tubercles 

As  already  mentioned,  no  cavity  was  found  were  found  after  death : — another  case, 
in  the  lung,  although  all  the  physical  signs  proving  the  necessity  of  caution  in  diagnos- 
obscrved  during  life  seemed  clearly  to  indi-  ticating  the  nature  of  consolidations  of  the 
cate  its  existence.  This  proves,  as  Dr.  apices  of  the  lungs.  In  this  case,  the  con- 
Taylor  remarked,  that  cavernous  respiration  densation  of  the  summit  of  the  right  lung 
may  exist  without  the  presence  of  a  cavity —  was,  no  doubt,  owing  to  inflammation ;  the 
a  fkct  not  distinctly  mentioned  by  writers,  left  lung  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the  first 
Andral  states  that  it  is  heard  only  over  cavi-  stage  of  pneumonia,  which  had  probably  su- 
ties  or  dilated  bronchi.  There  must,  how-  pervened  in  the  last  hours  of  life, 
ever,  be  something  peculiar  in  the  conden-  Cau$e8  of  the  gangrene. — In  the  present 
sation  of  the  pulmonary  tissue  to  give  rise  to  case  there  was  tolerable  evidence  of  inflam- 
it.  From  the  appearances  presented  in  this,  mation  having  preceded  the  gangrene,  but 
and  in  another  case,  in  which  the  same  phe-  there  was  no  proof  of  the  existence  of  intense 
nomenon  had  been  observed.  Dr.  Taylor  pneumonia ;  and  this  is  so  far  in  accordance 
supposes  that  it  was  owing  to  the  with  general  observation.  Laennec,  who, 
substance  of  the  lung  being  especially  however,  regarded  the  disease  as  essentially 
consolidated  at  one  spot ;  hence  the  sound  gangrenous,  and  regarded  the  inflammation 
of  bronchial  respiration  originating  in  the  as  a  secondary  process,  describes  the  symp- 
tnbes  is  transmitted  to  the  surface  with  the  toms  at  first  as  those  of  slight  pneumonia 
greatest  facility  and  distinctness  by  this  con-  with  much  depression  and  anxiety.  The  in- 
densed  portion  of  tissue ;  the  sound  is  con-  vasion  is  often  insidious,  and  ch^rscterised 
aequently  heard  louder  over  this  than  over  by  nothing  but  general  debility.  This  fistct, 
the  neighbouring  parts,  and  this  isolation  of  which  was  noticed  by  Frank,  is  now  gene- 
the  sound  conveys  the  impression  of  its  being  rally  acknowledged.  M.  GrisoUe  says, 
produced  in  a  limited  spot,  and  consequently  "  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  nine  or  tea 
an  index  of  the  existence  of  a  cavity.  cases  of  pulmonary  gangrene,    and  in  no 

The  sound  of  gurgling  was  heard  in  this  single  instance  did  the  disease  succeed  to  a 

ease:  this  confirms  what  has  been  previously  perfectly  characterised  pneumonia.     Of  the 

observed,  viz.  that  it  is  no  proof  of  the  ex-  305  cases  of  pneumonia  analysed  in  this 

istence  of  a  cavity.    Andral  has  observed  work,  not  one  ended  in  gangrene : — of  70 

this,  and  states  that  any  rhonchus  usually  cases  of  pulmonary  gangrene  recorded  in  the 

originating  in  a  cavity  may  be  produced  with-  medical  journals  during  the  last  25  years, 

out  one.  there  were  at  most  five  which  can  be  fairly 

Pectoriloquy f  also  observed  in  the  present  pointed  to  as  the  sequence  of  pneumonia." 

instance,  haa  been  repeatedly  heard  where  no  The  chances  of  the  occurrence  of  gangrene 

cavity  existed.  are  thus  in  no  proportion  to  the  violence  of 

Hie  **  craeked'pot  sound**  on  percussion  the  inflammation ;  in  the  cases  mentioned, 

might  perhaps  be  owing  to  the  presence  of  a  death  occurred  in  seventeen  to  twenty-four 

little  air  in  the  pleura,  generated  by  some  days,  a  duration  which  doeSiJiot  indicate  any 

septic  process.     But  as  it  was  only  observed  unusual  amount  of  activity  in  the  inflamma- 

tluee  days  before  the  patient's  death,  when  tory  process. 

the  amphoric  respiration  had  become  indis-  The  real  cause  of  the  disease  in  these  cases 

tinct  laterally  from  accumulation  of  fluid,  it  seems  to  be  unknown ;  the  inhalation  of  some 

appears  not  unlikely  to  have  been  due  to  noxious  gases  has  been  known  to  occasion  it. ' 

what  Dr.  Stokes  has  remarked,  viz.  the  ph-  Dr.   Copland  considers  that  it  is  doubtful 

rupt  termination  of  the  line  of  dulness  pro-  whether  it  is  due  to  the  intensity  of  tlie  pul- 


tenninated  his  eiistenoe. 
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monary  eungestkniy  or  to  the  morbid  state  of  of  your  profession, — of  Jenner,  for  in- 

the  patient,  or  both.    Dr.  Stokes  makes  a  stance,  and  his  vaccination*.    Might  I 

simOar  obserration,  and  remarks,  that  in  all  venture  to  express  myself  figuratively,  I 

the  cases  which  be  had  seen,  the  patientahad  should  say,  that  even  as  you  were  bom 

been  long  addicted  to  the  use  of  spirits.     In  in  a  small  islet  of  the  great  Atlantic 

the  ease  npon  which  these  comments  are  Q^^an,    so  had   your  spirit  and  yoar 

founded,  ^e  patient  had  been  out  of  hnlth  house  remained  the  quiet  home  of  pure 

for  some  time  prerious^to  the  attack  which  h^^^^i^y  ^^j^st  the  troubled  waters 

of  Londonf. 

Such  a  man  deserves  to  sit  in  the 

ACESIUS :  general  human  council  of  the  Amphyc- 

tiones,  as  more  than  the  mere  man  of 
learning.     I,  at  least,  feel  myself  im- 

By  c.  f.  h.  Mabx,  m.l».  fluj.  ^^^^  ^j^^  you  upon  a  few  points  con- 

(For  the  London  Medical  GaxeiieJ  nected  with  the  history  of  medicine. 

[Continued  from  p.  117.]  Polybius  says : — "  As  a  living  thing 

■"^  deprived  of  its  eyes  becomes  useless,  so 

To  John  Coakley  Lettsok, —  history  that  is  void  of  truth  is  a  mere 

Tou  published  a  learned  discourse  on  useless  narrative."    But  it  appears  even 

the  state  of  medicine  before  the  Trojan  as  difficult  to  discover  what  the  truth 

war*.    I  do  not,  however,  intend  this  was,  and  at  second-hand,  as  it  is  to 

letter  for  the  edification  of  historians—  supply  it  originally.    As  the  child  be- 

a  class  with  which  you  did  not  identify  lieves  the  tme,  so  does  the  common 

yourself— but  for  the  thoroughly  up-  reader  believe  all  that  historical  books 

right  man,  which  I  am  led  to  believe  contain;  the  critical  inquirer,  on  the 

you  to  have  been,  from  the  tenor  of  contrary,  is   content  when  he  meets 

your  writings  at  large,  and  especially  there  with  a  comprehensive,  or  even 

from  the  character  of  your  bio^aphy  with  an  entertaining  narrative, 
of  Fothergill.    Such  a  man  is  the  best        In  medicine,  one  would  think  that  it 

in  the  world  to  speak  with  on  the  im-  must  be  least  of  r.U  difficult  to  give  un- 

port  of  the  history  of  medicine.  disputed  or  indisputable  facts ;    inas- 

Doubtless  you  had  occasion  in  life  much  as  the  business  there  is  not  to 

to  exercise  your  acknowledged  spirit  penetrate  the  hidden  motives  of  man- 

of  charity  and  toleration,  even  in  larger  Kind,  and  to  unravel  the  tangled  skeius 

measure  than  appears  upon  the  face  of  that  interest  and  passion  felt  together, 

anv  extant  record ;  and  I  therefore  cal-  but  merely  to  exhibit  discovery  and 

culate  beforehand  on  your  friendly  in-  special  views  in  their  progress.     Still, 

dul^ence'.    You  yourself  declared,  that  as  this  narrative  is  a  portion  of  the 

in  tne  world  of  phenomena,  as  in  that  snirit  of  man,  so  is  it  dependent  on 

of  sense  and  or  thought,  there  must  tnat  for  its  good  and  its  evil  properties, 

be  endless  varietv ;  as  no  two  leaves  The  kind  of  evidence,  too,  might  lead 

can  be  found  on  the  same  tree  that  are  one  to  anticipate,  that  in  the  history  of 

entirely  and  in  all  respects  alike,  and  medicine  the  unquestionable,  the  posi- 

as  no  one  of  them  can  be  truly  said  to  tive,  w*ould  find  a  place,  seeing  that 

be  more  perfect  than  another,  so  is  it  even  inanimate  things  bear  witness  to 

with  human  opinions,  and  also  with  the  facts ;  for  have  we  not  the  Memoirs 

the  conclusions  of  the   heart.     You  

reckoned  no  fewer  than  3000  religious  .  *  Immediately  after  the  House  of  Commona 

...     .  ^  had  pasted  its  vote  of  4erio,000  as  a  reward  to 

CCmmuniCiesT.  Jenner,  for  the  discovery  and  propa^tion  of 

You  did  battle  manfully  on  the  side  vaccination,  Lettsom  wrote  to  him  as  follows : 

of  true   medicine,  against  quackery  J,  ;;U;SiSa'b%''fii^,lSSS^d5!lffi 

and  raised  your  voice  in  favour  of  dis-  sam  been  asked,  it  would  have  been  granted: 

tinguished  merit  among  the  members  howwer,  a*  an  individual,  I  am  not^sposedto 

®  * stop  here ;  but  immediately  to  set  on  foot  a  sub- 

■  -  scnption  that  should  invite  every  potentate  and 

*  HistoryoftheOriipn  of  Medicine.    London,  person  in  Eorope,  America,  and  Asia,  because 

4to.  1778.  every  avenue  of  the  globe  has  received,  or  may 

t  Obs.  on  Religious  Persecution.    Lond.  1800.  receive,  your  life-preserving  diicoverv.     This 

Obs.  preparatory  to  the  Use  of  Dr.  Mayerbacb*s  subscription  shouln  not  be  for  you,  but  it  should 

Medicines,  ib.  1776.    The  Second  Edition,  with  be  a  fund  the  interest  of  which  should  be  for 

an  Engraving  of  the  Water  Doctor  from  Teniers.  ever  devoted  to  the  name  of  Jenner."— (Baron'a 

%  Hmts  designed  to  promote  beneficence,  tem-  life  of  Jenner,  vol.  i.  p.  517.) 
perance,  and  medical  science.    1796.  t  Uttle  Van  Oyke,  near  Tortosa. 
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of  a  Walkinff-stick,  which  accompa-  tending  a  libf  ml  and  well  ordered  con- 

nied    many   distingaished  physicians,  stitution*. 

one  after  the  other,  in  their  rounds  This  blameless  wan,  who  say  s,that 

among  their  patients,  and  in  their  own  not  once  in  the  course  of  his  life  had 

round  through  life*.    All  these  means  he  suffered  himself  to  state  an  untruth 

and   accidents    are,    nevertheless,  no  even  in  jest,  nevertheless  wrote  in  his 

helps  or  sureties  for  the  truth.  84th  year  as  follows :    *'  The  French 

Autobiographies,  in  fact,  supply  a  have  been  compelled  to  evacuate  Ham- 
fair  sample  of  the  style  in  which  au-^  burg;  I  have  returned  to  the  desolated^ 
thentic  oistory  is  compiled.  Who  but  still  my  native  and  free«l  city,  and 
so  fit  to  tell  the  tale  of  his  life  as  have  been  embraced  by  many  fiiends." 
he  who  has  lived  it  through,  as  the  Will  not  every  one  believe  that  all 
writer  himself,  and  that  all  the  more  this  happened  even  to  the  letter  as  it  is 
certainly  when  he  is  universally  acknow-  narrated?  Nevertheless  in  (he  post- 
ledgedtohnve  been  a  thoroughly  upright  script  of  another  we  find  these  woids  : 
man?  Is  it  even  legitimate  to  enter-  "In  his  autobiography  he  saw  his 
tain  any  doubts  in  such  circumstances  ?  return  (from  Ranzau  whither  he  had 

One  of  the  most  sterling  medical  retired),  as  granted  to  him,  and  spoke 

men  with  reference  to  character  that  ofitashavingalready  taken  pin ce.  Pi  o- 

ever  lived  was  undoubtedly  J.  A.  H.  videnoe  had  ordered  things  otherwiHe. 

Reimarus.    You  remember  him,  per-  A  friendly  himd  must  here  coi  rect  the 

haps,  as  the  discoverer  of  belladonna  as  manus  ript." 

a  means  of  widening  the  pupil  of  the  As  children  to  exercise  themselves  in 

evef  ;  and  you  may  even  have  heard  of  speech  and  thought  frequently  narrate 

his  father,  the  rector  of  Wismar,  and  events  as  having  come  to  pass  that 

author  of  the  celebrated  book  on  the  never    happened,    without    the    most 

instincts  of  animals.  distant    purpose    to    deceit  e,    so    tlo 

Our  former  colleague,  J.  A.  H.  Rei-  writers  sometimes  exercise  their  faculty 

marus,  took  a  great  interest,  as  you  did  of   writing.      The    narrative   is    fre- 

vourself,  in   all  general    propositions  quently  much  less  the  mature  fruit  of 

having  reference  to  the  welfare  of  man-  long  and  laborious  research,  composed 

kind,  and  also  in  useful  inventions  of  with  a  view  to  compel  thi*  sufirages  of 

every  kind.  He  it  was  who  first  thought  real  judges  in  such  a  case,  than  the 

of  contending  with  the  lightning^;  and  hastily  conceived  and  rapidly  indited 

he  was  zealous  in  his  denunciations  of  page  thrown  off  to  excite  surprise,  or 

all  prohibitory  and  restrictive  bye-lavi'S  to  make  a  momentary  impression  on 

in  guilds  and  corporation6§ ;  he  was  in-  the  mind  of  the  public  at  lar^e.    The 

cessant  in  his  efiorts  to  make  his  native  historical  in  this  wa^  is  brought  to  ap- 

Hamburg  aware  of  the  advantages  at-  proximate  the  hysterical.    The  intagtio 

-  TTie Gold-he-^edCancTby  the  late  Dr.  Mac  ?^  ,^*^^  accomplished  observer  and  col- 

michael.   8vo.  London,  1828.  lector  is  often  used  by  the  ready  pen- 

t  He  himself  says  (Autobiomphy,Hamb.  1614,  roan  for  making  a  cast  from  in  relief, 

p.  33):  "An  accident  by  which  a  quantity  of  bella-  tTir  hnainpsn  in  tr%  malcP  hia  worlc  Ionic 

Sonnajoice  was  spirted  into  the  eye  and  prodnccd  "^*  OUSiness  IS  10  maJie  nis  worK  looK 

a  remarkable  paralysis  or  dUaUtion  of  the  pupil,  as  much  like  R  foundhng  hospital  as 

led  me  to  think  that  it  wotjd  be  useftil  to  em-  possible,   where   the   parentage  of  np 

2r.{S.SS''fti"SSSS  .•^"•JX^'S  S  individual  can  be  knc^n ,  nevVrthelew 

the  lens  is  thereby  rendered  distinct,  and  the  in-  it  very  commonly  shows  like  an  orphan 

ssrsi^^.^y^'^VS.'wMie:^^':  "yi-jp  iv*""  ?.""*•-''  fl ''"'". ""; 

dent  allnded  to  happened,  made  it  known  in  hia  questionable  evidence,  at  all  events,  of 

!i?41?*^^  "i»^'?»52f » J«i?"»^«* «  Le»l»«  in  the  poverty  of  its  immediate  origin. 

'Tv;;n*£rSIS?iS:rtS?^^^^^^^^  Sfiould'the     historical    chinicle. 

self:  •*  I  showed  that  the  lifl^htninir  followed  the  through    want  of  fidelity,    become   a 

2Sii  M*"  i^'SSc"?.  7h?!SiV'?«£7t*'i.^«w'  scandalous  chronicle,  it  is  even  with  it 

oodles."    So  early  as  the  year  1709  the  Jacooi-  .,i    .i                   ^                   v  i.   *i- 

thorme,  or  Jaoobsteeple^  was  provided  with  a  «*  Witti  the  poison-tree,  in  which  the 

lightning  conductor.  constituent   proximate   principles  are 

$  Inquiries  into  the  resumed  necessity  of  an  thoa«»  nf  iIip  mninrifv  nf  thp  mriRt  in. 

•Qthorised  Ckillegeof  Physicians  and  a  code  of  *""^®  ®*  tne  majority  01  me  most  in- 

Medical  RepiUtions,  1781  (in  Gennan).    <'lhold  nocuous     substances,     but     where    a 

It  not  advisable."  he  says ;  "  determinate  ruica,  trifling  addition  of  anthiarine  Stamps  it 
and  laws  forfoiddinr  this  and  that.  I  believe  to^u^^^^ai 

have  been  ever  inimical  to  the  progress  of  know-     *««  deadly  upas. 

ledge;  all  powerfiil  remedies  have  been  dis- ■ ' " ' 

covered  by  chance,    or  by  persons    without  *  Sketch  of  a  Plan  of  General  State  Educationy 

science.*'  Hamb.  1803  (in  German). 
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I'he  superficial  and  eareless  historian  now  take  to  ascertain  the  species  of  a 

is  not  merely  guilty  of  treason  to  confid-  plant  whose  yirtues  are  celebrated  bj 

ing  openness;    he  farther  multiplies  older  observers !  It  is  altogether  doubt- 

errors,  which  are  then  propagated  like  ful  what  the  '*  hyssop   that   groweth 

hereditary  diseases.  on  the  wall"  was ;  and  Storck's  obser- 

Mistrust  might  very  fairly  be  enter-  rations  on  the  Monk's-hood,  published 
tained  of  every  one  who  before  under-  no  longer  ago  than  1762,  onfy  become 
taking  a  general  theme  for  development,  available  for  anv  useful  purpose  when 
had  not  given  evidence  by  one  or  we  know  that  it  is  the  species  Cam- 
several  special  investigations  of  his  marum  (Aconiium  Cammarum)  which 
fitness  for  the  more  arduous  task.    One  he  used. 

is,  in  fact,  not  bom,  only  the  poet,       The  historian  who  keeps  pace  with 

the  leader,  the  statesman,  and  the  phy-  the  times  bv  means  of  a  chronology, 

sician,  but  also  the  historian.    But  no  must  not  only  do  so  in  all  truthfulness* 

one  is  invested  with  power  and  without  but  also  in  the  right  way  ;  fbr  even  a 

more  ado'-bv  the  grace  of  God,  as  it  decennium  will  occasionally  put  him  to 

were,  like  a  xine;  every  one  must  as-  the  test.    In  the  wars  of  the  French 

certain  by  nainiul  labour,  by  resolute  revolution  the  tactics  of  the  Allies  were 

eflort,  whetner  he  be  worthy^  to  take  a  good  in  themselves,  but  their  strategy 

flight  above  the  individualities  of  life,  was  no  longer  available ;  the   Sans- 

and  have  an  eye  thatcan  grasp  existence  culottes  always  came  off  victorious, 

as  a  whole.  because  they  never  lost  time  with  the 

This,  in  short,  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  usages  of  war,  about  which  they  cared 

fact,  that  we  have  no  historical  lexicon  not  a  rush.    They  were  not  stable  in 

which  seizes  impressions  ever  in  the  their  negotiations,  but  their  deeds  were 

itpirit  of  the   times  in   which   it   is  also  without  duration, 
written.  When   historical  writing   proceeds 

As  times  change,  and  men  change  from  the  inward  call  to  undertake  the 
with  them,  so  also  do  views  and  the  duty,  it  is  always  conceived  and  exe- 
means  of  expressing  them.  The  verb  cuted  rather  upon  grounds  of  reflection 
"to  right"  \bereehtigen,  in  German)  and  doctrine  than  of  incident  and  au- 
simpl^r  signifies  "  to  make  the  right  thority.  It  is  by  no  means  necessary 
prevail ;"  but  the  word  kinrtchten,  that  the  writer,  to  give  credibility  to 
which  has  the  same  derivative  mean-  his  narrative,  be  dry  as  pumice,  or  the 
ing,  is  now  used  in  Germany  when  sands  of  the  desert 
we  speak  of  "  putting  one  to  death."  What  truly  arouses  our  souls  to 
In  Puny  and  Celsus,  tne  word  amylum  sympathy,  and  excites  our  interest,  is 
implies  fine  flour ;  in  Apicius  it  is  a  still  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
tauce;  and  with  us,  at  present,  it  is  apprehension  and  exposition  of  the  path 
Miarch,  Water-doctor  was  the  former  by  which  humanity,  whether  in  its 
title  of  him  who  pretended  to  cure  dis-  evolution  as  a  whole,  or  in  some  par^ 
eases  by  inspecting  the  urine ;  at  the  ticular  department  of  art  or  science 
present  time,  the  term  is  applied  to  advances  towards  the  better,  the  nobler) 
nim  who  pretends  to  cure  all  diseases  the  more  perfect  $  each  step  in  its 
by  means  of  water.  The  rat  {Ratte,  inquiries,  in  its  volitions,  in  its  strug- 
Germ.)  was  unknown  to  the  Greeks  glea,  may  be  likened  to  the  knots  m 
and  Romans,  but  the  Ratz  of  the  Ger-  the  stem,  which,  succeeding  one  ano- 
mans  ^&/tJ  escufentw)  they  fattened  ther,  and  coming  closer  and  closer  as 
in  special  establishments  (GUraria),  we  ascend,final]y  expand  in  the  odorous 
and  ate.  We  do  not  now  order  balsams  blossom.  The  idea  of  a  vital  spark 
externally,  pouring  them  into  wounds ;  pervading  and  to  pervade  infinity,  fens 
we  prescribe  them  intemallv,  to  check  the  flame  in  our  own  breast  into  a 
mucous  fluxes  of  various  kinds.  To  glow;  whilst  the  mere  spectacle  of  the 
express  the  highest  degree  of  haste  faded  coverings  and  members  of  the 
and  rapidity,theancienU  had  but  such  past  sends  a  ^ty  chill  to  the  heart, 
words  as  rtmis  et  velit ;  but  what  was  Even  so  do  the  Pjrramids,  once  evi- 
the  speed  attained  by  Cssar  or  Scipio,  dences  of  active  existence  aixjund  them, 
with  all  his  oars  and  sails,  compared  now  meet  the  traveller,  in  the  sandy 
with  the  flights  wc  now  perform  in  plains  of  Egypt,  like  petrified  ante- 
bur  steam-ships  and  railway  carriages  ?  diluvian  trees  of  the  desert.  In  history, 
What  infinite  pains  must  not  a  man  nevertheless,  we   cannot  be  satisfied 
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With  a  mere  display  of  Ttflections  and  prove  a  safe  guide  to  us,  should  the 

outpouriuffs  of  the  heart ;  it  still  has  pestilence  recur,  is  wonderfully  small, 

need  of  a  broad  and  firm  foundation.  According  to  the  axiom :  "  Quisquis 

He  who  has  not,  led  by  lofty  self-  prssumitur   bonus,"    every  one  who 

denial,  withdrawn  himself  for  years  shows  himself  in  types  is  currently  al- 

into  the  quiet  of  deep  and  connected  lowed,  in  the  world  of  books,  to  be 

study,  with  a  view  to  immerse  himself  honest.    Nevertheless,  the  truly  scru- 

wholly  in  his  subject,  will  never  pro-  pulous  writer-—!  mean  morallv  scru- 

duce  aught  that  is  independent  and  pulous — he  who  never  allows  nimself 

original.    With  the  diving-bell  of  un-  to  disguise  and  appropriate  the  goods 

wearied  application  he  must  recover  of  others,  is  by  no  means  one  of  the 

the  drowned  treasures  of  ships  long  common  phenomena.  This  led  Cuvier* 

sunken ;  with  the  Moses'  rod  of  pene-  to  quote  it  as  an  instance  of  magnani- 

trating  critirism  he  must  make  springs  mity  in  Corvisartt»  that  he  had  produced 

of  living  water  flow  from  the  aria  rocks  Avenbrugger's  work  on  Percussion  as 

of  bygone  events.  a  translation,  and  not  appropriated  the 

To  draw  from  original  sources  is  as  matter,  and  published  it  to  his  coun- 
much  as  to  say  that  we  appropriate  the  trymen  as  his  own ! 
knowledge  of  the  best  spirits  of  times  The  writings  of  him  whose  sole  pur- 
past,  that  we  hold  communion  with  the  pose  it  is  to  be  named,  without  regard 
models  and  types  of  literature  alone ;  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  his  production, 
and  whilst  we  study  them  on  ever^  may  be  appropriately  compared  to  the 
side,  and  strive  to  know  them  inti-  broccoli  in  Rome  durine  the  winter 
mately,  keep  carefully  aloof  from  those  season,  which  smells  of  the  dung  with 
who  have  fashioned  themselves  only  which  the  gardener,  reckless  of  all  but 
for  others.  The  gleaning  of  the  stub'  the  appearance  of  the  vegetable,  has 
bles  is  performed  by  the  poor  after  the  forced  it. 

harvest  has  been  carried.    Indifferent  To  be  capable  oneself  is  even  as  in- 

and  bad  writers  are  like  the  mirafi;e  of  dispensable  as  conscientiously  to  admit, 

the  desert,  which,  in  the  distance,  looks  ana   openlv  to  honour,    capacity  in 

like  a  cool  lake,  but  mocks  the  thirst  of  others.     There   seems    no    occasion, 

him  who  would  draw  from  it  at  hand,  however,  to  go  the  len^h  of  that  old 

£ven  as  little  as  he  is  worthy  of  the  maxim  which  says,  **  Into  the  spring 
name  of  historian  who  torments  him-  from  which  thou  hast  drunk  thou  shaft 
self  with  chronicling  events,  is  he  de-  not  cast  a  stone."  We  ought  to  be 
serving  of  the  title  of  literanr  historian  ready,  on  the  oontrary,  to  express  our 
who  collects  mere  notices  of  books  and  inwaid  thankfulness  for  the  good  we 
old  editions.  To  merit  the  latter  have  received  from  a  new  thought  en- 
honourable  denomination  spiritual  su-  countered,  from  a  noble  feeling  aroused, 
Sremacy  over  the  collected  heap  is  in-  and  bear  cheerful  witness,  both  in  in- 
ispensable ;  independent  decision  and  clination  and  in  act,  to  its  author  for  the 
impartiality  to  other  natures  must  have  debt  of  gratitude  and  respect  we  owe 
been  attained.  Between  him  who  writes    him^. 

the  despatch  and  him  who  copies  it  out,  «  cuvler,  moges  Hist  t.Ui.p.S73:<«  L«  forma 

there  is  a  vast  difference.  donnde  k  cet  ouvragedoit  Ctreremarqii^comme 

All  the  world  knows  that  since  the  }^J^j:ti*^^SSSt^f^^      "•  ^'^^'"^ 

appearance  of  Asiatic  cholera,  m  I8I7.  f  Corviwu*,  in  hii  tnmiUtion,  takei  the  suns 


requirement  of  Thucydides,  and  prove  ^  *  ^*^  »•  fMMiOT(l«ni«intry  qpnvenations, 

"possessions  for  eternity."    Wit^  re-  ^SFr^A'^^&nV'kt^SS'^ 

ference  to  this  subject  we  already  begin  satisfied ;  if  st  one  moment  a  tumolt  is  aroosed 

to  be  like  those  wto,  after  the  fap.e  of  ^^^S^.S^^^'^^^HSS^i^ 

centuries,  collect  the  scattered  and  dis-  in  both  cases;  if  we  rise  up  nom^epemsal  of 

jointed  fragments  of  an  author :  we  see  V^  work  with  a  strong  excitement  to  tbooght,  to 

fViuf  in  fliA  miil*««ii<1o  nf  «r*«f;«im»    *Ko  tma^nation,  to  sensibility;  above  all,  if  we  sat 

tnat  in  the  multitude  of  writings,  the  Sofm  wiUiMme  propensities  towards  evil,  and 

number  that  convey  any  clear  concep-  walk  away  with  much  stronger  toward  good,  in 

Uon  of  the  disease  any  anthenticinfor-  iMrh.'?h';r3^5'S5S;SS!3^!Sa 

mauOR   of  Its   nature,   or  that   would  we  pen'ersely  put  on  sgain  the  old  man  of  critl 


188  MR.  URE'S  RESEARCHES  ON  GOUT. 

Evenr  medical  writer,  you  will  grant  RESEARCHES  ON  GOUT. 
me,  18  already  an  histonan  to  the  extent 

that  he  must  look  into  the  history  of  ^^  Alkxandbr  Ure, 

the  disease  of  which  he  writes,  and  of  ^«"<^1J  ^'  ^}%  ^y^  ?*l*f^^'  Surj^eon.  of  Enj- 

aUa       <.         ^vt.ui.                       J  wndy  and  Surreon  to  the  Westminster  General 

the  treatment  which  has  been  proposed  Dispeiuaiy.                        """»«^i^  wcu««i 

for  it:  out  of  the  past  he  apprehends  /ru«  ji    r^j    \m  j-    .^     j^  x 

♦Vi«  ^.^o«»*    «„♦  «/«.,«,«•«.,!  Vu-««..«-.  (^'^  '«*  London  Medtcal  Gazette,) 

the  present;  out  of  numerous  foregone  ^ 

particulars,  he  must  compose  for  him- 

self  an  image  of  that  which  is.    But  he  It  has  been  uniformly  observed  that  per- 

also  knows  better  than  any  one  else  sons  who  indulge  habitually  in  the  use  of 

that  the  opera  omnia  of  a  man  are  not  animal  food  and  fermented  drinks,  and 

the  best  of  him ;  there  is  mostly  much  lead  at  the  same  t ime  an  irregular, seden- 

that  cannot  be  too  speedily  put  away  tary,  inactive  life,  are  prone  to  ^out.    A 

and  forgotten.    Man^,  in  their  desire  morbid  plethora  supervenes  which  gives 

to  have  a  complete  biographical  record,  rise  to  undue  tension  of  the  arterial 

show  themselves  eager  to  collect  every  system.    The  blood  is  loaded  with  ni- 

relioue  of  the  earliest  infancy,  even  to  trogenized  principles    and   calcareous 

the  aried  navel-string  of  the  great  man,  salts,  and  if  the  kidneys  and  skin  fail 

— this  genuine  incunabula, «- as  if  from  ^n  removing  these  from  the  system,  they 

such  mummies  of  the  first  years  ordavs  ^^  sooner  or  later  deposited  upon  the 

of  life  the  character  and  purposes  of  tne  synovial  membranes  and  the  tendons, 

accomplished  man  could  oe  interpreted !  or  within  the  arterial  walls;   in  the 

It  is  by  the  same  spirit  of  pious  re-  former  as  urate  of  soda,  in  the  latter  as 

gard  of  the  antique  tnat  the  editors  of  phosphate  of  lime, 

celebrated  works  are   oftentimes   ac-  ,  The  renal  secretion  is  found  to  de- 

tuated,  when  they  collect  and  publish  y^^te  more  or  less   from  the  natural 

every  scrap   of  paper    left   by  their  standard.    It  would  appear  from  the 

author.    Tney  do  not  reflect  that,  with  researches  of  Frommherz  and  Gugert, 

regard  to  contents,  such   "  complete  fhat  for  some  time  before  a  fit  of  grout 

editions"  are  incomplete,  even  because  it  contains  no  uric  acid ;  whereas  it  is 

they  destroy  the  general  estimate  which  well  known  that  at  other  periods  there 

we  had  been  led  to  form  of  the  author's  is  generally  a  superabundance,  so  much 

mind  and  influence ;  they  render  inde-  so,  that  the  urine  of  gouty  subjects  is 

finite  and  hazy  what  was  well-defined  remarkable  for  holding  in  suspension 

and  clear  before.  and  throwing  down  that  acid  in  the 

crystalline  form.     M.  Rayer  points  par- 

To  escape  personality  in  this  my  ticular  attention  to  this  fact,  and  a  re- 
epistle  to  you,  I  have  striven  to  avoid  cent  opportunity  of  verifying  it  was 
every  approach  to  contemporary  allu-  aflforded  me  in  the  instance  of  a  gentle- 
sions,  and  fear  thereby  almost  to  have  man,  who  came  from  Florence  to  consult 
become  obscure.  me  by  desire  of  Prof.  Targioni,  of  that 

But  as,  in  the  land  of  shadows  you  city.  His  urine,  though  pale  in  colour, 
now  inhabit,  you  in  all  probability  and  of  the  low  density  of  1*015,  spou- 
have  our  literary  movements  presented  taneously  deposited  upon  the  sides  of  a 
to  you  as  in  a  camera  obscura,  you  will  glass  tube,  when  cold, abundant  lozenge- 
doubtless  be  able  to  perceive  at  a  pass-  shaped  crystals  of  uric  acid.  Yet  this 
ing  glance  what  the  weak  son  of  earth  gentleman,  not  long  previously,  had 
can  scarcely  comprehend  with  the  ut-  undergone  a  regular  course  of  the 
most  straining  both  of  his  spiritual  and  Vichy  waters. 

corporeal  eyes.  If,  then,  it  be  assumed  that  from  oc- 
. , — .  casional  causes  the  uric  acid  be  pent 

ciim,  and  deny  that  we  have  been  conducted  by  "P  ^^^  allowed  to  circulate  with  the 

a  raoit  beneficent  and  mort  potent  yenius  7    No-  blood,  urate  of  Soda  will  undoubtedly 

&'r?jrdm,>?'.S?t."ii»VM"^  f'™-    This  I  ascertained  by  the  fof- 

observe  bow  little taaa  been  ol)|ected  against thow  lowing   line  of    research.      A    certain 

m^rhl««n".^*h!2!fi?«'h^^^^  quautity  of  the  fresh  scrum  of  human 

mncb  aninst  thoie  who  have  reinstated  thmn  iri,^^^  „:..«  «^*  *^  j:       *  •            *     *.     'au 

for  words.'*  blood  was  set  to  digest  in  contact  with 

[To  be  continued.]  &  given  weight  of  uric  acid  at  the  tem- 

Eerature  of  the  living  body,  during  two 
ours.    It  was  then  filtered.    To  the 
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clear  filtered  alkaline  liquid  when  cold,  plausible,  when  we  call  to  mind  that 
a  few  drops  of  very  dilute  munatic  acid  one  form  of  gangrene,  the  senile,  mostly 
were  added,  whereupon  a  cloud  of  white  attacks  persons  who  have  previously 
shining  particles  immediately  began  to  been  gouty,  or  have  led  a  life  of 
fall  down,  which  proved  upon  micro-  luxury  and  indolence,  and  whose  sys- 
scopic  examination  to  be  well-defined  tem  has  most  likely  been  generating 
crystals  of  uric  acid.  It  may  be  ob-  uric  acid  in  excess;  while  another 
ierved  that  the  same  dilute  acid  when  somewhat  congenerous  form  of  gan- 
added  to  the  pure  serum  of  the  blood  grene  is  met  with  in  individuals,  in 
rendered  it  unusually  limpid.  Hence  whose  body  a  slow  but  mortal  poison 
it  was  evident  that  some  of  the  uric  has  been  at  work,  called  ergoiine,  con- 
acid  had  been  taken  up  and  combined  sequent  upon  the  prolonged  use  of 
with  the  alkaline  albuminate  present  in  bread  containing  spurred  rye.  Both  of 
the  serum.  these  pathological  conditions,  however, 
On  repeatmg  the  experiment  at  a  are  connected  more  or  less  directly 
higher  temperature,  the  filtered  serum,  with  arterial  inflammation,  and  to  that 
when  diluted  with  water,  afforded  by  we  must  look  as  the  predisposing  cause, 
the  next  morning  a  cloud  of  elistening  Still,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  pri- 
particles,  which,  viewed  by  the  micro-  mary  irritant  source  in  the  former  in- 
scope,  were  seen  to  be  fan-like  groups  of  stance  may  have  been  urate  of  soda,  in 
acicular  crystals  of  urate  of  soda,  as  the  latter  eryoUnt. 
here  figured.  Upon  perusing  an  elaborate  memoir 

on  chronic  arteritis,  by  the  venerable 
Professor  Tommasini,  of  Parma,  pub- 
lished in  a  late  number  of  the  Annales 
de  Th^rapeutique,  it  will  be  seen  that 
many  anomalous  symptoms  characte- 
ristic of  confirmed  gout,  are  those  of 
inflammation  of  the  abdominal  aorta. 
Thus  it  is  stated  that  patients  who 
died  of  that  disease  alone,  complained 

These  after  a  while  coalesced  into  little  of  flatulence,  frequent  eructations,  sense 

granular  masses,  resembling  those  of  of  pain  and  uneasiness  referred  to  the 

chalk  stones.  epigastrium,  besides    other  dyspeptic 

Some  white    tophaceous    particles,  and^  nervous  symptoms,  more  or  less 

taken  from  the  last  joint  of  the  finger  akin  to  those  of  hypochondria.    Might 

of  a  centleman  who  died  of  gout,  and  not  these  facts  assist  in  elucidating  some 

for  wnich  I  was  indebted  to  Mr.  White,  of  the  rapidly  fatal  seizures  of  what  is 

of  Westminster  Hospital,  yielded  after  called  gout  in  the  stomach,  where  no 

being  dissolved  in  hot  distilled  water  trace  of  disease  has  been  found  in  that 

a  crystalline  precipitate  identical   in  organ  after  death  P 

form  with  the  preceding.  Again,  admitting  with  Prof.  Tiede- 

Further,  on  adding  uric  acid  to  a  mann  that  calcareous  incrustation  is 

warm  solution  of  tribasic  phosphate  of  the  sequel   of  arterial  inflammation, 

soda  (the  essential  basic  alxaline  salt  of  abundant  evidence  is  to  be  found  re- 

the  blood,  according  to  Enderlin,  An-  corded  by  Stoll,  Selle,  Lettsom,  Mi- 

nalen  der  Chemie  u.  Pharm.  Bd.  xlix.  chaelis,  Kre^sig,  Corvisart,  Lobstein, 

p.  317)  fan -like  tufts  precisely  similar  and  Hope,  illustrating  the  formation 

m  appearance  to  the  above  were  ob-  of  earthy  deposits  in  the  walls  of  arte- 

tained.  ries  and  valves  of  the  heart  in  gouty 

There  can  be,  therefore,  no  question  subjects, 
as  to  the  possibility  of  uric  acid  being  In  articular  gout,  tophaceous  depo- 
converted  into  urate  of  soda,  through  sition  occurs  for  the  most  part  in  the 
the  medium  of  the  serum  of  the  blo^,  smaller  joints,  especially  such  as  are 
and  that  at  the  ordinary  temperature  of  exposed  to  much  rriction  and  pressure, 
the  human  body.  as  the  metatarso-phalangar  and  the 
It  has  been  conceived  that  many  of  distal  articulation  of  the  great  toe. 
the  phenomena  of  gout  depend  upon  But  no  part  or  structure  of  tne  motor 
a  depraved  condition  of  the  blood  apparatus  is  exempt.  In  a  case  that 
induced  by  intermixture  with  the  recently  presented  itself  to  me  it  ex- 
above  salt.    This  view  seems  the  more  isted  in  the  cartilage  of  the  ear. 
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It  has  been  generally  recognised  that  muriatic  acid,  a  notable  quantity  of 

the  same  morbific  condition  which  in-  biliary  resin,  together  with  a  little  fatty 

volves  an  increase^  formation  of  uric  matter.    Thus,  unequivocal  proof  was 

acid  is  attended  with  defective  secre-  afforded  of  the  excretion  of  bile. 

iory  action  of  the  liver.    Hence  it  has  This  salt  may  be  therefore  reckoned 

been  found  that  whatever  stimulates  the  essentially    chotagogue,    in   the  strict 

excretory  duct  of  that  viscus,  and  de-  sense  of  the  word.    1  ts  action  is  prompt, 

termines  thereby  a  more  or  less  free  and  soon  over,  nor  does  it  produce  any 

discharge  from  the  biliary  pores,  checks  of  those  distressing  and  lowering  effects 

the  above  formation,  and  exercises  a  which  are  so  apt  to  follow  the  exhibi- 

salutary  influence  in  the  gouty  habit,  tionofmercury  and  antimony  in  certain 

Accordingly,  Hippocrates  advised  that  constitutions.    A  retired  navy  surgeon, 

purging  should  be  resorted  to  upon  the  labouring  under  a  feeling  of  weight  and 

first  motion  of  the  humour  in  gout,  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  liver. 

From  a  thorough  conviction  of  the  im-  dragging  sensations  referred  to  the  right 

portance  of  this  principle,  I  am  solici-  shoulder,  uneasiness  about  the  epigas- 

tons  to  direct  attention  to  a  remedial  trium,  dull  headache,  want  of  appetite, 

agent  which  seems  to  exercise  a  specific  and  ^eness  of  the  alvine  evacuations, 

influence  over   the  hepatic  function,  afraid  to  have  recourse  to  mercurial 

This  is  the  sulphate  of  manganese,  a  preparations,  took  b;^  my  recommenda- 

neutral  salt,  wnose  properties  I  was  tion  the  above  salt  in  moderate  doses, 

led  to  investigate  at  tne  suggestion  at  intervals  during  three  weeks.    The 

of  Dr.  Pereira.    Manganese,  m  the  %  result  was  complete  removal  of  the  pre- 

state  of  proto-carbonate,  is  present  in  ceding  symptoms,  and  restoration  to 

the  waters  of  Marienbad,   Carlsbad,  permanent  health. 

and   other  German   springs,  whither  Sulphate  of  manganese  has  a  cooling 

gouty  invalids  annually  resort  in  quest  and  bitter   taste,    resembling  that  of 

of  health ;  in  the  state  of  oxide,  it  forms  Glauber  salt.  Dr.  Thomson  (Chemistry 

one  of  the  normal  constituents  of  the  of  Inor^nic  Bodies,  vol.  ii.  p.  58/) 

bones.    It  was  first  shown  by  M.  C.  G.  says,  "  it  may  be  administered  as  a  ca^ 

Gmelin,  of  Tiibingen  (Yersuche  iiber  thartic,  in  doses  of  from  half  an  ounce 

die  Wirkungen  des  Baryts,  &c.  1824,  to  an  ounce."    I  have  always  found  a 

p.  96),  that  the  manganese  salts  when  much   smaller   quantity   sufiice,   and 

injected  into    the   blood-vessels  aug-  should  be  reluctant  to  give  it  to  that 

mented  the  biliary  secretion  to  such  a  extent.    It  acts  most  efficiently  when 

de^ee  as  to  produce  a  deep  yellow  dissolved  in  a  considerable  quantity  of 

staining  of  the  coats  of  the  intestines,  water.    On  particular  occasions  infu- 

and  of  the  great  vessels  in  the  vicinitv.  sion  of  senna  furnishes  a  useful  adjunct. 

According  to  M.  A.  Barbet,  (Journal  de  I  forbear  touching  upon  colchicum.. 

Chimie  M^dicale,  tom.  v.  p.  534)  mu-  That  potent  drug  we  are  told  suppresses 

riate  of  manganese  forms  a  main  ingre-  but  does  not  cure  gout,  and  when  long 

dientof  a  nostrum  sold  in  Paris,  under  continued  inflicts  serious  injury  upon 

the  name  of  the  deobstruent  powder  of  the  constitution.    In  many  instances  it 

Rouvi^re.    This,  taken  for  a  few  days,  would  appear  to  act  as  a  slow  poison. 

is  said  to  procure   abundant  bilious  If,  indeed,  as  Sir  B.  C.  Brodie  alleges, 

evacuations.  it  stops  the  biliary  secretion,  its  pro- 

If  a  drachm  of  sulphate  of  man^-  tracted  use  must  be  fraught  with  mis- 

nese  be  dissolved  in  a[>out  half  a  pint  chief.    It  ought  therefore  only  to  be 

of  water,  and  swallowed  before  break-  exhibited  in  urgent  cases,  and  that 

fast,  it  will  generally  occasion  after  the  sparingly. 

lapse  of  an  hour  or  so  one  or  more  In  order  to  abate  the  erethism  of  the 
liquid  stools.  With  the  view  of  testing  vessels  of  the  gouty  circulation,  to  fur- 
whether  bile  was  thus  discharged  to  ther  the  absorption  ofeffused  fluids,  and 
any  amount,  a  portion  of  the  loose  fecu-  to  arrest  the  recurrenceof  attacks,  which, 
lent  matter  was  digested  with  strong  in  the  long  run,  lead  to  distortion  and 
alcohol,  in  order  to  separate  the  mucus,  ankylosis,  the  topical  employment  of 
and  thrown  upon  a  filter;  a  limpid  acetic  ether  and  rectified  coal  naphtha 
olive-coloured  solution  was  obtained,  will  be  found  highly  serviceable.  The 
which  after  evaporation  by  a  water-  former  was  first  introduced  to  the  no- 
bath  to  the  consistence  of  honey,  tice  of  the  profession  by  M.  Sedillot,  in 
yielded  with  the  addition  of  boiling  the  Transactions  ofthe  Medical  Society 
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«f  PariSf  (No.x.Me8fl.  An.5)  but  never  own  person,  nearly  two  centurieft  ago. 
teems  to  have  attracted  attention  here.  That  distinguished  statesman,  wno 
Acetic  ether  generally  determines  a  pithily  designated  "  gout  a  coo^anion 
speedy  sedative  agencv  in  the  more  that  ought  to  be  treated  like  an  enemy,, 
acute  stage  of  the  malady,  when  ap-  and  by  no  means  like  a  friend,"  heroi- 
plied  with  gentle  friction  over  the  whole  cally  applied  the  Chinese  moxa  to  hia 
of  the  afiected  surfoce  to  the  amount  foot,  and  thereby  sot  permanently  cured 
of  half  an  ounce  every  twelve  hours,  TEssay  upon  the  Cure  of  Gout  by  Moxa, 
provided  after  each  friction  the  patient  1677.  Works,  vol.  i.  p.  134).  His  ac- 
IS  kept  warm  in  bed.  In  the  sub-acute  count  of  the  disease  is  given  with  no- 
form  of  the  disease,  I  have  witnessed  sological  precision,  and  nothing  can  be 
very  beneficial  effects  from  simplv  more  ffrapnic  than  the  detail  of  what  he 
pencilling  over  the  part  with  a  camel-  felt  wnile  the  burning  cone  was  incon- 
oair  brush  dipped  m  naphtha*.  In  tact  with  the  skin, 
some  instances,  indeed,  this  seemed  to  Among  other  local  applications  from 
have  the  power  of  warding  off  an  im-  which  occasional  advantage  has  been 
pending  paroxysm.  I  was  first  led  to  derived,  may  be  enumerated  tincture  of 
try  it  in  gouty  cases,  from  being  told  arnica,  and  an  ointment  composed  of 
by  an  extensive  manufacturer  of  the  one  part  of  extract  of  belladonna,  incor- 
article  near  Birmingham,  that  affections  porated  with  eight  or  ten  imrts  of 
of  the  joints  were  unknown  among  his  cerate.  Poultices  are  objectionable  be- 
workmen,  while  they  were  common  cause  they  relax  the  capillaries, 
enough  among  the  operatives  of  other  After  extensive  experience  in  the 
factories  in  the  neighbourhood.  employment  of  naphtha,  I  can  confi- 

Coal  naphtha  is  a  pure  hydro-carbon,  denily  assert  that  no  instance  has  ever 
almost  identical  in  nature  and  pro-  presented  itself  of  the  slightest  ten- 
perties  with  the  naphtha  which  occurs  dency  to  what  is  called  "  ^uty  metas- 
native  on  the  shores  pf  the  Caspian  sea,  tasis,"  that  is,  the  translation  or  remo- 
in  Persia,  and  other  countries  of  Asia,  val  of  the  disease  from  the  extremities 
The  latter,  alluded  to  by  Herodotus,  of  the  body  to  some  internal  part  or 
has  been  used  from  a  remote  period  by  organ.  It  need  scarcely  be  observed 
some  of  the  nations  of  the  east,  against  that  all  outward  means,  to  be  availing, 
the  very  ailment  in  question.  Thus,,  must  be  aided  by  appropriate  hygienic 
Dioscondes  (Lib.  i.  c.  85)  says,  "poda-  and  therapeutic  measures, 
gris  articulorum  doloribus  lethargisque  .In  order  to  get  rid  of  the  cedema 
prodest";  andBontiuB  (Hist.  Nat.  p.  17)  which  usually  supervenes  after  a  fit  of 
in  describing  what  he  calk  *'a  noble  articular  gout,  it  is  advisable  to  sup- 
species  of  naphtha"  brought  from  Su-  port  the  limb  in  a  position  conside- 
matra,  and  highly  prized  for  its  medi-  rably  elevated  above  the  level  of  the 
cinal  virtues  by  the  Javanese,  concludes  body,  so  as  to  favour  the  ascending  cir- 
as  follows :  "  partibus  affectis  illitum  culation.  By  this  procedure  absorption 
miraculi  instar  aegros  consolatur."  is  facilitated.    The  support,  to  be  efil- 

Naphtha  topic^ly  applied  imparts  a  cient,  however,  ou^ht  to  be  steadily 

feelinff  of  warmth,  sometimes  accom-  maintained  both  night  and  day.    Al- 

panied  with  slight  ting^ling.    It  acts  ob-  though  rather  irksome  at  first,  patients 

viously  upon  the  principle  of  a  mild  but  soon  oecome  habituated  to  it.    An  ob- 

penetrating    counter-stimulant,    deter-  long  deal  box,  having  the  sides  a  little 

mining  contraction  ofthe  capillaries,  in-  elevated  and  sloping,  with  belts  slung 

crease  m  the  rapidity  of  their  circulation,  across,  will  be  found  to  answer  the 

and  promssive  absorption  of  liquideffu-  above  purpose. 

sion.    As  such,  its  use  is  of  course  con-  As  a  remedial  agent,  seemingly  en- 

tra-indicated  whenever  there  is  general  dowed  with  qualities  capable  of  coun- 

excitement  of  the  vascular  and  nervous  teracting    and    removing    tophaceous 

system.    Th^  influence  of  counter-irri-  deposition,    silicate    of    potash,     the 

tation  over  gout  was  amply  demon-  liquor  of  flinU  of  the  older  chemists 

strated,    though  in   a  ratner   seirere  deserves  a    trial.     This   salt    passes 

manner,  by  Sir  William  Temple,  on  his  through  the  system  unchanged,  and 

*  Ckre  miut  be  lutd  not  to  conibund  tWi  with  can  be  detected  in  the  urine  of  animals 

•  spirit  sold  under  the  aune  name,  used  for  to  which   it  has    been  given   by   the 

mAklngf  ?*««"'  J»™*"^»  •^.  l*tejy  Introduced  mouth.    It  exercises  a  very  powerful 

•e  n  medicine.    The  propertiei  ot  the  two  are  "*""»•"•     *\  cAc*^.u»^a  »  »«/  jjwww*****. 

quite  ditsimihu-.  solvent  action  upon  the  urate  of  soda. 
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I  have  prescribed  it  for  one  or  two  pa-  between  three  and  four  inches  above 

tients  in  doses  of  ten  and  fifteen  grains  the    ankle.      He    came    under    my 

twice  a  day,  dissolved  in  six  or  eight  care  the  following  day,  at  the  Tnstitu- 

ounces  of  water,  with  apparent  benefit,  tion  in  Gerrard  Street,  and  the  limb 

The  efficacy  of  the  benzoic  prepara-  was  put  up  in  splints  and  bandages  in 

tions  in  controlling  phosphatic  deposi-  the  usual  manner, 
tion,  to  which  gouty  people  are  likewise        In  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours 

prone,  was  shown  by  me  in"*  a  paper  afterwards,  he  was  attacked  in  the  night 

published  in  the  Medical  Gazette  of  with  severe  gout  «n  the  foot,  the  pain 

February  1843;   and  if,  as  Professor  extending  from  the  toe  up  to  the  knee — 

Liebifi^  states  (Lancet,  June  8,  1844),  a  disease  under  which  he  had  laboured 

"  the  larger  the  amount  of  soda  which  for  the  last  fifteen  years.    He  had  from 

combines  with  these  acids,"  alluding  to  the  resident  medical  officer  a  colchicum 

the  sulphuric  and  hippuric,  "  the  less  mixture,  which  produced  violent  dis- 

comes  to  the  share  of  the  uric  acid,"  order  of  the  stomach,  and  no  relief  to 

it  may  be  inferred  that  the  administra-  the  p^n.    I  subsequently  ordered  some 

tion  ofbenzoic  acid,  will,  in  consequence  aperient  medicine,   together   with  an 

of  the  surplus  production  of  hippurate  embrocation  of  naphtha,  by  the  joint 

of  soda,  necessarily  tend  to  supersede  use  of  which  the  gouty  symptoms  were 

any  inordinate  formation  of  urate  of  soda,  soon  mitigated.    Progressive  union  and 

In  reference  to  the  surgical  treat-  consolidation  of  the  broken  ends  of  the 

ment  of  gouty  deposition,  it  may  be  bone  ensued,  and  after  the  lapse  of  a 

suggested  that  wnen  this  is  uncon-  couple  of  months  from  the  receipt  of 

nected  with   the   articulation,  has  a  the  injury  he  was  able  to  move  about, 

pulp^  feel,  is  augmenting  in  size,  dis-  That  leg  is  now  quite  as  firm  as  the 

tending  the  cellular  texture  and  skin,  other. 

and  causing  inconvenience  and  defor-        The  above  case  furnishes  an  example 

mity,  a  small  subcutaneous  puncture  of  latent  gout,   roused  into  activity 

may  be  made  with  a  tenotome  at  a  few  through  an  external  cause.    The  dis- 

lines  distance  from  the  tumor,  and  its  ease,  however,  soon  yielded  to  remedial 

fultaceous  contents  slowly  pressed  out.  means,  and  did  not  prevent  solid  ossific 
f  left  to  itself  the  concrete  mass  even-  union  eventualiv  taking  ulace.  It  may 
tnally  undermines  and  ulcerates  the  be  added  that  this  man  has  since  been 
integuments,  and  is  expulsed  amid  a  threatened  with  a  return  of  his  old  ail- 
more  or  less  profuse  suppuration.  Un-  ment,  but  has  uniformly  succeeded  in 
der  such  circumstances  emollient  poul-  keeping  it  at  bay  by  the  timely  use  of 
tices  ought  to  be  assiduously  applied,  and  naph  tha. 

the  exposed  surface  freely  touched  with        W.  Emmett,  aged  35,  of  robust  make 

nitrate  of  silver.    This  salt  possesses  and  sanguine  temperament,  accustomed 

the  property  of  decomposing  and  disin-  to  partake  freely  of  animal  food  and 

tegrating  both  the  urate  of  soda  and  fermented  liquors,  was  admitted  under 

phosphate  of  lime.  me  upon  the  27th  of  May,  1844.    Four 

Where,  as  frequently  happens,  the  days  previously  he  was  suddenly  at- 
ulcerated  opening  remains  fistulous,  and  tacked  with  pain  and  swelling  of  the 
^ves  issue  at  intervals  to  chalky-look-  left  knee-joint,  accompanied  with  a 
mg  fragments,  the  nitrate  of  silver  may  distressing  feeling  of  tension  and  con- 
be  employed  in  solution.  Sometimes  traction  in  the  tendons  of  the  inner 
it  is  the  articulations  themselves  which  ham-string  muscles.  When  I  saw  him, 
furnish  the  tophaceous  matter ;  here  no  the  knee  was  much  swollen,  and  rather 
interference  is  called  for,  since  little  or  tense ;  it  was  hot  and  paiiiful  on  motion, 
no  annoyance  ensues,  owing  to  the  and  there  was  a  reddish  blush  over  the 
changes  which  the  constituent  parts  surface.  Pressure  at  the  outside  of  the 
have  undergone.  patella  occasioned   acute  pain.     The 

The  following  cases  will,  it  is  hoped,  pulse,  skin,  and  urine,  were  natural, 

serve  to  illustrate  some  of  the  principles  He  had  been  taking  opening  medicine, 

above  laid'down.  As  he  peremptorily  refused  to  submit 

M.  Casey,  aged  60,  of   wan  aspect  to  any  local  aostraction  of  blood,  or  to 

and  impaired  constitution,  while  ffoing  blistering,  and  as  I  ascertained  that  for 

down  stairs  upon  the  16th  of  Feb.  1844,  the  last  eight  years  he  had  been  visited 

missed  the  step  and  fell  down.    The  with  repeated  fits  of  gout,  a  disease 

consequence  was  fracture  of  the  fibula  with  which  his  father  and  grandfiather 
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had  been  afflicted,  I  directed  the  assi-  to  which  he  has  been  liable  for  a  pe- 

duous  application  of  naphtha.  riod  of  thirty  years;  has  six  brothers, 

The  use  of  the  embrocation  wasfol-  five  of  whom  have  been  likewise  af- 

lowed  by  rapid   subsidence   of   pain,  flicted;  is  ignorant  whether  his  parents 

stiffness,  and  swelling.    Is  able  to  walk  were  so ;  is  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and 

about  to-day  without  the  aid  of  a  staff  formerly  drank  largely   of  gin  ;  has 

to  lean  upon,  as  formerly.    He  now  taken  so  much  colcnicum  at  one  time 

complains  of  swelling  and  pain  of  the  and  another,  that  the  drug  has  lost  all 

right  wrist-joint,  impeding  the  use  of  power  in  alleviating  the  disease ;  it  only 

the  hand,  and  which  came  on  unex-  produces  faintness. 

pectedly  in  the  course  of  the  night.  Notwithstanding  the  exhibition  of 

To  apply  the  naphtha  to  the  wrist.  various   aperients,    diaphoretics,    and 

June  1 .  —  Can  move  his  wrist  and  anodynes,  conjoined  with  the  frequent 
hand  with  perfect  freedom ;  the  swell-  application  or  naphtha,  no  distinct 
ing  is  gone.  Says  that  he  felt  marked  amendment  ensued  till  a  fortnight  had 
refief  after  the  second  time  he  used  the  expired.  The  urine  throughout  main- 
naphtha.  There  still  remained  a.  little  tained  its  albuminous  character,  and  its 
stiffness  of  the  knee-joint,  which,  how-  low  density,  ranging  from  1*009  to 
ever,  gradually  went  away  without  any  1 013.  The  subsidence  of  the  pain 
other  treatment.  and  heat  of  the  gouty  articulations  was 

We  have  here  gout  in  one  of  its  pro-  followed  by  some  oedema  of  the  feet 

tean  forms,  simulating  that  which  un-  and  ankles  of  about  a  week's  duration, 

der  other  conditions  might  have  proved  June  26. — He  was  ordered  tenCTains 

a  very  troublesome  affection  of  the  sy-  of  silicate  of  potash,  dissolved  in  half  a 

novial  membrane   of  the    knee-joint,  pint  of  water,  twice  a  day. 

Nothing  could  be  more  decisive  than  July  16. — Experienced  a  febrile  at- 

the  effect  of  naphtha  in  arresting  its  tack,  attended  with   painful  tension, 

progress.  swelling,  and  redness  of   left  hand, 

David  Reid,  aged  53,  of  short  stature,  elbow,  and  shoulder.    To  apply  acetic 

sallow    complexion,    and    emaciated  ether  with  friction,  and  to  take  a  pill 

frame,  applied  to  me  upon  the  11th  of  containing  scammony  and  jalap. 

June,  1844,  under  the  following  cir-  I  saw  him  again  at  9  o'clock,  p.m. 

cumstances.     Complains  of  continual  The  ether  had  promptly  abated  the  pain 

pain  in  right   hand,  with    feeling  of  and  tension ;  the  hana  now  pit  tea  on 

heaviness,  and  also  of  scalding  when  pressure ;  the  bowels  had  been  freely 

touched.    There  is  considerable  swell-  moved ;    next  day  he  was  convales- 

ingof  the  wrist  and  knuckle.    Over  the  cent. 

distal  extremity  of  the  metacarpal  bone  22d.— Called  to  say  he  feels  in  better 
is  a  flat  indurated  concretion  oeneath  health  than  he  has  done  for  several 
the  Kkin,  of  the  bigness  of  a  French  months.  Thinks  there  is  a  sensible 
bean,  of  twenty  years'  standing,  reduction  in  the  bulk  of  the  chalk 
Another  tumor,  about  the  size  of  an  stones  since  taking  thir  silicate  of  pot- 
almond,  occupies  the  site  of  the  bursa  ash ;  his  urine  remains  unchanged, 
over  the  olecranon  of  the  arm  of  the  To  take  a  teaspoonful  of  sulphur  every 
same  side,  of  more  recent  date.  morning. 

His  appetite  is  brd;  he  is  languid.  We  have  here  an  instance   of  the 

listless,  and  dejected,  frequently  yawn-  "  lapidosa  chiragra,"  associated  with 

ing  and  sighing ;  he  suffers  from  flatu-  albuminaria ;  a  state  of  things  in  which 

lence ;  a  wiry  vibratile  pulsation  can  colchicum  is  highly  prejudicial.    The 

be  felt  in  the  different  arteries  of  the  intractable  nature  of  the  attack  may  be 

hand    and  wrist;    the    neighbouring  ascribedtodecay  of  constitution  through 

veins  are  much  dilated ;  pulse  80 ;  there  intemperance  and  organic  disease.  The 

is  no  undue  action  of  the  heart ;  urine  congestion  of  the  veins,  which  Baglivi 

isalbuminous,  of  sp.  ^r.  1*013;  pale  in  reckons  a  certain  precursor  of  gout, 

colour,  deficient  in  unc  acid,  but  show-  and   always  persisting  during  the  fit 

ing  a  faint  acid  reaction  with  litmus ;  ([Barthez,  C.  I.  lib.  i.),  so  conspicuous 

bowels  slow.  in  this  case,  is  regarded  by  M.  Rognetta 

States  that  he  has  been  constantly  as  one  of  the  phenomena  peculiar  to 

tormented  with  gout  flying  about  him  the  angioitis  wnich  constitutes  the  dy- 

dnring  the  last  four  months — a  disease  namic  condition  of  that  malady.  Taken 

884.— XXXV.  O 
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in  connexion  with  the  hypochondriac  complaining  of  pain  and  swellinsr  in 

symptoms  already  enumerated,  it  would  both  of  his  ^eat  toes,  which  he  ascribes 

seem  to  indicate  some  deep-seated  arte-  to  having  imprudently  eaten  a  heavy 

rial  lesion.     It  deserves  notice    that  supper  and  drank  a  quantity  of  beer, 

under  the  use  of  the  silicate  of  potash  By  resorting  to  the  employment  of  sul- 

there  was  apparent  diminution  of  the  phate  of  manganese  and  naphtha,  he 

tophus.  got  well  in  a  week.     He  was  directed 

John  Coleman,  aged  50,  seaman,  of  to  take  for  a  while  a  teaspoonful  of  sul- 

short  stature,  robust  make,  and  active  phur  daily. 

habits,  wont  to  eat  freely,  but  not  This  man  was  of  a  bilious  tempera- 
given  to  excess  in  drinking,  admitted  ment,  and  notwithstanding  the  free  ex- 
21st  of  June,  1844 ;  complains  of  hibition  of  blue  pill  and  colocynth, 
racking  and  gnawing  pain  in  ball  no  satisfactory  remission  of  his  symp- 
and  first  phalanx  of  great  toe  of  toms  took  place,  until  the  excretory 
right  foot,  which  are  red  and  swollen ;  function  of  the  liver  had  been  well 
walks  very  lame  in  consequence.  Has  stimulated  by  the  sulphate  of  manga- 
been  tormented  in  this  way  during  the  nese.  The  naphtha  had  a  very  happy 
past  fortnight,  but  last  night  the  pain  effect  in  abating  the  pain  and  erythe- 
became  so  aggravated  as  to  prevent  his  matous  redness.  Habitual  indulgence 
sleeping;  pulse  7*2,  rather  nard;  skin  in  the  use  of  London  beer  is  very  apt 
soft  and  moist ;  tongue  clean ;  bowels  to  engender  gout ;  the  quantity  of 
confined;  urine  not  examined.  Had  a  acetic  acid  and  gluten  that  beverage 
similar  attack  last  summer,  affecting  contains  being  prone  to  sour  the 
both  great  toes  for  the  first  time ;  his  stomach  and  disorder  digestion. 

general  health  is  excellent,  excepting        Mr.  E ,  aged  39,  short  and  thick- 

at  the  periods  in  question  ;  is  troubled  set,  consulted  me  upon  the  9th  of  Oct. 
with  flatulence ;    there  is  no  proof  of  for  an  attack  of  gout  in  the  left  foot, 
hereditary  tendency  ;  has  been  taking  which  had  come  on  suddenly  four  days 
Ep  som  salts,  and  used  fomentations.  before.     The   back  of   the   foot   was 
Ordered  Naphtha  as  an  embrocation,  and  swollen ;  the  skin  presented  a  pale  rosy 
five  grs.  of  blue  pill,  with  five  of  extract  blush,  and  the   muscles  and  tendons 
of  Colocynth,  every  night.  were  so  exquisitely  tender,  that  in  order 
June  26.-Say8  that  he  feels  imme-  *«  ^et  ^^m  one  room  into  another,  he 
diate  relief,  enduring  for  four  or  five  wascompelledfrom  want  of  crutches  to 
hours,aftereachapplicationofnaphtha,  crawl  on  all  foure.     There  was  heat  of 
and  is  in  all  resects  better ;  the  red-  ««rfoce;  pulse  96;  tongue  clean  junne 
ness  and  swelling  are  much  lessened ;  °«^  examined ;  pnor  to  my  visit  he  had 
sleeps  the  greater  part  of  the  night.  ^^u^'°^  ^        aperients  and  col- 
Ordered,  of  Sulph.  of  Manganese,  Sij.  ^  H?s°fkther  suffered  from  gout,  and  he 
28th.  —  The  manganese  salt  acted  has  had  some  seven  or  eight  attacks  at 
powerfully,  producing  a  marked  bene-  various  times ;  nevor  knew  colchicum 
ficial  effect  in  the  course  of  four  hours;  fail  in  relieving  him  before.    Has  ab- 
the  swelling  and  redness  are  auite  gone ;  stained  wholly  from  fermented  drinks 
no  tenderness  remains,  so  tnat  he  can  during  the  last  four  years,  havingjoined 
walk  about  in  a  strong  leather  shoe ;  that  rigid  Temperance  sect,  the  Recha- 
says  that  he  derived  such  speedy  and  bites,  but  eats  heartily,  and  takes  but 
sure  relief  from  the  naphtha,  that  when-  little  exercise, 
ever  he  perceived  any  threatening  of  Ordered  to  apply  Acetic  Ether, 
nocturnal  pain,  he  immediately  pen-  ^^  ^^e  next  day  all  pain  and  redness 
cilled  over  the  part  m  bed,  which  ena-  had  vanished;    there    remained  only 
bled  him  to  enjoy  a  sound  sleep.  3^^^  swelling  and  stiffness  of  the  foot, 
To  continoe  the  use  of  the  Naphtha,  and  for   which   tne  naphtha    was   recom- 
to  swallow  a  full  dote  of  Sulphate  of  mended,  and  as  he  had  some  symptoms 
Manganese  every  mormog.  ^^  ^^^5^^  derangement,  a  dose  of  sul- 
He  went  on  taking  the  manganese  phate   of  manganese  was  prescribed, 
salt  in  moderate  doses  every  morning  These  served  to  dispel  every  vestige  of 
till  the  3d  of  July,  when  he  was  dis-  the  attack.     Shortly  after,  he  had  a 
missed  cured.    He  applied  again  as  a  seizure  in  the  ball  of  the  great  toe  of  the 
patient  upon  the  12tn  of  the  month,  other  foot,  for  which  he  treated  himself. 
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This  caae  exemplifies  the  utility  of  ON  THE 

aeetic  ether  in  the  first  stage,  and  of  NATURE  AND  SEAT  OF  HOOPING 

naphtha  in  the  sequel,  for  subduing  COUGH*, 

the  local    affection.     One  drachm  of  n    t  c  c        ' 

sulphate  of  manganese  acted  here  as  an  ^'  •' •  ^'  Strebtkb, 

emeto-cathartic  and  diaphoretic,    and  One  of  the  PresidenU  of  jhcWiyMc*!  Society  of 

seemed  to  remove  a  considerable  amount  °^'    ^'^* 

of  general  oppression  of  the  system.  l^^  '*«  Medical  Gazette.) 

For  the  next  case,  dated  Feb.  1843|  — — 
I  am  indebted  lo  the  patient's  brother,  jj,  the  paper  of  this  evening,  I  propose 
a  physician  of  eminence,  and  for  many  to  bring  before  the  Society  one  parti- 
years  attached  to  a  county  hospital.  cular  subject  for  discussion  connected 

"  Mr.  J.  S ,  aged  56,  short  stature,  with  hooping  cough,  rather  than  at- 

robust  figure,  fli)rid  complexion,  nervo-  tempting  a  general  essay  on  the  com- 

sanguine  temperament ;   habits  of  life  plmnt.    The  adoption  of  such  a  limit 

active;  habits  ofliving  not  particularly  seemed  absolutely  necessary  in  order 

temperate.  not  to  exceed  the  time  usually  allotted 

"  About  ten  years  since  first  experi-  for  papers,  and  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 

enced  an  attack  of  eout,  whilst  m  a  entering  into  a  detailed  account  of  the 

distant  colony,   the  Mauritius,  where  many  important  and  protean  complica- 

for  ten  years  previously  he  had  been  tions  with  which  the  simple  disease  is 

accustomed  to  a  free  course  of  living,  go  often  encountered  in  practice, 

drinking  freely  of  French  wines,  and  The  subject  which  f  have  chosen 

indulging  also  occasionally  in  brandy  with  the  hope  of  contributing  some- 

and  water.     Has  never  indulged  other-  what  to  the  elucidation  of  this  extra- 

wisein  the  pleasures  of  the  table  ;  nor  ordinary  complaint,  is  the  nature  and 

am  I  aware  that  he  has  any  hereditary  geat  of  the  disease.    As  every  theory 

predisposition  to  the  disease.  advanced  or  advocated  requires  to  be 

"  Gout  first  showed  itself  in  the  ball  tested  by  its  adequacy  to  explain  the 

of  the  great  toe,  and  has  never  been  at-  phenomena  observable  in  the  disease  by 

tended  by  much  disturbance  of  the  sto-  Jts  morbid  anatomy,  and  by  the  effect 

mach  and  bowels.    The  attacks  have  of  remedies  which  enjoy  popular  or 

been  very  severe,  though  of  short  dura-  professional  reputation  in  its  treatment, 

tion,  and  in  general  he  ha  experienced  \  trust  the  subject  will  not  be  without 

about  four  of  them  during  the  vear }  sufficient  practical  interest  to  elicit  dis- 

Bome  of  the  larger  joints  have  of  late  cussion,  and  justify   its    introduction 

been  subject  to  them,  especially  the  here, 

shoulders  and  elbows.  Before  my  present  audience  any  ex- 

"  The  usual  practice  which  has  been  tended  description  of  the  symptoms, 

pursued  in  his  case  has  been  the  exhi-  progress,  duration,  and  terminations  of 

bition  of  purgatives  with  colchicum  in  go  common  and  familiar  an  affection, 

the  first  instance,  followed  by  salines  would  be  misplaced  and  superfluous, 

and  colchicum  in  more  divided  doses,  Por  the   immediate  purpose    of   this 

using  also  tepid   evaporating  lotions,  paper  it  will  be  only  requisite  to  re- 

with  occasional  anodyne  embrocations,  mind  them  that  the  symptoms  of  the 

Since  usin^  a   naphtha  embrocation,  simple  uncomplicated  disease  are  divi- 

prescribed  by  Mr.  Ure,  about  twelve  gible  into  two  stages, 

months  since,  and  which  he  was  di-  igt.  Thec«<arrAa/,markede88entially 

rected  to  apply  at  the  commencement  by  irritative  and  dry  cough,  somewhat 

of  an  attack  of  {min,  he  has  invariably  sharper  perhaps,  but  never  absolutely 

succeeded  in  cutting  it  short,  so  that  he  distinguishable  from  that  of  an  ordinary 

has  had  no  regular  attack  of  eout  within  or  an  influenzal  catarrh.    This  stage  u 

that  period.  His  general  health  appears  ushered   in  by    more  or   less   fever, 

to  be  at  present  better  than  it  has  been  usually  not  very  noticeable  in  a  child  5 

for  several  years,  nor  has  he  been  sub-  but  in  the  adult,  as  far  as  my  observa- 

ject  to  any  attack  of  headache,  or  of  tion  and  inquiry  have  extended,  the 

uneasiness  in  any  other  internal  organ,"  headache  ana  general  oppression  have 

la,  caisrlotte  Street,  Bedford  Square,  been  rather  severe  than  otherwise. 

^"^"'^^^  The  2d,  or    hooping   atage,   which 

_  *  Read  before  the  Physical  Society  of  Ouy*i 

Hospital,  Dr.  O.  O.  Rces  in  the  chair,  November 
3, 1S44. 
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seldom  commences  before  the  second  usually  attacks  only  once  during  life, 

or  third  week,  is  marked  by  the  peculiar  To  the  latter  circumstance,  however,  as 

convulsive  cough,    whose    paroxysms  in  the  case  of  the  exanthematous  fevers, 

distinguish  and  give  name  to  the  dis-  there  are  occasional  and  not  very  un- 

etise.    £ach    paroxysm    of   cough    is  frequent  exceptions.     Its  occurrence  at 

always  terminated  by  the  expulsion  of  the  adult  age  is,  I  believe,  less  un- 

mucus  from  the  air  passages  by  the  act  common  than  is  generally  imagined, 

of  expectoration  or  vomiting,  or  by  a  fur  I  am  personally  acquainted  with 

combination  of  both  these  processes,  many  adults  who  have  been  visited  by 

After  the  expulsion  of  this  mucus  the  the  disease ;  among  these  my  brother, 

mechanical  disturbance  of  the  respira-  who  experienced  a  second  attack  in  the 

tion  and  circulation  occasioned  by  the  44th  year  of  his  as^. 

coughing  gradually  subsides,  and  these  The  authors  wno  have  noticed  or 

important  functions  resume  their  ordi-  written   especially  upon  this  disease, 

nary  and  normal  state  until  they  are  like  the  names  that  have  been  assigned 

again  disturbed  by  the  access  of  another  to  it,  are  many.    Dr.  Forbes,  in  the 

paroxysm.  Medical  Bibliography  attached  to  the 

On  analysing  the  paroxysm  it  will  Cyclopeedia  of  Practical  Medicine, 
be  found  that  it  commences  with  has  enumerated  no  less  than  fifty- 
forcible  and  progressively  shortening  five,  while  the  estimable  author  of  tlie 
efforts  of  expiration,  which  succeed  each  Dictionary  of  Practical  Medicine — a 
other  with  great  rapidity,  during  which  veritable  Hercules  in  ^sculupian  Re- 
the  lungs  become  as  far  as  possible  ex-  searches — has  filled  more  than  two 
hausted  of  air,  till  at  length  they  columns  with  minion  type  in  en umerat- 
are  suddenly  replenished  by  a  deep,  ing  the  names  of  writers  on  it,  and  the 
forcible,  and  partly  spasmodic  inspira-  mere  titles  of  their  works.  "  Tot  homt- 
tion,  which  completely  fills  every  air-  nes,  tot  sententice,"  says  the  proverb, 
cell.  During  this  inspiration  the  and,asmightbe  expected, great aiversity 
peculiar  sound  —  the  hoop  —  takes  of  opinion  has  been  entertained  on  the 
plaoe,  and  is  obviously  caused  by  the  precise  nature  and  seat  of  the  disease, 
inward  rush  of  the  air  through  a  For  an  abstract  of  these  views  I  refer 
partially  and  spasmodically  closed  to  the  able  works  I  have  just  men- 
glottis,  which  no  act  of  the  will  can  tioned,  and  to  the  special  treatises  of 
imitate.  The  number  of  expiratory  Dr.  Watt  and  Dr.  Hamilton  Roe,  the 
efforts  which  precede  the  deep  inspira-  only  ones  with  which  I  am  at  all 
tion  is  greater  in  the  young  subject  familiar. 

than  in  the  adult,  and  produces  some  The  opinions  advanced  by  most  of 

modification  in  the  character  of  the  these  writers  seem,  for  the  most  part,  to 

hoop.  be  reducible  to  a  few  general  heads.  1st. 

Each  paroxysm  of  coughing  is  pre-  That  which  regards  nooping  cough  as 
ceded  by  a  tickling  or  pricking  sensa-  essentially  a  tpatmoHic  affection  of  the 
tion  experienced  at  the  lower  parts  of  air  passat/es  arising  from  a  primary 
the  trachea,  which  gives  warning  of  the  irritation,  inflammatory  or  nervous,  of 
approaching  fit.  This  premonitory  the  brain,  or  of  one  set  or  more  of  the 
sensation  produces  the  inquietude  and  respiratory  nerves.  This  theory  is  ad- 
alarm  observable  in  the  very  young  vocated  and  variously  modified  in  the 
just  before  the  paroxysm,  and  induces  opinions  advanced  by  Hoffman,  Cullen, 
the  older  to  secure  the  most  favourable  Hufeland,  Jager,  Leroy,  Lobenstein, 
position  for  the  expulsion  of  the  ab-  Guibert,  Breschet,  Webster,  and  Cop- 
normally  saline  secretion  that  is  formed  land. 

by  the  catarrhal  auction  of  the  bronchi  Dr.  Webster  considers  the  affection 
which  constitutes  the  disease,  and  of  the  respiratory  organs  as  secondary, 
which  saline  mucus,  by  its  presence  in  and  dependent  on  a  primary  irritation, 
the  larynx,  where  it  acts  precisely  as  a  inflammatory  in  its  nature,  of  the 
foreign  body  on  the  sensitive  mem-  brain  or  its  membranes,  or  both  com- 
brane,  I  regard  as  the  true  and  exciting  bined.  Most  of  the  advocates,  how- 
cause  of  the  suffocative  paroxysms  of  ever,  of  the  nervous  theory,  from  Hoff- 
the  second  stage.  man    down  to    Copland,   regard    the 

Before  concluding  this  sketch  of  the  pneumo-gastric  nerves  as  the  primary 

simple  uncomplicated  disease,  it  may  be  seat  of  the  affection ;    but  others,  as 

well  to  add  that  it  appears  to  me  un-  Jaher,  Lobenstein,  and  Leroy,  locate 

questionably  contagious,  and  that  it  the  irritation  in  the  phrenic  nerves. 
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Others,  again,  ns  M.  Blache  and  Dr.  Ha-  4th.  That  which  refers  the  disease,  or 
milton  Roe,  place  the  nervous  affection  at  least  the  production  of  the  peculiar 
in  both  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  paroxysms  of  the  second  stage,  to  a 
bronchi  and  in  the  pneumo-gastric  physical  or  chemical  irritant  introduced 
nerves.  With  this  opinion ,  All)ert  of  within  the  larynx,  whether  applied 
Bremen,  Pinel,  and  also  Laennec,  ac-  from  without  or  after  it  has  been  en- 
cording  to  the  statement  of  Dr.  Roe,  gendered  in  the  blood,  or  in  the  secrc- 
subjitantially  coincide.  tion  of  the  respiratory  organs  them- 

2d.  That  which  considers  the  disease  selves. 

as  an  inflammatory  affection  of  some  Under  this  head  may  be  arranged  the 

part  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  opinion  of  Linneeus,  who  referred  it  to 

air  passages;  an  opinion  which  num-  the  presence  ofminuteinsectsin  the  air; 

bers  among  its  advocates  the  names  of  that  of  Sydenham,  who  imputed  it  to 

Darwin,  Watt,  Alcock,  Dewees,  Daw-  a  subtle  and  irritating  vapour  in  the 

son,  Marcus,  Guersent,  Broussais,  Ros-  blood  which  affected  the  lungs  ;  that 

tan    and  Dug^s,    and    in  support    of  of  Boehme,  and  also  partially  that  of 

which,  that  of  the  immortal  Laennec,  is  Rosenstein,  who  ascribe  it  to  a  peculiar 

quoted  by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  excellent  miasm  acting  chiefly  on  the  nerves ;  but 

article  in  the  Cyclopcedia  of  Practical  it  is  the  opinion  originated  by  Dr.  Blaud, 

Medicine,  of  the  Hospital  Beaucaire,  that  1  wish 

Dr.  Watt  believes  it  "  in  all  cases  an  to  place  prominently  before  the  Society, 
inflammatory  disease,  whose  chief  seat  because  it  is  the  theory,  which  my  ex- 
is  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  perience  leads  me,  with  only  a  slight 
larynx,  trachea,  bronchi,  and  air-cells,  modification,  to  adopt  as  the  one  most 
possibly  attended  with  a  minute  exan-  consistent  with  the  phenomena  obser- 
thematous  eruption  there.  He  con-  vable  in  the  symptoms,  pathology,  and 
siders  that  when  mild  this  inflammation  successful  treatment  of  ilie  disease.  It 
runs  its  course  without  materially  dis-  was  originally  published  in  the  R^vue 
turbing  the  other  functions  of  the  Medicate  for  March  1831,  and  subse- 
body,or  even  the  functions  of  that  very  guently  transferred  in  substance  to  the 
membrane  in  which  it  is  seated,  and  Lancet,  April  1831 ;  and  Johnson's 
that  whenever  hooping-cough  proves  Med.  Chir.  Rev.,  October  1831.  It, 
dangerous  or  fatal,  it  oecomes  so  by  however,  escaped  the  vigilance  and 
the  degree  of  inflammation  in  the  industry  of  both  Dr.  C.  Johnson  and  Dr. 
natural  seat  of  the  disease,  or  by  Copland,  and  is  dismissed  with  a  slight 
that  inflammation  extending  or  being  allusion  by  Dr.  Roe,  because  chemical 
translated  to  other  parts."  Most  ad-  demonstration  was  wanting, 
vocates,  however,  of  the  inflamma-  Dr.  Blaud  considers  the  primary 
tory  ori^n  of  the  disease,  limit  the  in-  cause  of  the  disease  to  consist  in  an 
flammation  to  the  trachea  and  bronchi,  irritation,  not  an  inflammation,  of  the 
except  Dawson,  who  confines  its  first  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchi, 
seat  to  the  membrane  of  the  larvnx,  or  under  which  the  glands  and  fojliclesof 
strictly  speaking  to  that  of  the  glottis—  that  membrane  pour  forth  a  specific 
an  opinion,  by  tne  way,  not  widely  dif-  secretion  saturated  with  hydro  chlorate 
ferin^  from  that  of  Astruc,  who  of  old  of  soda,  the  irritation  of  which,  when  it 
.describes  it  as  "  an  inflammation  of  reaches  the  upper  part  of  the  trachea 
the  superior  part  of  the  larynx  and  and  larynx,  throws  the  muscles  of  the 
pharynx."  glottis  and  of  respiration  into  spasmodic 

3d.  That  which  views  the  complaint  action  for  its  expulsion,  in  a  manner 

as  at  first  inflammatory  and  afterwards  exactly  similar   to  any  foreign  body 

spasmodic.     This    opinion    has    been  which  accidentally  enters  the  larynx, 

principally  advocated    by  Desruelles,  From  this  theory  of  the  nature  and 

and  adopted  by  Dr.  C.  Johnson.    Des-  seat  of  the  disease  I  so  far  differ  as  to 

ruelles  makes  the  disease  consist  in  a  regard   the   primary  affection  of   the 

primary  inflammation  of  the  bronchi,  bronchial  membrane  as  inflammatoiy 

complicated  with  a  consecutive  cerebral  in  its  nature,  and  believe  that  it  will  be 

irritation,  which  by  its  influence  over  found  on  careful  observation  to  be  at- 

the  diaphragm  and  respiratory  muscles,  tended  by  more  or  less  fever  of  an 

•and  over  those  of  the  glottis  and  larynx,  analogous  character  to  that  which  at- 

changes  the  simple  cough  of  broncnitis  tends  contagious  catarrh  or  influenza; 

into  one  of  a  convulsive  character.  but  to  that  part  which  views  the  pie- 
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sence  of  a  saline  secretion  in  the  the  cough  acting  upon  tissues  previously 
trachea  as  the  proximate  cause  of  the  weakened  by  disease, 
convulsive  cough  which  ushers  in  the  Of  the  3d  class  I  have  only  to  ob- 
second  stage,  I  kive  my  unqualified  serve,  that  in  the  absence  of  cerebral  or 
assent  ;  because  I  believe  it  demon-  pulmonary  inflammation,  the  fever  of 
strably  true.  When,  however,  the  con-  the  third  stages  is  always  asthenic,  and 
vulsive  hooping  is  fully  established,  it  often  assumes  a  remittent  type  when 
very  commonly  happens  that  symptoms  the  cachexia  is  of  a  marasmic  character, 
which  mark  the  third,  or  what  may  be  The  evidences  of  the  truth  of  this 
appropriately  termed  the  complicated  theory,  upon  which  I  place  reliance, 
stage  arede  veloped,ancl  continue  to  mark  are — the  testimony  of  adults,  who  have 
thevaryingand  formidable  phasesof  the  been  attacked  by  the  disease,  to  the 
disease  which  mostly  attract  attention  unusual  and  excessively  saline  taste  of 
in  practice.  These  tertiary  phenomena  the  expectoration  so  long  as  the 
usually  manifest  themselves — 1st,  as  paroxysms  are  severe — tHe  resemblance 
special  lesions  of  the  nervous  and  mus-  of  the  expiratory  efforts  in  hooping- 
cular  systems ;  2dly,  as  special  lesions  cough  to  those  made  by  the  excito- 
of  the  respiratory  organs ;  or  3dly,  as  motory  system,  for  the  expulsion  of  a 
the  more  general  anections  of  fever  foreign  body  from  the  larynx  ;  the 
and  cachexia,  and  are  present  in  in-  very  adequate  explanation  it  affords, 
dividual  cases  in  every  conceivable  both  of  the  extraordinary  and  spas- 
variety  of  combination,  modic    muscular    actions    which    ac- 

The  1st  class  comprise — an  exalted  company  the  cough,  and  of  its  occur- 
sensibility,  and  morbidly  susceptible  rence  in  paroxisms  after  intervals  of 
state,  of  the  membrane  of  the  larynx,  uncertain  duration ;  and  lastly,  the  kej 
the  pharynx,  the  epiglottis,  under  which  it  furnishes  to  the  chaotic  host 
whicn  death  from  aspnyxia  may  sud-  of  apparently  opposite  remedies  that 
dcnly  occur — morbid  association  of  the  have  obtained  professional  or  popular 
action  of  the  muscles  of  glottis  and  reputation  in  its  treatment, 
respiration,  in  consequence  of  which  Of  these  remedies,  we  find  one  group 
the  cough  continues  from  mere  habit,  adapted  to  lessen  the  original  bronchial 
or  is  reproduced  by  the  most  trivial  ir-  affection,  and  favour  the  expulsion  of 
ritation  of  the  air  passages;  reflex  irri-  the  offending  mucus— as  emetics,  anti- 
tation,  often  passing  inio  inflammation  monials,  and  counter-irritants  applied 
of  the  nervous  centres  of  the  pneumo-  over  the  chest ;  another,  which  acts  by 
gastric  nerves,  involving  those  of  the  altering  the  quality  of  the  secretion,  as 
phrenic  nerves  also ;  and  finally,  these  the  alkaline  carbonates,  ammonia,  and 
reflex  affections  may  extend  to  the  the  sulphuret  of  potass,  so  strongly  re- 
whole  of  the  brain,  or  to  the  medulla  ob-  commended  by  Dr.  Bland  himself; 
longata  and  their  meninges,  and  prove  another,  by  exciting  a  new  action  in  the 
fatal  by  inducing  general  convulsions  bronchial  membrane;  and  constring- 
or  hydrocephalus.  All  these,  be  it  ob-  ing  the  vessels  put  a  stop  to  the  secre- 
served,  are  pathological  conditions  •f  tion  in  a  manner  perfectly  familiar  to 
the  nervous  system  which  have  been  so  the  physician  in  chronic  bronchitis, 
constantly  put  foward  in  high  relief  by  and  to  the  surgeon  in  purulent  ophthal- 
the  advocates  of  the  nervous  theory  as  mia — the  supercetate  of  lead,  alnm, 
proximate  causes  of  the  disease  itself.  common  resin,  T.  cantharides  in  Bals. 

The  2d  class  of  tertiary  phenomena  Copaibm,  tar  vapour,  and  even  the 
include  the  various  congestive  and  in-  inhalation  of  nitrous  yapour,  &c. 
fl.immatory  affections  that  result  from  Others,  again,  as  musk,  both  native 
the  mechanical  disturbance  of  respira-  and  artificial,  camphor,  arsenic,  co- 
tion  and  circulat.on,  and  the  extension  nium,  belladonna,  opium,  and  hydro- 
of  the  primary  bronchial  inflammation  cyanic  acid,  are  more  especially  adapted 
to  the  trachea,  larynx,  and  pharynx,  for  the  nervous  lesions ;  and  antiphlp- 
nnd  the  tissues  of  the  lungs  themselves,  gistic  measures,  meet  the  inflammatory 
Epistaxis,  heemoptysts,  and  fatal  em-  lesionsof  the  third  or  complicated  stage, 
physema  from  extensive  rupture  of  the  The  popular  remedies  are,  indeed, 
air-cells,  have  occurred  within  my  own  so  numerous,  that  one  is  strongly  re- 
experieuce,  and  have  apparently  re-  minded  of  the  custom  which  Mr.  Petti- 
suited  from  the  mechanical  violence  of  grew  informs  us,  in  his  late  interesting 
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work  "On  the  Superstitions  connected  hope  of  diverting  some  of  the  golden 

with  the  History  and  Practice  of  Medi-  funds  of  his  Pactolus  into  their  own 

cine  and  Surgery,"  p.  73,  is  common  in  muddy  streams.      True    to   this  aim, 

Devonshire  and  Cornwal],  and  some  there  runs  through  the  "/*  «e  report  of 

other  parts  of  England,  viz.  **  to  inquire  Graefenberg,"  a  current  of  inuendoes, 

of  any  one  riding  on  a  piebald  horse  of  hints,  some  slight,  some  broad,  but  all 

a  remedy  for  the  hooping-cough,  and  most  skilfullyiutroduced,  and  the  whole 

whatever  may  be  named  is  regarded  as  admirably  calculated  to  impress  John 

an  infallible  specific."  Bull  with  the  belief  that  he  will  do  well 

There  is  yet  wanting  to  complete  the  to  stay  at  home,  and  be  doused  by  na- 

whole  a  chemical  examination  of  the  tive  aquarii.     Hence,  we  are  told  the 
bronchial  secretion,  to  determine  the  '  process  is  of  British  origin  (p.  48),  and 

exact  nature  of  its  saline  constituents.  Priessnitz  is  openly  accused  of  borrow- 

From  this,  as  I  have  not  had  the  disease,  mg  his  plan  from  Dr.  Hulm,  (see  Ap- 

prudence  will  lead  me  to  refrain ;  but  pendiic  to  the  True  Report,  p.  155),  who 
1  shall  conclude   by  expressing   the,  oorrowedhis  notions  from  the  work  of 

hope  that  ere  long  it  will  be  instituted  Sir  John  Floyer   and   Dr.  Baynard; 

by  the  advanced  chemical  pupils  of  ar^«r/,  British  practitioners  should  know 

this  hospital,  under  the  auspices  of  the  best  how  to  employ  it.     And  who  can 

pre-eminently  qualified  author  of  the  wonder  that f/i«t>i/ereir/er/ writers  should 

article  **  Mucus,"  in  the  Cyclopedia  of  strive  to  keep  John  at  home,  when  told 

Anatomy  and  Physiology;  the  scientific  that  Priessnitz,  who  is  at  times  called 

physician   who  so   worthily   fills    the  the  "inspired  peasant";  at  others  "the 

chair  of  the  Society  on  the  present  philosopher,"  (p.  V22)  while  at  others 

occasion.  he  is  d.bignated  by  no  gentle  terms, 

— has  accumulated  what  our  contempo- 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  rary,  the  British  and  Foreign  Medical 

Review,  cills  "  solid  pudding"  to  the 

«  L'auteur  se  tiie  Ji  allon^er  ce  que  le  lecteur  se  amount  of  £50,000,  or  as  Dr.  Graham 

tue&abr<$ser."-D*ALKMBBBT.  affirms,   £100,000  (p.  44.)     Thus  we 

have  the  following :  "  Those  who  are 

Gratffe' bergs  or  a  True  Report  of  the  desirous  of  experiencing  ii  will  do  well 
Water  Cure  :  with  an  Account  of  its  to  seek  out  some  establishment  near  at 
Antiquity  By  Henry  Hay  Graham,  home,  rather  than  undertake  a  long 
M.D.  London,  1844.  journey,  and  submit  to  all  the  priva- 
*•  The  combat  thickens !"  The  desire-  tions  and  inconveniences  of  Graefen- 
to  obtain  possession  of  the  ear  of  crcdu-  berg"  (p.  36.)  This  shows  a  nice  ac- 
lous  John  Bull,  with  a  view  to  get  hold  quaintance  with  John  Bull's  weak 
of  his  person,  and  wring  out  of  his  points;  he  loves  cow/orf,  and  does  not 
purse  some  of  his  superfluous  gold,  like  to  submit  to  privations,  especially 
prompts  those  who  stuay  his  varying  in  his  accustomed  good  cheer.  Fol- 
humours  to  present  him  with  nume-  lowing  up  this  ingenious  plan  of  giving 
rous  treatises  on  each  of  his  successive  John  praise,  we  have,  at  page  42,  a 
hobbies  every  winter,  pretending  to  be  most  enchanting  picture  of  the  com- 
the  sole  proprietor  of  the  "arcanum  pany,  menage,  and  diet,  at  Graefenberg. 
magnum."  For  our  own  parts,  we  de-  "  The  food  at  Graefenberg  [these  italics 
cidedly  like  this  system,  and  are  much  are  in  the  original,  and  well  do  they 
edified  when  "partners''  fall  out,  and  intimate  how  the  statement  is  expected 
each  publishes  his  separate  manifesto,  to  tell  on  John's  gustatory  nerves]  is 
representing  his  former  **  partner  in  abundant,  but  of  tlie  worst  and  coarsest 
distress"  as  an  arch  impostor.  In  this  quality,  such  as  would  be  scarcely  tole- 
way  we  get  some  of  the  •*  secrets  of  the  rated  in  our  workhouses.  Sour  rye- 
prison-house."  In  one  point  they  all  bread  with  carraway-seeds ;  cow-bccf, 
«igree,  viz.  in  speaking  disrespectfully  with  scarcely  a  particle  of  fat."  Read 
of  Priessnitz,  and  indulging  in  every  this,  John  !  and  stay  at  home, 
kind  of  insinuation  against  him  and  his  Lest  this  should  not  be  sufficient  to 
^establishment ;  not  with  the  humane  dissuade  John  from  attempting  the 
intention  of  warning  their  fellow  crea-  "  dangers  of  the  sea,"  it  is  followed  by 
tures  against  the  risk  of  falling  victims  a  statement  that  scarcely  one  case  out 
to  their  credulity,  but  with  the  buidid  o{  twenty  \s  cxiv^d.    Still  "  hope  springs 
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eternar'  in  the  sick  man's  breast;,  adventurously  essayed  *' the  water-treal- 
and  each  one  calculates  on  being  the  ment"  for  the  gout,  and  having  "  es- 
fortunate  twentieth,  who  is  to  be  the  capcd  with  the  skin  of  his  teeth,"  nar- 
object  of  envy  to  the  nineteen  uncured.  rates  his  case  for  the  warning  of  Hm 
Therefore,  twenty  will  go.  This  must  country- men,  like  those  who  escaped 
not  be,  so  we  are  next  told  that  three  shipwreck,  who  suspended  their  drip> 
or  four  years  are  required  for  the  cure,  pin^  garments  in  the  temple  of  Neptune, 
(pp.  22  and  40).    **  Four  summers,  with  indic«t  invidA 

the  length    of   four  long  winters"  at  SuipendJise  potenti 

Graefenlierg  !     But  he  adds,   signifi-  Vestimenta  maris  Deo, 

cantly,  "  a  very  few  try  a  second  win-  »•  «.  the  demi-god  Priessnitz,  (p.  141.) 
ter,"  (p.  41).  Nor  is  the  company  of  A  careful  perusal  of  the  whole  of  Dr. 
the  choicest  description.  "Twb-thirds  Graham's  book  leaves  on  our  minds 
of  his  patients  are  said  to  be  syphilitic,"  the  impression  that,  like  a  young  bar- 
(p.  59),  chiefly  young  men,  who  sur-  rister,  eager  to  gain  his  end,  he  cites 
round  new  comers,  and  recount  to  them  witnesses  who  prove  '*  too  much,"  con- 
the  "miracles"  that  Priessnitz  had  per-  vincing  us  not  only  of  the  danger  of 
formed — **  for  a  consideration."  "  These  putting  ourselves  into  the  hands  of  the 
gentlemen  [italics  in  the  original]  were  "  illiterate  peasant  of  Graefenberg,"  but 
much  in  debt  for  board  and  lodging,  of  the  danger  of  the  treatment  called 
and  were  clearing  off  their  score  oy  a  '*  hydropatnie,"  in  nearly  all  cases, 
system  of 'puffing,'"  (pp.  11  and  141).  This  was  not  the  object  aimed  at,  as 
All  this  may  be  insufficient  to  deter  re-  ni^y  be  gathered  from  the  conclusion : 
solute  John  Bull;  there  is  another  hope  "In  the  hands  of  Priessnitz  and  bis 
of  doing  this  by  working  on  his  "  better  followers,  it  has  become  a  quack  medi- 
halfs"  feelings  of  modesty.  In  a  fatal  cine— an  universal  nostrum — and,  like 
case  of  an  English  young  lady,  who  every  other  remedy  indiscriminately 
went  thither  in  perfect  health,  Miss  used,  is  frequently  as  productive  of  in- 
S.  S.,  and  who  fell  a  victim  to  her  folly,  jury  as  of  benefit.  Used  in  moderation, 
Priessnitz  excused  himself  from  being  ana  judiciously  combined  with  other 
answerable  for  her  death,  by  saying  :  remedies,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but 
"  It  was  his  practice  to  judge  of  the  the  greatest  advantage  would  be  de- 
inside  by  the  skin,  (his  most  appro-  rived,  especially  when  united  with  the 
priate  motto  might  be,  Te  novi  intus,  et    occupation  and  amusement  of  a  large 

inente),  but  that  he  was  restricted  in    establishment,"  such  as  that  of : 

his  observations  in  her  case,  and  there-  our  readers  can  fill  up  this  hiatus, 
fore  could  not  tell  what  was  ^ing  on  Note. — We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Gra- 
within-side."  He  then  mimmicked  the  ^lam  for  the  confirmation  of  a  suspicion 
tone  of  her  voice,  and  her  retiring  mo-  which  we  entertained  and  expressed 
desty,  when  he  once  attempted  to  re-  when  reviewing  (see  Medical  Gazette, 
move  her  bathing  dress.  He  after-  last  vol.  p.  198)  the  '*  Hand-Book  of 
wards  ridiculed  the  English  ladies  for  Hydropathy"  ofa  self-styled  Dr. Weiss, 
using  bathing-dresses  at  all,  so  different  Our  point  of  interrogation  after  his  title 
from  the  custom  of  his  own  country-  of  Dr.  (?)  was  quite  appropriate.  Dr. 
women.  And  all  this  was  said  and  Graham  can  bear  no  rival  near  the 
done  with  a  sort  of  acting  or  imitating  purse  of  John  Bull,  and  says  "buch  are 
their  manners,  highly  amusing  to  his  the  men  who  generally  pretend  to  con- 
hearers,  who  burst  out  with  repeated  summate  skill  in  the  use  of  this  their 
shouts  of  laughter,"  Natural  enough  infallible  remedy,  and  who,  with  the 
on  the  part  of  an  audience  two-thirds  veterinary  Weiss,  the  nephew  of  Priess- 
of  which  wore  the  "  corona  veneris."  nitz,  (one  of  the  common  bath  atten- 
Well  may  Dr.  Graham  add,  '*  Such  is  dants  at  Graefenberg),  and  a  host  of 
the  great,  the  immortal  Priessnitz !  other  Germans,  inundate  this  country, 
Proh  pudor!"  Cp.  55.)  and  not  unfrequentlv  assume  the  titles 

Should  all  this  fail,  there  remains    of  surgeons  and  graduated  physicians," 
the  decisive  "corps  de  reserve;"   the    (p-  14.) 

fatal  and  nearly  fatal  cases  :  of  the  Since  we  are  on  the  subject  of  Ger- 
former,  the  case  of  Miss  S.  S.  is*made  Quin  humbugs,  we  may  remark  that 
a  great  deal  of,  being  well  haroed  upon  more  than  one  writer  on  hydropathy 
throughout  the  book,  and  of  tne  latter,  has  adduced  Liebig  as  favourable  to 
the  case  of  Dr.  Graham  himself,  who    that  plan.    We  give  them,  therefore, 


THE  NORTHERN  COLLEGES  AND  THE  MEDICAL  BILL.  201 

the  advantage  of  his  indignant  dis-  never  answers  the  end.    The  subject 

claimer.  must  not  be  abstract,  but  practical; 

"  The  existence  of  hydropathic  insti-  ^   ^  yesterday,  but  of  to^ay ;  not  of 

tutions— those  dens  of  covetous  and  ra-  ,,     ,,  jf                  ^  >      ^      tC  ..    i. 

nacious  gamblers— where  the  wretched  ^^^  *  Pyrenean  and  the  nver  Po,"  when 

invalid  resorts  to  throw  the  dice  for  the  reader  anticipates  the  Home  Office, 

health  and  life }  the  rise  and  progress  Pali-Mall  East,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 

of  the    homoeopathic  system,  which  ^^  Bridge  Street,  Blackfriars,  as  the 

treats  truth  with  scorn,  and  bids  den-  _,             ^            '       ^.           .'      , 

ance  to  common  sense,  loudly  proclaim  ^^°^^'    ^^  "«  sometimes  at  a  loss 

the  need  which  exists  for  the  adoption  for  a  text,  we  say;  in  these  stirring 

of  settled  principles,  definite  methods  times  we  have  a  dozen  starting  up  be- 

of  research,  and  a  systematic  arrange-  f^^  ^    g^ch  more  urgent  than   the 

ment,  to  (guarantee  their  attainment  and  .u      r         *•          o           #  *u 

retention  (in  the  practice  of  medicine)."  other  for  notice.     Some  of  the  most 

— Liebig,  in  Lancet,  of  29th  of  June,  interesting  we  are   almost  fearful  of 

1844.    Also,  in  Medical  Gazbttb,  of  meddling  with,  however :  we  would  not 

^iil  ^^^y*  *®^"  ^'  .          .         V,  willingly  give  umbrage  to  any  indivi- 

The  homGeopathists  court  more  blows :  j     i                *i.                 j.^.       •  u  j 

not  content  with  Dr.  Wood's  exposure,  ^"^  *"J^"ff  *^«  «°*"y  distinguished 

they  have  dared  him  (but  from  behind  ™en   who   have    been    our    hitherto 

the  ambush  of  a  careful  ittcopnito),  in  friends  and  supporters ;  but  intimately 

sundry  pamphlets,  displaying  convinced    that   these    our   esteemed 

A»d  .11  ilL't^agi^'S'iiSS^-  ^™°^  ^  wrong,-.they  will  pardon  us 

to  administer  a  little  more  chastisement  ^or  being  so  bold,— and  feeling  ourself 

to  them,  in  the  form  of  a  Sequel  to  with  one  of  "  the  prime  feathers  in  the 

Hommpathy  Unmasked,  which  is  well  ^„g  that  moves  the  world,"  as  our  elo- 

rASeTwol^whL^^^^^^^  quentfriendDr.Marxh«it.inoarh.nd. 

dying  embers  of  homoeopathy.  with  the  very  tablets  before  us,  too,  upon 

•  which  the  laws  that  rule  the  world  arc 

MtiUil^ALi  UAZ-Jlil  lUi.  and  truthfulness  do  our  best  to  leave 

Fridaif,  November  8, 1844.  traces  there  of  what  we  feel  mentally 

persuaded  to  be  the  right  and  the  true, 

"licet omnibnt,  Ucet  etiam  mlhi,  difn>iutem  ^^  worthy  as  such  of  influencing  the 

Artis  Mediae  taeri;  potestat  modo  veniendi  in  code  that  is  to  govem  the  claSS  in  SO- 

publicum  .it.  diceudipericulum  non  reci««/'^^  ^^^y  ^^  ^l^.^j^  q^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

choice  hath  made  us  a  humble  mem- 

THE  RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  ROYAL  ber  P    We  appeal  to  our  motto  as  giv- 
COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS,  AND  ing  us  a  claim  to  perfect  freedom  in  the 
REPORT   OF   THE  ROYAL  COL-  discussion  of  the  questions  that  agitate 
LEGE  OF  SURGEONS  OF  EDIN-  the  medical  profession  at  this  really 
BURGH,  ON  THE  MEDICAL  BILL,  momentous  crisis:   "Licet  omnibus," 
We  are  sometimes  rather  at  a  loss  for  &c.    *'  Be  it  allowed  to  all,  be  it  allowed 
a  text   to  dilate   upon  in  these  our  also  to  me,  to  uphold  the  honour  of  the 
weekly  lucubrations.   In  ordinary  times  medical  profession ;  with  power  to  come 
it  is  not  even  once  a  week,  and  at  the  before  the  public,  I  decline  not  the 
exact  interval  from  Thursday  afternoon,  danger  of  speaking  my  thoughts." 
that  aught  of  peculiar  interest  in  the  The  Rbsolutions  of  the  Royal  Col- 
ethics  or  politics  of  the  medical  profes-  l3g«  of  Physicians,  and  the  Report  of 
ston  regularly  occurs ;  and  to  sit  down  tl^e  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edin- 
with  the  purpose  of  writing  an  abstract  burgh*,  are  probably  the  documents  of 
essay  upon  even  the  most  important  topic  *  Vide  iaat  wcek'i  Gaxcttc.  ~ 
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highest  weight  that  lie  before  tis,  and  greatest  satisfaction  that  the  grievous 

that  therefore  crave  earliest  attention,  impediments   to   the    practice  of  the 

Both  of  the  Northern  Royal  Colleges  healing  art,  arising  from  the  faulty 
are  even  urgent  in  their  approbation  of  state  of  the  laws  affecting  the  medical 
the  measure  as  produced  by  Sir  James  profession,  of  which  the  College  have 
Graham.  But  they  take  *'  The  Bill"  so  long  unavailingly  complained,  have 
apart  from  what  we  cannot  but  regard  engaged  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
as  its  inseparable  appendix,  the  New  advisers;  and  that  a  legislative  remedy. 
Charter  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  proposed  by  them,  has  been  read  a  first 
geons,  and  thereby  make  nugatory  time  in  Parliament." 
much,  or  almost  all,  that  can  be  said  The  satisfaction  of  the  Physicians  is 
in  its  favour.  Our  brethren  north  of  simple :  the  College  of  Physicians  of 
the  Tweed  can  form  no  estimate  of  the  Edinburgh,  if  not  a  rich,  are  still  a 
way  in  which  the  profession  south  of  solvent  body,  and  they  are  not  so  loud 
that  stream  are  likely  to  be  affected,  in  their  approbation  as  their  brothers 
are  already  affected,  by  it.  The  dis-  the  Surgeons ;  they  have  gone  the  evea 
tinction  into  two  classes  of  members  in  tenor  of  their  way,  never  cHmbing 
the  College  of  Physicians,  proved  the  great  heights,  and  therefore  running 
cause  of  bickerings  and  heartburnings  no  risk  of  suffering  great  falls.  The 
for  something  like  a  century  or  more ;  Surgeons  of  the  North,  like  the  Sur- 
and  the  unhappy  idea  of  introducing  geons  of  the  South,  are  on  the  whole  a 
the  same  apple  of  discord  into  the  more  dashing  and  ambitions  set  of  men 
College  of  Surgeons  has  taken  posses-  than  the  Doctors ;  they  come  more  be- 
ssion  of  the  minds  of  the  instigators  of  fore  the  public ;  their  operations  dazzle 
Sir  James  Graham^s  Medical  Bill.  Nine-  the  eye  and  the  imagination  ;  the  opera- 
tenths,  nineteen-twentieths  of  all  that  tion  of  the  physician's  dose  of  jalap  goes 
is  most  confided  in  and  respected  in  all  the  world  knows  where,  and  has 
the  medical  profession  of  England,  is  at  nothing  brilliant  about  it.  With  an  un- 
this  moment  cut  off  from  its  connection  usually  prosperous  state  of  affairs  some 
with  any  legitimate  or  possible  head,  years  after  the  late  war,  the  Edinburgh 
or,  we  ought  rather  to  say,  place  of  College  of  Surgeons  became  ashamed  of 
shelter  for  its  head ;  for  the  brains  are  their  dingy  domain  in  Surgeons'  Square, 
in,  and  active  enough ;  and  though  it  and  built  themselves  a  magnificent 
were  the  head  from  which  the  body  of  temple  fronting  one  of  the  principal 
the  profession  was  actually  severed,  thoroughfares  of  the  city ;  they  took 
we  do  not  remember,  when  we  saw  a  up  a  still  more  conspicuous  position 
nian  guillotined  in  the  Place  de  GrSve  than  they  had  yet  held.  But  stone 
in  the  days  of  our  youth,  that  the  head  and  lime,  or  bricks  and  mortar  as  we 
did  much  better  without  the  body  than  say  in  the  south,  are  costly  articles ; 
the  body  did  without  the  head ;— it  was  the  College  contracted  a  large  debt  for 
a  wuful  disjunction  to  both.  its  new  buildfng,  and  the  necessity  of 

Returning  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  obeying  the  behests  of  the  Apothecaries' 

Edinburgh  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Act  of  1815  being  more  forcibly  borne 

Surgeons;— the  Physicians  testify  their  in   upon  the  minds   of  students,  and 

satisfaction  that  the  bill  for  the  better  other  circumstances    concurring,    the 

regulation  of  medical  education  and  number  of  students  at  Edinburgh  began 

practice,  so  long  expected,  has  at  length  to  fell  off;  the  examinations  at  Sur- 

been  laid  before  the  House  of  Com-  geons'  Hall  fell  off  in  a  still  greater 

mons;  the  Surgeons  "observe  with  the  measure,  and  at  the  present  time  the 
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College  IB  literally  bankrupt,  and  have  will  create  bachelors  of  medicine  at  22, 
actually,  we  believe,  had  a  proposal  upon  which  they  may  register  as  au- 
made  to  them  by  one  of  their  leading  thorized  practitioners,  preparatory  to 
members  to  sell  their  museum  in  order  going  to  a  College  of  Surgeons  or  a 
to  find  ways  and  means  to  meet  cur-  College  of  Physicians,  according  to 
rent  expenses.  The  "  grievous  impe-  their  bent,  at  the  respective  ages  of  25 
diments  to  the  practice  of  the  healing  and  26.  And  how  can  uniformity  of 
art,*"  of  which  they  speak,  being  inter-  education  and  qualification  be  vindi- 
preted,  means  nothing  more  than  this ;  cated  for  a  measure  that  leaves  the 
that  the  Apothecaries'  Company  kept  profession  open  to  every  chemist  and 
the  sword  of  the  law  suspended  over  druggist's  boy  who  has  neither  educa- 
the  heads  of  all  the  men  settled  in  tion  or  qualification  P 
England  who  held  the  diploma  of  the  The  principles  above  specified  — 
Royal  College  of  Surgeonsof  Edinburgh,  which  we  have  shewn  to  be  in  nubibus, 
Kay,  we  rather  think  it  let  the  weapon  or  in  the  imaginations  of  the  authors 
fall  upon  more  than  one  occasion,  of  the  Resolutions — carried  fully  into 
The  abrogation  of  the  Apothecaries'  efiect,  the  Physicians  go  on  to  say, 
Act  is  what  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  would  confer  a  great  benefit  on  the 
geonsofEdinburgharebenton.  With  profession  and  the  public,  &c.  The 
uniformity  of  privileges,  the  diploma  profession,  from  the  extreme  north  to 
obtained  in  Edinburgh,  giving  autho-  the  farthest  south,  from  the  utmost 
rity  to  practise  in  Liverpool  and  Man-  east  to  the  remotest  west  of  this  division 
Chester,  in  Carlisle  and  Truro,  the  of  the  empire,  have  emphatically  de- 
Edinborgh  College  naturally  expect  clared  that  they  do  not  think  it  wiU  ; 
that  they  will  be  able  to  recruit  their  and  how  the  publie  are  to  be  better 
exhausted  exchequer,  and  perhaps  find  served  than  they  are,  when  the  pro- 
themselves  in  a  position  to  keep  the  fession  shall  be  open  for  every  cow- 
roof  in  Nicholson  Street  over  their  leech  and  farrier,  every  collector  of 
heads,  and  even  to  retain  the  museum  simples  and  compounder  of  drugs,  to 
which  cost  them  so  much  money.  We  pr<  ctise  upon  their  weakness  and  their 
have  already  explained  several  portions  ignorance,  we  own  .we  do  not  under- 
of  "  the  Bill,"   and  its  appendix,  the  stand. 

London  College  Charter;  we  are  happy  The  College  of  Physicians  of  Edin« 

to  supply  our  readers  with  an  explana-  burgh  proceed,  and  think  "  that  in  pro- 

tion  of  the  diversity  of  tone  assumed  viding  the  public  with  a  supply  of  fully 

by  the  two  Royal  Colleges  situated  in  qualified  practitioners,  government  do 

the  capital  of  the  north.  all  that  can  be  attempted  by  legislative 

The  College  of  Physicians  and  Col-  enactment :"    government    leave    the 

lege  of  Surgeons  alike  felicitate  them-  ignorant  public,  we  again  say,  to  the 

selves  in  the  knowledge  that  the  two  mercy  of  chemists  and  druggists,  who 

grand  principles  for  which  they  have  have  no  knowledge  of  physiology  or 

both  long  contended,  viz.  uniformity  of  pathology,  or  practice  of  medicine.    The 

education  and  qualification,  are  those  Edinburgh  College  know  nothing  of  the 

that  form  the  grand  principles  of  the  state  of  ignorance  in  which  the  vulgar 

legislative  measure.    We  have  shown  of   this  division  of    the   empire    are 

most  clearly  that  there  is  no  provision  plunged  in  regard  to  medicine.    The 

for  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  the  bill,  chemist's  and  druggist's  shop  is  univer- 

The  licentiate  in  medicine  and  surgery  sally  the  "  Doctor's  shop,"  and  nine  in 

is  admissible  at  21;  the  Universities  tenofallthelabouring  community  do  not 
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know  that  the  mnn  behind  the  counter  ble  matter ;  the  position  of  the  authors 

who  orders  medicines  for  the  ailments  of  the  Resohitions  and  Report,  how- 

of  themselves  or  their  children,  when  ever,  made  it  imperative  on  us  to  go  at 

he  is  dishonest  enough  to  do  so,  which  least  thus  far  this  time,  into  a  review 

he  is  nineteen  times  in  twenty,  is  as  of  their  conclusions.    We  presume  we 

ignorant  as  they  are  themselves,  in  re-  must  have  a  very  considerable  strand 

gard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  for  of  what  Bums  called  "  the  stalk  of 

which  he  is  prescribing,  and  the  fitness  carl*hemp  in  man"  in  our  constitution : 

of  the  remedy  which  he  has  the  bold-  we  are  not  one  of  those  whom  Cataline 

ness  to  administer.    They  have  now  charged    with  being   "  in  servitutem 

few  or  no  chemists  and  druggists  in  parati,"  fit  for  slavery ;  and  we  cannot 

Scotland,  of  the  class  and  stamp  of  conceive  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians 

those  we  have  in  England ;  the  pro-  and  Surgeons,  and  by  implication  and 

fession  there  is  on  a  totally  different  of  necessity  the  Medical  Faculties  of 

footing  from  what  it  is  in  this  country,  the  Universities  of  the  land, — those  ag- 

The  College  of  Surgeons  highly  ap-  gregates  surely  of  all  that  is  most  in- 

prove  of  the  registration,  as  giving  the  tellectual,  most  learned,  most  fitted  to 

public  the  advantage  of  knowing  what  exercise    self-government,   one  would 

practitioners  are  qualified.    The  vast  imagine, — turned  into  sulhcommiiteeif 

mass  of  the  public  will  never  appeal  to  without  the  power  to  control  their  own 

the  registration  for  any  information  of  acts  or  to  make  their  will  prevail,  su- 

the  kind ;  they  will  still  apply  to  the  pervised  by  others,  having  a  supreme 

"  Doctor's  shop"  that  is  nearest  them —  council  set  over  them  to  review  their 

to  the  *'  healer,"  as  they  will  believe  measures,  the  judges  of  their  conduct 

him  to  be,  who  stands  behind    the  being  a  Secretary  of  State  and  a  majo- 

counter,  and  has  the  gas-lit  window  rity  of  non-professional  persons,  like 

with  the  red  and  blue  bottles,  without  himself  utterly  and  necessarily  igno- 

a  notion  of  the  risk  they  run  of  being  rant    of    every    thing    appertaining 

helped  out  of  their  life  instead  of  out  of  to   medical   science    and   practice, — 

their  disease,  as   they  intended.     If  irtpi  w&rra  niv  *Ek*v$*pla^,  is  our  motto. 

government  persists  in  giving  the  dis-  

gracefully  ignorant  community  of  Eng-       We  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fol- 

land,  the  Bill  for  the  Better  (Qu.  the  lowing  letter,    which    we   have  just 

worse)  Regulation  ofMedical  Education  received  :— 

and  Practice,  let  it  begin  by  teaching        To  the  Editor  qftke  Medical  Gazette. 

them  letters,  that  they  may  be  able  to  Sir, 

refer  to  the  register,  lest  they  get  poi-  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  inform 

soned  through  inability  to  do  so.    The  ™e  what  is  to  become  of  myself,  and 

•  •»    1      J  •        -*  1       *  !,„«  V— «  othermembersof  the  College  who,  like 

spiritual  and  immortal  part  has  been  ^^^^^^  y^^^^  y^^  S     .^  ^^^^ 

that  for  the  improvement  of  which  tice  as  pure  surgeons,  and  have  no  in- 
elementary  education  has  hitherto  been  clination  to  go  up  again  for  examina- 
most  urgently  pressed  and  wilUngly  ?5>°»   althourfi  tempted  by  the  histh 

granted;    the    corporeal  and   mortal  J'ii^f ^^f  nLf^i^^^     ^'^   ?,      ^' 

f.       ,'  ,,,...  ,  though  not  quite,  equal  to  gentlemen 

being  about  to  be  brought  into  jeopardy  twenty  years  younger  than  ourselves, 

in  addition,  by  the  new  Medical  Bill,  for  the  small  sum  of  thirty  guineas? 

ought  surely  to  be  urged  as  a  motive  ^J  '^  ^l^ar  from  the  wording  of  the 

the  more  for  eduouing  the  people  t:^^}^l:Xli7L^&Js 

But  we  have  transgressed  our  wonted  ^m    Are  we,  then,  to  put  our  diplo- 

limits,  to  the  exclusion  of  more  valua-  mas  in  our  pockets,  and  turn  quacks ; 
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or  must  we  take  to  the  wine  and  coal    room  of  the  late  Sir  Henry  Halford.    Dr. 

Your  obedient  servant,  pl»ce  of  Sir  Charles  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Hun- 

Q  ter,  of  Mincing  Lane,  Acting  Treasurer,  in 

November  5, 1M4.  the  room  of  Mr.  Bacot,  who  resigned.     In 

'  place  of  the  sU  senior  Directors,  who  re- 

We  should  gladly  give  our  corre-  ^^^  j^  rotation,  the  foUowing  gentiemen 

spondent  the  information  he  requires,  were  chosen  ss   Directors ; — Drs.  S.  W. 

but  regret  extremely  that  we  cannot.    J?!™"" '"^^^^^^f  5^!^^^^      ^^"• 

,,T    .      ^  i_  .1^  .A.       1  uu     Bacot,  Walne,  Miles,  and  Headland. 

We  trust,  however,  that  he,  along  with        j^j^^^  ^^^^  was  expressed  at  the  Widows 

every  other  worthy   member  of    the    and  Orphans  lately  relieved  having  received 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  will  obtoin    smaUer  annuia  grants  than  t*>o8e  previously 

•4  A'      *i         J         1         r-«L  *\.^  n^^^r.      on  **>«  ii^*  ^«*  i*  ^^  shewn,  that  after  giv- 
it  directly  and  ere  long  from  the  Coun-    .^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^1^  consideration, 

cil  of  that  Corporation,  and  that  it  wiU  the  Court  of  Directors  did  not  feel  war- 

be  such  as  will  prove  satisfactory  to  all.  ranted,  by  the  state  of  the  funds,  in  making 

*   ^_^  larger  grants  at  preaent ;  for,  although  the 

capital  continues  to  increase  every  year,  the 

Our  sense  of  justice  has  been  ap-  Qiunber  of  applicants  increases  still  more 

pealed  to  by  Dr.  Chambers,  of  Col-  rapidly. 

Chester,  in  connection  with  the  .trie  J^  ^'^ 'S:^^^  ^  N.^M 

tures  we  made  on  the  discordant  tenor  jy^^^  amounts  to  £42,000,  and  yields  an 

of  the  observations  that  were  made  by  income  of  ^1550.    33  widows,  and  23  chil- 

the  speakers,  and  the  purport  of  the    ^"'i' 5°'' 5^^^*,  '[f^^^iTJ^'J^Zf^ 

,  *^.  ,  J      *.    *u       or  £30,  and  the  latter  ;tl2  or  £9  per  an- 

resolutions  that  were   passed  at   the    ^^^     it  ia  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  this 

meeting  held  in  that  town.  Society  may  receive  from  the  heads  of  the 

Dr.  C.  informs  us  that  he  was  over-  profession  such  universal  support,  that  it 

,   -  .    ^,  ^. r  *u«  .^.^1.,  may  continue  to  confer  on  the  widows  and 

ruled  m  the  preparation  of  the  resolu-  ^^^^  ^^  ^y^  ^^  affluent,  those  valuable 

tions,  which  were  not  such  as  he  ap-  benefiu,  which,  for  fifty   years,  it  haa  so 

proved  of,  and  that  he  and  several  of  efflcienay  afforded. 

his  firiends  did  not  speak    pointedly  pnysiCAL   SOCIETY    OF   GUY'S 

against  them,  only  that  the  harmony  of  HOSPITAL, 

the   meeting  might  not  be  disturbed.  p   ^   ^   ^^^^   ^^^  \^  ^  C^^ir. 

We  meant  nothing  either  personal  or  ^^  ^^  ^^^ 

disrespectful  to  Dr.  C.  in  our  remarks,  * — 1 

and  here  publicly  express  our  regret  This  Society  was  occupied  in  hearing  and 

f           '            'J    1.     ij  iT  discussins:  the  views  on  the  nature  and  seat 

that  a  single  word  we  said  should  have  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  originaUy  propounded  by 

caused  him  annoyance.     Want  of  space  ]^.  Blaud,  and  maintained  by  Mr.  Streeter, 

alone  prevente  us  from  publishing  his  in  the  paper  which  appears  in  an  earlier  part 

,  *^  of  our  current  number.    These  views  were 

*c"^''-  opposed  by  Dr.  Golding  Burd,   Dr.   Gull, 

~  Dr.  Munk,  and  Dr.  Barlow,  and  supported 

SOCIETY  Foa  RELIEF  of  WIDOWS  by  Mr.  Blenkame,  and  the  author  of  the 

AND  ORPHANS  OF  MEDICAL  MEN  paper.     In  the  absence  of  chemical  demon- 

,n  IX)NDON  X.0  «  VICINITY.  '^o"^  ^Jttn'Z  ^o^^.  "^ 
A  HALF-YEARLY  General  Court  of  the  taste  brought  forward  to  prove  the  ex- 
Members  of  this  Society  was  held  last  Wed-  iatence  of  a  saline  secretion,  and  supported 
nesday  evening,  at  the  Gray's  Inn  Coffee  the  theory  of  Desruelles,  which  views  the 
House,  Holborn,  and  was  very  numerously  disease  aa  at  first  inflammatory,  and  after- 
attended  :  Dr.  Mann  Burrows,  V.  P.,  in  wards  spasmodic,  by  a  reference  to  its  pa- 
tbe  chair.  thology  and  symptoms.     He  contended  that 

After  the  Minutes  of  the  last  General  alkalies  are  serviceable,  by  rendering  the 

Court,  and  of  the  subsequent  Court  of  Di-  mucus  more  soluble  and  easy  of  expectora- 

rectors,  bad  been  read,  a  ballot  took  place  tion,   and  not    by   changing  its  irritating 

for  the  election  of  officers.  Sir  Charles  Mans-  quality.    Dr.  Munk  and  Dr.  Barlow  be- 

fleM  Clarke,  Bart.,  the  senior  Vice-President,  lieved  the  true  proximate  cause  of  the  dis- 

was  unanimously  elected  President,  in  the  ease  to  be  a  contagious  miasm  ;  the  former 
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conrideredit  a  true  blood  disease,  and  the  H^e  of  candidate  medieifMB ;  to  thii  ezami- 

Saroxyam  aa  essentiaUy  referribie  to  spasm,  nation  also  belongs  what  is  called  the  dispU' 

fr.  Blenkarne  thought  the  views  advanced  tatio  pro  eserciiio,  a  Latin  thesis,  generally 

worthy  of  great  consideration,  as  they  af-  upon  a  chemical  subject,  being  sustained, 

forded   something  like  intelligible  grounds  the  candidate  having  his  professor  as  respon- 

for  the  employment  of  remedies.    Questions  dent. 

were  also  put  by  Mr.  Hilton  and  Dr.  Upon  these  elementary  medical  stadtes, 
Hughes  in  reference  to  pathological  details,  follow  the  practical  courses,  comprising  ten 
and  the  supposed  gastric  origin  of  the  dis-  months'  attendance  upon  the  hospital,  and 
ease.  Mr.  Gaitskell  strongly  recommended  two  months'  attendance  upon  the  lying-in 
prussic  acid  aa  a  remedy.  Mr.  Streeter  in  institution,  in  which  the  candidate  is  either 
reply  conceded  that  in  strict  language  miasm  accommodated  as  a  lodger  within  the  hospt- 
must  be  re^rded  as  the  proximate  cause  of  tal,  or  shews  himself  daily  at  the  visit.  He 
the  bronchial  affection,  but  defended  the  ac-  is  in  this  period  of  his  study  required  to 
curacy  of  the  views  he  had  introduced  to  the  look  after  the  sick,  to  keep  the  books  of  the 
society.  He  believed  the  evidence  of  taste  was  cases,  to  do  minor  surgical  offices,  and  to 
perfectly  adequate  to  ectabUsh  the  existence  of  watch  by  patients  who  are  more  seriously  ill. 
an  excess  of  saline  matter  in  the  mucus,  and  At  the  end  of  this  year  he  is  examined  as 
that  this  was  the  true  exciting  cause  of  the  medicina  licentiatutf  being  taken  upon  the- 
paroxysms,  and  of  that  morbidly  susceptible  rapeutics,  practical  surgery,  including  mid- 
state  of  the  membrane  of  the  larynx,  which,  wifery  and  medical  jurisprudence  (subjects  in 
by  reflex  irritation  conveyed  to  the  nervous  the  study  of  which  he  has  lately  been  parti- 
centres,  produced  the  nervous  lesions  to  cularly  engaged),  after  which  he  receives  his 
which  most  writers  had  attributed  the  spas-  license  to  practise.  He  now  maintains  his 
modic  stage.  He  also  explained  the  gastric  dUputatio  doctorit,  and  is  advanced  to  the 
disturbance  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Hughes,  by  degree  of  doctor  in  medicine  without  further 
the  same  cause,  and  added  some  pathological  examination. 

details.  The  customary  thanks  of  the  so-  The  school  at  Stockholm  does  not  grant 
ciety  were  voted  to  the  author,  and  a  paper  degrees  in  medicine,  having  no  authority  so 
"  0^  the  Depuration  of  the  Blood,  by  Dr.  to  do.  The  creation  of  docton  in  medicine 
Barlow,"  announced  from  the  chair,  for  that  always  takes  place  in  batches  of  twenty  or 
day  fortnight.  thirty,  and  is  made  the  occasion  of  a  great 
; fiestival. 

COURSE  OF  MEDICAL  STUDY  IN  "^^  acquire  a  title  to  higher  offices,  to  be 

employed  by  the  state  in  any  public  situa- 
SWEDEN.  jiQ^^  jjjg  doctor  or  physician  must  further 
YouNO  men  who  intend  to  devote  them-  be  a  maguter  chirurgitBf  to  obtain  which 
selves  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  after  rank  he  must  undergo  a  special  examination 
their  preliminary  general  and  classical  edu-  before  the  professora  of  the  Stockholm 
cation  is  completed,  are  required  to  proceed  school  of  medicine,  the  Insiituium  Caroli- 
to  one  of  the  Swedish  universities,  Upsal  or  num  teu  Medieo-Chirurgieum  of  Charles 
Lund,  where  they  are  not  allowed  to  matri-  XIII.,  instituted  in  the  year  1810,  and  ori- 
culate  until  they  have  gone  through  a  preli-  ginally  destined  as  a  school  for  army  sur- 
minary  or  aiudenVi  examination  before  a  geons  during  the  war ;  but  the  necessity  for 
special  committee.  They  then  enter  upon  a  it  in  this  direction  having  ceased,  it  has  been 
course  of  philosophical  study,  and  undergo  advantageously  continued  in  the  manner  just 
another  examination,  usually  after  the  lapse  stated.  According  to  the  catalogue  of  lec- 
of  from  two  to  three  yean,  the  medieO'  tures  for  the  year  1840-41,  this  school 
philosophical  ejpamination,  which  embraces  reckons  eight  professors,  and  several  asao- 
the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  mathematics,  ciates  ;  the  professora  reading  courses  of 
history,  logic,  ethics,  U^al  philosophy,  poll-  lectures  from  the  beginning  of  October  to 
ileal  economy,  natural  philosophy,  cbemia-  the  end  of  May,  upon  operative  surgery, 
try,  and  botany.  It  is  only  now,  and  after  surgical  instruments,  and  bandages  (Eck- 
having  acquired  the  title  of  eandidaiuM  atromer);  practical  medicine;  midwifery 
medieO'philoiophieut,  that  the  student  be-  and  the  diseases  of  pregnancy,  of  nuraing 
gins  his  medical  studies,  properly  so  called,  women  and  of  inftnts  at  the  breast ;  on  sur- 
and  which  he  may  pursue  either  at  Upsal  or  gical  pathology,  therapeutics,  and  practice 
Lund,  or  at  the  medical  school  of  Stock-  (clinical  surgery) ;  on  zoology ;  human  ana- 
holm.  The  medical  studies  consist  in  ana-  tomy  (Professor  Retxius),  comprising  in- 
tomy,  physiology,  medical  botany,  soology,  structions  in  medico-legal  examinations  and 
materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  pathology,  inquiries ;  on  medic^  botany,  medical 
and  the  principles  of  surgery ;  upon  which  soology,  and  materia  medica ;  on  animal  che- 
subj  ;cts,  after  the  lapse  of  two  years  more,  mutry,  inorganic  chemistry,  and  chemistry ; 
another  examination  is  instituted,  which,  a  special  clinical  course  on  the  diagnosis 
succesdully  stood,  the  student  acquires  the  and  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  chest, 
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with  particolar  reference  to  the  methods  of        The  body  was  extremely  pale ;  the  abdo- 

inveatigatioa  by  auscultation  and  percussion,  men  distended  to  the  bursting.     As  soon  as 

The  students  meantime  have  daily  access  to  the  abdominal  parietcs  were  cut  through,  an 

the   Royal  Hospital,  called   the   Seraphim  interminable  stream,  as  it  appeared,  of  fluid 

Lazaretto,  the  Royal  Garrison  Hospital,  the  blood   flowed  from    the  opening,    so  that 

General  Lying-in  Hospital,  and  the  Found-  the  room    immediately   became    inundated 

ling  Hospital ;  but   in   each   instance  only  with  it.      All  the  blood  having  at  length 

during  the  visit  of  the  medical  officers  or  of  drained  off,  the  viscera,  liver,  spleen,  bowels, 

the  apothecary.     They  have,  further,  access  &c.  presented  themselves  without  a  trace  of 

to  the  museum  daily,  and  twice  a  week  to  inflammation.      After  a  long  search,  I  at 

the  library  for   the   purpose  of  obtaining  length  discovered  a   rent,   several  lines  in 

books.     It  is  very  important  to  observe,  length,  in  the  splenic  vein,  from  which  the 

that  the   pupils   of  the  Charles's  Institute  fatal  haemorrhage   into   the   abdomen  had 

are  also  admitted  to  the  great  Military  Hos-  taken   place. — Dr.  Milin o,  Medicinische 

pital,  where  there  are  l^ds  for  a  thousand  Zeiiung,  No.  8,  1844. 

patients;    an  arrangement   which    harmo- '    ' 

nises  with  the  practice  of  selecting  military  LEAD  COLIC, 

medical  officers  from  among  the  civil  medi-  -^       --  *  xt        »       •        ^^^ 

cl  pr«ctitioner.,  the  selection  taking  place  J";  """"V!'''. ."'  ^V,  ^^^'3'   "!"* 

after  examination,  and  the  number  of  appli-  tl"'  ^^  combmation  of  alum  and  opium 

cant,  always  «!curing  as  many  as  are  re-  f ""»'  ^  sufficiently  pnzed  m  le^  chohc. 

quired  of  the  be8tinformed.—Di.KBrBOBR,  Inflammatory  symptoms  removed,  itsoothes 

MedieinJtcAe  Zeilung,  Ho.  11,1844.  ""  P"°'  ""*?•  '^  ^'"^.J''^^'  ""* 
tranqumises  the  patient. — Ibid, 

DEATH  PROM  INTERNAL  HiEMOR-  URINARY  CALCULI  OF   REPTILES 
RHAGE  AFTER  A  VIOLENT  —FOSSIL  UROLITES. 

EFFORT.  j^  DuvBRNOT  lately  laid  before  the  Royal 
A.  A.,  26  years  of  age,  of  great  muscular  Academy  of  Sciences  an  account  of  the  uri* 
strength,  laid  a  wager  that  he  wonld  perform  nary  calculi  which  M.  Lesueurhad  discovered 
a  certain  piece  of  work  with  the  shovel  or  in  two  specimens  of  the  tortoise — TVionix 
dnng>fork,  in  the  farm-yard,  in  the  course  spiniferus,  and  which  consisted  of  a  mixture 
of  two  hours.  •  He  had  almost  completed  of  phosphate  of  lime,  carbonate  of  lime,  and 
the  work,  and  won  the  wager,  when  he  be-  organic  matters.  One  of  the  calculi  was  of 
gan  to  complain  of  pains  in  the  bowels.  He  laige  size,  and  weighed  upwards  of  260 
drank  several  glasses  of  brandy,  and  went  grains,  and  was  composed  principally  of 
on  with  his  labour ;  but  the  pain  in  the  ab-  phosphate  and  carbonate  of  lime,  grains  of 
domen  increased,  he  was  seized  with  a  vio-  sand,  and  organic  matter.  One  of  the  Cal- 
ient shivering  fit,  and  had  to  be  carried  to  culi  appeared  to  have  been  formed  upon  a 
bed,  where  he  fainted.  The  patient  was  or-  fragment  of  a  shell  as  a  nucleus  ;  and  the 
dered  a  dose  of  castor  oU,  and  an  oily  emul-  other  and  larger  one,  as  has  just  been  seen 
sioD.  In  the  evening  the  patient  still  com-  from  the  statement  of  its  composition,  con- 
plained  of  a  feeling  of  chilliness,  of  pains  in  tained  a  mixture  of  grains  of  quartz.  The 
the  belly,  and  a  disposition  to  vomit.  The  water  in  which  this  Trionix  lives  must 
belly  was  very  much  distended,  and  painful  therefore  find  access  to  the  cloaca  or  urinary 
on  pressure ;  the  pulse  was  extremely  small  bladder  of  the  animal.  M.  Duvemoy  fur- 
and  contracted ;  the  countenance  was  sunken,  ther  shewed,  that  many  of  the  bodies  called 
with  the  expression  of  deep  suffering.  The  coproUtes  were  in  fact  the  solidified  urine  of 
patient  was  bled,  but  syncope  supervening,  reptiles,  and  that  they  had  been  confounded 
the  vein  had  to  be  stopped.  Twelve  leeches  with  the  masses  of  intestinal  excrementi- 
were  ordered  to  the  belly,  and  repeated  tious  matter  which  constitute  true  Buck- 
clysters  prescribed,  the  patient  not  having  landian  ooprolites.  The  urine  in  the  Saurii, 
yet  had  any  opening  from  the  bowels,  in  the  Ophidians,  and  the  Crocodiles,  at  the 
These  means  having  remained  without  effect,  moment  of  its  excretion  appears  to  consist 
the  patient  was  put  next  morning  into  a  of  a  soft  and  ductile  paste,  which  is  moulded 
warm  bath,  and  felt  himself  relieved,  but  the  into  a  particular  shape  as  it  passes  the 
distension  of  the  beUy  went  on  increasing,  cloaca ;  exposed  to  the  air  it  soon  acquires  a 
The  patient  now  became  excessively  anxious  ;  stony  hardness,  which  enables  it  to  resist 
he  had  long  fits  of  shivering,  cold  extremi-  change.  A  number  of  these  «ro/t7tf«, 
ties,  clammy  sweats,  hiccough,  and  faciei  mixed  among  proper  coprolites,  discovered 
Hippocratica.  In  the  afternoon,  having  re-  by  M.  Robert,  are  found  in  fact  to  contain 
quested  to  have  another  warm  bath,  he  was  phosphate  and  urate  of  lime,  and  to  have  a 
put  into  it,  but  within  five  minutes  he  was  general  composition  very  analogous  to  the 
taken  out  dead.  solid  urine  of  the  lizards  and  serpents  of  the 
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present  day.  This  circumstance,  coupled 
with  their  form,  enables  M.  Duvernoy  to 
say,  that  those  fossil  urolites  which  have  not 
a  spiral  form  have  proceeded  from  croco- 
diles, whilst  those  hanng  a  decidedly  spiral 
form  haye  been  passed  either  by  lizards — 
Saurians,  properly  so  called — or  by  serpents 
—Ophidians. — Comptet  RendiUt  vol.  zix. 
No.  5. 


mities  of  the  ribs  on  either  side,  where  they 
ought  to  have  been  in  contact  with  the  ster- 
num, were  found  connected  in  a  continuous, 
apparently  cartilaginous  line.  The  young 
man  declared  that  he  had  always  enjoyed 
good  health,  and  that  he  had  never  snfiered 
from  the  deficiency  pointed  out  in  his  busi- 
ness of  musiciaii. — Medieinuehe  Zeitimff, 
No.  10,  1844. 


CURIOUS  CASE  OF  PARALYSIS. 


A  MAN,  70  years  of  age,  gouty  and  lame 

through  gout  of  the  left  foot,  after  drinking 

a  few  glasses  of  beer,  was  struck  apoplectic, 

with  hemiplegia   of  the    left  side,    show-  ^    a  t.:*  -a    r     t  ^ 

ing  signs  of  congestion  to  the  head,  and  vo-     L™^^-^-  Ashdown.-B.  L^^  Jemmett.— 

miting  a  clear  watery  fluid.    The  left  or     '•  Bnttan.— G.  Keane.— R.  Fletcher. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS 
OF  ENGLAND. 

Oentlemen  admitted  Memben  on  Fridof, 
Nov,  1 . — R.  F.  Freeborn. — F.  J.  Brown. — 
J.  MUlard.--H.  H.   Snell.— S.   M.  Mac- 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Gentlemen  who  have  obtained  Certiflcatet, 
Oct.  31. — F.  J.  Brown,  Standgate  Creek, 
Rochester. — ^W.  Finer,  6,  North  Place, 
Kingsland  Road.-^.  Williamson,    Long- 


paralysed  arm  was  completely  abstracted 

from  the  influence  of  the  patient's  will,  save 

that  he  had  the  power  left  of  grasping  my 

hand  strongly  when  I  put  it  within  his  hand ; 

he  could  not,  however,  give  me  his  hand 

when  desired  to  do  so,  or  in  any  way  to  «..«,,.«     «... 

guide  it  as  he  wished  ;  the  hand  seemed  to  loathley,  Pennth,  Cumbcrland.—R.   Elhs, 

be  jerked  involuntarily  towards  the  man's  5~™P*°?!"r/-  "•  ®*^V;!^i  ^IfTSl?"''"' 

face,  so  that  he  struck  himself  continually  C.L.WaU,  Worcester.— G.Rodwell,Cho«s- 

when  he  attempted  to  move  the  arm.     The  ley  Dorking,  Norfolk. 

patient,  by  blood-letting  from  the  opposite  ^,„„t  ^^^««,...t«ii.t«,»»   •r.r^n«j-«. 

Irm.  feeohe.  to  the  h^d,  blirten  to  the  NEW  CONTINKNTAL  WORKS. 

spine,    &c.   recovered    in  great  measure ;  Adelmann,   G.  F.   B.,    Untersuchungen 

though  from  his  great  age  it  b  doubtful  ikber  Krankfaafte  Zustiinde  der  Oberkiefer- 

whether  or  not  he  will  recover  completely.  hoehle.  4to.  sewed.   Dorpat. — (On  Diseases 

This  case  is  interesting,  inasmuch  as  nei-  of  the  Antrum.) 

titer  sensation  nor  motion  is  completely  de-  Archiv  fur  physiologische  nnd  pathologis- 

stroyed.    Tlie  patient  has  feeling  in  the  arm  che  Chemie  und  Mikroskopie  in  ihrer  An- 

when  it  is  touched,  and  can  grasp  a  hand  wendung  auf  practische  Medtdn,  hrsgb.  von 

forcibly;   he  can  also  move  the  arm,  and  F.  H.  Heller.     1st  Band  in  3  Heffcen.     8vo. 

that  actively,  but  he  cannot  control  its  move-  sewed.     Berlin. — (A  continuation  of   the 

ments ;  and  curiously  enough,  the  involun-  Work  begun  by  Simon.) 

tary  tendency  is  towards  his  own  face.     I  do  Hallmann,  £.,  iiber  eine   zweckmassige 

not  remember  to  have  met«with  a  case  pre-  Behandlung    des    Typhus.       8vo.    sewed, 

dsely  of  the  same  kind  in  the  course  of  my  Berlin. — (On  the  Treatment  of  Typhus  ) 

reading ;   nor  do  I  feel  myself  competent  Kraus,  L.  A.,  Kritisch,  etymol.  medici- 

satisfactorily  to  explain  the  phenomena. —  nisches  Lexicon,  3te  Aufl.      8vo.   sewed. 

Dr,    Zrfofi,    in    Ckuper'e    Wochengehrift,  Goettingen. 


No.  33. 


CASE  or  CONGENITAL  DEFICIENCY 

OF  THE  STERNUM. 
A  MAN,  strong  and  well-built,  5  ft.  3  in. 


Nieberding,  Th.,  das  Asthma  thymieum 
oder  Spasms  glottidis.     8vo.  sd.     Halle. 

Onsenoort,  A.  G.  v.,  Handbuch  der 
Krankheiten  und  Crebrechen  des  Auges,  aus 
dem  Holl.  von  F.  Neuhausen.  Ir.  Bd.  Ite. 
Ldefig.     8vo.  sd.     Ceefeld. — (On  Diseases 


German  (about  5  ft.  4  in.  English)  in  height,  7^^'p.       x 

and  22  years  of  age,  was  found,  on  exami-  or  tne  isycs.;                                       i*..*  ^ 

nation  for  mUita^  service,  with  a  remark-  p  Sonnenkalb,  H.,  die  medicm.  Fakultat  zu 

able  deficiency  of  Ae  sternum.     In  the  mid-  Pans.     E,a  Scndschreiben  an  dw 

die  of  the  chest  tiie  motions  of  the  heart  J^    Y^'^^fi  "?  J^'^Sf^        JVkT^" 

could  be  perceived  at  a  comdderable  dis-  Leip«f --(On  tiie  Constitution  of  tiie  Pan- 

tance.    The  sternum  was  entirely  wanting,  •"»;  Medical  Faculty.) 

witii  tiie  exception  of  a  smaU  rudiient  in  tS  ,  f!!^***^;"^^  t'  K^""""'  ^'Tp'^.^* 

situation  of  tiie  ensiform  cartilage,  so  that  i  *S??J"'''"?^ ^"^«^* '"/z?^ 

tiie  heart  was  only  covered  in  the  middle  ^:  ^^^'^  J^?*"**'^  w^'n'^^   3!k! 

Une  of  the  ttiorax  by  the  common  integu-  Climate  of  Moldavui  and  Walkchia,  and  the 

ments.     On  apply mg  the  hand,  the  alter^te  gP'^^f*"^.  ^^»«?«?  ''.^"^^^PP^l^^ 

contractions  of  the  auricles  i»d  ventricles  R^tn^n  Army  during  the  kite  Turkish  War.) 

could  be  distinctly  perceived.     The  extre*  Wilson  acOoiLvv,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  15,  1844. 


murder  discoyered  after  interment,  which  a 

INFLUENCE  OF  BURIAL  CLUBS  proper  examination  before  inhumation  might 

ON  THE  MORTALITY.  ^*;^«  prevented  or  det«;ted.      He  also  de- 
^  veloped  the  existence  of  a  practice  of  mfan- 
.^^  tidde  for  the  sake  of  **  boiial  money"  ob- 
tained from  several  clubs,  in  which  the  lives 
In  our  number  for  August  23d,  we  pub-  of  the  children  were  insured.  Now,  although 
lished  a  short  article  '*  On  the  Inflaence  of  the  existence  of  the  practice  was  proved  by 
Burying  Clubs  in  augmenting  the  Mortality."  trials  of  cases  in  courts  of  law,  the  crime 
There  we  certainly  dipped  our  pen  into  very  was  by  many  deemed  so  monstrous,  that  its 
deep-coloured  ink,  and  having  sketched  a  existence  as  a  praetiee  was  believed  to  be 
perfect  murder  of  the  innocents,  our  state-  impossible.     It  was,  in  particular,  denied 
ment  was  treated-  as  exaggerated,  and  but  that  any  such  practice  had  taken  root  in  the 
little  heeded.    There  were  some,  neverthe-  town  of  Preston,  which  was  distinguished  by 
less,   who  knew  that  the  picture  was  not  the  number  of  its  burial  societies,  although 
altogether  overcharged,     llie  excellent  let-  it  was  known  that  the  payment  of  multiplied 
ter  of  Mr.  Leigh,  published  in  our  number  sums  of  burial  money  were  insured  from 
for  Sept.  6th,  came  in  confirmation  of  our  several  dubs,    on   the  death  of  the  same 
'*  New  View  of  English  Society,"  and  we  child.     The  horrible  reality  has,  however, 
now  add  an  extract  from  the  evidence  of  the  been  developed  there  also  by  a  more  recent 
Rev.  Mr.  Clay,  forming  part  of  the  **  Ap-  investigation,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clay,  a  cler- 
pendix  to  the  First  Report  of  the  Commis-  gyman  of  that  town,  from  whose  interesting 
sioners  of  Inquiry  into  the  Sanatory  State  of  report  on  its  sanatory  condition  the  follow- 
large  Towns  and  Populous  Districts,"  which  ing  evidence  is  extracted  : — 
we  trust  will  satisfy  all  of  the  extent  to  which        Under  the  head  of  Negligent  treatment  ^f 
the  practice  we  denounced  was  carried,  and  children,  Mr.  Clay  says :— It  is  known  that 
also  incline  men  more  to  listen  to  the  ang-  druggists  are  often  resorted  to  for  medicine 
gestion  of  the  enlightened  Secretary  of  the  and  advice  by  the  poor,  and  probably  in  some 
Poor  Law  Commission,  on  the  necessity  of  or  many  cases  assistance  from  such  quarters 
having  a  properly  qualified  and  responsible  may  have  been  obtained  for  sick  children ; 
medical  man  appointed  in  each  district  or  but  after  making  all  allowances,  it  is  to  be 
division  of  the  country,  to  act  as  an  Officer  feared  that  among  certain  classes  of  the  poor 
of  Health,  and  to  verify  by  inquiries  at  the  a  great  amount  of  infant  death  takes  place 
time  and  on  the  spot  the  fact,  and,  as  far  as  without  any  thing  worthy  the  name  of  medi- 
it  might  be  ascertained,  the  cause  of  death  ;  cal  assistance  having  been  obtained  or  even 
not  to  say  any  thing  at  present  of  the  impe-  sought. 

rative  necessity  of  the  legislature  interfering        If  the  druggist  is  sometimes  applied  to  for 

to  make  the  practice  of  committing  murder  the  medicine  which,  with  greater  propriety 

more  difficult,  by  securing  the  ignorant  pub-  and  safety  would  be  prescribed  by  the  medi- 

Uc  against  the  malpractice  of  ignorant  che-  cal  man,  he  is  too  often  asked  for  compounds 

mists  and  druggists,   who  are  the  parties  which  no  medical  man  would  prescribe ;  such 

under  cover  of  whom  the  present  system  of  as  **  Godfrey's  Cordial,"  *'  Infants'  Preser- 

child-murder  is  especially  carried  on,  when  vative,"   **  Soothing  Syrup,"    "  Mothers' 

any  show  or  pretence  is  made  of  having  Blessing,"  &c.     Returns  have  been  obtained 

medical  (!)  assistance  in  the  case.  from  all,   or  almost  all,   the  chemists  and 

Mr.  Chadwick,  in  his'  supplement  to  the  druggists  in  Preston,  of  the  quantity  of  these 

sanatory  report,   adverted  to  the  cases  of  mixtures  sold  by  each ;  and  it  is  due  to  those 

885.— XXXV.  P 
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gentlemen  to  say,  that  the  information  re- 
quested from  them  was  famished  in  the 
most  prompt  and  obliging  manner.  It  does 
not  appear  that  any  one  particular  druggist 
sells  the  extraordinary  quantity  of  Godfrey's 
Cordial,  &c.  which  has  been  heard  of  in 
other  towns,  but  that  all  vend  the  nostrums 
in  question  to  a  greater  or  less  extent ;  and 
the  aggregate  of  the  whole  quantity  sold  in- 
dicates that,  allowing  half  an  ounce  per  week 
to  each  family,  upwards  of  1600  families  are 
in  the  habit  of  using  Godfrey's  Cordial,  or 
some  other  equally  injurious  compound.  It 
is  not  the  least  melancholy  feature  in  the 
general  aspect  of  these  facts,  that  **  God- 
frey" (as  it  is  familiarly  called  by  its  pur- 
chasers) is  not  given  in  ignorance  of  its 
noxious  properties,  a  circumstance  which 
the  Charitable  Society's  agent  had  frequent 
occasion  to  notice.  It  is  administered  not 
BO  often,  probably,  by  the  mother,  as  by  the 
nurse.  The  former,  while  working  in  the 
factory,  intrusts  her  infant  to  an  old  woman 
or  young  girl,  who  may  also  have  the  charge 
of  other  infants  ;  and  this  general  nurse,  in 
order  to  fulfil  her  task  with  as  much  ease  to 
herself  as  possible,  drugs  the  unfortunate 
babes  with  "  Quietness."  Mr.  Robert 
Brown,  surgeon,  who  collected  much  impor- 
tant information  on  this  subject,  had,  among 
other  communications  made  to  him  in  writ- 
ing, the  following,  which,  although  it  may 
not  at  first  appear  very  important,  gives 
clear  intimation  of — ^the  obtaining  medicine 
and  advice  from  druggists,— of  mothers 
leaving  their  children  in  the  care  of  most 
improper  nurses, — and  of  the  general  suspi- 
cion of  the  use  of  deleterious  drugs : — 


"  A  child  was  brought  to  me  for  a  little 
aperient  medicine.  The  mother  suspected 
that  the  person  who  nursed  it  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  giving  it  some  narcotic ;  it  had 
not  had  more  than  two  or  three  motions  for 
the  space  of  three  weeks.  I  advised  the 
mother  to  stay  at  home  and  attend  to  it  her- 
self. The  advice  was  followed,  and  the 
diild  recovered  in  a  few  days." 

Another  highly  respectable  chemist  snd 
druggist  writes, — 

**  A  woman  brought  a  bottle  to  me  con- 
taining some  medicine  for  examination, 
which  was  found  to  be  an  infusion  of  opium. 
She  said  a  neighbour  had  given  some  of  it 
to  one  of  her  children,  upon  the  recommen- 
dation of  some  quack,  who  was  in  the  habit 
of  calling  upon  poor  families  for  the  purpose 
of  selling  the  medicine*  Her  child  be<»me 
stupified  in  half  on  hour,  and  ultimately  died. 
The  man  denied  that  the  death  was  the  effect 
of  the  medicine,  as  he  had  a  very  extensiTe 
sale,  and  could  bring  many  proofs  of  the 
good  resulting  from  its  use." 

Sick  clubt, — Great  pains  have  been  takea 
by  Mr.  Holden  to  collect  information 'relat- 
ing to  the  management  and  statistics  of  the 
sick  dubs  in  Preston.  There  is  much  re- 
serve, however,  in  giving  such  information, 
and  consequently  less  has  been  acquired  than 
would  have  been  desirable  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  any  general  conclusions  as  to 
their  operations  and  value.  The  following 
summary,  circumscribed  as  it  is,  i»  sufficient 
to  manifest  the  widely  different  amounts 
of  sickness,  and  rates  of  payment,  existing 
in  only  eleven  clubs.  The  table  relates  to 
the  year  ending  July  1,  1843. 


BOROUGH  OF  PRESTON. 
Report  on  itt  Sanatory  Condition,  by  the  Rev.  /.  Clay. 


Total 
Members. 

Sick  during  Year. 

Average 

Periodof 

Sickness 

in  Weeks. 

Average 

Payment  to 

each  Sick 

Person. 

Members. 

Per 

Centage. 

Tee-Total 

Managers 

Worthy 

Rechabites 

Odd  Fellows 

Female  Rechabites  .     .     . 

Forresters 

Ebenezer 

Catholic  Beneficent       .     . 

Ditto,  female 

Perseverance      .... 

37 

47 

80 

116 

689 

30 

230 

111 

167 

80 

58 

2 

5 

12 

19 

124 

6 

52 

28 

51 

25 

20 

5-4 
10-6 
15- 
16-3 
18- 
20- 
22-6 
25-2 
30-6 
31-2 
34-4 

3- 

8-2 

7-5 

3-7 

4- 

3-3 

8-8 

•  a  • 

10- 
9- 
61 

£.     9    d. 
I     10     0 
4       2     0 
3       7     8 

1  17     7 

2  0    0 

1  0     0 

2  11     0 

3  7     6 
2     19    3 

1  13  10 

2  7  11 

1645 

344 

20-9 

There  is  one  circumstance  apparent  in  the  The  Tee-total  S<^iety  (of  which,  however, 
above  table,  which  adds  further  proof  of  the  the  numbers  are  rather  small  for  the  purpose 
value  of  temperate  habits  among  the  poor,     of   any  general    deduction)    presents    not 
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m«rely  the  smaDeit  proportion  of  sick,  bat  a  it  appears  that  the  present  members  belong- 
proportion  amonnt&g  to  little  more  than  ing  to  the  three  societies  are  upwards  of 
one-half  of  that  next  most  laTonrable,  while  23,400!  and  that  the  aggregate  sum  ex- 
at  the  same  time  its  members  suffer  the  pended  by  themr  in  funerals,  or  rather  paid 
shortest  average  duration  of  illness.  The  to  claimants,  amounts  to  ;f  2460  yearly.  In 
extremes  in  the  amount  of  sickness,  as  only  one  return  are  any  particulars  given  aa 
shewn  by  the  proportion  of  sick  members  to  the  age  or  death  of  parties  entered  as 
pressing  in  their  respective  societies,  are  members ;  and  from  that  it  appears  that  64 
very  striking,  being  only  5*4  per  cent,  in  the  per  cent,  of  those  members  die  under  five 
Tee-total  Society,  and  34 '4  per  cent,  in  the  years  old.  The  returns  do  not  afford  the 
Perseverance.  The  Rechabites,  who  might  means  of  comparing  this  high  per  centage 
be  expected  to  occupy  a  creditable  place  with  that  of  the  operative  class  generally, 
nearer  the  Tee-totallers,  are  not  in  all  cases.  There  are  other  circumstances  connected 
as  appears  from  the  returns,  worthy  of  the  with  the  operation  of  these  clubs  suggesting 
name  they  assume.  matter  for  grave  consideration  and  inquiry. 
Most  of  the  sick  clubs  are  also  burial  The  same  person  may  be  entered  into  every 
dubs ;  that  is,  a  certain  sum,  varying  from  society.  The  respectable  secretary  to  one 
£2.  to  jf"  10.,  is  allowed  on  the  death  of  a  of  the  societies  states,  that  he  knows  several 
member.  There  are  also  in  Preston  seven  instances  in  which  the  same  person  is  on  the 
aocieties  acting  only  as  burial  dubs,  but  books  of  three  dubs.  Thus,  on  the  death 
acting  as  such  very  extensivdy.  Papers  of  a  child,  the  parent  or  other  insurer  may 
sent  in  from  the  secretaries  to  three  of  these  receive  j^l6.  6s.  6d.  (according  to  the  pay- 
clubs  accompany  this  report*.     From  them  ments  of  the  three  clubs  now  referred  to), 

"VThr^llectoTtoTbiiridclub,  containing  ^^"^  ^^  expense  of  interment  with  all  be- 
upwards  of  5000  members,— a  man  whose  intelh-  fitting  propnety  should  not  exceed,  and  in 
gence  is  greatly  superior  to  his  rank  in  life,  states,  fact  seldom  amounts  to,  ;^3.  There  is  no 
that  whifehe  believes  soch  K^jjti;*  ^  bepro-  restriction  in  any  of  the  sodeties  as  to  the 
dnctive  of  much  reneral  benefit,  he  knows  several  _,  .  .  *  ^y  •*.-  m.  vu  t^  ..t. 
insunces  in  wbidi  they  have  bwn  much  abused,  admission  of  illegitimate  chddren.  If  the 
He  is  acquainted  with  cases  in  which  UrwifMrMs  weekly  penny  or  halfpenny  is  paid  for  the 
have  speculated  onlhe  fives  of  infants  commit^  stipulated  period  by  dther  mother  or  father, 
to  their  care,  by  entering  them  into  the  clubs,  v.*!,  .»,.  .•;  ^^n^iA  ^„  #.u^  A^^i^^  «r  fkl 
Within  the  iMt  few  days,  two  young  women  pro-  ?«  or  she  is  entiUed,  on  the  demise  of  the 
posed  to  him  to  enter  a  child  into  the  society  in  msured,  to  all  the  benefits  which  the  soaety 
which  he  holds  office,  offering  to  pay  the  weekly  promises.      The    burial     clubs    enrol   12 

KS^rwiS  hr.S!il  cSBS^SrSi  iS^SS;  -f  is  ?»«.  „  »«.,  member.  «  «»  «clc 

sobsistinff  between  them  and  the  chUd,  he  learned  dubs,  inducing  the  mference  that  the  pros- 

that  the  child's  mother  waa  dead;  and  that  fAtfiii-  pect  to  a  poor  person  of  support  and  assis- 

fantijMel/ma* placed  at  nwte  with  the  mother  of  ^^^      j     m          -    j        desirable  than  the 

omeoftheeevoung  women,  Healso  detailed  the  par-  **""'  *J*       r  !pt      jpTa  "**""",_  ""*"   ~ 

ticolars of  tlie case ofaniUocitimate child,  which,  possession  of  i;5.,  jTlO.,  or  £\b,,  on  the 

having  been  in  the  care  or  its  maternal  grand-  decease  of  his  child.     Such  a  sum,  too,  be- 

mother,  TO  Twnoyed,  on  ^f.Jeath,  to thehouse  j^g  a  hirger  one  than  the  insurer,  in  most 

of  its  fkther's  relatives,     within  a  week  of  that  ®               t.  *                     j    ..          *j 

removal,  the  child  died  (although,  previously,  it  cm«9.  ever  before  possessed  at  one  time,  or 

appeared  to  be  in  strong  health),  and  under  such  ever  could  hope  to   possess,  except  from 

drcomstancMM  induced  him^ot  only  to  refjisc  g^ch  a   contingency  as  that  adverted  to. 

payment  of  the  burial  money  from  his  club,  but  «__;„i  .^«;^«.:^.  „^  '  «  j«„k*   .r.o^.>«f  :ui.  «.* 

alM  to  make  such  a  represeitotion  of  the  iffair  f.^,"  societies  are,  no  doubt,  susceptible  of 

to  the  officers  of  another  club  in  which  the  child  highly  beneficial  operation,  especially  as  m- 

had  been  insur^  as  led  them  to  make  a  similar  guring  the  lives  of  fathers  of  families ;  and 

"Ii?J;n«  ifw^Hp^If  "•^*  ^  "^"^^^ ^^"    it  is  right  to  speak  with  reserve  of  thdr  ten- 

ment  from  either  society.  ,      .  ^  .    ^.  '^  .  j>    n        •..•  » 

The  same  "  eoUector^^loA  kindly  fbmished  an     dencies,  m  the  absence  of  all  positive  proof 

account  of  the  ages  at  death,  of  400  members  of    of  their  injurious  effects ;  but  the  facts  above 
the  society  to  which  he  belongs,  being  the  number      «____^_____^_^_^_____«.^^_ 
removed  oy  death  during  the  last  three  years  and  ^ 

three  months.  weekly  payment,  commencing  at,  or  soon  after 

Under  12  months  old 69    17*a9\  birth,  and  continued  for  10, 13,  IS,  or  more  years, 

should  ensure  a  liberal  allowance  for  1,  2,  or  8 
years,  at  a  time  when  education  would  be  moat 
valuable  to  the  child,  and  the  necessity  for  send- 
ing it  to  the  factory  would,  in  a  great  measure^ 
be  obviated. 

It  is  also  admitted  by  the  same  authority,  that 
a  rreat  improvement  would  be  effected,  if,  instead 
cimomejf  being  paid  by  the  club  at  the  death  of  a 
member,  the  funeral  were  undertaken  by  the 
society,  and  performed  in  a  solemn  and  appro- 
priate manner ;  but,  nevertheless,  to  effect  this. 
It  would  be  necessary  that  olf  the  Durisl  societies 
In  consequence  of  a  suggestion  msde  to  him.  should  adopt  the  plan.  Were  only  one  or  two  to 
the  same  person  states  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  act  upon  it,  insurances  would  soon  be  withdrawn 
much  advantayre  would  be  found  by  the  adoption  ftom  them,  and  transferred  to  those  societies  in 
ofa  plan  tending  to  increase  the  solicitude  for  the  which  the  old  system  of  money  payments  wss 
preservation  of  mflsnt  life ;  by  which  plan,  a  small    continued. 
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mentioned  will  be,  to  some  minds,  sugges- 
tive of  painful  ideas.  When  an  insured 
child  is  attacked  by  sickness,  the  feelings 
created  by  the  anticipated  payment  from  the 
burial  club,  should  it  die,  may  sometimes  be 
stronger  than  the  anxieties  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  its  life.  A  respectable  collector  of 
cottage  rents  states  in  writing, — 

''  That  he  often  foils  to  obtain  the  rent 
from  cottagers,  in  consequence  of  sickness. 
The  sickness  of  children  is  most  commonly 
assigned  as  a  reason  for  the  non-payment. 
Almost  all  the  children  in  fomilies  where  he 
collects  are  members  of  burial  societies, 
most  commonly  are  subscribers  of  Id.  a- 
week  each  child.  The  children  of  the  poor 
are,  when  sick,  greatly  neglected,  and  lost 
from  want  of  due  attention  to  cleanliness ; 
and  the  poor  seldom  seek  medical  assistance 
for  sick  children  except  when  on  the  point 
of  death.      One  poor  child,  living  in  ^— 

street,  the  son  of  Thomas ,  sits  in  a 

chdr,  or  lies  in  a  comer  of  a  room,  upon 
some  bags  of  rags,  without  any  covering 
upon  him,  and  entirely  neglected,  both  as 


regards  nursing  and  medical  relief.  Sack 
cases  he  is  constantly  witnessing." 

Another  collector  of  cottage  rents  states, — 

"  The  poor  people  have  often  told  me  that 
they  were  unable  to  pay  at  that  time ;  but 
when  a  certain  member  of  the  family, — ge- 
nerally a  child, — died,  they  would  be  able  to 
pay.  I  have  felt  much  shocked  at  this,  and 
I  have  told  the  people  that  it  was  very 
wrong  to  depend  upon  anything  of  the  kind. 
Most  of  the  children  at  the  houses  which  I 
visit  are  in  burial  clubs." 

A  lady,  a  friend  of  the  author  of  this  Re- 
port, states,  that  a  young  woman,  whose 
services  she  required  as  a  wet  nurse,  having 
a  child  ill,  she  offered  to  send  her  own  me- 
dical  friend  to  attend  it.  The  reply  of  the 
nurse  was, — "  Oh  !  never  mind,  ma'am,  it's 
in  two  burial  clubs." 

Burial  cluba, — Returns  have  been  fur- 
nished by  the  respectable  and  intelligoit 
officers  of  the  '*  Preston  Original  L^gal 
Friendly  Burial  Society,  established  31st 
December,  1831."  From  these  returns  the 
following  table  is  formed. 


Children  between  Two  Months  and  Five  Years  Old. 


Entered. 


endiTff      Number 
^™^«'    Children. 


1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 


1.515 
1,467 
1,519 


Average  of  three/ 
years    .     .     .  ( 


Actual 

Number 

on  the 

Books. 


Average 

Nimiber 

on  the 

Books 

during 

the  Year. 


2,413 
2,842 
3,292 
4,140 


2,627 
3,067 
3,716 


9,410 


3,137 


Died. 

Payable. 

Per  Cent. 

Not 
Payable*. 

Per  Cent. 

•  •  • 

167 
202 
253 

•  •• 

6*35 
6-58 
681 

... 
40 
54 
32 

•  •• 

1-52 
1-76 
0.86 

622 

•  ■• 

126 

•  •  • 

207 

6-6 

42 

1-4 

Per  Cent. 

on  aU  the 

Deaths.    ' 


7-87 
8-34 
7-67 


•t 


80 


The  following  table  shows  the  jirogressive  increase  of  members  since  Dec.  31,  1840 : — 


Years 

ending 

December  Slat. 

Under  Five  Ye.irs. 

Members. 

Increase. 

1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 

2,413 
2.842 
3,292 
4,140 

■  •  • 

429 
450 
848 

Above  Five  Years. 


Members. 


Increase  or 
Decrease. 


11,489 
12,675 
12.708 
12,^60 


X  1,186 
+  33 
—      148 


Total 
Members. 


13,902 
15,517 
16,000 
16,700 


The  ruks  of  the  society  prohibit  entrance  (weekly)  to  the  fund  have  been  made  prc- 

before  the  completion  of  eight  weeks  of  age,  vious  to  the  day  of  their  death." 

and  also  after  55  years.      They  also  exclude  In  the  last  printed  report  of  the  society  it 

all  persons  who  may  "  have  any  disorder  or  is  stated  that,   at  the  close  of  1843,  the 

complaint  upon  them;"  .  .  .   ''and  in  no  number  of  members  was  16,700,  and  the 

case  shall  any  member  receive  any  benefit  funerals,  during  the  year,  469.     Calculating 

from  this  society  unless  16  clear  payments  upon  the  mean  of  the  number  of  members 

*  Having  died  within  sixteen  weeks  of  entrance. 
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between  December  1842,  and  December 
1843(16,350),  this  mortaUty  is  about  2*9 
per  cent.  The  table  has  shown  the  morta- 
lity of  infants  in  the  society,  for  1843,  to  be 
6*8  per  cent.,  and  it  remains  to  be  stated, 
that  the  mortality  among  the  members 
above  five  years  (the  mean  of  that  portion  of 
the  society  being  12,634,  and  the  deaths 
being  216),  is  1*7  per  cent. ;  and  that  the 
general  mortality  of  the  society  for  1843 
(469  deaths  «<  payable''  +  32  '<  not  payable" 
»d01)  is  3  per  cent. 

The  mortality  of  Preston  has  been  already 
stated  at  2*97  per  cent.  Bat  this  mortality 
includes  a  dass  of  infiuits  inadmissible  to 
the  burial  societies,  vis.,  those  under  nine 
weeks  old,  and  also  of  adults  beyond  67 
years  (55  years,  limit  of  admission  +12 
years,  age  of  the  club) .  In  order,  therefore, 
to  compare  the  mortality  of  the  society  with 
that  of  the  town,  we  must  deduct  from  the 
latter  the  deaths  under  nine  weeks  and  above 
67  years :  thus, 

Total  Annual    Under         Above 
Deaths.       9  Weeks.     67  Yearn. 

1488  —  (170  +  125)»1193deaths, 
=2.4  per  cent,  on  a  population  of  50,000. 

In  this  view  the  mortality  of  the  burial 
society  exceeds  that  of  the  general  popula- 
tion by  0*6  per  cent. ;  or,  for  4  deathj  in 
the  town,  there  are  5  in  the  society. 

In  pursuing  the  comparison  now  attempted 
many  -other  considerations  must  be  taken 
into  account.  On  the  one  hand  sick  and 
weakly  persons  are  not  admitted  into  the 
society,  and  the  members  who  are  above  5 
years  of  age  must  consist  chiefly  of  persons 
from  6  to  19  years  old  ;  on  the  other  hand 
the  general  mortality  of  the  society  will  be 
much  affected  by  the  large  proportion  of 
infant  members  ^  one-fourth  of  the  whole. 

Assuming,  as  we  may,  that  the  deaths  in 
the  society  "  not  payable"  appertain  almost 
solely  to  children  dying  before  "16  dear 
payments  have  been  made  for  them," — t.  e. 
to  children  between  two  and  six  months  old, 
»  comparison,  as  regards  this  class  of  children, 
between  the  town  and  the  sodety  may  be 
thus  given : — 

Annual  average  of  deaths  in  the  town 
(excluding  those  under  2  months  and  above 
67  years)  1193  : — deaths  between  2  and  6 
months,  125  »  10*4  per  cent,  on  all  the 
deat/u. 

Deaths  in  the  club  for  1843,  501  ;  deaths 
between  2  and  6  months,  32  «  6*4  per 
eent. 

A  difference  of  this  kind,  though  not 
perhaps  to 'this  extent,  might  be  expected. 
The  children  entered  into  the  sodety  are,  in 
a  great  measure,  select  lives ;  and,  daring 
the  16  weeks f  they  are  sure  to  receive  as 
much  attention  as  can  be  bestowed  upon 
them  ;  while  on  the  contrary,  the  uninsored 


children  will  include  all  the  weakly  and  pre- 
carious lives  rejected  by  the  sodeties. 

The  total  of  infant  deaths  in  the  society 
is,  according  to  the  table,  8  per  cent,  on  aU 
the  children  entered. 

The  deaths,  in  the  general  population,  of 
the  same  class  of  children  (between  two 
months  and  five  yean)  have  been,  on  the 
average  of  the  last  six  years,  629  annually. 
The  census  of  1841  stated  the  children  under 
five  to  be  6885 ;  and  if  we  take  from  that 
number  30(f  as  the  proportion  under  two 
months  old, — a  deduction  greater,  probably, 
than  the  facts  would  require,  we  have  a 
mortality  (629  deaths  in  6585  children)  of 
9*6  per  cent.  Having  seen  that  infants 
dying  in  the  town  between  two  and  six 
months  are  10*4  per  cent,  in  all  the  infant 
deaths,  while  the  same  deaths  in  the  sodety 
are  only  6*4  per  cent.,  we  should  be  led  to 
expect  that  a  similar  proportion  would 
appear  when  infant  deaths  from  two  months 
to  five  years  in  the  town  are  compared  with 
those  of  the  society  ;  the  non-insured  com- 
prising the  poorest  and  sickliest,  and  the 
insured  being  more  choice  lives,  and  that 
the  facts  would  probably  be  represented 
thus : — 

Mortality  between 
2  Months  and  5  Years, 

calculated 
on  Infant  Population. 


Mortality  between 
2  and  6  Months, 
calculated 
on  Infant  Deaths. 

. * s 

Town;    Sodety. 
As  10*4    :     6*4 


Town.    Society. 
9*6    :    5*9 


But  the  mortality  of  the  sodety  instead  of 
appearing  as  above,  5*9  per  cent.,  is  8*  per 
cent. ! 

The  members  of  this  burial  sodety  forming 
so  large  a  portion  of  the  whole  population, 
it  may  be  desirable  to  separate  them  from 
the  general  masss,  and  compare  the  mortality 
of  the  two  parts  respectively  for  the  year 
1843,  estimating  the  population  at  52,500, 
and  taking  the  mortality  from  the  table 
No.  4  :•— 

Members  ofP  Deaths, 

burial  society  S    16,350  . ..  501  «  3  per  cent. 

Remaining  ? 

popuktion  5   36,150...  996  «  2*75     " 

52,500    1,497 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that,  although 
the  society  has  a  very  large  proportion  of 
infant  members  to  account  for  its  excessive 
mortality,  the  remaining  population  com- 
prises all  infants  under  two  months,  all  the 
sick  and  ailing  inadmissible  to  the  society, 
and  all  those  whose  age  exceeds  between  60 
and  70  years. 

In  1841,  the  children  in  Preston  under 
five  amounted  to  6885 ;  they  may  now  be 
calculated  at  7200.  If  from  this  latter 
number  are  deducted  those  under  two  months 
old  (300),  the  children  unlikely,  from  their 
station,  to  be  entered  into  any  club  (800), 
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and  also  sickly  children,  together  with  the  occasions  I  have  myself  been  dkap- 

oflTspring  of  the  very  lowest  class  (500),  there  pointed  to  find  that  the  auihor  ap- 

rcmain  5600  children  eligible  to  burial  duba,  pears  to  entertain,  or  at  any  rate  has 

of  whom  two-thirds  are  entered  in  this  club  expressed,  no  very  clear  views  of  the 

tlf '  1     •       *  *u  J  .  ui  pathology  of  the  affections  to  which 

itiSteL^rv^V^^^  ^1"°°''  ^'T'  ^^^  g^nde"  ^  especially  obnoxious. 

ir^Ltf ^  T'  ^  >  ^-    ^  ^ '? "^""^^IT  This  deficiency,  or  want  of  complete- 

has,  latterly,  derived  its  increase  from  chil-  «^„„  ,•     -n-  u  ii     ;i>  i.  iT     j*^  v^l 

dren  alone.     The  adults  have  already  been  f  ^^'  ^"  P'^'  Holland's  work,  has  doubt- 

entered ;  and  henceforward  children  only  wiU  ^^-^^^  *"«5?  ^^^  **\f  particular  preja- 

constitute  the  new  members.  ?*ce  entertained  by  the  gnnders  agamst 

[We  leave  our  considerate  readers  to  draw  inspection  after  death,  and  the  conse- 

their  own  inferences  from  these  statements  quent  comparatively  rare  opportunities 

of  facts.    That  infant  life  is  most  sinfully  ^^  has  enjoyed  of  becoming  familiarly 

and  cruelly  sacrificed  there  cannot  be    a  acquainted  with  the  morbid  anatomy 

doubt.     As  dog-carts  and  chimney-sweeps,  of  their  diseases.     If  it  were  otherwise, 

and  blacklegs,  have  been  held  subjects  wor-  I  feel  assured  from  the  CTeat  pains  he 

thy  of  special  legislative  interference,  let  us  has  evidently  taken  in  elucidating  the 

trust  that  another  session  of  Parliament  will  subject,  that  Dr.  Holland  would  nave 

not  be  suffered  to  pass  by  without  a  biU  to  contribnted  more  definite  and  decisive 

regulate  Burial  Societies,  and  to  protect  the  information  respecting  the  appearances 

helpless  infants  of  our  manufacturing  popu-  presented  after  death  by  the  diseases 

lation  agamst  murder.-Ep.  Gaz.]  ^^  ^^ich  he  has  written.     It  is  gene- 

"  ntQVAQpa  ™*^y  known,  and  Dr.  C.  Holland  must 

ON  DISEASES  himself  be  perfectly  aware,  that  the 

<>'  T"»  **  pointers'  asthma,"  or  "  grinders'  rot," 

LUNGS  FROM  MECHANICAL  has  been  long,  and  very  generally,  con- 

CAUSES  sidered  to  depend  upon  the  disease  now 

Awn  nn   Pa««^.»«  u^rr\^T^*^  . ^^^r,^^  callcd  chronlc    bronchitis,    combined 

AND   UR,  l^ALVBRT  HOLLAND  S  ACCOUNT      ..i     jm    *.    *•  r  aI_      i.  v    i  a    i_ 

OF  TBBif  ^^^'^  dilatation  of  the  bronchial  tubes 

and  eniphvsema  of  the  lung,  or  dilata- 

By  H.  M.  Huohks,  M.D.  tion  o£^  the  pulmonary  tissue.      For 

Assistant  Physician  to  Guy's  Hospital.  though  it  may  be  true,  as  Dr.  Holland 

(JFbr  the  Medical  Gaxette,)  has  stated,  that  no  author  has  particu- 

larly  referred  to  the  latter  disease,  in 

consequence    of  the    imperfect    ac- 

All  who  have  paid  much  attention  to  quaintance  with  morbid  anatomy  pos- 

the  diseases  of  the  lungs  could  not  fail  sessed  by  the  individual,  or  existing  at 

to  be  interested  in  the  work  of  a  physi-  the  time  in  which  he  wrote,  it  is  now 

cian  directed  to  the  investigation  of  the  known  to  be  almost  necessarily  induced 

complaints  induced  by  particles  floating  by  long  continued  and  severe  bronchitis 

in  the  air,  particularly  when  that  phy-  or  bronchial  irritation.    In  the  correct- 

sician  had  oeen  so  favourably  situated  ness  of  this  opinion  of  the  pathology  of 

for  such  inquiry,  as,  from  his  former  the  complaint  my  own  observation  has 

works,  Dr.  C.  Holland  was  known  to  led   me  entirely  to   coincide,  though 

have  been.    It  was  with  much  interest,  I    am   aware   some  physicians   have 

therefore,    that    the    papers    of    Dr.  expressed   a    different    opinion,    and 

Holland,with  the  title  above  mentioned,  believe   that  the   diseases  called  the 

were  perused  by  me  as  thev  appeared  **  grinders'  rot"  and  "  tubercular  phthi- 

in  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal,  sis"  are  essentially  identical.     It   is 

and  it  was  with  equal,  perhaps  even  this  question  which  I  had  hoped  to 

greater  interest,  that  they  were  ex-  have  seen  decided  by  the  observation 

amined  since  they  have  been  printed  and   necroscopic    researches    of    Dr. 

in  a  collected  form.    The  reader  can-  Holland.    It  is  this  question,  really 

not,  I  think,  fail  to  be  pleased,  and  in-  very  important  in  a  hygienic  point  of 

deed,  surprised,  at  the  amount  of  time  view,  upon  which  information  is  yet 

and  labour  which  the  author  has  evi-  needed.    It  is  the  morbid  anatomy  of 

den^l^  devoted  to  the  subject  generally  ;  the  diseases  of  the  lungs  or  bronchial 

and  more  particularly  at  the  lar^e  col-  tubes,  occurring  among  the  grinders, 

lection  of  statistical  facts  which  he  has  that  requires  elucidation.    It  is  this 

presented  to  the  world.    It  must,  how-  inquiry  which  1  conceive  may  throw 

ever,  be  acknowledged,  that  on  both  some  additional  light  upon  the  still 
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obscuK  question  of  the  pathology  of  follow;    both    are  almost  co-existent 

tubercular  deposition.    But,  unlortu-  from  the  first.    We  will  briefly  sketch 

natelv,  it  is  this  very  question  upon  the  difference   observed   in   the    two 

which  the  views  of  Dr.  Holland  appear  classes  in  the  advanced  stase  of  the 

to  be  indefinite,  and  his  statements  in-  disease.    In  the    one,  in  wnich    the 

complete.    His  facts,  indeed,  appear  to  cough  is  the  early  and  prominent  sy mp- 

point  in  one  direction,  and  his  opinions  tom,  there  is  less  emaciation  of  the 

in  another.    Should  two  persons  or  body,  a  less  tendency  either  to  diar- 

parties  be  engaged  in  public  discussion  rhoea  or  to  hectic,  and  the  breathing  is 

upon  the  pathology  of  tubercles  and  much  more  oppressed  than  in  the  other, 

of  phthisis,  and  slK>uld  they  differ  as  to  and  the  expectoration  is  often  exceed- 

the  cause  of  the  deposition  of  these  ingly  copious.    The  chest  also  exhibits 

bodies,  or  the  formation  of  this  disease,  considerable   anterior  rotundity,    and 

each  party  mi^ht,  as  it  appears  to  me,  even  when  there  is  unequivocal  evi- 

quote  Dr.  Hofland  in  support  of  his  dence  of  a  structural  change  in  the  pul- 

particular  views.    The  one  might  rest  monary  tissue,  the  sound  emitted  on 

upon  his  obscurely  expressed  opinions,  percussion    is    particularly    sonorous, 

wnile  the  other  might  fairly  advance  There  is  much  neater  suffering,  and 

his  facts  in  support  of  an  entirely  dif-  greater  anxiety,  depicted  in  the  countc- 

ferent  or  even  opposite  line  of  argument,  nance  in  conjunction  with  these  symp- 

I  am  desirous  not  in  any  way  to  misre-  toms,  than  in  those  incorporated  in 

present  the  author,  and  shall  therefore  the    other   class.     And    further,    the 

quote  his  own  words  in  support  of  m^  tongue,   and    the  mucous  membrane, 

assertion ;  I  am,  at  the  same  time,  parti-  show,  in  most  instances,  a  very  slight 

cularlv  desirous  that  he  should  not  re-  departure  from  the  condition  of  health, 

gard  nis  present  commentator  in  the  Diarrhoea  is   seldom  present,    except 

light  of  an  unfriendly  critic,  but  that,  when  chronic  inflammatory  mischief 

on  the  contrary,  he  should  view  him  as  has  lon^  existed  in  some  of  the  impor- 

one  who  highly  estimates  what  he  has  taut  abdominal  viscera."     In  page  27 

already  done,  and  who  hopes  hereby  to  he  says,  of  the  same  form  of  complaint, 

invite  him  to  extend  his  inquiries  so  as  '*  We  have  no  hesitation  in    stating 

to  render  his  own  conclusions  more  de-  that  the  sound  (on  percussing  the  chest) 

finite,  and  to  fix,  upon  the  secure  foun-  is    frequently    much  louder  than    in 

dation  of  a  large  collection  of  facts,  the  health.    In  all  the  individuals  in  whom 

morbid  anatomy  of  the  diseases  of  the  we  have  found  this  particularly  marked, 

lungs  induced  by  mechanical  causes.  shortness  of  breathing,  and  a  distress- 

The  establishment  of  the  true  patho-  ing  cough,  have  always  been  present, 

logy  of  the  complaint  to  which  finders  The  co^gh  has  generally  existed  for 

are  especially  prone  appears  still  to  be  years.    On  this  subject  we  speak  from 

a  desideratum.     The    author    states,  extensive  investigations.    On  applying 

indeed,  that  it  presents  two  very  distinct  the  ear,  or  stethoscope,  to  the  chest,  the 

varieties ;  though  he  appears  to  regard  respiration  is    exceedingly   loud    and 

both  as  only  different  K)rms  of  one  and  bronchial  in  its  character.     The  or- 

the  same  disease.    Thus  (p.  24),  he  dinary  sounds  of  inspiration  and  expi- 

says,  '*  In  some  we  have  tne  leading  ration  are   sometimes    not  heard,  or 

symptoms  of  ordinary  tubercular  con-  very  indistinctly,  and  this  peculiarity 

sumption ;    in  others,    extensive  pul-  of  the  respiration  is  often  detected,  in 

monary  degeneration,  associated  with  various  degrees,  throughout  both  lungs, 

striking  modifications  of  the  symptoms,  and  when  once  heard  the  peculiarity  of 

In  the  one  class,  which  will  contain  a  it  cannot  be  mistaken.    Accompanying 

majority  of  the  sufferers,  a  distressing  this  symptom  is  the  prominence  of  the 

or  urgent  cangh  has  generally  existed  chest,  a  condition  which  is  very  obvious, 

for  years ;  in  the  other  the  cough  has  when  compared  with  the  development 

been  of  much  shorter  duration,  and  of  the  thorax  in  cases  where  the  pul- 

slighter    in  degree,  and   has   seldom  monary  defeneration  is  not  associated 

excited  the  attention  of  the  artisan  with  this  kind  of  respiration.    Among 

until  the  breathing  has  become  short  the  grinders  suffering  from  the  occupa- 

and  difficult.  tion,  the  aged^that  is,  persons  from 

"  In  the  one  class,  the  cough  long  forty  to  fifty-five  years  old, — generally 

precedes  the  disordered  respiration ;  in  present  this  symptom  if  they  have  been 

the  other  it  cannot  justly  be  said  to  long  subject  to  violent  cough.*'    <'  In 
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the  other  class  (he  says,  page  25,)  in  cause  of  tubercles,  they  are  found  id 

which  the  cough  is  scarcely  recognised  numerous  cases  in  the  lungs  of  erinders, 

by  the  artisan  previously  to  the  breath-  and  can  be  traced  to  the  inhdation  of 

ing  becoming  short,  the  body  rapidly  dust." 

emaciates,  the  expectoration  is  less  Yet  at  other  parts  of  his  work,  he 
copious,  the  chest  is  somewhat  con-  appears  clearly  to  consider  the  character 
tracted  and  flat,  and  on  percussion  nstic  peculianties  in  the  diseased  lungs 
emits  a  duller  sound,  though  often  to  a  of  gnnders  to  consist  in  dilatation  of 
considerable  extent  sonorous,  than  the  tubes  and  emphysema  of  the  pul- 
when  the  cough  has  long  preceded  the  monary  tissue.  It  is  to  be  lamented 
dyspnoea.  In  both  classes  tubercles  that  the  work  is  not  better  arranged, 
are  found  in  the  lungs,  though  by  no  that  it  contains  so  many  repetitions, 
means  invariably  in  cases  in  which  the  and  that  the  patholo|:ical  views  of  the 
cough  was  the  principal  distressing  author  are  so  uncertainly,  variably,  and 
symptom  for  years."  indefinitely  expressed.  He  is  clearly 
Now,  it  must  be  obvious  to  all  w^o  in  error  when  he  states  (p.  45),  referring 
are  conversant  with  the  symptoms  and  to  the  first  class  of  cases,  "  The  associa- 
physical  signs  of  diseases  of  the  lun^  tion  of  these  symptoms  can  be  common 
on  a  large  scale,  and  who  are  also  m  occurrences  only  where  the  healthy 
the  habit  of  examining  a  large  number  and  robust  constitution  is  exposed  to 
of  bodies  after  death,  tnat  Dr.  Holland's  the  inhalation  of  gritty  particles."  He 
former  class  of  cases,  which,  he  says,  appears,  indeed,  himself  afterwards  to 
''will  contain  the  majority,"  are  in  allow  that  they  may  arise  indepen- 
fact  examples  of  chronic  bronchitis,  den tly  of  such  causes,  as  he  says,  when 
dilated  tubes,  and  emphysema  of  the  speaking  of  saw  grinders  (p.  95),  "In 
lungs :  the  very  disease  which  has  this  branch  there  are  only  four  affected 
hitherto  been  generally  supposed  to  with  the  disease  peculiar  to  grinders, 
constitute  the  "  grinders'  rot ;"  but  of  and  these  cases  are  more  likely  to  have 
which  there  has  not  hitherto  appeared  arisen  from  exposure  to  wet  and  cold 
any  evidence  so  decisive  as  that  afforded  than  from  the  inhalation  of  dust."  I 
by  Dr.  Holland.  This  evidence  is  cer-  can  myself  assure  the  author,  from  oft 
tainly  not  the  less  important  and  con-  repeated  experience,  as  not  a  week,  or 
elusive  because  it  appears  to  have  been  scarcely  a  day,  passes  but  such  cases 
accidental  and  unintentional.  I  say  come  under  my  notice,  that  not  only  are 
unintentional,  because  Dr.  Holland  persons  who  are  exposed  to  the  inhala- 
seems  to  consider  both  classes  of  cases  tion  of  particles  floating  in  the  air, 
as  merely  different  forms  of  phthisis,  whether  mineral,  animal,  or  vegetable, 
and  quotes  Dr.  Hastings'  work  on  liable  to  precisely  similar  symptoms, 
bronchitis,  to  show  that  tney  vary  from  and  present  exactly  the  same  physical 
the  chronic  form  of  that  complaint,  signs,  but  that  they  occur  as  the  very 
The  view  herein  entertained  of  the  common  consequences  of  the  bronchial 
nature  of  the  first  class  of  cases  is  con-  affection  following  measles,  and  more 
firmed  by  the  author  having  observed  especially  of  hooping-cough  in  child- 
after  death  "  enlargement  of  the  bron-  hood. 

chial  tubes  and  an  expansion  of  the  Dr.  C.  Holland,  while  speaking  of 
pulmonary  tissue  as  among  the  most  the  morbid  appearances  presented  by 
important  structural  changes." — (Paee  the  lung,  mentions  some  which  he  re- 
12).  It  is  true,  as  I  have  previously  gardsas  peculiar  to ''grinders' phthisis." 
quoted,  he  says,  "  in  botti  classes  rreviously,  however,  to  any  real  pecu- 
tubercles  are  found  in  the  lungs,"  but  liarity  being  recognized  and  acknow- 
he  adds,  "  though  by  no  means  invari*  ledged  to  exist  therein,  it  should  be 
ably  in  cases,"  &c.  &c. ;  and  in  a  former  clearly  stated  whether  he  has  or  has 
part  of  his  work  (p.  12),  he  states,  not,  in  his  account,  conjoined  the  ap- 
"This  form  of  complaint  is  no  certain  pearances  presented  by  each  of  the  two 
protection  against  the  inroads  of  further  clastet  of  disease  which  are  essentially 
pulmonary  degeneration,  as  tuber-  distinct.  He  mentions,  for  example, 
cles,  hepatization,  or  other  structural  the  frequent  occurrence  of  pleuritic  ad- 
changes."  That  he  believes  the  ^nders  hesions  and  other  indications  of  by- 
are  especially  liable  to  phthisis  seems  gone  inflammatory  attacks.  These  are, 
evident  from  the  following  sentence  according  to  general  experience,  ex- 
(page    14),    "  Whatever  may  be   the  cecdingly  common  in  ordinary  tuber- 
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colar  phthisis,  but  oomparatively  rare  after  death  are  absolutely  necessary, 
in  chronic  bronchitis.  Again,  he  speaks  The  direction  of  the  inquiry  which  1 
of  the  great  yenous  congestions  occurr-  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  the 
ing  generally  throughout  thelungSyOrin  consideration  of  the  author  will  be  in- 
defined  portions  of  these  organs.  This,  dicated  by  the  sncceedine  observations. 
I  conceive,  will  be  generally  acknow-  It  has  been  remarked  by  others,  and 
ledged  to  be  constantly  met  with  in  it  has  long  been  observed  by  myself, 
bronchitis  and  emphysema ;  but  not  that  though  in  tubercular  phthisis  cer- 
to  be  very  commonly  seen  in  genuine  tain  small  defined  portions  of  the  lung 
phthisis.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  may  be  affected  to  a  very  great  extent 
state  of  the  heart.  This  is  the  more  with  emphysema,  yet  that  when  the 
remarkable,  as  dilatation,  particularly  of  emphysema  is  general  and  the  tubes 
the  right  side  of  that  organ,  almost  are  dilated,  the  lungs  are  found  es- 
universally  co-exists  with  the  former  pecially  free  from  tubercles.  So  com- 
complaint,  but  is  not  noticed  as  a  monly,  indeed,  has  this  fact  been  pre* 
common  occurrence  in  the  latter.  sented  to  my  notice — so  very  rarely. 

The  conclusions  which  may  be  de-  among  the  yast  number  of  lungs  that 
rived  from  Dr.  Holland's  facts,  then,  I  have  myself  examined,  or  seen  ex- 
appear  to  be,  that  grinders  are  liable  to  amined  after  death,  have  I  seen  tuber- 
two  forms  of  disease,  presenting  re-  cles  in  the  lungs  to  coexist  with  general 
markably  different  symptoms  and  phv-  emphysema  of  those  organs,  that  I  have 
sical  signs  during  fife,  and  probably  long  been  in  the  habit  of  regarding  the 
followed  by  various  morbid  appearances  presence  of  the  latter  almost  in  the 
after  death.  Both  these  forms  of  com-  light  of  a  safeguard  against  the  former, 
plaint,  however.  Dr.  Holland  seems  to  Persons  who  during  childhood  have 
regard  as  only  varieties  of  phthisis,  sufferedseverelyfrom  pertussis,  and  who 
In  both  he  speaks  of  **  cavities  and  de-  during  their  youth  and  manhood  have 
generation  of  the  lungs.*'  been  more  or  less  frequently  troubled 

Considerable  darkness  and  doubt,  with  cough  and  bronchorhc&a,  are,  as 
notwithstanding  the  extended  labours  age  advances,  affected,  not  with  tuber- 
of  the  author,  still  involve  the  true  cular,  but  with  emphysematous  lungs ; 
pathology  of  the  disease  familiarly  or  what  is  commonly  called  asthma, 
known  as  "  pointers'  asthma"  or  With  this  are  generally  combined  dila- 
"  grinders'  tot."  This  darkness  I  tation  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  en- 
would  respectfully  invite  Dr.  Holland,  largement  of,  particularly  the  ri^ht  side 
by  enlai*ging  the  sphere  of  his  in-  of,  the  heart.  The  same  may,  I  believe, 
ouiries,  to  assist  in  dispelling ;  this  be  said  of  persons  affected  from  their 
doubt  I  would  solicit  him,  by  extending  youth  or  infancy  with  contorted  spine 
his  observations,  to  remove,  as  from  his  and  consequent  malformation  of  the 
position  among  the  grinders  of  Shef-  thorax,  who  have  been  supposed,  but  I 
field,  the  interest  he  has  already  ex-  think  quite  erroneously  supposed,  to  be 
hibited  in  their  welfare,  and  the  inves-  especially  prone  to  consumption.  The 
tigations  in  which  he  has  already  complain  tofwhich  they  most  commonly 
engaged,  he  appears  to  be  especially  die  is  not  consumption,  but  emphysema, 
fitted  for  the  purpose.  By  effecting  and  consequent  dilated  heart,  ascites, 
this,  the  author  may  not  only  render  hydro-thorax, andpulmonary apoplexy; 
essential  service  to  the  pathologist  in  the  whole  of  which  appear  to  be  in 
removing  a  portion  of  the  uncertainty  great  measure 'the  purely  mechanical 
which,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  effects  of  obstruction  to  the  passage  of 
been  written,  still  appertains  to  the  site  blood  through  the  emphysematous 
and  morbid  anatomy  of  tubercles,  but  lung ;  a  condition  which,  at  least  in 
he  may  possibly,  and  not  yery  impro-  manycases,  is  itsclfa  simple  mechanical 
bably,  confer  a  very  important  benefit  effect  of  long-continued  bronchial  dis- 
upon  mankind  at  large,  by  clearly  es-  order. 

tablishing,  from  facts  collected  upon  a  I  have  stated  that  the  presence  of 
very  large  scale,  some  of  the  exciting  long-standing  bronchitis  and  emphy- 
causes  of  tubercles,  and  some  of  the  sema,  has  very  rarely  indeed,  in  my  ex- 
circumstances  which  oppose  or  prevent  perience,  been  associated  with  tubercles, 
their  deposition.  1  trust  that  it  will  not  hence  be  inferred 

To  eflect  this  purpose  large  numbers  that  I  suppose  that  the  induction  of 

and  frequent  and  minute  dissections  emphysema  (if  even  it  could  be  as- 
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suredly  induced  by  an  artificial  process),  stated  by  Dr.  Holland.   Independently, 

is  followed  by  the  removal  of  tubercles  therefore,  of  any  other  evidence  than 

already  existing,  and  more  especially  that  afforded  by  nis  book,  it  is  clear  that 

that  I  at  all  believe,  according  to  the  the  induction  of  catarrh  or  bronchitis 

asserted  theory  of  a  metropolitan  phy-  cannot  be  properly  or  consistently  pre- 

fiician,  that  the  pressure  of  a  lung  in-  scribed  as  a  remedy,  and  much  less  as 

creased  in  bulk  by  the  enlargement  of  a  cure,  for  phthisis  pulmonalis. 

its  cells  ever  does,  or  can,   cause  the 

walls  of  tubercular  cavities  to  adhere,  MEDICAL  EVIDENCE  IN  BELANEY'S 
and  thus  lead  to  the  cure  of  advanced  CASE 

consumption.  The  appearances  so  con-  ' 

fidently  brought  forward  in  support  of       _  ^-    _  _.^       . ._    __  ..    ,  ^  ^  ^^ 
this  dogma  can    be  sufficiently   and       ^  '*«  ^^'^  ^'*«  ^*''«^«'  ^^*"'- 
satisfactorily  explained,  quite  indepen-  Sir, 

dently  of  such  an  improbable  supposi-  Will  you  do  me  the  favour  of  inserting 

Uon.  this  letter  in  as  early  a  number  of  your 

In  conclusion,  then,  I  will  inquire  of  journal  as  may  be  convenient ;  it  is  an 

Dr.  C.  Holland —  answer  to  one  I  have  just  seen,  and 

1st.  Whether  in  the  class  of  cases  .which  appeared  in  the  Herald  of  the 

which  he  has  observed  to  be  accom-  17th  inst.,  purporting  to  be  a  review  of 

panied  with  emphysema  of  the  lung  the  medical  evidence  &;iven  by  myself 

and  dilatation  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  Dr.  Thomson  at  the  late  trial  of 

tubercles  aenerallv  exist  in  the  lunes.  Belaney,  and  accusing  us  of  having 

2dly.  If  tubercles  ever  exist  when  allowed  ourselvet  to  be  directed  by  gene- 

the  emphysema  is  universal.  ral  evidence,  of  having  assumed  torong 

3dly.  Whether  what  he  has  termed  premises,  and  draton  conclusions  from 

"  cavities    and    degeneration    of    the  them  which  were  not  warranted :  three 

lung"  in  these  cases,  really  appertain  charges,  sufficiently  grave  and  serious 

to  the   pulmonary  tissue  itself,    and  to  call  for  a  reply,  especially  as  they  are 

whether  the  cavities  may  not  possibly  put  forth  by  a  medical  professor  under 

have  been  sections  of  the  bulbous  ex-  the  form  of  a  scientific  aissertation.    I 

tremities  of  dilated  tubes,  instead  of  can,  and  do,  sympathise  with  the  Rev. 

tubercular  abscesses  or  small  vomicee,  Belaney,  and  hope  that  no  word  or 

from  which  I  know  by  experience  they  act  of  mine  will  give  a  tone  to  the 

are  not  easily  distinguishable,  without  general  impressions  which  are  every- 

very  minute  examination.  where  formed  respecting  the   unfor- 

4thly.  Whether  tubercular,  or  what  tunate  death  of  his  brother's  wife ;  and 

he  denominates  "  hereditar]^  phthisis,"  I  assure  him  that  I  was  actuated  by 

is  really  more,  or  whether  it  is  less,  the  same  feelings  when  I  entered  the 

common  among  grinders  than  among  Court  to  give  evidence  at   the  trial, 

other  ^Tsons  placed  in  precisely  similar  being  convinced  that  general  reports 

circumstances  in  respect  to  food,  cloth'  neither  did,  nor  could,  come  within 

tug,  confinement,  position  of  the  body,  the  scope  of  my  inquiries,  which  had 

and  hereditary  predisposition,  reference  merely  to  the  medical  facts  ; 

The  whole  of  these,  it  will  be  at  once  and  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  these, 

seen,  resolve  themselves  into  the  single  and  removing  every  tittle  of  doubt  or 

Question  of  the  constant  irritation  of  objection  which  ingenuity  misht  raise 

the  bronchial  lining  membrane  from  against  them,  I  had  instituted  experi- 

mechanical  causes,  and  the  consequent  ments  under  every  variety  of  form  and 

production  of  dilatation  and  emphy-  circumstance,  the  results  of  which,  and 

sema,  being  favourable  to,  or  actually  not   of  any  readings   or    hearsay,  I 

opposing,  the  deposition  of  the  bodies  detailed  honestly  and  as  clearly  as  I 

called  tubercles,  or  other  unorganizable  could  to  the  jury,  never  allowing  myself 

matter,  upon  the  presence  of  which  for  one  moment  to  be  swayed  by  a 

in   the  lung  true  phthisis  essentially  double-meaning  question,  or  by  any 

depends.  party  feeling ;    and  it  must  also  be 

That  the  existence  of  such  irritation  remembered  that  I  was  not  unaccus- 

doesnotnecessarily  pre  vent  the  develop-  tomed  to  such  investigations,  but  that 

mentor  softening  of  these  bodies  or  this  the  circumstances  of  my  position  had 

matter  when  already  existing  in  the  for  many  ^ears  demanded  an  almost 

lungs,  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the  facts  daily  exammation  into  them. 
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Among  the  wrone  conclusions  with  recover  his  wife,  and  we  are  asked 
which  Dr.  Glover  charges  us,  are  the  whether  the  remedies  for  prussic  acid 
following : — He  says,  I  had  no  ri^ht  to  are  generally  known  in  the  profession  ? 
assume  that  the  cry  of  Mrs.  Belaney  To  which  we  reply,  that  they  should  be, 
was  a  shriek,  or  that  it  was  the  effect  inasmuch  as  the^  are  everywhere 
of  the  poison.  Now  I  do  not  know  taught;  and  I  think  that  we  were 
that  I  nave  anywhere  made  such  an  warranted  in  making  such  a  reply, 
assumption.  It  is  merely  asked  of  me,  when  it  is  remembered  that  for  sixteen 
whether  animals,  under  the  influence  years  or  upwards  they  have  been 
of  prussic  acid,  do  not  cr^  out?  To  publicly  and  emphatically  taught  in 
which  I  answer— -ye«,  that  it  is  a  con-  our  schools,  and  are  constantly  being 
stant  effect :  and  then  it  is  inquired  of  brought  before  the  profession  in  one 
me  whether,  after  this  cry,  there  would  form  or  another ;  that  we  have  pro- 
be a  possibility  of  walking  to  bed  and  fessed  works  and  journals,  and  charts,  to 
telling  the  cause  of  the  disaster  ?  To  teach  them  to  us ;  and  if  Dr.  Glover's 
which  I  replv,  **  Certainly  not!  for  "  old  and  youn^  acquaintances,  who  are 
after  the  shnek  all  sensibility  and  volir  in  active  practice,"  do  not  happen  to 
tion  cease."  And  Dr.  Thomson  con-  knowthem,itcansurely  never  palliate, 
firms  my  statement.  This  was  no  an-  or  in  any  way  remove  the  culpaoility  of 
swer  given  hastily  and  inconsiderately,  the  charge  of  gross  neglect  and  igno- 
but  sought  for  amidst  multitudes  of  ex-  ranee ;  nor  can  it  be  admitted  as  an 
periments  and  observations ;  nor  is  it  argument  of  the  universality  of  such 
m  any  way  invalidated  b}r  the  case  ignorance:  if  it  did,  Heaven  knows, 
quoted  from  Christison,  or,  indeed,  by  there  is  necessity  enough  for  reform  in 
any  case  within  my  knowledge  that  our  profession ;  but  most  singularly, 
has  ever  been  upon  record.  There  can  when  Dr.  Glover  finds  it  convenient  to 
be  no  doubt,  as  this  and  other  cases  make  Belaney  a  judicious  looker-on,  he 
show,  of  a  capability  of  speaking  after  ai^es  for  the  propriety  of  his  conduct, 
the  exhibition  of  the  poison  ;  but  this  and  savs,  that  when  he  stood  by  ready 
is  not  the  argument;  it  is,  whether  with  his  lancet,  he  was  acting  in  accord- 
there  can  be  conversation  qfier  the  ancewith  the  views  of  Orfila,  Christison, 
shriek — which  I  maintain  is  impossible.  Magendie,  and  others.  And  why,  may  I 
With  respect  to  the  other  question,  ask,  did  he  not  further  act  in  accordance 
whether  Mrs.  Belaney's  cry  was  a  mere  with  common  affection  and  common 
call  to  her  husband,  or  a  scream  result-  honesty,  and  try  to  save  her  P  To 
ing  from  the  poison,  I  have  never  of-  crown  the  whole  of  this  part  of  Dr. 
fered  an  opinion,  although  Mr.  Garrett  Glover's  review,  he  tells  us  that  we 
stated  in  his  evidence  that  Belaney  do  not  know  the  remedies  ourselves;  not- 
told  him  it  was  a  scream,  withstanding  the  whole  tenor  of  our 

Again,  according  to  the  husband's  evidence,  that  she  might  have  been 

statement,    Mrs.  Belaney    called    the  saved. 

drink  hot ;  and  I  am  asked,  if  prussic  Lastly,  as  regards  our  opinion,  that 

acid  has  a  hot  taste  P  and  reply,  "  No ;  a  smell  would  exist  for  some  time  in  the 

that  its  taste  is  bitter."     I  have  tasted  room  where  prussic  acid  had  been  spilt, 

it  again  and  againj  and  on  two  occa-  Dr.  Glover  expresses  his  dissent  in  toto, 

sions  in  quantities  sufficiently  laree  to  although  it  has  been  stated  that  m^ 

produce    faintness;    yet    Dr.    Glover  conclusions  were  drawn  from  expen- 

maintains,bv  an  unnecessary,  an  inap-  ments  made  under  circumBtances   as 

plicable,  and  a  most  unlearned  disser-  nearly  as  possible  like  those  of  the  case 

tation  upon   the   chlorides,  bromides,  in  question ;  and  in  conclusion,  without 

and  iodides  of  cyanogen,  that  it  must  staying  to  comment   on  the  pseudo- 

be  hot, — though  I  cannot  see  how  this  scientific  .character  of  the  review,  meant 

affects  the  matter  of  fact  arrived  at  by  evidently  to  catch  the  popular  ear.    I 

myself  and  another,  who  is  nearly  the  will  merely  express  a  wish  that  it  had 

only  individual  who  has  lived  to  record  been  written  with  a  more  *'  conscientious 

that  its  taste  is  inexpressibly  bitter,  spirit,^' — I  am,  sir, 

In  next  part  of  the  review.  Dr.  Glover  Your  obedient  servant, 

pronounces  our  answers  to  be  an  out-  Henrt  Lethebv,  M.B. 

rageous  piece  of  cruelty.  It  was  known  Lecturer  on  Chemiitpr  at  the 

that  Belanev,  although  he  called  him-  ^  .       «          ^  London  Hospital, 

self  a  mediial  man,  used  -no  efforts  to  "'  ^'^^8^'  Square,  Oct.  si.  i844. 
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EXPERIMENTS  ON  THE  given  off  during  this  period  was  as  * 

FORMATION    OR    SECRETION    OF  gj-^^^l-  ^^-    r^c^^^  ^ 

CARBON  BY  ANIMALS,  ^^d  to  268  grains. 

THB  DxsAPPBAaAKCB  OF  HTDBOOEN  AND        Dcsirous  of  rcducing  the  weight  of 

OXYGEN,  AND  THE  oENEKATioN  OF  thc  caibon  comprised  in  these  animals 

HEAT  DUBiNo  THE  PROCESS.  as  low  as  possible,  without  depriving 

Uiem  of  life,  they  were  placed  under 

TO  tke EiiU. ^ik. Me^  GasetU.  e^^^riment  f«  "g'^^" '^"-[^f^ 

Sir,  made  into  a  thin  pulpy  mass  with  50 
In  a  former  communication  I  etated  grains  of  water,-a  mixture  which  has 
how  experiments  may  be  made  which  a  very  reducing  effect  upon  these  kmd 
prove  tfiat  animals  secrete  carbon.  On  of  animals.  They  were  also  placed 
this  occasion  I  purpose  describing  ex-  between  the  hours  of  5  am.  and  10  p.m., 
Crimen"  from  wfiich  it  may  1^  in-  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour,  near  the 
ferred  that  this  formation  or  secretion  top  of  an  inverted  glass  jar,  contente 
of  carbon  is  accompanied  with  the  dis-  206  cubic  inches  5  atmosDhenc  corn- 
appearance  of  hydtogen  and  oxygen,  munication  being  cut  offl)y  mercurjr, 
aSrc  generation  ofW.  During  the  first  &y  they  were  kept  in 
Two  young  mice,  the  one  weighing  this  situaUon  for  half  an  hour,  and  dur- 
210  and  the  othe^  218  grains,  were  ing  the  rest  of  the  period  for  an  hour 
placed  in  a  round  wire  trap,  five  inches  each  Ume.  i.  *u  -  1 
fn  diameter,  and  suppUel  with  bread  In  the  morning,  when  the  animal^ 
and  water  only.  Dunne  the  first  six  were  in  a  state  of  repose,  the  volume  of 
weekl  therwere  supplied  each  day  carbonic  acid  they  gave  off  was  compa- 
weew  »ney J^       of'^'bread,   slightly  ratively  small.     In  the  night,  when 

moLned  w^  water,  and  c'ontafning  they  were  »>*»y»  """t  ^"^^^It'N^": 

•i9-7   grains  of  carbon.     The  mean  lume  was  comparatavely  great.     The 

weight  of  carbon  in  the  respired  air  mean  volume  was,  for  the 

First  twenty-four  hour. .     .  8.9  oabic  inches  per  hTmdied,  213-6  cubic  inches  per  diem. 

Second  twenty-four  hours  .  6-6      "  "  !»»;*  „  ,.        „ 

Third  twenty-four  hours     .  54      "  "« *  

Second  twenty-four  hours  .  5-0     "  "  ""  ° 

Total  .  .561*6  cubic  inches,  contain- 
ing  73-4  grains  of  carbon.  The  weight  much  water  as  they  would  lap  from  ^^ 
of  the  tw^imals  was,  after  the  &8t  drop  tube.  In  the  six  days  they  con- 
thirty  h^uw;  205  and  217  grains  re-  sumed  780  grains  of  bread  corUamin^ 
SDCctW^  ind,  at  the  expiration  of  2106  grains  of  carbon,  and  from  100 
JKS^.foSr  hours,  178  and  194  to  110  grains  of  water;  increased  m 
S^nsfthVonehaving  lo8t64,  and  the  weight  to£6  and  276  ^^^^^ 
other  74  OTftins  in  weieht.  parted  to  the  atmosphere  -«y  7  grains 
Fj/rix^LysK^  period  they  of  carbon.  .  The  increase  m  weight, 
wprranonlied  three  times  a  day  with  and  the  weight  of  carbon  m  the  re- 
l^mnTh^X  i^^^^^  •tate  of  spired  air  in  each  twenty-four  hours, 
moisture,  as  they  could  eat ;  and  as  was  as  under  :— 

Weight  of  mice.  Carbon  in  reapired  air. 


First  twenty-four  hours  . 
Second  twenty-four  hours 
Third  twenty-fonr  hours . 
Fourth  twenty-four  hours 
Fifth  twenty-four  hours  . 
Sixth  twenty-four  hours  . 


227  and  242  grains  .     .     .  339  grains. 

230  and  248     "  ...  395      " 

240  and  255     "  ...  43';*      " 

246  and  259     "  ...  433 

252  and  268     "  ...  440 

256  and  276     "  ...  456 


tt 
It 

41 


249' 7  grains. 

At  the  end  of  the  sixth  day  the    f"' t*%^y«- 'gfe^'Si*  *ThetholJ 
heavier  animal.  wMch  was  of^compa-    «  ^^^t  <.^lf r*'     l*l*in  a 
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Dry  Mouse. 

Per  cent. 

Carbon 

.     53-02 

Hydrogen  . 

.       7-19 

Oxygen      . 

.     18*50 

Nitrogen     . 

.     11-19 

Ashes    .     . 

.     1010 

Mouse  before  Drying. 

Whole  weight     Carbon 45-91 

45-91  Hydrogen  and  oxygen  as  in  water  .  207-45 

6*23  Hydrogen  in  excess 4-20 

.     1602  Nitrogen 969 

•       959  Ashes 8-75 

.       8-75  


100. 


86-6 


276- 


The  other  animnl,  which  was  of  ac-  each  day,  for  four  days  ;  and  kept  one 

live  habits,  was  allowed  to  remain  at  day  and  six  hours  without  any  food, 

rest  for  two   days,  having  as  much  During  this  period  it  was  kept,  as  above 

hread  and  water  as  it  would  consume,  described,  within  a  glass  jar,  atmosphe- 

but  did  not  increase  in  weight.    It  was  ric  communication  being  cut  off  by 

afterwards  supplied  with  a  very  spar-  mercury,  and  gave   the  following  re- 

ing  quantity  of  food,  consisting  of  ten  suits  :— 
grains  of  bread  and  ten  grains  of  water 

Weight  of  mouse. 
First  twenty-four  hours  .  .  .  235  . 
Second  twenty-four  hours  .  .  217  . 
Third  twenty-four  hours ...  196  . 
Fourth  twenty-four  hours  .  .  182  . 
Fifth  thirty  hours 169     . 


Carbon  in  the 

Decrease. 

Food.       Respired  air.     Increase. 

.     21     .     . 

none      .     .    2*13     .     . 

,     21-3 

.     18     .     . 

2-7  grs.      .     15-9     .     . 

.     13-2 

.     21     .     . 

2-7    "        .     11-8     .     . 

9-1 

.     14     .  <  . 

2-7    "        .       7-7    . 

50 

.     13     .     . 

2-7    "        .       7-0    .     . 

4-3 

The  animal  in  this  reduced  state  was 
killed,  and  dried  in  the  manner  above 


Carbon 
Hydrogen 
Oxygen 
Nitrogen    , 
Ashes    .     . 

Dry  Mouse. 
Per  cent. 
.     .     43-70     . 
.     .       5-82     . 
.     .     20-72     . 
.     .     13-36     . 
.     .     16-40     . 

Whole  weight 
.     22-50 
300 
.     10-67 
.       6-88 
.       8-45 

10-8  63-7  52-9 

described,  when  its  weight  was  51-5 
grains,  and  was  constituted  of — 

Mouse  beporb  it  was  dried. 
Carbon 22-50 

Hydrogen  and  oxygen  as  in  water   .  129*50 

Hydrogen  in  excess 1  *67 

Nitrogen 6-88 

Ashes 8*45 


100- 


51-5 


The  experiments  were  conducted  in 
the  following  manner.  All  foreign 
supply  of  food  was  cut  off  by  keeping 
the  animals  in  a  wire  trap,  out  of  which 
they  were  never  taken,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  being  weighed,  which  was 
performed  in  a  few  minutes.  They 
were  fed  with  average  samples  of  crust 
and  crumb  of  bread,  weighed  when 
new,  and  kept  in  its  moist  condition 
under  an  inverted  ^lass,  which  also 
covered  a  cup  containing  water.  These 
samples  of  bread  were  not  separately 
analysed ;  but  the  highest  per  centage 
of  carbon  obtained  by  analysing  other 
samples  of  this  kind  of  bread,  was  cal- 
culated for  in  these  experiments.  The 
weight  of  carbon  in  the  respired  air 
was  obtained  by  calculation  from  the 
volume  of  carlionic  acid,  which  was 
determined  by  removing  with  a  svringe 
samples  of  the  air  from  within  the  in- 
verted glass  jar,  at  the  end  of  each  pe- 
riod of  the  animals*  confinement  in  the 
limited  atmosphere,  transferring  this 


169- 

air  to  apparatus  standing  over  mercury 
in  which  -nAny  of  its  volume  could  be 
read,  absorbing  the  carbonic  acid  by 
liquor  potassse,  making  the  necessary 
barometric  and  thermometric  correc- 
tions, and  an  allowance  for  the  carbo- 
nic acid  in  the  common  atmosphere 
of  ^  of  its  volume*.  The  weight  of 
the  animals  was  obtained  by  placing 
the  trap  in  a  gauze  bag,  in  which  they 
were  separately  weighed  after  removins^ 
the  trap.  The  trap  was  then  cleaned, 
and  the  animals  returned  to  it  again. 
The  weight  of  each  element  was  deter- 
mined by  a  method  of  analysis  which 
combines  expedition  with  ease  and  ac- 
curacy. 

By  placing  the  results  thus  obtained 
in  tabular  forms,  those  features  which 
more  particularly  claim  attention  at 
the  present  time  will  be  brought  more 
prominently  before  us. 

*  Animals  and  birds  die  in  a  few  hours  on 
being  kept  in  an  atmosphere  Arom  which  all  the 
carbonic  acid  is  immeoiately  removed. 
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Weiffht  of  Weight  of 

mice.          bread. 

grs.           gri. 

Weight  of  Carbon  in 

Bread. 

Respired  Increase, 
air.             grs. 

At  the  commencement      .    .     .    i 

After  six  weeks'  moderate  supply  of  j 

food  ....,...> 
After  eighty-four  hours'  limited  sup-^ 

ply  of  reducing  food  .  .  .  ^ 
After  six  days'  abundant  supply  of^ 

food 5 

After  five  days'  and  a  quarter  sparing^ 

supply  of  food.     One  mouse    .    S 

210  ; 

218  b 
242  ; 
268  S 
178  I 
194  S 
256  p 
276  J 

169  i 

4620 

84 

780 

40 

1247 

22-7 

210-6 

10*8 

1630 

73-4 

249-7 

63-7 

383- 
50-7 
39-1 
52-9 

Total  increase 

525-7 

From  what  is  shown  in  this  table  it 
may  be  inferred  that  these  animals 
have  the  power  of  secreting  carbon; 
and  that  tnis  power  is  constant  whether 
the  animals  are  kept  upon  a  sparing  or 
plentiful  supply  of  food.  The  total 
weight  of  canx)n  secreted  during  the 
penod  they  were  under  ezpenment 
forms  99  per  cent,  of  their  greatest,  and 
141  per  cent,  of  their  least  united 
weights,  and  when  the  weight  of  the 
carbon  in  the  respired  air  is  compared 
with  the  weight  of  the  carbon  in  the 
food,  they  are  to  each  oUier — 

Carbon  in  the  food 100 

Carbon  in  the  respired  air  ...    136 

That  this  secretion  of  carbon  is 
effected  by  the  disappearance  of  hydro- 

§en  and  oxygen,  is  inferred  rather  than 
irectly  "proved  by  the  experiments ; 
we  cannot,  as  with  plants,  m  proving 
that  carbon  and  nitrogen  are  vegetable 
secretions,  keep  the  animals  in  the  same 


limited  atmosphere  for  many  days  or 
weeks  together.  When  the  evidence, 
however,  sought  out  of  these  experi- 
ments is  taken  in  conjunction  with  that 
of  other  experiments,  which  proves  that 
the  change  effected  upon  ttie  atmos- 
phere by  animal  respiration  is  princi- 
pally confined  to  that  of  chan^ng  a 
volume  of  atmospheric  oxygen  into  a 
volume  of  carbonic  acid,  we  may  safely 
draw  the  inference,  that  some  of  that 
hydrogen  and  oxygen  which  forma  a 
portion  either  of  the  foodor  of  the  ani- 
mal itself,  or  of  both,  undergoes  some 
process  of  natural  chemistry,  having 
this  secreted  carbon  as  a  result.  This 
will  become  full^  illustrated  by  calcu- 
lating for  the  weight  of  the  elements  in 
the  two  animals  at  the  different  periods, 
agreeably  to  the  results  obtained  by  the 
andysis,  and  by  drawing  lines  of  com- 
parison in  the  following  manner,  viz. 


The  two  mice  at  the  commencement. 


After  six  weeks 

After  eighty-four  hours 

After  aix  days 

After  five  days  and  a  quarter,  one  mouse 


Garb. 
71-a. 


Hy.  and 

ox.  as  In 

water 

816*6. 


84*8 
49.5 
88*5 
22-5 


382-4 
286-4 
399.5 
122-5 


Hy.in 

ex- 

ceM 

61. 


7-7 
3-7 
8-1 
1-7 


Nitr. 
l7-«. 


17-9 

15-2 

18-7 

8*4 


Ash. 

i6*a. 


17-2 

17-2 

17-2 

8*4 


Total 
49S. 


510 
327 
235 
169 


Which  upon  a  recapitulation  of  the    in  water,  and  the  hydrogen  in  excess, 
carbon,  the  hydrogen,  and  oxygen,  as    gives  for  the 

First  fir  weeir'  moderate  tupply  qffood 

Water*. 
8163 
3234-0^  4180-3 


At  first  Animals 

Bread 

Water 
At  last  Animals 

Respired  air 


Carbon. 


1247 

84-8 
1630 


•S^ 


1714-8 


630-o: 


382-4 


—  3797-9 


Hydrogren 
6    ' 
9 


':^  15-3 


7-7 


—  7-6 


+  396-6 

*  A  considerable  portion  of  water  would  evaporate  lh>m  the  bread  when  in  the  trap,  and  before  it 
was  eaten. 
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Eighty- four  hourn^  reducing  food. 


At  first  Animals    . 

Bread 

Water 
At  last  Animals 

Respired  air 


84-8 
22 


?^  107- 


73^4^  122-9 


382*4 
580  V  610-4 
170-0 


At  first  Animals 

Bread 

Water 
At  last  Animals 

Respired  air    . 


+    15-4 
Six  dag»*  abundant  iupplg  qffbod. 

^^H  2601 
210-6S  ^°"  * 


286-0 


—  324-4 


7-7 


•■li  «•< 


■     •     • 


88-5; 
249-75 


338-2 


+     78-1 


286} 

546  V   932 
100) 

399-5 


—  532-5 


Five  dagt*  and  a  quarter  very  tparing  eupply  qffbod. 


•     • 


At  first  Animals 

Bread 

Water        .     .     . 
At  last  Animals     .     .     . 

Respired  air   .    • 


^^'H  53-4 
63-7^  8^-2 


10- 
22-5; 


+  32-8 


192-6; 
28    >  260*6 
40    ) 

129-0 


—  131-6. 


3*9 

1-7 
—  2-2 


Prom  these  results  we  may  fairly 
draw  the  inference  that  the  secretion  of 
carbon  in  animals  is  accompanied  with 
the  disappearance  of  water  and  hy- 
drogen ;  and  these  results  would  have 
appeared  in  a  still  more  favourable 
lignt  if  the  excrementitious  matter 
had  been  taken  into  account,  which  in 
these  experiments  was  always  mixed 
with  small  crumbs  of  bread.  This 
matter   was    not    analysed ;    but   its 

?uantity,  when  the  animals  are  plenti- 
iilly  supplied  with  food,  forms  about 
seven  per  cent,  of  the  weight  of  bread, 
and  contains  about  thiry-nve  per  cent, 
of  its  weight  of  carbon.  It  formed  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  weight 
of  the  food  consumed  during  the  eighty- 
four  hours  the  animals  were  supplied 
with  food  of  a  reducing  tendency,  but 


a  very  small  proportion  when  the  ani- 
mal was  fed  with  dry  food.  If  we  add 
to  the  plus  quantity  of  carbon  in  the 
above  table,  as  much  carbon  for  that 
contained  in  this  matter  as  will  make 
the  weight  of  that  secreted  during  the 
first  six  weeks  500  grains,  during  the 
eighty-four  hours  24  grains,  during  the 
six  days  96  grains,  and  during  the  five 
days  and  a  quarter  35  grains,  we  may 
consider  this  body  fairly  represented  in 
these  experiments. 

Until  we  have  other  experimental 
evidence  which  more  fully  proves  that 
when  animals  secrete  carbon,  hydrogen 
disappears  in  a  proportion  exceeding 
that  in  which  it  forms  water,  let  us  in 
this  instance  make  our  calculation  as  if 
water  only  disappeared :  we  shall  then 
have  in  the — 


In  the  first  six  weeks    .... 
In  the  eighty-four  hoars 

In  the  six  days 

In  the  five  days  and  a  quarter,  one  mouse 


Hy.  and  ox.  in 

the  animals, 
bread  andwater. 


Carbon  se- 
creted 
therefirom. 


3798 
324 
533 
131 


500 
24 
96 
35 


Hy.  and  ox. 
passed  off  by 
other  means. 


329  grains 
300 
437 
96 


It 

tt 

rt 


The  secretion  of  carbon  resulting 
from  the  disappearance  either  of  hydro- 
gen and  oxygen  in  the  proportions  in 
which  they  form  water,  or  from  the 
former  in  a  higher  proportion,  our 
knowledge  of  the  specific  heats  of 
bodies  leads  us  to  infer  that  heat  will 
be  generated  during  the  secretjve  pro- 


cess ;  and  by  calculating  for  the  heat 

fenerated  by  the  formation  of  the  car- 
onic  acid  in  the  respired  air,  and 
for  that  generated  bv  the  forma- 
tion or  secretion  of  the  carbon  in 
these  experiments,  we  have  the  two 
heats  bearing  the  following  propor- 
tions i^ 
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In  the  six  weeks  .         .         . 
In  the  eightj-foor  hours 
In  the  six  days 
In  the  fi?e  days  and  a  quarter 


Heat  grenerated  by  tte  Heat 
formation  of  carDonic 
acid. 


100 

lod 

100 
100 


l^reneratedbythc 
secretion  of  the 
carbon. 


.325 
346 
412 
590 


Hence  we  infer  that  these  animals 
venerate  from  three  to  six  times  the 
heat  by  the  formation  of  the  carbon 
they  secrete,  as  by  the  formation  of  the 
carbonic  aoid  they  respire;  and  that 
this  secretion  of  carbon,  and  conse- 
quently, generation  ofheat,  is  influenced 
by  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of  food, 
exertion,  and  quiet  and  active  habits. 

I  might  further  observe  that  since 
all  my  experiments,  whether  made  with 
animals  or  with  birds,  prove  that  car- 


bon is  secreted  by  them,  in  proportions 
varying  with  the  circumstances  under 
which  thejr  are  placed,  I  conclude  that 
the  formation  or  secretion  of  carbon  is 
essential  to  the  support  of  animal  life, 
and  that  it  is  a  great  source  of  animal 
heat. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Rioo. 
Oreenford,  Middlesex, 
Sept.  27tb,  1844. 


POINTS  OF  PRACTICE, 
Bt  a.   L.   Wioan,  M.  D. 

0vysn8ivx  bkeath, 

To  th0  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Qazttte, 

Sir, 
Amono  the  diseases  unattended  by  pain 
4ind  dan^r,  there  is  not,  perhaps,  one 
which  ^ves  annoyance  so  severe,  and 
unhappmess  so  intense  and  complicated, 
as  that  selected  for  the  subject  of  the 
present  letter.  I  have  known  it  lead  to 
Buicidej  bv  rendering  the  sufferer  dis- 
trusting where  he  most  wished  to  excite 
interest  and  affection.  Long  does  the 
unhappy  man  resort  to  useless  strata- 

fems,  and  hope  against  conviction  that 
is  malady  is  not  perceived  by  others— 
and  no  one  ventures  to  tell  him  of  a 
defect  so  humiliating.  He  dares  not 
ask  advice  lest  he  should  communicate 
the  knowledge  of  the  fact,  where  he 
still  hopes  it  nasnot  been  perceived,  so 
year  after  year  he  goes  on  in  the  dis- 
heartening consciousness  of  degrada- 
tion, when  perhaps  the  shame  and 
anxietv  might  have  been  relieved  in  a 
single  nour,  had  he  had  the  courage  to 
make  an  open  confession  to  a  man  of 
experience. 

It  is  obvious  that  a  great  many  of 
the  causes  of  this  vexatious  annoyance 
are  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  remedy. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  them,  as 
they  will  suggest  themselves  to  every 
one'. 


Faithful  to  the  plan  I  announced  in 
my  first  letter,  I  shall  confine  myself 
to  the  diseases  and  defects  for  which  I 
can  suggest  a  positive  and  efficient 
remedy.  One  of  the  most  common 
causes  of  offensive  breath,  and  by  far 
the  most  disgusting,  is  removed  with 
the  greatest  ease,  I  cannot  recollect  to 
have  ever  met  with  a  notice  of  it,  and 
the  dislike  of  the  patient  to  complain, 
and  the  surgeon  to  inquire,  may  per- 
haps explain  this. 

The  tonsils,  then,  are  subject  to  a 
peculiar  abscess,  if  it  may  be  so  called — 
the  tumor  is  of  the  kind  called,  formerly, 
melicerous  steatoma,  but  of  its  modern 
name,  in  these  days  of  incessant  change, 
I  know  nothing.  Many  years  elapse 
in  its  progress  to  maturity,  dunne 
which  tne  only  annoyance  experienced 
is  from  the  mechanical  obstacle  to  de- 
glutition, and  to  the  command  of  the 
voice.  From  time  to  time  inflammation 
takes  place,  and  the  usual  incon- 
veniences are  felt  of  quinsy,  not  going 
on  to  complete  suppuration.  The 
glands  increase  in  size  on  each  attack, 
out  generally  subside  again  into  their 
usual  state. 

After  one  of  the  attacks,  however 
(several  weeks  after  the  active  symp- 
toms have  disappeared),  a  small  perfo- 
ration is  formed  by  ulceration,  perhaps 
not  larger  than  the  head  of  a  pin.  From 
time  to  time,  a  small  particle  of  the 
contents  of  the  sac  escapes,  and  pro- 
duces the    most  horrible  stench.      I 
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hsne  more  than  once  known  a  patient 
faint,  from  the  disgust  and  sickness 
I)roduced.  This  is  renewed  time  after 
time,  mon.th  after  month,  and  year  after 
vear,  making  his  life  an  intolerable 
burthen.  The  act  of  swallowing  will 
sometimes  press  out  a  portion  larger 
than  usual,  and  this  will  produce  lung- 
continued  vomiting. 

From  the  humiliation  felt  at  commu~ 
nicating  with  a  friend  or  acquaintance, 
the  BU%reT  usually  resorts  to  a  quack 
doctor,  who,  aided  bv  a  quack  dentist. 


somely.  When  the  t« 
his  purse  efieclu^lly,  he  buys  pastilles 
and  lozeneea,  and  cheats  himself  into 
the  hope  that  llic  hot  spices  overcome 
the  offensive  odour. 

The  remedy  is  so  obvious,  that  I 
should  hardly  think  it  necessary  to 
name  il,  but  for  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing to  the  notice  of  the  reader  a 
little  instrument  which  I  was  in  the 
habit  of  using  for  msiny  years,  and 
which  very  much  facilitates  the  manage- 
ment of  this  and  similar  enlargements 
of  the  tonsils;  more  especially  in  the 
'gravated  form  of  cynanclie  tonsillaris, 
here  it  is  difficuU  to  open  the  mouth, 
I  have  drawn  it  exactly  of  its  proper 
size,  and  think  il  is  much  safer  and 
much  more  manageable  than  the  i 


S 


,  pointed  ii 
and  push  Jrota  you  to  open  an  abscess, 
is  sometimes  a  very  awkward  affair, 
und  to  the  man  who  has  not  eyii  at  the 
mdi  of  hii  fingeri  (which  I  believe  is 
the  case  witn  the  greater  number  of  us), 
it  is  extremely  embarrassing.  With 
the  instrument  represented  in  the 
margin,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  have 
nn  accident,  even  where  the  mouth  can 
be  opened  only  wide  enough  lo  admit 
the  introduction  of  it  edge-ways. 

In  the  melicerous  abacess  which  gives 
rise  to  offensive  breath,  this  difficulty 
does  not  exist.  The  reason  why  the 
hook,  culling  on  lAr  inner  edge  only,  is 
SO  useful,  is,  thai  sometimes  there  are 
fleveral  sacs,  or  divisions  in  the  sac,  and 
when  the  tumor  is  rendered  flaccid  by 
the  escape  of  a  part  of  its  contents,  it  is 
very  difficult  to  pierce  it  with  the 
lancet  or  pharyngatome,  whereas,  with 
the  instrument  here  ddgcrit>ed,  you  have 
only  to  calch  any  portion  and  pull 
towards  yourself,  to  make  any  extent  of 
incision  you  may  require. 


I  tie  clear  thai  the 
incision  oueht  to  b« 
very  free  (the  pari  ta 
almost  entirely  in- 
sensible), and  great 
pains  taken  effectu- 
ally to  clear  the  sac. 
A  gargle  of  tincture 
of  myrrh  end  port 
wine  should  be  used, 
and  I  can  imagine 
that  cases  may  occur 
where  it  might  be 
advisable  to  touch 
the  part  with  caustic, 
but  1  have  never 
seen  one.  All  this, 
and  the  kind  of  ma- 
nipulation re<]uired, 
must,  however,  be 
left  to  the  discretion 
oftheoperator.  The 
^atitude  of  the  pa- 
tient is  generally 
very  vivid,  and  ft 
will  be  well  that  he 
should  pay  for  the 
important  service, 
while  this  feeling  is 
active.  A  year  after- 
wards he  forms  a 
very  different  esti- 
mate of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  obliga- 
tion, and  almost 
thinks  youan  enemy 
for  having  known 
of  his  humiliating 
disease. 

It  would  be  well 
to   recommend    the 
patient  afterwards  to 
adopt  the  habit  of 
splashing  his  neck, 
and  t>ehind  the  ears, 
with     the     coldest 
water;  if  it  be  con- 
venient lo  him  lo  procure  ice,  let  him 
dissolve   some   in    it,   and   use    water 
equally   cold  as   a  daily  gKrgle.     The 
addition  ofalillle  tincture  of  myrrh  is 
useful. 

In  all  cases  where  the  tonsils  are 
liable  to  disease,  let  him  make  a  prac- 
tice of  going  with  his  neck  eniirely 
open  for  as  large  a  portion  of  the 
twenty-four  hours  as  his  domestic  ar- 
rangements will  allow. 

A.  L.  WlOAN. 


226  MR.  KEVINS  ON  THE  SPECIFIC  GRAVITY  OP  POWDERS. 

ON  THE  BEST  METHOD  common  flpecific-^mvity  bottle,  capable 

Q,  of  containing  500  or  1000  ffraine  of 

FiMHiMP  THF  QPPPTwip  ruAViTv  watcf,  ami  countcrpoise  It.    Then  take 

FINDING  THE  SPECIFIC  GRAVITY  ^ny  quantity.  50  or  100  graips,  of  the 

OF  POWDERS.  powder  to  be  examined,  and  introduce 

it  into  the  bottle,  and  fill  this  with 

distilled  water.    Place  it  under  the  air- 

To  (he  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  pump  receiver,  and  exhaust  the  air. 

Q  When  the  escape  of  bubbles  ceases,  it 

*'**'  will  be  found  that  the  bottle  is  not  full. 

In    making   some  experiments  lately  Fill  it,  and  weigh  it.    By  subtracting 

upon  the  specific  gravity  of  difierent  the  weight  of  the  powder  from  the  total 

powders,  the  following  plan  seemed  to  weight,  the  quantity  of  water  in  the 

possess  some  advantages,  in  point  of  botue  is  found;  and   by  subtracting 

convenience,    over    the    one    usually  this  from   the    quantity   which  it  is 

adopted.    The  great  objections  to  the  capable  of  holding,  we  ascertain  the 

extremely  ingenious  method  proposed  space  unfilled  with  water,  which   is 

by  Sir  J.  Leslie,  are  the  trouble  and  tnerefore    occupied    by    the    powder, 

risk  of  breakage  in  operating  with  a  Then,  as  the  weight  of  the  deficiency 

slender  glass  tube,  above  thirty  inches  of  water  is  to  the  weight  of  the  powder, 

long,  and  the  somewhat  complicated  so  is  the  specific  gravity  of  water  to 

calculations  required  by  it;   both  of  the  specific  gravity  of  the  powder, 

which  appear  to  be  much  lessened  by  To  illustrate  this  by  an  example :  a 

the  plan  which  I  have  employed.  specific-gravity  bottle  was  taken,  capable 

Tae  great  difiSculty  in    estimating  of  holding  500  grains,  and  50  grains  of 

the  specific  gravity  of   powders  has  iodine  were  introduced.     The  bottle 

always    been   occasioned  b^  the   air  was  then  filled  with  water,  but  was 

which    is    mechanically    mixed   with  weighed  previously  to  being  put  under 

them,  and  the  consequent  uncertainty  the  air-pump.    It  weighed  539  grains, 

as  to  the  actual  volume  of  the  powder  It  was  then  placed  under  the  receiver, 

itself.    If  the  powder  to  be  examined  and  the  air  exhausted.  On  the  addition 

be  immersed  in  water,  and  the  vessel  of  water,  to  fill  it  up,  it  weighed  540*75 

containing  it  is  put  under  the  exhausted  grains.    As  the  powder  itself  weighed 

receiver  of  an  air-pump,  the  air,  being  50  grains,  there  were  540*75   grs. — 

relieved  from  pressure,  rises  in  bubbles  50  grs.  =490*75  grs.  of  water  in  the 

through    the  water,    and    leaves    the  bottle;  and  the  powder,  therefore,  oc- 


powder  free.     The  method  of  applying  cupicd  the  space  of  500  grs. — 490*76 grs. 

this  principle  is  very  simple.    Take  a  =9*25  grs.  of  water.    Then, 

Wt.  of  Water.  Wt.  of  Iodine.        Sp.  gr.  of  Water.     Sp.  gr.  of  Iodine. 

As    9*25  grs.         .:            50  grs.  :  :           I           :            5*4 

This  result  differs  from  that  of  Gay  a  small  quantity  might  materially  alter 

Lussac,  who  found  it  to  be  4*948 ;  and  the  result.    In  the  first  experiment,  the 

his  statement  is  usually  adopted  by  contents   of   the  bottle  weighed  539 

chemists  ;  but  it  differs  much  less  than  grains,  which  gives  489  grains  as  the 

that  of  Dr.  Thomson,  who  found  it  to  weight  of  the  water;  and  this  subtracted 

be    only    3084.    On    comparing    the  from 500,  leaves  II  grains  as  the quan- 

wei^ht  found  before  exhausting  the  tity  of  water  displaced  by  the  iodine, 

air,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  presence  of  Then, 

Wt.  of  Water.  Wt.  of  Iodine.        Sp.  er.  of  Water.     Sp.  gr.  of  Iodine^ 

As      1 1  grs.           :            50  grs.  :  :          i          :          4*55 

If  the  powder  is  very  light,  as,  for  precaution  was  rendered  evident  in 
example,  finely-powdered  charcoal  or  examining  chnrcoal ;  for,  on  corn- 
magnesia,  it  is  much  better  to  put  it  mencing  the  exhaustion,  the  mixture 
into  the  bottle,  and  exhaust  the  air  frothed  up  so  as  to  prevent  the  corn- 
previous  to  the  addition  of  the  water,  pletion  of  the  experiment.  It  was  easily 
This  may  be  afterwards  added,  and  the  managed  afterwards  by  removing  the 
bottle  should  be  replaced  upon  the  air-  air  previous  to  the  addition  of  the  water, 
pump,  to  remove  any  small  Quantity  of  If  the  quantity  of  powder  is  small, 
air  which  may  be  thus  introduced,  and  or  it  is  desiTable  not  to  put  it  into 
then  weighed.    The  necessity  for  this  the    scale-pan,   it    may.   be    at    once 
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introduced  into  the  bottle,  and  weighed  A  quantity  of  powdered  charcoal  was 

in  it    The  only  objection  to  the  adop-  put  into  the  bottle,  and  was  found  to 

tion  of  thi«  plan  in  all  cases  is,  that  weigh  58-25  grains.    It  was  then  put 

odd  numbers  are  introduced  into  the  under  the  receiver  of  the  air-pump  and 

calculation  instead  of  the  even  ones,  exhausted.    V/ater  was  added  to  fill 

60  or  100.    In  the  case  of  such  sub-  the  bottle,  and  it  was  again   placed 

stances  as  iodine,  which  acts  upon  the  under  the  receiver,  when  a  few  small 

scale-pan,  or  charcoal,  which  adheres  bubbles  of  air  escaped.  It  now  weighed 

to  the  neck  of  the  bottle,  or  to  the  513*75  grains;  and  there  were,  there- 

Saper  by  means  of  which  it  is  intro-  fore,  455'5  grains  of  water;   and  the 

uced,  it  is  much  the  best  plan  to  weigh  space   occupied  by   the   powder  wag 

them  in  the  bottle,  and  the  calculation  equal    to    600 — 455*5=44-5  grains   of 

may  be  made  as  before.  this  fluid.    Then, 

Wt.  of  Water.  Wt.  of  Charcoal.  Sp.g^.  of  Water.  Sp.  gr.  of  Charcoal. 

As    44-5  grs.          :        58-25  grs.  :  :          1          :            1*3 

In  case  the  powder  to  be  examined  is  so  short  that  no  amount  of  solution 

was  a  salt  soluble  in  water,  spirit  might  would   take  place  which  could  cause 

be  substituted,  and  the  specific  gravity  much  error  in  the  experiment.    When 

calculated  from  it.    If  both  water  and  the  bottle  was  once  filled,  the  subse- 

Bpirit  were  objectionable,  oil  of  turpen-  quent  solution  of  the  salt  would  be  of 

tine  might  be  used ;  but  the  same  aiffi-  no  consequence,  as  the  object  has  been 

culties  exist  in    finding   the    specific  attained    of   finding    the  quantity   of 

gravity  of  crystals  in  the  ordinary  way,  water  required  to  fill  the  bottle,  and, 

and  it  is  therefore  scarcely  necessary  to  thereby,  the   space   occupied  by  the 

allude  to  them.    In  roanv  instances,  powder. — I  am,  sir, 

even  of  soluble  powders,  these  precau-  Your  obedient  servant, 

tions  may  be  safely  dispensed  with;  J. Birkbeck Nevins, M.B. Lond. 

for  if  the  air  is  exhausted  previous  to  Pro'-  Chem.  &  Nat.  PhiL  ColL  Inatit.  Uverpool. 

the  addition  of  the  water,  the  time  oc  81,  Mo^tT^^mi,UyetfO(A, 

.  J  .                  .  ,     liii.        .1      i_  ..1  Octooer  15111, 1844. 
cupied  in  accurately  filling  the  bottle 
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but  that  is  impossible ;  the  book  is  but 

^  L'aatenr  le  ttie  k  allonf er  ce  que  le  lecteur  m  just  out ;  published  by  Mr.  Renshaw, 

tue  i  abr^g^er.**— D'Albmbbrt.  and  sent,  parts  one,  two,  three,  to  the 

Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  with 

„  .     .  ,        -  „         .»-,..        «  the  publisher's  compliments.  The  book 

Frmctplej  of  Forensic  Medtcine.    By  ^as  old  and  it  was  new ;  it  was  fami- 

Wm.  A.  Guy,  M.B.Cantab.    Parts  li^r,  yet  it  came  in  the  guise  of  a 

1,  2,  3.     12mo.  stranger.    We  were  not  long  of  find- 

It  is  not  very  long— a  few  months—  ing  a  solution  of  the  riddle.     Our  at- 

■ince  we  noticed  the  two  first  parts  of  tentive  readers  will  recollect  that  we 

this  work.     Part  the  Third  has  just  gave  a  brief  notice — brief  in  contrast 

been  published,  and  our  critical  duties  with  its  very  ample  and  unusual  merits 

admonish  us  that  we  should  say  a  few  —of  Mr.  Tayloi^s  Manual  of  Medical 

words  on  its  appearance.     Dr.  Guy's  Jurisprudence,    some     three   or    four 

position  as    professor  in  one  of  our  weeks  back :  we  spoke  of  it  as  *'  one  of 

largest  and  most  flourishing  medical  the  very  best  books  of  any  descriptioa 

educational   establishments  seems   to  we  had  ever  read ;"  and  so  it  is ; --and 

require  so  much  from  us;  and  then,  having  displayed  it  before  us  on  the 

having  dipped  into  the  work,  we  be-  right  nana,  and  in  like  manner  dis* 

came  strangely  possessed  with  the  idea  played  Dr.  Guy's  ''  Principles"  on  the 

that  we  had  already  read  the  book;  left,  we  began  to  con  the  two  books 

every  illustration  seemed  as  familiar  to  paragraph  by  paragraph,  pnge  by  page, 

U8  as  the  face  of  an  old  friend;  the  and  we  said  to  ourself  straightway—- 

very  turn  of  the  language  and  phrases  '*  An  apple  cleft  in  two,  is  not  more 

employed, -and  who   that  writes  has  twin:   one  fare,  one  voice,  one  habit, 

not  his  own  peculiar  style  ? — struck  fa-  and  two  persons— a  natural  perspec- 

miliarly  on  our  eye ;  and  when  we  tried  tive,  that  is  and  is  not !"     Who  should 

them    aloud,    they  still  fell  as  well-  unravel  us  the  mystery  ?    We  remem- 

known  accents  on  our  ear.    "  We  have  bered   Mr.  Taylor   deeply  versed  in 
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incilico-legal  lore  when  Dr.  Guy  could  more  particularly  to  do  at  present,  » 

have  been  little  more  than  a  school-  beyond  all  question  entirely  concocted 

boy — nothing  more  than  the  medical  from  his  notes  and  extracts  from  Mr. 

Htudent,  certainly— and  we  never  for  Taylor's   Manual,  taken    on  separate 

one  moment  imagined  that  he  could  slips  of  paper,  with  some  few  interpo- 

have  been  borrowing  from  Dr.  Guy.  lations  from  Dr.  Christison's  work  on 

Had  Dr.  Guy  been  a  pupil  of  Mr.  Taylor's  Poisons. 

however,  taken  copious  notes  of  his  In  such  a  subject  as  medical  juris- 
teacher's  lectures,  become  a  professor  prudence  great  latitude  in  seeking  in- 
of  forensic  medicine  on  the  strength  of  formation  from  others  is  of  coarse 
what  he  had  learned  at  Guy's  Hospital,  allowable — nay,  is  indispensable ;  and 
and  then  committed  the  grave  error  of  this  we  find  and  admire  in  Mr.  Taylor : 
mistaking  Mr.  Taylor's  views  and  in-  his  references  are  incessant,  and  having, 
formation  for  his  own,  the  whole  diffi-  along  with  those  who  have  laboureilat 
culty  would  be  cleared  away ;  and  the  Medical  Gazette,  still  striven  to 
having  made  inquiry,  and  been  in-  make  its  pages  permanent  records  of 
formed,  that  Dr.  Guy  had  actually  been  experience  in  medicine,  we  are  flattered 
a  pupil  at  Guy's  Hospital,  and  having  in  seeing  how  largely  they  have  con- 
further  recalled  to  mind  a  short  paper  tributed  to  aid  so  able  a  critic  and 
of  Dr.  Guy's,  published  some  two  or  so  accpmplished  a  writer  as  Mr. 
three  years  back,  upon  "the  best  Taylor;' but  he  who  uses  information  of 
method  of  keeping  a  common-place  this  kind  must  take  it  at  the  source — 
book,"  we  began  to  see  how  the  Pro-  not  at  second-hand ;  he  must  bring 
fessor  had  trmy — we  must  imagine  in  the  disciplined  mind  to  digest  and  use 
all  innocency — been  guilty  of  publish-  it  aright,  to  show  it  in  its  relations 
ing  his  notes  of  Mr.  Taylor's  lectures,  with  every  other  part  or  pendant  of 
and  his  extracts  from  Mr.  Taylor's  the  subject.  Faust's  receipt,  which  we 
Manual, as  hi  sown  Principles  of  Forensic  quote  for  Dr.  Guy's  especial  benefit,  as 
Medicine.  "  Take  your  notes  and  ex-  we  see  he  refers  to  one  German  book 
tracts,"  says  Dr.  Guy,  "  upon  separate  at  least,  will  not  answer : 

leaves  of  paper,  arrange  them  under  « siut ihr wir immeri  leimt ziuamineD ; 

their  appropriate  heads,  and  when  you  Rraut  ein  Rugout  von  anderer  Schmaus, 

want  the  materials  for  a   lecture  you  Und  blaat  die  kummerjichen  Flammen 

,  ,     ^    .  J       *u^    ^t.^^^     /-^  Au§  eurem  Aachenbaufchen 'rau§ !" 

have    but   to   undo   the   stnn^,  and, 

pi'esto  !  without  more  ado  than  by  help  Which  being  interpreted,  means  that  it 

of  an  and,  and  a  hut,  and  a  however,  will  not  do  to  make  paste  and  scissors 

you  have  a  lecture  ready."    The  same  do  all;  or,  pretending  to  boil  a  pot  of 

receipt  will  answer  for  the  manufacture  your  own,  to  611  it  not  only  from  other 

of  a   book ;    and  we  feel  reluctantly  folks'  stores,  but  to  boil  it  with  other 

bound  to  say  that  Dr.  Guy  has  followed  folks'  fire. 

it  to  the  letter :   the  third  part  of  his  We  eive  but  a  single  instance  of 

"  Principles,"    with  which    we    have  parallefpassages  from — 

Taylor  (p.  21),  and  from  Guy  (p.  401.^ 

"  Habit.— *TYiis  has  the  effect  of  diminish- 
ing  the  influence  of  poisons  derived  from 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  bat  of  increasing 
that  of  mineral  poisons.  Thas  while  opium , 
alcohol,  and  tobacco,  lose  their  effect  by 
repetition,  and  may  be  taken  at  length 
in  doses  which  would  poison  a  man  not 
accustomed  to  their  use,  arsenic,  and  the 
preparations  of  mercury,  produce  more 
effect  the  longer  they  are  taken.  *  *  *  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  even 
those  substances,  to  the  action  of  which  the 
system  moat  easily  adapts  itself,  produce 
permanently  injurious  effects  on  the  system." 


<*  Habit,  it  is  well  known,  diminishes  the 
effect  of  certain  poisons :  thus  it  is  that 
opium,  when  frequently  taken,  loses  its 
effect  after  a  time,  and  requires  to  be  ad- 
ministered in  a  much  larger  dose ;  indeed, 
confirmed  opium  eaters  have  been  enabled 
to  take  at  once  a  quantity  of  the  drug  which 
would  have  infallibly  kiUed  them  had  they 
commenced  with  it  in  the  first  instance. 
Dr.  ChrisUson  has  remarked,  that  this 
influence  of  habit  is  chiefly  confined  to 
poisons  derived  from  the  organic  kingdom, 
and  I  quite  agree  with  him  in  thinking  that 
the  stories  related  of  arsenic  eaters,  and  cor- 
rosive sublimate  eaters,  are  not  to  be  credited. 
«  *  *  As  a  general  principle  we  must  admit, 
that  habit  cannot  altogether  counteract  these 
insidious  effects  of  pouwns,  but  that  the 
practice  of  taking  them  is  liable  to  give  rise 
o  disease,  or  to  impair  the  constitution." 
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This,    to   the    critical    reader,    will  end, — it  still  bears  unquestionable  evi- 

suffice  —  it  is  Taylor  condensed  and  dence,at  all  events,  of  the  poverty  of  its 

abridged ;  it  is  Taylor  done  into  Guy.  immediate  origin." 

But  it  would  be  easy  for  us  to  show  much  If  Dr.  Guy  can  lay  his  hand  on  his 

more,  and  even  more  remarkable  ap-  heart,  and  say  that  he  has  not  used 

propriations ;  information  that  is  sin-  Mr.  Taylor's  intaglio  to  make  a  east 

gular  in  Mr.  Taylor's  Manual  set  down  from  in  relief,  calling  the  copy  his  own 

as  if  it  were  familiar  and  common  in  original   work — that  he  has  used  no 

the  Principles ;   points  that  belong  to  effort  to  disguise  the  parentage  of  his 

the    Manual    in    peculiar,    misappre-  matter,  arrangement,  and  conclusions — 

hended  and  set  aown  amiss  in   the  but  that  having  heard  Mr.  Taylor's 

Principles ;    as   where   Dr.  Guy  says  lectures  long  ago,  and  diligently  taken 

(page  456)  that  by  applying  heat  to  notes — havinjB^  also  read  Mr.  Taylor's 

the  dry  arsenite  of  copper  we  procure  a  manual  caremlly,  and  made   copious 

ring  01  metal:  it  is  arsenious  acid  that  notes  and  extracts  therefrom  ^having 

IS  sublimed,  and  the  experiment  is  Mr.  put  these  several  notes  and  extracts  up 

Taylor's  own,  and  was  devised  as  a  for  some  short  time  within  the  boards 

means  of  verifying  the  nature  of  the  of  his  common-place  book,  to  undergo 

green  precipitate  of  copper ;  even  de-  concoction  and  maturation,  and  then 

fccts  or  errors  in  the  Manual  are  copied  taken  them  down,  strung  them  toother 

into  the  Principles,  as  where  the  quan-  in  a  semi-vacuous  or  woolly  oblivious 

titative  analysis  of  sulphuret  of  lead  state  of  mind  as  to  the  sources  whence 

(p.    943)   is  given,    100  parts  ==  86i  they  were  derived,  and  published  the 

metallic  lead,  and  Dr.  Guy  says  "  the  refaciamento  as  his  **  Principlesy* — we 

corresponding  quantity  oi  the  several  shall  try  to  tind  an  excuse  for  him,  and 

salts  may  be  ascertained  by  simple  calcu-  even  do  all  in  our  power  to  help  him 

lation*"    But  we  defy  him  to  do  any  out  of  the  dilemma  in  which  he  hasun- 

thing  of  the  kind ;  and  the  question  in  a  wittingly  placed  himself.     If  he  cannot 

case  of  poisonine  is  never  as  to  the  do  all  tnis,  let  him  immediately  recal 

quantity  of  metallic  lead  in  a  salt,  but  the  bastard  which  he  has  christened 

as  to  the  quantity  of  the  poisonous  salt  and  sent  into  the  world  with  his  name, 

that  has  been  administered,  judging  The    miserable  urchin  who    picks    a 

from  the  quantity  discovered  in  matters  pocket  to  the  value  of  a  shilling  is  sent 

vomited,  or  found  in  the  contents  of  to  Bridewell  for  six  weeks  for  the  deed : 

the  stomach  after  death,  and  which  is  shall  there  be  no  moral  tribunal  to  ad- 

to  be  ascertained  in  the  readiest  way  judge  in  cases  of  larceny  of  a  kind  no 

by  converting  that  salt  into  a  sulphu-  less  disgraceful  than    pocket-pickings 

ret,  as  stated  by  Mr.    Taylor,    who  though   they  may  not  perchance  be 

could  only  have  meant  thereby  to  ob-  cognizable  before  the  magistrate,  nor  to 

tain  a  standard  bv  which  to  estimate  be  estimated  in  the  current  coin  of  the 

the  quantitv  of  the  poisonous  salt  of  realm  ?    We  cite  Dr.  Guy  before  our 

lead  which  nad  been  swallowed  :  such  tribunal,  and  require  him  to  purge  him- 

and  such  a  proportion  of  this  salt,  self  of   the  moral  delinquency  with 

corresponding  with  100  of  the  sulpha-  which  we  charge  him,— the  appropria- 

ret.  Tne  deficiency  in  the  Manual,  now-  tion  of  another  man's  labours,  not  only 

ever,  is  not  corrected  in  the  Principles  without  due  acknowledgment, — which 

— it  is  left  a  blank,  save  to  the  far-  would  not  yet  excuse  the  misdeed,  but 

advanced  reader,  as  it  is  in  the  Manual,  with  a  studied  purpose  to  conceal  tiie 

To  conclude,  we  refer  Dr.  Guy  first  to  theft. 
a  passage  in  Marx's  Acesius,  published 
in  last  week's  Gazette  (p.  185),  where 
he  says :  **  The  intaglio  of  the  accom- 
plished observer  and  collector  is  often 

used  by  the  ready  penman  for  m^ing  . 

a  cast  from  in  relief.  His  business  is 
to  make  his  work  as  much  like  a  found- 
ling hospital  as  possible,  where  the 
parentage  of  no  individual'  can  be 
known ;  nevertheless  it  very  commonly 
shows  like  an  orphan  asylum  in  the 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.      ^'*'y;    '^'V  ^^  *^  consdiote 

themselves  a  College  of  pure  surgeons. 
Friday,  November  15, 1844.  Be  it  so  :  we  do  not  object    But  we  do 

not  think  it  advisable  that  the  general 

«  Ucet  omnibni,  licet  etiain  mihi,  difcniutem    practitioners  should  imitate  the  exam- 

^r(>«  if niiae  tueri ;  pototu  modo  Teniendi  in       ,     .,  .  ,  •  .     ^i.  , 

IMibUcamiit,dicendipericaIumnonncaM.»         pie  thus  set,  and  associate  themselves 

CicBRo.  into  a  separate  College,'  and  this  for  very 
sufficient  reasons,  which  we  shall  give 
more  at  leisure ;  we  Bee  no  neoesrity  for 
the  step ;  we  have  Colleges  enow  al- 
ready ;  and  then  we  see  a  provision  in 
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ASSOOIATtON    or    TBB    OENBBAI.    PRACTI- 
TI0NEB8  WITB  THB   ROVAL  COU.BOB  OF 

FBYsiciANs.  the  acts  and  statutes  of  the  Royal  Col- 

The  great  body  of  the  profession  are  ^*  "^  Physicians,  which,  did  that  old 

cut  off  from  the  stock  to  which  they  *°*   "<»'   respectable   body  see  fit, 

clung  with  a  kind  of  insensate  par-  "»'«*'*  ^  ""^•^  ^  "»'*«'  **>*  P""**"* 

tialitv,  like  the  pUant  vine  to  the  stur-  «*''8«cy,  and  would  provide  for  the 

ilier  elm,  in  cLissical  language  or  allu-  ^'""'*  »t»nding.  and,  we  venture  to 

sion.    The  Council  ofthe  Royal  College  *^'  "««««'ed  respectability,  of  the 

ofSurgeon8haventterlyrejectedll,700  8™^"^    profession    of    medicine    m 

ofthe  12/X)0  members  of  the  College;  ^"^land.                ,  „,    .  . 

that  is.  they  have  rejected  39  in  every  "  ^he  CoUege  of.  Physicians,"  says 

40  of  the  gentlemen  who  all  entered  on  ^'  ^•^"•'  "  •""*  «'«'**»y  «"'««led 

the  same  grounds  of  qualification,  and  **  "^hts  of  its  members  to  practise 

after   having   had  their   competency  ""8*^'  ^"""  '•*«  ^  "*"'''  ^"'• 

tested  by  the  same  process  of  examina-  ^''*"  '*•  ^^^  P'***"'  ""'*•    ^^  '^*  ^^ 

Uon.    Will  the  members  of  the  Royal  "'"^''  *  physician,  if  belonging  to  the 

College  of  Surgeons  sit  down  content-  *'*'"*«*  "^  Phy«ci«ns,   may  practise 

edly  under  this  P    If  they  do,  it  is  their  '"'S^y   ™   ""^   P*"*   "^  England." 

business,  not  oars;  but  if  they  do.  let  "  ^"f  fo««nuch,"  says   the  act  re- 

them  write  themselves  worthy  of  the  '^!""*^  *?  *'«'•'•  " "  }^.  '«'*'"*  "f 

unworthy  usage  they  have  received.  P*'^"?  '**'*  comprehend,  include,  and 

As  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  contain  a  knowledge  of  surgery,  as  a 

we  have  done  with  them ,  but  we  have  '^'f  "T  •  *'        ^u            Tu ' 

still  a  duty  to  perform  to  the  medical  ^•>f"*^«'  ^  »*  «"f 'f '  '^f '  ^^  ®f  ^« 

PROFESSION,  and  through  thU  to  the  »f  ^  ""fT^""'  "'  &»»''•»».?  of  phy«- 

public.     We  are  Quixotic  enough  to  "'"''.f '  ^"^  P^^'*  .*"?  "?""" 

love  and  admire  the  medical  profession  *•>*  '^'^  «"*""  f  P^y"«  »"  *"  '"^ 

apart  from  the  lucre  of  the  thing,  and  ***'y  °^  ***  members  and  parts,  any 

the  fees  it  brings  as  means  of  present  "*"'  •**"**«•  "'  Pension  made  to  the 

existences  we  would  ennoble  it,  and  «>nt««7.  notwithstanding."     This  is 

fain  hold  every  even  its  humblest  mem-  T'!,'"®."^"^/  ^'''/t!r  f^""'*^  ""^ 

ber  as  a  mortal  made  of  a  kind  of  bet-  ^^^  ^"^^  ^''"•'««  "^  Physicians  pro- 

ter  clay ;    he  ought   to  be  so  at  all  *''^'"  ''**^^  '^'^^  *"  "P*"  "*  ^*^"  *** 

evenU ;  and  it  seems  to  us  to  be  the  '"^^  gentleman,    a   general    praeti- 

sacred  duty  of  all  who  feel  a  spark  of  *'T''  ^^^^J""^  complied  »-ith  the  re- 

the  fire  divine  within  their  breasts,  to  8"la«ons  of  the  two  corporate  bodies 

strive  to  make  him  so.    The  College  of  ''^°•*  ^"""nation  he  has  successfully 

Surgeons  reject   their   members  who  ""^wgone  P     There  is  the  very  title 

are  also  licentiates  of  the  Apothecaricb'  MttoaTprofiLton  ""*  ^'"  ****  reguUte  the 
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ready  made  at  the  College  of  Physi-  spectable  of  all  the  divisions  or  conven- 
eians  for  general  practitioners— Liceti-  tional  designations  of  a  profession  that 
tiatet  —from  among  whom  any  higher  is  truly  one  and  indivisible,  appears  to 
grade  that  the  College  might  still  be  us  fraught  with  even  greater  prospec- 
disposed  to  retain  might  be  recruited.—  tive  than  present  advantages.  It  is 
There  have  been  distinguished  Fellows  only  in  this  country  that  medicine  is 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  be-  held  in  less  esteem  than  surgery.  Did 
ibre  now,  who  were  first  Apothecaries  we  grant  that  surgery  is  perhaps  gene- 
and  then  Licentiates.  The  present  or-  rally  more  interesting  to  the  individual 
der  of  Licentiates  of  the  College,  who  than  medicine ;  we  should  still  main- 
are  all  graduates  in  medicine,  and  tain  that  medicine,  allied  with  its  liberal 
have  for  the  major  part  complied  with  studies,  is  vastly  more  important  to  the 
regulations  in  regard  to  education,  mass :  he  who  has  a  gangrened  leg  re- 
hospital  attendance,  and  length  of  quires  the  surgeon  to  take  it  off,  and 
study,  of  sufficient  stringency,  might  would  belost  were  there  not  the  friendly 
be  raised  to  the  honour  of  the  Fellow-  steel  at  hand ;  but  endemic  disease,  and 
ship  at  once,  and  the  new  Licentiates  epidemic  or.  pestilential  disease,  walk 
substituted  in  their  stead.  Nor  would  over  the  land,  and  bring  the  lives  of 
we  have  any  invidious  distinction  thousands  at  once  into  jeopardy,  and 
drawn  between  these  gentlemen  and  medicine  steps  in,  investigates  the 
any  who  may  enter  in  conformity  with  causes  of  the  distemperature,  and,  mi- 
any  prospective  regulations  which  the  tigating  or  annulling  these,  not  only 
College  of  Physicians  might  see  fit  to  adds  years  to  the  sum  of  each  indi- 
make  in  reference  to  the  admission  of  vidual  human  life,  but  gives  a  Jenncr 
future  Licentiates.  to  the  world,  and  secures  life  to  thou- 

The  way  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  sands  who  would  have  lost  it  on  the 

College  of  Physicians  have  for  several  threshold  of  existence,  and  as  yet  un- 

years  past   been    administered,    have  conscious  of  its  sweets, 
given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all        Could  we  imagine  that  the  turmoil 

who   have  been   connected  with  the  that  has  occurred,  and  the  anxiety  that 

body :  invidious  distinctions,  based  on  has  possessed  the  professional  lAind  for 

the  University  where  a  man  chanced  the  last  few  months,  would  lead  to  such 

to  have  taken  his  degree,  but  could  not  a  consummation  as  this,  we  should 

have  obtained  his  medical  education,  indeed  think   that  all  had  been  well 

have  been  abandoned:  he  who  laboured  endured. 

diligently  at  his  profession,  and  main-  The  mode  of  effecting  the  union  sug- 
tained  his  private  honour  unsullied,  gested  we  leave,  as  of  easy  application : 
was  sure  to  be  noticed,  and  in  due  almost  the  only  point  that  the  College 
Reason  to  be  selected  for  the  fellowship,  would  require  would  be  that  the  li.cen- 
There  has  been  no  heartburning  or  tiate  gave  up  all  external  vulgar  in- 
quarrelling  between  the  College  of  signia  of  his  calling,  such  as  red 
Physicians  and  its  licentiates  or  mem-  lamps,  &c.,  and  put  away  every  ap- 
bers  for  many  years  past,  nor  need  pearance  of  shop  and  trade ;  he,  on  his 
there  be  anything  of  the  kind  again.  part,  would  stipulate  for  liberty  to  fur- 

This  plan  of  uniting  the  great  body  nish  his  owm  patients  with  the  medi- 

of  the  profession  of  medicine  under  cines  which  he  himself  thought  neces- 

shelter  of  the    most  venerable,  most  sary.    Twenty  years  would  not  go  by 

learned,  and  despite  of  everything  that  till  that  occurred  in  London,  and  all  the 

may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  most  re-  large  towns    of  England,  which  has 
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already  taken  place  inEdinbargh,  Glas-  be  appointed  to  any  medical  or  smgi' 

goWy  &c,,  viz.  that  no  professional  man  cal  office  in  any  hospital,  prison^  work-* 

would  keep  medicines  in   his  house,  house,  &c.,  nor  in  her  Majesty's  Army 

save  for  cases  of  emergency  in  the  or  Navy,  nor  in  the  service  of  the 

night,  but  would  write  his  prescription,  Hon.  East  India  Company  (unless  he 

which  would  go  to  the  chemist,  who  be  a  native  of  India) ;  and  it  gives  the 

would  be  strictly  prohibited  from  inter-  Council   of    Health     and   Education 

fering  with  medical  practice.  power  from  time  to  time  to  siake  regu* 

The  plan  suggested  would  have  this  lations  for  specifying  what  institutions 

farther  advantage — it  would  not  be  op-  are  to  be  considered  public  institutiona 

posed  by  those  who  have  been  prime  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act ;  and 

movers  in    the   construction  of   the  which  form  of  testimonial  shall  be  ne- 

Medical  Bill.    We  threw  it  out  to  the  cessary  to  qualify  the  holder  for  every 

distinguished  individual  who  has  the  such  situation. 

credit  or  discredit,  according  to  dif-  No  doubt  appears  to  be  entertained 
fercnt  men's  views,  of  the  projected  by  the  profession  generally  of  the 
Bill,  and  his  reply  was :  "  Let  the  advantages  of  every  part  of  this 
College  of  Physicians  take  them  and  clause,  except  the  last  It  does  not, 
welcome," — ^meaning  the  general  prac-  however,  secure  much  more  than 
titioners.  The  general  practitioner  has  been  long  sanctioned  by  usage: 
ought  never  to  have  been  separated  the  governors  of  public  institutions 
firom  the  College  of  Physicians :  his  have  insisted  for  many  years,  even  on 
being  so  at  the  time  the  Act  of  candidates  for  their  medical  offices 
1815  was  passed,  was  a  grave  error,  having  a  legal  qualification — a  license 
Had  the  College  had  this  respectable  from  the  Apothecaries'  Society  at  least, 
body  of  men  for  its  licentiates,— and  it  frequently  a  diploma  from  a  Royal 
mighthavehadthem,  would  it  only  have  College  of  Surgeons;  and,  with  refe- 
yielded  a  single  point  that  has  virtually  rence  to  physicians,  a  degree  from 
been  conceded  since, — and  wishing  to  some  accredited  University,  and,  in 
retain  the  class  of  Fellows,  made  the  many  .cases,  a  license  from  the  Royal 
degree  in  medicine  the  simple  ground  College  of  Physicians  in  addition. — 
of  primary  distinction,  it  might  now  And  then,  as  to  the  Army,  it  is  quite 
have  been  powerful  by  its  wealth,  and  certain  that  no  man  has  been  appointed 
influential  by  its  libraries  and  museums,  in  the  medical  department  during  the 
as  it  is  only  powerful  in  virtue  of  its  last  half  century  and  more,  who  had 
good  name,  but  helpless  to  further  the  not  had  a  diploma  from  the  Royal  Col- 
art  and  science  of  medicine,  by  any  of  lege  of  Surgeons  of  London,  Edinburgh, 
the  great  means  and  appliances  to  that  or  Dublin.  The  Navy  may  have  been 
end.  more  lax ;  but  the  present  Physician- 

'^—  General  has  long  discouraged  applica- 

THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  BILL,  tions  for  admission  on  the  old  certifi- 

No.  X.  cate  of  competency  to  serve  as  surgeon's 

Onb  of  the  clauses  which  has  been  mate;   and  no  man  among  assistants 

held  among  the  most  important  in  the  has  for  many  years  been  promoted  to  a 

proposed  bill,  is  the  26th,  which  refers  higher  grade,  who  had  not  the  diploma 

to  the  Reoistratiun  of  medical  prac-  of  surgeon  from  one  of  the  Royal  Col- 

titioners.    This  ckuse  enacts,  that  no  leges.     The  same  rule  has  also,  we 

person  who  is  not  registered  by  the  believe,  been  long  acted  upon  by  the 

Conncil  of  Health  and  Education,  shall  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Hon.  East 
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India  Company.    There  would,  never-  The  27th  clause  enacts,  that  persons 

theless,  be  g^eat  advantage  in  a  general  registered  by  the  Council  of  Health  as 

list  of  registered,  t.  e.  legally  qualified  physicians,    surgeons,    or    licentiates, 

medical  men,  published  by  authority,  shall  be  exempt,  while  practising  as 

The  Army  and  the  Navy,  and  the  Law,  such,  from  being  summoned  on  juries 

have  their  lists   severally ;   and  the  and  inquests,  and  from  being  required 

time  has  certainly  now  come  when  we  to  serve  corporate,    parochial,   ward, 

ought  to  have  our  Medical  List  also,  hundred,  and  township  offices ;  it  far- 

At  more  than  one  of  the  meetings  of  ther  declares,  that  the  certificate  of  no 

medical   men    held    throughout   the  unregistered  person  shall  be  received 

country,  it  has  been  noticed  as  a  defect  as  the  certificate  of  a  medical  or  surgi- 

in  the  26th  clause,  that  the  purposed  cal  practitioner  in  any  court  of  law,  or 

registration  is  not  imperative.    We  do  in  any  case  in  which  such  a  certificate 

not  see,  however,  how  anything  having  is  required. 

reference  to  the  individual  only  can  be  This  clause  cannot,  we  believe,  be 
made  imperative  in  such  a  country  as  viewed  as  conferring  any  privilege  that 
England,  even  as  regards  medical  is  not  already  accorded  us,  either  by 
men,  who  certainly,  whatever  their  law  or  usage,  which  last,  in  England, 
other  virtues, — and  all  our  readers  know  is  very  commonly  held  of  the  force  and 
that  we  estimate  them  very  highly, —  avail  of  law.  Still,  as  it  confirms  and 
are  still  no  Hampdens.  We  do  not  makes  statute-law  of  privileges  that  are 
think  it  would  do  to  compel  them  to  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  exis- 
register.  They  have  motive  enough  tence  of  the  practitioner  of  medicine, 
in  the  27th  clause  of  the  Bill  alone.  it  must  be  viewed  as  right  and  proper. 
The  part  of  the  clause  that  has  We  rather  think  the  medical  profes- 
naturally  excited  suspicion,  is  that  sion  have  another  privilege  than  any 
which  gives  to  the  Council  of  Health  that  is  here  accorded— that  of  being 
and  Education  the  power  of  specifying  exempt  from  serving  in  the  militia, 
both  the  institutions  that  are  to  be  But  upon  this  point  we  are  not  quite 
considered  public,  and  the  title  of  the  certain ;  and  were  it  as  we  rather  think 
testimonial  that  is  to  qualify  its  holder  it  is,  the  privilege  is  indefensible,  and 
to  fill  their  medical  offices.  Suppose  should  be  given  up.  All  and  sundry, 
the  Council  of  Health  and  Education  gentle  and  simple,  must  be  ready  to 
to  say  that  every  paltry  dispensary  serve  as  a  militia-man,  in  case  of  dan- 
should  be  held  a  public  institution,  ger  or  emergency  to  the  country.  Were 
and  that  its  medical  officers  should  be  the  cry  again  to  be :  **  Pro  arts  etfo- 
associates  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  cu  /"  we  of  the  medical  profession 
or  Fellows  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  would  surely  never  be  found  lagging  in 
it  is  obvious  that  there  is  nothing  to  the  rear. 

prevent  them  from  doing  so,  and  Clause  28th  provides  for  the  regis- 
thereby  excluding  the  Licentiate  in  tration  of  persons  now  practising.  The 
medicine  and  surgery  from  everything  Council  are  to  have  the  power,  during 
like  public  professional  position.  This  the  next  twelve  months  after  the  pass- 
is  one  of  the  insidious  elements,  as  ing  of  the  act,  on  application  made,  to 
they  have  been  characterized,  of  the  register  every  person  legally  practising 
bill ;  it  is  the  drop  of  venom  infused  as  physician,  surgeon,  or  apothecary, 
into  the  quart  of  wholesome  drink  ;  apt  on  the  production  to  the  Council  of  his 
to  be  taken  without  suspicion,  only  to  diploma,  license,  or  certificate,  or  of 
be  discovered  afterwards  to  be  deadly,  such  other  proof  as  shall  be  satisfactory 
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to  the  Council.     For  persons  abroad,  the  person  requiring  to  be  registered,  a 

the  time  of  registration  is  extended  to  fee  of  £5,  in  the  case  of  a  physician  or 

two  years.     Fellows  or  associates  of  surgeon,  and  a  fee  of  £2,  in  the  case 

any  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physi-  of  a  licentiate."    This,  we  now  know, 

cians  or  Surgeons  are  to  pay  a  fee  of  refers  to  those  who  may  enter  the  pro- 

£2.  on  registering ;  in  every  other  case  fession  subsequently  to  the  passing  of 

the  fee  is  to  be  five  shillings.    The  fees  the  Act ;  those  who  are  already  engaged 

are  to  be  applied  towards  the  expenses  in  practice  are  to  pay  fees  of  £2,  and 

of  the  Act.  five  shillings.— From  the  returns  of  the 

Now  I  am  a  member  of  the  Royal  occupations  of  all  persons  in  theee 
College  of  Surgeons;  I  have  practised  countries,  it  maybe  assumed  that  the 
as  a  surgeon  fur  twenty  years  or  more,  number  who  would  claim  registration 
prescribing  for  my  patients,  they  having  as  medical  practitioners  may  be  about 
had  my  prescriptions  made  up  at  a  che-  20,000,  of  whom  one-tenth,  or  2,000, 
mist's  —  I  have  practised  as  a  pure  may  practise  as  physicians  or  pure 
surgeon.  But  I  have  had  no  particular  surgeons,  and  18,000  as  general  practi* 
friend  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  tioners.  The  sum  levied  on  the  phy- 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  my  sicians  and  surgeons  would  therefore 
name  neither  appears  in  the  first  nor  amount  to  £4,000,  that  on  the  general 
second  batch  of  Fellows,  though  there  practitioners  to  £4,500.  This  is  not 
are  men  there  who  were  my  dressers  nearly  so  large  a  sum  as  we  condc- 
or  apprentices.  What  is  to  become  of  scended  on  formerly ;  and  it  is  proba- 
me  ?  shall  I  be  admitted  to  register  as  bly  still  too  large.  But,  on  the  whole, 
a  surgeon  —  my  grade,  or  must  I  it  would  probably  not  be  going  too  far 
descend  to  the  licentiates  P  They  are  to  say,  that  a  fine  of  from  £6,000  to 
only  Fellows  of  Royal  Colleges  who  are  £8,000  would  be  levied  on  the  mem- 
provided  for;  he  who  is  a  pure  surgeon,  bers  of  the  medical  profession  dorai- 
yet  no  fellow,  is  left  out  of  considera-  died  in  these  countries,  if  this  clause 
tion,  and  as  a  correspondent  of  last  were  sufiered  to  stand  unmodified,  and 
week  said,  may  **  take  to  the  coal  or  the  Bill  became  law. 
wine  trade,"  unless  he  consents  to  eat  We  ask  our  brethren  if  their  in- 
humble  pie,  present  himself  for  ex-  comes  are  so  large  that  they  will  suffer 
amination,  pay  another  fee,  and  take  the  minister  to  put  his  hand  into 
his  place  at  the  bottom  of  the  list.  their  pockets,   and   take   from    them 

In  a  number  some  time  back,  we  this  amount  without  complaint  P    at 

made  a  grave  mistake  in  regard  to  the  the   same   time,  be  it  observed,  that 

amount  of  the  registration  fee  for  per-  they  are  told   they   are  not  fit  to  be 

sons    already    engaged    in     practice,  trusted  with  a  voice  in  the  manage- 

Clause   13th   enacts  definitively,  and  ment  of  their  own  corporate  afluirs, 

without  reference  to  any  ulterior  pro-  though  they  may  be  good  enough  to 

vise,  that  "a  Register  shall  be  kept  spread  a  plasterand  administer  a  clyster. 

and  published  from  time  to  time  of  all  

persons  who  shall  have  been  examined,  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION, 

and  shall  exhibit  before  the  said  Coun-  The  Council  of  the  Glasgow  Medical 

cil  letters  testimonial  of  their  qualifica-  Association  have  made  what  we  cannot 

tion  to  practise  as  a  physician,  or  as  a  ^"^  regard  as  a  very  good  report  on  the 

surgeon,  or  as  a  licentiate  jn  medicine  M^*^*<^,^1  P^l^  and  coming  from  gentle- 

j  *         u'  u        •  M      .X  men    hvinc:    under    another   state    of 

and  surgerv;   for  which  registrv  the  iKjncTe  r..«.r, ,  i    o"«wij.r   butic   oi 

ri         -1    I- 'ii  ,  ,-.1  J.    u      'r  l"»ng8  ii'om  ourselves,  and  unbiassed. 

Council  shall  be  entitled  to  have  from  unhuervited,  save  in  so  far  as  they  are 
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medical  men,  we  beg  to  call  the  atten-  cess);  sc0&nd,  that  the  conititntion  of 

tion  of  all  whom  it  may  concern  to  thu  the  Coandi  should  be  such  as  we  have 

able  document.    It  is  too  long  for  us  atated ;  and — 

to  reprint,  but  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Dt.  u  ^'  j  ^x.  ».  ^^     w      tt  •             .  j, 

Mactear,  12,  Gewge  Street,  Ghmgaw.  p     ^'''^'  ^^  *"  ^}f''S  Umncorporated 

we  doubt  aat  will  farwaid  it,  atthe  5^^\°T  be  constituted  mto  a  new  cor- 

-«-»   «/  *u^  «w^A.«^    *^  «.*»  ««-.  «,Kr*  powte  body,  under  some  such  designation  as 

^'       ^v^^^*      A     ^     ?•  " '"»«   I">Perial    Medical    CollegS^;"    that, 

applies.    The  Glasgow  Association  we  ^f^  ^le  pLing  of  the  BiU,  aul^gistercd 

may  say  generally,  approjes  of   the  persons,  not  i^ates  or  fellows  of  the 

institution  of  a  Council  of  Health  ud  existing  CoUcges.  nor  Professors  in  the  Uni- 

Education,  but  would  have  no  member  vcrsltics,  become  members  of  this  New  CoU 

of  it  appointed  by  any  of  the  Royal  Itpi  in  ▼irtue  of  their  registration ;  that  its 

Colleges  I   they  would  have  nine  mem-  offices  and  laws  be  in  acoordanoe  with  the 

bers  appointed    by  the    Crown,    and  free  nature  of  its  constitution,  as  well  as 

nine  by   all    enregistered  physicians,  with  the  general  regulations  of  the  Council ; 

surgeons,    and  general    practitioners :  that  all  its  members  be  oo-eqaally  electors 

two  by   those  of  Scotland,  three   by  for,  and  co-equaUy  eligible  to,  its  offices; 

those  of  Ireland,  and  four  by  those  of  *l>*t  its  members  be  recognisable  as  legal 

England.      The  Glasgow  Association  teachers  of  the  medical  sciences ;  and  that, 

say  justly  of  the  bill  that :—  whether  the  Uoenstng  powers  of  the  Apotfic- 

cary  Company  be  or  be  not  transferred  to 
«*  Dividing  the  present  Incorporated  it,  it  be  a  licensing  body  on  a  par  with  the 
Practitioners  into  the  two  classes  of  Phy.  licensing  bodies  mentioned  in  the  Bill." 
sicians  and  Surgeons,  the  Bill  continues  Iq  oondusion  they  say, — **  Should  the 
them  in  all  their  several  corporations,  as  Yint  Amendment  be  adopted,  but  not  the 
Universities  and  Colleges — ^selects  them  two  last,  the  Bill  will  be  improved ;  but,  as 
alone  from  the  whole  profession  for  unincorporated  practitioners,  we  shall  be  so 
supplying  men  to  form  neariy  two- thirds  of  uttle  benefited  by  it,  that  we  will  be  under 
the  Council— upholds  and  enhances  tbdr  the  obligation  of  continuing  to  advocate  and 
exclusive  privileges  in  medical  teaching  and  ^fge  Meidical  Reform ;  should  the  Second  be 
medical  licensing ;  and,  in  fact,  is  so  much  also  adopted,  but  not  the  Third,  the  same 
occupied  about  them  alone,  as  to  be  little  else  obligation  will  lie  upon  us,  although*  the 
than  a  new  code  of  rules  for  guiding  them  in  constitution  of  the  Council  would  be  ex- 
the  exercise  of  their  privileges,  and  in  their  ceedingly  liberalized.  Bat  should  the  Third 
new  relation  to  the  Council.  Maintain-  be  also  adopted,  Medical  Reform  would 
ing  the  present  division  of  medical  men  into  substantially  be  carried.  And  our  con- 
Incorporated  and  Unincorporated  Prac-  viction  of  this  is  the  reason  why  we  have 
titioners,  and  constituting  the  Utter  mto  a  gaid  that  the  BiU,  viewed  as  a  code  of  rules 
third  and  separate  class,  under  the  new  for  the  incorporated  bodies,  is  quite  com- 
mune of  Licentiates  in  Medicine  and  Sur-  patible  with  Medical  Reform." 
gery,  the  BiU  not  only  does  not  admit  these 

Licentiates  into  any  of  the  class  privileges  of  The  profession  of  York  met  at  the 
the  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  but  does  not  Dispensary  on  the  26th  inst..  Dr. 
convey  to  them  any  one  privilege  as  a  class :  Goldie  in  the  chair,  and  passed  the 
it  just  continues  them  what  they  now  are,  usual  resolutions  of  thankfulness  to  the 
▼ix.— a  mere  crowd  of  individual  citixens,  miQigter  for  introducing  a  Bill,  and 
who,  in  their  profession,  ore  devoid  of  legal  fQ^  ^jj^  opportunity  afforded  the  pro- 
government,  of  legal  union,  of  political  f^ggj^j^  ^^  discussing  the  measure ; 
status,   and  of  pohucal   privileges ;   and.  approving  the  institution  of  a  Council 

^'^^""^^TTZf^^I^m^iT  of   Healtli   and    Education,    but   ex- 

plicationa  as  Medical  Reformers,   and  al-  _-^„„.   „  „_  ^^;„,'  „  u#u«**k«  »^.,«.„i 

tiiough  they  form  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  Passing  an  opinion  "that  the  general 

uedi^  pn>fession  within  the  three  king-  practitioner  should  be  fully  renresented 

doms,  it  is  truly  for  them  a  Nou-Medical  *»    »V'.     ^*'    the    body    of   general 

Reform  BiU."  practitioners  should  take  i»rt  in  the 

.,_,_,             -  examination  of   the   practitioners   of 

The  Council  of  the  Glasgow  Asso-  their  own   grade,  and  that   for  this 


any  of  the  branches  of  the   medical  prevent  unqualified  persons  from  prac- 

profession  for/ce  or  reward,  should  be  tisiog  are  required,  &c. 

liable  to  prosecution,  .by  some  public 

prosecutor,  (or  by  some  Bumniary  pro-        A  meeting  of  the  medical  men  of 


re; 
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Chichester  and  vicinity,  was  held  at  The  practitioners  of  Manchester  heU  A 
the  Chichester  Infirmar}r,  on  the  3l8t  a  meeting,  numerously  attended,  on  the  -i 
ultimo,  and  expressed  satisfoction  with  6th  instant,  Dr.  Bardsley,  sen.,  in  tlie  » 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill ;  with  the  chair.  The  first  resolution  was  the  J 
maintenanceof theexistingdistribution  same  as  that  at  the  other  meetings 
of  the  profession  of  medicine  into  noticed  in  this  day's  Gazette,  but  ex- 
physicians,  surgeons,  and  general  prac-  pressing  "  surprise  and  regret "  that, 
titioDcrs ;  they  thought,  however,  that  whilst  all  the  protective  enactments 
the  constitution  of  the  proposed  Coun-  were  swept  away,  no  new  and  more 
cil  of  Health  ought  to  be  such  as  will  efficient  one  had  been  substituted.  The 
represent  each  grade  of  the  profession  second  resolution  approved  of  a  gene- 
enectively;  andthat  it  would  oe  highly  ral  Council,  but  not  of  one  with  the 
detrimental  to  the  public  health,  were  constitution  of  that  which  is  proposed, 
all  restrictions,  as  proposed  bv  the  bill.  The  third  resolution  was  expressly 
to  be  removed  from  the  practice  of  me-  condemnatory  of  the  proposition  to  re- 
dicine  in  each  and  all  of  its  branches,  move   all  restriction   on   unqualified 

practitioners.    A  petition  was  agreed 

The  practitioners  of  Bath  met  on  the  "^ »"  confonnity  with  the  views  of  the 

5th  instant.  Mr.  Norman  in  the  chair,  "I^jk?".  »»?  the  resolutions  passed. 

and  passed  resolutions  generally  fa-  ^j"' "^'"?f  *PP?f  *"  ''*'«  ^^^ 
>oura^letotheBill.  Mrfsoden  blade  inducted  in  tBe  Lest  twte  and  temper, 
an  excellent  observation  in  proposing  Every  one  was  listened  to  paUently ; 
the  first  resolution  (which  wis  merely  «T?'  ^pen**™"'*"  *«««.  P^IHwed. 
expressive  of  gratitude  to  the  Govern-  calmly  discussed,  and  disi)osed  of. 
ment  for  having  thought  the  profession  Altogether  it  was  characterized  by 
worthy  of  leglslativl  enactment),  to  t^e  good  sense  and  love  of  fair  play 
tlie  effect  "that  the  proposed  Council  of  *!"«?  we  have  ever  admired  in  out 
Education  and  Health  would  have  the  mends  of  Manchester.  ^ 
power  of  materially  improving  the  pro-  — 
fession,  if  they  would  institute  an  exa-  THE  ROYAL  MEDICAL  AND  CHI- 
minntion  of  medical  students  prepara-  RURGICAL  SOCIETY, 
tory  to  their  repstration  as  such,  with  Qn  Tuesday  evening  last  the  fiwt  meet- 
si  view  of  ascertaining  whether  they  i„g  of  this  Society  for  the  season  was 
had  received  a  good  sound  general  edu-  ^etd  at  its  house  in  Bemers  Street,  Mr. 
cation  previous  to  the  commencement  st&n\ey  in  the  chair.  On  assuming  his 
of  their  professional  studies."  Alas!  seat  the  President  took  occasion  to  ad- 
there  IS  no  provision  for  anv  thing  half  ^^^  ^o  the  prospects  of  the  Society, 
so  advantageous  to  the  profession,  and  ^1,;^^  he  spSke  if  as  flourishing,  fn 
the  Council  could  never  do  anything  .^^  „,  entertainment  the  present 
neariy  so  likely  to  be  beneficial  promised  to  be  as  brilliant  as  tfie  last. 
The  second  resolution  thought  that  ^,  preceding  session  of  the  Society, 
the  nomination  of  six  members  of  the  jj^  congratulated  the  Fellows  on  hav- 
proposedCouncUofHealthbytheGo-  ing^etonce  more  for  the  culUvation 
vemraent  was  too  many,  and  that  the  „f*  ^  understanding,  and  for  their 
proceedings  of  the  Counc  I  ought  t«  be  „„» , ^  improvement. 
o,x;n  to  registered  practitioners  at  alt        p^        ^^^^  communicated  on  a  Dis- 

'"^S-'.V.s  i™  :    ^  ^f  .h.  ».»^  ,rf  ease  ot  the  Gall  Bladder,  by  Dr.  Bo- 

•  The  third  approved  of  the  system  of  ^^    „„  ^„  Obstruction  of  the  Vena 

■?Sl    f^w'i,  5  .  .1  .k      .^^    f  Cava  Ascendens,  by  Dr.  Peacock,  of 

.V.    *tI?hr.«riT"''J'^ii^^*ti,'T? \°/  Edinburgh,  and'on^the  Natural  His- 

the  Apothecaries'  and  all  other  Acts.  toiy.  Anitomy.  and  Physiology,  of  the 

without   substituting   some   more  en-  EcKinococcus'Hominis.-an  attract  of 

larged   measure   of  protection  to  the  ^^ich,  with  a  report  of  the  discussion 

^™TrCh"p«cUt=  appear  to  us  '»«»  'o^-^*.  -War  in  our  next. 

i?ol?h2teJfol^"^e^p?^v"e'^f  tt  I>«ARTH  OF  SUBJECTS  FOR  DIS- 
Bill  in  their  orations,  and  then  quarrel  SECTION, 

with  every  one  of  its  provisions,  and  We  are  sorry  to  hear  complaints  from 

with  some  of  its  essential  principles,  all  quarters  of  the  scarcity  of  bodies  for 

in  their  resolutions.  the    dissecting-room.     At    University 
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College  and  King's  College  they  are  all  the  name  and  semblance  of  such,  he  will  ex- 
bat  at  a  stand-still  throu^^h  the  defi-  change  for  mere  negative  discouragement  and 
ciency.    The  destructive  influences  of  registration.* 

idleness  on  the  minds  and  morals  of        On  the  other  hand,  the  licentiate  in  me- 

students  cannot  be  estimated  too  highly.  <*i<^»ne  "o*^  surgery  will  cichange  the    (in 

These  young  men  are  actually  roam-  **»»«  country)  obsolete,  and  (as  applied  to  a 

ing  about  the  streets,  and  appear  to  be  Practitioner  of  medicine)  anomalous  designa- 

getting  into  mischief  because  they  can-  **°°  °[  apothecary,  for  one  in  every  way 

not  find  occupation  in  the  legitimate  Jl^'*:  ^'L  ^^°?  ***?'  *"?  calculated  toraisc 

business  of  their  studies.     The  Home  him>n  the  estimation  of  the  public,    -niisis 

Secretary  must   look  to  this  state  of  y^nT^t^l^''l\^^ 

^flaiiK  i.nm#»diAtPlv  pressmg  the  hope  that,  m  connection  with 

allAi  1  b  I  in  medialel} .  ^y^^^  ^^  Society  of  Apothecaries  will  volun- 

tarily  retire  from  all  participation  in  the 

INCORPORATION  OF  GENERAL  :S"hT.:iV4e';r.  ^^ ^iTpirfortS 

PRACTITIONERS,  AND  THE  should  never  have  devolved  upon  them),  and 

MEDICAL  BILL.  return  to  their  original  and  really  honourable 

_  position  of  a  guild  or  municipal  corporation. 

wr>   ji    isfjL.     rsi^  iLT^^'^  t  ry      44  Justice,  however,  the  interests  of  the  general 

7%  tht  Editor  qftht  Med,cal  GazttU.  ^.^^^  „d  \f  the  commumty.  wd,  I 

Si»»  will  add,  the  interests  also,  when  riewed 
I  RATE  not  yet  seen  two  pamphlets  ad-  correctly,  of  the  entire  profession,  all  require 
dressed  to  the  general  practitioners,  the  one  that  the  body  of  general  practitioners  should 
by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  and  the  be  adequately  represented  in  the  Council  of 
other  by  the  practitioners  of  Marylebone,  so  Health  and  Medical  Education,  and  that 
that  1  am  not  aware  what  measures  are  most  they  should  likewise  be  brought  into  fitting 
recently  recommended  for  the  adoption  of  and  honourable  relations  with  the  Colleges 
that  body  in  the  present  important  crisis,  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  Unless  these 
Your  next  number  will  be  in  print  before  I  two  points,  and  direct  protection  in  some 
can  receive  these  publications,  and  I  am  un-  shape,  be  gained,  although  1  should  still  re- 
wiUing  to  defer  for  another  week  a  few  re-  gard  the  bill  as  a  boon  not  to  be  rejected, 
marks  on  the  present  position  of  the  general  making,  as  it  appears  to  me,  so  many  steps 
practitioners,  in  relation  to  what  I  conceive  in  the  right  direction,  a  great  amount  of 
that  would  be  under  Sir  James  Graham's  good  will  still  fail  to  have  been  obtained. 
Bill.  Though  I  am  a  decided  advocate  for  It  will,  I  trust,  be  admitted,  that  all  classes 
the  bill,  amended  and  modified,  as  I  trust  it  of  the  profession  should  unite  in  endeavour- 
will  be,  and  equally  so  for  the  repeal  of  the  ing  to  procure  such  alterations  in  the  bill. 
Apothecaries*  Act,  when  that  can  be  done  as  vrill,  so  far  as  is  possible,  ensure  the  dig- 
with  justice,  I  roust  confess  that  I  think  nity,  order,  and  harmony  of  the  profession, 
the  position  of  the  general  practitioner  under  bolLh  as  a  whole,  and  in  its  several  parts, 
the  bill  as  it  at  present  stands  will  be  worse.  Now  as  the  profession  is  at  present  consti- 
as  regards  material  interests,  that  it  is  at  pre-  tuted,  and  as  it  is  proposed,  and  I  think 
sent.  But  even  as  it  at  present  stands,  the  rightly,  that  it  should  be  constituted  under 
bill  is,  I  conceive,  calculated  to  elevate  the  this  bill,  I  do  not  see  how  these  objects  are 
character  and  position  of  the  profession  as  a  to  be  attained,  vrithout  the  licentiates  in 
whole.  The  entire  tendency  of  the  measure  medicine  and  surgery,  at  least  in  England, 
is  to  harmonize,  finite,  and  consolidate  the  (constituting,  as  in  that  part  of  the  United 
existing  membra  di^ecta  of  the  profession  in  Kingdom  they  do,  a  great  third  estate  of 
the  three  kingdoms,  and  its  most  prominent  the  profession,)  being  at  once  formed  into  a 
defect  consists  in  its  failing  to  do  this  to  a  Society,  by  a  Royal  Charter  of  Incorpora- 
suflicient  extent.  In  addition  to  these  merits  tion.  This  Society,  or  College,  should,  un- 
it possesses  the  pre-eminent  one  of  placing  der  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  elect  from  two 
the  profession  in  an  honourable  position  in  re-  •  to  four  members  of  the  Council  of  Health 

lation  to  the  state.  The  advantages,  however,        ♦  Chemists  and  druggists  are  the  class  against 

are  only  indirectly  and  remotely  afforded  to  whom  the  public  and  profession  will  have  most 
the  general  practitioner,  but  will,  as  the  bill  serious  need  of  protection.  All  respectable  phar- 
af  nvMonf   m^anAa     Ko     .im/i.*^  a*»i».;.o1»     maccutists,  howcver,  are  opposed  to  all  methcal 

at  prwent  stands,  be  almost  exclusively  practice,  unless  of.  tie  very  iimplest  description 
enjoyed  by  the  physician  and  surgeon,  at  the  counter.  Tliis  can  never  be  entirely  sup- 
Again,  whilst  in  the  case  of  the  higher  walks     P««»ed.    The  Pharmaceutical  Society  will  pro- 

of  th«  prof«.ion  the^  .re  hardly  likely  u.  J^Lro^'lSJ^i^^SJSr^ 
be  affected  by  the  working  of  the  bill,  the  acting  as  medicaf  practitioners ;  this  l^ing 
material  interests  of  the  general  practitioner  contrary  to  the  fundamental  rules  of  the  Society. 
ara  but  too  likeW  tn  iinff<»r  Pnaitivp  nmtt^n  1^  ^^"*  ^^^  doue,  and  the  laws  against  mala- 
^^IJ^^m^^i  '  >  l'08»tive  protec-  praxis  by  theunqualifled  made  more  stringent,  all 
tion  under  the  Apothecaries  Act,  or  at  least     perhaps  would  be  done  that  the  state  can  effect. 
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and  Medical  Edacation ;  ihould  either  alone,  so  it  is  evidenUy  regarded  by  yon.  Many 
or,  as  is  more  in  nnison  with  the  provisions  of  the  names  attached  to  it  are  those  of 
of  the  present  bill,  (and  as  I  think  is  to  be  gentlemen  past  the  meridian  of  life,  whose 
preferred,)  in  co-operation  with  the  Colleges  fortunes  may  be  said  to  be  made,  and  who 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  conduct  the  ex-  cannot  be  reached  by  the  imputation  of  mo- 
amination  of  the  Licentiates  in  Medicine  tives  of  pecuniary  gain,  or  selfish  ambition, 
and  Surgery;  and  should  frame  bye-laws  f<^  And  these  are  the  individuals,  who,  if  re- 
maintaining  the  orderly  and  honourable  port  speak  truly,  are  the  most  zealous  in 
practice  of  the  profession,  by  its  members,  this  new  movement.  What,  then,  but  a 
both  in  their  relations  to  the  public,  to  each  sense  of  obligation  to  fulfil  a  pubUc  duty, 
other,  and  to  the  other  grades  of  the  pro-  Iwa  dictated  the  course  they  have  taken  ? 
feasion.  These  bye-laws,  like  those  of  the  The  Marylebone  Manifesto  gives  a  clear  in- 
CoUeges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  should  «gl»t  into  the  deep  interest  which  the  peo- 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Council  of  plc  of  these  realms  have  in  the  Uws  affecting 
Health  and  Medical  Education.  the  general  practice  of  medicine.  It  very 
Without  going  further  into  details,  I  wiU  properly  treats  the  question  affecting  medi- 
briefly  add,  that  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the  oal  distinctions  as  of  subordinate  importance. 
roetropoUtan  and  provincial  general  prac  Although  its  clauses  apply  to  the  "Medical 
titioners,  supported  by  their  brother  prac-  Reform  BiU*'  more  especially,  yet  its  ai^gu- 
titioners  of  the  higher  grades,  (for  I  sup-  ™ents  derive  their  origin  from  the  conduct 
pose  we  must  retain  the  name,)  at  once,  of  the  Council  of  Surgeons.  ItistheCoun- 
and  with  one  voice,  memorializing  the  Queen,  cU  that  has  attempted  to  establish  a  parch- 
through  Sir  Graham,  for  the  grant  of  a  ment  distinction  between  "  Pure  Surgeons," 
Charter  of  Incorporation.  When  that  which  ">d   "  Sui^feon,"  in  the  civic  sense  of  the 

was  so  recently  granted  to  the  Pharmacen-  ^^*  „     ,  ,          *        .    .      ,          .      , 

tical  Society  is  remembered,  a  charter  can  The  Marylebone  Association  have  placed 

hardly  with  any  ahew  of  reason,  or  of  jus-  *h«  absurdity  of  thU  in  broad  relief,  without 

tice,  be  refused  to  so  important  and  gene-  denying  the  justice  and  propriety  of  award- 

raUy  meritorious  a  body  as  the  general  prac-  »ir,  surgical   pre-eminence   to  those  who 

titioners.     Let  them  only  ask  for  what  is  I'eally  deserve  it. 

just  and  reasonable ;  let  them  but  submit  to  ^  doubt  not,  Mr.  Editor,  that  if  the  Col- 
have  the  foundation  of  their  edifice  laid  one  ^^8P  ^^^^  ^  brought  to  comprehend  tha 
step  lower  than  those  of  the  Colleges  of  S^^^  mistake  it  has  made,  and  to  consent 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  not  aim  at  that  its  new  charter  should  •'  live  a  day  and 
exact  equality  with  these  bodies,  and  I  die,"  it  would  be  easy  to  procure  a  snbsti- 
cannot  see  why  the  latter  should  oppose,  or  ^*«»  »"d,  if  conceived  in  a  just  and  Uberal 
rather,  why  they  should  not  promote,  so  ex*  "P*"^*  »ts  principles  being  carried  out  fairly, 
pedient,  and,  as  I  would  submit,  so  just  a  ^*>**  ^^  Association  of  Marylebone  would 
measure,  as  the  incorporation  of  the  general  appease  iU  "anger,"  and  a  modified  Rc- 
practitionen.  ^orm  Bill  might  not  only  be  introduced  into. 
In  conclusion,  I  would  express  a  hope  ^**  carried  successfully  and  satisfactorily  to 
that  at  the  ensuing  meeting  at  Derby,  the  ^^^"^7  ^^^  P*rty,  through  Parliament, 
interests  of  the  profession  as  a  whole  may  Meanwhile,  your  Marylebone  friends  must 
be  fully,  cautiously,  and  dispassionately  oon-  ^  ^^pt  up  to  their  duty.  They  must  pro- 
siderad;  and  then  we  can  hardly  doubt  that  mulgate  their  "Manifesto"  in  aU  direc- 
great  good  wiU  result  from  the  meeting.—  tions.     It  is  too  strong  a  document  to  be 


Allow  me,  sir,  to  subscribe  myaelf,  disregarded  in  any  quarter.      "  It  is  the 

MxDious.        truth."     Let  them  also  enrol  the  General 
NovMnber    1844.  Practitioners,  and  then,  as  long  as  they  con- 

fine their  objects  to  the  public  good — which 
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themselves  in  possession  of  a  power  inresis- 
—  tible  agaiiist  evil. 

2b  ae  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.         ,.P^J*^  ^«  °'**'  P^^',^  ^^}  Vr^^\^^ 

differ  from  yon.     I  do  not  beheve  the  esta- 
blishment of  "a  College  of  General  Prac- 


SlR, 


I  AM  certain,  from  my  personal  knowledge  titionera"  an   Utopian    project.      On  the 

of  many  of  the  membera  of  the  Marylebone  contrary,  however  it  may  be  brought  about, 

Association,  that  you  have  rightly  inter-  I  believe  it  is  that  which  must  come.  What 

preted  their  feelings   in  your  last  week's  is  "  pure  surgery  ?"    How  many  men  could 

commentary  on  the  "  Manifesto"  just  is-  get  their  living  in  the  metropolis,  even  with 

sued.    This  document  is  perhaps  the  most  a  population  of  two  miUiona,  by  "  pure 

important  that  has  met  the  public  eye  since  surgery  ?"     Let  any  thinking  man  attempt 

Sir  Graham's  Bill  was  introduced  into  Par-  a  reply  to  these  questions,  and  he  will  most 

liament  i  so,  at  least,  it  appears  to  me,  and  assuredly  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  sur- 
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gery,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  practice  had  no  inclination,  personally  to  attend  to — 

of  physic,  is  a  farce,  and  that  a    College  generally,   or  always,  the  poorer  portion. 

of  General  Practitioners  of  Medicine  and  Snch  a  proceeding  sarely  calls  loudly  for 

Surgery  would  be  fifty-fold  more  important  prevention ;    and  what  was,  at  all  events, 

to  the  country,  than  any  Royal  College  of  partially  guarded  against  by  '*  the  Act  of 

the  ''purest"  Surgeons.  1815,"  it  ill  becomes  us  not  to  notice  the 

If  it  be  so  in  fact,  let  the  Comicil  persist  omission  of  in  Sir  James  Graham's  pro- 

in  its  present  course,  and  I  am  much  mis-  posed  bill.     A  check  should  sarely  be  put 

taken  if  we  shall  not  see  something  rather  on  him  who  would,  either  from  a  too  great 

practical  than  Utopian  in  the  project  of  the  desira  of  gain,  or  from,  if  possible,  a  still 

Marylebone  Association.  more  detestable  feeling  of  jealousy,  seek,  in 

An  Old  Admirer.  this  most  grovelling  way,  to  overtake  more 

rA%      £.*     J         ^1.           •  i.  1               TT7  '  practice  than  one  man  can  accomplish.     To 

[Oar  friend  must  have  mistaken  i«.    We  J^  ^  ^         .„j^  ^^  ^^  .bominrtion 

^rely  d.d  not  treat  the  project  «  Utopian.  ^^  that  a  duly  qualified  man  find,  it 

We  even  went  ao  faraa  to  »ay  that  if  nothing  g,^    ,     ^^  ^^^  iJp2„ible.  to  effect  an 

tlfa'^cX  of    Genl^'  '^^'Sint  fW»»'  '^"  V''^  '°"*'"  "" 

, ,        .   .  1     u     X.      u    *.         •    *.  *u-«.  »n  the  field.     Bad  enough,  m  all  conscience, 

would  probably  be  the   best  project  that  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^  j,  ^  '^^^^  ^^^  ^^  , 

conld  be  adopted.-ED.  Gai.]  ^^^  ^f  ^^^^  ^^  ^  difference  of  re- 

_ muneration  required  by  such   ill* matured 

UNQUALIFIED    ASSISTANTS     AND  opponentel     ilow  much  worae,  then,  is  it, 

MEDICAL  PLURALITIES.  Ti***?.  "T  ^^^  the  reason,  "  it  is  «n- 

^^__^  blushmgly  given  us  by  some,  to  be  the  nsk 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  that  otherwi*  they  would  run  of  being  «ip. 

■^  planted?      A  pretty  reason,  truly,   when 

^'^>  interests  so  vital  are  at  stake  I     An  increased 

As  medical  reform  is  at  present  so  promi-  chance  of  gain  is  naturally  attended  by  a 

nently  before  the  profession,  and  seems  in  a  proportionate  hazard  of  losing;  it  is  the  justly 

fair  way  of  receiving  that   attention  from  inseparable  accompaniment  of  speculation : 

government  and  the  legislature  which  it  so  and  he  who  would  honourably  endeavour  to 

much  needs  and  merits,  we  may  well  hope  extend  his  practice  beyond  what  any  per- 

that  ere  long  '*  the  jurisprudence  of  medi-  sonal  exertions  of  his  own  could  accomplish 

cine"  will  be  with  us,  as  it  has  long  been  by  employing  a  duly  qualified  assistant, 

with  our  Continental  neighboura,  settled  on  must  of  course  make  up  his  mind  to  the 

grounds  more  or  less  sound  and  equitable,  possibility  of  such  a  one  becoming,  at  some 

In  anticipation  of  such  adjustment,  it  is  well  future  day,  either  his  rival  or  his  junior 

for  every  one  to  call  attention  to  whatever  partner. 

he  may  think  amiss,  and  to  suggest  any  In  a  profession  where  ignorance  is  crime, 
remedy  that  may  occur  to  him  ;    it  remains  where  culpable  inactivity,  or  alas,  more  fre- 
only  for  the  majority  to  adopt  or  reject  his  quently,  unskilful  meddling,  may  so  readily, 
views.    The  two  abuses  that  I  now  wish  to  and  in  a  few  short  minutes,  effect  heart- 
urge  upon  the  notice  of  all,  have  hitherto  rending  separations,  and  blast  the  fondest 
passed — the  one  nearly,  and  the  other  alto-  hopes,  how  reprehensible  does  such  conduct 
gether — unnoticed,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  appear!     In  even  a  professional  point  of 
in  our  various  meetings  and  written  effu-  yiew,  how  dishonourable,  not  merely  thus 
sions.     The    first    has    been    briefly,   but  to  retard,  for  a  paltry  gain,  the  onward  pro- 
pointedly,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Carter  (now  gress  of  more  honourable  rivals,  but  to  shut 
of  Hadley)  the  ex-secretary  of  the  North  of  out  the  praiseworthy  holder  of  a  diploma,  at 
England  Association,  in  a  most  able  review  his  very  outset  in  Ufe,  from  the  legitimate 
of  the  proposed  measure  of  Sir  J.  Graham,  exercise  of  his  talents ;   but  how  infinitely 
addressed  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  his  sue-  more  so,  how  unscrupulous  and  heartlessly 
cesser  in  office.  Dr.  Charlton,  and  which  the  selfish,  does  such  a  mode  of  '*  doing  busi- 
Association    has    printed,  for    circulation,  ness"  appear,  when,  by  its  adoption,  we  see 
as  it  so  fairly  represents  the  opinions  gene-  the  best  interests  of  the  public  deliberately 
rally  held  throughout  this  district  on  the  trifled  with,  and  a  wholeside  traffic  in  human 
subjects  treated  of.    The  abuse  alluded  to  is  life  established  I     Well  may  such  men  sneer 
the  too  frequent  practice — in  some  cases  the  at  and  avoid  oar  reform  associations,  while 
cool  determination— of  duly  qualified  prac-  thus  they  are  engaged,  in  our  larger  towns, 
titionera  to  employ  unqualified  auietante  in  the  systematic  training  of  a  race  of  im- 
(oflen  mere  lads,  who  have  undergone  no  posters  more  dishonest  and  more  dangerous 
system  of  training  whatever)   to  visit  and  than  quacks  for  the  rural  districts, 
prescribe  for  such  of  their  patients  as  they  The  second  point  to  which  I  would  now 
themselves  either  could  not  find  time,  or  call  attention  is  one  of  much  lefs  magnitndef 
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but  highly  deserving  of  notice  nevertheleas.  proceas,  and  the  coracoid  process,  were  gone. 
How  evident  to  every  one  is,  or  was,  the  The  wound  now  began  to  heal,  and  the  pa- 
evil  of  pluralities  in  the  Church  !     And  why  tient  gradually  recovered.     The  motions  of 
»hould   medical  monopolies,  or  pluralities,  the  arm  were   much    less    restricted   than 
be  differently  regarded  ?      In  a  large  pro-  might  have  been  imagined  from  the  exten- 
vincial  town,  for  instance,  boasting  of  an  sive  loss  of  bone  and  muscle  that  had  been 
infirmaiy,   a  fever-hospital,   a  dispensary,  suffered.     The  clavicle,   detached  from  its 
and  having  two  or  three  of  the  latter  in  its  connections,  at  its  outer  extremity  rose  and 
immediate  proximity,  in  fact  in  its  environs,  projected  for  a  time ;  but  the  skin  over  iU 
why  should  so  many  institutions,  each  re-  point  remained  healthy,  and  by  aud  by,  ,„ 
quiring  and  possessing  so  many  physicians,  the  course  of  the  cicatriaatiou,  it  was  drawn 
be   monopolized  by  the   same   number  of  down  again,  rery  nearly  into  its  old  situation. 
men — nearly  the  same  •*  corps  diplomatique"  —Dr.  Lambrecht,  Medicinische  Zeitung, 
in  each  and  all  of  them — when  each  indi-  No.  14,  1844. 
vidual  charity  could  readily  have  iU  own  — 

medical  tiaff  ?    The   "love  of  place  and  AMAUROSIS  OCCURRING 

power"  must  indeed  be  great  when  thus  it  SUDDENLY, 

extends  to  services  at  best  but  indirectly  ,         ,    ,, 

requited.     Is  it  not  enough  for  a  man  that  ^  military  man,  48  years  of  age,  had  been 

he  gain  his  own  ends  ?      Must  he  needs  ob-  'on&  accustomed  to  take  a  course  of  mineral 

struct  the  path  of  others  ?     Is  it  not  suffi-  waters  during  the  summer,  on  account  of 

cient  that  he  has  had  the  use  of  the  ladder  habitual  hemorrhoids,  with  which  conges- 

wherewith  to  climb  the  precipitous  ascent  ?  tion  to  the  head,  giddiness,  sparks  before 

Must  he  also,  for  prudence  sake,  draw  the  t^e  eyes,  and  some  imperfection  of  vision, 

ladder  up  after  him  ?     Can  so  mmy  offices  ^ere  associated.     In  the  summer  of  1841 

be  as  efficiently  filled  by  one  man  as  by  a  the  patient  was  hindered  from  pursuing  his 

corresponding  number  of  men  ?      In  fine,  «8«al    practice,    partly    through   business, 

are  the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  medical  Partly  through  an  attack  of  rheumatic  fever, 

science    not    manifestly    disregarded,    aye,  scaroely  recovered  from  which  he  had  to 

trampled  under  foot,  for  the  furtherance  of  JO»n  his  regiment  on  duty.     Here  all  his  old 

selfish  ends,  by  the  adoption  of  so  unreason-  complainte  returned ;  and  one  morning  on 

able  a  system  ?    And  if  so,  should  the  pub-  parade  his  sight  suddenly  became  so  imper- 

lic  and  the  profession  not  seek  to  have  a  feet,  that  he  could  not  distinguish  either  ob- 

veto  put  upon   it  ?    Truly  the  instructive  jecta  or  persons  at  a  very  short  distance 

fable  of  "  the  dog  in  the  manger"  might  fro™  »»»»»  and  could  neither  read  a  printed 

here  be  aptly  enough  quoted  as  a  finale,  page  nor  writing.     As  this  attack  was  re- 

But  enough,  it  is  hoped,  has  already  been  ferred  to  hemorrhoidal  congestion,  leeches 

said    to  Mcure  the  attention    of   medical  were  appUed  to  the  sacrum,  a  large  issue 

reformers  to  two  so  important  yet  neglected  was  made  in  the  left  arm,  and  the  use  of 

subjects    as    those  of  "  unqualified  assis-  one  of   the    purgative  mineral  waters,  to 

tants"  and  "  medical  pluralists,"  by  which  he  had  been  accustomed,  was  com- 

Yours  respectfully,  menoed.     To  the  mineral  water  was  added 

A  Mbmbbr  of  thb  North  of  England  W  «nd  by  the  use  of  cream  of  tarter  and 

Association.  sulphur.    The  patient  had  so  far  recovered 

>                                         *  in  the  course  of  four  weeks,  that  he  was 

uctoDcr,  1844. •  again  in  a  condition  to  read  rather  smaU 

.  „,,,  .  print. — Dr.  Suffbrt,   Medicinische  Zei- 

NECROSIS  OF  THE  SCAPULA.  f^^^  ^o.  12,  1844. 

A  labourbr,  28  years  of  age,  had  for  rome  7pf7TTTFrARTFS'  HAT  T 
time  observed  a  swelling  upon  one  of  his  AI:'UlHJ!.<^AIlilL&    ilAL.L.. 
shoulder-blades,  which  increased  gradually  Gentlemenwho  hate  obtained  Certificates f 
until,  in  the  course  of  from  six  to  seven  Nov,  7. — G.  Yates,  Burmingham.-— J.  D. 
months,  it  had  gained  the  size  of  the  two  Geldard,   Worthing.  —  £.    Bishop,    Heck- 
fists.     When  he  came  under  treatment,  the  mondwike,  near  ^«eds. 

cellular  substenoe  and  muscles  lying  over      - — - 

the  scapuU  had  sloughed,  and  the  scapula  NoTicE.-If   our  correspondent  ya/ifxa 

in  its  upper  half  was  found  dead.     A  very  wiW  caU  at  our  Pnnters    on  Tuesday,   he 

copious  suppuration  was  established.    Pieces    will  find  a  packet  for  him. 

of  the  bone  were  thrown  off  from  time  to  Erratdm.— In  Mr.  Ure's  paper  in  our 

time  by  the  powers  of  nature,  or  token  away  ^^^  number,  at  the  tenth  line  from  the  foot 

by  art.     By  and  by  the  only  part  of  the  ^f          I90,for  "  circuktion,"  read  ''arti- 

scapula  that  remained  was  its  lower  margin,  ^J^^^j^f* 

and  its  articular  or  glenoid  process  ;  the  su-      ! 

perior  part,  with  the  spine,  the  acromion  Wilson  &  Ooilvy.  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  ^  thrown  on  the  anterior  extremity  of  the 

metatarsal  bones,   and  the  body  becomes 

raised  beyond  the  natural  extent ;  and  again, 

NATURE     AND     TREATMENT     OP  in  bringing  the  foot  thus  affected  forwards, 

DEFORMITIES,  the  heel  only  touches  the  ground  at  first, 

^  ..        ,..,».         .         M  and  the  sole  of  the  foot  falls  more  or  less 

Delwertd  at  ihe  Bhomtbury  Square  abrupUy,   according  to  the  rapidity   with 

ImMutttm,  ^jjj^j^  ^g  patient  walks.     The  consequence 

Bt  R.  W.  Tamplin,  F.R.C.S.E.  is,  that  constant  lameness,  and  consequent 

Surgeon  to  the  Institution.  fatigue,  always  result,  and  occasionally  the 

^__^  foundation  is  laid  for  lateral  curvature  of 

the  spine,  from  the  increased  mobility  kept 
I  RAW  now  pointed  out  the  leading  defor-  up  in  the  spinal  column, 
mities  of  the  ankle-joint,  but  before  I  A  case  of  a  gentleman,  20  years  of  age, 
conclude  this  subject,  I  must  draw  your  occurred  to  me  some  time  since.  He  con- 
attention  to  a  condition  of  the  joint  I  suited  me  for  what  he  imagined  to  be  simple 
have  met  with,  which  exists  without  any  contraction  of  the  gastrocnemius,  and  also 
visible  deformity,  but  which,  nevertheless,  for  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  which, 
is  as  serious  an  inconvenience  to  the  patient  however,  was  slight.  Upon  examination,  I 
as  some  already  detailed,  namely,  a  fixed  found  that  it  wis  impossible  to  flex  the  foot 
position  of  the  ankle-joint  at  right  angles,  beyond  a  right  angle,  and  recommended  di- 
occasioned  by  a  contraction  or  rigidity  of  vision  of  the  tendon ;  wMch  was  assented  to. 
the  whole  of  the  muscles  whose  tendons  I  accordingly  divided  the  tendon,  and  pro* 
surround  the  joint ;  the  joint,  as  far  as  mo-  ceeded  in  Sie  usual  manner  to  flex  the  joint, 
tion  is  concerned,  appearing  anchylosed.  It  As  the  flexion  proceeded,  the  foot  everted  (a 
arises  from  inflammation  in,  or  in  the  neigh-  circumstance  I  pointed  out  to  you,  when 
bourhood  of,  the  joint,  and,  as  in  other  in-  speaking  of  talipes  equinus^  occasionally 
stances  already  mentioned,  owes  its  origin  to  luippened),  and,  upon  examination,  the  pe* 
the  instinctive  efforts  constantly  in  exercise  by  roneii  and  common  extensor  were  exceed- 
the  patient  to  relieve  himself  from,  or  to  pre-  ingly  rigid  and  tense,  as  also  the  anterior  tibial 
vent  an  increase  of,  pain  ;  there  being  no  tendon.  I  proposed  and  advised  a  division 
disease  in  the  nerves  or  muscles  themselves,  of  these  tendons,  which  was  assented  to. 
Tlie  position  at  right  angles  is,  however,  the  After  the  punctures  had  healed,  I  directed 
most  rare,  as,  generally,  when  disease  in  or  the  foot  should  be  flexed  and  extended  alter- 
about  the  joint  is  a  cause  of  contraction,  nately  night  and  morning,  and  in  this  way 
talipes  equinus,  or  talipes  equino-varus,  is  succeeded  in  obtaining  firee  motion,  which 
the  result ;  either  of  these  deformities  appears  was  also  accompanied  with  voluntary  power ; 
to  leave,  and  in  fact  does  leave,  the  synovial  and  the  patient  perfectly  recovered  without 
membrane  of  the  joint  more  fne,  and  less  the  aid  of  artificial  support.  The  curvature 
subjected  to  pressure,  than  the  position  at  of  the  spine  was  afterwards  cured  by  means 
right  angles.  This  condition,  then,  although  I  shall  have  occasion  to  point  out  to  you 
unaccompanied  with  deformity,  is,  as  you  when  we  come  to  speak  on  that  subject, 
must  perceive,  a  very  serious  inconvenience,  -  This  case  originated  when  the  patient  was 
and  occasions  great  lameness;  as,  during  six  years  old,  from  abscesses  around  the  joint, 
the  act  of  progression,  immediately  the  op-  but  which  had  not  affected  the  integrity  of 
posite  extremity  is  carried  beyond  the  per-  the  joint  itself,  and  was  occasioned  by  the 
pendicular  position  of  the  body  the  patient  constantly  maintained  position,  every  muscle 

886.— XXXV.  Q 
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but  highly  deserving  of  notice  nevertheless,  process,  and  the  coracoid  process,  were  gone. 

How  evident  to  every  one  is,  or  was,  the  The  wound  now  began  to  heal,  and  the  pn- 

evil  of  pluralities  in  the  Church  !     And  why  tient  gradually  recovered.     The  motions  of 

should   medical  monopolieSf  or  pluralities,  the  arm  were   much    less    restricted   than 

be  differently  regarded  ?      In  a  large  pro-  might  have  been  imagined  from  the  exten- 

vincial  town,  for  instance,  boasting  of  an  sive  loss  of  bone  and  muscle  that  had  been 

infirmary,   a  fever-hospital,   a   dispensary,  suffered.     The  clavicle,   detached  from  its 

and  having  two  or  three  of  the  latter  in  its  connections,  at  its  outer  extremity  rose  and 

immediate  proximity,  in  fact  in  its  environs,  projected  for  a  time ;  but  the  skin  over  its 

why  should  so  many  institutions,  each  re-  point  remained  healthy,  and  by  and  by,  in 

quiring  and  possessing  so  many  physicians,  the  course  of  the  cicatrizatiou,  it  was  drawn 

be  monopolized  by  the   same   number  of  down  again,  very  nearly  into  its  old  situation. 

men — nearly  the  same  *' corps  diplomatique"  — Dr.  Lambrecht,  MedicinUche  Zeiiung, 

in  each  and  all  of  them — when  each  indi-  No.  14,  1844. 

vidual  charity  could  readily  have  i7*  own 

medical  staff?    The  "love  of  place  and  AMAUROSIS  OCCURRING 

power"  must  indeed  be  great  when  thus  it  SUDDENLY. 

extends  to  services  at  best  but   indirectly 

requited.     Is  it  not  enough  for  a  man  that  A.  military  man,  48  years  of  age,  had  been 

he  gain  his  own  ends  ?      Must  he  needs  ob-  'o^g  accustomed  to  take  a  course  of  mineral 

struct  the  path  of  others  ?     Is  it  not  suffi-  waters  during  the  summer,  on  account  of 

cient  that  he  has  had  the  use  of  the  bidder  habitual  hemorrhoids,  with  which  conges-  ._ 

wherewith  to  climb  the  precipitous  ascent  ?  tion  to  the  head,  giddiness,  sparks  before 

Must  he  also,  for  prudence  sake,  draw  the  the  eyes,  and  some  imperfection  of  vision, 

ladder  up  after  him  ?     Can  so  many  offices  were  associated.     In  the  summer  of  1841 

be  as  efficiently  filled  by  one  man  as  by  a  ^^^  patient  was  hindered  from  pursuing  his 

corresponding  number  of  men?      In  fine,  usual    practice,    partly    through    business, 

are  the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  medical  partly  through  an  attack  of  rheumatic  fever, 

science    not    manifestly    disregarded,    aye,  scarcely  recovered  from   which  he  had  to 

trampled  under  foot,  for  the  furtherance  of  join  ^^\  regiment  on  duty.     Here  all  his  old 

selfish  ends,  by  the  adoption  of  so  unreason-  complaints  returned  ;  and  one  morning  on 

able  a  ayatem  ?    And  if  so,  should  the  pub-  parade  his  sight  suddenly  became  so  imper- 

lic  and  the  profession  not  seek  to  have  a  fecti  that  he  could  not  distinguish  either  ob- 

veto   put  upon  it  ?     Truly  the  instructive  jects  or  persons  at  a  very  short  distance 

fable  of  "  the  dog  in  the  manger"  might  'ro"»  h»«»,  and  could  neither  read  a  printed 

here  be  aptly  enough  quoted  as  a  finale,  page  nor  writing.      As  this  attack  was  re-  \^ 

But  enough,  it  is  hoped,  has  already  been  ferred  to  hemorrhoidal  congestion,  leeches 

said    to   secure  the  attention    of   medical  were  applied  to  the  sacrum,  a  large  issue 

reformers  to  two  so  important  yet  neglected  was  made  in  the  left  arm,  and  the  use  of 

Bubjecto   as    those  of  "unqualified  assis-  one  of   the    purgative  mineral   waters,  to 

tants"  and  "  medical  pluralists,"  by  which  he  had  been  accustomed,  was  com- 

Yours  respectfully,  menced.    To  the  mineral  water  was  added 

A  Mkmbkr  of  thb  North  of  England  ^J  and  by  the  use  of  cream  of  tarUr  and 

Association.  sulphur.    The  patient  had  so  far  recovered 

i^wntwM.  \aAA  ^  the  course  of  four  weeks,  that  he  waa 

again  m  a  condition  to  read  rather  small 

^«w«  ^-  ««,«  ^^A^TTT  ^  print. — Dr.  Suffbrt,   Medicinische  Zei- 

NECROSIS  OF  THE  SCAPULA.  J^^^  jjo.  12,  1844. 

A  LABOURBR,  28  ycan  of  age,  had  for  some  ~~^  ji. 
time  observed  a  swelling  upon  one  of  his                APOTHECARIES'  HALL, 
shoulder-blades,  which  increased  gradually         Gentlemen  who  have  obtained  Certiftcaiea, 
until,  in  the  course  of  from  six  to  seven  Nov,  7. — 6.  Yates,  Burmingham.--J.  D. 
months,  it  had  gained  the  size  of  the  two  Geldard,   Worthing.  —  £.    Bishop,    Heck- 
fists.     When  he  came  under  treatment,  the  mondwike,  near  J/oods, 

cellular  substance  and  muscles  Ijring  over  —  —      — 

the  scapuU  had  sloughed,  and  the  scapula        NoTicE.—If   our  correspondent  ya^a 

in  its  upper  half  was  found  dead.     A  very  will  call  at  our  Printers'  on  Tuesday,   he 

copious  suppuration  was  established.    Pieces  will  find  a  packet  for  him. 

of  the  b°«« '^f;^^^^;^^^^^      n^^WpLTJ^        ERRATUM.-In  Mr.  Ure's  paper  in  our 

time  by  the  P^Jf  "J^,?*;^^' ^^^^  l».t  number,  at  the  tenth  line  from  the  foot 

by  art.      By  and  by  the  only  part  of  the  ^  j^^^^      "  circulation,"  read  "arti- 

scapula  that  remained  was  its  lower  margin,  ^^j^n  »»   '  ^uwuiuu,    «»« 

and  its  articular  or  glenoid  process  ;  the  su-  1_ 

perior  part,  with  the  spine,  the  acromion  Wilson  kOoiLvv,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  1*  thrown  on  the  anterior  extremity  of  the 

ON  THK  metatarsal  bones,   and  the  body  becomes 

raised  beyond  the  natural  extent ;  and  again, 

NATURE     AND     TREATMENT     OF  in  bringing  the  foot  thus  affected  forwards, 

DEFORMITIES,  the  heel  only  touches  the  ground  at  first, 

^  ,.        ,     <  .,  .  n.        ,         »  and  the  sole  of  the  foot  falls  more  or  less 

Delivered  at  the  Bloomebury  Square  abruptly,   according  to  the  rapidity   with 

Innttutvm.  which  the  patient  walks.      The  consequence 

Bt  R.  W.  Tamplin,  F.R.C.S.E.  is,  that  constant  lameness,  and  consequent 

Surgeon  to  the  Institution.  fatigue,  always  result,  and  occasionally  the 

^____  foundation  is  laid  for  lateral  curvature  of 

the  spine,  irom  the  increased  mobility  kept 
I  HAYS  now  pointed  out  the  leading  defor-  up  in  the  spinal  column. 
miUes  of  the  ankle-joint,  but  before  I  A  case  of  a  gentleman,  20  years  of  age, 
conclude  this  subject,  I  must  draw  your  occurred  to  me  some  time  since.  He  con- 
attention  to  a  condition  of  the  joint  I  suited  me  for  what  he  imagined  to  be  simple 
have  met  with,  which  exists  without  any  contraction  of  the  gastrocnemius,  and  also 
visible  deformity,  but  which,  nevertheless,  for  lateral  curvature  of  the  spine,  which, 
is  as  serious  an  inconvenience  to  the  patient  however,  was  slight.  Upon  examination,  I 
as  some  already  detailed,  namely,  a  fixed  found  that  it  was  impossible  to  flex  the  foot 
position  of  the  ankle-joint  at  right  angles,  beyond  a  right  angle,  and  recommended  di- 
occasioned  by  a  contraction  or  rigidity  of  vision  of  the  tendon ;  which  was  assented  to. 
the  whole  of  the  muscles  whose  tendons  I  accordingly  divided  the  tendon,  and  pro- 
surround  the  joint ;  the  joint,  as  far  as  mo-  ceeded  in  the  usual  manner  to  flex  the  joint, 
tion  is  concerned,  appearing  anchylosed.  It  As  the  flexion  proceeded,  the  foot  everted  (a 
arises  from  inflammation  in,  or  in  the  neigh-  circumstance  I  pointed  out  to  you,  when 
bourhood  of,  the  joint,  and,  as  in  other  in*  speaking  of  talipes  equinu8>  occasionally 
stances  already  mentioned,  owes  its  origin  to  happened),  and,  upon  examination,  the  pe- 
the  instinctive  efforts  constantly  in  exercise  by  roneii  and  common  extensor  were  exceed- 
the  patient  to  relieve  himself  from,  or  to  pre-  ingly  rigid  and  tense,  as  also  the  anterior  tibial 
vent  an  increase  of,  pain  ;  there  being  no  tendon.  I  proposed  and  advised  a  division 
disease  in  the  nerves  or  muscles  themselves,  of  these  tendons,  which  was  assented  to. 
TtM  position  at  right  angles  is,  however,  the  After  the  punctures  had  healed,  I  directed 
most  rare,  as,  generally,  when  disease  in  or  the  foot  should  be  flexed  and  extended  alter- 
about  the  joint  is  a  cause  of  contraction,  nately  night  and  morning,  and  in  this  way 
talipes  equinus,  or  talipes  equino-varus,  is  succeeded  in  obtaining  jfi^  motion,  which 
the  result ;  either  of  these  deformities  appears  was  also  accompanied  with  voluntary  power ; 
to  leave,  and  in  fact  does  leave,  the  synovial  and  the  patient  perfectly  recovered  without 
membrane  of  the  joint  more  free,  and  lesa  the  aid  of  artificial  support.  The  curvature 
subjected  to  pressure,  than  the  position  at  of  the  spine  was  afterwards  cured  by  means 
right  angles.  This  condition,  then,  although  I  shall  nave  occasion  to  point  out  to  you 
unaccompanied  with  deformity,  is,  as  you  when  we  come  to  speak  on  that  subject, 
must  perceive,  a  very  serious  inconvenience,  ■  This  case  originated  when  the  patient  waa 
and  occasions  great  lameness;  as,  during  ^ix  years  old,  fi-om  abscesses  around  the  joint, 
the  act  of  progression,  immediately  the  op-  but  which  had.  not  affected  the  integrity  of 
posite  extremity  is  carried  beyond  the  per-  the  joint  itself,  and  was  occasioned  by  the 
pendicular  position  of  the  body  the  patient  constantly  maintained  position,  every  muscle 
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having  been  directed  to  assist  in  preventing 
motion :  and  this  being  continued  for  two 
or  three  years,  resulted  in  the  condition 
mentioned.  I  have  since  seen  three  cases  in 
younger  subjects,  but  it  is  rare,  and  will  re- 
quire great  caution  in  forming  your  diag- 
nosis. 

With  this,  gentlemen,  I  conclude  the  de- 
formities of  the  feet ;  and  you  cannot  have 
failed  to  observe,  that  each  of  them  is,  at  its 
origin,  and  in  its  less  severe  form,  nothing 
more  than  a  permanent  position  of  one  of 
the  natural  motions  of  the  joint,  whether  it 
is  congenital  or  non -congenital,  whether  at- 
tended with  paralysis  or  without  paralysis ; 
and  this  circumstance  alone  renders  it  the 
more  unaccountable  and  astonishing  that  the 
attention  of  the  profession  was  not  earlier 
attracted  to  their  true  character,  and  that 
the  circumstances  which  induced  Delpech  to 
make  this  great  and  novel  experiment  of 
remedying  them  upon  proper  scientific  prin- 
ciples, namely,  the  union  of  the  tendo- 
Achilles  and  fracture  of  the  patella,  were 
unobserved  until  so  recent  a  period,  for 
many  opportunities  must  have  presented 
themselves  in  the  dissecting-room  for  the 
study  of  their  morbid  anatomy. 

In  the  first  deformity  I  drew  your  atten- 
tion to,  namely,  talipes  equinus,  there  is  at 
its  onset,  and  during  its  progress,  nothing 
more  than  a  greater  or  less  extension  of  the 
joint,  and  this  amount  of  extension  not  ex- 
ceeding the  natural  and  healthy  position, 
which,  during  the  varied  exercise  to  which 
every  human  being  is  subjected,  is  con- 
stantly taking  place;  and  even  the  com- 
plete elevation  of  the  heel  can  also  be  ef- 
fected voluntarily,  as  may  be  seen  on  the 
boards  of  the  Opera,  for  no  talipes  equinus 
can  be  more  complete  than  the  extreme  ex- 
tension the  opera-dancers  are  enabled  to 
effect,  and  for  some  length  of  time. 

In  talipes  varus,  the  next  considered, 
there  is  in  its  simplest  form  but  the  inverted 
position,  which  can  be  accomplished  at  will 
by  any  individual ;  and  the  malposition  of 
the  bones,  in  severe  adult  cases,  with  the 
contraction  of  tissues,  is  occasioned,  as  I 
have  shewn  you,  by  the  weight  of  the  body 
constantly  stretching  certain  ligaments,  and 
in  this  manner  adding  to  the  original  posi- 
tion, by  more  or  less  separating  the  bones 
from  their  normal  articulating  surfaces — at 
least  in  part,  never  altogether ;  and  it  ii  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  in  this,  the  most  se- 
vere deformity  in  appearance,  and  occurring 
perhaps  at  an  early  period  of  uterine  exis- 
tence, the  bones  are  formed  and  grow  in 
their  natural  relative  proportions,  and  with 
their  natural  healthy  articulating  surfaces  ; 
although,  with  a  natural  inference,  a  por- 
tion of  those  articulating  surfaces  have 
never  been  in  actual  contact  i  thus  shewing 
that  the  nisiu  formativus  remains  uninter- 


rupted, and  giving  us  a  due  to  its  real  cha- 
racter and  origin. 

Again,  in  talipes  valgus,  you  have  also  the 
eversiou  which  is  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
wiUat  pleasure.  The  flattening  of  the  arches 
of  the  foot,  arising  also  from  mechanical 
causes  and  a  supposed  debility  of  the  passive 
attachment  of  the  bones,  and  the  two  de- 
formities arising  from  the  first,  in  combina- 
tion with  either  of  those  last  mentioned, 
can  be  at  all  times  occasioned  by  the  effort 
of  the  will. 

The  last,  viz.  talipes  calcaneus,  being  also 
a  flexed  position,  and  one  constantly  oc- 
curring in  the  varied  motions  exercised  in 
daily  life ;  and  yet  this  state  of  things  being 
permanent,  becomes  a  deformity,  of  course 
aggravated  from  various  attendant  circum- 
stances and  causes  mentioned.  And  what 
deformity  can  we  meet  with  greater  than  that 
which  is  daily  witnessed  in  the  positions  as- 
sumed by  itinerant  mountebankSt  who  have 
been  accustomed  from  early  infancy  to  a 
stretehing  of  almost  every  ligament  of  the 
body. 

Having  now  pointed  out  to  you  the  true 
character  of  the  deformities  of  the  foot,  I 
must  just  draw  your  attention  to  the  con- 
genital deformities.  These  consist  of  telipes 
varus,  talipes  valgus,  and  talipes  calcaneus. 
I  have  never  met  with  talipes  equinus.  You« 
will  recollect  I  stated  that,  in  my  opinion,  it 
was  position,  and  position  alone,  which 
caused  these  malpositions  (or  rather  the  per- 
manent extraroe  natural  position,  for  this  is 
its  real  character)  during  uterine  existence  ; 
and  if  yon  observe  the  character  of  these 
three  congenital  deformities,  I  think  you 
will  have  little  difficulty  in  reconciling  the 
possibility,  if  not  the  probability,  of  this 
being  the  case.  Take  the  first  mentioned, 
talipes  varus :  there  are  many  positions  in 
which  the  extremities  of  the  child  may  be 
kept  in  utero,  which  would  adapt  it  better  to 
the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  provided  the  feet 
were  inverted ;  and  it  so  happens  that  by  far 
the  greater  number  of  congenital  cases  con- 
sist of  double  varus ;  and  where  it  does  not 
consist  of  double  varus,  nothing  is  more 
easy  to  account  for  than  one  or  other  extre- 
mity being  so  placed,  that  the  foot  should 
grow  in  that  position,  whilst  its  fellow  may 
be  free  and  unconfined.  Then,  if  you  refer 
to  congenital  valgus,  this  also  may  be  easily 
imagined — that  the  extremities  or  extremity 
may  be  so  situated  that  the  flat  surface  of 
the  feet  press  more  or  less  on  the  walls  of 
the  uterus';  if  not  constantly,  sufficiently  to 
influence  the  position  of  them  during  the 
growth  of  the  bones  and  ligaments ;  and,  be 
it  remenlbered,  that  it  is  only  the  Hgamento 
and  muscles  that  we  find  affected,  the  bones 
retaining,  in  either  of  the  three  forms,  their 
natural  proportions  and  relative  size,  and  it 
must  be  evident  that  it  would  not  require 


KATURB  AND  TREATMENT  OF  DEFORMITIES.  243 

any  force,  bat  merdy  a  oonitant  poaition,  to  ftilly  been  applied ;    ao  that  it  doea  not 

prodnoe  tlua  effect, — at  leaat  it  ia  ao  to  my  appear  there  ia  any  want  of  development, 

mind.  any  diaeaaed  condition  of  the  brain  or  nerrea, 

Then,  agjain,  take  tafipea  caleanena :  thia  nor  any  unhealthy  condition  of  the  functiona 

alao  ia  a  position  that  may  aa  easily  be  ima-  of  the  mnaclea,  unless  the  simple  contraction 

gined  to  be  oonatantly  effected,  according  to  be  regarded  aa  anch.    Now  yon  must  also 

the  position  in  which  the  eztremitiea  lie ;  bear  in  mind  that  the  mnsclea  which  are  not 

and  if  they  are  ao  aitaated  that  the  anterior  contracted  are  not  in  any  way  affected  be* 

portaon  of  the  sole  of  the  foot  preaaea  more  or  yond  their  being  kept  constantly  drawn  out, 

leaa  on  the  walla  of  the  nteroa,  of  oonrae  the  and  from  the  position  of  the  feet  or  foot 

flexed  position  ia  the  one  it  would  assume,  being  constant,  alao  prerented  from  con- 

and  that  without  any  difficulty  or  reaiatance ;  tracting  on  themaelTes ;  but  the  moment 

aa,  if  we  auppose  during  the  motions  of  the  the  resistance  ia  overcome  you  will  find  their 

child,  the  poaition  of  Uie  feet  may  be  more  power  of  contracting  as  perfect,  whether  in 

or  less  altered  aa  it   regarda  the  extreme  infanta  or  adulta,  but  more  evidently  in 

amount  of  flexion,  yet  if,  after  theae  active  infanta,  aa  if  their  full  amount  of  power  had 

efforta  have  ceaaed,  the  feet  reaasume  thia  constantly  been  uaed.     And  you  have  only 

position,  the  gastrocnemiua  remaining  pas-  to  walk  up  stairs,  and  you  will  be  enabled  to 

sive,  which  it  would  do,  of  course  the  great-  satiafy  yourselvea  of  this  fact.     So  that  theae 

eat  amount  of  flexion  would  moat  easily  take  circumatancea-^I  may  aay  facts — combined, 

place,  and   thua   become   permanent,   the  lead  me  to  the  cot^clusion  that  it  is  to  the  po- 

flexors  growing  in  the  contracted  condition,  sition  that  these  deformities  owe  their  origin. 

The  same  remarka  apply  to  each  of  the  I  have  never,  aa  I  have  told  you,  met  talipea 

congenital  deformitiea  which  we  meet  with,  equinna  congenital ;    I  aaean  the  simple  ele- 

without  malformation  of  the  parta.     I  atated  vation  of  the  heel :  this  also  oonfirma  me  in 

alao  to  you  that  it  was  my  opinion  no  struc-  my  opinion,  aa  I  cannot  imagine  how  thia 

tural  shortening  took  place,  and  tliat  there  deformity  could  be  caused  by  position,  for  I 

waa  no  evidence  of  any  morbid  condition  of  can  perceive  no  way  in  which  the  extremitiea 

the  muacle  or  muadea.     Now  it  muat  be  of  a  child  could  be  placed  or  formed  in  utero 

remembered,  that  although  the  bonea  grow  so  aa  to  keep  the  heel  up,  without  any  other 

in  an  extreme  position,  yet,  aa  I  have  before  deformity  or  malposition  being  produced. 

observed,  they  are  perfectly  formed,  and  Whereas  the  three  deformities  mentioned 

that  the  articular  aurfooea  alao  are  in  every  may  each  of  them  be  assumed  to  be  placed 

respect  perfect :   ao  that  thua  for  a  malpo-  easily  in  the  position  in  which  we  find  diem, 

aition  doea    not  interfere   with  the  nisua  With  regard  to  the  non-congenital  de- 

formativuB.     Why  ahould  it  do  ao  in  the  formitiea  of  the  feet,  you  have,  aa  I  have  had 

muadea  or  tendona  ?     To  me,  tiie  foot  of  occaaion  frequently  to  observe,  paralysis  of 

the  contraction  of  the  deatriz  drawing  to-  one  or  more  muadea,  and  a  spasmodic  affec- 

gether  tiie  two  enda  of  the  tendona,  in  the  tion  of  one  or  more  of  them  ;  occasionally 

caae  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  firat  lecture,  of  the  whole  voluntary  muscular  ay  stem. 

The  naturd  podtion  of  the  foot  being  mdn-  When  it  ia  combined  with  pardysis,  I  have 

tdned,  andthe  naturd  motion  of  the  joint  dao  atated  that  no  known  remedy  has  been  dis- 

having  been  exerdaed  by  the  little  patient,  covered  if  it  haa  been  of  long  standing,  and 

previous  to  ita  death,  ia  oondnnve  aa  it  that  we  can  only  remove  the  deformity,  and 

regarda  the  idea  of  atructurd  ahortening.  reat  satisfied  with  artifiddaupport.   That  the 

Whatevidencehavewe,  then,  of  aapasmodic  limb  ia  dwaya  in  an  atrophied  condition, 

conditk>n  of  the  muscles  contracted  ?     Do  and  poaaeases  that  Ufdesa  flabby  state  which 

they,  during  the  exerdae  of  volition,  whether  is  so  peculiar  to  the  pardytic  condition,  and 

in  infants  or  adults,  present  that  pecdiar  aa  we  know  but   little  of  the  pathology 

irregular  action  which  ia  so  conspicuous,  of  the  nerves,  I  shall  not  waste  dther  your 

and,  I  may  aay,  characteriatic,  of  what  we  time  or  my  own  by  specdation  or  theory. 

call  apasm  ?    Certainly  not.     Tlie  motiona  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  pardysii  exists,  and  oc- 

areaa  wdland  regularly  performed  in  the  cadonallyofboth  lower  extremities,  with  con- 

mdpontion  aa  in  the  naturd  podtion,  ao  for  tractioa  of  one  or  more  musdea,  produdng 

aa  nie  contracted  muadea  will  admit.    And  dther  of  the  deformitiea  before  mentioned ; 

many  casea  may  be  aeen  amongat  our  out-  frequently  varua  of  one  foot,  vdgus,orequino 

jiatientr,  in  whom  the  deformity  haa  been  valgua,  of  the  other ;  the  patient  possess- 

rsBBOved,  where  the  little  padenta  exerdae  ing  the  amaliest  poadble  amount  of  motion  in 

every  motion  of  the  foot  aa  perfectly  and  the  toea.    And  of  course,  if  complete  para- 

vrith  aa  much  fodlity  aa  a  child  who  haa  not  lyaia  exista,  you  have  no  contraction  of  the 

thva  auffered.     TUa  could  not  be  if  there  knees,  the  limb  lying  in  any  podtion  in 

vras  that  atate  of  mnade  called  apaamodie,  which  it   may  be  placed,  and  appearing 

aa  in  these  caaea  (non-ooagenitd  spasmodic  more  like  a  fordgn  body  than  the  living 

aflectiona),  of  which  we  have  had  aeverd,  extremity,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 

we  know  of  no  remedy  that  has  auooeas-  ligaments  by  which  it  ia  done  held,  perfectly 
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pMiifc;  If  not  complete,  the  koeei  alio  trill     lueteai;  in  ftct,  he  eonU  not  more  from  the 

be  toand  coateBCled,  althnugh  there  msj  be     chiur  without  anutanee  to  raife  him  on  hi* 

DO  avwbible  motion.     You  will  occaMonallr     crutchen.     I  divided  the  coatracted  mnsclea, 

fiud  alight  motion  in  one  or  other  of  the     and  placed  bia  feet  and  kneea  ia  their  norniul 

pitenaon  of  the  leg,  but  not  euScieat  to  be     poiitioD  i  nhea,  with  upright  aopport*  at' 

of  the  alighteat  Dae.     There  ii  alwaja,  boW'     tached  to  hia  boota,  with  atop-joiats  at  thu 

erer,  aa  ftr  at  my  praent  aapenence  goea,     knee,  he  conld  rise  ftom  hia  chair,  and,  with 

more  or  leaa  available  power  in  the  fleiora  and    tiie  asaiiCance  of  two  tticka,  walk;  tbia  he 

eilenaon  of  tbe  tlugh,  and  from  tfaii  fortu-      woa  enabled  to  do  from  the  loluntar;  power 

nate  circnmatanee  ;on  will  be  enabled,  after     he  poaaeaaed  in  the  fleiora  and  eilimaore  of 

fan  have  remored  the  deformitr  or  contrac-     the  thighi.    Since  bii  return  home  he  haa 

tion  of  the  feet,  to  place  the  patient  in  a     been  enabled  lo  walk  in  this  way  about  hia 

much  better  condition — I  may  aay  happier     farm,  to  anperintend  hia  bniincaa,  wheresa 

oondition — compared  to  that  which  he  haa     pnTioualy  he   waa   a    complete    prisoner, 

been  prertonaly  obligod  to  endure.  preaenting  ■   moat  miaerable  and    pitiable 

About   tweWe  moutba  aluce,   a    patient     appearance.     Hie  cast  before  you  will  iUna- 

from  the  country  called  upon  me,  and  with     trnte  the  foregoing  oaae  moat  clearly. 

great  difficulty  awung  bimielf  along  between  In  the  eaae  from  which  the  coat  waa  taken. 

two  CTUtohea  :   hia  lower  eitremitiea  being     the  boy  had  neier  left  hia  home  or  room 

contracted   and    parolyaed    were    perfectly     ei««pt  by  being  carried.      On  remonng  tbe 

~— '■actioii,  and  reatoring  the  natntal  pasi. 

he  alao  by  tha  aame  meana  ia  enabled  to 

daily  eierciae  with  tbe  aaaiilanee  of  two 

I ;  ao  that  yon  can  oonfer  an  immenae 

ml  of  beneSt  in  theae  apparently  hopdeaa 

Of  ooorae,  aa  the  detbrmitiea  will 

at  of  one  ei  other  of  thoae  I   have 

iTOUml  to  explain  to  yon,  the  treatment 

>e  the  aame  aa  that  which  ia  conaittent 

tbe  natni«  of  the  caae,  and  tbe  peculiar 

it  may  oanime. 

e  apasmodlc  coDtractioni  are  the  moat 
d1  and  difficult  to  treat,  for  although 
leformity  and  contraction  may  be  re- 
d,  yet  we  haTe  hitherto  been,  and  arc  at 
nt,  ignorant  of  any  meona  of  remedying 
paamodic  condition  of  the  muadea ;  and 
Bgb  by  dinaion  of  tbe  tendona.  and 
g  the  time  the  uniting  medium  la  >olt 
Halding,  you  can  eaaily  hold  the  foot  in 
iioaition,  yet  the  cauae  eiiata,  and  the 
It  ii  unable  to  control  hia  mnadea.  A* 
aa  the  nnitii^  medium  beeomea  con- 
ited,  the  same  irregular  action  ia 
^t  into  operation,  and  anpiiort  the 
hjr  any  method  yon  may  plsaae  to 
:,  yon  cannot  remoTe  the  cauae  or  the 
You  will,  howerer,  even  here,  im- 
!  the  oondition  of  the  limb  with  great 
:  but  I  would  nerer  advise  reconna 
had  to  the  operation  if  the  foot  or 
Biticulation  can  be  brought  into  poai- 
ij  tbe  effbrta  of  the  baud  alone  ;  but  if 
ch  continued  efibrta  you  are  unable  to 
re  the  natural  poaitiou  of  the  foot,  then 
!  the  muaclea,  whiub,  notwithatanding 
apaamodic  alate,  are  contracted  i  and 
the  removal  of  Che  contraction,  aup- 
the  limb,  and  keep  it  as  much  na 
t>le  in  a  fixed  poaition.  I  know  of  no 
INarram  lilutraiini-  Ihe  panili-tie  condlHon  of  "«•  "»»'  "«  "">"  troubleaome  than  tbeae. 
both  lower  eitremiliea,  which  otcirTcd  in  in-  It  ia  ■  curioua  bet,  that  in  theaa  caaea. 
'"P  ^!?SJl!°" -™'  '""JI^°".^"fK'"'™  '•'«"  "^  '"™*'  "  "United,  tboaa  of 
Sl?.^?^"!.'™*^  7nd  Aon  Of  th.  f«;  «P«~I« -nd  deglutition  aa  well,  the  intellect, 
pnftctly  paralracd.  *ra  perftct,  altbon^  appareoUy  weak,  a* 


MR.  SOLLY'S  CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  PATHOLOGY  OP  THE  BRAIN.   245 

the  cause  most  exist  in  the  brain  or  its  CONTRIBUTIONS 

membranes,  ss  well  as  in  the  spinal  cord  '  ^^  ^^^ 

itself.    The  involuntary  muscles  are  not  in  p.rpHnT  nrv  nv  thi?  rp  aim 

the  sUghteat  degree  affected.     The  cause  PATHOLOGY  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

assigned,  as  in  most  other  non-congenital  Bt  S.  Sollt,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

cases,   is  generally   dentition    or    cerebral         Senior  Asslstant-Sargeon  to  St.  Thomsi's 

irritation,  and  you  will  frequently  find  talipes  Uospiul,  &c. 

valgus  of  the  one  foot,  varus  of  the  other ;  — 

never,  however,  in  their  more  severe  forms,         To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

as  the  opponent  muscles,  although  possess-  Sib, 

i«.g  less  power,  and  thereby  admitting  of  j  ^    j  ^^^     .  ,  ingerting 

the  malposition  are  *1«>  m  an  active  spas-  ^    following  patHologfcil  facts,  whicfi 

modic  state,  and  prevent  the  foot  assuming  "V*  '"""w-mb  f"*-""*"©'*^*  *«^"»»  ^"  *-*• 

the  more  severe  malposition.    This  deformit?  I  have  had  the  opporiunity  of  ptecrv- 

is  said  to  be  congciStal.    I  have  never  seen  »«/  ^^  recording  tlifough  the  kindnc« 

a  case  in  an  infant,  and  although  the  parents  of  my  mends  Dr.  Conolly,   and  Dr. 

assert  that  such  is  the  case,  I  shall  not  be  Begley,  of  HanwelL— I  am,  sir, 
satUfted  untU  I  see  it,  as  I  think  it  most  Your  obedient  servant, 

improbable,  except  in  hydrocephalic  con-  S.  Solly. 

genital  states ;  bat  even  here  I  have  not  yet       St.  Helen's  Plaoe,  Nov.  1844. 
seen  it.    In  the  paralytic  also  you  will  find        The  accounts  which  we  have  of  the 

one  foot  afleoted  with  talipes  varus,  the  other  postmortem  examinations  of  the  brains 

with  valgus,  or  calcaneo  vjOgus ;  m  fiict,  m  ^f  j^iots  are  not  on  the  whole  satis- 

either  of  the  ddbrmities  I  have  mentioned,  j^j^,        ^„^  j^  ^as  not  unfrequently 

T^T?'  m  the  spasmodic  cmm,  which  h^pp/ned  that  no  morbid  appearance 

afiect  the  whob  of  the  muscles  of  the  body,  ^^^y^  discovered. 
find  contraction,  either  permanent  or  tem-         mu  ^j     r  .u        •       ^  #  i         ^ 

porary,  of  the  kiees^aJ if  not  permanent,  ,,  ^^1'*^'?  ^^  '*»«",."  ^^^h  BJid 

they  Will  invariably  be  found  on  the  flexed  ^^^^jiffh  my  views  regarding  Oie  relation 

position  on  any  attempt  to  exerdse  them  on  wftich  m  this  caM   they  bear  to  the 

the  part  of  the  patient.     The  thighs  vrill  »cntal  eondiUon  of  the  patient  during 

also  be  found  adduq^sd,  and  occasionally  life  may  not  be  admitted   by  all,  1 

more  or  less  contracted,  in  the  flexed  posi-  trust  they  will  induce  others  to  pay 

tion ;  the  pronators  and  flexors  of  the  hand  particular  attention  to  the  condition  of 

and  arm  preponderating  in  power,  so  that  all  the  commissures,  in  their  [mtho- 

the  patient  can  exercise  no  steady  well«  ioflncal  examinations, 
directed  movement,  nor  even  oontinue  the        His  general  characteristics  are  thus 

position  in  which  the  hand  or  leg  may  detailed  by  Sir  Alexander  Morison,  in 

happen  to  be  pbeed ;  as,  for  instance,  in  the  his  admirable  work  entitled  the  "  Phy- 

attempt  to  bold  any  thing  in  the  hand,  after  giognomy  of  Mental  Diseases,"  p.  221 , 

having  grasped  the  object,  the  hand  wiU  accompanied  by  a  most  striking  sketch 

sudd^ly  open  with  an  irresistible  unpube,  ^f  the^pearance  of  the  poor  fellow 

nor  has  the  patient  any  power  to  prevent  Jiufim^  ^f^ 

this  occurring.  .pj^j^  j^j^^  ^  ^^^^  ^    ^  ^^  inches  in 

It  IS  ctear.  therefore,  gentlemen,  that  we  j^  .  ^^     his  head  does  not  diflfer  much  in 

are  in  total  ignorance  of  any  complete  and  ^^^^b""*  '"""t"^  j  *7  uvi,«*m*«  tuuvu  ■» 

successful  remedy  for  these  casis;    it  is  '««  from  the  head  of  a  sane  person  j  it 

therefore  useless  to  enter  more  into  detail,  »    rather   depressed   in    the    frontal 

as  any  thing  that  could  be  further  advanced  P®j}*®°'  -  ,     , 

would  be  mere  specuUtive  theory.     Gal-        The  measurement  of  the  head  is— 

vanism  has,  in  some  eases  of  the  less  severe  The  cireumference  .    •    •     21 1  inches 

kind,  been  attended  with  partial  success ;  but  Occipital  frontal  curve      .12^      „ 

I  much  doubt  if  any   positive  beneficial  Longitudinal  diameter     .      7$     n 

results  have  eventually  been  obtained.    Yon  Transverse  diameter    .     •      5|     „ 
can,  therefore,  only  pbce  the  joints  in  the        His  lips  are  thick  and  his  mouth  is 

relative  position,  and  keep  them  in  that  gaping,  allowing  the  sidiva  to  drop  out 

position  constantly,  if  the  feelings  of  the  pa-  of  it ;  his  teeth  are  good,  but  very  irre- 

tientwiUadmitofit,  but  occasionaUy,  from  gular;    his  gait  is  awkward  and  un- 

the  violent  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles,  g^gady ;  in  walking  he  stoops  forward, 

you  wdl  find  It  necessary  to  mternut  the  tig  knees  a  little  bent,  and  his  arms 

treatment.  hanging  before  him  as  if  he  were  about 

to  fall ;   his  usual  position  is  that  of 

leaning  against  a  door  and  gently  beat- 
ing liis  head  upon  it. 
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He  appears  to  possess  the  external  taught  anything,  and  was  very  mia- 

senses — that  of  feeling  is  very  obtuse ;  chievous :  he  was  kept  at  home  until 

he  cannot  say  any  more  than  tee  teei,  about  14  years  ago,  when  he  became  so 

which  he  frequently  repeats,  particu-  troublesome  it   was    not   possible  to 

larly  in  bed ;    he  sleeps  little ;    his  manage  him ;  he  was  then  sent  to  a 

temper  is  good ;  he  is  inclined  to  laugh,  private  asylum,  and  some  time  after- 

but  in  a  very  discordant  manner ;  tie  wards  to  this  institution.    Narrator  has 

can  feed  himself,  but  cannot  dress  or  had  six  other  children,  all  of  whom 

undress ;  he  is  inattentive  to  the  calls  are  sane  and  healthy, 

of  nature ;  he  does  not  exhibit  affection  '*  W.  Beolbt. 
for  any  one,  appears  to  have  no  sense  of       **  Hanwell,  Oct  isu." 

shame,  and  music  does  not  excite  any  ^            _^  .           >%      ,     , 

emotion  in  him.    He  is  said  to  be  in-  Autoptg  30  houn  after  death. 

dined  to  onanism.  The  anterior  portion  of  the  skull-cap 

From  Dr.  Begley  I  received  the  fol-  very  much  thicxened,  at  least  twice  its 

lowing: —  natural  thickness.    The  external  sur- 
face of  the  dura  mater  more  vascular 

Case  of  the  Idiot  DanielU.  than  normal  for  the  age  of  the  patient. 

"  J^ames   Daniells     (called    George  Slight  sanguineous  effusion  diffused  in 

Daniells  in  the  certificate)  aged  33,  small  spots  and  patches  on  the  arach- 

single.    His  mother  states  that  when  noidea  reflexa  lining  the  surface  of  the 

she  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  dura  mater,  not  confined  to  the  upper 

pregnant  of  the  patient  (her  first  child),  part,  but  extending  to  the  base  of  the 

she  in  walking  through  a  street  in  Drain.    This  could  be  scraped  oC 

Spitalfields,  accidentally  trod  upon  a  rat  Some  serous  effusion  unaemeath  the 

wnich  ran  across  the  foot-path  from  arachnoidea   investiens.     I    collected 

under  an  old  watchman's  box:   the  four  ounces  of  sanguineo-serous  fluid 

animal  on  bein?  trodden  upon  turned  altogether,  but  a  portion  of  this  was 

round  and  bit  tne  heel  of  the  narrator,  from  the  ventricles.    The  anterior  lobes 

who  was  much  frightened,  and  swooned  of  the  brain  rather  smaller  than  usual  $ 

away,  and  in  about  a  week  afterwards  the  convolutions  generally  small  and 

was  delivered  of  the  patient,  a  seven  narrow.    The  medullarv  substance  of 

months'    child:    the    ooy   was    fully  the  brain  rather  vascular;  hemisphe^ 

formed  and  very  healthy,  and  continued  rical  ganglion  of  natural  colour.    The 

to  be  so  till  he  was  three  years  old :  at  neurine  of  the  septum  Incidum  was 

that  age  he  was  seised  with 'convulsive  entirely  absent,  and  only  the  lining 

fits,'  which   lasted  seven  hours:   on  membrane  of  the  ventricles  left;   so 

these  subsiding  he  was  found  to  have  that  all  those  longitudinal  fibres  of  the 

lost  the  use  of  his  limbs,  he  could  not  fornix  which  run  through  and  from 

walk   nor  stand,   and  his   head   fell  that  septum  were  deficient.    Central 

to  one  side  on  his  shoulders ;  he  could  portion  of  the  fornix  soft ;   the  crura 

not  articulate ;    whereas,    before  this  cerebri  and  both  the  thalami  were  also 

attack,  he  used  to  run  about  the  house  softened,  but  not  discoloured, 

and  talk  like  other  children  of  that  age  I  •  Weight  of  cerebellum  and  medulla 

he  used  even  to  go  to  a  neighbour's  for  oblongata,  six  ounces  two  drachms, 

sand,  tape,  a  bellows,  or  any  thing  else  Cerebrum,  lb.  ij.  ^ij*  5ij- 

that  his  mother  might  have  sent  him  to  Inflammation  of  both  lungs,— of  the 

borrow :  he  usedtocail  *dada'  when  he  pleura  on  the  left  side,  with  purulent 

saw  his  father,  and  he  addressed  other  effusion. 

persons  by  their  proper  names;    but  Slight  inflammation  of  peritoneum, 
after  this  attack  he  appeared  to  lose  all 

intelligence.  Rbuabks. — In  considering  the  deduc- 

*' She  stated  distinctly  that  they  were  tions  we  can  legitimately  draw  from 

not  connected  with  dentition.  these   post-mortem    apjiearances,    we 

<*  Medical  aid  was  resorted  to  without  must  separate  those  which  are  recent 

benefit:  he  became  an  ottt*patient  of  from  those  which  are  of  long  standing, 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital  under  Dr.Currie :  as  the  latter  alone  could  have  been  the 

electricity  was  employed :   the  convul-  cause  of  the  idiotcy. 

sions  frequently  returned,  the  narrator  First,  the  thickness  of  the  skull  is 

thinks  most  severely  at  the  new  moon ;  common  in  all  cases  of  atrophy  of  the 

he  was  sent  to  school,  bat  could  not  be  brain  from  disease ;  the  growth  of  the 
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ekiifl  following  the  shrinking  of  the  from  the  external  world  to  the  brain, 

brain.    The   hemispherical    ganglion,  If  a  portion  of  the  commissural  ap- 

which  is  now  admitted  to  be  tnat  por-  paratus  be  deficient,  then,  I  believe,  is 

tion  of  the  brain  which  more  directly  the  individual  in  whom  the  deficiency 

ministers  to  intellect  than  any  other,  exists  deprived  of  the  means  of  com- 

was  not   altered  in  structure,  which  paring    tne    impressions     which    his 

would  have  been  the  case  if  the  skull  organs  of  sense  convey  to  his  brain ; 

had  grown  into,  and  thus  pressed  upon  and  consequently  becomes  idiotic  from 

the  brain ;  so  that  this  condition  of  the  this  serious  defect  in  his  mental  ap« 

skull  must  be  regarded  as  the  conse-  paratus. 

quence,  not  the  cause,  of  the  condition  It  is  very  difficult  to  reason  with  any 

of  the  brain  which  produced  this  idiotic  satis&ction  upon  the  account  of  the 

state  of  mind.  progress  of  the  idiotic  condition  of  this 

The   anterior   lobes    of   the  hemi-  lad  from  the  mother's  state,  in  relation 

spherical  ganglion,  though  small,  were  of  the  condition  of   the  brain    after 

not   so    deficient   as    to  account    for  death.    But  the  explanation  which  I 

idiotcy,    and    the    substance    of  the  should  venture  to  propose  is  this.  That 

ganglion  was  healthy  and  natural.  about  the  age  of  three,  the  convulsive 

The  softening  of  the  fornix  and  tha>  fits  which  occurred  were  occasioned 

lami   was  asthenic,  and  very  possibly  by  slight  inflammation  of  the  lining 

not  very  recent  in  its  production  :  so  membrane  of  the  ventricles,  and  some 

that  it  appears  that  the  only  abnormal  serous  effusion  into  these  cavities,  and 

appearance  which  we  can  suppose  to  that  absorption  of  the  septum  lucidum 

have  been  co-existent  with  the  idiotic  followed  the  subsidence  of  the  attack, 

condition  of  the  boy, is  the  deficiency  of  It  may  be  said  that  the  idiotcy  was 

the  medullary  fibres  of   the  septum  more  probably  occasioned  by  the  serous 

lucidum.    To  those  physiologists  who  effusiqn    generally    pressing    on    the 

regard  this  portion  of  the  brain  as  a  hemispherical  ganglion,  and  thus  anni- 

mere  septum,  this  fact  is  of  little  in-  hilating  its  function ;  but  if  such  had 

terest ;    out  to  those  who  agree  with  heen  the  case,  would  not  this  ranglion 

me  in  regarding  it  as  an  important  have  been  altered  in  structure? 

portion  of  the  commissural  apparatus 

imt^SSX^  ffi^nfeetsarV'  ^^'^^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^""  ^-^^^^^^ 

to  advert  to   the  fact  that  I  demon.  SEVERAL  DAYS  AFTER  DEATH. 

strated  in  my  work  on  the  Brain.    (See  

page  18G,  and  plate  IX.  fig  1 .  and  page  jy,  the  Ediiar  qf  the  Medical  Gazette, 
428,  for  physiological  inferences,  for 

pathological  states),  that  the  septum  ^'*> 

lucidum  consists  of  longitudinal  fibres,  I  transmit  the  following  case,  which 

which,  running  backwards  from  the  proves  that  opium  may  1^  detected  in 

anterior  portion  of  the  hemispherical  the  stomach  some  days  after  death, 

ffanglion,  form  a  portion  of  the  inferior  Samuel  Cornish,  aged   56,  of  pre- 

longitudinal  commissure  or  fornix,  for  viously  good    health,  died  somewhat 

most  writers  on  this  subject  since  have  suddenly  on  the  17th  of  September  last, 

neglected  to  observe  it.    And  though  There  were   some    suspicions  of   his 

physiologists  may  disagree  with  me  in  having  been  poisoned,  and  I  received 

my  view  of  the  office  of  the  septum  notice  from  the  coroner  to  be  present 

lucidum  as  a  portion  of  the  intellectual  at  the  disinterment  of  his  body ;    he 

apparatus,  I  know  that  they  will  find,  had  been  buried  twelve  days.      The 

ir  they  take  the  trouble  to  examine  it,  corpse  was  considerably  decomposed, 

that  I  am  correct  in  my  account  of  its  of  a  dark  livid  careen  colour,  and  the 

anatomical  structure  and  the  direction  abdomen  disten£d  almost  to  bursting 

of  its  component  fibres.  with  gas.     The  chest  and  its  contents 

I  have  long  regarded,  and  taught  in  were   found    to  have  been    perfectly 

my  lectures,  that  the  commissures  are  healthy ;   but  on  opening  the  abdomen 

the  instruments  by  which  impressions  it  was  observed  that  the  whole  course 

are  conveyed  between  one  portion  of  of  the  intestinal  canal  was  highly  vas- 

the  hemispherical  ganglion  and  another,  cular  and  congested,  putting  on  a  deep 

lust  as  the  nerves  are  the  instruments  purple  hue.     The  stomach  containea 

by  which    impressions  are   conveyed  about  1}  oz.  of  a  thick  dirty  yellow 
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Hold;  the  intestines  were  quite  empty,  CASE  OP  ACUTE  POISONING  RY 

and,  except  at  one  Domt,  free  from  CARBONATE  OP  LEAD.* 

ulceration.     A  part  of  the  contents  of 

the  stomach  was  boiled  in  alcohol,  and  Bt  John  Snow, 

then    filtered ;     it    gave    a    deep    red  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirur^cal 

solution,  which  stained   paper   of  a  Society, 

bright  yellow  tint ;    this  was  neither  {Fbr  the  London  Medical  Gazette.) 

deepened  or  altered  by  alkalies,  while  _ 

nitric  aeid  changed  it  to  a  purplish  i  ^^g  called  between  9  and  10  o'clock 

green :   acetate  of  lead  was  added  to  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  8th  of  May 

the  rest  of  the  filtered  liquid,  and  a  i^gt,  to  Henry  Woodley,  aged  5  years, 

copious  precipitate  obtained;  the  super-  H^i„g  ^t    1,  Rose  Street,  Soho,  and 

natant  solution,  when  freed  from  lead  found  him  suffering  with  symptoms  of 

by  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  evapo-  poisoning.     I  ascertained  that,  on  the 

rated   nearljr   to  dryness,  gave   with  Saturday  night  previous,  he  had  eaten 

chlonde  of  iron  a  greenish  tint,  and  gome  white-lead  ground  up  with  oil, 

with  nitnc  acid  a    oright  red— two  ^hjch  another  boy  had  stolen,  under 

judications  of  the  presents  of  morphia,  ^he  impression  it  was  putty,  from  the 

The  precipitate  wfien  diffused  through  ^oor  of  an   oil  shop  m    the   neigh- 

^1?   ^*  ^"u  ?^^^  °^  ^^f  *^y^  *^;  bourhood,  where  it  was  exposed  for 

phuretted  hydrogen,  was  filtered  and  g^le.     The  quantity  he  hadTwas  not 

evaporated  almost  to  dryness;  it  pn^  i„ger  than  a  marble,  and  he  did  not 

duced  with  a  salt  of  iron  a  bnght  red  eat  it  all,  as  a  small  portion  was  found 

colour,  which  was  destroyed  by  nitnc  on  the  floor  afterwards.  He  complained 

acid,  potash,  and  proto-chlonde  of  tin,  of  bellyache  the  next  morning,  and  his 

but  not  bv  bichlonde  of  mercunr.    It  mother  gave  him  a  dose  of  salts  and 

pye  no  colour  with  terchlpnde  of  gold,  genua:  this  did  not  operate,  and  the 

but  white  precipitates  with  lead  and  p^in  in  the  abdomen  still  remaining  on 

banum.     From  these  I  inferred  the  the  following  day,  she  gave  him  rhubarb 

presence  of  meconic   acid,   and   my  ^nd  jalap,  and  afterwards  castor  oil, 

former  teste  indicated  safl&ron;   other  and  the  bowels  were  opened  on  Tuesday 

reagente  proved  the  presence  of  car<  evening  for  the  first  time.    The  child's 

bonate  of  lime,  but  I  could  detect  no  nwther  did  not  think  his  illness  serious, 

mineral  poison.     The  subsequent  ex-  ^nd  did  not  mention  it  to  me,  although 

aminalion  of  the  hver,  however,  proved  j  ^^s  attending   her  husband;    she 

the  presence  of  arsenic.  thought  what  he  had  eaten  was  only 

*u  \  f^5  °"^  m  course  of  the  evidence  ^^^^    ^Yxich  is  not  poisonous.    During 

that  the  deceased  had  died  with  symp-  ^-uesday  night  the  pain  in  the  belly 

tomsofdysentery,andthatthearomatic  greatly  increased,  and  vomiHng  com- 

confection,  with  opium  and  chalk,  had  gjenced  for  the  first  time.    On  Wednes- 

been  administered.     The  chief  feature  ^ay  morning  I  saw  the  child  as  I  have 

of  the  case  is,    that  opium  mav  be  ^^^^      ^^  ^^  .^         ^     .„^  ^^ich 

detected  some  time  after  death.    Other  ^e  referred  chiefly  to  the  scrobiculua 

considerations  are  worth  noticing  here,  cordis ;  he  vomited  constantly  a  brown- 

VIZ.  that  the  deceased  had,  m  all  pro-  jg^  liquid  containing  streaks  of  blood, 

babiUty,  died  from  inflammaUon  ofthc  yAb  slun  was  hot,  and  his  pulse  140  and 

whole  intestinal  cand ;  but  the  upper  ^ard;    the  face  was  swollen  and  of  a 

portions  of  the  small  intestmca  were  p^    jg  colour,   the  conjunctiva  were 

the  most  inflamed,  and  thw,  coupled  Jed,  not  only  from  injection  of  the 

with  the  absence  of  ulceration  about  ^^siels,  but  from   blood  extnivasated 

the  colon  and  rectum,  indicated  some-  ^^  coagulated  beneath  the  membrane ; 

thing  more  than  dysentoy;   and  but  i^g  nostrils  contained  blood,  and  the 

for  tlie  examination  of  the  tissues,  m  y^    ^^  spotted  with  petechi®;   the 

which  arsenic  was  found,  the  cause  of  ^„^g  ^ere  tense,  shrivelled,  and  milk 

this  inflammation  would  have  escaped  %^^^^^     gome  leeches  were  appUed  to 

notice.— I  am,  sir,  the  epigastrium,  and  an  emulsion  con-i 

Your  obedient  servant,  taining  Epsom  saUs  was  given.     He 

I^tS;rouS?JSK  passef  somegieenish-blacS  semi-fluid 

London  Uotpital.  ---------_,^_— __^— ^ 

13,  Tredenr  Squjure.  *  This  was  related  to  the  Weitiniiiiter  Medical 

....  Soctety.  on  the  IStb  iof t. 
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motions  of  a  very  offensive  odour.  At  substance  of  the  stomach,  were  al 
11  o'clock  the  pain  continued,  with  subjected  to  a  careful  chemical  ex- 
occasional  vomiting;  the  pulse  was  amination,  but  no  lead,  or,  indeed,  any 
small  and  the  estremities  were  getting  other  poison,  was  detected, 
cold;  there  was  palpitation  of  the  Although  slow  poisoning  by  white 
heart  At  1  o'clock,  on  injecting  the  lead  is  very  common,  occurring  to 
bowels  I  found  that  there  was  complete  painters,  and  several  other  classes  of 
relaxation  of  the  sphincter  ani.  The  workmen  who  use  it  or  manufacture  it, 
pulse  at  the  wrist  ceased  shortly  after-  acute  or  sudden  poisoning  by  this,  or 
wards,  the  tracheal  rftle  set  in,  and  he  indeed  any  other  salt  of  lead,  is  not 
died  at  2  o'clock,  about  ninety  hours  eommon.  They  are  seldom  chosen  for 
after  takinc^  the  poison.  The  heart  murder  or  suicide,  and,  although  ex* 
beat  above  lOO  stroxes  after  the  respira-  tensively  used  in  various  trades,  they 
tion.  There  was  no  delirium  or  other  do  not  often  lie  exposed,  like  arsenic  or 
lesion  of  intelligence.  oxalic  acid,  in  such  a  shape  as  to  be 
An  examination  of  the  body  Was  mistaken  for  any  article  of  food  or 
made  eighteen  hours  after  death,  in  medicine.  In  the  few  authors  to  whom 
which  r  was  assisted  by  my  friend  1  have  referred,  I  have  not  met  with 
Mr.  Marshal],  of  Greek  Street,  who  any  fatal  instance  of  poisoning  by  a 
took  notes  of  the  appearances.  The  single  dose  of  carbonate  of  lead.  Mr. 
cuticle  was  loosened  from  a  great  Taylor  mentions,  in  his  Jurisprudence, 
portion  of  the  body,  and  a  quantity  of  the  case  of  a  woman,  attended  by  Mr. 
serum  flowed  from  the  nostrils  on  mov-  Cross,  who  took  six  or  eight  drams  of 
ing  the  head.  The  gums  presented  the  it,  by  mistake,  for  magnesia,  and  re- 
white  appearance  observed  oefore  death;  covered  by  the  use  of  remedies.  Orfila 
the  pericardium  was  filled  with  serum  gave  half  an  ounce  of  it  to  a  dog,  and 
deeply  tinged  with  blood,  and  each  it  vomited  several  times  within  twelve 
pleura  contained  several  ounces  of  minutes,  and  was  no  worse  after- 
similar  fluid.  The  heart  was  soft  and  wards ;  and  Dr.  Christison  quotes  from 
flabby,  and  there  was  a  little  red  fluid  a  German  journal  the  case  of  a  young 
blood  in  the  ventricles.  There  was  ecchy-  woman  who  swallowed  accidentally  an 
mosis  of  the  surface  of  the  lungs,  and  ounce  and  a  half  of  it,  without  any  bad 
they  were  engorged  posteriorly.  There  effect,  either  at  the  time  or  afterwards, 
were  two  spots  of  ecchymosis  beneath  That  it  is  very  poisonous,  however*  we 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  oesophagus  have  suflicient  evidence ;  for  the  car- 
near  its  lower  end ;  otherwise  this  tube  bonate  is  tiie  form  in  which  lead  is 
was  healthy.  The  stomach  contained  introduced  into  the  system  of  painters, 
a  little  liquid  similar  to  what  had  been  and  of  most  artisans  who  su&r  from 
vomited,  and,  throughout  its  entire  it,  and,  generally,  of  those  who  are 
extent,  the  mucous  membrane  was  dark  poisoned  by  water  impregpsated  with 
brown,  swollen,  and  puffy,  and  there  this  metal.  The  morning  after  this 
appeared  to  be  extravasation  of  blood  child  had  taken  the  poison,  his  mother 
beneath  it  in  addition  to  mat  injection  gave  him,  as  it  happened,  some  Epsom 
of  the  vessels :  this  state  did  not  extend  salts  amon|^t  senna  tea.  Now  sulphate 
to  the  duodenum  or  oesophagus.  There  of  magnesia  is  an  antidote  for  the  solu- 
was  a  bright  red  injection  of  part  of  ble  salts  of  lead,  but  as  it  does  not  act 
the  ccecum,  but  the  rest  of  the  atimen-  on  the  carbonate  at  ordinary  tempera*- 
tary  canal  was  of  the  natural  pale  tures,  it  could  only  be  of  benefit  by 
colour,  and  was  not  contracted  in  any  neutralizing  any  portion  which  might 
part.  It  contained  a  little  clay-coloured  be  decomposed  by  the  acids  of  the  sto- 
fiecal  matter  in  the  form  of  small  mach,  and  unabsorbed  at  the  time, 
pellets.  The  kidnies  were  large  and  Several  hours  had  already  elapsed 
flabby,  and  the  liver,  which  was  of  a  when  it  was  administered,  and  as  it  was 
darkish  colour,  instead  of  presenting  its  not  repeated,  we  need  not  wonder  that 
usual  firmness,  was  like  soft  leather ;  it  did  not  stop  the  fiital  effiscts  of  the 
it  could  not,  however,  be  torn  with  poison.  In  addition  to  emetics  and  the 
greater  ease  than  natural.  There  was  stomach  pump,  Mr.  Taylor  very  judi* 
a  peculiar  odour  about  the  body ;  not  eiously  recommends  the  combination 
that  of  putrefaction.  The  head  was  not  of  some  weak  vegetabte  acid,  as  vinegar 
examined.  The  matters  vomited,  and  or  lemon-juicfe,  with  solution  of  sul- 
those  found  in  the  stomach  and  intea^  pliate  of  soda  or  magnesia,  in  cases  of 
tines  after   death,    and  likewise    the  acute  poisoning  by  carbonate  of  lead. 
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From  what  I  coald  learn,  this  child  on  tbb 

appeared  for  three  days  to  suffer  only  TRANSFORMATION  OF  PUS  CELLS 

Scor&°of^«t'eu':  ^and  ^NTO  A  MUCOUS  OR  FIBROUS 

the  intense  and  general  gastritis  of  TISSUE. 

which  he  died  would  seem  only  to  have  By  William  Addison,  F.L.S. 

commenced,  or  at  least  to  have  become  rco  t'     d  f          73 1 

severe,  about  twelve  hours  before  death,  "  *°^*^    ™™  ^'    '"' 

as  it  was  not  till  then  that  vomiting  ~~-* 

came  on .  lU.  The  Fibrous  Tissue  of  the  Saliva. 

When  I  saw  the  child,  which  was  not  ^        .     . 

till  within  five  hours  of  his  death,  he  ^^  refernng  the  other  day  to  a  paper 

seemed  to  be  labouring  under  all  the  "9?.  J"^   Composition    of   Mucus^," 

effecte  of  a  corrosive  or  irritant  poison,  ?"^"«S^^  m  the  Medical  Gazette  of 

which  one  would  have  supposed  had  ^"0'  *^^^*  ^^'-^  ^  »ound  the  following 

been  taken  only  a  few  hours,  instead  of  remark  :  ♦*  If  mucus  be  treated  withab- 

nearly  four  days.     In  the  case  I  have  solute,  instead  of  dilute  alcohol,  it  be- 

quoted  from  Mr.  Taylor,  and  in  those  I  pomes  coagulated,  and  in  this  state  it 

have  seen  recorded,  of  poisoning  by  ^®  "^^  possible  to  diffuse  it  through 

the  other  salts  of  lead  in  large  doses,  water."    This  remark  suggested  to  me 

vomiting,    and    other    symptoms    of  to  try  the  saliva  with  alcohol  (spiriu  of 

violent  gastric  irritation,  came  on  soon  y^°e  9^  ^he  shops),  and  I  made  the 

after  the  ingestion  of  the  poison.    The  following:— 

comparative  mildness  of  the  symptoms  ^,^}^'  K^C^  .  watch-glass  was  half 
in  this  case  for  three  days  probably  ""^d  with  spirits  of  wme,  and  a 
depended  on  the  incorporation  of  the  q"«*°tity  of  frothy  sahva  collected  in 
white  lead  into  a  tough  mass  with  oil,  <^e  mouth  was  allowed  to  fall  into  it :  it 
which  might  retard  ite  operation,  and  was  well  stirred  with  the  point  of  a 
cause  it  to  act  only  by  degrees,  in  pro-  needle,  and  m  a  short  time  the  air- 
portion  as  it  became  digested.  bubbles  had  burst  and  disappeared.    A 

The  white,   tense,   and   contracted  °*a88  of  white  fibrous  matter  collected 
state  of  the  gums,  is  worthy  of  notice.  ®"  the  point  of  the  needle,  which  when 
The  gums  were  white  and  excoriated  Pressed  quite  flat  and  closely  between 
in  a  case  of  poisoning  by  the  acetate  of  *wo  slips  of  glass,  exhibited  so  coarse 
lead,  quoted  by  Mr.  Taylor,  when  the  *"^  tendinous  a  looking  fibrous  tissue, 
patient  recovered.    Acetate  of  lead  is  that  neither  microscope  nor  lens  were 
administered,  occasionally,  as  a  remedy  required  to  see  it,  and  when  rolled  up  a 
in  mercurial  ptyalism.    Dr.  Burton  has  "ttle  between  the  fingers  it  was  found 
directed  attention  to  a  blue  line  on  the  exceedingly  strong  and  elastic, 
gums  in  persons  suffering  under  the  ^  ^r.  Kemp  says,  that  if  we  compare 
chronic  influence  of  lead  j  and  I  have,  *"«  chemical  formula  of  mucus  with 
in  two  instances,  seen  the  gums  severely  that  of  protein  !  we  have- 
ulcerated  in  painters  who  had  not  been  Mucus  =C^  H*  N«  O^' 
taking  mercury.  ProteiD=C«  H»  N«  0^« 

No  lead  could  be  detected  in  the  ^Jjj       oZzZ  H  O 
body  after  death,  or  in  the  matters  .   .  Mncns = protein  x  3  atom*  of  watc^.  ' 
vomited :  but  we  need  not  be  surprised  tt    xi.                    .        .•     « .t 
at  this,  when  we  consider  that  the  ^^f  ,*?«"  goes  on  to  notice  •  the  re- 
patient  survived  till  the  fifth  day.    It  °»arkable  resemblance  of  the  chemical 
IS  a  negative  result  that  has  been  ob-  composition  of  mucus  to  that  of  the 
tained  in  other  cases  of  death  from  middle  coat  of  the  arteries  j"  and  ob- 
this  poison.     He  had  been  vomiting  f  r^«'     ^\^^  bronchial  polypi  and  the 
several  hours  before  any  thing  w^  5^^«^  membranes  m  croup  are  probably 
saved  for  examination,  and  the  fiBCce  dense  masses  of  altered  mucus."   From 
passed  during  life,  which  exhibited  a  ^^e  above  formula,  I  presume,  looking 
peculiar  dark  colour,  such  as  a  mixture  *^  ^^,?  "^^""^^  of  my  expenments  che- 
of  sulphuret  of  lead  with  them  might  n^^cally,  we  may  conclude  that  both 
be  supposed  to  occasion,  were  not  sub-  ?"?"«  and  the  saliva  are  hydrates  of 
jccted  to  analysis.  fibrine,  alcohol,  and  the  acetic  acid,  ab- 

Frith Street,  Soho,  Oct.  1844.  ~    _    ,-_       Z          ,.  „  „  ^   ^  „    ^    ,  ^ 

^         '  *  By  Gcorflre  Kemp,  M.B.  Pet.  Coll.  CanUb, 

— •  Fellow  ot  the  Cambride^e  Philoeophical  Society. 
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fitractin^  the  water  and  precipitating  certain  vital  operations  going  on  within 

the  fibnne  as  an  elastic  fibrous-tissue,  the  cell,  produce  an  element  resulting 

Exp.  16. — A  lareer  glass  capsule  was  in  a  fibrous  tissue,  a  mucus,  a  tubercle, 

procured,  and  a   larger    quantity    of  or  a  secretion. 

saliva  was  made  the  subject  of  expert-  I  may  be  thought,  perhaps,  too  warm 

ment ;  so  that  a  much  greater  quantity  an  advocate  for  the  microscope,  when 

of  the  fibrous  tissue  was  formpo.    This  I  contend  that  neither  putrefaction  nor 

was  collected,  and  the  alcohol  allowed  fermentation    are,     strictly   speaking, 

to  drain  out;  afterwards  it  was  placed  chemical   operations;  the  results,  in- 

in    liquor  potass®    for   some   hours,  deed,  come  fairly  within  the  province 

whereby  it  was  reconverted,  in  great  of  chemistrv,  but  these  results  can  no 

measure,  into  a  transparent  mucus.    I  more   be   obtained    without   cell-life, 

conclude  (still  taking  a  chemical  view  than  a  secretion*. 

of  the  results),  therefore,  that  a  strong  Thescienceof  chemistry  was  formerly 

watery    solution    of   potassiB    (liquor  limited  to  the  changes  and  transforma- 

potasss,  Brandish)  furnishes  the  re-  tions  of  inorganic  bodies,  as  contra- 

quisite  amount  of  water,  and  enables  distinguished  from  those  due  to  the 

nbrine  or  fibrous  tissue  to  resume  the  activity  of  a  principle  of  life ;  but  now 

form  of  what  in  chemistry  would  be  the  aspect  oi  the  science  has  changed, 

termed  a  hydrate  (L  e,  of  a  mucus),  or  and  from  the  extended  views  of  its  pre- 

when  pus-cells  burst  under  the  influence  sent  eminent  professors,  it  appears  no 

of  the  alkali,  the  plastic  element  at  longer  confined  within  its  former  limits ; 

once  combines  with  water.  they  seek  to  brinff  within  its  sphere  all 

Now,  according  to  my  views  of  the  the  changes    ana  metamori>ho8es    of 

process  of  secretion  and  nutrition,—  matter,  whatever  may  be  their  kind  or 

and  these  views  are,  I  contend,  capable  nature  ;  and  instead  of  our  having  an 

of  as  strict  a  demonstration  as  it  is  inorganic  chemistry,  and  a  vegetable 

possible  to  conceive  any  other  intricate  and  an  animal  physiology,  we  have 

inquiry  to  be,— accordinff  to  my  view,  substituted  an  inorganic,  a  vegetable, 

I  say,  the  colourless  blood,  the  pus,  and  and  an  animal  chemistry.    If  this  be 

the  mucous  corpuscles,  are  (essentially)  really  what  we  are  to  come  to,  then  let 

living  cells  containing  within  them  a  Liebig,  or  Dumas,  give  a  new  definition 

{elastic  element  (protein,  if  so  it  be)  and  to  the  science, 

iving    molecules  :    when    the    cell  I  well  know  how  utterly  impossible 

bursts  the  molecules  retain  their  vitality,  it  is  define  the  line  between  vegetable 

but  the  plastic  element  may  become  and  animal  organisms;   still,  no  one 

subject  to  chemical  laws,  either  fibril-  would  attempt  to  classify  all  living 

lating  and  forming  a  fibrous   tissue,  forms  under  the  one  or  the  other  of 

leaving  a  residual  albuminous  material  these  heads  exclusively,  calling  them 

to  mingle  with  the  blood  fluid,  or  com-  all  ve^tables,  or  all  animals.    So,  like- 

bining   with    water   to   constitute    a  wise,  it  may  be  impossible  to  limit  the 

mucus.     Thus  far,  and  so  on  in  the  explanations  and  doctrines  of  chemistry 

descending  series,  I  can  readily  con-  stnctly  to  inorganic  or  lifeless  matter, 

ceive  that  chemistry  may  aid  us  in  our  in  any  more  satisfactory  or   definite 

physiological  difiiculties,  pointing  out  manner;  nevertheless,  all  those  changes 

the  changes  which  the  elements  of  the  which  we  know  to  be  produced  by  a 

tissues  and  secretions  undergo  when  vital  principle,  ought  to  be  kept  distinct 

liberated  from  the  immediate  control  from  the  domain  of  the  chemical  philo- 

of  a  vital  power  by  the  rupture  or  dis-  sopher ;  otherwise,  at  once  enlarge  the 

integration  of  the  elementary  cells ;  but  boundaries  of  chemical  science,  and* 

we  must  either  resign  ourselves  entirely  make  it  synonymous  with  physiology, 

to  chemical  views,  and  take  their  ex-  onat  Malvern,  Oct.  so,  i844. 

planations  as  the  basis  of  our  physio- 

logy,  or  deny  that  chemical  investiga-  *  By  cell-life,  I  here  inclade  thooe  immeasur- 

tions  can  furnish  us  with  all  the  know-  »Wy  minute,  active,  and  voluntary  moving  forma. 

1tt<lr*A  «rA  M^,,;^  «•«  «v.,«.  A..^A.»/«.«««>  ♦**  always,  a»  far  a«  my  experience  goes,  to  be  found 

ledge  we  require  m  our  endeavours  to  jq  every  putrefacUve  iriatter. 

alter  or  to  vary  the  elementary  matenals 

of  the  tissues    and  secretions    while  — 

thev  yet  remain  inclosed  within  the 

body  of  a  living  cell,  or  in  deteimining 
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PRACTICAL  REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  blood,  rareljr  amounting  to  one  of  six 

CAPILLARIES  OF  THE  HEAD.*  ["^?^,  ^®^^*^*^   height,   should  cause 

but  little  difference  in  the  vascular  dis- 

By  T.  Wilkinson  Kino,  F.  B.  C.  S.  £.  tension  of  parts.    Poiseuille  discovered 

^_^  none.*    We  do  see,  however,  that  po- 
sition affects  the  circulation  of  each 
The  Vascular  columnar  mau  of  the  part  of  the  body  in  health,  and  still 
body  has  least  distension  above.     Tkt  more  in  disease.    By  day,  an  excess  of 
scalp  and  face  differ.  Weather-beaten  distension  operates  below,  a  deficiency 
aspects.     Effects  of  a  strong  heart,  above.     At  night  the  balance  is  re- 
life.     Polypus  Nasi.     Nmvi.    Epis-  stored,  compensation  operates,  repair 
taxis.    Hamoptysis.     Apoplexy,  ffc,  is  accomplished.    Something  might  be 
Lupus.    Contracted  Mouth.    Normal  gained  by  farther  contrasting  the  states 
nutritions  equal^-anormal  varying.^  of  the  head  with  those  of  the  feet,  but 
Various  considerations  have  led  me  to  I  shall  not  try  your  patience  to  this  ex- 
take  up  the  subject  of  a  not  very  old  ^^^'    Catarrh,  frontal  canes,  and  tic, 
lecture;   1  think  it  deserves  some  at-  above;  hydrocele, anasarca, vanx, node, 
tention  firom    the    profession,    and    I  and  gout,  below ;  each  the  most  fre- 
would  hope  that  its  introduction  in  this  qaent  of  its  kind,  may  suggest  all  my 
pJace  may  lead  to  useful  comments  on  ™®*^i"8; 

the  part  of  those  whose  post  it  is  to        *  ?°***  »<>'  ^^e"  ^^^  'be  great  nu- 

lead  in  the  scientific  treatment  of  dis-  merical  proportion  of  diseases  of  the 

^ase  bead  as  a  whole,  but  simply  advert  to 

The  time  is  past  for  the  chivalry  of  fuc^  «  series  of  chan^,  as  will,  I 

discussion,  and  the  heroism  of  elocu-  *«>?«»  establish  the  mam  proposition, 

tion.     A  plain  printed  page,  like  the  'hat  the  peculiarities   I  speak  of  do 

modem  coin,  closely  defines  our  notion  e^tist,  and  have  a  direct  practical  im- 

of  quantity,  and  leads  most  readily  to  P?rt»  ?«  well  as  a  general  relative  ap- 

a  true  estimati^of  the  metal  circulated  |.  rjj*^®"  ^  ^^  changes  in  the  entire 

i  shall  rest  tolerably  well  satisfied  if  body. 

my  coin  may  pass  for  only  legitimate       *'  would  be  natural,  perhaps,  to  look 

copper.  towards  the  vertex  of  the  head  for  the 

Trtie  'arteries  and  veins  of  the  head  ^OBt  constant  and  inarked  results  of 

are  of  remarkable  comparative  tenuity  tbf  vaacular  peculiarities  we  arc  con. 

—they  have  least  distension  to  resist ;  Mdenng ;  and  I  supnose  these  are  seen 

those  of  the  feet  have  the  most  free  ^"  'be  silvered  or  bald  head,  and  the 

nutrition.     The   sinuses  of  the  dura  glossy  aadp  at  the  period  of  declining 

mater  may  seem  an  exception  to  the  !"*•    ^.gain,  tlie  most  common  of  all 

idea  of  feeble  canals,  yet  wnen  we  look  "  — 

a  little  further,  and  observe  that  a  dif-  .JlSil^S^l  ^?»  ^^IS^^IJ^  pr«wi«  «- 

r        A       A.    e  J      •     .  au       a  1^  1      r.i  >*^  tbrongbout  the  arteriei  of  the  laine  veMeL 

lerent  set  of  tensions  tlian  tntmlar  ful-  but  it  it  also  ■imiUr  in  animals,  djirerinr  con- 

ness  exerts  is  the  cause  of  their  apo-  liclfrably  in  magnitude  and  in  atrength.  M.  Pof- 
n4>nrntl/*  srkliilitv  wp  finii  AotiiAllv  th«»  ■eullle  found  that  tbe  bsmodynaroometer,  when 
neurouc  soiittiiy,  we  nna  actually  ine  applied  to  the  arteriea  of  a  dog,  rabbit,  or  guinea- 
venous  tunics  here  reduced  to  the  ex-  pig,  indicated  the  aame  amount  of  presaure  as 
treme  of  atronhy.  ^'^^  applied  to  tboae  of  the  horse.   Bo  that  a 

14 ,  .  ^  «ui.,«Ui.  *i.«4.  •  »^i.,.M.«  **/  '*«•'*  wdghing  one  or   more  ounces  transmita 

It  may  be  thought  that  a  column  of  the  lame  amount  of  pressure  to  the  walls  of  the 
«_— _— _— ^  vessels  as  one  weighing  six  or  seven  pounds." 

*  Read  befsre  tbe  '*  PtayiiGal  Society'*  of  We  must  allow  for  defects  in  the  instromenU. 

Guy's  Hospital,  Oct.  Sth,  ISU.     Some  of  the       *'  The  circumstances  that  modify  the  pressure 

jiotes,  &c.,  were  not  read.  *  of  tbe  blood,  are,  according  to  M.  Magendie,  re> 

fit  is  needless  to  shew  that  the  following  to  an  ferrible  to  two  principal  causes— the  mass  of 

extension  of  views  before  advanoed  in  tbe  Medi-  liquid  in  movement,  and  the  force  of  impulsion, 

cal  Gazette.    I  deem  it  reasonable,  however,  to  we  must  also  take  most  accurate  note  of  the 

state  that  tbe  predae  relation  of  the  preient  movement  of  respiration.    M.  Magendie  fbund, 

rellectiona  to  the  main  doctrines  of  Medicine^  is  in  his  experiments,  that  the  force  with  which  the 

expkined  in  my  "  First  general  Laws."  Sec. ;  blood  moves  in  the  arteries  is  diminished  dur- 

their  connexion  with  Brain  pathology  I  am  al-  ing  inspiration,  but  augmented  during  expira- 

ready  engaged  with,  and  hope  to  expisln  fhrther.  tion ;  and  that  duriug  the  action  of  oougning 

t  Suppose,  in  the  progress  of  event^  a  few  also  the  movement  of  the  biood  is  accelerated, 

more  Journals,  and  a  little  more  analvtic  sum-  Hence,  he  remarks,  the  heart  is  '  the  constsnt 

mary  of  medical  viewi  in  our  Periodicals,  and  it  sgent  of  the  circulation ;  but  the  respiratory 

seems  to  me  that  teaching  will  be  resolved  into  movements  exercise  so  powerful  an  iailaence  in 

tutorship,  and  Medical  Societies  will  be  devoted  this  way,  that  during  deep  expiration  the  force 

to  coffee  and  compliments.     A  new  order  of  that  movcB  the  arterial  blooa  becomes  almost 

things  equal  to  the  wants  of  M),000  doctors  ap-  double  as  great  aa  in  the  normal  state.'  Lecture 

pears  already  half  accomplished.  6th."— ifdor't  American  Jeurmal,  Nov.  99,  j».  139. 
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leprous  aflections  is  that  deteriorated  circnmstances   are   concurrent.      The 

production  of  cuticle  which  is  hardly  softening  of  brain  which  so  often  pre- 

thought  to  be  anormal.*  cedes  apoplexy  is  an  acute  or  chronic 

The  scalp,  however,  in  ciriiised  life,  nutritive  change,  and   is  numerically 

and  especially  in  females,  is  much  pro-  ouite  as  much  connected  with  visceral 

tected,  while  neighbouring  parts  are  aepurative  defects  as  with  disordered 

habitually  and  unequally  exposed,  as  heart  or  arteries.     Hypertrophy  of  a 

well  as  more  variously  organised.    In  ventricle,  like  that  of  a  biceps,  depends 

this  respect,  we  mieht  distinguish  only  on  its  labour,  together  with  its  nourish- 

two  surfaces  on  the  head,  an  anterior  ment.    A  thick  ventricle,  with  dimi- 

and  a  posterior :  and  in  regarding  the  nished  impediments,  is  a  phjrsiological 

peculiarities  of  the  face,  I  would  look  anomaly:  the  whole  heart  must  waste 

for  causes  of  disorder;  1st,  in  the  deli-  with  declining  exertion.   Dilatation,  or 

cacy  of  its  vessels ;  2dly,  in  the  variety  unhealthy  hypertrophy,  may  be  on  I  v 

of  Its  functions ;  3dly,  in  the  circum-  increased  impraiments ;  and  even  much 

stances  of  exposure.  simple  increase  of  power  in  the  left 

We  cannot  but  conclude  that  ruddi-  ventricle,  with  settled  obstruction  in 

ness  must  be  very  specific  to  be  healthy;  the  ascending  aorta,  cannot  augment 

and,  on  the  whole,  perhaps,  a  certmn  the  foree  of  the  eirculatioa  in  the  head 

general,  but  varying  hue,  inclined  to  in  any  case. 

red,  is  nearest  to  health.    A  well  nou-  The  occasions,  however,  in  which 

rished  capillary  admits  of  increased  the  heart  does  operate  mischievously 

injection  with  difficulty.    The  freckled  on  the  head,  are  not,  I  conceive,  few 

and  sunburnt  hues  depend  of  course  or  trifling.    We  may  find,  at  one  time, 

on  rete  mucosum.  a  strong  dilated  laliouring  heart,  by  a 

The  cook,  the  coachman,  the  sailor,  little  change  of  health,  regaining  a 
and  the  old  Anglo-Indian,  present  dif-  smaller  size,  and  greater  strength, 
ferent  effects  of  facial  exposure.  I  re-  without  compensating  changes  else- 
solve  all  these  into  daily  repeated  de>  where ;  and  irregular  repletion,  excr- 
teriorations,  and  various  healthy  or  tion,  exposure,  and  posture,  may  all 
irregular  acts  of  repair.  Moderate  combine,  in  addition,  to  increase  a  local 
colour,  and  even  surface,  indicate  nor-  evil,  whether  in  the  head,  the  lungs, 
mal  chances,  whilst  wide  capillaries,  or  elsewhere. 

and  turgid  unequal  surfaces,  as  well  as  A  middle-aged  man,  with  turgid,  and 

atrophy,  are  parts  of  the  less  healthy  almost  livid  face  and  hands,  with  or 

weMther-beaten  aspect.  without  palpitation,  may  be  said  to  la- 

The  hands  are  not  less  exposed  in  bour  unaer  congestion  ;  or,  rather,  ill- 

these  cases,  but  their   circulation   is  nourished,  and  over-distended  capilla- 

morc  uniform  with,  and  their  changes  ries,  with  deficient  excretions.  Courses 

consequently  more  closely  follow,  those  of  medicine ;  with  very  little  judgment, 

of  the  trunk.  perhaps ;    or  improved  habits,  restore 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  although  tiim  repeatedly.    The  same  applies  to 

the  face  is  the  dial  of  expression,  on  simple  palpitation,  (I  would  almost  say 

account  of  its  own  internal  working,  hourly):  ^etthecase  of  a  strong  heart, 

it  is  no  less  so  from  the  incessant  m-  and  yielding  capillaries,  is  not  a  mere 

flnences  of  remoter   parts.     Loss  of  supposition.     The  muscular  diathesis, 

blood,  mere  gravitation  of  blood  and  and  the  plethoric,  are  distinct.    There 

abstinence,  tell  first  here ;  and  these  are  may  be  universal  congestion,  and  the 

not  the  only  chances  of  vessels  which  feeblest  muscular  organs,  and  vice  versd. 

are  independent  of  local  nerves.  With  great  hypertrophy  of  the  heart, 

I  scarcely  know  if  the  power  of  the  we  find  pallor  or  lividity,  a  florid  face, 

heart  has  been  duly  considered,  with  or  deeply  turgid  capillaries, 

reference   to  these  aflections.     From  In    the  older  adult  we  may  often 

experience,  I  cannot  impute  great  ef-  find  deteriorated,  unequal  hypertrophy, 

fects  to  ordinary  venous  obstruction,  resulting  from  too  free  oscillations  of 

nor  to  simple  hypenrophy  of  the  left  nutrition ;  at  least,  I  am  persuaded  that 

ventricle,  but  it  may  become  more  es-  these  expressions,  if  they  do  not  totally 

sential  to  reflect  on  these  disturbed  re-  explain  the  changes  which  we  are  all 

lations,  when  other   disadvantageous  acquainted  with,  (vascular  tubercle  of 

the  nose,  &c.,)  are  yet  fully  consistent 

*  Piiiyriofit.— Atttboritiet  adviae  g^ood  bruah-  with  the    foregoing   opinions ;    and  1 
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gaUetooiirphilosophy,  unless  physics,  three  or  four  days  less  and  less  dyed, 

as  well  as  humoralism,  are  as  nothing  but  more  brown,  and  gradually    re^ 

in  disease.    I  apply  the  like  explana-  placed  by  the  variable  catarrhal  mucus 

tions  to  the  tumid  nose  and  upper  lip  of  disordered  health, 

of  youth.  There  are,  I  suspect,  chronic  diseases 

Simple  polypi  of  the  nose  are  ex-  of  the  sacculi  laryngis.    A  patient  may 

ceeded  numerically  bv  the  like  affec-  detect  uneasiness  here,  and  every  two  or 

tions  of  the  lining  of  the  uterus,  which,  three  days  may  void  (at  intervals)  a  pair 

seem  a  kind  of  succedaneum  for  gene-  of  mucous  masses,  more  or  less  stale, 

ration.  The  nasal  mucous  hypertrophy  offensive,  or  rough  to  the  taste,  and  doll 

depends  so  much  on  diathesis,  season,  or  dark,  or  even  variouslv  tinged  with 

and  climate,  and  even  evinces  so  much  pus  or  old  blood,  or  brightly  streaked 

subjection  to  internal  remedies,  that  I  red.    The  blood-tinged  sputa  of  settled 

venture  to  rank  it  as  one  distinguishing  phthisis  is  still  distinct  from  the  pre- 

mark  of  the  delicate,  susceptible,  ana  ceding.    It  has  no  specific  source.    The 

variable  circulation  of  the  summit  of  copious  hiemoptysis  of  the  more  healthy 

the  vascular  pile.  may  yet  be  only  laryngeal.  There  are,  I 

I  think  it  is  a  fact,  that  obstinately  find  of    late,    most  abundant   proofs 

increasing  nievi  and  varicose  arteries  amongst   authors,   that  the    bleeding 

affect  the  head  in  particular,  and  we  which    rather    frequently    concludes 

ought  to  remember  that  good  nutrition  phthisis  is  from  a  large  ulcerated  vessel, 

is  the  direct  means  of  reducing  all  These  observations  are  of  most  value 

blood-vessels  to  a  normal  mean,  and  with  respect  to  the  earlier  signs  of  dis- 

8«rttled  relative  proportion*    This  does  ordered  nutrition,  a  due  attention  to 

not  applv  less  to  polypus,  tumid  tonsil,  which,  and  obviating  the   causes  of 

**  relaxed"  sore*  throat,  and  the  hoarse-  variable  decline,  may  oe  attended  with 

ness  of  debility.  the  happiest  results. 

Many  physicians  may  feel  disinclined  To  return  to  my  immediate  subject, 
to  regara  epistaxis  as  an  important  dis*  The  most  common  spontaneous  extra- 
ease,  but  in  this  place  I  wish  to  make  vasations  of  blood  are  in  the  head ;  and 
the  most  of  it.  Why  are  the  nasal  the  like  occur  in  the  eye,  orbit,  and 
vessels  more  prone  to  yield  than  any  face.* 

others  in  the  body  P    Shall  we  suppose  The   common  catarrh,  8ore*throat, 

weakness,  or  obstruction,  or  excessive  wasting  of  the  gums,  and  of  the  face, 

impulse?    I  conceive  the  first  to  be  all  seem  to  me  to  depend  for  prece- 

often,  and  perhaps  constantly,  the  real  dence  on  their  comparative  disiuivan- 

state,  and  would  consequently   avail  tages  as  to  site, 

myself  of  the  warning,  if  only  to  antici-  Lupus  exedens  is  amongst  the  rare 

pate  oiher  signs  of  constitutional  de-  yet  marked  peculiarities  of  the  face, 

bility.    It  is  not  true  that  such  vessels  One  of  its  grand  characteristics  is  a 

usually  give  way  from  &;enuine  pie-  distinct  and  repeated  transitorjr  act  of 

thora ;  nor  is  it  ever  right  to  refer  a  cicatrization ;  and  indeed,  the  evidences 

local  change  to  a  general  state  ex-  of  reparative  power  in  this  protracted 

clusively.  disorder  are  hardly  second  to  those  of 

I  suspect  that  the  first  h&Bmorrhage  simply  failing  nutrition ;  the  twoalter- 

of  decline  is  often  from  the  larynx.  nate,  and  may  be  nearly  equal  for  years. 

I  infer  this  with  more  or  less  con-  Here,  I  think,  we  discover  the  specific 
fidence  under  the  following  circum-  trait  of  the  disease.  No  kind  of  ad- 
stances.  If  it  be  fairly  observed,  that  ventitious  tubercle.  Ill-nourished  scaly 
the  red  sputum  be  coughed  up^  how-  Fkin;  a  blotch,  the  centre  of  which  may 
ever  easily;  if  one  only  out  of  several  or  may  not  die;  a  pustule  devoid  of 
portions  of  mucus,  or  few  out  of  many,  power  to  make  a  projection— tardy 
be  streaked  or  tinged  with  blood ;  if  the  ulceration  and  repair,  and  this  re- 
blood  have  a  fresh  appearance,  and  not  peatedly.  I  should  oe  very  much  struck 
a  brown  colour;  if  it  be  in  small  to  find,  as  some  desctibe,  cicatrization 
quantity,  and  little  mixed  with  ac-  on  one  side  of  a  sore  and  ulceration  on 
companyinjf  mucus ;  if  coughed  up  another,  and  the  two  progresnng 
after  exerting  the  voice,  (onl^  a  few  through  the  very  same  hour,  instead  of 
spoonfuls  perhaps),  fresh  looking,  and  succeeding  each  other.    The  nose  may 

(blood  having  trickled  down  into  the — — 

lung,)  if  the  subsequent  expectoration  ^  ^  g„.„  gpontwieoai  ecchymotii  in  the  eye- 

be  at  first  more  clotted,  but  then  for  iid  adds  great  tignificance  to  a  doobtftii  fit. 
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often  be  said  to  be  shrunken  rather    but  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  patholo- 

than  eaten  away.    What  a  striking  in*  gist  can  entirely  reject  it.  The  truth  is, 

dication  gf  oscillating  nutritive  balance  that  in  health  the  different  degrees  of 

in  the  general  body  !    How  strong  a  vascular  tension,  and  consequent  nu- 

suggestion,  that  the  high  and  solitary  trition,  in  different  parts  of  the  body, 
promontory  is  feeble  as  well  as  exposed ;  *  ought    to    be    difficult    of    detection, 

seeing  it  alone  of  all  the  body  suffers  Where  the  nutrient  molecular  efaanges 

thus  I   Though  all  indicates  a  cachexia,  proceed  with  vigour  and  finmiess,  all 

countless  successive  wounds  and  rubs  should  seem   equal ;    if  any  part  be 

elsewhere  may  be  repaired  fully.  weakened  its  pure  restoration  should 

It  is  of  course  too  plain,  that  in  be  speedy :   yet  abstinence  will  shew 

process  of  time  ulceration,  or  I  would  itself  first  In  the  &ce  and  mind ;  and 

rather    say  atrophy,    prevails.      The  the  capillaries    most    concerned  will 

health  and  the  disease  get  worse  and  necessarily  yield  the  more  to  the  new 

worse  without  the  need  of  debilitating  restoring  afflux  until  the  due  balance  is 

remedies,    as    alteratives,   &c.     Very  agsan  in  a  manner  fixed*. 

long,  and  perhaps  the  only  feature  of  «  it  may  not  be  amiM  to  subjoin,  without  dia- 

the    case    throughout,   is    scanty    and  cnuing;.  some  viewB  of  M.  Marendie,  who  is  one 

deteriorated  nutrition.     1  do  not  know  g^^^JJ^*^**  of  phyrical  andTiumoral  things  in 

that  this  may  not  include  all  the  specific  "Every  one  is  aware,"  he  remarks,   "that 

disease.      The    patient   dies    with    the  during  very  hot  weather  the  face  is  more  highly 

ft>«>h1pef  sprniiA  inflAmmAtinns   and  ner-  coloured  than  at  other  times,  and  the  movements 

leeoiest  serous  innammanons,  ana  per-  ^f  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^p,j    ^      ^^^  quantity  of 

baps,  effusions.  blood  is  constantly  passing  tnrongh  tne  vessels. 

It  may  at  least  illustrate  my  mean-  *nd  the  cuUnepus  and  pulmunary  ^halations 

:«-  ♦^  Jw.««^«:u».«^.,»«K«»^.*   ^^A  ««««  ■™  ^*>T  "ensibly  increased  in  quantity;  hence 

ing,  to  prescribe  recumbency,  and  even  ^^  craving  we  flel  for  aqueous  dS-inks,  in  order 

such  practices  as  scrubbing  floors,  for  to  restore  to  the  blood  the  water  it  is  constantly 

these  patients.    May  not  local anplica-  lS'o!Sf;^1i„!;,S'.t°5..^5SiSSJo?{SUl^ 

tions  be  too  much  hke  exposure  P  exercises  a  very  manifest  influence.**  *  *  "The 

T    cannot  but   regard   this   view    of  variation  of  heat  acts  not  only  on  the  blood  in 

Noli  as  a  new  and  Vn«al  part  (the  SS£'SyT.''SS?'SS.1^tS&"S^^r^n"5 

zero)  of  a  great  systematic  arrangement  modifles  the  hydrodynamic  phenomena.     Pul- 

of  ail  the  forms  of  organized  tubercle  "t'O"?  "«;elt  where  they  did  not  exist  before ; 

1         J                              <^  several  globules  now  pass  abreast  m  the  tubes, 

classed  as  cancer.  ^hich  before  scarcely  allowed  of  the  passage  of 

Mr.  Liston  has  given  an  account  of  one ;  in  a  word,  a  new  state  of  things  discloses 

herpes  exedens  in  a  recent  lecture  in  '*^'^,*U"^S^SS"^it.''l??l:i'S?^V;. 

the  Lancet,  and  advises  free  escharotlCS.  activity  of  the  circulation  in  an  individual,  and 

It  is  evident  that  he  does  not  fully  dis-  facilitate  the  passage  of  the  blood  through  the 

*:.,»..:«k    frV,-    ««o«   A^'^^iA  ^f  *»K<.»^i«  whole  vascular  system,  he  orders  a  warm  bath ; 

tinguish    the    case   devoid  of  tubercle  jtg  effects  are  soon  felt  through  the  entire  fkume. 

and  hypertrophy  ;  and  he   sumciently  The  respiration  becomes  accelerated,  because,  aa 

distrusU  the  complete  efficacy  of  the  «ffr«iter  oiwntity  of  oxygen  is  required,  the  tlssuea 

J?        Vl .    ,    i            11  ^iT*  ^   /^  swell,  andthe  external  surfkce  grows  red.  Agam, 

remedies.     It  is  but  a  small  thing  for  me  if  the  object  be  to  diminish  the  activity  of,  for 

to  differ  from  this  gentleman's  opinion,  example,the  cerebral  circulation,  and  to  increase 

but  I  would  strongly  urge  the  simple  ^l%^^L^:SiJ^^l^i^y'^^^J'^. 

View  of  remedying  the  failing  nourish-  as  in  the  preceding  case,  except  that  they  are 

ment  in  the  specific  case.  «raP»y  »ocal.    instead  of  acting  on  the  entire 

nyx'           ^   *^        _».  t   1     1.  «i_^  ^L vascular  system,  you  bmit  the  action  of  the  ele- 

1  here  are  cases  wnicti  look  almost  as  y^ted  temperature  to  a  few  of  its  tubes.    This, 

much   like    deteriorated    nutrition    as  too,  is  an  exclusively  physical  result.    Let  us 

deficiency:  I  allude  to  the  rare  and  JgSr^nTJg,' S^t "iST^i.'.NS'ino';?:'".'?.'; 


extreme    contraction    of    the    mouth,     Angers  and  toes  immediately  become  white,  in 
-  "  -        "      of  bl 


puts 

and 

which  at  last  appears  almost  as  a  pin-  consequence  of  the  reflux  of  blood  to  the  central 

i*r*i«      TTo.A  ;«  f.f;<i»«*i,T  »^»«<.  »«..^r;k,T  parts  ot  the  limbs.    The  capilhines  of  the  pe- 

hole.     Here  is  evidently  some  atrophy,  S)hery  of  the  body,  when  submitted  to  the  action 

but  some  induration.     The  change  is  of  sudden  cold,  become  unfit  for  carrying  on  the 

attributed  to  mercury,  &c.    The  dis-  SSt:'?Sn.ri?d?'.iVhSy"t^^^"JSX^ 

order  seems  to  become  stationary  with  which  the  artwries  carry  to  them,  they  are  really 

improved    health,    but    it    is    hardly  fora  moment  empty."  ,,    ,.    _^ 

«*iiT^hlA      PnrnililA    PTfpncinn    is    nnW        This  M.  Poiseuille  has  proved  by  direct  expen- 

curable.     forcible    extension   is    only  ^^^^     "Cold  baths,»»   observes  the  lecturer, 

aggravation .  "  are  recommended  in  cases  where  the  indication 

It  must  appear  that  I  have  not  made  «"  to  soothe  general  exdtement,  characterised  by 

.  **^  T --.  —  i^A^^A  excessive  activity  of  the  Circulation.    When  the 

out  a  very  strong  case :    1  may,  indeed,  jbrehead  bums,  and  the  temporal  arteries  beat 

admit  that  I  should  fear  to  attempt  so  violently,  we  apply  ice,  or  some  frigorific  fluid, 

mtif  h       Thff  nTivsinlnmsf   tnav  thiTilr  *o  the  part.    When  too  much  blootf  flows  to  the 

mutn.      ine  pnysiologist   may  ininiL  brain,wrhaverecoursetocoldainision."**"The 

the  first  view  of  my  case  very  feeble,  treatment  of  fractured  limbs  by  constant  irriga- 
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Let  it  be  granted  that  in  syncope  all  remoTe  in  thousands  of  instances.  I 
sanguine  supplies  are  failing ;  yet  may  allude  particularly  to  the  complaints 
we  not  decide  that  the  top  of  the  blood-  of  the  youne  adults-suffusion  after 
tubes  suffers  most?  Let  us  turn,  now,  eating,  the  blushing  nose,  blotchy 
to  those  minor  oscillations  of  visible  affections,  tooth-ache,  and  a  considenu 
imperfect  nutrition  in  the  head,  which  ble  number  of  other  varying  or  tran- 
coming  and  going  in  cachectic  and  deli-  sitory  affections  in  the  way  of  pain  or 
cate  persons,  ever  variously  throughout  vascular  injection, 
the  day,  betoken  almost  as  much  power  Why  are  they  of  short  duration ;  not 
of  repair  as  actual  delicacy,  especially  persisting  from  bad  to  worse  ?  Why 
if  we  consider  that  the  constitutional  ao  we  so  often  find  them  capable  of 
weakness  is  only  kept  up  by  repeated  arrest  in  any  stage  of  their  course  ? 
mischiefs  from  without,  which  judg-  To  sum  up:  I  would  suppose  fluid 
ment,  or  even  accident,  may,  and  does,  stores  within,  varying  as  to  quantity 
and  (quality— external  exposures  also 

tioD  with  cold  water,  ftimiihes  another  example  C^^^nging,  and  Still  more,  the  wear  of 

or  thu  mode  of  action.  The  prolonged  con-  every  part  by  turns*.    I  Suppose  the 

tinuance  of  a  low  temperature  diminiihes  the  loss  of  solid  or  of  fluid  to  be  in  a  great 

vascular  pretaure,  prevento  blood  from  mahing  -.«,„„,„  ♦!,«  ^.„o«  ««^  *A/»o«f^.  -3  ;•« 

in  the  natural  quantity  towards  the  seat  of  the  measure  the  cause  and  regulator  of  Its 

lesion;  in  a  word,  prevents  the  phenomena  own  restoration.    When  disease  comes, 

^i^anS^^^Jd'^SJ^^nl^'^l!^^  thc  Tcadincss  with  which   the  head 

we  pianjre  into  cold  water  annnflr  very  warm  a.       •            -i*          r%       *^          :i     ^t. 

weather,  a  peculiar  sort  of  constriction  m  felt  at  suffers  IS  peculiar.    Gravity  and  Other 

the  thorax.  This,  amin,  is  a  purely  physical  causes  affect  Other  parte  in  a  peculiar 

E5iS?"SSSiniS'y  it'^u'SSuSSr  ta'gSSS  "an-o-.  ""d  for  specific  reaeonst- 

quantities  in  the  la^r  trunks;  these,  distended  35  Bedford  Sauare 

as  they  are,  press  on  the  neignboaring  organs ;  ' 

hence  the  uncomfortable  sensation  of  whicn  the ■ — 


patient  is  conscious.     It  disappears  when  the 

equilibrium  is  restored  throughout  the  san-    ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


«  L'anteur  se  tue  k  allonger  ce  que  le  lecteor  se 
tue  k  abr^er."--I)*ALBMBBRT. 


guineous  system ;  and  so  the  sudden  immersion 
of  the  whole  body  renders  its  effects  much  less 
sensible." 

In  proceeding  to  consider  the  circulation 
through  the  capillaries,  the  lecturer  notices,  first, 
the  extreme  minuteness  of  these  vessels,  and  the 
peculiar  properties  of  the  blood  which  enables  it 

to  traverse  tubes  of  so  small  a  calibre.  r^    j     rr       -a  j  n         «o         j  ct     - 

The  diameter  of  the  capillary  vesseU  has  been  Guy's  Hospital  Reports,  Second  Senes, 
computed  to  be  about  the  l-150th,  or  1-aooth  of  a  No.  I Y.  Oct.  1844. 

miUlmeter— (a  millimeter  equals  the  0'039S70th  m  ^1.  •.«    .1. 

of  an  inch.)  Now  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  THE   present  number    opens  With  the 

we  can  succeed  in  forcing  water,  or  any  analogous  communication    from    Mr.   Alfred    S. 

»r'?nfiSS?;*S?i?li^JnlS^i°j:,iS'S£  ^"«yi«>«>  «f  the  case  of  a  male  child. 

to  drive  a  liquid  through  tubes  of  a  smaller  aged    14  months,   who   died   eighteen 

^^  iRi.'^"*'  "^^^  ?r*  ^'  «™Pioy«*.  hours  after   taking  an  overdose  of  a 

We  meet  with  the  same  resistance  in  injectmr  ^1  _>.•„*. ®  j     •    •  *       j  i 

water  into  the  mesenteric  artery  of  a  frog,  with  Sleeping  mixture   aammistered  by  its 

a  view  to  force  its  passage  into  the  continuous  nurse.    Powdered  Opium  had  been  put 

Ixt;vJJ^"f„1„*r7.SjJl5li.V  SS^Sk  »to  a  phial  hot  water  poured  upon  it 

but  a  small  quantity  reaches  the  derired  point.  and  after  well  shaking,  a  tea-spoontul 

•'My  inquiries  up  to  the  present  time,'*  the  of  the  contents  was  given,  and  repeated 

'^'^\'SSi'f'A^:^r^^^^^  at  short  intervals  til!  about  three  and  a 

capillaries  is  effected  by  means  of  a  nice  adap-  half  tea-spoonfuls,  containing  not  less 

riJiS".^i,^ttfS?tE?;^^/^'^.P!|fii?1?  ^^  three  grains,  and  probably  more, 

a  single  one  of  the  properties  of  that  fluid  be  Of  opium  bad  on  the  Whole  been  taken, 

modified,  iu  movement  thiouiphoot  the  capiUary  when  the  child  Speedily  became  quiet, 

•Wto^"Jll^S?S'&"bioo<Lm.in.y.th.t  and  fell  asleep     h  awoke  so  far  as  to 

H.  Mafendie  attributea  its  capacity  to  traverse  take  SOme  milk  SIX  hours  afterwards, 

the  capillary  vessels.    The  viscosity  of  the  blood  but  soon  went  to  sleen  tundn    and  nn. 

he  pronounces  an  indispensable  condition  for  ita  ^^}  ^"V  Vu  V  *^  j»  ??}?  2? 

ft-ee  circulation.    This  property  he  illustrates  by  thing   further   was    Observed    till    the 

experiments  on  inorganic  .tubes.    Thus,  not-  morning,  nearly  twelve  hours  after  the 

withstanding  the  impossibibty  of  introducing  11-^*  aJ^  whmi  itwsuifniin<1  hri>»thin<r 

water  into  a  tube  of  extremely  small  diameter,  ""'  ^^*  wnen  IC  was  lOUna  Oreatning 

whatever  force  we  employ,  yet  if  any  mucilaginous  very  hard.     A  medical  mah,  who  was 

substance,  as  ipm,  gelatine,  or  albumen,  be  added  

to  the  water,  it  may  be  injected  with  ease.   This       *  See  a  paper  on  Variable  Ihsorders,  &c.  Guy's 

fact  is  proved  by  some  ingenious  researches  of  Hospital  Reports.  No.  11. 
M.  POiseuiUe.">-/ff^*«  American  Jowrnai,  Nov.        f  See  a  View  of  the  Humoralism  of  "  Urinary 

1889,  p.  145-7.  Structure,"  five  papers  in  the  Lancet,  1848-44. 
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called  in,  found  the  child  perfectly  un-  talis,  and  its  uses  in  diseases  of  the 
conscious,  the  hreathin^  stertorous,  heart,  with  some  general  rules  for  the 
the  hands  slightly  convulsed,  and  the  employment  of  this  drug,  ori^nally 
eyes  covered  with  a  thick  film.  All  his  read  before  the  Physicid  Society  of 
efforts  to  remove  the  insensibility,  and  Guy's  Hospital.  These  conclusions  are 
remove  the  symptoms,  were  unavailing,  drawn  from  more  than  400  observa- 
and  the  child  died  eighteen  hours  after  tions,  originally  commenced  at  the 
taking  the  first  tea-spoonful.  *  suggestion  of  Dr.  Bree,  and  made  dur- 
The  remaining  contents  of  the  phial,  ing  a  five  years'  official  connection  with 
and  about  n  dracnm  of  "a  while  thick  the  St.  John's  Hospital,  the  Farring- 
viscid  liquid,  without  any  particular  don  and  the  Tower  Hamlets  Dispen- 
smell,^  which  was  removed  from  the  saries.  In  184  cases  the  drug  was  ad- 
stomach,  also  some  liquid  from  the  ministered  alone,  or  in  vehicles  inca- 
small  intestines,  were  preserved  for  pable  of  modifying  its  action— a  cir- 
analysis,  and  led  Mr.  Taylor  to  insti-  cumstance  requiring  notice,  as  the 
tute  a  series  of  experiments  upon  qites-  author  "  knows  no  medicine  whose 
tions  relative  to  criminal  poisoning  by  effects  are  more  modified  by  prescrip- 
opium  which  may  arise,  and  which  oc-  tional  combination  than  digitalis." 
cupy  the  larger  portion  of  his  commu-.  Dr.  Munk  considers  sedative  action 
nication.  The  analyses  and  ezperi-  on  the  heart,  and  diuretic  influence,  as 
ments,  and  their  results,  are  presented  the  two  best  marked,  and  indeed  the 
to  the  profession  in  the  lucid  style  and  only,  properties  of  digitalis.  The  for- 
logical  manner  which  so  strongly  cha-  mer  influence  is  of  two  kinds,  the  de- 
racterizes  the  writings  of  this  eminent  pressing  and  the  antispasmodic.  The 
medical  jurist.  The  details  comprise,  depressing  action  is  oest  secured  by 
I  St,  an  inquiry  into  the  solubility  of  the  exhibition  of  the  tincture  alone; 
opium  in  water;  2dly,  the  difficulties  the  antispasmodic  by  the  combination 
connected  with  the  analysis  of  morphia  of  the  tincture  with  camphor,  assafce- 
and  meconic  acid,  and  the  most  strik-  tida,  galbanum,  ammonia,  or  other 
ing  chemical  properties  of  those  two  antispasmodics ;  while  the  diuretic 
bodies;  3dly,  ttie  relative  power  or  de-  property  is  seldom  or  never  advan- 
licacy  of  the  tests  for  morphia,  with  tageously  obtained  but  by  the  infusion, 
the  smallest  quantity  of  that  alkaloid  The  powder  he  finds  uncertain  and 
susceptible  of  detection  ;  4thly,  the  de-.  unmanae^eable ;  and  of  the  peculiari- 
gree  of  solubility  of  meconic  acid  in  ties  of  tne  extract,  recently  admitted 
water;  5thly,  the  limit  of  the  power  of  into  the  Pharmacopoeia,  if  it  contain 
a  salt  of  lead  to  precipitate  and  sepa-  any  save  that  of  uncertainty,  he  has 
rate  meconic  acia  in  opiate  mixtures ;  no  personal  knowledge  or  favourable 
and  6thly,  the  smallest  quantity  of  me-  impression  from  the  statement  of 
conic  acid  susceptible  of  detection,  friends  who  have  employed  it.  He  be- 
either  free  or  combined  with  the  oxide  lieves  the  poisonous  symptoms,  which 
of  lead,  and  by  inference  the  smallest  in  a  few  instances  fiave  occasioned 
Quantity  of  opium.  Opium  was  readily  death,  only  become  developed  when 
detected  in  the  mixture,  but  was  not  the  drug  fails  to  act  in  its  normal  man- 
discoverable  in  the  fluids  removed  from  ner  as  a  diuretic  or  sedative :  once 
the  body.  Mr.  Taylor  informs  us,  that  these  effects  kindly  induced,  the  medi- 
owing  to  the  facility  with  which  opium  cine  may  be  continued  with  safety  for 
may  be  procured,  and  the  improper  use  a  considerable  period.  If  these  eflects 
of  the  drug,  cases  of  t)oisoning  by  it  are  not  evidenced  in  a  few  days,  there 
constitute  about  one-third  of  all  those  is  danger  of  its  accumulation,  and  the 
that  come  before  the  coroner ;  and  that  appearance  of  its  poisonous  symptoms. 
**  Parliamentary  returns  shew  that  the  Or  this  influence,  from  over-dose  of  the 
deaths  from  opium  throughout  England  infusion,  an  instructive  case  appeared 
and  Wales  are  not  less  than  one  hun-  in  our  pagesan  August  last, 
dred  per  annum ;  and  this  great  mor- 
tality from  one  poison  occurs  chiefly 
among  infants  and  young  children."  , 

The  next  paper,  by  Dr.  Munk,  con- 
tains conclusions  on  the  action  of^  digi- 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  ^^•'"^  ,*!'*"''  .'■;'  »"*^*''«"  »'  «?'« 

Worshipfal   Society   of   Apothecanes 

Friday f  November  22, 1844.         .  have  placed  in  him. 

In  ourcommenton  the  "Statement  g€ 

*'Ucet  omnibni,  licet  etiam  mihi,  di^n^itatem  their  Administration  of  the  Apotheca- 

Artii*  lfed<«*  tueri;  poteatai  modo  veniendi  in  rie%'  Act,"   by  the  Worshipful  Society, 
publicum  sit,  dicendi  pencalam  noD  recuao."  1     ,.  -  ,    . 

CicBBo.  ^^  expressed  dissent  from  their  as- 

"^■^  sumption  of  the  large  measure  of  credit 
ADDRESS  OP  -THE  SOCIETY  OP  to  which  they  there  lay  claim  in  the 
APOTHECARIES*.  progress  and  improvement  of  the  sci- 
This  pamphlet  is  an  able  exposition  of  ^"^®  ^^^  practice  of  medicine :  we  be- 
"  The  Bill" ;  and  having  it  to  refer  to,  **^^«  '^^^  progress,  that  improTemcnt, 
no  one  need  err  from  want  of  a  guide  *^  ^'^^^  ^««°  ^^"X  unconnected  with 
throuch  the  intricate  mazes  of  thai  mea-  ^^^  existence  of  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
Bure.o^rblindhimselflongertotheeflfecls  ^^"^«'  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^ny  one  of  their  enact- 
which  its  becoming  law  would  almost  ™^"^»  ^'  "^'^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^«™  P"'  together, 
certainly  have  upon  the  position  of  the  ''  ^**"**^  "^^  ^«  f"""'  probably,  tosay 
great  body  of  the  medical  profession  in  ^*^*'  *^^  ^^^'^^X  ^^  '^^^^^  stood  in  the 
these  countries.  Tlie  only  fault  of  the  ^^^  ^^  improvement,  "  though  we  will 
Address,  in  our  opinion,  is,  that  it  is  "^"^  accountable  for  as  great  a  sin  a« 
pitched  in  too  low  a  key.  When  men  ^^at  too" ;  we  are  persuaded  and  know 
feel  that  they  have  been  treated  un-  ^^^^*  ^^^  profession  at  large  have  got 
handsomely,  they  speak  with  more  of  beyond  the  Apothecaries' Company  and 
verve,  and  in  accents  that  are  louder  *^^'^  requirements :  the  general  prac- 
than  wont ;  and  such  a  stvle  carries  ^»^oner,  who  is  the  representative  of 
conviction  to  the  mind  of  the  listener  ^*^*^  respectable  body  among  the  better, 
that  the  speaker  is  in  earnest.  It  is  ^  ^^^^  *.'*«  ^^^lled,  or  more  educated 
not  otherwise  with  writing;  the  hand  classes,^  all  but  in  variably  the  Member 
is  an  index  of  the  state  of  the  mind  ®^  ^^^  ^^y^^  College  of  Surgeons  aa 
even  as  true  as  is  the  tongue,  and  ^«^*  ^  ^^^  Licentiate  of  Apothecaries' 
burning  words  fix  themselves  on  paper,  ^»"-  Society,  and  the  progress  of 
and  find  their  way  to  the  heart,  neariv  n>edical  science,  required  more  than 
with  the  same  force  through  the  cham-  ^^^  ^^«  ^^"^  *"^  ^^^  Examiners  of 
hers  of  the  eye,  that  they  do  through  Apothecanes'  Hall,  and  he  therefore 
the  porches  of  the  ear.  The  Address  ^'"^^^  «^'  »"^  ^^'"i"^  »'  achieved,  the 
is  somewhat  tame,  then  ;  but,  because  J*^*^^''  ^^^  ^^  «"'«^o^  '^^  addition  to 
it  is  free  from  passion,  its  logic,  it  may  ™  '*"«  ^^  apothecary, 
he  believed,  is  by  so  much  the  better ;  '°  ^^  "Statement,"  the  Society  de- 
if  the  oratory  be  less,  the  reasoning  is  ^^^^^  ^^^^  *"  »^eir  judgment  the  scope 
more ;  if  feeling  be  wanting,  truth  »"d  tendency  of  the  Bill  for  the  Regu- 
stands  there  unveiled,  without  disguise/  ^*^^«"  ^^  Medical  Practice  was  to  de- 
He  who  wrote  the  Address  is  a  very  »™d^»  '^  "^^^  *<>  ^^^^-oy,  the  class  of 
able  man,  and  has  not  belied  the  con-  ^^^^^^  practitioners."  In  this  Address 
they  have  sought  to  show  that  it  is  so  in 

*  An  Address  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  fact.     Now  although  we  are  also  afraid 

to  the  General  Practitioners  of  England  and  ^u.*.   au      u2ii      r    o*      t  i^     i_ 

Wales,  on  the  Provisions  of  the  Bilf "  For  the  ^^^   '"e    Dili   of    bir   JameS   Graham 

Better  Rmtation  of  Medical  Practice  thronrh.  would  have  surh  nn  pf&rt  wp  Viavp  the 

out  the  United  Kinjrdom/*  and  their  probable  ^^^^^  "a^e  »"<="  an  enect,  we  nave  me 

influence  on  the  Position  and  Prospects  of  that  misfortune  Still  to  diflTer  with  the  Wof- 

Branch  of  the  Medical  Profession.    Sto.  London,  .»,.-..    .^ ^^        .     •     *u  e 

pp.65.   Highley.  shipful  Company  as  to  the  cause  of 
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this ;  we  do  nut  belieye  that  the  con-  Apothecaries  that  has  occasioned  much 

clurioa  they  point  at  is  to  come  **  be^  of  the  difficulty  that  is  now  experienced 

cauae  it  is  proposed  to  take  away  the  in  reference  to  unlicensed  practitioners 

power  from  them  of  controlling  the  in  England  and  Wales:    a  state  of 

education  and  conducting  the  exami-  things  has  here  been  engendered  which 

nation  of  their  own  class"  ;  m>r  yet  exists  no  where  else,  and  which  brings 

becanse  the   Bill  ''  would  repeal  the  it  to  pass  that  the  example  of  Scotland 

clbecks  upon  the  practice  of  unqualified  and  America  in  this  respect  cannot 

persons,  without  substituting  any  pro-  safely  be  followed  in  England.   A  large 

Tisions  by  which  such  persons  might  propoUion  of  e?en  the  educated  classes 

be  prevented  from  practising  in  future.*'  in  England  at  this  moment  think  that 

In  oonnootian  with  the  first  of  these  he  who  deals  in  drugs  knows  as  a  mat- 

pointSf  what  is  the  fact  P   That  it  is  not,  ter  of  course  how  to  prescribe  them, 

and  never  baa  been,  held  any  honour  to  "  The  Society  disclaim  any  intention 

belong  to  the  Apothecaries'  Society ;  of  imputing  to  the  right  honourable 

the  practitioner  of  medicine  has  gained  gentleman  by  whom  the  Bill  has  been 

nothing  in  public  status  or  estimation  introduced,  that  he  desired  what  the 

by   his  forced  association   with  that  Bill  (if  it  become  a  law)  will  assuredly 

body;  he  has  much  rather  connected  bring  about.    He  has  been  obliged  to 

himself  with  it  as  a  positive  evil :  the  derive  his  information  on  the  subject 

license  was  indispensable  to  him  as  a  on  which  he  proposes  to  legislate  from 

legal  title  to  practise,  and  therefore  he  others ;  but  that  his  advisers  can  be 

took  it— never  of  free  will  and  choice,  ignorant  of  the  tendc'ncy  of  the  Bill 

He  never  paraded  himself  before  the  which  they  have  counselled,  it  is  hardly 

world  as  the  apothecary ;  it  was  always  possible  to  believe ;  for  if  the  avowed 

as  the  surgeon.    AVhen  no  honour  is  object   had   been    to    depreciate   the 

gained  by  a  title,  or  by  following  a  standard  of  qualification  of  the  general 

particular  course  prescribed,  then  none  practitioner  of  medicine,  to  lower  his 

can  be  lost  by  abstaining  from  that  professional  status,  and  to  diminish  his 

title,  by  ceasing  to  pursue  the   line  claim  to  public  confidence,  it  would  be 

chalked  out.  The  profession  of  inedicine  difficult  to   have  devised  a  measure 

has  been  advancing  with  at  least  as  better  adapted  to  the  purpose." 

rapid  strides   on    the    Continent,   in  We  agree  with  the  Society  in  this 

France  and  Germany,  and  in  America,  particular ;  but  wherefore — how — has 

as  it  has  in  England,  and  in  none  of  this  New  Medical  Bill  any  such  effect  P 

these  countries  have  men  in  the  grade  Not,  we  opine,  because  it  contemplates 

of  the  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Wor-  the  extinction  of  Apothecaries*  Society 

shipiul   Society  of  Apothecaries  one  as    guardians   of  the  education  and 

word  to  say  in  the  examination  of  the  judges  of  the  competency  of  the  future 

practitioner  of  medicine  ;  and  if  there  practitioner  of  medicine,  but  because 

be  enactments  against  unlicensed  prac-  it  cuts  him  off  from  each  and  every 

titicners  in  the  continent  of  the  old  one  of  the  time-hallowed  institutions 

world,  there  are  none  in  force  in  poor  that  are  connected  with  medical  science 

Scotland,  where  cheapness  is  necessa-  in  the  public  mind,  from  association 

rily  a  great  consideration,  nor  in  many  with  establishments  where  the  heads 

of  the  States  of  the  American  Union,  of  the  profession,  the  great  high  priests 

It  is,  in  fact,  the  long  and  intimate  of  ^culapius^  must  still  be  congre- 

connection  between  the  profession  of  gated,  and  proposes'  to  leave  him  a 

medicine  and  the  trading  Company  of  kind  of  lopped  branch  of  the  medical 
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tree — an  abscissa  of  the  medical  pro-  which  we  understand  all  medical  legis- 

fcRsion,  properly  so   called;    upon  a  lation  to  be  founded."   Unquestionably; 

footing  with  the  licensed  victualler  in  but  what  does  the  new  Bill  in  connec- 

society,  or  at  most  with  the  licensed  tion  with  this  position :    '*  it  sweeps 

attorney,  whose  name  is  sharpset,  and  away,  in  a  single  clause,  the  whole  of 

in  the  lowest  grade  is  tantamount  to  the  preceding  legislation  of  the  country, 

knave  and  pettifogger.    This  is  the  de-  every  provision,  wherever  found,  which 

gradation  which  the  Bill,  if  it  does  not  imposes  any  restriction  on  the  prac- 

contemplate,  would  nevertheless,  we  tice  of  medicine  and  surgery."  (p.  10.) 
think,  effect.   To  suppose,  ho we^r, that        It  certainly  is  a  new  principle,  that 

in  the  present  day  any  such  measure  can  ignorant  pretenders  to  medical  skill  are 

be  carried  through  the  two  Houses  of  to  be  allowed  to  pursue  their  dangerous 

Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  against  practice  with  impunity,  and  to  have  it 

the  sense  and  opinion,  and  interests,  of  declared  by  a  deliberate  act  of  the  legis- 

such  a  body  as  the  general  practitioners  lature  that  it  has  ceased   to  be   an 

of  medicine  of  England,  Members  of  offence  against  the  law  of  the  land  for 

the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  them  to  tamper  with  the  health  of  the 

Graduates  in  Medicine  of  the  University  community. 

of  Edinburgh,  in  the  majority  of  in-  The  Bill,  however,  is  not  in  harmony 
stances,  as  well  as  Licentiates  of  Apo-  with  itself  in  all  its  parts :  no  one  is  to 
thecaries'  Society,  seems  to  us  an  ab-  be  held  competent  to  hold  any  public 
surdity.  By  ruse  or  finesse,  by  trick  or  medical  appointment  who  is  not  a 
chicpne,  in  days  gone  by,  such  a  mea-  legally  qualified  practitioner.  The 
sure  might  by  possibility  have  been  author  of  the  Address  handles  this  por- 
cariied  through,  and  have  lived  a  ses-  tion  of  his  subject  very  ably;  and 
sion  or  two;  but  forewarned  is  fore-  truly  we  are  bound  to  say  that,  like 
armed  in  such  a  case,  and  with  free  the  ''Phoca"  in  the  Antiquary,  the 
tongues  and  unfettered  pens,  and  the  apothecary  "  has  the  best  of  it." 
steam  press  at  their  back,  the  members  The  author  of  the  Address  next  pro- 
of the  medical  profession,  if  true  to  cecds  to  discuss  the  constitution  of  the 
themselves— by  which  we  mean  in  all  Council  ofHealth  and  Education,  which 
that  is  for  the  general,  not  for  any  he,  of  course,  complains  of  as  having 
peculiar  advantage— may  not  only  bid  no  representative  from  among  the  great 
defiance  to  their  enemies,  but  being  body  of  general  practitioners.  "The 
roused  they  need  not  now  quit  them  principle  of  representation,"  he  says, 
till  they  have  discomfited  them  ut-  "  seems  to  be  recognized  in  the  consti- 
terly.  tution  of  the  Council :  the  Crown  will 
"  In  every  civilized  community,*'  says  be  represented ;  the  Universities  will  be 
the  author  of  the  Address,  "  the  health  represented ;  the  Physicians  and  Sur- 
of  the  people  is  a  subject  of  common  geons  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
interest,  and  in  proportion  as  any  state  land  w^ill  be  represented ;  the  General 
advances  in  civilization,  the  regard  for  Practitionera  alone  are  not  represented, 
human  life  is  more  strongly  marked,  though  they  must  needs  have  their 
and  its  preservation  becomes  an  object  wishes  to  express,  and  their  grievances 
of  greater  solicitude,  and  a  duty  of  more  to  be  redressed."  We  have  repeatedly 
acknowledged  obligation.  This  regard  argued  for  the  constitution  of  the  medi- 
for  the  public  health  is  the  principle  cal  profession  as  made  up  essentially  of 
recognized  in  the  preamble  of  the  pre-  two  classes  of  practitioners,  physicians 
sent  Bill,  £nd  is  the  principle  upon  and&urgeonp,  or  of  these  two  blended  in 
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the  same  individual,  as  heis  in  the  army  and   entirely   forgotten    in   the   Bill: 

and  navy,  with  whom  we  associate  the  is  there  not  the  Calvinistic  remnant 

chemist  and;' druggist  as' dispenser  of  of   the   Court   of  Examiners   of  the 

prescriptions.      The  argument  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  to  be  saved  by 

author  of   this    Address    only    gains  being  tacked  on  to  help  the  College* 

weight  from  the  want  of  incorporation  of  Physicians  P    We  have  always  looked 

of  the  general  practitioners  as  a  body ;  on  this  as  one  of  the  master-strokes  in 

did  they  not  feel  themselves  cut  off  the  Bill.    Its  authors  obviously  thought 

from  all  connection  with  either  of  the  the  apothecaries,  with   their  prettent 

Royal  Colleges  they  would  not  com-  privilegetf  needless;  their  existence,  as 

plain  of  their  non-representation  in  the  a  body,  controlling  the  education,  and 

Council  of  Health  and  Education.     It  testing  the  qualification,  of  the  medical 

seems  to  us,  indeed,  that  the  author  of  practitioner  as  an  anomaly  in  the  pre- 

the  Address  does  not  distinguish  with  sent  day,  and  they  have  been  anxious 

sufficient  nicety  between  the  general  to  get  rid  of  them  in  the  least  unkind 

practitioner,  the  member  of  the  College  and  offensive  way ;  they  have  therefore 

of   Surgeons     and    licentiate   of   the  done  them  the  honour  to  tack  them  on, 

Apothecaries'  Society,  and  the  simple  as  we  have  said,  to  the  Royal  College 

licentiate  of  Apothecaries'  Hall.     As  of  Physicians. 

champion  of  that  establishment  he  The  author  of  the  Address  then  pro- 
ought  to  have  confined  himself  to  its  ceeds  to  argue,  that  the  standard  of 
licentiates.  The  examining  board  at  qualification  of  the  general  practitioner 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  almost  to  a  man,  has  been  greatly  elevated;  that  the 
are  members  of  theJRoyal  College  of  education  required  of  him  is  of  the  very 
Surgeons :  let  them  use  all  their  efforts  highest  kind ;  and  that  the  improve- 
to  secure  anjhonourable  and  equal  con-  ment  has  mainly  taken  place  under 
nection  with  that  corporation,  and  as  the  auspices  of  the  Court  of  Examiners 
associates  there  they  will  be  represented,  of  the  Apothecaries*  Society.  "The 
Did  they  stoop  to  comply  with  the  con-  College  of  Physicians  have  not  hitherto 
ditions  imposed  by  the  Council  of  the  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  superintend 
Royal  College,  and  present  themselves  the  education  or  examination  of  the 
in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  for  examina-  general  practitioner,  and  would  be  ready 
t ion,  we  do  not  imagine  that  the  examin-  to  disclaim  any  share  in  its  past  con- 
ing board  there  would  be  hard-hearted  trol."  No  doubt ;  but  the  College  of 
enough  to  reject  any  of  them.  We  Physicians  have  had  nothing  to  do 
should  very  much  enjoy  being  present  with  the  education  of  the  general  prac- 
at  the  examination,  especially  if  the  titioner — we  published  only  last  week 
terms  could  be  so  arranged  as  would  our  opinion,  that  we  thought  it  matter 
permit  the  examiner  and  the  candidate  of  deep  regret  that  the  College  of  Physi- 
to  propound  a  question  turn  and  turn  cians  had  not  had  this  control  all  along, 
about.  The  surgeons  would  probably  The 'author  of  the  Address  having 
have  the  best  of  it  in  connection  with  next  shewn  that  the  education  and  ex- 
the  origins  and  insertions  of  muscles,  amination  of  the  general  practitioner  is 
but  on  chemistry  and  botany,  and  the  left  entirely Jn  the  hands  of  the  Col- 
materia  medica,  the  apothecaries  would  leges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  pro- 
almost  surely  come  off  victorious.  ceeds  to  argue  that  the  public  will  suf- 
But  still  it  is  not,  perhaps,  altogether  fer  from  this  arrangement,  on  the 
fair  in  the  apothecaries'  advocate  presumption  "  that  the  class  which  is  in 
to  say  that  they  have  been  wholly  possession  of  the  fuller  measure  of 


262  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION. 

public  confidence,  on  the  ground  of  "  Looking  at  the  constitution  of  the 

superior  attainments,  has  a  direct  inte-  governing  body  of  the  College  of  Sur- 

rest  in  preserving  a<  marked  a  ditiinc-  geons,  the  same  reasoning  apphes,  and 

Hon  as  potsible  httween  the  Bttnmments  with  equal  force,  to  the  share  which 

of  their  own  class  and  that  of  the  class  that  body  is  to  take  in  the  education  of 

below  them."  (p.  29.)  the  general  practitioner. 

"  Now  if  the  public  at  larg^e  have  an  **  But  it  will  be  said,  You  ought  not 

interest  in  the  class  of  general  practi-  to  impute  to  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 

tioners  being  as  highl^^  qualified  for  and  Surgeons,  that  in  the  exercise  of 

the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  the  pre-  the  powers  proposed  to  be  given  them 

sent  state  of  medical  knowledge  will  by  this  Bill,  they  will  be  actuated  by  a 

allow  of  their  becoming,  is  it  wise,  is  it  desire  to  lower  the  standard  of  attain- 

safe,  to  intrust  the  doty  of  their  educa*  ment  of  the  general  practitioners,  or 

tion  and  examination  to  the  exclusive  check  their  improvement  as  a  class, 

direction  of  those  whose  interest  lies  We  reply,  that  our  objection  to  the  Bill 

in    directly    the   opposite    direction  P  is,  that  it  gives  them  the  power  of 

Never  let  it  be  forgotten  that  it  was  doing  so." 

with  the  general  practitioner  himself  But  we  must  pause  in  our  quotations 

that  the  demand  for  an  improved  stan-  and  comments   upon   (his  very  ably 

dard  of  professional   qualification  for  written  address,  by  far  the  best  exami- 

those  of  his  own  class  originated,  and  nation  of  the  Medical  Bill  that  has  yet 

that  it  is  the  general  practititioner  who  been  produced.    We  beg  to  recommend 

has  raised  that  standard  to  what  it  now  it  in  the  strongest  terms  to  all  classes 

is.     The  general  practitioner  has  a  of  our  readers,  to  our  country  friends 

direct  interest  in  improving  the  stan-  in  especial,  who,  to  our  poor  apprehen- 

dard  of  qualification,  and  thereby  ex-  sion,  seem  to  want  enlightenment  on 

tending  the  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  the  measure  most  wofully.    They  too 

Taising  the  professional  status  of  his  commonly  shew  themselves  <*  innocent 

t>wn  class.    The  interest  of  the  physi-  rusticals"  in  their  mode  of  looking  at 

cians  as  a  body,  is  directly  opposed  to  the  measure.      Let  them  put  on  the 

this  improvement  and  elevation  of  the  spectacles  with  which  the  Apothecaries' 

general   practitioner.     The   difficulty  Society  supply  them  in  tliis  Address, 

this  view  of  the  subject  presents  to  the  and  look  at  the  thing,  narrowly,  cu- 

•examination  of  the  general  practitioner  Tiously,  and,  without  thinking  too  much 

'by  the  physician  has  been  felt  and  of  the  interests  of  this  class  or  that 

acknowledged   by    members   of  that  class,  of  this  body  or  that  body,  consider 

body,  because  it  cannot  fail  to  render  the  medical  profession  as  a  whole,  and 

the  duty  an  invidious  one,  and  there  ask  themselves  how  its  important  func- 

will  always  be  this  anomaly  attending  tions  with  reference  to  the  community 

•its  discharge— that  in   proportion  as  At  large  are  likely  to  be  afifected  by  the 

the  duty  of  giving  a  high  qualification  purposed  legislation. 

to  the  general  practitioner  is  performed  

with  zeal  and  efficiency,  will  the  pby-  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION, 

^icians  be  breaking  down  the  dUtinc  Pleask  God,  there  is  some  prospect  of 

tion  which  existe  between  the  claas  calm  for  us  a^ain !    We  have  notices 

which  they  are  educating  and  them-  ^^  fewer  meetings  this  last  week  than 

wives -that  distinction  upon  which  we  have  had  for  a  longtime.    It  may 

-V  .               .  .                           .     ,  be  that  the  great  meeting  of  the  Pro- 

Iheir  very  existence,  as  a  separate  dass,  vincial  Medical  and  Sur|ical  Associa- 

>dcpends.  tion,  as  it  has  been  designated,  has 
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suspended  all  the  lesser  meetings.   The  which,  for  a  long  time  past,  there  has  been 

grand  meeting  took  place  at  Derby,  on  great  reason  to  complain." 

tnel4th — Dr. Robertson, of North'amp-  5.    "That  the    Association   view    with 

ton,    in    the    chair  ;    and    everything  alarm  and  deep  regret  that  part  of  the  bill 

seems  to  have  gone  off  very  amicably  ^l»icl»  proposes  to  abolish  all  restriction  on 

and  well.     The  sense  of  this  most  re-  ****  practice  of  medicine  by  unqnalified  and 

spectable  and  numerous  meeting  will  unlicensed  persons ;  and  that,  although  there 

be  completely  gathered  from  the  reso-  "^..^  "f^^  ^"^"^  ^  ^*'«*»*  the  practi- 

lutions  they  passed,  which  we  append  "^^'^^  «/  altogether  preventing  unlicensed 


Apothecaries*    Society;     but    it    was  restraint  be  adopted." 

coldly  received :  and  though  it  found  a  6.  •'  That  while  the  Association  approve, 

seconder,  not  more  than  a  single  hand  with  this  excepHon,  the  general  spirit  and 

was  held  up  for  it  when  it  was  put  principles  of   the  bill,  they  feel  that   in 

from    the   cnair.      The  Apothecaries'  varions    details   it    may    be    desirable    to 

Society,  we  fancy,  must  see  this  as  a  introduce  certain  changes  and  modifications, 

kind  of  hand  writing  on  the  wall.   The  which  would  improve  the  general  efficiency 

general  practitioners,  in  the  provinces  o'   the  measnre,  and  tend    materially    to 

at  least,  do  not  wish  to  be  associated  or  facilitate  its  practical  appUcation." 

identified  with  Apothecaries'  Hall.  The  7-  "  That  while  the  Association  is  sensible 

medical  profession  has.in  fact,  outlived  o^  the  advantages  which  the  profession  wiUdc- 

the  state  of  things  that  made  this  ne-  nvefromadirectconnectionwiththeQovem- 

cessary.    The   relolutions  adopted  at  me^^t,  they  caimot  but  consider  iheprop^^^ 

*Ko  Tio^Ktr  .,«<,«*;»»  — «  fk^--  constitution  of  the  *  Council  of  Health    as 

'V'^ATi^rj^J^Z'^^tr  their  ^T'-  ""-r  f °t:« '^"^'  "p"; 

^  J-  f   *•      *vT    1^11?^   tu    uTT  ^       1  ^ntation,    either   of    the    physicians    and 

satisfaction  that  a  bill  for  the  better  regnla-  i;,^^^«„.  ,„„:  i^^*    :„  ♦!,«  JL„:„««„    «,  «* 

*•        r  x«^  J*    1  17 1      ^'         J  n     1.'     1.  surzeons  resident   m  the  provmces,  or  of 

tion  of  Medical  Education  and  Practice  has  *u„    „^<,„f    k«j„    «r    „„„  *i    «...«♦:♦:«„«.. 

,^,.j,-        ..      „            r  rt  the    great    body    of   general    practitioners 

been  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons,  ♦  hrouebont  the  country  " 

aod   ft.t   oppormnity  ie  .fforded    to   the  g   ^.j^^  ^^     J'^,;,,^^        y^^^  ^^  ^ 

members  of  the  medical  profeMion  for  con-  ^^^^   ^^^^  j^  jj  tm^  „^  in  amended 


siderinj5lU  provisions  previous  to  its  passing  ^^art^rs  to  be  granted  U>  the  Colleges  of 

mto  a  law,  »«_    •  •  j  c,  *  j-      ^ 

n    II  rw»   M.  ax^'       a-  *  _a.      .   .  J  I-  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  for  a  more  direct 

2.  •;  That  this  satisfaction  is  loereas^  by  acknowledgment  of  the  representative  system 
observing  that  an  approach  to  a  umform  j^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  governing  bodies  of  these 
standard  of  education  and  qualification,  and  coroorations  " 

^i^^^^^^"^^  qaaUfled  per«)d.,         P  ..Th,t"in  the  absence  of  afly  provision 

without  respect  to  load  prmtegea  -  pnn.  ,.„,  ^^  .dmission  of  the  geneml  p^Honen 

aple.  for  the   recognition   of   which    the  j„^  ,  participation,  on  ^m.  h;nourd>le  to 

Association  has  on  various  occasions  con-  ^^^  ^^^^      |^    ^g'  corporate  or'vileeea  of 

tended,  end  especially  in  petitions  to  the  «uu—  «/'♦!.-   n^vii^^^-   ^^  -ou    I  :  a 

T  ^-:-i  *  J  •  1   r  L      »«  •    *.  »  either  of  the   Colleges  of  Physicians  and 

Legislatttre  and  memon  Js  to  her  Majerty  .  Surgeons,  it  appear^  essential  to  the  weU- 

Governmen^-are  two  of  the  great  leading  ^^^  ^  j^j,  numerous  and  influential  body, 

^T'?}^.  tte  measnre.  . .    ,    ,  as  well  as  beneficial  to  the  public  interest. 

3.  •'  That  further  to  aisure  the  object  of  j^at  they  should  be  incorporated  together 
a  nifficent  uniform  primary  qualification  ^  ^^[  ^^^  ^^^^^^,  „,  ^,„^  oorpSration 

^l:  r!7    "*^    ,    P™"""*"*';.  '""•°"'  should  be  adequately   represented  in  the 

J]^^       »  Tl  ''*'"*  ^-  •"■■"' w    *!*7  proposed  Coundl  of  Health." 

aepartment  of  the  profession  ought  not  to  '^    ^ 

be  conceded,  it  seems  desirable  that  the        On  Friday  last,  the   15th  instant,  a 

diploma  of  Licentiate  of  Medicine  should  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  medical 

be  required  of  aU  who  may  hereafter  propose  profession  of  Maidstone  and  its  vici* 

to  enter  the  profession,   snd  previous  to  ^j,y   ^^^   ^  ^r.   Sibbald  in  the 

ttor  bdng  entitUd  to  claim  «lmusion  to  ^^air.      Resolutions    were  passed  ex- 

"T^^^^L^"n^^,  if  carried  fbUy  f^^  t^^  '*>«'  '"i^H^^'^' 

into  effect,  would  ^nfer  a  great  benefit  on  t*?"^  should  at  length  have  made  the  me- 

the  profession  and  the  pttblic,  in  the  removal  ^»«»1  profession  the  subject  of  a  special 

of  many  existing  evils;   and  that,  in  thus  and  comprehensive  legislative   enact- 

providing  the  public  with  a  supply  of  fully  «ent ;  approving  of  many  of  the  provi- 

qualified  medical  practitioners,  the  Assoda-  sions  of  the  Bill,  but  believing  that  ex- 

tion  are  of  opinion  the  Government  would  tensive  modification  in  others  will  be 

do  much  towards  the  remedy  of  abuses  of  required  before  it  is  permitted  to  becomt 
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law.    Suggeslingthat  the  great  body  of  BETHLEM  HOSPITAL, 

ireneral  practitioners  must  be  repre-  .  ^    ^    r^      .     c  r^  # 

sented  in  the  Council  of  Health.    Ap-  At  a  quartwly  Court  of  Governore  of 

proving  the  principle  of  a  uniform  and  il^!,?^^^^  "^P'^l"  "ioS^^^r^  ^?^ 

efficient  couree  of  education,  and  of  the  Bethlera,  held  on  the  18th  instant,  "a 

system  of  registration,  but  opining  that  ^port  from  a  general  committee,  with 

it  should  be  compulsory.  And  requiring  a  scheme  for  regulatmg  the  admission 

"  that  some  penal  enactment  of  easy  of  two  pupils  from  theHoyal  Hospitals 

application,  whereby  summary  punish-  o'  St.  Bartholomew  and  St.  Thomas, 

ment,  by  fine  or  imprisonment,"  may  ^o  attend  the  physicians  of  Bethlem 

be  dealt  out  to  the  unqualified  should  Hospital,  when  receiving  and  visitine 

thev  pretend  to  practise  physic,  may  ^he  patients  therein,"  was  received  and 

be  Appended.  ^^ajj^d.  .      ^  ,       n  ,     • 

The  editor  of  the  "  Mai  Istone  and        The  scheme  referred  to  will  be  im- 

South    Eastern   Gazette,"  which   has  mediately  earned  into  operation ;  and 

been  kindly  sent  to  us,  we  observe,  the  ample  wards  of  Bethlem  Hospital 

makes  the  following  remarks :—  will  thus  become  not  merely  the  means 

"  With  reference  to  the  suppression  ^f  ^^^^V  to  the  sufferers  from  cerebral 

of  what  are  called  quack  medicines  and  disease,  but  of  instruction  to  successive 

secret  remedies,  in  our  humble  opinion  generations  of  the  most  intelligent  and 

this  can  never  be  done  by  legislation,  jealous  pupiU  of  the  two  other  Royal 

but  must  be  left  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Hospitals.    The  sharp  eyes  of  intelli- 

increasing  intelligence  of  the  people."  g^^t  pupils   have  also  an  admirable 

In  looking  down  liis  adfvertising  effect  on  the  way  m  which  the  medical 
columns  in  slarch  of  the  medical  reso-  dmies  of  every  hospital-of  such  an 
lutions.  we  were  struck  with  the  very  establishment  as  Bethlem  Hospital  m 
considerable  number  of  advertisements  ^^P^^^^^— **?  pe«orm.  d.  The  Presi- 
of  quack  medicines,  a  list  of  which  we  de^it  of  Bndewell  and  Bethlem  Hospi- 
append  aa  a  matter  of  curiosity,  and  ^^Is,  Sir  Peter  Laune,  has  been  un- 
to enable  our  readers  to  judge  for  weaned  in  his  exertions  to  render 
themselves  whether  the  editor  and  *^ese  noble  institutions  all  that  the 
proprietors  of  the  Maidstone  and  South  ™ost  enlightened  philanthropy  would 
Eastern  Gazette  would  be  likely  to  ^^^e  them,  and,  supported  by  the 
relish  any  measure  that  should  put  an  Treasurer,  has  long  shewn  that  he  had 
end  to  quackery  and  quack  medicine-  »"  open  ear  for  every  thing  in  the 
vending  in  every  shape :  here  is  the  shape  of  improvement  which  expen- 
list  in  one  number  of  the  Gazette :-  fnce  could  suggest.  Large  sums  have 
1.  The  Hair.-"  Rowland's  Macassar,"  lately  been  expended,  are  still  m  the 
of  course— but  that  perhaps  is  a  cos-  courseof  expenditure,  at  Bethlem,  with 
meticj  2.  Dr.  Grandison's  Charity  a  v,ew  to  render  the  house  a  true  r«ra- 
Pills ;  3.  Holloway's  Pills ;  4.  Ford's  '««?  estabhshment.  What  a  different 
Pectoral  Balsam  of  Horehound;  5.  aspect  has  Bethlem  now  to  what  we 
Robinson's  Patent  Barley  and  Groats  'f member  it  some  twenty  years  ago! 
-though  these  perhaps  are  dietetic,  We  visited  it  last  week,  and  actually 
yet  are  they  "recommended  by  the  saw  that  m  the  whole  of  the  immense 
Faculty.''  6.  Stirling's  Pills ;  7.  The  building- there  ic;a5  nof  «  We  tiirfm- 
Ninth  Edition :  Manly  Vigour,  &c. ;  <'«<«]  ~»«'^''  restraint !  The  exception 
8.  The  Twentv-first  Thousand  :  Man-  ^ed  to  be,  to  find  an  individual  who 
hood,  kc.  J  9.  The  Thirteenth  Edition :  was  not  m  the  strait  waistcoat.  Well 
The  Silent  Friend,  &c. ;  10.  The  Cor-  has  our  distinguished  friend,  Dr.  Marx, 
dial  Balm  of  Syriacum;  11.  Perry's  f^i*^  ^\  we  love  to  quote  him:— 
Purifying  Specific  Pills ;  12.  Whooping-  "Sympathy  with  man  m  his  afflictions, 
Cough:  Farley's  Never-Failing  Re-  the  devotoon  which  m  utter  unBclfish- 
medy  ?  13.  Woodhouse's  Ethereal  Es-  jess  makes  sacrifice  of  itself,  never  put 
sence  of  Ginger;  and  14.  Balsam  of  ^^h  fairer  blossoms  than  do  many 
Spermaceti ;  15.  Dr.  Sibly's  Beani-  among  our  present  establishments  for 
mating  Solar  Tincture ;  16.  and,  lastly,  'he  treatment  of  insanity."  • 

Snook's  Aperient  Family  Pills.    This 

is  pretty  well,  we  should  say,  for  one  *  Decretae  of  Disewe,  fcc.  p.  16. 

newspaper,  and  worth  fifteen  pounds  if  

worth  a  penny. 
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QUEEN'S  COLLEGE,  BIRMINGHAM,  promote  the  interests  of  the  institution, 

and  more  especially  in  carrving  out  the 

There  seems  little  doubt  but  that  in  plan  for  the  erection  of  "a  coapel  in 

this  College  there  is  already  laid  the  connection  with  the  Queen's  College. 

foundation  of  a  great  and  flourishing 

University.     Its  supporters  firom  the  mr^T^i, 

very  outset  have  been  unremitting  in         ^OTE  FROM  SIR  B.  BRODIE. 

their  efForte  to  advance  its  prospects ;  

and,  so  far  as  we  know,  all  is  done  in        jy,  ^^  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 

a  spirit  and  with  a  purpose  that  must 

insure  tlie  very  largest  ultimate  measure  ^'*> 

of  success.  The  Rev.  Vaughan  Thomas,  In  the  leading  article  of  the  Medical 

in  particular,  has  been  most  zealous  in  Gazette  of  Friday  last  I  find  a  scheme 

the  cause,  and,  assisted  by  a  munificent  propounded  for  the  incorporation   of 

donation  fix)m  Dr.  Wameford,  a  chapel  the    great  body  of   general   medical 

has  lately  been  built  in   connection  practitioners  with  the  London  College 

with  the  College,  which   was  conse-  of  Physicians,  and  followed  by  these 

crated   on    the   15th  instant,  by  the  observations:— 

Bishop  of  the  diocese.  "The  plan  suggested   would  have 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas  assured  the  this  further  advantage;  it  would  not 

large  and  distinguished  assembly  pre-  be  opposed  by  those  who  have  been 

sent  on  the  occasion,  that  Dr.  "Warne-  prime  movers  in  the  construction  of  the 

ford  regarded  the  consecration  of  the  Medical  Bill.    We  threw  it  out  to  the 

chapel  pf  their  College  as  the  consum-  distinguished  individual  who  has  the 

mation  of  his  most  anxious  and  pious  credit  or  the  discredit,  according  to  dif- 

hopes  in  a  CTcat  and  holy  cause ;  for  ferent  men's  views,  of  the  projected 

well  might  he  deem  that  cause  great  Bill  j  and  his  reply  was,  *  Let  the  Col- 

and  holy,  which  had  for  its  object  the  lege  of  Physicians  take  them,  and  wel- 

giving  the  stamp  of  Christian  charac-  come,' — meaning  the  general  practi- 

ter  to  the  studies  of  professional  youth,  tioners." 

imparting  the  beauty  of  holiness  to        It  is  evident  that  this  refers  to  a 

their  lives,  and  making  the  temple  of  conversation  which  I  had  with  you  on 

science  the  sanctuary  of  religion.    Al-  Thursday,  the  7th  of  this  month ;  and 

though  their  kind  benefactor  was  not  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  few  of 

amongst  them  in  person,,  he  was  pre-  your  readers  who  do  not  understand 

sent  in  spirit ;  his  eye  was  ever  on  that  I  am  the  individual  alluded  to. 
their  school ;  his  heart  was  with  them        The  expression   attributed    to    me, 

— that  heart,  which  ever  throbbed  with  standing  as  it  does  alone,  cannot  but 

the  pulsations  of  Christian  love,  the  be  regarded  as  ofiensive  to  two  classes 

love  of  God  and  man,  and  everything  of  persons,  whom   1   equally  esteem, 

that   was  calculated  1o   promote   the  and   among  whom  I  have  met  with 

glory  of  his  Creator,  and  the  good  of  some  of  my  kindest  friends,  the  College 

his  fellow-men.  o/  Physicians  and  the  general  practi- 

The   Lord   Bishop   said  it  was  his  tioners.    But  you  must  be  aware  that 

greatest  pleasure,  and  he  might  at  the  it  was  not   so  intended,  and  that  it 

same  time  say  his  bounden  duty,  to  would  not  have  been  so  considered  by 

attend  in  all  parts  of  his  diocese,  and  others,  if  the  rest  of  our  conversation 

on  every  occasion  in  which  his  pre-  had  been  recorded.     I  am  willing  to 

sence  might  be  useful  in  the  promotion  believe  that  it  was  only  throughi-inad- 

of  religion  or  scriptural  education ;  but  vertence  that  vou  quoted  any  part  of  a 

more  especially  so  amongst  those  who  conversation  that  was  purely  confiden- 

were  yonng,  and  entering  on  the  world,  tial.    Having  done  so,  however,  I  have 

exposed  ahke  to  its  follies  and  tempta-  a  right  to  expect  that  you  should  go 

tions,  further  still ;  and  with  this  view  I  beg 

The  President  said,  that  they  would  to  remind  you  of  what  happened,  so 

be  guilty  of  a  very  manifest  omission,  far  as  it  concerns  the  remark  in  ques- 

did  they  separate  without  also  tender-  tion. 

ing  their  grateful  thanks  to  Mr.  Sands        On  that  day,  which  I   have  mcn- 

Cox,  who  had  laboured,  he  might  al-  tioned,  I  had  an  interview  with  you 

most  say,  day  and  night,  in  order  to  on  a  subject  which  concerned  yourself. 
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I  was  influenced  by  no  other  motive  colowrleu  agueout  fluids  and  contained 

than  a  feeling  of  kindness  towards  you,  numerotu  galUttonet,  By  C.  J.  Roberts, 

and  a  desire  to  prevent  your  being  M.D.,    Pkyucian    to  the  Welsh   Cha- 

placed  in  what  would  have  been,  at  ^^1*  ^' 

any  rate,  a  disagreeable  position.  Thb  author  only  taw  this  case  a  short  time 

In  the  course  of  our  communication  previous  to  death.   The  patient  was  attacked 

you  observed,  speaking  of  the  general  with  violent  vomiting  on  Tuesday  evening, 

practitioners,  '*  They  are  more  of  phy-  which  reisiftted  all  the  means  employed  to 

sicians  than  of  surgeons;"    and  you  subdue  it,  and  be  sank  on  the  following^ 

then  suggested    that  the    College    of  Thursday,  at  two  o'clock,  p.  m.    On  exami- 

Physicians  might  make  them  an  ap-  nation  after  death,  the  intestines  were  very 

pendage    of   their    body.     J    scarcely  slightly  glued  together  by    lymph.     The 

Knew  whether   this   was  to  be  taken  *""*^''  membrane  of  the  stomach  had  many 

seriously  or  not,  it  being,  indeed,  plain  ccchymotic  spots  on  it  of  a  very  deep  colonr. 

that  it  would  not  suit  the  views  either  ^f,  duodaium  was   ulcerated  through  lU 

of  one  party  or  of  the  other,  and  I  an-  Jj;*»'«  f"g»\|,  *^«  h^er  small  but  healthy ; 

.-,«r«^*^^o.il««l«  ««^.,„h    /hof  a  fV,«,r  *»>«  r»'l  bladder  was  distended,  and  at  ite 


,       .                    .  -           f     u  looking  ^.  ..  ,.^^  .  .^».  w.  ^^  .^w  w.««.. 

notion  that  it  was  to  be  put  forth  to  coats,  and  a  protrusion  of  the  inner  one. 

the  world  as  my  grave  opinion,  and  On  opening  it,  more  than  4  oi.  of  a  per. 

certainly  without  any  kind   of  disre-  fectly  Hmpid  transparent  fluid  escaped,  but 

spectful  feeling  either  to  the  general  unfortunately  none  of  it  could  be  collected 

practitioner  or  the  physician. — I  am,  sir,  for  examination.     There  were  more  than 

Your  obedient  servant,  a  hundred  gall  stones  in  the  gall  bladder, 

B.  C.  BaoiiiE.  about  the  size  of  peas.     The  kidnies  and 

M,  SavUle  Row,  Nov.  16, 1844.  bladders  were  healthy. 

The  author  remarks  that  cases  where  a 

[It  is  due  to  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  number  of  gall  stones  have  been  found  after 

that  his   letter  should  appear  in  the  death,  without  their  jiresence  causing  irrita- 

MedicaL  Gazette,   and   at  the  same  tion,  or  being  suspected,  are  not  rare ;  but 

time  we  cannot  but  express  our  regret  that  the  total  absence  of  bile,  or  rather  its 

that  any  remark  which  he  feels  to  have  place  being  supplied  by  an  aqueous  fluid, 

been  confidential  should  have  been  in-  •ro  not  common.     He  observes,  however, 

serted  in  our  pages,  and  in  a  form  not  ^^^  allusions  are  made  to  it  by  some  of  the 

precisely  as  it  appears  to  have  been  ex-  ^^^^  suthora,  ss  Femelius  and  Haller,  and 

pressed  by  him  at  the  time.— Ed.  Gaz  ]  ;!»?  ^^\  "«>*|^|^ "  "«*e  of  an  altered  con. 

^ dition  of  the  biliary  secretion,  by  Andral, 

and  by  Drs.  Graves  and  Stokes,  as  well  as 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  by  Dr.  Thomson,  in  his  Practical  Treatise  on 

SOCIETY.  Diseases  of  the  Liver. 

T«e«iay,  November  lath,  1S44.  ^^  concludes  by  o^rving  that  the  most 

^^  cxtraordmary  part  of  the  case  is,  the  fact 

Mr.  Stanley  in  the  Chair.  that  the  man  never  made  any  complaint  of 

^                         ^  hfcpatic  derangement  during  life- time.     He 

Tbis  was  the  first  meeting  of  the  session ;  was  never  jaundiced,  nor  had  pain  in   the 

there  was  a  very  numerous  attendance  of  right  side,  notwithstanding  one  of  the  cal- 

fellows  and  visitors.     On  taking  the  Chair,  call  was  firmly  grasped  by  the  duct. 
Mr.  Stanley  briefly  addressed  the  assembly 

on  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  Society,  Cate  in  which  the  Vena  Cava  Inferior  wae 

and  alluded  to  the  last  volume  of  Tcansac-  obstructed  from  the  commeneement  of 

tions,  just  published,  as  sustaining  the  cha-  the  common  iliac  trains,  and  itt  cavity 

ractcr  of  the  previous  volumes.     He  briefly  obliterated  between  the  entrance  qf  the 

drew  attention  to  an  addition  which   had  emulgent  and  hepatic  veme.    By  Thos. 

been  made  to  the  Library,  in  the  basts  of  Brvill  Peacock,  M.D. 

several  of  the  Presidents,  which  were  placed  ^ 

in  appropriate  positions  around  the  room.  \"?  ^^  a  case  of  complete  obstruction  of 
The  busts  alreadv  received  are  those  of  Hal-  *"®  mfenor  cava,  from  the  uterine  and  corn- 
ford,  Earle,  Babington,  Cline,  Abemethy,  "<*"  "^  ,7««»  ^^^  entrance  of  those 
Brodie,  and  Travers.  "®"  *°*  "'*''•      "*  obstruction  in   the 

former  vessels,  and  the  inferior  portion  of 

Caee  </  Ulceration  qf  the  Duodenum,  in  the  cava,  was  the  vcault  of  the  adherent 

which  the  gaU'bladier  was  filled  with  a  masses  of  pale  lymph,  ^hile  above,  the  vea* 
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■el  waB  oonTerted  into  a  ligamentoiu  oord.     ligni  were  tbote  of  pleoro-pneomoiiia  af. 
The  right  kidney  was  in  an  adranoed  stage     fecting  two-tfairda  of  one  long.    The  aymp- 
of  granular  degeneration,  theleft  completely    toms,  howerer,  were  too  severe  to  be  ex- 
atrophied  ;  the  liver  was  also  of  imaU  aize.     plained  simply  by  this  condition,  for  not 
The  anthor  considered  the  disease  of  the    only  was  th*e  extreme  difficulty  and  ob- 
vein  to  have  been  wholly  unconnected  with    atrnction  in  the  breathing,  but  the  connte- 
the  death  of  the  patient,  and  ascribed  the    nance  was  remarkably  livid,  and  the  cedema 
general  dropsy  under  which  she  laboured    of  lower    extremities  rapidly    supervened, 
during  the  last   period  of  her  life,  to  the    The  patient  died,  and  on  examination  two 
condition  of  the  kidney  and  liver.     The  cir-    lobes  of  the  right  lung  were  in  a  state  of 
eolation  had  been  maintained  by  means  of    complete  camefication,  and  oo  being  divided 
the  branches  of  the  vena  azygos.     The  au-    by  the  knife  were  found  to  be  very  red  in 
thor  was  of  opinion  that  the  adhesiocis  of    the  interior.     The  pulmonary  veins  were 
the  uterus  to  the  adjacent  organs,  and  the     much  enlarged,  and  were  found  to  be  ob- 
appearances  of  the  veins,  as  exhibited  in  the     structed  by  Che  adherence  of  large  clota  to 
preparations   shewn  to  the  Society,   were    the   Uning    membrane.       The   vena    eava 
conclusive  of  the  dependence  of  the  obstruc-    ascendens,  and  other  important  veins  in  the 
tion  in  the  vein  on  inflammation  of  the  vas-    body,  were  affected  in  a  similar  manaer, 
cular  tunics.  ^i^^  J^  then  was  no  evidence  whatever  of 

any  recent  inflammatory  action;  on  the 
Mr.  Stanley  pointed  out  the  features  of  contrary,  the  lining  membrane  was  paler  and 
interest  in  Dr.  Peacock's  paper;  tiz.,  the  softer  than  usual,  and  contained  patches  of 
obliteration  of  the  inferior  vena  cava,  and  atheromatous  dqtosit.  lliis  faot,  taken  in 
the  substitution  of  a  collateral  circulation  by  connection  with  others  of  a  somewhat  simi- 
n^eans  of  a  great  enlargement  in  the  vena  lar  kind,  had  led  him  to  consider  that  many 
azygos,  without  any  perceptible  increase  in '  eases  supposed  to  be  phlebitis  were  not  ao 
size  of  the  superficial  abdominal  veins.  in  reality,  but  that  the  symptoms  presented 

Dr.  Budd  remarked  that  although    we     to  us  depended  on  an  adherence  of  the  fibrine 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  effects  of  ad-     of  the  blood,  or  of  ooagula,  to  the  coats  of 
hesive -phlebitis  when  occurring  in  the  veins    Teesels,  which  by  the  icflnence  of  previous 
of  the  extremities,  vre  had  not  sufficiently    disease  had  become  roughened.     If  we  rea- 
attended  to  the  influence  of  this  disease  in    eoned  by  analogy,  there  was  good  ground  to 
producing  atrophy  of  the  glandular  oigans.     sappose  the  doctrine  correct,  for  it  was  well 
The  paper  before  the  Society  seemed  to  him    known  that  the  lining  membrane  of  arteries 
to  bear  on  this  subject.      He  (Dr.  Budd)     became  altered  by  old  age,  or  some  other 
had  seen  instances  in  which  both  the  liver    cause,  totally  independent  of  inflammation, 
and    kidney   had  become  atrophied    to  a        Mr.  Fergusson  had  met  vrith  two  cases  of 
great  extent  from  the  presence  of  adhesive     obstructinn  in  the  Ycnse  cavse,  one  of  the 
phlebitis  in  the  portal  and  renal  veins.     He    superior,  the  other  of  the  inferior  vein.     The 
had  seen  the  liver  so  atrophied  as  to   be    first  case  occurred  in  a  subject  in  the  dis- 
indented  with  deep  fissures,  and  on  exami-    aeeting-foom,    and    in    tins    instance   the 
nation  it  was  found  that  the  branches  of  the     oollatml  drenlatkm  had  been  carried  on  by 
portal  veins  supplying  the  atrophied  parts    the  vena  azygos  greatly  enlarged,  assisted  by 
were  completely  obliterated,  as  the  result  of    the  biwnclies  which  eomnunieato  with  it, 
phlebitis.     He  had  seen  the  same  effects  in    This  case  bore  out  the  description  given  by 
the  kidney  from  a  like  cause.  Dr.  Peacock  in  hia  case,  ss  to  the  influence 

Mr.  Stanley    referred   to    two  cases  of    of   the   azygos  Tein    in    carrying  on    the 
adhesive  phlebitis,  which  occurred  in   St.     circulation.     In  the  second  of  these 


Bartholomew's  Hospital :  in  one,  the  popli-  the  patient  had  died  three  weeks  alter 
teal  vein,  in  the  other,  the  veins  of  the  arm,  giving  birth  to  a  child,  and  although  she 
were  affected  with  phlebitis,  as  was  evi-  was  attended  by  obaenrant  and  skilful  prac* 
denced  by  all  the  signs  and  symptoms  of  titioners,  no  idea  had  been  entertained  by 
'that  disease ;  and  yet  after  a  time  the  circu-  them  of  the  true  nature  of  the  case;  neither, 
lation  in  the  affected  veins  was  completely  indeed,  were  there  sny  symptoms  to  guide 
restored.  He  inquired  if  any  member  them  to  an  accurate  diagnosis.  On  exami- 
present  had  seen  similar  cases  ?  nation  after  death,  nothing  at  first  was  dis- 
Dr.  J.  C.  B.  'Williams  considered  that  covered  to  explain  the  fatal  result.  The 
the  pathology  of  the  veins  was  not  suf-  parte  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  spine 
ficiently  understood.  He  took  occasion  to  were  subsequently  examined,  and  it  was 
refer  with  commendation  to  Mr.  Paget's  then  found  that  the  inferior  oara  was  corn- 
Paper,  published  some  time  since,  on  this  pletely  blocked  up  with  lymph ;  it  slso  ood- 
branch  of  pathology,  and  related  a  case  in  tained  pus  in  its  interior,  and  there  was  pus 
illustration.  It  was  an  instance  in  which  also  on  its  outer  snrfiux. 
disease  of  the  veins  existed  at  the  same  time  With  respect  to  Mr.  Stanley's  inqniryr  the 
with  disease  of  the  lung.     The  physical  speaker  referred  to  cases  in  which  varicose 
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vems  of  the  lower  extremities  had  been  taiued  within  an  hydatid  tamor,  the  author 
attempted  to  be  obliterated  by  the  passage  ooanted  their  number  in  an  acephalocyst  of 
of  necHiles  under,  and  string  oyer  them.  In  about  the  size  of  a  hasel  nut.  In  this  small 
many  cases  there  was  every  indication  of  in-  cyst  he  found  forty  clusters,  several  of 
flammation  having  been  estAlished ;  yet,  which  contained  eighty  individuals,  and  the 
after  the  expiration  of  ten,  twenty,  or  forty  entire  number  of  separate  echinocooci  was 
days,  the  blood  commenced  to  flow  again  about  one  thousand..  The  animal  is  found  ia 
through  these  vessels.  Cases  of  the  kind  two  states,  namely,  a  contracted  and  an 
were  not  uncommon,  and  had  probably  been  elongated  state ;  in  the  latter  there  is  per- 
seen  by  many  present.  These  cases  had  led  oeivml  a  circle  of  booklets  at  the  cephalic 
him  to  believe,  contrary  to  the  common  extremity,  with  four  suctorial  processes ; 
opinion,  that  adhesive  inflammation  of  the  then  follows  a  cyst>like  body  or  caudal  por- 
lining  membrane  of  veins  was  by  no  means  tion,  into  which  the  cephalic  portion  is 
an  usual  occurrence,  nor  easily  set  up.  drawn  in  the  contracted  state,  and  at  the 
Dr.  Peacock  did  not  agree  with  Dr.  Budd^  caudal  extremity  is  the  peduncle.  After 
with  respect  to  the  influence  of  adhesive  in-  giving  a  minute  description  of  the  structure 
flammation  on  the  atrophy  of  the  glandular  of  the  animal,  the  author  proceeds  to  de- 
organs.  In  his  own  case  he  felt  convinced  scribe  the  changes  which  take  place  in  the 
that  the  glandular  disease  had  preceded  that  creature  after  death,  and  gives  a  full  account 
in  the  veins.  Besides,  the  liver  in  this  in-  of  the  progressive  stages  of  its  development, 
stance  was  atrophied,  whilst  the  portal  The  author  considers  the  offices  of  the 
venous  system  was  healthy.  The  atrophy  booklets  and  suctorial  processes  to  be  in- 
of  the  kidney  of  one  side  depended  on  volved  in  obscurity,  the  creatures  having 
granular  degeneration,  and  the  enlargement  neither  mouth,  nor  organs  of  progression, 
of  the  other  had  its  origin  in  the  same  dis-  The  identity  of  structure  of  the  echinocoocus 
ease  in  a  less  advanced  stage.  He  considered,  with  the  cysticercus,  he  considers  to  be 
in  his  case,  that  there  were  unequivocal  complete,  and  proposes  for  it  the  name  of 
proofs  that  the  morbid  appearances  in  the  eyatieercut  pedunculattu.  The  paper  was 
veins  were  the  result  of  adhesive  phlebitis.  accompanied    by    upwards    of   forty    well 

Mr.   Snow  referred  the    origin  of   the  executed  figures,  drawn  to  a  scale, 
adhesive  phlebitis  in  Dr.  Peacock's  case  to 

inflammation  of  the  uterus,   in  which  the        Dr.  Budd  bore  out  the  accuracy  of  Mr. 

veins  of  that  organ  had  become  involved,  the  Wilson's  description  of  the  echinoccocus, 

disease  consequently  spreading  to  the  larger  having  had  repeated  opportunities  of  examin- 

vessels.     The  state   of  the  uterus  and  its  ing  this  animalcule  in  the  hydatid  cysts  of 

morbid  adhesions  proved  that  inflammation  sheep  and  man.     The  more  curious  circum- 

had  existed  in  it  at  some  some  previous  time,  stance  relating  to  this  minute  being,  was  the 

Mr.  Fergusson's  last  case  illustrated  the  discovery  of  M.  Livois,  that  it  was  a  mere 

same  point.  parasite,  but  that  it  was  invariably  found  in 

hydatid  cysts,   and  that  it  was,  moreover. 
On  the  CUmifieaUony  Structure,  and  Deve-  th^  cause  of  these  cysts.    M.  Livois  had 
hpment  q/"  the  EeAinoeoeeue  Hominiet  founded  this  opinion  on  the  examination  of 
showing  reaaone  for  regarding  it  ae  a  .  ^gry  large  number  of  cases.     With  the 
apeeiea  of   Cgetieereue.     By   Erasmus  y^^^  ^f  testing  this  opinion,  Dr.  Budd  had 
Wilson,  Esq.  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  examined  seven  hydatid  tumors,  which  had 
St.    Pancraa    Infirmary ;     Lecturer    on  i^g^  fo^  many  years  in    the  museum   at 
Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  Middlesex  King's  College.     In  some  of  these  he  ox- 
Hospital,  perienced  difficulty  in  discovering  the  ani- 
The  author  agrees  in  the  opinion,  now  be-  malcule,  but  succeeded  in  finding  the  teeth, 
come  general,   of  the   universality  of  this  which  appeared  to  be  the  last  part  of  the 
curious  entozoon  in  the  sacs  of  the  common  creature  liable  to  decay.     In  two  cases  no 
acephalocyst,  but  differs  with  all  preceding  trace  of  the  echinococcus  could  be  found, 
writers  in  regarding  it  as  a  fixed  or  peduncu-  but  this  was  explained  in  the  one  instance  by 
late  animal,  in  its  perfect  state,  as  well  as  in  the  circumstance  of  the  hydatid  cyst  hav- 
its  undeveloped  form.    The  cases  in  which  ing  been  expectorated   and  burst,   and  its 
it  was  observed  were  the  common  hydatid  contents  escaping ;    and   in  the  other,   by 
tumor  of  the  liver ;  the  little  animal  mea-  the  cyst  having  been  everted  and  the  eckino- 
sures  in  its  longest  diameter  from  ^^  to  cocci  washed  away.     It  was  a  curious  cir- 
y^  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  is  scarcely  dis-  cumstance,     that     the    echino-cocci    were 
tinguishable  by  the  naked  eye,  and  b  enclosed  precisely  tiie  same  in  the  hydatid  cysts  in 
in  clusters  of  from  two  to  one  hundred  in  a  man  and  animals,  although  ^e'cysts  them- 
proper  membrane,  which  is  developed  from  selves  in  these  two  existed  under  such  dif- 
and  attached  by  a  point  to   the  internal  ferent  circumstances, 
membrane  of  the  acephalocyst.     To  give  an  — 
idea   of  the    number  of  echinococci   con- 
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PHYSICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GUY'S  charged  with  solid  matter.     The  obstniction 

HOSPITAL  ^^  ^^^  entrance  of  water  through  the  portal 

T5    rf-i              w   '   J     t.    r>i.  .  system  was  equal  In  both  cases,  and  yet  the 

Bransbt  B.  Cooper,  Esq.  in  the  Chair.  result  on  the  renal  function  was  different. 

NoTember  10, 1844.  Could  this  be  explained  ? 

....^  Mr.  Hilton  thought  Dr.  Barlow  had  en- 
A  LAR6B  meeting  of  this  Society  was  oc-  tirely  overlooked  the  entrance  of  fluid  into 
enpied  in  hearing  and  discussing  a  paper  the  system  by  the  absorbent  system— a 
read  by  Dr.  Barlow,  in  which  he  gave  a  con-  channel  as  important  as  that  of  the  portal 
nected  description  of  the  views  entertained  aystem.  The  President  inquired  of  Mr. 
by  himself,  and  which  he  has  previously  put  Hilton  whether  in  the  course  of  his  mqui- 
forlh,  in  reference  to  the  depuration  of  the  "cs  he  had  been  able  to  connect  any  par- 
blood.  This  depuration,  he  conceives,  is  ticular  symptoms  with  the  inter-lobular,  or 
wholly  effected  by  the  two-fold  agency  of  intra-lobular  forms  of  venous  congestion  of 
air  and  water.  The  atmospheric  air  acting  the  liver,  so  as  to  aid  their  diagnosis  during 
through  the  medium  of  the  pulmonary  cir-  life*  and  was  answered  in  the  negative, 
culation,  removes,  in  the  form  of  carbonic  After  the  customary  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
acid,  the  carbon  which  has  been  formed  in  author,  he  adjourned  the  meeting,  and  an- 
the  capillaries  of  the  aortic  circulation,  and  nounced  a  case  of  subclavian  aneurism  by 

which  would  act  as  a  poison  if  returned  to     Mr. ,  as  the  subject  for  the  next  dis- 

the   left  side  of  the  heart,  and  was  again     cussion.     

iT^iTth^urX  »eVrome  po^  LUMBAR  ENTEROTOMY. 

circuktion,  by  the  capiUaries  of  which  it  is  without  opening  the  peritoneum,  pkr- 

taken  up  from  the  stomach  and  small  intes-  formed  with  success  upon  a  woman, 

tine,  and  is  employed  for  the  purpose  of  aged  53. 

holding  in  solution  the  solid  contents  of  the  By  J.  S.  Amussat. 

bile,  the  urine,  and  the  perspiration,  prepa-     Madame  B ,  53  years  of  age,  of  sound 

ratory  to  their  elimination   by   respective  constitution,     had    enjoyed    good    health 

secreting  oi^ns,   and  without  which  these  habitually  until  within  the  last  four  months, 

solid  contents  cannot  be  separated  from  the  when  she  began  to  be  troubled  with  obstinate 

body,  unless  they  are  brought  to  the  emnnc-  constipation,  and  occasionally  to  suffer  severe 

tories  in  a  state  of  solution.  cholicky  pains.     Two  months  back,  these 

These  views  were  lucidly  stated  and  sup-  pains  became  still  more  severe  and  frequent, 
ported,  by  references  to  the  symptoms,  and  the  fseoes  passed,  with  the  assistance  of 
pathology,  and  effects  of  remedies  employed  injections,  were  slender,  flattened,  ribbon- 
in  cardiac,  hepatic,  and  renal  disease,  and  like,  and  surrounded  with  mucus  and 
also  to  dropsical  effusion  in  the  peritoneum,  blood  ;  discharges  from  the  bowels  became 
and  to  the  symptoms  and  state  of  the  blood  more  and  more  diflScult ;  clysters  began  to 
in  Asiatic  cholera  ;  Dr.  Barlow  dwelling  fail  in  their  effect,  and  the  patient  was  com- 
particularly  on  the  impossibility  of  procur-  pelled  to  have  recourse  to  castor  oil,  aloetic 
ing  diuresis  when  disease  of  the  liver  had  pills,  &c.  From  the  12th  of  June  there 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  materially  obstruct  the  was  no  longer  any  evacuation  from  the 
entrance  of  water  from  the  small  intestine  bowels,  nor  any  expulsion  of  flatus,  in  spite 
into  the  portal  circulation.  of  castor  oil,  croton  oil,  purgative  clysters, 

A   pretty  active    discussion  ensued,    ui  &c.    Tlie  belly  became  distended  and  tym- 

which    Drs.   Birkett,    Brereton,    Addison,  panitic,  and  vomiting  was  superadded  to  the 

Hughes,  and  Mr.  Hilton,  took  part.     Dr.  other  symptoms  ;   there  had  been  complete 

Birkett  could  not  entirely  adopt  opinions  constipation  for  a  fortnight  before   I   was 

which  made  secretion  entirely  depend  on  the  called  into  consultation  with  Dr.  Seddillot 

quantity  of  water  present  or  imbibed  into  and  M.  Maijolin,  who  had  done  everything 

the  system.     Dr.  Brereton  and  Dr.  Hughes  that  art  suggested,  and  had  already  thought 

criticised  the  cases  brought  forward  in  sup-  of  having  recourse  to  an  operation.     The 

port,  and  also  the  facts  adduced  from  the  belly  was  now  distended  with  flatus,  and 

cholera,  and  thought  they  were  insufficient  generally  tympanitic ;   no  tumor  could  be 

to  establish  the  theories  advanced.      Dr.  discovered  by  palping ;   the  finger  in  the 

Addison  eulogised  the  paper,  and  felt  gene-  rectum  met  with  no  obstruction.     On  the 

rally  disposed  to  concur  in  its  conclusions,  27th  of  June  the  patient  was  no  better ; 

but  saw  difficulties  in  the  explanation  offered  nothing  had  passed  from  the  bowels.     28th, 

of  the  phenomena  of  the  renal  secretion  i  same  state  ;  the  abdomen,  measured  round 

btepatic  disease.     For  instance,  the  urine  in  the  umbilicus,  was  upwards  of  32  inches  and 

the  hobnail    liver    disease    was    small    in  a  half  in  circumference.    The  establishment 

quantity,  but  normal  in  the  proportion  of  its  of  an    artificial    anus    seemed    every  way 

constituents,    while    the    urine    in    active  indicated  if  the  patient  was  to  have  a  chance 

congestion  and  enlargement  of  the  liver  was  for  her  life  ;   but  entirely  ignorant  of  the 

ot  only  in  small  quantity,  but  also  over-  seat  of  obstruction,  we  knew  not  how   to 


270                                        ACTION  OF  THE  HEART. 

proceed.  Were  we  to  open  the  colon  in  the  duly  armed  with  a  waxed  thread  behind  the 
left  lumbar  reg;ion,  or  were  we  to  proceed  to  point  at  which  I  beleived  the  peritoneum  to 
the  same  operation  on  the  right  side  ?  The  terminate.  I  then  fixed  a  tenaculum  in  the 
history  of  the  patient  led  us  to  conclude  that  intestine,  and  with  a  pair  of  cunred  scissars 
we  had  not  to  do  with  any  acute  stricture  of  divided  the  intestine  between  the  tenaculum 
the  bowel,  nor  with  one  situated  at  any  great  and  the  thread.  Immediately  there  was  a 
distance  above  the  reetum.  It  is  also  well  rush  of  gaa  from  the  bowel,  and  soon  after* 
known  that  organic  diseases  of  the  great  in-  wards  an  escape  of  yellow  feculent  matter, 
testine,  causing  tympanitis  and  retention  of  Having  now  attained  the  ol^ect  which  I  had 
the  feces,  are  commonly  situated  at  the  propowd,  I  enlarged  the  opening  by  means 
point  where  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  of  the  scissars  without  any  fear,  and  gave 
ends  in  the  reetum.  We  entertained  the  free  vent  to  the  gas  and  faeces.  The  patient 
hope  that  the  seat  of  the  obstmction  might  immediately  felt  great  relief  from  the  e  vacua- 
be  there.  We  had  but  one  means  of  guessing  tion.  To  terminate  the  opention,  which  had 
at,  or  approximating  to  the  fact,  however,  snccoeeded  thns  far  beyond  my  utmost  hopes, 
which  was,  by  measuring  the  quantity  of  fluid  and  was  much  more  eaaily  executed  than  I 
that  could  be  introduced  in  Uie  way  of  laye-  could  have  anticipated,  I  fixed  the  intestine 
ment.  Ou  making  this  experiment,  it  was  to  the  skin  anteriorly  by  means  of  three 
found  that  the  patient  received  and  retained  points  of  uninterrupted  suture.  An  injec* 
readily  the  whole  of  an  ordinary  syringe,  and  tion  thrown  in  by  tbe  artificial  opening  fa- 
one-tbird  of  a  syringeful  of  injection ;  mora  cilitated  the  escape  of  feenlent  matter, 
than  this  could  not  be  forced  into  the  bowel :  The  operation  was  admirably  borne  by  the 
the  obstruction  could  not  be  seated  very  high,  patient.  Put  to  bed  when  she  had  been 
therefore.  cleaned,  her  pulse  was  neither  stronger  nor 
30th. — Same  state.  weaker,  quicker  nor  slower,  than  it  waa 
July  1st. — In  consultation  with  Sir  Philip  before  having  been  placed  upon  the  table. 
Crampton,  of  Dublin,  who  happened  to  be  Evening.*— No  sickness;  perfect  calms 
upon  a  visit  to  Paris,  and  several  distin-  abundant  escape  of  fieces  by  tbe  wound, 
guished  French  practitionera.  Sir  Philipi  Next  momiog,  pulse  80-85 ;  and  seven! 
upon  the  invitation  of  his  French  medicad  hours  sleep,  which  the  patient  had  jwt 
colleagues,  gave  it  aa  his  ophiion  that  if  the  had  for  ten  or  twelve  days,  .refreshed  her 
operation  for  artificial  anus  waa  performed>  greatly. 

it  ought  to  be  done  without  loss  of  time  ;  July  3d. — All  going  on  well ;  on  the  4th, 

his  own  personal  expeiienoe  did  not  allow  escape  of  flatus  per  anum,   and  on  the  6th 

him  to  decide  upon  tiie  value  of  the  measure,  and  following  days,  not  only  of  flatus  but  of 

but  he  was  inclined  to  approve  of  it  from  faces,    in   small    quantity,    however,   not 

the  cases  ii4kich  M  Amussat  had  published,  sufficient  to  encourage  the  hope  that  the  natu- 
All  tbmgs  considered,  then,  the  propriety  of    ral  passage  would  be  restored.    A  month 

the  operation  decided  on,  M.  Amussat  dsier-  after  the  operation,  the  wound  is  cicatrized  ; 

mined  to  perform  it  on  the  left  side.  the  artificial  anus  is  kept  plugged  with  a 

Haying  marked  with  ink  the  space  bounded  mass  of  wax,  and  the  state  of  the  patient 

by  tbe  os  ilium  below,  by  the  edge  of  tbe  leaves  no  solicitude  in  regard  to  her  perma- 

firet  false  rib  above,  and  by  the  edge  of  the  nent  recovery :  there  is  no  indication  of  or- 

oommon  mass  of  the  sacro-lnmbar  and  long  ganio  disease  that  can  bring  her  life  into 

dorsal  mosclee  behind,   I  made,  says  M.  jeopardy. — Gazette     MedietUt   de   Parii, 

Amussat,  a  transverae  incision  in  the  middle  Aug.  10,  1844. 

of  this  space,  between  three  or  (bur  inches  in  [We  have  given  the  case  as  reported,  and 

length,  and  which  I  gradually  deepened  until  with  the  original  title ;  but,  as  we  undertand 

I  had  reached  the  aponenrosis  of  the  trana-  it,  the  intestbie  waa  entered  not  behind  the 

Tersalis.    Three  small  arteries,   divided  in  peritoneum,  but  through  it ;  M.  Amussat 

this  first  stage  of  the  operation,  were  twisted^  was  in  doubt  whether  the  red,  distended 

I  then  cautioudy  divided  the  aponeurosis  piece  of  intestine  that  presented  itself  at  the 

mentioned;  immediately  a  large  pellet  or  wound  was  the  colon  or  small  intestine, 

mass  of  Ait  escaped  by  the  opening  made,  which  he  would  never  have  been  had  he 

upon  cutting  through  which  I  saw  a  portion  known  himself  without  the  peritoneal  cavity 

of  the  intestine,  red,  and  tense.    To  asoer-  In  the  situation  where  he  was  cutting. — Ed.] 

tain  whether  or  not  this  portion  of  the  intss-  » 

t  ne  belonged  to  the  colon,  which  it  was  my  ACTION  OF  THE  HEART, 
purpose  to  op«n,   I  carefully  explored  the 

parts,  and  came  to  the  conduaion  that  it  Thb  frequency  of  tbe  heart's  movements 

must  be  part  of  the  colon,  inasmuch  aa  the  during  convalescence  from  continued  fever, 

quadntns  lumbomro,  whidi  waa  expoaed  on  and  their  gradual  abatement  under  the  influ- 

ita  outer  edge,  ahewed  the  relations  with  tiie  ence  of  a  nourishing  diet,  are  constant  and 

bowel  which  we  know  to  be  natural.     I  generally    admitted    facts.      Physiologists, 

therefore  determined  to  transfix  the  portion  however,  are  not  agreed  upon  their  cause ; 

of  bowel  In  question,  with  a  curved  needle  according  to  some,  the  heart  only  continues 
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to  obey  habiti  contracted  during  the  eoane  thick,  which  had  fkllen  from  a  height  of  18 
of  the  fever,  which  wear  out  as  oooTalesoenoe  feet  upon  his  head.  On  examining  the 
advances.  According  to  others,  who  con-  skull,  which  I  did  with  great  difficulty,  in 
sider  every  febrile  movement  to  be  aocom-  consequence  of  his  opposition,  I  found  a  de- 
panied  by  a  certain  degree  of  irritation  of  the  pression  2}^  inches  long,  by  14  inch  broad, 
internal  membrane  of  the  heart — a  shade  of  and  i^ths  of  an  inch  deep,  in  the  situation 
eodooanlitis — the  frequency  of  the  pulse  of  the  anterior  and  superior  angle  of  the  right 
depends  on  the  persistence  of  that  modifica-  parietal  bone.  There  was  no  other  exter- 
tion  after  the  removal  of  the  causes  which  nal  injury.  The  look  of  the  patient  was 
gave  rise  to  it.  I  have  some  difficulty  in  furious,  his  eyes  rolled  in  his  bead,  and  he 
admitting  either  of  these  theories ;  the  first  frequently  gnashed  his  teeth  ;  on  his  hoe 
appears  to  be  contradicted  by  the  rapidity  evidences  of  bleeding  from  the  nose  were  ap- 
with  which  all  the  other  functions  are  re-  parent ;  nothing  else  unusual.  The  pulse 
established  with  the  commencement  of  true  was  small,  depressed,  and  so  slow  that  it 
convalescence ;  and  as  regards  the  second,  scarcely  beat  60  strokes  in  a  minute.  To 
if  the  internal  membrane  of  the  heart  re-  questions  the  patient  only  answered  by 
tained  the  irritation,  after  the  subsidence  of  nodding  or  shaking  his  head,  and  by  gestures 
the  fever,  it  ou^t  to  be  increased  rather  pointing  to  his  tongue,  his  neck,  and  his 
than  diminished  by  the  contact  of  blood  windpipe,  that  he  had  lost  the  power  of 
richer  each  day  in  stimulating  materials ;  speech.  His  walk  was  so  insecure,  that  he 
and  if  the  frequency  of  the  pulae  were  an  had  to  support  himself  by  the  furniture 
indication  of  that  state  of  irritation,  it  should  in  the  room.  He  resolutely  opposed  my 
increase  instead  of  diminishing,  when  we  preparations  to  bleed  him,  drew  the  form  of 
give  nourishment.  a  leech  upon  the  table  with  his  finger,  held 
The  following  appears  to  me  a  more  cor*  up  four  fingers  to  indicate  the  number  four, 
rect  explanation.  As  soon  as  the  febrile  or-  and  pointing  to  the  wounded  head,  indicated 
gasm  subsides,  and  the  functions  resume  that  he  wished  to  have  them  applied  there, 
dieir  r^;ular  exercise,  the  want  of  nourish-  It  cost  me  great  trouble  to  make  him  com- 
ment is  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  system ;  this  prebend  the  greater  usefulness  of  venesectioa 
is  evidenced  by  the  rapidity  with  which  the  in  such  circ  jmstances.  He  made  me  under- 
nutritive  materials  in  reserve  in  the  adipose  stand  by  signs  that  I  should  take  no  more 
tissue  are  absorbed,  giving  rise  to  that  rapid  blood  from  him  than  a  single  cupful ;  when 
emaciation  which  we  see  constantly  take  this  quantity  had  flowed,  be  became  impa- 
place  in  the  first  daya  of  convalescence.  All  tient,  and  insisted  upon  having  the  arm 
the  tissues  now  demand  at  once  the  supply  bound  up ;  I,  on  my  part,  wishing  to  get 
of  blood  necessary  for  their  reparation ;  and  away  a  larger  quantity  of  blood,  felt  the 
being  unable  to  obtain  it,  either  because  the  pulse,  and  used  other  pretexts  to  let  a  larger 
mass  of  blood  is  absolutely  diminished,  or,  quantity  flow ;  the  by-standers  also  came  to 
being  altered  in  its  composition,  has  become  the  patient's  assistance,  and  insisted  upon  my 
inadequate  to  the  reparation,  the  movements  tying  up  his  arm.  In  my  disputes,  first 
of  the  heart  are  accelerated,  so  as  to  make  with  the  patient  and  then  with  his  friends, 
up  by  the  frequency  of  the  supply  what  is  from  twelve  to  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  might 
wanting  in  the  abundance.  The  more,  there-  have  flowed,  when  the  patient  suddenly  ex- 
fore,  the  quantity  of  blood  b  increased,  and  claimed  *'  now  tie  up  my  arm/'  This  excited 
the  more  its  quality  is  improved  by  the  great  astonishment  among  the  spectators^ 
introduction  and  elaboration  in  the  alimen-  and  I  was  compelled  to  yield  to  his  desire, 
tary  canal  of  nutritious  materials,  the  more  although  the  frequency  and  the  fulness  wUch 
do  the  heart's  movements  abate.  In  like  the  pulse  now  shewed  would  have  led  me  to 
mailner,  after  abundant  hemorrhages,  we  leave  the  vein  open  for  some  time  longer. 
see  the  circulation  at  first  become  acce-  The  arm  was  tied  up,  and  the  patient  put  to 
lerated  without  fever  actually  existing,  or  bed,  having  a  poultice  of  cold  vinegar  and 
having  existed,  and  diminish  in  frequency  water  applied  to  the  pvt  injured,  and  an 
when  the  mass  of  the  blood  has  increased,  aperient  mixture  of  arnica  flowers,  senna 
or  regained  its  normal  composition. — Da.  leaves,  and  sulphate  of  magnesia,  prescribed 
FAUJOTf  in  Annaht  MMealet  Belget,  ISiZ.  for  him  every  hour,  until  free  discharges 
- —  from   the  bowels  should    follow.     In  the 

CASE  OF  INJURY   OF  THE  HEAD.  ^X^"^^^^^'"'^'^^^ 

On  the  10th  of  January,  I  was  called  to  a  frequency  ;  the  patient  only  complained  of 

man,  aboat  25  years  of  age,  whom  I  found  some  lassitude,  but  the  speech  was  slow 

surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  curious  people,  and  halted  when  he  got  at  all  excited.      He 

who  partly  gave  utterance  to  feelings  of  pity,  had  some  sleep  in  the  day  ;  the  wounded 

and  partly  Mieving  him  mad,  were  maiking  part  was  hot  and  moderately  painfil.     Next 

various  preparations  to  restrain  him.     He  day,   the    patient    was  up, — I  found  him 

had  shortly  before  been  knocked  down  by  an  standing  by  the  stove  making  his  poultice, 

oaken    plank,    8    feet    long,    and  3   feet  He  now  questioned  the  fact  of  any  deprer. 
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lion  of  the  skull — he  was  only  aware  of 
snroe  swelling — and  showed  |^at  dispo  ifion 
to  go  to  work.  On  the  IMh,  indeed,  in 
spite  of  all  my  dissuasions,  he  went  to  work, 
and  has  continued  very  well  ever  since, 
although  he  cannot  now  get  a  few  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  ground  without  feeling 
giddy.  By  and  by,  he  discovered  that  the 
skull  was  actually  depressed  in  the  situation 
indicated. 

He  says  that  he  felt  himself  knocked  down 
by  the  falling  plank,  but  that  he  immediately 
rose  again  possessed  of  complete  conscious- 
ness, and  had  gone  on  about  five  paces,  when 
he  fell  a  second  time  senseless,  nor  did  he 
recpver  himself  again  until  he  found  himself 
at  home.  His  anger  had  been  excited  by 
feeling  himself  without  the  power  of  speak- 
ing, and  the  disposition  in  the  by-standers 
to  treat  him  like  a  madman  :  he  had  a  feel- 
ing of  constriction  and  stiffness,  which  ex- 
tended over  the  lower  jaw,  the  tongue,  and 
the  neck  down  to  the  breast ;  the  tongue  ap- 
peared to  have  become  motionless  by  its 
weight  and  thickness,  so  that  speech  would 
not  follow  the  strongest  behests  of  the  will. 

This  feeling  had  gradually  become  less  and 
less  during  the  blood-letting,  and  with  its 
entire  removal  he  found  that  he  had  recovered 
his  power  of  articulating.  —  Patze,  in 
Ca9per*8  Wocheruchrifi,  No.  30,  1844. 
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R.  D.  Harling,  University  College. 

E.  Heame,  University  College. 
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ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS, 
OF  ENGLAND. 

Gentlemen  admitted  Membert  an  Friday, 
Nov.  15.— H.  Browne.— J.  C.  Forster.— 
T.  R.  Trayer. — W.  B.  Ferguson. — J.  P. 
Ramskill. — J.  Johnston. — S.  S.  Brame. — 
H.  E.  CuUen. — S.  Mossop.— E.  H.  Vinen. 
— R.  Mannix. — J.  Squire. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Gentlemen  who  have  obtained  Certi/teatet, 
Nov.  14. — ^J.  C,  Forster,  London. — ^T. 
Evans. — ^W.  Collyns. 

MORTALITY  OF  the  METROPOLIS. 

Deathe  from  all  cattsea  reifittered  in  the 
week  ending  Saturday ^Nov.  9. 

All  Ca rsRS 9f*9 

Spbcifibd  Causks 988 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  End»!mic,  and 
Contflgioas)  Diseases,  214 ;  among 
which,  of— 

dmall  Fnx 49 

Measles 23 

Scarlatina  70 

Hooping  Cough  2*1 

Croup  2 

Thrush    0 

Diarrhoea    ii 

Dysentery  «...  4 

Cholera    0 

Inflnenta 4 

Typhus    S9 

H.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  1*14 ; 
amonir  which,  of— 

Inflammation I 

Dropsy 16 

Scrofula 4 

Cancer 9 

Atrophy 10 

Debility  26 

Sudden  Deaths 11 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  147;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus 26 

Apoplexy 25 

Paralysis IB 

Convulsions   51 

Insanity  0 

Delirium  Tremens  2 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  tho 
other  Organs  of  Respiration,  814 ; 
among  which,  of 

Fneumoni 110 

Hyd'othorax 7 

Asthma   19 

Phthisis  or  Consumption  ....  119 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  &c SO 

v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  32 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Orirans  of  Digestion,  59; 
among  which,  of— 

Teething 13 

Ga«<tritiB 0 

Enteritis 17 

Tabes   4 

Hernia 1 

Disease  of  Stomach,  &c S 

Disease  of  Liver,  ftc 9 

VII.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 9 

VJ II.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Uterus, 
&c.  11 :  among  which,  of— 

Childbirth  8 

Disease  of  Uterus 2 

IX— Rhenmatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,  6cc 14 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  ftc.  2 

XL-Old  Age 61 

XII.— Violence.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance   30 

Notice. — It  was  our  intention  to  give 
Dr.  Gny's  remarks  on  our  review  of  his 
Principles  of  Forensic  Medicine  in  the  pre- 
sent "So.,  but  its  length  has  compelled  ns  to 
postpone  it  until  next  week. 

AViLsoN  &  OoiLVY,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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6VBSTAKCE  bone  was  broken,  and  that  the  diagnostic 

^y  sign  of  the  fracture  had  been  of  some  value 

^^TT-KTTnAT     TTji^mYTnoo  "*  dcterminmg  the  treatment.     Crepitus  is 

CLINICAL    LECTURES  frequently  but  a  doubtful  sign  of  fracture, 

At  SL  Bartholomew* i  Ho9pital,  during  the  alteration  of  the  synoTia  within  the  sheaths 

SumfHer  Semon,  1844.  of  the  surrounding  tendons,  or  within  the 

^____  contiguous  joint ;  and,  in  injuries  of  the  hip 

or  shoulder,  when  the  displaced  head  of  the 
Tbsbb  are  at  the  present  time,  in  my  acci-  femur  or  humerus  lies  in  contact  with  a  sur- 
dent  wards,  twenty -one  cases  of  fracture,  face  of  bone  beyond  the  articular  cavity,  in 
and  three  of  dislocation,  out  of  which  I  shall  moving  the  limb  a  grating  sensation  may 
select  some  points  for  consideration,  respect-  then  be  communicated  to  the  fingers,  so 
ing  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  these  closely  allied  to  that  of  fracture,  as  to  be 
injuries.  with  difficulty  distinguishable  fnun  it.     In 
DiMffnoiit  qf/raeture. — In  certain  cases  the  shoulder,  for  instance,  when  the  head  of 
wherein  the  occurrence  of  fracture  is  not  the  humerus  Is  driven  between  the  subsca- 
plainly  in^cated  by  the  mobility  or  distor-  pularis  muscle  and  the  scapula,  the  move- 
tion  of  the  part,  or  by  the  existence  of  ere-  ments  of  the  arm  will  communicate  to  the 
pitns,  there  is  one  strongly  presumptive  sign  hand  of  the  surgeon  a  grating  sensation,  not 
of  it,    the  attention  to   which   has  often  distinguishable  from  the  crepitus  of  fracture, 
helped  us  in  donbtKil  cases,  especially  in  the  As  it  concerns  the  diagnosis  of  fracture,  it 
instances  of  fracture  of  the  lower  end  of  the  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  by  the  opera- 
tibia  and  fibula,  also  of  the  head  of  the  tibia ;  tion  of  the  force  which  has  broken  a  bone, 
this  sign  is,  an  acute  tenderness  of  the  pe-  its  ends  may  get  so  firmly  impacted  toge- 
rioateum  manifested  in  handling  the  part,  ther,  as  not  to  be  separable  without  vio- 
eombined  with  deep-seated  oedema  from  se-  lence ;  lience  it  has  h^pened  that  a  man 
rous  effusion  into  &e  cellular  tissue  around  with  both  bones  of  his  \ee  broken  has  been 
the  jperiostenm.    An  experienced  hand  and  able  to   bear  considerable  weight  on  the 
eye  will  readily  distinguish  these  drcnm-  limb.     I  had  a  patient  whose  tibia  and  fibula 
■taaces  characteristic  of  fracture,  from  the  were  broken  about  their  middle,  by  the  kick 
general  swelling  and  tenderness  of  the  soft  of  a  horse ;  yet  he  contrived,  with  the  help 
parts,  the  result  of  simple  contusion.     A  of  a  sHck,  to  walk  from  Highgate  to  the 
man  at  the  present  time  in  the  hospital  was  hospital,  a  distance  of  between  four  and  five 
admitted  shortly  after  he  had  slipped  down  miles.     Under  circumstances  of  doubt,  as- 
in  the  street ;  &ere  was  no  distortion  of  the  sistance  in  the  diagnosis  may  be  obtained  by 
1^,  and  no  yielding  or  crepitus  could  any-  ascertaining  in  what  maimer  the  accident 
where  be  detected ;  but  such  was  the  acute-  occurred ;  and  here  it  is  to  be  recollected, 
ness  of  the  pun  occasioned  by  pjfessuro  of  that  a  shock  imparted  to  the  distant  part  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  tibia,  with  the  evi-  a  limb  may  cause  the  fracture  of  the  shaft  of 
dence,  besides,  of  the  deep  cedematous  swell-  the  femur  or  tibia.     A  man  had  just  raised 
ing  over  this  part  of  the  bone,  that  the  frac-  a  sheep-hurdle  from  the  ground,  and  waa 
tnre  of  it  was  suspected ;  and  accordingly  the  holding  it  in  his  hands,  when  a  gust  of  wind 
limb  was  confined  in  splints.    Ten   days  turned  him  round  with  the  hurdle ;  the  great 
afterwards,  an  oblique  ridge  on  the  lower  toe  of  his  left  foot  coming  against  a  stone, 
and  front  part  of  the  tibia  shewed  that  the  he  Immediately  felt  and  heard  his  leg  break ; 
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his  wife,  and  another  man  itanding  by»  alio  on  it.  Its  enda  were  neceaiarily  left  pro- 
heard  the  crack.  He  was  directly  brought  jecting,  and  onion  of  the  fractore  took  place 
to  the  hospital,  and  the  tibia  was  found  in  the  nsnal  time,  bnt  with  an  awkward- 
broken  in  two  places,  transversely  through  looking  bump  on  Ae  front  of  the  leg.  Here 
its  middle,  and  obliquely  through  its  lower  the  obstacle  to  adjustment  could  have  been 
third.  Also,  on  occasions  when  it  would  none  other  than  that  the  ends  of  the  bone 
not  be  expected,  an  inordinate  or  spasmodie  were  firmly  impacted  together ;  and  I  am 
action  of  the  muscles  surrounding  a  bone  snre  they  could  not  have  been  separated  by 
may  cause  its  fracture.  A  coachman,  in  justifiabie  ibroe.  It  may  be  also  well  to 
descending  from  his  seat,  fdt  a  sudden  twist  remark,  that  this  peculiar  condition  of  a 
in  his  limb ;  and  from  that  instant  he  was  simple  fracture  of  the  tibia  occurred  in  m 
unable  to  bear  weight  on  it ;  he  contrived  to  man  40  years  of  age,  from  slipping  down  oa 
reach  the  ground  on  Ids  other  leg  without  his  side,  without  direct  violence  to  the  Veg, 
fidling,  and  was  directly  brought  to  the  hos-  and  that  the  fibula  was  uninjured, 
pital,  when  there  was  ascertained  to  be  a  A  man,  aged  74,  vras  admitted  vrith  a 
fiuctnre  of  the  shaft  of  the  femur,  just  below  simple  fracture  of  the  tibia,  a  little  above 
the  trochanters.  the  ankle,  produced  by  the  passage  of  a  cart 

Adjuttment  qfjraeturfi, — For  this  ob-  wheel  over  the  limb.  An  inch  above  the 
jeet,  in  many  instances,  nothing  more  is  malleolus  intemus  the  edge  of  the  upper 
required  than  that  the  limb  should  be  placed  portion  of  the  tibia  projected,  and  the  skin 
in  an  easy  posture ;  directly  this  is  done,  the  was  tightly  stretched  over  it.  Many  inef* 
ends  of  the  bone  adjust  themselves  perfectly  fectual  attempts  were  made  to  restore  the 
well.  And  I  have  learned  by  experience,  bone  into  its  place.  On  the  sevevth  day  he 
that  when  one  fair  effort,  by  extennon  of  the  vras  attacked  by  delirium,  and  on  the  tenth 
limb  and  manipulation  of  the  broken  bone,  day  he  died.  On  examining  the  limb,  I 
has  failed  to  effect  the  adjustment  of  ita  found  a  fracture  extending  obUqudy  through 
ends,  there  is  but  little  probability  of  sue-  the  shaft  of  the  tibia,  an  hich  and  a  half 
oess  from  a  repetitilon  of  the  same  proceed-  above  the  ankle  i  also  through  the  malleolus 
ings,  to  which  the  obvious  objections  are,  intemus,  and  through  the  shaft  of  the  fibula, 
the  severe  pain  they  occasion,  and  the  in*  Even  after  the  lines  of  fracture  were  brought 
jury  they  do  to  the  surrounding  soft  parts,  into  view  by  the  reflection  of  the  soft  parts. 
When  one  well-directed  effort  by  extension  not  without  considerable  force  could  the 
of  the  limb  and  manipulation  of  the  broken  bones  be  adjusted,  on  account  of  the  firm- 
bone  has  fiBJled  to  effect  its  adjustment,  we  ness  with  which  thdr  fractured  surfaces 
must  trust  to  the  chance  of  its  adjusting  it-  were  impacted  together, 
self ;  and  if  it  does  not  do  so,  we  may  assume  Fracture  t^a  ^one  m  firo  placei  the  o6- 
the  existence  of  one  or  other  of  the  following  etacle  to  adjustment. — A  man  in  a  state  of 
obstacles  to  adjustment,  over  which  exten-  intoxication  was  kicked  out  of  a  public- 
sion  of  the  limb,  or  other  proceeding  we  house,  and  directiy  afterwards  brought  to  the 
may  adopt,  can  have  but  little  influence, —  hospital  witii  a  fracture  of  the  tibia  and 
that  the  displaced  ends  of  the  bone  have  be-  fibula,  and  the  soft  parts  around  were  se- 
come  firmly  impacted  together ;  or  that  the  verely  contused  from  the  blows  they  had 
bone  having  been  broken  in  two  places,  and  received ;  the  consequences  of  which  were, 
the  middle  piece  displaced,  upon  which  the  extensive  ecchymoses,  vesications,  suppura- 
extension  of  the  limb  has  no  effect ;  or  that  tion  through  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue, 
a  displaced  tendon  or  muscle  has  got  be-  and  sloughing  of  the  interments  over  the 
tween  the  ends  of  the  bone ;  or  that  one  fracture,  llie  end  of  the  upper  portion  of 
end  of  the  bone  has  been  driven  into,  and  the  tibia  projected,  with  considerable  short- 
hss  become  firmly  impacted  in  the  substance  ening  of  the  limb.  Repeated  efforts  were 
of  an  adjacent  muscle  ;  or  that  the  muscles  made  to  obtain  a  better  adjustment  of  the 
on  one  side  of  the  limb  having  been  lace-  fracture,  but  to  no  purpose.  The  project- 
rated,  the  muscles  on  the  opposite  side,  their  ing  end  of  the  tibia  was  necessarily  left 
antagonists,  acting  inordinately  upon  the  sticking  in  the  soft  parts  on  the  inside  of  the 
broken  bone,  have  displaced  it.  Of  these  leg,  for  from  this  position  it  could  not  be 
occurrences  the  following  are  examples,  stirred.  The  man  died  under  circumstances 
mostiy  of  recent  occurrence  in  the  hospital,  which  will  be  hereafter  noticed  ;  and  on  ex- 

Fraetured  endt  qf  the  bone  impacted  to*  amining  the  limb,  the  tibia  was  found  frac- 

gether  the  obstacle  to  adjustment. — A  man  tured  in  two  places,  about  two  inches  above 

suffered  a  fracture  in  the  middle  of  his  tibia,  the  ankle,  and  at  the  junction  of  its  upper 

The  ends  of  the  bone  projected  forwards  to  and  middle  third.    The  middle  piece  of  bone, 

the  extent  of  forming  an  obtuse  angle  ;  and  about  six  inches  long,  vras  also  split  verti- 

they  were  so  firmly  fixed  in  this  position,  cally ;  its  upper  end  projecting  against  the 

that  repeated  and  forcible  extension  of  the  superior  portion  of  the  tibia,  prevented  this 

limb,  combined  with  firm  pressure  against  falling  into  Its  place.     It  was  erident  that 

the  broken  bone,  had  not  the  slightest  effect  no  extension,  or  other  manipulation  of  the 
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Ihnb,  oonld  hvn  fflRocM  fbe  •4]V*^<'>^^  ^  ^">>»  an^N^  knee-joint  regained  a  conrider-i 

Uuj  fracture.  able  degree  9f  motion. 

Ditplaeemeni  ^f  a  iei$don  or  trnuele  tMt  The  foregoiu  it  a  good  example  of  a 

ebtiacle  to  adjuttmemt. — Such  occnrrenoe  ia  clasa  of  caaei  of  complicate  fractare,  wherein 

most  likely  to  happen  in  caaes  of  fracture  of  the  ntmoat  efforta  tp  replace  the  parta  in 

the  lower  end  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  with  their  nataral  positipn  are  of  no  avail,  and 

dislocation  of  the  ankle-joint.    In  the  eza-  oonaeipientlf  we  have  bu^to  await  the  natu« 

minatioB  of  one  of  these  casea,  in  which  ral  prooeases  of  reparation;  nor  can  I  omit 

many  attempts  had  been  ineffectually  made  the  remark  so  frequently  s^gested  by  the 

to  reduce  the  dialecation,  the  tendons  of  the  progress  and  result  of  these  oaMS,  that  when 

tibialis  posticiia  and  ilejor  longus  digitorum  the  miachief  has  not  been  aggravated  bj  nn- 

were  fbuud  firmly  locked  between  the  ^ia  doe  sargicai  interfeeenee,  th^  tmm  ont  ao 

and  fibula,  and  had  thereby  prevented  the  much  more  favourably  than  waa  anticipated 

replacement  of  the  articular  end  of  the  tibia  from  the  formidable  character  which  the  in- 

tn  its  right  situation.  jnry  on  its  first  view  presented. 

•Aid  of  the  bone  in^meted  in  the  tubetanee  There  is  always,  as  it  baa  appeared  to  me, 
^aia  at^j^Kemt  wuuele  the  obstacle  to  adjust'  an  interest  in  knowing  the  method  of  occur- 
mmt, — ^Thia  oeeorrence  waa  sftrikingly  pre-  rence  of  a  complicate  injury.     In  the  cass 
aented  to  my  notice  many  jrears  ago,  in  two  jnat  related,  the  fracture  with  displacement 
<iue8  under  the   care  of  Mr.  Abemethy,  of  the  lower  part  of  the  femnr  occurred  to  a 
wherein  the  shaft  of  the  humerus  had  beoi  boy  in  falling  from  a  cart,  between  the  raila 
fractured  at  about  the  junction  of  its  npper  of  which,  his  foot  being  caught,  hia  body 
and  middle  diird,  and  the  end  of  the  lower  became  suspended  by  it ;    there  were  no 
portion  of  the  bone  was  driven  through  the  marks  of  direct  violence  to  the  knee,  and 
<leltoid  muscle  and  skin  covering  it.      No  accordingly  it  was  assumed  that  the  hijury  had 
A>rcible  attempt  waa  made  to  wifiidraw  the  been  produced  by  the  twist  whidi  die  limb 
end  of  the  bone  firom  the  substance  of  the  received  on  his  body  beii^  suspended  by  it. 
nusde,  in  which  it  waa  firmly  impacted.  An  increased  breadth  of  the  joint,  and  the 
tlie  result  of  each  case  was,  that  not  more  lose  of  the  natural  prominence  of  the  patella, 
than  the  ordinary  amount  of  irritation  en-  were  the  consequences  of  the  vertical  fracture 
•ned ;  and  with  the  exfoHation  of  the  ex-  between  the  condyles,  permitting  tiieir  sepa- 
posed  end  of  the  bone,  the  fracture  united  ration  and  the  sinking  of  the  patella  between 
in  the  usual  period,  and  without  deformity,  them  ;  there  was  also  a  considerable  hollow 
Hie  harmlessnesa  of  the   end  of  a  bone  in  the  front  of  the  thigh  just  above  the  con- 
sticking  in  the  substance  of  muscle,  and  the  dyles,  the  consequence  of  the  transverse 
little  interference  of  such  occurrence  with  fti^eture  of  the  femur  and  displacement  of 
the  reparative  proceases,  were  well  shewn  in  the  end  of  the  bone.     By  the  side  of  the 
these  cases.      Under    such    circumstances  foregoing  case  the  following  extract  firom  the 
there  must  have  been  either  the  absorption  Archives  G^n.  de  M^d.  vol.  ix.  p.  267,  will 
of  the  muscle  intervening  between  the  two  be  regarded  with  interest.    A  boy,  aged  11, 
portions  of  bone,  or  the  gradual  loosening  twisted  his  leg  in  a  hole  in  such  a  manner 
amd  withdrawing  of  the  end  of  the  bone  from  that  whilst  hia  body  turned  round,  his  leg 
the  muscle  into  which  it  had  been  driven.  was  fixed.    The  femur  was  thus  separated 
A  few  months  ago  I  had  in  the  hospital  a  from  the  condyles,  and  the  end  of  the  shaft 
boy  nine  years  of  age,  who  had  suffered  a  projected  into  the  popliteal  space.    On  the 
complicate  fracture  of  the  lower  part  of  the  twenty-fourth  day,  the  leg  was  amputated 
femur.    The  knee-joint  became,  in  conse-  on  account  of  morUfication  of  the  foot,  and 
quenoe,  fixed  in  the  extended  position,  and  on  examining  the  limb,  the  condyles  were 
the  end  of  the  shaft  of  the  femur  was  found  found  separated  and  placed  so  that  their  ar- 
projecting  in  the  lower  and  outer  part  of  the  ticular  surfaces  were  directed  forwards, 
ham.      Repeated  and  powerful  efforts  by 

extension,  and  various  movementa  of  the  ^f^ordinaie  action  qf  4he  mueelet  on  one  side 

limb,  were  made  to  replace  the  projecting  ^  'Ae  Hmb  consequent  on  the  laceratum 

end  of  the  bone  in  ita  right  situation,  and  to  ^  ^^^^  </  'A'  opposite  side^  their  mnia- 

restore  the  motions  of  the  knee-joint ;  but  gonistSt  displacing  the  fractured  bone^ 

these  efforts  were  of  no  avail.     The  injured  ^ixf  constituting  an  insuperable  obstacle 

parts  became  firmly  consolidated  ;  and  when  f^  <^  adjustment, 

the  thickening   around   them    had  disap-  Of  thia,  the  following  wefl-marked  instance 

peared,  it  became  evident   that  there  had  occurred  in  tlie  hospital   during   the  last 

been  a  transverse  firacture  of  the  femur,  just  winter.     A  boy,  aged  10  years,  wag  admitted 

above  the  condyles,  and  a  vertical  fracture  with  a  compound  fracture  of  both  bones  of 

between  them ;  and  that  the  end  oi  the  shaft  the  teg,  from  a  heavy  stone  falling  on  it,  the 

of  the  bone  had  been  driven  through  the  edge  of  which  completely  cut  through  the 

biceps  muscle.     Ultimately  the  limb  became  akin  and  muscles  on  the  front  and  outside  of 
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the  limb.    The  end  of  the  upper  portion  of  steadily  in  contact,  and  if  possible  by  tbeir 

the  tibia  protruded  through  the  gap  in  the  periosteal  snr&ces. 

mtcgumwts,  and  many  efforto  were  incffec-  Influeneeof  th^  action  qf  the  muscU^  around 

tually  made  to  repbcc  it      I  removed  the  ^^^  ,^^„;    uniting  fracture, 

pomted  extremity  of  the  bone,  and  then  re-  nr  *i--    ^l             i.          .     .^ 

peated  the  efforts  to  replace  it,  but  with  no  ,  "'**»"  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  it  is  eyi- 

better  result  j  the  end  of  the  upper  portion  f®**^,  ^?  '".^  ^^  ™*»y  instances  of  frac- 

of  the  tibia  still  projected  in  front  of  the  '"^  ®'  ^^  ™  ^^}'  ^T^^y  ^°*tcd  within  the 

lower  portion  to  the  extent  of  ftdl  three  o'^«»}nary  period,  wherein  the  patient  has  been 

quarters  of  an  mch.     The  reparation  of  the  ?^™    '°    "°^®  ;^°"'  ^"^  crutches,  not 

injury  was  now  wholly  left  to  the  natural  »>f»"n«  ™«Dt  on  the  hmb,  but  swinging  it 

processes ;  the  results  were,  that  with  a  small  ^^^^  "^^^  ^^  ***  *  ^^^^  time  the  uniting 

exfoliation  from  the  exposed  end  of  the  tibia,  medium,  which  was  flexible,  is  found  to  be 

the  bone  gradually  adjusted  itself,  and  the  P«"ectly  firm.     I  lately  had  m  the  hospital 

fracture  united  without  irregularity  or  short-  ?  woman,  aged  32,  with  a  fracture  of  the 

ening  of  the  limb.     Here  I  beUeve  the  ob-  ?™^/'.'  ^}  ^^  junction  of  its  upper  and  mid- 

stacle  to  the  adjustment  of  the  bone  was  the  *"*  ^^^  V**^'*  ttenX^A  stnctly  by  confine- 

uncontrolled  action  of  the  muscles  in  the  Y^^^  ^'J.*"®  °*^J»  "^^^^  *°«  application  of  a 

back  of  the  leg,  their  antagonists,  the  mus-  ^ong  splmt  to  the  outer  side  of  the  limb, 

des  in  the  front  and  outside  of  the  leg  having  A?  T^  expiration  of  two  months,  the  ends 

been  completely  divided  by  the  sharp  edge  of  of  the  bone  were  ascertained  to   be  freely 

the  stone.  moveable.    The  thigh  was  then  kept  firmly 

encased  in  leather  splints  through  the  next 
Treatment  af  fractures  tohich  are  ilow  qf  two  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the 
union.  Ou  the  use  qf  tie  immoveable  ends  of  the  bone  were  found  to  be  still  freely 
apparatus.  moveable  ;  it  was  now  determined  again,  to 
I  select  these  points  for  consideration  in  ^PV}j  the  leather  splints  in  a  manner  to 
the  treatment  of  fractures,  because  it  happens  maintain  firm  pressure  against  the  end  of 
that  they  can  be  practically  illustrated  by  the  bone,  and  besides,  to  encase  the  thigh  in 
cases  which  are,  or  recently  were,  in  the  hos-  the  splints  composed  of  layers  of  linen  ce- 
pital.  There  are  fractures  which  are  slow  mented  together  by  the  mixture  of  white  of 
of  union,  and  fractures  which  will  not  unite ;  HS  ^^^  flour,  and  around  these  to  apply  the 
fortunately  the  former  are  of  most  frequent  starched  roller.  The  limb  being  thus  se- 
occurrence ;  they  require  the  help  of  good  cured,  the  patient  was  desired  to  move  about 
apparatus,  and  it  is  to  the  nature  of  this  freely  on  crutches.  Almost  from  the  com-* 
apparatus,  and  to  the  principles  which  should  mencement  of  this  plan,  the  woman  began  to 
guide  its  use,  that  I  am  about  to  advert,  express  a  consciousness  of  firmness  in  the 
I'ormerly,  and  indeed  until  within  a  few  ^°^b  of  which  she  had  not  before  been  sen- 
years  of  the  present  time,  no  other  view  was  Bible.  After  another  six  weeks,  the  bone 
generally  adopted  respecting  the  treatment  bad  become  so  firm  that  she  could  bear 
of  fractures  slow  of  union  than  that  if  at  the  weight  upon  it,  and  she  left  the  hospital 
expiration  of  the  ordinary  period,  the  union  walking  perfectly  well.  I  could  draw  no 
was  ascertained  to  have  failed,  the  splints  other  conclusion  from  tliis  case  than  that  the 
were  re-applied,  and  the  patient  again  con-  ^^m  union  of  the  fracture  was  mainly  attri- 
fined  to  bed,  with  a  more  strict  enjoinment  butable  to  the  adoption  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  absolute  quietude  of  the  broken  bone,  having  for  their  object  the  free  action  of  the 
and  that  if  after  the  lapse  of  many  more  surrounding  muscles.  Since,  in  this  case, 
weeks  no  advance  towards  the  union  could  the  firmness  of  union  had  not  commenced  at 
be  ascertained,  it  was  pronounced  an  un-  ^be  expiration  of  four  months  from  the  oc- 
united  fracture,  remediable  only  by  sawing  currence  of  the  fracture,  it  alaiost  warrants 
off  the  ends  of  the  bone,  or  by  the  passage  the  conclusion  that  no  period  is  too  late  for 
of  a  seton  between  them,  or  by  some  other  the  commencement  of  that  stage  of  the  re- 
of  the  measures  appropriated  to  this  class  of  P&rative  process  of  fracture  upon  which  the 
cases.  But  we  have  now  learned  by  expe-  firmness  of  its  union  depends, 
rience  that  in  the  event  of  a  fracture  failing  Influence  qf  pressure  upon  the  ununited 
to  unite  within  the  usual  period,  methods  fracture. — The  application  to  the  limb  of  stiff 
are  to  be  adopted  far  more  gentle,  and,  what  leather  splints,  or  other  apparatus  calculated 
is  more  important,  far  more  likely  to  be  to  maintain  firm  pressure  against  the  bone,  is 
successful,  than  any  one  of  the  severer  pro-  undoubtedly  a  most  important  part  of  the 
ceedings  just  indicated.  These  methods  are,  treatment  of  ununited  fractures,  and  the 
exercise  of  the  limb  for  the  advantage  of  the  merit  of  first  establishing  it  belongs  to  Mr. 
action  of  the  muscles  surrounding  the  broken  Amesbury*.     It  should  not  be  the  object  to 

bone,  maintenance  of  firm  pressure  against        *~i»l«^-»,        IZ    ^^"I ^  ,^    ^ ~~, 

the  portions  of  bone,  that  they  may  bf  kept  F,l5SS','voi!"8          '*""  ""*  '^'™"'  " 
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mahitatii  the  fraciared  ends  of  the  bone  in  limb  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  the 

contact,  but  rather  that  the  two  portions  of  injury ;    stiil,  however,  under  certain  dr- 

the  bone  shoold  overlap,  to  allow  of  their  cumstances,  it  is  a  most  valuable  addition  to 

periosteal  surfaces  being  firmly  pressed  to-  onr  plan  for  the  management  of  fractures, 

gether,  for  as  the  tissue  of  periosteum  is  Upon  the  subsidence  of  the  inflammation 

more  readily  disposed  to  the  deposit  of  os-  and  swelling  immediately  consequent  on  a 

aeons  matter  than  the  tissue  of  bone,  ac-  fracture,  the  limb  may  in  general  with  safety 

cordingly  by  the  actual  and  firm  contact  of  be  enclosed  in  such  splints  as  I  have  de- 

the  periosteal  surfaces  the  advantage  is  oh-  scribed,  and  which,  when  properly  applied,^ 

tained  of  a  better  chance  of  the  union  of  the  will  prevent  any  motion  between  the  ends 

fracture,  which  well  compensates   for  the  of  the  bone,  and  with  a  fracture  of  the  fe- 

shortening  of  the  limb  consequent  on  the  mar  as  of  the  tibia,  by  the  application  of 

overlapping  of  the  two  portions  of  the  bone,  these  splints,  the  patient  will  be  enabled  to 

On  the  ute  of  the  Immoveable  Ap-  move  about  on  cmtches,  and  even  bear 
paratue, — ^The  treatment  of  lectures  by  weight  on  the  limb  long  before  the  fracture 
the  immoveable  apparatus,  as  it  is  termed,  is  firmly  united.  In  several  cases  of  frac- 
bas  been  of  late  especially  adopted  by  ture  of  the  tibia  I  have  by  means  of  this 
Dr.  Scutin,  Chief  Surgeon  of  the  Hos-  apparatus  been  enabled  to  discharge  the  pa- 
pital  at  Brussels.  The  object  aimed  at  by  tient  within  little  more  than  a  fortnight  from 
this  treatment  is  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  when,  for 
of  confinement,  by  enclosing  the  limb  in  an  particular  reasons,  it  has  been  an  object  of 
apparatus  sufficiently  strong  to  prevent  the  importance  to  leave  the  hospital  at  this 
separation  of  the  fractured  surfaces,  and  of  early  period,  instead  of  remaining  here  the 
sufficient  lightness  to  allow  the  limb  to  be  usual  time  of  five  or  six  weeks.  Recently 
moved  about  with  ease.  Varieties  of  appa-  there  were  in  the  same  ward  two  cases  of 
ratus  have  been  recommended  for  this  ob-  simple  fracture  of  the  leg,  to  which  this 
ject ;  that  which  I  employ  in  the  hospital  view  of  the  subject  especially  applies ;  they 
txinststs  of  the  splints,  composed  of  layers  of  occurred  in  women  who  were  oppressed  by 
linen,  cemented  together  by  a  mixture  of  anxiety  to  return  home  to  the  care  of  their 
white  of  egg  and  flour,  and  of  the  starched  families ;  one  was  a  fracture  of  the  tibia  and 
roller.  The  excellence  of  th€  splints  thus  fibula,  near  the  ankle-joint ;  and  on  the 
constructed  is,  that  with  the  firmness  of  the  seventeenth  day,  the  limb  being  encased  in 
case  they  form,  they  are  so  exactly  moulded  the  immoveable  apparatus,  she  left  the  hos- 
to  the  inequalities  of  the  limb,  that  when  pital,  bearing  weight  on  it,  and  moving 
confinedi  to  it  by  the  turns  of  the  roller,  not*  about  comfortably  with  the  help  of  crutches ; 
the  least  movement  of  the  limb  within  the  the  other  was  a  fracture  of  the  tibia  alone, 
splints  can  occur ;  and  this  is  obviously  es-  through  its  centre,  and  on  the  nineteenth 
'sential  to  the  quietness  of  the  ends  of  the  day,  with  the  same  apparatus  applied  to  the 
bone.  Curiously  enough  this  turns  out  to  limb,  she  left  the  hospital,  moving  about 
be  the  revival  of  a  practice  adopted  in  by-  without  uneasiness.  In  another  class  of 
gone  times.  Cheselden,  in  his  .Anatomy,  cases  the  greatest  benefit  has  been  derived 
states  '*  that  a  professed  bone-setter  living  from  the  use  of  the  immoveable  apparatus, 
in  Westminster  communicated  to  him  the  I  allude  to  fractures  of  the  thigh  and  leg  in 
following  method  of  treating  fractures  ;  this  aged  persons,  in  whom,  from  their  not  bear- 
way  was,  after  putting  the  limb  in  a  proper  ing  confinement  well,  the  stomach  has  be- 
posture,  to  wrap  it  up  in  rags,  dipped  in  oome  deranged,  with  failure  of  appetite,  and 
whites  of  eggs,  mixed  with  wheat  flour ;  this  obvious  decline  of  the  vital  powers ;  di- 
drying,  grew  stiff,  and  kept  the  limb  in  rectly  these  changes  are  noticed,  the  injured 
good  position ;"  and  in  his  observations  ap-  limb  is  enclo9ed  in  the  immoveable  appa- 
pended  to  Le  Dran's  Surgery,  Cheseldeo  ratus,  whereby  the  patient  is  enabled  at  once 
observes,  **  there  is  no  buidage  equal  to  to  get  up  and  move  about  on  cmtches,  and 
this  for  a  fractured  leg.  I  always  use  it,  the  unfavourable  symptoms  have  imme- 
leaving  that  part  upon  the  tibia  very  thin,  diatdy  diAppeared.  I  feel  certain  that  by 
that  if  it  grows  loose  by  the  abatement  of  adopting  this  line  of  conduct  the  lives  of 
swelling,  1  then  cut  out  a  piece,  and  bind  it  some  old  people  have  been  saved,  who 
closer.  Upon  a  journey,  I  once  set  the  cu-  otherwise  would  have  sunk.  Such  were  the 
bital  bones  of  a  gentleman's  arm  that  was  circumstances  of  the  following  case.  A 
broken,  and  making  use  of  this  bandage,  he  woman,  aged  sixty-four,  was  admitted  with 
the  next  two  days  made  long  journeys  a  comminuted  fracture  of  the  tibia  and 
without  any  inconvenience,  and  at  the  end  fibula.  When  she  had  been  confined  upon 
of  forty  days  took  it  off,  and  was  perfectly  her  back  for  a  week,  the  skin  upon  the  sa- 
well."  crum  became  red  and  painful ;  it  was  evi- 

There  are  objections  to  the  indiscriminate  dent  that  sloughing  of  the  parts  would  here 

use  of  the  immoveable  apparatus,  and  espe-  quickly  ensue  if  pressure  were  continued 

dally  to  its  application  upon  a  fractored  upon  them ;  consequently,  I  had  the  patient 
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placed  on  ker  side,  Imt  the  skin  npdntbe  by  tlie  studied  roIlBr.   JttI 

trochanter  boob  niffered  in  tbd  tame  way ;  the    man  was  urgeA  to 

at  the  same  time,  the  appetite  failed,  and  crutches,  which,  after  a  little  time,  he  ae* 

from  the  rapid  decline  of  the  vital  powers,  it  oomplishe^.    Abowt  once  a  fortnight,  the 

soon  became  erident  Aat  to  confine  the  pa-  leather  splints  were  remored  and  replaced^ 

tient  any  longer  in  bed  wonld  certainly  be  and  with  the  satlsfactioo  of  finding  the  ends 

fiital.  Accordingly,  on  the  tenth  day,  I  had  of  the  bone  gradnsUy  less  moveable ;  but  it 

the  leg  enclosed  in  the  splints  eomposed  of  was  not  nntil  five  months  had  elapsed  thai 

layers  of  linen,  cemented  together  by  the  tiw   nrnting    medtam    had    become    ftrm 

Biztore  of  white-of««gg  and  floor,  thns  ana-  enongh  to  sopport  the  weight  of  the  body ; 

bling  the  woaum  at  once  to  sit  upright  in  this,   however,  it   nltfmatdy  did,  witbotft 

bed,  with  her  Itgs  resting  on  the  floor,  and  yielding,  and  without  pain* 

in  a  fi»w  day*  to  move  abont  on  emtehes* •_ 

The  most  marked  isaproveiaeDt,  in  every  ra» 

spect,  immediately  followed  this  ehange  in  IMPORT  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

the  treatment.     The  hsg,  which  before  the  m  8E€RETION  AND  IN 

application  of  the  immoveable  apparatus  was  IRRITABILITY 

severely  painful,  now  became  perfectly  easy ; 

her  nights  had  been  restless,  bat  she  now  *^"^ 

slept  sonndly ;   appetite  returned,  and  her  lb  Me  Editor  qftke  Medieal  GtuetU* 

Tital  powers  quickly  rallied.    As  the  limb  SiB, 

continued  free  from  pain,  the  splints  were  ^     j^    ^      performance  of  the  whole 

not  removed  for  a  fortnight ;  then  they  were  '^             "^-  j^t  ly*        II.  K  a      u    i*u 

re^ppKed.     At  the  end  of  six  weeks,  the  ?f  cement  function  constitutes  health, 

woniifa  left  the  hospital  witii  the  bones  in  it  naust  be  some  failure  in  this  process 

good   position,    and   the  fractures  firmly  which  induces  disease.    We  may  cxa^ 

united.    This  wonian  certainly  owed  her  life  mine  every  variety  of  secreUon  with  all 

to  the  help  that  w«i  obtained  in  the  manage-  the  aid  and  appliances  of  modem  che- 

ment  of  her  case  by  the  application  of  the  mistry,  and  detennine  their  cdmposi- 

Immoveable  apparatus  to  her  lag.  tion  with  CTeat  aecnraeyt  and  yet  re- 

The  following  cases  are  ftuther  iUaatra-  mainentijdyi{;noxantofthemysterioiifl 

tions  of  this  treatment  of  firactnres  slow  of  Bgency  by  which  sueh  wonders  are  ef> 

vnion.  fected;   therefore,  although  we  may 

A  man,  aged  46,  was  admitted  with  a  very  know  precisely  in  what  health  consists, 

oblique  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  fibuU  a  -^g  shall  never  be  ahle  to  comprehend 

httle  above  their  centre.    After  strict  con-  why  it  fails  until  we  have  discovered 


Jilace.    Hie  leg  was  then  firmly  encased  in  -egard  to  whether  one  department 

feather  spHnuTfixed  by  strip,  of  adhesive  ^e  wcement  process  is  more  imme- 

pkster,  imd  surrounded  by  a  Sitarched  roUer,  f  »^ly  important  to  Me  than  another, 

and  he  was  desiied  to   move  about   on  ^f  wmply,  what  is  it  that  mamteina 

cmtches.    When  this  plan  had  been  in  ope-  health,  or  hfe?      (I    consider  these 

ration  about  a  month,  I  examined  the  limb,  terms  as  hemff  in  one  sense  nearly 

and  found  the  fracture  in  progress  of  union.  Synonymous ;  because  life  becomes  lan- 

At  the  end  of  another  fortnight  he  could  guid,  or  oeases  altogether,  in  prraor* 

bear  weight  on  the  limb ;  soon  after  whidi  tion  to  the  failure  of  one  or  more  of  the 

he  left  the  hoapital  with  his  leg  perfectly  several  parts  of  the  secernent  process.) 

finn.  Formerly  the  term  secernent  function 

A  man,  aged  66,  was  admitted  with  a  free*  embraced  only  the  more  ohvious  pro* 

tore  of  the  femur  about  its  centre,  from  a  ^ucts  resulting  from  the  circulation  of 

faU  mto  a  saw-pir.    The  limb  was  stnctfy  the  Wood ;  such  as  the  growth  of  parts, 

confined  for  nx  weeks  in  Uie  straight  po-  ^nd  of  the  nails  and  hair,  the  deposi- 

sition,  with  the  long  »plj?t  apphcd  to  ito  ^j^^  ^f  ^^   formation  of  hile,  svnSvia, 

outer  side,  and  through  this  period  the  hmb  a^^     t^^^.   '*  i.^^  „^^^  •  ^^-^  •^*<»«;iJ3 

had  not  been  once  disturi,^;  but  on  re-  *^-  but  of  late  years  a  more  extended 

moving  the  splint  theie  was  not  the  sUghtest  meaning  has  been  attached  to  it,  and 

union  of  the  fracture.    The  timb  was  then  it  is  now  understood  as  comprehending 

treated  in  the  aame  way  for  another  month,  «very  thing  eliminated  from  the  blood 

at  the  expiration  of  which,  the  ends  of  the  ^  ^t  passes  through  the  camllanes 

bone  were  found  to  be  still  freely  moveable,  whether  of  the  general  or  pulmonary 

The  thigh  was  then  enossed  in  leathern  circnlaiion ;  so  tlut  now,  besides  what 

splints,  bound  veiy  firmly  to  it  by  strips  of  have  just  been  enumerated,  the  expres- 

adhesive  plaster,  and  the  whole  surrounded  sion  includes  the  process  by  which  the 
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blood  is  changed  from  black  to  red,  life ;  thus  we  find  that  a  section  of  the 
itnd  from  red  to  black,  the  evolution  of  nerves  or  brain  is  no  less  surely  fol- 
caloric,  and  that  constant  interstitial  lowed  by  partial  or  total  death,  than  a 
change  of  the  elementary  molecules  in  corresponding  injury  to  the  blood* 
every  part,  bone,  sinew,  muscle,  and  vessels  or  heart ;  while  it  is  urged  ef- 
parenchyma  of  every  description,  fectively  against  the  idea  of  the  inhe^ 
whereby  every  structure,  hard  or  soft,  rent  and  independent  irritability  of  the 
unyieldm^  or  elastic,  is  maintained  in  heart,  that  (regard  being  had  to  the 
that  ocmdition  which  is  expressed  by  state  of  our  knowledge,  or  rather  igno- 
the  word  healthjr.  A  failure  in  any  rance,of  thenervoosfiyinetion,  thesab* 
department  of  this  function  will  induce  tile  and  mjrsterions  nature  of  the  ner- 
a  load  disease ;  and  it  might  be  consi*  vous  influence,  and  how  it  may  be  con- 
dered  that  the  most  simnle  and  easy  veyed  and  distribnted  to  the  muscular 
plan  of  proceeding  would  be  to  take  fibre)  it  is  quite  impossible,  in  cutting 
the  exammatioii  separately  of  the  mode  out  the  heart  from  its  connection  with 
in  which  each  part  is  affected  first,  and  the  body,  to  say  that  it  can  thus  be 
ftfterwaids  to  contemplate  the  whole  separated  from  its  nervous  infiuence. 
under  similar  circumstaooes.  fint,  in  Thus  there  are  two  opinions  on  this 
truth,  a  failure  in  one  part  so  affects  most  important  question  so  much  in 
not  only  others,  bnt  the  whole,  accord-  opposition,  that  one  of  them  must  be 
Wto  the  degree  of  its  affection  and  its  wrong;  the  former  is  that  which  ap- 
•ubservience  to  life,  that  that  which  is  pears  to  be  most  in  favour  with  the 
at  first  simple  becomes  in  its  piwress  systematic  writers  of  the  present  day  i 
excessively  complicated ;  it  is,  there-  to  such  an  extent,  indeed,  that  I  do  not 
fore,  practically  more  simple,  to  regard  think  Dr.  Alison  exaggerates,  when, 
the  failoce  of  the  secernent  function  as  in  introducing  a  notice  of  some  experi- 
m whole,  and  a  ctearerand more  eon-  ments  performed  a  few  years  ago  by 
cise  idea  of  disease  will  be  obtained.  Dr.  J.  Reid  to  the  British  Association, 
The  obvious  part  whieh  the  circula-  he  says,  «  Although  physiologists  are 
tion  of  the  blood  plavs  in  carrying  the  still  divided  in  opmion  as  to  the  ^ues* 
pabulum  fW>m  which  all  the  various  tion  whether  nerves  furnish  a  condition 
products  of  the  secernent  fimction  are  necessary  to  the  irritation  of  muscles, 
eliminated  in  the  different  tissues  and  (that  is,  whether  every  stimulus  which 
organs  to  which  it  is  distribnted,  has  excites  a  muscle  to  contraction,  acts  on 
caused  the  heart  and  blood-vessels  to  be  it  through  the  intervention  of  nervous 
Tegfrded  as  the  mtem  on  which  the  filaments),  they  have  now  very  gene- 
maintenance  of  life  more  especially  de-  rally  abandoned  the  once  prevalent 
Sends.  It  was  easy  to  show  that  the  theory,  that  the  irritability  or  muscles 
eath  of  a  part  was  as  surely  effected  is  derived  from  the  brain  or  spinal 
by  cutting  off  its  supplv  of  blood,  as  cord."  It  seems  to  me,  that  the  great 
the  death  of  the  whole  bodv  was  pro-  fact,  which  has  above  all  otheirs  ppe- 
dttced  by  drainins  cNff  the  whole  quan-  rated  in  turning  the  current  of  public 
tity  of  blood  i  and  these  circumstances,  opinion  in  this  direction,  is  the  circump 
considered  in  connection  with  the  fact  stance  of  infants  being  bom  alive  with- 
that  the  hesjt  may  be  seen  contracting  out  any  brain,  but  perfect  in  every 
after  it  has  been  taken  out  of  tiie  chest  other  respect  This  £sct  has  been 
end  placed  in  warm  water,  or  even  on  eagerly  seized  upon  by  the  disciples  of 
a  table,  have  been  held  sufficient  by  Haller,  as  affor£nff  the  exact  evidence 
many  physiologists  to  prove,  tliat  the  requisite  to  place  tneir  doctrine  beyond 
sanguiftrous  system  is  capable  of  the  reach  of  any  farther  cavil.  Thev 
maintaining  the  circulation  of  the  aigue,  that  if  a  foetus  can  grow  to  full 
blood,  and  consequently  the  life,  in  size,  and  be  bom  alive,  and  move 
virtue  of  its  own  inherent  power  or  ir-  without  a  brain,  there  can  be  no  longer 
ritability.  any  doubt  about  this  organ  being  non- 
Although  there  appears  to  be  much  essential  to  life,  and  therefore  as  litUe 
in  the  drcmnstances  just  mentioned  to  concerned  with  the  secernent  function 
support  this  opinion,  there  are  many  as  in  supplying^  any  condition  neces* 
striking  phenomena  referrible  to  the  sary  to  we  action  of  muscles.  The 
nervous  system,  which  discover  in  it  birth  of  these  brainless  creatures  may 
an  influence  at  least  eaual  to  that  of  be  regarded  as  experiments  of  nature's 
the  sanguiferous  system  m  maintaining  own  peribrmanee,  of  the- most  uoex- 
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ceptionable  kind,  uncomplicated  with  a  living  animal,  and  which  dies  simply 
pain,  or  loss  of  blood,  or  shock  to  the  because  it  has  no  capability  of  support- 
general  system,  and  therefore  entitled  in^  an  independent  existence.  I  coo- 
to  higher  consideration  than  any  in  sider  the  evidence  afforded  by  these 
which  the  knife  is  employed,  ft  is  experiments  of  nature's  own  making 
very  remarkable,  that  tne  attention  of  so  conclusive  against  the  doatrines  of 
physiologists  has  been  exclusively  irritability,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to 
fixed  upon  the  fact  of  these  creatures  bring  any  formal  objections  against 
being  bom  alive,  while  the  fact  of  their  those  of  Dr.  J.  Reid.  It  is  useless  to 
deatn,  which  invariably  soon  follows,  keep  up  a  warfare  with  pistols,  when 
has  been  passed  over  as  scarcely  worthy  the  citadel  is  not  onl^'  taken,  but  the 
of  notice }  but  it  is  evidently  most  un*  cannon  turned  against  its  former 
fair  to  lay  all  the  stress  on  one  half  of  masters. 

an  experiment,  and  to  slur  over  the  It  is  very  certain  that  many  of  the 

other  half  in  silence,  where  every  ]part  most   respectable   of   modern  writers 

is  equally  profitable  for  information,  have  ranged   themselves  among   the 

An   acephalous  fcetus  may  certainly  disciples  of  Haller }  but  I  thipk  a  suf- 

come  into  the  world  alive,  but  we  find  ficient  reason  may  be  found  to  account 

that  it  begins  to  die  as  soon  as  it  is  for  this,  without  taking  it  for  granted 

Lorn.    The  death,  therefore,  is  as  much  that  the  weight  of  evidence  must  ne^ 

to  be  considered  as  the  birth ;  the  ex-  cessarily  rest  with  the  greatest  number 

periment   not   being    complete   until  of  witnesses.    Those  wno  have  adopted 

death  has  taken  place.     It  does  not  the  opinion  that  life  is  maintained  by 

require  any  great  depth  of  physiologi-  the  agency  of  the  nervous  system,  have 

cal  knowledge  to  enable  us  to  arrive  at  laboured  under  the  great  disadvantage 

a  just  estimate  of  extent  of  informa-  of  not  being  able  to  give  such  an  ex- 

tion  which  such  malformations  afford ;  planation   of  its   modus  operandi  as 

a  little  common  sense  is  all  that  is  ne-  might  suffice  to  found  a  system  upon : 

cessary  to  a  right  understanding  of  the  they  have  not  been  able  to  say  what 

question.    Connection  with  the  parent  nervous  influence  is,  or  how  it  may  be 

is  all-sufficient  to  maintain  the  life  and  applied,  or  any  thing  about  it ;  hence 

growth  of  a  foetus ;  but  this  connection  their  doctrines  have  nad  a  certain  air 

cannot  last  for  ever ;  the  time  for  se-  of  mystification  and  uncertain^  not  at 

paration  must  come,  and  it  will  then  all  calculated  to  suit  those  wno  have 

require  to  be  furnished  with  the  means  wanted  to  write  books.    On  the  other 

of  maintaining  for  itself  an  indepen-  hand,  their  opponents,  if  in  error,  have 

dent  existence,  to  compensate  for  what  at  any  rate  had  the  advantage  of  beine 

it  will  lose  when  its  life  can  be  no  able  to  form,  a  clear  and  connected 

longer  derived  from  its  original  source;  theory  to  countenance  their  practice, 

if  it  be  not  so  provided,  it  must  inevi*  They  have  found  in  the  endowment  of 

tably  die.     The  real  question,  there-  the  muscular  fibre  of  the  heart  with 

fore,    is   not  whether  an  acephalous  irritability  an  ultimate  fact,  as  a  foun- 

foetus  can  live  and  grow  in  utero,  but  dation  to  commence  with.    This  point 

whether  it  can  live  after  it  has  been  being  gained,  they  have  been  able  to 

bom  ;  and  when  we  see  that  infants  of  attribute  muscularity  and  irritability  to 

this  kind  invariably  begin  to  die  the  the  blood-vessels,  and  to  find,  in  expe* 

moment  their  connection  with   their  riments  which,  under  favourable  cir* 

mothers  is  intermpted,  bearing  in  mind  cumstances,  show  that  a  gradual  con- 

the  fatal  consequences  of  any  serious  striction  and  as  gradual  a  relaxation, 

lesion  of  the  nervous  system,  and  the  rather  of  the  tissues  which  contain  the 

extent  to  which  all  the  vital  functions  capillaries  than  of  the  capillaries  them- 

are  affected  by  circumstances  and  events  selves,  occupying  altogether  as  much 

which  act  on  the  brain  through  the  as  six  or  seven  nunntes,  and  which  may 

mind,  I  think  there  can  be  no  other  sometimes  be  repeated  as  many  as  nine 

conclusion  than  that  the  nervous  sys-  times  in  an  hour,  evidence  of  their  be- 

tem  maintains  the  life  and  growth,  and  ing  able  to  act  several  thousand  times 

consequently  the   health,    and  every  in  every  hour.    This  second  difficulty 

manifestation  of  life.     According  to  being   thus   surmounted,    they   have 

this  view,  an  acephalous  foetus  is  in  founa  no    trouble  in  imagining  each 

very  much  the  same  situation  as  any  vessel  to  be  endowed  also  with  the 

other  part  which  might  be  cut  off  from  knowledge  how  to  make  use   of  its 
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powet  for  the  common  weal  of  the  experience  hais  borne  out,  or  modified, 

bodv,  and  to  meet  any  emergency  that  his  former  impressions  ;  and  if  he  de- 

migiit  arise.    It  appears  to  me  that  it  tect  any  material  alteration  in  his  mode 

is  this  facility  of  explaining  the  various  of  yiewing  disease,  more  particularly 

phenomena  of  health  and  disease  in  a  as  regards  the  practice  he  has  found 

plausible  manner,   rather   than   their  beneficial,  it  is  right  that  he  should 

truth,  has  rendered  the  doctrines  of  take  an  opportunity  to  make  it  known." 

Haller   so   acceptable    to    systematic  In  the  spirit  of  this  remark,  I  have  re- 

writcrs. — I  propose  to  proceed  with  this  cently  perused  an  essay  **  On  the  Symp- 

subject  in  m^  next  letter ;  in  the  mean-  toms   and  Diagnosis  of  Pericarditis," 

time  i  am,  sir,  written  by  myself  nine  years  ago,  and 

Your  obedient  servan',  published  in  the  first  number  of  the 

J.  W.  Earle.  Guy's  Hospital  Reports.  I  find  therein 

Chcltenluiin,  Oct.  1844.  many   forms  of  expression  which  it 

: would  be  well  to  chancre,  and  some 

msi   PFTJTPAPnTTTQ  opiuionswhichmightbeadvantageously 

ON   PERICARDITIS.  modified.    But  considering  the  time  at 

naiBT  oBssavATioNs,  WITH  A  CA6B  RSAD  which  It  was  written,  when   the  au- 

AT  TBB  #iRST  MBBTiNo  OF  THB  SOUTH  thor  was  Comparatively  young  and  in- 

LONDON  MBoiCAL  sociBTT,  cxpcricnced,  and  when  a  familiar  ac- 

Oct.  17th,  1844.  quaintance  with  the  disease  may  be 

said  to  have  been  young  also,  there  is 

Bt  H.  M.  Huohbs,  M.  D.  perhaps  less  to  correct  than  might  have 

AnUtant  Fbysiciaa  to  Guy's  UospitaL  ^een  expected,  and  certainly  less  than 

(^Vw  the  London  Medieai  OageUeJ  I  had  myself  anticipated.  Some  poinU 

^^  requiring  modification  may  be  noticed 

in  the  sequel.  The  distinction,  how- 
It  is  probable  that  in  no  disease  has  ever,  there  made  in  three  classes  of 
there  been  within  the  present  century  cases  of  pericarditis;  viz.  1st,  Those 
so  great  an  advance  in  precision  of  in  which  pus  is  effused  into  the  peri- 
diagnosis,  as  in  Pericarditis.  The  con*  cardium,  and  the  heart  itself  is  in- 
sequent  knowledge  of  the  indications  volved  as  well  as  its  investing  mem- 
of  treatment  may  be  presumed  to  have  brane,  and  in  which  the  symptoms  are 
made  an  equally  rapid  progress.  Forty  those  of  acute  fever,  and  are  principally 
years  ago  it  was  scarcely  known  as  a  referred  to  the  brain ;  2ndly,  Those  in 
common  attendant  upon  rheumatism,  which  the  effusion  is  liquid,  and  large 
and  within  the  last  twenty  years  it  was  in  quantity,  from  an  early  period,  or 
regarded  as  one  of  the  most  obscure  and  from  the  commencement  or  the  attack  ; 
difficult  of  detection  in  the  entire  cata-  and  3d]y,  Those  in  which  the  effusion  is 
logue  of  diseases.  Its  diagnosis  now  primarily  and  principally  plastic,  I  still 
generally  presents  no  greater  difl&cuity  regard  as  a  natural,  and  therefore  a 
than  that  of  pleurisy.  The  increased  legitimate  distinction.  Cases  of  the 
precision  which  now  exists  has  had  its  first  order  are  comnaratively  rare ; 
origin  almost  entirely  in  the  employ-  those  of  the  second  ao  not  occur  fre- 
ment  of  auscultation  and  percussion,  quently  ;  while  those  of  the  third  order 
conjoined  with  the  study  of  morbid  are  very  common.  The  time  which  I 
anatomy ;  yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  al-  may  consider  as  fairly  allotted  to  me 
most  all  the  discoveries  in  reference  to  on  the  present  occasion  will  not  allow 
the  physical  indications  of  this  com-  of  the  perusal  of  an  extended  essay, 
plaint,  have  been  made  since  the  pub-  I  trust,  therefore,  I  shall  be  excused 
lication  of  the  original  work  of  Laen-  for  expressins^  myself  with  a  brevity 
nee,  and  that  most  of  them  have  be-  which  will  sJmost  necessarily  give  to 
come  known,  or  generally  established,  my  statements  somewhat  of  a  dogma- 
since  his  death.    It  has  been  said  by  tical  character. 

one  whom  all  who  know  respect,  that  The  exciting  causes  of  idiopathic  pe- 
**  It  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  the  phy-  ricarditis  may  be  considered  similar  to 
sician,  who  has  ventured  at  any  time  those  giving  rise  to  inflammation  in 
to  lay  before  the  profession  his  ideas  of  other  serous  membranes —as  cold,  ex- 
disease,  and  its  treatment,  to  review  ternalviolence,  the  presence  of  tubercles, 
from  time  to  time  his  published  opinions,  extension  of  disease  from  contiguous 
that  he  may  see  how  far  sul^sequent  structures,  &c.  &c.     The  most  com- 
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mon  cauae  of  mrieavdiiifi,  howerer,  is  thoagh  when  the  remedjr  sets  violently, 
undoabtedl^  the  state  of  the  system,  and  depiesses  greatly  tne  power  of  tfie 
or  eiicnlating  flaid,  which  exists  in  patient,  it  is  possible,  that,  like  rene- 
rfacwnatisni.  It  has  been  supposed  by  section,  by  causing  the  complaint  to 
some,  that  in  rheumatic  pericarditis  a  shift  its  seat  witnout  removing  its 
true  metastasis  occurs.  If  by  this  it  is  cause,  it  may,  in  persons  predisposed, 
intendedthat  upon  the  supervention  of  rather  favour  the  occurrence  of  the 
inflammation  in  the  pencardium,  the  internal  complaint, 
rheumatism  of  the  joints  altogether,  Pericarditis  may  appear  during  every 
and  universally  ceases,  and  that  the  stage  and  in  every  form  of  rheuma- 
latter  re-appears  upon  the  cessation  of  tism.  It  more  commonly,  however,  oo- 
the  former,  the  opinion  is  certainly  in-  curs  during  the  first  ten,  or  perhaps 
correct ;  as  it  often  happens  that  the  six  days  orits  course,  and  in  the  acute 
joints  continue  to  be  severely  affected  orsub^uteform  of  the  disease.  It  is 
during  the  progress  of  the  internal  also,  I  believe,  more  frequent  when  the 
inflammation.  It  is  nevertheless  noh  original  affection  is  constantly  chang- 
doobtediy  true  that  the  intensity  of  the  ing  its  seat,  attacking  this  joint  to-day, 
external  disease  is  sometimes  conside-  and  that  joint,  or  set  of  joints,  to-mot^ 
rably  diminished  upon  the  superven-  row.  It  is  certainly  much  more  com- 
tion  of  the  more  severe  internal  afiec-  mon  in  children  than  in  adults,  and,  as 
tion.  It  has  been  supposed  also,  that  a  general  rule,  I  believe  it  may  be 
the  employment  of  venesection  in  acute  stated  that  the  younger  the  subject  adf- 
Thenmatism  contributes  to  the  produc-  fected  with  rheumatism,  the  more 
tion  of  pericarditis.  There  may  be  liable  is  he  to  inflammation  about  the 
voine  truth  in  this  opinion.  It  is  cer-  heart ;  and  conversely,  that  the  older 
tainljr,  to  say  the  least,  a  remarkable  the  patient  is,  the  more  likely  is  he, 
coincidence,  that  when  M.  Bouillaud  supposing  him  to  have  been  previously 
commenced  the  practice  of  repeated  free  from  cardiac  disease,  to  escape  this 
h\tedingi(**hiusaiffn4escoupsHrc€mj/*)  important  complication.  When  fiat 
iar  the  cure  of  rheumatism,  he  then,  attacked  with  pericarditis,  -tfie 'patient 
and  not  till  then,  discovered  (yens  flften  sdoIbbs  ao  complaint  in  audition 
after  the  fact  was  generally  known  in  to  those  which  had  been  before  no- 
England,)  that  the  disease  was  very  ticed,  but  the  observant  practitioner 
frequently,  or  he  says  himself  almost  ai-  generally  at  once  sees  that  ne  is  not  so 
ways,  accompanied  with  some  affection  well,  and  that  there  is  increased  mis- 
of  the  heart.  It  is  indeed  possible,  chief  somewhere.  He  remarks  that 
that  by  his  frequent  venesection,  IL  the  aspect  is  altered ;  the  position  of 
Bouillaud  may  have  contributed  to  the  the  body  more  constrained  ;  that  ih€ 
production  of  anemic  murmurs,  which  pulse  has  changed  in  character,  and 
may  have  been  sometimes  rewded  as  nas  become  less  tense,  and  more  firm- 
an indication  of  theprnenceof  endocar*  quent ;  that  the  skin,  if  not  dqr,  is  less 
ditis ;  but  it  is  also  possible  that  the  same  profusely  covered  with  perspiration ;  and 
cause  may  have  contributed  to  the  pro-  upon  inquirv,  but  often  only  upon  in- 
duction of  disease  in  the  heart,  or  its  in-  quiry,  he  finds  that  his  patient  has  a  sense 
vesting  membrane.  On  the  other  hand,  of  opipression,  or  aduU  neavy  pain,  at  the 
many  yean  ago  I  was  in  the  habit  of  scrobiculus  cordis.  His  attention  be- 
seeing  a  good  deal  of  the  practice  of  ing  now  directed  to  the  heart,  he 
an  experienced  physician,whose  almost  ascertains  that  tenderness  exists  upon 
universal  habit  It  was  to  prescribe  vene-  pressure  in  the  epigastrium,  or  in  the 
section  in  acute  rheumatism,  yet  I  cer-  intercostal  spaces  over  the  heart ;  that 
tainly  do  not  remember  to  have  ob-  the  diaphrafifm  is  very  slightly  de- 
served that  his  patients  were  more  fre-  pressed  in  the  act  of  inspiration,  and 
cniendy  attacked  with  pericarditis  than  that  the  respiration  is  therefbre  nearly 
those  of  his  colleagues,  who  treated  entirely  thoracic*  Upon  applying  the 
diflerently  the  patienU  submitted  to  ear,  or  stethoscope,  to  the  chest, 
their  care.  It  has  been  lately  asserted  nothing  abnormal  may  be  at  first  dis- 
that  pericarditis  in  rheumatism  is  covered;  but,  if  not  at  that  time,  on  the 
causea  bv  the  administration  of  colchi-  next  day,  there  will  be  heard  a  super- 
eum,  and,  that  it  rarely,  if  ever,  occurs  ficial  rubbing  noise  in  some  portion  of 
when  that  medicine  has  not  been  em-  the  pnecordial  region,  and  very  fre- 
ployed.    This  is  certainly  a  mistake }  quentiy,  together  with  this,  a  bellov^ni 
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mmnir  in  the  aitiiRlioii  of  tfaoBorde  aomot  be  heard,  and  abovB'  whkh 
valvei.  Such,  then,  necominbnlythe  it  is  itill  sndible.  It  aowrfinm 
ipffieatioiw  of  the  exiiteoee  of  pericar-  Impprim,  after-eome  dalacaiOD  penme- 
^tis :  A  pinched  or  anxioiM 'Oemite-  eiDnfaBaalread7a|ipeamdythat.-ttiefttb« 
nance,  approaching  to  the  "riaat  aar-  hingaoiBe.  which  ao  long  aa  tiie{wlient 
donicaa;"  a  constrained  poeiti en  of  the  lies  quietly  on  hia  back  cannot  be 
body,  with  great  disinclination  to  nx»ve  heard,  in  consequence  of  the  intervcn* 
itf  apulse  varying  from  96  to  120,  leea  ing  serona  efinsion,  may  be  re-pro- 
tense  and  thnlling  than  that  of  un-  duced  by  altering  the  position  of  the 
complicated  acute  rheumatism,  but  of  body— *as  turning  upon  the  side,  or  sit* 
▼ariable  character;  the  skin  less  in-  tin^  np  in  bed,  by  which  the  serona 
clined  to  profuse  perspiration ;  the  re-  fluid  gravitates  from  between  the  op- 
spiration  effected  by  the  elevation  of  posingsurfeceaof  a  portion  of  the  peri- 
tne  ribs,  without  descent  of  the  dia-  eardium,  and  thus  allows  of  their  com- 
phragm,  (a  condition  exactly  opposite  ing  in  contact,  and  of  their  attrition* 
to  what  occurs  in  common  pleurisy,  I  have  also  observed,  after  the  rubbing 
but  similar  to  what  happens  in  that  noise  has  temporarily  ceaaed,  in  conse- 
disease,  and  in  peritonitis,  when  aflfeding  ouence  of  a  small  amount  of  serous  ef« 
the  diaphrann,)  oppression  or  pain  at  nadon,  if  the  patient  is  young,  and  the 
the  base  of  tne  sternum,  and  frequently  ribs  therefore  freely  flexible,  that  even 
tenderness  upon  pressure  of  the  pr9-  while  he  is  lyine  upon  his  back,  the 
cordial  region*.        '^  mbbine  noise,  ifimlcn  is  inaudible  un- 

As  the  disease  advances,  andtheeffu-  derorcQnary  pressure,  may  sometimea 
aion  is  therefore  more  extensive,  the  be  reproduced  by  pressing  the  stethos- 
mbbing  noise  becomes  more  distinct  cope,  or  ear,  more  firmly  than  usual 
and  generally  doused;  the  other  symp-  upon  the  pneoordial  region.  This 
toms  continue,  or  increase  in  violence,  arises  from  the  local  pressure  sqneesing 
If  the  patient  is  early  seen,  and  is  of   out  the  fluid  intervening  between  those 

Sood  constitution,  the  disease  is  spec-  portions  of  the  pericardium  to  which 
ily  recognised,  and,  actively  treiUed,  the  stethoscope  is  applied,  and  thereby 
the  rubbing  noise  ceases  almost  as  sud-  causing  the  two  roughened  surfaces 
denly  as  it  appeared  ;  no  appreeiable  again  to  rub  against  each  other.  The 
dulness  on  percussion  will  be  dis^  rubbing  noise  at  length  disappears 
covered,  and  theother symptoms  rapidly  altogether,  and  at  or  about  the  same 
vanish.  If,  on  the  contrai^,  the  pa-  time  the  natural  dulness  of  the  pr»* 
tient  is  of  an  unhealthy  habit  of  bodyi  cordial  reg[ion  is  increased  both  in  ex- 
scrofulous,  or  phthisical,  or  depressed  tent  and  in  degree:  the  patient  be-* 
in  power,  is  not  seen  soon  after  the  ac-  comes  more  distressed,  the  countenance 
cession  of  the  complaint,  or  is  not  more  anxious,  the  breathing  more  hur-i 
treated  efficiently,  the  rubbing  may  ricd,  the  pulse  more  rapid  and  feeble, 
also  suddenly  disappear;  but  from  an  sometimes  flotterinr  ana  irregular;  the 
entirely  different  cause ;  serum,  or  sero-  natural  sounds  of  the  heart  are  but  fee- 
purulent  fluid  is  effused,  andbeiuR  in-  bly  heard,  and  no  morbid  sounds  are 
terposed  between  the  two  layers  of  the  audible;  the  action  of  the  heart  is  tu* 
roughened  pericardium,  interferes  with  multuous,  the  patient  is  unable  to  lie 
their  attrition,  and  consequently  pre-  down,  the  face  becomes  suffused  with 
vents  the  sound  which  is  producea  by  perspiration,  and  the  heat  of  the  ex- 
it. This  cessation  of  the  rubbing  noise  tremities  decreases:  unless  soon  re- 
does not  always  occur  suddenly  all  lieved,  the  patient  dies,  and  after  death 
over  the  precordial  region,  but  some-  a  considerable  amount  of  fluid  efiusion 
times  commences  from  below,  and  is  found  in  the  pericardium.  If,  on 
gradually  progresses  upwards ;  so  that  the  contnurv,  the  medicines  act  fiivour- 
uie  amount  of  fluid  effused  can  be  de-  ably,  and  tne  remedies  employed  pro- 
termined  with  tolerable  accuracy  by  the  duce  their  intended  effect,  the  expres- 
defined  line  below  which  the  rubbing   sion  of  the  countenance  improves;  the 

breathing  becomes  less  hurried,   the 

i;.5d%?S^.'^rSi.'^i.XS??Sj'^  mUemprtfirmandfullandtheruh. 
nifty  occur  n  a  ■ymptom  of  ^cardltiB,  has  bing  noise  U  asain  heard;  first,  at  (he 
nerer,  to  his  knowledge  met  mth  a  eaae  where    upper  part,  and  then  gradually,  as  the 

JSnSSi.Si.T.SJ'Jir 'h.^S2^„  ?r  ISSS^  «»M  hecomesal^orbe^  over  the  whole 
pic  iigni^  that  he  did  hotandiaeqviBy  coi^MMd.    of  the  prsecordial  region.    At  the  same 
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lime,  but  by  no  means  with  equal  ra-  carditis,  as  when  I  wrote  the  essay  to 

pidity,  the  dulness  on  percussion  dimi-  which  I  have  referred,  yet  continued 

nishes.    It  generally  happens  that  after  observation  leads  me  to  suppose  that  it 

a  few   days  the  rubbing  again  par-  is  very  frequently  present,  and  that  even 

tially  or  entirely  disappears,  m  conse-  when  not  detected,  it  is  often  for  a 

quence  either  of  the  adhesion  of  the  time  only  obscured  by  the  more  noisy 

pericardium,  or  of  the  complete   re-  and  superficial  rubbing  noise,  produced 

moval  of  the  inflammatory  effusion,  by  the  attrition  of  the  roughened  pe- 

In  a  short  time  the  patient  regains  his  ricardium,  and  therefore  that  it  does 

strength,  and  feels  and  represents  him-  not  become  audible  till  that  rubbing 

self  well.   He  is,  however,  too  often  left  disappears.     I    am    also    deeply  im- 

with  a  damaged  heart  from  some  pro-  pressed   with   the   conviction   thai    it 

ductof  disease  remaining  behind,  either  arises  from    inflammatory  thickening 

internally  or  externally,  and  sometimes  of  the  sigmoid,  or  other  valves,  and 

both.      It  sometimes  happens,  on  the  that,    frequent    as  is  the   occurrence 

contrary,   and  particularly  when  the  of  pericarditis  in  rheumatism,  the  in- 

disease  has  been  of  long  continuance,  flammatory  thickening  of  the  valves 

and  has  existed  for  a  considerable  pe-  (the  so-called  endocarditis  of  some  au- 

riod  in  a  chronic  form,  that  though  the  thors,)  is  a  much  more  frequent,  and 

fluid  be  absorbed,  the  two  surfaces  of  prospectively   a    much    more   serious 

the  serous  membrane  do  not  adhere,  in  complication  of  that  complaint.    With 

consequence  of  a  dense  coating  of  or-  a  thickened  or  adherent  pericardium, 

ganised  solid   matter  of  varving  and  it  appears  probable  at  least  that  a  per- 

variable  density,  which  itself  becomes  son  may   continue  to  live   for  many 

a  secreting  surface.    Under  such  cir-  years    without   much    inconvenience, 

cumstances,    the   individual    has    for  With  thickened  valves,  and  consequent 

months  or  years,  or  sometimes  during  obstruction  in  the  cardiac  orifices,  far- 

the  whole  of  his  remaining  life,  a  harsh  ther  morbid  changes  almost  necess:i- 

rubbing,   firating,   or    scraping  noise,  rily  commence  at  once.      As  it  is  a 

over  the  w*iiole  or  a  portion  of  the  pree-  more   frequent,   and  prospectivelv    a 

cordial  region,  which  is  frequently  so  more  important  complication  of  rheu- 

loud  as  to  be  distinctly  heard  by  per-  matism,  i  believe  that  the  internal  af- 

sons  standing  near  the  patient,  with-  fection,  in    consequence    of    its    less 

out  applying  the  ear  to  tne  chest,  and  prominent  symptoms,  is  also  much  more 

to  be  audible  by  the  patient  himself.  liable  to  be  overlooked.    Itisnotgene- 

Ifhebe  again  attacked  with  pericar-  rally,  however,  I  believe,  strictly  speak* 

ditis,  fresh  eflfosion  may  occur,  and  the  ing,  true  endocarditis,   or   inflamma- 

two  surfaces  thereby  become  perma-  tion  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the 

nently  adherent.  heart,  but  disease  of  the  tissue  behind 

The  rubbing  noise  ("  frottement")  the  lining  membrane,  which  it  often 

of  pericarditis  has   been  stated  gra-  leaves  as  smooth  and  as  polished  as 

dually    to    merge    into    the   bellows  before  the  attack,  although  the  valves 

murmur,    **  bruit    de  soufflet,"    and  themselves  may  be  opaque,  thick,  and 

the  late  amiable  and   lamented   Dr.  rigid.    True  endocarditis  gives  rise  to 

Hope  supposed  that  the  latter,  when  vegetations  or   plastic  effusion   upon 

occurring   in    pericarditis,    might  be  the  lining  membrane:  this  affection 

caused  by  the  rapid  propulsion  of  the  generally  produces  a  deposit  below  the 

blood  through  the  aortic  opening.  The  membrane. 

former  opinion  I  deem  a  mista&e,  the        The  affection  I  have  briefly  referred 

latter  a  dangerous  error.*     I  do  not  in-  to  in  the  preceding  pages  is  pericar- 

deed  now  believe  that  the  bellows  mur-  ditis,  primarily  accompanied  with  plas- 

mur  is  so  constant  or  almost  univer-  tic  efllusion,  as  in  a  great  majority  of 

sal  an  attendant  upon  rheumatic  peri-  cases   it   occurs  in   connection   with 

rheumatism.     When  arising  indepen- 

•  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  been  in-  dently  of  this  disease,  the  inflammation 

fonned  by  Dr.  Miuik^  that  thoueb  the  late  Dr.  of  the  pericardium  is  more  frequently 

S?fl.^''.^.°'rk'  r 'rriKC^o^.'io'i  accon,pBT.ied  in  an  early  stage  witt 

to  change  his  views  upon  the  subiect  before  his  fluid  efliision.      Then,   of  course,  the 

death,  and  belicve<l  that  the  bellowa  munnar  signs  aflforded  by  the  attrition  of  the 

iS.ffa'";  inSmCr.?'*.h!5cLWi?^e  ""K^ri  ™*"»»»rane  will  be  absent, 

valves.  Liquid  eOusion  exists  more  especially 
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when  the  diseaBe  occurs  in  scrofulouB    always  to  treat  such  patients  as  if  re- 
subjects,  or  in  persons  worn  down  by    cent  disease  actually  existed, 
other  chronic  disorders,  or   when  it        Mercury,  together  with  the  vigorous 
takes  place  in  the  last  few  days  of  life,    employment   of  local  bleeding;,    and 

So  common  is  one  or  other,  or  both,  counter-irritation,  may  be  considered  as 
of  the  affections  to  which  I  have  re-  the  great  remedy  in  pericarditis.  It 
ferred  as  complications  of  rheumatism,  has  been  indeed  stated  by  a  deservedly 
especially  in  young  subjects,  and,  high  authority,  that  in  salivation  alone 
though  little  regarded  at  the  time  of  is  safety ;  in  other  words,  that  unless 
the  attack,  so  serious  are  the  conse-  the  patient  can  be  brought  under  the 
quences  to  the  sufferer  in  after  life,  constitutional  effect  of  mercury,  the  dis- 
that  I  conceive  a  practitioner,  while  ease,  when  accompanied  with  fluid  ef- 
attending  a  patient  with  acute  rheuma-  fusion,  will  prove  fatal.  It  has  been 
tism,  should  at  every  visit  examine  also  supposed  by  some,  that  adhesion 
the  heart,  by  placing  the  ear  or  ste«  of  the  pericardium  is  almost  the  ne- 
thoscope  on  the  precordial  region,  cessary  attendant  of  recovery  from  an 
that  he  may  discover  and  repulse  the  attack  of  acute  pericarditis.  As  a  rule, 
dangerous  and  insidious  enemy  on  its  the  truth  of  both  these  propositions 
first  appearance.  may  be  conceded.    They  are,  however, 

In  reference  to  diagnosis,  the  only    I  think  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  liable 
affections  with  which  pericarditis,  when    to  exceptions,  as  persons  do  occasion- 
occurring  under  the  inspection  of  an    ally  recover  who  have  been  known  to 
observant    and    well-informed    prac-    labour  under  acute  pericarditis,    but 
titioner,'  is  likelv  to  be    confounded,    who  have  presented  no  other  evidence 
are  pleurisy  in  that  portion  of  the  se-    of  the  constitutional  effects  of  mercury 
rous  membrane  which  lies  over  the    than   the  subsidence  of  the  disease; 
heart,  and  old  pericardial  disease.   The    and  numerous  instances  occur  in  which 
dia^osis    between    the   former  com-    patients  recover,  in  whom  the  disease 
plaint  and  pericarditis   is  indeed   an    has  not  been  recognised,  and  has  con- 
affair  of  extreme  nicety.      In  both  a    sequently  not  been  submitted  to  any 
rubbine  noise  may  exist  synchronously    treatment.    It  must  also,  I  think,  be 
with  the  systole  and  diastole  of  the    conceded  that  after  an  attack  of  peri- 
heart,  and  if  the  pleurisy  extends,  as    carditis  with  effusion,  a  patient  may 
it  often  does,  to  the  phrenic  portion  of   regain  a  tolerable  state  of  nealth  with- 
the  membrane,  in  both  is  the  respira-    out  adherence  of  the  membrane ;  that 
tion  thoracic,  and  the    countenance,    in  fact  the  effusion  may  be  absorbed, 
the  breathing,  the  pulse,  may  be  simi-    and  the  pericardium    restored  to  its 
larinboth.     Under  such  circumstances    natural  condition  ;   unless,  indeed,  an 
I  know  of  no  distinction  between  the    adherent  pericardium  may   exist  for 
symptoms   and  physical  signs  of  the    years   without  causing    the    slightest 
two  complaints,  excepting  tnat  it  may    distress  to  its  possessor.   It  is,  however, 
be   generally    observed,    that  in    the    certain  that  such  cases  are  very  rare, 
pleuritic   complaint  the  rubbing  be-    and  that  their  very  existence  muy  still  * 
comes  obviousiv  louder  during  the  act    be  doubted.     I  possess  copious  notes  of 
of  inspiration,  by  which  the  roughened    a  case  which  1  attended  in  the  year 
pleura  is  more  firmly  appressed  against    1837,  as  a  patient  of  the  Surrey  Dis- 
the  heart,  than  during  the  expiration.    i)en8ary.    He  took  two  grains  oi  calo- 
This  may  be  considered  too  trifiing  a    mcl  f  with  opium  and  antimony)  cverv 
circumstance  upon  which  to  founa  a    four  hours  for  ten  days,  and  in  ad- 
diagnosis  ;  it  is  therefore  fortunate  that    dition    thereto    rubbed   in    mercurial 
the  treatment  of  the  two  diseases  is    ointment  three  times  a  day   for   five 
identical.     To  determine  whether  an    days.  He  continued  the  same  remedies 
individual  who  has  been  attacked  with    at  longer  intervals  for  some  davs  after, 
acute  rheumatism,  who  has  previously    The  mercury  did  not  run  off  by  the 
suffered  from  the  same  complaint,  ac-    bowels,  and  indeed  appeared  to  pro- 
companied  with  pericarditis,  and  who    duce  no  other  effect  than  that  of  in- 
is  now  seen  for  the  first  time,  has  or    creasing  the  quantity  of  urine,  yet  after 
has  not  a  recent  inflammation,  super-    rather  a  tedious  illness  he  so  far  re- 
vening  upon  old  disease  of  the  pericar-    covered  as  to  be  able  to  return  to  his 
dium,  I  hold  to  be  impossible.    It  is    work  at  a  printing-press,   at  which, 
therejfore,  I  think,  the  safer  practice    with  occasional  intermissions,  he  con- 
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tinned  to  be  engaged  for  more  than  a  a  diffoeed  and  rather  indistinct  rubbing 

year  and  a  half.    He  ultimately  died,  noise,  which  was  certainly  not  of  the 

rather  more  than  two  years  afterwards,  character  produced  by  the  effusion  of 

under  the  care  of  my  colleague,  Dr.  recent  l^mph,  and  wnich  it  was  8up« 

Barlow,  with  the  ordinary  symptoms  posed  might  not  improbably  bedepen- 

of  diseased  heart.     After  death,  this  dent  upon  the  unaosorbed  product  of 

organ  was  found  greatly  enlarged  s  the  her  former  attack.    Still  it  was  not  to 

pericardium   universally  adherent  bv  be   overlooked,   and  she  was  conse* 

the  intervention  of  a  moderately  thick  ouentljr  ordered  to  be  cupped  to  ^vj.  to 

la^er  of  old  semi-transparent  adven*  tne  region  of  the  heart,  and  to  take 

titious  matter;    the  valves,  with  ex-  «.,    »„..      ^^,  .   ^  r.i   ^  «     ««^- 

ception  of  th«e  of  the  pulmonary  ar-  ^J^;  ^"^Lt  S^^'c.  M^ 

tery,  were thickeMd, and  both pl«M»  ^^^Ji^hK. dfaii.  qoLtitate et^ 

were  adherent  by  recent  Ijrm^  to  the  coWu  mxr.  tm  die. 

IdSl'SS^^S'^rSrofa  She  was  visited  d«ly.  but «  no  im. 

fi«te  eaK,  the  ftatbes  of  the  disease  P*"*""  *^»",f  J^"'?  ?i^]5;''f' •^£l 

to%hich  were  especially  well  marked.  ^'  excepting  that  the  medicine  acted 

I  have  entered  into  as  little  detail  as  1^%  »»  *«   ^**^  .l**"  P*'"  °^ 

Dossible   consistentlv  with  mv  obiect  limbs    somewhat  decreased  and 

^f^^<.J»«;»»  *«  ^\^jQ^^i^*^  J^A;«J^^^  shifted  their  place,  and  that  what  was 

Sires  ^Sm'pT^^^  pr^umedtoEeoldpen^^^^ 

ggjt  on  which  I  hav^  the  honour  to  -^J-  ^^T^^^^^^^^^^ 

■^^^"^  '**^°*-  June  12&1.  the  fourth  day  of  fier  stay 

Cask.  ^Rh^umatitm.-'-Old  disetue  of  in  the  hospital,  and  the  seventh  of  the 

ike  heart,  acute  Pericarditis,  Diar-  disease.    She  had  then  the  peculiar  and 

rhaa,  ^c.  somewhat  anxious  expression,  and  the 

J J ^^  14  ^  delicate  look  disinclination  to  move  the  trunk,  which 

ing  girl,  of  h:ght  complexion,  was  ad-  ^Tf.  bo  constanUy  observed  in  pericar- 

mitted  into  Guy's  Hwpital  under  my  i^^l^\^^^  ^f®  ^*»  ^"«^J^'  her  skin 

care,  June  8th,  1844.    Two  years  be-  }^ot  j  the  pulse  was  more  frequent  and 

fore  she  had  suffered  from  an  attack  of  ^^  \^^^J  ^^,  respiration  was  pretty 

acute  rheumatism,  with  some  inflam-  V^^^^Y  thoracic  i    she  complained   of 

matory  affection  of  the  heart,  for  which  oppression  and  weight  at  the  chest; 

she  had  been  actively  treated  and  sail-  f  "^  ^^  tenderness  upon  pressure  ovct 

vated.    In  about  three  weeks  she  had  the  precordial  region.    Below  the  left 

tolerably  recovered,  and  had  not  since  J'PPi^  ^*«  ???^  ^^.  ^^n;  distinctly 

that  time  been  attacked  with  rheuma-  heard    a  rubbing  noise   (frottement) 

tism,  or  any  acute  disease,  but  had  f esemblmg  that  produced  by  the  fhc- 

been  occasionally  troubled  with  short-  **^^  ^^  two  moist  and  soft,  but  rough 

ness  of  breath,  to  which  she  had  not  f^rfaces.    The  prescnption  was  as  foU 

been  previously  liable.    Two  days  be*  ^^^'* ' 

fore  admission,  after  exposure,  she  had  Appl.  C.  C.  regioni    cordis    ad  S^iij- 

been  again  attacked  with  acute  rheu-  P"^^*  Rhei.  c.  Cal.  gr.  xij.  bora  ■omni. 

matism,  and  upon  beine  placed  in  bed  ^"J*-  ™-  6**  quaqnehor.  emn  Haustu 

presented  in  a  marked  degree  the  com-  ,  ^^'o^u     mi.           -i     i.   ^      .  -i 

mon  features  of  that  complaint.    The  .•',^f,  l3th.— The  powder  had  acted 

wrists,  knees,  and  ankles,  were  red,  violently,  and  the  bowels  continued  to 

swollen,  and  tender;  the  skin  was  soft  be  considerably  relaxed ;   the  rubbing 

and   perspiring;     the  tongue   coated  noise  had  extended ;  t.  «.  it  was  heard 

with  a  thick  flannel-like  for ;  the  in-  ?J«'  »  considerably  larger  portion  of 

tellect  clear;   the  bowels  open;    the  the  praecordial  region.  The  oppression 

urine   high-colouied,   and  In    small  and  tenderness  upon  pressure  had  been 

quantity ;  the  pulse  about  100,  tense,  ^heved  by  the  cupping, 

and  rather  jerking.     The  precordial  Omittatur  Mistor.  Rep.  Pil.    Capt  pro  re 

region  was  found  to  be  natural  in  both  '"ta  Mist.  Cretae,  ^. 

the  extent  and  degree  of  dalness.   The  During  the  next  four  or  five  days 

rhythm  of  the  heart  was  abo  natural,  the  rubbing  gradually  extended,  and 

and  its  impulse  not  abnormal ;  but  to-  was  at  length  most  distinctly  heard 

wards  the  base  of  the  organ  was  heard  over  the  entire  precordial  region.    No 
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diilneaB,  howerer,  could  be  detected  by  Ordered  Bmpl.  Ctntluiri d.  ngioni  eordii } 
theamoontof  percussion  of  which  the  Ung.  Hydnrg.  fort.  xis.  nocte  ma- 
tenderness  produoedi  conjointly  by  the  neque  enuibus  infricuid.    Cont.  Mist, 
disease  and  by  the  previous  cupping*  Crete  c.  Tr.  Opii.  ut  antes.  {E>.  Kl.  Sa- 
pennitted  the  employment.   The  conn-  po^Ia  C.  gr.  tHj.  ft.  mippoBitorimn  rta- 
tenance  meanwhue  retained  iu  anxiety  ^°^  adhibendum. 
of  expression,  and  the  respiration  iU  20th.— The   aspect  of  the   counte- 
thoracic  character,  and  the  diarrhoea  nance  had  somewhat  improved,   and 
continued,  notwithstanding   the   em.  the  suppository  had  had  the  effect  of 
ployment  of  the  means  indicated  by  removing  the  irritability  of  the  rectum 
the  following  prescriptions,  which  1  fbr  several  hours ;  in  all  other  rtsspects 
here  copy,  in  preference  to  giviuff  a  she  was  as  on  the  day  before, 
perhapa  tedious  daily  renort  of  lier  p      ^    ^^  Suppo«tor. 
symptoms,  which  vaned  little  dunnf  '^            .                . 
the  period  in  which  they  were  ordered.  21st. — She  had  improved  in  every 

respect:    the  gums  were  now  fairly 

14th.— PnlY.IpecacC.  Hydrarg.  c.  Creta,  affected  by  the  mercury  for  the  first 

aa.  gr.  iiM.   M.  ft.  PU.  ter  die  ■ttmoid.  time  since  her  Ulness ;  the  dysenteric 

MUt.Cret».postii]igiila8eede8hqiiidafl.  diarrhoea  had  considerably  decreased? 

15th.-^CoDt.  Mist,  et  PQ.  Enema  Amyli,  the  countenance  was  much  less  anxioos  f 

c.  IV.  Opii,  nixv.  statim  injiciend.  et  the  breathing  less  hurricdi  and   the 

eras  mane  repetoid.  uigent.  diarrhoea*  pulse  less  frequent  aad  more  distinct. 

I6th.-Rep.  Enem.  Mist,  et  PU.  EmpL  \^M^  ^^^'^«  !|?^'.  "y^^hronoua 

Cantharid.  legioni  conii.,  ct  (In  conie.  ^ith  the  ^stde  and  diastole  of  the 

qnenoe  of  a  digbt  pleuri«y  of  the  right  heart,  couldf  not  be  heard  at  the  upper 

side,  indicated  by  pain  and  mbblng)  ap.  Pa^  of  the  prmcordial  region. 

pUcentar  HimdhieB  t.  lateri  deztro.  Psrgat.    Beef-tea  and  arrow-root. 

18th.  —  Omittantar  Pilnl.  ted  earetur  24th.— The  rubbing  had  gradually 

pars  ezulcerata  Ung.    Hydrarg.  for-  reappeared  over  a  larger  extent  of  sur- 

tiorif ,  et  Capt.  c.  ainguliB  docib.  Mist,  face  from  above  downward,  and  was 

Tr.  OpU,  n{i5j.  6ta.  qaftqne  hora.  now  heard  over  the  greater  portion  of 

On  the  19th,  a  new  and  a  more  the  pericardium.    It  was,  however,  still 

alarming  set  of  symptoms  presented  ^"gn'  ^^  >t8  intensity,  and  the  dulness 

themselves.    The  gums  were  not  even  ©n  percussion  was  nearly  as  extensive 

slighUy  ailected  by  mercury,  which  in  "  hefoTei    the  gums  were  sore;  the 

one  or  other  form  had  been  persisted  bowels  qu>et ;  the  respirations  38,  and 

in  for  eleven  days ;  the  rubbing,  so  dis-  ^^J  >  P"«e  *20. 

tinct  and  general  up  to  this  day,  had  Cent.  Ung. 

entirely  diwippeared ;  the  prsBCOrcual  re-  JL  Potaia.  lodidi,  gr.  i«. ;  Liq.  Potasa. 

fion  upon  pereussion  had  increased  in  tU^*  t  ^^'  Anrant.  |isi.  ter  die. 

ulness,  both  in  extent  and  degree,  27th.-She   had   progressively  ira- 

and  appeared  also  somewhat  full  and  ^^^^  .    ^^^    bowels    were   natural, 

prominent ;  the  countenance  was  now  Respirations  40  j  pulse  120 ;  the  tongue 

depressed,   and  excessively  an»ou8;  was  pale,  moist,  and  rather  furred  from 

the  face  pale,  and,  together  with  the  ^^^  t„eriurial  kction;  the  pericardial 

rest  of  the  body,  covered  with  perspi-  ^^^^      ^^,  „^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  l^„j 

ration ;  she  could  not  lie  down,  and  it  ^^^  general 

was  consequently  necessary  to  support  n\   %m'\     ^  n         a     r   *       •    « 

her  with  pillows  j  the  respiration  was  ^«'v„^S*-  f  ^"f-    .^PPl^ce*-  '«Voni 

much  hui?ied,  48  in  the  minute ,  the  ^'^  ^°^P^-  Canthand. 

pulse  small,   fre<^uent,   and  running  She  continued  the  same  medicines, 

from  140  to  160  in  the  minute)    the  with  slight  and  unimportant  variations, 

diarrhoea  continued,  but  had  now  as*  up  to  July  1st,  when  the  pulse  was 

sumed  more  of  a  dysenteric  character,  still  120,  and  the  respiration,  upon 

as  she  had  frequent  •  calls  to  go  to  slight  exertion,  40  in  a  minute :  the 

stool,  but  the  evacuations  were  scanty,  pericardial  rubbing  had  entirely  di8« 

consisted  chiefly  of  bloody  mucus,  with  appeared,  but  a  lowl  bellows  murmur 

only  a  sUght  admixture  of  dark  bilious  was  now  heard  over  tlie  situation  of  the 

feculent  matter,  and  were  passed  with  aortic  valves ;  the  tongue  was  moist, 

much  tenesmus.  still  rather  furred  from  the  mereury  $ 
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the  appetite  good:  the  sleep  comfort-  hospital,  in  connection  with  the  evi- 

able,  and  the  strength  increased.  dence  of  old  disease  upon  her  admission. 

Ordcrcd-Ext.  HyoscUm.  gr.  t.  siognli.  ^^"^  '*''^,^''^™i*"^^J;r^  ''JP^u?'!: 

•       noctibu.  sumend. ;    Sp.   AmmonT  C.  tions  may  be  offered ;  neither  of  which 

ttixx. ;  Inf.  Aurant.  Jss.  ter  die.    In-  appear  to  be  imnrobable.     Ist.  We  may 

termittatur  Unguent.    Fish,  and  in  two  "*^^  heen  mistaken  as totheongin  of  the 

days  a  mutton  chop.  sound  heard  upon  her  admission,  which 

may  have  arisen  from  disease  of  the 

After  staying  for  a  few  days  longer  in  valves;   as  old  pericardial  disease  is 

the  hospital,  her  mother  was  anxious  to  not  always  easily,  if,  indeed,  it  can  be 

take  her  home ;  she  was  consequently  at  all  positivelv  distinguished  fVom  dis- 

removed  to  the  vicinity  of  town,  and  ease  of  the  valves ;  or  2dly,  the  valves 

from  that    time    continued   tolerably  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  pre- 

well.  viously   healthy,  but   bv  the   recent 

On  September  30th,  I  met  her  on  attack  to  have  become  thickened  and 

London  Bridge  looking  plump,  and  in  rigid.    The  indications  of  this  change 

good  health,  and  walking  briskly  with-  may  have  been  obscured  by  the  more 

out  any  apparent  inconvenience.  noisy  pericardial  rubbing  as  long  as  it 

— ^— •  existea,  may  not  have  been  elicited 
This  case  was  not  remarkable  in  con-  while  the  pericardium  was  distended 
sequence  of  presenting  any  unusual  and  the  heart  oppressed  by  the  accu- 
features,  but  rather  from  the  changes  mulatedserousenusion,  and  may  there- 
occurring  in  its  progress  being  un-  fore  not  have  become  obvious  until  the 
commonly  distinct  and  well  defined,  causes  of  their  obscurity  or  their  ab- 
and  from  its  being  complicated  with  a  sence  had  disappeared, 
long  and  severe  attack  of  mucous  irri-  With  the  exception  of  the  question 
tation  of  the  bowels,  which  undoubtedly  just  mentioned,  tne  diagnosis  in  this 
placed  the  life  of  the  patient  in  great  case,  particular  as  well  as  general,  was 
jeopardy  for  some  days.  Upon  her  not  doubtful,  indeed  could  not  be 
admission,  in  addition  to  the  common  doubted,  by  one  practically  conversant 
symptoms  of  acute  rheumatism,  there  with  auscultation.  Every  variation  in 
existed  evidence  of  some  mischief  about  the  condition  of  the  pericardium  ap- 
the  heart,  which  it  was  supposed  had  peared  almost  as  distinct  and  obvious 
been  probably  left  by  her  former  attack,  as  if  it  had  been  actually  exposed  to 
and  was  considered  to  depend  upon  a  view,  and  the  chest,  by  the  aid  of  ans- 
roughened  state  of  the  pericardium,  cultation,  had  been  open  to  the  eyes  as 
The  distinct  superficial  ruboing  of  acute  well  as  to  the  ears  of  the  examiner, 
pericarditis,  with  solid  effusion,  after-  The  pro^osis,  even  in  reference  to 
wards  appeared ;  the  extension  of  the  existing  acute  attack,  was  for 
which  could  be  easily  traced  by  the  several  days  exceedingly  unfavourable, 
gradually  enlarged  surface  over  which  and  I  was  on  more  than  one  occasion 
tne  rubbing  noise  was  audible.  Then  far  from^  feeling  satisfied  that  at  my 
came  the  well-marked  symptoms  of  next  visit  I  should  find  the  patient 
large  fluid  effusion,  togetner  with  in-  alive.  From  this  alarming  state  it  ap- 
creased  dulness  on  percussion,  and  the  peared  evident  that  she  was  released  by 
sudden  and  complete  cessation  of  the  the  action  of  mercury;  so  soon  as 
abnormal  sound,  which,  as  the  fluid  be-  it  began  to  affect  her  constitutionally 
came  absorbed,  reappeared,  and  gradu-  the  more  urgent  symptoms  of  her  dis- 
a!Iy  extended  from  above  downwards,  ease  became  ameliorated.  The  ultimate 
till  it  was  again  heard  over  the  entire  prognosis  is  necessarily  unfavourable, 
prcecordial  region.  It  remained  audible,  as  after  two  severe  inflammatory  attacks 
until,  as  it  was  presumed,  the  adhesion  she  is  left  with  disease  of  the  valvular 
of  the  two  layers  of  the  pericardium  re-  apparatus  of  the  heart,  as  well  as  of  the 
moved  the  physical  conditions  upon  pericardium.  As  to  the  treatment 
which  it  depended.  One  circumstance  adopted,  I  have  simply  to  observe,  that 
onlvj  in  connection  with  the  symptoms  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 
and  physical  signs  of  the  complaint  in  of  bringine  the  patient  under  the 
this  instance,  appears  to  admit  of  influence  of  mercury,  I  persisted  in 
doubt,  viz.  the  valvular  disease  indi-  its  employment,  notwithstanding  the 
cated  by  the  noisy  murmur  heard  over  mucous  irritation  of  the  bowels,  which 
the  sigmoid  valves  at  her  exit  from  the  it  was  attempted,  though  ineffectually, 
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check  by  the  administration  of  chalk  The  poor  woman  continued  to  get 
and  opium,  and  the  employment  of  weaker  and  weaker  for  the  next  two 
opiate  enemata.  I  was  at  length  un-  hours ;  her  respiration  difficult,  and  ar- 
willineiy  compelled, by  the  excMdingly  dculation  low  and  indistinct.  At  last 
excited  and  irritable  state  of  the  lower  she  said  she  was  sure  there  was  some- 
bowels,  to  suspend  the  internal  use  of  thing  wrong,  that  she  felt  as  if  she  was 
mercury,  and  trust  solely  to  its  external  dyine,  and  requested  a  sure^eon  to  be 
inunction.  The  system  was  soon  after  sent  for.  On  reaching  the  house,  Mr. 
affected  by  the  remedy,  and  yfos  kept  Peskitt  found  that  she  had  breathed 
under  it  for  a  considerable  period.  As  her  last,  and  observed  that  she  had  the 
soon  as  the  internal  employment  of  blanched  appearance  of  a  person  who 
mercury  was  discontinued,  the  dysen-  had  died  ot  haemorrhage, 
teric  state  of  the  bowels  was  easily  On  examination  per  vaginam  he 
subdued  by  ordinary  remedies,  among  found  no  discharge  of  any  kind,  the 
which  opiate  sup]X)sitories  appeared  to  membranes  entire,  os  uteri  fully  dilated, 
be  the  most  effective.  On  this  account  and  the  head  in  the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
i  am  disposed  to  believe  that  it  might  I  assisted  at  a  post-mortem  examina- 
havebeen  more  prudent  to  have  desisted  tion  of  the  body,  about  Hfty  hours  after 
from  the  internal  administration,  and  to  death  (up  to  which  time  there  had 
have  trusted  to  the  external  application  been  no  discharee  from  the  vagina), 
of  the  mercury,  at  an  earlier  \  criod.  On  opening  the  abdomen,  we  found  the 
_^ uterus  very  large,  and  apparently  fill- 
ing the  wnole  cavity,  pressing  the 
SINGULAR  CASE  OF  FATAL  INTRA-  whole  of  the  floating  viscera  strongly 
UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE.  upwards  and  backwards ;  these  latter 

Bv  WiLLAM  Thompson,  ^f  ..^  .^^^^  bleached  appearance,  and 

-            _  all  their  vessels  were  empty.    On  rais- 

{F6r  the  London  Medical  QazeiU.)  mense  quantity  of  bloody  fluid  rushed 

from  the  vagina ;  and  on  cutting  into 

__       „          _    ,         ^c      i_    V    -I  ^c  womb  (the  walls  of  which  were 

Mas.  K.,  aged  about  45,  who  had  pre-  very  thin),  we  found  that  it  still  con- 

viously  borne  twelve  children,  and  who  tained  more  than  two  quarts  of  fluid 

was  then  at  the  end  of  the  ninth  month  and  grumons  blood,  mixed  with  large 

of  pregnancy,  retired  to  bed  about  nine  coaguk,  which  completely  surrounded 

o'clock  on  the  night  of  ilie  5th  of  Oc-  ^he  child,  enveloped  in  its  membranes 

tober  1844.     She  had  been  perfectly  entire,  with  the  head  in  the  brim  of  the 

well  during  the  day,  ami,  as  far  as  I  pelvis 

<ran  ascertain,  had  felt  none  of  the  pre-  The  placenta  was  wholly  detached 

monitory  symptoms  of  labour.  f^^^  ^^^  u^^^us,  but  the  place  where  it 

About  half-psuit  nine  o  clock  she  had  been  aU.ichcd  was  evident  enough, 
awoke  her  husband,  and  told  him  that  ^^  the  right  side  of  the  womb,  below 
«he  felt  in  pain,  and  must  get  out  of  the  fundus:  we  examined  this  part 
bed ;  she  did  so,  stnggered  against  a  very  narrowly,  but  could  discover  no- 
chest  of  drawers,  and  lamtci  He  got  thing  unusual  in  its  appearance,  or  in 
her  upon  the  bed,  but  says  that  she  that  of  the  placenta.  I  think  there 
did  not  recover  consciousness  for  a  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  hajmorrhagc 
quarter  of  an  hour.  He  wished  to  send  ^^s  caused  by  a  partial  detachment  of 
for  the  midwife,  but  she  said  it  was  of  the  placenta,  about  the  time  she  first 
no  use  to  do  so,  as  she  had  no  pains  of  complained  of  pain  and  faintness,  and 
nny  consequence.                   ,  ,    ,     ,  that  it  continued  till  nearly  all   the 

From  this  tune  till  six  o  clock  the  blood  in  her  body  was  poured  into  the 
next  morning  I   can   obtain  no  very  cavity  of  the  womb.    The  total  detach- 
clear  account  of  her  state.     At  that  ment  of  the  placenta  might  have  been 
hour   the    midwife  was    called,   who  caused  by  the  immense  distension  of 
found  her  in   a  very  low  exhausted  the  womb,  and  the  pressure  of  such  a 
stale,  her  pains  tnflii^,  and  reciimng  quantity  of  blood  between  its  parietes 
at  long  intervals.      She  found  the  os  and  the  membranes, 
uteri  well  dilated,  and  the  presentation  jg,,^    Nor.  12. 1S44. 
natural^  the  vertex  being  in  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis.                                                                           

887. — xxxv.  T 


290  ANALYSES  AND  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  superior  to  that  of  boiline  water,  and 

without  injury."     But  "  the  power  is 

of  short  duration ,  the  nervous  infl  uence 

"  L'auteur  te  tue  k  allon^r  ce  que  le  lectenr  se  is    exhausted,     and     then     chemical 

tue  A  abr^er."-D»AL.MBMT.  agency  comes  into  play."  (p.  20.)    It 

—  is  not  otherwise  with  cold  t — 

An  Apology  for  the  Nerves;  or,  their  ,   "As  long  as  nervous  excitement  can 

Influence  ind  Important  in  Health  ^  ^^^^  "P^^^*  Tp^Tv  ""Lfnll'S 

and  Disease.    By  SirGko.  Lefevrr,  ^^^f^f:    ^''^'^^^jf'^l'f^Z^ 

M.D.  Post  8vo.  pp.  xii.  and  m  «f;  ^T/"^-^%h??^Ii^^^^^^^^ 
Longman  and  Co.  notwithstanding  the  intenseness  of  the 
^  cold,  the  soldiers  marched  alon^,  smg- 
Ant  peg  will  serve  to  hang  a  hat ;  and  ing,  with  the  breusts  of  their  coats 
any  title,  it  may^  be  saio,  sufRces  a  open ;  but  only  as  long  as  they  were 
clever  man  to  wnte  an  amusing  book  flushed  with  the  hopes  of  success, 
upon.  Inthis'*Apology  for  the  Nerves"  Where  there  is  nothing  to  excite,  and 
we  have,  in  fact,  a  collection  of  short  where  exposure  to  cold  takes  place 
essays,  pleasant,  sparkling,  full  of  under  the  common  routine  of  parade, 
anecdote,  and  observation,  and  learn-  its  depressing  effects  are  lamentably 
M*8[>  upon  a  very  considerable  propor-  felt  by  those  long  exposed  to  it.  In 
tion  of  the  ills  that  waylay  mankind ;  the  time  of  the  Grand  Duke  Constan- 
and  which  if  they  do  not  in  every  in-  tine,  a  regiment  of  Horse  was  marched 
stance  tendtocut  short  our  journey,  still  from  Strelna  to  St.  Petersburg,  a  dis- 
in  numerous  instances  make  life  a  tance  of  twelve  miles  and  upwards.  He 
weary  pilgrimage,  full  of  bodily,  and  marched  at  their  head  at  a  foot  pace  all 
what  is  perhaps  even  worse,  of  mental  the  way.  He  had  well  wadded  himself, 
suffering.  We  have  the  physiology  of  and  smeared  his  face  over  with  oil.  It 
the  brain  and  nerves  discussed;  the  wasthcCTatificHtionofa  whim  to  expose 
blood,  muscular  motion,  nutrition  and  the  soldiers  to  a  great  degree  of  cold, 
secretion,  lightlv  and  pleasantly  ban-  They  arrived  at  the  square  before  the 
died;  then  we  nave  sympathy,  phre-  palace,  and  were  dismissed  to  their 
nology,  mesmerism,  sleep,  and  dreams ;  barracks.  The  following  day  one- 
then  the  senses ;  next  the  influence  of  third  of  the  regiment  was  in  the 
the  blood  upon  the  nerves,  and  such  hospital,  attacked  by  nervous  fever, 
particular  subjects  as  nervous  com-  of  which  many  died.  There  was  no 
plaints,  headaches,  epilepsy,  palsy,  ca-  stimulus  of  necessity  in  this  case,  but 
talepsy,  hvdrophobla,  trismus,  delirium  the  moral  feeling  aggravated  the  phy- 
tremens,  hooping-coiigh,  chorea,  cho-  sicnl  suffering." 

lera  morbus,  scorbutus,  diabetes,  and  We    have    quoted    this    interesting 

fevers,  &c.  passed  in  review,  and  all  anecdote  with  a  view  particularly  to  the 

with  an  ease  and  a  grace  that  make  us  miasmatists,  and  to  ask  them,  whence 

proud  of  having  one  member  of  the  came  the  malaria  that  induced  the  fever 

medical  profession  at  least  among  us,  in  one-third  of  these  men,  so  wantonly 

who  can  blend  amusement  with   in-  exposed  to  a  temperature  probably  lit- 

Btruction,    interlard   grave   discussion  tie  short  of  the  freezing  point  of  mer- 

with  pleasant  anecdote,  and  add  gene-  cury  P 

ral  literature  by  way  of  seasoning  to  We  have  tried  for  another  extract 
the  tough  morsels  of  pathology  and  upon  some  point  that  we  conceive 
etioIopTf  diagnostics  and  therapeutics,  would  be  more  particularly  interesting 
We  bid  Sir  George  Lefevre's  "  Apology  or  instructive  to  our  readers ;  but,  in 
for  the  Nerves*'  welcome!  We  have  truth,  we  are  puzzled.  We  find  the 
already  passed  naore  than  one  pleasant  whole  book,  where  Sir  George  Lefevre 
hour  in  its  society,  and  have  found  relies  on  himself,  and  does  not  quote 
striking  illustration  of  more  than  one  from  Miiller,  and  Magendic,  and  Legal- 
topic  that  had  presented  itself  in  dim  lois,  and  the  rest  of  the  physiologists, 
perspective  to  our  mind's  eye,  among  alike  interesting  and,  to  the  general 

*^f*^^'       1     •        «    1  reader  instructive;  andwecan  only  refer 

As  the  apologist  of  the  nerves,  our  to  the  whole  as  to  a  most  pleasant  repast 

author  of  course  gives  them  enough  to  How  beautiful  is  the  short  disquisition 

do.    The  nervous  influence  it  is  which  upon    sleep !    how    tasteful    that   on 

enables  man  "  to  resist  a  degree  of  heat  dreams !    how   piquant,   to  borrow  a 
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French  word,  and  quietly  humorous,  The  sophistry  of  Hudibras  allowed  him 

that  oninstinct  and  reason!  SirGeorget  to  glory  in   his  captivity, — his  mind 

like  all  true  and  kind-hearted  men,  is  soared  as  his  body  became  debased, 

a  lover  of  animals,  and  does  not  hold  Ralpho's  inferbr  soul   was  downcast 

them  so  utterly  degraded  below  the  and  mortified, — he  regretted  the  want 

level  of  humanity  as  many  astute  and  of  that  wit  or  cunning  which  (had  he 

over-arrogant  philosophers  :  —  possessed  it)  might  have  preserved  him 

"  It  is  difficult,*^  he  says,  p.  262,  "  to  from  his  disgraceful  impnsonment. 

suppose  that  animals  can  dream  upon  **  The  dog  might  feel  as  much  in  a 

mere  instinctive  powers ;  and  yet  there  similar  case.    We  say  of  animals  that 

is  no  doubt  of  the  fact  of  their  dream-  they  go  mad, — that   they  lose    their 

ing.    Memory  is  one  of  their  attributes,  senses.    We  say  the  same  of  our  species, 

whether  sleeping  or  waking.    The  ef-  but  we  say  also  that  they  go  out  of 

fects  of  liquors  upon  the  animaPs  senses  their  mintts, 

are  the  same  as    upon    the  human,  ^' This  is  not^said  of  animals.    There 

though  it  is  only  the  pig  which  seems  seems  to  be  some  difference  between 

to  taKe  pleasure  m  this  species  of  re-  tlie  two,  if  we  may  judge  from  what 

creation.    The  passions  are  all  in  full  language  implcs.     We  never  say  that 

force  among  them — love,   hatred,  re-  a  man  goes  out  of  his  soul, — to  lose 

venge,  jealousy.      I  once  saw  a  quail  one's  soul  has  a  totally  different  signifi* 

that  literally  died  of  chagrin.  cation. 

"  If,  however,  the  higher  powers  of  "  Soul  implies,  therefore,  more  than 

reason  be  denied  to  animals,  they  are  mind  or  senses ;  and  is  not  the  union 

not,  on  the  other  hand,  chargeable  with  of  mind,  sense,  and  soul,  the  power 

some  of  its  less  noble  attributes.  which  constitutes  human  reason  r** 

*<  It  is  doubtful  whether  they  possess  This  will  suffice  to  give  our  readers 

that  species  of  sophistry  which  allows  a  notion  of  the  pleasant  vein  in  which 

man,  under  certain  circumstances  of  the  whole  book  is  composed.  I  twill  shew 

self-deception,    to    make    evil  appear  our  author  as  a  fluent  writer,  an  apt 

good, — and  of  necessity  a  virtue.  quoter,   and  well- read    man.      Every 

^'Ifadogwerecaughtby  th«  legina  page  gives  evidence  of  kindliness  of 

trap  or  gin,  would  he  find  such  means  nature ;  and  wherever  he  shews  him- 

of  cons^ing  himself  as  Hudibras  did  self  as  the  physician,  we  see  the  sound 

when  his  feet  were  fast  in  the  stocks?  practitioner,  resting  obviously  on  the 

It  was  then,  and  not  till  then,  perhaps,  sure  foundation  of  science  allied  to  am- 

that  the  knight  understood  the  value  of  pie  experience.   Let  onr  readers  get  the 

his  spiritual    half — the  unconfinable  "Apology  for  the  Nerves"  forthwith, 

part — the  free  agent : —  and  judge  of  it  for  themselves ;  if  they 

<<'Qoothhe,— Th*oneha]fofman,hiamind«  have   not  already  made   the   author's 

ls*«i>«rltimcpnfined,  acquaintance  through  ••  The  Life  of  a 

And  cannot  be  iaid  by  the  heela,  rr«  ^      ,,•       -nu     *  •  °'mi  ^^i              i     '*, 

Wltate'er  the  other  moiety  feel?'  Travelling  Physician,"  let  them  make  it 

It  was  by  dwelling  upon  the  advantages  now  through  the  no  less  pleasant  chan- 

of  one  that  lie  lost  all  feelinff  of  Uie  nel  of  the  "  Apology  for  the  Nerves." 
other,  as  others  have  done  before  him. 


Here,  thcn»  as  he  bimaelf  expreaaes  it,  .^r^j^Tz-iAT     n  kryrrrj^T? 

the  rtdiammlim  have  advanta^  over  lVl£jUlUALi   VMA/Lrjl  lJtl«. 

the  tuamaJftu  and  pursuin?  his  system  „  . ,       ^^         ,     nn  i  o « .1 

•tin  fitfther/sophistry  allowed  him  to  '"'''^'^i''  November  29, 18-14. 

believe  that  his  valour  was  increased  

by  his  defeat.  "  Licet  omnibut,  licet  etiam  milii,  dignaltatem 

"The  rational  faculliesof Rnlpho were  ^^'**  Medie4e  tucri?  potestaB  modo  venicndi  in 

of  a  much  less  noble  order ;  and  mark  l'"^"^"  ***'  ^**^^»*^*  pericuUim  non  ««J,«-^'^^ 

the  difference  between  the  man  and  - 

the  philosopher.     His  mode  of  reason-    ^,««,,.,,  .^  „. ^  ^„„  ^^^ 

ing  approaches,  or  rather  hardly  soars  DISSIMILAR  VIEWS  OF  THE  PRO- 

above    Uiat    which     the    dog    would  POSED   MEDICAL   BILL,    TAKEN 

have  manifested  under  similar  circum-  BY    METROPOLITAN  jAND   PRO- 

stances  :—  VINCIAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

"  *QuothRa]ph,— Howip-eatldonotknow,  ^-,         •,..         e  ±-             u*uai 

We  may  by  bcitiff  beaten  ffrow,  **  This  doctrine  of  tyranny  hath  taken 

i^n  jSdle'nVo'^yr".^^^^^^  the  deeper  «>ot  in  men's  minds,  because 
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the  greatest  part  was  ever  inclined  to  country  seemed  to  us  to  see  the  thing 
adore  the  golden  idol  of  tyranny  in  every  rather  as  innocent  rusticals  than  as 
form,  by  which  means  the  rabble  of  sharp-sighted  men  of  the  world, 
mankind,  being  prejudiced  in  this  par-  They  appeiir  so  highly  flattered  that 
ticular,  and  having  placed  their  corrupt  they  have  been  thought  worthy  of  his 
humours  or  interest  in  base  fawning,  consideration  by  a  Secretary  of  State 
and  the  favour  of  present  great  men  j  for  the  Home  Department,  and  that 
therefore,  if  any  resolute  spirit  happea  their  calling,  so  little  thought  of  by 
to  broach  and  maintain  true  principles  game  preserving  squires,  cotton  spin- 
of  freedom,  or  do  at  any  time  arise  to  so  ning  manufacturers,  el  hoc  genut  omne, 
much  courage  as  to  perform  a  noble  act  when  they  are  in  heaith,  should  have 
of  justice  in  calling  tyrants  to  account,  been  thought  deserving  of  attention  in 
presently  he  draws  all  the  enmity  and  the  Commons  House  in  Parliament 
fury  of  the  world  about  him.  But  in  assembled,  the  House  at  ihe  time  con- 
commonwealths  it  is  and  ought  to  be  sisting,  be  it  remembered,  of  something 
otherwise ;  for  in  the  monuments  of  the  uoder  twenty  members !  that  they  have 
Grecian  and  Roman  freedom,  we  find  lost  their  bead,  and  seem  not  to  suspect 
those  nations  wont  to  heap  all  the  the  risk  they  are  likely  to  be  made  to 
honours  they  could  invent — ^by  public  run,  from  what  must  be  granted  to  be 
rewards,  and  consecrations  of  statues,  purely  experimental  legislation,  calcu- 
and  crowns  of  laurel — upon  such  lated  on  no  antecedent  experience,  irre- 
worthy  patriots ;  and  as  if  on  earth  all  spective  of  the  actual  state  of  the  medi* 
were  too  little,  they  enrolled  them  in  cal  profession  an d  the  wan ts  of  the  com- 
heaven  among  the  Deities*.''  So  spoke  m unity,  but  based  on  certain  peculiar 
one  of  our  old  English  writers  at  a  time  views  and  opinions  that  may  be  sound 
when  the  Commonwealth  of  England  and  good,  but  which  may  also  be  worth- 
had  but  lately  before  been  little  less  less,and  not  more  substantial  nor  better 
disturbed  than  is  the  smaller  com-  founded  than  a  dream, 
munity  of  medicine  at  this  moment ;  We  will  not  pay  our  friends  in  the 
and  we  are  tempted  to  quote  it  now  be-  provinces  the  ill  compliment  of  sup- 
eause  we  feel  persuaded  that  the  spirii  posing  that  they  are  not  perfectly  sin- 
of  centralisation  is  only  the  spirit  of  cere  in  their  way  of  viewing  the  thing; 
tyranny  in  another  shape ;  and  as  we  what  we  complain  of  is  that  they  do 
do  not  believe  that  any  state  did  ever  not  view  it  aright ;  we  will  not  insinu- 
attain  to  true  greatness  or  happiness  ate  that  more  than  one  cf  them  had 
under  a  tyranny,  so  do  we  not  believe  denied  their  presence  at  this  or  at  that 
that  our  honourable  profession  of  physic  meeting  of  the  profession  where  an 
can  ever  flourish  under  the  arbitrary  opinion  adverse  to  the  Bill  was  likely 
domination  of  chance  superiors.  to  be  expressed,  because  they  had  been 
We  have  been  led  to  look  at  the  pro-  limed  with  a  twig  of  preferment  artfully 
posed  scheme  of  medical  legislation  in  laid  in  their  way,  and  to  which,  con- 
this  point  of  view  from  having  remarked  sciously  or  unconsciously,  they  had  got 
the  singular  difierence  in  tone  and  gene-  fast.^No,  the  truth  is,  that  we  of  Lon- 
ral  style  of  observation  conspicuous  at  don,  who  are  free  to  think,  and  to  speak 
the  meetings  of  the  professiofi  held  in  as  we  think,  see  this  legislative  project 
London  and  the  provinces.  We  said  in  a  totally  different  light  from  our 
last  week  that  our   brethren  in  the  brethren  in  the  country.    In  fact,  dif- 

, .  ferent  classes  of  practitioners,  both  in 

*  TheKxcfUwcyof.rreeSUte.   1656.  town  and  country,  see  the  matter  dif- 
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ferently,  and  judge  it  upon  dissimilar  of  the  aflbira  of  these  the  corporations 

and  often  totally  opposite  grounds.  to  which  as  medical  men  we  either  do 

In  the  metropolis  we  naturally  look  or  ought  to  belong,  let  as  still  struggle 

to  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Sur-  onwards  in  our  efforts    to   attain  it. 

geons  as  our  heads ;  in  the  provinces.  All  the  world  admit  that  we  are  im* 

these  institutions  fade  into  comparative  proving,  and  our  sons  may  achieve  the 

insignificance,  and  are  little  thought  od  distinction  to  which  we  have  aspired 

There  has  not  been  a  meeting  of  the  in  vain. 

profession  in  the  country,  at  which  the  The  cry  that  has  been  raised  against 
supreme  Council  of  Health  and  Educa-  corporations  has  been  against  the 
tion  hits  not  in  itself,  and  without  fe-  aliuses  of  these  excellent  institutions ; 
ferenoe  to  its  constitution,  been  most  and  how  have  the  abuses  crept  into  the 
warmly  approved  of;  in  the  metropolis,  administration  of  their  afiairs  ?  because, 
again,  the  Council  of  Health  and  Edu*  commonalties  have  either  had  no  share 
cation  is  not  generally^  relished,  and  we  or  only  a  very  inadequate  share,  in  the 
venture  to  say  that  three-fonrths  of  the  choice  of  the  administrative  body, 
governing  body,  both  at  the  College  of  **  Medical  reform"  as  the  watchword, 
Physicians  and  College  of  Surgeons,  appears,  in  fact,  to  us  in  London  to 
are  decidedly  opposed  to  it,  and  we,  signify  one  thing,  and  another  thing  in 
though  belonging  to  neither  of  these  the  provinces.  In  London,  by  medical 
bodies,  heartily  sympathize  with  them  reform  we  mainly  mean  the  having,  a 
in  their  dislike  of  any  and  all  such  voice  in  the  election  of  the  administra- 
arbitrary  domination.  We  would  have  tive  council  of  the  college,  or  corpora- 
our  universities  and  our  medical  corpo-  tion,  from  which  we  have  received  our 
rations  free,-  not  tyrannized  over  by  eertificate  of  competency  to  practise 
any  Secretary  of  State  and  his  obse-  medicine;  this  is  what  the  London 
quious  nominees.  Uniformity  may  be  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
a  good ;  but  it  may  also  be  an  evil ;  geons  especially  have  been  contending 
the  price  paid  for  it  may  be  more  than  for  during  so  many  years.  But  the 
it  is  worth.  Our  guilds  and  corpora-  provincial  member  of  the  Royal  Coi- 
tions are  the  legacy  of  our  Saxon  an-  lege  of  Surgeons  cares  not  a  rush  about 
cestors  to  us,  their  representatives,  at  this,  and  by  medical  reform  he  often 
the  distance  of  a  long  lapse  of  ages,  understfinds  nothing  more  than  a  penal 
and  let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  they  enactment  against  unqualified  practi- 
have  been  the  principal  means  by  tionera,  of  sufficient  stringency  and 
which  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  facility  of  application -fine  and  impri- 
people  have  hitherto  been  preserved ;  sonment  on  summary  conviction  before 
they  are  that  in  fact  which  is  most  truly  a  magistrate,  or  some  such  trifle, 
precious  in  our  institutions ;  and  they  In  London,  what  the  General  Practi- 
are  precious  because  they  habituate  us  tioner  insfsts  on  is,  recognition  by  the 
to  self-government.  Let  us  not  tamely  body  from  which  he  has  his  diploma: 
give  them  up,  then,  nor  revert  to  the  he  would  raise  himself  higher  than  he 
constitution  ofsociety  in  the  middleages,  is ;  he  would  have  all  the  barriers  that 
when  the  burgher  was  nobody,  but  all  oppose  his  attainment  of  the  highest 
were  serfs  at  the  disposal  of  the  lord  or  places  removed  in  the  College  of  Phy- 
petty  sovereign  of  the  district  If  we  sicians,  but  in  the  College  of  Surgeons 
have  not  achieved  the  degree  of  moral  especially  ;  here  it  is  a  struggle  for  dis- 
and  mental  eminence  that  would  en-  Unction  |  it  is  ambition,  that  "last  in- 
title  us  to  a  voice  in  the  administration  firmity  of  noble  minds/'  that  goads 
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him  on.    In  the  Country,  the  general  thing  else,  as  the  embodiment  of  abso* 

practitioner  thinks  little  of  the  College  lute  wisdom,  nor  with  the  same  feeling 

where  he  passed;    he  is  beyond  the  of  reverence  as  the  Mussulman  does 

sphere  of  its  influence,  and  bends  all  the  firman  of  his  Pasha,  which,  per- 

his  energies  to  achieving  eminence  by  haps,  goes  the  length  of  making  him 

practice ;  he  thinks  less  of  his  standing  shorter  by  the  head ;  nor  do  we  look 

among  his  fellows ;  he  is  less  ambitious  at  the  thing  merely  in  a  selfish  point  of 

in  the  same  direction  than  the  London  view,  and  as  we  trie  to  be  affected  by  il 

man ;  instead  of  its  being  for  name  and  in  our  several  capacities  of  physicians, 

fame,  the  struggle  with  him  is  rather  surgeons,   and   general   practitioners, 

for  bread,   or   for  its  representative.  Our   country   friends   bow   the    head 

money.  most  dutifully  in  the  first  instance ;  but 

In    London    the    medical   profes-  feeling  the  Right  Honourable  the  Se* 

sion  stand  on  a  totally  difierent  foot*  cretary  of  State's  heel  upon  their  pre* 

ing  in  society  from  their  brethren  in  cious  necks,  they  by  and  by  very  re- 

the  country.    In  London  we  can  be  spectfuUy  suggest  that  certain  amend- 

independent — vote  for  the  tory  or  the  ments    seera  to   them   a'dvisable ;    or 

whig,  and  tmen  the  radical  candidate,  they  venture  to  say  that  they  are  not 

at  an  election,  as  we  incline :  if  we  quite  so  handsomely  treated  as  they 

generally  show  deference  and  due  re-  thought  they  had  reason  to  expect ; 

spect  to  the  clergy,  which  we  do,  we  or,  waxing   bolder   as  the  sense   of 

are  yet  never  obsequious  to  them, —  injury  grows    keener,   they   get  the 

we  are  not  afraid  of  the  clothe  in  short,  length  of  declaring  that  the  Bill  goes 

and  can  always  mqet  and  speak  of  its  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  class 

wearer  as  he  deserves ;  and  then,  if  the  in  the  medical  profession   to  which 

high  and  mighty  of  the  land  show  ns  the  great  majority  of  its  members  be- 

the  cold  shoulder,  which,  by  the  by,  long.    We  have  had  no  meeting  in  the 

they  are  occasionally  very  much  disposed  metropolis  at  which  the  Bill  has  been 

to  do,  why  we  can  show  them  the  cold  spoken  of  by  the  chairman  as  a  sort  of 

shoulder  in  return.     In  the  country  it  inspired  and  perfect  measure,  whilst 

is  all  different ;  he  who  should  vote  for  resolutions  were  passed,  nem.  con.  utterly 

the  whig  candidate  in  one  place,  for  damnatory  of  every  one  of  its  provi- 

the  tory  candidate  in  another,  would  sions,  save  that  of  Registration,  and 

be  ruined  in  his  worldly   prospects,  even  that  found  fault  with  because  it 

The  country  practitioner  very  commonly  was  not  compulsory  ! 

approaches  the  parson  hat  in  hand ;  Much  of  what  Dr.  Hastings  said  at 

the  body  curer  scarcely  ventures  to  re-  the  Derby  Meeting  of  the  Provincial 

gard  himself  as  on  anything  like  a  foot-  Medical  and  Surgical  Association,  as 

ing  of  equality  with  the  soul  curer;  well  as  the  resolutions  that  were  passed 

and  tis  for  the  squire,  or  the  great  man,  there,  might  satisfy  us  ofthe  dim  medium 

or  great  men  of  the  district,  they  are  through  which  even  our  foremost  men, 

truly  a  sort  of  dii  major es  to  the  village  our  leaders  in  the  country,  see  the  Me- 

^sculapius,  not  to  be  looked  at  without  dical  Bill.    Dr.  Hastings,  for  instance, 

awe  and  reverence,  and  whose  sove-  said  that  the  Provincial  Medical  and 

reign  will  and  pleasure  are  to  be  re-  Surgical  Association  had    asked  Sir 

ceived  as    the   decrees  of  inevitable  James  Graham  to  bring  in  a  Medical 

destiny.  Bill,  and   he   had  done   so    shortly 

In  London  we  do  not  accept  this  afterwards. 

Medical  Bill  more  than  we  ever  do  any-  We  are  almost  tempted  to  exclaim  « 
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Sancia  timplicitat !  but  that  it  would  cine ;  and  instead  of  getting  nothing 
look  disrespectful.  The  truth,  never-  from  the  young  men  educated  at  the 
theless,  is,  that  Sir  James  Graham  only  University  there,  it  will  rise  into  the 
brought  in  the  Medical  Bill  when  he  licensing  body,  and  put  money  in  its 
could  keep  it  out  no  longer,  and  after  coffers,  by  which  it  will  of  course  ba- 
the kibe  on  his  heel  hnd  been  repeatedly  come  great  and  powerful, — money, 
galled  by  the  sharp  toe  of  Mr.Macaulay,  which  is  the  grand  let  or  hindrance  to 
the  representative  of  the  interests  of  the  a  man's  getting  into  the  kingdom  of 
University  and  College  of  Surgeons  of  heaven,  being  the  one  thing  needful 
Edinburgh, — a  deputation  from  the  for-  to  securing  consideration  upon  earth, 
mer,  and  the  President  of  the  latter  of  Aberdeen'  and  St.  Andrew's  having 
which,  had  been  in  London  some  few  given  up  trading  in  degrees,  will  be 
weeks  before,  urging  the  thing  on  empowered  to  make  bachelors,  as  they 
through  their  reprcsentive.  Sir  James  have  heretofore  made  doctors,  of  medi- 
Graham  seems  to  have  had  an  instinc-  cine ;  and  as  a  rose  by  any  other  name 
tive  dread  of  the  difficulty  and  opposi-  would  smell  as  sweet — that  is,  as  a 
tion  he  was  to  encounter  in  legislating  bachelor's  money  will  weigh  as  heavy 
for  the  medical  profession,  and  unques-  &s  a  doctor's,  they  are  silent, 
tionably  hung  fire  as  long  as  he  pos-  The  Irish — the  great  body  of  the 
sibly  could.  Irish  medical  profession,  we  mean-* 

When  we  travel  beyond  the  English  are  like  the  Spaniards  on  the  political 

counties,  and  look  t6   Scotland,   we  map  of  Europe— nowhere.    The  Apo- 

should  sny  that  the  Edinburgh  people,  thecaries'  Company  of  Dublin  are  ut- 

in  their  anxiety  to  put  an  extinguisher  terly  mute,  though  their  existence  is 

on  the  poor  Apothecaries'  Company —  threatened :  have  they,  like  good  mo- 

for  which  it  is  notorious  they  entertain  dem  Romans,  made  shrift  of  their  sins, 

the  most  sovereign  contempt,  mingled  and  so  prepared  themselves  to  die  ?   or 

with  a  large  measure  of  dislike — seem  do  they  sit,  like  worthy  old  Romans, 

ready  to  make  sacrifice  of  everything ;  in    their    curule    chairs,    composedly 

of  the  independence  of  their  ancient  waiting  the  mandate  of  the  Home  Se< 

University,*  the  Academia  Jacobi  VI.  cretary  that  is  to  dispatch  them?  or, — 

Regit,  which  has  turned  out  so  many  and  this  is  not  so  classical  a  simile, — 

doctors  upon  the  world  j  of  the  College  do  they  admit  themselves  useless,  and, 

of  Surgeons,  which  is  an  old  and  re-  like  the  cur  in  the  same  predicament, 

spectable  institution,  though  its  new  think  it  not  worth  while  even  to  snap 

building  has  got  the  dry  rot  in  its  tim-  at  the  rope  that  is  to  hang  them  P  They 

bcrs,  and  its  funds  are  affected  with  a  certainly  comport  themselves  very  dif- 

perfect  diabetes,  the  outgoings  far  ex-  ferently  from  the  Worshipful  Society 

ceeding  the  incomings.    The  cry  in  the  on  this  side  the  herring  pond,  who, 

north  is  unquestionably  for  the  needful  with  their  *'  Statements,"  and  "  Ad- 

—  rem,  quocunque  modo,  rem  !  dresses,"  and  advertisements  in  all  the 

The  Glasgow  folks  say  little.    The  daily  papers,    might   not  inaptly  be 

University  there  has  never  had  great  likened  to  the  pig  on  the  morning  of 

celebrity  as  a  medical  school,  though  its  demise,  which  very  certainly  lets  all 

it  is  an  old  and  worthy  place.    In  fact,  the    neighbourhood     know    what    is 

Glasgow  profits  largely  by  the  proposed  going  forward.— But  we  must  not  be 

measure  of  medical  enactment.     Its  tempted  into  the  light  vein  upon  that 

Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  which  is  really  so  serious;  and  so  we 

will  become  a  Royal  College  of  Medi-  close  our  lucubrations  for  the  present. 


296  MISS  MARTINEAU  ON  MESMERISM. 

MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION.  ADVEjRTISEMfiNTS  OF  QUACK 

We  liave  little  since  our  last.    A  meet-  MEDICINES. 

ingofthe  medical  practitioners  residing  The  Editor  of  the  Maidstone  Gazette 

withm  the  Hundred  of  Blackburn,  was  has  fallen  foul  of  us  most  unhand- 

heldon  Wednesday  last,  and  resolutions  somely,  as  we  think,  for  merely  ill us- 

of  the  usual  tenor  were  passed.     The  trating  one  of  the  great  difficulties  in 


— ^--  .■•  "•  — :  "•;"  *---^* — "*  ^"-  raeaicines,  rrom  nisown  columns,    wc 

notwiththecunstitutionofiheonepro.  meant  no  hing  offensive  to  the  editor 

posed  J  desired  to  record  the  strongest  {„  doing  so,  nor  did  we  insinuate  th  .t 

^eling  of  hostility  to  thut  part  of  the  he  was  guilty  of  any  moral  delinquency 

Bill  which  annulled  all  restrictions  on  in  inserting  such  advertisements  ;  it  is 

imquahfied    prachtioners  ;     expressed  customary  to  find  them  hi  all  news- 

the  most  clear  and  decided  conviction  papers.    He  says  we  made  too  many 

that    restrictive    nieasures    are    indis-  of  them  :  we  always  believed  that  du^ 

pensable  alike  in  justice  to  the  public  ^as  paid  to  government  according  to 

and  the  profession,  and  that  the  Apothe-  the  diversity  of  items  advertised,  and 

caries  Company,  by  the  course  of  study  reckoned  them  accordingly  ;-that  the 

they  had  required,  had  done  more  to  ..silent  Friend"  was  one  thing,  the 

elevate  the  profession  than  any  other  "Cordial  Balm  of  Syriacum"  a  second, 

corporate  body.                              .  .  aud  the    "  Purifying  Specific  Pills"  a 

A  meeting  of  the  medical  practitiori.  ^hird.   But  in  this  we  mav  be  mistaken  > 

crs  of  the  town  of  Wamnglon  was  held  ^.^  ^^^  q^j^e  sure,  nevertheless,  that  if 

at  the  Dispensary,  on  Tuesday  evening.  ,,  ^  ^^vers  the  duty  to  government 

Nov.  22d,  to  take  into  considenition  Sir  ^n  these  three  items,  the  price  of  one 

James    Graham  s   proposed   Bill -Dr.  ordinary  advertisement  does  not  pay 

li^endnck  m  the  Chair;  and  after  re-  f^^  jhe  half-column  which  their  an- 

Bolutions  expressive  of  satisfiction  with  nouncement  occupies  in  the  Maidstone 

those  provisions  which  were  calculated  Gazette.    In  so  far  as  the  revenue  of 

to  improve  the  character  of  the  profes.  ,he  thing  goes,  we  are  sorry,  for  the 

sion,  to  raise  the  standard  of  the  educa-  editor's  sak?,  that  the  three  columns  of 

tion  of  Its   xnembere,   to   esfablvsh   a  ,^^1,  advertisements,  which   we  find 

Central  Council  of  Health  and  the  re-  ^^  j,,g         number  of  thepaper  in  which 

ystenng  of  all  legally  authorized  me-  ^^  are  so  unhandsomely  handled,  is  not 

aical  practitioners, -they  regretted  that  fo^^  columns,  as  we  think  it  must  have 

the  Bill  should  allow  mere  pretenders  y^^^  i„  ^he  preceding   nomber,  from 

to  impose  upon  the  public,  and  tamper  ^.^jeh  we  gave  the  particular  heads, 

with  the  health  of  the  people,  and  ex-  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^her  point  upon  which  the 

pressed  their  opinion   that   a   clause  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^s^  that  is  entirely  be- 

should  be   added    for  the  purpose  of  twecn  us  anil  the  individual  referred  to. 

effectually  and  speedily  checking  all  

illegal  and  unqualified  practice. 

Dr.  Kendrick  and  Mr.  Sharp  were  MISS  MAITTINEAU  ON  MESMERISM, 

requested  to  confer  with   Mr.   Black-  AND  MESMERISM  AT  THE 

burne.  Member  for  the  Borough,  and  SANATORIUM. 

Mr.  Patten,  Member  for  the  County,  _,          •  ..    r>          1  i-      •      c  ^*u: 

on  the  objectionable  clauses  and  defi!  The  spintofprosclyiismisafinethinp; 

ciencies  of  the  Bill,  and  a  conversation  ^^«  world  woifld  probably  be  a  very  dull 

ensued  as  to  the  best  means  of  obtain-  J»^?<^«  Z'^}"?^^  '^'  The  grand  objection  to 

ing  the  objects  sought  for.     It  was  Uis,  that  it  is  commonly  displayed  on 

finally    resolved,    tlSt    this    mi  cling  matters  which  are  really  of  no  moment 

pledges  itself  collectively  and  indivS  in  themselves;  which  are  tnfl6s both  to 

Sualfy  to  further  the  objects  of  the  fociety  and  individiials  5  in  fact,  though 

petition,  bv  using  their  personal  influ-  ^^^  ^'^^^  and  individuals  common  y 

ince  with  'the  Members  of  Parliament  ^"^"&^  ^o^*'  »^  ^^fP  ^^^^^^^^  ^°  *"g^^y 

in  the  neighbourhood,    and    through  'n/ffnifymg  a  medium  that  persuasion 

their  frienili  who  may  have  influence  ^^"^«^  paramount  importance  becomes 

with  those  at  a  distance.  »  ^^'^^^  °^  (^'>^V  ^  revelation  both  on 

outward  and  internal  evidence.     Miss 

—  Martineau  had  been  long  an  invalid ; 
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■he  was  held,  we  believe,  to  have  been  pcrate.    My  kind  and  vigilant  medical 

labguring  under  organic  disease  of  the  friend,  —  the    mo^t  sanguine    man    I 

uterus,  yet  happily  the  malady  seemed  know,  and  the  most  bent  upon  keeping 

slow  in  its  progress,  and  if  it  confined  his  patients  hopeful,  —  avowed  to  me 

her  to  her  room,  it  apuearcd  to  abate  last  Christmas,  and  twice  af:erwards, 

little  or    nothing  of   ner  intellectual  that   he  found   himself  compelled  to 

energy.    We  have  at  leiist  one  delight-  give    up    all    hope    of    affecting    the 

ful  work  from  the  able  pen  of  Harriet  disease,—of  doing  more  than  keeping 

Martineau  since  she  became  a  sufferer —  roe  up,  in  collateral  respects,  to  the 

we  allude  to  "Life  in  the  Sick-Room"  highest  practical  point.     This  was  no 

— a  book  full  of  exalted  philosophy,  surprise  tome;   for  when  any  specific 

teeming  with  the  truest  spirit  of  piety  meaicine  is  taken  for  above  two  years 

and  philanthropy.    The  disease  of  our  without  affecting  the  disease,  there  is 

gifted    countrywoman,    thank    God !  no  more  ground  fur  hope  in  reason 

seemed  slow  to  kill,  and  finally— and  than    in    feeling.     In    June    last,    1 

here  we  agaiir  say,  thanks  be  to  God  !  —  suffered  more    than   usual,  and    new 

it  seemed  to  have  come  to  a  stand  still,  measures  of  alleviation  were  resorted 

**  This  is  not  the  place  in  which  to  to.     As  to  all  the  essential  points  of 

give  any  details  of  disease,"  says  Miss  the  disease,  I  was  never  lower  than 

Martineau,  (Atheneum, Nov.  23rd)  "it  immediately   before    I  made  trial    of 

will  be  sufficient  to  explain  briefly,  in  or-  Mesmerism." 

der  to  render  my  story  intelligible,  that        Few  medical  men  of  any  experience 

the  internal  disease   under   which    I  will  have  the  slightest  difficulty  in  per- 

have  suffered   appears  to  have    been  fectlv    comprehending    the    state    so 

coming  on  for  many  years ;   that  after  graphically  described  by  the  sufferer, 

warnings  of  failing  health,  which  I  It  is  seen,  every  day  in  women  at  the 

carelessly  overlooked,   I  broke  down  turn  of  life;  and  the  grand  mistake  that 

while  travelling  abroad,  in  June  1839  $  is  ever  committed  in  reeard  to  it  is  to 

— that  I  sank  lower  and    lower  for  look  on  mere  functional  derangement, 

three  years  after  my  return,  and  re-  accompanied  by  pain  and  excessive  dis- 

maincd  nearly  stationary  for  two  more,  charge,  as  oiganic  disease — as  cancer  or 

preceding  last   June.      During  these  polypusof  the  uterus.    We  are  not  fond 

five  years,  I  never  felt  wholly  at  ease  of  putting  our  brethren  in  the  wrong 

for  one  single  hour.-    I  seldom  had  in  the  Medical  Gazette  ;  but  if  Miss 

severe  p:  in  ;  but  never  entire  comforts  Martineau's  case  were  diagnosticated 

A  besetting  sickness,  almost  disabling  as  either  cancer  or  polypus,  and  she 

me  from  taking  food  for  two  years,  recovered,  even  with  the  assistance  of 

brought  me  very  low;   and,  togethet*  mesmerism,  without  a  separation,  natu- 

with  other  evils,  it  confined  me  to  a  rally  or  artificially  brought  about,  of 

condition  of  almost  entire  stillness, — to  the  diseased  parts,  in  either  case,  the 

a  life  passed  between  my  bed  and  my  first  position  we  take  up  is  that  hef 

sofa.      It  was    not    till    after    many  medical  advisers  were  mistaken  in  their 

attempts  at  gentle  exercise  that  my  view  of  the  nature  of  her  malady ;  that 

friends  agreed  with  me  that  the  cost  the  disease  was  functional,  not  organic^ 

wastoosreat  for  any  advantage  gained:  and  that  the  pntient  would  have  re- 

and  at  length  it  was  clear  that  even  covered^ was  in  fact  recovering,  inde- 

^oing  down  one  ^ight  of  stairs  was  pendently  of  mesmerism.     There  are 

imprudent.    From  that  time  I  lay  still ;  curative  means  not  suspected  of  the 

and  by    means   of  this   undisturbed  vulgar,  of  sovereign  efficacy  in  such  a 

quiet,  and  such  an  increase  of  opiates  complaint  as  that  under  which  Miss 

as  kept   down  my  most    urgent  dis-  Martineau   laboured — regi    and    time, 

comforts,  I  passed  the  last  two  years  And  we  beg  to  assure  her  that  tfuri  ti 

with    less   suffering   than    the   three  vo  **  specific  medicintf^  for  the  malady 

preceding.     There  was,  however,  no  with  which  she  appears  to  have  been 

favourable  change  in  the  disease.  Every-  mistaken^    supposed  to  be   affected^ 

thing  was  done  for  me  that  the  best  nor  yet  for  that  with  which  she  was 

medical  skill  and  science  could  suggest,  probably  affected  in  fact— or  if  there  be, 

and  the  most  indefatigable  humanity  K  is  a  combination  of  the  very  remedies 

and  family  affection  de\  ise :  but  nothing  under  the  proloD£;ed  use  of  which  she 

could  avail  beyond  mere  alleviation,  has  most  nappily,  as  she  says  been 

^ly  dependence  on  opiates  was  des-  *' restored  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  active 
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days,  and  nights  of  rest,  to  the  full  use  deemed  of  an  incurable  nature,  was 

of  her  power  of  body  and  mind  :"  the  believed  to  require  extirpation.    The 

remedies  alluded  to  are  rest  and  time,  patient,  however,  having  friends  among 

Much  of  course  will  be  made  of  Miss  the  mesmerists,  they  wished  that  she 

Marti neau's  case  by  the  mesmerists^  should  enter  the  hospital  on  the  under- 

it  is  a  successful  one ;    it  will  be  put  standing  that  they  should  be  allowed 

into  the  mouth  of  rumour  with  the  to  practice  upon  her,  as  well  as  the  sur- 

hundred  tongues,  and  bruited  over  the  geon  under  whose  immediate  charge 

length  and  breadth  of  the  land.    We  she  w^as  to  be  placed.     This  was  oo- 

do  not  observe  that  our  friends  the  mes-  jected  to  on  the  part  of  the  surgeon, 

merists  are  more  candid  than  other  en-  who,  as  officer  of  a  public  institution, 

thnsiasts  and  proselyte-makers ;    when  did  not  feel  himself  warranted  in  coun- 

they   fail  they  say    nothing  of  their  tenancing  any  procedure  in  the  efficacy 

failures ;  they  are  only  loud  when  they  of  which  he  did  not  believe,  and  which 

succeed;  like  the  lithotomists  of  old,  who  was  matter  of  dispute  with  the  pro^ 

vaunted  loudly  enough  their  fortunate  fession  at  large.    He  had  no  objections 

issues,  but  left  the  sod  undisturbed  that  to  the  mesmerisers  exercising  their  art 

covered  the  dead  men's  ashes.     The  on  the  patient ;   the  breast  ought  to  be 

mesmerists  tell  us  of  the  cases  in  which  removed ;    he  was  ready  to  remove  it, 

limbs  have  been  amputated  and  breasts  the  patient  being  in  the  mesmeric  sleep ; 

removed  without  the  privity  of  the  pa-  but  he  would  not  commit  his  public 

tient ;  thev  say  nothing  of  the  cases  in  office  to  a  measure  the  efficacy  of  which 

which  their  pattei  and  manoeuvres  had  was  generally  discredited, 

no  influence  in  diminishing  pain  or  The  patient  was  therefore  removed 

locking  up  the  senses  in  unconscious-  to  the  Sanatorium ;   she  was  well  mes- 

ness.     A  case  of  this  kind,  however,  merised,  and  Mr.  Amott  removed  the 

has  just  occurred  at  the  Sanatorium,  breast.     The  operation  was  performed 

and  we  who  are  no  mesmerists  venture  with  rapidity  and  precision  ;   yet  not 

to  make  it  known  in  its  seneral  features :  without  the  poor  patient  giving  suffi- 

Admission  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital  ciently  obvious  and  distressing  mdica- 

was  sought  for  a  patient  afiected  with  tions,  both  by  movement  and  voice,  of 

a  disease  of  the  mamma,  which,  as  being  the  pain  she  endured. 
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To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
I  LOSE  no  time  in  appearing  at  the  tribunal    review,  supplying  the  omissions,  which  I 
before  which  your  reviewer  has  summoned     have  marked  in  italics. 


me,  and  boldly  plead  "  not  guilty'*  to  the 
charge. 

Before  I  enter  formally  upon  my  defence, 
I  must  request  the  favour  of  your  placinfr 
side  by  side  the  passages  quoted  in  the 


Taylor  (p.  21.) 

"  Habit,  it  is  well  known,  diminishes  the 
effect  of  certain  poisons : — thus  it  is  that 
opium,  when  frequently  taken  by  a  person, 
loses  its  effect  after  a  time,  and  requires  to  be 
administered  in  a  much  larger  dose.  Indeed, 
confirmed  opium  eaters  have  been  enabled 
to  take  at  once,  a  quantity  of  the  drug  which 
would  have  infallibly  killed  them,  had  they 
commenced  with  it  in  the  first  instance. 
Dr.  Christison  has  remarked  that  this 
influroce  of  habit  is  chiefly  confined  to 
poisons  derived  from  the  organic  kingdom ; 
and  1  quite  agree  with  him,  in  thinking  that 
the  stories  related  of  arsenic  eaters,  and 
corrosive  sublimate  eaters,  are  not  to  be 
credited.  There  i$  no  proqfthat  any  human 
being  hoe  ever  accustotned  himte(ff  by  Jiabitj 
to  take  these  tubttancea  in  doses  that  would 
prove  poisonous  to  the  generaliiy  qf  adults. 
The  only  Jbrm  in  ufhieh  I  have  hnoum  the 


Guy  (p.  401.) 

**  Habit.^Tha  has  the  effect  of  diminish- 
ing  the  influence  of  poisons  derived  from 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  but  of  increasing 
that  of  mineral  poisons.  Thus,  while  opium, 
alcohol,  and  tobacco,  lose  their  effect  by 
repetition,  and  may  be  taken  at  length 
in  doses  which  would  poison  a  man  not 
accustomed  to  their  use,  arsenic  and  the 
preparations  of  mercury  produce  more 
effect  the  longer  they  are  taken.  7b  this 
general  rule,  however,  there  are  marked 
exceptions ;  for,  on  the  one  hand,  digitalis 
and  strychnia,  like  arsenic  and  mercury, 
have  a  cumulative  ^eci ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  the  less  deadly  mineral  poisons,  such 
as  zinc  and  antimony,  may  be  taken  by 
healthy  persons  in  continually  increasing 
doses.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  even  those  substances  to  the  action  of 
which  the  system  most  readily  adapts  itself. 
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ptetti^n  qf  habit  to  be  raiied  in  medical 
Jurutprudenee  tt  thi»:  whether  while  the 
more  prominent  tffeete  qf  the  poison  are 
thereby  diminithed,  the  intidiona  or  latent 
tffeete  on  the  eonetitution  are  at  the  tame 
time  eounieraeted.  The  anawer  i$  qf  aome 
hnportaneein  relation  to  theaubject  qflife- 
inanranee  :'-'Jorthe  eoneeahnent  qf  the  prac- 
tice qf  optum-eating  by  an  inanred  party 
haa  already  given  riae  to  an  action,  in 
which  medical  evidence  on  thia  aubfeet  waa 
rendered  neceaaary.  As  a  general  principle 
we  must  admit,  that  habit  cannot  altogether 
counteract  these  insidions  effects  of  poisons ; 
bat  that  the  practice  of  taking  them,  is  liable 
to  giye  rise  to  disease,  or  impair  the  con- 
ititotion." 

I  would  submit  these  passages  to  the 
candid  judgment  of  your  readers,  and  ask 
whether  they  can  detect  anything  approach- 
ing to  plagiarism  in  that  extracted  from  my 
work.  Both  passages  treat  of  femiliar  facts, 
both  of  them  use  familiar  illustrations ;  but 
here  the  resemblance  ceases.  The  entire 
passage  is-  not  only  widely  different  from 
that  quoted  from  Mr.  Taylor's  Manual,  bat 
though  brief,  may  fkirly  claim  to  be  more 
full,  more  definite,  and  as  far  as  originality  is 
possible  in  such  a  matter,  more  original. 

Christison  (p.  28.) 

'*  On  the  contrary,  the  tendency  of  hdbU 
when  it  does  affect  their  energy,  is,  with  a 
lew  exceptions,  to  lessen  it.  By  the  force  of 
habit  a  person  may  take  without  immediate 
harm,  such  enormous  quantities  of  some 
poisons  as  would  infallibly  kill  an  unpractised 
person,  or  himself  when  he  began.  There 
have  been  opium-eaters  in  this  country,  who 
took  for  days  together,  ten  ounces  of 
Jaudanum  daily." 

In  contrasting  these  two  paragraphs,  I  am 
far  from  wishing  to  bring  against  Mr.  Taylor 
the  odious  accusation  which  has,  in  my  own 
case,  been  built  npon  so  slender  a  foundation. 
I  merely  contend,  that  there  is  a  much 
closer  resemblance,  both  of  matter  and 
words,  between  these  two  passages,  than 
between  those  of  which  you  hate  made,  as 
I  think,  so  mistaken  a  use.  If  I  am  to  be 
condemned  on  such  grounds,  Mr.  Taylor 
cannot  escape  your  censure ;  but  the  impu- 
tation would  be  as  unjust  in  the  one  case  as 
in  the  other. 

Before  I  leave  this  part  of  my  defence,  I 
cannot  but  express  my  regret  that  the  passage 
of  which  a  part  only  was  extracted  fkt>m  my 
work,  had  not  been  quoted  in  full.  The 
parts  that  have  been  omitted  are  precisely 
those  which  give  a  character  of  individuality 
to  the  entire  extract.  In  reference  to  this 
part  of  the  charge,  I  have  only  to  add  my 
unqualified  denial  of  the  justice  of  the  impu- 
tation it  is  intended  to  convey. 


produce  permanently  injurious  effects  on  the 
system.  Thua,  alcohol  cauaea  diaeaae  qf  the 
lunya,  liver,  kidneya,  and  brain:  tobacco, 
however  frequently  repeated,  atill  excitea 
the  circulation,  and  opium  raiaea  the 
apirita,  and  givea  inereaaed  activity  to  the 
mind." 


If  such  very  distant  resemblance  as  cxtstf 
between  the  opening  of  these  two  paragrapha 
is  to  be  taken  as  proof  of  plagiarism,  no 
author  who  has  ever  written  can  hope  to 
escape  from  such  a  charge.  I  would  illus- 
trate this  position  by  placing  side  by  side  a 
part  of  the  above  passage  from  Mr.  Taylor's 
Manual,  and  a  short  paragraph  from  the 
standard  work  of  Dr.  Christison. 


Taylor  (p.  21.) 

'*  Habit,  it  is  well  known,  diminishes  the 
effect  of  certain  poisons :— --thus  it  is  thai 
opium,  when  firequenUy  taken  by  a  person, 
loses  its  effect  altera  time,  and  requires  to  be 
administered  in  a  much  Urger  dose.  Indeed, 
confirmed  opium  eaten  have  been  enabled 
to  take  at  once  a  quantity  of  the  drug  which 
would  have  infallibly  killed  them  had  they 
commenced  with  it  in  the  first  instance." 

I  shall  now  examine  seriatim  the  principal 
accusations  brought  sgainst  me  by  the 
reviewer,  and  I  shall  use  my  best  endeavoun 
not  to  misunderstand  or  misstate  them.  It 
appears  that  my  accuser  had  no  sooner 
dipped  into  my  work,  thsn  he  "  became 
strongly  possessed  with  the  idea,  that  he  had 
already  read  the  book;  the  very  turn  of 
the  language  and  phrases  employed,  struck 
familiarly  on  his  eye,"  "every  illustration 
seemed  as  ftimiliar  to  him  as  the  lace  of  an 
old  friend,"  and  he  exclaimed,  **  we  have 
read  all  this  before."  He  then  proceeds  to 
confirm  his  impressions  by  placing  the  two 
books  before  him,  and  conning  them  "  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  page  by  page,"  and 
arrives  by  this  laborious  process  at  the  con- 
clusion, *'  an  apple  cleft  in  two,  is  not  more 
twin :  one  face,  one  voice,  one  habit,  and 
two  persons — a  natural  penpective,  that  is 
and  is  not !" 

I  cannot  hope,  by  a  simple  assertion,  to 
rebut  this  very  grave  accusation.     J  must^ 
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therefore,  at  tlie  risk  of  oocupymg  more 
Rfmoe  in  your  valuable  pages  than  you  can 
well  afford  me,  and  of  wearying  your  readers, 
beg  permissiou  to  contrast  two  passages 
treating  of  the  same  subject,  that  your 
readers  may  judge  for  themselves,  by  a  single 
example,   of  this  asserted  resemblance  of 

Taylor  (pp.  19  and  20.) 

**  Thus  then,  I  think,  we  may  draw  these 
conclusions : — 1 .  That  the  remote  influence 
of  poisons  is  sometimes  conveyed  through 
the  medium  of  the  blood.  2.  That  it  may 
be  conveyed  by  contact  with  the  sentient  ex- 
tremities of  nerves,  probably  of  the  gan- 
glionic system.  3.  That  some  poisons  may 
act  in  both  ways  at  different  times."  *'  Those 
who  ad?ocate  the  theory  of  absorption,  in 
opposition  to  that  of  sympathy,  suppose 
that  they  thereby  account  for  the  cause  of 
death  ;  but  nothing  can  be  more  unfounded. 
Admitting  that  every  poison  entered  into  the 
blood,  it  would  yet  remain  to  be  explained 
bow  it  operated  when  there,  to  destroy  life. 
Whether  the  poison  be  in  the  midst  of  the 
blood  in  an  external  wound,  or  circulating  in 
an  artery  or  vein,  it  kills,  and  the  last 
mentioned  theory  has  at  least  the  advantage 
of  affording  an  analogical  explanation  of  the 
mode  in  which  the  fotal  impression  is  con- 
veyed, in  the  two  cases." 

These  are  solitary  passages,  but  I  am 
wUling  that  the  entire  chapters  from  which 
they  are  taken  should  be  compared,  and  I 
confidently  assert  that  in  style,  arrangement, 
mode  of  illustration,  and  general  views, 
there  is  as  marked  a  difference  as  it  is 
possible  to  meet  with  in  any  two  authors 
writing  On  the  same  subject,  and  consulting 
the  same  authoritiea.  The  arrangement  of 
the  chapter  is  as  nearly  as  possible  that 
sanctioned  by  the  high  authority  of  Dr. 
Christison,  from  which  1  saw  no  good  reasoa 
materially  to  depart. 

I  am  far  from  laying  great  stress  on  a 
comparison  of  isolated  passages,  and  I 
should  not  attach  much  importance  to  a 
score  of  them ;  but  a  single  comparison 
may  serve  to  show  the  injustice  of  the  sweep  • 
ing  censure  of  the  reviewer.  It  is  something 
to  prove  my  Independence  even  in  a  single 
instance  {  and  1  am  sure  that  any  one  who 
will  take  the  pains  to  contrast  Mr.  Taylor's 
view  of  the  mochu  operandi  of  poisons  with 
my  own.  will  admit  that  there  is  as  much 
difference  in  the  style,  arrangement,  and 
conclusions,  as  the  most  captious  critic 
could  desire. 

Following  my  reviewer  step  by  step« 
I  must  now  correct  an  error,  which,  though 
unimportant  in  itself,  is  thrown  into 
the  scale  against  me.  *'  We  remember," 
be  ssys,  '*  Mr.  Taylor  deeply  versed  in 
medico  legal  lore,  when  Dr.  Guy  could  have 
>>een  little  more  than  a  8ch6ol-boy-*-nothing 


style  and  matter.  They  both  refer  to  the 
modtu  operandi  of  poisons,  and  I  select 
them  because  the  extract  from  my  own  work 
is  taken  from  the  very  chapter  which  con- 
tains the  passage  already  cited,  and  is  sepa- 
rated from  it  only  by  two  pages. 

Guy  (p.  399.) 

"  The  theory,  then,  of  the  absorption  of 
poisons,  and  their  application  by  means  of 
the  blood  to  the  organ  on  which  they  pro- 
duce their  fatal  effect,  is  one  firmly  es- 
tablished by  experiment,  and,  probably,  ad- 
mitting of  universal  application.  In  order 
to  prove  the  possibility  of  an  immediate 
effect  upon  the  nerves,  independent  of  ab- 
sorption, it  would  be  necessary  to  guard 
against  the  access  of  the  poison  to  the  lungs  ; 
and  if,  after  this  precaution,  the  effecta 
should  be  found  to  manifest  themselves  in 
less  than  three  or  four  seconds,  the  possibility 
might  be  admitted.  Till  such  an  experi- 
ment has  been  performed,  the  theory  of  ab- 
sorption must  be  held  to  explain  the  fatal 
effects  of  poisons,  and  the  theory  of  the 
action  of  poisons  by  sympathy,  or  in  other 
words,  through  an  influence  directly  com- 
municated by  the  nerves,  must  be  rejected." 


mort  than  a  medical  student,  certainly  ;'* 
and  he  then  proceeds  to  insinuate  that  hav- 
ing attended  Mr.  Taylor's  lectures  at  Guy's 
Hospital,  taken  copious  notes,  and  put  into 
tnccessfiil  practice  my  own  suggestions  for 
the  keeping  of  acommon- place  book,  (which, 
by  the  by,  are  most  strangely  and  per- 
versely misrepresented,)  I  have  concocted 
my  Third  Part  out  of  the  said  notes,  and  ex- 
tracts from  the  Manual,  with  some  few  in- 
terpolations from  Dr.  Christison's  work 
on  Poisons. 

Now  the  real  facts  of  the  case  are 
these.  Some  seventeen  yean  since,  Mr. 
Taylor  and  myself  were  fellow-pupils  at 
Guy's  Hospital,  in  attendance  upon  the 
eame  course  of  lectures.  He  was  my  senior 
both  in  years  and  standing  as  a  pupil,  but 
as  he  was  not  then  a  leanrer  on  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  I  did  not  at  that  time  enjoy 
the  advantage  of  hiainstmetions.  My  obli- 
gations to  Mr.  Taylor  ^re  of  a  much  more 
recent  date.  Some  of  your  readers  are 
aware  that  in  the  summed  session,  imme- 
diately succeeding  the  lamented  death  of  my 
{>redeoe8sor.  Dr.  Fergus,  Mr.  Taylor  de- 
ivered  a  coone  of  lectures  at  King's 
College.  These  lectures  I  attended,  but 
without  taking  notes.  I  had,  moreover, 
through  Mr.  Taylor's  kindness,  the  ad- 
ditional advantage  of  attending  a  course  of 
lufl  familiar  demonstrations  in  Toxicology,  at 
Guy's  Hospital,  and  of  theae  I  did  take  some 
very  short,  but  useful  notes,  referring  almost 
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ezclnsWely  to  the  testa  for  poiioiu.  To  lay  be  has  not  been  fortunate  in  this  respect,  I. 
that  I  have  not  profited  by  these  opportunities  have  been  ander  no  temptation  to  appro- 
would  be  to  convict  myself  of  inattention,  but  priate  his  discoveries.  I  certainly  was  not 
the  advantage  I  derived  from  them  was  not  aware  that  the  effect  of  the  application  of 
of  the  kind  supposed  in  the  review.  They  heat  to  the  arsenite  of  copper  was  claimed 
were  of  some  slight  assistance  in  the  pre-  by  or  for  Mr«  Taylor,  as  a  discovery  which 
paration  of  my  lectures,  but  they  form  no  required  acknowledgment  at  my  hands.  That 
part  of  my  work.  For  any  merit  which  property  of  the  arsenite  of  copper,  as  well 
either  may  possess,  1  am  chiefly  indebted  to  as  tiie  sublimation  of  the  metal  on  applying 
the  admirable  treatise  of  Dr.  Christison,  to  heat  to  the  mixture  of  that  substance  with 
which  I  have  acknowledged  my  obligations  charcoal,  is  stated  in  p.  264  of  Dr.  Chribti- 
in  the  preface,  and  by  very  numerous  quo-  son's  work.  I  was,  therefore,  under  no  neoes- 
tations  and  references  in  the  body  of  the  sityofresorting  to  the  Manual.  Tlie  oversight 
work.  These,  I  presume,  are  the  few  inter-  which  I  have  committed  proves  of  how  ilttle 
polations  to  which  the  reviewer  refers.  importance  I  deemed  the  test,  for  a  moment's 
If,  then ,  in  preparing  the  third  part  of  my  consideration  would  have  sufficed  to  show  that 
work  for  the  press,  I  have  laid  myself  under  a  ring  of  metal  could  not  be  procured  from  a 
obligations  to  Mr.  Taylor,  it  is  by  the  use  I  combination  of  arsenious  acid  with  a  base ; 
have  made  of  his  Manual.  Now,  I  not  only  and  tliat  this  is  a  mere  oversight  is  proved 
do  not  intend  to  deny  having  made  use  of  by  a  reference  to  page  465,  in  which  I  state 
Mr.  Taylor's  Manual  of  Medical  Jurispru-  that  arsenite  of  copper,  when  heated  with 
denoe,  but  I  make  no  secret  of  having,  as  I  charcoal,  yields  a  metallic  sublimate, 
was  bound  to  do,  used  it  extensively.  And  In  the  paragraph  which  immediately  fol- 
I  have  done  so  in  the  very  fece  of  a  tbr^t  lows  the  claim  of  originality  set  up  for  Mr.  - 
whichmight  have  well  deterred  a  timidperson  Taylor  relative  to  the  effect  of  heat  on  the 
from  touching  it.  I  knew  that  what  I  was  arsenite  of  copper,  the  reviewer,  with  a 
about  to  publish  would  have  to  undeigo  the  view  of  strengthening  his  position,  finds  fault 
ordeal  to  which  it  has  been  submitted,  that  with  me  for  not  correcting  a  deficiency  in 
it  would  be  minutely  scrutinised  with  a  Mr.  Taylor's  Manual  which  does  not  exist, 
view  to  discover  parallel  passages,  and  so-  I  presume  that  it  was  not  Mr.  Taylor's  in- 
called  plagiarisms,  snd  that  I  could  only  tention  to  save  his  readers  the  trouble  of 
escape  censure  by  foregoing  the  benefit  of  calculating  for  themselves  the  quantity  of 
Mr.  Taylor's  labours.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  any  one  of  the  salts  of  lead  that  must  have 
making  up  my  mind  to  the  course  I  should  existed  in  a  fluid  from  which  a  certain  num- 
adopt.  Mr.  Taylor's  work  abounds  in  valu»  her  of  grains  of  sulphuret  of  lead  have  been 
able  facts  which  have  come  under  his  own  procured.  The  calculation  is  not  of  sur- 
notice,  or  have  been  communicated  to  him  by  passing  difficulty,  the  necessary  data  are  to 
others,  and  in  cases  extracted  finom  the  Foreign  be  found  in  any  chemical  book,  and  I  should 
Journals.  The  tests  for  poisons  are  also  not  despair  of  being  able  to  work  any  prob- 
given  at  considerable  length,  and  with  much  lem  of  the  sort,  with  which  the  reviewer 
minuteness,  and  the  entire  subject  of  Toxi-  may  please  to  favour  me.  I  have  not  yet 
cology  is  treated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  quite  forgotten  the  aimple  rule  of  three,  nor 
make  a  frequent  reference  to  it  incumbent  am  I  altogether  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that 
upon  every  succeeding  writer  on  the  same  ''  the  question  in  a  case  of  poisoning  is 
subject.  Such  being  the  character  of  Mr.  never  as  to,  the  quantity  of  metallic  lead  in 
Taylor's  work,  I  should  have  been  charge-  a  salt,  but  as  to  the  quantity  of  the  poisonous 
able  with  neglect  if  I  had  not  made  use  of  salt  that  has  been  administered."  Such 
it.  Accordingly  I  have  quoted  several  cases,  stupidity  is  scarcely  to  be  expected  in  one 
with  due  acknowledgment,  and  that  I  might  who  has  the  gift  of  imitating  with  success 
display  my  obligation  to  the  full,  have  given  the  style  of  other  writers,  and  of  "  dis- 
him  the  credit  of  bringing  together  several  guising  the  parentage  of  his  matter,  arrange- 
cases  to  which  without  much  loss  of  ment,  and  conclusions." 
time  I  might  have  referred.  As  such  a  I  shall  take  this  last  sentence,  with  one 
course  might  have  laid  me  under  the  impu-  slight  addition,  as  embodying  the  substance 
tation  of  making  an  undue  use  of  another's  of  the  charge  brought  against  me.  I  am  ar- 
labours,  I  have  preferred  in  this,  as  in  many  raigned  for  using  the  words,  and  borrowing 
other  instances,  to  quote  the  author  who  the  matter,  arrangement,  and  conclusions  of 


guilty    of   omitting  the  due   acknowledg-  ment,  and  I  now  assert  my  innocence  as  to 

ment.     I  have  also  referred  to  Mr.  Taylor's  the  last  two.    The  arrangement  of  the  entire 

work  in  the  expectation  of  finding  additions  Part  coincides  very  closely  with  that  adopted 

to  our  tests  for  poisons,  which  it  would  be  by  Dr.  Christison,  and  has  been  little  influ- 

neoessary  to  notice;  but  as,  in  my  opinion,  enoed  by  my  per^    *    '  *'     "^^nylor's  work. 


aosr 


VACCINE  LYMPH, 


or  my  recollection  of  his  lectures.  That  of 
the  several  chapters  is  exactly  such  as  I 
have  adopted  in  the  first  two  parts  of  my 
work,  which  were  published  before  Mr. 
Taylor's  Manual,  and  the  order  in  which  the 
•everal  tests  are  placed  is  one  peculiar  to 
myself,  and  which  I  have  always  followed  in 
my  lectures.  The  conclnaions  at  which  I 
have  arrived  are  also  widely  different  from, 
and  sometimes  diametn(»lly  opposite  to, 
those  of  Mr.  Taylor.  If  it  had  been  possi- 
ble to  treat  the  faets  of  chemistry  as  sub- 
jects of  dispute,  or  to  display  originality  in 
chemical  equivalents,  I  should  have  had  a 
better  chance  of  escaping  the  censures  of  the 
reviewer;  but  unfortunately  the  difference 
between  one  author  and  another  in  treating 
such  matters  must  be  necessarily  very  slight. 
To  conclude,  1  have  no  wish  to  underrate 
my  obligations  to  Mr.  Taylor,  or  his 
Manual ;  but  I  do  most  emphatically  deny 
that  I  have  made  an  undue  use  of  the 
knowledge  which  I  have  derived  from  either. 
In  the  third,  as  in  the  two  former  parts,  I 
have  done  ample  justice  to  his  labours,  and 
have  not  intentionally  omitted  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  my  obligations  to  him.  I  repel 
with  indignation  the  unjust  charge  of  my 
reviewer,  and  accuse  him  of  treating  me 
with  gross  injustice.  He  has,  according  to 
his  own  statement,  resd  the  third  part  of 
ray  work  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  page 
by  page,  and  yet  he  has  the  shameless 
effrontery  to  state  that  it  is  nothing  more 
nor  less  then  a  condensation  or  abridgment 
of  the  corresponding  part  of  Mr.  Taylor's 
work.  He  has  examined  the  two  books  mi- 
nutely, but  has  wilfully  failed  to  discover 
in  them  any  difference  of  arrangement,  or 
any  opposition  of  sentiment.  Down  to  th4 
very  style  all  is  one  piece  of  unmitigated 
plagiarism.  He  has  not  thought  fit  to  no- 
tice the  wide  difference  between  the  views  of 
Mr.  Taylor  and  myself,  as  to  the  modm 
operandi  of  poisons,  nor  the  laborious 
analyses  of  cases  "  taken  at  the  source,  and 
not  at  second-hand,*'  and  establishing  gene- 
ral results  of  which  I  have  already  had  one 
opportunity  of  testing  the  importance.  The 
chapter  on  arsenic,  containing  the  moet  ez- 
tensive  analysis  of  cases  on  noord  ;  a  nsnr, 
and,  as  I  tfa4nk,  not  onimpoitmt  auggestioo 
ftr  distiagnishing  the  cmsts  of  arsenic  and 
•atimony ;  a  description  of  their  differences 
fimnded  upon  repeated  experiment,  and  cal- 
culated to  modify  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Taylor  concerning  theni,  and  a  strongly  ex- 
pressed doubt  of  the  value  of  one  of  the  few 
new  tests  proposed  by  him ;  is  not  even 
mentioned.  The  peculiar  and  distinct  ar- 
rangement of  the  tests  for  poisons,  and  in- 
deed every  indication  of  labour,  thought, 
and  originality  to  be  found  in  the  book,  is 
passed  oyer  in  studied  silence,  lest  it  should 
weaken  the  force  of  this  most  unjust  and 
odious  accusation. 


There  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion  as  itf 
the  extent  to  which  one  author  is  allowed 
to  make  use  of  the  work  of  another ;  but 
there  can  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the 
conduct  of  a  reviewer  who  thus  wilfully 
omits  every  qualification  of  a  charge  which 
a  sense  cf  justice  and  common  humanity 
alike  require  to  be  stated  with  all  its  limi- 
tations.  In  my  own  name,  and  on  behalf 
of  every  living  author,  I  protest  against  the 
course  which  your  reviewer  has  chosen  to 
adopt.  If  it  is  allowable  to  assert  with- 
out a  shadow  of  proof  that  e\en  the  very 
style  of  an  author  is  but  the  transcript  of 
some  contemporary  work,  what  shall  pre- 
vent this  charge  from  being  flung  back  with 
fearful  effect  at  the  reviewer  himself  ?  It  is 
not  the  least  inconvenience  of  anonymous 
writing,  that  while  it  exposes  an  innocent 
man  to  the  safe  attacks  of  an  enemy  or  a  ri- 
val, it  creates  suspicion  as  to  the  person  of 
the  writer  himself,  which,  if  the  review  is 
more  than  usually  severe  and  one-sided, 
never  fails  to  attach  to  the  party  who  may  be 
supposed  to  have  the  greatest  interest  in  the 
attack.  In  committing  one  injustice,  you 
open  the  door  for  a  thousand. 

I  have  now  obeyed  your  summons,  and  if 
what  I  have  written  is  of  inconvenient 
length,  I  would  remind  you  of  the  wide  dif- 
ference that  there  is,  and  must  be,  between 
an  accusation  and  a  defence.  I  request  the 
insertion  of  this  letter  as  an  act  of  justice, 
and  I  trust  that  you  will  not  deem  the  terms 
of  my  reply  stronger  than  the  occasion  war- 
rants. If  you  should  be  inclined  to  think 
them  uncourteous,  I  beg  you  to  peruse  once 
more  the  review  which  has  called  them  forth. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  A.  Gvr. 

15,  Bloomsbury  Square, 
Nov.  ISth,  1844. 

[We  are  very  far  from  having  any  desire 
to  put  Dr.  Guy  irrevocably  in  the  wrong ; 
on  the  contrary,  we  would  fain  see  him  place 
himself  in  the  right.  Did  his  explanation 
prove  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Tayksr  and  to  tfan 
profession,  we  sfaonld  not  be  behind-hand 
in  witiwii wring  the.  chargn  of  literary  phu 
giarisaa  made  in  onr  pages,  and  of  making 
Dr.  Gny  the  amende  in  behalf  of  our  re- 
yiewer. — Ed.  Gaz.] 


VACCINE  LYMPH. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 
I  HAVK  during  the  last  summer  experienced 
much  difficulty  in  obtaining  active  vnccine 
virus  ;  through  the  kindness  of  a  friend  I 
have  at  length  obtained  some,  with  which  I 
am  now  vaccinating  the  paupers  of  a  large 
parish.  The  effects  have  proved  very  satis- 
factory ^   the  vesicle  is  well  defined ;    the 
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snbseqiieDt  areola   eztensiTe ;  the  axillary 
glands  are  for  a  time  painful,  and  the  gene- 
ral  constitntional  symptoms  well   marked. 
My  object  in  addressing  you  is  to  state,  that 
having  now,  and  hoping  to  have  for  some 
time  to  come,  a  tolerably  good  supply  of 
this  lymph,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  furnish 
with  a  portion  of  it  any  of  your  readers 
who  may  choose  to  apply  for  it.     A  similar 
notice  inserted  in  the   Provincial  Medical 
and   Surgical  Journal  a  few  weeks  since, 
produced  me  sixty  applications.   Experience 
induces  me  to  suggest  to  those  gentlemen 
who  may  avail  themselves  of  this  offer,  that 
it  would  save  me  much  trouble,  and  some 
little  expense,   were  a  pre-pedd  envelope, 
I  ready  directed,  to  be  enclosed  to  me. 
I      It  is  very  desirable  that  the  inefficiency 
I  of  the  virus  supplied  of  late  by  the  Nationid 
i  Vaccine  Establishment,  Rupert  Place,  Fitz- 
roy  Square,  should  be  taken  up,  and  com- 
mented upon  in  the  way  which  its  impor- 
tance  deserves :  it  was  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint with  three  out  of  four  of  the  late  ap- 
plicants   for  lymph  ;    and  my   experience 
quite  coincides  with  theirs. 

Yours  obediently, 

Thos.  p.  Fxrnie. 
Kimbolton.,  Hants, 
Nov.  2Srd,  1844. 

[We  also  observe  by  Catper's  Wochen- 
sehrift,  of  Oct.  5th,  that  Dr.  Bremer,  Di- 
rector  of  the  Vaccine  Institution  of  Berlin, 
has  a  supply  of  original  lymph  from  the 
cow,  with  which  he  is  ready  to  furnish  ap- 
plicants  from  home  and  abroad  through 
post-paid  letters  addressed  to  him. — Ed. 
Gazittb.] 

LACERATION  OF  THE  RECTUS 
FEMORIS  MUSCLE. 

I  WAS  called  to  a  baker,  about  50  years  of 
age,  who  had  slipped  in  coming  down  a  stair 
with  a  measure  of  com  in  his  hands,  the 
edge  of  which,  in  the  effort  he  made  to  save 
himself  from  falling,  he  had  pressed  rather 
than  struck  violently  against  his  thigh  some 
abort  distance  above  his  knee.  He  only 
reached  his  home  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
dragging  the  injured  limb  behind  him.  On 
examining  it,  the  integument  and  bone  were 
found  uninjured,  but  there  was  a  distinct  gap 
or  depression,  1  inch  in  breadth,  and  by  ^ 
inch  in  length,  in  the  thigh,  over  the  knee : 
the  rectus  femoris  was  obviously  torn  through 
in  this  situation,  and  its  belly  lay  contracted 
upon  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  thigh.  The 
pain  was  trifling  even  when  the  limb  was 
flexed  and  extended,  but  the  patient  could 
neither  extend  his  limb  himself  nor  stand 
upon  it.  The  limb  was  put  into  a  position 
calculated  to  relax  the  muscles  in  front  of 
the  thigh  in  the  greatest  degree,  and  the 
belly  of  the  muscle  was  pressed  down  by 


means  of  bandaging  as  much  as  possible. 
Not  a  trace  of  inflammatory  reaction  super- 
vened, and  the  patient  was  soon  in  a  con- 
dition to  get  about  again  with  the  help  of  a 
stick  ;  by  and  by  he  recovered  completely." 
— Dr.  C,  Kohler,  Medicinische  Zeilung, 
No.  22,  1844. 


MELANCHOLIA  PUERPERALIS 
ATTONITA. 

A  FEMALE  in  her  first  confinement  had  the 
misfortune  to  overlie  her  four  d&ys  old  in- 
fant, and  in  addition  to  her  own  distress, 
was  scolded  unmercifully  by  her  husband,  a 
violent  man.     The  change  that  came  over 
the  poor  woman  was  so  great  and  sudden, 
that  on  my  entrance  into  the  room  I  saw 
death  in  her  features.     Her  consciousness 
was  intact,  she  had  no  fever ;  the  vegetative 
functions   appeared    all  to   be   unaffected ; 
but  the  expression  of  the  countenance  was 
sorrowful,  suffering,  and  yet  indifferent — 
indescribable,  but  which  once  seen  can  never 
be  forgotten.     My  unfavourable  prognosis 
was  not  believed  :  the  patient  was  comfort- 
able, and  they   sent  for  another  physician, 
who  prescribed  antiphlogistic  means,  appre- 
hensive of  puerperal  fever,  and  then,  when 
the  powers  of  life  began  suddenly  to  fail, 
cordial  and  stimulating  remedies ;  but  all  in 
vain  ;  in  three  days  the  patient  was  a  corpse. 
This  was  no  case  of  puerperal  mania,  nor 
yet  of  puerperal  typhus ;  the  cause  of  the 
mischief,  as  I  apprehend  it,  lay  in  a  kind  of 
paralysis  of  the  sensorium  commune;  not 
material,  but  mental,  and  striking  at  the  very 
roots  of  life.     I  saw  that  we  were  without 
means  of  dealing  with  so  serious  a  mental 
impression  as  had  here  been  made.  Although 
there  is  little  in  a  name,  yet  I  have  ventured 
to  propose  one  for  this  form  of  mental  dis-r 
ease ;  or  if  the  reader  prefers  it  he  may  say 
that  the  patient  died  of  a  broken  heart. — 
Dr,  LioHf  in  Casper* t  Wochenechr\ftfNo,  33. 

OVARIAN  DROPSY, 

DISCRAROINO  ITSELF  BY  THE  UMBILICUS. 

A  WOMAN,  28  years  of  age,  had  suffered  for 
two  years  \.  ith  dropsy  of  the  right  ovary. 
When  the  swelling  had  increased  to  a  great 
size,  the  parts  around  the  navel  began  to  get 
hard ;  the  navel  itself  projected,  and  finally 
gave  way,  upon  which,  and  for  a  long  time 
afterwards,  there  followed  a  discharge  of 
purulent  lymph,  accompanied  with  a  notable 
and  progressive  diminution  of  the  abdominal 
enlargement.  Shortly  after  her  recovery 
this  woman  married,  became  pregnant,  and 
gave  birth  to  a  strong  boy.  After  delivery 
the  abdomen  did  not  shrink  in  the  usual 
degree  ;  by  and  by,  on  the  contrary,  it  in- 
creased in  size  again,  which  increase  was 
found  owing  to  an  ovarian  dropsy,  which 
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went  on  aagmenting  in  f^xe,  and  at  lengitli 
terminated  in  tbe  formation  of  an  abscen 
as  on  the  formeroccasion. — Dr .Laiibrbchp, 
Midicmuke  Zeiiung,  No.  30,  1844. 

AMNESIA    COMPLICATING   ACUTE 

RHEUMATISM. 

A  ORNTJLBMA  N,  bj  exposnre  to  cold,  con- 
tracted a  fixed  rbenmatic  pain  in  tbe  neck, 
for  which  he  only  sought  aatiifltance  eight 
days  after  the  comroenctrment  of  the  attaclt. 
He  had  already  been  subject  to  rheumatiam, 
but  had  always  recovered  without  medical 
assistance  till  now.  He  was  ordered  dry 
cupping  over  the  part  affected,  and  fifteen 
drops  of  oolchicum  wine  erery  two  hours. 
He  was  also  desired  to  keep  himself  warm  ; 
but  baying,  instead  of  this,  exposed  himself 
anew  to  cold,  I  was  required  to  Yii^it  him 
seyeral  times  on  the  next  succeeding  days, 
on  aocojint  of  scTcral  new  and  rather  alarm- 
ing symptoms,  which  led  me  to  infer  a  me- 
tastasis of  the  rheumatism  to  the  mem- 
branes of  the  brain.  The  patient  could  only 
utter,  with  extreme  slowness,  and  stammer- 
ing all  the  while,  a  few  unconnected  word«, 
and  had  no  power  to  name  the  articles  of 
every -day  life  that  were  set  before  him,  such 
as  a  book,  a  knife,  a  pen,  &c. ;  the  patient, 
nevertheless,  could  write  their  names  down, 
and  appeared  perfectly  to  understand  all  the 
questions  that  were  put  to  him  concerning 
thedn.  When  the  name  of  any  thing  placed 
before  him  was  given  him,  he  oould  also  re- 
peat it  readily  enough.  The  moticms  of  the 
tongue  appeared  to  be  unaffected.    Hie  ap- 

SItcation  of  eight  cups,  with  scarification 
ebind  the  ears*  succeeded  by  a  blister,  com- 
pletely removed  this  condition.  Tbe  rheu- 
matism reappeared  in  the  neck,  and  required 
further  treatment. — Dr.  Linsbm,  in  iiBdu 
einUche  Zeitung,  No.  20,  1844. 

GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  John  Hilton,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  at  Guy's  Hospital,  has  been 
appointed  Assistant-Surgeon  to  that  Insti- 
tution, 

_  -  —     -        —   —  —  — 

NEW  GERMAN  WORKS. 

Fickel,  W.,  Scfaoonlein's  Klinck  u.  Lehr- 
metbode,  8vo.    Bauxen. 

Foerg,  A»»  Beitriige  zur  Kenntniss  v. 
innem  Ban  «les  menschlichen  Gehiras.  8vo. 
Stuttgart. 

Krohn,  A.,  Anatomisch  Physiologische 
Beobchtongen  iiber  die  Sagitta  Bipunctaria. 
4  to.    Hambvg. 

Oesterlen,  Fr.,  Uandb.  der  Heilmittellehre. 
8vo.    Tubingen. 

Osiander,  P.  F.»  UebammeDbucb.  2te. 
Attfl.  8vo.    Tubingen*' 

Osiander,  F.  P.,  Volksarzneimittel.  3te. 
AttfL  8vo.    Tubingen. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Gentlemen  who  hope  obtained  Certifteatea, 
Nov.  21. — John  Rider,  Crudgington,  Salop. 
— Charles  Joseph  Tomkins,  Abingdon, 
Berks. — Abraham  Haskins,  Wood  Villa, 
Staffordshire.  —  Frederick  Gaunt,  Aloe- 
church,  Worcestershire.  —  Henry  Smith 
Palmer. — ^Thomas  Watts,  Frampton,  Glou- 
cestershire.— Leopold  Beharrill  Fox,  Teign- 
onouth,  Devon. 

MORTALITY  OF  thb  METROPOLIS. 

Deathe  from  all  causes  registered  in  the 

week  ending  Saturday,  JViov.  16. 

All  Causes 1079 

9PBCIFI  ap  Causes 1069 

1.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagious)  Diseases,  965 ;  among 
which,  of— 

Small  Fax 51 

Measles  Si 

Scarlatina  84 

Hooping  Cough  91 

Croup  1 7 

Thrush    :  A 

Diarrhoea    n 

Dysentery  9 

Cholera    ft 

Influeoca j 

Ttphos    89 

II.— Dropsy,  CaucaKy.and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  ]0l ; 
among  which,  ot— 

Inflanmiation .«,  I 

Dropsy ^.,  9( 

Scrofula '  3 

Cancer., - 16 

Atrophy 7 

Debility 91 

Sudden  Deaths 17 

III.— Diseases  uf  tbe  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  154;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalos 95 

Apoplexy 94 

Paralysis 23 

Convulsions   47 

Insanity  1 

Delirium  Tremens  4 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Ornns  of  Respiration,  800; 
among  which,  of 

Pneumonia. lOI 

*     Hyd.othorax 9 

Asthma   18 

Phthisis  or  Consumption  ....  119 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  3ic. ...  93 

v.— Diseases  of  H«art  and  Blood-vessels  38 
VI  .—Diseases  of  the  Stomachic  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  63; 
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LBCTURES  knees  oommence  to  touch  eadi  other,  the 

Q^  y„g  malposition,  as  a  rule,  becomes  daily  in- 

NATURE     AND     TREATMENT     OF  otsased  in  proportion  to  the  extent  at  whi^^ 

&^ A  X  «^  n.«^    DEFORMITIES  "*  separated  from  each  other ;   the 

'      c«  greater  the  distance,  according  to  a  principle 

Delwered  at  the  Bloom$bury  Square  |^  mathematics,  the  more  powerful  will  be 

Institution,  ^^  effects  of  pressure  occasioned  by  the 

By  R.  W.  Tamplin,  F.R.C.S.E.  weight  of  the  body,  and  the  more  rapid  the 

Surgeon  to  the  Institution.  increase  of  the  deformity.    The  deformity 

^^___  is   non-congenital — at  least  I  have  nerer 

seen  a  congenital  case,  nor  can  I  imagine 
Dtfnrmitieeqfthe  knee-joint^Qenu  valgum  ^^^  j^  ^^^^  o^jj^^,  proyidcd  we  adroit  that 
or  knoek'knee^Genu  valgum  unih  out-  congenital  distortions  arise  from  malposition 
ward  inclination  of  the  oppoeite  knee^  j^  „^ro.  The  general  cause  is  debility,  and 
Genu  valgum  with  curvature  of  the  bonee.  the  specific  causes  the  effects  of  dentition, 
To-DAT,  gentlemen,  we  shall  proceed  to  the  the  various  eruptive  diseases  to  which  all 
consideration  of  the  deformities,  or  mal-  children  are  liable,  also  hooping-cough  (in 
positions,  to  which  the  knee-joint  is  liable  ;  children).  In  youth,  the  cause  generally 
the  first  or  most  simple  form  of  which  is  assigned  is  carrying  heavy  weights,  or  stand - 
that  known  by  the  name  of  genu  valgum,  or  ing  for  hours  in  one  position ;  but  although 
knock-knee.  This  deformity  is  met  with  at  these  are  perhaps  the  immediate  causes, 
all  ages,  from  infancy  to  maturity,  but  general  debility  is  the  primary  or  remote 
rarely,  if  ever,  in  the  prime  or  in  the  decline  one :  for  in  whatever  circumstances  of  life 
of  life — at  least  not  singly.  It  consists  in  a  we  meet  with  it — and  it  occurs  in  all,  but 
relaxation  and  elongation  of  the  internal  more  especially  in  the  lower  class — an 
lateral  ligament,  and  the  crucial  ligament  unhealthy  constitution  generally  exists,  or 
must  also  yield  more  or  less ;  for  in  the  has  done,  during  its  early  stage.  It  is  by 
healthy  or  normal  condition  of  the  joint  far  the  most  common  deformity  met  with, 
these  ligaments  admit  of  the  smallest  pos-  excepting  rachitic  curvature  of  the  bones, 
sible  amount  of  lateral  motion.  This  ap-  with  which  it  is  frequently  combined,  and 
pears  to  be  the  primary  condition ;  and  if  occurs,  as  I  have  said,  at  all  ages  up  to  the 
you  will  direct  your  attention  to  the  position  adult  stage.  It  exists  alone,  but  very  fre- 
of  the  joint,  and  observe  that  it  is  at  a  dis-  quently,  nay.  it  almost  invariably,  will  be 
tanoe  from  Uie  point  or  points  of  pressure  found  combined  with  the  tibia  and  fibula, 
in  walking  or  standing,  you  will  easily  per-  and  occasionally  the  femur  also,  thus  show- 
ceive  that  if  the  superincumbent  weight  of  ing  the  general  state  of  the  patient's  con- 
tbe  body  is  thrown  in  any  but  a  perfectly  stitution  :  occasionally  it  is  single,  or  con- 
straight  direction,  with  regard  to  the  axis  of  fined  to  one  of  the  knee-joints;  more  fre- 
the  joint,  if  the  tibia  on  which  the  femur  quently  it  is  double,  in  which  both  are 
rests  is  in  an  oblique  lateral  direction  instead  affected,  and  generally  one  more  severely 
of  a  perfectly  horizontal  one,  corresponding  than  the  other.  At  other  times,  it  is  com- 
with  the  articular  surfaces  of  the  condyles  bined  with  outward  inclination  of  the  other 
of  the  femur,  that  this  bone  must  pre«s,  knee-joint,  thus  giving  the  patient  a  most 
in  walking  or  standing,  in  an  indirect  and  curious  appearance  in  walking  of  one  joint 
abnormal  position,  producing  thus  mecba-  running  after  the  other,  the  two  joints 
nically  an  increase  of  the  deformity,  of  what-  forming  an  angle  more  or  less  acute.  It  is 
ever  kind  it  may  chance  to  be ;  and  when  very  frequently  combined  with  spurious 
the  foot  is  felt  to  incline  outwardly,  and  the  VBlgns,  which  owes  its  origin  to  the  oblique 
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position  of  the  articular  cavity  of  the  ankle-  arch  of  the  foot :  the  ligaments  connecting 
joint,  occasioning  a  constant  stretching  and  the  arch  (and  which  I  mentioned  to  you 
consequent  yielding  of  the  deltoid ,  or  internal  when  speaking  of  talipes  valgus) ,  also  stretch, 
lateral  ligament — tbe  pressure  being  exer-  and  allow  it  to  sink,  and  then  to  form  a  flat 
cised  on  the  inner  portion  of  the  transverse     foot,  (Fig.  1.)     In  the  early  stage,  then,  you 

Pio.  1. 


An  Illustration  of  knock-knees  taken  from  a  child  aj^ed  6  years,  in  which  the  eversion  and  flattening 

of  the  feet  was  most  severe,  as  may  be  observed. 

have  this  yielding  or  debility  of  the  ligaments  actually  produced.     I  have  been  consulted, 

of  the  knee  unattended  with  any  additional  from   this  very   circumstance,    by   parents 

obstacle ;    as  the  deformity  continues,  you  whose  children  bad  this  deformity.     They 

will  find  the  biceps,  flexor  femoris,  from  being  imagined  that  an  actual  enlargement  had 

constantly  somewhat  shortened,  ofier  more  taken  place,  whereas  the  appearance  arose 

or    less    resistance,   which    resistance    be-  from   the  cause  mentioned,  and  from   the 

comes   proportionably  increased  according  children  having  grown  rapidly  with  a  di- 

to  the  length  of  time  it  has  existed,  on  the  minished  development  of  the  muscular  sys- 

one  hand ;  the  state  of  health  of  the  patient  tem  generally.     There  is  also  an  enlargement 

on  tbe  other ;  so  that  even  in  children  you  of  the  tubercle  of  the  tibia  frequently  met 

will  And   this   muscle,   together  with    the  with,  and   occasionally  to   a  great  extent, 

fascia  lata,  to  which  the  vastus  externus  is  giving  it  the  appearance  of  an  exostosis,  and 

attached,  exceedingly  rigid  and  tense  upon  forming  quite  a  sharp  point  at  its  extremity, 

any  attempt  to  place  the  leg  forcibly  in  a  as  if  protruding  from  the  skin,  and  almost 

straight  line ;   the  whole  of  the  defoimity  leading  to  the  supposition  that  a  separation 

existing   independently   of,   and    unaccom-  of  the  epiphysis  bad  taken  place,  which  I 

panied  with,  any  disease  in  the  articulation,  cannot  imagine  actually  to  occur ;  nor  can  I 

ligaments,  or  muscles  attached ;  unless,  in-  divine  the  cause  ;  I  only  know  that  it  is  so, 

deed,  debility  be   considered  as  a  disease,  and  that  this  also  adds  to   tbe  deformed 

You  firequently  have,  also,  the  large  tumid  appearance,  and  frequently  occasions  more 

abdomen,  indicating  an  unhealthy  state  of  anxiety  to  the   parent  than  the  deformity 

the  secretion,  and  symptoms  of  mesenteric  itself.     It  is  not,  however,  of  any  moment, 

disease.     When  the  deformity  exists  to  any  only  requiring  to  be  protected  from  pressure 

extent,  the  internal  condyle  of  the  femur  during  the  treatment ;  for  I  need  not  tell  you 

pressing  much  inwardly,  the  leg  presents  an  that  a  spicula  of  bone  would,  with  a  very 

unsightly  appearance,  because  the  gastroc-  small  amount  of  pressure,  occasion  a  wound 

nemius  does  not  follow  the  position  alto-  in  the  skin.     The  tibia  and  fibula  will  le 

gether,  but  recedes  from  the  tibia  and  femur  found  conjointly  curved,  with  this  affection, 

on  the  internal  side,  and  passes  in  a  more  outwards,  forwards,  or  inwards ;  very  fre- 

direct  line  to  its  origin,  thus  giving  the  quently  the  last.     The  tibia  appears   per- 

intemal  condyle  of  the  femur  an  appearance  fectly  straight  in  its  two  upper  thirds,  and 

of  increased  size,  and  more  full  development  then  diverges  outwardly,  so  that  when  the 

than  is  natural :  this  effect  is  not,  I  believe,  knees  are  brought  into  their  proper  position 
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tbe  feet  will  remain  two  inches,  or  more,  knee;  acaseof  which,  in  the  adult,  is  now  in 
apart.  A  child  thus  affected,  excepting  only  thecharit7,and  of  whom  this  isthecast.  (Figs. 
on  the  first  onset,  presents  a  very  awkward  2&3.)Thisalsoocca8ions,attimes,increa8ed 
appearance,  and  walks  in  a  most  irregular  motion  in  the  spinal  column.  As  the  body 
and  unsteady  manner  of  necessity,  as  from  cannot  be  kept  in  an  erect  position,  except 
the  weakness  and  relaxed  condition  of  the  at  the  cost  of  the  spinal  column — for  you 
ligaments  of  the  knee  and  ankle-joints  observe  that  in  consequence  of  the  angle  of 
he  possesses  no  steady  support  or  fulcrum  the  knees  conjointly,  the  pelvis  will  be,  at 
on  which  the  moving  power  can  act ;  times,  in  an  oblique  position,  and  if  the 
and  instead  of  the  leg  being  planted  spinal  column  maintained  itself  perpen- 
firmly  on  the  ground  the  moment  that  dicularly  the  whole  of  the  upper  portion  of 
it  is  brought  forward,  and  placed  in  the  body  would  be  on  one  side,  or  hanging 
the  position  in  which  the  extensors  and  over,  a  position  which  would  render  it  diffi. 
flexors  could  act  upon  it,  during  the  effort  cult  for  the  patient  to  take  exercise,  or  con- 
made  to  progress,  and  when  the  weight  of  tinued  exercise ;  whereas,  by  the  yielding  of 
the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  the  joint,  or  the  spine,  an  erect  position  is  maintained, 
joints,  yield  more  or  less,  according  to  the  although  the  body  presents  a  series  of  angles 
severity  of  the  deformity,  and  thus  occasion  more  or  less  acute,  and  of  course  increased 
the  irregular  and  unsteady  motion  of  wl.ich  deformity.  This  outward  inclination  of  the 
I  spoke ;  for  at  no  time  are  the  joints  kept  knee-joint  rarely  occurs  in  this  affection, 
in  their  proper  position,  or  restrained  with  except  in  combination  with  curvature  of  the 
their  natural,  healthy  firmness;  added  to  tibia  itself,  as  may  be  easily  seen  if  you 
which,  when  the  deformity  is  severe,  one  cover  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  and  leave 
knee  overlaps  the  other,  and  encloses  it  at  only  the  leg  below  the  keee  uncovered, 
each  step  taken — the  only  method  the  when  the  tibia  will  be  found  to  have  deviated 
patient  possesses  of  walking,  the  feet  being  more  or  less  from  its  straight  condition, 
too  far  apart  to  allow  of  the  knees  being  The  foot  will  be,  however,  with  this,  some- 
brought  into  a  parallel  position  :  the  conse-  wliat  displaced,  generally  everted,  from  the 
quence  is  that  the  child  will  be  constantly  articular  cavity  of  the  ankle  being  out  of  its 
falling  down,  or  tumbling  about,  and  that  proper  position,  the  astragalus  lying  ob- 
he  suffers  additionally  in  health  from  the  liquely  in  the  cavity.  In  this  case  the 
inability  to  take  proper  exercise  without  whole  foot  becomes  altered  in  position  with- 
experiencing  pain  and  great  inconvenience,  out  any  change  in  the  relative  position  of 
You  must  bis  well  aware  that  it  requires  but  the  bones  or  ligaments  themselves,  the 
little  irritation  or  annoyance,  constantly  astragalus  alone  being  displaced.  This 
kept  up,  to  interfere  with  the  health  of  a  applies  more  especially  to  young  children ; 
child.  This  irregularity  of  movement  keeps  as  in  strong  boys,  or  young  men,  you  will 
up  an  undue,  and  oftentimes  very  con-  find  just  the  reverse,  from  the  power  exer- 
siderable  motion  in  the  spinal  column ;  and  cised  by  the  muscles  to  prevent  this  altera- 
when  the  affection  is  confined  to  one  ex-  tionin  the  position  of  the  astragalus, 
tremity  you  wUl  occasionally  find,  as  I  men-  The  foregoing  observations  apply  princi- 
tinned  to  you  when  speaking  of  the  deformi-  pally  to  young  children.  This  deformity 
ties  of  the  feet,  a  tendency  to  lateral  curva-  arises,  then,  at  any  period  during  the  growth 
ture,  and  very  frequently  the  foundation  is  of  the  individual,  and  after  infancy  will 
laid  of  spinal  deformity  ;  as  when  the  liga-  be  found  to  occur  between  the  ages  of  ten 
ments  of  the  spine  are  thus  kept  constantly  and  eighteen.  It  comes  on  gradually  and 
in  motion,  I  mean  an  increased  motion,  imperceptibly,  without  any  illness  or  ap- 
producing  elongation,  the  spine  will  yield  parent  loss  of  strength  ;  and  the  first  thing 
in  any  position,  which,  from  whatever  cause,  that  attracts  the  patient's  attention  to  it  is 
may  be  longer  maintained  than  any  other ;  the  knees  knocking  or  rubbing  the  one 
for  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  can,  against  the  other :  as  it  proceeds,  a  weakness 
when  thus  kept  constantly  in  motion,  is  experienced  in  the  joint,  more  especially 
acquire  that  d^ree  of  solidity  and  con-  on  the  inner  side,  which  seems  to  be  occa- 
solidation  necessary  to  hold  the  spine  and  sioned  by  the  stretching  of  the  internal  lateral 
muscles  in  the  erect  position.  Occasionally  and  crucial  ligaments.  The  feet  are  then  no- 
1  have  found  talipes  equino  valgus  to  exist,  ticed  to  diverge  from  each  other,  and  very  fre- 
arising  from  paralysis  of  the  anterior  tibial  quently  to  turn  in,  presenting  the  appearance 
muscle,  from  irritation,  or  disease  of  the  ofslight  talipes  varus,  (Fig.  4.)  This  position^ 
brain  or  spinal  column,  resulting,  in  ad-  however,  is  only  present  when  the  patient 
dition  to  the  previous  deformity  :  this  is,  of  is  walking  or  standing,  and  ceases  vkhen  the 
course,  a  much  more  serious  condition  than  legs  are  not  exercised.  You  will  fine',  upon 
either  of  those  before  mentioned,  oftentimes  examination,  that  there  is,  however,  a  greater 
involving  the  necessity  of  the  patient  wearing  amount  of  lateral  motion  in  the  ankle-joint 
support  for  life.  than  is  natural,  and  that  the  internal  lateral 
I  mentioned  to  you  that  it  is  combined  or  deltoid  ligament  is  somewhat  stretched, 
with  outward  inclination  of  the  opposite  You  will  rarely  find  talii)es  valgus  between 
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cunatkn  iioni;  miDTRl  d „   —  ... 

b»twMn  IhB  Inienul  eaniflt  Mid  ti»d  of  Ihe  tit 
ti  ■cummntntbe  bond.  ■Iiertng  IhercIiliTc 
the  ifa  of  ID  *nd  18,  u  ■  ccnK(|Dence  o( 
tbe  deformity,  owing,  I  imiginc,  to  the 
(rnenl  hEnltb  bong  itronger  tlian  Id  the 
joang  nbicct,  and  to  tbe  greater  power  >nd 
tone  of  the  muaclei  generellj,  which,  b; 
their  BCtion,  are  enabled  to  protect  tbe  ligi- 
Bienti  from  la  great  an  amount  of  preaanre, 
■nd  coDieqaent  gtretchiog  ;  wbereu  in  chil- 
dren Ihaa  affected  ter;  little  aBaiBtaiice  an 
be  expected  ^m  thia  aonrce,  inaamncb  at 
genera]  debility  to  a  mnch  greater  extent  ii 
conitantlj  present,  allowing  of  [he  attach. 
menta  of  the  bonea  and  joinia  to  yield  from 
Ihe  ilightcat  cansea. 

Yon  wlU  nerer  meet  with  curratnre  of  the 
bonet  combined,  nnleai  that  cnrvature  hai 
■rigen  during  tbe  earlier  period  of  life,  the 
bone*  prearnting  and  poaaeuiog  their  natural 
and  normal  length,  liie,  and  form,  but  yon 


of  tbe  other,  taken  rrom  a 
Kl,  howerer,  that  the  oiil- 
m,  an  intenpace  eiiiiing 
--—  tT  In  that  leg  ia  owing 

will  be  itruck  in  theae  eaaea,  more  particu- 
larif ,  with  the  apparent  enlargement  of  tbe 
internal  condyle  of  the  femur  which  I  men- 
tioned to  jou,  and  which  ia  more  itriking 
in  joutb  than  in  childhood,  from  tbe  general 
outline  being  at  a  matter  of  coorae  mora 
clearly  defined,  and  alao  from  tbe  gaatroc- 
nemiai,  from  the  change  in  tbe  relatiTe  poai- 
tion  in  the  bonea,  leanng  ai  it  were,  the 
internal  condyle  and  going  direct  to  ita 
origin  :  the  queation  then,  ariaea,  what  ii  tbe 
change  that  takea  place,  canaing  the  bonea 
thuB  to  alter  their  poHtion?  The  objecta 
who  present  themselvea  are  generally  thoae 
whose  occupation!  reqnire  them  to  be  for 
many  honra  in  a  atanding  poution,  aa  a 
compowtor  for  inatance,  or  thoae  who  are 
obliged  to  carry  heavy  weighia  and  to  undergo 
much   bodily   fatigue,   combined,   perhapa. 
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An  iUiutntion  of  knock-knees,  taken  Arom  a  patient  aged  18  yean,  in  which  the  inveruon  of  the 

feet,  resembling  slight  talipes  vams,  is  most  apparent. 


with  an  insafSdent  diet — as  bakers'  or 
batchers'  boys.  In  these  cases,  then,  it 
woold  appear  to  occur,  first,  from  over  exer- 
tion ;  2dly,  from  general  debility  occasioned 
by  that  circumstance,  and  by  bad  or  insuf- 
ficient diet ;  in  this  way  the  passive  agents 
of  attachments  of  the  joints  have  more  to  do, 
.and  a  greater  force  is  exercised  constantly 
upon  them,  than  natural,  from  the  muscles 
becoming  &tigued  and  unable  to  continue 
that  uninterrupted  action  which  at  all  times 
takes  place  in  perfect  health,  with  an  amount 
of  power  constantly  equal  to  their  labour,  but 
the  moment  the  muscles  become  oyer 
fatigued,  the  ligaments  are  then  called  upon 
to  assist  the  muscles  in  supporting  the  body 
in  the  erect  position,  and  from  their  inability 
to  do  this  constantly,  without  yielding  and 
becoming  elongated,  the  knee-joint  yields 
inwardly  in  proportion  to  the  unusual  stretch- 
ing the  ligaments  are  subjected  to,  and  when 
once  the  force  is  directed  obliquely,  instead 
of  directly  on  the  articulating  surface,  the 
yielding  proceeds  more  or  less  rapidly  with  the 
deformity.  When  the  deformity  is  consider- 
able (as  in  this  cast),  and  has  been  so  for 


some  years,  does  the  articulating  surface  itself 
alter  in  position,  or  does  the  internal  ar- 
ticular surface  of  the  tibia  diminish  in  size, 
and  allow  the  internal  condyle  of  the  femur 
to  sink  ?  Or  does  the  internal  condyle 
itself  alter  in,  and  increase  in  size  and  project 
more  than  it  does  in  its  natural  form  and 
size  ?  I  do  not  believe  that  either  of  th^se 
changes  takes  place,  although  in  the  case 
mentioned  a  separation  might  be  fett 
between  the  tibia  and  femur  internally,  after 
the  legs  were  brought  into  a  straight  line. 
My  opinion  is,  the  articulating  extremities 
are  not  in  foult,  certainly  not  primarily,  and 
the  only  doubt  that  exists  in  my  mind  is  the 
possibility  of  the  articular  surfaces  growing 
in  this  position,  supposing  the  deformity  to 
have  arisen  during  the  early  period  of  child- 
hood. We  have  had  patients  at  this  charity, 
the  most  severe  cases  met  with,  in  whom, 
after  many  months'  treatment,  when  the  legs 
have  been  straightened,  and  where  there  was 
no  curvature  of  tlie  bones,  the  joints  have 
maintained  their  position,  without  support 
of  any  kind,  and  without  the  joint  yielding 
in  the   slightest  decree — even  the  case  of 
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which  thU  is  cast ;  the  patient  being  eighteen  he  had  had  his  leg  removed  and  set  straight." 

years  of  age,  within  twelve  months  he  could  He  was  a  reporter,  and  ortginaUy  a  weaver,  to 

stand  and  walk  without  any  artificial  support,  which  occupation  he  attributed  bis  deformity, 

and  without  the  joint  maintaining  this  posi-  together  with  a  spare  diet.     You  will  find  in 

tion.     I  have  a  patient,  aged  seventeen,  at  some  of  these  cases,  as  I  mentioned  to  you  in 

this  moment,  who  was  operated  upon  eighteen  younger  subjects  as  incipient,  actual  lateral 

months  since,   and  whose  joints  now  are  curvature ;  which  appears  to  come  on  simul- 

perfectly   recovered,  and  he  can  maintain  taneously  with  the  deformity  in  the  knees, 

their  proper  position  unassisted.    In  children  and  to  progress  in  the  same  ratio.     We  had 

I  have  not  seen  an  exception  to  this.     But  a  case  some  time  since  in  the  Institution  of 

the  case  mentioned  to  you  before  certainly  this  kind  ;  very  severe  inward  inclination  of 

is  an  exception  to  this,  as  at  present  it  is  the  knee,  combined  with  lateral  curvature, 

three  years  since  the  operation,  and  he  can*  and  from   the  patients'   account  they  ap- 

not  walk   without    his  supports,   so    that  peared  to  arise  simultaneously ;   too  much 

although  I  believe  no  alteration  takes  place,  attention  cannot,   therefore,  be  paid  to  it 

certainly  none  by  attrition — for  I  cannot  con-  in  its  early  stage. 

ceive  the  possibility  of  the  cartilage  being      

reprodooed  after  it  has  been  rubbed  down-  ^j,g  g^^^g  q     ^g  pQ    j^  ^ 

yet  it  IS  a  question  on  which,  from  our  present  srOTT  AND* 
experience,  I  am  unable  to  speak  positively. 

I  can  understand  the  articular  surfaces  of  the  — 

tibia  and  femur  being   altered  in  position  [Although  the  Report  of  the  Commission, 

from  curvature  in  the  shafts  of  those  bones,  ers  fcr  inquiring  into  the  administration  and 

but  this  is  not  a  change  in  the  articuhir  sur-  practical  operation  of  the  Poor-Laws,  and 

faces  themselves,  but  in  the  support  or  pillars  the  Remarks  of  Dr.  Alison  on  that  report, 

on  which  they  rest :  look,  for  example,  at  are  not  strictly  of  what  may  be  called  a 

the   bones  of  a  congenital  talipes  varus,  a  practical    medical    character,    still    these 

skeleton  of  which  I  have  seen ;  we  do  not  documents  have  appeared  to  us  to  embrace 

find  the  bones  suffer  by  friction,  or  the  arti-  medital  considerations  of  the  very  highest 

cular  surfaces  altered,  except  in  the  slightest  kind,  and  we  have  thought  that  a  notice  of 

degree,  although  the  malposition  is  extreme,  them  in  these  pages  would  be  very  much  in 

and  in  a  joint  upon  which  the  whole  weight  place.     The  condition  of  the  poor  has  im- 

of  the  body  is  supported,  so  that  this  idea  portant  relations  with  disease,  and  therefore 

does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  founded  on  ^ith  the  medical  profession.     Out  of  their 

fact.     But,  if  the  bones  are  curved,  and  thus  destitution  arises  disease;    and  the  future 

alter  the  position  of  their  extremities,  then  I  security    of    the    general    health    depends 

nan  understond  how  the  articular  surfaces  mainly  upon  their  physical  condition.     We 

become  perfectly  adapted,  and  in  fact  pro-  beg  our  readers'    best    attention    to    the 

duce  this  deformity.     You  will  always  find  following  excellent  summary  and  comment 

contraction  or  rigidity  of  the  biceps  tendon  by   Dr.    Somerville    Scott    Alison,    whose 

in  these  cases,  and  very  frequently  of  the  name  is  already  familiarly  and  honourably 

fascia  lata  and  vastus  extemus,  which  will  be  connected  with  the  subject.— Ed.  Gaz.] 

more  or  less  contracted,  according  to  the  Xo  our  professional  brethren  iu  this  part 

severity  of  the  deformity,  and  the  length  of  Qf  the  kingdom  we  are  desirous  to  make 

time  it  has  existed.     These  patients  suffer  known  a  cause  in  which  the  medical  profes- 

aeverely  from  weakness  of  the  joint,  and  if  gion  beyond  the  Tweed  have  nobly  acquitted 

the   deformity   is   allowed   to  proceed,  are  themselves ;  and  while  they  have  done  honour 

rendered   at  last   totally   unable   to   follow  to  themselves,  have  done  credit  to  the  profes- 

their  occupations,  if  laborious.     When  it  is  gjon  at  large.    They  have,  we  say  it  emphati- 

confined  to  one  leg,  with  outward  curvature  cally,  been  the  zealous,  the  indefatigable,  the 

of  the  other  knee,  they  are  very  liable  to  fall  humane,  and  the  fearless  guardians  of  their 

fi-om  any  irregularity   in  the  surface,  and  poor  countrymen.     No  class  of  the  commu- 

when  they  do  so,  the  sensation  conveyed  is  nity  has  rendered  more  importent  services  to 

that  of  dislocation  of  the  joint,  causing  the  the  poor,  giving  them   gratuitous  medical 

most  acute  pain,  which  will  occasionally  last  advice,   frequently  pecuniary  aid,    visiting 

twenty-four  hours,  and  confine  them  to  tlieir  their    dwellings,    and   representing  to   the 

bed  or  couch.     The  cast  before  you  is  an  in-  richer  classes  their  wants  and  necessities, 

stance  of  this  kind,  and  the  patient  was  27  And  this  has  been  done  while  the  appointed 

years  of  age :  1  operated  upon  him  three  years  guardians  of  the  poor,  under  Act  of  Parlia- 

since  :  his  leg  lias  perfectly  recovered  itself, 

and   he   is   enabled   to   walk   without    any  *  Report  from  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners 

-*       1*    k..    a    nAi.#A/«fl«r   nofiiml    o r>  fof  Iiiqulrinif  luto  tlic  Admioistration  aud  Prtc- 

support.     It  baa   a   perfectly  natural  ap-  ^.^„  operation  of  the  Poor-Laws  in  Scotland, 

pearance,  which,  even  on  his  return  home.  Folio,  pp.  74. 

immediately  after  the  operation  and  treat-  Kemarks  on  the  Rrport  of  Her  Majesty's  Com- 

monf  »k:»t  »M^.,,«:o/i  loco  fKan  a  tnnnfh    wna  missioncfs  on  the  Poor-I>aws  of  Scotland.    By 

mcnt.  which  occupied  less  than  a  month,  j^  as  ^.j„j^^  Pultcney  Alison,  M .D.  Edin.     8vo.  pp. 

60  conspicuous,  that  inquiry  was  made      ii  303.    >v.  Blackwood  &  Sons. 
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ment,  have  wofully  neglected  their  part,  and  We  ourselves  had  the  gratification  to  afford 

havci  to  the  injury  of  their  destitute  coun-  a  report  to  the  Poor- Law  Commissioners,  in 

trymen,  permitted  the  salutary  provisions  of  1840,  which  we  believe  has  proved  to  be 

the  law  to  fall  into  utter  abeyance.     The  useful.     We  told  the  truth  as  it  was  known 

wretched  and  almost  totally  unrelieved  con-  to  us,  and,  in  our  simplicity,  dreamt  not 

didon  of  the  poorer  classes  of  Scotland  had  that   the  statement  of   truth  could  create 

been  pressing  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  angry  feelings,  though  it  might  be  unpa- 

came  most  in  contact  with  them,  particu-  lateable  to  some.     In  so  good  a  cause  we 

larly  medical  men  and  some  zealous  clergymen,  feared  no  evil :  but  we  were  soon  disabused  of 

When  Dr.   Alison,  of  Edinburgh,    whose  our  error.    A  letter  arrived  from  a  gentleman 

reputation  is  in  all  the  schools  of  medicine  filling  the  office  of  a  parish  clergyman,  ac- 

throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  whose  casing  us  of  malice  towards  him,  containing 

name  for  years  has  been  associated  in  Edin-  much  personal  abuse,  because,  he  said,  the 

burgh  with  every  cause  of  charity  and  huma-  destitution  of  the  poor  had  been  exaggerated, 

nity,  demanded  the  public  attention,  in  1839,  As  proof  of  malice,  he  cited  the  size  of  a 

to  the  subject,  by  a  work  entitled,  **The  parish,   as  given  by  ourselves,  which,   he 

Management  of  the  Poor  in  Scotland."     In  said,  was  more  than  double  its  actual  extent, 

this  work  Dr.  Alison  maintained  that  the  However,  we  were  able  to  meet  this  proof  of 

poor  are   most  inadequately  relieved,   that  malice;  for  we  assured  him,  which  was  the  case, 

there  is  a  vast  Amount  of  wretchedness  and  that  the  extent  of  the  parish  was  taken  from  a 

misery  throughout  Scotland,  almost  totally  statementintheStatisticalAccountofScotland, 

unmitigated,  such  as  in  other  civilized  coun-  to  which  his  own  name  was  attached.     But  as 

tries  has  no  existence.  we  go  along  we  shall  have  abundance  of  the 

The  Sanitory  Report  of  Mr.  Chadwick,  same  sort  of  conduct.     Let  us,  in  the  first 

subsequently  published,  gave  am  pie  testimony  place,  take  a  cursory  glance  at  the  Act  of 

of  the  destitute  condition   of  the  poor  of  Parliament  which  should  have  guided  the 

Scotland.     The  facts  given  in  these  works  managers  of  the  poor,  in  order  that  it  may 

took  the  English  public  by  surprise  ;  they  be  understood  what  were  their  powers,  and 

bad  long  been  under  the  pleasing  hallucina-  their  duties,  and  what  are  their  merits.    The 

tion  that  Scotland  was  not  merely  a  land  of  Act  in  question  was  passed  by  "  The  Sext 

cakes  and  whiskey,  but  one  of  general  con-  Parliament  halden  and  begun  at  Edinburgh, 

ten tment,  comfort,  and  happiness,  and  above  the  zeir  of  God  1579  zeirs,  be  James  .the 

all,  of  boasted  independence.     It  was  a  land  Sext,  be  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Scottes, 

which  the  world  believed  to  be  peculiarly  and  three  Estates  of  this 'Realme."     In  this 

blessed,     in    which    there  were  few  poor.  Act  there  are  stringent  provisions  against 

and  consequently  little  necessity  for  a  legal  begging  by  all  persons  between   14  and  70 

provision.     The  curtain  was  lifted,  the  veil  years  of  age.     Thus  any  between  these  ages 

wa»  torn  aside,  and  destitution,  grave,  ter-  apprehended  begging,  **  sail  be  put  in  the 

rible,  and  pressing,  was  revealed — a  destitu-  King's  waird,  or  irones,  sa  lang  as  have  ony 

tion  pressing  down  thousands  to  the  dust,  gudes  of  their  awin  to  live  on.      And  fra 

cheerless  and  hopeless.     There  were  seen  they  have  not  quhairupon  to  live  of  their 

octogenarians,  male  and  female,  struggling  awin,  that  they  be  nayled  to  the  Trone,  or 

to  subsist  upon  a  few  pence  a  week  ;  there  to  other  tree,  and  their  eares  cutted  off,  and 

were  orphan  children,  neglected,  boarded  for  banished  the  coun  trie ;    and  gif  thereafter 

the  sake  of  cheapness  with  the  worst  and  they  be  found  again,  that  they  be  hanged." 

most  infamous  of  characters  ;  many  left  en-  But  besides  containing  barbarous  provisions 

tirely  to  themselves,  without  even  the  sem-  against  begging,  the  Act  specifies  that  *'  sic 

blance  of  help.     Was  this  happy  Scotland  ?  as  necessarlie  mon  be  susteined  be  almes/* 

Was  this  the  land  in  which  the  labouring  be  duly  provided  for. 

man  was  comfortable,  too  independent  to  Great  exertions  were  made  by  the  land- 
accept  of  parochial  assistance  ?  Was  this,  lords  of  Scotland,  and  the  clergy,  to  prevent 
finally,  the  land  of  religion,  with  its  matchless  a  Government  inquiry  into  the  condition  of 
clergy,  the  world  exclaimed,  with  wonder  and  the  poor  of  Scotland  :  it  was  gravely  as- 
incredulity  ?  serted  that  the  people  were  exceedingly  com- 

It  was  felt  that  the  credit  of  Scotland's  fortable ;  that  to  give  the  poor  a  legal  claim 

better  or  richer  classes  was  involved ;  efforts  to   assistance,   such  as  exists  in  England, 

were  made  to  impugn  the  statements,  and  to  would  destroy  the  character  of  the  nation, 

throw  discredit  on  the  witnesses.     Many  of  remove  the  much-vaunted  characteristic  of 

the  lawyers,  and  not  a  few  of  the  clergy —  Scotland,  the  independent  spirit.     Onecler- 

we  say  it  to  their  shame — thus  endeavoured  gyman  had  the  presumption  or  folly  to  as- 

to  stifle  the  voice  of  humanity,  and,  having  sert,  in  a  printed  report,  that  the  Scottish 

long  deprived  the  poorof  their  rights,  desired  administration  of  the  poor-law  had  attained 

itilllongertovrithhold  from  them  that  relief  to  as  near  as  possible  to  a  state  of  perfection, 

which  they  were  entitled  both  by  act  of  Par-  Notwithstanding  these  interested  and  unge- 

liament,  by  religion,  and  common  charity,  nerous  efforts,  her  Majesty's  ministers  di- 
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rected  tbeir, serious  attention  to  the  subject;  siastical  court,  composed  of  the  ministers 

and  in   January  of  lai>t  year  her  Majesty  and  elders  of  tiie  parish.     This  court  should 

constituted  a  Commission,  for  the  purpose  exist  in  every  parish,  but  where  the  minister 

of  inquiring  on  the  spot  into  the  condition  of  has  no  elders  then  he  is  supposed  to  repre- 

the  poor,  and  the  operation  of  the  poor-law.  sent  that  court,  and  exercise  in  hia  own 

The  Commissioners  appointed  were — Lord  person   the  privileges  of  the  body.      The 

Viscount  Melville,  Lord  Belhaven,  Henry  minister  is  ex-officio  chairman,  and  the  dders 

Home  Drummond,  Esq.,  James  Campbell,  are  chosen  elders  by  the  minister.     It  will 

Esq.  of  Craigie,  Edward  Twisleton,  Esq..  the  thus  appear  that  the  minister  must  be  pos- 

Rev.  Patrick  Macfarlan,  and  the  Rev.  James  sessed  of  great  power  in  this  court.     The 

Robertson.     Of  these  seven  noblemen  and  heritors  are  members  of  the  court.     The 

gentlemen,  six  were  Scotchmen,  and  one,  votes  of  all  are  alike.  The  body,  composed  of 

▼iz.  Mr.  Twistleton,  an  Englishman.  kirk  session  and  heritors,  meet  half-yearly. 

The    Commissioners  commenced   taking  have  complete  control  over  the   affairs  of 

evidence  in  March  1843,  and  concluded  this  the  poor,  and  may,  if  they  deem  it  right, 

part  of  their  labours  in  February  of  the  pre-  assess  the  parish  to  any  amount  for  the 

sent  year.    They  began  at  Edinburgh,  and  support  of  Uie  poor. 

subsequently  visited  different  parts  of  the  Funds  for  relirf, — ^The  primary  source 
country.  They  had  the  power  of  summon-  from  which  the  poor  are  relieved  is  the  col* 
ing  witnesses,  and  of  putting  them  upon  lections  made  at  the  church  doors  on  Sun- 
oath.  Their  mode  of  proceeding  was  to  ex-  days.  In  poor  parishes,  or  where  the 
amine  either  the  minister  or  session-clerk  of  parish  church  is  ill  attended,  the  collections 
every  parish,  and  other  persons  suggested  to  are  small.  In  some  parishes,  the  heritors 
them  as  likely  to  furnish  information.  The  pay  what  is  termed  a  voluntary  assessment. 
Commission  also  personally  visited  the  in  order  to  supplement  the  inadequate 
houses  of  many  paupers  in  the  different  dis-  church  collections.  This  is  entirely  volun- 
tricts.  The  Report  may  be  divided  into  tary.  They  do  this  rather  than  levy  a  regu- 
two  parts  :  the  1st,  containing  an  exposi-  lar  assessment,  which  would  be  virtuidly 
tion  of  the  administration  of  tbe  law  ;  and  binding  in  time  to  come,  and  because  there 
the  2d,  in  which  remedial  measures  are  con-  is  professed  to  be  a  great  fear  of  breaking 
sidered.  down  the  national  character,  by  giving  relief 

We  propose  to  give  a  condensed  account  that  is  not  entirely  voluntary.     In  a  few 

of  the  present  administration,  as  displayed  parishes  in  Scotland,  chiefly  in  Berwickshire, 

in  the  Report,  and  in  the  evidence  appended,  the  managers  of  the  poor  have  levied  a  legal 

Pertont  relieved. — The  persons  entitled  assessment,  and  availed  themselves  of  ^e 
to  relief  under  the  Acts  of  Parliament  are  powers  put  into  their  hands  for  the  benefit 
those  who  are  either  wholly  or  partially  dis-  of  the  poor,  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
abled,  on  account  of  age  or  infirmity,  so  as  Relief. — In  some  of  the  larger  towns, 
to  be  incapable  of  working  and  earning  poor-houses  are  found.  In  Edinburgh, 
for  themselves  a  sufficient  maintenance, —  there  are  three ;  one  in  Glasgow ;  one  in 
crooked  folk ;  sick  folk ;  impotent  folk,  and  Ayr ;  two  small  poor-houses  in  Aberdeen, 
weak  folk ;  aged,  pure,  and  dec^^yed  per-  one  in  Lanark,  one  in  Forfar,  one  in  Dun- 
sons.  "  We  find  accordingly,"  say  tbe  fermline.  In  several  other  places  there  are 
Commissioners,  *' that  those  who  are  broken  small  houses  for  the  reception  of  decayed 
down  or  disabled  by  old  age — those  who  persons.  *' The  Scottish  system,"  say  the 
are  afflicted  with  any  disease  of  a  permanent  Commissioners,  is  "  essentially  one  of  out- 
nature,  which  incapaciiates  them  from  work  door  relief.  There  are  various  ways  in 
— those  who  are  insane  or  fatuous — ^and  which  this  relief  is  given  ;  the  most  common 
children,  on  account  of  their  tender  years,  mode  is  to  give  an  allowance  in  money  by 
whether  they  be  orphans,  foundlings,  or  de-  the  week,  fortnight,  month,  quarter,  or 
serted  by  their  parents,  or  deprived  of  sup-  half-year.  In  the  northern  and  western 
port  from  their  father  by  his  death,  trans-  HigUands,  generally  the  relief  given  from 
portation,  or  imprisonment,  are  all  con-  the  poor  funds  is  so  small,  that  it  can 
sidered  proper  objects  of  relief."  We  shall  scarcely  be  taken  into  account,  and  is  not 
presently  see  how  far  those  who  are  thus  represented  as  a  material  assistance,  far  less 
considered  proper  objects  of  relief,  are  pro-  as  a  sufficient  provision  for  the  maintenance 
vided  for.  of  the  poor.     In  the  county  of  Sutherland, 

Dislribuiors  qf  relief.— 'The  distributors  we  were  told  that  it  was  considered  '  as  an 
of  relief  vary  according  as  the  parish  is  acknowledgment  of  poverty,'  that  is,  as  a 
burghal  or  rural.  In  the  burghal  parishes,  sort  of  recognition  of  the  claim  of  the  party 
the  duty  of  providing  funds,  and  of  admi-  receiving  it,  to  obtain  charitable  aid  in 
nistering  relief,  falls  upon  the  magistrates,  whatever  other  way  he  can,  from  the  benevo- 
lo the  rural  parishes  the  duty  fails  upon  the  lent  individuals  in  the  neighbourhood.  We 
kirk  session,  and  the  heritors  or  landowners  accordingly  find  that  in  those  districts  the  an- 
of  the  parijih.    The  kirk  session  is  an  eccle-  nual  allowances  are  sometimes  as  low  as  28., 
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and  seldom  exceed  lOs.^'  There  is  great  dU  they  move  from  house  to  hoase."  Verily 
versity  in  the  amount  of  relief  giyen,  even  in  this  is  a  mode  of  relief  calculated  to  beget 
those  districts  where  it  is  intended  as  a  sub-  habits  of  regularity  and  of  dependence  upon 
stantial  assistance  to  the  poor.  self.  Dr.  Chalmers  will,  perhaps,  see  no 
Helpless  paupers,  who  either  from  mental  degradation  here,  no  risk  lest  the  pauper  be 
or  bodily  incapacity  are  unable  to  take  care  reduced  to  the  alleged  degraded  condition  of 
of  themseWes,  are  usually  boarded  with  re-  the  English  labourer.  Licensed  begging,  we 
lations  or  friends,  or  strangers.  Orphans,  are  further  informed  in  the  same  Report,  is 
foundlings,  or  deserted  children,  are  pro-  another  mode  of  relief  in  Scotland.  The 
▼ided  for  in  this  way,  and  the  Commissioners  Act  of  1672  directs,  that  if  the  contributions 
add,  "  and  we  may  here  state,  that  children  at  the  Parish  Church  are  not  sufficient  '*  to 
dependent  upon  parochial  aid  are,  generally  entertain  such  persons  as  through  age  or  in- 
speaking,  well  taken  care  of ;  the  parties  firmity  are  not  able  to  work,  they  are  to  re- 
with  whom  they  are  boarded  being,  for  the  ceive  a  badge  or  ticket,  to  ask  alms  at  the 
most  part,  persons  of  respectable  character."  dwelling-houses  of  the  inhabitants  of  their 
It  would  doubtless  have  been  better  had  the  own  paroch  only."  **  We  find,  accordingly,'* 
Commissioners  directed  attention  to  the  no-  add  the  Commissioners,  "  that  begging  is,  in 
torious  fact  that  many  of  the  children  depen-  many  places,  a  recognised  means  of  sub- 
dent  on,  or  rather  recdying  a  pittance  from,  sistence  for  paupers.  In  the  parish  of  Cam- 
the  parish,  are  shamefully  neglected,  that  belton  49  persons  were  in  October  1842 
they  are  placed  with  persons  of  bad  charac-  struck  off  the  roll,  and  badges  were  given  to 
ter,  and  that  they  are  thrown  into  the  such  of  them  as  chose  to  receive  them,  as  a 
▼eriest  nurseries  of  crime.    But  we  shall  see  license  to  beg." 

by  the  very  evidence  which  they  produce  Can  this  be  the  same  system  which  the 
how  this  important  matter  stands.  Lunatic  clergy  and  their  patrons,  the  heritors,  tell  us 
and  fatuous  persons  are  provided  for,  either  is  so  well  calculated  to  sustain  the  virtue  of 
by  sending  Uiem  to  a  lunatic  asylum,  or  ScottishSndependence,  and  which  is  thenearest 
by  boarding  them  in  private  houses  ;  the  possible  approximation  to  perfection  ?  Truly 
latter,  being  the  cheaper  method,  is  generally  these  good  gentlemen  would  deprive  us  of 
adopted.  Why  not  say  at  onoe  that  many  the  use  of  our  faculties  as  reacUly  as  they 
are  sent  to  the  Isle  of  Arran,  and  that  many  have  deprived  the  poor  of  the  means  of  sub- 
are  kept  as  no  thief  would  keep  his  dog  ?  sistence  to  which  diey  were  entitled 
*'  Quartering,"  the  Report  says,  "  is  a  mode  Oeetuional  relirf. — ^Allowances  are  some- 
of  relief  adopted  in  some  districts  in  Scot-  times  made  in  cases  of  sickness  or  of  death, 
land.  A  fit  object  for  parochial  relief  is  These  are  chiefly — 1st,  sums  paid  on  account 
disposed  of  by  assigning  to  him  a  particular  of  the  poor  when  sick,  in  whidi,  of  course,  is 
district  of  the  parish.  It  is  considered  obli-  comprised  medical  relief ;  2d,  ftineral  ex- 
gatory  on  the  inhabitants  of  that  district,  in  pensea ;  3d,  expenses  incurred  by  passes  and 
rotation,  to  provide  him  with  board  and  removals. 

lodgings  for  a  certain  number  of  nights,  in  •  Medical  relirf, — ^We  have  the  authority  of 
proportion  to  their  means."  There  is  some-  the  Report,  that  "  there  is  scarcely  any  pro- 
thing  so  remarkable  in  this  system  of  quar-  vision  for  medical  relief  to  the  poor,  out  of 
tering,  so  becoming  hi  a  civilized  country,  the  poor  funds  in  Scotland."  Iliis  seems  to 
and  so  completely  proving  as  it  does  how  in-  be  left  systematically  to  private  charity.  In 
dependent  is  the  spirit  of  the  Scottish  poor,  some  places,  however,  such  relief  is  pro- 
and  how  consistently  solicitous  the  Idgfaer  vided.  In«Ohisgow  there  are  17  district 
classesof  Scotland,  the  unmitigated  friends  of  surgeons,  to  each  of  whom  twenty  guineas 
the  present  mode  of  administration,  that  we  are  annually  paid.  In  Greenock  there  are 
are  tempted  to  give  a  Uttle  of  the  evidence  on  three  district  surgeons,  to  whom  the  same 
the  subject.    The  Rev.  John  Rannie,  session  allowance  is  given. 

clerk  of  Walls,  says,  "  Our  parish  is  divided  Remedial  meaaures, — We  naturally  ex- 
for  this  purpose  (quartering)  into  twelve  pected  that  a  large  measure  of  improvement 
districts.  One  pauper  is  allotted  to  each  dis-  m  the  laws  would  be  proposed,  knowing 
trict,  and  he  or  she  goes  about  firom  house  to  from  personal  experience  how  great  was  the 
house,  and  lodges  with  the  one  or  the  other,  occasion  for  it.  We  shall  in  the  firstplacecon- 
as  occasion  requires,  or  he  or  she  feels  sider  what  measures  are  proposed,  and  then 
inclined.  If  they  go  round  regularly,  they  offer  a  few  comments  upon  them.  The  corn- 
will  sleep  once  a  fortnight  in  each  house."  missioners  state  that :  **  The  points  upon 
The  Rev.  William  Stevenson,  of  North  which  we  feel  it  necessary  to  animadvert,  do 
Maven,  says,  "  The  paupers  I  now  refer  not  arise  so  much  from  defects  in  the  laws, 
to  are  boarded  and  lodged  by  the  tenants ;  which  provide  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  as 
they  are  rather  sheltered ;  for  they  have  from  their  being  in  many  parishes  inopera- 
blankets  of  their  own,  which  have  been  tive,  or  administered  in  a  very  insufficient 
given  them  by  the  Kirk  Session,  and  which  manner.  Our  object,  therefore,  has  been  to 
they  carry  with  them  along  with  their  bed,'as  consider  in  what  way  the  present  hiw  may  be 
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myself.''  Thomas  M'MiUan,  Esq.  surgeon,  payment  can  be  made  ?  The  services  are 
Wigton. — **  Has  attended  the  poor  in  seven  urgently  required,  and  funds  may  and  can 
parishes,  and  never  got  a  farthing  from  the  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for 
Kirk  Sessions  of  any  of  them."  The  Rev.  them.  Again,  the  question  might  be  put, 
C.  M'Kenzie,  Ross- Shire. — **  What  becomes  does  the  medical  man  require  payment? 
of  able-bodied  men  who  fall  sick  in  your  Doubtless  he  does.  Neither  in  town  nor 
parish  ?  "They  are  left  in  the  hands  of  country  is  he  so  over  well  paid  in  Scotland  ; 
Providence."  Much  more  evidence  might  and  we  know  that  many  well-educated  men 
be  quoted  to  prove  how  necessary  it  is  that  throughout  the  rural  districts,  notwithstand- 
medical  assistance  should  be  more  ade-  ing  a  life  of  unceasing  toil,  possess  scarcely 
quately  provided  for  the  poor,  but  we  the  wherewithal  to  maintain  the  status  of 
greatly  fear  that  the  provisions  recom-  gentlemen,  or  to  purchase  the  necessary 
mended  by  the  Commissioners  will  prove  in  stock  of  books  and  instruments  to  maintain 
a  great  measure  inoperative.  It  is  highly  themselves  in  a  state  of  efficiency.  Doubt- 
desirable  that  medical  officers  should  be  less  the  practitioner  can  afford  to  lose  a  sum 
appointed  to  attend  the  poor  throughout  of  money  as  little  as  the  heritor  is  unable  to 
the  whole  country,  with  fixed  salaries.  We  pay  it.  The  parish  surgeons  might  prove 
are  convinced,  from  an  intimate  knowledge  of  of  immense  advantage  to  the  higher  classes 
Scottish  parochial  machinery,  that  until  also.  As  appointed  guardians  of  health,  it. 
this  is  effected  the  poor  at  large  will  never  would  be  their  duty  to  investigate  into  the 
be  properly  attended  to.  How  useful  would  circumstances  giving  rise  to  an  unusual 
such  a  staff  of  well-educated  and  industrious  amount  of  sickness  or  mortality.  They 
practitioners  prove.  would  recommend  the  necessary  measures 
In  our  report  on  the  sanatory  condition  for  the  abatement  of  disease,  and  for  the 
of  East  Lothian,  furnished  to  the  Poor- Law  prevention  of  its  propagation  amongst  other 
Commissioners  of  England  in  1840,  we  classes  of  the  community.  When  necessary, 
recommended  the  establishment  of  paid  they  would  communicate  with  the  proposed 
parochial  surgeons,  and  all  our  subsequent  Council  of  Health  on  important  points  of 
experience  hu  attested  the  propriety  of  the  public  health.  A  vast  body  of  valuable  and 
recommendation.  A  body  of  parochial  accurate  information  might  be  obtained  finom 
surgeons  would  be  inestimable  in  relieving  these  officers  on  the  subjects  of  health  and 
the  medical  wants  of  the  poor,  in  suggesting  disease,  available  to  the  purposes  of  medical 
to  the  lower  classes  the  means  of  preserving  science  and  national  legislation.  The  Corn- 
health,  and  in  many  other  obvious  ways,  missioners,  however,  we  regret  to  find  are 
The  doors  of  such  officers  would  be  always  not  of  this  opinion,  and  simply  "  think  it 
open  to  the  poor,  who  would  not,  as  at  pre-  desirable  that  the  managers  of  the  poor  in 
sent  in  thousands  of  instances,  permit  dis-  each  parish  should  have  full  discretionary 
ease  to  gain  a  long  march  unchecked  upon  power  by  law  to  afford  medical  relief  in  all 
the  constitution,  ere  relief  is  obtained,  cases  where  it  may  seem  to  them  desirable." 
Modesty  frequently  prevents  a  timely  appli-  The  mode  in  which  the  managers  have  exer« 
cation  to  the  surgeon,  and  the  patient  cised  their  powers  is  so  unequivocal  that  we 
delays  to  solicit  attendance  for  which  he  are  inclined  to  put  little  trust  in  the  exercise 
knows  he  can  offer  no  return,  and  for  which  of  discretionary  power  on  their  part  for 
no  return  will  be  made  by  any  party  what-  the  future. 

ever.     Many  valuable  lives  are  in  this  way  Having  found  that  the  most  destitute  and 

lost.     We  know  this  from  personal  ex-  helpless  poor  required  little  or  no  help,  it 

perience,  and  the  evidence  of  many  medical  would  be  too  sanguine  in  us  to  expect  them 

men  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  is  to  think  more  was  required  for  the  medical 

to  the  same  effect.    Were   medical    men  practitioner.     Dr.  Alison  says  '*  that  much 

regularly  paid  for  their  labour  to  the  poor,  material  advantage  may  be  derived  from 

they  would   perform  the  duty  with  more  such   arrangements    (the    appointment    of 

regularity  and  efficiency.     We  trust  we  may  district  medical  officers  paid  by  the  managers 

not  be  misunderstood  here:    we  mean  no  of   the  poor),  and  much  destitution  and 

reflection    on    our    professional    brethren,  misery,  and  ultimate  expense  be  prevented, 

whose  rare  devotion  to  the  cause  of  neglected  I  think  cannot  be  doubted ;   but  I  think  it 

misery  we  shall  ever  commend ;    but  we  equally  certain  that  the  nation  can  have  no 

know  that  they  are  men,   and,   as  such,  security  for  such  advantages  as  long  as  the 

liable  to  be  affected  by  causes  influencing  case  of  the  sick  poor  is  entrusted  to  the 

other  men.    We  hold  it  to  be  no  sufficient  voluntary  system  of  charity." 

argument  against  paying  medical  men  in  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  paid 

Scotland  for  services  to  the  poor,  that  they  district  medical  officers  for  attending  to  the 

have  been  found  willing  heretofore  to  act  poor,  we  would  urge  the  propriety  of  ap- 

without  remuneration.      The  question  is,  pointing  officers  of  health.     Our  space  does 

are  their  services  required  ?     Are  there,  or  not  permit  of  our  dwelling  on  this  point, 

can  there  be  provided,  no  funds  from  which  but  we  beg  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  Sani- 
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tory  Report  of  Mr.  Chad  wick,  where  the 
subject  is  ably  treated,  and  where  much 
▼alaable  information  is  collected.  Another 
object  much  to  he  desiderated  is  a  proper 
registration  of  deaths. 

Insane  paupers. — The  Report  informs  us 
that  *'  great  improvement  has  taken  place 
in  the  treatment  of  insanity  in  Scotland 
within  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years.     Most 
of  the  large  towns  are  provided  with  asylums 
for  the  reception   of    the    insane,     lliese 
houses  are  in  good  order,  and  under  excel- 
lent superintendence.      But,''   the   Report 
continues,  **  although  much  has  been  done 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  those  whom 
Erovidenje  has  laid  under  so  heavy  a  dis- 
pensation, there  still  remains  much  to  be 
done.     In  some  of  the  parishes  which  we 
visited  we  found  cases  of  pauper  lunatics 
under   most  improper  treatment."     Then 
follows  an  account  of  several  insane  persons. 
'*  Neil  Gilchrist,  maniac,  in  a  dark  closet,  a 
damp  earthen  floor,  with  one  blanket  for 
his  bed.     No  clothing  but  a  blanket  over 
him.     Chained  to  the  wall  by  a  chain  round 
his  ankle.''     His  father  has  £2,  lOs.  from 
the  parish  for  house-rent  for  the  family.  - 
**  John  Livingston,  a  violent  maniac,  lying 
upon  straw  on  a  wooden  floor,  in  a  loft 
above  his  brother-in-law's  smithy :  has  no 
clothing  on  him  whatever."     '*  Alexander 
Anderson,    fatuous,    and    sometimes   very 
violent      Allowance  2s.  6d.  a- week.     Con- 
fined in  a  bed,  which  is  boarded  up  so  that 
he  cannot  get  out.     He  has  been  kept  in 
this  way  for  nearly  six  years."    The  Com- 
missioners add,  "  We  found  a  practice  pre- 
valent, particularly  in  the  west  of  Scotland, 
of  sending  insane  paupers  to  the  island  of 
Arran,    and    boarding     them    with    small 
farmers  or  crofters."     At  their  request,  Dr. 
Hutchinson,  of  Uie  Royal  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Glasgow,  proceeded  to  Arran,  and  examined 
into  the  condition  of  the  insane  paupers. 
The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  Dr. 
Hutchinson's  report  on  the  subject.    ' '  Dun- 
can Cook  has  two  patients,  a  male  and  a 
female.    The  male  patient  was  sent  by  the 
Barony  Parish.     He  sleeps  under  the  roof, 
on  the  turf  covering  the  apartment  below. 
He  has  no  bedding,  but  some  bed-clothes. 
The  female  patient  has  been  here  twelve 
months.      She  complained  loudly  of   her 
treatment,  which  was  confirmed  by  others. 
She  had  run  away,  and  had  been  subjected 
to  worse  treatment  since.     I  learned  from 
several  sources  that  a  Miss  M'Nab,  a  very 
old  woman,  formerly  in  good  circumstances, 
who  had  been  reduced  to  poverty,  and  had  be- 
come insane,  had  been  sent  to  Duncan  Cook. 
In  consequence  of  ill-usage,  she  ran  away. 
She  was  brought  back,  shaken,  and  beaten 
with  a  stick,  and  shortly  afterwards  died. 
Archibold  Murchie  has  at  least  eleven  pa- 
tients.     The  exact  number  we  could  not 


ascertain,  as  every  effort  was  made  to  mis- 
lead and  conceal ;  the  most  distressing  re- 
ports   were  prevalent  as   to  his   striking, 
kicking,  and  starving  them.  Neil  M'Kenzie 
has  two  patients  ;    in  his  house  a  man  died 
of  cold  and  starvation.     He  had  no  clothes, 
was  kept  in  an  outhouse  in  winter,  and  had 
a   scanty  supply  of  refuse   victuals.     John 
Campbell,  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  is 
paralytic ;    he   has  been   subjected  to  the 
most  cruel  usage,   beaten  with  ropes  and 
sticks,   both  by   M'Kinnon   and  his   wife. 
Mrs.   M'Kinnon  attempted  to   deny  this, 
but  on  being  confronted  by  a  neighbour  who 
had  frequently  witnessed  the  ill  usage,  she 
could   not  deny  it.     When  we  were   out 
of  hearing  she  said  she  did  not  care  a  damn 
for  what  we  had  said ;   we  would  soon  be 
away,   and    then  she  would  work   him," 
[maltreat  him. — S.  A.]     Dr.    Hutchinson 
says,    ''The  paupers   are   wretchedly   fed, 
their  diet  being  generally  the  refuse  of  the 
potatoe  crop,   and    butter-milk  ;    ill  clad, 
miserably  lodged,  and  subjected  to  n^lect 
and  ill  usage.      The  patients  who  are  con- 
fined are  detained  in  direct  violation  of  three 
Acts  of  Parliament.      They  have  been  sent 
to  the  island  without  medical  certificates, 
and  without  the  warrant  of  the  Sheriffs  of 
the  county ;   consequently   all   the  persons 
concerned  in  sending  or  harbouring  them 
are  liable  to  the  penalty  of  j^200,  or  three 
months  imprisonment,  for  each  offence." 

After  perusing  this  evidence,  there  need 
no  longer  be  any  wonder  expressed  that  the 
managers  of  the  poor  opposed  themselves  to 
an  official  inquiry,  and  expressed  their  hor- 
ror of  tampering  with  **  the  Scottish  Poor 
Laws,  which  were  known  by  experience  to 
work  so  well,  and  produce  the  happiest 
effects  on  society,"  Does  not  every  right- 
minded  Scotchman  feel  indignant  that  his 
poor  and  helpless  countrymen  have  been 
thus  brutally  ill  used  ?  Is  he  not  indignant 
that  the  national  character  has  been  thus 
foully  blemished  by  the  infamous  neglect  of 
the  poor  on  the  part  of  their  so-called  Mana- 
gers ?  Let  Scotland,  would  she  right  her- 
self in  the  estimation  of  all  humane  men, 
insist  upon  better  management  for  the 
future. 

Able-bodied  Poor.— While  the  right  of 
the  impotent  and  aged  is  recognised  in  the 
Scottish  law,  the  title  of  the  able-bodied 
poor  to  relief  is  not  distinctly  admitted,  and 
the  Commissioners  state  that  the  parochial 
boards  are  not  authorised  to  assess  on  their 
behalf.  Nevertheless,  in  some  cases  of  acute 
illness,  particularly  fever,  a  little  relief  is 
afforded.  The  Commissioners  are  opposed 
to  any  legal  provision  whatever  to  the  able- 
bodied  men,  even  in  times  of  great  mercan- 
tile depression.  They  express  their  opinion 
"  that  if  a  paternal  government  give  all 
competent  facilities  to  the  operative  classes 
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for  the  more  diversified  extension  of  their  season,  are  put  out  into  the  green  pastnres  ? 
industrious  capabilities,  and  for  a  fuller  de»  Did  our  space  permit,  we  would  glaidly  quote 
velopment  of  self-dependence  grounded  on  the  evidence  of  the  Commissioners  to  prove 
habits  of  reflection,  it  will  have  done  all  how  demoralising  the  influence  of  unrelieved 
that,  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  is,  in  poverty  is  amongst  the  able-bodied,  how  it 
the  nature  of  things,  likely  to  promote  their  leads  to  vice,  prostitution,  neglect  of  educa- 
welfare.  The  latter  objects  accomplished,  tion,  and  the  perpetration  of  crime  itself, 
we  entertain  an  unhesitating  persuasion  that  The  evidence  of  clergymen,  medical  men, 
under  emergencies  of  distress,  as  well  as  in  superintendents  of  workhouses,  and  gover- 
ordinary  times,  the  provisions  of  the 'exist-  nors  of  prisons,  all  lead  to  this  conclusion, 
ing  Poor-law,  supplemented,  when  required,  We  will  here  add  our  own  testimony  as  to 
by  voluntary  contributions,  as  they  have  the  condition  of  the  English  labouring  man. 
heretofore  been,  will  be  found,  on  the  one  It  has  been  customary  in  Scotland  to  speak 
hand,  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the  labour-  of  the  English  labourer  as  a  degradetl  being, 
ing  population,  whether  in  town  or  country,  void  of  spirit,  and  unusually  free  of  feelings 
from  extreme  destitution  ;  and  on  the  other,  of  independence  thought  to  be  peculiarly 
conducive  in  the  very  highest  degree  to  the  Scottish.  As  far  as  our  observation  has 
steady  advancement  of  their  best  interests."  gone,  the  English  labourer  and  working 
Hiey  therefore  strongly  advise  that  the  law  man  is  not  a  degraded  person.  We  have 
with  reference  to  this  point  shall  remain  un-  found  him  possessed  of  proper  self  respect, 
changed.  The  chief  ground  on  which  this  having  a  sense  of  comfort,  willing  that  his 
recommendation  is  made,  is  this,  that  the  neighbour  should  be  happy  as  himself,  civil, 
welfare  of  the  labouring  population  will  be  respectful,  not  obsequious,  thankful,  grate- 
best  promoted  by  the  present  state  of  the  fully  so,  for  services.  Whilehe  would  rather 
law.  Now,  if  it  can  be  pr6ved  that  the  wel-  avoid  the  parish  authorities,  he  will  in  times 
fare  of  this  class  of  the  community  can  be  bet-  of  distress,  in  sickness,  or  during  non- 
ter  advanced  by  another  mode  of  relief  of  a  employment,  make  his  claim  in  a  modest, 
practical  nature,  and  such  as  has  been  found  and  yet  manly  way.  He  will  do  this  rather 
to  work  well  elsewhere,  the  recommendation  than  permit  his  helpless  children  to  starve : 
of  the  Commissioners  should  not  be  adopted,  he  has  the  right  feeling  and  the  courage  to 
Dr.  Alison  contends  that  the  system  has  no  lay  aside  his  pride  in  order  to  serve  his 
advantages  whatever,  and  that  where,  as  in  famishing  wife  and  children.  We  know  of 
England,  the  opposite  system  is  adopted,  many  respectable  men  at  this  hour  who  have 
there  is  not  only  a  more  comfortable  con-  received  most  timely  and  most  important 
dition  of  the  labouring  and  pauper  popula-  aid  from  the  parochial  authorities,  and  who 
tion,  but  a  more  healthy  social  condition,  are  just  as  independent  as  we  could  well 
He  completely,  in  our  opinion,  demolishes  wish  to  see  any  of  our  northern  countrymen, 
the  position  of  the  Commissioners  with  the  Mendicity, — '*  We  cannot,"  say  the  Corn- 
very  evidence  which  they  themselves  have  missioners,  ''close  our  Report  without  re- 
produced, and  has  proved  to  our  complete  marking  on  the  prevalence  of  mendicity, 
satisfaction  that  the  poor  family  deprived  of  The  evil  is  most  observable  in  towns.  In 
employment  are  as  much  an  object  of  cha-  many  of  the  country  districts  we  have  rea- 
rity  as  the  infirm  or  aged,  and  that  a  legal  son  to  believe  that  it  has  been  checked  to  a 
provision  is  as  necessary  in  the  one  case  as  considerable  extent  by  the  establishment  of 
in  the  other.  The  want  of  employment  rural  police.  The  law  relating  to  vagrants  is 
which  overwhelms  the  working  class  in  times  not  clearly  defined."  They  add,  ''and  it 
of  depression,  from  decrease  of  demand,  (begging)  will  never  be  altogether  abandoned 
from  the  bankruptcy  of  employers,  and  until  people  are  induced  to  refrain  from  in- 
other  causes,  as  completely  takes  from  him  discriminate  charity." 
the  means  of  subsistence,  as  if  for  the  time  Few  things  have  appeared  to  us  in  the 
he  were  deprived  of  his  limbs.  The  evil  is  management  of  the  poor  of  Scotland  more 
often  as  unforeseen  as  the  tempest  which  unreasonable  and  cruel  than  the  practice  of 
overtakes  the  mariner  ;  it  is  as  much  an  putting  down  mendicity  by  the  rural  police, 
unavoidable  evil  as  the  afflictions  of  disease.  While  a  mere  shadow  of  relief  is  aflbrded  to 
In  justice,  surely  the  claims  of  the  unfortu-  the  poor,  it  is  most  unjust  and  inhuman  to 
nate  family  for  legal  relief  are  good.  Has  take  from  these  wretched  persons  the  op- 
not  the  community  had  their  services  ^hile  portunity  of  obtaining  that  relief  which 
they  required  them  ?  Have  they  not,  as  Jong  charitable  neighbours  are  willing  to  grant, 
as  they  have  had  an  opportunity,  exerted  When  adequate  relief  is  given,  so  as  to  prove 
themselves  in  their  calling  ?  Is  it  to  be  a  real  and  substantial  subsistence,  then  it 
granted  that  they  are  to  be  allowed  to  starve,  might  be  practicable  and  proper  to  suppress 
which  experience  has  shewn  is  equivalent  to  vagrancy ;  till  then  it  is  inhuman  cruelty, 
support  by  voluntary  assistance,  and  to  fare  We  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  bow  English 
infinitely  worse  than  our  horse,  or  our  ass,  blood,  though  in  the  veins  of  a  poor  man, 
which,  when  they  are  no  longer  wanted  for  a  even  of  an  unrelieved  poor  man,  does  not  boil 
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with  indignation,  and  incite  to  acts  of  re-  have  had  a  difficult  task  imposed  them.    Yet 

sistance  and  outrage,  when  in  his  person  the  thej  had  a  nohle  opportunity  to  have  be- 

hberty  of  the  subject  is  thus  invaded.     We  friended  the  poor  of  Scotland.     We  regret 

know  it,  that  the  poor  of  Scotland  are  the  we  cannot  say  that  they  have  fiilly  availed 

victims  of  a   brutal    un-English   tyranny,  themselves  of  it.     Doubtless  with  the  best 

The  rural  police,  whose  services  have  been  intentions  in  the  world,  these  honourable 

noticed    by  the  Commissioners  with  ob-  men,  for  whom  we  have  the  highest  regard, 

vions  approbation,  exercise  a  fierce  despo-  have  failed  in    their    purposed    remedies, 

tism  against  those  helpless  beings.    We  re-  They  have  gone  only  part  of  the  way ;  even 

member  well  with  what  unfeeling  pleasantry  their  recommendations,  as  far  as  they  go, 

one  of  the  rural  police  informed  us  that  he  will  to  a  great  extent  prove  ineffective,  if 

had  at  last  detected  *'  the  fellow  begging,  not  enforced  by  the  usual  terrors  of  the  law. 

that  he.  would  never  try  it  here  again,  for  he  In  the  meantime  we  thank  them  for  their  ser- 

had  had  him  in  the  '  lock  up'  all  night,  with-  vices  in  the  cause  of  humanity.     We  know 

out  fire  or  food,  and  had  carried  him  in  the  the  difficulties  they  have  had  to  contend 

morning  to  the  boundary  of  the  parish."     It  with, — a  body  of  heritors  and   of   clergy 

cannot   be  denied  that  many  of  the  un-  devoted  to  the  present  system.    We  trust 

relived  poor  are  actually  hunted  from  parish  that  the  wisdom  of  parliament  will  meet  the 

to  parish  in  the  most  cruel  manner :  even  vrants  of  the  Scottish  nation.     It  is  but 

sick  persons  are  moved  about  in  this  way,  justice  to  one  of  the  Commissioners,  Mr. 

and  the  evidence  gives  a  case  in  which  one  Twiselton,  an  English  gentleman  intimately 

person  actually  died  during  her  forced  pere-  acquainted  with  the  administration  of  the 

grinations.     The  superintendent  of  police  in  Poor  Law  in  England,  to  say  that  he  dis- 

Roxburghshire  unconsciously  testifies  against  sented  from  the  report  much  on  the  grounds 

the  cruel  usage  of  the  poor.     "  Witness  has  which  have  been  advanced  against  it  by  Dr. 


gone  round  to  the  farm  houses,  and  got  the 
masters  to  agree  neither  to  serve  nor  to 
harbour  vagrants;  but  then  their  wives 
scout  him,  and  tell  him  that  they  are  in 


Alison  and  ourselves.  We  feel  deeply  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Twiselton.  He  is  not  the 
first  Englishman  who  has  befriended  Scot- 
land, and  we  trust  that  his  example  will  be 


the  will  of  God  Almighty, — and  that  as  long  followed  by  many  of  his  countrymen  in  the 

as  they  have  a  handful  of  meal  or  a  pickle  of  British  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  that  by 

straw,  they  will  not  turn  the  beggars  from  their  means  the  hands  of  Scotland's  friends 

the  door.''                                          *  may  be  strengthened  and  enabled  to   do 

It  cannot  be  the  object  of  the  managers  of  justice  to  the  poor, 
the  poor  in  Scotland  to  destroy  every  good  Of  Dr.  Alison's  work  it  is  scarcely 
trait  amongst  their  countrymen.  They  will  necessary  for  us  to  say  a  word  in  praise.  It 
neither  give  nor  let  give,  yet  they  assure  us  is  almost  enough,  in  order  that  it  be  prized, 
the  great  object  they  have  in  view  is  to  that  it  be  known  as  his.  We  earnestly  re- 
elevate  the  character  of  the  people.  Not  commend  a  perusal  of  it  by  all  friends  of 
satisfied  with  rendering  the  poor,  miserable  Scotland,  by  all  friends  of  humanity.  It  is 
beggars,  miscreants,  and  criminals,  would  the  fearless  and  able  advocacy  of  the  cause 
they  destroy  the  very  virtue  of  charity,  even  of  the  poor,  by  a  man  who  has  for  them,  a 
amongst  women — a  virtue  which  their  theories  heart  to  prompt,  a  head  to  guide,  and  a 
make  it  a  point  to  foster.     It  is  gladdening  hand  to  give. 


to  observe,  despite  the  efforts  of  police,  that 
Scotch  women  will  still  be  charitable,  and 
share  with  women  in  the  savage  state  that 
heaven-bom  trait  so  well  described  by  the 
poet  of  the  poor — 

"  Man  may  the  sterner  virtues  know. 
Determined  justice,  truth  severe : 
But  fentale  hearts  with  pity  ?low. 
And  woman  holds  aflliction  aear." 

We  would  venture  to  add — 

**  Be*t  woman's  sacred  part,  to  fill, 
TVith  hope,  the  fainting  begrar*s  breast ; 
Hie '  pickle  straw,  the  bandfu'  meal,' 
To  give  him— hunted  and  opprest." 

Mr.  Chadwick  speaks  to  the  point.  He 
says  : — "  To  refuse  relief,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  punish  mendicity  when  it  cannot  be 
proved  that  the  offender  could  have  obtained 
subsistence  by  labour,  is  repugnant  to  the 
common  sentiments  of  mankind." 

To  sum  up — doubtless  the  Commissioners 


S.  Scott  Alison,  M.D. 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
London. 


THEORY   OF  RESPIRATION. 

By  George  Kemp,  M.D.  Cantab. 
Fellow  of  the  Cambridge  Philosophical  Society. 

{For  the  Medical  Gazette.) 

The  object  of  the  following  paper  is  to 
connect  the  principal  facts  of  the  phe- 
nomena of  respiration,  as  elicited  by 
trustworthy  observers,  and  to  offer  a 
new  and  independent  mode  of  account- 
ing for  the  results  of  that  process. 

It  is  taken  for  granted,  as  an  axiom 
never  to  be  infringed,  "that  experi- 
ments so  constituted  as  to  ensnre  the 
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greatest  practical  simplicity  in  their  and  every  candid  person  must  ncknow- 

conditions,  and  at  the  same  time  to  es-  ledge,  that  the  most   carefully    con- 

tablish  general  principles,  cannot  be  ducted  elementary  analysis  is  subject  to 

set  aside,  or  even  invalidated,  by  such  appreciable  error :  we  have,  therefore, 

as  involve  numerous  stages,  each  one  of  Mx  chances  of  error  to  begin  with  :  if 

which  is  exposed  to  known  sources  of  the  quantity  of  water  in  each  was  esti- 

error,  and  which,  after  all,  are  only  mated  by  a  separate  operation,  as  was 

calculated  to  prove  a  particular  case. "  the  case  in  the  bread,  the  chances  of 

Considerable  difficulty  has  arisen  error  amount  to  twelve;  again,  these 
from  the  veiy  discrepant  results  ob-  bodies  are  not  definite  chemical  com- 
tained  by  Lavoisier  and  S^guin,  as  com-  pounds,  but  mere  mechanical  mixtures 
pared  with  those  of  Menzies,  Davy,  differing  in  every  part ;  still  further, 
Allen,  and  Pepys;  and  the  cause  of  the  portions  usea  tor  analysis  formed 
this  difficulty  seems  principally  to  have  but  a  very  small  part  of  the  whole.  The 
originated  in  the  pre-conception,  that  results  obtained,  for  instance,  as  the 
the  function  of  the  lungs  is  carried  on  composition  of  bread  were  doubtless 
with  uniform  intensity.  Dr.  Prout  did  true,  for  the  three  or  four  hundred 
much  to  reconcile  the  statements  of  millegrammes  used  for  analysis,  but 
previous  philosophers,  by  showing,  that  cannot  be  assumed  so  for  27,93iS  ounces 
the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  given  off,  which  were  consumed, 
and  consequently,  of  carbon  oxydised.  These  remarks  are  by  no  means  made 
appreciably  differs  at  different  periods  of  in  a  spirit  of  hypercriticism,  but  as  an 
the  twenty-four  hours ;  and,  in  a  most  apology,  if  such  can  be  needed,  for  not 
valuable  summary  of  recent  researches  receiving  results  thus  obtained,  in  op- 
published  in  the  Chemical  Gazette,  No.  position  to  those  of  the  highest  autho- 
38,  p.  154,  we  are  put  in  possession  of  rity,  by  means  of  other  modes  which 
important  average  observations,  which,  do  not  participate  in  so  many  sources  of 
when  taken  in  connection  with  other  error. 

independent  facts,  will,  if  the  writer       But,  whatever  may  be  thought  of 

mistakes  not,  place   the  subject  in  a  Professor  Liebig's  statements,  his  rea- 

much  clearer  point  of  view  than  we  soning  on  the  respiration  is  still  more 

have  hitherto  enjoyed.  unfortunate,  as  it  involves  the  palpable 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  two  absurdity,  that  the'part  is  greater  than 
modes  of  investigation  have  been  the  whole;  that  the  qiiantity  of  oxygen 
adopted  to  solve  the  problem  of  respi-  contained  in  a  certain  portion  of  car- 
ration  :  the  one,  by  deducing  tne  bonic  acid  is  greater  than  the  quantity 
quantity  of  carbon  consumed  from  the  of  carbonic  acid  itself:  thus,  at  p.  13, 
quantity  of  carbonic  acid  given  off  by  we  read : — *'  If  we  assume,  with  Lavoi- 
the  lunfirs ;  the  other,  by  comparing  sier  and  S^euin,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
the  whole  amount  of  carbon  received  as  foundation  for  our  calculation,  that  an 
food  into  the  animal  frame  with  the  adult  man  receives  into  his  system 
carbon  conveyed  away  with  effete  daily  32}  ounces  (46,037  cubic  incne8= 
matter,  gave  the  difference  as  expres-  15,661  gpnins,  French  weight)  of- 
sive  of  the  quantity  of  the  carbon  re-  oxygen,"  &c.  &c. 
moved  by  the  respiratory  organs.  The  Now,  Lavoisier  and  S^euin  estimated 
latter  plan  has  been  adopted  by  Dalton  the  carbonic  acid  exh;ued  from  the 
(whose  results  do  not  remarkably  differ  lun^^s  in  twenty-four  hours  at  8584 
from  those  obtained  by  the  former  grains,  or  17»9  ounces,  which  are  equi- 
mode),  and  more  recently  under  the  valent  to  13  ounces  of  oxygen,  not  32} 
direction  of  Professor  Liebig,  the  results  ounces.  But  the  fact  is,  that  the  whole 
of  which  differ  so  widely  and  essentially  table  at  page  283,  note  1,  is  false,  as 
from  all  the  others,  that  they  cannot  be  any  person  acquainted  with  the  fact, 
rendered  available ;  nor  will  a  practical  that  the  volomes  of  carbonic  acid  and 
man  have  eny  difficulty  in  discovering  the  quantity  of  oxygen  it  contains  are 
that  the  whole  plan  was  ill  devised,  as  so  nearly  equal  as  to  be  considered  so 
known  sources  of  error  exist  at  each  in  all  approximate  calculations,  will  see 
one  of  the  numerous  stages  of  opera-  at  a  glance.  In  this  table  the  volume 
tion.  of  oxygen  is  in  the  first  line  made  more 

Here  are,  for  instance,  six  different  than  three  times  that  of  the  corre- 

substances  to  be  analysed — bread,  pota-  sponding  carbonic  acid,  and  in  lines 

toes,  meat,  lentils,  pease,  and  beans  ;  tnree  and  four,  the  smaller  quantity  of 
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carbonic  acid  contains  more  oxygen  the  other.    Now  the  ultimate  products 

than  the  larger.                           ^  of  the  disintegration  of  animal  bodies, 

Having  thus  removed  the  principal  may,  in    a  practical    point   of   view, 

stumbling-block  from  our  path,  we  at  be  confined  to  urea,  carbonic  acid,  and 

once  proceed  to  offer  an  independent  water.     It  is  true  that   we  are  unac- 

mode  of  solving  the  problem  of  respira-  quainted  with  the  composition  of  the 

tion,  and  then  to  test  its  accuracy  by  peculiar  fatt^  matter  secreted  by  the 

the  observations  of  others.  skin;  but  this  is  so  small  a  quantity, 

Assuming,  as  in  a  former  case,  that  as  compared  with  the  others,  that  it 

the  chyle  contains  in  itself  all  that  is  may  be  practically  neglected,  and  will, 

necessary  for  the  fresh  deposits  in  the  even  witn.  the  addition  of  organic  ele- 

animal  body,  whether  tissues  or  fat,  it  ments  which  separate  from  the  body 

is  clear  that  the  sum  of  the  elements  of  in    the  form  oi   hair,  nails,   &c.  be 

the  new  deposits  will  accuratelv  express  found  to  involve  but  a  very  small  frac- 

the  sum  or  the  elements  of  the  chyle,  tional  error  in  calculation.    The  prob- 

however  the  molecular    arrangement  lem,  then,  to  be  solved,  resolves  itself 

of  the    two   may    differ;    it  is    also  simply  into  establishing  the  relation 

clear,  that  provided  we  are  able  to  between  the  sum  of  the  elements  in  the 

collect  all  tne  ultimate  products  into  chyle,  and  those  which  pass  out  of  the 

which  the  new  deposits  resolve  them-  body  in  the  form  of  urea,  carbonic  acid, 

selves,  the  sum  of  tne  elements  of  these  and  water.    As  a  preliminary  step,  we 

products  will  also  be  accurately  repre-  proceed  to  determine  the  quantity  of 

sented  by  the  sum  of  the  elements  of  oxygen  necessarv  to  resolve  the  ele- 

tbe  new  deposits :  it  will  therefore  be  ments  of  the  chyle  into  the  above  three 

eranted,  that  the  original  formative  bodies ;  or,  as  urea  may,  by  the  mere 

body,  the  chyle,  and  the  ultimate  pro-  addition  of  the  elements  of  water,  be 

ducts  are  legitimate  subjects  of  com-  converted  into  carbonate  of  ammonia, 

parison,    ana    that    the    sum   of  the  into  the  three  binary  forms,  carbonic 

elements   of  the  one  may  be  taken  acid^  water,  and  ammonia ;  thus  ~ 
as  expressive  of  the   composition  of 

the  chyle  •»- 10  equi.  of  water  «€,,  H^a  N^  O^i  +  10  HO 

—  Cflg    Hag    N^  Ogi 

s=(C0,  Hgg  Og  J  +  5  equi.  of  carbonate  of  ammonia. 
(A)  and  (C„  H.g  0,i)  +  123  0=53  (COjj)  +  38  HO. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  convert  the  necessary :  the  ratio,  then,  of  the  carbon 

whole  of  the  chyle  into  the  ultimate  taken  in  the  food  to  the  oxygen  ob- 

products  obtained  from  the  lungs,  skin,  tained  by  the  act  of  respiration  is — 
and  kidneys,  123  equi.  of  oxygen  are 

Cst  :  0,aat  bnt  Ca8«58  x  75  ;  and  O,g,-»12300; 

=4350 

therefore  the  ratio  C..                4350  1 


aa 


0,sa  12300  2,82 

Again,  the  cbyle=  C^s  H^.  N^  O^^ 

^(C^,  H^,  N^  0.o)  +  4cqui.  of  urea=(C^.Ha  ^i  OJ 
«(C5,  Hag  Oao)  +  4  NH,  +  ieqiu.  of  urea. 
(B)and  (Ca,  Ha,  Oao)  +  O,as*57  COa  +  29  HO. 

Again,  therefore,    we    require    123  sequel.    With  reference  to  the  quantity 

equivalents  of  oxygen  to  convert  the  of    carbon  consumed,    the  tables    of 

body  remaining,  after  the  elimination  Andral,  Gavarret,  and  Scharling,  as 

of  urea  and  ammonia  from  the  chyle,  given  in  the  Chemical  Gazette,  p.  156 

into  carbonic  acid  and  water.  and  157»  1844,  are  made  use  of,  as  they 

We^   therefore    assume,     that    the  contain  a  summary  of  no  less  than  90 

quanti^  of  the  carbon  in  the  urea  observations,  on  different  persons,  at 

secreted,  is  to  the  oxygen  obtained  by  various  ages,  made  by  night  as  well  as 

respiration,  as  C  :  Ojas*  or  75  :  12300, .  day.    For  the  quantity  and  analysis  of 

and  to  the  whole  amount  of  carbon  in  unne,  the  tables  of  M.  Alfred  Becquerel 

the  chyle  as  1  :  58.    The  practical  ob-  are  referred  to,  as  these  have  obtained 

servations  of  others  agree  well  with  the  sanction  of   the    very    extensive 

this  hypothesis,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  clinical  experience  of  Dr.  Frout  and 

888.— XXXV.  X 
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Dr.  Golding  Bird :  they  are  recorded  ia  the  urine  is  to  that  of  the  chyle  as  1 :  58, 

Dr.  Prout's  work  "  On  Stomach  and  the  quantity  of  the  former  is,  by  calcu- 

Urinary  Diseases/'  p.  519,  last  edition,  i.^*  „  8,64      o  i^io  ^f  -«  ^„«--    ^^a 

^     According  to  the  tables  on  respira-  ^'^"'  ^  =^'*^  °'  »"  <^^°<^^»  «^^d 

tion,  it  is  stated,  that  the  average  of  this  is  well  borne  out  by  Dr.  Front's 

carbon  expired  per  hour,  after  correc-  tables :  thus,  35  fluid  ounces  of  urine, 

tions  for  moisture,  is  11,2  grammes;  sp.  gr.   1020,  passed   in  twentr-four 

the  maximum,  according  to  Brunner  hours,  contains  226,802  grains  of  urea, 

and  Valentin,  1 1  ^mmes ;  but  a  small  and  146,467  of  other  organic  matter,  in 

portion  of  carbonic  acid  is  also  exhaled  combination  with  ammonia.    Professor 

by  the  skin   (Dalton    estimated   this  Liebig  and  Dr.  Enderling  have  recently 

quantity  at  i  of  an  ounce  per  diem)  :  denied  the  existence  of  lactic  acid  in 

we  shall  be  perfectly  safe,  then,  in  as-  urine,  but,  whatever  this  small  portion 

suming  the  quantity  of  carbon  given  of  organic  matter  may  be,  the  circum- 

pffper  hour,  by  lunffs  and  skin,  as  11,2  stance  of  ammonia  being  present  ren- 

French  grammes ;  this,  for  the  twenty-  ders  it  perfectly  safe  to  consider  the 

four  hours,  amounts  to  8,64  English  ammonia  compound  as  represented  by 

ounces.   If,  then,  there  be  any  truth  in  the  formula  for  urea.    Now, 
the  statement  above,  that  the  carbon  in 

226,802  grain8+  146,467  grains » 373,269 

>aO,77  of  an  ounce, 
but  nrea»C,  H^  N^  Oa»754, 

andCa»150, 
therefore  the  amount  of  carbon  contained  in  urea  is  as  150  :  754, 

or      1:5; 
and  therefore  the  quantity  of  carbon  in  the  urea »  0,7  7 

5 

*b0,155  of  an  ounce. 

We  have  also  seen  above,  that  the  urea,  or  emaciation  must  result  from 

quantity  of  carbon,  calculated  on  h^po-  the  rapid  elimination  of  tissues, 

thesis,  IS  0,148  of  an  ounce ;  a  comci-  But  there  is  another  point  to  deter- 

dence  which  is  remarkable,  and  c^cu-  mine.    On  comparing  the  formula  for 

lated  to  give  some  confidence  in  its  the  chyle  with  the  (juantity  of  oxygen 

truth.  obtained  by  respiration,  we  find  an  ex- 

The  pathologist  will  now  trace  the  cess  of  this  element ;  thus,  C^g  requires 

connection  between  diminished  action  onlv  116  equivalents  of  oxygen,  while 

of  the  lunffs,  as  in  "  phthisis  pulmo-  both  my  hypothesis  and  tne  facts  of 

nalis,"  and  the  tendency  to  secrete  an  the  case  arnve  at  123  equivalents ;  how, 

abnormal   proportion    of   lithic   acid,  then,  is  this  excess   of   oxygen  dis* 

when  compared  with  the  urea ;  he  will  posed  of  P 

also  see  wny,  in  cases  of  excessive  se-  On  referring  to  equation  (B)  it  ap- 

cretion  of  urea,  the  quantity  is  greater  pears,  that  of  the  29  equivalents  of 

during  the  night  than  the  day,  the  in-  water  supposed  to  be  formed  during  the 

tensity  of  respiration  during  the  daj  process    of   elimination,    9   must   be 

being  to  the  night  as  1,24: 1.    It  is  formed  into  water,  at  the  expense  of 

evident,  that  in  the  latter  disease  one  9  out  of  the   123  equivalents  of  the 

of  two  things  must  happen ;  either  the  oxygen  furnished  by  the  respiratory 

intensity  of  the  respiration  must  be-  process.    Thus, 
come  inverse  to  the  disposition  to  form 

^^.7««»"«o;  +  "i«.-  ec,^H.oOao  +  0,,^  +  9equi.ofwatcr. 

And  this  acrees  with  the  universally  oxygen  thus  absorbed,  by  hypothesis, 

acknowledged  fact,  that  the  volume  of  with  the  whole  quantity  of  carbon  con- 

COa  given  out  never  equals  that  of  the  tained  in  the  chyle,  we  arrive  at  as 

oxygen  inspired;  and  the  above  formula  near  an   approximation    as    we    can 

shows  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  the*  possibly   expect   to   the  quantity  of 

case,  it  never  can.  oxygen  actuuly  found  by  direct  expeh- 

Now,  on  comparing  the  quantity  of  ment  to  have  msappeared,  for 
C«g  :  Og  !  :  4350  :  900 

and  4350  :  900  :  :  the  whole  quantity  of  carbon  the  deficient  quantity 

eliminated  of  oxygen 

:  :  B,  64  1,78 
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But  the  quantity  of  oxygen  required  appears  in  man  during  respiration  is, 
to  convert  carbon  8,64 ounces  into  CO9  according  to  Brunner  and  Valentin,  ^ 
18  23,04;  the  whole  amount  of  oxygen  ofthe  whole  amount ;  Dulong  also  found 
inspired  is,  therefore,  24,82,  and  Brunner  it  about  ^ ;  but  in  carnivorous  animus 
found,  as  an  average  of  twelve  experi-  the  loss  was  as  much  as  ^  to  ^  ,*  it  is 
ments,  that  the  volume  of  oxygen  in-  evident,  then,  that  however  the  law  of 
spired  was  to  the  volume  of  carbonic  the  diffusion  of  gases  may  explain  the 
acid  formed  as  4,720 : 4,356 ;  the  phenomenon  in  graminivorous  mam- 
deficiency  is  therefore  0,364 ;  which  is  malia,  here  it  utterly  fails.  In  the 
also  confirmed  by  Professor  Valentin's  theory  of  the  bile  I  deduced  a  formula 
mean  of  twelve  experiments;  and  on  for  the  chyle,  from  the  analyses  of 
comparhigthis  with  the  whole  quantity  Marcet  and  Macaire,  which  proved  the 
of  oxygen,  according  to  the  expen-  remarkable  fact,  that  this  primo- 
mental  data,  we  have  4^720  :  4,356  :  :  formative  body  is  represented,  both  in 
24,82:1,9,  having  obtained  1,78  by  carnivorous  and  graminivorous  mam- 
hypothesis,  malia,  by  the  same  formula,  C^^  K^^ 

Nor  does  this  theory  fail  to  assist  us  N«  O^^ ;   and  by  supposing  that  tne 

in  the  remarkable  case  of  carnivorous  whole  of  the  nitrogen  is  eliminated  in 

animals.     It  has  been  seen  above,  that  the  form  of  urea, 
the    quantity  of   oxygen  which   dis- 

Cj.  H^,  N.  O.,  becomes  (C..  H^,  N,  0.,)-(C«  H,    N^  O.) 

^^  (^A«  ^ts  ^i«  "~^i  ^^^  of  urea. 

Now,  to  convert  Cf,  H.,  O^^  into  lents  of  oxygen  are  required;  thus- 
carbonic  acid  and  water,  123  equiva- 

C««  ^8«  ^ie"*'^»a«'*Ci8  ^17  ^laa  "^^^  ^^^'  of  water. 

We  have,  therefore,  a  demand  for  an  Quotes  the  opinion  of  Schultz,  as  de- 
excess  of  17  equivalents  of  oxygen,  in-  auced  from  most  exceptionable  experi- 
atead  of  9.  This  is  only  one  of  many  ments,  in  order  to  controvert  them  ; 
modes  of  showing  that  an  excess  of  which  he  does  by  a  most  masterly  "re- 
urea  involves  an  excess  of  hydrogen  to  ductio  ad  absurdum."  ''  Sollte  nun," 
be  oxydised,  and  has  been  selected  as  says  Burdach,  **  ein  Ochs  eben  so  viel 
the  most  simple  case;  but  others  are  Speichelwienach  Schultzen'sMeinung 
sufficiently  oovious.  By  referring  to  einPferd,namlich  lOPfund.secerniren, 
the  analysis  of  the  urine  of  the  Hon,  so  wiirden  diese  beiden  Secretionen 
tiger,  and  leopard,  by  Hieronymus*,  it  allein,  binnen  24  Stunden  so  viel  be- 
will  be  seen  that  this  fluid  contains  trasen  als  die  gesammte  Blutmasse." 
13^2  per  cent,  of  urea ;  the  average  of  But  we  have  no  occasion  in  this  in- 
hnman  urine  only  1,4  per  cent.;  the  stance  to  resort  to  analogical  reason- 
hypothetical  assumption  is,  therefore,  ing,  as  we  possess  facts  of  a  most  deter- 
fuliy  borne  out  by  fact.  mmate  character  for  our  guidance.     It 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  examine  has  already  been  shown,  that  the  bile, 

Professor  Liebigfs  views  with  reference  from  its  composition,  is  most  probably 

to  the  bile,  as  an  agent  in  respiration,  destined  for  a  much  more  important 

which  are,  however,  from  beginning  to  object   than    merely    to    re-enter  the 

end,  so  contrary  to  analogy  and  met,  system  in  order  to  be  eliminated  in 

that  were  they  not  extensively  circu-  the  form  of  carbonic  acid  and  water ;  it 

latedy  they  would  not  be  worthy  of  has  also  been  shewn,  that  the  food  of 

serious  notice.    The  whole  error  has  all  animals  contains  one  portion,  which 

arisen  from  a  want  of  practical  know-  absolutely  requires  to  be  combined  with 

ledge  of  the  subject,  and  a  very  partial  a  body  consisting  of  the  same  elements, 

record  of  the  testimony  of  others.    At  in  precisely  the  same  proportion  as  the 

page  64  of  his  '*  Animal  Chemistry,"  he  bile,  before  it  can  be  converted  into 

nas  stated,  on  the  authority  of  Burdach,  chyle.    In  a  paper,  which  will  shortly 

that  man  secretes  daily  1/ to  24  ounces  appear,  on  Digestion,  Assimilation,  and 

of  bile ;   a  large  dog,  36  ounces ;   a  Nutrition,  it  will  be  proved,  from  the 

horse,  37  lbs. ;   not^,  on  referring  to  noble  researches  of  Boussingault,  that 

Burdach,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  merely  the  whole  of  the  bile  which  can  be  sup- 

-     ,  .-    -     ^  -  ^-  : ,  ,  ^ — - —  posed  to  be  secreted  is  necessary  for  tne 

De«^«  B^d,  t^S^** ''°''  ^'  ^'  ®'*™"°''  conversion  of  the  non-azotised  portion 
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of  the  food  into  the  nutrient  fluid ;  and  nization  and  disintegration,  are    ob- 

those  who  have  made  direct  experiments  served  in  graminivorous  as  carnivorous 

on  the  subject,  know  well  that  the  bile,  mammalia,  and  that  these  laws    act 

when  perfectly  freed  from  mucus,  and  under  precisely  similar  conditions ;  nor 

exposed  to  a  moderate  temperature  and  is  it  necessary  to  suppose  that  in  the 

Atmo6phericair,isnotdisposed  to  giveoff  former  class  of  animals  the  non-azotised 

its  carbon  in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid,  portion  of  the  food  affords  carbon  for 

whereas  fibrine  or  blood,  submilted  to  the  production  of  carbonic  acid  in  the 

the   same    conditions,    eliminates   its  lungs :  nor  is  it  consistent  with  stroc- 

carbon  in  the  usual  binary  form  with  tural  or  physiological  facts,  that  any 

the  sreatest  facility :    the  bile  is,  in  part  of  the  amylaceous  portion  of  the 

fact,  by  no  means  suited  fur  the  produc-  food  is  converted  into  carbonic  acid 

tion  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  way  alluded  before  its  assimilation  and  adaptation  to 

to,  while  the  fibrine  is  eminently  so.  some  part  of  the  animal  frame.    The 

Without  attaching  undue  im['ortance  carbonic  acid  is,  in  fact,  as  much  the 

to  the  above  views ;  without  presuming  result  of  elimination  of  effete  matter 

to  think  that  subsequent  discoveries  in  the  one  class  of  animals  as  in  the 

may    not   render    some    modification  other. 

necessary;  and  above  all,  without  in  4.  That  neither  is  the  bile  a  source  of 

the  slightest  degree  interfering  with  carbon  for  the  lungs,  as    it    is    not 

that  broad  line  of  demarcation  which  adapted  for  the  elimination  of  that 

sound  philosophy  will  ever  interpose  element  under  the  conditions  which 

between  what  ma%f  be  and  what  really  are  present,  viz.  under  the  influence  of 

i$2  the  writer  believes,  that  many  por-  moderate  heat,  oxygen,  and  moisture, 

tions  of  the  above  reasoning  will  be  but  is  required  for  the  assimilation  of 

considered  as  near  an  approach  to  de-  the  non-azotised  portion  of  the  food, 

monstration  as  moral  evidence  admits  5.  That  these  theoretical  deductions 

of,  and  that  this  theory  accounts  more  are  borne  out  by  chemical  and  physio- 

fully  and  satisfactorilv  for  the  facts  of  logical  observations,  so  far  as  cami- 

the  case,  than  any  other  which  we  at  vorous  and  graminivorous  mammalia  are 

present  possess.  concerned.    The  biliary  fluid  and  chyle 

The  principal  points  of  the  above  of  serpents  and  birds  not  having  been 

paper  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : —  examined,  we  are  clearly  without  the 

1.  That  respiration,  urinary  secre<  data  forexplaining  the  process  of  respi- 

tion,  and  exhalation,  so  far  as  it  regards  ration,  as  it  occurs  in  their  cases.* 

the  moisture  formed  by  the  excess  of  Douglas,  Isle  of  Man, 

hydrogen  in  .the  matters  eliminated,  Oct. »,  1844. 


stand  in  a  certain  determinate  relation  •  as  this  paper  may  fall  into  the  hands  of 

to  each  other;    and  this   relation   is  tJ»o"«  who  entertain  a  justifiable  decree   of 

•ach.  that  if  one  of  these  functions  ffiSffo'frUSrSSZ.Xp'SS'.SrcS^ 

vary  in  intensity,  the  others  will  vary  mathematical  treatment,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 

also,  either  directly,  and  in  that  case  wbjoin,  that,  in  reasoning  onthe  interchange  of 

. ,     '  1 .     .      . .         « V.            .  elements  m  organic  bodies,  the  sums  and  dif- 

the  elimination  Ot  tissues  becomes  m-  ferences  alone  of  the  elements  are  regarded,  and 

creased  in  proportion,  or  inversely,  in  thus  the  expression  Cbb  H4«  N«  O21,  for 

which  case  thev  mav  be  considered  as  «»*n>Pl«»  impiies  merely,  that  the  chyle  is  com- 

wnicn  case  mey  may  oe  consmerea  as  ^,^  ^^  ^^^^  elements  in  the  proportions  sUted, 

mutually  compensative.  in  a  cerUin  molecular  condition  easentiaUy  dif- 

2.  That  the   excess  of  oxygen  ab-  g""?  '■^^A**®*'^  T"^  addition :  the  formute, 

m^ju^A    ,,wA*u  «»^.^»»*  ♦^    «^i .,"«?«    «,.,^-  N+O  and  NO,  equally  well  express  the  presence 

sorbed,  with  respect  to    volume,  over  of  nitrogen  aid  oxygen  in  the  ratio  of  their 

the  volume  of  carbonic  acid  exhaled,  is  equivalents,  but  the  one  represents  atmosjAeric 
fully  explained  by  the  circumstance  •»'»« mwe mechanical mUture ;  the othen pro- 
*u-.:  *u  "^  .•.  ^  c  ^"^""'/***">^^  toxide  of  nitrogen,  a  chemical  compound.  In 
that  the  quantity  of  oxygen  in  the  reasoning  of  this  kind,  compound  bodies  are 
effete  matters  is  not  sufficient  for  the  considered  as  disioterrated.  and  the  numbers  ex- 
tivirUtinn  r*f  thA  hvilrncrAn  Tho  P«Miiig  the  equivalents  of  each  element  are 
nxiaaiion  of  tne  nydrogen.  ine  Xy^^  ^^d  as  co^sfficienU,  nor  can  these  con- 
theory,  however,  does  not  suppose  that  ventional  formula,  as  universally  adopted  in 
this  change  is  confined  to  any  one  part,  gcnnany,  occasion  any  concision,  as  Uiey  differ 

«.k«  i.,n^  «u-  :«.*.«..^    K.,*^^ -  £.  :  '^™  *«»y  known  mathematical  expressions.  The 

the  lungs  for  instance,  but  occurs  m  exponential  mode  of  expression  as  used  in  France, 

every  portion  of  the  animal  frame  in  >bould  tmdoubtedly  be  abandoned ;  the  formula 

which  the  eliminatinn  of  effete  matlera  (H+0)S  leads  instincthrely  to  expansion  by  the 
wnicn  ine  eiiminauon  oi  eneie  matters  binominal  theorem,  producing  a  series  of  corn- 
takes  place    through   the    agency    o  pounds  which  would  astonish  most  chemists. 


oxygen 


That  the  same  laws,  both  of  orga- 
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ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  or  BOOKS.  ^^^]f^  *^«  natural  course  of  societjr  as 

well  as  of  the  sun,  had  for  some  time 

been  felt,  and  after  long  and  anxious 

*'  L'miteor  w  tue  ^  allonirer  c«  que  le  lecteor  w  search  for  a  house,  the  one  in  Bemers 

tueiiabr«ger."-D'ALBMBBET.  Street  was  found,  and  the  Society  re- 

moved   thither,  we  forget  how  many 

Mtdieo'Ckirurgical  Transaetions,  pulh-  years  ago— some  ten  or  twelve  at  leaat. 

Hiked  hv  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chi'  This  event  was  a  new  epoch  in  the 
mrgicai  Society  of  London  Vol.  the  Society's  prosperity;  the  meetings 
XXVIIth :  of  New  Series  vol.  the  were  soon  better  attended  than  ever 
XlXth.  London,  1844.  they  had  been  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields ; 
Theeb  are  usually  phases  in  the  life  of  new  members  began  to  come  in  in 
learned  societies  as  well  as  in  the  life  shoals;  the  funds,  from  being  some- 
of  man.  They  are  weak  at  first,  or  what  crippled,  became  prosperous ;  the 
they  are  strong;  but,  in  either  case,  volume  or  Transactions,  instead  of  be- 
they  are  generally  instinct  with  power,  ing  a  burthen,  proved  a  source  of  re- 
so  that  the  weakness  wiU  often  grow  venue ;  and  under  the  brilliant  presi- 
into  strength,  the  strength  will  advance  dencies  of  Dr.  Bright  and  Sir  Benjamin 
to  lustv  manhood.  By  and  by,  how-  Brodie  the  Society  may  be  said  to  have 
ever,  the  spirit  that  seemed  to  animate  reached  its  acm^.  Let  it  not  be  for- 
them  flags  ;  as  in  a  tree,  the  fruit-  gotten,  however,  that  it  was  under  the 
bearing  boughs  of  earlier  periodsbecoroe  presidency  of  Dr.  Elliotson,  in  1835, 
old,  and  cease  to  put  forth  blossoms,  or  that  the  grand  start  in  the  prosperity 
they  are  pruned  away  one  after  another,  of  the  Society's  affairs  was  made.  In 
until  by  the  time  that  a  single  genera-  the  joint  names  of  John  Elliotsot], 
tion  of  men  has  run  its  course,  the  tree  Doctor  of  Physic,  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
often  stands  there  with  nothing  of  its  Bart.,  and  John  Yelloly,  Doctor  of 
original  parts  about  it  save  the  trunk;  Physic,  a  petition  was  presented  to  His 
and  the  trunk,  we  know,  though  in-  Majesty  King  William  IV.,  praying 
dispensable,  is  yet  the  least  essential  for  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  for  the 
portion  of  the  tree ;  for  strip  the  trunk  Society,  which  was  most  graciously 
of  all  its  buds,  it  will  inevitably  die,  grantedon  the  30th  of  September,  1835, 
whilst  each  individual  bud,  set  by  sincewhichtimetheSaciety  hashad  the 
itself,  or  grafted  on  another  stem,  will  prefix  of  Royal,  and  the  members  have 
ri^e  up  an  independent  plant.  been  designated  Fellows.  The  printed 
Even  so  it  is  with  learned  societies ;  list  of  members  in  this  year  occupies 
they  have  their  periods  of  vigour  in  about  fourteen  pages;  the  list  in  the 
the  majority  of  instances,  and  then  they  volume  which  has  just  appeared  takes 
have  their  periods  of  decline.  It  is  up  as  many  as  twenty-eight  pages, — 
not  often  that  they  oscillate  betwixt  an  extension  from  which  the  augmented 
stren^h  and  weakness,  betwixt  growth  prosperity  of  the  Society  may  be  surely 
and  decay.  Yet  they  do  sometimes,  inferred.  It  is  with  great  regret,  how- 
and  the  causes,  or  assignable  causes,  of  ever,  that  we  perceive  the  name  of  Dr. 
each  estate,  vary  in  different  cases.  Elliotson  withdrawn  fiom  the  list  of 
Sitting  still  too  long  in  one  place  has  Fellows;  the  benefactor  of  the  Society, 
occasionally  seemed  the  most  potential  as  its  active  ofilcer,  and  for  many 
cause  of  decay ;  and  again,  removal  years  the  unwearied  contributor  to  its 
from  the  orij^inal  soil  has  seemed  to  Transactions,  ought  still  to  be  found 
bring  the  bhght.  But  in  other  and  on  its  roll.  The  unhappy  and  much- 
more  fortunate  instances  removal  has  vexed  question  of  mesmerism  was,  we 
appeared  to  exert  the  happiest  in-  believe,  the  cause  of  Dr.  EUiotson's  se- 
fluences.  The  Royal  Medical  and  Chi-  cession  from  the  Society, 
rurgical  Society  is  one  of  those  which  Contemporaries,  and  parties  near  at 
has  pursued  the  tenor  of  its  way  pretty  hand,  iudge  of  societies  by  the  attrac- 
evemv,  on  the  whole ;  it  has  had  its  tions  they  present  at  their  public  meet- 
periods  of  splendour  and  of  more  mode-  ings ;  posterity,  and  those  at  a  distance, 
ratelustre,butit  has  never  suffered  any-  form  their  estimate  from  the  contents 
thing  like  a  total  eclipse.  The  Society  of  the  published  volumes  of  Transac- 
had  rather  languished  for  some  years  tions.  During  the  earlier  period  of  the 
in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields ;  the  necessity  Medico-Chirorgical  Society's  existence, 
for  a  westward  move,  which  may  be  it  was  by  no  means  held  necessary  to 
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publish  a  volame  every  year.    One  in  Urine,  by  Dr.  Jones.    On  Obstructions 
two,  or  sometimes  even  more,  sufficed  of  the  Branches  of  the  Pulmonary  Ar- 
to  embrace  every  thing  thnt  was  deemed  tery,  by  Mr.  Paget.     On  the  Compo- 
worthy  to  see  the  light  under  the  aegis  sition  of  the  Meconium,  by  Dr.  Davy, 
of  the  Society.    Of  late  years  the  So-  On  Paracentesis  Thoracis,  by  Dr.  Ha- 
ciety  has  felt  it  a  duty  to  publish  every  milton  Roe.   Case  of  Empyena,  by  Dr. 
year.     Of  course,  when  very  rigid  se-  Theopilus  Thompson.    Omental  Sacs 
lection  is  made,  the   article  may  be  in  Hernia,  by  Mr.  Hewett.    Case  of 
presumed  to  comeout  more  intrinsically  Dissecting  Ameurism  of  the  Aorta,  by 
valuable ;  and  it  is  unquestionable  that  Dr.  Todd.     Case  of  Aneurism  of  the 
the  earlier  volumes  of  the  Transactions  External  Iliac  Artery,  in  which  the  In* 
of  the  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  temal  Iliac  was   tied,  by  Mr.    Hey, 
will  for  ever  remain  monuments  of  the  York.  Cases  of  Tubular  Ifixpectoration 
activity  and  discrimination  with  which  from  the    Lungs,  by  Dr.  Reid.       A 
medical  science  was  cultivated  in  £ng-  Tabular  View  of  the  Seat  of  Tubercle 
land  during  the  period  of  their  ap-  in   180  Cases,  by  Dr.  P.  H.  Green, 
pearance.     But  wc  arc  by  no  means  Case  of  Tumour  of  the  Right  Hypo- 
disposed  to  be  the  laudator  temporis  chondrium,  with  Evacuation  of  Bilious 
Bcti, — to  find  nothing  good  or  praise-  Fluid,  by  Mr.  Barlow.    Case  of  Gela- 
worthy  that  is  not  covered  with  the  rust  tiniform  Cancer,  by  Dr:  Warren,  U.  S. 
of  time;   on  the  contrary,  we  always  Examination   of    a    Cyst   containing 
hail  these  volumes  of  the  Royal  Meal-  Seminal  Fluid,  by  Mr.  Paget.  Records 
cal  and  Chirurgical  Society  as  precious  of  Progress  of  Asiatic  Cholera,  by  Dr. 
land-marks  in   the  onward  course  of  S.  W.  J.  Merriman.    Case  of  Necrosis 
medical  experience ;  and  greatly  prefer  of  the  Lower  Jaw,    by    Mr.   Sharp, 
the  average  samples  they  afibrd  each  Bradford.     On   Mollities  Ossium,  by 
year,    to    the    picked   specimen  they  Mr.  Solly.     Case  of  Fistula  between 
would  present  did  they  only  appear  at  Bladder  and  Ileum,  by  Mr.  Worthing- 
intervals  of  two  or  three  years.  ton.    On  the  Recorded  Cases  of  Ope- 

Abstracts  of  all  the  papers  contained  rations  for  Extraction  of  Diseased  Ova- 

in  the  present  volume  nave  already  ap-  rian  Tumours,  by  Mr.  Phillips. 

peared  in  our  pages,  and  for  the  major 

part   some  account  of  the  discussion  

which  usually  follows  the  reading  of  a  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 
paper  at  the  Society.    We  shall  there- 
fore do  no  more  than  give  an  abbre-  Friday,  December  6, 1844. 

viated  catalogue  of  the  contents  of  the  

volume,  by   way  of  remembrancer,  or  « Ucet  omnibus,  licet  etiammihi,  dixniUtem 

finger-post,  to  our  readers.  Arti*  Medic^e  tueri;  potestas  modo  veniendl  in 

Ca^es  of  Rupture  of  the  Ureter  or  publicum  sit,  dicendi  pericnlum  non  recuto." 

Pelvis  of  the  Kidney  from  violence,  by  icebo. 

Mr.  Stanley.     A  Case  of  Cysticercus 

Cellulosce  of  the  Brain,  by  Mr.  Otley.  THE  DILEMMA,  AND  REMEDY 

On  the  presence  of  Spermatozoa  in  the  THE  SECOND. 

Fluid  of  Hydrocele,  by  Mr.  Dalrymple  ^^^^j^^^n  ov  thb  obnebal  pbacti- 

Cases   of  Carcinoma  of  the  Thyroid  t,o„„8  i^to  a  distinct  college,  ik- 

Gland,  by  Mr.  Cffisar  Hawkins.   On  the  cobforatbd  bv  act  of  paeliambnt, 

Admission  of  Air  into   Veins,  by  Mr.  having  an  blectivb  council,  a  ooobt 

Bransby   Cooper.     On  a  Horn  deve-  q^  bxaminbbs,  and  powbb  to  pkamb 

loped  on  the  Human  Skin,  by  Mr.  Eras-  byb-lavsi  and  to  bxamanb  and  li- 

mus  Wilhon.     On  the  Early  Organiza-  censb  all  future  oenebal  peacti- 

tion  of  Coaguia,    by  Mr.  Dalrymple.  tionbbs*. 

Case  of  Extirpation  of  Ovarian  Tumor,  ^^  w^n  with  the  College  of  Physi- 

by  Mr.  Greenhow.    On   the  State  in      .         °    .,  ^  u«i..:««  .,-  i,. 

uhich  Uric  Acidexisu  in  the  Urine,  c>^^«  ««  ^^"^  '"^^"^  ^^  ^^^P^"^  "•  ^"^ 

by  Dr.  Bence  Jones.    Case  of  Carci-  our  present  difiiculties,  that  being  the 

noma  of   the  Lungs,  by  Dr.  Georc^e  chartered    body  which  has   the  first 

Burrows.     On  Acute  Diseases  of  the  ^laim  to  consideration  from  its  anti- 

oYoIJSjrb^r&Wui.nf'^rte  quHy.  which  ha,  about  it  the  highest 

Presence   of  Oxalate   of  Lime   in  the  •  Vide  Marylebone  Manifeato,  p.  la. 
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prestige  (to  be  guilty  of  using  a  Fellows  or  Associates  on  attaining  the 
French  word),  and  which  would,  as  prescribed  standing, 
we  apprehend,  most  effectually  aid  The  exception  we  would  make — and 
the  medical  profession  with  the  public,  even  this  would  be  a  kind  of  straining 
place  it  higher  in  general  estimation,  of  authority-- would  be  based  on  the 
and  raise  the  character  of  the  mass  ground  that  as  it  was  the  profession  of 
of  its  constituent  members  —  to  say  surgery,  or  of  medical  surgery,  which 
nothing  of  the  great  accession  of  was  to  be  represented,  and  not  the 
influence  and  of  wealth,  of  wealth  and  traffic  in  drugs  and  chemicals,  so  no 
of  influence,  that  would  be  gained  one  should  be  admissible  to  the  rank 
in  this  way  by  the  College.  Associa-  of  Associate  or  Fellow  who  kept  an 
tion  of  the  general  practitioners  with  open  shop,  or  had  his  window  orna- 
the  College  of  Physicians,  we  are  mented  with  red  and  blue  bottles,  who 
clearly  of  opinion,  would  be  the  best  sold  Daffy's  elixir,  and  the  best  Wind- 
thing  for  all  parties — for  the  profes-  sor  soap,  &c.  The  stipulation  should 
sion  and  for  the  public.  be,  that  the  medicine  room  should  be 

The  next  best  thing  that  could  be  strictly  private, 
done,  in  our  apprehension,  would  be  This  we  apprehend  is  the  arrange- 
the  association  of  the  mass  of  the  pro-  ment  that  would  give  greatest  satisfac- 
fession  with  the  College  of  Surgeons,  tion  to  the  general  body  of  the  medical 
This  institution  is  rich,  is  influential ;  practitioners  of  England,  almost  every 
always  numbers  the  leading  members  man  among  whom  of  any  name  or  in* 
of  the  surgical  arm  of  the  profession  fluence  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
in its  Council  and  Court  of  Examiners,  lege  of  Surgeons.  This  too  is  the  union 
and  occupies  a  large  space  in  the  pub-  for  which  the  members  of  the  College 
lie  attention.  Its  noble  museum  and  of  Surgeons  have  been  contending  ever 
copious  library  give  it  a  farther  and  since  we  remember  the  subject  of  Medi- 
powerful  hold  upon  professional  sym-  cal  Reform,  in  anything  of  its  present 
pathies.  shape,  discussed  in  London ;  it  is  that 

Our  views  upon  this  subject  are  al-  for  which  meetings  were  held  at  Free- 
ready  well  known  :  we  believe  that  the  mason's  Tavern,  in  1828,  we  think,  and 
nnion  would  readily  have  been— could  which  has  been  smouldering  ever  since, 
still  readily  be^effected,  to  the  imme-  though  breaking  out  at  intervals  only 
diate  cementation  of  all  differences,  to  into  a  fitful  flame ;  it  is  that  which, 
the  instant  assuagement  of  all  angry  when  we  look  at  our  brethren  as  com- 
and  discordant  feelings.  There  would  posed  of  Englishmen,  we  must  suppose 
then  be  an  united  and  most  powerful  can  never  be  given  up,  until  it  has  been 
medical  profession,  with  the  College  of  granted ;  though  when  we  see  them  in 
Surgeons  for  its  head  instead  of  the  their  professional  capacity,  wg  are 
College  of  Physicians ;  this  would  be  rather  more  inclined  to  doubt  and  de- 
the  only  difference.  Our  plan  for  spair ;  for  there  is,  in  truth,  a  sad  lack 
bringingaboutthisunion  would  simply  of  independent  feeling  among  us:  de- 
be,  to  draft  in  as  Fellows  or  Associates  fective  elementary  education  it  is  which 
of  the  College,  and  give  a  voice  in  the  always  makes  the  great  mass  of  the 
election  of  the  Administrative  Council  medical  profession  the  slaves  in  some 
to,  all  who  had  been  members  for  five  or  sort  of  the  leading  medical,  and  espe- 
ten,orany  intermediate  number  of  years;  daily  of  the  leading  surgical,  practi- 
those  who  are  now  members,  and  have  tioner  of  the  day. 
been  so  for  a  smaller  term  of  years  than  So  much  by  way  of  preface  to  the 
that  determined  on,  to  be  received  as  subject  of  our  text :   The  Association 
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OF  THE  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS  INTO  are  familiar  to  the  worldy  and  who 
A  SEPARATE  CoLLEOE.    We  are  clearly  have  reputation  in  the   republic    of 
of  opinion  that  this  proposition  is  a  letters  and  science  as  well  as  of  prac- 
false  step  on  the  part  of  the  leaders  of    tice.     But  such  names  a  College  of 
the  great  body  of  the  medical  profes-  General  Practitioners  cannot  at  this 
sion.    The  thing  is  not  only  against  the  time,  and  probably  never  could,  corn- 
views  and  prejudices  of  the  community,  mand.     Why  are  not  the  practitioners 
but  also  of  the  medical  profession  itself,  of  England  content  with  their  license 
A  College  of  general  practitioners  in  from  Apothecaries'  Society  ?    It  is  all 
the  present  day,  incorporated  by  all  the  they  require  to  have  in  law ;  it  is  suffi- 
Royal  Charters  in  the  world,  would  cient  to  start  upon  in  so  far  as  qualifi- 
never  have  more  of  public  weight  and  cation  goes ;  but  it  has  not  the  weight, 
authority  than  any    private   Medical  because  ist,  it  confers  no  title,  and 
Association  —  the  Royal  Medical  and  2d,  because  it  is  given  by  men  who, 
Chirurgical  Society,  for  instance,  or  the  however  respectable  and  esteemed  by 
Medical  Society  of  Bolt  Court.     Sup-  their  own  immediate  circle  of  friends, 
posing  this  College  of  General  Prac-  are  utterly  unknown  to  fame.    Who, 
titioners  to  have  wrung  by  force  of  in  fact,  ever  prided  himself  on  his 
right  and  respectability,  and  on  the  certificate  from  the  Apothecaries'  So- 
ground  of  refusal   of  other  corporate  ciety,  and  in  what  department  of  the 
bodies  to  receive  them,  a  Charter  of  public  service  is  it  particularly  consi- 
Incorporation  from  Government,  and  dered  ?    Yet  is  it  not  notorious  that  the 
even  the  right  to  examine  and  license  examination  there  is  searching,  exten- 
the  future  general  practitioners,  our  sive,  embracing  a  great  variety  of  sub- 
conviction    is    that   they  would  still  jects,and  to  be  honourably  gone  through 
be  very   little    farther   forward  than  requiring  a  large  amount  of  general 
they  are  at  the  present  moment.    A  knowledge  P    It  is  all  this,  and  yet  the 
diploma,  being  a  mere  certificate  of  certificate  to  which  it  is  a  prelude  is 
competency, — and  we    presume   that  not  esteemed.     The  examination   at 
the  College  of  General  Practitioners  the  College  of  Surgeons,  on  the  con- 
could  never  aspire  to  grant  more  than  trary,  is  comparatively  easy  ;  it  em- 
this, — is  a  totally  different  affair  from  braces  few  topics,  it  requires  little  pre- 
a  diploma  that  confers  a  degree  or  paration  to  be  gone  through  success- 
title,  such  as  that  of  Doctor  in  medi-  fully,   yet  are  the   letters-testimonial 
cine.    The  public  do  not  ask  whence  which  it  secures  of  the  highest  impor- 
the  title  came,  seldom  how  it  was  ob-  tance   to    a    young   man  in  making 
tained;   it  commonly  passes  current  his    entrance    on    the    stage  of  life, 
unquestioned;  and  even  if  questioned,  Wherefore  this  difference?     Because 
and  it  be  found  of  Giessen  or  Erlangen  the  examiners  occupy  a  considerable 
origin,  it  is  little  less  thought  of  than  space  in  the  public  eye ;  because  from 
if  it  had  been  won  by  long  years  of  their  position  as  hospital  surgeons  and 
study  at  the  alma  mater  which  accords  teachers  they  are  in  a  condition  to  keep 
it,  and  of  searching  examinations  sue-  themselves  constantly  before  the  world 
cessfuUy  passed.     The  title-conferring  — are  necessarily  and  without   effort 
diploma  sufiices,  then,  and  goes  unques-  kept  constantly  before  the  world;  and 
tioned  under  any  circumstances.    Not  because  some  of  them  at  least  have 
so  the  simple  certificate  of  competency,  distinguished  themselves  in  the  science 
That  is  valuable  only  as  it  has  been  of  their  profession,  and  their  names 
granted  by  men  who  are  themselves  are  as  familiarly  known  in  Paris,  Berlin, 
acknowledged  comx)etent,  whose  names  Vienna,  and  Washington,  as  in  London. 
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iVo,wesay,emphaticallyfio;aCollege  that  Report    We  Bhall  have  occasion 

of  General  Practitioners  may  he  nu-  ^o  return  to  this  subject  by  and  hy.    It 

1             1 J   I,-    -^.^^^f  w   really  one   of  the  most  important 

merous,  may  he-would  he-respect-  ^y^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  attention  of  the 

able,  but  it  can  never  be  powerful.    It  enlightened  physician  and  philanthro- 

would  at  best  be  another  Apothecaries'  pist  at  the  present  moment. 

Hall ;  a  licensing  shop,  to  which  men  

might  findit  necessary  to  go  in  order  to  ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 

obtain  the  privilege  of  practising,  but  SOCIETY, 

whose  certificate  of  competency  could  We  have  more  than  one  urgent  letter 

•,»»^.   i,«„^    o««    «r«o.ht       And    we  upon  ^^e  dreadful  state  of  the  ventila- 

never   have    any   weight      A°d    we  ^^^^  ^nd  insufferable  heat,  of  the  place 

greatly  mistake  our  brethren  if  they  ^^  meeting  of  this  society.   We  remem- 

would  be  content  with  the  achievement  ber  something  of  the  same  kind  last 

of  any  such  independence  as  this.  season.    Fellows  stay  away  from  the 

Without  the  privilege  of  licensing  meetings  that   they  may  escape  not 

^                          F         B                      o  qjjI    jmjpjj  present  discomfort,  but  pro- 

fulure  general  practitioners,  we  pre-  '^^^^  inifisposition  of  a  sufficiently 

sume  thai  incorporation  into  a  separate  distressing   nature.      One   coirespon- 

CoUege  would  not  be  contemplated  by  dent'says,  that  "  in  a  room  of  no  very 

the  present  body.     But  we  see  serious  Jarge  dimensions,  between  one  and  two 

j.i»    1*-     .    ^x.            i?4u»:.»K*.:«;«i».  hundred  persons  were  crowded,  them- 

difficultiesin  the  way  of  their  obtaining  selves  su&cient  to  vitiate    an   atmo- 

such.a  privilege.  The  College  of  Sur-  sphere  of  twice  the  cubical  contents  in 
geons  would  certainly  oppose  themselves  one- fourth  the  time  during  which  they 
to  its  being  granted,  and  we  rather  think  are  there  assembled,  whilst  eight  larg:e 
that  they  would  do  so  succesefully.  ^^-^^^  irtiX^72l^''St:^ 
The  College  of  Surgeons  became  the  g^^^y  ^^^^  jg  ^  gj^tg  ^f  jhingg  that 
voluntary  custodiers  of  the  Hunterian  ought  be  remedied.  We  beg  veiy  re- 
Museum,  which  cost  the  country  the  spectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
sum  of  £20,000  to  the  heirs  and  assigns  <'«"»n"l  of  the  Society  to  the  subject, 
of  John  Hunter  and  which  has  been  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 
kept  up  ,n  .U  hUherto  """valled  state  ^  ^^  ^^^^,^  PRINCIPAL 
of  preservation,  at  the  sole  expense  of  ANATOMICAL  WORK. 

the  College -an  expense  It  IS  said  Uttle 

shortof£5000perannum.Didgovem-  ffi i^^LSS ^^Ss^iS 

raent  grant  the  power  of  hcensing  the  ^^  ,       ^^  ^j^.^^^.  ^^^  particular  atten- 

general  practitioner  to  any  new  College  tion  of  the  Sydenham  Society  to  the 

or  corporation,  it  would  of  course  and  discovery.] 

necessarily  make  itself  accessory  to  the  A  very  interesting  and  valuable  dis- 

,.       .      i       .u    n  11       «rG«^„^^„»  covery  has  lately  been  made  at  Oxford, 

diversion  from  the  College  of  Surgeons  ^^^.^^  j^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  j^y  ^^^^  ^^^ 

of  those  funds  by  which  that  body  is  medical  brethren,  though  we  are  almost 

enabled  to  meet  this  heavy  item  of  ex-  afraid  that  its  importance  will  be  better 

pense,  and  would  have  to  take  another  understood  and  more  justlv  appreciated 

f    -v             :*-  •i,^-^^  ii«««;w  iniion  in  France  and  Germany  than  m  Great 

burthen  on  ite  abready  heavily  laden  ^^^^     It  is  well  known  that  Galen's 

shoulders ;  and  we  are  very  much  mis-  principal  anatomical  work,  called  ncpl 

taken  whether  any  ministry  will  ever  'Arvro/Aixwv  *Eyxc<p4<rc«y,  De  Adminit- 

voluntarily  do  any  thing  of  the  kind.  irationibHs  Anatomicit,  consisted  origi- 
nally of  fifteen  books,  of  which  only 
eight  and  part  of  the  ninth  have  come 

Wb  desire  to  direct  our  readers'  atten-  down  to  us.    The  contents  of  each 

tion  to  an  able  article  by  Dr.  Scott  book  are  mentioned  by  himself  (De 

Alison,  founded  on  the  Report  for  the  Libris  Propriis,  cap.  3,  tom.  xix.  pp. 

Royal  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  24,  25,  ed.  KiihnJ  from  which  account 

Operation  of  the  Poor-law  in  Scotland,  it  appears  that  the  last  six  treated  of 

and  on  Dr.  W.  P.  Alison's  Remarks  on  the  eyes,  tongue,  oesophagus,  larynx, 
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OS  hyoideg,  the  nerves  belonging  to    MSS,  Anylim  et  Hibemia,  printed  in 
these  parte,  the  arteries,  the  veins,  the    1697.    It  appears  to  have  been  seen 
nerves  arising  from  the  brain,  those    and  used  by  Golius  (a  celebrated  Arabic 
arising  from  the  spinal  marrow,  and    scholar  at  Levden),  who  must  have 
the    organs    of   generation :    so    that    known  that  the  Greek  copies  of  the 
Galen's  account  of  several  of  the  most    work  contained  only  nine  books,  and 
important  parts  of  the  body  is  con-    accordingly  copied  the  remaining  six 
lained  in  the  lost  books.     In  Acker-    with  a  view  to  publication.     He  did 
mann's  Historia  Literaria  prefixed  to    not,  however,  transcribe  the  remainder 
Kuhn's  edition  of  Galen  (p.  Ixxxiv.),    of  the  ninth  book,  which  is  wanting  in 
we   find  the  following   notice  :— "  E    the  Greek  copies,  and  which  is  about 
Golii  Arabico  codice  libros  xi  usque  ad    twice  as  long  as  the  portion  hitherto 
XV  editurum    se    promiserat  Thomas    known  in  Europe.    The  MS.  was  either 
Bartholinus,  De  Lihru.Legendi»,J>\^'    given  as  a  present  by  Golius,  or  be- 
sert  iii  p.  75  [p.  58,  ed.  1711].     Erant    queathed  as  a  legacy  at  his  death  in 
Galeni   De  Administr.  Anatom.  libri    1667,  to  Thomas  Bartholinus  the  elder, 
sex  postremi  cum  adnotationibus  Ja-    Professor  of  Anatomy  at  Copenhagen, 
cobi    Golii    in    Bibliotheca    Narcissi,    and  was  in  his  possession  m  the  year 
Archiepiscopi  Dublinensis,  n.   1787."     1672,  when  he  wrote  his  work  Z>eLiiri* 
No  further  information  on  the  subject    Legendis.    Probably  after  his  death  in 
conld  Ackermann   (who  was  a  most    1680  it  came  into  the  hands  of  Nar- 
diligent  and  accurate  inquirer)  obtain ;    cissus  Marsh,  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
nor  apparently  could  Kuhn  himself,    and  appears  in  the  catalogue  quoted 
who,  in  the  last  volume  of  his  edition    above.    From  him  it  came  either  by 
of   Galen,  corrects  some  errors    and    gift  or  legacy  to  the  Bodleian  Library 
supplies  some  omissions.     In  turning    at    Oxford,    where    it    still   remains, 
over  the  pages  of  a  very  different  work,    together  with   the  original   MS.  from 
J     G     >venrich*s    Dissertation    "  De    which  it  was  transcnbed.     It  should  be 
Auctornm   Greecorum  Versionibus    et    added  that  (as  far  as  we  are  aware,)  no 
Commentariis  Syriacis,  Arabicis,  Ar-    other  copy  of  the  Arabic  translation  is 
meniacis,   Persicisque,"    (Lips.    1842,    to  be  found  in  any  European  hbrary ; 
8vo  )  we  noticed  that  two  copies  of  the    nor  do  any  of  the  old  Latin  translations 
Arabic  translation  were  said  (p.  245)    contain    the   last   six    books    of   the 

to  exist  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at    treatise. 

Oxford,  one  consisting  of  fifteen  books,  rqY  AL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 
the  other  only  of  the  last  six.    Upon  SOCIETY 

referring  to  Uri's  Catalogue   of  the  ^         ^^^^^ '    ^^ 

Oriental    Manuscnpts    of    the    Bod-    d^.  theodorb  Gordon,  V.P.  in  the  Chair. 

leian   (p.   135),    we   found    that    the  

latter  manuscript  was  said  to  .^e  in  caseqf  immense  aecumuiaHonqf  Indurated 
the  hand- writing  of  Golius  himself,  jr^cee  in  the  Rectum,  and  complete  tup- 
that  it  had  belonged  at  one  time  to  preesion  of  the  AMne  Evacuations  Jbr  a 
Narcissus  Marsh,  Archbishop  of  Dub-  month.  By  Edward  Hockrn,  M.D. 
lin,  and  was  therefore  probably  the  very  pbysician  to  the  Blenheim  Street  Infir- 
MS.spoken  of  by  Akermann;  andthe        mary,  &c.  . 

actual  examination  of  the  two  MSS.  in  Th«  patient  was  Brat  seen  by  the  author  m 
Tu^tn  CsS  us  that  the  modem  consnUon  with  Mr.  Whidborne  of  Qa^n 
onr  was  copied  from  the  other,  the  Square,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1844.  She 
^uLJ^?  th^  original  being  marked  in  waa  then  much  emaciated  and  exhausted; 
pages  of  the  original  ^^f^T^^r^y^^    the  pulse  136  m  the  minute,  and  very  feeble. 

the   '»*'?J?.«V  wH^^°^^^^^^  ComW«  were  made  of  severe  agony  in  the 

ongmal  ^S.   is  written   on  oneniai  f^  ^  ^  ^^^ 

paper,  and  by  an  oriental  8c"be,  and  ^  wasdiatendedVfirm,  and  highly  intole- 

contains  the  complete  work  of  Galen  in  "^J^^^^    ^^  feUs  had  been  passed 

fifteen  books.     It  was  bought  at  Con-  ^^^  ^  ^       ^^  injections,  which  had  been 

Btantinoplefoiforty-eightfloniiB  (rather  ^       ^j^^j     ^ged,  came  away  only  slighUy 

a  large  price),  but  by  whom  is  uncer-  ^iJ^j^;    pood  was  rejected  by  vomiting  a 

tain,  nor  is  anything  else  known  of  its  ^^  minutes  after  it  waa  swallowed,  and  even 

history,  except  that  it  once  belonged  to  ^^^  paieiy  remained  on  the  stomach.  The 

the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  though  it  ^mitcd  matters  had  been  dark  and  offensive 

does  not  appear  in  the  list  of  his  MSS.  g^me  few  weeks  prefionsly,  and  during  the 

contwned  in  the  C^iahgus  Libromm  eoune  of  the  complaint  there  had  been  u 
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offeDsive  discharge  from  the  ragina.  There  able  quantity  of  dark,  liquid  feces,  with 
were  frequent  efforts  to  go  to  stool  from  the  numerous  indurated  lumps,  apparently 
exhibition  of  purgatives,  which  occasioned  moulded  in  the  cells  of  the  colon.  Abdomen 
the  most  frightful  agony,  and  eversion  of  the  very  intolerant  of  pressure  :  a  flannel  wrung 
mucous  membrane  through  the  sphincter,  out  in  hot  water,  and  then  saturated  with 
On  examination,  the  rectum  was  found  to  be  purified  oil  of  turpentine,  to  be  applied 
completely  blocked  up,  and  enormously  dis-  — and  to  continue  as  before.  About 
tended  by  indurated  feces,  to  within  an  inch  forty  m^i^ses  of  indurated  fieces  were 
of  the  anus, — ^bulging  into,  and  nearly  ob-  pa9sed  Witu  the  motions  on  the  following 
literating  the  vagina.  The  rectum  was,  bow-  day.  On  the  13th  and  14th  the  patient 
ever,  so  intolerant  of  the  slightest  touch  suffered  much  from  severe  pain  and  tender- 
that  an  opiate  suppository,  and  a  draught  ness  of  the  hypogastric  region,  and  along 
with  hyoscyamus,  were  directed,  to  prepare  the  course  of  the  rectum,  for  which  leeches, 
the  parts  for  further  proceedings,  the  author  counter-irritation,  opiate  enemata,  and  calo- 
intending  to  obtain  the  advice  and  assistance  mel  and  opium,  were  used,  with  a  poultice 
of  Mr.  Storks,  in  the  interval.  to  the  arm.     She  was  much  better  on  the 

History. — ^Threemonths  before,  the  patient  15th,  a  large  quantity  of  dark  bilious  matter 

fell  over  a  tray  whilst  nursing  an  infant,  by  having  been  discha^ed  from  the  bowels, 

which  the  thighs  were  widely  and  violently  Acute  inflammation  of   the    vagina,  with 

separated.    The  accident  occasioned  much  ulceration  and  cedema  of  the  vulva,  came  on 

pain,  followed  by  menorrbagia,  constipation,  on  the   16th;    the  uterus  was  low  down, 

and    the    formation    of   indurated    lumps,  swollen,  and  tender.     This  condition,  with 

which  were  passed  with  much  pain  and  dif-  more  or  less  relief,  continued  till  the  25tb| 

ficulty.     This  increased  till  about  a  month  when  she  went  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital, 

ago  (from  June  10th),  since  which  there  has  During  the  whole  time  the  bowels  were 

not    been  the  slightest    alvine   evacuation  freely  relieved,  and  on  the  24th  she  had  two 

per  rectum.     During  her  illness  she  had  stools  of  fluid  flocculent  matter,  of  a  healthy 

been  attended  by  several  medical  men,  some  colour,  and  unattended  by  pain  or  tenesmus, 

of  whom  attributed  the  symptoms  to  can-  In  a  note  to  the  author,  Mr.  Arnott  has 

cer,  and  others  to  a  tumour  pressing  upon  given  an  account  of  the  case  up  to  the  22d 

and  obliterating  the  rectum.     Preparations  of  August.     The  inflammation  of  the  vagina 

of  opium   had  been   used    generally    and  had  continued,  bat  from  the  complaints  and 

locally,   frequent   enemata,   and  occasional  resistance  of  the  patient  it  had  been  found 

purgatives.  impossible  to  use  injections,  and  the  vagina 

June  11th. — ^The  author  met  Messrs.  had  become  partially  closed  by  adhesions. 
Storks  and  Whidbome  in  consultation.  The  The  uterus  felt  enlarged  and  inaurated  from 
patient,  who  was  almost  incapable  of  stand-  the  rectum,  and  there  was  an  offensive  dis- 
ing,  from  weakness,  was  placed  at  the  foot  of  charge  from  the  vagina ;  hence  Mr.  Arnott 
the  bed,  her  feet  on  the  ground,  and  the  inferred  that  malignant  disease  of  the  womb 
trunk  of  the  body  at  right  angles  with  the  existed.  The  author  remarked  that  it  was 
thighs,  lying  on  the  bed.  By  means  of  a  curious  that  so  many  medical  men  had 
lithotomy  scoop  and  the  finger,  Mr.  Storks  attended  the  patient  without  discovering  the 
succeeded  with  some  difficulty,  and  much  true  nature  of  her  complaint.  He  attributed 
pain  to  the  patient,  in  breaking  down  and  this  to  their  aU  having  examined  the  patient 
removing  portion  after  portion  of  the  in-  per  vaginam,  and  not  per  rectum.  The 
durated  mass — some  of  these  lumps  of  value  of  the  operation  was  seen  in  the  re-  ' 
about  three  inches  in  diameter,  which  had  storation  of  the  alvine  evacuations  and  the 
been  placed  transversely  in  the  rectum  ontil  relief  of  the  symptoms ;  for  throughout  the 
the  gut  was  emptied  as  far  as  could  be  fielt.  course  of  the  complaint  there  was  a  re- 
It  was  then  washed  out  by  a  powerful  stream  markable  discrepancy  between  the  severity 
of  water  from  a  syringe.  The  portions  of  the  pain  complained  of,  and  the  quiet  and 
brought  away  were  very  considerable  in  fiivourable  aspect  of  the  symptoms.  The 
quantity,  of  a  most  firm  und  unyielding  de-  impression  of  the  author,  from  examinations 
scription,  and  of  a  dark  brown  colour.  It  per  vaginam,  was  that  scirrhnsdid  not  exist, 
required  very  considerable  force  to  remove  but  if  it  were  present — as  was  Mr.  Amott's 
some  of  these  masses,  so  that  the  sphincter  opinion — it  was  doubtful  whether  it  was 
was  slightly  ruptured  at  ito  posterior  part,  produced  by  prolonged  irritation  in  a  pre- 
and  the  patient  suffered  much  pain  from  the  diBposed  individual,  or  had  existed  pre- 
operation.  viously  to  the  commencement  of  the  symp- 

Jss.  doses  of  Castor  Oil,  with  five  minims  toms,  and  previous  to  the  accident, 
of  Liq.  Opii  Sed.,  were  ordered  every 

three  hours,  and  simple  enemata,  with  Mr.  Macilwain  considered  that  the  sub- 

OUve  OU,  every  four  hours.  jgct  of  constipation  was  interesting  to  the 

In  the  evening  the  patient  appeared  much  practitioner  in  a  point  of  view  which  had 

improved,  and  had  fanrought  off  a  oonsider-  not  been  alluded  to  in  the  paper ;   vis.,  its 
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oocauonal  simalation  of  other  diseases,  par-  a  pint  of  cold  water  into  the  bowel  erery 

ticularly  of  abdominal  tumor.     Cases  in  night  previons  to  going  to  bed  ;  the  remoral 

which  this   had  occurred    had  frequently  of  the  prolapsus,  and  the  application  of 

come  under  his  notice.     In  one  instance —  belladonna     ointment     to     the     irritable 

a  lady,  the  subject  of  habitual  constipation —  sphincter. 

a  tumor,  occupying  the  right  side  of  the  In  the  case  of  introsusception  of   the 

abdomen,  had  existed  for  months,  and  been  rectum,  in  addition  to  the  use  of  the  oold- 

tzeaj^  by  a  Tariety  of  means — among  others,  water  injection,  the  exhibition  of  some  mild 

by  Iteeching  and  blisters.    The  tumor  was  aperient,  taking  care  that  whilst  a  oostiTe  or 

well  defined,  and  painful  and  tender  to  the  hardened  state  of  the  fteoes  is  preyented, 

touch.    Temporary  relief  was  afforded  by  purging  is  avoided ;    and  a  course  of  the 

the  means  employed,  but  the  swelling  re-  Hyd.  c.  Cret&  with  hyoscyamus  or  oonium, 

mained  of  the  same  size,  and  the  medical  or  of  the  iodide  and  sarsaparilla. 
attendants  were  quite  at  a  loss  to  determine 

its  real  nature.    At  length  he,  Mr.  M.,  was  Dr.  J.  Johnson  considered  that  the  first 

consulted,   and,  looking    at   the    previous  dass  of  cases  described  in  the  paper  were 

history  of  the  case,  and  other  circumstances,  common  enough.    The    author,    in    these 

he  suggested  that  the  swelling  might  be  cases,  seemed  to  deprecate  altogether  the 

dependent  on  a  collection  of  fieces  in  the  use  of  aperient  medicine ;  in  this  respect  he, 

abdomen.     Mild  aloetic  doses  were  adminis-  Dr.   J.,   differed  from  him.     It  must  bo 

tered,  and  in  the  course  of  thirty-six  hours  recollected  that  to  effect  a  cure  the  colon  as 

the  tumor  was  removed,  huge  fcecal  evacu-  well  as  the  rectum  must  be  acted  upon,  as 

ations    having   followed    the    use    of    the  faeces  often  accumulated  above   the  latter 

medicine.  organ.     Now  the  colon  would  not  be  reached 

Dr.  Murphy,  in  some  cases  of  obstinate  by  the  small  cold-water  injection  recom- 

constipation,  had  found  a  mechanical  ob-  mended  in  the  paper,  and  these  injections 

struction  in  the  rectum,  in  the  form  of  bands  were  far  from  being  always  harmless,   for 

passing   across  the  bowel  just  above  the  they  were  occasionally  productive  of  great 

sphincter.     Such  a  cause  did  not  exist  in  pain  and  severe  tormina.     He  had  even  seen 

Dr.  Hocken's  case.  them  producing  faintness  in  a  patient  fWmi 

these  causes.  In  the  treatment,  tiien,  of  these 

Observationa  on  the  Relaxed  Recium.    By  affections,  he  preferred  the  mUder  aperients, 

H.  Hunt,  M.D.  g^ch  as  tartrate  of  potash,  or  confection  of 

The  author  describes  this  as  a  malady  of  senna,  for  these  produced  no  irritation  or 

not  unfrequent  occurrence,  and  productive  straining ;  but  were  of  the  most  essential 

of  much  inconvenience  and  distress.     The  service.     In  cases  of  relaxed  and  protruding 

most  prominent    symptoms  are  obstinate  rectum,  he  had  used  Ward's  paste    with 

constipation,  a  frequent  desire  to  evacuate  much  advantage.     Under  its  employment 

the  bowels,  a  constant  sensation  of  load  in  the  folds  of  the  rectum  became  corrugated, 

the  rectum,  which  is  not  relieved  by  an  and  the  canal  altogether  strengthened.   With 

evacuation,  and  the  discharge,  after  much  respect  to  local  mechanical  contrivance  to 

forcing,  of  mucus  streaked  with  blood.     The  keep  the  weakened  bowel  in  position,  he  knew 

bladder,  urethra,  and  other  adjacent  organs,  of  none  which  in  efficacy  could  be  at  all  oom- 

often  participate  in  the  irritation.  pared  to  two  silk  handkerchiefs,  one  of  which 

On  examination,  the  rectum  will  be  found  was  placed  round  the  waist,  and  the  other, 

pretematurally  enlarged,  and  more  or  less  attached  to  this  behind  and  in  front,  kept 

filled  with  large  folds  of  mucous  membrane  a  soft  piece  of  sponge  covered  with  linen  m 

pressing  down  on  the  anus,  which  impede  such  a  position  that  it  pressed  gently  on  the 

the  evacuation  of  the  faeces,  introduction  of  lower  part  of  the  rectum,  and  kept  it  in 

instruments,  and  injection  of  enemata.  position. 

This  morbid  condition  of  the  mucous  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  bore  testimony  to 
membrane  the  author  attributes  to  a  ne-  the  value  of  mild  aperients  in  the  cases 
glected  state  of  bowels,  and  repeated  and  mentioned  by  Dr.  Johnson.  In  the  treat- 
great  distension  of  the  rectum  by  faeces,  ment  of  prolapsed  rectum,  however,  neither 
which  causes  the  mucous  membrane,  when  aperients  nor  mechanical  contrivances  of  any 
the  bowel  is  empty,  to  hang  in  loose  folds.  kind  were  of  half  the  service  as  the  adoption 

This  disease,  if  neglected  or  mismanaged,  of  the  plan  recommended  by  Dr.  Hunt  hi 

gives  rise  to  prolapsus  ani,  an  irritable  and  his  paper — ^the  evacuation  of  the  bowels  at 

painful  state  of*  the  sphincter,  and  an  intro-  night.    When  this  plan  was  adopted  the 

susoeption  of  the  upper  and  nndilated  por-  patient  had  the  advantage  of  remaining  in 

tion  of  the  intestine  into  the  lower  and  bed  for  seven  or  eight  hours,  during  which 

dilated  part.  time  the  rectum  would  be  kept  in  position, 

The  treatment  recommended  for  the  and  by  this  means  a  perfect  cure  might 
timple  relaxed  rectum  is  the  avoidance  of  be  effected ;  a  termination  rarely  to  be  ex- 
all  aperient  medicines,  and  the  injection  of  pected  from  the  use  of  medidnei  or  of 
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mechanical  support.  The  rule  alluded  to  Street.  With  regard  to  the  plan  proposed  of 
was  one  of  great  yalue  in  all  diseases  of  the  removing  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane 
rectum.  When  the  boweb  were  evacuated  in  this  disease,  Mr.  Lee  considered  the 
in  the  morning,  irritation  was  kept  up  during  application  of  the  strong  nitric  acid  to  the 
the  day,  either  by  the  sitting  posture  or  by  •  part  as  a  safer  and  much  less  painful  opera- 
moving  about,  and  all  attempts  at  cure  were  tion  than  that  which  was  usually  performed 
frustrated.  by  means  of  a  ligature. 

Mr.  Henry  Lee  stated  that  it  appeared  to  Dr.  Dickson  supported  the  opinion  of 
him  that  the  disease  under  consideration  Dr.  Johnson  in  regard  to  the  employment 
bad  hitherto  been  very  imperfectly  ez-  of  mild  medicines,  which  acted  on  the  bowel 
plained.  In  dissecting  the  rectum,  a  strong  above  the  rectum,  in  case  of  obstinate  con- 
band  of  muscular  fibres  is  found,  arising  stipation.  He  had  found  no  remedy  more 
from  the  posterior  part  of  the  pelvis,  taking  efficacious  in  these  cases  than  a  combination 
a  course  downwards  and  backwards,  and  of  extract  of  hyoscyamus,  and  blue  pill,  in 
encircling  the  lower  extremity  of  the  bowel,  large  doses.  This  was  often  of  service  in 
These  muscular  fibres  are  part  of  the  levator  cases  even  of  stricture  situated  high  up  in 
ani,  and  although  not  usually  described,  are  the  bowel.  He  mentioned  also  with  com- 
▼ery  important  vnth  regard  to  the  disease  in  mendation  a  medicine  for  the  knowledge  of 
question.  They  lie  in  close  contact  with  which  he  had  been  indebted  to  the  late  Dr. 
the  sides  and  posterior  part  of  the  bowel,  Gooch  ;  it  consisted  of  a  mixture  of  aloea 
the  lower  two  inches  of  which  are  thus  ne-  with  sulphuric  acid.  In  one  instance  in 
circled  by  strong  muscular  fibres,  taking  the  particular  he  had  employed  this  medicine 
same  direction,  and  performing  the  same  with  the  utmost  advantage.  The  patient 
office,  as  the  fibres  of  the  sphincters  ani.  was  a  lady  of  constipated  habit,  who  on  one 
Whenever  it  happens  that  a  portion  of  the  occasion  had  no  movement  of  the  bowels 
relaxed  mucous  membrane  conies  within  the  for  sixteen  days.  Various  gentler  means  to 
grasp  of  these  muscular  fibres,  the  very  obtain  an  evacuation  having  been  employed 
natural  effect  is,  that  the  return  of  the  blood  without  effect,  the  aloes  and  sulphuric  acid 
in  the  veins  in  the  constricted  part  is  re-  were  administered  ;  the  bowels  were  quickly 
tarded ;  and  this  in  reality  is  the  cause  of  relieved,  and  during  the  remainder  of  her 
the  deep-seated  dull  pain,  the  tenderness,  life,  a  period  of  six  years,  they  were  always 
and  the  inflammation,  which  are  so  fre-  easily  acted  upon.  She  died  from  diseases 
quently  observed  in  these  cases.  The  prin-  altogetherindependentof  constipation.  With 
dpal  object  of  local  treatment  in  such  in-  respect  to  medianical  support  in  prolapsed 
stances  is  to  relieve  the  inflamed  portion  of  rectum,  he  spoke  with  strong  approbation 
mucous  membrane  from  the  constric-  of  an  instrument  made  by  Mr.  Laundy. 
tion  caused  by  the  muscular  fibres,  which  The  bowel  by  this  apparatus  was  supported 
has  just  been  described.  Temporary  re*  without  inconvenience  to  the  patient,  and  a 
lief  is  immediately  produced  by  returning  cure  by  its  means  was  occasionally  oom- 
the  relaxed  and  congested  mucous  membrane  pletely  effected. 

to  its  natural  station ;  but  the  benefit  thus  Dr.  Leonard  Stewart  related  a  case  in 

derived  continues  as  long  only  as  it  is  re-  which  protrusion  of  the  rectum  had  existed 

tained  there.  constantly  for  eight  years,  and  occasioned 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  different  in-  much  suffering.      The  patient  was  seized 

struments  which  have  at  various  times  been  with  apoplexy,  for  which  bleeding  and  mer- 

used  in  this  complaint,  instead  of  giving  cury  were  resorted  to.    The  functions  of  the 

relief,  have  tended  to  increase  the  irritation  bowel  were  completely  restored  under  the 

of  the  part.    This  appears  in  a  great  mea-  influence  of  the  salivation, 

sure,  if  not  altogether,  to  depend  upon  the  Mr.   Macilwain  considered  that  all   the 

mode  in  which  these  instruments  are  con-  speakers,  as  well  as  the  author,  had  taken 

itmcted.     They  are  generally  so  contrived  too  confined  a  view  of  causation  in  the  dis- 

that  the  bulb  (by  means  of  which  the  in-  cases  under  discussion.      The    cause  was 

strument  is  retained  in  the  bowel)  is  jftkced,  more  frequently    in  the  portal  circulation 

when  the  instrument  is  worn,  immediately  than  in  the  rectum,  and  remedies  applied  to 

within  the  grasp  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  that  part  of  the  system  would  be  found  effi- 

the  levator  ani,  and  it  is  to  this  cause  that  cacious.    Thia  principle  had  been  acknow- 

the  irritation  complained  of  is  principally  to  ledged,  though  not  dutinctly  mentioned,  in 

be  attributed.     If,  however,  the  stem  of  the  the    recommendation    of  remedies    whose 

instrument  is  made  sufficiently  long,  so  that  chief  action  was  on  the  liver.    He  spoke  of 

the  bulb,  when  introduced,  is  situated  above  the  necessity  of  caution  with  respect  to  pur- 

instead  of  within  the  circular  fibres  of  the  gatives,  which  he  had  seen  produce  mischief 

kvator  ani,  the  instrument  can  be  worn  not  in  these  affections. 
only  without  inconvenience  but  often  with 

the  greatest  comfort.      Such   instruments  At  the  next  meeting  papers  will  be  read 

are  kept  by  Messrs.  Savigoy,  in  St.  James's  by  William  Ferguson,  Esq.  and  Dr.  Alison. 
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PHTSICAL  SOCIETV  OF  GUY'S  ^"  animated  ducoflrioii  enraed,  In  which 

uHQPf  T A  T  ^^'  Brereton,  Cheren,  Monk,  and  Hnghet, 

nuariiAj^.  ^^^  Mcasre.    Callaway,  Jun.,  Lloyd,   and 

Norember  80, 1844.  France,  took  part.    The  stethoscopic  diag- 

Dr.  LsYBft  in  the  Chair.  '^'^  ^^  internal  aneurism,  both  thoracic  and 

^^_^                '  abdominal,  with  the  nature  and  source  of  the 

systolic  and  diastolic  bruits  which  accom- 

At  a  Tery  full  meeting  of  this  society,  Mr.  pany  them,  formed  the  staple  of  debate,  but 

Oldfield,   with  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Key,  the  propriety  of  declining  operation  altoge- 

brought  forward  the  particulars  of  a  case  of  ther,  and  trusting  to  spontaneous  cure  by 

aneurism  of  the  right  subclavian  artery,  oc-  very  small  and  oft-repeated  bleedings,  was 

curring  in  a  young  woman,  and  upon  whom  also  canTassed.    A  case  of  thoracic  aneurism 

an  operation  had  been  commenced  by  Mr.  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  where  Mr. 

Key,  for  the  purpose  of  either  passing  a  Paget,  with  the  sanction  of  Dr.  Latham,  had 

ligature  around  the  arteria  innominata,  or  of  employed  yenesection  fifty  times,  was  related 

tying  both  the  subclavian  and  the  carotid,  by  Dr.  Brereton  to  hare  proved  completely 

near  their  common  origin,  as  the  state  of  successful,  as  demonstrated  when  the  patient 

the  parts  when  disclosed  by  the  knife  might  died  of  concomitant  disease  of  the  lung  two 

renaer  most  advisable.  years  after. 

Mr.  Key  was  induced  to  attempt  this  The  usual  thanks  were  voted  to  the  author, 

operation  as  a  last  resource  for  the  well-doing  and  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  a 

of  the  patient,  because  no  clear  indications  peculiar  disease  of  the  intestine,  from  Mr. 

of  aneurismal  disease  of  tiie  arteria  innond-  Iliff,  announced  by  the  Secretary  for  the 

nata  or  arch  of  the  aorta  were  discoverable,  next  meeting, 
opinion  in  which  the  stethoscopic  au. 


thorities  of  the  hospital  coincided,  except  

Dr.  Hughes,  who  pronounced  the  arteria  THE  ORTHOPEDIC  INSTITUTION. 

innominata  implicated.     After  completing  ■ 

the  steps  of    the    operation  "qwred  for  jy,  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^j^  Medieul  Gaztite. 
reachmg  the  artena  innonunata,  Mr.  Key 

found  it  impossible  to  surround  that  vessel  Sir, 

with  a  Egature,  in  consequence  of  a  tumor  In  last  Saturday's  Lancet  appears  a  letter, 
connected  with  It;  and  the  attempt  was  signed  "  A  Constant  Reader,"  assuming  the 
finally  abandoned.  The  operation  lasted  Editor  to  be  «•  of  course  aware"  that  in  con- 
one  hour ;  and  the  wound  went  on  so  ia-  sequence  of  the  "  bad  management"  of  the 
vourably,  that  it  had  become  nearly  filled  above  Charity  the  following  resignations  had 
with  granulations  at  the  time  of  the  patient's  taken  place :— The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
death,  which  took  place  the  23d  day  after,  Eldon,  the  President  j  the  Earl  of  Arundel 
when  she  sank  with  symptoms  of  pulmonary  and  Surrey ;  Dr.  Stromeyer ;  Amos  Swais- 
distress  and  exhaustion.  Mr.  Oldfield  read  land  ;  Frederick  Heisch,  and  Frederick 
a  minute  account  of  the  symptoms,  steps  of  Heisch,  Jun.  Esqs.— Vice  Presidente,  and 
the  operation,  and  after-treatment ;  and  also  suggesting  that  it  is  best  known  to  the  Com- 
exhibited  the  diseased  parte  to  the  society,  mittee  why  "  this  fact  is  kept  a  secret."  The 
Tlie  tumor,  which  prevented  the  completion  Committee  will  greatly  esteem  your  kindness 
of  the  operation  as  originally  intended,  was  if  you  will  insert  in  your  next  publication 
found  to  consist  of  an  aneurismal  enlarge-  my  official  contradiction  of  that  stetoroent. 
ment  of  the  upper  part  of  the  arteria  inno-  The  Earl  of  Arundel  and  Surrey,  Dr. 
minate  and  origin  of  the  subclavian  artery,  Stromeyer,  and  Mr.  Amos  Swaisland,  have 
the  carotidarterybeingcomparatively healthy,  not  resigned,  nor  is  the  latter  a  Vice  Presi- 
This  enlargement,  together  with  a  mass  of  dent ;  and  though  the  Earl  of  Eldon  and 
diseased  glands,  had  pressed  on  the  right  Messrs.  Heisch  have,  it  was  not  alleged  to 
bronchus,  into  which  it  would  probably  have  be  on  account  of  bad  management  by  the 
opened,  had  life  been  prolonged ;  it  had.  Committee,  nor  was  it  so ;  but  by  reason  of 
by  ite  pressure,  been  the  immediate  occasion  circumstances  not  originating  with  the  Com- 
of  the  fatal  termination.  mittee,  and  in  respect  of  which  they  had 
The  paper  concluded  with  some  judicious  only  a  limited  power.  The  retiremente  which 
remarks  on  the  difficulty  of  diagnosis  in  this  have  teken  place,  and  every  occurrence  con- 
pecRllar  and  very  mtercsting  case,  and  on  nected  therewith,  and  with  the  general  affairr 
the  superior  applicability  of  the  distal  opera-  of  tbe  Charity,  have  been  laid  by  the  Com- 
mon in  cases  of  aneurism  of  the  innominate  mittee  (who  never  intended  to  keep  them 
in  general,  which  Mr.  Oldfield  contended  secret)  before  a  frill  Court  of  Governors,  at 
was  proved  by  the  recorded  cases  of  success  which  Philip  Hanbury,  Esq.  V.P.  presided, 
elsewhere,  although  the  distal  operation  for  and  a  resolution  of  approbation  and  confi. 
aneurism  had  not  as  yet  been  regarded  in  a  deuce  was  unanimously  voted  to  the  Corn- 
favourable  light  at  Guy's  HospitaL  mittee. 
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I  will  not  occupy  your  vahiable  columna 
further  than  by  expresting  a  Biooere  belief 
that  the  injury  which  it  must  be  the  object 
of  "  A  Constant  Reader/'  by  his  anony- 
mous misstatements  to  do  this  yery  useful 
Institution,  will  be  averted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  GiLLBTT  GaiDLBT, 

Hon,  Sw» 

Bloomsbnry  Sqaare, 
Not.  aa,  1844. 

MR.  TAYLOR  ON  DR.  GUY  AND 
HIS  REVIEWER. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sib, 

As  I  am  in  some  measure  interested  in  the 
question  at  issue  between  Dr.  Guy  and  the 
reviewer  of  his  *'  Principles"  in  your  journal, 
I  beg  the  insertion  of  the  following  remarks. 

Your  reviewer  accuses  Dr.  Guy  of  having 
made  a  very  unfair  use  of  my  "  Manual  of 
Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Toxicology," 
not  merely  in  adopting,  with  some  unim- 
portant variations,  the  plan  pursued  by  me 
in  treating  the  subject  of  poisons,  but  in 
appropriating,  in  an  abridged  form,  a  large 
portion  of  the  work.  The  substance  of  Dr. 
Guy 'a  answer  to  this  charge  appears  to  me 
to  be,  that  he  has  made  no  more  use  of  the 
'*  Manual"  in  the  composition  of  his  work 
than  any  author  is  entitled  to  malte  of  the 
works  of  others.  The  analogous  views  of 
Dr.  Christison  and  myself  on  the  effect  of 
"  habit"  on  poisons — a  point  on  which  no 
toxioologists  of  the  least  experience  can 
possibly  differ ;  and  the  difference  of  opinion 
to  which  Dr.  Guy  refers  as  existing  between 
himself  and  me  "on  the  mode  of  operation 
of  poisons" — a  subject  on  which  no  two 
writers  have  ever  yet  agreed  —  are  quite 
beside  the  question.  The  charge  of  your 
reviewer,  as  I  understand  it,  is  one  of  general 
plagiarism ;  to  which  Dr.  Guy  pleads  *'  not 
guUty." 

If,  as  the  author  whose  work  is  alleged  to 
have  been  pirated,  I  may  be  allowed  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  die  subject,  I  must 
declare,  wiUi  regret,  that  I  consider  the 
statement  of  your  reviewer  to  be  correct, 
and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  "  Manual  of 
Medical  Jurisprudence"  has  been  much 
more  frequently  used  by  Dr.  Guy,  without 
Inference  or  acknowledgment,  than  is  either 
proper  or  becoming  in  one  writer  following 
another  so  closely  on  the  same  subject.  I 
may  be  wrong  in  this  opinion,  and  may  have 
been,  perhaps,  the  more  readily  induced  to 
adopt  it,  from  the  fiict  of  Dr.  Guy  having 
already  appropriated,  in  the  second  part  of 
<*  Principles,"  a  large  portion  of  tha 


» 


'*  Elements  of  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
published  by  me  in  1836,  and  now  sup- 
pressed. In  the  Lancet  for  October  19, 
Dr.  Guy  has  voluntarily  made  a  public 
apology  for  the  error  he  then  committed ; 
but  in  reference  to  the  "  Manual"  he  wholly 
denies  the  charge ;  although,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  I  consider  myself  to  be  more 
injured  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
treated  tlM  **  Manual"  than  by  the  way  in 
which  he  dealt  with  the  '*  Elements." 

With  respect  to  this  denial,  I  shall  only 
observe,  that  Dr.  Guy  allowed  a  year  to 
elapse  before  he  discovered,  or  at  least  an- 
nounced, that  the  plagiarisms  from  the 
*'  Elements"  had  become  '*  a  subject  of  more 
than  private  remark ;"  and  perhaps,  after 
another  year,  notwithstanding  the  plea  of 
"  not  guilty"  with  which  he  now  "  boldly" 
meets  the  charge,  he  may  make  the  same 
discovery  with  respect  to  the  use  which  he 
has  made  of  the  chemical  toxicology  con- 
tained in  the  "  Manual."  All  that  I  have 
to  say  in  the  matter  is,  that  if,  on  a  compari- 
son of  the  two  works,  the  profession,  es- 
pecially those  members  of  it  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  medioo-legal  literature,  and 
who  have  no  difficulty  in  deciding  on*  what 
belongs  to  one  man  and  what  to  another,  as 
readily  acquit  Dr.  Guy  of  the  charge  brought 
against  him  by  your  reviewer  as  he  acquits 
himself,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied;  but 
until  then  I  cannot  avoid  entertaining  the 
conviction  that  his  chemical  toxicology  is 
substantially  abridged  from  that  lately  pub- 
lished in  my  "  Manual,"  with  occasional 
interpolatious  from  Christison  and  Beck. 
If  Dr.  Guy  demur  to  this  opinion,  and  if 
he  believe  that  an  author  is  incapable  of 
identifying  his  own  property,  although  its 
shape  and  form  be  in  some  respects  altered, 
and  intermixed  with  quotations  from  other 
works,  let  the  decision  rest  with  the  pro- 
fession. He  has  put  in  his  plea  of  *'  not 
guilty,"  and  the  verdict,  according  to  all  the 
rules  of  justice,  must  rest  with  others,  and 
not  with  himself. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Alfred  S.  TATLon. 

Cambridge  Place,  Regent's  Park, 
I>Bcember  3, 1844. 


CASE  OF  MISS  MARTINEAU. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 
In  the  notice  of  Miss  Martinean's  case, 
which  appeared  in  tiie  Medical  Gazette  of 
last  week,  it  is  assumed  that  an  erroneous 
judgment  has  been  formed  as  to  the  nature 
of  her  complaint,  and  that  her  age  is  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  really  is. 

As  the  medical  adviser  of  Miss  Martinean 
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daring  the  last  fire  yean,  I  have  to  request 
that  you  and  other  membeni  of  the  profes- 
sion may  suspend  your  judgment  till  a  fu- 
ture period,  when  I  shall  probably  be  able 
to  prove  that  neither  in  diagnosis  or  prog- 
nosis (as  to  the  final  issue)  of  her  complaint, 
have  I  been  incorrect. 

Of  the  rationale  of  her  recovery,  I  forbear 
at  present  to  speak  further. — I  remain,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  M.  Grbenhow. 

Newcastle,  Dec.  4th,  1844. 

[We  had  some  further  observations  on 
the  case,  which  we  of  course  suspend  for 
the  present. — Ed.  Gaz.] 

DR.  ABERCROMBIE. 

OuK  profession  has  lost  another  of  its  orna- 
ments. John  Abercrombie  died  suddenly 
at  his  house,  on  the  Mth  of  November,  in 
the  siity-third  of  his  age.  Dr.  Abercrombie 
had  been  in  his  usual  health ;  he  had  break- 
fasted ;  several  patients  were  waiting,  and 
the  carriage  was  at  the  door.  His  servant 
thinking  his  master  stayed  longer  than 
usual,  opened  the  door  of  the  study,  and  be- 
held him  stretched  on  the  floor  on  his  face, 
with  his  arms  extended,  and  quite  lifeless. 
On  opening  the  body,  the  cause  of  death 
was  found  to  have  been  a  partial  rupture  of 
the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart,  impli- 
cating one  of  the  coronary  arteries,  and 
the  corresponding  vein.  The  pericardium 
was  full  of  blood.  The  rent  in  the  ventricle 
was  about  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  and 
was  situated  midway  between  the  base  and 
apex  of  the  heart ;  it  did  not  extend  into 
the  ventricle  of  the  heart  itself.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  organ  was  soft,  and  loaded 
with  fist.     The  vessels  were  setheromatous. 

No  man  ever  lived  more  respected  by  a 
large  circle  than  Dr.  Abercrombie.  His 
professional  brethren  followed  him  to  the 
grave,  and  in  such  numbers  that  the  pro- 
cession had  all  the  characters  of  a  public 
funeral.  The  free  church  presbytery,  and 
the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
walked  four  deep.  "  The  ceremonial  was 
unostentatious  and  profoundly  solemn.'' — 
For  other  information  vide  Cormaek*a 
Journal^  Dec. 

^m        -*     — —  -^ -__  ■■■I 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Wx  must  decline  inserting  anything  more 
on  the  case  of  Belany.  The  medical  world 
has  formed  its  opinion  of  that  case ;  some 
learned  members  of  the  legal  profession 
have  also  stated  in  their  Journals  what  they 
think  of  the  verdict  he  obtained,  and  the 
public,  more  especially  Uiose  of  his  own 
neighbourhood,  who  were  best  able  to  judge 
of  his   ofaaracter,  have  given  unequivocal 


proofs  of  what  they  think  of  him.  Dr. 
Glover,  and  Belany's  other  friends,  will  do 
well  to  let  that  person's  memory  fall  into 
the  shade. 

The  Editor  of  the  Mkdical  Gazbttb 
must  positively  decline  becoming  umpire 
betwixt  one  gentleman  and  another  on  any 
point  in  dispute  between  them. 

MORTALITY  of  the  METROPOLIS. 

Deaths  Jrom  all  causes  registered  in  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  Nov,  23. 

All  Causes 014 

SPBCiriBO  Causes 914 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagious)  Diseases,  309 ;  among 
which,  of— 

Small  Vox .'  40 

Measles  24 

Scarlatina  60 

Hooping  Cough  17 

Croup  6 

Thrush    1 

Diarrhoea    7 

Dysentery  S 

Cholera    0 

Influenza 6 

Typhus    27 

II.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  03 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Inflammation I 

Dropsy 33 

Scrofula 6 

Cancer 15 

Atrophy 13 

Debility  18 

Sudden  Deaths 7 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  122;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus 19 

Apoplexy 25 

Paralysis 18 

Convulsions   37 

Insanity  1 

Delirium  Tremens   2 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Organs  of  Respiration,  288 ; 
among  which,  of 

Pneumonia 118 

Hydrothorax 5 

Asthma   17 

Phthisis  or  Consumption 105 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  &c. ...  17 

v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  33 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Or^ns  of  Digestion,  61 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Teething 18 

Gastritis o 

Enteritis : 19 

Tabes  4 

Hernia 1 

Disease  of  Stomach,  &c 2 

Disease  of  Liver,  &c 7 

VII.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c S 

VIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Uterus, 
9k,  16 :  among  which,  of— 

Childbirth 11 

Disease  of  Uterus 5 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,  Sec 7 

X.— Diseases  of  Skio,  Cellular  Tissue,  &c.  0 

XI.-OldAge 50 

XII.— Violence,  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance   82 

WiuoM  &  OoiLVT,  67,  Skimier  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  13,  1844. 


REPORTS,  pletely  to  inandate  the  cellars.     For  the 

^y  same  period  her  work  has  been   more  la- 
borious than  she  had  previously  been  accns- 

CASES  TREATED  IN  UNIVERSITY  tomed  to;    she  had  been  in  the  habit  of 

COLLEGE   HOSPITAL.  sUying  up  late  at  night,  and  rarely  or  ever 

„_  n  -Bi.. XM  T»  went  out,  except  for  a  short  time  upon  Sun- 

'  day.      After  bemg  about  a  month  m  this 

[Continued  ftnom  p.  184.]  situation,  her  health  began  to  fail ;  she  lost 

her   strength,    suffered   from  pains  in   her 

Hyiteria  and  '*  itpinal  irritatiim:*—Ex.  limbs,  and  frequent  headache  and  giddiness. 
treme  sefuibility  of  the  surface  qf  the  These  symptoms  gradually  increased,  the 
upper  part  of  the  body :  much  headache^  symptoms  became  more  localised,  and  after 
giddinen,  Sfc.  Failure  qf  depleting  rerne-  their  persistence  for  about  two  months  she 
dies  in  relieving  these  symptonts-^im-  j^d  ^  severe  attack  of  rheumatism,  which 
provement  under  the  use  qf  tonics.  confined  her  to  her  bed  for  five  weeks.  She 
Carglink  Write,  Rt.  18*  admitted  into  resumed  her  employment  before  she  was 
University  College  Hospital,  under  Dr.  A.  completely  well  again,  and  in  about  a  month, 
T.Thomson,  June  13th,  1843.  She  is  a  from  some  exposure,  took  cold,  and  lost  her 
etrong  young  woman,  of  sanguine  tempera-  voice  for  some  time.  Her  health  appears 
ment,  and  florid  complexion.  She  is  a  native  never  to  have  been  completely  re-established 
of,  and  has  always  resided  in  London,  and  after  the  rheumatic  attack ;  she  frequently 
generally  in  open  and  healthy  parts  of  the  experienced  pains  in  the  limbs, — did  not  re- 
town.  She  has  always  bad  an  ample  supply  gain  her  strength  and  flesh,  and  had  repeat- 
of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Her  parents  are  ediy  slight  hysterical  paroxysms, 
living  ;  her  father  is  strong  and  healthy,  but  On  June  2nd,  having  previously  suffered 
enffered  from  rheumatism  when  young  ;  her  for  some  time  from  a  severe  cough,  she  was 
mother  has  always  been  delicate,  and  has  suddenly  seized  with  difficulty  of  breathing, 
been  the  subject  of  asthma  since  the  age  of  which  continued  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
eight  years.  Thepatienthasbeenin  service  hour  ;  on  this  ceasing,  she  had  rigors,  sue- 
about  three  years ;  previously,  for  an  equal  ceeded  by  much  bent  of  skin,  and  headache, 
length  of  time,  she  was  occupied  as  a  silver  and  subsequently  by  syncope  ;  she  had  also 
burnisher, — an  employment  which  she  relin-  pains  in  the  limbs,  especially  in  the  vicinity 
quished  from  its  involvmg  much  confinement,  of  the  joints.  On  the  following  day  the 
About  fifteen  months  ago  she  injured  symptoms  increased  in  severity,  and  the 
her  left  side,  and  the  back  of  her  neck,  by  headache  was  intense ;  a  venesection  per- 
fallkig  down  some  stairs,  and  she  has  since  formed  on  the  ensuing  day  afforded  much 
suffered  from  pain  in  the  side  on  active  ex-  relief :  since  this  period  she  states  that  every 
ertion,  or  coughing  :  before  this  time  she  is  afternoon  she  has  had  an  attack  of  rigors  of 
not  aware  that  she  ever  had  any  more  serious  about  half  an  hour's  duration,  followed  by 
ailment  than  a  cold.  heat  of  skin,  &c. ;  on  further  inquiry,  how- 
During  a  considerable  part  of  the  last  nine  ever,  it  appears  that  these  alternations  re- 
months  she  has  resided  in  Northumberland  curred  at  other  times  during  the  day.  Tiie 
Street,  and  near  the  water  side  ;  she  describes  headache  and  pain  in  the  limbs  subsequently 
the  house  and  situation  as  being  very  damp,  became  very  distressing,  and  have  continoed 
and  states  that  at  particular  tides  the  water  so  to  the  present  time  :  a  week  ago,  she  had 
penetrates  through  the  ground,  so  as  com-  a  violent  hysterical  fit,  during  which,   ac- 

889.— xxxT.  Y 


338  MR.  FEARNSIDB'S  CLINICAL  REPORTS. 

cording  to  her  own  statement,  she  was  insen-  the  relics  of  the  rlienmatic  attack.   Aft«r  the 

Bible  for  about  three  hours.  lapse  of  a  day  or  two,  the  true  nature  of  the 

State  upon  admission, — ^The  hands  and  case  being  more  apparent,  these  remedies 

feet  are  rather  cold,  but  the  head  and  rest  of  were  discontinued,  and  sixteen  ounces  of 

the  body  are  rather  abore  the  natural  tem-  blood  were  taken  from  behind  the  ears  by 

perature ;   the  face  is  flushed ;  there  is  no  cupping ;   purgatives  were  also  prescribed, 

swelling  or  redness  about  any  of  the  joints,  These  depleting  measures  at  first  appeared 

but  she  complains  of  much  pain  in  the  shoul-  highly  beneficial ;  the  giddiness,  headache,  and 

ders  and  knees.    There  is  excessive  sensi-  indistinctness  of  vision,  were  diminished ; 

bility  to  pressure  over  the  spinous  process  the  surface  of  the  upper  part  of  the  body  no 

of  the  vertebrs  as  low  as  the  lumbar  region  :  longer  manifested  that  extreme  sensibility 

pressure  over  the  dorsal  vertebrae  causes  which  had  been  observed  on  the  patient's 

great  and  distressing  dyspnoea,  and  a  land-  admission,  and  pressure  upon  the  spines  of 

nating  pain  in  both  arms,  but  especially  in  the  dorsal  vertebrae  ceased  to  occasion  in  the 

the  left  one.    There  is  extreme  tenderness  same  marked  degree  those  peculiar  effects 
of  the  whole  scalp,  and  pressure  upon  this  -  which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  history  of 

part,  or  upon  the  spinous  processes  of  the  the  case.    The  improvement,  however,  was 

upper  cervical  vertebrae,  causes  dimness  of  but  temporary ;  the  headache  and  the  symp- 

vision,  a  sensation  and  stiffness  of  weight  toms  mentioned  retume4i  and  were  again 

about  the  eyeballs,  and  faintness  and  heavi-  relieved  by  thie  copious  abstraction  of  blood, 

ness  of  the  head.    She  has  almost  constantly  The  expiration  of  a  few  days  witnessed  their 

giddiness,  and  severe  headache:   she  fre-  re-establishment  in  all  their  original  severity  ; 

quentlv  has  tinnitis  aurium,  and  the  sensa-  for  the  third  time  free  cupping  almost  com- 

tion  of  sparks  passing  before  the  eyes.  pletely  removed  them,  but.  as  on  former  oc- 

There  is  great  superficial  tenderness  below  casions,  this  promise  of  the  restoration  of 
the  left  mamma,  (the  situation  of  the  part  health  proved  delusive,  and  it  was  judged  ex- 
injured  by  the  fall  before  referred  to,)  and  pedient  a^ain  to  have  recourse  to  the  same 
this  exaggerated  sensibility  exists  in  a  remedy ;  a  blister  was  applied  to  the  nape  of 
greater  or  less  degree  over  the  whole  front  of  the  neck,  and  a  cold  lotion  to  the  forehead ; 
the  chest,  and  over  both  arms,  especially  purgatives  also  were  freely  administered, 
their  upper  parts,  and  around  the  shoul-  But  these  means  afforded  only  partial  relief, 
der-joints.  She  has  some  cough,  and  com-  and  on  July  1st,  whilst  under  their  full  in- 
plains  of  its  occasioning  pain  in  the  left  fluenoe,  the  patient  Was  suddenly  seized 
side ;  there  appears  to  be  slight  dulness  on  with  throbbing  of  the  temporal  arteries,  Ian- 
percussion  over  the  upper  part  of  the  left  cinating  pain  in  the  eyes  and  ears,  and  much 
side  of  the  chest,  but  the  respiratory  mur-  headache ;  these  symptoms  were  succeeded 
mur  is  generally  healthy ;  number  of  respi-  by  total  loss  of  vision  for  about  four  hours, 
rations  26  per  minute.  The  sounds  and  im-  and  a  considerably  longer  period  elapsed  be- 
pulse  of  the  heart  are  healthy;  pulse  96,  fore  she  could  see  with  any  distinctness; 
compressible.  The  tongue  is  dry,  and  the  headache  continued,  but  was  relieved  by 
covered  with  a  yellow  fiir  in  the  centre ;  she  the  recumbent  posture ;  her  sleep  was 
is  very  thirsty,  complains  of  some  soreness  broken,  and  disturbed  by  frightful  dreams ; 
of  throat,  and  nausea — has  no  appetite;  the  pulse  was  80,  soft,  and  rather  jerking;-— 
bowels  open ;  the  liver  descends  about  two  the  tongue  slightly  furred.  An  entirely  op- 
fingers'  breadths  below  the  margin  of  the  podte  plan  of  treatment  was  now  adopted  ; 
ribs ;  no  enlargement  of  the  8|>leen ;  urine  the  carbonate  of  iron  in  t^e  nascent  form 
scanty,  high-coloured,  and  turbid,  from  the  was  prescribed  in  combination  with  myrrh, 
deposition  of  the  lithates.  The  catamenia  and  a  pill  containing  assafaetida  and  hen- 
were  present  about  a  fortnight  ago ;  they  bane  was  directed  to  be  taken  every  night, 
appeared  first  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years ;  The  good  effects  of  the  change  were  soon 
two  years  afterwards  Siey  were  absent  for  apparent  in  the  diminution  of  the  headache, 
about  nine  months,  but  since  that  time  they  and  the  increased  brightness  of  the  eyes, 
have  appeared  with  tolerable  regularity ;  and  the  vivacity  of  the  countenance ;  but  on 
sometimes,  however,  recurring  after  inter-  July  4th,  or  three  days  after  the  commence- 
vals  of  three  weeks  only,  or  even  less,  ment  of  this  altered  plan  of  treatment,  the 
Menstruation  is  usually  painful,  and  the  flow  patient  left  the  hospital, 
scanty.  Remarks. — As    mentioned    above,    the 

Treatment^  and  subsequent  progress  of    statements  of  the  patient  up«n  her  admission 

/A«  ease, — Under  the  impression  created  by  into  the  hospital  gave  rise  to  the  impression 

the  statements  of  the  patient  that  the  most  that  there  was    something   of  a    periodic 

prominent  symptoms  were  of  a  periodical  character  in  the  affection  under  which  she 

character,  quinine  was  prescribed,  and  with  was  suffering.     She  asserted  that  for  some 

this  was  associated  a  combination  of  calomel  time  she  had  had  an  attack  of  rigors  daily  at 

and  colchicum,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  three  o*clock,  p.m.  j   so  that  although  the 
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period  of  the  aecesaion  was  not  exactly  tb&t  mobility  of  the  nenrons  system  in  females* 

seen  in  tertian  ugoBt  still  it  was  sufficiently  most  of  the  cases  of  this  affection  occur  in 

near  it^  to  lead  upon  a  first  tiew  to  the  sup-  tills  sex.    The  same  state  would  appear  to 

position  that  the  case  was  one  of  double  be  more  rapidly  produced  by  a  blow  or  fall, 

tertian.  especially  upon  the  back. 

Upon  more  minute  iuTestigation,  how-  In  subjects  who  possess  this  fiiulty  orga- 

ever,  it  appeared  that  the  att^n  of  rigors  nization,  whether  congenital  or  acquired,  a 

were  not  confined  to  the  time  mentioned ;  peculiar    state  of   the  nervous   centres  is 

and,  also,  that  although  succeeded  by  re-  readfly  induced,  characterised  in  particular 

action,  still  there  waa  not  generally  such  by  undue  development  of  the  functions  of 

increase  in  the  perspiration ; — thus  altering  the  nerves,  arising  firom  the  posterior  division 

the  aspect  of  the  case  oomid^ely«  of  the  spinal  cord ; — ^hence  the  great  sensi- 

UpOQ  her  admission  the  patient  was'  suf-  bitity  of  the  parts  to  which  these  nervous 

fering  under  the  remaina  of  a  slight  attack  fibrils  are  distributed,  and  hence  the  tender- 

of  rheumatism,  there  being  some  pain  about  ness  upon  pressure  over  the  spine,  from  the 

the  shoulders,  knees,  and  hips ;  this,  how-  cutaneous  branches  of  the  posterior  division 

ever,  soon  disappeared.    The  more  promi-  of  these  nerves  ramifying  in  the  integuments 

nent  symptoms  were  clearly  those  of  hys-  near  the  vertebral  column.    In  some  in- 

teria,  and  aggravated  spinal  irritation.    The  stances,  the  anterior  portion  of  the  spinal 

appearance  of  the  patient,  the  distinct  hys-  cord,  and  the  motor  properties  of  the  nerves 

tencal  fit  which  she  had  a  few  days  pre-  thence  arising,  are  affected,  as  was  seen  in 

▼iously)  and  her   history,   from   which  it  this  case,  in  some  degree;    pressure  over 

appeared  that  she  had  suffered  from  the  the  upper   dorsal   spines    occasioning   (by 

affection  repeatedly  before,  were  sufficient  to  reflected    irritation)    severe   paroxysms  of 

point  this  out  as  her  true  complaint.    But  dyspnoea. 

there  was  also  spinal  tenderness,  (to  use  a  The  eau§es  of  the  rheumatism  in  this  case 

conventional  expression,}  of  unusual  extent  appear  to  have  been  continued  exposure  to 

and  development ;  the  pathological  condition  damps,  cold,  &c. ;  and  as  we  have  had  oc- 

of  whidi  thif  is  the  index  affecting  the  casion  to  observe  in  other  instances,  the  dis- 

greater  part  of  the  spinal  cord.    As  con-  ease  was  rather  due  to  agencies  which  had 

nected  with  this  state,  we  may  enumerate  long  been  in  operation,  than  to  any  single 

the  excessive  tenderness  of  the  scalp,  and  exposure. 

the  headache,  giddineaa,  indistinctness  of  As  regards  the  spinal  irritation,  it  appears 
vision,  sense  of  weight,  and  heaviness  over  probable  that  the  frill  upon  the  back*  which 
the  eyes,  occasioned  by  pressure  over  the  the  patient  had  sustained,  was  one  link  in 
cervical  portion  of  the  sphie.  The  excessive  the  chain  of  causation.  But,  as  before  re- 
aensibility  of  the  surface  of  the  chest,  armS,  marked,  it  is  in  particular  states  of  the  sys- 
&c.,  and  the  dyspnoea  occasioned  by  pres-  tem  that  the  influence  of  ,auch  accidents  is 
sure  upon  the  dorsal  spines,  would  appear  most  perceptible.  A  similar  observation 
to  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  nervous  will  apply  to  the  development  of  hysteria, 
centre  in  that  portion  of  the  vertebral  In  the  present  case,  these  affections  super- 
column.  But  the  cerebrum  itself  was  also  vened  only  after  the  patient  had  undergone 
implicated,  as  waa  manifested  by  the  head-  the  debilitating  treatment  required  for  sub- 
ache,  giddiness,  tinnitus  aurium,  disordered  duing  a  tedious  and  painful  disease,  after 
vision,  and  disturbed  sleep,  of  which  the  pa-  long-continued  confinement  in-doors,  and 
tieat  complained  at  the  time  of  her  admis-  late  hours ;  all, — causes  highly  conducive  to 
aion,  or  subsequently.  the  production  of  that  state  of  the  nervous 

The  true  nature  of  this  affection  would  system  before  adverted  to,  and  which  ap- 
aeem  to  consist  in  irregular  distribution  of  pears  to  be  the  essential  element  in  their  na- 
blood  through  the  nervous  centres  generally,  ture.  As  is  generally  observed  in  example^ 
and  spinal  cord  in  particular.  This  view  is  of  these  affections,  they  were  associated 
aupported  by  a  consideration  of  the  circum-  with  a  disordered  state  of  the  menstrual 
atancea  under  which  it  is  most  usually  de-  fuicUon ;  small  as  is  the  actual  amount  of 
▼eloped,  as  well  as  by  the  effects  of  treat-  fluid  thrown  off  by  tiiis  channel,  its  due 
ment.  In  young  fiemales  it  is  usually  seen  elimination  has  much  influence  in  maintain- 
in  connection  with  irregular  or  scanty  men-  log  a  healthy  state  of  the  female  habit, 
struation — the  influence  of  which  periodical  The  effects  of  the  treatment  adopted  in 
discharge  upon  the  circulation  is  well  known,  this  case  may  give  rise  to  one  or  two  useful 
But  in  addition,  there  appears  to  be  required  observations.  Hie  patient  was  a  robust- 
a  peculiar  condition  of  the  nervous  struc-  looking  young  woman,  with  a  very  florid 
tures  themselves,  either  congenital,  or  the  complexion,  and  her  appearance  and  corn- 
result  of  a  peculiar  mode  of  life, — causes  plainta  not  unnaturally  led  to  the  adoption 
long  operating,  and  tending  to  deteriorate  of  free  depleting  measures.  With  what 
the  general  health,  and  induce  excessive  success,  the  history  of  the  case  has  suf- 
nervous  sensibility  i^hence,  from  the  greater  ficiently  diadosed  ;    the  relief  aflbrded  by 
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the  abstraction  of  blood,  although  consider-  patients  were  treated  with  the  limb  in 
able  for  the  time,  was  of  short  durationi  and  the  straight  position.  Into  the  theo- 
became  shorter  after  each  successive  cup-  retical  reasons  for  the  preference  given 
ping.  Notwithstanding  her  apparent  pie-  by  some  to  the  extended,  and  by  others 
thora,  it  must  be  remembered  that  for  a  jq  the  flexed  method,  it  is  not  my  in- 
considerable time  her  health  had  been  below  tention  to  enter :  in  public  and  pnvatc 
jflr,-also  that  she  had  undergone  venesec-  j  have  in  different  cases  frequently 
toon,  and  other  depleting  treatment,  before  ^^^  y^^y^  y  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^y^^  y^^^ 
her  admission  mto  the  hospital.  Hence  the  .y^.  *„  i«.^ft!i  «,„«««.*«,-«♦  «-^j 
importanceofjttdgingof  thestateofapa-  '^*^'  ^X  ^^eful  manacement,  eood 
tieSt,  not  by  some  Ibsolute  and  arbitrkry  ^^^^^^  ""^X  ^  accomplisTied  by  either 
standard,  but  by  a  reference  to  his  or  her  ^t  them,  a  good  deal  depending  upon 
habitual  condition.  The  antiphlogistic  regi-  the  akiU  and  care  of  the  surgeon,  as 
men,  in  this  case,  perpetuated  the  eviU  well  as  the  particular  position  or  anpa- 
which  it  was  intended  to  remove.  As  from  ratus  employed.  For  the  case  of  the 
the  absence  of  the  influence  of  atmospheric  patient,  (for  obtaining  a  cure  with- 
pres8ure,the  oontenta  of  the  cranium  remain  out  deformity,  or  shortening,)  the  ob- 
B  fixed  quantity,  after  large  depletion  the  servation  of  the  treatment  in  the 
circulation  is  no  longer  in  harmony  with .  straight  position  entitles  me  to  assert, 
that  of  the  system  at  large ;  nay  more,  from  that  if  any  method  can  answer  as  well, 
the  feeble  action  of  the  heart  in  such  cases  none  is  superior ;  and  that  for  facility 
the  blood  would  seem  to  accumulate,  and  ofapplication,  and  ease  in  after  manage- 
possibly  even  stagnate,  in  the  venous  sinuses.  n,ent,  as  far  as  both  patient  and  surgeon 
Now,  although  cupping  may  act  as  a  power-  ^re  concerned,  no  plan  has  stronger  re- 
ful  local  derivant  for  the  time,  yet  as  the  commendations.  There  are,  however, 
vessels  are  rapidly  distended  agam,  the  con-  j  ^tant  differences  in  the  modes  of 
tinuance  of  the  aifecUon  is  rather  favoured  ^JL„i^„  ^„*.  ,t,^  -.^^^j^i^-  ^^  .„k:^u 
than  otherwise.  Such  were  the  views  which  farry  ng  out  ihe  principles  on  which 
led  on  July  1st  to  an  entire  change  of  treat-  ^^\  P^^J  ^X  extension  is  based,  and  it 
ment,  and  even  in  the  short  time  during  »  ^  these  I  have  more  especially  to 
which  it  was  tried  unequivocal  benefit  re-  ^^^^l  attention. 

suited  from  it.  A  continuance  of  the  treat-  When  I  entered  on  my  duty  at  the 
ment  then  enjoined,  with  liberal  diet,  in-  hospital,  I  adhered  to  the  mode  of 
eluding  an  allowance  of  malt  liquor,  and  treatment  previously  in  use,  which  con- 
out-door  exercise,  would  probably  soon  re-  sisted  in  the  application  of  a  few  turns 
store  the  patient  to  her  wonted  health.  of  a  common  roller  over  the  foot  and 
ancle,  a  Scultetus  over  the  leg  and  thigh, 

ON  FRACTURES  OF  THE  FEMUR.  Lttp'^^f  Airthree^fclS 

By  W.  Lyon,  Esq.  one   for  the  outside    from  middle  of 

Lecturer  on  Surgery,  and  lately  one  of  the  trunk  to  leg  and  foot,  one  for  inside. 

Surgeons  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary.  from  perineum  to  beyond  sole,  and  the 

(/br  ihe  Medical  Gazette.)  ^^^^^  '»  ^^nt,  from  groin  to  knee,  and 

corresponding    to    these    three    thm 

wooden  splints.    While  the  li^  was 

As  stated  by  me  in  my  pnper  "  On  the  k«Pt  extended,  and  coaptation  effected, 

Statistics  of  Fractures."*  I  treated  in  t^e  bandages   were  applied,  and  the 

all  forty-one  cases  of  fractures  of  the  splints,  folded  in  the  margins  of  the 

femur,  thirty -five  of  which  were  in  the  splint  cloth,  were  laid  along  the  hmb, 

male,  and  only  the  comparatively  small  ana  kept  firmly  in  their  places  by  three 

number  of  six  in  the  female.     I  tried  or  four    straps    buckled   at    different 

several  modes  of  treatment,  and  as  the  points;    and  the  external  one  was  in 

number  of  cases  was,  I  think,  sufiicient  addition  bound  firmly  to  the  trunk  or 

for  enabling  me  to  judge  of  the  merits  pel  vis. 

of  the  plans  employed,  I  shall  detail  a  I"  this  manner  the  limb  and  trunk 

few  of  the  more  interesting  examples,  ^'^^^  retained  in  a  straight  line,  and 

and  give  the  inferences  supplied   by  *^c  prominences  and  depressions  on 

my     opportunities      for    observation,  '^e  limb,  moulding  for  themselves  cor- 

With  few  exceptions,  where  the  semi-  responding  piu  and  eminences  on  the 

flexed  method  was  demanded  by  pe-  ^^^an  .pillows,  and  these  a^tn  firmly 

culiar  circumstances,  in  all  the  cases  the  .  Pi'CBsed  on  all  sides  by  the  splints, 

-                         acted  on  by  the  straps  and  buckles,  an 

*  London  and  Edinburgh  Journal,  Jan.  1844.  accurately  fitting  soft  case  was  formedf 
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and  displacement   of   the   fragments  ease,  which   in   these  circumstances 

prevented.  often  induces  such  secondary  affections 

About  one-third  of  our  patients  were  as  oblige   us  to  postpone,  altogether 

treated  in  this  manner,  and  were  dis-  prevent,  or  persist   after  the  perfor- 

charged  without  perceptible  deformity.,  mance  of  the  operation,  and  destroy 

But  to  be  effective,  the  apparatus  re-  the  patient.      So  far  as  my  observa- 

quired  to  be  kept  very  firmly  applied :  tion  in  private  and  hospital  practice 

however  well  put  on,  the  bandages  and  has  extended,  it  is  rare   indeed,  but 

straps  soon  become  loose,  necesiii taring  particularly  in  the  vitiated  air  of  an 

frequent    adjustment;    while    on    the  hospital,  to  see  a  patient  escape  with* 

other  hand,  if  tight,  they  occasioned  out  loss  of  limb,  wno  has  had  a  larpg 

much  restlessness,  and  not  un frequently  previous^  keatik^  articulathn  tuddenljf 

pain  was  complained  of  over  the  more  and  extensively  opened  in  any  manner, 

prominent  parts,  especially  the  inner  but   more  particularly  by  ulceration, 

condyle  of  the  femur,  and  in  two  in-  where  immediate  union  of  the  wound 

stances  such  consequences  occurred  as  is  next  to  impossible :   in  these  cases, 

caused  the  discontinuance  of  this  me-  the  patients  have  |;enerally  either  lost 

thod  of  treatment.  their  limbs  or  their  lives,  and  some- 

W.  A.,  aged  12  years,  June  19th,  1841.  times  both :  and  it  ought  to  be  recol- 
To-day  he  suffered  an  oblique  fracture  lected,  that  in  such  conditions  the  at- 
of  femur :  there  is  shortening  to  extent  tempt  to  save  the  limb  is  one  of  great 
of  one  and  a  half  inch,  and  toes  are  danger,  and  the  question  is  not,  whe- 
much  everted.  The  fracture  was  put  ther  some  have  oeen  saved  without 
up  by  method  above  described,  and  amputation,  for  of  that  there  is  no 
union  had  taken  place,  but  not  firmly,  doubt,  but  whether  out  of  a  given  num- 
when  he  complained  of  pain  over  in-  ber,  if  all  were  subjected  to  primary 
side  of  knee,  which  persisting  for  a  amputation,  a  larger  proportion  wonld 
day  or  two,  the  apparatus  was  removed,  not  recover  than  by  pertinacious  at- 
when  there  was  found,  over  internal  tempts  to  save  the  seemingly  favour- 
part  of  articulation,  an  unhealthy  look-  able  cases.  From  this  manner  of  pro- 
mg  sore,  about  the  size  of  a  shilling,  cedure,  some  limbs  would  be  unneces- 
Retentive  measures  were  omitted,  sarily  sacrificed,  but  liv  s  would  be 
emollients  applied,  but  thes  ore  en-  saved  otherwise  lost  in  the  attempt  to 
larged,  and  became  deeper.  The  pain  preserve  members,  and  while  I  do  not 
increased,  and  was  attended  by  redness  urge  the  indiscriminate  performance  of 
and  swelling,  and  from  the  slairy  na-  amputation  in  all  cases  of  this  kind,  1 
ture  of  the  discharge*,  and  tne  use  of  feel  pretty  confident  of  the  correctness 
the  probe,  it  became  evident  the  ulce-  of  the  opinion  above  given ;  viz.,  that 
ration  had  extended,  and  opened  the  ar-  a  greater  number  of  lives  would  be 
ticulation.  High  constitutional  distur-  preserved,  by  immediate  amputation, 
bance  took  place,  soon  followed  by  hectic  sav  in  a  eiven  number  of  instances, 
and  diarrhoea:  these  were  not  checked  where  the  knee,  shoulder,  or  limb,  has 
by  a  variety  of  treatment  employed :  been  freely  opened,  than  by  what  is 
he  was  daily  becoming  worse  :  the  (quaintly,  but  unjustly,  called  conserva- 
danger  appeared  imminent,  and  after  tive  surgery.  For  it  is  a  great,  and 
repeated  consultations  at  intervals  of  often  fiital  mistake,  to  suppose  that  in 
several  days,  assent  was  at  last  given  an  instance  of  the  assumed  kind,  we 
to  remove  the  limb,  which  was  done  by  may  tafeljf  try  to  save,  and  if  unfa- 
lateral  flap  method,  in  the  lower  third  vourable  symptoms  shew  themselves, 
of  the  thifi^h.  He  now  rapidly  im-  we  can  retrace  our  steps,  and  operate, 
proved,  ana  was  soon  discharged.  During  the  trial,  such  complications  as 

Every  kind  of  treatment  I  could  think  phlebitis,  ulceration  of  intestinal  mu- 
of  was  tried  to  obviate  the  effects  of  cous  membrane,  pneumonia,  pleuritis, 
the  opening  into  the  articulation,  and  or  the  like,  very  often  arise,)  tne  cause 
amputation  was  delayed  as  long  as  was  still  existing)  defy  all  treatment,  pre- 
consistent  with  safety  ;  indeed,  fully  vent  us  from  operating,  or  kill  the  pa- 
longer  ;  the  debility,  hectic,  and  di-  tient  after  the  operation  has  been  per- 
arrhcea  which  were  present,  shewing  formed.  These  points  deserve  oon- 
the  powerful  influence  of  the  local  dis-  sideration  in  balancing  the  risks  befofe 
---— ^  ^.v^  «...^>^^^f>  ^4  ^e  determine  the  procedure  we  intend 
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stances :  the  age  of  the  patient,  his  in  this  method,  the  apparatus  was  re- 
constitntion,  the  locality  in  which  he  moved.  The  parts  over  the  internal 
is  to  he  treated,  the  size  of  the  injured  condyle  were  found  red  and  t^der,  the 
articulation,  the  kind  and  degree  of  the  whole  articulation  seemed  slightly  in- 
lesion  it  has  suffered,  ought  all  to  form  flamed,  and  the  excitement  did  not 
elements  in  our  decision.  Youtli  is  subside  until  leeches  and  cold  lotion 
more  favourable  than  adult  or  ad-  had  been  repeatedly  employed.  Had 
vanced  age :  intemperance  unfits  for  we  not  been  warned  by  tne  serious  re- 
bearing  up  afinunst  such  injuries :  re-  suit  in  our  former  case,  there  is  no 
covery  is  mucn  more  probable  in  pri-  saying  how  fax  the  injury  might  have 
▼ate  wan  hospital  practice :  the  danger  proceeded  here^as  the  uneasiness  was 
increases  proportionately  as  the  size  of  not  so  considerable  as  otherwise  to 
the  articulation  augments ;  and  accord-  have  attracted  attention, 
in^  to  the  extent,  and  simple  or  com-  These  occurrences,  the  fretfulness  of 

§  heated  nature  of  the  wound.      All  the  patients,   from  pressure  at  some 

aese  must  be  weighed,  and  in  addition  point  or  other,  the  necessity  for  fre- 

the  risks  from  the  operation  rec^uired,  quent  adjustment,  and  of  almost  daily 

which,  if  primary  amputation  m  the  comparison  of  the  length  of  the  two 

thigh  in  an  adult  or  aged  subject,  is  an  Hmbs^  lest  shortening  existed,  finally 

injury  not  much  less  mortal,  we  fear,  prevailed  on  me  to  give  a  trial  to  the 

than  the  opened  knee,  the  effects  of  method  of  Desault. 

which  it  is  intended  to  avert.  It  has  been  theoretically  objected  to 

This  was  a  very  serious  termination  this  plan,  that  by  its  use  the  normal 

to  a  simple  fracture  of  the  femur,  and  curvature  of  the  femur  is  destroyed, 

that  in  a  young  subject  too.    It  may  and  that  the   state  of  extension  in 

be  urged,  that  the  issue  here  was  not  which  the  muscles  are  kept  excites 

justly  referrible  to  the  mode  of  exten-  them  to  constant  and  violent  action, 

sion  employed,  but  arose  from  the  im-  Of  the  first  objection;  I  have,  in  the 

proper  or  unduly  firm  application  of  thirty  patients  treated  by  this  method, 

the  apparatus,  and  that  tne  boy  pre-  seen  no  proofis :   the  length,  the  ac- 

vious  to  the  formation    of  the  ulcer  tivity,   power,  and   countour   of   the 

must  have  complained  of  much  uneasi-  member,  being  in  all  the  patients  un- 

ness,  attention  to  which  would  have  impaired. 

prevented  a  serious  result.    I  believe  As  to  the  contraction  excited  by  the 

greater  firmness  of  the  apparatus  was  extension,  ifit  exists  at  all,  it  is  very  soon 

sot  employed  than  was  absolutely  re-  overcome ;  the  muscles,  relieved  from 

Jpisite  for  keeping  the  very  obliquely  the  pricking  by  the  extremities  of  the 
ractured  fragdients  adjusted :  our  pa-  fragments,  soon  become  passive^  and  a 
tient  was  of  such  firetful  disposition  as  sli^t  de^e  of  force  is  sufficient  to 
effectually  guarded  him  against  our  resist  their  action, 
neglect,  and  I  detail  the  case  princi-  The  correctness  of  the  principles  on 
pally  with  a  view  to  shew  that,  with&ut  which  this  method  is  based  was  esta- 
mueh  pain,  the  constant  equable  pres-  blished  to  our  satisfaction  by  the  sue- 
sure  over  the  soft  tissues  covering  the  cess  which  followed  its  employment, 
Srominent  internal  condyle,  may,  by  and  this  was  corroborated  by  tne  ex- 
irectly  destroying  their  vitality,  or  emption,  with  a  single  trivial  exception, 
indirectly,  by  inducing  inflammation  from  the  least  injury,  of  any  of  the  pa- 
and  ulceration,  occasion  the  dange-  tients  treated  by  it,  and  also  by  the 
jous  lesion  of  an  opened  knee-joint :  comfort  the^  obtained  after  and  while 
and  that  therefore,  if  the  plan  of  treat-  it  was  applied.  They  almost  univer- 
ment  described  is  to  be  followed,  the  sally  expressed  themselves  as  feeling 
knee  should  be  frequently  and  care-  perfectly  easy :  indeed,  I  cannot  oon- 
fullv  examined;  a  practice,  however,  ceive  it  possible  for  persons  with  such 
both  inconvenient  and  injurious.  kind  of  injuries  to  suffer  less  than 
Soon  after  this  occurrence,  a  patient  otur  patients  did.  But  correct  as  the 
under  treatment  for  a  similar  injury  principles  of  the  treatment  are,  I  doubt 
complained  of  continued  slight  uneasi-  not  that  the  ease  the  patients  ex- 
ness  over  the  knee,  and  that  not  being  perienced,  their  cure  without  deformity, 
abated  bv  making  a  depression  in  the  and  another  great  recommendation  of 
bran  pillow  with  the  finger,  at  the  un-  this  method,  both  for  the  surgeon  and 
easy  part,  a  procedure  often  requisite  patient,  the  avoidance  of  any  necessity 
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for  interference  or  adjustment  worth    extremities,  three  or  four  inches  broad, 
mentioning  after  the  first  application,    of  length  sufficient  to    extend    from 
were  attributable  in  a  great  degree  to    nipple  to  ten  or  twelve  inches  beyond 
the  attention,  skill,  and  dexterity  of    the  foot,  and  otH  bran  pillow,  of  nearly 
Dr.  William  Findlay,  who  acted  as  my    corresponding   breadth    and   length  : 
clerk  for  the  eighteen  months  during    there  was  likewise  a   perineal    band 
which  I  used  Desault's    plan.     The    stuffed  loosely  with  fine  carded  cotton 
putting  up  of  fractures  in  the  hospi-    to  about  the  thickness  of  the  wrist,  and 
tal  devolves  almost  entirely  upon  tne    to  prevent  it  being  soiled  or  wetted, 
gentlemen  who  act  as  clerks  to  the    covered  with  fine  oil  silk;    a  strong 
attendant  surgeons;    and  amon^  the    cotton   roller,    h^e  or   six   yards   in 
many  other  great  advanta^s  which  a    length,  completed  the  apparatus.   The 
clerkship  confers,  in  practice  of  medi-    pelvis  being   fixed  by  one  assistant, 
cine,    pathology,     practical   surgery,    another  made  gentle  fatiguing  exten- 
and  indeed  every  branch  of  the  profes-    sion  from  the  foot,  when  a  turn  of  the 
sion,  are  the  almost  daily  opportunities    roller  was  applied  below  the  knee,  and 
they  possess  of  managing  cases  of  frac-    carried  with  Uie  greatest  possible  equa- 
tnre,  by  which  many  of  them  acquire    bility  down  over  the  leg  and  foot ; 
a  degree  of  proficiency  as  relates  to  fa-    from  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  it  was 
cility,neatne8s,efiectiveandquickappli-    conveyed  eight  or  ten  inches  beyond 
cation  of  bandages,  splints,  &c.,  wnich    the  sole,  passed  round  the  notch  in  the 
the  generality  of  practitioners  have  no    extremity  of  the  splint,  then  again  to 
field  for  obtaminfi^,  and  therefore  never    the  foot  and  leg,  as  for  as  the  knee, 
arrive  at,  and  which  gives  the  fortu-    In  this  manner  the  pressure  and  trac- 
nate  possessor  a  great  superiority  in    tion  by  each  end  of  tne  bandage  was  so 
after  fife.  ea  uably  diffused  over  the  entire  surface 

Comparing  the  limited  extent  of  ot  the  leg,  that  uneasiness  was  seldom 
parts  on  wnich  the  extending  and  complained  of,  and  the  irregular  form 
counter-extendincf  forces  bear  in  this  of  the  limb  at  the  calf  and  ankle  pre- 
method  of  Desault,  and  the  large  sur-  vented  the  bandage  from  slipping, 
faces  on  which  they  act  in  the  other  This  method  of  applying  the  bandage 
plan  I  used,  it  may  excite  surprise  for  extension  was  found  much  easier  for 
there  was  not  more  pain  in  the  former  the  patient,  less  liable  to  be  displaced, 
than  the  latter,  and  also  that  no  in-  and  less  apt  to  cause  irritation  over  the 
flammation  of  the  parts  pressed  upon,  instep  or  malleoli,  than  the  padded 
or  ulceration,  or  sloughing,  should  have  bana  sometimes  used;  and  answered 
occurred.  In  the  one  case  the  strong  all  these  purposes  better  when  laid 
and  constant  pressure  probably  comes  down  without  the  accompaniment  of 
to  tell  principally  on  the  prominent  compresses  of  cotton,  which  in  place 
internal  condyle,  thinlv  covered  by  of  defending  the  parts  from  pressure, 
irritable  soft  parts ;  in  the  other,  trac-  were  found  to  concentrate  it  so  as  al- 
tion  by  the  bandage  at  the  foot  is,  or  most  invariably  to  cause  pain,  as  a 
Mhoula  be,  diffused  over  the  entire  leg  :  consequence  restlessness,  and  hadtfaey 
and  the  perineum  is,  comparatively  to  been  continued,  theproduction  of  ulce- 
the  knee,  so  thickly  covered  with  soft  ration.  I  have  lately  seen  used  by  one 
parts,  while  the  band  can  be  occasion-  of  the  clerks  of  the  hospital  another 
ally  slightly  shifted  by  the  patient,  plan  for  making  the  extension  from  the 
that  with  one  exception  more  tnan  the  leg,  which  is  well  fitted  to  prevent 
most  trivial  fretting  of  the  skin  did  any  uneasiness,  or  at  least  to  reduce  it 
not  occur,  and  that  exception  entirely  to  its  minimum,  and  which  is  at  the 
arose  from  the  bandaging  of  an  inex-  same  time  very  effective  for  the  pur- 
perienced  substitute,  who  acted  in  the  pose.  This  is  essentially  the  method 
absence  of  the  ordinary  clerk.  adopted  for  obtaininff  a  fixed  point  on 

It  is  less  my  wish  to  give  elementary  the  limb,  from  which  to  make  exten- 
descriptions  of  the  apparatus,  and  the  sion  in  the  reduction  of  dislocations. 
methoKi  of  application,  than  the  prac-  A  stripe  of  strong  cotton  cloth,  about 
tical  points  deducible  from  its  adop-  three  yards  long,  is  prepared.  The 
tion  ;  it  essentially  consisted  of  De-  two  ends  of  this  are  laid  one  on  each 
sault's  plan,  modined  as  described  in  side  of  the  leg  and  thigh,  the  middle 
the  excellent  Practical  Surgery  of  Mr.  hanging  sufficiently  far  from  the  sole 
Liston.    A  splint,  with  notches  at  the    to  be  hooked  on  the  notch  at  the  lower 
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end  of  the  splmt.    The  ends  are  then  place  the  superior  spinoas  processes  of 

kept  applied  to  the  sides  of  the  leg,  hy  the  pelvis  perfectly  transverse  to  a  line 

surrounding    them    and  the    member  falling  through  the  centre  of  the  body 

with  a  roller  from  toes  to  the  knee;  and  between  the  limbs.     If  accuracy  as 

the  remaining  ends  of  the  cotton  cloth  to  the  direction  of  the  limbs  to  the 

are  now  carried  down  outside  of  the  pelvis  be  not  observed,  I  have  ascer- 

roUer,  over  the  aame  course  as  occupied  tained  by  measurements  on  the  skeleton 

by  the  two  other  portions,   and   the  that  very  erroneous  conclusions  maybe 

roller,    or    better,  a   Scultetus,  bein^  arrived  at. 

again  made  to  surround  the  limb,  and        Such  was  the  mode  in  which  we 

the  two  side  pieces,  they  are  held  suf-  managed  our  simple  cases,  and  after  its 

ficiently  firm  for  the  required  degree  adoption,  as  the  more  important  points, 

of  extension,  while  the  pressure  is  so  our  patients  experienced  greatly  less 

equally   diffused  that  uneasiness  and  discomfort,  and  as  a  whole,  from  the 

ulceration  are  entirely  avoided.    The  less  motion  to  which  they  were  sub- 

sphnt,  with  the  pillow  on  it,  was  now  jected,  had  their  fractures  united  in  a 

laid  along  the  external  aspect  of  the  shorter  time  than  by  the  other  method, 

limb ;    the  limb  sufficiently  extended.  Another  not  slight  recommendation  of 

and  coaptation  of  the  fracture  effected :  Desault's  plan  was  the  ease  with  which 

the  band  carried  under  the  perineum ;  it  was  managed  by  the  attendant,  com- 

its  ends  passed  through  the  apertures  pared  to  the  other.    In  many  instances, 

or  notch,  and  secured ;  and  lastly,  the  partly,  in    all  probability,  from    the 

splint  was  secured  to  the  limb  and  transverse  direction  of  the  fracture,  any 

body  of  the  patient  by  bandaee,  so  that  interference  was  not  required  after  the 

^  the  limb  and   trunk   were  kept  in  a  first  application :   in  none,  was  more 

straight  line,  and  the  extending  forces  needed  tnan  an  increase  of  the  extension 

acting  in  the  same  direction,  displace-  if  upon  measurement  of  the  limbs  any 

ment  was  effectually  prevented.  shortening    was    observed  :    whereas, 

In  using  this  plan  it   is  especially  when  the  other  practice  described  was 

requisite  to  prevent  the  patient  from  followed,  almost  dailv  taking  down, 

can7ing,  (which  he  is  much. disposed  renewed  extension,  and  a  troublesome, 

to  do)  his  trunk  away  from  the  splint,  tedious  re-adjustment,  were  required, 
in  order  to  relieve  the  uneasiness  of       General  or  local  medicinal  applica- 

constantly  lying  on  his  back.    When  tions  were  rarely  reouired.    The  trivial 

this  point  is  neglected,  the  trunk  be-  excitement  usually  following  reception 

ing  carried  inwards  from  the  upper  of  the  fr-acture,  commonly  subsided  in 

part  of  the  splint,  draws  the  superior  a  few  days  under  restricted  diet,  and 

part  of  the  femur  along  with  it ;  the  the  perfect  quietude  application  of  the 

upper  fragment  consequently  stands  at  apparatus   ensured.    Afterwards,  full 

ananglewith  the  upper  extremity  of  the  diet,  and   if  circumstances    dictated, 

lower,  and  an  external  curvature  is  porter,  &c.  were  allowed,  in  the  convic- 

thus  formed,  shortening  the  limb,  im-  tion  that  osseous  reparation  would  be 

pairing  its  strength  and  activity,  and  hastened  and  perfected  sooner  in  a 

of  course  occasioning  deformity.  condition  of  system  short  of  plethoric, 

I  have  seen  several  much  deformed  and  consequent  risk  of  functional  de- 
limbs  from  this  cause,  which  resisted  rangements,  than  when  the  patients 
all  attempts  to  make  them  straight ;  a  were  in  a  state  of  emaciation  and 
result  which  the  supposed  softness  of  debility. 

the  callus  was  expected  to  have  per-        Though  having  the  advantages  of 

mitted  to  be  of  easy  accomplishment.  substantial  fare,  still,  from  the  want  of 

It  is  requisite  to  institute  occasional  exercise,  and  it  may  be  also  from  re- 
examination for  ascertaining  whether  spiring  an  atmosphere  deprived  of  its 
the  proper  length  of  the  limb  in  which  due  constituents  by  the  crowded  in- 
the  fracture  is  situated,  be  maintained,  mates  of  the  wards,  and  contaminated 
I  have  seen  several  modes  tried  for  by  the  emanations  from  bums,  wounds, 
effecting  this  seemingly  simple  and  &c.  the  patients  were  almost  universally 
easy  matter ;  but  I  believe  all  tne  plans  pale,  emaciated,  and  weak,  at  the  expi- 
are  inferior  to  comparing  the  length  of  ration  of  their  confinement.  Such  con- 
the  injured  with  that  of  the  sound  dition  shewed  the  prejudicial  effect  of 
limb,  while  the  one  is  laid  alone;  side  the  confinement  on  the  sanguiferous, 
the  other,  and  while  means  are  ta&en  to  muscular,  and  cuticular  systems,  and  it 
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is  not  probable  it  was  more  favourable  enlargement,  and  the  discoloaration, 
on  the  osseous :  so  that,  to  have  re-  excited  fear  lest  rupture  of  the  main 
Btricted  the  diet  would  not  only  have  artery  by  the  heavy  pressure  of  the 
protracted  re-union,  but  have  unfitted  animal,  or  puncture  of  it  by  one  of  the 
the  patients  for  a  longer  time  from  extremities  of  the  bone,  had  occurred, 
being  able  to  resume  their  employ-  a  circumstance  of  which  Sir  A.  Cooper 
ments.  details  a  case,  and  of  which  I  also  had 
As  noted  in  the  "Statistics,"  the  a  fatal  instance  a  few  years  since, 
cases  of  fractured  femur  were,  one  with  which  was  witnessed  bv  mv  friend, 
another,  seven  weeks  in  the  hospital.  Mr.  Thomas  Gray.  The  limb  re- 
Even  after  the  lapse  of  that  time  per-  maining  warm,  discountenanced  our 
feet  use  of  the  limb  was  far  from  being  first  impression,  and  to  fiicilitate  eravi- 
restored,  and  the  following  case,  of  tation,  whether  of  serum  or  blooa,  and 
which  I  have  seen  several  examples,  thus  reduction  of  the  size,  the  limb 
shews  that  osseous  union  was  not  near  was  placed  easily  on  a  double-inclined 
completion  at  the  ordinary  period  of  plane,  covered  with  fomentations,  and  a 
dismissal ;  points  out  the  propriety  of  purgative  exhibited ;  as  the  pulse  had 
great  care  on  the  part  of  the  patient ;  re-acted,  frequent  doses  of  solution  of 
and  that  he  should  be  admonisned  not  antimony  were  given,  and  15  leeches 
to  throw  the  weight  of  the  body  on  the  applied.  The  swelling  in  a  few  days 
injured  limb,  lest  the  yet  soft  callus  began  to  subside;  the  aid  of  gentle  pres- 
should  yield,  and  shortening  or  curva-  sure  was  called  in  :  in  a  short  time 
ture  occur,  for  which,  however  unjustly,  after  Desault's  apparatus  was  put  on, 
the  surgeon  would  be  held  responsible,  and  at  the  end  of  seventeen  weeks 

the  patient  was  discharged  cured. 
Case   II. — R.  S.  was  admitted  in 

June  1841,  for  fracture  of  the  femur  The  Rudden  occurrence  of  the  swell- 
two  and  a  half  inches  above  the  knee :  jng^  and  the  discolouration  here,  assure 
he  was  treated  by  the  method  with  the  us  that  the  symptoms  were  occasioned 
three  splints,  and  was  discharged  at  the  by  extravasation,  probably  yielded  from 
end  of  seven  weeks.  In  a  few  days  ^  vessel  or  vessels  of  considerable  size, 
after,  from  one  of  his  crutches  sliding,  but  whether  from  the  main  artery  or 
he  fell,  re-fractured  the  femur  at  the  not  must  remain  uncertain,  though  from 
former  seat  of  injury,  atid  was  re-  the  recovery  the  affirmative  is  very  un- 
admitted. He  did  not  again  leave  the  likely.  The  tension  was  at  one  time  ex- 
hospital  until  eight  weeks  had  elapsed,  ceedingly  urgent,  and  excited  so  much 
shewing,  what  from  a  priori  reasoning  discomfort  to  the  patient,  and  anxiety  to 
might  have  been  questioned,  that  the  xxb^  lest  it  should  occasion  interruption 
period  required  for  union  was  not  under  to  the  circulation,  that  we  had  some  in- 
such  circumstances  in  the  least  ab-  tention  to  incise.  Averse,  however,  to 
breviated.  run  the  hazard  of  converting  the  cavity 

ri. TTf      r      -    -    r  4-^,.     ..^  containing  the  blood  into  a  large  and 

Case  Ul.^Fraciuve  of  ftmur  accom^  y^^^^   Inf^^d  abscess,  the^mber 

pamed  by  great  iwelhng  from  «-  ^^^  ^^/^^^^^  ^  described,  when  the 

iravaialed  blood.  cxtravasated  blood  gravitating  to  the 

C.  D.,  est.  19,  admitted  May  1841.  lowest   part,  where  it  shewed   itself 

A  horse  on  which  he  was  ridine,  reared,  by  increased  lividity,  the  symptoms 

and  fell  backwards  upon  the  left  thigh  speedily  disappeared, 

of  the  patient,  fracturing  the  bone  at  In  this  case  union  was  long  in  being 

the  junction  of  the  lower  with  middle  effected,  and  the  patient   was  in  the 

third.    The  limb  was  four  inches  more  house  for  the  long  period  of  seventeen 

in  circumference  than  its  fellow  ;  the  weeks.    Stiflhess  and  induration  of  the 

swelling  extended  from  below  knee  to  memberexisted  for  a  considerable  time, 

anterior  superior  spinous  process,  was  and  the  protracted  confinement  and 

said  to  have  come  on  instantly  after  the  those  conditions  were  referred  to  the 

accident ;  caused  great  and  disagreeable  presence  of  blood  between  and  around 

tension,  and   was  accompanied  with  the  fracture,  and  in  the  intermuscular 

lividity.  The  swelling  prevented  arterial  fascise.    In  my  case  alluded  to,  where 

pulsation  from  being  felt,  excepting  the  femoral  artery  was  punctured  by  the 

behind  inner  ankle,  where  it  was  very  pointed  extremity  of  one  of  the  frag- 

feeble.    The  sudden  occurrence  of  the  ments,  the  patient  was  an  elderly  man. 
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From  intoxioalioQ  at  the  time  of  the  lacerated  by  the  end  of  a  sharp  frag- 
accident,  or  as  a  conseqaence  of  the  ment,  and  the  artery  be  punctured,  as 
punctured  artery,  he  was  ezcessiyely  happened  in  the  case  aetailed.  The 
restless,  tossing  the  limb  in  all  direc-  bnttleness  of  the  bones,  and  the  conse- 
tions.  Lividitv  soon  supervened.  An  quent  greater  sharpness  of  the  frag- 
incision  carried  through  the  fascia  was  ments  m  the  aged,  render  them  more 
made  in  front  of  the  thigh,  exposed  likely  to  be  the  subjects  of  thin  dan- 
large  coagula,  but  did  not  afford  relief,  gerous  complication,  while  they  are  the 
The  member  soon  became  cold,  pulsa^  most  unfit  to  bear  up  against  their 
tion  in  the  posterior  tibial  could  not  be    effects. 

felt,  and  the  patient  died.    Dissection  [Tb  !>•  contfaoed.] ^^ 

exposed  the  artery  punctured  in  its    ^ 

middle  third,  surrounded  with    large        ON  TUMORS  OP  CICATRICES, 
coagula,  the  muscles  from  groin    to  «    «        m^ 

knee  separated  by  blood,  and  the  frag-  ^y  John  Macpherson, 

ments  so  pointed  and  sharp  that  the  Civil  AMiiUnUSorveim,  Hownh. 

fioffers  could  with  difficulty  be  placed  ^^^  f^  Medical  OmiU.J 

in  the  cavity  without  nsk  of  puncture  or  ____^ 

laceration.  If  the  above  condition  could    __  ^  «  •    ^  •  i. 

be  easily  ascertained,  it  becomes  an  im-  Vbrrucous  tumors  of  cic»tnces  arc  by 
portant  question  how  it  should  be  ^  ^^^^  "f «  ^^^^  ^^  natives  of 
treated,  ^o  expose  the  artery  at  the  B««al.  They  usuafly  occur  m  the 
punctured  part,^lated  from  its  con-  fic'^'"^,^*,  ^^  extensive  bums,  or  in 
nections,  £nd  surrounded  by  large  ^"^^^  left  by  the  application  of  the 
coagula,  with  the  collateral  vesseb  com.  ^^^^\  cautery  over  the  spleen,  a  prac- 
prewed  by  the  blood  driven  among  the  Jice  almc«t  nniversally  pursued  by  na- 
muscles,  and  in  addition  to  convert  the  ^wes  m  the  treatment  of  enlargement. 
caseintooneofcompoundfractuTC.would  ©f  that  organ.  They  are  also  some- 
hold  out  little  chawe  of  success :  to  se-  times  foun^  m  the  cicatnces  caused  by 
cure  the  artery  above  the  supposed  point  severe  flogging.  These  tumors  appear 
of  injury  might  not  prevent  escape  of  to  have  much  the  same  character  here 
blood  at  the  punctureTand  great  as  the  ^  i?  Europe;  they  are  only  locally 
danger  is  from  primary  amputation  in  mahgnant  j  do  not  affect  the  general 
thetliigh,suchoperati<mwould,I  think,  l»ea\th  for  many  years-^not,  indeed, 
be  the  least  of  the  two  evils  between  ""til  extensive  idceration  is  wt  upj 
which  we  would  have  to  choose.  It  is  ^^^  f^^^  then  the  bones  or  deeper- 
a  most  improbable  supposition  that  in  seated  parts  are  rarely  contaminated, 
such  circumstances  the  cavity  in  which  according  to  my  expcnence.  The  fol- 
the  blood  will  be  found  shaU  become  l?wing  stages  of  these  tumors  are  dis- 
dcfined,  the  circulation  in  the  limb  tinctly  observable:— 
continue,  and  a  traumatic  aneurism  be  ^.  Ist  staee.  One  or  more  simple  eleva^ 
formed,  surroundmg  or  communicating  t^ops  of  Qie  "catnx,  or  of  part  of 
with  the  fracture;   and  that  the  casi    q«»te  «>ft,  and  a  little  smoother  than 

will  advance  so  fiir  favourably  as  to  > '^^  ^^  ^^^  ""^?]*:i,,  ^dl^^^^ 
permit  the  ligature  of  the  vessel  as  m  there  is  no  pai",  and  the  disease  may 
the  usual  maSner  for  aneurism.  Still,  never  advance  beyond  it. 
no  interference  which  can  compromise  ,2d  stage.  Hardening  and  swelling 
retention  of  the  limb  will  be  juStifiable  of  these  elevations,  forming  one  or  two 
until  unquestionable  signs  of  death  of  detached  warts,  perfectly  smooth  ex- 
the  member  have  shewS  themselves.  ff  "1?"^^  ».^^  cartilaginous  withm  : 
It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the  "  w^^f^  their  section  shews  a  firm  hard 
occurrence  of  such  cases,  as  shewing  structure,  of  a  dense  white  colour  ns- 
thc  danger  of  much  motion  in  the  con-  }"«  »»  a  fibrous  manner  perpendicu- 
veyance  of  patients  with  fractures,  and  ^^X  ^0°^  the  surface  of  the  cutis."* 
especially  ffiose  of  the  femur  at  the  The  tumors  now  generally  begin  to  get 
'  junction  of  the  middle  and  lower  thirds,  pamful,  and  advance  gradually  to  the— 
or  of  rude  examination  and  change  of  ,?d  stage.  When  the  tumors  become 
positionoftheiniuredmcmber,a8  there-  a  little  depressed  m  their  centres,  be- 
by  the  comparatively  thin  layer   of  come  softer,  more  vascular  and  pam- 

musclc   or   tendon   between  the  bone       «  cn^^  Hawkins*  Lectum  on  Tumor.,  Mso. 

and  the  vessel  at  that  part  may   be    gasbtts,  vol.  xxi,  p.  wi. 
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Ibl,  and  Bhew  a  tendency  to  ran  into  the  enrrounding  parts  seemed  quite 

each  other.  healthy,  and  it  was  proposed  to  excise 

4th  stace.  The  tumors  benn  to  ul-  the  cancer,  and  save  the  amputation  of 

cerate  ana  spread  at  their  edges,  and  the  arm.    The  patient,  however,  wonld 

bear  all  the  osual  characters  of  scir-  not  submit  to  any  operation,  and  went 

rhus.  away  without  having  any  thin^  done. 

The  foregoing  division  into  stages  is  Cass  IV.  was  a  large,  broad,  raised 

of  course  to  a  certain  deme  arbitrary,  ulcer,  in  a  man  of  70,  jast  over  the 

and  only  meant  to  be  descriptive  of  right  mamma-,  about  2}  inches  long, 

about  a  dosen  cases  which  have  come  and  2  broad.    It  exactly  resembled  the 

under  my  notice.    Patients  never  apply  cancers  of  cicatrices  which  I  had  met 

for  relief  before  the  end  of  the  second,  with,  but  no  history  of  any  former  d* 

oi  beginning  of  the  third  stage;  in  catnx  cotdd  be  made  out.     Various 

either  of  these  stages  excision  appears  escharotics  were  applied  with  tempo- 

to  offer  a  certain  cure,  and  is  far  more  rary  relief;    but  as   the  cancer  was 

satisfactory  than  the  application  of  cor-  spreading,  and  the  nei^^hbouring  skin 

rosives.  The  following  cases  are  chiefly  was  perfectly  healthv,  it  was  thought 

illustrative  of  these  two  stages.  best  to  remove  it  vntn  the  knife,  which 

Case  I. — A  convict  complained  of  was  accordingly  done,  and  followed  by 

three  smril  tumors  over  his  right  sea-  a  complete  cure.    In  this,  as  in  all  the 

pula,  which  he  attributed  to  a  flogzing  cases  I  have  met  with,  the  cellular  tis- 

received  seven  or  eight  years  berore.  sue  beneath  the  tumor  was  perfectly 

They  were  oval,  smooth,  and  hard  to  healthy. 

the  touch,  about  the  size  of  crown-      ■  ■    . 

pieces.     They  were  slightly  flattened  CASE  OF 
at  the  top,  and  had  began  to  be  so  COPPER-COLOURED  SYPHILITIC 
painful  as  to  mte^pt  his  sleep.   They  jjruptION  AFFECTING  THE 
were  excised ;  and  the  skm  round,  and  \^lr„rC,r.^wJr? 
the  cellular  tissue  beneath  them  being  CONJUNCTIVA, 
quite  healthy,  the  wound  healed  readily.  Bt  Alfebd  Smss,  F.R.S. 
when  cut  into  the  tumors  were  white,  /«.   ^r    r    ^-^  n^  j*--?  n  --**  \ 
bloodless,  and  devoid  of  vascularity  |  (^'^  '**  ^"^  ^'***'  Oaiette.) 
they  were  hard,  fibrous,  and  displayed  """" 
all  the  usual  characters  of  scirrnus  in  As  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no  record  of 
its  early  stage.     Another  convict  had  specific  eruptions  attacking  the  con- 
similar  tumors  fi'om  a  similar  cause,  junctiva,  but  an  instance  naving  re- 
but in  a  less  advanced  stage,  and  not  cently  occurred  at  the  Central  London 
painful.  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  it  becomes  my 

Cass  II. — An  old  woman  presented  dutv  to  record  it. 

herself  with  a  warty  tumor  aoout  four  The  subject  of  the  affection  was  a 

inches  long,  in  the  cicatrix  of  an  old  respectable  married  female,  the  wife  of 

burn,  on  her  left  fore-arm.    It  consist-  a  traveller,  who  applied  at  the  Charity 

ed  of  three  flattened  tumors,  which  had  to  be  relieved  of  a  small  ulcer  which 

run  into  one  another,  and  were  ad-  existed  at  the  ec^  of  the  eyelid.  From 

vancing  towards  ulceration,  one  or  two  its  appearance  I  immediately  recog- 

points  near  the       '       '      '      '  -i— j  -'. -.^ — i. * ^ 

vascular.    As 
ful,  she  had 

fourteen   months   ago.      The  wound  for  a  period  of  two  or  three  years.    At 

healed  well,  and  she  has  not  returned,  that  time  I  put  her  upon  the  general 

The  tumors  in  this  case  resembled  those  antimonial  treatment,  described  in  the 

in  the  last,  but  shewed  more  tendency  Medical  Gazette,  and  the  ulceration 

to  ya^cu]arity.  speedily  healed.    At  this  period  there 

Case  III. — A  man  shewed  himself  were  also  numerous   copper-coloured 

with  an  immense  cicatrix  of  a  bum,  spots  over  the  skin,  whien  I  supposed 

extending  in  front  from  the  shoulder  to  sne  thought  of  but  little  consequence, 

the  wiist  of  the  left  arm.    At  the  bend  as  I  lost  sight  of  her  as  soon  as  the  ul- 

of  the  elbow  there  was  a  very  large,  ceration  had  healed, 

raised  ulcer,  about  six  inches  long  and  After  a  short  interval  she  returned 

four  broad,  with  a  profuse  sanioas  dis-  again,  and  stated  that  her  eye  was 

charge.    Even  in  this  advanced  stage  somewhat  uneasy,  and  that  she  feared 
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a  return  of  the  malady :  on  ezamina>  me  exceedingly  interesting,  inasmuch 
tion  the  conjunctiva  below  the  cornea  as,  being  the  first  case  of  the  kind 
presented  a  spot  a  little  smaller  than  a  which  has  been  narrated,  it  opens'*  the 
silver  penny-piece.  This  spot  appeared  door  for    further  investigation.      The 
formea  by  the    conjunctiva  itself   at  affection,  in  this  instance,  occurred  in 
that  point  being  swollen  ;  in  fact,  the  a  case  where  the  poison  had  run  its  own 
surface  was  obviouslv  .raised,  and  the  course  for  years,  without  regular  treat- 
colour  changed  to  that  of  a  cupreous  ment,  and  therefore  the  rarity  of  the 
hue,  somewhat  similar  to  the  colour  of  affection  may  be  increased  by  this  cir- 
the  spots  of  the  skin,  but  considerably  cumstance  of  itself  being  unusual.    My 
lighter :  this  spot  was  not  absolutely  motive  in  recording  this  case  is  to  du 
opaque,  but  semi-transparent,  and  it  rect  the  profession  to  its  occurrence,  in 
gave  the  idea  that  the  conjunctiva  at  the  hope  that  by  a  multitude  of  obser-^ 
that  part  was  swollen  in  its  substance,  vations  we  may  ascertain  to  what  ex- 
and  tmged  of  a  copper  colour.     It  pre-  tent  this  disease  attacks  the  conjunc- 
sen  ted  no  unusual  vascularity ;  in  fact,  tiva. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  should  be  justified  7,  Finsbnry  Circus, 
in  asserting  that  there  was  a  single  Nov.  20th,  ism. 
vessel  either  increased  in  size  or  added  - 
in  number  to  those   existing  in   the  NOTICE 
normal  state.  The  copper  colour,  then,  ow 
had  no  immediate  reference  to  the  ves-  THE  MEDICAL  ORGANIZATION, 
sels,  and  was  due  to  the  part  exhibiting  STUDIES    &c.  IN  ITALY 
the  syphilitic  stain  ;  a  phenomenon  by  ' L 

no  means  understood.  «.  ^x-  t?j-4     ^*  a-l.    1^  j*    t  rt     ^a 

Thig   eruption   must  be  considered  To  t^  Editor  qf  the  M^cal  OazetU. 

analogous  to  those  of  measles,  small-  Sir, 

pox,  and  scarlet  fever,  which  com-  At  the  present  juncture,  when  public 
monly  attack  that  membrane  ;  but  attention  is  so  strongly  directed  towards 
perhaps  it  is  even  more  analogous  to  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  medical 
that  of  purpura,  which  often  affects  the  profession,  the  accompanying  notice  of 
conjunctiva,  of  which  a  very  beautiful  the  medical  organization,  studiies,  &c. 
example  occurred  at  this  Charity  last  in  Italy,  will  be  read  with  interest,  and 
summer.  The  spots  of  the  two  dis-  perhaps  with  advantage.  It  is  chiefly 
eftses,  although  presenting  the  distinct  translated  from  the  ftalian  edition  of 
characters  appertaining  to  each  ma-  M.  Cumb^'s  work,  "  Delia  Medicina  in 
lady, were  perfectly  aucuogous;  that  of  Francia  e  Italia;"  with  notes  by  Pro- 
one  exhibiting  deep  purple  circum-  fessor  De  Renzi,  and  enters  more  fully 
scribed  spots,  that  of  the  other  a  into  the  subject  than  I  have  done  in 
copper-coloured,  circumscribed  spot.  my  work  on  the  "  Continential  Medical 

I  remember  to  have  seen  sometime  Institutions,"  which  restricts  itself  more 

since  pustules  on  the  conjunctiva,  as-  particularly   to  the  practical  part   of 

sociated    with    pustules  on  the  skin,  medical  science.— I  am,  sir, 

which  appeared  to  have  their  origin  in  Your  obedient  servant, 

the  syphilitic  virus,  but  up  to  the  pre-  Edwin  Lbb. 

sent  time  I  have  never  before  seen  the  Upper  Soathwick  Street, 

copper-coloured  eruption  to  affect  this  ^^*  ?•»  ****• 

membrane.  The  direction  of  medical  affairs  in 

There  is  no  particular  practical  im-  Italy  is  more  or  less  under  the  superin- 

portance  to  be  attached  to  this  maladv,  tendenceof  the  respective  ^vernments. 

for  it  causes  very  little  trouble  of  itself.  In  some  instances  the  various  adminis- 

and  requires  no  treatment  apart  from  trative  acts  relating  to  the  public  health 

that  required  by  the  system  generally,  emanate  directly  from  the  minister;  in 

In  this  case  the  antimonial  treatment  others,  from  a  commission  or  magis- 

was  employed,  but  as  the  progress  was  tracy  ;   or  firom  an  individual  distin- 

not  to  my  mind  sufficiently  rapid,   1  guished  by  his  superior  attainments 

tried  the  iodide  of  potassium,  giving  and  knowledge.    Such  are,  on  the  one 

four  grains  three  times  a  day,  under  hand,  in  Piedmont,  the  supreme  and 

which  treatment  it  declined,  and  the  royal  diicMion  of  public  instruction;  at 

patient  discontinued  her  attendance.  Parma,  the  grand  master  of  the  Univer- 

The  occurrence  of  this  eruption  is  to  sity ;  at  Rome,  the  holy  congregation 
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of  studies,  presided  over  by  an  arch-  Maria  Louisa,  Duchess  of  Parma,  as 

chancellor;    at  Naples,  the  junta  of  follows: — 

public  instruction,  with  an  archbishop  Ist.    To  decide  upon  the  capabilities 

at  its  head :  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  of  those  who  seek  to  be  admitted  to 

the  proto  medicato,  as  at  Genoa,  Turin,  practise  any  of  the  branches  of  the  art 

Milan,  and  in  Tuscany.  of  healing;  as  also  to  judge  of  the 

The  practice  of  the  healing  art  is  degree  of  knowledge  of  those  already 

divided  in  Italy  among  different  kinds  possessing  a  diploma. 

of  practitioners,  whicn  have  each  a  2d.  To  maintain  discipline    among 

separate  office.     In  the  first  place  there  these  latter ;  to  censure,  and  to  punish 

is  the  physician,  who,  after  belonging  them  when  requisite. 

five  or  six  years  to  the  faculty  of  physic,  3d.  To  prevent,  and  to  reconcile,  the 

and  after  serving  two  ycHrs  as  assistant  disputes  which  may  arise  between  phy- 

in  the  clinical  ward  of  an  hospital,  ob-  sicians,  surgeons,    &c.  regarding  the 

tains  the  right  to  practise.    Next,  is  rights  of  their  respective  professions, 

the  surgeon,  who  after  four  years  of  4th.  To  obviate  grounds  of  complaint 

stndies  analogous  to  those  of  the  phy-  on  the  part  of  patients;  to  apptoxi- 

aician,  and  after  a  certain  period  of  mate    to    each   other    the    discordant 

trials  and  special  studies,  is  considered  parties ;  to  punish  those  of  the  medical 

capable  of  dedicating  himself  exclu-  oody  who  are  guilty  of  an  infraction  of 

nvely  to    the   operative    department,  the  regulations ;  but  solely  in  those  re- 

Afterwards   comes    the  phlebotomist,  spects  of  which  the  ordinary  tribunals 

who  is  restricted  to  the  lower  depart-  cannot  take  cognizance. 

ment  of  surgery,  and  corresponds  to  the  5th.  To  express  an  opinion  with  re- 

officier  de  tanti  in  France.  gard  to  the  pretensions  and  the  com- 

In  the  second  order  are  the  apothe-  pensation     of    physicians,    surgeons, 

caries  ffarmaeisti),    upon  whom  are  apothecaries,  ana  midwives. 

imposed  several  conditions  of  guarantee  6th.  Labtly,  to  watch  that  each  in- 

ana  of  capability,  including  the  deposit  dividual  exercise  his  profession  in  a 

of  a  sum  of  money  (about  4000  francs) :  legitimate  manner,  and  according  to 

the  midwives,  oculists,  dentit'ts,  and  the  regulations.                        * 

those  whose  business  is  restricted  to  Before    granting  the  exerceai,    the 

bleeding,   the  application  of  leeches,  protomedicate  requires,  in  addition  to 

blisters,  cupping,  &c.    The  druggists  the  other  certificates,  that  the  physician 

and  herbalists  form  the  lowest  steps  of  should  give  proofs  of  his  competency  at 

this  medical  ladder.  the  bed-side  of  three  different  patients, 

The  proUtmtdicato  constitutes  a  par-  by  examininjg,  and  writing  the  history 

ticular  magistracy  formed  of  a  niedico-  of  three  difSrent  diseases,  indicating 

chirurgico- pharmaceutical  council,  pre-  their  causes,  symptoms,  progress,  diag- 

sided  over  by  a  chief  who  has  the  title  nosis,  and  mode  of  treatment ;  that  the 

of  protomedico.     It  is  composed  of  an  surgeon  should  perform  two  operations 

equal  number  of  physicians,  surgeons,  upon  the  body — at  three  different  times ; 

and    apothecaries,    and    holds    three  and  that  the  apothecary  should  make 

sessions  annually ;  one  of  medicine,  one  up  eight  preparations,  or  pharmaceu- 

of  surgery  and  obstetricy,  and  one  of  tical  compositions, 

pharmacy.  The  preceding  account  sufficiently 

The  principle  of  the  protomedicate,  shows  the  difference  between  the  proto- 

as  organized  by  a  regulation  of  the  medicate   of   Piedmont   and   that    of 

King  of  Piedmont,  dated  the  16th  of  Parma;  the  former  is  simply  a  magis- 

March,  1839,  rests  upon  the  direct  and  tracy  of  police  destined  to  prevent  usur- 

legal  superintendence  of  all  those  who  patiuns,  and  to  keep  eacn  one  in  his 

practise  medicine  or  surgery,  wholly  or  proper  place  :  the  latter  is  at  the  same 

in   part,   and  the  veterinary  art;    in  time  a  directing  body,   for  the  more 

order  that  each  of  the  members  of  the  efficient    prosecution  of   studies,  and 

medical  corps  should  restrict  himself  affords  a  guarantee  that  the  knowledge 

within  the  limits  of  the  department  of  of  members  has  been  attained  in  the 

the  profession  for  which  he  nas  received  bosom  of  the  faculty, 

a  nualificHtion.  The   merit   of   having^   more   fully 

The  attributes  of  this  body  are 'still  organized  the  institution  m  this  respect 

more  plearly  defined  by  a  decree  of  belongs  to   Professor  Tommasini,    to 
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whom  is  likewise  to  be  attributed  the  are  bound  to  make  a^  immediate  de- 
regularisation  of  an  improved  system  claration  thereof  to  the  municipal 
of  vaccination.  The  practitioners  whose  authority  under  a  penalty  of  100  francs, 
business  it  was  to  propagate  vaccina-  or  a  fortnight's  imprisonment  The 
tion  formerly  received  a  certain  sum  administration  causes  to  be  placed  over 
for  each  child  subjected  to  the  opera-  the  door  of  the  house,  the  following  in- 
tion,  and  Professor  Tommasini  thought  scription  in  large  letters — '*  The  small- 
he  perceived,  in  the  lists  sent  to  him  in    pox  is  in  the  family  of residing 

his  capacity  of  president  of  the  proto-  in  this  house."    AU  those  who  have 

medicate,  that  many  of  the  children  had  communication  with  the  patient 

inoculated  did  not  present  the  signs  of  are  shut  up  in  the  same  house  undl  a 

a  true  vaccination.    He  consequently  cure  or  death   ensues ;    the  body    is 

established  a  body  of  young  physicians  carried  to  the  burial-ground  without 

for  the  purpose  of  superintencung  the  being  accompanied  by  a  priest,  and  is 

vaccinators,  who,  when  the  lists  were  buried  without  funeral  ceremonies  in  a 

about  to  be  made  out,  visited  the  houses  spot  apart. 

whei^  children  had  been  vaccinated,  According  to  the  new  regulations 

and  save  a  regular  certificate  of  their  issued  by  comouuid  of  the  JKing  of 

actual  condition,  and  of  the  normal  or  Naples,  all  those  who  have  omitted  to 

anormal  appearance  of  the  eruption,  avail  themselves  of  vaccination  are  in- 

Hence  resulted  a  greater  regularity  in  capacitated  from  enjoying  the  sovereign 

the  service,  the  certainty  of  the  reward  munificence :  petitions  are  not  received 

being  granted  in  proportion  to   the  by  the  ministers,  nor  in  any  charitable 

real  service  performed,   and  the  ad-  institution,  unless  accompanied  by  a 

vantage  of  bringing  before  the  public  certificate  that  the  individual  has  been 

young  men  of  talent,  who,  after  three  vaccinated.      The    administrators   of 

years,  gave  place  to  others  who  had  hospitals  are  bound  to  cause  children  to 

distinguished  themselves,  thus  keeping  be  vaccinated  in  the  month  following 

up  a   salutary    degree   of   emulation  their  admission.    Directors  of  colleges, 

among  them.    In  no  part  of  the  world,  ecclesiastical,  civil,  or  military,  are  pro- 

perhaps,'  was  the  discovery  of  Jenner  hibited  from  receiving  any  pupils  who 

received  with  a  greater  degree  of  faith  have  not  been  vaccinated, 

and  enthusiasm  than  in  Italy,  and  the  A  central  Royal  Vaccine  Institution 

government  sought  by  every  means  to  is  established  in  the  capital,  composed 

prevent  the  ravages  of  the  small-pox,  often  ordinary  members,  and  two  super- 

and  favour  the  progress  of  vaccination,  added,  who  have  under  their  orders 

In  Milan,  for  instance,  if  parents  refuse  twelve   ordinary  vaccinators,   and  as 

to  have  their  children  vaccinated,  a  many  extraordinary  j   as  also  six  em- 

procit  verbal  is  sisned  by  the  vaeci-  ploySs  for  the  correspondence.    Each 

nator,  the  curate  of  the  perish,  and  the  vaccinates    gratuitously    at    his    re- 

sjrndic  of  the  district,  stating  Uie  oppo-  sidence  daily.     Every  three  months 

Bition  that  has  been  made,  and  this  is  vaccine  virus  is  sent  to  the  provinces, 

sent    to    the    provincial    delegation,  from  the  minister  of  the  intenor,  and  its 

Charitable  institutions  do   not  grant  receipt  in  a  good  state  is  acknowledged 

assistance  to  those  who  cannot  shew  a  bv  tne  provincial  vaccinators.     The 

certificate  of  havine  been  vaccinated,  children  vaccinated  must  be  brought 

The  curates  are  obliged  to  send  every  several  times  to  the  vaccinators,   in 

three  months  to  the  vaccinator  of  the,  order  to  ascertain  that  the  effect  is 

district  a  list  of  the  children  bom  and  produced. 

baptized  in  their  parishes;  to  read  Vaccine  commissions  exist  in  the 
from  the  pulpit  every  three  months  the  chief  town  of  every  province  and 
names  of  those  who  have  died  from  the  district ;  which  are  bound  to  act  accord- 
small-pox,  and  at  the  same  time  to  remind  ing  to  the  instructions  transmitted  to 
parents  of  their  duties  towards  God  and  them,  and  to  endeavour  to  diffuse  the 
the  Prince,  which  command  them  not  propagation  of  vaccination  in  their  re- 
to  omit  to  avail  themselves  of  so  great  a  spective  localities, 
benefit  as  vaccination.  All  employes,  and  those  who  live  at 
When  an  individual  is  attacked  by  the  the  expense  of  government,  must  have 
small-pox,  the  head  of  the  family,  and  their  cnildren  vaccinated.  The  clergy 
the  physician  or  surgeon  in  attendance,  are  charged  to  preach  to  the  people  re- 
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specting  the  usefulness  of  vaccination^  cording  to  the  majority  of  votes.    The 

and  the  dut^  which  is  imposed  hy  God  orders  issaed  from  the  cabinet  of  the 

and  the  King  upon  eacn  father  of  a  Protomedico,  termed  the   minister  of 

family  to  preserve  by  its  means  from  public    health,    are    executed   when 

sickness  the  lives  of  their  children,  countersigned  by  the    governor.    He 

The  vaccine  junta  of  each  district  presides  over  all  affidrs  which  relate  to 

causes  midwives  to  be  instructed  and  the  economical  and  sanitory  adminis- 

convinced  of  the  utility  of  vaccination,  tration  of  the  hospitals;  maintains  the 

and  obliges  them  to  promote  its  practice  regulation  and  the  discipline  of  the 

as  much  as  possible.    The  junta  meets  studies  which  refer  to  the  exercise  of 

every  month  to  ascertain  that  its  regn-  medicine,  surgery,  pharmacy,  and  the 

Ifttions  are  obeyed,  and  in  what  degree  veterinary  art;  watches  over  the  service 

vaccination  has  prospered  or  has  de-  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  or 

clined.  contagious  diseases;  regulates  the  no- 

These  are   some   of  the   principal  minations,  promotions,  rewards,   and 

points  of  the  regulation  issued  in  Sep-  punishments  of  the  medical  body,  the 

tember  1838;  and  it  appears  from  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  cemeteries, 

statistical  returns,  that  wnile  in  France,  and,  in  fact,  upon  him   depend  the 

where  vaccination  was  introduced  at  an  guarantees  for  the  health  and  physical 

earlier  period,  out  of  a  population  of  well-being  of  the  population. 

32,000,(X)0  individuals,  495,450  children  For  the  expedition  of  afiiurs,  the 

were  vaccinated,  whereas  in  that  part  Protomedico  has  at  his  disposition  a 

of  the  kingdom  of   the  two  Sicilies  secretary,    vice  -  secretary,    veterinary 

nearest  to  the  rest  of  Italy,  the  popula-  superintendent,  and  several  assistants. 

tion  of  which  amounts  to  5,720,000  in-  He  has  a  salary  of  from  6500  to  near 

habitants,  as  many  as  180,000  are  every  8000  francs  annuallv,  exclusive  of  other 

year   subjected    to    this   preservative  emoluments  (which   may  amount  to 

medium.  1000  francs).    The  secretary  and  the 

M.  Comb£  states,  that  notwithstand-  vice-secretary  are  paid  like  those  of  the 

ing  the  bright  example  furnished  by  other  ministers. 

Tommasini  in  the  greater  extension  of  The  territory  of  Lombardy  is  divided 

the  office  of  protomedicate,  this  insti-  into  nine  provinces,  of   which  each 

tution  has  fallen  somewhat  into  disuse  possesses,  in  its  chief  town,  a  royal 

in  most  parts  of  Southern  Italy.    This,  dele^tion,  destined  to  watch  over  and 

however,  is   denied,  with  respect   to  provide  for  the  interests  of  the  district, 

Naples,  by  Professor  de  Renzi,  in  the  and  of  the  dependent  communes.    At- 

notestoM.  Combo's  work.  InLombardv  tached  to  each  dele^tion  is  a  medico^ 

it  is  now  concentrated  in  one  individual,  reale,  who  enjoys  similar  privileges  in 

termed  ^^tomedico.  the  province  to  those  of  the  Proto- 

.     .    ,      1      ,  medico  in  the  capital — ^being  next  in 

Civil  Practice  in  Lombardy.  rank  to  the  royal  dele^te,  to  whose 

The  sanitary-administrative  organi-  authority  he  is  subordinate,  and  by 
Eation  in  the  kingdom  of  Lommrdy  whom  his  orders  must  be  counter- 
rests  upon  a  Councillor-Protomedico ;  signed.  Next  to  the  medico  is  the 
then  come  the  physicians  of  delegation,  chir^irgo'provinciale^  who  possesses 
the  district  physicians,  and  the  muni-  the  degree  of  Doctor,  but  is  dependent 
cipal  physicians.  upon  the  former :    his  office  is  more 

The  councillor  Protomedico  is  equal  particularly  to  supply  the  place  of  his 

in  dignity  to  the  other  official  coun-  superior  while  he  is  on  his  annual 

cillors  in  Austria,  holds  his  administra-  tour  of  inspection  of  all  the  public 

tion  in  the  same  Government  Palace,  medical  establishments,  and  of  all  the 

has  a  vote  in  the  central  assembly,  pre-  pharmacies  within  his  district.    The 

sided  over  bv  the  governor  and  the  fnecffro-prortncia/e  has  an  annual  salary 

Aulic  councillor,  even  when  other  than  of   1500  francs,  and  receives  besides 

medical  matters  are  treated  off;   and  36  francs  for  each  pharmacy  which  he 

once  a  week  he  submits  to  the  others  visits.      The   surgeon    receives    1000 

the    consideration    of    those    matters  francs  a-year.    The  assistant  has  no 

which  relate  to  the  public  health.    His  salary,  but  the  expectation  of  an  ap- 

propositions,  like  those  of  his  colleagues,  pointment,  or  a  lucrative  promotion. 

are  admitted,  modified,  or  rejected,  ac-  The  district  physician  is  selected 
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from  among  the  great  number  of  those  bunals  and  the  theatres  have  also  their 

who  are  residing  in  the  subdivisions  of  physicians,  who  have  to  give  certifi- 

eaph  province,  termed  districts.     His  cates  in  cases  of  disease,  to  verify  the 

office  is  soly  to  encourage,  and  to  prac-  commission  of  criminal  acts,  draw  up 

tise,  vaccination  in  the  communes  of  reports,  &c. 

his  district.     He  is  applied  to  in  pre-  [To  be  continiwd.] 

ference  in  cases  of  urgency,  of  public  "                                                       ' — ~~ 

calamitie8,or  of  orders  emanating  from  RECORD  OF  CASES, 

the  supreme  authority.    He  receives  g^  Thomas  Mayo.  M.D.  F.R.S. 

an  annual  recompense      The  merf.co.  phyrician  to  the  IniirmTy  of  St.  M^lebone. 

ehtrurgo  delegato  is  chosen  and  nomi-  '  *:««"«. 

nated  by  the  majority  of  votes  of  the  [Continued  from  p.  14S.] 

ma^strates  of   one   or    more    places,  

subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Royal  Chronic  eases,  treated  with  partial  or 
Provincial  Delegation.  His  business  is  entire  success,  in  which  morbid 
chiefly  the  treatment  of  the  poor  of  the  changes  of  the  cerebral  or  spinal  sys* 
villages  or  boroughs;  but  although  he  tern  have  existed,  or  have  been  threat- 
is  obliged  to  attend  and  treat  all  the  ened. 

poor  sick  of  the  communes  by  which  July  13,  1820.— Miss  R.,  a  young  lady 
he  is  paid,  he  need  not  refuse  his  assis-  aged  24,  of  moderate  height  and  em- 
tance  to  richer  patients  when  consulted  bonpoint,  well-formed,  of  a  dark  com- 
by  them ;  he  must  inform  the  Delega-  plexion,  of  an  even  temper  and  strong 
lion  of  all  the  medical  cases  which  intellect,  complained  of  a  general  sense 
present  an  epidemic  character :  it  is,  of  oppression,  heaviness,  tightness,  and 
moreover,  his  business  to  inform  the  throobing  of  the  head ;  a  wearing  sen- 
authorities  of  all  unqualified  persons  sation,  with  heat  at  the  bottom  of  the 
who  may  attempt  to  practise  medicine,  back,  amounting  sometimes  to  exces- 
sur^ry,  or  obstetricity.  His  salary  sive  pain;  scanty  and  high-coloured 
vanes  according  to  the  extent  of  the  urine.  The  catamenia  are  regular; 
commune,  the  number  of  poor  and  rich  appetite  good  ;  tongue  slightly  uirred. 
inhabitants,  the  fertility,  and  conf:e-  It  appeared  that  these  symptoms  had 
quently  the  richnes«s,  of  the  country  :  been  recently  aggravated  by  the  use  of 
it  may  be  estimated  at  from  800  to  the  chalybeate  waters  of  the  place 
2600  francs ;  to  which  must  be  added  (Tunbridge  Wells),  which  had  disa- 
the  profit  derived  from  the  treatment  greed  with  her.  The  catamenia, 
of,  or  operations  upon,  those  patients  though  regular,  were  far  from  profuse ; 
who  are  above  a  stale  of  indigence ;  the  latter  state,  whenever  it  occurred 
these  amount,  in  some  localities,  to  in  the  subsequent  treatment,  always 
4000  or  5000  francs,  or  upwards.  made  her  worne.    The  same  result  fol- 

In  many  places  the  chirurgical  ad-  lowed  excessive  action  of  the  bowels, 

ministration  is  distinct  from  the  medi-  which,  however,  required  frequent  mild 

cal ;    there  are  then    two  individuals  aperients.    Walking,  and  even  airing 

occupied.     In  other  parts,  a  public  ser-  in  her  carriage,   were  followed  by  a 

vice  of  obstetricity  w  R^nexed,  for  ren-  sense  of  weariness  and  feebleness  in- 

dering  asMstance   to      H:>r  women   in  consistent  with  her  age  and  muscular 

labour.    The    obstc    >cal    medico-chi-  development.    At  the  right  side  of  the 

rurgical  administration    is  difl!erently  lowest  lumbar  vertebra  1  found  a  space, 

organized,  according  as  it  applies  to  about  the  size  of  a  shilling,  extremely 

the  poor  of  the  town  or  in  the  country,  painful  on  pressure,  which  left  also  a 

Of  the  former,  those  who  cannot  be  very  enduring  pain, 

sent  to  the  hospital  are  visited  gra-  Oct.   1 8th. — The  bowels  have  been 

tuitously    in    their    houses   by   prac-  kept  gently  open  by  Compound  Extract 

titioners  termed   me'dici  della   corona  of  Colocynth  and  Pil,  H)  drarg.  j  doses 

reale,  who  attend  in  different  parts  of  of  Potassi  Acetat.  3j.  e  Mist.  Campho- 

the  town,  and  receive  a  salary  from  the  rce,  3j. ;  Infus.  Scnnic,  Jss.  occasionally 

hosnital  funds.  given,  and  leeches  applied  to  the  loins, 

Tne  medico- tnunieinale  exists  only  always,  however,   with  a  consequent 

in  communes  of  the  first  class,  and  his  depression    of  power,    which    forbad 

officeconsistsin  visiting  public  women,  their  yr^^i^fir  use.     The  patient  has 

and  houses  of  prostitution.    The  tri-  been  recumbent  a  large  portion  of  each 
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.day,  and  taken  airings  in  an  easy  car-  the  blister  had  been  thus  ddayed.  T4iis 
riage.  There  is  less  uneasiness  of  drain,  it  is  to  be  observed,  produces  no 
head  and  inability  to  apply  the  mind,  depression  ;  but  the  effect  of  an  active 
The  urine  is  increased  in  quantity ;  but  aperient  continues  as  depressine^  as  at 
the  wearing  sensation  at  the  loins,  first  described  by  me.  Mineral  acids 
though  lessened,  continues  with  occa-  were  occasionally  given  during  this 
sional  exacerbations,  under  which  it  time.  The  following  agreed  admi- 
passes  down  the  thigh  and  leg.    The    rably : — 

lower  limbs  have  become  more  power-       n   t  r      r*        -n      <t>        m    n*    . 
less;   there  is  a  rolling  and  uncertain        ^  Infus.  CawariUa,  Sub.  ;  Tr.  Cmna- 
»         i   .      *i.      1   ^  <»"v.  «Mwciv«iu  mom.  Co.  Xi.;   Syrup.  Rhaedor.  Xss. ; 

movement  in  the   lew,  which  cross  Acidi  Nitrid  Muriatici,  aa.  gtt.  ij. 

each  other  involuntarily  in  walking;  ^ 

and  on  the  occurrence  of  one  deficient  Gradually  the  blisters  were  discon- 
period,  the  paraplegic  state  greatly  in-  tinned,  and  the  patient  left  Tunbridge 
creased,  "niere  is,  however,  neither  Wells,  at  the  end  of  September,  free 
numbness  nor  rigidity,  nor  spasmodic  from  that  local  heat  and  tenderness, 
action,  and  the  spine  itself  is  per-  as  well  as  pain,  and  from  the  para- 
fectly  normal.  plegic  symptoms,  for  which  they  were 

It  now  appeared  to  me  expedient  to  adopted, 
add  to  recumbency  the  benent  of  some  In  justice  to  the  above  plan,  I  must 
local  drain,  in  relation  to  these  last  observe  that  the  absence  of  carious  dis- 
symptoms.  Leeches,  as  observed,  be-  ease  in  the  bodies  of  the  vertebree  was 
nefitted,  but  weakened  unduly.  The  presumed ;  otherwise  a  deviation  from 
peculiar  constitution  of  the  patient's  recumbency  would  not  have  been  per- 
mind  rendered  issues  or  setons  inex-    mitted  by  me. 

pedient.  Local  examinations  and  ap-  This  young  lady  had  been  sent  to 
pliances  of  this  kind  were  likely  to  the  place  where  I  saw  her  in  reference 
complicate  the  case ;  for  very  obstinate  to  its  chalybeate  waters.  The  diagno- 
constipation  and  retention  of  urine  had  sis,  in  regard  to  such  treatment  at  that 
recently  ensued  on  an  unavoidable  ex-  place,  is  not  easy,  where  congestive 
posure  of  her  person,  with  reference  to  symptoms  coexist  with  feebleness  in  a 
the  qnestion  whether  the  hip-joint  nervous  temperament.  The  chaly- 
might  be  in  fault.  I  determined  to  beate,  however,  is  generally  mischie- 
carry  out  a  course  of  small  blisters,  vous  in  such  cases,  when  the  secretion 
one  applied  every  second  day,  on  or  of  urine  is  scanty  and  lateritious. 
.  near  the  painful  point  on  the  right  In  the  foUowinc;  case  a  similar  pro- 
side  of  the  lowest  lumbar  vertebra,  cedure  to  that  which  succeeded  with 
When  this  had  continued  three  weeks.  Miss  R.  proved  equally  uscfnl. 
I  find  in  my  notes  that  the  power  of  June  8th,  1823. — I  was  sent  for  to 
walking  with  crutches  or  sticks  had  Miss  Bowra,  a  farmer's  daughter,  aged 
materially  increased  (I  allowed  her  this  twenty-five,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
exercise  for  a  limited  time  each  day),  Penshurst,  to  meet  Mr.  Dowthwaite,  of 
and  the  dec^ree  of  weariness  ensuing  Tunbridge.  I  learnt  that  seven  years 
on  exercise  had  materially  diminished,  before  she  had  been  attacked  by  severe 
The  bowels  required  mild  apeiients  pains  in  the  head,  for  which  V.  S.  and 
almost  nightly;  and  it  is  observed  that  other  remedies  of  that  class  had  af- 
the  patient  is  always  best  on  those  forded  no  relief;  but  in  the  course  of 
days  which  succeed  the  exhibition  of  time  they  gradually  subsided.  In  the 
some  calomel  added  to  the  pill.  January  of  the  present  year  these  pains 

The  blistering  system  commenced  in  had  returned  with  much  severity ;  and 
December,  1820.  During  the  first  two  entire  paraplegia,  in  regard  to  volun- 
or  three  months  of  its  continuance,  tary  motion,  had  supervened.  These, 
whenever  the  intervals  between  their  and  the  following  mcts,  1  find  noted 
application  were  much  lengthened,  I  by  me,  viz.,  a  small  and  languid  pulse, 
found  reason  to  regret  this.  But  on  continually  recurring  spasms;  intense 
July  16th,  1821,  I  find  it  noted  that  sensation  of  heat  of  head;  frequent 
for  the  last  month  these  intervals  had  hysterical  sense  of  suffocation ;  flatulent 
been  six  or  seven  days  without  any  re-  distension  of  stomach  after  food ;  ex- 
currence  of  heat  and  weight  in  the  treme  emaciation.  The  plan  laid  down 
lumbar  region,  which  had  taken  place  under  those  circumstances  was  as  fol- 
previously  whenever  the  repetition  of   lows  :  — 

889.— XXXV,  Z 
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Emplait.Lytt«lambiiqulqtteBeptiiriiiA.  MESMERISM  APPLIED  TO  SURGI- 

ft   pa.  Hydmg.  gr.  iy. ;    Ext.    Colo-  CAL  OPERATIONS. 

cynth.   Co.  gr.  iij. ;    Capsidt  gr.  j. ;  _^___ 

Rad.  Ipecac,  gr.  u.  o.  n.  j^  ^j^  j^^^  ^  ^^  MedUal  Gasette. 

Jk  Miflt.  Camphone,  ^tbs.  :    Sp.  Ammoa. 

foBtid.  Xiij.    4ta  para  bis  quotidie.  ."'*'».                     .  ,                   . 

.        .  Although  m  your  articles  upon  the 

1  saw  this  patient  once  only,  hut  was  gubject,  yon  have  expressed  an  opinion 

subsequently  informed  by  Mr.  Dowth-  adverse  to  the  pretensions  of  mesmer- 

waite    that   repeated   applications  of  ign,^  i  suppose  you  do  not  intend  fol- 

hhsters  to  the  hack,  mild  mercunals,  lowing  the  dogmatical  and  nnphiloso- 

and  adequate  apenents,  had  completely  phical  course  pursued  by  a  cotempo- 

cured  her.  Yory,  of  closing  your  columns  to  all 

---.-.                .,       ,       .J  ,  discussions  respecting  it.     I  shall  feel 

^.i°®  following  case,  though  widely  obliged  by  beuig  allowed  to  address  a 

diffincnt  from  t^e  above,  falls  under  few  words  through  them  to  an  import- 

thc  general  head  which  1  propose  to  j^^j  portion  of  the  profession,  among 

Illustrate.                     ,  oi^,     *        n-j  whom,  I  believe,  the  Gazette  especially 

The  Bev.  R.  S.,  aged  37,  of  a  palhd  circulates— the  hospital  surgeons, 

countenance,  but  strong,  short  figure,  ^here  are  from  50  to  60  of  these 

consulted  me  in  February,  1838.    He  gentlemen  attached  to  the  metropolitan 

complained  ofinahihty  to  walk,  or  take  fngtitutions    alone,  and   I    have    not 

any  exercise,   from  vertigo  and  Ian-  ^^^^^  ^^at  even  one  of  so  large  a  nnm- 

gnor ;  of  a  fixed  pain,  and  sense  of  oh-  ^^  ^as  employed  the  facilities  which 

Btruction,  m  the  occiput,  and  uneasi-  ^i^^  ^.^j^^ty  with  which  he  is  connected 

ness  and  numbness  m  the  loins.    His  ^^^^^  j^  investigating  the  claims 

utterance  was slow^nd verylabonous ;  of  iesmerism  to  the  powe? of  render- 

and  1  ascertained  from  his  fnends  that  ^      persons  insensible  to  suffering  dur- 

complaints    which    he   also  made   of  .„|  f^e  performance  of  surgical  opera- 

growing  incapacity  for  business,  were  ^j^^     f^  ^y ^  ^ght  ?    I  humbly  think 

not  exaggerated,  whatever  the  cause  ^y^^^  jj  jg  ^^^^  ^^l  ^h^t  eq^^Uy  whether 

might  be.    He  was  a  sensible  man,  of  ^^^  slleged  fact  be  true  or  faUe.    The 

an  even  temper.    1  ascertained  that  m  guffgring  attendant  upon  an  operation 

early  youth  some  evil  habite  of  an  en-  j.  ^^  gj^j^uly  a  terribfe  character,  that 

feebhng  nature  Imd  been  indulged  in.  ^haUoever  seems  to  offer  but  the  sha- 

He  was  a  mamed  man  without  chil-  ^^^  ^^  ^  ^ope  of  even  mitigating  it, 

drcn,  and  lived  in  the  country.  g^ould  be  seized  upon  with  avicfity : 

Samat.  Pil.  Hydraig.  Sub.  C.  gr.  Hj. ;  and  a  credulity  that  engages  in  the 

Pil.  Galbano,  C.  gr.  v.  o.  n.  essaying  of  many  appliances  to  this 

$k  Sp.  Ammonis  Succinat  Sim.  ;  Aquse,  end,  which   in  the  event  may  prove 

Jvj. ;  4tam  partem  tcr  quoUdic.  worthless,  is  far  less  to  be  condemned 

ItEit.  Co'ocynth.  C,  Rhd,  aa.  3';  Eit.  than  unyielding  scepticism,  which  for- 

^Hyo«;jam.  gr.  x.    m  pil.  x   divis.^j.  bids  even  the  bare  trial  ofsuch  as  might 

veiyVp.  r.  o.  ^y  possibility    prove    of  service.    It 

^,     •'••                      .,,.,.  seems  to  me  a  very  strange  procednpe, 

This  course  was  pursued,  with  slight  ^j  t^e  present  day,  to  condemn  that  by 

mt^fications,  to  the  beginning  of  May,  ^  ^,-^^,-  reasoning  alone,  to  which  the 

and  wm  attended  hy  the  greatest  relief  infallible  test  of  experiment  has  not 

of  all  his  symptoms.    Successful  treat-  ^^^^  applied 

ment  benefits  cases   of  this  kind  as  statements  of  the  possession  of  this 

much  hy  the  hope  which  it  inspires  or  ^^^^  ^^   mesmerism  have  now  been 

Restores,  as  by  lU  direct  phvsical  ef-  Wand  frequently  made,  and  actual 

fects.     No  change  wu  m^e  m  the  demonstrations  have  been  repeatedly 

general  habits  of  Mr.  R.,  which  oould  appealed  to.     The  proper  answer  to 

explain  his  cure,  independentlv  of  the  ^^^  jg  ^^^  an  impeachment  of  the 

medical  measures.    1  may  add,  that  I  veracity  of  the  narrators,  or  charging 

have  often  seen  this  gentleman  since  in  ^^^  ^jt^  collusion— and  that  in  in- 

Ihe  enjoyment  of  good  health.  stances  where  prior  respectability,  and 

[Tobecontiniiad.]  the  absence  of  motive,  alike  render  it 

*«— -  improbable ;  it  consists  in  the  repeti- 
tion of  the  experiments  upon  an  en- 


JlNALYSES  and  notices  of  books.  355 

liuq^ed  acal^  and  under  circumstances  deciding  which,  or  whether  any,  of 

which  would  render  deceit  of  any  kind  these  pretensions  possessed  any  foun- 

impossihle.     By  nej^lectinfj^  to  insti-  dation  in  fact. 

tute  such  a  series  of  expenments,  the  However,  this  has  not  much  to  do 
hospital  surgeons  have,  to  use  the  with  the  purport  of  this  letter.  I  wish 
mildest  terms,  shewn  a  culpable  apa-  in  it  solely  to  call  attention  to  the  ur- 
thy,  and  a  want  of  a  due  recognition  of  gent  necessity,  upon  the  part  of  those 
the  responsibilities  of  their  position  in  whose  opportunities  are  so  abundant, 
the  profession.  For,  supposing,  sooner  of  instituting  the  necessary  researches 
or  later,  the  fact  turns  out  to  be  true,  as  to  whether  the  procedure  known  as 
as  stated — which,  to  say  the  least,  is  mesmerism  does,  ur  does  not,  possess 
not  impottible — how  will  the  amount  of  the  power  of  preventing  suffering  dur- 
needless  suffering  inflicted  between  the  ing  surgical  operations.  Let  the  expe^ 
period  of  its  enunciation  and  the  adop-  rimeutoe  fairly  tried, 
lion  of  practices  consequent  upon  its  Were  our  medical  corporations  con- 
recognition,  be  justified  to  the  mind  of  stituted  such  as  the  wants  of  society 
a  conscientious  man  ?  On  the  other  require  they  should  be,  appeals  of  this 
hand,  supposing  it  proves  an  untruth  nature  would  be  uncallea  for,  or  rather 
or  a  delusion,  is  it  of  no  importance  would  be  anticipated.  The  profession, 
that  the  public  miud  shall  become  dis-  harmoniously  organized,  might  become 
abused  upon  so  vital  a  point,  and  defi-  a  powerful  instrument,  in  its  corporate 
nitively  assured  that  those  to  whom  it  capacity,  for  the  achievement  of^great 
has  intrusted  life  and  limb  have  ne-  benefits  regarding  all  questions  of  pub- 
glected  no  opportunity  of  alleviating  lie  health ;  and  inquiries  which  legiti- 
suffering  humanity  ?  mately  belong  to  it  would  not  in  future 
In  the  very  nature  of  things  the  ex-  be  utteily  neglected,  or,  as  in  the  case 
periment  must  sooner  or  later  be  effec-  of  various  others,  be  superintended  by 
tually  tried ;  but  it  seems  a  far  more  Poor- Law  Commissioners,  whose  only 
gracious  circumstance  that  it  should  qualification  for  these  supernumerary 
spontaneously  originate  with  the  pro-  duties  consists  in  their  "happening  to 
fession,  than  that  it  should  be  forced  possess  so  enlightened,  benevolent,  and 
upon  us  by  the  pressure  of  public  opi-  indefatigable  an  individual  as  Mr. 
nion.  The  only  difference  arising  from  Chadwick  for  their  Secretary, 
delay  will  be,  that  the  experiment  must  I  would  suggest,  that  a  committee  of 
be  commenced  with  a  different  class  of  hospital  surgeons  be  appointed  for  this 
persons.  The  poor  hospital  patient  important  investip^ation ;  and  I  have 
must  submit  to  things  as  he  finds  them ;  no  doubt  that  their  report,  if  founded 
but  the  wealthy  and  informed  patient  upon  a  patient,  deliberate,  and  candid 
will  naturally  insist  that  this  prospect  examination  into  the  whole  matter,  will 
of  an  alleviation  of  sufferine^  during  his  prove  decisive  not  only  with  the  pro- 
terrible  emergency  shall  oe  essayed,  fession,  but  with  the  public  at  large. 
Speaking  for  myself,  I  can  certainly  1  am,  sir, 
say,  that  were  I  unfortunate  enough  to  Your  obedient  servant, 
require  the  performance  of  a  surgical  John  Chatto. 
operation,  I  should  feel  most  desirous  Great  Coram  street, 
of  endeavouring  in  this  way  to  obviate  ^^'  ^»  *®*** 
some  of  its  horrors. 
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in  the  doctrines  of  mesmerism,  I  do  not  

profess  to  offer  any  opinion,  being,  in 

|ct.  very  ignorant  upon  the  sublect  "^''-^'i^r^f!i^,^'StJ^r*^- 

The  few  experiments  I  have  witnessed  ^__^ 

have  not  been  of  a  satisfactory  charac-  .  ^       ,      ^            -  -^          -         , 

ter;  and  I  believe  I  am  as  sceptical  as  ^  f^^S^^'*  ^^^^^^  «?  Meteotologv.  by 

most  persons  as  to  the  ultra-preten-  ^'  ^-  Kaemtz,  wtih  notet  by  C.  Mar* 

sions  of  the  professors  of  the  art.     I  ^'.^8  5   trantlated,  with  notei  and  ad^ 

think  much  good  would  have  accrued  "f/'^"!'  ^^S''^'   Walker,  ofj^a 

if,  long  ago,  a  searching  investigation  Electrical  Society.    12mo.  pp.  598. 

into  the  whole  subject  had  been  under-  London :  Bailliere. 

taken  by  a  body  of  scientific  and  un-  At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  the 

prejudiced  men,   for  the  purpose  of  press  teems  with  Almanacks  of  every 
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kind,    from    the    carefully  calculated  t ions  of  the  work,  but  every  one  must 
*' Nautical    Almanack,"    intended    to  feel  that  it  is  a  subject  intimately  con- 
guide  our  enterprising  mariners  in  theiir  nected  with  our  avocations,  when  the 
course  through  the  trackless  deep,  to  medical  profession  is  viewed  in  its  true 
those  of  Partridge  and  Moore, — which  and  exalted  character,  and  strives  to 
are  as  aptlv  calculated  to  mislead  those  prevent  as  well  as  cure  diseases, 
who  put  their  trust  in  them,  as  were  The  connection  of  certain  forms  of 
those  in  the  time  of  Ben  Jonson,  who,  disease  with  a  certain  constitution  of 
in  Every  Man  out  of  his  Humour,  makes  the  atmosphere  is  universally  admitted ; 
a  miserly  character  (Sordido)  buy  up  vet  we  are  far  from  possessing  precise 
all  the  wneat  on  the  faith  of  their  pre-  knowledge    on    this  important  point, 
dictions    of  six  weeks   bad    weather  Lengthened  observations  are  required 
after  St.  Swithin's  day,  and  then  hang  before  any  inferences  of  value  can  be 
himself  because  the  harvest  was  abun-  drawn ;    and  it  is   less  extraordinary 
dant,  and  the  poor  had  'plenty, — it  is  than  ordinary  phenomena  which  should 
gratifying  to  find  a  work  which  seeks  be  recorded.      The   former   are    not 
to  explain  the  phenomena  of  the  wea-  without  their  use.   Should  any  marked 
ther    by    well-ascertained   data,    and  increase  of  the  weight  of  the  atmos- 
CHutious  induction.    Professor  Kaemtz  phere,  like  that  recorded  by  Dr.  Prout, 
was  well  prepared  for  the  task  he  had  which  he  observed  for  six  weeks  pre- 
undertaken,  having  devoted  manv  years  vious  to  the  outbreak  of  the  cholera  in 
to  sedulous  observation,   and  having  London,  in   1832,  prevail,  we  mie^ht 
been  long  engaged  in  giving  lectures  reasonably  expect,  we  trust  not  tnat 
on  Meteorology  ;  the  present  work  be-  fearful  visitation,  but  probably  some 
ing  a  summary  of  his  Course,  first  at  other  formidable  epidemic,  and  take 
Halle,  and  subsequently  at  Dorpat.    He  timely  measures  against  its  incursion, 
is  farther  fortunate  in  having  had  his  Some  other  interesting  instances  are 
work  translated  into  French,  by  Pro-  given  by  Dr.  Holland,  in  his  Medical 
fessor  Martias,  of  Paris,  a  gentleman  Notes,  ch.  xxviii.  "  On  the  Influence 
who  has  had  a  most  extensive  oppor-  of  Weather  in  Relation  to  Disease." 
tunity  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  cli-  In  this  Journal,  ^vol.  xvii.  p.  866,)  we 
tnate,  being  practically  acquainted  with  cited  some  striking  cases,   especially 
every  climate  which  prevails  between  those  alluded  to  in  an  able  paper  on 
the  summit  of  Mont  Blanc,  at  which  Medical  Topography,  in  the  Edinburgh 
elevation  he  stood  so  recently  as  Au-  Medical    and    Surgical    Journal,    tor 
^ust  last,  and  the  79**  of  N.L  ,  which  April,  1821.     Mr.  Addison,   of  Great 
he  reached,  as  a  member  of  the  French  Malvern,  has  likewise  furnished  some 
Commission  of  Observation,  in   1839,  apposite  instances,  (Medical  Gazette, 
from  which  he  returned  by  land,  while  a  vol.  ix.,  p.  752.)    These,  we  hope,  will 
great  many  others  accompanied  the  ships  enlist  medical  men  in  the  cause,  for,  as 
on  their  homeward  voyage.  Mostfortu-  Professor  Kaemtz   remarks,    meteoro- 
nate  of  all  is  the  work  to  have  found  for  logy  is  a  science  which  can  advance 
its  translator  into  English  a  gentleman  only  by  the  co-operation  of  a  large 
so  well  qualified  for  the  task  as  Mr.  number  of  zealous  and  persevering  ob- 
Walker,  who  had  been  employed  to  servers.     That  the  number  of  these 
complete   Lardner's  Manual  of  Elec-  will  be  increased  by  the  perusal  of  his 
tricity,  for  the  Cabinet  Cyclopsdia,  and  book,  we  cannot  doubt.    Let  our  rea- 
has  subsequently  discharged  the  duties  ders  procure  it,  and  we  stake  our  cha- 
of  editor  of  the  Electrical  Magazine,  an  racl  er  for  accurate  prognostication,  they 
occupation  well  fitted  to  place  him  au  will  commence  observations,  and  mt^e 
niveau  of  all  the  recent  observations  careful  records  from  the  first  of  Jaou- 
and  discoveries  on  the  subject.    Thus  ary,  to  which  we  are   drawing  near, 
we  have  a  work  combining  th^  know-  and  which  constitutes  the  appropriate 
ledge  of  three  most  competent  writers,  time  from  which  to  start. 
the  whole  most  methodically  arranged 
and  skilfully  dieested.     It  begins  in  so 
plain  and  intelligible  a  manner,  that 

the  veriest  tyro  can  encounter  no  dif-  

ficulty  in  following  it  step  by  step. 

It  would  be  out  of  place  here  to  enter 
into  an  examination  of  the  various  sec- 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  l^    ^°   '^'^^^^ ,  '^fn    to   see   that 

there  is  nothing  else  for  it  than  the  in- 

Fridatj,  December  13, 1844.  corporation  of  the  general  practitioners 

.    .  ofEnffland  with  an  independent  College. 

•*  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etlam  mihi,  dijcnitatem  ,«,      7     .  ,  ,.        *.    .  •                *     *  j    • 

Artit  Medico  tueri;  potettat  modo  veniendi  in  The  legislation  that  IS  perpetrated  m 

publicum  sit,  dicendi  pericnlum  non  recuse."  connection  with  the  medical  profession 

_^                            '  at  this  time,  and  we  take  it  for  granted 

THE  MEETING  OP  GENERAL  *•»»'  ^"^^  legislative  enactment  must 

PRACTITIONERS  IN  MEDICINE  «»®W  •»  °»d«>  f°'  *«  c*""."'  "*  *«**  '" 

AND  SURGERY  OF  THE  CITY  ^^  State  of  chaos  into  which  we  were 

OP  WESTMINSTER.  thrown  in  the  beginning  of  the  au- 

-„              ^1.1             j«      *i.-^        u  tumn — the  legislation,  we  say,  that  now 

Wb  cannot  help  regarding  this  as  by  ^  ,         ,       .**      _       '     ,    ,f'        ,.     , 

-  .t_          ^-        ^     J      ^1'           *•«  takes  place  in  reference  to  the  medical 
far  the  most  important  public  meeting  ^    K                                .i     r^          t 

u*  I.  u         .  1     -.  u  ij  :«  s.^^^^^*:^^  profession,  must  recognise  the  General 

which  has  yet  been  held  m  connection  5:       ..     '      ,.     .®-,^,       ,, 

.,,  ^,       \_.    ^.1.  au         J  *u  Practitioner;  he  is,  in  fact,  the  oldest 

with  the  subject  that  has  engrossed  the  ^    .*       .'            ,;    .         ^ 

-     .      1      .  J  r                 *u-  representative  of  the  medical  profes- 

professional  mind  for  so  many  months  .  *^    .      ,         ,  .     ,               j         ^* 

^     rT>u         *i             u    *^  u -*:^  8ion  m  these  kingdoms,  and  as  Mr. 

past.    Thegentlemen  who  took  part  in  _  „          „    ^           ...                   •    j 

*,                ,.                   1,    -.,     u«  u«  *  Fuller  well  observed,  '*  was  recognised 

the  proceeibngB,  were  all  of  the  highest  *u   r.  n         mu     •• 

respecUbilityrand  of  the  first  standing  ^^^J^  ^^^,^^^  the  College  of  Physicians, 

as  family  medical  attendants,  of  pro-  ?'  ^^^  ^f^^^^  ^^  Surgeons,  had  an  ex- 

bablynine-tenthsofall  who  people  the  "^^"<^«-            .     .      ^       , 

mostopulentquartei^  of  London.    The  Our  own  aspiration  has  always  been 

proceedings  themselves  had  a  character  ^^^'  '^"^  f'^''^'']  profession  might  be 

which  stamps  those  who  took  part  in  ^'^'^^^^^  ^  what  it  is  on  the  cont,. 

them  as  men  of  sense  and  firmness  ;  "^"^:    ^^^^  'J^^'^  ^'^^^  ^  «««  ^o^y, 

of  talent  combined  with  knowledge  of  consisting  of   two  classes  of    pracU- 

«     .               J  «i.       au      .       •!,        J  tioners :  Physicians  and  Surgeons  with 

business;  and  then  the  cause  they  ad-  .  ,                           •.      .. 

.   ,,                 u    r-:  u*  -J  a  common  title,  a   common  education, 

Tocated  has  so  much  of  right  and  reason  ,.J     . 

••**!.•                u     J  •*    '111.-.*    -.J  common  qualifications,  and  a  common 

in  it,  that  we  apprehend  it  will  be  found  ,           ^^          ,,       ', 

Tcry  difficult  to  hinder  them  of  the  f^""    f .  »'"«°>Wy.    the    department 

object  they  have  at  heart:  the  "Incor-  fo"owed  l.eing  the  result  of  individual 

r^i   rt         ID      sui           r  inclinntion  and  free-will,  in  each  parti- 

parattcn  of  the  Oeneral  PractUionert  of  ,       .                        ,    ,        ,                   . 

r»*j--       j-a--^M      M  cular  instance  i   and  that  these  pracli- 

England  tnto  a  dtsttnct  College "  .             -       ,.  .           -.                  .      ,, 

^                   -  ^,               •  *       r  au'  tioners  of  medicine  and  surgery  should 

Our  views  of  the  propriety  of  this  .,          _    ,        .... 

,                    J     \  ^u'  1  -aau  prescnbe,  and  that  their  prescriptions 

step  are  known ;  we  do  not  think  it  the  *^     , ,    '          ,       ,       .  /        , 

1-  ^xu»     ^u  X       i.x.  js         1    *  should  go  to  the  chemist  or  pliarma- 

best  thing  that  III  t^rAf  be  done;  but  as  we    5 5   . 

«ud,  some  short  time  ago,  in  our  notice  SS!«T£?r.JSAr?,S';ifi.X  ilSig.".SS  CJ 

of    the     "Marylebone  Manifesto,"    if  oftfaecommanity,  butwss  not  good  enoufcb  to 

^,  .       ,             .    -  have  a  voice  in  toe  election  of  a  member  of  the 

nothing  better  ts  done,  we  are  not  sure  Coancil  from  which  he  had  his  certificate  of 

that  it  may  not  prove  the  right  measure  rSSXfSl?^  ^^  J^^^^crw^/il'^t 

after  all.     And  so  it  is  likely  to  turn  tauRht  us  that  a  minor  was  always  included  ma 

^^     ,  .        -              ,       ,    -^       ,  mubr  proposition:  if  I  am  worthy  to  talce  off 

out.     Nothing  better  hat  been  done  :  A.  B.'s  leg,  or  to  cot  down  upon  and  secure  the 

•v,^  riAii«».  ^f -ou^^i^i^^m   — ^  <.:i^Mi.  artery  fh»m  which  C.  D.,  having  wounded  hi m- 

the  College  of  Physicians   are  silent;  selfinthelejc.or  thigh,  or  arm,  is  bleeding  to 

the  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  J;?&„^"i2y  Lt"  """J  SlTJi^^'L  «?*^*Jr«Jl' 

o  ■  o  SIX  nunarca  others,  of  saying  aye  or  no  to  a  pro- 
maintain  their  attitude  of  h9Btility  to  position,  the  extent  of  responsibility  involved  in 
^,  A1.J  ^ai_'  1.  •J  which  IS,  whether  or  not  K.  F.  shall  have  a  seat 
tne  great  body  of  tneir  memtiers*,  and  in  an  administrative  Council  made  op  of  twenty- 

towr?    BnttheConrtofExaminersof  the  College 

*  According  to  the  vulgar  report,  the  Court  of  of  Surgeons— who  probably  never  studied  logic 

Examiners  have  actually  been  r^ecting  several  at  Aberdeen-Hio  not  seem  to  think  so ; '  and 

members  of  the  College  of  "  eight  years  stand-  taking  the  man.  whom  eight  years  before  thev 

ing,"  who  bad  presented  themselves  for  exami-  bad  pronounced  competent,  again   upon  triaf, 

nation  as  candidates  for  the  Fellowship !  as  if  they  now  pronounce  him  incompetent. 
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eeutist     to    be    compounded.      This  licensing    granted  —  though   we   taw 

constitution  of  the  medical  profession,  strong   grounds  for   apprehending   a 

it  is  certain,  cannot  be  accomplished  in  most    formidable    opposition    to     the 

England  at  the  present  moment ;  we  latter  proposition,— that  the  letters  tes- 

have  Physicians,  Surgeons,  and  General  timonial  from  a  body  so  constituted  as 

Practitioners,  the  latter  of  whom  are  re-  the  College  of  General  Practitioners  of 

quired  by  force  of  circumstance  to  sup-  Medicine,    Surgery,    and    Midwifery, 

ply  medicines  from  their  own  houses ;  would  not  be  received  at  their  fair  valoe 

but  each  and  all  of  these  departments  of  either  by  the  public  or  the  profession 

the  profession  must  be  cared  for,  must  itself.    The  policy  of  the  general  prac- 

be  duly  considered,  in  any  legislative  titioners  at  this  critical  moment  would 

measure  that  will  answer  the  ends  for  obviously  be,  as  we  apprehend  it,  not  only 

which  we  believe  all  legislation  is  or  to  insist  on  an  independent  charter  of 

ought    to    be    undertaken  ;    viz.,  the  corporation,  but  to  consideration  as  a 

protection  of  the  community,  and  the  *<tbirdi-lement"  in  the  medical  profes- 

security  of    the    individual.      It  ob-  sionalongwith  the  College  of  Physicians 

viously  will  never  answer  to  cut  out  and  College  of  Surgeons.    We  would 

any  Utopian  scheme  adapted  to  a  state  not  have  the  general  practitioner  at- 

of  things  having  no  actual  existence*  tempt  to  sever  himself  or  his  College 

The  true  business  of  legislalQrs,  as  the  from  either  or  from  both  of  these  in- 

Duke  of  Wellington  once  very  wisely  stitutions;  he  ought  to  take  his  stand 

said,  is,  in  fact,  much  less  to  propose  on  his  right  to  consideration   as  an 

new  measures  than  to  adopt  those  which  integral  part  of  the  medical  profession, 

the  common  sense  of  the  community  led  and  on  his  title  to  a  share,  bui  no  more 

them  to  believe  they  required.     The  than  a  ihare,  in  the  examination  of  the 

enactment,  having  the  medical  profes-  future  general  practitioner.  Theexamin- 

sion  for  its  object,  must  necessarily  deal  ing  body  in  the  new  bill  was  proposed 

with  the  exigencies  of  the  great  mass  to  be  constituted  of  a  deputation  from 

of  its  members ;  it  were  a  mockery  to  the  College  of  Physicians,  assisted  by 

legislate  particularly,  for  fractional  por-  the  Apothecaries'  Society,  and  a  depu- 

tions  of  the  profession,  physicians  and  tation  from  the  College  of  Surgeons. 

surgeons,  and  to  leave  the  integer, — the  Let  it  be  made  up  of  certain  numbers 

general  practitioner,  as  much  out  of  the  deputed  from  each  of  the  three  Royal 

question  as  if  he  were  not  in  being.  Colleges,  which,  together,  should  con- 

We'also  see  our  way  out  of  our  pre-  stitute    the    faculty    of    medicine    of 

sent  difficulties  by  means  of  the  pro-  England :    say  three  from  the  College 

posed  incorporation  of  general  prac*  of  Physicians,  three  from  the  College 

titioners  into  a  distinct  College ;  and  of  Surgeons,  and,  to  balance  these,  iix 

in  dim  perspective  we  can  even  fancy  from  the  College  of  General  Practi- 

that  we  see  the  possible  blending,  by  tioners.    This  is  but  giving  the  full, 

its  means,  of  the  three  branches  of  the  instead  of  the  half  or  quarter,  measure 

medical  profession  which  we  now  have  of  justice  which  the  bill  contemplated 

in  England  into  one  harmonious  and  when  it  hung  the  Society  of  Apothe- 

influential  whole.  caries  round  the  neck  of  the  Royal 

The  grand  difficulty  we  had  in  con-  College  of  Physicians, 

templating  the  subject  of  the  incor-  The  letters  testimonial  of  the  general 

poration  of  the  general  practitioners  practitioner  would  then  carry  the  sig- 

into  a  separate  College  last  week  was  natures  of  the  presidents  of  the  respec- 

this :  that,  supposing  a  charter  of  incor-  tive  Colleges  and  Courts  of  Examiners 

poration  granted,  and  even  a  power  of  of  each,  wbich  «rould  of  course  com- 
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{urke  the  men  moat  HBOiiliarly  knows       "  C B ,  M.D.,  Member  of 

to  fame,  and  of  highest  eminence  in  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Eng- 

theprofe«ion.  whether  a,  physician..  S^^,r|:iS:^"44'SnX«£ 

surgeons,  or  general  practitioners,  by  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Hunterian 

which  both  the  public  and  the  profes-  Medical  Societies,  and  of  the  Obstetri- 

sional  man  himself  would  be  satisfied,  cal  Department  of  Queen's  College, 

With  this  arrangement,  the  fcespaid  Edinburgh    and  formerly  House-Sur- 

,,    .  xT  :i'  '7 A  '  4     A  S^^  *o  t**e  Edinburgh  Royal  Infir- 

would  of  course  be  divided  into  three  ^^  ^^  selecting  Haltings  as  his  fu- 

portions^  instead  of  being  all  appro-  ture  residence,  for  the  purpose  of  prae- 

priated  by  one  as  heretofore,  or  by  two  as  tising  as  a  Surgeon,  begs  to  submit  to 

contemplated  by  the  new  bill ;  by  which  Jj*®  inspection  of  the  Nobility,  Cleray, 

each  of  .he  three  Royal  Colleges  would  teng*"i*S.^:iL"  S '^r^Ji^t 

thrive,  and  become  powerful ;  and  the  sional  attainments," 
interests  of  every  branch  of  the  profes- 
sion being  found  to  be  identical,  and       ...  ...  ... 

frequent  contact  for  a  common  pur-  ,.  Wh«*«PO«»  foWows  »  number  of  te.- 

poM  engendering  confidence  and  re-  ""<«"^   ,f«"y    .f™"    Edinbuigh 

ipect.   k   it  almost  certain  that  the  ^^"^   ^^  ^*«^"8  "»*»  *  '"^ 

JL       rt  y\  1 J  •  *     ^  clever  young  man  Dr.  C— —  B 

three  Colleges  would  merge  into  onk  .       «/       ?.  ,    ,  ^     .    , 

.    -.  •      *^^    1  w-     The  professors  (extra-academicals. 
GRAND    INSTITUTION,  animated  by  a         ..  .  ,  ;  ,  ,        . 

.     ,        •  '^   *u      u        A      -.    r  jjr  w^e  think,  every  one)  have  much  satis- 

single  Fpint,  though  made  up  of  dif-  -..',, 

-"'^.  7      ,,       ii*j  faction,  or  much  pleasure,  or  great 

ferent  members,  singularly  calculated  .        *     .     .       ....  ... 

,  ..      •.*r-.j-i  pleasure,  in  bearing  testimony  to  the- 

to  advance  the  interests  of  medical  *^ .  •      ,  .f  .  J 

«aence.  and  to  raise  the  profession  of  '^*"*»'    '**'•   aw'duity    iind  success 

physic  in  public  estimation.  ""*»   ''^''='! .  ^-— "   ^—'   ^-D- 

prosecuted  his  studies.     From  these 

MEDICAL  ETHICS.  same  certificates  we  learn  that  C 

The  members  of  our  profession  are  B ,   M.D.,    during   the    term    of 

improving.     Even  as  play-actors  and  his  pupilage,   gained  a  medal  in  the 

circumforaneous   mountebanks    make  surgical  class,  the  first   prize  in  the 

their  presence  duly  known  by  placards  materia  medics  class,  the  prize  given 

and  public  advertisements,  and  sound  annually  in  the  class  on  the  practice  of 

of  trumpet  and  thump  of  drum,  so  do  physic,  and  the  first  medal  in  the  mid- 

the  members  of  the  medical  profession  wifery  class.    We  farther  learn,  that 

begin  to  let  their  wherabouts  be  known  the  same  C B ,  M.D.,  dur- 

by  circular  letters,  and  notifications  in  ing  the  session  1843-44^  wrote  his 
the  newspapers.  The  following  letter  thesis  ''  upon  the  general  nature  and 
has  been  circulated  extensively  in  treatment  of  scrofulous  disorders," 
Hastings  within  the  last  ten  days  or  a  «  which  displayed  an  unusual  know- 
fortnight,  and  as  it  is  a  printed  and  ledge  of  those  dangerous  maladies ;" 
public  document,  we  cannot  suppose  and  by  a  foot-note  to  the  title  of  the 
there  is  any  impropriety  in  our  repnb-  thesis— the  foot-note  being  evidently 

lishing  it,  and  making  it  still  more  no-  added  by  C B ^  M.D.,  for 

torious.  When  its  author  printed  it,  the  edification  of  all  whom  it  may  con- 
be  of  course  did  not  intend  that  it  cem — "  that  consumption  is  one  of  the 
should  remain  unread ;    and  he  will  worst  forms  of  scrofula."    The  circular 

therefore  be  indebted  to  us  for  making  winds  up  with  an    "  N.B.  Dr.  B 

it  still  better  known  than  it  is.     In  will  give  gratuitous  advice  on  any  me- 

delicacy  to  a  juvenile  l»other,  however,  dical  or  surgical  case,  to  the  poor  of 

we  only  give  the  initials.  the  town  and  neighbourhood,  between 
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the  hours  of  9  and  1 1  a.m.,  every  diploma,  or  license,  description  of  prac- 
Monday  and  Friday,  at  his  present  tice,  general  or  special ;  whether  con- 
residence.  No.  13,  Hill  Street."  nected  with  any  hospital,  dispensary, 
We  make  no  comment  upon  this  infirmary,  learned  society,  club,  or  other 
circular :  we  can  but  regret  that  things  public  institution ;  titles  of  his  works, 
have  come  to  such  a  pass  with  the  and  nature  of  his  contributions  to 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  that  medical  or  general  and  periodical  litera- 
they  are  compelled  to  resort  to  such  ture ;  the  discoveries  or  improvements 
means  for  obtaining  notoriety.  One  he  may  claim;  comprehending  also 
thing,  however,  we  do  feel  called  upon  any  other  point  of  interest  appertaining 
to  object  to,  and  this  is,  the  parade  of  to  his  professional  life."  With  a  view 
gratuitous  advice  to  the  poor  on  Mon-    to  assisting  them  in  their  enterprise, 

day  and  Friday  morning.     Dr.  B the  editors  of  the  London  Medical  Di- 

may  certainly  settle  himself  where  he  rectory  request  information  on  certain 
pleases,  but  he  has  no  right  to  take  particulars,  with  which  we  must  pre- 
the  bread  out  of  honest  men's  mouths,  sume  our  readers  to  be  as  familiar  as  our- 
by  offering  that  for  nothing  by  which  selves,  and  conclude  with  the  following 
they  live.  general  request :  "  Please  to  add  any 

facts  connected  with  yourself,  apper- 
As  we  are  upon  this  subject,  we  may    taining  to  your  position  in  the  pro- 
as well  notice  a  circular  of  another  de-    Session,  not    comprehended   in    these 
"scription  which  appears  to  have  been    quenes. 

sent  to  every  medical  man  in  the  me-  ^^  any  of  our  brethren  allow  the 
tropolis  whose  name  appears  in  the  world  to  remain  in  ignorance  of  any 
Post  Office  Directory.  It  purports  to  one  particular  which  he  himself  thinks 
have  come,  or  at  all  events,  it  is  in-  ^t  of  importance  they  should  know, 
tended  to  be  addressed  to  the  Editors  t^ey  will  plainly  have  themselves  to 
of  the  London  Medical  Directory,  care  ^^^aie :  the  editors  of  the  London  Me- 
of  C.  Mitchell,  Publisher,  Red  Lion  dical  Directory  will  commit  the  infor- 
Court,  Fleet  Street.  These  gentlemen  mation  they  receive  to  the  steam-press, 
appeardisposed  to  anticipate  Sir  James  and  it  will  of  course  be  immediately 
Graham's  scheme  for  general  medical  distributed  for  and  wide, 
registration ;  they  say,  the  legal  profes-  The  idea  here  may  be  ingenious,  but 
sion  has  its  law  list,  in  which  the  ^^  is  not  new.  We  remember,— what 
name  of  every  legally  qualified  practi-  shall  we  say,  something  like  thirty 
tioner  in  the  kingdom  is  enrolled,  and  years  ago  ?  a  learned  gentleman,  but 
also  an  ample  London  Law  Directory,  ▼e»7  poo^,  who  started  the  same  notion, 
containing  every  particular  respecting  and  hunted  it  to  a  successful  conclusion, 
the  constitution  of  the  Courts  of  Law,  This  poor  man's  name  we  think  was 
&c.  and  the  names  of  persons  engaged  Nesbitt.  He  waited  upon  all  the  mem- 
in  the  legal  profession  in  the  metropolis.  l>e™  of  the  medical  profession  domiciled 
The  London  Medical  Directory  pro-  in  London,  especially  the  young  ones, 
poses  to  itself  more  than  this ;  it  will  ^  whom  he  of  course  made  it  appear 
not  only  give  the  name  and  address  of  t^at  their  very  existence  was  involved  in 
every  physician,  surgeon,  and  apothe-  t^^eir  cutting  a  favourable  figure  in  the 
cary,  resident  in  London  and  its  pagea  of  the  work  he  projected,  and  he 
vicinity,  but  it  is  also  intended  to  give  requested  information  by  private  letter 
"  brief  professional  notices  comprising  precisely  of  the  same  kind  as  that 
the  nature  and  date  of  his  qualification,    which  is  now  required  by  the  editors  of 
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the   London  Medical  Directory;  ^the  craited  bis   exhausted  finances  for  a 

name  at  fall  length ;  the  residence — of  time,  and  the  writers  of  the  several 

course  every  medical  man  wishes  his  letters  alluded  to  had  an  opportunity  of 

residence  to  be  known:  his  qualifica-  putting  them  in  the  fire. 

tion,  where  obtained,  and  the  date —  A  Medical -Directory  we  do  not  object 

and  in  those  days  there  were  not  so  to;   but  it  must  be  without  note  or 

man^  Giessen,  Erlangen,    and  other  comment. 

medical  degrees,  that  can  be  obtained  

without  residence  and  without  study,  as  ,,^„„,-™^t,«  ,^t  *.,,«»  ««»^««»m*^^, 

in  the  present  times, -if  the  author  of  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION. 

any  work,  and  its  title ;  if  a  contributor  The  agitation  has  not  yet  come  to  an  end : 
to  the  periodicals ;  if  the  inventor  or  from  £e  Somertet  County  Gazeiie  of  the 
proposer  of  any  medical  or  other  no-  7th  inst.  we  find  that  the  members  of  the 
velty ;  if  possessed  of  any  medical  Taunton  and  Somerset  branch  of  the  Pro- 
appointment;  if  the  member  of  any  vincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Association, 
learned  society,  or  of  any  of  the  clubs,  *^<*  °^^^^  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profes- 
&c. :  and  precisely  as  the  editors  of  "°°'  °»«*  ^^  Wednesday,  the  4th,  for  the 
the  London  Medical  Directory  do  in  P^IP?«t  °(,  ^^;^«  ^°!f  consideration  the 
circular,  did  poor  Dr.  Nesbitt  request  ^"l'  T^^'  Macmullen  m  the  Chair,  at 

that  the  name  of  the  party  he  cilled  Sjl^L^^^t  7?h    ^^^!'rJTff'^' 

.  1  .  ,       jj  J  *  *^u'-  i»  ».  ^r  -  u  The  Editor  of  the  Somertet  County  Gazette^ 

upon  might  be  added  to  his  list  of  sub-  j^  ^^  j^^.     .^icle  of  the  day  on  which  he 

scnbers  to  his  work.    What  the  sum  ^    ^  the   proceedings   of  the  meeting, 

may  be  which  the  editors  of  the  London  makes  the  following  observations  :— 

Medical   Directory   propose   for  their  sir  Jamet  GrahanCa  Medical  BilL—Onr 

Eublication  we  know  not,  but  Dr.  Nes-  good  friends,  the  Doctors;  have  this  week 

iti's,  we  remember,  was  one  guinea,  achieved  a  double  triumph.    They  have  dc- 

Dr.  Nesbitt's  book  saw  the  light  in  due  molished,  as  far  as  argument  can  go,  the  pet 

season,  and  each  worthy  member  of  the  measure  of  the  Home  Secretary,  and,  as  a 

Royal  College   of  Physicians  and  the  necessary  consequence,  one  of    Pattison's 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  wAoAae^<ii6-  best  dinners.    To  be  serious,  we  were  not 

scribed  hit  auinea,  had  the  satisfaction  f^Uy  aware  how  extensively  the  public  m- 

of  viewing  his  own  portrait  drawn  from  tefcsts  are  involved  in  this  measure,  which 

the  life  by  himself.  ^  ostensibly  one  for  the  regulation  and  go- 

The  business  did  not  end  here,  how-  ▼cmment  of  medical  practice  only.    It  is  a 

ever;   money-even  a  very  handsome,  measure  which,  under  the  guue  of  hberalism, 

sum- will  come  to  an  end :  and  the  ex-  ^/^  "^f  worst  principles  of  by-gone  ages. 

«i«<.^.,»«  ..,.«;i..,  »».f  ».^:»i^«.«»«r.i;A<i  "  &>^  *o  establish  a  despotism  m  Govem- 

??^^Y-??^  ^'T    *^'  -^^     tP     1^^  °»ent»  whilst  the  presum^ous,  though  un- 

Dr.  ^^esbitt  now  began  visiting  his  old  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  fraudulent,  are  inritSi  and 

supporters,— not  to  speak  to  them  m  encouraged  to  occupy  a  prominent  position 

the  character  of  supjporters  of  them-  in  the  commonwealth  of  physic.    The  great 

selves, — and  informed  them,  with  dis-  democratic  principle  of  moulding  a  popular 

tress  and  alarm  in  his  air,  that  all  his  government  by  the  popular  wHl  was  argumen- 

private  papers,  including  the  letter  from  tatively  but  boldly  assumed  by  Dr.  Burridge, 

Dr. or  Mr. ,  had  been  seized  as  the  only  just  basis  of  legislation,  and  as 

upon  by  ruthless  creditors,  who  threat-  of  peculiar  applicability  to  the  medical  world, 

cned  to  publish  them  as  they  were,  and  Our  Saxon  notions  of  self-government 

without  any  such  castrations  as  he  (Dr.  were  somewhat  at  variance  with  Sir  James 

Nisbett)  had  thoueht  it  right  to  per-  Graham's  very   modest  and  characteristic 

form  upon  them,  unless  they  were  seve-  proposal  to  rule  the  doctors  kimtelf,  with 

rally  redeemed  at  handsome  sums,  vary-  ***«  ^^  ^^  «*  ^e^nB  Professors,  who  are,  of 

ing,  of  course,  with  the  presumed  capa-  ~«r»«'  nominated  to  office  by  the  Crown ; 

bifiUes  of  each  individual  contributor:  5*  ^J^^^^,  be  dujectly  nominated  by  the 

:•.  ^^^  ^«— .  ^^^  ^*i^<^  {^  »».rv*v.A»  ^.^  Crown ;  and  six  gentlemen  to  be  elected  by 

m  one  case  one  gmn«i,  in  raother  «^^^  ^  ^^  ^y^  ^^^          ^         ^^^^ 

two  ymneas,  in  a  third  three  guineas,  the  Cr^wn.    Th^  very  independent  coad- 

and  in  a  fourth,  and  where  the  wnter  j^tom  he  proposes  to  seiure  by  paying  them 

had  "  laid  it  on  with  a  trowel,"  and  ^.-^^y,  {,  proportion  to  thdrVrvioBs  (to 

could  stand  the  shot,  five  guineas--  ^hom  ?)    Truly  about  as  corrupt  a  job  as 

sums  at  which  the  respective  wnters  of  can  well  be !" 

those   letters  very  generally  saw  the  The  speeches  at  this  Meeting  were  able, 

propriety  of  redeemingthem.     By  Mm  the  spirit  excellent,  and  the  proceedings  con- 

inyeniout  procedure^  Dr.   Nesbitt    re-  eluded,  as  the  Editor  has  shown,  by  about 
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thirty  medical  gentlemen  dining  together  at  its  best  efforts  to  obtain  a  complete  organi- 

Pattison's  Hotel,  where,  as  osnal,  "  an  ex-  sation  of  the  general  practitioners  for  the 

cellent  repast  was  provided."  pnrpose  of  petitioning  for  a  Charter  of  Id- 

A  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  corporation,  to  be  sanctioned  by   Act  of 

profession  was  held  at  Dorchester,  on  Friday  Parliament,  and  for  taking  such  other  steps 

last,   in  the  Board   Room   of  the  Dorset  as  circumstances  may  from  time  to   time 

County  Hospital, — Dr.   Jackson,  of  Dor-  render  necessary  for  tho  protection  of  their 

Chester,  in  the  Chair — at  which  Mr.  Spoonjr,  interests." 

of  Blandford,  read  what  has  been  charac-  Resolution 4 — "That  the  Society  of  Apo- 
terised  as  a  very  able  analysis  of  the  Bill,  thecaries  be  solicited  to  co-operate  with  this 
accompanied  with  observations  for  the  infor-  association  in  furtherance  of  the  objects  of 
mation  and  guidance  of  those  whom  time  the  former  resolutions." 
and  opportunity  had  not  allowed  to  make  Resolution  5 — "  That  a  Provisional  Com- 
themselves  masters  of  the  subject.  At  this  mittee  of  thirty-one  members,  with  power 
meeting  we  are  pleased  to  see  what  we  be-  to  add  to  its  numbers,  and  of  which  not  leas 
lieve  to  be  a  better  understanding  of  the  than  seven  shall  form  a  quomm,  be  elected 
projected  measure,  than  we  have  generally  by  this  meeting,  to  carry  the  objects  of  the 
remarked,  and  we  regret  that  the  happy  idea  association  into  effect ;  also  to  form  laws  for 
of  Mr.  Spooner  has  not  been  more  generally  its  constitution  and  government,  to  be  sab- 
acted  upon  at  the  meetings  that  have  already  mitted  to  a  general  meeting  for  its  approval." 
taken  place.  The  resolutions  did  not  differ  Resolution  6 — "  That  the  Provisional 
essentially,  we  think,  from  those  that  have  Committee  be  empowered  to  form  an  anioa 
generally  been  adopted.  The  Editor  of  the  with  this  association,  of  the  different  societies 
Dorset  County  Chronicle  has  a  good  article  of  general  practitioners  in  town  and  country, 
in  the  Number  of  his  Paper,  in  which  the  instituted  for  similar  objects." 
proceedings  of  the  Meeting  are  reported,  and  Resolution  7 — *'  That  upon  its  formation, 
sums  up  with  the  following  paragraph  : —  one  of  the  first  duties  of  this  association  shall 

**  It  will  be  seen,  then,  that  how  useful  be  to  petition  the  legislature  against  the 
soever  may  be  some  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  re-introduction  of  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill, 
it  will,  if  passed,  have  the  effect  of  discou-  and  to  use  every  legal  means  to  prevent  its 
raging  the  moat  important  and  numerous  passing  through  Parliament." 
branch  of  the  profession,  at  the  same  time  Resolutions — ''That  the  following  gentle- 
that  it  will  offer  encouragement  to  the  men  do  constitute  the  Plrovisional  Corn- 
practice  of  the  ignorant  and  impudent  pre-  mittee." 
tender."  Whereupon,   in  the  account  whidi  has 

But  the  important  meeting  of  all  was  that  been  kindly  sent  us,  we  find  a  list  of  all  the 
which  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  last,  at .  most  distingnished  general  practitioners  do- 

the  Hanover  Square  Rooms,  Mr.  Penning-  miciled  in  the  north,  north-vest,  and  west 

ton  in  the  chair,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  of  the  metropolis. 

measures  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Gene-  A  full  report  of  the  speeches  made  at  this 

ral  Practitioners  of  England  into  a  distinct  meeting  having  appeared  in  all  the  daily 

College  of   their  own.      The   Resolutions  newspapers,  we  feel  ourselves  relieved  of 

passed  at  this  Meeting  were  to  the  follow-  the  necessi^  of  making  any  extracts  from 

ing  effect : —  them.     The  Meeting  was  conducted  with 

Resolution  I — "  That  this  meeting  is  de-  the  greatest  harmony,  and  with  so  much 

cidedly  of  opinion  that  prior  to  the  passing  tact  and  system  that  it  is  impossible  to  see 

of  any  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  practice  the  general  practitioners  of  London  as  other- 

of  medicine  and  surgery,  it  is  of  the  utmost  wise  than  excellent  men  of  business,   well 

importance  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  that  acquainted  with  the  management  of  affairs 

the  general  practitioners  of  medicine,  surgery,  that  interest  themselves,  and  likely,  in  the 

and  midwifery,  should  be  legally  recognued  long  mn,  to  prove  most  formidable  oppo- 

and  placed  in  an  independent  position ;  and  nents  in  any  persevering  attempt  that  is 

that  the  executive  government  be  respectfully  made    to    depreciate   or    to    crush  them, 

and  earnestly  requested  to  suspend  the  further  "  Wherever  tyranny  becomes  exorbitant," 

consideration  of  the  Bill  laid  before  Pbrlia-  as  an  old  and  excellent  writer  haa  it,  **  and 

ment  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  until  is  not  to  be  curbed  by  gentle  methods,  it 

this  object  has  been  attained."  cancels  all  the  bonds  of  allegiance :  self-pre- 

Resolution  2 — **  Tliat  in  furtherance  of  the  servation,  whether  natural  or  politic,  being 

object  of  the  former  resolution,  it  is  the  a  thing  that  is  indispensably  necessary.    For 

opinion  of  this  meeting  that  an  association  would  it  not  be  a  pleasant  thing  that  one 

should  be  immediately  formed,  under  the  should  load  another  with  insufferable  inso- 

title  of  '  The  Association  of  General  Prac-  lencies,  trusting  to  this,   that  the  injured 

titioners  in  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Mid-  person  will  not  defmd  himself,  for  fear  for- 

wifery.'  "  sooth  of  being  thought  disloyal,  though  at 

Resolution  3 — **  That  this  association  use  the  same  time  he  has  no  other  remedy  for 
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tiimwif  iMt  bj 


to  atynnt, 
tynatabya 


I>m.  GuTis 

insist  on  our 

Tluswemi^ 

to  the  sal 

take  npaooopleof  tkt 

mrd  bj 

icfiew.    WeAdltake 

promiiieDtly  fimrard 

— «iid  hsTuig  lookad 
ooBstrvctioa  of  Dr.  Gvj's 
oootnst  withthatofMr.  Tcjlor's 
ir«  sbaU  td^e  a  fcv  of  tlw 

wilbtbe  ow  be 
on  in  bis  replj.  by  tbe 

1.  Dr.GayeoHidentbatbevaiaotfririy        3.  Dr.  Gay's  aeesot  of  tbe 
*  in  respect  to  tbegpntstinn  "en  babit,**    tbe  aalpkarct  aClcad  is  a  pieee  af 

^'^toak  taoo.  In  no  vork  on  tnieolagy ,  1 
tbis  as  tbe  firrt  mrtaaoe  tbat  preaeatcd  it.  pno,  to  3fr.  Tajfar's  woe  tbe  fmmmiiimiim 
self.  Tbcte  are  andonblcdly  in  Dr.  Gay's  am^scs  far  poisov  given.  Dr.  Gay  bM  not 
book  stronger  intranrra  oT  pisgisfiim  tban  only  imiiMfJ  Mr.  Taylar  is  tins  resfwet, 
tbis,  bnt  we  altogctber  obfecC  to  tbc  nuaner  ^^  n  ^^^1  ^  tbe  paisaan  be  km  tsJken  tbe 
in  wludi  be  trests  Mr.  Taylor's  ManntL    iJUmti^^    ffi,»i>|f  ^^  „e4    ^  )fr.    Taykir, 


He  makes  eztn^a,  slig^blly  alters  tbe  Ian-     simply  #— wtiiig  tfae  decanal  into  a  frae- 
^tenperses  some  remarks  of   Ui     tion,  so  as  to  ewe 


ova,andtbcndaiaMBeritfiir"ongiBality/'     Lb  tbe  qaantitatiTe  analysis  for  copper.  Dr. 
"^  '^'^      ***^  ?**  ^  •***^  ^''    ^V  P^  **«  proportion  of  Mack  oxkie  of 


TVykir's  Mannal  TeriMtna,  a  thmyr  vbicb    copper  vbicb  eoncapoMb,  not  to 

did  not  make,  baton  tbeeontiary  stated    vcigbt  of  tmeUi,  bnt  of  tbe  wieUUit  mli 


tbat  be  bad  abridged  it,  tbere  migbt  bavr    1.  e.   tbe  snIplMte.      In   the  unantifaliir 
"         some  groond  for  tbe  fine  of  defenee    analysb  for  lead,  bowercr,   be   given   tbe 


be  bas  cbosen  to  adopt.     It  was  onr    ^ci^  of  snlpbmt  eoncaponding  to  tbe 

itoeompaiefAaap^arfivAarAreKni'    wctgfat  of  tbe  aidal le^;   wUeb  bM  no 

hUd  emdk  other  in  tbe  two  notks: — tbe    iDoro  to  do  witb  the  deteraunation  of  tbe 


parta  wbicb  ii|^«red  might  bare  been  intro-  weigbU  of  tbe  salts  tban  if  be  bad  merely 

doced  in  order  to  ytrwaA  tbnt  leeeniblmrf  caknlated  tbe  solpfaor.  and  not  tbe  qoantity 

froas  being  cnafly  detected.   Wc  opiua  tbis  of  salpbnric  acid,  from  a  given  wcigbt  ot 

opfaiioo  from  baviag  sinoe  fonnd  tbat  many  salphate  of  l«rjrtea.    Wby  bsa  Dr.  Gay 


of  tbe  metbods  of  testing  poisons,  nsed  by    auide  a  difference  witb  icapect  to  copper  and 
Mr.  Taylor,  and  not  fonnd  in  tbe  works  of    lend  ?    The  answer  is,  that  in  tbis,  as  in 


OrfiU  or  Cbristison,  bare  been  tdcen  witb-  umut  other  casea,  he  has  blindly  copied  Mr. 

oat  acknowledgment  by  Dr.  Gay,  and  so  Taylor  witbont  perceiving  tbe  tme  object  or 

shifted  and  trsnsposed,  as  to  make  it  rather  intention  of  quantitative  analysis.    Tbere 

difficnlt  to  detect  tbe  fact,  tfaoogb  it  is  no  is  no  stronger  pnwf  of  plagiarism  than  tiiat 

less  certain  on  tbat  aoconnt.     Dr.  Ony  ap-  deficiencies  or  errors  in  a  work,  are  thos 

pean  to  imagine  that  it  Is  no  offence  to  nse  indiscriminatdy  copied, 
tbe  writings  of  another  author  in  tbis  way ;         We    have    Mr.    Taylor's    authority  for 

hot  to  tbat  opinion  we  cannot  assent.  asserting  that  the  formula  for  qoantitative 

2.  Witb  respect  to  the  araenite  of  copper,  analysis  given  by  Dr.  Guy  at  p.  562  of  his 
Dr.  Guy  is  under  an  entire  misapprehension,  volume,  is  one  which  ^»««  been  used  by  bim 
It  bas  been  known  to  all  chemists,  aincethedis*  in  his  public  lectures  at  Guy's  Hospital 
ooveryofthis  compound  by  Scheele«moretban  lince  1831.  It  is  there  given  without  the 
«zty  years  ago,  that  arsenious  add  migbt  be  least  acknowledgment,  although  Dr.  Guy 
obtainedbybeatingtbeBraeniteofcopper;but,  either  copied  it,  or  had  a  good  opportuni^ 
aa  for  as  we  know,  in  no  work  on  toxicology  of  copying  it,  when  he  was  taking  his  **  very 
— • short  but  use  f al  notes* '  at  the  "  familiar  demon- 

*  Dr.  Geddes,  Church  Histoty  ot  Bthiopia.  itiations  on  toxicokigy"  given  by  Mr.  Taylor. 
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'^^th  respect  to  eqaivalents  generally,  the 
facts  are  still  more  strongly  against  Dr.  Guy, 
and  still  more  clearly  shew  the  system  of 
copying  which  he  has  pursued.  All  chemists 
agree  abont  the  equivalents  of  dry  acids,  and 
all  equivalents  of  adds  are  given  in  this 
form  only  in  chemical  works,  but  it  is  well 
known  that  there  are  great  differences  of 
opinion  in  respect  to  the  quantity  of  water 
with  which  they  are  combined  as  Hydratew, 
Sulphuric  acid  may  be  either  a  mono- 
Sulphuric  Acid  (100  gr.  Sulph.  Bar.)  = 
Nitric  Add  ( 1 00  gr.  Sulph.  Potash)  = 

Muriatic  Acid  (100  gr.  Cblor.  Silver)       » 
Oxalic  Add  (100  gr.  Oxalate  Lead)  = 

This  table  appears  to  us  to  furnish  irre- 
fragable proof,  not  only  that  Dr.  Guy  has 
adopted  the  plan  of  quantitative  analysis 
from  Mr.  Taylor's  Manual,  but  that  he  has 
actually  appropriated  Mb  retulit.  It  is 
clear  to  us,  that  Dr.  Guy  could  not  have 
calculated  the  numbers  for  himself,  or  we 
should  not  have  found  him  using  integers, 
dropping  dedmals,  or  substituting  fractions, 
exactly  where  the  same  course  is  pursued 
in  the  Manual.  By  the  above  table  he 
stands  convicted ;  and  yet  he  lost  no  time  in 
appearing  at  our  tribunal,  pleading  not 
guilty,  and  condemning  the  chai^ge  of  pla- 
giarism brought  against  him  by  the  reviewer 
as  most  unfounded  and  unjust  I    We  might 


or  a  bihydrate— nitric  add  a  mono-  or 
sesquihydrate ;  and  with  respect  to  muriatic 
acid,  the  differences  of  opinion  respecting 
the  quantity  of  water  combined  with  it,  are 
still  greater.  Now  what  do  we  find  in  Dr. 
Guy's  book : — that  on  these  very  points, 
where  some  originality  or  difference  of 
opinion  might  fairly  be  expected,  there  is  an 
exact  agreement  with  the  Manual.  Tbt 
quantitative  analyses  in  the  two  works,  stand 
thus: 

Taylor.  Guy.  real  retolfc. 

4ligr.  4li  41-52 

about    82  about  82  81*8 

69  69  69-44 

42  crd.  acid  42  crd.  add  41*9 

carry  out  the  proof  still  farther  with  respect 
to  other  parts  of  his  *'  Principles,"  but  it 
would  require  a  reprint  of  mudh  of  the 
whole  book  to  show  the  real  extent  of  the 
plagiarisms  of  which  he  has  been  guUty. 
We  think  it  right,  however,  to  present  the 
following  table  of  the  tests  fbr  arsenic,  at 
they  are  described  in  the  works  of  Orfila, 
Christison,  Taylor,  and  Guy.  We  have 
taken  Dr.  Christison's  second  edition,  as 
being  at  hand :  we  have  no  reason  to  beKeve 
that  the  tests  employed  by  this  excellent 
toxicologist  have  been  much  altered  in  the 
last  edition  of  his  valuable  treatise  on  poisons. 
Orfila's  fourth  edition  was  published  in  1 843. 


Mode  of  using  the  tests  and  processes  for  arsenic  adopted  by 


Orfila,  4th  Edition. 
Artenioua  Acid  as  a  Solid% 

1.  Taste. 

2.  Heated  on  copp?r  or  iron,  volatilized 
without  smell ;  on  red  hot  charcoal,  garlick 
odour. 

3.  Reduction  test.  Heated  in  a  tube  with 
carbon  and  carbonate  of  potash. 

7>«/«  in  to/tt/jon. 

1.  Solubility  of  arsenious  add  —  acrid 
taste. 

2.  Precipitated  yellow  by  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  properties  of  precipitate. 

Objection  to  /e«/«. —Arsenic  present  in 
glass— denied. 
Marsh's  test. 


3.  Ammonio  sulphate  oop- ' 
per. 

4.  Ammonio  nitrate  silver 


No  observa- 
tions or  objec- 
tions stated. 


Proeeeefor  Orgamt  lAguide, 

Reinsch's  test. 

Arsenite  of  potash.    Arsenite  copper. 

Arseniates. 

Sulphureta  of  arsenic. 


Christison,  2d  Edition. 
Areenioue  Acid  ae  a  8oUd. 

1.  Taste.     2.  Heated  sublimes  in  crystals. 

3.  Heated  with  charcoal.    Reduction  test. 

4.  Solubility  in  water. 

Teete  at  a  eoUd, 

1.  Reduction  test  charcoal  or  black  flux. 
2.  Lead  stains  in  glass.  3.  Tellurium,  cad- 
mium, and  potassium,  difierenoes  of  cadmium 
not  particularized.  3.  Metallic  crust  re- 
converted to  arsenious  add  dissolved  in  water 
and  tested.  4.  Garlick  odour.  5.  Deposit 
on  copper  by  reduction  with  charcoal. 
6.  White  powder  moistened  with  ammonio 
sulphate  copper. 

Tette  in  eolution. 

1.  Sulphuretted  hydrogen  predpitate  re- 
duced by  flux. 

Objections  to  the  test. — Cadmium,  tin,  and 
antimony — answers  to  the  objections. 

2.  Ammonio-nitrate  silver. 
Objections.^Analkaline  phosphate  (phos- 

dhoric  add  not  mentioned)-— common  salt. 

3.  Ammonio  sulphate  copper— objections. 
Bichrom  potash. 

4.  Lime  water. 

5.  Separation  by  galvanism. 

Organic  mixtures. 

Arsenite  of  copper.    Arsenite  of  potash. 
Araeniate  of  Potash. 
Sniphurets  arsenic. 
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Mode  of  using  the  Tests  and  Processes  for  Arsenic  adopted  by 


Taylor. 

Arsenions  acid,  solid  masses  or  powder. — 
Solubility  in  water. — Taste. 

Powder. 

1.  Entirely  volatilized  by  heat  any  residue 
impnrity,  sometimes  plaster  of  Paris. 

2.  Heated  in  small  tube  sublimes  in 
cnystals. 

3.  Dissolved  by  caustic  potash,  forming 
arsenite  potash. 

4.  Powder  in  watch-glass,  with  hydro- 
snlphuret  of  ammonia.  No  change  of  colour 
until  heated  and  ammonia  expelled ;  yellow 
sesquisulphuret  of  arsenic  left. 

5.  Reduction  by  carbon,  and  fluxes : 
garlick  odour. 

Objections. 

Corrosive  sublimate,  volatile  like  arsenic, 
but  turned  yellow  by  potash. 

1.  Glass  black  lustre  from  lead. 

2.  Charcoal.  3.  Arsenic  in  glass  lost  by 
heat. 

4.  Oxide  of  cadmium. 

5.  Mercury  in  white  silver  globules. 

Solution. 

Faint  acid  reaction. 

1.  Evaporated  on  glass  plate,  well-formed 
octohedral  crystals  obtained. 

2.  Ammonio  nit.  silver. 

3.  Ammonio  sulph.  copper,  green  preci- 
pitate, yields  arsenions  acid  on  sublimation, 
in  crystals. 

Objectione  to  teats. 

To  silver  test  a  phosphate  and  phosphoric 
acid  (hitherto,  we  believe,  overlooked). 
Organic  liquids  coloured  by  the  tests. 

4.  Gaseous  test. — Sulph.  hyd.  Hydrospt. 
amm.  gives  no  precipitate  without  an  acid. 
Properties  of  precipitate  (see  Manual, 
page  149). 

Objections  to  the  test. 

Cadmium,  tin,  and  antimony,  and  answers 
149.  Substance  of  these  copied  by  Guy,  but 
the  order  of  objections  somewhat  changed. 

Marsh's  test. 

Rdnsch's  test.  In  this  one  objection, 
hitherto,  we  believe,  unnoticed  (an  alkaline 
snlphuret),  taken  by  Guy  from  the  Manual. 

Processes  in  organic  liquids. 

Quantitative  analysis. 

Arsenicadd,  page  159.  Order  of  tests  taken 
by  Guy,  but  apparently  purposely  inverted. 

Snlphnrets  of  arsenic. 

Arsennretted  hydrogen. 


Guy. 

The  experiments  in  Italics  are  taken  fh»m  the 
Manual :  we  do  not  find  them  in  Orflla  or  Chris- 
tison*8  work,  bat  they  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Manual. 

Arsenions  acid,  solid  and  in  powder. 

1.  Solubility  in  water. 

2.  Slight  acid  reaction. 

3.  Faint  sweet  taste. 

4.  Solution  enaporated  —  well-formed 
octohedral  crystals. 

5.  Combines  with  alkalies  f  forming 
soluble  arsenites. 

Powder. 

1.  Entire  volatility  by  heat  —  plaster  of 
Paris  may  be  left. 

2.  Add  liquor  potassiB,  no  change.  Corr. 
sub.  turned  yellow. 

3.  Powder  in  watch-glass,  with  hydros, 
ammonia. — No  immediate  ^ect.  Yellow 
sulphuret  qfter  some  hours,  or  after  heating 
it. 

4.  Heated  in  tube,  sublimes  in  octohedral 
crystals. 

5.  Reduction  by  charcoal  and  fluxes. 

Objections. 

I.  Charcoal.  2.  Mercury.  3.  Oxide 
cadmium  (copied  from  Manuid  almost  ipsis- 
simis  verbis).  3.  Lead  in  glass.  4.  Arsenic 
in  glass. 

Solution. 

1.  Sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

2.  Ammon.  nit.  silver. 

3.  Ammon.  sulph.  copper. 

4.  Hydrosulphuret  ammofiia,  and  acetic 
acid. 

Objections  to  liquid  tests. 

Alkaline  phosphate,  and  solution  of  phos- 
phoric acid. 

Objections  to  Amm.  Sulph.  Copper. 

Among  the  answers,  a  ring  of  metal 
(not  arsenious  acidj  obtained  on  heating 
the  precipitate ! 

Gaseous  test. — Sulph.  Hydrogen. 

Objections. — Cadmium,  tin,  and  anti- 
mony, and  answers  identical  page  457. 

Marsh's  test. 

Reinsch's  test. 

Processes  for  organic  mixtures. 

Quantitative  analysis. 

Arsenic  acid :  analysis  inverted,  but  pas- 
sage identical  (see  Guy,  page  464). 

Sulphurets  of  arsenic. 

Arsenites,  potash  and  copper. 


4.  In  no  work  on  toxicology  before  Mr. 
Taylor's  were  there  distinct  chapters,  sec- 
tions, or  paragraphs,  on  the  rules  for  in- 


vestigating cases  of  poisoning ;  on  the  period 
of  time  within  which  poisons  prove  fatal, 
including  the  longest  and  the  shortest  known 


366  SURGBRY  AT  THE  HOTEL  DIEU. 

caies ;  on  the  quantity  of  poison  required  treat  tlie  facts  of  diemifltrj  as  subjects  of 
to  destroy  life,  with  the  largest  and  the  dispute,  or  to  display  originality  in  chemical 
smallest  doses ;  and,  lastly,  on  the  quanti-  eqaiyalents ;"  and  this  is  his  answer  to  the 
tative  analysis  of  poisons.  Some  few  charge  of  appropriating  the  tests  and  quanti- 
Bcattered  facts  relating  to  these  questions  tative  analyses  from  the  Manual !  Chemical 
were  to  be  found  in  other  works  on  toxi-  toxicology  and  chemistry  are,  however,  in  this 
cology,  but  they  are  here  for  the  first  time  respect,  widely  dilTerent.  There  are  very  few 
classified  and  arranged,  together  with  all  the  who  employ  exactly  the  same  tests  for  poisons, 
objections  to  the  tests  for  poisons,  and  the  re-  or  if  they  do,  ttef  have  some  peculiar  method 
quiaite  chemical  answers  to  the  objections,  of  operating  with  them.  There  is  sufficient 
Dr.  Guy  adopts  the  same  subdivisions,  room  for  originality,  and  if  any  one  doubts 
and  yet  he  has  the  boldness  to  assert,  this  let  him  draw  up  a  list  of  the  tests  actu- 
that  the  arrangement  of  his  entire  part  coin-  ally  used,  and  the  mode  of  using  them,  by 
cides  very  closely  with  that  adopted  by  Dr.  Orfila,  Christison,  and  Taylor ;  he  will  then 
Christison,  and  has  been  "little  influenced  see  that,  although  some  well-established  tests 
by  his  perusal  of  Mr.  Taylor's  work."  and  processes  are  common,  as  they  must 
Farther,  he  states  that  the  order  in  which  necessarily  be,  yet  there  are  many  others 
the  several  tests  are  placed  is  one  peculiar  to  either  new,  or  modifications  of  old  tests, 
himself,  and  which  he  has  always  followed  in  which  are  peculiar  to  each  writer.  On 
his  lectures.  We  have  ascertained  by  in-  placing  Guy's  tests  by  the  side  of  these,  they 
quiry,  that  Dr.  Guy  has  lectured  for  five  will  be  found  to  assimilate  very  closely  to 
years — that  the  first  and,  we  believe,  only  those  of  the  Manual,  and  some  of  them  have 
course  of  practical  toxicology  which  he  ever  never  yet  appeared  in  any  other  toxicological 
attended,  was  that  to  which  he  was  gra-  treatise.  They  may,  it  is  true,  be  founded  on 
tnitously  admitted  by  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  win-  well-known  chemical  principles,  as  all  useful 
ter  of  1838 ;  and  yet  he  wishes  us  to  believe,  tests  must  be ;  but  it  is  the  application  of 
that  the  notes  which  he  then  took,  and  the  them  to  special  purposes  that  we  have  to  re- 
experiments  which  he  then  for  the  first  gard  ;  and  in  this  application.  Dr.  Guy  ap- 
time  saw,  form  no  part  of  his  work !  Let  preaches  so  closely  to  Mr.  Taylor,  if  we 
any  one  take  the  paios  to  compare  his  except  an  occasiunal  transposition  of  an  ex- 
tests  with  those  given  by  Orfila,  Christison,  periment  in  the  series,  by  which  the  order  of 
and  Tavlor,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  resemblance  is  only  apparently  destroyed, — 
that  the  resemblance  to  Mr.  Taylor's  mode  of  that  we  hardly  know  how  to  receive  Dr. 
using  these  tests,  will  be  found  much  stronger  Guy's  assertion — **  that  the  order  in  which 
than  in  the  other  cases,  and  the  method  of  the  several  tests  are  placed  is  one  peculiar 
testing  solid  poisons  by  applying  reagents  to  to  myself,  and  which  I  have  always  followed 
them,  will  be  found  to  be  almost  entirely  in  my  lectures." 
taken  from  Mr.  Taylor.  There  is  only  one  additional  point  which 

One  word  more  with  respect  to  qnantitative  requires  notice.  In  the  review,  we  find  it 
analysis.  Admitting  that  Dr.  Guy,  with  his  stated  that  Mr.  Taylor  was  deeply  versed  in 
five  years'  experience  of  chemical  toxicology,  medico* legal  lore  when  Dr.  Guy  could  have 
did  more  than  Orfila  or  Christison  had  done  been  little  more  than  a  school-boy — ^nothing 
before  him,  t.  e,  attached  from  his  own  know-  more  than  a  medical  student  certainly.  From 
ledge  of  the  subject,  and  without  reference  to  inquiries  which  we  have  made,  we  find  that 
Mr.  Taylor's,  or  any  other  work,  the  quantita-  this  statement,  at  least  the  latter  part  of  it, 
tive  analyses  of  poisons — we  still  beg  our  rea-  is  substantially  correct.  Mr.  Taylor,  it 
ders' attention  to  this  remarkable  coincidence:  seems,  began  to  lecture  at  Guy's  Hospital 
to  whatever  poison  Mr.  Taylor  gives  a  quanti-  in  March,  1831 .  Dr.  Guy  received  his  first 
tative  analysis  Dr.  Guy  does  the  same,  and  lessons  in  Toxicology  from  Mr.  Taylor,  in 
where  Mr.  Taylor  omits  it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  chemical  laboratory  of  Guy's  Hospital, 
the  alkalies,  the  iodide  of  potassium,  and  in  the  winter  of  1838.  Thus  Mr.  Taylor 
other  compounds.  Dr.  Guy  also  omits  it.  had  been  a  teacher  of  the  subject  seven  years 
Thus,  Mr.  Taylor  gives  a  quantitative  analysis  before  Dr.  Guy  had  even  become  a  pupil,  in 
for  antimomy,  and  not  for  tin,  and  Dr.  Guy  reference  to  Medical  Jurisprudence  and 
does  the  same.  What  inference  can  be  Toxicology.  We  understand  that  Mr.  Tay- 
drawn  from  this,  and  his  copying  the  defect  lor  gave  him  permission,  by  courtesy,  to  at- 
in  the  case  of  the  sulphuret  of  lead,  than  tend  his  demonstrations  on  Toxicology,  and 
that  he  has  appropriated  the  results  of  Mr.  that  no  restrictions  were  placed  upon  his  per- 
Taylor's  labours?  We  think  these  facts  forming  experiments,  making  notes  of  there- 
prove  that  the  *' odious  accusation"  has  suits,  or  copying  any  diagrams,  tables,  or  for- 
not  been  built  upon  so  slender  a  foundation  mnlse,  used  at  the  lectures.  We  are  now  in- 
as  Dr.  Guy  would  have  «■  and  our  readers  formed,  by  Dr.  Guy,  that  these  were  "  very 
to  believe.  ehort  notet"  and  of  no  use  to  him  in  the 

Dr.  Guy  thinks  that  it  is  impossible  '*  to  composition  of  his  work  1 
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We  here  clofle  tfaii  vnpleBaant  rabjeot.  engrafted.    Unqueetioiiably  the  position  of 

We  faa?e  Mid  this  mndi  to  ihow  that  our  the  patient  wonld  have  been  better  then  than 

reriewer  was  justified  in  the  severity  of  his  it  is  now  with  the  orbit  empty ;  bnt  I  am 

criticism,  and  we  shall  now  leave  Dr.  Ghiy  disposed  to  think  that  the  advantages  of 

definitively  to  the  judgment  of  his  profes-  moment  to  a  person  mixing  in  society,  and 

fdonal  brethren.     We  thought  of  winding  interested  in  hiding  a  deformity,  were  very 

up  by  quoting  Dr.  Guy's  own  letter,  pub-  trifiing  in  connection  with  our  patient,  whose 

lisbed  in  the  Lancet  a  few  weeks  ago,  upon  lot  was  cast  in  the  country.    And  then  the 


very  subject ;  but  we  thought  it  would  removal  of  the  tumor,  sparing  the  eye,  it 
be  strengthening  our  hands  too  much.  still  being  possible,  wonld  nevertheless  have 
.  been  attended  with  great  difficulties ;  so  that, 

QiTPPPBY  nP  TTTF  wnTFT    DTFTI  '^  ^"**^"  considered,  I  have  thought  it  best 

SURGERY  OF  THE  HOTEL  DIbU.  ^^  proceed  as  I  have  done,  sacrificing  an 

**  Tbst  manage  these  things  better  in  organ  which  could  no  longer  suffios  for  the 
France !"  it  is  often  said,  and  theie  are  many  uses  for  which  it  was  intended  by  nature, 
among  us,  particularly  younger  members  of  '*  What  may  be  the  nature  of  the  tumor 
the  profession,  who  really  think  so,  and  who  which  we  have  now  before  us,  it  is  difficult 
advocate  the  system  of  public  concurrence  to  say.  From  the  absence  of  all  severe  and 
among  candidates  for  hospital  appointments,  lancinating  pain,  however,  we  might  infer 
and  who  maintain  that  the  opportunities  for  that  the  tumor  was  not  mdanotic ;  and  now 
the  education  of  medical  men  are  superior  in  that  it  is  divided  in  two  nothing  is  seen  that 
F^ris  to  what  they  are  in  London.  "  The  positively  resembles  cancer, 
tree  is  known,"  &c.  Let  our  readers  ac-  The  lad  died  a  few  days  after  the  opera- 
company  us  through  the  details  of  the  fol-  tion,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  meningeal  and 
lowing  cue,  and,  with  us,  admire  the  pro-  encephalic  inflammation.  "  The  important 
cedure  of  a  child  of  the  Concours,  which  we  point  in  the  necroscopy  was  the  state  of  the 
will  not  do  our  neighbours  the  injustice  to  optic  nerve — Eh  bien !  on  le  tronva  avec 
characterise  as  "  Fk«nch  surgery,"  but  toutes  les  appazenoes  de  T^tat  normal, 
which  we  may  still  be  permitted  to  call  Well !  it  was  fbnnd  with  every  appearance 
*<  surgery  of  a  professor  of  the  Hdtel  Dieu,"  of  health." 

an  establishment  which  i«  one  of  ti,e  grand        [Comment  upon  this  case  would  be  waste 

pomts   of  attraction    with    English    and  ^f  ^o^ds:    the  procedure  was  in  every  re- 
American  students  of  their  profession.  ^  unjustifiable,  barbarous  ;  and  the  poor 

A  young  manwasadmittedinto  the  Hotel  ,^j  ^  certainly  lost  hU  life  through  the 

Dieu  affeeted  with  ex-ophthdmui,  or  pro-  inhuman  practii  of  the  surgeon,  as  if  he  had 

trusion  of  the  left  eye  from  the  orbit,  veiy  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^     There  can  be  very  little 

probably  ocauuoned,  as  the  Professor  ob-  ^«rtion  but  that  the  simple  fleshy,  or,  from 

served,  by  tiie  presence  of  a  tumor  m  the  J    j^^  ^^  j^^^^  ^^  ^^^  contrary,  st^tomatous 

bottom  of  the  oirbit,  which,  pushing  the  eye-  ^^^      removed,  and  the  optic  nerve  long 

ball  forwards,  «id  compressing  the  optic  .^  J^  ^j^^  ^^^^  relieved,  it  would  gradu' 

nerve,   d«troyed  the  «ght;    for  the  eye,  ^jj  have  recovered  its  powers,  so  that  the 

although  to  all  outward  appeanmce  sound,  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^,    ^^^^  ^^  „^  ^sk 

vras  completely  without  the  facul^  of  vision,  ^y^^  ,.f    ^,^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  recovered  freed 

What  may  be  the  nature  of  the  infra-orbitory  ^^^  ^^j^  deformity,  and  with  hU  vUion  per- 

tumor?     It  tt^fficult  to  predict.     Perluips  ^^^^  .^  ^^       //   The  additional  risk  to 

It  is  not  of  a  malipiant  kind,  and  yet  it  jj^^  ^^^  ^  J^^^  ^^  operation  as  extir- 
could  not  be  removed  without  removmg  the        ^j^    ^^^  ^      j,^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  t^  j^^^  ^^ 

eyebaU  at  the  same  time.     I  greaUy  regret  {^^^n  into  the  cruel  surgeon's  mind ;  to  ex- 

^vmg  to  sacrifice  so  important  an  organ  as  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^,.^         y^  ^^^ 

the  eye.  the  more  as  it  u  healthy  m  appear-  ^^  ^  ^.^^^^  operation  ;  but  it  is  not  ne- 

ance;  but  I  do  not  see  how  else  the  ophthal-  ^^^^j,     ^^^   ^^^    ^^         ^j^^  ^^^  ^f  ^^ 

mulis  to  be  remedied.    The  operation  was  patient  into  jeopardy,  which  the  extirpation 

done,  and  deftly  done ;   the  eye  was  extir-  ^^  ^         Jj  nVcesiarily  does.-ED.  Gaz.] 

pated  to  the  very  root  of  the  optic  nerve,  ^ ^ ;• 

and  the  patient  was  dressed  and  sent  off  to  ~~~ 

bed.    The  Professor  continued:    "Before  LUXATION    OF    THE    HEAD,    AND 

proceeding  to  the  operation,  the  idea  struck        FRACTURE    OF    THE    NECK,  OF 

me  that  it  might  perhaps  be  PO««ble  to        ^HE  THIGH  BONE. 

remove  the  tumor  without  touching  the  eye, 

and  so  this  organ  would  have  been  left  in  its  A  man,  70  yean  of  age,  fell  from  his  waggon, 

plaee,  if  not  as  an  instrument  of  vision  (for  and  was  dragged  along  the  ground  for  some 

f  did  not  believe  it  possible  to  restore  its  short  distance :  found  himself  incapable  of 

powers)  yet  as  an  appearance,  or  as  a  stump  moving  afterwards.    I  found  the  right  thigh 

upon  which  an  artificial  eye  might  have  been  in  the  position  indicative  of  fracture  of  the 
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seek  :  the  limb  was  ihortened  three  inches^ 
it  was  easilj  brought  down  by  extension ; 
rotation  was  readUj    performed,    and    no 
crepitation  in  the  seat  of  the  joint  or  the 
trochanter,  which  was  no  longer  to  be  felt ; 
in  the  groin,  on  the  contrary,  and  under  the 
skin  and  fascia,  there  was  a  globular  body 
the  sise  of  an  apple,  and  which  could  be 
pushed  a  few  lines  in  every  direction  ;  it 
was  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  detadied 
from  the  neck  and  shaft.    A  sui^on  had 
already  seen  the  patient  before  my  visit; 
had  diagnosticated   luxation  forwards,  and 
with  the  help  of  several  men  and  great  exer- 
tion, had  attempted  reduction,  in  the  course 
of  which,  the  patient  himself  and  the  by- 
standers felt  and  heard  a  loud  crack.    It  is 
possible  that  the  thigh  had  been  first  luxated 
and  then  broken  in  the  neck,  but  I  can 
scarcely  suppose  that  this  was  the  case,  or 
whence  the  great  difficulty  in  the  attempt  to 
reduce  ?  and  whence  the  crack  without  re- 
duction ?  An  incomplete  fracture  before  the 
attempt  at  reduction  can  scarcely  be  con- 
ceived, but  it  is  very  possible  that  the  natu- 
ral fragility  of  the  Inmes  in  a  man  of  70 
years  of  age,  permitted  a  fracture  to  take 
place  in  the  course  of  the  vigorous  effort 
that  was  made  to  reduce  thcf  luxation.     In  a 
youthful  subject  I  should  probably  have  re- 
solved on  removing  the  fragment ;  the  motive 
to  have  done  so   was  sufficient  from  the 
amount  of   disturbance    it    occasioned  by 
pressing  upon  the  nerves  and  vessels  of  the 
groin ;  in  present  circumstances,  however, 
I  contented  myself  with  placing  the  limb  in 
the  easiest  position  for  the  patient,  and  with- 
out  extension.    The  numbness  and  swelling 
of  the  limb  gradually  disappeared  in  the 
course  of  four  months,  the  head  of  the  thigh 
bone  occasioned  neither  inflammation  jior 
suppuration,  and  by  and  by  became  fixed 
by  adhesions    in  its  new   situation.    The 
shortened  thigh  is  not  without  motion  in  its 
new  joint,  and  the  old  man  goes  about  with 
the  help  of  crutches. — Batedow,  in  Caspar's 
Woehensehrifl,  No.  29,  1844. 

DR.  HOME. 

Db.  Homb,  long  Professor  of  Materia  Me- 
dica,  and  then  Professor  of  the  Practice  of 
Physic  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  from 
which  he  had  retired  but  a  few  years,  died 
lately  at  a  very  advanced  age — 86,  we  believe. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  OF 
ENGLAND. 
lAsi  qf  Gentlemen  admitted  Members, 
Dee.  6.---G.  F.  D.  Evans.~-V.  Hutchinson. 
—J.  A.  Walmdey.—T.  H.  Watt.— W.  H. 
Meadows. — R.  Tliomton. — H.  Douglas. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 
Gentlemen  teho  kaee  obtained  Certijlcates, 
Dec.  5.— R.  Q«  Wallace,  Dublin.— Henry 


Douglas,  Grantham. — J.  G.  Grylls,  Corn- 
wall.— R.  W.  Sanneman,  Honnslow. — Greo. 
Gardiner,  Bristol. — R.  Scott. 

MORTALITY  of  the  METROPOLIS. 

Deaths  Jrom  all  causes  registered  in  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  Nov.  30. 

All  Causes 1075 

SpBCiriBD  Causes 1074 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contiigioas)  Diseases,  390 ;  among 
which,  of— 

Small  Pcix 46 

Measles  SO 

Scarlatina  66 

Hooptng  Cough  I 

Croup  

Thrush    

Diarrhoea    

Dysentery  

Cholera    0 

Influenza 3 

T^mbus S3 

II.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  13S ; 
among:  which,  of— 

Inflammation I 

Dropsy S4 

Scrofula S 

Cancer S3 

Atrophy 9 

Debility  17 

Sudden  Deaths 96 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  148;  amonf 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus 18 

Apoplexy 96 

Paralysis 18 

Convulsions   53 

Insanity  0 

Delirium  Tremens   5 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lunirs,  and  of  the 
other  Ornns  of  Respiration,  323 ; 
amonff  which,  of 

Pneumonia 130 

Hydrothorax 4 

Asthma  33 

Phthisis  or  Consumption  —  130 
Diseases  of  the  Lun^s,  Sec. ...     30 
v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels    89 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other   Organs  of  Digestion,  80 
among:  which,  of— 

Teething 18 

Gastritis 0 

Enteritis 13 

Tabes  15 

Hernia 4 

Disease  of  Stomach,  Sfcc ,   4 

Disease  of  Liver,  Stc 10 

VII.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc IS 

YIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Uterus, 
Sec.  13 :  among  which,  of— 

Childbirth  10 

Disease  of  Uterus 3 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,  Aw 4 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  CeUular  Tissue,  frc.      i 

XI.-OldAge V ^^ 

XII.— Violence.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 

perance •••••    W 


NOTICE. 

Dr.  Hastings  and  Dr.  Storks'  oommnni- 
cation  has  been  received,  and  shall  appear 

ncxtweek._       

Wilson  fr  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  ^^^  state   do  not  bear  medicine  except  in 

Qjf  ^,12  the  mildest  forms,  nor  is  it  necessary,  for  we 

'NATTITlF     and     treatment     of  ^^  ^^^  called  upon  to  treat  an  active  disease, 

"ni?i?m3TwrfTi'i?c  ^^^  **°  ^®  expect  any  sudden  or  immediate 

DEFORMITIES,  change  ;  but  rather  to  assist  than  supersede 

Delhered  at  ihe  Bloonubury  Square  nature  in   her  efforts.     The  form   I  have 

Institution.  ordered  is  "^ss.  of  the  Tincture  to  ^vj.  of 

By  R.  W.  Tamplin,  F.R.C.S.E.  ^^^^^*  °^  ""^^^^  ^^®y  ***^®'  ^  *^«*^®  months  of 

o            ^   ^1.    t    4,'s.  ••  >£c,  one  tea- spoonful,   two  or  three  times 

Sursreon  to  the  Institution.  ,*./      .-,         ^         -'       «.    ^  *                ri 

"         _____  daily  ;  if  two  years  of  age,  two  tea-spoonfuls 

at  a  dose,  and  so  on  in  proportion ;  and  in 

IVeatment  qf  Genu  ffalgum  or  knock-knee  this  way  all  the  good  effects  expected  are 

by  general  meane—and  mechanical,  eur-  derived  without  the  risk  of  gastric  irritation. 

gicalandmechanieal—Genu  extrortum  or  Yom  will  6nd  it  necessary  to  pay  attention  to 

outward  inclination  of  the  knees— treat-  the  diet  also,  which  should  consist  of  milk, 

ment  qf  ditto.  eggs,  meat,  and  plain  food.     These  unfortu- 

We   will  now  consider   the    treatment,  nate  children  are  dosed  vrith,  what  is  called, 

which  consists  of  general,  mechanical,  and  "  tea,"  which  means  warm  water,  night  and 

surgical  and   mechanical    means  combined,  morning,  with  bread  and  butter,  which  is  far 

In  children,  when  the  deformity  is  slight,  or  from  sufficient  nourishment ;  occasionally  I 

when  there  is  great  mobility  of  thd  joint,  so  recommend   small  quantities  of  beer ;    by 

that  the  legs  can  with  slight  force  be  brought  these  means  the  improvement  is  generally 

into  the  straight  position,   and   when    the  rapid,  if  properly  followed  up  by  the  parent 

general  health  is,  and  has  been  disturbed,  or  attendants  of  the  qhild.     If,  then,  the 

from  whatever  cause,  your  attention  must  be  deformity  is  to  any  extent  beyond  what  we 

directed  to  the  improvement  of  the  general  should  call  incipient,  you  will  derive  much 

health    in   the  first   instance,   and  to   the  benefit  from  the  use  of  the  straight  wooden 

removal  of  the  causes  of  such  disturbance,  if  splint,  either  applied  by  strapping  it  to  the 

they  still  exist.     You  will,  as  I  mentioned  to  limb  through  its  entire  length,  or  with  straps 

yon,   find    the    secretions    unhealthy,    the  and  bandages,  as  we  use  at  this  charity.     If, 

appetite  bad,  the  surface  soft  and  flabby,  and  however,  the  deformity  is  to  any  extent,  you. 

a  generally  diminished  tone  of  all  the  tissues,  will  find  the  splint  I  have  adopted  and  used 

occasionally — I  may  say  frequently  ;  the  ab-  with  great  comfort  to  the  patient  and  satis- 

domen  large  and  tumid,  either  with  or  with-  faction  to  myself,  the  best  mechanical  means, 

out  mesenteric  disease.     You  will  then  have  either  with  or  without  an  operation  (Fig.  1). 

recourse  to  those  measures  of  relief  which  In  the  most  severe  deformity  in  a  child  under 

may  appear  best  adapted  to  each  individual,  five  years  of  age,  you  may  cure  it  in  this  way, 

I  have  found  alterative  doses  of  the  Hydrar-  provided  you  proceed  cautiously,  and  keep 

gyri  c.  Creta  every  other  night,  continued  the  limb  in  its  proper  position,  well  adapted 

for  some  time  (say  two  or  three  grains),  ac-  to  the  splint,  which  admits  of  being  applied 

cording  to  the  age  of  the  child,  of  great  use,  in  any  position  in  which  the  limb  may  be, 

with  Tincture  of  the  Sesquichloride  of  Iron,  from  the  most  simple  to  the  most  severe  case, 

in  small  doses,  administered  three  times  a  I  have  used  with  advantage  a  splint  made 

day,  either  in  water  or  Infusion  of  Calumba.  of  two  zinc  plates,  the  one  portion  to  corre- 

I  say  small  doses,  for  I  have  frequently  seen  spond  with  the  thigh,  the  other  with  the  leg, 

irritation  set  up  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  as  in  the  splint  represented,  but  instead  of  a 

the  alimentary  canal,  from  what  is  generally  screw,   a   straight   piece   of  iron  or   wood 

considered  as  an  ordinary  dose.  Children  in  attached  by  a  hinge  to  the  centre  of  each  of 

890.— XXXV.  2  A 
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the  portioni  of  the  splint  on  the  outeide. 
The  line,  from  being  soft,  Rdmita  of  being 
applied  close  to  the  limb,  and  cui  be  fixed 
b;  means  of  strapping  in  the  position  in 
vhich  the  joint  is ;  n  webbing  strap  passed 
round  the  knee  and  over  the  connecting 
piece  of  iron,  will  b;  gradually  tightening  it, 
effectually  straighten  the  limb.  In  soma  I 
hate  alao  added  a  joint  in  the  centre  of  the 
iron  to  coirespood  with  the  knee-joint,  so  as 
to  allow  of  flexion  and  Bitcniion,  but  I 
prefer  the  knees  being  kept  extended. 
Fio.  1. 


IHunm  of  the  ipllnt,  which  coniisls,  as  may  be 
obKned,  of  two  portioni,  (he  one  Air  the  IhiEli, 
tbt  other  for  the  is,  anil  united  br  meinaof  ■ 
bJDse,  flied  OD  the  oalside  of  the  tplinli. 
Straps  are  altemateiy  placed  tbroughaul  the 
entire  lenfth,  «  that  the  leg  ii  retained  in  po- 
dtlou  both  iDlheposlerior  and  lateral  turAiceg. 
By  meana  of  the  male  ind  female  screw  at  tfae 

exten^on  can  be  gndoallir  kept  up. 
Of  conrae  tbe  division  of  the  tendon 
will  expedite  the  treatment,  but  not,  I  think, 
niffidently  to  warrant  iti  being  done  at  tbii 
early  period.  At  a  later  period,  howerer, 
wh^  the  tendon  is  very  tense,  I  would  ad- 
vise ita  section,  which  jod  will  do  in  the 
fbllowing  manner      Let  the  patient  lie  on  his 


cradually  n 
lowed.      If 


side,  and  let  the  assistant  place  one  band 
under  the  tower  portion  of  the  inner  ride  of 
the  thigh ,  so  that  the  leg  rests  as  it  were  on 
his  hand,  and  with  the  other  band  grasping 
the  Irg,  let  hitu  endeavour  to  straighten  it. 
In  this  way  the  tendon  will  bo  rendered 
more  tense,  and  may  be  readily  felt  as  it 
passes  on  the  outside  of  the  joint.  You 
then  introduce  a  small  gharp.poialed  knife 
under  it,  turn  the  sharp  edge  towards  the 
tendon,  and  divide  it;  or  yon  may  adopt  this 
plan,  which  is  sometimes  preferable  1  directthe 
patieottoflei  the  leg,  and  direct  the  assistaot 
offer  some  reaiatancc,  in  this  way  the  tendon 
is  raised,  as  it  were,  from  the  jmnt,  when  by 
Ipasuug  the  knife  under  it,  the  assistant  at 
the  same  time  forcibly  straightening  the 
leg )  then  on  turning  the  sharp  edge  towards 
the  teodon  you  will  find  it  is  divided  moat 
easily  ;  but  yon  must  be  careful  the  knib 
does  not  pass  through  the  skin,  as  by  the 
luddeaness  with  which  it  is  done  there  is 
some  risk  of  this  occurring. 

You  may  occasionally  £vide  the  peroneal 
nerve  ;  I  have  done  so  in  two  instances ; 
paralysis  of  the  flexors  of  the  foot  was  the  re- 
sult in  both  cases,  which  continued  from 
light,  or  ten  weeks,  but  the  power 
returned,  and  no  evil  result  fol- 
1f  yon  pass  jour  knife  carefblly 
under  and  close  to  the  tendon,  not  beyond 
it,  you  will  not  divide  the  nerve,  exc^  it 
ia  lying  upon  the  tendon  :  it  is  as  Well  to 
use  every  precaution  to  avoid  thii,  as  the 
paralysis  occasions  a  good  deal  of  doubt  and 
uneasiness  to  the  patient,  or  friends,  which 
yon  will  find  the  greatest  difficulty  in  allay- 
ing, as  they  nill  tell  fou  they  fear  the  loss  of 
the  uieof  the  foot,  which  in  fact  is  for  a  time 
actually  the  case.  You  then  place  a  piece  of 
lint  and  atiapping  over  the  point  of  pvnc- 
tnre,  and  support  the  lint  with  a  bandage, 
either  with  or  withont  a  splint ;  I  prefer  io 
all  cases  the  use  of  the  splint,  as  it  serres  to 
keep  the  joint  motionless,  and  adds  much  to 
the  comfort  of  the  patient.  In  the  ooursa 
of  three  or  four  days  yon  will  generally  find 
the  puncture  healed ;  yon  then  apply  the 
Splint,  and  proceed  with  the  eiteouon,  more 
or  less  rapidly,  according  to  the  severity  of 
the  case,  the  rigidity  Inet  with,  end  the  pain 
experienced  by  the  patient ;  for  I  need  not 
tell  you,  that  the  restoration  of  the  Hmb  to 
ita  natural  position,  after  yean  of  ita  \>eiag 
kept  in  the  tnalposition,  ia  always  attended 
vritb  pain  ;  the  pain,  however,  should  never 
be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  appetite,  or 
rest  of  the  patient :  this  yon  may  regard  as  n 
guide  in  the  treatmcot.  I  am  now  speaking, 
recollect,  of  the  pain  in  the  joint  itself,  not 
that  which  may  be  occaaioned  by  undue  pres- 
sore,  which  last  ought  to  be  immediately  le. 
lieved  ;  yon  must  at  all  times  he  careful  that 
the  preoure  is  uniform  throoghout  the  entire 
extremity,  as  yoD  may  beinconvenienced,  and 
have  the  treatment  retarded,  by  a  slow  and 
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open  wonnd.  After  the  limb  is  restored  fects  both  legs.  You  will  occasionally,  but 
to  its  perfectly  straight  or  natural  position,  rarely,  find  it  in  one  extremity,  and  com- 
you  will  order  upright  supports  from  the  bined,  as  you  are  aware,  with  knock-knee 
bips  downwards,  and  keep  the  knee>joint  in  in  the  fellow-limb.  It  does  not  appear  to 
the  straight  position  during  the  time  ezer-  arise  from  any  alteration  in  the  relative  posi- 
cnse  is  taken  ;  the  leg  may  be  flexed  and  ex-  tion  of  the  articular  surfaces  of  the  tibia  or 
tended  at  other  times.  These  supports  femur,  or  from  any  change  in  the  healthy 
must  be  continued  night  and  day,  until  the  condition  of  the  ligaments  attached,  at  least 
patient  is  enabled  to  stand  and  walk  without  not  permanently,  but  occurs  in  this  way.  If 
the  joints  yielding,  and  must  not  be  omitted  the  tibia  is  curved  outwardly  in  one  sweep, 
before,  as  a  relapse  will  certainly  be  the  con-  commencing  just  above  the  internal  malleo- 
aequence,  independently  of  prolonging  the  lus,  the  head  of  the  bone  is  of  course  thrown 
treatment.  In  slight  cases,  in  the  adult  or  more  outwardly  than  is  natural ;  the  femur 
youth,  irons  alone,  the  knees  being  kept  being  held  firmly  by  the  connecting  liga- 
straigfat,  perfect  the  cure  of  this  deformity,  ments,  and  being  freely  moveable  in  the  hip- 
and  in  a  short  time,  compared  with  the  more  joint,  as  a  matter  of  course  follows  the  di- 
severe.  In  children,  when  merely  incipient,  the  rection  of  the  tibia;  then  the  legs  diverge 
use  of  the  rocking-horse,  with  attention  to  the  from  each  other  in  one  uninterrupted  curved 
general  health,  will  supersede  the  necessity  line  from  the  hips  to  the  ankles,  and  if  you 
of  mechanical  treatment,  as  there  is  a  con-  grasp  the  thigh  firmly,  and  then  attempt  to 
stant  effort  made  in  riding  to  cling  to  the  straighten  the  limb,  you  will  find  by  doing 
horse,  and  adduct  the  legs  ;  hence  the  bowed  so,  which  you  generally  can  to  a  greater  or 
condition  of  the  legs  of  those  accustomed  less  extent,  that  an  iaterspace  can  be  felt 
from  early  life  to  horse  exercise  It  is  of  no  between  the  internal  condyle  of  the  femur, 
use  to  attempt  to  straighten  the  legs  solely  and  the  internal  articular  surface  of  the 
with  irons,  if  the  deformity  exists  to  any  ex-  head  of  the  tibia,  showing  that  in  their 
tent,  as  the  legs  will  rotate  in  them,  and  the  curved  position  the  articular  surfaces  still 
thigtk  and  leg  become  everted,  which  dis-  remain  in  actual  contact,  and  that  the  de- 
guises,  but  does  not  relieve,  the  deformity,  formity  does  not  consist  in  a  relaxed  con- 
Numerous  cases  of  the  kind  have  presented  dition  of  the  ligaments,  but  in  the  articular 
themselves  at  this  Institution.  Irons  are  surface  being  thrown  out  of  its  natural 
only  of  use  in  severe  cases,  after  the  legs  are  horizontal  position.  Outward  inclination 
straightened,  in  maintaining  the  position,  by  will  occasionally  be  met  with  to  a  great  ex- 
assisting  the  joints  to  bear  the  superincum-  tent,  the  knees  being  several  inches  apart, 
bent  weight  of  the  body  during  the  time  whilst  the  internal  malleoli  are  in  actual 
they  are  incapable  of  doing  so  unaided,  and  contact ;  it  is  combined  in  these  severe 
allowing  exercise  to  be  taken  whilst  the  cases  with  talipes  valgus,  as  in  knock-knee, 
ligaments  are  gaining  strength,  which  exer-  only  with  this  difference,  that  in  knock-knee 
cise  improves  the  general  health  and  strength  the  articular  cavity  of  the  ankle-joint  is  in 
of  the  patients,  and  enables  them  to  follow  an  oblique  lateral  direction,  the  outer  side 
their  usual  occupations  without  risk  of  re-  being  raised  and  higher  than  the  inner, 
lapse.  It  is  a  common  thing  to  find  fe-  while  in  outward  inclination  of  the  knee  you 
males  with  a  slight  deformity  of  this  kind,  have  just  the  reverse,  namely,  the  inner  side 
or  a  tendency  to  it,  which  I  attribute  to  the  is  raised,  the  outer  depressed ;  in  the  one 
great  width  of  the  pelvis,  compared  to  that  case,  the  stretching  and  elongation  of  the 
of  the  male,  and  which  causes  the  thighs  to  internal  lateral  ligaments  arises  principally 
be  separated  from  each  other  to  such  an  ex-  from  the  pressure  occasioned  by  the  weight  of 
tent  at  the  upper  part,  that  the  articular  ex-  the  body ;  in  the  other,  it  occurs  from  the 
tremities  of  the  lower  ends  or  condyles  are  raised  portion  of  the  internal  malleolus,  corn- 
necessarily  placed  in  an  increased  oblique  bined  with,  the  weight  of  the  body ;  or  if  the 
position,  the  internal  condyle  projecting  :  astragalus  keeps  its  relative  position  in  th6 
this  alteration  in  the  pelvic  extremities  is,  articular  cavity,  the  patient  will  be  thrown  on 
as  yon  are  aware,  the  only  change  that  takes  the  outer  edge  of  the  foot ;  but  as  the  outer 
place  (in  my  opinion)  when  the  deformity  edge  is  the  first  portion  which  touches  the 
•rises  without  debility,  or  when  the  articu-  ground  in  these  cases,  when  the  weight 
Isr  sor&cea  of  the  femur  are  in  their  actual  of  the  body  is  thrown  upon  it,  it  is  forced 
proper  contact  in  every  direction  with  the  upwards  until  the  whole  of  the  sole  of  the 
articular  surface  of  the  head  of  the  tibia.  foot  touches  the  ground,  and  this  can  only 
I  must  now  draw  your  attention  to  another  take  place  by  the  elongation  of  the  interned 
deformityof  the  knee,  namely,  outward  incli-  lateral  ligament:  yon  will  perceive  what  I 
nation,  or  genu  extrorsum  (see  fig.  2.)  ;  this  mean  by  referring  to  the  cast  before  you. 
is  also  a  very  common  affection  in  children.  This  deformity  arises  during  the  early  period 
whose  constitution  is  naturally  unhealthy,  and  of  childhood;  I  have  never  seen  it  occur  at 
who  are  rachitic,  and  ia  invariably  combined  a  later  period,  nor  can  it,  if  my  opinion  be 
mth  curvature  of  the  tibia  and  fibuhi,  which  true  that  the  curvature  in  the  bone^  is  the 
I  regard  as  the  immediate  cause;  the  pa-  primary  cause,  as  this  softened  condition  of 
tient  appears  to  be  bow-legged,  when  it  af-  the  osseous  system  is  as  a  rule  confined  to 
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liitcly  il 


e  the  Id 


miiUroJui,  anil  Che  nltal 


<mA  tht  rciwral  cum  of  the  tibii,  commmcInK 
niUal  conililion  ot  tbe  Intemiil  niBllwIua,  u 


childhood ;  the  bonu  becoming  hardened  oi 
the  child  iucreaiea  ia  ige,  and  the  general 
health  improTci,  after  the  irriUtion  of  teeth. 
iug,  and  the  eruptive  diBeases  have  ceased  to 
eiiit,  proridedtbeosseouBdiienseiinot  cod- 
itituliomJ.  or  coune  ;ou  hare  the  rachitic 
condition  in  patienti  who  have  arrived,  or 
nearlj  ao,  at  adult  age.  but  theie  affections 
differ  Aum  thoie  in  vrhich  the  bonea  mereljr 
jield,  Tot  in  theae  latter,  not  only  a  yielding, 
but  a  briltleneaa  of  the  bonei  general!)'  ei> 
iits,  which  admita  of  fracture  from  alight 
cauaea,  at  in  the  fragilitaa  oaseum  met  with 
in  old  people  ;  patienta  thna  aflected  nalk  ia 
a  verj  unsteady  manner,  with  what  ia  called 
rolling  from  i 


t  loli 


Other 


that  frei 


which  ia  natural  in  the  normal  position  o 
the  knee-joint.  It  ia  true  the  knee  ii 
flexed  and  eitcnded,  but  not  to  iti  full  ez< 


tion  to  the  deviaUon  from  the  atraight  line  ; 
it  ii  a  hideoua  deformity,  giving  the  patient 
an  appearance  of  diminiahed  iize  and  Btatnre, 
and  it  ii  inatantlj'  recogiiiKd  hj  every  indi. 
vidua!.  Tlie  treatment  ia  general  and  me- 
chanical; in  children  affected  with  this  defor- 
mity, you  will  find  very  generally  that  un- 
healthy state  of  CDDStitutioD  I  have  already 
deacribed,  existing  with  thoae  affected  with 
the  last  mentioned  deformity ;  thia  muat,  of 
(■urse,  be  attended  to  by  adminiatering  al- 
teradrea  and  Coaica,  with  atlenUon  to  the 
diet.  The  mechanical  meann  we  adopt  con- 
aist  of  straight  aplinti  on  the  inner  tide  of 
the  leg,  eitending  high  up  above  the  knee, 
and  below  the  internal  malleolua,  well 
padded  at  the  pointi  of  preasure,  and  webbing 
atrapE  applied  round  the  leg  and  splint,  aO 
that  ■  conatant  itesdy  pressure  may  be  Iiept 
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UP  .  it  is  only  by  the  most  gradual  and  nn-  felt  on  the  dorsum  ilii.  The  limb  was 
itlterrupted  treatment  that  good  can  be  ob-  shortened  two  inches  :  crepitation 
taincd,  for  yon  must  recoUect  that  not  only  could  not  be  detected  by  extension  and 
the  knees,  but  the  bones  also,  are  affected,  rotation,  and  the  to^  were  inverted, 
and  a  child  cannot  bear  any  amount  of  con-  The  case  had  been  supposed  one  of 
tinned  pressure ;  it  must  be  so  applied  that  dislocation,  and  an  attempt  had  been 
the  child  is  subjected  to  no  pain.  This  rule  made,  by  the  aid  of  the  pulleys,  to  eflfect 
must  be  invariably  your  guide  ;  you  can  in     reduction. 

this  way  in  young  subjects  overcome  the  ^^  ^^vq  visit  next  day  the  symptoms 
deformity,  and  if  the  splints  are  carefully  ^^^  unchanged,  but  considerable 
applied,  the  little  patient  can  widk  with  j^^i^^^g  ^f  motion,  capability  of  re- 
greater  comfort  and  firmness  with  them  gj^^i^g  (ijg  normal  length  of  the  limb 
than  without  them.     Irons  have  been  and  extension,  and  its  immediate  re- 

are  daily  used ;  I  object  to  them,  b«:ause  ^rtS.  convinced  us  that  frac 
you  cannot  keep  up  sudiunm^^^^^  uref  ani'    not    dislocation,    existed. 

St"ar:iLu7L%r^^.  Krt'  The  advanced  age  of  the  parent  for- 
Su  unless.  It 'will  occupy  many  bade  retentive  measures  and  the  lim^^ 
months,  which  it  U  as  weU  to  inform  the  being  placed  m  the  easiest  position, 
patients,  or  friends,  as  they  will  become  fomentations  were  applied.  Consider- 
impatient  and  dissatisfied.  With  regard  to  able  pain  and  constitutional  disturbance 
those  who  have  been  thus  afflicted  for  years,  followed,  which  soon  subsided,  and  he 
when  the  bones  are  consolidated,  it  is  a  left  the  hospital  in  December,  with  the 
question  if  you  should  try  or  advise  any  \\^\^  shortened  and  everted^  but  its 
treatment ;  you  must  recollect  the  articular  functions  rapidly  returning.  The  in- 
surfaces  are  not  in  fault;  therefore,  if  you  yersion,  and  the  absence  ofcrepitation, 
straighten  the  leg  at  the  expense  of  the  ar-  ^^^^  ^^g  ^^jy  symptoms  whicn  could 
ticular  surfaces,  you  cannot  expect  the  pa-  j^jgiead  in  this  case,  and  the  capabiUty 
tient  to  be  enabled  to  manage  without  a  ^^  making  considerable  abduction,  the 
support.    We  have  bad  one  patient  m  the     ^^^^^  •  ^^  .^i  motion,  the  restoration 

Charity,  above  twenty-six  years  of  age,  who  healthy   length  by   extension, 

was  d^-j^^jl  j^Xr^^^^^  completely  contra-indicated  the  con- 

TrSuVt"  hS  t'tM  CWviJedTe  ditioL  demoted  by  the  two  fin^t  svmp- 
i7mUmembra„'ous  and  tendinous  tendons,  toms,  and  should  have  prevented  the 
andstraightened  the  legs  about  half,  by  means  erroneous  diagnosis  arrived  at. 
of  the  splint,  which  1  adopt  in  knock-knee ;  The  extent  of  shortening,  two  inches, 
the  splint  being  applied  on  the  inner  side  of  rendered  it  likely  the  fracture  was  ex- 
thc  leg.  A  great  improvement  in  his  ap-  ternal  to  the  capsule,  and  that,  there- 
pearance  is  the  result,  but  not  such  as  would  fore,  union  without  shortening  might 
have  induced  me  to  have  submitted  to  the  be  effected.  Had  the  patient  been 
treatment,  or  advise  its  being  done  in  simi-    young,  middle  aged,  or  slightly  beyond 

hir  cases.  ____-    ^^  latter,  an  attempt  to  procure  union 

— «  ^„  ^„^  ™wTTT>      without  shortening  would  have  been 

ON  FRACTURES  OF  THE  FEMUR,     perfectly  safe,  and  very  probably  sue- 

By  W.  Lyon,  Esa.  cessful.     It  is  not  so,  however,  in  the 

Lecturer  on  Surgery,  and  lately  one  of  the    aered,  as  I  have  oftener  than  once  seen 

Surgeons  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary.         exemplified.    This  danger  is  generally 

[Continued  from  p.  346.]  acknowledged,  but  in  several  cases  I 

(For  the  Medical  Gazette.)  have  witnessed  the  pain  after  an  acci- 

dent  of  this  kind  to  be  so  severe,  and  to 

Case  Y^,— Fracture  of  cervix  femoris,    be  inducing  and  keeping  up  such  an 

or    ti  ochanter-^invertion  of  foot —    amount  of  excitement,  as  to  incite  to 

mistake  in  diagnosis.  the  application  of  the  usual  apparatus, 

J  M  ffit  71.  Oct.  4,  1841.— This  old    with  the  view  of  keeping  the  injured 

man  fell  from  a  stair,  and  alighted  on    and  highly  exci^d  parts  at  rest.    From 

a  Dumn ;  but  whether  he  received  the    this  the  worst  effects  arise  :  the  patient 

shock  over  the  point  of  injury  is  not    la  kept  constantly  resting  on  the  same 

stated  P*'^^'  ^"^  ^"*™  '^®  diminished  power 

It  i's  noted  in  the  journal,  that  he    of  the  nervous  and  sanguineous  systems 

complained  of  pain  at  hip-joint,  where    consequent  on  old  age,  sloughing,  or 

S™con?rderableswem^     and    ^^^^"^tion  of  the  soft  parU  exp^^^^ 

rigidity  of  muscles,  with  a  prominence    pressure-the  nates  and  sacrum-are 

reSling  the  trochanter  major,  to  be    almost  sure  to  occur.    Constant  pain. 
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restlessness,  and  irritation,  are  thus  in-  an  easy,  and  as  far  as  possible  normal 
duced  ;  the  deepening  and  extending  of  position,  obviate  pressing  symptoms, 
the  sores  bring  on  hectic,  with  proruse  permit  such  motion  as  the  feelings  of 
perspiration  and  diarrhoea,  and  these,  the  patient  demand ;  allow  him  to  rise 
added  to  the  disturbance  occasioned  by  when  able,  and  trust  to  the  aggluti- 
the  local  effects  of  the  injury,  soon  nation  of  the  surrounding  tissues,  the 
prove  fatal.  It  may  be  insisted,  that  apposition  and  union  of  the  often  broad 
the  patient  is  not  only  as  well  able,  surfaces  of  the  fracture,  a  «a/«  attempt 
but  IS  better  able,  to  shift  his  posi-  to  cure,  and  in  general,  a  very  service- 
tion  with,  than  without  the  apparatus,  able,  though  abbreviated  limb. 
Feasible  as  this  may  appear,  it  is  not  It  may  be  urged  that  this  was  not  a 
the  case,.and  besides,  he  is  much  longer  case  of  fracture  through  trochanter,  or 
confined,  not  only  to  the  bed,  but  to  one  neck  external  to  the  capsule,  and  that 
position,  when  he  has,  than  when  he  has  union  was  not  effected,  the  cure  being 
hot,  the  apparatus  applied,  and  of  course,  accomplished  by  formation  of  a  false 
ulceration,  or  sloughing,  are  in  propor-  joint,  or  rather  by  the  absorption  and 
tion  more  apt  to  be  occasioned.  Nor  rounding;  off  of  the  surfaces  at  the 
is  retention  by  apparatus  of  so  much  fractured  part,  the  weight  of  the  body 
importance  as  at  first  sight  it  may  be  being  sustained  mainly  on  the  capsule, 
supposed.  When  the  fracture  is  partly  The  most  careful  examination  after  the 
within  and  partly  without  the  capsule,  cure  convinced  me  that  the  fracture 
or  in  the  cervix  external  to, the  cap-  had  occurred  at  the  trochanter,  and 
sule,  or  through  the  trochanter  major,  that  osseous  union  existed, 
osseous  union  is  of  course  usually  at-  The  most  positive  sign  of  fractore-— 
tainSible  in  the  young  or  middle  aged,  crepitation,  was  wanting  in  the  sub- 
In  the  a^ed,  however,  supposing  it  ject  of  our  remarks,  and  in  my  ex- 
always  possible  to  determine  the  exact  perience  in  similar  cases  I  have  fre- 
seat  of  the  fracture,  the  attempt  to  quently  found  it  so. 
procure  union,  even  in  fractures  ex-  When  the  shortening  is  so  consider- 
temal  to  the  capsule,  is  replete  with  able  that  the  one  fractured  surface  is 
danger,  and  making  it  is  the  more  re-  drawn  past  the  other,  of  course  crepita- 
prehensible,  that  ossific  union  can  be  tion  cannot  be  elicited;  but  even  when 
safely  obtained  without  it,  the  only  dif-  by  extension  they  are  brought  opposite 
ference  bein^,  that  the  limb  will  be  each  other,  and  moved,  this  sound  or 
shorter  than  its  fellow  and  somewhat  feeling  is  not  always  observed,  as  the 
weak ;  conditions,  however,  much  to  case  detailed  exemplified, 
be  regretted,  the  avoidance  of  which  For  this,  various  reasons  may  be 
is  not  to  be  sought  for,  at  the  peril  of  given.  When  there  has  not  been  dis- 
life.  placement,  crepitation  may  be  pre- 
I  am  aware  that  the  attempt  to  pro-  vented  by  the  unlacerated  investments 
cure  ossific  union  by  the  use  of  the  not  permitting  sufficient  motion;  or, 
common  apparatus,  in  fractures  ap-  it  may  likewise  be  prevented  by  much 
parently  external   to  the  capsule   m  irregularity  of  the  fractured  surfaces, 


not  now,  in  patients  above  sixty,  es-  I  have  seen  it  impracticable  to  produce 

pecially  of  weakly  habit,  emaciated,  crepitation  in  fracture  of  the  tibia,  or 

and  to  be  treated  m  an  hospital,  upon  to  restore  the  proper  direction  of  the 

any   account    undertake    the   serious  foot,  and  much  deformity  and  eversion 

responsibility.    In  more  than  one  in-  thereby  result.    Or  again,  the  sur&ces 

stance  I  have  tried  the  practice ;  ulce-  may  have  broken  smoothly,  and  crepi- 

ration  or  sloughing  have  always  super-  tation  be  prevented  by  copious  san- 

vened,  the  patients  have  died,  and  I  guineous  extravasation :   or  a  portion 

have  found   the  fractures    extending  of  muscle  may  slip  in  and  keep  sepa- 

through  the  trochanter.    Better  far,  in  rate  the  surfaces.    We  see,  therefore, 

truth  our  imperative  duty,  to  place  the  that  the  absence  of  crepitation  does 

limb,  as  was  done  in  the  subject  whose  not  indicate  the  absence  of  fracture ; 

case  originated  the  present  remarks,  in  and  recollecting  that  crepitation  from 

, ■ » thick  or  viscid  secretions  into  or  around 

♦  Luton's  Practical  Surgery,  p.  76.  an  articulation  is  not  unusual,  neither 
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is  the  presence  of  crepitation  to  be  another,  so  as  to  maintain  inversion ; 

taken  as  an  undoubted  symptom  that  that  the  investments  intact  anteriorly 

the  bone  has  ffiven  way.    It  follows  hold  the  fragments  in  contact,  while 

from  this,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  being  lacerated  posteriorly,  they  per- 

investments  are  sometimes  unlacerated,  mit  separation  and  turning  in  of  the 

and  do  not  permit  displacement,  that  foot ;   that  the  fracture  running  ob« 

there  may  be  no  shortening,  no  crepi-  liquely  inwards  and  backwards,  the 

tation,  no  eversion,  and  vet  the  cervix  rotators    acting    upon    the    internal 

or  trochanter  be  fractured.    We  know,  extremity  of  the  fragment,  no  longer 

too,  that  when  the  hip-joint  has  been  fixed,  will  draw  it  Imckwards,  and  of 

simply  bruised,   to  prevent  the  pain  course  turn  the  toe  in  the  opposite 

arising  from  motion,  or  involuntarily  direction ;  that  the  same  muscles,  the 

from    the   effects  of  the  injury,  the  external  rotators,  may,  by  pricking  of 

surrounding    muscles    contract,    and  the  fragments,  be  excited  to  increased 

the  head  of  the  femur  is  drawn  and  action,  and,  acting  on  the  shaft  unat- 

kept  up  to  the  superior  part  of  the  tached  to  the  cervix,  will  likewise  turn 

acetabulum,  causing  the  limb  to  appear  the  toe  inwards ;  or,  that,  independent 

shorter,  thus  similating  fracture ;  and,  of  any  of  those   conditions,  on   pro- 

if  conjoined  with  synovial  crepitation,  ducin^   some  of  them,  the  violence 

being  peculiarlv  apt  to  mislead.    We  inflicting  the  injury  may  be  so  applied 

thus  perceive  that  it  may  be  difficult,  as  to  turn  the  trochanter  forwaros,  and 

if  not  impossible,  always  to  distinguish  consequently  the    great  toe  inwards, 

bruise  from  fracture ;  and  likewise  that  In    whatever  way   the   inversion   be 

rude  examination  may  convert  a  frac-  accounted  for,  we  believe,  as  we  found 

ture  without  displacement   into   one  to  happen,  that  it  will,  by  the  weight 

with  shortening  of  the  member.  of  the  limb,  or  the  restored  balance  of 

Not  only,  then,  may  there  be  frac-  muscular  action,  generally  merge  into 

ture  while  there  is  no  crepitation,  and  the  opposite  condition  of  eversion,  with 

little  or  no  shortening,  but,  as  our  case  whicn  state  of  foot  our  patient  was 

proves,   the  injury  may   exist   while  discharged. 

another  symptom,  eversion,  is  likewise  Nevertheless,  of  the  absence  of  cre- 

wanting,  and  not  only  wanting,  but  pitation  and  of  shortening,  if  inversion 

the    contrary    condition  —  inversion,  existed  after  an  injuqr  of  the  hip-joint, 

one  of  the  symptoms  of  dislocation —  seeing  that  it  occasionally  exists  in 

may  be  present.  fracture,  and  not  in  any  otner  kind  of 

The  fact  of  the  occurrence  of  inver-  injury,  with  exception  of  several  species 

sion  being  known,  I  am  not  sure  that  of  dislocation,  in  which  there  is  always 

any  practical  advantage  may  be  gained  shortening,  we  would,  if  it  were  present 

by  attempting  to  account  for  the  mode  in  those  circumstances,  have  tolerably 

of  its  production,  the  more  especially  strong  reasons  to  believe  that  it  de- 

that  it  will  be  impossible  to  ascertain  pended  on  fracture, 

which  of  the  various  causes  on  which  There  is  a  symptom  of  fracture  not 

it  is  asserted  to  depend  is  present  in  yet  mentioned,  the  comparative  seg- 

any  given  case,     l    must,    however,  ment  of  a  circle  in  which  the  tro- 

^uaUfy  this  opinion  bv  stating  that  as  it  chanter   of  the  injured  side  rotates, 

IS  desirable  to  rectify  the  position  of  which  can  always  be  observed  when 

the  foot  if  inverted,  so  are  its  causes  im-  shorteninjf  is  present,  and  occasionally 

portant  to  be  known,  that  we  may  be  when  it  is  absent :    we  have  almost 

able  safely  to  attempt  its  removal.  always  been  able  to  detect  a  marked 

I  believe  that  some  of  its  causes  difference  between  the  rotation  of  the 

have  been  demonstrated  by  inspection  trochanter  on  the  injured  and  opposite 

of  the  injured  parts :   others  are  only  sides,  a  difference  not  only  showinsf  the 

inferred  from  supposition  or  analogy,  non-existence  of  dislocation,  in  wnich 

The  state  of  the  bone,  the  direction  of  the  trochanter   cannot   be   made   to 

the  fracture,  the  shape  of  the  frag-  revolve,  but  in  many  cases  unequivo- 

ments,  the  conditions  of  the  invest-  cally  establishing,  even  although  the 

ments,  the  action  of  particular  muscles,  general  signs  are  absent  ^that  mcture 

the  direction  of  the  inflicting  force,  nas  been  suffered ;  to  decide,  however, 

have  been  shewn  or  surmised.  by  this  sign  on  the  exact  point  of  the 

We  can  suppose  that  the  one  fra^-  cervix,  reckoning   the    trochanter  as 

ment  may  be  driven  in,  or  locked  in  part  of  it,  in  wiiieh  the  fracture  is 
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situated,  cannot,  we  fear,  be  done  with  by  the  usual  apparatus ;  and  in  another 

a  very  close  approximation  to  esac-  of  sixty-five,  the  limb  was  supported 

titude.  in  an  easy  position   by  pillows,  and 

With  all  the  difficulties  arising  from  fomentations  applied.   She  was  allowed 

the  absence  of  one  or  more  of  the  to  shift  when  inclined,  and  in  a  few 

usual  symptoms,  or  the  presence  of  any  weeks  left  the  hospital  with  the  fracture 

of  those  contra-indicating,  it  is  seldom  united,  and  with    the   limb,   thous^h 

they  are  all  combined  m  one  case;  shortened,  rapidly  gaining  strength: 

ana  it  must  be  rare  indeed,  where  there  thus   corroborating,  when   contrasted 

is  any  displacement,  that  the  skilful  with  some  of  the  other  cases,  the  pro- 

and  careful  practitioner  cannot  distin-  priety   of    not    employing    retentive 

guish    the   easily,  though    painful Iv,  means  in  patients  of  advanced   age, 

moved,  the  abbreviated,  but  readily  even  though  the  fracture  be  evidently 

extended,  limb,  and  rotated  fractured  external   to   the   capsule,   the   more 

cervix  or  trochanter,  from  the  dislo-  especially  as  without  them  ossification 

cated  member — rigid,  confined  in  its  and  a  useful  limb  can  be  quickly  and 

motions,  and  incapable  of  rotation  or  safely  obtained, 
extension  but  with  the  employment  of 

much  force.  Case  \W.^  Fracture  of  shaft  of /emw 

The  diaj;no8is  of  severe  bnuse  from  ^sl<nufking  —  death.      Post  mortem 

fracture  without  displacement  is  difii-  appearances. 
cult  in  all,  is  impracticable  in  many 

cases.  The  possibility  of  converting,  June  30th,  1842.  W.  M*K.  set.  77. 
bv  rude  examination,  fracture  without  Five  days  ago  fell  out  of  bed,  and 
displacement  into  fracture  with  dis-  fractured  femur  at  junction  of  middle 
placement,  should  be  kept  in  recollec-  with  upper  third,  where  soft  parts  are 
tion :  and  as  shortening,  though  ab-  swollen  and  tense.  Patient  has  para- 
sent  at  first,  sometimes  shows  itself  lysis  agitans,  is  very  feeble,  ana  has 
after  a  few  days,  a  case  dubious  one  irregularity  of  pulse, 
day  may  be  evident  enough  soon  after ;  The  limb  was  treated  by  Desault's 
points  which  may  give  rise  to  dis-  plan,  modified  as  formerly  described : 
agreeable  difierence  of  opinion  between  general  health  of  patient  was  attended 
one  practitioner  and  another,  and  be-  to ;  he  was  allowed  generous  diet, 
tween  the  surgeon  and  his  patient.  and,  after  a  short  while,  four  ounces  of 

Not  only  does  the  female  less  often  whiskey  daily, 
suffer  from  fracture  of  the  femur  than  The  skin  over  sacrum  soon  began  to 
the  male,  we  having  only  had  six  in  g[ive  way,  and  by  Aug.  9th,  at  which 
the  former,  while  we  had  thirty-five  in  time  motion  at  seat  of  fracture  was 
the  latter,  but  our  cases  strongly  show  still  perceptible,  and  in  opposition  to 
the  well  known-fact,  that  when  frac-  stimulants  of  various  kindjs,  and  the 
ture  of  the  femur  does  occur  in  the  constant  use  of  air  or  hair  pillows,  the 
female,  it  is  generally  in  the  cervix  sore  had  become  four  inches  in  di- 
or  trochanter,  for  out  of  our  six  ameter,  and  exposed  the  bone.  The 
examples  in  the  female  there  were  hy^  health  now  became  much  disturbed, 
of  the  trochanter  or  cervix ;  while  in  the  appetite  failed,  exhaustion  rapidly 
^irty-five  males  there  were  only  two  advanced,  and  he  died  on  the  11th  of 
with  the  fractures  at  those  parts.  August,  about  six  weeks  after  ad- 
There  was  reason  to  believe  that  mission, 
all  of  them  were  external  to  the  cap-  The  soft  tissues  around  fracture  were 
sule ;  two  of  them  were,  by  dissection,  found  thickened,  infiltrated,  vascular, 
shown  to  be  through  the  trochanter  and  with  a  few  osseous  particles  inter- 
major.  With  one  exception,  thepatients  spersed.  This  was  the  only  medium 
were  above  sixty  years  old.  in  three  bv  which  the  fragments  of  the  unusu- 
of  these,  retentive  means  were  used:  ally  thick  and  brittle  femur  were 
one  died  from  an  old  diarrhcsa,  aggra-  united. 

vated   by   sloughing ;    another   from  No   internal    morbid    appearances 

constitutional  irritation  and  sloughing ;  were  discovered, 

and  in  a  third  the  retentive  means  The  symptoms,  and  the  absence  of 

were  interrupted  on   account  of  in-  any  morbid  appearance,  excepting  the 

cipient.  slougninfl;.    In  one  under  fifty,  large  bad  sore,  entitle  us  to  conclude 

union  without  shortening  was  effected  that  this  patient  died  from  the  irritation 
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and  exhaustion  occasioned  by  the  the  length  and  contour  of  the  limb, 
large,  painful,  ulcerating  surface;  and  especially  if  the  fracture  be  oblique; 
the  constant  confinement  in  one  po<  but  activity  and  power  are  not  to  be 
sition  necessitated  by  the  splint  and  expected  in  the  very  old  and  infirm,  in 
bandage,  having  been  the  cause  of  the  whom  only  I  advocate  a  departure 
ulcer,  It  becomes  important  to  decide  fromtheordinary  treatment  in  fracture 
whether,  in  weak  persons  of  advanced  of  the  shaft  of  the  femur ;  and,  how- 
age,  it  is  advisable,  in  fractures  of  the  ever  valuable  activity  and  power  are, 
shaft  of  the  femur,  to  follow  the  ordi-  they  ought  to  yield  to  considerations 
nary  treatment  for  that  injury.  involving  the  safety  of  life,  which,  I 

It  must  be  allowed  that  this  patient  feel  assured,  will  be  frequently  sacri- 
was  rather  an  unfavourable  specimen  ficed  bjr  adherence  to  the  usual  pro- 
of a  person  at  the  age  11 ;   and  it  may  cedure. ' 

be  urged  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  It  is  improbable  that  the  patient  will 

draw  a  general  rule  from  a  single  case,  be  able,  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  to  rise 

and  that  one,  too,  of  a  more  unfavour-  in  a  few  davs  after  the  injury,  as  in 

able  kind   than   most  of  those  of  a  fracture  within   the  cansiue,   where, 

similar  description.  besides,  the  object  wishea  is  formation 

With  the  exceptions  mentioned,  the  of  a  new  join^  while  in  this  it  is  espe- 

patient  looked  healthy  on  admission,  dally  sought  to  be  avoided.    Nor  will 

and  took  his  substantial  fare  and  al-  there  be  the  same  likelihood  of  ossific 

lowance  of  whiskey  with  relish ;  and,  union  here  if  the  patient  be  made  to 

seeing  how  trying  are  the  effects  of  rise  early,  without  means  to  prevent 

long-continued   confinement    to   bed,  motion,  as  there  is  in  fracture  through 

apart  from  disease,  on  the  young  and  the  trochanter  major,  where  the  frac- 

robusf,  the  diminished  capability  of  tured   surfaces  are  broad  and  often 

resistance  of  the  old  and   frail,  the  rongh.      Though   apparatus   of   any 

observance  of  the  effects  of  pressure  at  kind  be  dispensed  with,  we  doubt  if  a 

advanced  periods  of  Life  in  fractures  very  old  and  infirm  patient  with  frac- 

near  the  hip-joint,  and  the  fatal  result  ture  of  the  shaft  would  resist  the  ex- 

in  this  instance,  1  certainly,  in  a  like  hausting  effects  of  confinement  to  bed, 

example,  would  either  adopt  different  shift  his  position  as  often  as  to  prevent 

treatment  from  the  commencement,  or  bed-sores,  and  that  at  same  time  union 

more  carefullv  watch,  and,  if  requisite,  would  occur. 

interrupt  the  kind  of  procedure  which  With    the   ordinary  apparatus,  the 

I  employed.  patient  cannot  move  sufifciently  while 

There  is  even  a  risk  from  the  tempo-  m  bed ;  and  out  of  it  all  attempts  at 

rary  use  of  the  ordinary  treatment ;  for  taking  exercise  are  debarred, 

if  it  has  been  used  so  long  as  to  induce  We  want  a  method  possessing  immo- 

sloughing,  the  confinement  will  like-  bility  and  lightness,  and  the  only  plan 

wise  have  much  debilitated  the  pa-  by  which  these  are  attainable  is  in  the 

tient,  and  from  the  effects  of  these,  and  employment  of  the  leathern  splint  and 

the   pain  in  the   injured   part  from  starched  bandage,  as  applied  in  morbus 

motion,  it  will  be  found  difiScult  after-  coxarius.    And  were  t  again  to  meet 

wards,  if  not  impracticable,  to  enable  with  a  fractured  femur  in  a  person  on 

him  to  take  exercise,  or  to  make  and  the  verge  of  80, 1  would  fit  a  piece  of 

support  any  change  of  position  from  undressed  leather,  of  length  sufficient 

that  of  reclination  on  the  back,  which  to  extend  from  a  little  above  pelvis  to 

the  body  will  invariably  assume  from  the  feet,  broad  enough  to  cover  a  third 

the  influence  of  gravity,'  and  therefore  of  the  hip   and  limb,  and  of  shape 

the  sloughing  will  extend,  though  the  corresponding  to  the  member  when 

splints,  &c.  have  been  removed.    For  slightly  flexed.    This  bein^  softene4 

tnese   reasons   it  is   desirable,  if  not  by  water,  I  would  cover  with  a  thin 

essential^  that  from  the  commencement  layer  of  carded  cotton,  or  two  or  three 

the  treatment  shall  be  such  as  will  pieces  of  cotton  cloth,  and  secure  with 

allow  frequent  chan^  in  the  position  gentle  firmness  to  the  body  and  limb 

of  the  body,  while  immobility  in  the  by  starched  bandage.    Being  dried,  it 

seat   of  fracture   is   maintained.     It  would  form  a  firm,  tight  moudd  for  the 

will   not   be  easy  to  combine  these  limb,  and  I  would  permit  and  urge  the 

requisites  in  a  perfectly  effectual  man-  patient  to  chang:e  of  position   in  the 

ner,  nor  in  such  way  as  to  preserve  bed,  to  rise  from  it  as  early  as  possible, 
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and   take  esercise  with  the  aid  of  On  the  10th  of  Au^st,  by  the  advice 

crutches.  of  Mr.  Whidbome,  be  consulted  me. 

In  this  manner  his  health  would  be  His  cough  was  troublesome,  and  often 

preserved,  sloughing  be  prevented,  and  occasioned  pain  in  different  parts  of  the 

union  likely  ensured.  chest.      His    expectoration,    streaked 

There  might  be  deformity,  or  even  with  blood,  and  of  a  puriform  charac- 
non-union,  but  even  the  latter  is  a  slight  ter,  amounted  from  two  ounces  to  half 
evil  when  compared  to  the  risks  of  a  pint  daily ;  dyspnoea  was  considera- 
confinement,  which,  in  such  circum-  ble,  appetite  tolerable,  and  bowels  re- 
stances,  should  never,  in  my  opinion,  gular.  Expansion  was  deficient  over 
be  encountered.  tne  left  clavicular  region,  where  per- 

cussion  vielded  a  dull  sound.    An  ex- 

A  CASE  OF  tensive  blowing  murmur,    with  here 

and  there  a  gurgling  r&le,  and  pecto- 

TUBERCULOUS    EXCAVATION    OF  nioquy,  were  well-marked.     OvS  the 

THE  LEFT  LUNG,  same  region,  on  the  right  side,  the  vo- 

TRBATBD  BY  PERFORArtoN  OP  TBE  CAVITY  ^  Tesonsnce  amountcd  to  broncho- 

THRouoH  THB  WALLS  CF  TBB  cBBST.  V^o^J  I  fhc  rcspiratory  murmur  was 

more  or  less  bronchial ;  the  sound  on 

By  Johm  Hastings,  M.D.  percussion,  although  it  had  not  the 

And  Robert  Storks,  Esq.,  Surgeon.  clearness  emitted  by  a  healthy  lung, 

xw     A^    ^M  ji-    ,  ^     jj    ^  ^^  ^^^  very  dull,  and  expansion  was 

CFor  the  Medical  Gazettej  natural.    His  pulse  were  132,  respira- 

tions,  ^1 ;  height,  5  ft.  6 J  in. ;  weight, 

E.  G.,  a  clerk,  eetat.  38,  remarkably  7  st.  8i  lb. ;  and  he  expelled  122  cubic 

intelligent,  of  a  nervous  sanguineous  inches  of  air  from  his  lungs,  by  a  for- 

temperament,  and  born  of  healthy  pa-  cible  expiration,  as  shewn  by  Hutchin- 

rents.   Had  always  enjoyed  good  health  son's  breath  meter.    The  naphtha  treat- 

until  the  Last  four  years,  when  he  suf-  ment  was  ordered  to  be  continued,  with 

fered  from  a  nervous  fever,  accompa-  generous  diet.    From  this  time  he  con- 

nied  by  an  affection  of  the  heart,  from  tinued  slowlv  to  improve,  up  to  the 

which  he  was  manv  months  recovering,  beginning  of  Novemoer,  with  the  ex- 

AVhilst  in  Ireland  in  the  summer  of  ception  tnat  he  was  thrown  back  by 

1841,    he  was    attacked  with    severe  five  attacks  of  inter>current  pleurisy, 

cough,  heemoptysis,  and  expectoration,  when  blisters  and  a  lowering  treatment 

which  he  believed  originated  in  cold :  w^ere  had  recourse  to,  and  the  naphtha 

great  debility    ensued,   and  although  and  nourishing  diet  suspended.    His 

the  cough  and  expectoration  dimin*  pulse  were  108;  his  weight  had  aug- 

ished,  he  never  regained  his  strength,  mented  to  7  st.  11  lb.     The  physical 

In  the  spring  of  last  year  hoarseness,  condition  of  the  right  lung  had  under- 

loss  of  voice,  cough,  expectoration,  and  gone  improvement,  but  tne  cavity  in 

extreme  weakness  came  on,  apparently  the  left  had  decidedly  increased.     As  I 

through  severe  cold ;  this  was  shortlv  saw  no  prospect  of  closing  the  cavity 

followed  by  an  attack  of  typhus,  which  by    medical    treatment,     and    conse- 

confined  him  to  bed  lot  nine  weeks,  quently  no  hope  of  his  becoming  much 

On    recovering  from    the    fever,    the  better  than  he  then  was,  I  determined 

cough  and  expectoration  had  increased,  to  propose  the  operation  of  making  an 

and  from  the  debility  which  followed,  incision  into  the  cavern  through  the 

he  was  compelled  to  take  to  bed  for  the  walls  of  the  chest,  to  which  he  at  once 

winter.    On  the  10th  of  February,  Mr.  assented.     I  had  previously  explained 

Whidborne,  a  surgeon  in  Queen  Square,  that  it  was  not  an  experiment,  for  Dr. 

was  called  in,  who  put  the  patient  un-  Barry,*  of  Dublin,  had  more  than  a 

der  a  course  of  the  naphtha  treatment ;  century  ago  recommended  a  somewhat 

from  which  he  benefitted  so  much,  that  similar  operation ;  and  at  a  subsequent 

in  six  weeks  be  was  able  to  take  exer-  period,  in  a  work  on  Indigestion,!  he 

else  out  of  doors.     By  the  advice  of  published  several  cases  where  its  use 

some  of  his  friends,  he  became  an  in-  nad  been  attended  with  complete  suc- 

mate  of  the  Hospital  for  Consumption    — — — 

at  Chelsea ;  but  as  he  did  not  improve,  *  B.  Bairy,  M.D.    a  Treatise  on  a  CoMomp. 

after  a  soiourn  of  Uiree  weeks  fie  re-  "7SfS:fr^7B:D°"i"?^?i  oM?^  dif- 

turned  to  his  home.  ferent  Digestioaa,  Sec.    London,  1768.    Pp.  366. 
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cess.  Its  disose  has  probably  been  fast  as  it  entered;  so  that  a  state  of 
owin^  to  the  want  of  the  stethoscope ;  repose  beine^  secured,  the  walls  of  the 
lor  without  auscultation,  the  existence  cavity  would  be  in  a  much  more  £&• 
and  situation  of  a  cavity  in  the  lunj;  vonrable  condition  for  uniting.  It  is 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  demonstrated,  reported  that  an  operation  of  this  na- 
"We  find  Dr.  Barry  directing  the  opera-  ture  has  been  lately  performed  in  Ger- 
tor  to  the  situation  of  the  cavern,  by  many ;  and  Dr.  Hocken*  observes,  **  I 
the  seat  of  previous  pain,  by  augmented  may  remark,  that  the  operation  re- 
temperature  over  the  space  it  occupies,  cently  proposed,  of  making  a  free  ex- 
and  by  the  elevation  of  the  ribs.  With  temal  communication  through  the  walls 
such  limited  knowledge,  nay  inaccurate  of  the  chest  with  a  phthisical  cavity  of 
data,  it  is  surprising  that  any  surgeon  large  size,  replete  with  morbid  secre- 
could  be  persuaded  to  perform  the  ope-  tions,  is  (if  it  could  be  effected  safelv) 
ration.  It  will  not  be  difficult  to  be-  likely  to  render  the  case  more  curable, 
lieve  that  serious  and  fatal  errors  oc-  provided  the  extent  of  disease  present, 
cnrred  in  consequence,  which  soon  put  and  the  predisposition  of  the  patient, 
an  end  to  the  operation,  which  may  allow  the  smallest. shadow  of  hope  to 
possibly  turn  out  to  be  one  of  the  most  remain." 

important  we  are  at  present  acquainted  Nov.  15th. — Having  previously  con- 
with.  Dr.  Barry  has  reported  a  case  suited  my  friends,  Drs.  Hocken,  Burs- 
which  terminated  fatally,  where  the  lem,  and  Mr.  Storks,  on  the  case,  the 
surjreon  had  not  reached  the  cavity  by  latter  undertook  the  operation ;  and  we 
an  inch  and  a  half.  In  this  instance  accordingly  proceedea  to  the  patient's 
pleurisy  and  effusion  probably  caused  house  for  that  purpose  at  half-past  one. 
the  death  of  the  patient ;  but  now,  with  He  was  in  good  spirits  ;  the  cough  was 
the  aid  of  the  stethoscope,  no  such  dis-  troublesome ;  the  puriform  expectora- 
astrous  results  are  likely  to  occur.  I  tion  amounted  to  three  ounces,  which 
may  here  observe,  that  for  a  considera-  had  been  discharged  during  the  mom- 
ble  period  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion,  ins;  the  pulse  were  120.  After  care- 
that  the  great  difficulty  of  curing  full^  auscultating  the  left  clavicular 
phthisis  in  its  latter  stage,  arises  not  region,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  walls 
so  much  from  any  obstacle  that  the  of  the  cavern  were  thinnest  between 
nature  of  the  disease  offers  to  the  heal-  the  third  and  fourth  ribs,  about  an  inch 
ing  process,  as  to  the  distension  and  and  a  half  from  the  sternum,  where  Mr. 
contraction  which  the  sides  of  the  ca-  Storks  decided  on  making  the  opening, 
vity  continually  undergo  from  respira-  The  operation  is  detailed  by  Mr.  Storks 
tion.  The  idea  of  overcoming  the  dif-  at  the  conclusion  of  my  histoty  of  the 
ficulty  by  an  operation,  sucn  as  has  case.  Shortly  after  the  opening  was 
been  employed  in  the  following  case,  made  into  the  excavation  through  the 
did  not  occur  to  me  until  I  met  with  walls  of  the  chest,  the  pulse  sank  to 
the  invaluable  facts  and  observations  100,  and  the  cough,  expectoration,  and 
of  Dr.  Barry.  To  my  mind  they  con-  dyspnoea  ceased.  A  little  faintness 
firmed,  in  a  great  degree,  the  views  just  occurred  during  the  operation,'  which 
stated,  and  I  determined  the  first  op-  was  removed  by  a  tew  tea-spoonfuls  of 
portunity  to  attempt  the  arrest  of  toe  brandy  and  water.  The  blowing  mur- 
disease  by  this  method.  The  primary  mur  and  pectoriloquy  had  undergone  a 
object  Dr.  Barry  had  in  view  was  the  diminution  in  intensity.  Quiet,  and 
discharge  of  the  fluid  within  the  cavity  j  antiphlogistic  regimen,  were  enjoined, 
the  removal  of  the  cause  of  the  secre-  At  /  p.m.  the  air  was  passing  out  of  the 
tion  was  my  aim.  No  one  can  doubt  wound  freely.  He  complained  of  pain 
that  these  cavities  owe  their  origin,  in  between  its  orifice  and  the  shoulder, 
the  first  instance,  to  the  ripening  of  with  numbness  of  the  left  arm.  The 
tubercles;  but  their  persistence  and  pulse  were  96;  he  had  neither  cough, 
augmentation  result,  I  believe,  as  be-  expectoration,  nor  difficulty  of  breath- 
fore  stated,  from  the  distending  and  ing.  He  had  been  a  little  faint,  which 
irritating  effects  of  the  air  within  the  yielded  to  a  small  quantity  of  brandy 
cavity.  Hence  the  object  was  to  re-  and  water.  A  composing  draught  was 
move  this,  which  appeared  to  me  might 

be  effectually  done,  were  a  tube  of  suf-  ^ .     .  ...    ^.„^    -  w^, 

^  •     M.       Ti.*^               J  :-.*^  «i.«,   ^^*yi^^  ♦  A  Practical  Inquiry  into  the  value  or  Medi- 

fiaent  calibre  passed  into  the  cavity,  dnal  Nwhtha  in  Abereular  PhtWiia.   ByE.O. 

that  would  admit  the  escape  of  air  at  uocken,  m.d.   Uighky,  ism.   Fp.  60. 
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ordered  in  the  event  of  restlessness  free  from  cough,  difficulty  of  breathing, 

during  the  night.  and  pain.    On  waking  ne  had  expec- 

16th,  7  A.M. — As  he  had  been  uneasy  torated  a  little  frothy  mucus.    A  feather 

in  the  early  part  of  the  night,  the  exhibited  very  distinct  movements  on 

draught  was  administered,  which  pro-  being  placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  tube, 

curea  six  hours'  refreshing  sleep ;  he  The  pulse  were  72 ;  the  respirations  22. 

was  free  from  cough,  dyspnoea,  and  The  bowels  were  confined, 

pain ;  the  pulse  68.     He  had  brought  9  p  m.— About  twenty  minutes  after 

up  several  times  a  little  frothy  mucus  he  had  partaken  of  his  chop  and  ale, 

mixed  with  blood ;  a  little  bloody  dis-  which  he  had  eaten  with  an  excellent 

charge  oozed  from  the  wound,  which  appetite,  the  whole  surface  of  the  body 

looked  healthy.  was  chilled;  rigors  succeeded,  followed 

9  P.M. — The  pulse  were  80.      The  by  fever,  vomiting,  and  great  pain  in 

orifice  of  the  wound  appeared  to  be  the  head.    The  skin  was  not  and  dry ; 

closed,  as  no  air  coula   be   detected  there  was  great  thirst,  with  spasmodic 

passing  in    or   out ;    notwithstanding  twitches  in  the  wound ;  the  pulse  were 

which  he  was  free  from  cough,  expec-  112,  but  the  pectoral  symptoms  had 

toration,  and  dyspnoea.  undergone  no  change.     The  aperient 

17th,  8  A.M. — He  had  passed  a  good  ordered  in  the  morning  had  not  been 
night,  and  towards  the  morning  had  taken  until  seven  o'clock  in  the  even- 
felt  a  little  difficulty  of  breathing,  fol-  ing,  and  had  not  acted.  It  was  ordered 
lowed  by  slight  cough ;  the  discharge  to  be  repeated  should  the  first  fail  to 
being  bloody  frothy  sputa.  As  the  relieve  the  bowels  by  midnight.  A 
mouth  of  the  wound  seemed  still  closed,  table-spoonful  of  the  following  mixture 
a  little  lint  was  pushed  through  the  was  also  ordered  every  four  hours  :— 
slight  adhesions  into  the  cavity  ^  Creosot.  gtt.  «i. ;  Aq.  DestiU.  S^j.  M. 

5  P.M -He  had  a  slight  fit  of  cough-  *^fiat  mistur«. 
ing  at  three  o'clock,  which  ended  m  a 

little  expectoration  of  frothy  bloody  21st,  8  a.m. — The  bowels  had  acted 
mucus;  the  pulse  88.  The  lint  was  twice  with  the  aid  of  the  second  ape- 
removed  by  Mr.  Storks,  and  a  piece  of  rient,  the  sickness  had  ceased,  and  the 
elastic  gum  tube  inserted  into  the  ca-  pain  in  the  head  and  heat  of  skin  had 
vity.  diminished.    The  pulse  were  96.    He 

18th,  8  A.M.--Last  evening  he  took  w^as  free  from  cough,    expectoration, 

an  aperient,  which  had  operated  in  the  and  dyspnoea. 

early  part  of  the  night ;  and  as  he  was  9  p.m.— The  pulse  were  88,  and  the 

restless  afterwards,  he  took  a  compos-  symptoms  of  gastric  disturbance  were 

ing  draught,  which  procured  him  an  rapidly  disappearing, 

excellent  night ;  he  had  neither  cough,  22d,  8  a.m.— The  pulse  Were  68;  the 

expectoration,  nor  difficulty  of  breath-  respirations  24.    He  had  neither  cough, 

ing ;  the  pulse  were  80.    He  was  or-  expectoration,  nor  difficulty  of  breath- 

dered  half  a  pint  of  beef-tea  twice  a-day.  ing.    A  little  boiled  mutton  was  or- 

19lh,  8  A.M. — He  had  a  slight  fit  of  dered  for  his  dinner, 
coughing  in  the  night ;  no  ex^ctora-  23d,  8  a.m. — The  pulse  were  74.  In 
tion  ;  the  pulse  76 ;  the  respirations  the  early  part  of  the  night  the  tube  had 
24.  As  no  air  could  be  detected  pass-  become  displaced,  and  touched  the  op- 
ing in  or  out  of  the  tube,  Mr.  Storks  posite  side  of  the  cavity,  which  pro- 
restored  the  connection  between  the  duced  a  sickening  heavy  pain.  On 
orifice  of  the  wound  and  the  superior  being  restored  to  its  former  situation, 
part  of  the  cavity.  He  was  ordered  he  slept  the  remainder  of  the  night 
mutton  chop  and  a  glass  of  ale  for  his  comfortably,  and  was  free  from  all  pec- 
dinner,  toral  disturbance.     He  was  ordered  to 

9  P.M. — The  pulse  were  7Q ;  he  was  recommence  the  naphtha  mixture,  and 

entirely  free  from  cough  and  expecto-  take  a  little  sherry  and  water  with  his 

ration ;    a  little   brown-colourea   dis-  dinner. 

charge  flowed  out  of  the  tube.    He  had  24th,  8  a.m.— The  pulse  were    76. 

taken  ten  minims  of  Nap.  Rect.  in  a  He  had  coughed  a  little  upon  wakinc^ 

table  spoonful  of  distilled  water,  which  in  the  mornnig,  and  had  expectorated 

was  ordered  to  be  repeated  twice  a-day.  about  half  a  table-spoonful  of  frothy 

20th,  8   A.M.— He   had  had   seven  mucus,  mixed  with  a  little  purulent 

hours  of  undisturbed  sleep.    He  was  discharge.    He  attributed  the  cough  to 
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bis  head  having  slipped  off  the  pillow  added  to  each  dose  of  the  mixture,  and 

during  the  night.  wine,  heef -tea,  and  animal  jelly,  were 

9  P.M. — He  had  about  half-past  one,  directed  to  be  given, 

after  a  long  nap  with  his  head  very  low,  29th,  8  A.M.r— The  pulse  were  92 ;  the 

a  severe  attack  of  cough  and  difficulty  respirations  28 ;  the  tongue  clean,  and 

of  breathing,  with  great  pain  in  and  the  skin  moist.      He    complained   of 

around  the  wound.      As  Dr.  Hocken  headache,  which  he  had  suffered  from 

lived  much  nearer  the  residence  of  the  more  or  less  since  the  24lh,  nausea,  and 

invalid  than  myself,  and  had  very  kindly  occasional  shooting  pnins.    He  had  had 

promised  to  supply  mv  place  in  the  snatches  of  sleep  durinc^  the  night,  his 

event  of  emergency,    he  was  imme-  spirits  were  good,  and  he  felt  stronger 

diately  sent  for.    On  arriving  he  with-  than  he  did  the  dky  before ;  the  expec* 

drew  the  tube,  which  was  followed  by  toration,  which  amounted  to  about  an 

the  escape  of  about  a  tea-spoonful  of  ounce,  was  chiefly  of  a  mucous  charac- 

healthy-lookin^    pus ;    this     afforded  ter,  and  of  a  brown  flesh  colour.    He 

great  relief  to  tne  dyspnoea.     The  irri-  had  taken  nourishment  two  or  three 

tating  cou^h  had  been  nearly  subdued  times  during  the  night. 

by  an  ano  Jyne,  and  expectorating  mix-  ,p      j^                 f  ^    condition  of 

ture,  prescnbed  by  Dr.  Hocken,  which    ti.i*    «;'   .  a.Ka iu.  _»_.  *_.„  j.„. 

was  ordered  to  be  continued.    Whilst  *  h  ^?Il*?)^Th/'^\* J!Jl  T°^7'' 

^x.^  ^ u  «««♦:«. ,«4    lu^^k..  «^.,«.«  ♦^  fi-i^d  also  Dec.  the  3a  and  4tn,  I  am  m- 

h  ^^L°^*T^^,„^^L  ?^^!Z  debted  to  my  friend  Dr.  Hocken,  in 

the  amount  of  an  ounce  was  expecto-  ^^«„«„.,^„«„  "^^e  ^„  „«..«^j^«i.i^  «k 

rated,  the  headache  was  severe;  the  f^"''Tnl  VJn  t^  TnT  hnth  Mr" 
pulse  100.  The  naphtha  mixtur^  and  Jf,  °^  ^"^^^  *^^"v  r""  A^^'m  ^^a  ^a 
«,;i- «r-,I  ^ri*vX.J\A  J^A  vXIv^^Ia  ^tIa  Storks  and  myself  feel  highly  indebted 
wine  were  withneld,  and  his  head  and  *.  .  i,.  i.  j  „««:„*„„^«  ^Sa  l-^nm^  *.^« 
•  .  •  A  •  J  •  '  ji  '.•  for  nis  kma  assistance,  and  entire  con- 
chest  maintained  m  a  raised  position.    ^««««  :«  ^u^  #..«.»i^^»4-  ^i«;»k  u»^ 

Cold  lotions  were  ordered  to  the  head.  ^^J^^^Lt  J^n  fhf«  S 

25th,  8  A.M.-The  pulse  were  88  j  the  ^«^°  ^^°P*^^ '"  ^^'^  ^^'^'^ 

respirations  28.    He  had  passed  a  to-  30th,  9  p.m.-* Appearance  much  im- 

lerable  night,  with  slight  cough,  and  proved;  feels  much  better  and  stronger; 

trifling  expectoration  of  frothy  mucus,  is  quite  free  from  headache,   except 

26tn,  8  A.M. — The  cough  and  expec-  from  exertion,   or  from  moving  sua- 

toration  had  diminished.    He  had  slept  denly.    Chest  and  wound  comfortable, 

at  intervals  during  the  night  The  pulse  and  free  from  pain ;  pulse  stron^r  than 

were  100.  in  the  morning,  92---6oft;  respirations 

9  P.M. — He  was  generally  more  com-  24.    Has  had  little  difficulty  of  breath- 

fortable  than  in  the  morning ;  he  attri-  ing  or  cough  all  day,  and  did  not  ex- 

buted  this  to  his  being  able  to  keep  an  pectorate  anything  till  one  o'clock  p.m. 

erect  position  by.theaidofoneofDaw's  Since  then  nas  spat  up  about  half  an 

patent  chairs.     The  pulse  were  112;  ounce    of    a    transparent,    tenacious, 

skin  hot ;  tongue  moist.  frothy  mucus,  mixed  with  saliva ;  some 

27th,  8  A.M— The  pulse  were  96.  He  few  sputa,  very  slightly  streaked  with 

was  very  languid;  had  passed  a  tolcra-  scarlet  blood.     Has  eaten  some  animal 

ble  night,  with  slight  cough,  and  ex-  food  (rabbit),  &c.  with  appetite.    No 

pectoration  of  a  brown  tenacious  mucus,  fever. 

blended  w^ith  sputa  of  a  purulent  cha-  Dec.  1st. — Had  passed  on  the  whole 

racter.     The  appetite   was   deficient,  a  good  night ;  sleep  having  been  seve- 

and  he  complained   of   pain  in  and  ral  times  disturbed  by  dreams,  and  pain 

around  the  wound.    The  tube  was  re-  in  the  back  of  the  head.    On  first  wak- 

moved,  as  it  was  suspected  it  might  be  in^  suffered  much  from  headache ;  but 

the  cause  of  the  pain.  it  nas  gradually  decreased,  and  is  at 

4  p.m. — The  cough  was  troublesome,  present  trifling.     Had  no  expectoration 

accompanied  with  difficulty  of  breath-  till  about  two  o'clock  a.m.,  since  which 

ing  and  great  languor  ;  the  pulse  were  he  has  spit  up  about  one  ounce  of  te- 

lOO ;  the  skin  hot ;  with  a  total  loss  of  nacious    rusty-looking   mucus ;    some 

appetite.  sputa  streaked  with  florid  blood.    The 

28th,  8  A.M.— The  jjulse  were  84 ;  the  tongue  clean  and  moist.  Bowels  moved; 

cough  and  expectoration  were  less ;  the  stool  liquid,  healthy  coloured.    No  un- 

purulent  character  of   the  latter  had  due  heat  of  skin:    pulse  74;  respira- 

almost  disappeared ;  the  bowels  were  tions  26.    The  tube  has  given  no  un- 

opeu.    Ten  minims  of  Nap.  Rect.  were  easiness,  and  air  escapes  with  a  whist- 
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ling  QoiRe  from  coughing.    His  appetite  3d,  8  a.m. — The  pulse  were  88 ;  the 

for  food  has  returned.  respirations  20.    Air  had  passed  freely 

2  P.M. — Has  felt  comfortable  since  out  at  the  orifice  of  the  wound  at  every 

morning,  and  completely  lost  headache;  inspiration;  he  was  very  comfortable ; 

pulse  80.   Wound  dealing  rapidly ;  tube  had  slept  eight  hours  without  cough, 

adherent,  bringing  away  a  portion  of  and  had  very  little  expectoration ;  the 

granulations  (evidently   from  the  ca*  appetite    was    much    improved;    the 

vity)  between  the  openings  of  the  tube,  bow^els  confined.     He  felt  satisfied  he 

Air  freely  escapes  tnrougn  the  wound  was  gaining  both  flesh  and  strength, 

and  tube  on  the  slightest   cough  or  An  enema  was  ordered, 

effort.      There  has  been  little  or  no  8  p.m. — Has  passed  a  very  comforta- 

cough,  difficulty  of  breathins^,  nor  ex-  ble  day,  and  is  conscious  of  an  increase 

pectoration,  since  the  morning.    Two  of  strength.     Thinks  that  instead  of 

or  three  mucous  sputa,  transparent,  and  any  increase  of  emaciation  (which  was 

mixed  with  air-bubbles,  being  all  that  the  case  for  the  first  fortnight  after  the 

was  coughed  up.  Evening. — Very  com-  operation,)  he  has  visibly  Gained  fiesh 

fortable ;  good  appetite ;  pulse  82 ;  has  during  the  last  few  days.    His  appetite 

had  no  expectoration,  and  little  cough,  and  digestion  are  now  excellent,  and 

2d,  half-past  8  a.m. — Has  passed  an  he  has  been  free  from  any  pain  or  un- 
exceedingly  comfortable  ana  tranquil  easiness.  During  the  day  there  has 
night  (the  best  night  he  has  passed  for  been  but  little  cough,  and  no  difficulty 
some  time),  and  has  been  perfectly  free  of  breathing,  except  when  mucus  was 
from  headache,  or  pain  in  any  part,  about  to  oe  expectorated.  Sputa 
Had  no  expectoration  till  about  two  amount  to  about  half  an  ounce, 
o'clock  A.M.,  since  which  he  has  spit  chieflv  of  clear,  transparent,  mucu", 
up  about  half  an  ounce  of  a  tenacious  mixed  with  a  few  of  greater  consist- 
mucus,  without  much  cough  or  efiTort.  ence,  of  a  salmon  tint.  Pulse  rather 
The  sputa  are  nearly  free  from  air-  small,  moderately  strong,  and  88 ;  re- 
bubbles,  rusty-coloured,  some  almost  of  spirations  20.  Wound  healing  most 
a  fleshy  aspect,  and  one  with  a  streak  of  favourably ;  air  passes  very  freely 
florid  blooa.  His  countenance  is  ex-  through  the  tube.  Tube  adherent ; 
pressive  of  strength,  and  is  ouite  free  when  withdrawn,  removed  a  long  por- 
from  anxiety ;  lips  moist.  Air  freely  tion  of  granulations  from  the  cavity, 
escapes  through  the  tube  on  coughing.  Bowels  have  not  been  moved ;  tongue 
or  even  on  retaining  the  breath,  with  a  clean  and  moist.  To  use  an  enema  of 
hissing  noise.  He  was  at  breakfast,  water  gruel,  with  chloride  of  sodium, 
and  eating  with  appetite,  sitting  up  4th,  8  a.m.— Has  passed  a  very  good 
with  apparent  ease  in  the  chair.  He  nieht,  having  had  about  seven  hours  of 
states  that  his  pulse  were  about  70  till  refreshing  nearly  undisturbed  sleep, 
he  commenced nis  meal;  they  are  now  Bowels  moved  spontaneously,  without 
90 ;  respirations  28.  the  use  of  the  injection  ;  stool  healthy. 

9  P.M. — The  expression  of  the  pa.  Has  had  but  very  trifling  cough  during 
tient's  countenance  is  highly  favoura-  the  night,  and  has  expectorated  rather 
ble ;  and  he  states  that  he  is  conscious  more  tnan  half  an  ounce  of  a  tenacious 
ofan  acquisition  of  health  and  strength,  mucus  (the  chief  part  having  a  fleshy 
During  the  day  he  has  been  perfectly  aspect),  without  difficulty.  Air  freely 
free  from  headache  and  uneasiness,  and  escapes  from  the  wound.  Pulsed; 
has  partaken  of  food  with  a  good  appe-  respirations  20. 
tite.  There  has  been  but  little  cough,  5th,  8  a.m. — He  has  had  an  excel- 
and  no  difficulty  of  breathing,  except  lent  night,  without  cough  or  expecto- 
when  the  sputa  were  about  to  be  ex-  ration.  On  waking  had  a  little  uneasi- 
pectorated.  The  expectorated  matters  ness  about  the  wound,  which  apparently 
amount  to  about  half  an  ounce,  and  arose  from  the  tube  becoming  olocked 
consist  chieflv  of  transparent  frothy  up  with  secretion,  thereby  preventing 
mucus,  mixed  with  some  more  tena-  the  free  passage  of  air  through  the  orl- 
cious  sputa,  of  a  brownish  colour.  Air  fice.  He  had  on  waking  expectorated 
continues  to  escape  freely  through  the  two  or  three  pieces  of  tenacious  flesh- 
tube  on  every  effort.  The  skin  is  soft,  coloured  mucus,  similar  to  that  which 
moist,  and  of  a  comfortable  tempera-  had  been  brought  up  during  the  last 
ture;  lips  moist;  no  thirst.  Pulse  80;  eight  davs.  He  complained  of  nausea 
respirations  24.  alter  taking  his  medicine,  in  conse- 
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qiience  of  which  the  Liq.  Op.  Scd.,  had  been.     The  physical  signs  about 

Yin.  Ipecac,  and  Mucil.  Acac.  were  the  carity  had  undergone  no  particular 

removed  from  the  mixture.     He  felt  change  since  the  last  examination.  The 

stronger ;  the  pulse  were  80,  and  the  respiratory  murmur  in  the  inferior  por- 

respi  rations  16.  tions   of  the  left   lung  was  in  some 

6th,  8  A.M  —The  nnlse  were  88 ;  the  places  healthy,  and  in  others  bronchial, 

respirations   16.      He  had  slept  well  without  any  marked  vocal  resonance, 

throughout  the  night,  his  appetite  was  11th,  8  a.m. — He  was  steadily  im- 

excellenty  his  bowels  were  open,  the  proving ;  the  pulse  were  90 ;  the  respi- 

cough  was  very  slight,  and  the  expec-  rations  were  18. 

toration  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours  Tith,  8  a.m.— He  was  daily  growing 

amounted  to    not  more    than  a  tea-  stronger.     He  had  no  cough  during 

spoonful,  and  was  of  a  semitransparent  the  ni?ht.    The  pulse  80 ;  the  respira- 

mucous  character.  tions  16  to  18.    The  bowels  were  con- 

7th,  8  A.M. — He  had  passed  a  good  fined.    An  aperient  was  ordered, 

night;  the  cough  was  slight;  he  had  13th,  8  a.m. — He  was  remarkably  well 

discharged  about  half  a  taole- spoonful  and  cheerful ;  he  had  no  cough  during 

of  mucus,  blended  with  a  few  sputa  of  the  night,  and  very  little  in  the  day, 

a  fiesh  colour.    His  appetite  was  excel-  The  pulse  80 ;  the  respirations  24.  The 

lent ;  his  pulse  were  vO ;  and  the  re-  depressions  about  the   left  clavicular 

spirations  16.     Air  continued  to  pass  region  had  become  more  evident, 

freely  through  the  tube.                   ^  14th,  8  a.m. — He  had  passed  eight 

8tn,  8  A.M. — He  had  passed  the  night  hours  of  undisturbed  sleep.  The  ex- 
in  bed  for  the  first  time  since  he  had  pectoration  for  several  days  past  had 
used  Daw's  chair.  Towards  morning  been  chiefly  of  a  mucous  character, 
he  complained  of  cold,  and  cold  per-  with  an  occasional  sputum  of  a  brown 
spirations,  with  great  irritation  in  the  colour ;  the  whole  did  not  exceed  a 
stomach  and  bowels ;  the  latter  had  half  drachm  to  a  drachm  in  the  twenty- 
been  disturbed  twice  with  unhealthy  four  hours, — certainly  less  than  many 
evacuations.  He  had  a  troublesome  persons  expectorate  in  health* 
hacking  cough,  without  expectoration,  15th,  3  p.m. — Has  had  a  most  com* 
and  headache;  the  pulse  88;  the  re-  fortable  night;  pulse  88;  respirations 
spirations  28.  During  the  night  there  16.  Bowels  not  relieved  to-aay;  has 
was  a  free  discharge  of  thin  pus  from  expectorated  a  very  small  quantity  of 
the  wound,  through  which  the  air  transparent  mucus,  with  one  brownish 
passed  freely.  He  attributed  this  un-  sputum ;  appetite  excellent.  Has  been 
favourable  change  to  a  beef-steak  he  walking  about  the  room, 
had  eaten  the  previous  day  for  his 
dinner.                                             '                                    

3  p.m.— The  following  powder  was 

ordered  to  be  taken  immediately,  and  The  operation  performed  upon  E.  6., 

his  usual    aperient  two  hours  af:er-  the  individual  wnose  case  is  recorded 

wards :«  above,  will  not  perhaps  be  thought  de- 

Jt  Hyd.  camCretA,gr.iij.;  Pulv.  Ipecac,  void  of  interest ;  and  although  thepro- 

Co  Kr  V     M.  ceedmg  is  simple  and  easy  of  perform*^ 

■  ^*   '       '  ance,    still  those  who  have  had  no 

9th,  8  A.M.— The  abdominal  disturb-  experience  in  the  operation  or  its  ef* 

ance  subsided  after  the  aperient  had  fects,  and  who  may  be  induced  by  the 

acted.    He  had  passed  a  tolerable  night  perusal  of  this  case  to  test  its  advan- 

in  Daw's  chair,  which  he  preferred  to  tages,  will  not  consider  even  the  mi* 

the  bed.     The   irritating  coush  had  nute  details  of  such  a  proceeding  un* 

considerably  abated;  the  pulse  &;  the  important, 

respirations  20.  As  it  is  quite  unnecessary,  after  the 

loth,  8  A.M.— He  had  had  an  excel-  report  my   friend   Dr.  Hastings   has 

lent  night,  with  very  little  cough  or  drawn  up  of  the  case,  for  me  to  make 

expectoration;  the  pulse  S8;   the  re-  any  observations  upon  the  facts  that 

spirations  18;  the  appetite  good.    He  induced  us  to  try  the  effect  of  making 

was  cheerful,  and  felt  stronger.    The  a  communication  between  the  walls  of 

depressions  about  the  left  clavicular  the  chest  and  a  tuberculous  cavity,  I 

region  appeared  less  marked  than  they  shall  at  once  proceed  to  detail  the  steps 
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of  the  openition,  making  such  remarks  found  to  answer  the  purpose  better 
as  they  ma^  require,  but  at  the  same  than  any  other  kind  of  tube, 
time  confining  myself  strictly  to  those  As  it  is  more  particularly  my  pro- 
questions  likely  to  affect  the  surgical  vince  to  describe  the  best  mode  of  pro- 
treatment  of  this  fatal  disease.  ceeding,  ns  far  as  my  limited  expe- 
On  Friday,  Nov.  15,  1844,  in  the  riencegoes,  to  effect  our  object,  I  do 
presence  of  Drs.  Hastings,  Hocken,  not  hesitate  to  say,  from  the  know- 
burslem,  and  Messrs.  Whidborne,  Dou-  ledge  I  on  that  occasion  obtained,  and 

flas,  Bayliss,  Ion,  Coward,  and  Bowes,  from  the  method  1  have  since  pursued 
!.  6.  was  laid  in  the  recumbent  posi-  in  the  case  of  a  lady  to  whom  I  was 
tion.  An  incision,  two  inches  in  called  by  Dr.  Hastings,  that  the  pro- 
length,  bein^  made  at  right  angles  with  ceeding  described  above  was  unneces- 
the  left  clavicle,  in  a  line  with  the  nip-  sarily  painful  and  tedious.     I  may  as 

Sle,  which,  if  prolonged,  would  have  well  here  briefly  describe  what  I  be- 

ivided  it  (the  nipple)  in  the  centre,  lieve,  from  the  experience  of  my  last 

the  fibres  of  the  pectoralis  major  were  case,  to  be  the  best  method  of  pcrform- 

exposed,  and  divided  to  a  similar  ex-  ing  this  operation.     It  being  decided  in 

tent.    The  third  intercostal  space  being  which  intercostal  space  the  opening  is 

thus  laid  bare,  a  fine  hydrocele  trocar  to  be  made,  an   incision  nearly  two 

was  thrust  into  the  cavity ;  and  having  inches  long  should  be  made  with  a 

ascertained  to  my  own  satisfaction  that  narrow    straight    bistoury    along    the 

air  issued  from  the  canula,  a  scalpel  upper  border  of  the  inferior  rib  of  that 

was  pushed  through    the    intercostal  space  down  to  the  intercostal  muscles  ; 

muscles,  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  the  instrument  should  at  once  be  cau- 

space,  and  carried  obliquely  upwards  tiously  pushed  into  the  cavity,  the  con- 

into  the  cavern.    A  probe  being  passed  sequences     carefully     observed;    and 

along  its  blade,  it  was  withdrawn,  and  should    nothing   forbid,    the  incision 

I  was  thus  enabled  to  ascertain  most  should  be  prolonged  to  the  extent  of 

satisfactorily  that  I  had  penetrated  the  an  inch  and  more, 

excavation,  the  walls  of  which,  as  I  Should  there  be  any  heemorrhage 

divided  it  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  with  from  any  vessel  external  to  the  chest, 

a  probe -pointed  bistoury,  I  found  to  be  it  can  readily  be  commanded    by  a 

extremely  dense— indeed,  almost  carti-  ligature  applied  before  tlie  excavation 

laginous.     The  direction  of  the  second  is  opened.    Should  there  be  any  oozing 

incision  was  in  a  line  with  the  ribs,  from  the  cut  wall  of  the  cavern,  the 

being  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  tube  will,  by  its  pressure,  I  believe,  as 

first  incision,    there    being    sufficient  far  as  my  experience  goes,  command  it. 

space,  in  consequence  of  the  retraction  In  the  case  of  the  lady  on  whom  I  have 

of  the  cut  fibres  of  the  pectoralis  major,  recently    operated,    there   was     some 

for  me  to  make  this  second  incision  oozing,  which  was  readily  subdued  by 

without  again  interfering  with  (he  in>  the  tube  and  the  application  of  cold, 

teguments.    Air  and  blooa  immediately  The  reasons  that  induced  me  to  adopt 

escaped  from  the  aperture;    and  on  the  form  of  incision  described  in  the 

again  introducing  the  probe,  I  was  un-  first  case  was,  that  had  I  made  the  inci- 

able  to  move  it  with  the  same  freedom  sion  in  the  direction  of  the  fibres  of  the 

as  when  introduced  at  the  small  punc-  pectoralis  major,  I  feared  much  annoy- 

ture  previously  referred  to.     At  this  ance  might  be  produced  by  the  action 

moment  the  patient  was  seized  with  a  or  spasm  of  that  muscle.     I  therefore 

fit  of  coughing,  and  brought  up  two  or  determined  to  paralyse  that  poition  of 

three  drachms  of   blood,   which  had  the  muscle  implicated  in  the  opeMtion 

escaped  into  the  cavity.  bv  the  transvcree  division  of  its  fibres. 

I  now  endeavoured  to  introduce  a  That  this  may  be  of  service  in  stout 

silver  tube,  made  under  my  directions  muscular  subjects  I   do  not  doubt,  but 

by  Mr.  Weiss,  which  not  answering  the  the  surgeon  will  rarely  be  called  upon 

purpose  well,  I  removed ;  and  as  the  to  perform   this   operation  when   the 

air  was  escaping  freely,  I  had  him  car-  muscular  system  is  in  that  condition, 

ried  to  bed,  and  warm  water  dressing  The  simple  proceeding  adopted  in  the 

applied  around  the  wound.     On  the  last  case  will,  in  the  majority  of  in- 

tnird  day  after  the  operation,  a  piece  stances,  be  found  quite  sufficient,  occu- 

of  elastic  gum  catheter  was  introduced,  pying  as  it  does  a  few  seconds  only  ; 

which  has  been  worn  ever  since,  and  it  is,  as  far  as  the  pain  of  an  ope- 
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ratioD  IB  concemed,  not  citlcuWed  to    inipiTBtion,  snd  cormponding  deprei- 

CBiue  more  aufieriog  than  the  inflictian    eion  during  eipiration  of  the  iater- 

of  a  wound   nrcpssary  lo  evacunle  the    costnl  Fpace  over  a  tuberculous  cavily, 

conieniB  of  a  Btniill  abscess.    After  the    which  i«  often  seen,  cannot  take  place 

incision  18  made,  a  piece  of  a  full-siied    without  adhesioa  of  the  pleural  aur- 

eloilic  guza  calbeterii  to  be  introduced    bees.     It  reauires  further  experience, 

along  the  wound  inlo  the  ceTem,  and    of  course,  to  determine  this   point,  Lut 

tetained  in  its  position   by  a  pi^ce  of    I  think  the  suggestion  worthy  of  con- 

ligatureliedroundtheendtwhichghould    sideration.     Although  ihis  operation  is 

project  a  quarter  of  an  inch  beyond    not  of  recent  date,  it  ia  revived  under 

the  external  wound},  and  the  ligatures    very    difierent     circumstances.       The 

■hould  be  secured  by  strapping.    An    invaluable  assistance    to    be    derived 

ivory  cap,  similar  to  the  accompany  lug    from  the  stethoscope  in  aSections  of 

the  lung  was  unknown  to  Dr.  Barry ; 

we  cannot,  therefore,  be  surpriaed  at 

finding  an  operation  calculated  to  give, 

to  say  the  least  of  it,  great  relief,  falling 

into   disuse,   when   the    surgeon    bad 

nothing  to  guide  him  to  the  seat  of  the 

disease  but  pain  and  increase  of  tem- 

peralure. 

The  further  details  of  this  case  will 
be  given  in  a  future  number. 

engraving,  should  be  applied  on  the  , ,.,,  ,„     I     ~     „„,„,^ 

iii^thofthetube,withafrieeeofwarm  MEDICAL    GAZETTE. 

■poneeplacedinitainlerior;  thiaserves  «.    .,        n         .      nn  id.. 

adoSlfe  object,  warming  the  air  that  Fnd^j,,  December  W,lUi. 

eaten  through  the  aperture,  and  ab-  

sorbing  any  discharge  lasu.ng  from  the  "Uortcjnnibi*  Ue«  eOwnmlW,  dtiriilMna 

wa»J.    fhia,  of  course,  sTiould   be  ^:^t^  ^T-fSS'uT™  l^^^' 

frequently  changed,  and  the  cap  may  '                                   ciciao. 

be  easily  secured  by  a  atrip  of  oiled  

eilk  passing  through  the  little  bands  at 
the  aide.  Hie  ends  of  which  may  be 
fiiatened  to  the  adjoining  integument 

br  a  piece  of  plaster.  ms  raAcrinoitiB  < 

The  most  important  point  lo  ascer-  ax  a  oovsbmibi .  

tain,  if  possible,  before  such  an  ope-  knt  of  DNivKmsirtis,  kotal  coi-lbqcs 

ration  is  determined  on,  is  whether  the  o^  ruTSiciANa    —    - 

pleura  coetalii  and  pulmonalis  adhere  i  apothscauib'  f 

thU,  in  almost  all  the  cases  lo  which  Tng  point  of  highest  t,.-. 

Hub   apetstion   is  applicable,  will   be        '  i     ■  i  ,-        „  _._.   . 

found  to  be  the  ca^c;  Loui«,  on  this  community  in  any  legislative  enactment 

point,  goine  so  far  as  to  any,  "  If  there  touching  the  medical  profeasion,  is  un- 

were  no  adhesions,  neither  were  there  questionably  the  orALiFiCATioi*  oP  the 

Urge   or    medium-siwd   esravations;  MRMBta  of  that  pbofesbiow.     How 

K""/  ".S?^Sfd.'°-W;it"™"  ft.Co..eg«.,C,„po,..io.„l,h,hleh 

laHon,  p.  36.    All  will  agree,  who  have  the  profession  is  associated  are  to  b« 

had  any  experience  upon  this  subject,  administered,    matten    little    to    thq 

in  the  trnth  of  this  observation ;  at  the  ^^rj  j  ^i  i^rge :  whether  all,  or  only  a 

ume  time,  the  surgeon  cannot  divest  ,                 i,„„_  _„;„.;„  >hl  .j^:^;. 

hU  mind  of  the  po4ibiIity  of  his  open-  f'^";  "«  '*''"?""  ™'« '"  '^*  'Au>iT,i». 

ing    the    pleora,    and    thus   creating  tmtionof theiraflair«,orinthechoiceof 

pneumothorax.    It  would  undoubtedly,  the  officers  and  cooncil  by  which  these 

therefore,  in  relation  to  this  operation,  affairs  are  administered -whether  there 

be  most  important  for  us  "be  able  .         ^                ^                   ,  ^^ 

accurately  to  diagnose  the  presence  of  „,..*,            , 

adhesiona;  andit  has  struck  me  that  &e.-aU  ih.a  is  of  secondary  moment. 

;e  of  that  expansion  during  The  competency  of  the  men  who  are 
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tntrusted  with  the  public  health  is  the  iical   under  its    especial   protection  P 
paramount  consideration;  and  the  ques-  And  if  80|— and  we  apprehend  there 
tion  then  resolves  itself  into  very  sim-  can  be  but  one  answer  to  this  query , — 
pie  elements :  shall  the  public,  and  the  how  is  it  to  discharge  itself  of  this  im- 
Government  of  the  country  as  guar-  portant  duty    most  efficiently  ?      By 
dians  of  the  public,  be  content  with  taking  measures  to  secure  to  the  corn- 
moderate  competency,  with  men  hav-  munity  a   body   of   highly    educated 
ing  a  minimum  of  education  ;  or  shall  medical  men,  and  by  trusting  their  ex« 
they  insist  on  such  competency  in  the  amination  as  to  competency  with  no 
medical  advisers  of  the  community  as  private  and  irresponsible  board;  bat  by 
the  most  careful  education,  preliminary  assuming  the  duty  of  examining  mem- 
and  special,  can  alone  bestow  ?    Surely  hers  of  the  medical  profession  into  its 
there  is  but  one  way  in  which  this  own  hands,  through  a  public  and  re- 
question,    or  these  questions,  can  be  sponsible  board,  composed  of  men  who 
answered.     The  community  are  inte-  by  common    consent  are    themselves 
rested  in  an  infinitely  greater  degree  competent  to  the  difficult  office  of  ex- 
in  a  respectable  and  competent  body  aminers ;   who  would  at  all  times  act 
of  medical  advisers,  than  in  any  other  under  the  general  eye,  and  who  would 
class  of  functionaries  whatsoever.   The  have  no  interest  save  to  discharge  their 
medical  man  is  now  the  head  and  front  duty  faithfully  to  the  community, 
of  every   measure  having   the   social  We  do  seriously  believe    that   the 
welfare    and  progress    for  its  object,  government  of  a  country  in  these  times 
Under  his  eye  disease  has  long  been  is  as  imperatively  required  to  provide  a 
on  the  decrease,  and  it  is  certain  that  succession  of  fully  qualified  medical 
the  causes  of  disease  and  early  death  men  for  the  service  of  the  public,  as  it 
which  are  readily  remediable  are  still  is  to  secure  impartial  judges  for  the  due 
as  legion  in  comparison  with  those  that  administration  of  the  laws.    The  plan 
have  been  abated  or  removed.    They  by  which  we  think  this  important  ob- 
will  be  overcome,— they  can  onl^  be  ject  would  be  best  attained  is  abun- 
overcome  through  the  ceaseless  inter-  dantly  simple.    We  would  have  a  board 
cession  of  enlightened  medical  men  of  examiners,  independent  of  all  Col- 
with  governors  and  persons  of  rank  leges  and  Corporations,  specially  ap- 
and  influence  in  the  commonwealth,  pointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
who  are  in  general  utterly  ignorant  of  the  Home  Department,  for  the  purpose 
the  state  and  requirements  of  the  poor,  of  testing  the  competency  of  candidates 
The  medical  man  and  the  good  priest  for  the  license  to  practise  medicine,  and 
are  the  only  two  members  of  the  edu-  to  pass  this  board,  to  obtain  the  govem- 
cated  classes  who  ever  meet  in  the  ment  license,  should  be  imperative  upon 
abodes  of  sickness,  wretchedness,  and  all  who  aspired  to  the  responsible  po- 
poverty,  and  who  are  in  any  way  com-  sition  of  practitioner  of  medicine 
petent  to  advise  with  a  true  and  not  a  There  is  in  fact  but  one  medical  pro- 
mock  executive  upon  the  means  of  re-  fession,  though  it  be  split  into  several 
moving  the  huge  amount  of  physical  arbitrary  subdivisions :  the  physician, 
and  then  of  moral  evil  under  which  the  surgeon,  and  accoucheur,  all  study  the 
poorer  classes  lie  whelmed.  same  structure,  the  same  functions  in 
The  #/ii>i^iifl/,  the  mor«/,  Government  their  healthy  and  disordered  states; 
has  already  taken  under  its  special  pro-  and  they  strive,  by  the  same  means,  to 
tection  through  the  means  of  its  amply  acquire  familiarity  with  the  agencies  that 
endowed  church ;  shall  not  government  influence  the  body  in  health  and  disease, 
feel  it  equally  a  duty  to  take  the  />%-  The  department  which  each  man  chooses 
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in  after  life  is  the  result  of  predilection,  number  of  a  liberal  newspaper — we 

veryfrequentlyofaccident,orofcircum-  ^^""^ ,??'  f^^  ^^^  name,  lest  the  editor 

stance.    Let  him  be  left  free  to  select  should  be  down  upon  us  for  dishonesty, 

* .                  .  .         _       -  ^  y;          -  and  a  dozen  other  of  the  deadly  sins, 

this,  and  to  join  a  Royal  College  of  as  has  happened  before ;  but  we  may 

Physicians,  or  a  Royal  College  of  Sur-  say  that,  save  so  much   space  as  is 

geons,  or  a  Royal  College  of  Apothe-  occupied  by  one  of  Captain  J.  Rhodes 

caries,  as  he  lists,  afterwards.  Let  him  Pidding'smediumalvtrtisementsof  the 

_  '                  *          TT  •        •           J  Genuine     Howqua's    Mixture,"    Sir 

go  for  honours  to  an  Umversity,  and  James's  friends  occupy  three  columns 

acquire  a  title  if  he  pleases^GoTem-  of  the  newspaper.    The  list  is  the  fol- 

ment  would  interfere  with  nothing  of  lowing:— Blackburn's  Currant  Cough 

allthis.  It  would  only  say,  as  guardians  Elixir;  HoUoway's  Ointment  and  PilFs; 

e.i^       T-i-  i_    i.i_    i.w          .  Wray's  Family   Medicines,  viz.,  Aro- 

of  the  public  health  :"Werequire  every  n,atic  Spice   Plasters  for  the   Chest. 

person  who  proposes  to  practise  medi-  Cough  Pills,  Essence  of  Jamaica  Gin- 
cine  in  any  of  its  departments  to  have  ger,  justly  celebrated  Balsamic   Pills, 
gone  through  the  course  of  study  pre-  -^^^^^i^?,  Tonic  Powders  and  Pills 
•uji               os-iTi      JTT?  and  Specific  Mixture ;  Ford's  Pectoral 
scribed  by  our  official  Board  of  Ex-  g^j^^^  ^^  Horehound ;   Dixon's  Spe- 

amination,  our  Council  of  Health  and  cific  or   Anti-Rheumatic  Compound; 

Education.    With  existing  universities,  A  New  and  Practical  Work  on  Pte- 

colleges,  and  corporations,  we  do  not  mature     Decay,    enclosed    with    Dr. 

.  ,    7                 -D      A    ^  n ««:i  «•«  Jacques'  Eradicative  Botanical  Pills; 

interfere;  our  Board  or  Council  pre-  p^. Jacques'  Cordial  Balsam  of  Cirl 
scribes  no  rules  or  terms  to  them ;  they  cassia ;  The  2ist  Thousand  :  "  Man- 
have  full  liberty  to  exact  as  much  more  hood,"  &c. ;  Parr's  Life  Pills ;  Mr, 
or  as  much  less  than  our  Council  or  Thomas's    Succedaneum  ;    The     9lh 

B<«.d  require  HB  they  please."  IS^E^^^^XL^'U^^ 

We  do  not  thmk  it  necessary  to  enter  ^^^  Cordial  Balm  of  Syriacum,  and 

upon  the  details  of  this  plan.    We  Perry's  Purifying  Specific  Pills.    We 

would  only  say  this  much :    that  the  miss  Snooks  and  Cockle,  and  several 

Board  should  be  tripartite  or  tri-une  -  ?^*J«5,  familiar  friends,  in  the  above  list ; 

,    .       '^  ^          ^  -          ,  but  It  is  long  enough  notwithstanding 

one  section  being  set  apart  for  each  jj^^j^  absence. 

division  of  the  kingdom,  and  holding  

its  sessions  at  regular  and  fixed  periods  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION, 

-once  a  quarter,  or  once  a  month,  in  ^he  only  meeting  of  which  we  have 

London,  Dublin,  and  Edinburgh.  notice— we  by  no  means  say  that  it  is 

The  Colleges   of   Physicians,  Sur-  the  only  meeting  that  has  taken  place 

geons,andGeneral Practitioners  (should  since  our  last-was  held  at  Sunderland 

Tu      V            •               *  jv..^.,i^  #v,««  on  the  11th  inst.,  Dr.  Brown  in  the 

they  become  incorporated)  would  then  ^j^^^^^     ^j^^  resolutions  were  of  the 

be  mere   private  associations,  which  usual  character,— satisfaction  with  the 

government  licentiates  would  join  or  introduction  of  a  bill  into  parliament 

not  as  they  saw  fit  j  but  being  associated  for  the  regulation  of  the  medical  pro- 

with  whichshould  gi,e  no  pubUcc.aim  SnkTraUh.  £  1S^^ 

to  consideration.  constitution    unmixed    with    general 

THE    PRIME    oii^ACLE   TO    THE  S:^a":K'reSlnE  u^^^ 

SUPPRESSION  OF  QUACKERY.  practice  ;    the  necessity  of  making  the 

When  a  provincial  paper  comes  into  projected  registration  imperative,  and 

onr  hands  now,  we  always  instinctively  the   following   novelty,  as  we  rather 

turn, — of  course,  after  having  read  the  think  it,  but  obvious  consequence  of 

account  of  proceedings  at  the  medical  what  has  recently  transpired  in   the 

meeting  which  it  contains, — to  the  ad-  metropolis : — "That  this  meeting  views 

vertising  columns,  for  the  catalogue  of  with  ^eat  satisfaction  the  plan  sug- 

<^uack  medicines  and  quack  publica-  gested  of   incorporating  the   general 

tions.    The  following  is  from  a  single  practitioners  into  a  college  by  royal 
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charter,  whereby  their  interests  would  cousideratioD,  even  if  the  cause  they 
be  protected,  and  the  representation  in  advocated  had  less  of  truth  and  justice 
the  Council  of  Health  and  Medical  in  it  than  it  really  possesses;  but  when. 
Education,  so  much  desired,  might  be  in  addition,  we  take  into  account  the 
accomplished."  Upon  which  right-mindedness  and  business-like 
"  Mr.  Mordey  rose,  and  at  some  length  notions  that  characterise  all  their  pro- 
argued  that  as  there  were  already  so  ceedings,  and  regard  the  sound  judg- 
many  charters,  an  additional  one  for  ment  and  cogent  arguments  with  which 
the  general  practitioner  would  be  of  they  advocate  their  cause— and  that, 
no  use  at  all.  He  thought  that  in  the  too,  on  poblie  apart  from  profesnional 
course  of  a  few  short  years  there  would  considerations— we  must  in  candour 
only  be  two  classes  of  the  medical  pro-  acknowledge  that  we  now  see  no  better 
fession— physicians  and  surgeons;  and  method  of  rescuing  the  profession  from 
they  ou^ht  to  bring  it  to  that  as  soon  its  dilemma  th^n  by  freely  conceding 
as  possible."  We  say  amen  to  Mr.  to  the  general  practitioners  the  charter 
Mordey 's,  in  our  opinion,  very  sensible  and  coflege  they  demand, 
remark.  This  is  what  has  nappened  The  chief  difficulty  in  reconciling 
in  other  countries ;  wherefore  should  it  ourselves  to  the  subdivision  of  the 
not  speedily  be  brought  to  pass  in  medical  profession  into  three  classes  of 
England  P  practitioners  arose  from  an  anxious  de- 

sire  to  retain  connected  with  one  or 

LONDON  MEDICAL  DIRECTORY,  other  of  our  existing  Colleges  the  most 

We  have  had  information  given  to  us  numerous  and  extensively  employed  of 

that  this  projected  publication  is  in  the  either  section,  and  from  a  great  fear 

hands  of  respectable  medical  men,  and  that  the  majonty   of  the  profession 

that  there  is  nothing  ouackinh  or  im-  ^o^^d  still  be  degraded  by  the  bad^.of 

proper  in  the  idea.    We  have  even  had  trade  m  con  tin  mug  their  connection 

asTCcimenpage  submitted  for  our  in-  ^^^h  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  of 

spection,  and  not   only  can  find  no  ^"^  impropriety  of  which  association, 

fault  with  the  execution,  but  feel  dis-  ©"^  ^^ws  and  opinions  have  been  fre- 

posed  to  view  the  thing  as  likely  to  be  quently  expressed.    But  themtelhgent 

useful.    All  notorious  quacks,  all  who  general  practitioners  of  the  metropolis, 

have  fallen  away  from  their  high  des-  ^  well  as  generally  throughout  the 

tinies  as  medical  men,  though  ten  times  country,   repudiate  such  an  alhance, 

members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  ^1^  *^a^e  boldly  led  the  van.  themselves 

geons,  should  of  course  be  excluded  taking  the  initiative:  yet,  with  Mjneroua 

from  a  list  of  the  profession.  J^d    grateful    recollection    of    their 

^ foster> mother  —  their    pia    mater    of 

THE  GENERAL  PRACTITIONERS.  ^^^,J}^^^  ""i^??  I^^JiLhlJ^J^^ 

with  them,  dutifully  promising  to  pro- 

[Wb  have  the  following  from  an  es-  vide  her  in  her  extremity  with  a  restmg- 

teemed  friend  and  occasional  contri-  place  and  a  home.    We  therefore  hope, 

butor.     It  ought  probably  to  have  gone  in  sober  earnestness,  that  the  genml 

into  small  type ;  but  our  friend  having  practitioners  may  succeed  in  their  pre- 

taken  the  editorial  tone,  and  our  printer  sent  endeavours,  and  that  through  tneir 

having  set  it  up  large,  we  give  it  place  means  the  practice  of  medicine  in  this 

next  ourself,  as  containing  the  views  of  country  may  be  readjusted,  bv  the  con- 

an  influential  section  of  the  medical  stitution  of  a  distinct  and  independent 

profession."— Ed.  Gaz.]  college  for  each  of  the  three  subdivi- 

LiTTLB  doubt  appears  to  be  now  enter-  sions  into  which  the  requirements  of 

tained  by  many  influential  members  of  society  have  arranged  the  medicalpro- 

the  profession,  that  the  General  Prac-  fession.    We  at  the  same  time  fervently 

titioners  will  obtain  the  object  they  repeat  our  former  aspirations  that  there 

have  set  their  hearts  upon— namely,  a  ^  ^ut  one  profession,  though  consisting 

charter  of  incorporation,  and  a  distinct  of  three  instead  of  two  classes  of  practi- 

college  of  their  own.    The  numerical  tinners ;    the  new  College  of  General 

strength  and  professional  importance  Practitioners  being  constituted  as  in- 

of  the  fiubdivinon  of  the  profession  to  dependent  of  the  existing  Colleges  as 

which  they  belong  would  of  themselves  they  arc  of  each  other, 

entitle  any  opinions  expressed  collec-  This  plan  unquestionably  presents 

tivelyby  this  body  to  great  weight  and  t»»e  fewest  difficulties,  for  were  the 
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F^Uowbhip  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  registration  being  employed  in  any  way 

thrown  open  to  all  its  existing  Mem-  that  would  conduce  to  the  protection 

hers,  that  College  never  could  become  of  the  community  and  the  security  of  the 

the  head  of  the  body  of  general  practi-  individual.    Pecuniary  matters  being, 

tioners,  having  no  authority  to  confer  therefore,  the  difficulty,  and  the  chief 

a  diploma  to  practise  medicine ;  a  pri.  difficulty,  in  any  new  arrangement  of 

vilege  which  they  could  never  hope  to  the  Licensing  Boards    of  the  future 

obtain  under  existing  circumstances;  members  of  tne  profession,   we  now 

and  a  forced  and  unwilling  connection  earnestly  and  seriously  ask  the  leading 

with  the  College  of  Physicians  would  members  of  the  g^reat  subdivisions  of 

be  equally    disadvantageous  to    both  the  profession,  if  private  conference  and 

parties,  fair  arbitration  would  not  be  far  more 

It  is  quite  clear,  indeed,  especially  as  likely  to  lead  to  an  equitable  solution 

far  as  the  community  is  concerned,  of  the  dilemma,  than  any  public  de- 

that  the  general  practitioner  must  be  monstration,  however  ably  or  tempe- 

left  to  bis  own  guidance  and  direction,  rately  conducted* 

Doubtless  he  wul  educate  himself  to  as    

hi^h  a  standard  as  the  requirements  of  ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 

this  great  community  demand ;  and  if  SOCIETY. 

he  is  contented  with  the  rank  and  re-  Tae.d.y,  December  lOth,  1844, 

putation   which   a   diplonia  from  hie  ^a.  Stanley.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

own    college    would   confer  on  him,  . 

surely  the  other  colleges  have  nothing  ob»ervatioM  on  Cl^  Palate,  and  on  8ta^ 

to  say  m  the  matter.  phyloraphy.  By  Wm.  Fbbgusson,  Esq., 

And  now  comes  the  question  of  pecu-  Professor  of  Surgery  in  King's  College, 

niary  arrangement ~ the  main  quettian  London. 

after  all.    But  here,  too,  we  think  we  Thb    author    commences    his    paper    by 

perceive  a  method  bv  which  all  diffi-  making    some    general    remarks    on    the 

culties  may  be  sc^lved,  if  the  arrange-  operation  for    cleft  palate,   performed  in 

ments  to  be  made  are  only  entered  upon  this  country  and  abroad.     He  then  pro- 

in  a  kind  and  liberal  spirit :  and  what  a  ceeds  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  a  dissec- 

blessing  would  be  conferred  upon  the  tion  which  he  had  the  opportunity  of  making 

community,  could  these  arrangements  of  the  muscles  which  operate  upon  the  soft 

be  undertaken  withthe  anxious  desire  to  P»  **^'  ''^  *^  individual  who  had  both  the 

reconcile  existing  differences,  and  once  J^^?"^.^  *"^  »  P°^°"/,(  ^^'^^''l^  P^*^»  ^1^' 

more  reunite  our  noble  profession  into  Sn  «rZ  nnUonf  Tlff^^^^^^^ 

£               J.,         j^,         X    J3       f  tion  of  the  opinions  of  dmerent  eminent 

a  firm,  cordial,  and  sealous  body  of  phy,ioiogi,tg  ionceming  the  motion,  of  the 

scientific  benefactors    to   the  human  i,^^^  pJati,  and  its  arclie.,  during  the  acta 

'^^J  •                    1.         ^          I.  of  deglutition;  and  by  the  author  stating  his 

We  propose,  then,  first,  that  a  sum,  ©wn  views  as  to  the  actions  of  the  various 

to  be  named  hereafter,  be  appropriated  muscles  when  the  palate  is  cleft.    This  part 

out  of  the  fees  paid  upon  the  registra-  of  the  subject  he  further  illustrates  by  de- 

tion  of  all  legsilly  recognized  medical  scribing  four  different  states  in  which  the 

practitioners  (such  fee  and  registration  flaps  on  each  side  may  be  seen  upon  looking 

to  be  compulsory,  and  paid  annually),  into  the  mouth  of  a  person'  who  has  split 

to  be  paid  over  to  the  Royal  College  of  palates,  and  irritating  them  in  different  ways. 

Surgeons,  as  the  guardians  and  keepers  ^7  porsuing  this  course  of  anatomical  and 

of  the  Hunterian  Museum  and  Library,  physiological  inquiry,  he  arrives  at  the  fol- 

and  which  should  henceforth,  and  in  lowing  conclusions :    1.  That  the  flaps  arc 

consideration  of  such  annual  grant,  be  slightly  dniwn  upwards,  and  to  the  sides, 

open  alike  to  all  the  members  of  the  me-  when  the  levator  palati  contracts     2  That 

a9f.<.i  n.^r^.;^.*       A    »^.*..,*: r^    -  when  the  levator  palati,  and  palato-pharyn- 

dical  profession.  Jl  remstration  fee,  a  gens,  act  strongly  and  together,  the  flaps  are 

jortionofwhichshouldlbeappropna  ed  »,  forcibly  draVi  from  the  miial  gap,  that 

for  such  a  purpose,  and  as  an  eqmtable  they  can  Marcely  be  distinguished  from  the 

compensation  to  the  College  of  Surgeons  gidca  of  the  pharynx.    3.  That  the  flaps  an 

for  partinewith  Its  share  in  theexamina-  forced  together,  and  the  edges  come  into 

tionfeesofthegeneral practitioner,  would  contact,  when  the  superior  constrictor  muscle 

be  a  tax  that  the  profession  would  cheer-  contracts  during  the  act  of  deglutition.    4. 

fully  and^  willingly  incur  to  secure  in  That  the  circumflezus  palati  possesses  but  a 

its  inte^ty  that  noble  collection ;  the  feeble  power  over  the  flaps.    Lastly,  the 

remaining  portion  of  the  fees  paid  on  fibres  of  the  pallato  glossus  were  very  im- 
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perfectly  developed  in  the  specimen  in  his  palate  were  able  to  swallow  food  without  its 

possession.     The  chief  object  of  his  paper  passing  into  the  nostrilSf  and  the  division  of 

is  to  communicate  a  novel  plan  of  operat-  the  motor  muscles  of  the  palate.     Did  the 

ing  in  staphyloraphy,  founded  on  the  above  silence  of  the  members  on  the  subject  indi- 

investigations,  and   which    he  has  put  in  cate  that  they  were  unprepared  to  discuss 

practice,  with  most  satisfactory  results,  in  such  novelties  ? 

two  cases,  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Sir  6.  Lefevre  was  sorry  that  so  impor- 
The  principle  of  his  new  proposal  is  to  di-  tant  a  paper  appeared  to  excite  so  little  dis- 
vide  those  muscles  of  the  palate  which  have  cussion.  He  inquired  of  the  author  the 
the  effect  of  drawing  the  flaps  from  each  length  of  time  that  elapsed  before  the  As- 
other,  and  widening  the  gap  between  them  sure  was  quite  closed,  and  how  far  the 
when  they  contract ;  so  that  the  stretched  operation  had  influenced  speech  ? 
velum  may  be  in  a  state  of  repose,  and  the  Mr.  Fergusson  had  referred  to  the  two 
pared  edges  may  not  be  pulled  asunder  by  cases  in  his  paper  rather  vnth  the  view 
any  convulsive  action  of  the  parts,  during  of  producing  living  evidence  respecting  his 
the  process  of  union.  In  other  words,  he  oderation,  than  for  the  purpose  of  entering 
advises,  as  an  important  accessory  to  the  into  a  minute  history  of  the  cases.  He 
operation  of  staphyloraphy,  the  division  of  would,  however,  briefly  describe  these  cases 
the  levator  palati  and  palato-pharyngens  to  the  Society.  One  of  the  patients  was  a 
muscles,  and,  if  requisite,  the  paiato-glossus.  youth,  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  who 
In  bringing  forward  this  plan,  he  reviews  had  a  congenital  defect  of  the  palate.  He 
the  different  modes  of  operating  waich  have  was  anxious  to  make  his  way  in  the  world, 
been  produced  by  numerous  distinguished  and  was  desirous,  as  he  had  interest,  to  go 
surgeons  who  have  written  on  the  subject :  into  the  army,  but  his  deformity  rendered 
and  he  concludes  by  entering  into  several  his  success  almost  hopeless.  When  he  (Mr. 
minute  details  regarding  the  steps  in  his  own  F.)  first  saw  the  case,  the  gap  was  so  ex- 
operation,  and  by  describing  the  particular  tensive,  that  he  was  not  sanguine  as  to  the 
forms  of  instruments  which  he  had  found  success  of  an  operation  in  producing  union, 
best  adapted  for  his  proceedings.  or  improving  the  voice,  for  experience  had 

The  preparation  of  cleft  palate,  a  dissec-  convinced  him  that  the  latter  was  scarcely  to 

tion  of  the  parts  in  the  usual  condition  of  be  more  than  hoped  for.     The  patient,  how- 

the  throat,  a  variety  of   diagrams,  instru-  ever,  was  willing  to  abide  the  result  of  any 

ments,  &c.,  were  on  the  table,  to  illustrate  operative  procedure,  and  the  operation  de* 

the  views  of  the  au.hor.  scribed  in  the  paper  had  accordingly  been 

performed.     A  part  of  the  gap  had  opened 

The  President  inquired  if  any  member  pre-  again,   but  a  second  operation  was   some 

sent  had  dissected  a  cleft  palate,  and  directed  months  afterwards  performed,  and  the  suc- 

attention  to  the  dissection  of  Mr.  Fergusson.  cess  had  been  complete.     The  tones,   and 

Mr.  Ciesar  Hawkins  inquired  the  ages  of  mode  of  articulation,  appeared  at  first  to  be 

the  patients  operated  on,  and  whether  the  somewhat  improved,  but  soon  returned  to 

hard  palate,  as  well  as  the  soft,  were  involved  their  former  imperfection,  and  so  remained 

in  the  deformity.  until  he  placed  himself  under  a  teacher  of 

Mr.  Fergusson  replied-,  that  in  his  opera-  elocution,  which  he  did  eight  months  after 
tions  he  had  been  guided  by  a  rule  generally  the  operation.  Under  the  tuition  of  Mr. 
followed  in  these  cases  by  surgeons;  he  had  Hunt,  in  a  very  brief  period,  the  improve- 
not  operated  until  the  patients  were  of  an  ment  had  been  truly  astonishing,  and  he 
adult  age.  In  both  cases,  little  of  the  hard  (Mr.  F.)  had  no  doubt  would  eventually  be 
palate  was  involved  in  the  fissure.  Such  a  such  as  would  enable  him  to  enter  the  army, 
condition,  he  thought,  made  little  difference  The  second  case  was  that  of  a  young  lady, 
regarding  the  proposed  operation,  for,  as  he  the  same  age  as  the  former  patient,  and  who 
had  pointed  out,  the  motor  power  influenced  seldom  or  never  attempted  to  speak  in  com- 
only  the  soft  tissues ;  should  Warren's  opera-  pany,  so  conscious  was  she  of  the  miserable 
tion  be  resorted  to,  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  defect  under  whirh  she  laboured.  She 
tissues  dissected  from  the  bones  would  be  cheerfully  assented  to  the  operation,  which 
subjected  to  no  motory  influence.  He  in  her  case  had  been  suooeaaful.  There 
pointed  to  some  casts  before  the  Society,  still,  however,  remained,  in  this  case,  a 
which  exhibited  the  fissure  in  the  bony  slight  aperture  anteriorly  ;  this,  however, 
palate,  and  remarked,  that  an  observation  of  woulddoubtlesssoonbe  closed.  Surgeons  ac- 
these  would  shew  that  when  the  soft  tissues  quainted  with  these  operations  knew  weM 
were  dissected,  and  brought  downwards,  that  they  occasionally  required  repetition, 
they  would  easily  meet  in  the  mesial  line.  and  that  apertures  would  sometimes  remain 

The  President  pointed  out  the  chief  fea-  for  a  considerable  period  afterwards,  until 

tures    and  novelties    in    Mr.    Fergusson's  closed  by  the  use  of  the  cautery,   or  of 

paper,  as  consisting  in  the  explanation  given  caustic.     It  might  be  said  that  this  patient 

of  the  mode  in  which  persons  with  fissured  required  to  be  taught  to  speak,  and  this,  ha 
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thought,  she  would  loon  do,  if  placed  under    tanoe  to  th«  effects  of  thii  muiole  on  the 
B  good  teacher  of  elocution.     He  had,  when    soft  palate. 

M  tiller  and  Warren  were  in  this  country,       Mr.  Fergusson  had  mentioned  in  his  paper 
inquired  of   these    distinguished    surgeons    his  opinion  that  the  levator  palati  eierted 
their  experience  respecting  the  influence  of    but  small  influence  over  the  moveable  parts, 
the  operation  for  cleft  palate  on  the  voice,     He  had,  at  one  time,  held  a  contrary  opinion, 
and  both  these  gentlemen  replied  that  they    but  observation  had  convinced  him  the  influ- 

had  reason  in  some  cases  to  be  disappointed,  ence  of  this  muscle  would  be  unlikely  to  in- 

A  few  days  after  the  operation  would  deter-  terfere  with  the  success  of  an  operation, 
mine  its  success,  for  if,  after  the  stitches     He  was  convinced  on  this  point,  by  the 

were  removed  at  the  expiration  of  six  to  ten  shape,    development,   and    course    of    the 

days,  the  parts  kept  together,  a  perfect  cure  muscle.      He  referred,  in  confirmation   of 

was  pretty  certain.     He  referred  to  a  case  this  opinion,  to  a  dissection  of  the  muscle  in 

lately  related  to  him  by  Sir  B.  Brodie,  in  the  natural  state.     The  name  tensor,  im- 

wbich,  after  the  operation,  no  improvement  plied  a  power  which   the  muscle  did  not 

in  articulation  took  place  until  the  patient  re-allj  possess ;   the  motion  was  scarcely  to 

had  taken  lessons  in  elocution.     He  after-  be  discovered. 

wards  spoke  tolsrably  well,  and  obtained  a         Mr.  Partridge  remarked  that  the  tensor 

commission  in  the  army.  palati  was  very  small   in   the   preparation 

Dr.  Gregory  inquired  if  any  mechanical  which  had  been  exhibited, 
apparatus  had  been  resorted  to  before  the         Mr.  Fergusson  was  of  a  different  opinion, 

operation  in  the  cases  just  related  ;    if  so,  for  he  thought  the  muscle  larger  than  usual, 

what  WQ8  its  effect  ?   and  what  was  the  ex-  and  that  its  action  was  more  apparent  in  the 

perience  of  the  author  of  the  paper  respect-  cleft  than  in  the  natural  palate, 
ing  mechanical  contrivances  in  cleft  palate         The  next  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be 

g^nWj  ?  held  on  Tuesday,  the  Uth  of  January,  1845. 

Mr.  Partridge  inquired  if  there  were  any  _________________________._«.__ 

difficiJty  in  elevating  the  soft  pabte,  or  in       PHYSICAL    SOCIETY    OF    GUYS 
deglutition,  after  the  operation  ?  r*  m      t 

Mr.  Fergusson  replied  that  in  the  cases  HOSPITAL, 

he  had  just  related,  no  kind  of  apparatus  had  J.  S.  Streetsr,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair, 

been  used  before  the  operation.     He  had  no  Dec.  uth,  1814. 

experience  on  this  point ;    Mr.  Partridge's  — ^ 

question  involved  a  controversial  point,  for  Mr.  lLiFF,of  NewingtonButts,  readapaper, 

Uie  most  eminent  physiologists  differed  with  in  which  he  brought  before  the  notice  of  the 

respect  to  the  action  and  condition  of  the  Society  the  consideration   of  those  mem- 

soft  velum   during  the  act  of  deglutition,  branous-like  formations  which  are  not  un- 

He,  himself,  considered  that  there  was  littie  frequently  passed  by  pa*tients  mingled  with 

motion  in  it  during  that  act.     In  a  patient  their  alvine  evacuations.     He  regarded  the 

whom  he  had  the  longest  opportunity  of  ob-  mucous  membrane  of  any  part  of  the  intes- 

serving,  the  motions  were  much  the  same  as  tinal  canal  from  the  duodenum  to  the  sig> 

in   the  natural  palate.     He  could  observe  moid  flexure  of  the  colon,  as  capable  of 

the  action  of  the  levator  palati  as  readily  as  originating  them  when  exposed  to  adequate 

in  the  well-formed  structure.     He  had  no  causes  of  irritation.     Their  exact  nature  he 

doubt   that  the  levator  palati  had   formed  would  not  take  upon  himself  to  decide,  but 

new  adhesions  to  the  velum.     It  was  worth  purposely  left  that  part  of  his  subject  for 

noticing,  that  in  the  early  attempt  at  deglu-  elucidation  in  the  discussion  which  he  hoped 

tition  succeeding  the  operation,  the  morsel  to  elicit.     This  peculiar  disease  of  the  intes- 

was  slipped  back  in  the  most  gentle  manner,  tine  according  to  his  observations  occurred 

which  was  attributable  to  the  tender  state  of  most  frequently  in  women,  had  always  been 

the  parts,  and  the  cautions  of  the  surgeon  ;  preceded  by  dyspeptic  symptoms,  often  of 

in  addition  to  these  the  soft  palate  was  at  long  continuance,  and  was  best  combated  by 

first  so  hardened  and  thickened,  that  it  was  undeviating  attention  to  diet,  soothing  mea- 

used  with  difficulty,  but  in  a  short  time  it  sures,  light  tonics  and  slight  astringents,  as 

assumed  a  more  natural  condition,  and  the  Liq.  Potasses  and  Balsam  Copaiba,  and  the 

patient  could  then  both  swallow  and  speak  careful  employment  of   only    the    mildest 

with  great  facility.  aperients.     He  read  the  particulars  of  eight 

Mr.  Shaw  observed  that  the  author  had  or  nine  cases  which  had  come  under  his  care, 

laid  little  stress  on  the  action  of  the  circum-  all  of  which,  save  one,  the  subject  of  malig- 

flexus  or  tensor  palati,  in  his  paper ;   this  nant  disease  of  the  os  uteri,  and  another 

might  be  supposed  by  some  to  be  a  weak  which  had  passed  from  his  care,  had  regained 

point,  as  the  action  of  this  muscle  might  and  preserved  a  tolerably  good  state    of 

tend  to  the  separation  of  the  sides  of  the  health.    The  paper  and  cases  were  illustrated 

wound.     Much  reflection  on  this  subject,  by  numerous  preparations  and    drawings, 

however,  had  led  him  to  attach  little  impor-  In  the  course  of  his  observations »  Mr.  Iltff 
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allnded  to  the  cases  of  aaalogom  formation!  meostntitioo.    He  had  lately  had  the  op* 

by  the  bronchial  membrane,  one  read  by  portnnity  of  microacopically  examining  this 

himself  in  1822  (Med.  Rep.  Vol.  18),  those  morbid  stmcture  in  the  uteras  of  a  woman 

read  by  Mr.  North,  before  the  Royal  College  who  died  during  the  catamenial  period,  and 

of  Physicians,  and  recorded  in  the  London  had  found  it  to  be  of  epithelial  formation. 

MBDiCALGAZKTTBin  1838,andtho8ebyDr.  The  hour  allotted    for   discussion    having 

Reid  in  the  last  volume  of  the  Med.  Chir.  elapsed,  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  Society 

Trans.^to  the  special  papers  on  their  for*  were  voted  to  Mr.  Iliff,  and  the  President 

mation  by  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  announceed  that  the  next  meeting  would 

duodenum  by  Dr.  Powell  in  1818  (Trans,  of  take  place  on  Saturday,  the  4th  of  January, 

the  College  of  Physicians,  Vol.  vi.)  and  by  Dr.  but  did    not   name  the  subject  for    dis* 

Todd  of  Brighton,  under  the  name  of  FoUi-  enssion. 
cular  Duodenal   Dyspepsia  (Cyclopedia  of 
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case  that  fell  under  the  observation  of  Dr« 

Mann  Burrows,  in  18  U  (Med.  Rep.  Vol.  1),  __     ,  ,        ^T~,  ,    ,    , 

at  whose    request    Dr.  A.  Thomson    in.  W»  ^t  ^^ek  stated  that  we  had  closed 

stituted  a  chemical  examination  of  the  sub-  *f  >»  unpleasant  subject.     Dr.  Guy  considers 

stance  passed,  and  found  it ''consisted  chiefly  t****  *»«  has  not  been  fairly  treated,  and 

of   animal  mucus,  combined  with  a  small  fcq^ests  us,  m  Justice  to  him,  to  insert  a 

portion  of  albumen  and  gelatin.''  "'^^^  *»  "P^y  ^  ^f  •  Taylor,  with  additional 

He  concluded  by  drawing  attention  to  a  remarVB  upon  the  notice  of  his  book  con- 
similar  case  just  published  by  Dr.  Arthur  ^^  »°  the  number  of  last  week.    We  are 
Farre,  m  the  Trans,  of  the  Microscopical  ^»^J^«  ^  ^^^^  P^'  G«J  "?  ^  request, 
Society,  who  from  the  examination  he  has  **^  ***^®  inserted  his  commumcations. 
iMtituted,  believes  the  formation  is  one  of  a        y^  ^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^  j^^^.^^  g^^^^^ 
confervoid  type — an  oscillatona  in  fact — ^the  ^ 
result  of  sporules  swallowed  by  the  patient  in            Sir, 

her  ordinary  drink.     An  opinion  at  which  Mr.  Taylor's  letter  of  last  week  puts  aq 

Mr.  lliff  expressed  his  surprise,  and  could  end  to  all  controversy  between  my  reviewer 

not  adopt,  unless  confirmed  by  further  mi-  and  myself,  and  renders  the  publication  of 

croscopicalexaminations,and  also  by  chemical  the  last  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  of 

inquiry.      Drawings  of  a  conferva,  and  of  addressing  to  you  unnecessary, 
the  supposed  species  of  osdUatoria,  were  also        Mr.  Taylor  fairly   takes  upon  himself, 

exhibited,  but  the  specimen  which  had  been  though  in  a  very  modified   and  subdued 

lent  by    Mr.   Sowerby    for  the   occssion,  form,  the  unmeasured  invective  of  the  re<* 

could. not  then  be  ezaminedr  for  the  key  of  view,  which  I  never  Regarded  in  any  other 

the    hospital    microscope  was   not    forth-  light  than  as  the  exaggerated  and  distorted 

•oming.  representation  of  Mr.  Taylor's  sentimente. 

A  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Dn.  Brere-  His  charge  i^nst  me  is  to  the  effect,  that 

ton,    Edmund,    Birkett,    Oldham,    Munk  the  **  *  Manual  of  Medical  Jurisprudence' 

and    Chevers,     and    Messra.    Greenwood,  has  been  much  more  frequently  used  by  me, 

Blenkame,  Lloyd,  and  Birket,  took  part,  without  reference  or  acknowledgment,  than 

The  essential  dependence  of   these  mem-  is  either  proper  or  becoming  in  one  writer 

branous  formations  on  precedent  irritation  following  another  so  dosely  on  the  same 

or  inflammation — the  degree  of  the  latter,  subject ;"  and  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 

and  its  acute  or  chronic  character — the  mo-  letter  the  charge  is  limited  to  the  statement 

dification  of  these  membrasiform  producta  that  my  " '  Chemical  Toxicology'  ia  sub- 

by   respective  peculiarities  in  the  minute  stantially  abridged  from  that  Utely  published 

anatomy  of  the  respiratory   or    intestinal  in  the  *  Manual.'  with  occasional  interpo^ 

membrane  from   which  they  derive    their  lations  from  Christison  and  Beck."     This, 

origin — and  the  probability  of  their  being  the  then,  seems  to  be  the  extent  to  which  Mr. 

result  of  two  difierent  morbid  conditions  of  Taylor  seen»  ready  to  support  the  allegations 

the  mucous  membrane ;  the  one,  imtation,  of  the  review. 

producing  a  mere  thickened  epithelial  coat  of  I  must  first  express  my  surprise  that  Mr. 
the  tube,  as  in  the  so-called  cases  of  bronchial  Taylor,  who,  I  presume,  has  not  made  this 
polypus,  while  the  other  was  a  real  acute  in-  charge  without  reading  my  book  with  some 
flammation  attended  with  effusion  of  6brine,  attention,  should  designate  my  constant  and 
as  in  croup,  formed  the  most  interesting  full  references  to  Chriatisou's  work  as 
topics  of  debate.  Mr.  Bienkame  related  a  *'  occasional  interpolations.  "  Why,  mj 
case  where  a  cast  of  the  meatus  auditorius  ex-  quotations  from  Christison  are  three  time^ 
ternus  had  been  thrown  off.  Dr.  Oldham  par-  as  numerous,  and  ten  times  as  Important,  as 
ticularly  contended  for  the  two-fold  morbid  those  from  the  Manual.  I  not  only  eon- 
origin  of  pseudo  membranes,  by  an  especial  stantly  refer  to  him  for  esses,  but  for  more 
reference  to  observations  on  membranous  complete  and  detailed  information  on  all  the 
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more  important  pobteof  toxicology.  Beok  mineral,  or  sine  before  araenic,  or  I  must 
IB  quoted  onty  once.  This  extraordinary  have  mixed  all  the  poisona  together,  or  in- 
miarepresentation  of  Mr.  Taylor's  moat  con-  vented  some  nnsonnd  arrangement  of  my 
vkkce  any  impartial  man  that  be  writes  under  own.  Again,  in  treating  the  individnal 
the  inilnenoe  of  some  feeling  very  unfavonr-  snbjects.  I  most  have  departed  from  the  {dan 
able  to  accuracy.  He  ia  evidsntly  labouring  of  the  first  two  parts,  and  of  my  lectures, 
under  some  strange  mistake,  or  he  is  the  and  have  blended  tests,  symptoms,  post- 
dupe  of  a '*  foregone  eondusion."  mortem  appearances,    smallest  fatal  dose. 

Now,  as  to  the  remainder  of  the  cfaaige.  average  doration,  and  treatment,  in  nndis- 

My  '*diemical  toxicology,"  it  appears,  is  tingnishable  confusion.      By  these  means, 

an  abridgment  of  Mr.  Taylor's.     1  presume  and  by  these  alone,  could  I  have  escaped  the 

that  thia  phnse  is  synonymous  with  the  charge  of  plagiarism.    The  alternative  was 

more  common  expression  **  tests  for  poisons."  a  oonfosed  contrast  to  the  first  two  parts  of 

If  so,  I  have  merely  to  remind  Mr.  Taylor  my  book,  or  the  lash  of  the  reviewer,  and 

that  for  some  few  years  past  I  have  been  in  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Taylor.     It  required 

the  halut  of  exhibiting  to  my  class  the  tcbts  some  courage  to  prefer  the  last,  but  I  em- 

for  poisons,  of  explaining  the  necessary  pre-  braced  it  without  hesitation.    By  means  of 

cantioos,  and  of  pointing  out  the  fallacies  a  new  arrangement  of  the  testa  for  poiaons, 

which  attach  to  them.    With  all  my  prone-  the  invention  of  a  new  form  of  chemical 

Bess  to  plagiarism,  therefore,  my  knowledge  table,  sundry  extensive  analyses  of  cases  of 

of  the  subject  prevented  me  from  gratifying  poisoning,  a  novel  suggestion  here  and  there, 

my  ftivourite  propensity  to  any  great  extent,  and  an  occasional  experiment,  I  contrived  to 

If  Mr.  Taylor  had  made  some  important  give  an  air  of  originality  to  the  "  Prind- 

ehemical  discoveries,  or  suggested  a  score  or  pies,"  to  which,  in  my  partiality  for  my 

two  of  new  tests,  I  should  of  course  have  own  production,  I  attatth  some  slight  im- 

appropriated  them  without  a  moment's  hesi-  portance. 

tation;  but  as  I  found  only  two  unimportant  One  word  about  the  letter  to  the  Lancet, 

•uggeationa,  I  made  an  open  display  of  my  For  reasons  which  will  be  easily  understood, 

honesty,  and  quoted  them  in  due  form.    To  I  did  not  atate  all  the  drcnmstanoes  which 

keep  up  appearances,  I  put  one  of  them  to  led  to  that  oommunicatioa.    I  now  supply 

the  test  of  experiment,  and  was  somewhat  the  deficiency.    A  mutual  friend  of  Mr. 

surprised  to  find  that  it  did  not  anawer.     I  Taylor  and  mysdf,  whose  name  it  is  unne- 

waa  not  aware,  till  I  read  Mr.  Taylor 'a  letter,  oessary  to  mix  up  in  this  controversy,  wrote 

that  the  accident  of  priority  of  publication  to  me  to  state  that  Mr.  Taylor  bad  pointed  out 

oonferred  the  right  of   appropriating    the  to  him  several  passagca  in  my  second  part 

common  and  familiar  facts  of  chemistry.     I  which  had  been  taken  with  little  or  no  altera- 

had  innocently  regarded  them  aa  public  ivo-  tion  from  the  first  volume  of  the  '*  £lements 

perty,  and  am  not  evev  now  quite  convinced  of  MedicalJurisprudence.*'  I  lost  no  time  ia 

of  the  contrary.    If  Mr.  Taylor  should  sue-  explaining  the  drcumatance  both  to   the 

eeed  in  estahlishiag  this  monopoly,  and  I  in  friend  in  queation,  and  to  Mr.  Taylor,  and  I 

leforaing  my  bad  habits,^  meters  will  be  have  the  best  reason  to  believe  that  my  ex- 

greatly  simplified.    One  comprehensive  re.-  planation  was  satisfactory  to  both  gentlc«neo. 

fbrcnoe  will  suffice.  After  this  communication  with  the  parlrf 

In  truth,  Mr.  Tsylor's  Maonal  was  a  great  most  interosted,  I  thought  to  hear  no  more 
embarrassment  to  me.    I  knew  that  if  I  did  of  my  unintentional  appropriations,  but  find- 
not  refer  to  it,  I  might,  by  some  untoward  ing  that  the  subject  was  talked  about,  I 
coincidence,  strengthen    the    premeditated  wrote  the  latter  alluded  to.     It  is  necessary 
charge  of  pbgiarism.     For  instance,  had  I  to  state  that  my  friend  assured  me  that  he 
dted  the  familiar  case  in  which  the  question  had  not  opened  his  lips  on  the  subject. 
of  the  influence  of  hd>it  in  lessening  the  The  letter  which  I  addressed  to  yon  the 
effect  of  opium  was  raised  in  a  Court  of  week  before  last,  renders  a  longer  replv  to 
Law,  I  should  have  added  force  to  the  foli-  Mr.  Tayfor's  charge  unncQessary.     I  have 
dtous  paralld  of  my  reviewer.    If ,  on  the  only  to  add,  that  I  justify  the  use  I  have  made 
contrary,  I  had  made  no  rsforenee  to  th^  of  his  '*  Manual,"  and  am  willing  to  abide 
Manual,  or  if  I  had  followed  Mr.'  Taytor's  by  the  sentence  which  the  profesdon  may 
own  example,  and.  Instead  of  saying  Mr.  pass  upon  me.    What  I  have  dona,  I  have 
Taylor  gives  this  case,  or  thinks  this  or  that,  done  deUberatdy,  and  with  a  full  oonvkstion 
I  had  sdd  such  and  such  a  case  had  been  thai,  do  what  I  might,  I  oould  only  escape 
recorded,  or  such  an  opinion  had  been  enter-  censure  by  consenting  to  abandon  the  order 
tdned,  I  should  have  been  accused  of  pass-  and  arrangement  of  which  experience  had 
ing  over  in  silence  the  name  of  a  cootem-  tanght  me  die  vdue. 
povf  ry.    i  could  only  avoid  the  appearance  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
of  cppying  Mr.  Taylor's  arrangement,  by  de  *  Your  obedient  servant, 
par^^V  as  widely  aspoepiblefrop  Dr.  ChrisU-  Wiluam  A.  Guir. 
fon,  whom  I  bad  adopted  as  my  model.  I  must  li,  Bkxmishury  Squai^ 
have  put  the  vegetable  poisons  before  the  December  9tb,  1844. 
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The  following  \a  Dr.  Guy's  second  letter 
in  reference  to  the  criticism  contained  in 
oar  last  number. 


DR.  GVY'b  aSPLY  TO  THB  *<  RBMAKKS. 


ti 


To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

Trb  "  Remarks  on  Dr.  Gny  and  his  Re- 
viewer," in  the  last  number  of  your  journal, 
took  the  place  which  I  thought  I  had  secured 
in  your  pages  by  the  early  transmission  of 
my  reply  to  Mr.  Taylor's  letter.     I  trust 
that  that  reply  will  appear  in  your  number 
of  next  week,  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
questing the  insertion  of  the  following  ad- 
ditional observations  on  the    *' Remarks. '' 
I  am  placed  in  a  very  embarrassing  position 
between  mirth  and  anger.      I  do  not  know 
whether  to  be  amused  by  the  ridiculous 
claims  to  originality  set  up  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  or  angry  at  the  disingenuous  way  in 
which  that  claim  is  supported ;  and  I  believe 
that  the  profession  is  in  the  same  predica- 
ment.    If  Mr.  Taylor  had  made  as  many 
discoveries    as    Sir    Humphry    Davy,     as 
many  inventions  as  Wollaston,  and  proposed 
as  many  new  tests  as  Orfila  and  Christiaon 
combined,  he  could  not  be  a  greater  man 
than  his  critics  and  commentators  would 
make  him  out  to  be.     If  I  had  stolen  from 
him  as  many  discoveries  as  all  these  great 
men  together  have  made,  he  could  not  be 
more  aggrieved  than  he  represents  himself  to 
be,  by  my  alleged  appropriatioii  of  chemical 
equivalents,  simple  rules  of  proportion,  fa- 
miliar  tests,  and  distinct  headings.    This  it 
is  that  moves  my  mirth.    My  indignation  is 
roused  by  the  intentional  misrepresentations 
of  the  author  of  the  *'  Remarks."     I  may 
add  that  he  must  be  a  very  unsuspicious 
person  who  does  not  imagine  that  he  sees 
in  these  '*  Remarks"  the  handiwork  of  Mr. 
Taylor  himself.     The  writer,  whoever  he 
may  be,  has  Mr.  Taylor's  authority  for  one, 
at  least,  of  his  statements,  and  he  knows 
too  much  of  Mr.  Taylor's  history,  and  of 

Taylor^  p.  147. 
Objections.  Corrosive  sublimate  is  vola- 
tile like  white  arsenic,  but  it  differs  from  it 
in  all  its  other  properties.  It  is  very  solu- 
ble in  water,  insoluble  in  potash,  which 
turns  it  of  a  yellow  colour,  while  hydro- 
Bulphuret  of  ammonia  turns  it  black.  In- 
deed, it  may  be  said  that  there  is  no 
snstance  but  arsenic,  which  possesses  the 
tx'ee  first  characters  mentioned  ;  they 
fei.  uld,  however,  be  taken  together. 

The  fraud  which  has  been  committed  is 
obvious  at  a  glanoe.  The  passage  f^om  the 
"  Principles"  is  part  of  a  process  of  elimi- 
nation ;  that  from  the  ''  Manual"  is  the 
commencement  of  a  series  of  objections. 
Tlie  very  order  of  the  tests  is  a  deception. 


mine,  not  to  be  readily  identified.  Be  the 
author,  however,  who  he  may,  I  accuse  him 
of  a  series  of  deliberate  misrepresentations, 
of  intentional  suppressions  of  the  truth,  and 
of  equally  intentional  suggestions  of  what 
he  knows  to  be  fidse. 

I  make  this  statement  deliberately,  and 
prove  it  by  referring  to  the  parallel  which  he 
has  drawn  up  with  so  much  apparent  care, 
but  which,  in  the  narrow  limits  of  a  page 
and  a  half,  furnishes  a  complete  compendium 
of  every  vice,  except  that  of  plagiarism, 
which  can  be  practised  with  the  pen. 

The  second  edition  of  Christison,  like  the 
first  and  third,  contains  these  words : — "  The 
solution  of  the  oxide  of  arsenic  in  boiling 
water  yields  minute  crystals  on  cooling, 
which,  when  their  form  is  defined,  sre  octa- 
hedres."  (p.  229.)  These  words  begin  a 
paragraph,  and  that  paragraph  follows  the 
one  which  treats  of  the  solubility  of  the 
poison  in  water.  Does  the  author  of  the 
"  Remarks"  still  assert  that  this  property  of 
arsenious  acid  is  not  to  be  found  in  Orfila  or 
Christison,  but  only  in  the  Manual  ?  Does 
he  also  persist  in  claiming  as  Mr.  Taylor's 
property  the  fact,  that  arsenious  add  com- 
bines with  akalls,  forming  soluble  arsenites  f 
He  may  as  well  lay  claim  to  the  A  B  C.  It 
is  very  unkind  of  the  author  of  the  **  Re- 
marks" thus  to  turn  Mr.  Taylor  into 
ridicule. 

So  much  for  the  first  misrepresentation. 
The  next  is  an  improvement  upon  it.  Un« 
der  the  head  "  Powder,"  there  is  marked  in 
italics,  as  being  taken  from  the  Manual,  the 
following  sentence.  "  Add  liquor  potassK, 
no  change.  Corr.  sub.  turned  yellow ;"  and 
on  the  opposite  side,  "  Corrorive  sublimate, 
volatile  like  arsenic,  but  turned  yellow  by 
potash."  Now,  an  unsuspicious  reader 
would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  acoept  both 
these  passages  as  true  and  ungarbled  ab- 
stracts. No  such  thing.  They  are  two  ad- 
mirable examples  of  the  euppreeeio  veri» 
The  passages  from  which  they  are  taken 
ought  to  be  placed  side  by  side. 

Guy,  p.  453. 

The  effect  of  heat  does  not  prove  the  pow- 
der in  question  to  be  arsenious  acid,  for 
bichloride  of  mercury,  and  calomel,  also  sub- 
Ume  unchanged.  To  another  portion  of  the 
powder  add  liquor  potassse.  If  the  powder 
be  arsenious  add,  no  change  takes  place. 
Corrosive  lublimate  is  chan^  to  a  yellow, 
and  calomel  to  a  black  colour. 


They  do  not  stand  in  my  work  as  1,  2,  3, 
4,  5,  but  heat  and  caustic  potash  are  used 
as  preliminary  tests,  on  the  supposition  that 
the  nature  of  a  white  powder  is  unknown  ; 
and  testa  3,  4,  and  5,  are  used  to  confirm 
the  indications  afforded  by  the  first  two  testa. 
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After  these  iUustrationt  of  the  scrapulous  Tiylor  in  the  matter  of  the  "  distinct  chap- 
dkre  and  regard  to  truth  of  the  author  of  ters,  sections,  or  paragraphs."  He  may 
the  "  Remarks,"  your  readers  will  not  be  rest  assured  that  if  I  had  preceded  him  as  a 
unprepared  for  the  assertion,  nor  much  writer  on  toiicology,  and  had  never  even 
surprised  at  the  plain  lana^uage  in  which  it  seen  or  heard  of  him,  I  should  have  fore- 
is  couched,  that  the  statement  that  the  stalled  him.  No  one  who  has  read  the  first 
properties  of  the  oside  of  csdminm  are  two  parts  of  my  work  can  doubt  the  truth 
"  copied  from  the  Manual  ijEWMtftmtf  9«r^M,"  of  this  assertion,  and  the  very  turn  of  my 
is  a  deliberate  falsehood,  admitting  neither  mind,  and  my  mode  of  collecting  and  ar- 
of  palliation  nor  excuse.  See  *'  Principles"  ranging  information,  render  the  adoption  of 
p.  454,  and  '*  Manual,"  p.  147.  minute  subdivisions  and  distinct  headings 

Having  now  shewn  the  dishonesty  of  my  inevitable.     I  have  myself  some  intention, 

anonymous  accuser,  I  should  treat  the  rest  by   way  of   amusement,   of   claiming    the 

of  his  production  with  the  contempt  it  de-  adoption     of    such    distinct    headings,   in 

serves,  but  that  the  *'  authority"  with  which  treating  the  subject  of  infanticide, 
be  uses  Mr.  Taylor's  name,  and  his  unusual         The  vrriter  of  the   **  Remarks"   hardly 

familiarity  with  the  relation  in  which  I  have  knows  how  to  receive  my  assertion  '*  that 

stood  towards  that  gentleman,  gives  it  all  the  order  in  which  the  several   tests  are 

the  importance  of  a  manifesto  from  Cam-  placed  is  one  peculiar  to  myself,  and  which 

bridge  Place.  I  have  always  followed  in  my  lectures."     It 

It  appears  that  there  are  stronger  in-  is  passing  strange  that  the  acuteness  which 

stances  of  plagiarism  than  the  passage  on  discovered  iptitnma  verba  in  the  descrip- 

habit  which  recoiled  so  pleasantly  on  Mr.  tion  of  the  crusts  of  cadmium,  and  the  in- 

Taylor.     Why,  then,  did  the  reviewer  make  dustry  which  brought  together  the  disfeeta 

so  unlucky  a  selection  .'     Why  does  not  the  membra  of  the  parallels,  could  find  no  illus- 

author  of  the   "  Remarks"  favour  us  with  tration  of  the  truth  of  this  statement.     It 

some  of   those    stronger   instances  ?     The  was  not  necessary  that  he  should  con  my 

ipsiteima  verba  must  be  easy  enough  to  find,  book   "  paragraph  by  paragraph,  page  by 

Why  not  have  quoted  them  ?  Simply  because  page,"  in  order  to  find  some  clue  to  my 

assertion  is  much  easier  and  more  convenient  meaning.     He  missed  it  for  the  same  reason 

than  proof.  that  he  passed  over  the  test  in  the  second 

I  pass  over  the  alleged  '*  misapprehen-  edition  of  Christison.    It  looked  him  in  the 
sions"  and  **  mystifications"  about  arsenite  face  as  he  was  garbling  the  tests  for  arsenious 
of  copper  and  sulphuret  of  lead,  the  very  acid.     Let  him   turn  to  page  413  of  the 
original  formula  which  the  writer  of  the  '*  Principles, '*and  he  will  be  enlightened  as 
**  Remarks"  has  Mr.  Taylor's  authority  for  to  my  meaning,  and  will  understand  the 
asserting  to  have  been  used  by  him  in  his  **  occasional  transposition  of  an  experiment 
lectures  at  Guy's  Hospital  since  1831,  and  in  the  series,"  and  the  reason  for  it. 
which  it  appears  that  I  have  taken  from  him        The  last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  *'  Re- 
without  acknowledgment,  and  the  asserted  marks*'  places   Mr.   Taylor  in  a  dilemma 
appropriation  of  chemical  equivalents,   as  from  which,  I  fear,  he  will  find  some  diffi- 
trifles  which  he  may  amuse  himself  with  oulty  in  extricating    himself.      Either    he 
as  long  as  he  pleases.     If  he   will   per-  himself,  or  some  one  entirely  in  his  con- 
sist in  claiming  these  familiar  facts    and  fidence,  and  writing  under  his  authority,  is 
every-day  calculations,  he  will  have  enough  the  author  of  the   ''  Remarks."     Oa  the 
to  do  to  defend  his  monopoly,  and  must  first  supposition  I  have  accused  him  of  de- 
forthwith  make  up  his  mind  to  the  trouble  liberate    misrepresentation  ;    on    the    last, 
and  expense  of  a  scire  facias,     I,  for  my  he  has  been  very  unfortunate  in  the  choice 
part,  am  very  angry  with  the  chemists  of  of  a  confidant.     In  any  case,  I  greatly  pre- 
the  last  century  for  the  unwarrantable  use  fer  my  position  to  his,  and  have  reason  to 
they  have  made  of  the  Manual,  and  I  fear  congratulate  mysdf  that  one  at  least  of  my 
that  their  bad  example  will  be  followed  till  accusera  stands  convicted  of  a  worse  crime 
the  end  of  time.     I  begin,  indeed,  to  have  than  that  of  plagiarism, 
some  misgivings  as  to  the  honesty  of  our  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
arithmeticians.    The  rule  of  three  is  evi-  Your  obedient  servant, 
dently  in  danger  of  being  made  into    a  William  A.  Guy. 
monopoly.     Once  more,  I  would  remind  the        15,  Bloomsbnry  Square, 
author  of  the  "  Remarks"   that  whatever               I>ec  14, 1844. 
authority  he  may  have  received  as  to  the 

chemical  application  of  the  rule  of  three,  he        Remarks. — ^We  will  give  Dr.  Guy  tliis 

must  have  greatly  exceeded  his  powers  in  benefit  of  his  statement,  that  Dr.  ChristiaoOf 

thus  turning  Mr.  Taylor  into  ridicule.  and  probably  other  chemical  writere  before 


The  author  of  the  "  Remarks"  will  doubt-  him,  were  aware  that  arsenious  acid  was  de- 
leas  be  greatly  surprised  to  hear  that  I  do  posited  in  octobedral  crystals  firam  ite  sola- 
not  acknowledge  my  obligations   to    Mr.     tion.    We  merely  invited  our  readera  to 
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contrast  generally  the  analytical  processes 
pursued  by  the  four  different  autiion.  And 
we  repeat,  that  differences  will  be  found  to 
exist  among  them,  as  much  with  respect  to 
new  applications  of  well  known  chemical 
ikcts,  as  with  the  invention  of  entirely  new 
processes.  This  answer  applies  also  to  his 
remarks  on  the  arsenite  of  potash.  It  has 
been  long  known  that  arsenions  add  is 
soloble  in  canstic  potash.  Mr.  Taylor,  and 
Dr.  Gay  give  it  as  a  test  for  powdered 
arsenic.  (>rfila  aild  Dr.  Christison  do  not. 
The  passages  quoted  by  Dr.  Gay  relative 
to  corrosive  sublimate  will  at  once  show  how 
he  has  treated  the  Manual.  He  omits  to 
state  that  no  soofa  passages  occur  in  Christi- 
■on,  Orfila,  or  any  other  work,  treating  of 
the  tests  for  arsenic,— -the  great  object  of 
our  quotation.  He  states,  that  his  para- 
graph is  "  part  of  a  process  of  elimination," 
and  that  '*  the  very  order  of  the  tests  is  a 
deception."  We  admit,  bot  not  in  the 
sense  he  intends,  both  of  these  positions ; 
bat  this  is  no  answer  to  the  charge,  that  he 

Taylor,  p.  147. 

The  oxide  of  cadmium  may  be  reduced  by 
a  similar  process,  but  the  metallic  sublimate 
is  wholly  different  from  that  of  arsenic :  it 
has  a  tin-like  lustre,  and  has  a  brown  margin 
of  reproduced  oxide.  There  is  no  odour  of 
garlick  during  the  reduction  of  oxide  of 
cadmium,  and  on  heating  the  metallic  ring 
it  is  not  wholly  volatilized  like  arsenic,  bu 
converted  to  a  ring  of  brown  oxide.  Oxide 
of  cadmium  is  of  a  brown  colour ;  it  cannot 
be  volatilized  on  platina  by  the  heat  of  a  spirit 
lamp  ;  it  is  quite  insoluble  in  potash,  but 
easily  dissolved  by  nitric  acid.  *  *  Oxide 
of  (»dmium  is,  moreover,  a  very  rare  sub- 
stance— it  is  difficult  to  meet  with  it. 

We  simply  ask  oar  readers  to  compere 
these  two  passages,  and  bearing  in  mind  that 
we  have  all  along  alleged  that  Dr.  €ruy  has 
abridged  the  descriptions  of  facts  contained 
in  the  Manual,  we  farther  aSk  them  to  say, 
whether  our  reviewer  was  far  wrong  in  stating 
that  Dr.  Guy  had  copied  this  paragraph  from 
theMannal  '*  almost  tpmrimtis  verbis /"And 
yet  Dr.  Guy  has  the  conrage  to  assert,  that 
the  allegation  is  a  *'  deliberate  falsehood,  ad- 
mitting neither  of  palliation  nor  excuse." 
We  cannot  fill  our  pages  by  making  farther 
quotations ;  but  if  oar  readers  will  take  the 
trouble  to  refer  to  the  tests  for  arsenic  acid 
they  will  find  that  Dr.  Guy  is  equally  un- 
fortunate in  his  reference  to  this  part  of  our 
criticism.  Let  the  tests  for  oxalic  acid,  and, 
indeed,  of  all  the  poisons  contained  in  the 
two  works,  be  compared,  and  with  few  ex- 
ceptions they  will  he  ffrand  very  similar,  so 
annilar  as  to  bring  home  ooaviction  to  oar 
mm6B  thai  oar  ehnge  of  phgiarisu  was  well 
fimndod.  WWIher  Dr.  €hiy  nses  tosts  in  a 
diffarant  **  order/'  or   eaiployB  them   as 


has  substantially  taken  the  fects  there  stated 
from  the  Manual.  If  Dr.  Guy  considers  that 
it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  s:iy,  he  uses  the 
tests  in  different  order,  we  cannot  agree  with 
him. 

We  alleged  that  the  objections  and 
answers  respecting  oxide  of  eadnUum  were 
"  copied  from  the  manual  almost  ipgUntmti 
verbit.**  Dr.  Guy  omits  the  word  **  slmost," 
and  states  this  to  be  "  a  deliberate  faUekood, 
adtniiting  neither  qf  palliation  or  exeueeJ' 

We  first  distinctiy  affirm,  what  Dr.  Guy  is 
wholly  unable  to  deny,  thai  these  objectiona 
and  answers  occur  in  no  other  works  on 
toxicology  but  his  own  **  Principles,"  snd 
Mr.  Taylor's  **  Manual."  Whatever  may  be 
said  about  octohedral  crystals  and  arsenite  of 
potash,  this  is  a  fact  which  he  has  not  even 
attempted  to  controvert.  In  order  to  see 
whether  the  "  deliberate  falsehood"  lies  with 
our  reviewer  or  his  accuser,  we  here  give 
the  quotations,  to  which  we  referred  in  oar 
last  number,  fferbatim,  and  to  which  Dr.  Gay 
boldly  refers  our  readers. 

Guy,  p.  454. 

The  oxide  of  cadmium  may  be  reduced  so 
as  to  form  a  crust.  In  answer  to  this  objec- 
tion, it  is  sufficient  to  state,  that  the  oxide  of 
cadmium  is  extremely  rare,  and  of  a  brown 
colour — ^that  the  crust  is  bordered  by  thia 
brown  oxide — ^that  it  gives  out  no  garlick 
odour,  that  it  is  not  readily  volatilized  like 
arsenic,  and  that  the  ring  of  metal  when 
heated  is  converted  to  the  brown  oxide 
instead  of  being  sublimed  as  a  white  powder, 
or  a  ring  of  octohedral  crystals. 


**  part  of  a  process  of  elimination,"  we  still 
find,  what  we  originally  asserted,  tiiat  the 
third  part  of  his  book  bears  a  dose  re- 
semblance to  the  corresponding  part  of  Mr. 
Taylor's  volume.  So  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned the  matter  is  here  closed  :  we  cannot 
insert  any  more  communications  on  this  sub- 
ject. Our  pages  have  been  occupied  to  a 
somewhat  unreasonable  extent  with  the  dis- 
cassion. 

PROPOSAL 

TO  INCOEFOAATITHB  BIOHTSSN  THOUBAMO 
I.ICXNTIATB8  OF  TBB  BALL  IlfTO  ▲  ROYAL 
C0LL9OB  OF  APOTBBCAMBB. 

To  the  Editor  qf  ike  Moiteal  Gazetie. 

Sir, 
Tbb  ooatemplated  degradaHon  and  ruin  of 
the  soigeon-apoHieeary,  by  the  proposed 
enactments  of  Sir  James  Graham's  biU,  is 
so  palpable,  and  so  generally  admowledged, 
thai  it  appears  quite  supeHlaoas  Co  attempt 
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the  flstabBabment  of  i  caie :  whether  this  which  it  such  as  need  not  to  be  qnestioned ; 
impendiDg  degradation  and  rainbeaccidental,  which  is  so  reasonable,  so  just,  and  so  espe- 
(which  it  is  barely  possible  to  believe),  or  dally  suited  to  the  case,  that  not  even  the 
intentional,  it  is  of  little  moment  to  inquire ;  framers  of  the  bill  (I  was  about  to  write  the 
the  fact  is  all  with  which  at  the  present  aeciffvetl  M//)  shall  be  found  to  have  courage 
junctare  we  have  anything  to  do,  and  that  to  refose,  if  vigorously  sought,  and  if  ap- 
does  not  appear  to  admit  of  doubt.  I  will,  plied  for  wiikout  delay, 
however,  for  satisfaction  sake,  briefly  set  The  remedy  I  have  to  propose  is  the  in- 
down  what  b  contemplated  for  the  surgeon-  corporation  of  the  eighUen  thtnuand  lieen* 
apothecary  by  the  impeodiug  law.  fiatm  of  the  Hall  into  a  **  Royal  CoUeye  qf 

Ist.  All  restriction  upon  unqualified  prac-  Apotkecariei,"  and  to  change  the  title  of  the 

titioners  is  removed.  trading  Apothecaries'    Company   into  the 

2nd.   (le  is  virtually  deprived   of    the  <*  Wovhtpful  Company  qf  ChemioU  and 

power  of  educating  his  own  class.  DruyyiiU.*'    By  this  simple  means  we  ob- 

3rd.  The  law  takes  from  him  his  present  tain  what  is  clearly  wanting,  a  third  ewiale 

titles,  and  gives  him  nothing,  or  as  good  as  in  the  medical  institutions  of  the  country, 

nothing,  in  exchange.  not  the  anomalous  mongrel  kind  of  thiiig 

For  he  finds  himself  excluded  firom  the  proposed  to  be  created  by  the  bill  in  the 

council,  excluded  from  any  share  in  deter-  person  of  the  "  licentiate  in  medicine  and 

mining  the  education,  or  influencing  the  surgery,  for  whose  education  the  provisions 

character  of  the  examination  of  his  own  class,  of  tiiat  bill  are  so  vayue  and  ungaii^faetory, 

without  any  real  participation  in  the  exami-  but,  a  clearly  defined,  well  and  thoroughly 

nation  itself;  and  as  regards  the  future  li-  educated  body  of  medical  practitionerSf  to 

oentiate,  after  his  education  and  examination  which  the  community  are  accustomed,  who, 

have  been  directed  bythe  Colleges  of  Fhysi-  vrith  or  without  the  additional  qualification 

dans,  the  bill  secures  him  no  adndnion  into  of  being  a  member  of  the  Royal  College  of 

either  of  the  bodies.  Surgeons,  shall  be  in  every  way  worthy  of 

There  is  a  point  in  medical  practice,  alike  the  reepeet  of  his  colleagues,  and  of  jntblie 

liimiliar  to  all,  which  occurs  when  the  prac*  em^ldenee.    This  Royal  College  of  Apotlie* 

titioner  has  made  himself  master  of  the  case ;  caries  must  have  identically  the  same  power 

and  the  point  is  this — what  is  to  be  done  ?  and  control  over  the  education  of  its  dass 

That  the  case  before  us  admits  of  an  easy  as  is  enjoyed  by  the  odier  institutions ;  they 

and  certain  remedy  I  have  no  doubt.    The  must  have  a  voice  in  the  Council  of  Health, 

remedy  is  ineorporation.     Dr.  Webster,  and  in  every  respect  be  placed  on  the  same 

Mr.  Ryan,  and  an  anonymous  writer  in  the  footing  as  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 

Lancet,  propose  incorporation  of  the  general  It  must  have  a  council  and  a  court  of  ex»- 

practitionen  into  a  ''  Royal  College  of  Me-  minen ;  all  present  licentiates  must  be  mem- 

dicine  and  Snidery."    With  all  deference  to  ben,  and  all  eligible  to  be  elected  to  fill  the 

these  respectable  individuals,  I  am  deddedly  offices  of  the  institution.    Candidates  having 

of  opinion  that  any  and  every  attempt  to  passed  their  examination  to  be  entitied  to 

establish  such  a  body  would /at/;  utterly  membenhip,  and  the  required  **lettente8- 

fail — the  attemptwas  made,  vigorously  made,  timonial." 

more  than  thirty  yeara  ago,    and  failed.  This  Royal  Collflge  of  Apotiiecaries  being 

The  Apothecaries'  Act  was,  indeed,  the  con-  established,  the  medical  institutions  of  the 

sequence  of  that  movement,  and  the  only  country  would  stand  thus  i-* 

consequence.  .        ,.       _     ^,         .       .  The  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

liie  great  impedmient  to  the  enterprise  '           ^       Sunreons. 

was  the  same  as  exists  at  the  present  time,  "            "           Ai^Secaries 

vrith  the  exception  that  it  is  infinitely  more  "            "           Chemistrv 

formidable  and  impregnable ;  the  proposed  "             "                       ^' 

institution  would  be  a  rival  to  the  Royal  The    chemists  have  already  obtained  a 

College  of  Surgeons.    Who  can  for  a  mo-  Royal  Charter  of  Incorporation.    Would  the 

ment  doubt  the  influence  of  this  body  ?  Who  list  be  improved  by  erasing  the  Apothecaries? 

can  doubt  but  that  that  influence  would  be  What  have  the  Apothecaries  done  that  they 

vigorously  applied?    Who,  in  the  present  should  be  thus  signally  victimised?    The 

state  of  our  affairs,  could  doubt  but  that  public  cannot  do  without  them,  and  though 

that  influence  would  be  eufficient  to  drfiM^  the  Apothecaries'  Act  be  repealed,  Apothe- 

the  ntmost  exertions  of  its  enemiee  to  nun  caries  will  still  continue,  though  a  degraded 

its  establishment.  order. .  Let  them  be  incorporated,  as  I  have 

In  my  humble  opinion  Mis  is  not  the  re-  suggested,  and  tlien  the  work  of  legishrtion 

medy,  but,  with  your  leave,  I  will  tell  you  becomes  oomparativdy  easy ;  at  any  rate  the 

in  what  the   remedy  does  really  connst,  great  degradation  and  in^^nding  rain  vrith 

against  which  no  such  opposition  need  be  which  we  an  so  featfaUy  threatened  would 

apprehended,  the  sure  and  certain  effect  of  be  averted,  and  the  condition  of  .our  order 
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greatly  improved.  Should  the  licentiates  of  sion  on  ^nearism,  which  took  place  at  the 
the  Hall,  (for  it  is  to  them  that  I  more  par-  Guy'a  Physical  Society,  Nov.  30th. 
ticolarly  address  myself)  be  of  the  sameopi-  It  is  there  stated,  '*  A  case  of  thoracic 
nion,  1  say  let  us  earnestly  co-operate  for  anearism  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
the  attainment  of  onr  object.  The  Institu-  where  Mr.  Paget,  with  the  sanction  of  Dr. 
tion  I  propose  accomplishes,  or  may  be  made  Latham,  had  employed  venesection  jifiy 
to  accomplish,  every  purpose.  It  makes  the  timett  was  related  by  Dr.  Brereton  to  have 
profession  complete  ;  it  supplies  all  the  proved  completely  tucceufulf  as  demon* 
wants  of  the  public ;  it  makes  the  apothe-  strated  when  the  patient  died  of  concomi- 
cary  respectable ;  and  gives  to  the  general  tant  disease  of  the  lung  two  years  after." 
practitioner  a  double  claim  to  the  confidence  What  I  did  say  was,  **  that  I  had  been 
of  the  community.  It  leaves  the  province  of  informed  that  Mr.  Paget,  under  Dr.  La- 
pure  surgery  open  to  those  who  choose  to  tham's  sanction,  had,  in  a  case  9f  thoracic 
follow  it,  and  the  doctor  of  medicine  altoge-  aneurism,  employed  frequent  minute  bleed- 
ther  unmolested.  ings,  amounting  in  all  to  upwards  of  thirty : 
It  may  be  urged  that  I  have  laid  the  that  the  prominent  symptoms  of  aneurism 
foundation  of  a  feud  with  the  *'  Society  of  were  allayed ;  and  that,  when  the  patient 
Apothecaries,"  in  proposing  to  change  the  died  some  time  after  of  phthisis,  it  was  found 
tide  of  their  Company;  1  know  not  how  that  the  sac  had  contracted,  and  that  the 
that  may  be,  for  I  have  had  no  correspon-  aneurism  was  apparently  progressing  to  a 
denoe  with  them ;  but  if  they  are  sincere  in  cure." 

the  last  paragraph  of  their  able  and  lucid  ex-         In  justice,  however,  to  Mr.  Paget  and  the 

planation  of  the  bill,  which  has  only  been  in  medical  public,  I  must  now  add,  that  even 

my  hands  a  few  days,  and  which  it  is  the  my  corrected  statement  is  not  quite  satisfac- 

bounden  duty  of  every  one  of  their  licen-  tory ;  for  Mr.  Paget  states,  "The  man  was 

tiatas  to  read,  and  the  perusal  of  which  has  bled  not  more  than  twenty  times  in  about 

given    rife   to    this  letter,   they    will   not  six  or  seven  weeks ;  and  the  aneuriem  trot 

vesatiously  oppose  any  plan,  affecting  them-  not  cured.      Its  progress  appeared  to  be 

'selves  in  so  slight  a  degree,  that  it  is  calcn-  arrested,  but  it  existed  as  an  aneurism  when 

lated  to  promote  tke public  good.    The  So-  the  patient  died.'* — I  am,  sir, 
dety  of  Apothecaries  rightly  considered  are  Very  obediently  yours, 

only  a  company  of  wholesale  and  retail  drug-  J.  Caddell  BaBRKTOit , 

gists,  and  in  sober  honesty  should  have  no  ^  M.B.  Cantab, 

objection  to  the  change  proposed  j  the  change       Guy*s,  Dec.  18, 1S44. 


is  important t  as  thereby  the  title  of  Apothe-  EVOLUTION  AND  DELIVERY  WITH 
cary  is  made  more  reepectable,  and  the  ano-         PRESENTATION  OF  THE  ARM 
maly  of  a  Royal  College  of  Apothecaries,  and  j^jjD  SHOULDER, 

a  trading  Apothecaries'  IMl,  existin^^^^  ^  HEALxny  woman,  who  had  already  had 

taneously^uldnototherwniebegotn^^^^^  ^^^,  ^^^^^  ^.^1,^^^  ^^^,      J  ^^^ 

the  one  b«ng,  as  before  sUted,  a  trsjng  ^.^^  ^^^^  .^  j^^^^^  ^     J^  ^^^^ 

company,  the  other  an  mshtutmn  e^cu^Uy  ^^  :^  ^^^^  ^  comiideTable 


have  extended  my  letter  to  a  length  inoonve-  ^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  {^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 

ment  to  your  pages.     I  am  aware  tiiat  the  ^^  ^^            ^.       ^^  ^  introduce  the 

propositoon  wiU  come  in  the  sh*pe  of  a  no-  hand,  and  turn,  they  came  on  again  with  such 

velty ;  it  is,  howew,  no  novelty  with  me  ;  ^.^j^;^  ^j^^  ^^^  attendant  wa?  on  the  point 

UieideahasprevajlcKlm  mym^^^  ^^  ^^                 ^„^   ^1^  ^  ^J^^^ 

first  pubhcation  of  "  thebdl."--!  am,  sir,  ^j^^.^  ^J^     ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^ 

Your  obedient  ■«^«»  the  child  advancing,  and  in  fact  the  right 

Member  of  the  Royal  Collie"  Surwo'ns,  jj^^^^f  and  collar-bone  were  forced  beyond 

and  Ucentiate  of  Apothecaries*  HaU.  the  vulva:  the  lower  extremities  and  but- 

Bewdley,  Worcestershire.  tocks  were  at  the  same  time  forced  into  the 

hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and  by  and  by  the  right 

^«^«.»  ..,.^.«  ^^    ^    »            ^  ramus  of  the  lower-jaw  came  into  sight,  the 

NOTE  FROM  DR.  BRERETON.  shoulders  and  arm  having  receded.     But 

___^  little  effort  was  required  to  disengage  the 

fn.  *^    nj'*^     r  j&    m^  J*    «  y>      AM  breech,  upon  which  the  child  was  quickly 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medtcal  Gazette.  ^^  .    J^   .^   ^„    ^^j.      The    placenti 

SiB,  followed,    and    an    hour    afterwards    the 

May  I  request  the  earUest  insertion  of  the  yro™^  ^^It   herself  ve^r  comfortable."— 

^  Dr.   Svssbwxnd,   in    Caapar*9    Wochen- 


following  correction  of  an  important  error,     ^»-  .^  xr     oi 
which  occurs  in  vour  report  of  the  discus-    'chr^.  No.  23. 
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COMPARATIVE  ANALYSIS 

OP 

THE  FOOD  CONSUMED  AND  THE 

EXCREMENTS  PASSED  BY  A 

TURTLE  DOVE  ; 

undertaken  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  or  not  there  is  any  exha- 
lation of  azote  during  respiration 
in  the  oranivora. 

By  M.  Boussinoault. 

An  exhalation  of  azote  is  pretty  generally 
acknowledged,  at  the  present  time,  as  a  con- 
seqnence  flowing  from  the  experiments  of 
Dolong  and  Despretz.  Some  years  ago, 
M.  Boussingaolt  was  himself  led  to  adopt 
this  inference  as  correct ;  but  certain  motives 


have  lately  Induced  him  to  study  the  matter 
anew. 

Every  precaution  was  of  course  taken  to 
secure  uniformity  of  circumstance  and  condi- 
tion. The  millet  seed  with  which  the  bird 
was  fed  was  from  one  parcel ;  it  was  carefully 
kept  from  moisture,  none  was  lost,  &c. 
The  excrements  fell  upon  a  glass  plate  at 
the  bottom  of  the  cage ;  tbey  were  weighed 
moist,  and  then  dried  at  a  moderate  tem- 
perature. The  temperature  of  the  room  in 
which  the  dove  was  kept  never  exceeded 
from  10<»  to  11<>  C.  (50«>  to  51*8<>  F.)  The 
experiments  were  divided  into  two  series; 
the  first  comprising  a  period  of  five,  the 
second  one  of  seven  days. 

The  results  of  the  two  series  of  experiment^ 
are  comprised  in  the  following  table  of— 


Food  consumed  and  Excrement  patted  by  a  Turtle  Dove  during  five  dayt, — \tt  Series, 


Weight  of  Millet  Seed, 
presumed  absolutely  dry. 

Principles  contained  in  the  Food  and  Excrement. 

Weight  of  the  Dove. 

Carbon. 

Hydrogen.    Oxygen.     Azote. 

Salts. 

Onus. 
65-91 

Dry  excrement  15*04 

Principles    eliminated 

in  five  days 

Grms. 
30-37 

5-96 

Grms. 
415 

0-77 

Grms. 
27-52 

515 

Grms. 
217 

1-39 

Grms. 
1-70 

1-77 

Grms. 
At  first     187-90 

Attheend  186-27 

24-41 

3  38 

22-37 

0-78 

Food  consumed  and  Excrement  passed  by  a  Turtle  Dove  during  seven  days. — 7d  Series. 

Principles  containec 

1  in  the  Food  and  Excrement. 

Weight  of  the  Dove. 

Grms. 

Carbon. 

Hydrogen. 

Oxygen. 

Azote. 

Salts. 

Grms. 

Grms. 

Orms. 

Orms. 

Orms. 

Grms. 

Dry  millet  seed  101-15 

46-60 

6-36 

42*24 

3-34 

2-61 

At  first     186-70 

Dry  excrement  24*056 

9-77 

1-20 

8-31 

2-20 

2-58 

Attheend  185-47 

Principles     eliminated 
in  seven  days 

Food  consumed 

36-83 

5-16 

33-93 

1-14 

in  12  days  167-06 

76-97 

10-51 

69-76 

5-51 

6.31 

Weight  of  Dove  at 

Principles     eliminated 

commencement  of 

in  12  days 

61-24 

8-54 

36-30 

1-92 

whole  series. 

Principles     eliminated 

187-90  grs. 

in  24  hours 

510 

0-71 

4*09 

0.16 

- 

Combustion  of  Carbon 

At  end  of  ditto. 

per  hour 

0*212 

185-47  grs. 

Taking  the  mean  of  the  results,  and 
reducing  the  Frencli  into  English  weights,  it 
therefore  appears  that  a  turtle  dove,  weighing 
2886-9  grains  or  6  oz.  troy,  consumes  in  the 
course  of  respiration,  during  twenty-four 
hours,  78*733  grains  of  carbon ;  and  emits, 
in  the  same  space  of  time,  288-690  grains  of 
carbonic  acid,  and  1*470  grain  of  azote; 
or,  estimating  the  quantities  by  volume, 
16-616  pints  of  carbonic  acid,  and  0*221  of  a 
pint  of  azote ;  whence  it  results  that  the  azote 
exhaled  by  the  animd  ii  nearly  the  100th  of 
the  volume  of  the  carbonic  acid  produced,^a 


conclusion  which  agrees,  in  so  fiu-  as  the 
fact  of  the  exhalation  of  the  azote  is  con- 
cerned, with  that  obtained  by  Dulong  and 
Despretz ;  but  which  differs  notably  in  regard 
to  the  quantity ;  the  azote  exhaled,  when  con- 
trasted with  the  carbonic  acid  gas,  being 
much  smaller  in  amount  than  it  was  found 
by  these  inquirers.  Small  as  the  quantity 
of  azote  is,  however,  it  still  constitutes  one- 
tiiird  of  that  which  entered  into  the  compo- 
sition of  the  food  consumed  by  the  turtle 
dove.  In  the  circumstances  in  which  this 
bird  was  placed,  the  excrements  did  not 
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contain  more  than  two-thirdi  of  the  aaote 
which  preexisted  in  the  millet  teed  consiimed. 
ThoB,  independently  of  the  modifications 
which  the  food,  or  rather  the  blood  which 
proceeds  from  it,  nndeiqgoes  in  the  course  of 
the  pulmonary  combustion,  it  may  be  con- 
ceived that  a  part  of  the  azotised  principles 
of  the  animal  organism  also  undergoes  com- 
plete combustion,  so  as  to  give  rise  to  car- 
bonic acid,  to  water,  and  asote;  unless, 
indeed,  we  suppose  that,  under  certain  in- 
fluences, the  azote  of  the  quaternary  com- 
pounds may  be  partially  eliminated;  and 
give  rise,  by  this  elimination,  to  ternary 
compounds. 

From  the  table  which  gives  the  elements 
of  the  two  series  of  experiments,  it  is  seen 
that  the  hydrogen  and  the  oxygen  eliminated 
.are  not  in  the  proportions  necessary  to  con- 
stitute water.  The  oxygen  dissipated  in  a 
day  being  72*404  grains,  would  require 
9*818  grains  of  hydrogen  to  turn  it  into 
water.  The  excess  of  hydrogen,  therefore, 
which,  like  the  carbon,  is  burned  by  the 
concurrence  of  the  oxygen  of  the  air,  is 
1*080  grains. 

In  viewing  respiration  as  a  kind  of  com- 
bustion,, the  preceding  data  would  imply  that 
a  turtle  dove  weighing  6*014  ounces  troy, 
breathing  freely  in  an  atmosphere  of  from 
46*^4  to  50°  F.  (8®  to  10*».  C.)  in  wMdi  it 
bums,  in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours, 
78*733  grains  of  carbon  and  1*080  grain 
of  hydrogen,  may  disengage  enough  of  heat 
to  maintain  its  body  at  a  nearly  constant 
temperature  of  between  105.^8  F.  and 
107.''6  F.  (410  and  42^  Cent.),  turmng  the 
water  at  the  same  time  into  vapour,  which  is 
escaping  by  the  pulmonic  and  cutaneous 
exhalation ;  water,  the  quantity  of  which,  as 
will  immediately  be  seen,  amounts  to  more 
than  46*314  grains  troy. 

In  a  first  experiment,  the  turtle  dove,  on 
its  diet  of  millet  seed,  drank,  in  two  days, 
197*606  grains  troy  of  distilled  water. 

In  another  experiment,  196*652  grams 
in  four  days;  consequently  394*258  grains, 
or  98*564  grains,  per  diem. 

It  is  now  possible  to  make  an  approxima- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  water  which  the  bird 
lost  by  cutaneous  and  pulmonic  exhalation : — 

In  12  days  the  turtle  dove,  with 

the  millet  seed  which  it  ate,     Grains, 
took  in  of  water 421*457 

Of  water  it  drank  directly  .    .     .  1181007 


"Whole  water  consumed     .    . 
Water  contained  in  the  100*29 
grammes  of  moist  excrement 


1602*464 
1099*031 


Difference,  or  whole  water  thrown  ^ 
off  by  the  pulmonic  and  cu->   503*433 
taneoos  eihalationi  } 


Per  diem    ........       42*045 

Water  formed  in  a  day  by  the^         q  -«_ 

007  of  hydrogen  in  excess      S  ' 
Whole  quantity  of  water  thrown  ^ 

off  in  24  hours  by  transpiration,  ^     51*871 
pulmonic  and  cutaneous  ) 

Comptet  Rendui,  Vol.  19,  No.  2. 

MORTALITY  of  thk  METROPOLIS. 

Deaihs  from  all  causes  registered  in  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  Dee,  7. 

AllCacsis 908 

SPBCiriBo  Causes ges 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 

Contagions)  Diseaaei,  191 ;  among 

which,  of— 

Small  Fnx 8i 

Measles  89 

Scarlatina  44 

Hooping  Cough  a6 

Croup ,  5 

Thrush    s 

Diarrhoea    4 

Dysentery 1 

Cholera   .« 0 

Influenza ,,,  i 

Typhus    ai 

II.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 

of  unoertaia  or  ▼ariable  Seat    8S ; 

among  which,  of— 

Inflammation 0 

Dropsy 17 

Scrofula 0 

Cancer 17 

Atrophy 5 

Debility  9S 

BuddenDestba 11 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 

Nerves,  and  Senses,  159;  among 

which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus as 

Apoplexy 87 

Faralysis is 

Convulsions  69 

Insanity 1 

Delirium  Tremens   S 

IV.— Dieeases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Ornns  of  IUspiration«  S86 ; 
among  which,  of 

Pneumonia IS? 

HydTDthorax 6 

Asthma   31 

Phthisis  or  Consumption ua 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  Sec.  . . .  9S 

v.— Disesses  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessds  49 
VI.-*Diseascs  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  64 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Teething 10 

Gastritis 1 

Bnteritis 7 

Tabes  8 

Hernia s 

Disease  of  Stomach,  ftc 8 

•r«     .^       Disease  of  Liver,  Stc 9 

^XH-^fi!!!??"  «'  *^«  Kidneys,  ftc IS 

VIIL-Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Uterus, 
ftc.  7 :  among  which,  of— 

Cfaildbirt? 6 

Disease  of  Uterus l 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diaeases  of  the  Bonss^ 

JolntSflkc 6 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  CeDuIar  Tissue,  Stc.  0 

XL-Old  Age SB 

XIL— Vielenoe.  Pvivalion,  Cold,  and  Intern- 

pcrance 94 
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CLINICAL  LECTURES  IN  SURGERY.  Oc*-  8th,  1844,  with  a  large  abscess  on  theldt 

side  of  the  abdpmen,  close  to  the  inner  side 

Delivered  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  crest  of  the  ilium 

...  and  the  adjoining  portion  of  Foupart's  liga- 

Bt  Mr.  Arnott.  ^^j.  .  ^^^  integuments  over  it  were  red,  and 

December  5th,  1844.  examination  gave  pain  ;  there  was  no  febrile 

disturbance;  looked  healthy.    Ten  days  pre- 

*"""  Tiously  had  some  severe  rigors,  and  three  days 
Thb  lecturer  began  by  remarking  that  as  afterwards  first  perceived  the  swelling ; 
the  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  now  at  this  time,  was  under  the  care  of  the  phy- 
required  of  candidates  for  the  Fellowship —  sician  as  an  out-patient,  on  account  of  pain 
and  he  hoped  all  those  present  would  wish  in  thQ  loins  and  stoppage  of  menstruation, 
to  become  fellows — that  they  should  produce  Abscesses  in  the  situation  here  indicated 
certificates  of  having  attended  two  courses  derive  their  chief  importance  from  the  dr- 
of  clinical  lectures  in  surgery  of  six  months'  cumstance  of  being  often  connected  with 
duration  each,  it  became  necessary  that  these  disease  of  the  deeper  seated  parts ;  and  the 
lectures  should  be  commenced  forthwith.  It  first  question  that  presented  itself  in  this 
was  no  doubt  true,  that  the  most  valuable  case  was,  whether  it  was  consequent  upon 
part  of  clinical  instruction  was  that  which  any  disease  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  was 
was  given  at  the  bed-side  ;  but  still  their  dependent  on  diseased  bone,  or  was  con- 
meeting  in  the  theatre  was  useful.  Besides  nected  in  any  way  with  her  confinement, 
observing  the  daily  progress  of  cases,  it  which  had  taken  place  some  months  pre- 
enabled  him  to  take  a  review  of  some  of  the  viously.  The  latter  was  her  own  notion ; 
cases  from  their  commencement  to  their  ter-  but  although  abscesses  originating  in  inflam- 
mination ;  it  gave  him  the  opportunity  of  mation  following  labour  occasionally  make 
bringing  togetiier  cases  of  similar  kind  their  way  here  from  the  pelvis,  there  seemed 
which  had  been  at  the  same  time  in  the  no  sufficient  evidence  that  the  present  case 
house,  and  of  comparing  or  contrasting  was  one  of  that  description.  There  had 
them,  and  of  making  the  pupils  acquainted  been  no  symptoms  indicative  of  ulceration 
with  occurrences  which  had  taken  place  or  obstruction  of  the  intestinal  canal,  or  any 
during  their  absence,  or  which  they  could  affection  of  the  kidney.  The  pain  in  the 
not  have  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing,  loins,  and  some  difficulty  which  she  had 
It  was  not  his  intention,  in  these  lectures,  experienced  in  stooping,  created  suspicion 
to  read  over  the  daily  reports  of  the  cases —  that  there  might  be  disease  of  the  spinal 
these  were  to  be  found  in  the  books — ^butin  column,  but  careful  examination  detected 
giving  a  general  account  of  a  case,  to  dwell  nothing  confirmatory  of  this ;  and  although 
especially  upon  those  points  in  regard  to  all  apprehension  on  this  head  was  not 
symptoms,  course,  action  of  remedies,  or  thereby  removed,  yet  there  were  other  cir- 
appearances  observed  after  death,  which  cumstances  encouraging  the  hope  that  the 
seemed  most  striking,  or  worthy  of  being  abscess  might  not  be  connected  with  diseased 
impressed  upon  their  memory.  The  prin-  bone.  In  cases  of  the  latter  kind  the  swell- 
cipal  subject  of  to-day's  lecture  would  be  ing  usually  forms  slowly,  and  the  integu- 
Abscess, — to  several  examples  of  which  he  ments  over  it  long  retain  their  natural  colour 
would  now  proceed  to  refer.  and  temperature ;   in  fact,   the  abscess  is 

of  a  chronic  character.     Here  the  case  was 

Aheceuof  the  Abdomen.  different;   only  a  week  had  ekpsed  from 

Mary  M.,  at.  24,  married,  vras  admitted  the  first  detection  of  the  swelling  and  the 
891.— xxxT.  2  C 
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occurrence  of  those  appearances  which  it  time  during  her  preg;nancy,  and  was  again 

presented  on  the  patient's  entrance.  opened   by  her   surgeon ,  and   it  healed  a 

It  was  determined  to  treat  it  as  an  acute  month  previous  to  her  confinement,  about 

abscess,   and  two   days  after  admission  a  eight  months  since.     She  suffered  great  pain 

free  incision   was  made   into   it,   not   to-  in  the  parts  whilst  she  suckled,   but  no 

wards  Poupart's  ligament,  the  lowest  parts  swelling  was  observed  again  until  about  two 

in  the  upright  position  of  the  body,  but  months  ago. 

close  to  the  crest  of  the  ilium,  in  the  An  examination  was  made  so  as  to  ascer- 
situation  which  would  be  the  most  dependent  tain,  if  possible,  by  the  finger  in  the  vagina, 
as  the  patient  lay  in  bed,  or  which,  by  if  any  hardness,  tract,  or  sinus  existed, 
placing  a  pillow  under  the  buttocks,  could  leading  upwards  by  the  side  of  this  passage, 
easily  be  made  so.  The  matter  discharged  but  none  could  be  detected.  It  was  pro- 
was  rather  thin,  and  as  it  evidently  came  bable,  therefore,  that  the  repeated  collection 
from  a  deep  situation,  I  was  not  free  from  of  matter  in  the  same  place  might  have  arisen 
apprehension  that  we  should  have  inflamma-  from  the  cyst  of  the  abscess  never  having 
tion  of  the  cyst  of  the  abscess,  so  often  healed  from  the  bottom.  A  very  free  in- 
occurring  in  chronic  and  symptomatic  ab-  cision  was  therefore  made  into  it ;  and 
scesses,  and  occasioning  the  most  severe  no  sinus  running  from  it  having  been 
symptoms  and  fatal  results.  Fortunately  discovered  by  the  probe,  lint  was  introduced 
our  fears  were  not  realized  ;  no  constitutional  into  it,  and  renewed,  so  as  to  secure  the 
disturbance  took  place.  Yet  the  discharge  healing  from  the  bottom,  which  was  effected 
continued  copious  for  some  time,  and  meat,  in  a  fortnight, 
beer,  and  tonics,  were  required.  A  fortnight 

after  the  collection  had  been  opened,  the  Abscest  of  the  Side, 
probe  introduced  passed  downwards  and  Wm.Johnson,  set. 32,  admitted  Nov.  19th, 
inwards  in  the  direction  of  the  pubis,  above  1844.  Therewasa  large  swelling,  with fluctua- 
and  parallel  to  the  upper  part  of  Poupart's  tion,  occupying  a  space  the  size  of  the  ex- 
ligament.  With  the  view  of  aiding  to  the  tended  hand  on  the  right  side,  a  little  under 
closure  of  the  cyst  of  the  abscess  in  this  the  axilla.  The  integuments  covering  it  were 
situation,  pressure  was  applied  by  means  of  red  fVom  the  effects  of  a  blister  applied  a  week 
the  pad  of  a  truss  ;  but  this  could  not  be  previously.  At  that  time  he  asserts  there  was 
borne.  Slitting  up  the  parts  in  the  direction  no  swelling,  which  only  appeared  three  days 
mentioned  was  considered,  but  as  this  would  after.  The  blister  was  applied  on  account  of 
have  entailed  a  division  of  the  muscles  under  severe  pain  in  the  part,  which  commenced  a 
whichtheprobe  passed,  it  was  not  deemed  pru-  fortnight  before,  which  pain  was  preceded 
dent  thus  to  weaken  the  resistance  of  the  ab-  by  three  severe  rigors,  each  followed  by  heat 
dominal  parietes.  The  opening  already  made  and  sweating.  Examination  of  the  part  could 
was  therefore  kept  carefully  free — the  patient  scarcely  be  borne  from  the  severity  of  the 
was  80  placed  as  to  keep  this  almost  in-  pain.  He  looked  pallid,  his  face  was  flushed, 
variably  in  the  most  dependent  position  ;  his  skin  hot,  and  pulse  frequent.  He  was 
and  pressure  by  the  hand  was  made  twice  thirsty,  the  tongue  was  covered  with  a  thick 
daily  on  the  surrounding  parts,  in  order  yellowish  creamy  fur,  his  appetite  was  gone, 
further  to  obviate  the  risk  of  bagging,  and  the  bowels  were  purged.  The  cavity  of 
Under  these  means,  and  the  regimen  the  chest,  and  its  contents  on  this  side,  ap- 
adopted,  the  discharge  gradually  abated,  so  pea  red  to  be  sound.  There  was  no  ap- 
that  in  six  weeks  it  bad  entirely  ceased,  and  pearance  of  disease  of  the  spine, 
the  wound  cicatrised.  The  patient  then  In  the  absence  of  all  evident  cause  for 
got  up,  but  was  kept  ten  days  bnger  in  this  abscess,  for  undoubtedly  it  had  preceded 
Sie  house,  when  she  was  discharged  free  the  application  of  the  blister,  my  mind  re- 
from  complaint.  The  case  may  be  viewed  curred,  from  its  unfortunate  termination,  to 
as  one  of  acute  abscess.  the  last  case  of  extensive  abscess,  in  nearly 

The  next  case  I  have  to  notice  is  one  of  the  same  situation  which  I  had  observed. 

This  was  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  in 

Ab9ce99  qfihe  Labium  Pudendi,  n  gne  young  Irishwoman,  who  came  mto  the 

Clara  J.,  set.  26,  married :  admitted  Oct.  hospital  expressly  to  get  rid  of  what  she  sup- 

29,  1844.     A  collection  of  matter  occupied  posed  was  a  large  tumor,  which  had  been 

the  posterior  part  of  the  right  labium,  pro-  growing  for  the  last  twelve  months.     But 

jecting  on  its  inner  surface  and  obstructing  although  the  skin  covering  it  was  pale,  and 

the   entrance  of  the  vagina.     Soon    after  of  not  more  than  the  natural  temperature, 

marriage,  and  when  she  became  pregnant,  an  and  although  it  was  quite  free  from  pain,  yet 

abscess  formed  in  this  situation,  was  opened  fluctuation  was  present  in  it  throughout.    It 

by  a  surgeon,  and  it  healed  soon  afterwards,  was  an  abscess,  but  no  cause  could  be  disco- 

When  she  had  quickened  it  again  collected,  vered  for  it  in  the  neighbouring  parts,  external 

burst  of  itself  and  closed.     It  formed  a  third  or  internal.   It  was  freely  opened,  and  a  large 
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quantity  of  serous  pus  evacuated.    Consider-  ing.    There  were  now  two  sinuses  in  front  of 

able  constitutional  disturbance  succeeded ;  the  joint,  which  had  existed  for  two  years, 

fever,  and  pain  in  the  side,  with  cough,  but  Pressure  on  the  trochanter  gp'eatly  aggravated 

these  yielded  to  leeches  and  salines,  and,  with  the  pain  already  existing,  and  there  was  cede- 

the  exception  of  the  discharge,  matters  had  matous  swelling  of  the  soft  parts  in  this  situa- 

greatly  improved,  when,  a  fortnight  after-  tion.    JThe  thigh  was  considerably  flexed  on 

wards,  severe  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  pelvis,  and  fixed  thereon,  the  slightest 

the  same  side  of  the  chest,  bronchitis,  and  motion  not  being  perceivable  in  the  joint, 

pneumonia,  supervened:   under   these    the  Until  within  the  last  six  months  she  did  not 

patient  sunk  six  weeks  from  her  admission,  suffer  much  pain  in  the  hip,  but  up  to  this 

On  examination  post-mortem  the  cause  time  she  had  used  a  crutch.      She  then 

of  this  chronic  abscess  was  discovered  to  be  adopted  a  high-heeled  and  thick-soled  shoe, 

necrosis  of  the  fifth  and  seventh  ribs,  where  and  she  attributed  the  pain  since  experienced 

they  are  covered  by  the  scapula,  from  their  to  the  greater  use  of  the  limb  consequent 

angles  forwards,  about  two  inches  of  each,  upon  the  adoption  of  the  shoe,  and  the  re- 

This  case  will  afford  yon  additional  proof  jection  of  the  crutch.    She  had  had  diarrhoea, 

that  it  is  not  without  reason  we  look  with  with  purging  of  blood,  for  the  last  nine 

anxiety  at  all  cases  of  large  abscess  of  the  days  ;  tongue  very  red. 
trunk,  especially  when  chronic  and  of  ob-         Great  diflSculty  was  experienced  in  mode- 

Bcure  origin,  lest  they  shouldbe  symptomatic ;  rating  the  diarrhoea,  the  medicines  for  a  time 

that  is,  dependent  on  other  and  more  serious  -succeeding,  and  then  losing  their  effect ;  this 

dfsease.  was  the  case  with  the  combination  of  Dover's 

In  the  case  of  our  present  patient,  Johnson,  powder  and  Hydrargyum  c.  Creta ;  with  the 

although  apparently  one  of  acute  abscess,  chalk  mixture,  &c. :  the  most  efficient  means 

you  will  recollect  that  my  anxiety  led  me,  were  found  to  be  the  occasional  injection  per 

notwithstanding,    to    introduce    my  finger  anumoflaudanum  and  starch,  and  lime-water 

into  the  opening  which   I    had    made  to  taken  by  the  mouth.    It  was  hoped  that  rest 

evacuate  the  matter,  to  pass  it  upwards  to  its  and  fomentation  would  suffice  to  relieve  the 

full  length  towards  the  axilla,  backwards  to  pain  in  the  hip ;  but  not  so  :  its  permanence 

the  scapula  and  all  over  the  ribs,  so  as  to  and  severity  preventing  sleep,  led  to  the 

satisfy  myself  that  there  was  nothing  more  application  of  a  caustic  issue  behind  the 

present  than  the  irregular  surface  of   an  trochanter,  which  afforded  immediate  and 

acute  abscess.    The  febrile  symptoms  and  durable  relief. 

constitutional    disturbance    now    subsided.        You    will    recollect    that    I    repeatedly 

and  under  simple  remedies,  mild  aperients  pointed  your  attention  to  the  state  of  the 

and  salines,  the  discharge,  at  first  copious,  patient   auguring    unfavourably,  from  the 

gradually  abated,   and    in    a   fortnight    it  pertinacity  of  the  diarrhoea,  and  the  red 

had  entirely  ceased,  and  the  opening  healed,  tongue.    But  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  of  Nov., 

Three  weeks  from  his  entrance  the  patient  just  a  month  from  her  entrance,  you  will 

wa^  discharged  well.  remember  that  I  particularly  directed  your 

•  ,         .    .  n  j^j  1.^  j:.^..^  u^*-  attention  to  a  new  phasis  in  her  case :  the 

I  have  just  now  alluded  to  diseased  bone  -^^^^j*      j.    t      t     a  th  t  h  r  Kfl 

as  a  cause  of  abscess.    The  case  to  wWch  Lwsy?  but  Lswas'tow  more  m™edf  and 

I   shal    next    refer    presses    a    two- fold  you  will  remember  how,  that  in  rousing  herself 

mterest,  as  exhibiting  the  condiUon  of  the  j  «„««*4«„-  ^u^  i,»-«^  k-»  .JL    ««^ 

hip. joint  after  being  tiie  seat  of  continued  ^  ''''1?''TT'     !i   i^  ^    '  i,* 

jT  ■'      !;      ri         *  J     .  .         _.  turned  her  head,  exactly  like  a  person  awaking 

diM»M  for  fifteen  years,  »d  giving  owa-  ^^  ^  ^^     deep-thrt  she  answered 

.ion  to  frequent  abscesa«,  but  more  particu-  »  ^Lij,  that  her  pupiU  were 

Urly  from  lU  having  afforded  you  an  op-  ^^^^       ^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^  very  vkcant  ex- 

£Sn™'^.f  r     T*'°f"'.'K  r^    ?f  preadok  of  countenance.     Her  hand,  were 

ansmg  from  suppression  of  the  secretion  of  '^  , ,         ,  v  u«.i        j       ^  ^u 

urinefand  of  observing  the  mode  in  which  ^^^'  ""^  7«^,  '^?*'*i^.".^!r*°!f !   ^f^ 
this  fiital  result  ensues  from  tiie  retention  J."  "**  ^^"^  ^a    ^i  ^*^/'  the  wrigt      On 
of  the  urea  in  the  system,  and  it.  action  ?»*^  V^'^l    ^"^  l,^^  ascertemed  upon 
upon  the  brain.  ^'^}'^^  tiiat  very  htUe  water    was  made, 
'^  and  on  passing  the  catheter  only  a  tea- 
DUeaseqfthe  hip — Complete  euppremon  qf  spoonful  was  obtained,  then  eighteen  hours 
Urine. — Coma — Bpilepey — Death.   Urea  afterwards  ;     but    a    table-spoonful     was 
pre$eni  in  the  eerum  contained  in  the  contained    in,    and   withdrawn    from,   the 
ventriclee  of  the  brain.  bladder.      On    exposure    to    heat,    three- 
Ann   Lovegrove,   eet.   24,  was  admitted  fourths,  perhaps  seven -eighths  of  this,  was 
Oct.  29,  on  account  of  severe  pain  in  the  left  converted  into  coagulated  albumen, 
hip.    There  had  been  disease  of  the  joint       The  cause  of  the  head  symptoms  was  clearly 
since  the  age  of  nine,  abscesses  from  time  to  the  arrest  of  the  secretion  of  urine ;  but  how 
time  forming,  discharging  and  slowly  heal-  was  this  to  be  restored  ?    It  was  proposed  to 
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give  TiDctora  Ljtte,  but  tUe  very  red  tongue  that  I  learn  from  our  apothecary,  Mr.  Corfo, 

was  thought  to  render  this  inexpedient ;  the  that  this  young  woman  was    in  the  phy- 

Haustus  Tercbinthinse  was  given  in  its  stead,  sicians'  ward  a  year  and  half  ago,  when  she 

and  a  mustard  poultice  placed  across  the  loins,  bad  incontinence  of  urine,  and  the  urine 

The  state  of  the  circulation  forbad  more  ac-  was  albuminous,  the  disease  no  doubt  tben 

tive  treatment  directly  to  tbe  head,  but  it  existing. 

was  shaved,  and  a  blister  applied.  The  bladder  contained  no  urine,  it  was 

By  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  (viz.  the  quite  contracted,  its  coats  were  somewhat 

28th)  the  patient  no  longer  replied  to  ques-  softened.     On  opening  the  head,  there  was 

tions,  she  could  not  be  roustd,  the  stupor  but  little  serum  in  the  arachnoid ;  on  slicing 

amounted  to  coma,  and  the  pupils  were  ob-  the  brain,  the   red  points  were  unusually 

served  to  be  contracted  to  a  point.     On  numerous ;  about  two  ounces  of  serum  were 

the  morning  of  the  29th,  she  bad  an  epi-  found  in  the  ventricles, 

leptic  fit,  another  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Urea  has  been  detected  in  the  serum  of  the 

when  the  breathing  was  found  slightly  ster-  blood  of  those  labouring  under  albuminuria, 

torous,  with  puffing  out  of  the  cheeks ;  she  had  and  suppression  of  urine,  by  Christison,  and 

four  or  five  more  fits  before  she  expired  in  one  others,  and  the  same  substance  has  been 

of  these  at  four  in  the  morning  of  the  30th.  found  in  the  serum  secreted  into  the  ventri- 

No  urine  was  secreted  during  the  last  forty  des  of  the  brain.     But  this  was  deemed  too 

hours.  good  an  opportunity  of   confirming  this, 

On  examination,  the  head  of  the  femur  and  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  able  assistance 

acetabulum  were  found  ankylosed    exter-  of  Mr.  Fownes,  our  lecturer  on  chemistry, 

nally  all  round,  the  neck  of  the  former  bone  for    this    purpose.      Accordingly    a    por- 

having  undergone  considerable  diminution  of  tion  of  the  serum  contained  in  the  ven- 

its  length,  but  the  consolidation  of  the  two  trides  of  the  brain  was   handed  to  him, 

bones  was  so  complete  that  it  is  iu  possible,  as  in  which   he  readily   discovered  the    pre- 

you  may  see,  to  determine  the  precise  limits  of  sence  of  urea.     His  manner  of  proceeding 

each.  Aportionofthe  osseous  uniting  medium  was  this,  he  informs  me.     He  first  got  rid 

is  bare.     On  making  a  section  through  the  of  the  albumen  which  was  present  in  the 

acetabulum  and  neck  of  the  femur,  in  the  serum  in  large  quantity,  by  boiling,  filtering, 

direction  of  the  latter,  the  osseous  ankylosis,  and  evaporating  to  dryness ;  he  then  applied 

though  complete,  and  of  solid  bone  externally,  a  little  water  to  the  residuum,  and  adding 

so  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  is  femur  some  nitric  acid  to  it  in  a  watch  glass,  it  was 

and  what  aoetubulum,  is,  as  you  will  observe,  allowed  to  stand  over  night,   and  in   the 

somewhat  defective  in  the  centre.    Here,  in  morning  he  found  crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea, 

a  situation  corresponding,  as  it  were,  to  the  The  urea  retained  in  the  blood  seems  to 

centre  of  the  joint,   we  find  a  cavity  in  act  as  a  poison  in  these  cases,  and  although, 

which  is  lodged  a  piece  of  dead  and  loose  when  these  eficcts  ensue,    we  do  not  well 

bone.    From  this  cavity,  you  observe,  we  know  how  to  counteract  them,  yet  having 

can  trace  a  narrow  passage  through  the  sur-  had  so  striking  and  well-marked  an  example 

rounding  uniting  bone  in  the  front  part  of  of  the  symptoms  which  it  produced,  you  will 

the  joint,  a  sort  of  cloaca  we  may  call  it,  at  least  be  prepared,  should  a  similar  case 

and  presenting  a  state  of  disease  sufficiently  occur  to  you,   to  forewarn   the    patient's 

accounting  for  the  long  continuance  of  sinuses  friends  of  his  or  her  danger,  and  thereby 

in  this  situation,  and  the  persistence  of  the  tend  to  preserve  your  own  character, 

other  symptomps  of  hip  disease.  In  this  case  of  Bright's  kidney  there  was 

Tbe    kidneys    were    rather    above    the  no   dropsy.     The  diarrhoea  which  existed 

natural    sixe.       On     stripping    off     their  was  probably,  however,   dependent  in  its 

investing  coat,   they  presented  a  mottled  origin  on  the  renal  disease. 

appearance,     and     tuberculated     surface  ; 

the    colour    of    these    tubercles,     which 

are    very    numerourand    agglomerated,  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  NERVES  ON 

being,  as  you  observe,  of  a  dirty  yellow,  SECRETION. 

or    straw    colour.      On    a    section    being  

made,  this  colour  was  found  to  occupy  al-  «.«,          ,.,,,.    .^ 

most  the  entire  of  the  cortical,  or  secreting  ^  '*«  ^^^or  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

part  of  the  organ,  which  thus  presented  a  gm 

well-marked    instance    of   what    is    called  xvr   ^ ,    '   -:^   ^*  ^i.^^..^^^.... !,««« i^««« 

Bright's   kidney.      There    is   a    cyst    in  When  a  series  of  Dhenomena  have  been 

one  of  them,  which  is  common  enough,  traced  up  to  an  ultimate  fact,  as  those 

Usually  in  thU  form  of  disease  the  surface  ?f  ^ejer  up   to  the  irritabUity  of  the 

of  the  kidnev  is  gruiular  j  here  it  is  not  so.  blood-vessels,  and  the  inferences  ans- 

but  tuberculated ;  but  this  we  may  probably  ing  from  it  have  been  applied  and  fuller 

attribute  to  the  more  advanced  stage  of  the  carried  out  into  practice,  the  subject  is 

disease.   In  confirmation  of  this,  I  may  stale  complete,  and  very  little  can  be  added 
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to  it;  because  so  long  as  the  ultimate  unite  in  a  single  stem ;  so  the  two  par- 
fact  remains  established,  as  we  cannot  ties  to  this  dispute,  however  at  variance 
go  higher  than  or  beyond  it,  no  farther  in  their  principles,  concur  at  length  in 
extension  of  principle  can  be  obtained,  adopting  the  same  practical  views.  It 
and,  con8e(]uently,  no  great  or  com-  seems  to  me  that  tnis  diversity  at  the 
prehensive  improvement  can  be  made ,  commencement,  and  unanimity  at  the 
and  not  much  even  in  matters  of  ar-  conclusion,  have  had  the  effect  of  con- 
rangement  and  detail.  It  seems  to  me  fining  the  interest  of  the  question  en- 
that  the  theory  and  practice  of  medi-  tirely  to  those  engaged  in  carrying  on 
cine  are  in  this  condition  at  the  present  the  discussion,  because  the  great  mass 
time,  that  all  the  practical  benefit  to  of  the  profession  being  practical  men, 
be  derived  from  cultivating  the  science  have  naturally  looked  to  that  part  of  it 
of  medicine  (i.  e.  what  is  now  called  which  more  particularly  concerned 
science)  has  been  obtained,  the  soil  is  them,  and  finding  the  same  treatment 
exhausted,  and  consequently  the  la-  recommended  by  each  party,  have 
hour  now  is  great,  the  profit  very  small,  considered  it  a  matter  of  perfect  indif- 
Thus  we  find  one  autnor  as  the  result  ference  which  mi^ht  be  in  the  right, 
of  a  long  investigation,  discovers  in-  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
flammation  to  consist  in  "  a  peculiar  although  systematic  writers  have  been 
pervertion  of  nutritiim  or  itcrttion ;"  obliged  to  keep  their  doctrines  con- 
another  si)ends  years  in  examining  the  nected,  and  as  much  as  possible  consis- 
blood,  as  if  disease  could  be  cured  by  tent,  each  practical  man  has  deemed 
putting  into  the  stomach  this  or  that  himself  at  liberty  to  form  his  own 
m^dient,  which  he  might  find  de-  physio-pathological  creed,  and  that  this 
ficient.  Another  revives  and  produces  in  most  instances  is  a  strange  mixture 
as  a  novelty,  the  doctrine  of  vibrations ;  of  the  leading  points  of  each  side  of 
a  fourth  nublishes  a  series  of  drawings  the  controversv.  I  should  never  have 
of  morbia  growths  and  depositions,  as  troubled  myself,  however,  to  interfere 
if  the  contemplation  of  them  would  with  this  anomalous  state  of  things,  had 
throw  a  new  light  upon  the  cause  of  I  not  hoped,  by  showing  what  majr  be 
production.  Seeing  that  in  all  these  gained  by  an  extension  of  principle, 
instances,  and  in  many  more  which  and  by  bringing  it  to  bear  legitimately 
might  be  mentioned,  the  labour  of  able  in  improving  the  treatment  of  disease, 
men  is  so  great,  and  the  gain  so  small,  to  excite  a  permanent  and  abiding  in- 
we  might  conclude  that  nothing  more  terest  in  physiological  questions  in  the 
could  be  done,  did  not  the  unsatisfac-  minds  of  practical  men. 
tory  state  of  the  practice  of  medicine  The  first  great  fact  on  which  1  wish 
prevent  the  possibility  of  our  being  to  ^x  the  attention  of  the  profession  is 
contented  witn  it.  that  which  I  brought  forward  in  my 
I  have  long  been  convinced  that  the  last  letter,  viz.  that  the  body  cannot 
true  reason  why  so  much  patience  and  liye  without  the  brain.  The  second  is 
zeal  have  of  late  years  been  expended  very  similar  to  it,  viz.  that  when  the 
to  so  little  purpose,  is,  because  the  pre-  communication  of  a  pari  with  the  brain 
sent  doctrines  being  founded  on  a  «up-  is  completely  cut  off,  it  also  dies. 
poted  ultimate  fact,  have  not  admitted  There  is  a  completeness  in  the  entire 
of  any  extension  of  principle,  and  I  separation  of  a  part  from  its  nervous 
have  been  sustained  with  the  expecta-  connexion  with  the  brain,  which  does 
tion  of  my  labours  being  crowned  with  not  belong  to  the  division  of  one  or 
happier  success  by  observing,  that  in  more  branches  only ;  the  one  gives  a 
tracing  the  contraction  of  the  muscular  perfect,  and  the  other  only  an  imperfect 
fibre,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  se-  result;  if  we  can  understand  the  first, 
cernent  function  up  to  the  nervous  sys.  there  will  be  no  diflUculty  with  the  se- 
tem,  thus  getting  beyond  the  ultimate  cond.  It  is  observed  that  inflammation 
facts,  we  mi^ht  advance  a  step  higher  and  disorganization  invariably  inter- 
in  the  gradation  of  causes,  and  obtain  vene  between  the  division  of  the  nerves, 
the  requisite  extension  of  principle,  and  the  final  death  of  the  part  supplied 
The  controversy  respecting  the  doc-  by  them.  Analogous  phenomena  are 
^trines  of  irritability  may  lie  hkened  remarked  in  some  of  the  severer  forms 
to  the  letter  Y,  the  two  extremes  of  of  rapid  disease,  where  fever  and  dis- 
which,  though  wide  apart,  at  first  organization  intervene  between  the 
gradually  approach  eacn  other,   and  health  and  death  of  the  whole  body ; 
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hence  the  application  of  the  term  putrid  reason  why  nerves  endowed  with  them 
to  some  of  the  graver  kinds  of  fever,  should  be  so  constantly  united.  But  if 
Now  it  is  quite  certain  the  inflamma-  the  more  obvious  and  acknowled^d 
tion  in  the  part  is  caused  by  the  division  functions  of  the  nerves  are  such  that 
of  its  nerves,  and  consequently  it  is  their  union  is  not  required  on  that 
fair  to  infer  that  some  cause  or  other  account,  may  there  not  be  some  other 
acts  in  an  analogous  manner  upon  the  function  as  distinct  from  volition  and 
whole  nervous  system  in  producing  sensation  as  they  are  from  each  other, 
fever ;  and  as  all  disease  may  be  ulti-  and  yet  not  incompatible  with  them, 
mately  resolved  into  the  question  of  a  which  imperatively  demands  and  can- 
greater  or  less  degree  of  inflammation,  not  be  carried  on  without  such  a  dis- 
or  of  fever  (as  I  have  already  said  on  a  position  P  These  questions  refer  us 
former  occasion,  when  endeavouring  to  back  to  the  consideration  of  the  facts 
show  how  absolutely  necessary  it  was  before  us ;  and  here,  when  we  see  not 
to  establish  sound  doctrines  on  these  only  muscles,  but  bones,  ligaments, 
points  in  a  cyclopaedia  or  dictionary  of  and  joints — parts  neither  capable  of 
practical  medicine),  it  becomes  morally  moving,  nor,  under  ordinary  circum- 
certain  that  there  is  no  way  of  arriving  stances,  very  sensitive—supplied  by 
at  a  deeper  insight  into  disease  except  anterior  and  posterior  nerves,  and  per- 
through  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  ceive  also  that  muscles,  bones,  and 
the  functions  of  the  nervous  system,  ligaments,  all  become  disorganized  and 
From  what  has  been  said,  it  follows  die  together  when  the  nerves  are  di- 
that  the  one  thing  needful  is  such  an  vided,  we  can  scarcely  avoid  the  con- 
amount  of  information  respecting  the  elusion  that  the  nerves  do  subserve 
office  of  the  brain  and  nerves  in  main-  another  function,  and  that  in  all  proba- 
taining  life  or  health  as  shall  enable  bility  it  is  the  performance  of  this  other 
us  to  understand  what  amount  of  injury  function  which  renders  it  necessary  for 
is  inflicted  on  a  part  by  the  division  of  the  nerves  to  be  united  as  we  find 
the  latter,  what  it  loses,  in  short,  by  its  them.  An  author  who  occupies  a  con- 
communication  with  the  brain  being  spicuous  position  amon?  the  writers  of 
interrupted.  The  only  functions  of  the  present  day  maintams  the  opinion, 
the  nerves  which  have  as  yet  been  in-  that  the  secernent  function  is  indepen- 
vestigated  with  success  are  those  re-  dent  of  the  nervous  system,  although 
lating  to  volition  and  sensation ;  and  liable  to  be  influenced  through  it.  It 
many  have  appeared  to  ^  think  that  would  be  difficult  to  recognize  even  a 
these  points  being  ascertained  no  far-  trace  of  the  wise  beneficence  of  our 
ther  information  was  necessary.  It  great  Creator  in  such  a  disposition  as 
seems  to  me,  however,  that  a  little  this  doctrine  implies,  because  since  all 
reflection  on  the  nature  of  these  pro-  mental  emotions  interfere  with  and 
perties,  considered  in  connection  with  interrupt  secretion,  and  may  even  be 
the  actual  arrangements  and  distribu-  so  intense  as  to  kill  instantaneouslv, 
tions  of  the  various  nerves  to  the  the  influence  is  only  exercised  fur  evil, 
several  parts  and  organs  of  the  body,  which  would  be  a  solicism  not  to  be 
and  the  fact  that  a  part  dies  when  all  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  creation, 
its  nerves  are  divided,  discovers  a  ^reat  According  to  this  view,  either  Dr. 
void  still  remaining  to  be  fillea  up.  Alison  is  wrong,  or  God  has  in  this 
Nerves  of  sensation  are  invariably  instance  departed  from  his  universal 
united  (except  those  of  the  special  law.  If  such  be  the  tendency  of  the 
senses)  either  with  nerves  of  volition,  doctrines  taught  by  one  of  the  best 
with  ganglial  nerves,  or  with  both,  authorities  of  the  present  day,  there 
Wherefore  do  we  find  this  constant  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  a  good  work 
union  of  diflferent  kmds  of  nerves  ?  on  physiology  has  yet  to  be  written. 
Volition  and  sensation  are  properties  Physiologists  have  never  yet  considered 
entirely  distinct  from,  and  independent  more  than  half,  and  that  the  least 
of,  each  other;  consequently  these  important  half,  of  the  functions  of  the 
functions  would  be  quite  as  well  pro-  nervous  system;  their  attention  has 
Tided  for  by  nerves  having  no  inter-  hitherto  been  almost  solely  fixed  and 
communication.  No  consideration,  concentrated  upon  volition  and  sensa- 
therefore,  of  properties  distinct,  and  tion,  functions  which  relate  only  to  the 
even  opposed  to  each  other,  can  pos-  convenience  of  the  bod^,  as  if  the 
sibl  V  lead  to  an  explanation  of  the  whole  subject  were  comprised  in  them  : 
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these  are  doubtlesg  important  functions,  very  differently  situated  in  respect  to 

but  that  which  maintains  the  life  is  the  reception  of  the  result  of  their 

unquestionably  of   far  higher  conse-  labours  by  the  public.    They  can  pro- 

quence;    and  yet  no  one  knows  any  duce  demonstrable,  undeniable,  facts  in 

thing  about  it.      I   was  in  hopes    I  proof  of  their  assertions ;  and  they  are 

should  have  been  able  to  enter  upon  cheered  in  the  prosecution  of  their  re- 

the  question  of  the  secernent  function  spective  studies  by  the   acknowledg- 

of  the  nervous  system  in  this  letter,  ment  of  the  advances  which  they  have 

but  I  find  I  must  defer  it  to  a  future  made  in  science. 

opportunity.  Amongst  the  causes  of  the  unpopu- 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  larityoftherapeutical  investigations,  the 

Your  obedient  servant,  perfection  to  which  this  department  has 

J.  W.  Earle.  attained,  and  the  scanty  harvest  of  dis- 

Cheltenham,  Dec.  8, 1844.  covery  that  can  consequently  be  hoped 

from  its  cultivation,  cannot  assuredly  be 

nv  THR  reckoned.    On  the  contrary,  of  all  the 

"^  ^^^  branchesofmedicalscience,therapeutics 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  ig  the  least  advanced.  How  few  diseases 

TH  ERAPEUTIC  AL  INQUIRY.  are  there,  upon  the  best  mode  of  treating 

Rv  Jamm  Arnotf  M  D  which,     medical    men,    not    only    of 

_  r'T^'t  r„     °    '  various   countries,    but   of   the  same 

Physician  to  the  Brighton  Dispensary.  ^^untry,  have  generally  agreed  !     How 

{For  the  London  Medical  Gazette  J  many  for  which  it  has  been  generally 

acknowledged    that   no   remedy    has 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  branch  of  hitherto  been  discovered ! 
the  science  of  medicine  which  has  re-  Inflammation  is  the  proxitnate  cause 
sard  to  the  cure  of  disease,  and  which  of  the  greater  number  of  acute  and 
18  obviously  its  most  important  branch,  severe  diseases,  or  the  cause  at  least 
should,  at  the  present  time,  be  the  most  of  the  dangerous  local  affections  occur- 
neglected.  Amongst  the  various  causes  ing  in  the  course  of  these;  and  of  no 
which  may  be  assigned  for  this  neg-  morbid  condition  is  the  remedial  treat- 
lect,  the  principal  is  the  extreme  dif-  ment  supposed  to  be  better  known,  or 
ficulty  of  establishing  any  improvement  more  certainly  fixed ;  yet  even  here  how 
in  medical  practice,  or  even  of  drawing  various  are  medical  opinions  about  the 
the  attention  of  the  profession  to  it,  and  proper  means  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
inducing  them  to  make  a  trial  of  the  degree  to  which  they  ought  severally  to 
newly  proposed  treatment.    The  pro-    be  carried ! 

poser  of  this  finds  that  his  assertions        Blood-letting  is  the  principal  remedy 
are  received  with  incredulity  ;  and  his    of  infinmmation.     But  its  advantage 
new  remedy  is  either  not  tried  at  all,  or    has  been  questioned  by  the  most  accu- 
18  tried  so  imperfectly  as  to  throw  dis-    rate  observer  of  the  day,   M.  Louis, 
credit  on  his  judgment,  if  not  on  his    even  in  pneumonia ;  although   pneu- 
veracity.    Unless  he  be  one  of  those    monia  and  venesection  are  the  very  dis- 
whom  accident  has  placed  in  charge  of    ease  and  remedy  which  have  usually 
a  large  public  medical  charity,  and  who    been  mentioned  together  as  the  best 
have  consequently  many  professional    evidence  than  can  be  adduced  of  the 
witnesses  of  their  proceedings;  or  un-    efficacy  of  the  healing  art.    Few  will 
less  from  other  circumstances  equally    be  found  of  the  same  opinion  with  M. 
accidental,  and   often   quite  indepcn-    Louis  on  this  point ;  yet  as  a  proof  of 
dently  of  his  merits,  he  has  become    how  little  is  yet  known  of  the  proper 
what  has  been  termed  an  authority;    extentto  which  the  abstraction  of  blood 
this  neglect  will  surely  be  the  fate  of    should  be  carried,  and  of  the  proper 
his  improvements,  excepting,  perhaps,    manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be  made, 
such  of   them   as  are  founded  upon    in   this  and  other  equally  severe  in- 
physical  principles  of   easy  compre-    flammatory  diseases,  it   still  remains 
hension,  or  which   promise   relict  in    the  usual  practice  of   physicians    to 
diseases  for  which  no  remedy  of  any    prescribe  a  determinate  quantity  to  be 
kind  has  hitherto  been  found.  drawn,  without  observing  the  effects  of 

The  microscopical  and  pathological  the  operation  until  after  a  considerable 
anatomist,  the  investigator  of  animal  period  has  elapsed ;  notwithstanding 
chemistry,  and  the  pnyi»iologist,  are    the  general  admission  that  the  effect  of 
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blood-letting   is   very   materially  in-  temperature,  than  produce  the  contrary 

Huenced  by  the  mode  in  which  it  hap-  effects. 

pens  to  be  performed,  or  the  manner  in        Still  more  undecided  than  any  of  the 

which  the  olood  happens  to  flow  from  above  opinions  is  that  on  the  consti- 

the  vein.    In  former  times,  the  obser-  tutional  effect  of  mercury  as  a  remedy 

yation    of  the   immediate   effects    of  of  inflammation.    This  powerful  drug, 

venesection  was  deemed  of  more  im-  the  extensive  use  of  which  as  a  reme^ 

fartance  than  the  quantity  drawn ;  and  for  acute  inflammation  as  well  as  fever 

ydenham  mentions  with  approbation,  originated  in  our  eastern  colonies  (but 

the  practice  of  a  surgeon  in  his  day,  where  it  now  appears  to  be  estimated 

who  allowed  the  patient's  blood  to  flow  as  much  below  its  real  value  as  it 

upon  the  ground,  while  he  exclusively  was  formerly  above  it)  is  deemed  by 

watched  the  effects  of  its  loss  on  the  many  not  to  be  inferior  in  eflUcacy  to 

system.  bleeding,  when  employed  in  sufficient 

Some  improvement,  I  think,  may  be  quantity.    A  very  oifferent  opinion  is 

made,  with  this  view,  in  the  operation  entertained  upon  the  subject  by  others, 

of  venesection.     If  the  banaa?e   by  The    distinguished   professor   of  the 

which  the  vehis  are  compressed  were  practice  of  medicine  in  the  University 

tightened  or  loosened  by  a  small  tour-  of  Edinburgh,  for  instance,  declares 

niquet  screw,  the  force  of  the  stream  of  that  he  has  seen  "  the  symptoms  of  in- 

blood  might  be  regulated  with  almost  flammatory   diseases  more  frequently 

as  much  ease  and  precision  as  that  of  a  aggravated  or  transferred  to  another 

jet  of  water  is  regulated  by  a  stop-cock,  part,  on  the  mouth  becoming  affected 

Although   this   addition  renders   the  with  mercury,  than  relieved."*     AI- 

apparaius  used  a  little  more  complex,  it  though  this  extreme  opinion  may  be  . 

simplifies  the  operation,  classed,  on  account  of  its  singularity, 

Blisters,  as  a  remedy  of  acute  inflam-  with  that  of  M.  Louis  on  bleeding  m 

mationofthe  viscera,  are  condemned  by  pneumonia,  it  must  still  be  admitted 

many,  as  being  more  calculated  to  ag-  that   many  practitioners  continue  to 

gravate  than  relieve;  with  others  they,  participate   m    the    vulgar   prejudice> 

form  a  part  of  their  invariable  routine,  against    mercury  ;     and    the    mode 

Purgatives  constitute  a  principal  part  of  administering  the  remedy  in  ur- 
of  the  treatment  of  febrile  and  inflam-  gent  cases  still  remains  very  imper- 
matory  disease  in  this  countiy;  in  feet.  The  necessity  that  is  admitted 
France  they  are  generally  regarded  as  for  the  speedy  application  of  other 
the  pernicious  irritants  of  the  gastro-  remedies,  or  rather  for  the  speedy  pro- 
intestinal  mucous  membrane.  duction  of  their  respective  influences, 

Emetic  tartar  is  rarely  employed  by  can  scarcely  be   supposed  to  be  the 

English  practitioners  In  repeatea  large  case  with  respect  to  the  use  of  mer- 

doses,  so  as  to  act  as  a  sedative  on  the  cury,  when  we  daily  witness  patients 

system.    In  Italy  it  is  a  substitute  for  sinking  under  diseases  for  which  the 

the  lancet.  practitioner  is  administering  mercury, 

Cold  applied  externally  constitutes  with  the  full  expectation  that  its  com- 
with  some  an  important  part  of  the  plete  action  would  save,  and  yet  ad- 
treatment  of  inflammation,  particularly  ministering  it  in  a  way  the  least  likely 
when  affecting  the  head,  joints,  or  ex-  to  effect  its  complete  action  speedily, 
ternal  parts;  and  it  has  occasionally  been  and  in  time  to  save.  However 
extended  to  similar  affections  of  the  weakened  or  torpid  the  power  of  ab- 
throat,  chest,  and  abdomen.  Other  prac-  sorption  may  be  in  the  stomach  and 
titioners  consider  it  more  likely  to  cause  upper  part  of  the  intestinal  tube,  it  is 
injurious  determination  to  the  morbid  rarely  that  mercury  is  exhibited  other- 

Sartthanto  relieve  its  oppressed  vessels,  wise  than  by  the  mouth,  or  by  friction 

luch  of  this  discrepancy,  however,  on  the  skin.    It  is  more  than  twenty 

has,  doubtless,  arisen  from  the  very  im-  years  since  I  induced  mercurial  sah- 

perfect  mode  (as  will  be  explained  in  a  vation,  where  there  was  no  hope  of 


by  intervals,  it  is  more  likely  to  stimu- 
late by  reaction,  and  really  to  increase  the       *  Tlie  Ubrary  of  Medicine,  vol.  i.  p.  ill. 
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ehlori.le  of  mercury  to   a  portion  of  yet  as  bearing  immediately  upon  it, 

the  skin  from  which  the   cuticle  had  and  strongly  influencing  it,  there  may 

been  removed  by  a  blister.      This  is  be  no  great  impropriety  in  briefly  ad- 

not  the  only  mode  in  which  the  system  verting  to  the  great  uncertainty  that 

maybe  speedily  affected  by  mercury,  exists  respecting  the  modus  operandi  of 

in  cases  where  the  urgency  of  circum-  remedies ;  and  in  bringing  forward  as 

stances  authorisesthe  use  of  severe  re-  an.  illustration    of  this,   the   various 

medies  ^  and  that  these  modes  should  opinions  that  are  held  on  the  action  of 

have  been  so  completely  neglected,  can  mercury,   the  last  mentioned  of  the 

only  be  accounted  for  by  supposing  that  principal  remedies  used  in  inflammatory 

erroneous  notions  upon  the  modus  ope-  disease.     In  the  opinion  of  some,  raer- 

randi  of  mercury  have  prevented  their  cury  given  to  the  extent  of  affecting 

use.    By  introducing  the  drug  into  the  the  system  acts  beneficially,  by  stimu- 

system  more  gradually,  a  more  general  lating  the  absorbents ;  another  expla- 

effect  has  been   supposed  to  be  pro-  nation  is,  that  it  equalizes  the  circula- 

duced ;  upon  which  general  effect  ex-  tion,  or  restores  its  balance.      Some 

clusively  the  remedial  efficacy  has  been  think  that  its  curative  agency  consists 

thought  to  depend.  in  the  general  excitement  of  the  secre- 

The   above  observations  have  refe-  tions,  or  in  other  words,  in  being  a 

rence  to  the  general  treatment  of  a  general  evacuant ;  and  there  are  still  a 

large,  and  by  far  the  most  important  few  who  deem  its  action  advantageous 

class  of  diseases:  if  particular  oiseases  by  destroying  the  poison  from  which 

be  considered,  the  present  state  of  the-  the  disease  onginated,  or  by  ejecting  it 

rapeutics  will  not  appear  to  greater  from   the   mass    of  circulating  fluid, 

advantage.  Many  conceive  that  mercury  removes 

Take  rheumatism  for  an  example —  the  morbid  action  constituting  disease, 
the  most  common  disease  of  a  severe  by  exciting  another  action,  which  su- 
character  which  we  have  to  treat  in  persedes  it,  on  the  principle  that  two 
this  country,  and  consequently  one  morbid  actions  of  different  kinds  can- 
on the  management  of  which,  it  not  co-exist;  and  others  adopt  the 
might  be  supposed,  there  would  be  similar  idea  that  a  general  counter- 
litde  difference  of  opinion.  There  are  irritation  is  produced  by  its  powerful 
at  least  half  a  dozen  very^  different  and  diffused  action  operating  bene- 
modes  in  use  of  treating  cases  of  rheu-  ficially  in  causing  a  revulsion  trom  the 
matism,  of  precisely  the  same  charac-  morbid  part.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
ter.  One  practitioner,  considering  the  an  explanation  which  has  lately  been 
disease  to  be  purely  inflammatory,  advanced,  namely,  that  it  dissolves  the 
trusts  principally  to  the  lancet,  employ-  blood,  did  not  occur  to  Boerhaave,  or 
ing  or  eschewing  mercury,  according  to  his  disciples,  as  by  ensuring  its  general 
his  notions  of  it  as  a  remedy  of  inflam-  adoption,  from  its  applicability  to  the 
mation.  Another  confides  exclusively  reigning  doctrines  m  pathology,  it 
in  powerful  diaphoretics.  Those  who  would  not  only  have  led  to  an  earlier 
acknowledge  a  specific  virtue  in  colchi-  and  general  use  of  a  valuable  medicine, 
cum  require  little  other  assistance;  but  long  erenow,  and  as  the  fruit  of  so 
while  others,  with  Dr.  Haygarth,  fancy  extended  an  experience,  some  certain 
they  find  an  equally  powerful  specific  principles  regulating  its  use  would 
in  bark.  Opium  and  nitre  have  each  have  been  arnved  at.  Many  years  ago, 
their  respective  advocates  as  the  sheet-  and  when  I  had  ample  opportunity  of 
anchor  to  be  relied  upon.  And  while  witnessing  the  extraordinary  effect  of 
certain  practitioners  of  the  eclectic  severe  mercurial  ptyalism,  (sometimes 
school  variously  combine  the  above  where  there  is  constitutional  pecu- 
remedies,  or  appropriate  them  to  what  liarity,  produced  by  a  few  grains  of 
they  consider  suitable  cases,  a  few  ex-  mercury,)  in  quickly  putting  a  stop  to 
pectants,  or  homceopathists,  (for  there  the  symptoms  of  the  acute  and.  rapid 
IS  no  great  difference  between  these  diseases  of  warm  climates,  I  was  led 
sects,)  may  be  found,  who  leave  the  to  the  conclusion,  that  while  it  might 
cure  to  the  unaided  or  unopposed  ope-  have  several  other  operations  of  an 
rations  of  nature.  auxiliary    character,    its    local    effect 

Although  it  may  be  deemed  a  depar-  on  the  moutli  and  salivary  glands  was 

ture  firom  the  subject  of  therapeutics,  mainly  instrumental  in  enecting  the 
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cure,  on  the  common,  and  universally  Enough  has  been  said  in  proof  of 

admitted   principle   of  counter-irrita-  the  very  defective  state  of  therapeutics. 

tion.     For  none  of  the  means  com-  But  when  such  deplorable  uncertainty 

monly  used  to  produce  counter-irrita-  exists  respecting  the  treatment  of  the 

tion  or  revulsion,  as  blisters,  &c.,  are  most  important  class  of  diseases,  and 

half  so  violent,  or  half  so  continued  in  the  mode  of  action  of  the  most  impor- 

their  operation,  as  the  degree  of  mercu-  tant  of  our  remedies,  should  the  stten- 

rial  ptyalism  alluded  to  ;  no^  as  regards  tion  of  the  promoters  of  medical  science 

their  locality,  can  any  of  these  be  so  be  so  exclusively  directed,  as  it  is  at 

well  applied  to  control  the  centre  of  present,  to  its  auxiliary  or  collateral 

the  nervous  system,  or  the gast ro  pul-  branches? 

monary  mucous  membrane.    Would  it  Among  these,  none  deserves  a  higher 

not,  therefore,  be  a  strange  anomaly,  if  place  than  morbid  anatomy ;  and  great 

a  counter-irritation  so  powerful,  so  con-  have  been  the  advantages  derived  from 

tinued,  and  so  happily  situated,  should  the  ardent  prosecution  of  it  daring  the 

not  have,  not  only  the  efficacy  of  other  last  thirty   years.     The  existence  of 

counter  irritants,  but  an  efficacy  much  diseases    nas    thus    been   ascertained, 

greater,and  in  some  degree  proportionate  which,  from    the   similarity  of   their 

to  these  advantages  over  them?  If  there  symptoms  to  those  of  other  diseases, 

be  any  truth  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  might  never  otherwise  have  been  de- 

we  should  be  led  to  expect  some  ad-  tected ;  and  analogies  in  the  nature  of 

yantage,similarto  that  proceeding  from  diseases  previously  supposed  (judging 

this  operation  of  mercury, from  exciting  from  their  symptoms  alone)  to  be  of  a 

a  severe  and  continued  irritation  in  the  different   character,    have    been    dis- 

same  situation  by  more  direct,  and,  in  covered,  leading  to  analogies  in  their 

other  respects,  less  noxious  measures  j  treatment ;     or    to    the    adoption    of 

and    from    my    observations    on  this  remedies    for   certain  diseases  which 

point,  I  have  seen  abundance  of  reason  experience  had  proved  to  be  useful  in 

to    regret,   not  that  the   direct  siala-  diseases  to  whicn  they  have  thus  been 

gogues  hitherto  employed  have  become  found  allied.    Our  knowledge  of  the 

obsolete  in  the  practice  of  .medicine,  sjmptomsof  disease  has  been  advanced 

for  their  practice  was  too  mild  to  be  of  from  the  same  cause.    Aware  of  the 

much  service,  but  that  articles  of  simi-  existence  of  the  different  diseases,  we 

lar,  but  much  stronger  local  operation,  have  been  taught  to  examine  the  mor- 

should  not  have  been   used  as  their  bid  indications  more  closely  in  order  to 

substitutes.*  discriminate  their  characteristic  symp- 

—z :: ; ,.    ,  .    . ^ -.  toms.     It  was  probably  in  consequence 

*  In  questions  of  medical  junspnidence  the        «    ^  i      -.«♦! iJl^:— i    ;^..»«»:^. 

•ubject  of  the  certainty    of  mwlicine   comes  of    Laennec's    pathological    mvestiwi- 

prominently  before  the  pnMic ;  and  it  has  ever  tions  into  diseases  of  the  chest  that  tie 

X.o'ISil^^'llf  S'^^i!''e?S'er;^^^  «?«  l<^d  to  invent  the  admirable  mode 

him,  by  exposing  the  difference  of  medical  of  detecting  them  by  auscultation*. 

opinion  upon  the  points  at  issue.    For  the  sake     ■ ■  : — 7-- 

of  the  character  of  therapeutics,  therefore,  it  was  *  Auscultation,  thonjfh  seldom  fallacious  in  its 

fortunate  that  in  the  late   remarkable  trial  of  intimations,  may,  if  too  much  relied  upon  and 

Belaney  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  there  chanced  other  symptoms  be  iie(t;Iected,  lead  into  error  by 

to  be  so  much  unanimity  displayed  respecting  its  silence— it  may  deceive,  not  by  misstatement, 

the  remedies  which  ought  to  have  been  adopted  but  by  concealing  the  trutii.    I  was  lately  called 

as  antidotes  to  the  poison  jwhich  she  had  taken ;  to  see  a  boy  in  an  advanced  stage  of  pneumonia, 

but  I  cannot  help  saying  that  it  was  strange,  in  whom,  during  the  last  four  days  of  his  life, 

considering  the  great  im|)ortance  of  the  opinions  no  sign  was  i)erceptible  on  the  most  careful  aas- 

on  this  point  in  the  particular  case  referred  to,  cultation  excepting  a  slight  dulness  on  percussion 

that  they  should  havebeenso  decidedly  expressed,  at  the  lower  part  of  the  right  lung.    Not  even  the 

It  is  doubtf\il,  in  the  first  place,  whether  the  natural  respiratory  murmur  was   heard.     On 

antidotes  which  have  been  found  effectual  in  examination,  post-mortem,  nearly  a  fourth  part 

the  case  of  the  poisoning  of  animals  would  be  of  the  right  lung  was  found  hepatized,  andthe 

equally  so  when  administered  to  the  human  sub-  various  other  preliminary  changes  were  neicep- 

ject ;  and  the  statement  made  by  one  of  the  medi-  tible  in  other  portions.    It  would  seem  that  the 

calwitneasesto  the  effect,  that  the  practice  which  uneasiness  caused  by  inspiration  prevented  the 

ought  to  be  pursued  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  patient  from  inhaling  a  sufficient  quantity  of  air 

prussic  acid  is  well  established  and  universally  to  elicit  the  ordinary  sounds.    But  even  here, 

taught,  1  do  not  think  quite  correct.     In  the  the  very  absence  of  the  usual  respiratory  mur- 

popular   French  class-book,   for  example,   the  mur  was  a  negative  sign  of  some  importance : 

'*  El^mens  de  Pathologie,'*  by  MM.  Roclie  and  and  had  the  child  been  compelled  to  make  a  full 

Sanson,  published  ten  years  ago,  no  allusion  is  inspiration  by  obstructing  his  breathing  for  a 

made  to  any  of  the  remwJes  (and  they  were  four  moment  or  two,  the  usual  declaration  of  disease 

in  number)  which  the  medical  witnesses  at  the  by  abnormal  sounds  would  probably  have  been 

trial  spoke  of  as  being  so  effectual  l—Nuuveamx  made.     In  this  case,  fbrtnnately,  the  general 

Ei^mtHs  de  Pathologte,  troisi^me  edition,  vol.  v.  sy  mptoms  were  too  well  marked  to  endanger  error 

p.  669.  in  the  diagnosis. 
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Yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  while,  opening  by  hinges,  by  which,  at  the 
on  the  one  hand,  many  zealous  patho*  same  time  that  the  joint  was  kept 
logists,  in  tracing;  witti  so  much  care  immoveable,  the  appropriate  dressings, 
the  marks  which  disease  has  left  on  &c.  could  be  easily  applied.  While 
the  animal  structure,  appear  almost  to  the  heat  of  the  part  was  above  the 
have  forgotten  that  their  labours  are  natural  standard,  indicating  the  ex- 
only  useful  as  subsidiary  to  therapeu-  istence  of  acute  or  subacute  inflam- 
tic8  ;  on  the  other  hand,  error  has  mation,  the  temperature  was  regulated 
been  committed  by  a  too  hasty  appli-  by  surrounding  tne  joint  with  a  bladder, 
cation  of  supposed  pathological  dis-  through  which  a  current  of  cold  water 
coveries  to  medical  practice.  Sir  was  allowed  to  pass ;  and  afterwards  a 
Benjamin  Brodie,  for  example,  observ-  moderate  support  was  given  by  equable 
ing  in  his  dissection  of  diseased  joints  presssure.  Tne  usual  measures  were 
that  the  synovial  membrane  presents,  adopted  to  improve  the  general  health 
in  many  instances,  an  appearance  dif-  as  ^'ell  as  to  remove  the  existing  stru- 
ferent  from  what  is  usual  after  chronic  mous  diathesis ;  and  in  little  more  than 
inflammation,  assumes  that  a  peculiar  twelve  months  the  perfect  use  of  the 
disease  has  existed  in  such  cases ;  and  joint  was  restored, 
concludes,  because  this  disease  has  not  It  was,  I  conceive,  to  his  having 
been  cured  in  the  individuals  whose  made  no  vain  attempts  to  discriminate 
limbs  he  had  examined  after  ampu-  between  the  chronic  deep  seated  affec- 
tation, that  it  is  incurable.  On  this  tions  of  the  joints,  that  Mr.  Scott,  of 
supposition  that  the  disease  is  in-  Bromley,  principally  owed  his  remark- 
curable,  he  advises  that  attempts  should  able  success  in  their  cure.  He  treated 
not  be  persisted  in  to  save  the  limb  at  them  all  as  chronic  inflammations,  and  ' 
the  risk  of  the  patient's  general  health ;  secured  the  great  requisite  in  the  treat- 
notwithstanding  his  admission  of  the  ment,  namely,  perfect  quietude,  by 
diflSculty  of  distinguishing  this  peculiar  covering  the  joints  with  a  mass  of 
aflfection  from  cases  of  chronic  inflamma-  plasters  and  bandages.  The  great 
tion  accompanied  with  thickening  of  the  improvement  that  has  taken  place  in 
parts,  and  effusion.  The  supposed  accu-  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  within 
racyofdiagnosis  which,  it  is  boasted,  has  the  last  thirty  years  is  mainly  to  be 
been  lately  attained  in  diseases  of  the  ascribed  to  the  full  and  universal  adop- 
joints,  hns,  I  conceive,  led  to  many  tion  of  this  principle ;  and  in  criticising 
errors  in  their  treatment.  An  example  the  composition  of  Mr.  Scott's  plasters 
may  illustrate  this  more  briefly  and  and  various  medicaments,  it  must  not 
satisfactorily  than  any  argument,  be  forgotten  that  whatever  evil  may  at 
About  three  years  ago,  several  eminent  times  nave  proceeded  from  this,  and 
surgeons  were  consulted  on  the  case  of  a  from  the  retention  by  the  dressings  of 
little  boy  ,in  whom  I  was  much  interested,  the  morbid  heat,  it  was  much  over- 
suffering  from  a  chronic  and  deep-seated  balanced  by  their  keeping  the  joints 
disease  of  the  ankle  and  heel.  As  perfectly  motionless, 
might  have  been  expected,  from  the  With  morbid  anatomy,  animal  che- 
present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  these  mistry  and  physiology  have  made  rapid 
affections,  there  was  considerable  diver-  advances  ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
sity  of  treatment  recommended;  though  a  certain  degree  of  beneflt  has  accrued 
there  was  little  hope,  from  the  sup-  therefrom  to  the  practice  of  medicine : 
posed  nature  of  tne  case,  held  out  but,  considering  the  low  state  of  thera- 
of  recovery.  It  was  determined,  how-  peutics,  would  it  not  be  well,  for  those 
ever,  to  adopt  the  measures  that  ex-  at  least  who,  from  their  connexion 
perience  has  proved  to  be  useful  in  with  public  institutions,  have  the  re- 
mflammation,  whether  acute  or  chronic,  quisite  opportunity,  to  lay  aside  for  a 
in  parts  of  analogous  structure,  and  an  while  their  magnifying  and  precipi- 
apparatus  was  contrived  by  which  tating  glasses,  and  to  stop  the  experi- 
these  measures  might  be  applied  to  the  mental  torture  of  animals,  for  the 
joint.  By  means  of  a  plaster  cast  of  purpose  of  dedicating  their  leisure  to 
the  limb,  a  light  and  open  metallic  the  investigation  of  the  effect  of  reme- 
cage  was  constructed,  accurately  fitted  dies  upon  disease?  It  is  true  that  by 
to  the  leg  and  foot,  but  considerably  the  cultivation  ofthe  auxiliary  sciences, 
wider   than   the   diseased    part,  and  therapeutics    will    be   eventually  ad- 


412  MR.  T.  W.  KING  ON  THE  SEAT  OF  HEADACHE, 

vanced,  and   probably  to  a  material  learns  to  locate  a  pain  in  the  side,  and 

degree ;   but  in  the  meantime  the  pre-  this  is  done  but  indefinitply. 

sent  generation  suffers :   and  consider-  Running  after  a  meal  causes  pain  in 

ing  how  little  has  hitherto  been  ef-  the  right  or  in  the  left  side,  but  its 

fected  by  the  theories  built  on  these  actual  seat  would  seem  always  to  be 

sciences,  we   cannot  indulge   a  very  near   to  the  cava  or  the  porta,  since 

sanguine  hope  of  any  great  advantage  pressure  on  either  side,  or  a  firm  belt, 

from  them  being  speedily  attained.  are   equally  calculated    to  relieve  it. 

It  has  indeed  been  but  in  a  very  The  pain  of  peritonitis,  of  pleuritis,  of 

slight   degree    to    any    such    theory  pericarditis,  or  even  of  arachnitis,  is 

that  the  practice  of  medicine  is  in-  an  accidental  attendant,  often  absent, 

debted  for  whatever  progress  it  has  and  bearing  no  proportion  to  the  state 

made.    A  statement  of  the  real  sources  of  the  serous  membranes.     It  seems  to 

of  what  is  useful  in  therapeutics,  and  depend  on  the  inflammation  of  the 

an  inquiry  into  the  means  by  which  sensitive  tissues  situated  exteriorly, 

these  may  be  rendered  most  available  The  seat  of  pain  in  cases  of  plenritis 

for  its  progress,   will   constitute    the  may  have  very  peculiar  reference  to 

subject  of  the  remaining  part  of  this  the  part  inflamed.    An  abscess  in  the 

paper.  apex  of  the  lung  may  involve  the  first 

[To  be  continued.]  dorsal  nerve,  and  produce  great  uneasi- 

ness   towards    its    distribution.     The 

ON  THE  next  lower  intercostal  nerves,  if  invaded 

SEAT  OF  HEADACHE,  posteriorly,    would    affect    the    back 

of  the  axilla ;  and  nerves  which  come 

^^^  ""  out  between  the  cartilages  of  the  true 

IMPORT   IN   DIAGNOSIS.  ribs  may  seem  to  be  the  seat  of  disease 

Br  T.  Wilkinson  Kino,  F.R.C.S.E.  y^ich  is  really  in  the  larger  trunks 

^^     .    „  ,.    .  ^     ..  N  from  which  they  are  derived. 

CFor  the  Medical  Gazette.)  jj  jg  ^  curious  instance  of  false  per- 

r  ,        t  a     'L't'.-        n  '          *  •  I  ception  that  tickling  the  umbilical  pit 

Internal  Sensibihttes,     Paint  certainly  ^Jf^^  «    «a«ao*i^«   ♦^   *Vt«   .^^^^Ji,^ 

r     'LI    A    ^L     -L  11      J  •* T  reiers  a  sensation  to  tne  generative 

refernble  to  the  skull  and  itt  mem-  «-.„a«o  .  K.,f  «  \i*^^^  ^^^^^^^T^  «^»<.««. 
,•'            Ar^-^ri.'-        *  '  organs;  but  a  little  experience  corrects 
branes     Not  ,n  the  brain  except  m  ^y^^^  erroneous  impresSiom,  as  the  part 
especial   lesions  of  sensitive  nerve-  becomes  more  accustomed  by  repetition 
tracts.      Dutresses    referred  to  the  of  the  experiment.                      ^ 
periphery.    Conclusions.  ^  ladyVabout  fifty  years  of  age,  is 
The  pains  of  the  interior  of  the  body  subject  to  depression  and  to  flatulence, 
are  less  distinctly  located  than  those  of  and  to  distressing  pain  near  the  angle 
the  exterior,  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  the  left  scapula  |    the  pain  is  in- 
in  the  former  of  that  habitual  and  cor-  stantly  relievea  by  a  sufllciently  co- 
recting  experience  which  the  senses  in  pious  windy  eructation, 
general  supply  to  the  latter.    We  are  A  young  man  suffered  for  months 
easily  deceived  in  feeling  with  parts  of  from    occasional    anxious    attacks   of 
the  hand  in  an  unusual  posture ;  prac-  sharp  pain  within  the  lower  ribs  on 
tice,  on  the  contrary,  makes  even  the  the  right  side.    He  was  accustomed  to 
footof  an  armless  child  almost  as  ready  sit  in  his  chair,  changing  his  posture 
with  mobility  and  with  tact  as  the  with  the  expectation  of  rather  sudden 
hands  should'  have  been.  relief.    He  died  of  a  different  affection. 
A  boy  who  died  in  Guy's  Hospital  In  the  pelvis  of  the  right  kidney  was 
described  a  pain  in  the  left  loin  ;  the  found  an  oval  stone,  the  partial  rough- 
disease  was  found  to  be  inflammation  nesses   and    polish  of  which  seemed 
of  the  right  kidney.    There  was  no  plainly  to  indicate  that  it  had  been 
left  kidney,  nor  other  disease  near  the  liable  to  pass  into  the  orifice  of  the 
seat  of  pain,  to  substantiate  the  de-  ureter  and  back  again,  thus  explaining 
scription.  the  nature  of  the  suffering.    Tne  renal 
Irie  viscera  of  the  trunk  being  only  pelvis  was  dilated,  but  the  kidney  was 
attached  behind  may  afford  some  rea-  as  yet  scarcely  unhealthy.    How  many 
son  why  so  many  pains  are,  too  hastily,  sudden  nephralgiee  may  thCs  assist  to 
referred  to  the  back.     It  is  only  by  explain ! 
trying  with  the  hand  that  the  mind  That  many  organs  arc  hardly  bus- 
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ceptible  of  sensation  or  of  pain  as  re-  with  either  head-ache,  or  mental  dis- 

gards  their  proper  structure,  seems  a  turbance. 

very  important  fact  to  be  remarked.  The  study  of  the  affections  of  distinct 
The  heart,  lungs,  liver,  spleen,  kidney,  parts  of  brain  substance  requires  but 
andbrain,arecontinually  found  to  have  little  argument  to  recommend  it;  the 
been  the  seat  of  almost  any  kind  of  advantages  must  follow  too  plainly  to 
disorder  without  evident  suffering,  need  il  Inst  ration :  my  method,  how- 
There  is  no  pain  when  a  small  intestine  ever,  of  pursuing  the  inquiry,  may  yet 
is  first  strangulated,  nor  when  the  demand  some  apology, 
bowel  is  handled  in  operations.  A  If  head-ache  be  confined  to  parts 
dog  is  quite  insensible  of  pain  when  without  the  arachnoid  mambrane— if 
the  ileum  is  pinched  and  lacerated.  mental  disorders  depend  on   no  other 

The  sensations  of  the  stomach  are  parts  than  the  convolutions  of  the  cere- 
numerous  )  those  of  the  caecum,  or  at  brum — if  lesions  of  motion  are  to  be 
least  of  the  parts  on  which  it  lies,  are  referred  only  to  particular  cords,  tracts, 
also  not  doubtful :  and  a  considerable  or  radiations  in  cerebrum  and  cerebel- 
part  of  the  end  of  the  large  intestine  lum^if  the  like  apply  to  lesions  of 
has  its  own  needful  sensations,  and  sense,  then  doubtless  the  learner  will 
which  are  often  even  distressing.  Mr.  be  ^lad  to  find  first  of  all  simple  and 
Hunter  thought  that  by  sensation  he  distinct  illustrations  of  these  facts,  and 
could  trace  the  progress  of  an  active  to  meet  with  some  explanation  of  the 
putative  through  the  intestinal  canal,  confusion,   and  of  the  doubt,   which 

Headache  is  too  common  and  too  more  complicated  cases  throw  over  the 

variable  in  many  disorders  to  be  very  whole  inquiry. 

available  as  a  specific  sign.    Its  value  The  history  of  strumous  tubercles  in 

of  course  depends  on  a  right  estimation  the   cerebrum  serves  to  illustrate  the 

of  it,  and  the  indications  to  be  drawn  course  of  signs  depending  on  sensitive, 

from  its  absence  depend  greatly  for  mental,    and    motor  parts.     Yarding 

their  utility  on  a  just  knowledge  of  the  and  severe  head-ache  at  intervals  indi- 

diseases  which  may  nve  rise  to  pain  cates  vascular  disorder,  involving  the 

in  the  head,  and  on  the  discrimination  entire  head,  or  greater  part  of  it,  much 

of  the  parts  which,  when  affected,  do  as  signs  as  the  eye  and  face,  and  other 

not  give  rise  to  pain*.  general   or  distinct   symptoms,  do ; — 

Lesions  of  the  dorsal  medulla,  or  of  the  solid  slough  of  repeated  capillary 

its  nerves,  induce  a  considerable  va-  relapses  c^rowing  by  concentric  layers 

riety  of  deranged  feelings,  as   of  mo-  all  tne  while. 

tions,  numbness,  tightness,  burning,  If  severe   disorder  spread  over  the 

sense  of  coldness  of  common  sensibility  convolution,  the  mind  errs,  or  manda- 

declining,  or  morbidly  acute  injury,  be-  tory  ends   of  motor  tracts   being  in- 

numbs  the   lower   half  of  the  body,  vaded,  we   have   corresponding  palsy 

and  the  upper  boundary  of  the  skin  or  convulsions,   or  botn,   alternating 

so  affected  aches,  or  with  a  little  vio-  more  or  less  partially,  or  all  points  may 

lence  seems  to  born.     Certain  tense  be  suddenly  oppressed, 

cords  are  here  oppressed,  others  are  Tubercle  in  the  brain  being  attended 

perhaps  in  a  manner  inflamed.     All  by  the  like  elsewhere,  almost  invaria- 

this  applies   with  something  more  of  bly,  and  also  by  atrophy  in  general, 

intricacy  to   the  brain  itself,  and  it  seems  to  be  the  reason  why  the  brain 

would  be  no  little  service  if  the  various  symptoms  are  kept  back,  and  perhaps 

distinct  examples  that  pathology  may  even  not  developed  in  the  final  fatal 

afford  were  to  be  collected.    The  func-  inflammatory  seizure, 

tion  of  parts,  and  the  uses  of  symptoms,  Br.  Hennis  Green,  in  a  valuable  di- 

would  admit   of  fair  explanation  by  gest   (Med.  Ch.  Tr.  vol.  25,  p.  204,) 

such   means.      It  is  a  striking   fact,  makes  one-third  of  the  cases  of  cere- 

bowever,  that  pains,  auras,  convulsions,  bral  tubercle  to  commence  with  signs 

or  palsies,  in  one  arm,  occur  very  va-  of  disturbance  in  the  centre  of  the 

riously   from    circumsciibed    diseases  brain  only,  t.  e.  with  convulsions,  &c.; 

within  the  opposite  side  of  the  brain,  but  scarcely  ever  with  head-ache,  and 

in  sucli  cases,  the  mental  disturbance 

«  IJ^^'f^^J^.c^^r^.^^nntlundBotheBA-  is  only,  or  chiefly,  a  final  symptom, 

ache.    Thht  which  is  indicative  of  the  deeper  "n«fi,rKo«o.»o    ir  ^^*n.^  *L.r>*c  .ffi^flf 

diiordeni  may  yet  remain  for  future  demon-  I'lSturbances    Of  motor  tracte  aflect 

■tratioD.  motion,  and  those  of  sensitive  tracts 
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affect  the  parts   devoted  to  sensation,  local  disorganizations  the  pain  may  be 

increasing  or  diminishing  sensibility,  referred  to  the  point  affected,  to  any 

or  causing  disordered  sensations  which  other  point,  or  to  most  parts  of  the 

are    erroneously    referred    to    distant  skull  variously,  irregularly,  and  indiffer- 

parts.     These  pains   are  not  usually  entiy.     It  is,  however,  necessary  stea- 

like  head-ache,  although  affections  of  dily    to    remember    that    head-ache, 

cords   ultimately  directed   to  the  sur-  whether  in  brain  or  bone,  leaves  no 

^ices,  of  the  skull,  &c.  for  sensation,  of  proper  trace. 

course  resemble  disorders  of  these  sur-        Half  the  cases  of  brain  softening  are 

faces.     No  question  exists  as  to  the  unattended   with  mental  disturbance, 

facts  that  aficctions  of  pericranium  of  and  as  to  headache  the  patient  freely 

the'skull,  and  of  dura  mater,  do  cause  declares  himself  to  be  at  ease.    The 

true  head-ache.    The   main  question,  most  constant  sign  is  some  lesion  of 

perhaps,  is  what  else  may  cause  head-  motion,  or  feeling  in  the  extremities, 

aches,  as  to  brain  disorders.  so  much  so,  that  we  might  draw  a  line 

It  does  not  appear  determined  that  from  pons  to  paries ;  set  headache  at 

any  affections  within    the   arachnoid,  one  end,  and  next  to  this  mental  dis- 

and  still  less  that  any  affection  of  the  turbance,  and  leave  the  remainder  for 

central  parts  of  a  hemisphere,  produce  the  lesions  of  motion,  and  for  those  dis- 

headache.  ordered  functions  of  the  limbs,  which 

If  disease  in  the  cerebellum  at  dif-  arise  from  affections  of  specific  brain 

ferent  times,  or  in  different  cases,  be  tracts. 

attended  with  pain  in  the  occipnt,  pain  Andral  refers,  with  just  satisfaction, 
in  the  frons,  or  no  pain  at  all,  we  ne*  diagnostically,  to  a  remark  of  Rostan's, 
cessarily  come  to  doubt  all  connexion  concerning  the  cases  of  hemiplegia, 
between  the  existing  disease  and  the  where  the  only  free  hand  indicates  pain 
pain.  Countless  capillary  processes  in  in  the  side  of  the  head  opposite  to  that 
sensitive  and  in  other  tissues  have  no  of  the  palsy,  and  we  shall  find  corn- 
proper  trace.  mensurate  advantage  whenever  we  can 

For  years  I  have  expressed  distrust  connect  defined  and  partial  pain  in  the 
of  all  the  supposed  seats  of  head-ache  head  with  any  other  distinct  sign  of 
within  the  dura  mater  ;  I  now  propose  local  brain  lesion  ;  but  such  pain  may 
an  inquiry  somewhat  formally  into  the  yet  be  only  disordered  dura  mater, 
degree  of  probability  attaching  to  this  Andral  seems  to  acknowledge — but 
opinion.  Perhaps  in  the  main  it  may  with  a  little  reluctance—*  that  the  whole 
be  made  to  appear  that  confined  dis-  course  of  common  apoplexy  may  be  un- 
cases in  the  brain  are  without  pain ;  attended  with  pain.  Abundant  corro- 
that  pain  supervenes  much  in  propor-  borative  cases,  however,  are  to  be  found 
tion  as  these  diseases  extend  to  or  ap-  in  all  writers  on  this  point, 
proach  the  surface,  and  that  circum-  It  is  sufficiently  apparent,  in  most 
stances  of  diffused  capillary  disorder  diseases  of  the  brain,  that  the  attendant 
which  most  certainly  involve  the  sensi-  headache  does  not  follow  a  similar 
tive  membrane  are  most  connected  with  course  to  the  disease.  The  pain  either 
pain.  precedes  by  weeks,  or  it  supervenes  or 

As  we  have  seen  that  experiment  and  declines  at  any  period  of  the  course, 

disease  afford  very  little  evidence  of  and  I  cannot  explain  my  view  better, 

sensibility  in  many  of  the  viscera  of  than  by  describing  in  the  head  what  we 

the  trunk  until  the  external  or  reflected  daily  see  in  progress  under  the  skin  — 

serous  layer,  or  rather,  until  the  sensi-  diffused  disorder,  including  dura  mater, 

tive  tissues  upon  it,  become  acted  on ;  leads  to  a  central  suppuration,  and  the 

so    the   same   may    apply   yet   more  surrounding  action,  together  with  the 

strictly  with  regard  to  brain  substatice  parietal  pain,  may  sulfide  or  fluctuate 

as  connected  with  head-ache.  until   increasing   deposition    of    pus, 

Andral  inquires  (Spillan,  171)  why  pressing  in  the  most  yielding  direction, 

are  the  cases  of  brain  softening  with  or  extending  on  all  sides,  arain  invades 

head-ache  completely  identical    with  sensitive  tissues.    We  need  not  wonder 

others  in  which  no  head-ache  is  pre-  that  brain  should  suppurate  before  the 

sent  ?    This  is  at  once  the  expos6  of  meninges  even  cohere,  or  before  they 

the  error,  and  of  the  difiiculty,  and  the  have  permanently  distended  capillaries, 
eround  for  the  true   reply.     Andral        There  is  a  common  case  whicli  serves 

freely  admits  that  with  very  similar  well  to  explain  many  particulars  of  the 
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cases  in  question.    Disease  of  the  in-  observe  the  pain  to  be  devoid  of  all 

ternal  ear,  and  headache,  vary  inde-  correspondence,  as  to  site,  de^jree,  and 

finitely.    With  increased  cachexy  the  extent,  except,  perhaps,  when  a  surface 

aggravations  proceed,  and  death  dis-  of  the  brain,  or  of  the  cerebellum,  is 

covers  an  abscess  an  inch  deep  in  the  greatly  affected.    * 
adjacent  cerebrum  or  cerebellum.    The        I  cannot  but  conclude,  that  tho  more 

dura  mater  seems  nearly  sound,  the  the  observer  is  guidedby  these  views,  the 

serous    membrane    may     appear    un-  more  he  will  see  cause  to  locate  common 

affected,  and  the  surface  of  the  brain  headache  superficially,  and  that  even 

healthy,  or  nearly  so.    Perhaps  it  is  when  pain  chances  to  Itttend  the  most 

more  forward  to  decompose.     I  do  not  limited  derangement  at  the  centre  of 

hesitate,    however,  to   conclude,  that  the  brain, 
contiguous  sympathy  of  capillaries  ex-       35^  Bedford  Square. 

plains  the  origin  of  the  abscess.    The — 

peculiarities  of  the  vessels  of  the  head  AN  ACXOUNT 

— of  the  diathesis  determining  first  the  ow 

painful  state  of  vessels,  and  then  the  PROFESSOR   MULDER'S 

suppuration  in  one   part  rather  than  RESEARCHES  ON  THE  CHEMICAL 

other  affections  in  parts  adjacent,  are  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  RED  COLOURING 

still  to  be  borne  in  mind  here.  MATTER  OF  BLOOD. 

A  man,  set.  66,  was  three  years  losing 
his  sight :  he  had  occipital  pain  two  By  Da.  Goldino  Bird, 

months  ;  only  slight  vision  of  one  eye ;  Assisttuit-Physician  to  Guy's  Hospital, 

dull  anxious  wandering  ;  speech  slow ;  (For  the  Medical  Gazette,) 

three  fits ;  coma.  ■ 

A  cartilaginous  tumor    was    found  The  appearance  of  Professor  Mulder's 
against  the  corpora  quadrigemina,  cere-  "  Versuch  einer  allgemeinen  physiolo- 
bellum,  and  left  hemisphere,with  soften-  gischeti  Chemie^"  now  in  the  course  of 
ing  around;  over  the  left  choroid  plexus  publication,  constitutes  an  important 
there  was  5186.  of  amber-coloured  gda-  cera  in  the  history  of  chemical  physio- 
tinous  effusion.      (Lond.   Med.   6az.  logy;     the    elaborate  and    successful 
Sept.  1838;  Haye's  Jour.  Feb.  1839.)  researches  of  one  of  the  most  laborious 
I  would  offer  this  case  as  an  example  and  accurate  physiological  chemists  of 
of  the  kind  of  proof  that  is  to  be  con-  the  age,  being  for  the  first  time  placed 
sidered.    Setting  out  with  the  physio-  before  the  scientific  world  in  an  avail- 
logical  views  of  the  several  parts  of  the  able  form.    Mulder  having  previously 
head,  the  reader  will  hardly  examine  a  published   his   researches    piecemeal, 
single  case  of  head  affection,  without  and  generally  in  his  native  language 
remarking  some  forcible  illustration  of  (Dutch),  which  is  scarcely  understood 
the  positions  I  have  laid  down.  by  men  of  science  out  of  Holland.    It 
We  may  continually  see  the  worst  is  to  be  hoped,  that  a  translation  by 
forms  of  headache  without  affections  of  some    one,  both  from    chemical  and 
mind,  of  sense,  or  of  motion,  and  with-  medical  attainment  competent  to  the 
out  any  trace  of  brain  disorganization,  task,  will  before  long  appear,  for  the 
This  last  occurs  in  every  variety  with-  benefit  of  the  English  physiologist, 
out  headache.  There  is  this  very  remarkable  con- 
Mental  disturbances  are  attended  with  trast  between  the  works  of  Professor 
headache  very  much  in  proportion  as  Liebig  and  Mulder ;   that  whilst  the 
the  vascular  disturbance  is  great  in  the  former  writer  is  characterised  by  the 
meninges.  ingenuity  and  abundance  of  his  nypo- 
No  other  organic  diseases  in  the  head  theses,  the  latter  is  content   with  a 
are  so  constantly  accompanied  by  pain  patient  enumeration  of  facts,  and  so  far 
as  those  of  the  dura  mater.    None  are  as  I  have  studied  his  work,  scarcely  ad- 
so  rarely  painful  as  those  of  the  central  vances  a  theory  without  fortifying  him- 
parts  of  the  brain.    The  wider  the  dis-  self  with  an  accumulation  of  experi- 
order  of  the  brain,  the  more  varied  are  mental  data,  for  which  he  is  chiefly  in- 
the  signs,  and  the  more  frequently  is  debted    to   his  own    labours    in    the 
there  headache,  and  vice  versA.    With  Utrecht  laboratory.     It  is  this  circum- 
limited  brain  disor^nizations  we  may  stance,  indeed,  which  renders  his  work 
find  the  corresponding  sensitive  pairs  of  such  peculiar  value  to  the  physio- 
affected  ;  but  it  is  much  more  usual  to  logist. 
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In  a  former  communication,  I  gave  venous  blood  exhaled  carbonic  acid,  and 

an   account  of  Professor  Mulder's  re-  absorbed  oxygen  in  altering  their  tint 

searches  on  the  chemistry  of  protein,*  to  that  of  arterial  blood.    It  is  now  well 

the  physiological  relations  of  that  sub-  known    that    analogous    changes    of 

stance  having  been  since  detailed  by  colour  are  produced  by  merely  immers- 

my  friend  Mr.  Paget.     I  now  purpose  ing  a  piece  of  black  venous  clot  in  a 

to  give  an  account  of  the  Professor's  sahne  solution,    the    vivid  vermilion 

views  regarding  the  nature  of  the  red  tint  being  assumed  without  any  change 

colouring  matter  of  blood,  a  subject  in  the  pronortion  of  oxygen, 

which  has  adiflitted  of  more  discussion  A  considerable  proportion  of  colour- 

than  perhaps  any  other  in  connection  ing  matter  may  be  removed  from  a  clot 

with  physiological  chemistry.    The  ex-  of  blood  bv  digestion  in  alcohol  con- 

perimental  researches  of  Mulder  lead  taining  eitner  sulphuric  acid  or  am- 

nim  to  results  differing  toto  calo  from  monia. 

the  hypothesis  of  Liebig  regarding  the  The  colouring  matter  of  blood  freed 

nature  and  functions  ofheematosine  or  from  other  matters  invariably  presents 

red  colouring  matter.  the  same  constitution,  viz. : — 

Mulder  sets  out  by  observing  that 
jthe  functions  of  the  red  colouring 
matter  must  undoubtedly  be  an  im- 
portant one,  inasmuch  as  it  exists  in 
such  a  large  number  of  animals  other- 
wise so  distinct  in  their  structure  and  

habits,  although  at  the  same  time  it  ^q^ 
must  be  admitted  that  this  substance  is 

not  absolutely  essential  to  animal  life.  If  a  current  of  chlorine  be  trans- 

as  it  is  wanting  altogether  in  some  micted  through  a  solution  of  colouring 

tribes  of  animals.    Regarding  its  origin,  matter  of  blood,  the  iron  leaves  the 

it  must  be  assumed  as  being  capable  of  other  elements,  forming  a  chloride  of 

being  actually  g:enerated,  de  novo,  in  iron,  and  the  atom  of  metal  thus  re- 

the  organism,  as  it  does  not  exist  in  the  moved  is  replaced  by  six  of  chlorous 

vegetable  kingdom ;    consequently   it  acid*,  and  the  following  compound  is 

cannot,  like  protein,  be  traced  to  the  formed 

-elements  of  food  in  the  case  of  the  her-  .p     „     tj    n  \  ^  r  rrn  \ 

bivora.     It  is  hence  fair  to  presume,  ^^^*  ""  ^»  "•^■**'*  ^^"•^• 

thatif generatcdby thevegetablefeeder,  ^^^      ^j^j^    ^^^     ^^^ ,^^  ^^,^„^ 

thecarnivora   most  possess  a  similar  of  the  himotosfne  is  dwtroyed,  and  the 

^m^"*'      1      •            **      •               n  new  compound  appears  as  a  white  floc- 

The  colouring  matter  is  normally  ^^^^^^  precipitate     It  must  not,  how- 

enclosed  in  a  sac  or  cell  composed  of  a  be  assumed  that  the  mere  removal 

thin  membrane,  consisting  chiefly  of  ^^^^^  j^„  ^    ^j^^  ^l^j^^ne  destroved 

protein,  and  capable  of  admitting  of  th^  colour,  tot  that  metal  may  be  "re- 

percolation  through   ite   walls  under  ^^^^  ^.^j^^^^  materially  affecting  the 

certain  circumstances,  although  It  g^^^^  red  hue  of  the  hamotosine.    For  this 

rally  retains  the  «)loured  fluid  it  en-  j^^  ^^^  ^^ed  coagulum  of 

closes  sufficient^v  firmly  to  prevent  its  ^^^  ('consisting  chiefly  of  fed  parti- 

admixture  with  the  serum.   Within  the  ^^      ]^^^  protein  compounds)  be  ma- 

sac  IS  a  nucleus  of  simdar  chemical  com-  ^^^^^  in  concentrated  sulphuric  acid ; 

position  to   the  membrane    and  the  ^^^^^  some  days,  water  may  be  added, 

whole  thus  organised  constitutes  the  ^^^  ^^^  remaining  excess  well  washed 

biood^di.k,fflc(nile,  or  red  paritcle  on  a  filter.    Dui5ng  the  action  of  the 

It  has  been  generally  assumed,  that  ^^          ^     cW  hydrogen    ga,  is 

h«matosme  exists  in  two  ^stinct  states  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^  .^j,  diLl^s,  foTrming 

mvenousandartenalblood;  the  former  ^  p^otoliulphate,  which  passes  througE 

containing,  according  to  the  received  ^hc  filler.  *The  colouredmatter  is  left 

hypotheses,  most  carbon  or  carbonic  ^y^.^^  preserving  ite  original  red  hue, 

acid,  and  the  latter  most  oxygen.  These  '  *^             b           s                    » 

distinctions  are  founded  solely  on  dif-  — 

ferences  in  colour,  and  are  unsupported  *  Mulder  renrdf  thi«  acid  (Chlorige-uore)  m 

by  a  single  analysi.     It  was  supDosed  ^^  •"i^'ftTer'r.'iU^jyiSJS^Ii^ 

that  in  the  lungs  the  red  particles  of  tigned  to  it  by  Couit  Studion. 
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notwithstandinff  the  removal  of  the    tein,  with  Ralphuric  arid,  in  the  fol- 
iron,  mixed  witn  a  combination  of  pro-    lowing  proportions : — 

C  H  N  O 
1  atom  of  iron-free  hKmatoan»44'l- 22 +  3+  6 
1  atom  of  protein  "-40  ^f  31  -I-  5  + 12  + 1  atom  Snlphnrie  acid« 

4  atoma  of  water  4  4 


84'i-57  +  8  +  22  +  l  atom  SO. 

If,  instead  of  digesting  mere  coagu-  hamotosine,  that  it  cannot  be  removed 

lum  in  the  acid,  pure  red  particles  be  even  by  long  digestion  of  red  particles 

substituted,   the  experiment  is    more  of  blood   in    hydrochloric    or  dilute 

satiafactory.     For  this  purpose,  allow  sulphuric  acid.    Consequentlv,  even  if 

blood  as  it  escapes  from  a  vein  to  fail  no  other  exolanation  of  the  absorption 

into  a    solution  of  nitrate  of  potass,  of  oxygen  during  respiration  existed, 

The  coagulation  of  the  fibrin  is  thus  these  facts  are  sufficient  to  show  the 

prevented,  and  a  dense  deposit  of  red  hi^h  impossibility  of  the   iron  being 

particles  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the  ves-  oxidised  in  the  lungs,  since  it  will  not 

sel  5  these,  when  well  drained  from  ad-  yield  to  hydrochloric  acid.    The  con- 

hering  serum,  and  dried,  may  be  mixed  verse  has  indeed  been  stated  by  Lie- 

with  strong  sulphuric  acid;  hydrogen  big.  but  his  statement  that  weak  acids 

gm$  it  evolved  JMtt  at  whem  metallic  iron  remove  iron  from  cloto  of  blood,  is  ex- 

t«  digetted  in  the  acid,  and  after  some  plained  by  the  fact  that  all  the  albu- 

days  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron  is  minous  elements  of   blood  contain  a 

obtained,  and  the  insoluble  red  colour-  portion  of  this  metal  in  a  state  which 

ing  matter  is  thus  left  free  from  iron,  admits  of  ready  solubili^  in  acids, 

but  retaining  its  peculiar  tint.     The  If,  as  is  assumed  in  Liebij's  theory, 

non-ferruginous  hematosin  consists  of:  sesqui-oxide  of  iron  existed  in  arterial, 

and  nroto-carbonate  of  iron  in  venous 

C44  Has  Ng  Og.  blood,  almost  any  dilute  acid  would  be 

capable   of  dissolving  out  the   oxide. 

Having  thus  proved  that  the  colour  wnich,  as  we  have  seen,  is  not  the  case. 

of  red  particles  does  not  depend  upon  The  fact  of  the  iron  Kally  existing  in 

iron,Muldernextproceedsto  combat  the  the  metallic  state  is  moreover  strongly 

doctrine  that  these  bodies  are  "  carriers  supported  by  the  evolution  of  hydrogen 

of  oxygen,"  and  that  iron  is  oxidised  fta  which  occurs  when  sulphuric  acid 

during    respiration,   as    assumed   by  is  digested  on  the  clot,  as  pure  red  par- 

Leibig!   an  assumption  which  forms  tides;   this  metal  probably  exists  as 

the  basis  of  that  pnilosopher's  theory  an  integrant  component  of  hismotosine, 

of  respiration.  just  as  iodine  does  in  sponfi«,  sulphur 

It  appears  that  iron  is  so  intimately  in  cystine,  and  arsenic  in  the  curious 

connected  with  the  other  elements  of  kacodyl  series  of  compounds ;  thus  :— 

C4,  Hg,  As, -Kacodyl. 

C^,  Hg,  Ai,  +  OaAlkarrin,  or  Oxide  of  Kacodyl. 

C4,  Hg,  As  +  30  -I-  3  aq. «- Alkargin,  or  Kacodylic  add. 

Further,  if  icon  existed  as  sesqui-oxide    strong  sulphuric  acid,  the  residual  iron- 
of  hsematosine,  and   is  removed  by    free  matter  ought  to  consist  of — 

C44,  H^i,  N„  04^,  instead  of  C44,  H,g,  N.,  O,.  which  is  really  left, 
fMrb«motosine,-C44,  H„,  N„  0.,Pe-PeO»i-C44,  H„,N„04i 

^-consequently  the  actual  results  of  florid  hue,  so  that  the  red  colour  ii 
analysis  are  opposed  toLiebig's  theory,  owing  to  other  circumstances  than  the 
i^m  experiment!  of  Scherer,  it  ap-  absorption  of  oxygen.  Scherer  indeed 
pears  that  when  scarlet  arterial  ox-  concluded  that  the  arterial  colour  de- 
Dlood  is  beaten  to  separate  fibrin,  and  pended  on  white  opaque  particles  dif« 
diluted  with  thrice  iu  volume  of  water,  fused  through  the  fluid, 
it  assumes  a  venous  hue,  and  a  current  It  appears  to  have  been  observed  by 
of  oxygen  gas  transmitted  through  it  Hewson,  that  bright  red  blood-corpus- 
does  not  redden  it.  The  mixture  of  a  cules  are  always  bi-concave ;  these  may 
little  oil,  milk,  chalk,  or  ^psum,  with  therefore  be  supposed  to  reflect  a  great 
the  black  blood,  instantly  restored  its  amount  of  light,  and  thus  act  like  the 

-^1.— XXXV.  2  D 
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whitereflectingparticles  of  chalk,  milk,  is  exposed  to  the  air,  it  becomes  red, 

&c.,  in    Scherei's  experiments.      In  in  consequence  of  absorption  of  oxygen, 

dark*Ted  blood,   the    corpuscuies   are  not  b^  the  colouring  matter,  but  by  the 

convex,  and  the  envelofiing  membrane  protein ;  and  the  opaque  oxy-protein 

much  thinner  than  in  bright-red  blood,  causes  the  mass  to  reflect  a  tea  lisht, 

so   that   light  passes  easier   through  just  in  the  same  manner  thai  £irtL 

them,  and  they  readily  burst,  allowing  venous  blood  does  when  in  a  vessel  of 

their  contents  to  mix  with  serum  when  "milk-glass."    A  drop  of  an  alkaline 

blood  is  lai^ly  diluted  with  water :  the  fluid  destroys  the  red  colour  of  the  clot 

well-known  effects  of  saline  solutions  by  divsolvin^  the  oxy-nrotein. 

in  reddening  blood  is  readily  explained  Digested  in  salt  ana  water,  a  black 

by   their    producing   exosmoeis,  and  clot  becomes  red  by  partly  emptying 

consequently,  a  partial  emptying  of  the  the  corpuscuies  by  exosmosis,  and  by 

sac  of   the  blood-corpuscules,  which  thickening  their  investing  membrane, 

then  becoming  doubly  concave  mir-  The  subwquent  washing  with  water 

rors,  reflect  much  light,  and  cause  the  removes  the  salt,  Alls  toe  corpuscles 

fluid  containing  them   to  present  an  by   endosmosis,   thus    altering    their 

arterial  tint.     A  current  of  carbonic  figure,  and  diminishinff  their  reflecting 

acid  gas  will  cause  such  blood  to  be-  power,  and  causing  the  clot  to  looE 

come  again  black,  by  altering  the  form  nearly  black. 

of  the   reflecting  corpuscles,  causing  All  dilute  acids,  even  the  carbonic, 

them  to  become  bi-convex.  blacken  blood  by  altering  the'fig^re  of 

Protein  readUy  combines,  as  we  have  the  corpuscles,  and  dissolving  the  re- 

seen,  with  oxygen,  and  forms  a  soluble  fleeting   layer  of  oxy-protein   round 

tritoxide  and  insoluble  binoxide,  both  them. 

frequently  being  formed  simultaneously  Scherer  regards  the  conversion  of 

in  health,  and  abuncUmtly  so  in  inflam-  black  venous  into  red  arterial  blood  to 

mation,  constituting  the  buffy  coat  of  depend  upon  the  loss  of  carbonic  acid, 

inflamed  blood.     In   the   process  of  the  absorption  of  oxygen,  and  the  pre- 

healthy  respiration  these  oxides  are  sence  of  reflecting   particles   of   the 

formed,  and  unmcdiately  tend  to  so-  white  opaque  contents  of  the  thoracic 

lidify,  as  we  see  in '' bufly  coat ;"  they  duct.      Mulder    believes   the  simple 

fix  round  each  blood-corpuscle,  there-  formation  of  the  oxides  of  protein  to 

fore ;  virtuidly  making  their  investing  be  a  sufficient  explanation.    He  does 

membrane  thicker  and  more  opaque,  not  consider  that  when  carbonic  acid 

better  enabling  it  to  reflect  light,  and  blackens  blood  it  affects  the  red  parti- 

producinj^     the    bright     red     colour  cles  further  than  by  physically  altering 

of    artenal  blood.      If  we   conceive  their  investing  membrane  bv  diminish- 

such   a   layer  of  oxy-protein  (buffy  ing  its  reflecting  power.    Hie  refers  the 

coat)  to  form  round  each  blood-disc,  very  black  colour  of  portal  blood  to 

and  to  go  on  contracting,  it  would  such  a  state  of  the  corpuscuies,  either 

produce  a  "  cupped"  state  of  two  sur-  from  the  action  of  carbonic  acid,  or 

faces  of  the  corpuscle  (just  as  is  seen  more  probably  of  a  little  free  alkali 

on  the  upper  surface  of  inflamed  blood),  (soda). 

and  by  converting  them  thus  into  The  real  function  of  red  corpuscles 
double  concave  lenses,  produce  a  con-  remains  yet  to  be  discovered ;  all  evi* 
(lition  more  favourable  for  the  power-  dence  appears  opposed  to  their  playing 
ful  reflection  of  light,  and  necessarily  any  part  of  importance  in  the  process 
heighten  the  light  red  colour  of  arterial  of  respiration.  Mulder  believes  that 
blood.  On  reaching  the  capillaries,  they  are  generated  from  the  normal 
the  coating  of  oxyprotein  is  removed,  constituents  of  the  blood  in  the  general 
the  protein  being  employed  for  the  circulation.  Their  destination  is  ob- 
repair  of  tissue,  and  the  oxygen  used  scure :  if  they  undergo  a  metamorphic 
for  effecting  the  metamorphosis  of  effete  change  prior  to  their  development  into 
and  exhausted  structures.  The  cor-  living  tissue,  the  products  of  their  de- 
puscles  losing  their  opaooe  covering,  composition  may  oe  probably  traced  to 
have  their  power  of  reflecting  light  the  hittfulvin  of  the  bile.  (In  all  pro- 
diminished,  their  concave  surfaces  are  bability,  the  red  particles  act  physio- 
lost,  and  the  whole  assumes  a  venous  logically,  as  has  been  soggestea,  in 
tint.  constituting  the  elements  of  many 
When  a  piece  of  black  venous  clot  living   tissues,   playing   the   part   of 
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nucleated   cells,  as,   indeed,  is  now  made  within  the  last  few  yean  than  in 

pretty  generally  admitted^  our  knowledge  of  urinary  diseases,  and 

The  following  is  a  brief  aummary  of  of  the  connection  between  the  actions 

the  above  views  of  Mulder : —  of  the  kidneys  and  the  functions  of  the 

1.  The  red  particles  of  blood  contain  digestive  organs  and  skin  ;  and  the 
iron  as  a  simple  element,  combined  information  derivable  from  an  ezami- 
with  nitrogen,  carbon,  hydro^n,  and  nation  of  the  urine  under  different 
oxygen,  and  are  chemically  identical  states  of  disease  is  so  important  as  a 
in  venous  and  arterial  blood.  guide  to  therapeutic  treatment,  that  no 

2.  In  traversing  the  capillary  system  one  can  be  considered  competent  to 
of  the  lungs,  the  protein  of  the  blood  prsictise  his  profession  who  neglects  to 
combines  with  oxygen,  generating  a  avail  himself  of  the  indications  which 
compound  analogous  to  "  bufty  coat,"  this  excretion  aflfords.  It  is  impossible 
which  forms  a  contractile  covering  to  for  any  one  to  estimate  more  highly 
the  blood  corpuscules;  causing  them  than  ourselves  the  researches  of  our 
to  become  more  opaque,  and  giving  countryman,  Dr.  Prout,  in  this  depart* 
them  the  figure  of  doubly  concave  ment  of  medical  science  i  and  the  fact 
lenses.  that  his  work  on  Stomach  and  Urinary 

3.  In  the  general  capillary  circu-  Diseases  has  reached  a  fourth  edition 
lation,  the  oxy-protein  surrounding  the  is  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  value  and 
corpuscles  is  decomposed,  the  oxygen  utility  of  his  labours.  There  are, 
being  used  for  dissolving  old  tissue,  however,  few  medical  works  more 
and  the  protein  deposited  to  supply  its  difficult  of  **  digestion"  than  Dr.  Proofs 
place.  The  corpuscles  lose  tneir  re-  Treatise ;  and  we  believe  that  its  study 
fleeting  concave  figure,  and  become  will  be  greatiy  facilitated  by  the  ex- 
more  transparent  by  this  change.  cellent  shorter  and  more  ruaimentary 

4.  The  difference  of  colour  between  work  by  Dr.  Bird,  which  i^e  now  in- 
venous  and  arterial  blood  depends  traduce  to  our  readers.  We  can  fully 
solely  upon  a  physical  difference  m  the  bear  out  the  words  of  the  author  of  the 
surfaces  of  the  corpuscles ;  being  semi-  work  which  heads  this  notice,  when  he 
opaque  concave  mirrors  in  the  latter,  states  that  "  in  mixing  with  medical 
and  mere  transparent  convex  bodies  in  men  in  practice,  I  have  often  found 
the  former.  them  in  want  of  some  work  which 

5.  Whatever  alters  the  figure  of  the  would  enable  ihem  readily  to  discover 
corpu«cIes,  or  fives  blood  the  power  the  nature  of  a  deposit  in  the  urine,  and 
of  more  powermlly  reflecting  light,  at  suocinotiy  point  out  its  pathological 
once  alters  its  tint  and  therapeutical  indications.    To  be 

6.  During  respiration,  the  colouring  available,  it  was  necessary  that  such  a 
matter  of  the  blood  undergoes  no  work  should  not  exceed  the  size  of  a 
change,  and  indeed  plays  no  part,  small  manual,  and  its  contents  be 
cither  as  a  whole,  or  in  regard  to  the  8o  arranged  as  to  admit  of  ready  re- 
iron  which  exists  as  an  element  in  it.  ference,  and  thus  be  more  fitted  to  act 

7-  Iron  is  not  essential  to  the  red  in  the  humble  office  of  pioneer  to  more 

colour  of  blood  corpuscles,  although  elaborate,  and  more  diffused  sources  of 

its  j>resenee  is  probably  necesssry  for  information." 

their  formation  and  development.  Our  readers  will  recollect  that  in  the 

—  ■ — early  part  of  last  year  a  short  course 

AM4 V  ircve         xT#vfl«ir>»a      »^^<r«.  ®^  lectures  on  the  diagnosis  and  patho- 

ANALYSESakd  NOTICES  OF  BOOKS.  Jo^  of  urinary  sei^ents  by  fir.  G. 

**-*  Bira  was   reported   in   this  journal* 

"Unumrm  tueUilloiinr ce qne  le  toetewM  These  lectures  were  afterwards  trans- 

tue  k  >brtger.'>-D'ALiMiBmT.  i^ted  into  German,  and  collated  into  a 

/7W«-..«    n^^^'4,     *L  •      -n-  voluipe,which  WPS  publishedat  Vienna* 

^17 i       '^  J  W'*^""   j?»7r'J''  The  perusal  of  this  induced  the  author 

P^holotfj^^and  Tktrmpeuhtal  Indi.  much  to  estend,  indeed  nearly  to  le- 

cationM.    By  Goi^ino  Bian,  A.M.  write^  the  whole  subject,  and  he  has 

fL'Jf",^      iS^^.  ^^ff^i'*''  VV.^°/^  now  ventured  to  place  this  work  before 

LwtureronMatmaMedicaat  Guy's  his  professional  brethren  as  the  result 

Hospital,  &c.    Churchill :  1844.  of  many  years'  close  observation  in 

Thssb^  is  no  department  of  pathology  the  field  of  public  experience  which 

in  which  greater  progress  nas  been  hehasfortnnately  had  at  hia  command. 
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will  be  found  of  great  utility  to  stu-  Fridajf,  December  27, 1844. 

dentff,    and    to    medical   practitionen  

dewrous  of  becoming  practically  ac  ..^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^.^  A\gniiMUm 

quainted  with  iinnary  pathology  at  a  ^rtu  Mediea  tueri;  potestas  modo  veniendi  ia 

small  expense  of  time  and  study.     The  pobliaun  tit,  dicendi  pericnlum  non  recwo.*' 

directions  ^ven  for  the  detection  of  Ciobbo. 

urinary  sediments  are  clear  and  accu-  "^~ 

rate,  and  easily  followed  by  persons  THE    DUTIES   OP   THE   STATE  IN 

but  imperfectly  acquainted  with  che-  REFERENCE  TO  THE    PRAC- 

»;  faSVaffo^i"  ; the  S^  -^^^^  OF  MEDICINE, 
cope  in  the  examination  of  these  de-  The  more  we  think  on  the  plan  of  deal- 
posite,  and  has  given  some  accurate  jng  with  the  medical  profession  which 
representations  of  them,  by  the  aid  of  „„„  ♦!„««.«  ^.,4.  i^  i,,^«;i  ^nfi;*,^  {«« /*„• 
wfoch  the  observer  may  in  a  few  f"  ^^'^'^^  ^"*  ^"  ^™?^  ^'^^^'"^ '"  ^^' 
minutes  learn  the  natureof  any  variety  l^t  week's  number,  the  more  we  are 
of  sediment.  His  observations  on  the  disposed  to  regard  it  as  the  best  and 
pathology  of  urinaiy  deposits  evince  most  feasible  for  all  parties; -for  the 
much  talent  and  study  of  this  difficult  ^^^^^  g„^  ^^,  ^^e  medical  profession 
subject,  and  the  remarks  on  their  treat-  *^  ,  !.  i  i. 
ment,  though  brief,  are  judicious  and  -^e^^  ^^^  for  the  minister  who  pro- 
practical,  poses  to  legislate  for  that  profession  in 
Perhaps  the  most  interesting  chapter  fine.  Did  we  want  farther  confirmation 
in  this  volume,  because  containing  the  ^f  the  justice  of  this  conclusion,  we 
mo8tnovelty,is  the  one  on  the  chemical  .  ui-  j.^.  1  n  41  1* 
pathology  of  oxalate  of  lime  (oxaluria).  ^^^^^^  ^"^  '^ »"  ^^^^'"^^  excellent  letters 
Crystals  (octohedral)  of  this  deposit  that  have  been  addressed  to  us  on  the 
have,  until  recently,  been  remrded  as  subject,  and  from  the  remarks  which 
of  very  rare  occurrence,  and  we  are  ^e  have  heard  incidentally  made  upon 
chiefly  indebted  to  the  researches  of  .v^  „«„«^„i  e«u^,««  v„  ^^^^  ♦!,««  ««« 
Dr.  Bird  for  showing  the  error  of  this  the  general  scheme  by  more  than  one 
opinion,  and  that  this  salt,  when  pre-  of  the  best  heads  in  the  profession, 
sent,  is  easily  overlooked.  He  is  in-  The  progress  of  things  in  all  policied 
elined  to  believe  that  the  formation  of  countries  does  in  fact  appear  to  be 
oxalate  of  lime  is  connected  with  the  ^  .  ^  enterprise  or  speculation 
depressing  influences  always  more  or  *^  , ,.  *^  ^  ^  , 
less  active  in  large  and  densely  popu-  to  more  public  means  of  carrying  out 
lated  cities ;  and  he  declares,  as  the  specific  ends  :  An  individual  trader 
result  of  his  experienr  >  that  in  the  opens  up  some  vein  of  commerce ;  it  is 
cases  of  disease  occurring  in  this  me-  obviously  rich;  he  tries  it  for  a  time 
tropolis,  the  oxalate  t$  of  far  more  ,,.,-..  ,.  ..  , 
fre^ent  occurrence  in  urine  than  the  ^X  ^'^^elf,  but  soon  discovers  it  too 
deposits  of  earthy  phosphates.  "We  extensive  to  be  worked  to  the  best  ad- 
regret  that  we  have  not  space  for  the  vantage  by  the  limited  power  of  his 
directions  which  are  eiven  for  the  ^^  capital  and  resources ;  he  asso- 
detection  of  this  deposit,  but  must  refer  .  .  ..  '^u  !.•  j  ^  *i. 
our  readers  to  the  woik  itself.  Our  ^'^^^  ^^^'her  with  him,  and  to  the 
author  speaks  highly  of  the  influence  original  firm  is  added  an  "  and  Co. ;" 
of  colchicum  in  causing  the  disap-  the  matter  is  still  found  beyond  the 
pearance  of  this  salt;  and  it  nmy  be  strength  of  the  original  projector,  and 
interesting  to  state  that  Dr.  Bence  v  #  •  j  n  u-  u  1 
Jones*  hM  shown  that  it  is  frequently  1^«  /"c^d  Co.,  upon  which  a  larger 
present  in  cases  of  rheumatism ;  con-  trading  company  is  formed,  managed 
firming  the  fact  of  the  close  connection  by  a  Board,  and  having  numerous 
between  the  uric  acid  deposit  and  shareholders  among  the  capitalists  of 
octohedral  crystal^B^ .__  the  kingdom.  This  Company  prospers  j 

•  See  the  new  rolnme  of  the  Medico-Chinir-  ^  ^q^  Q^jy  carries  on  a  vast  and  lucra- 

fical  TranMCtions.  ^.                '            u  *.   'a.                       ^^1 

_  tive  commerce,  but  it  acquires  settle- 
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mento    in  the  countries  beyond  seas  The  wants  of  society,  for  instance , 

with  which  it  trafficks ;   these  settle-  lead  the  general  dealer,  the  grocer  of 

ments  extend ;     the    occupants  upon  the  country,  to  add  a  stock  of  drugs  or 

sufferance  at  first  of  a  few  square  feet  medicinal    substances    to    his    other 

of  ]and  for  the  purpose  of  storing  their  wares,  ^to  his  spices  and  liquors,  his 

merchandise,  find  themselves  in  the  end  oils  and  honeys,  pickles  and  condi- 

independent  sovereigns  of  a  vast  conti*  ments,  and  confections.    The  traffic  in 

nent,  with  a  standing  army  of  150,000  drugs  extends  ;    the  department  has 

men  under  their  command,  and  more  particular  attractions  for  a  certain  order 

than  a  100,000,000  of  subjects  doing  of  minds,  and  as  knowledge'enlarges, 

them  homage.   The  government  of  the  the  owners  of  these  minds  cast  off  the 

native  country  of  these  bold  merchants  grocery  business ;  from  simple  dealers 

confirms  them  in  their  enterprises  for  in  medicines  they  inform  themselves 

a  long  succession  of  years ;   it  grants  of  their  virtues,  and  of  the  circum- 

them  one  charter  of  incorporation  and  stances  in  which  they  are  said  to  prove 

exclusive  privilege  after  another,  and  useful ;    they  are    soon  consulted  on 

at  length  enables  them  to  outgrow  the  diseases  at  home,  and  then  they  begin 

need  of  all  protection ;  each  exclusive  to  go  abroad  in  the  more  serious  c:^seB 

privilege,  each  monopoly,  is,  in  (act,  — the  grocer  has,  in  fact,  merged  in  the 

discovered  by  and  by,  to  be  prejudicial  physician,  and  the  apothecary  of  the 

to  the  general  interests,  and  after  due  last    century  :    the   prototype  of   the 

notice  given,  the  State  resumes  its  most  general  practitioner  of  the  present  day 

essential  grants,  throws  open  the  trade  is  the  result. 

to  its  subjects  at  large,  and  itself  as-  Other  men,  of  more  liberal  education 

snmes  the  virtual  sovereignty  in  the  and   fortune,  scholars,  often    priests, 

territories    won    by    these    merchant  who  had  never  engaged  in  trade,  but 

princes.  who  have  nevertheless  an  innate  taste 

It  is' not,  and  cannot  be  otherwise  for  the  natural  science  of  medicine, 

with  associations  for  the  promotion  of  give    themselves  up  to  this  art  and 

matters  of  science,  or  of  art,  especially  mystery ;  and  thus  is  the  medical  man 

when  these  touch,  as  medicine  does  in  of  learning,  the  prototype  of  the  pre- 

each  and  all  of  its  departments,  upon  sent  physician,  produced— the  apothe- 

police.      Royal   Societies,  and  Royal  cary  in  everything,  save  that  he  does 

Academies,  indeed,  are  private  associa-  not  deal  in  the  medicines  whose  virtues 

tions,  with  the   state   seal  of  appro-  he  studies  and  prescribes, 

bation  upon  them ;   and  so  they  may  But  neither  the  apothecary  nor  the 

remain  ;  the  state  is  not  required  to  in-  physician  wholly  meet  the  wants  of 

terfere  peculiarly  in  their  management  society  in  reference  to  medical  atten- 

and  proceedings;    the    matters    they  dance.     There  are  certain  operations 

occupy  themselves  withal  do  not  bear  of  surgery! —  blood-letting,   tooth-ex- 

upon  the  common  weal.    1 1  is  other-  tracting,  and,  in  cases  of  accident  or 

wise  with  medicine ;  every  day  shows  emergency,  even  amputation,  that  must 

more  and  more  clearly  that  the  en-  be  undertaken.    Neither  the  apothe- 

lightened  physician  is  to  become  the  fu-  cary  nor    the   physician    hold    these 

ture  guide  of  the  statesman  in  the  vast  within    their   province,    and    another 

efforts  he  has  yet  to  make  to  improve  functionary  must  be  found.     From  his 

the  physical  condition  of  those  over  practice    with    edge-tools    upon    the 

whom  Providence  has  set  him  in  au-  excrementitious  portions  of  the  body, 

thority,  and  so  to  raise  them  in  the  scale  the  beard  and  the  hair,  the  barber 

of  moral  excellence.  appears  at  an  early  age  to  have  been 
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thoaght  the  fittest  person  in  the  com-  preliminary  and   profesuonali  hefore 

monwealth  to  venture  heyond  the  sar-  they  will  consent  to  receive  candidates 

face  I  from  drawing  hlood  accidentally,  for  acceptation ;  and  they  at  the  same 

it  was  prohahly  deemed  logical  to  con-  time  begin  to  grant  diplomas  or  certifi- 

dude  that  he  was  also  the  proper  man  cates,  as  assurances  to  the  public  of 

to  draw  it  on  purpose;   and  so  the  competency  in  a  certain  determinate 

barber-surgeon,  the   original   of  the  walk  on  the  part  of  the  holder.    These 

present  member  of  the  Royal  College  private  associations  finally  acquire  such 

of  Surgeons,  rose  into  being.  a  standing  in  the  general  esteem,  that 

But  the  measure  was  not  yet  fuU :  to  Qoyemment  sees  fit  to  require  of  aspi- 
say  nothing  of  the  increase  in  the  nnm-  rants  to  meflical  offices  in  the  public 
ber  of  articles  of  the  materia  medica  service,  that  they  should  have  success-* 
brought  about  by  the  lapse  of  time  and  fully  undergone  the  examination,  and 
the  extension  of  natural  history,  che-  obtained  the  diploma,  of  one  or  othe? 
mistry  has  arisen  to  create  hundreds  of  of  them,  before  it  will  hold  them  eligi- 
new  and  most  energetic  compounds  ble  for  an  appointment.  Government, 
that  powerfully  influence  the  body  in  a  however,  has  never  forgone  its  title 
state  of  health  and  disease.  These  to  be  satisfied  of  the  actual  worthinesa 
articles,  these  compounds,  were  found  of  the  possessors  of  these  diplomas  by 
subject  enough  to  engage  one  man's  at-  boards  of  its  own  choosing,  and  has  by 
tention,  and  it  was  seen  that  the  pre-  this  means — by  its  Army  and  Navy 
parer  and  compounder  of  medicines  Medical  Boards ^  acted  as  a  most  salu- 
might  be  advantageously  separated  from  tary  check  upon  the  licensing  bodies, 
the  practitioner  of  physic.  Hence  has  Hitherto,  nevertheless.  Government  has 
been  produced  the  modern  chemist  and  obviously  worked  by  means  of  associa- 
druggist — the  indispensable  adjunct  of  tions  or  corporations  to  a  greater  or  less 
the  physician  and  surgeon,  of  the  true  degree  private, — apart  from,  and  not  de- 
professional  man,  in  the  exercise  of  his  pendent  on  itself,  at  all  events.  Our 
calling.  own  opinion  is,  that  this  state  of  things 

Like  draws  to  like ;  men  with  a  com-  should  cease ;  that  precisely  as  in  the 
munity  of  purpose  and  of  interest,  pur-  case  of  the  East  Indies,  and  our  other 
suing  the  same  path  in  life,  soon  herd  colonial  possessions,  the  time  has  com^ 
together,  first  in  smaller  and  then  in  when  the  interests  of  all  parties  make 
larger  numbers;  and  the  apothecary,  it  imperative  on  the  Government  of 
the  physician,  the  surgeon,  and  the  this  country  to  take  the  business  of 
chemist,  having  each  been  seen  useful  licensing  the  medical  practitioner  gene- 
members  of  the  state,  find  favour  in  the  rally,  for  the  community  as  well  as  for 
eyes  of  successive  sovereigns,  who  as-  the  army  and  navy,  into  its  own  hands, 
sociate  them  into  Companies  or  Col-  The  several  institutions  connected 
leges,  and  from  time  to  time  grant  them  with  medicine,  have  done  good  service  so 
charters,  conferring  peculiar  privileges  far ;  the  discontent  that  has  been  wax- 
and  immunities,  rather,  however,  with  ing  in  the  medical  profession  for  years, 
a  view  to  their  protection  severally  and  the  open  discord  that  has  but  just 
against  interlopers,  than  with  an  eye  broken  out  between  the  chartered  in- 
to the  public  health  and  safety.  These  stitutions  and  the  great  body  of  the 
associations  by  and  by  begin  testing  profes8ion,mustsatisfy  all  unprejudiced 
by  examination  or  otherwise  the  wor-  persons  that,  in  their  present  shape, 
thiness  of  those  who  seek  admission  these  Institutions  have  outlived  their 
into  their  body;  they  next  make  destinies;  that  they  are  no  k)nger  fitted 
certain  requirements  as  to  education,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  times,  that  in 
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some  instances   they    are  even  chal-  vacy,  have  the  elements  of  great  good 

lenged  with  having  interests  opposed  inherent  in  them ;  they  may  again  he- 

to  the  general  good,   and  that  they  come,  what  they  have  long  ceased  to 

ought   now    to   be    exonerated   from  be,  means  for  the  advancement  of  the 

the  business   of   examining  into  the  art  and  science  of  medicine.  Andinre^ 

competency  of  individuals  to  undertake  turning  to  the  "  post  of  honour,"  which 

the  responsible  duties  of  medical  prac-  for  scientific  bodies  never  can  be  other 

titioners.  than  "the  private  station,"  they  will 

When   we   look  dispassionately  at  in  fact  lose  nothing:  the  Royal  College 

the  storm  of  discord  and  difference  of  Physicians   have   long   ceased   to 

in  which  we  are  at  this  moment  in-  exercise  their  right  of  insisting  on  every 

volved,  we  see  it  entirely  owing  to  the  gentleman  who  settte  in  **  Liondon  or 

clashing  of  one  interest,  or  of  one  pre-  within  seven  miles  of  the  same,"  joining 

sumed  interest,  in  the  profession » of  them;  yet  no  one  thinks  it  less  incum- 

one  Royal  College  or  corporation,  of  bent  on  him  now  than  formerly,  to  pre- 

one  class  or  grade  of  the  profession  s6nt  himself  for  reception  in  Pall-Mall 

against  another  ;  the  Royal  College  of  when  he  brings  his  Doctor's  diploma  into 

Surgeons  of  Dublin  against  the  Royal  play  in  London.    The  Royal  College  of 

College  of  Surgeons  in  London  and  its  Surgeons  never  had  any  right  to  tequire 

members,  especially  those  among  them  members    to   join    them ;    yet    have 

who  are  settled  in  Ireland,  and  whom  they  for  years  been  deriving  an  income 

the  Irish  College  is  directly  interested  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  per  annum, 

in  reducing  to  an  inferior  grade* ;  the  from  the  voluntary  afflux  of  parlies 

Royal  Colleges  of  Surgeons  generally,  who  held  it  their  interest  to  obtain 

and  the  Universities,  that  of  Edinburgh  their  diploma.    Tn  the  same  way  with 

in  especial,  against  the  Apothecaries'  reference  to  the  Universities,  alike  of 

Company ;  finally,  and  most  disastrous  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland :  there 

of  all   in   its   immediate  and  social  has  yet*  been    nothing  necessary  or 

effects,  of  one  grade  or  department  of  ccunpulsory   about  the  degrees   they 

the  profession  against  another— phy-  have  granted ;  these  have  always  been 

sician  and  pure  or  operating  surgeon  optional,  yet  not  the  less  eagerly  have 

against  general    practitioner,  general  they  been  sought  after,  and  prised  on 

practitioner  against  physician  and  hos-  that   account.     As   to   Apothecaries' 

pital  surgeon.  Company,  this  is  the  only  institution 

All  this  should  end,  and  it  can  only  that  would  be  unequally  dealt  with  in 

end    satisfactorily  in   one  way  ;    by  pur  scheme  of  relieving  all  the  institu- 

reducing  the  chartered  colleges  and  tions  connected  with  the  profession  of 

corporations  to  a  footing  of  equality  medicine  from  the  burthen  of  licensing 

in  reference  to  the  grand  bone  of  con-  the  practitioner ;  but  it  seems  by  com« 

tendon  among  them,  the  power  of  con-  mon  consent  agreed  that  the  association 

ferring  Ucenses  to  practise  medicine  in  of  a  liberal  profession  with  an  offshoot 

any  of  its  branches  as  a  means  of  of  the  old  Grocers'  Company,  was  a 

making  money.     These  institutions,  if  most  unlucky  conjunction,  and  that  as 

reduced  to  their  pristine  state  of  pri-  ^  ought  never  to  have  taken  place,  so 

•  We  have  almdy  expluDed  thit  matter.  Tbb  ought  it  now  to  come  to  an  end.     Tlie 

S!L"a^.  S^.JTUST?^'**^'^  '^"^^'^  "^  ^  ««°I«"y  themselves 

M  framed  as  to  prevent  the  youoff  men  educated  ally  themselves  with  the  general  prac- 

in  Dnblin  from  obtaining  their  diplomas  there,  ^.Y              ,                        ^         i>       ^ 

batforclng  them  to  London  for  their  cerUflcatet.  titioners  who  are  now  Struggling  for  a 
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charter  of  incorporation,  and  to  quit  now  only  summons  the  physician  to  his 

their  old  name  and  designation.  aid  in  cases  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

Our  scheme  of  medical  reform,  then  The  expectant  mother  in  pregnancy  is 

may  be  briefly  set  down  under  the  under  his  direction ;  he  conducts  her 

following  heads :  —  through  the  often  critical  period  of  par- 

1.  A  Supreme  Council  of  Health  turition,  and  her  off-spring  from  the 
and  Education,  chosen  by  the  Home  moment  of  jArih  is  his  accustomed 
Minister.  charge.     Can   a    medical  man   have 

2.  Boards  of  Examiners  chosen  by  more  important  or  more  responsible 
the  Council,  one  for  each  division  of  duties  confided  to  him  ?  And  is  it  not 
the  kingdom,  and  holding  its  sittings  in  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  take  care 
London,  Dublin,  and  Edinburgh,  re-  that  no  man  shall  be  licensed  to  under- 
spectively,  to  pass  which,  should  be  take  these  duties  without  having  ad- 
imperative  on  every  one  who  aspired  to  duced  proofs  of  being  qualified  to  per- 
the  responsible  duty  of  practising  me-  form  them  P  These  are  questions  which 
dicine  in  any  of  its  branches  or  de-  admit  of  being  answered  in  one  way 
partments.  only.     Upon  the  thill  and  judgment  of 

3.  Existing  Institutions,  and  Institu-  the  General  Practitioner  depend  mainly 
tions  which  the  circumstances  of  the  the  health  of  the  community .** 

times  have  made  necessary.  e.  A  Rotal  College  of  Chemists 
a.  The  Universities,  which  should  and  Pharmacists,— an  institution  that 
have  the  privilege,  as  heretofore,  of  has  become  quite  imperative,  and  with- 
conferring  honorary  titles  or  degrees,  out  which  no  scheme  of  Medical  Re- 
but which  should  not  have  any  power  form  can  be  held  even  tolerably  oom- 
of  granting  a  license  to  practise  medi-  plete,  though  it  appears  very  generally 
cine  in  any  of  its  branches,  indepen-  to  have  been  entirely  overlooked, 
dently  of  the  Government  board.  Whether  these  institutions  ought  to 
6.  The  Rotal  Colleges  op  Phtsi-  be  represented  in  their  corporate  ca- 
ciANS,  which  should  be  private  associa-  pacity  in  the  Council  of  Health  and 
tions  for  the  furtherance  of  the  science  Education,  or  not,  we  are  still  undeter- 
and  art  of  medicine.  mined.    We  see  certain  objections  to 

c.  The  Royal  Colleges  of  Sue-  their  being  so  represented,  and  also 
OEONS,  which  should  be  private  asso-  certain  objections  to  their  being  left 
ciations  for  the  promotion  of  the  out  of  the  reckoning.  Probably,  on 
science  and  art  of  surgery.  the  whole,  they  would  be  better  left 

d,  A  Rotal  College  of  General  unrepresented;  the  medical  men  who 
Practitioners.  —  An  Institution  with  had  seats  in  the  Council  of  Health 
this  title,  is  only  made  necessary  by  cir-  and  Education  would  almost,  as  mat- 
cumstances.  It  might  by  and  by  become  ter  of  course,  be  associates  of  one  or 
a  Royal  College  of  Obttetricians,  At  other  of  these  institutions,  so  that  they 
present,  however,  it  appears  altogether  would  still  be  represented  indirectly, 
indispensable.  The  general  practi-  Were  one  rei»resented,  we  would  have 
tioner  of  the  present  day,  is  a  man  of  all  upon  the  same  footing. 

too  much  importance  tobeleft  uncared  But  we  would  not  enter  into  parti« 

for.    He  is,  as  an  excellent  writer"^  has  cular  details  now  ;  we  shall-  probably 

well  said,  **  The  ordinary  attendant  [of  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  at  ano- 

the  great  bulk  of  the  population,  and  ther  time. 

""*  Sir  Junet  Clark,  "Saoond  Letter  on  Medical  *~ 
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ST.    MARYLEBONE    PARISH  P^^^"*^^  P^^^f f 'fi,  ?*y  ii^,S^^5^^^^ 

sri ,    "    ,-:i^!^ .  o V  ''ot  one  word  of  truth  m  the  statement : 

II^FlKBftAKX.  ^^^   jjg  jj^  Qg^gy   gijjjgy  approved 

A  coRRESPONDEif  T  wiiteB  88  followt :  or  recommended  Mr.  Thomas's  method 

"The  Board  of  Guardians  have  deter-  of  fixing  artificial  teeth,  and  that  his 

mined  on  not  filling  u^  the  vacant  name    is    used    without    all    autho- 

honorary  surgeoncy  to  this  institution,  rity.    2nd.  A  new  and  important  edi- 

A  very  active  canvass  had  been  going  tion  of  the  "  Silent  Friena  in  Human 


the  oner  ol  attvice  graiis  oy  me  young  Linanty  ruis."     *±ia.      i^cw  wuuucm 
aspirant  for  employment  at  Hastings,  every  day !— a  cure  for  all !  HoUowav's 
I  believe  you  will  be  pleased  to  learn  Ointment  and  Pills."   5th.  **  Worsdell's 
that  the  offers  of  gratuitous  services  to  PiUs,  by  John  Kaye."     6th.   "  Bow- 
the  wealthy  parish  of  St.  Marylebone  land's  preparations  for  the  hair,  the 
have  been  definitively  declined.    And  skin,  and  the  teeth."     7th.   "  Parr's 
surely,  sir,  when  it  is  considered  that  Life  Pills."    8th.  "  Wilkinson  and  Co. 
the  parish  panpers  are  entitled  by  law,  Consulline  Surgeons,  their  Purifyinfl" 
by  right,  and  not  as  a  matter  of  mere  Drops  and   Secret  Medical  Adviser.'^ 
voluntary  charity,  to  good  and  proper  9th.  •'  Unparallelled  Success !  Wray's 
medical   attendance;     and    that   the  Balsamic  Fills."    10th.  The  2ist  Thou- 
parish  which  is  bound  to  provide  this  Thousand,  "Manhood,"  &c. 
aidis,  in  this  instance, notoriously  very  This  last  is  not  very  long;  never- 
rich  ;   it  can  neither  be  just  nor  be-  theless  it  fills,  alonff  with  two  puffs, 
nevoleni  to  expect  of  our  poor  pro-  one  dedicated   to    Holloway's  Salve, 
fession  to  ffive  services  which,  on  every  t'other  to  Thomas's  Teeth,  upwards  of 
principle  of  justice,  ought  to  be  paid  four  columns  of  the  newspaper  whence 
for,  as  well  as  those  of  the  clergyman  it  is  extracted,  and  as  the  payment  is 
or  lawyer  under  similar  circumstances,  according  to  the  length,   the  value 
More  than  this,  I  think  you  will  agree  of  the  advertising   practitioners  and 
with  me  in  viewing  the  decision  of  the  vendors  of  specific  medicines  to  the 
Guardians  as  a  wise  one.    It  is  certain,  proprietors,  may  be  imagined, 
in  a  general  way,  that  the  best  sear-  ^_^_^ 
vices  are  to  be  had  for  payment :  in 

short,  that  the  best  interests  of  the  ROYAL  COLLEGE   OF  SURGEONS, 

poor,  of  their  le^al  guardians,  and  of  OF  EDINBURGH, 

our  <>wn  profe.^10^^^^^      been  had  in  ^          j         ^        ^^  Secretary  of 

view  ^*^^«  t^«  SS*^^^^^              '"^  ^^^  the RoyalCollege  of  Surgeons  of  Eain- 

determination  just  mentioned.  burgh,  authorising  us  to  contradict  the 

-— ^-  rumour  that  any  proposition  had  been 

THE  GRAND   OBSTACLE  TO   THE  made  for  the  sJe  of  the  museum  of  that 

»,TnB»«^oofrkia  nw  drTArirvnv  old  and  excellent  institution.    It  had 

SUPPRESSION  OF  QUACKERY.  .    y^^  ..  ^j^^         ^^^  pi^y,,  y^^^  ^^y 

We   have   another   opportunity    this  such  proposition  oeen  absolutely  made, 

week  of  referring  to  a  Provincial  news-  Some  wicked  members  of  a  nval  di- 

l  ftper— a  conservative  journal,  we  ap-  ploma  shop  probably  spread  the  report. 

{)rehend'-and  extracting  the  following  we  trust,  with  new  arrangements,  that 

ist,  to  put  those  among  our  readers  theRoyalCollegeof  Surgeons  of  Edin- 

who  are  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that  burgh  will  soon  find  itself  in  a  con- 

they  may  outlive  authorized  quackery  dition  to  extend  its  museum* 

out  of  their  vain  imagining :— Ist. "  Mr.  ^_^ 

Thomas's  Succedaneum  for  fiUing  de-  cAKATnuiTTM 

caved teeth,"and"Methodoffixingar.  _    ^     THE  SANATORIUM. 

tiBcialtceth,"whichlastweareinformed  We  have  a  letter  from  Dr.  Hitchman, 

"  has  obtained  the  approbation  and  re-  the  resident  medical  officer  of  the  Sana- 
commendation"  of  Sir  James  Clark,    torium,  informing  us  that  mesmerism 

Bart.,  Dr.  Locock,  Dr.  Ferguson,  Dr.  is  neither  believed  in,  nor  practiwd,  by 

Bright,  Sir  B.  Brodie,  Bart."  &c.  &c.  any  of  the  medical  gentlemen  officially 
We   have   been   desired   by   one   at    attached  to  that  useful  Institution.  He 

least  of  the  distinguished  men  thus  im-  seems  to  think  that  our  notice  of  the 
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case  of  removal  of  the  mamma  lately  unsophisticated  as  Misi  M.  belieTes  at  the 
performed  there,  mieht  lead  to  a  con-  oommenoement,  she  could  not  by  possibHitj 
trary  presumption.  We  do  not  see  the  be  placed  in  drcnmstances  better  calcolsted 
matter  in  this  light ;  hut,  lest  any  mis-  ^  teach  her  dissimolation  and  hypocrisy ; 
take  should  occur,  we  hasten  to  men«  ^^  i^  ^  ^^  extraordinary  that  Miss  Marti- 
tion  Dr.  Hitchman's  disclaimer.  ^^^  fhoold  believe  that  the  mmd  of  the 
somnambule  should  mirror  that  of  t  je  mes- 

MWft    M4RTTKPATT    A?an    Vivs  ^^P^^  ^^^  ^^  questions  to  be  proposed, 

MISS    MARTINEAU    AfiO    MBS-  and  the  answers  expected,  are  openly  can- 

MERISM.  rassed  in  the  presence  of  the  somnambule. 
_  What  I  have  now  said  will  be  sufficient  to 

n  thi  Bditor  qfth€  MMeal  Oaieite.  *^  ^,J^  ""^  ^*"  M/s  conclusions, 

^  based  as  they  are  upon  so  worthleas  a  fonn- 

Sim»  dation. 

Although  it  may  be  proper  that  judgment       There  is  much,  very  much,  in  Miss  Martl- 

sbould  be  suspended  regarding  the  case  of  nean*s  letters,  which  is  wholly  unintelligible 

Miss  Martlneau,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  ar  mere  fkrrago  of   words,  conveying   no 

that  her  letters  on  mesmerism  should  be  al-  meaning,  and  which  to  weak  minds   mi^ 

lowed  to  pass  without  comment,  more  espe-  serve  to  invest  the  subject  in  mystery,  but 

cially  as  she  and  her  mesmerist  have  nightly  which  in  reality  only  betrays  the  emptiness 

parties  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  their  of  the  source  from  whencce  it  sprung. 

performances,  and  spare  no  pains  to  make        There  is  much  more  in  these  letters  to  find 

proselytes ;  and  such  as  remain  sceptics,  or  serious  fault  with ;  they  are  calculated  to  un- 

attempt  to  investigate  the  subject,  are  as-  dermine  the  principles  of  the  christian  faith, 

sailed  in  no  very  measured  terms,  as  is  evi-  and  it  has  become  high  time  that  all  well- 

denced  by  the  allusion  to  Dr.  Forbes's  ex-  thinking  and  well-principled  people  should 

posure  of  Alexis,  and  also  her  very  uncour-  set  their  faces  against  a  pretended  science, 

teous,  not  to  say  ooarss  attack,  upon   the  which  is  capable  of  being  thus  perVSerted. 

gentleman  whom  she  accuses  of  singing  J.'s        I  should  not  probably  have  troubled  you 

arm,  and  caBtng  fire  I  It  was  oh  this  same  and  the  medical  profession  with  this  letter, 

occasion  that  it  is  stated  that  J.  saw  the  had  it  not  been  for  the  continued  attempts 

vision  of  a  ^pwreek,  her  cousin  being  on  which  are  made  to  unite  mesmerism  with 

board  the  vessel  that  was  lost ;  but  though  the  sdenoe  of  me^dne ;  it  becomes  there- 

Mifs  Martineau  pleads  ignorance  of  the  fact,  fore  the  duty  of  every  one  interested  in  pre- 

the  account  of  the  wreck  was  well  known  in  serving  the  healing  art  from  so  debasing  an 

the  village  long  before  the  hour  at  which  alliance,  to  make  known  whatever  comes  to 

this  girl  was  mesmerised,  and  it  is  equally  their  knowledge,  which  exposes  the  fraud 

well  known  tiiat  she  had  been  out  in  the  vil-  and  deceit  of  &  mesmerists. 

lage,  and  could  not  fail  to  hear  the  news :  I  remain,  sir, 

it  would  be  satisfactory  to  learn  also  whether  Your  obedient  servant, 

Miss  Martineau  herself  was  not  already  so-  YxarrAs. 

qualnted  with  all  the  particulars.  — 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  through  Miss 

Martineau's  letters,  but  principally  to  men*        7b  the  Bdiiar  qftht  Medico!  Gasette. 

tion  one  fact,  which  will  at  once  stamp  the  g^ 

value  that  should  be  set  upon  these  commu-  ' 

nications ;   Miss  M.  herself  appears  to  be  I  appbotb  highly  of  your  excluding  from 

imposed  upon,  and  is  unconsciously  lending  the  Gazette,  mesmeric  wonders  and  contro- 

herself  to  impose  upon  othem ;  her  judg-  Tcrsies  :  '*  Pencillings,"  and  articles  on  ani- 

ment  is  perverted,  her  mental  fticulties  ob-  mal  magnetism,  greatly  disfigure  the  pages 

scured,  and  she  views  everythmg  through  a  of  a  contemporary  journal. 

false  medium ;   her  mesmerist  has  worked        Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Chatto,  must  be 

upon  her  naturally  exoitable  imagination,  credulous  indeed,  if  he  supposes  the  public, 

and  induced  her  to  receive  as  truths,  things  or  the  votaries  of  mesmerism,  would  be 

and  statements,  which  a  move  cool  observer  ntisfied  that  an  inquiry  had  been  *'  patient, 

would  at  once  detect  as  fallacies ;   for  ex-  deliberate,  and  candid,"  were  a  committee 

ample,  that  the  somnambule  cannot  hear  a  ofhospital  surgeons  to  pronounce  that  fetmee 

conversation  that  is  carried  on  in  her  pre-  (0  ^  s  means  of  preventing  pain  during 

senoe,  unless  the  speaker  is  brought  into  operations,  a  twe/fSt/Miotfi^  cMulimiiMin^rsf. 

meSBBeric  oommunloajtion  with  her.    When        Mr.  Chatto  must  not  conclude  that  be- 

thia  fact  is  known,  it  will  no  k>i^er  appeaf  cause  hospital  surgeons  are  not  always  before 

extraordinaryi  that  the  answers  of  the  som-  the  public  endeavouring  to  refute  the  wild 

nambuW  shou^  be  in  exact  accordance  with  and   visionary   statements   of   mesmerists, 

the  wishss  snd  expectations  of  the  mesme-  homoeopathists,  and  hydropathists,  that  they 

rist  t  and  if  their  neophyte  was  ss  pure  snd  have  nevertheless  fUled  to  test  the  truth  and 
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oontctneas  of  what  ibwe  mofenon  Msert ;  and  which  wai  pmided  orer  by  a  patient  of 

■Dch  a  trial  haa  long  anoe  been  forced  npon  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moaeley. 

many  of  them  by  the  reckless  daring  which  Yon  are  at  liberty  to  insert  or  reject  this 

haa  characterised  the  nnmerons  statements  hasty  letter ;   I  am  prepared  for  the  thnn« 

which  have  from  time  to  time  been  pnb-  derings  of  the  maudlin  sentimentalists.    The 

lished.     Instances  of  surprising  insensibility  public  ought  not  to  be  deluded  by  the  whole- 

to  pain,  or  power  qf  eoneetUii^f  it,  are  com-  sale  charges  of  prejudice,  indifference,  and 

mon  enough  ;   only  on  Sunday  erening  last»  inhumanity,  too  frequently  aUe^d  against 

I  had  to  amputate  the  fore-arm,  (an  opera-  the  medical  profession  of  the  present  day. 

tion  much  simplified,  as  are  other  amputa-  I  remain,  sir, 

tions,  by  the  flap  incisions,  as  recommended  Your  obedient  senrant, 

by  Mr.  Liaton)  for  a  gun-shot  injury,  which  CHAKX.Ba  Cotton. 

had  destroyed  the  hand  and  wrist,  perished  Lynn,  Deo.  18, 1844. 

one  eye,  and  closed  the  other.     I  bethought  ■> 

me  at  the  time  how  hypnotism,  or  mesme-  qi^  iliUg 

^i  hl>^er^*no ^""m^O^ i^^^i  APPLICATION  OF  MESMERISM  TO 

the  man  bore  the  operations  without  even  a  SURGICAL  OPERATIONS, 

moan  at  "  the  crunching  of  the  bone."    I  .^^ 

^A  .^^  ^^wSSrrsrSe^  ^  «•  ***-  '^'^  ^^-^  «'«-'•• 

eaUed  upon  to  perform  in  hospital  and  prio  Sib, 

Tate  practice  daring  the  last  seven  or  eight  Ik  your  number  for  Deo.  13th  is  a  letter, 

weeks,  where  the  operations  were  endured  signed  "  John  Chatto,"  suggesting  that  **  a 

with  the  greatest  fortitude,  and  without  a  committee  of  hospital  surgeons  be  appointed 

murmur ;   and  in  traumatic  amputations,  I  for  the  important  investigation  of  the  chums 

have  frequently  obsenred  the  same  tolerance,  of  mesmerism  to  the  power  of  rendering 

or  freedom  from  pain.  The  Cut  ia  notorious  persona  insensible  to  pain  during  the  per- 

o-^mesmerio  exhibitions  are  only  suited,  as  formance  of  suigical  operations,"  and  ac- 

Dr.  Dickson  says,  to  "  dyspeptic  men,  and  cusing  the  hospital  surgeons  of  "  unyielding 

hysteric  women,"  nerTOUS  personages,  whom  scepticism,"  because  *'  he  has  not  heard  that 

a   straw  or  feather  may  mote,  and  who  even  one  haa  employed  the  fSiciUties  which 

swoon,  or  what  not,  at  even  the  thought  of  the  charity  with  which  he  is  connected  may 

blood  being  shed ;  and  of  this  Mr.  Chatto  afford  **  for  this  purpose ;"  even  the  medical 

can  be  satisfied  by  attending  the  operations  corporations  are  impugned  because    '*  the 

at  the  metropolitan  hospitals,  if  he  be  not  hospital  surgeons  have,  to  use  the  mildest 

in  the  habit  of  operating  himself.     Sir  B.  terms,  shown  a  culpable  apathy,  and  a  want 

Brodie's  **  Nervous  Affections."  Mr.  Tra-  of  a  due  recognition  of  the  responsibility  of 

vera'    *'  Inquiry  on  Constitutional  Irrita-  their  position  in  the  profession." 

tion,"  and  Dr.  Gavin's  work  on  *'  Feigned  It  may  be,  sir,  that  the    snxgeons   in 

and  Factitious  Disesaes,"  abound  in  nervous  question  have  a  trifling  regard  to  their  own 

and  other  freaks  of  every  description.    A  diaracters,  and  the  reputation  of  their  hos- 

brief  account  of  the  cases  of  M.  Cloquet,  pitals,  and  that  the  governors  of  these  insti- 

Mr.  Alcock,   Dr.   Oliver,  and  of  Sir  B.  tuitona  may  be  actuated  by  the  same  spirit 

Bzodie,  may  be  read  in  the  Medieal  Gazette,  aa  those  of  Uie  North  London  Hospital, 

of  Dec  1842,  and  other  journals.  and  quietly  recommend  the  resignation  of 

Hospital  physicians  and  surgeons  gene-  any  officer  who  delegated  their  functions  to 

rally,  do  not,  I  believe,  call  into  question  the  votaries  of  this  new-old  theory.    As, 

"  the  effects  of  mental  attention  upon  bodily  however,  what  is  good  for  the  cat  may  be 

organa,"  or  deny  that  there  may  be  in-  good  for  the  kitten,  I  beg  to  suggest  that 

stances  of  '' surprising  insensibility  to  exter-  Mr.  Chatto  should  shame  these  negligent 

nal  impressions,  while  the  imagination  mar  people  into  action  by  forming  a  committee 

be  in  activity ;"  but  they  refuse,  and  I  think  of  six  medical  friends,  with  himself  as  their 

properly,  to  notice  the  mesmero-phreno-  director  or  secretary,  to  perform  the  foUow- 

uMgnetic  absurdities  which  too  frequently  ing  experiments : — 

are  paraded  before  the  public  for  no  other  1st.  The  committee  may  be  formed  by 

object  than  notoriety  and  private  gain.    I  selecting  such  friends  as  may  happen,  for 

should  expect  as  much  benefit  to  arise  from  the  convenience  of  the  experiment,  to  pos- 

a  oommiltee  of  inquiry,  composed  of  hospital  seas  a  tooth  of  which  they  desire  to  be  rid  : 

surgeons,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Chatto,  imi  let  an  accurate  note  be  taken  of  the  degree 

some  time  since  resulted  from  one  formed  in  of  se^bility  in  each  individual  before  the 

this  town,  of  members  of  the  law,  physic,  operation,  and  let  Mr.  Nasmyth  be  requested 

and  divinity,  with  a  sprinkling  of  '*  young  (and  hia  love  of  sdenoe  would  doubtless 

Lynn,"  fox  tha  purpoae  of  examining  into  le«d  him  to  consent)  to  be  present  at  the 

the  aaeiita  of  nemeriim  and  phrenology,  extraction  of  the  offending  n\oUura  by  any 
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operator  whom  the  committee  may  select,  INCORPORATION  OF  GENERAL 

in  order  that  he  may  mark  aocarately  the  PRArTrTinMi^nc 

degnse  of  contraction  of  the  mtucles  of  the  rwAUiiiiuxMiSKA. 

hce,  or  the  deration  of  the  Toioe,  or  the 

preaiure  of  the  handa  on  the  chair,  indi-  ^  '*«  «A7or  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

eating  the  pain  felt  by  each  member  in  sue-  Sir, 

cession ;   Uiis  degree  being  represented  in  In  the  number  of  the  Provincial  Medical 

numbers,  which  may  be  compared  with  the  Journal  for  November  27th,  there  is  a  letter 

intensity  of  the  mesmeric  influence  in  each  from  Mr.  Martin,  of  Reigate,  in  which  that 

before  the  operation;   and  to  prevent  any  gentleman   notices  in  favourable  terms  a 

chance  of  deception,  the  mesmeriser  should  letter  I  addressed  to  you  a  few  weeks  since 

make  memoranda  as  to  this  or  any  other  (see  Mkd.  Gaz.  Nov.  15th),  in  which  I 

point  of  importance  in  the  experiment  before  advocated  the  incorporation  of  the  general 

the  trial  begins,  and  deposit  his  notes,  sealed  practitionera.    To  that  letter  I  beg  leave  to 

up,  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary.  make  a  few  observations  in  reply.     In  the 

2d.  Let  each  member  of  the  committee  firat  place,  I  may  remark  that  1  see  nothmg 
be  armed  with  an  acupuncture  needle,  ex-  in  the  prraent  aspect  of  medical  affaire  to 
actly  one  inch  long  and  of  moderate  thick-  lead  me  to  suppose  that  any  other  course 
ness,  and  let  each  in  succession  pass  the  than  the  incorporation  of  the  general  prac- 
needle  into  any  specified  part  of  the  body  of  titionera  can  be  safely  advocated  as  an  ex- 
the  other  five  memben,  the  part  to  be  pnnc-  pedient  measure.  Did  the  Colleges  of  Phy- 
tured  being  selected  by  lot  out  of  a  certain  sicians  and  Surgeons,  even  at  this  late 
number  previously  agreed  upon  in  com-  period,  show  any  sincere  desire  to  admit,  on 
mitttee,  so  that  no  one  may  know  where  an  honourable  and  liberal  footing,  the  general 
exactly  to  expect  the  punctore.  To  avoid  practitionera  into  their  respective  corpora- 
danger  to  the  membera  of  the  committee,  tions  as  licentiates  in  medicine  in  the  Col- 
no  important  organ  is  to  be  selected,  and  as  lege  of  Physicians,  and  as  licentiates  in 
there  may  be  some  confusion  between  surgery  (where  they  are  not  already  mem- 
material  and  moral  sensibility,  the  com-  here)  in  the  College  of  Surgeons — thus 
mittee  may  exclude  the  part  marked  out  by  creating  two  distinct  classes  in  each  College, 
the  course  of  the  gluteus  maximus  muscle,  fellows  and  licentiates ;  the  former  includhig 
This  experiment  may  be  varied  thus :  firat,  all  conaultent  and  pure  physicians  and  snr- 
each  member  may  be  mesmerised  separately  geons,  and  the  latter  including  all  general 
in  a  complete  manner,  and  the  other  five  practitionera — I,  for  one,  believe  that  the 
may  introduce  their  needles,  one  after  the  interest  of  the  profession,  as  a  whole,  would 
other,  at  intervals  ysrying  from  thirty  to  be  best  met  by  the  body  of  general  prac- 
ninety  seconds  between  the  successive  trials ;  titionera  consenting  to  such  an  arrangement, 
and  secondly,  all  five  may  simulteneously  In  this  case  the  examination  of  the  general 
employ  their  implements  in  different  parte  practitioner  in  medicine  would  properly,  I 
of  the  same  person.  In  this  way  intensity  conceive,  devolve  on  a  mixed  boanl,  con- 
of  pain  and  duration  of  pain  may  be  each  sisting  of  four  or  six  physicians  and  as  many 
represented,  and  a  pleasing  variety  of  ex-  genei^  practitionera,  the  president  being  a 
porimente  wiU  be  introduced,  by  which  surgeon.  It  is,  however,  but  too  probable 
every  source  of  deception  or  error  is  avoided,  that  more  exclusive  views  will  prevail  in  the 
and  the  most  sceptical  hospital  surgeon  will  Colleges,  and  that  we  shall  be  spared  the 
not  fail  to  be  convinced.  I  say  nothing,  necessity  of  canvassing  the  details  of  any 
sir,  of  the  satisfaction  and  conviction  of  the  such  scheme  as  this. 

public,  because  the  public  is  convinced  very  I   may   proceed,   therefore,   to  consider 

often  at  unoertein  periods ;  only  it  unfor-  what  the  plan  of  examination  should  be  in 

tnnately  happens  that  they  forget  again  what  case  of  the  general  practitioner  being  inoor- 

they  have  so  often  been  informed  of  on  the  porated  into  a  Society  or  College.    I  am 

most  indnbiteble  testimony,  fh>m  Mesmer  quite  disposed  to  admit,  that  when  inoor- 

himself  down  to  Miss  Martineau.  porated,  the  general  practitioner  should  be 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  if  Mr.  Chatto  and  plaoed*in  an  independent  position  as  regards 

his  six  friends  in  committee  will  vouch  for  the  examination  of  candidate  for  the  license ; 

the  success  of  these  experimente,  due  deteils  and  that  care  must  be  token  to  guard  against 

of  the  experimente  being  given,  I  have  no  the  introduction  of  a  *'  body  of  men,"  to  use 

doubt  I  can  form  a  committee  of  hospital  Mr.  Martin's  words,  "  less  skilled  and  less 

suigeons  to  try  the  efficacy  of  mesmerism  on  informed  than  the  present  race  of  Licen- 

the  cat,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  greater  ope-  tiates.'*    Cooperation  and  union,  however, 

rations  of  amputetion  or  exdaion  of  the  do  not  necessarily  imply,  and  indeed,  may  be 

heart. — ^I  am,  sir,  far  flrom  implying,  dependence ;  and  I  must 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  still  confess,  that  I  should  vririi  to  tee  the 

Onb  of  the  HosPiTAii  SvRSBONB.  medical  part  of  the  examination  conducted 

Dec.  97th,  1844.  ^  *  mixed  board  of  physicians  and  general 
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practitionera)  the  Utter  being  the  tame  in-  tlight  and  defiecttTe  though  thcj  be,  with 

dividual*  who  assist  in  the  medical  eiami-  the  College,  in  the  lectures,  the  library,  and 

nation,)  in  equal  nmnbers,  presided  over  by  the  magnificent  mnaenm  of  that  corporation ; 

tbe  same  general  practitioner,  who  should  bat  I  am  much  mistaken  if  the  licentiate  of 

have  the  casting  vote.     I  know  that  it  will  the  Apotbecariet'  Company,  after  he  has  once 

be  urged,  that  there  are  general  practitioners  received  his  license,  ever  finds  his  way  back 

who,  without  any  aid  from  the  Colleges,  are  to  the  Hall  in  Blaokfriars,  unlesa  in  the 

ftilly  competent  to  form  an  examining  board,  capacity  of   a  purchaser    of   drugs.    The 

both  in  medicine  and  surgery.    This  I  am  Court  of  Examiners  have,  however,   per- 

auite  ready  to  admit,  as  regards  medicine,  to  formed  their  task  well,  and  should  certainly 
lie  full, — though  as  regards  surgery,  in  the  contribute  a  considerable  quota  of  their 
present  condition  of  general  practice  in  numbertothenewexaminingboard^  indeedf 
London,  I  feel  a  greater  doubt.  But  if  we  in  case  of  any  charter  of  incorporation  being 
even  admit  this  competency  to  the  full,  I  granted  to  the  general  practitioners,  it  would 
believe  that  the  license  would  be  much  more  only  be  a  proper  compliment  to  these 
highly  valued  by  the  candidates  for  it,  and  gentlemen  that  such  charter  should  be  made 
would  be  really  more  valuable,  when  attested  out  in  their  names,  coupled  with  those  of  a 
by  such  signatures  as  those  oif  a  Watson,  a  sufficient  number  of  the  leading  general 
Copland,  a  Williams,  or  a  Forbes,  in  medi-  practitioners,  both  of  the  metropolitan  pro- 
cine  ;  or  by  those  of  a  Brodie,  a  Guthrie,  a  vinoes  of  England  and  Wales. 
Cooper,  or  a  Travers  in  surgery,  in  addition  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  in  this  juncture, 
to  those  of  learned  and  skilAil  general  prac-  the  general  practitioners  of  England,  will 
titioners,  than  it  would  be  if  attested  by  display  that  energy  and  firmness,  coupled 
general  practitioners  alone,  however  ex-  with  moderation,  which  are  oalcula^  to 
perienced,  and  however  able.  As  regards  secure  to  them  that  place  in  the  medical 
surgery.  I  incline  to  believe  that  such  a  hody  politic  which  I  think  they  have  a  right 
course  would  be  essential,  in  order  to  insure  to  seek ;  and  which  the  real  interests  of  our 
a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  qualification  of  profession  as  a  whole  appear  to  me  also  to 
the  candidate  in  this  department  of  practice,  demand. 

Hie  examiners  from  the  Colleges  would  be  j  may  be  allowed,  in  conclusion,  to  oh- 

conferring  and  receiving  honour  by  such  an  serve,  that  the  great  danger,  at  the  present 

arrangement,  which  would  thus  be  alike  moment,  appears  to  me  to  be  that  of  one 

honourable    to  both    parties.     In  such  a  grade  of  the  profession  seeking  its  own 

sketch  as  this  it  would  be  premature  perhaps  interests  irrespective  of  those  of  the  profes- 

to  attempt  to  fill  up  the  details  as  regards  the  gion  as  a  whole,  and  endeavouring  to  elevate 

method  of  election,  &c.  which  will  readily  itself  at  the  expense  of  some  other  grade, 

suggest  themselves  to  the  reader.  whether  that  grade  be  above  or  below  it. 

Then  is  another  part  of  Mr.  liiartin's  Let  us  hope  that  daas  interests  will  oeaae  to 

letter,  in  regard  to  which  I  beg  to  make  a  \^  our  sole  principle  of  action,  and  that  in 

few  remarks.    Mr.   Martin  contends  that  this  great  struggle,  and  golden  opportunity 

the  Court  of  Assistants  and  the  Court  of  for  a  healthy  organization  of  our  profession. 

Examiners  are  distinct,  and  do  not  derive  Ephraim,  to  to  speak,  will  no  more  envy 

their  power  from  the  trading  part  of  the  Jadidi,  nor  Judah  vex  Ephraim.     I  again 

Society  of  Apothecaries ;  and,  further,  that  take  the  liberty  to  subscribe  myself  simply, 

these  Courts  are  virtual  representatives  of  Mbdicus. 

general  practitioners.    ITie  Court  of  Exami- — 

ners,  I  am  awar«,  is  thus  distinct ;  but  I  am  IRREGULAR  PRACTITIONERS, 

greatly  mistaken  indeed,  if  the  Court  of  - 

Aasistanto,  by  whom  the  Examiners  are  ap.  ^  ^^    „  _.^       ,  .,  ^  it-a'*-!  r^^miim 

pointed,  hi  not  the  ruling  body  of  the  trad-  ^  '*«  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gaieite. 

ing  company.    The  general  practitioners  of  Sia, 

this  country  have  received,  indeed,  their  Eyxmr  day  brings  under  our  notice  some 

license  to  practise  firom  the  Court  of  Ezami-  fresh  instance  of  loss  of  life,  or  at  least  of 

ners,  but  I  do  not  see  how  that  constitutes  permanent  injury  to  health,  from  the  prac- 

the  said  Court  the  virtual  representatives,  tioe  of  irregular  or  unlicensed  persons.    I 

They  are  not  admitted  to  any  participation  in  was  much  struck  on  perusing  a  letter  from 

the  government  or  privUeges  of  the  Society,  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  of   Bognor,  in   this 

or  of  the  Court  of  Examiners ;  they  have  week's  Gasbtti,  detaUing  a  case  of  intra- 

meiely  conferred  on  them  the  right  to  prac-  uterine  haemorrhage,  where,  I  believe,  had 

tise;  and  I  would  maintain  that  the  general  the  patient  been  under  the  care  of  a  medical 

practitioners— /Ac  yreai  third  ntaU  ^  the  man,  mstead  of  an  ignorant  midwife,  her 

prq/issiion  m  BngUmd—^n  thus  without  life  would  have  been  preserved, 

either  actual  or  virtual  representatives  in  the  In  Dr.  Ingleby's  admirable  work  on  Ute- 

medical  poiety  of  this  country.    The  member  rine  Haemorrhage,  (I  regret  to  say  that  the 

of  the  College  of  Surgeons  has  some  tics,  work  is  out  of  print,  and  I  therefore  quote 
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from  foemory),  a  case  is  namted  ident&oal  out  motion  and  feeling,  but  when  I  pinciied 

with  that  which   Mr.  Ttiomson    has  now  the  ear,  which  fdt  very  warm,  aa,  indeed, 

brought  under  the  notice  of  the  profearion.  did  the  whole  body,  the  animal  ndaed  its 

llie  intelligent  medical  practitioner  who  waa  head  with  a  great  effort,  bat  without  power 

in    attendance    immedktely   detected    the  to  hold  it  np ;  the  bead  immediately  fell 

cause  of  the  alarming  aymptome  with  which  down  upon  the  table  again.    The  breath  of 

the  patient  was  affected,   and  without    a  the  creature  was  at  first  altogether  without 

moment's  delay  ruptured  the  membranea,  smell,  but  half  an  hour  after  the  injection 

and  turned  the  child.    Ttie  patient  recoTered  an  intense  odour  of  Fusel  oil^  which  pro- 

rapidly.  ceeded  from  the  lungs,  was  perceptible ;  a 

Had  Mr.  Peskett  been  summoned  to  thia  circumstance  whidi  proclaima  the  passage 

unfortunate  woman  aa  soon  aa  the  alarming  of  the  poison  into  the  blood.    The  aninul 

symptoms  supervened,  instead  of   serend  lay  in  the  state  described  for  two  hours  and 

hours  being  allowed  to  dbpse,  it  ia  more  three  qoarters,  after  which  time,  on  lifting 

than  probable  that  a  Taludile  life  would  have  it  to  lay  it  elsewhere,  I  obeerred  some  sli^ 

been  preaerred.— -I  am,  air,  movements ;  the  ears  were  aho  no  longer  so 

Tour  obedient  servant,  hot ;  shortly  after,  the  power  of  moving  in- 

J.  M.  B.  creased,  the  creature  seemed  to  be  reviving ; 

Greenwich,  Nov.  90, 1844*  and,  by  and  by,  havuig  crawled  to  theedge 

of  the  table,  it  fell  off.     Here  it  lay  for  a 


EFFECTS  OF  FUSEL  OIL  UPON  THE  ^^'  "^f^  ^'^^  t  !?^  '*  !?***?; 
A  ^T»»»  A  T  «.r^r^^T^««v  ■«>'♦  ""^  ™*^*  efforts  to  move  away ;  the 
ANIMAL  ECONOMY.  motions,  however,  were  aU  miscalcukted  at 
In  th^  course  of  his  inqairies  into  effects  of  first,  and  performed  in  a  circle :  the  ammal 
volatile  oils  upon  the  aidmal  economy.  Pro-  then  recovered  its  power  of  moving  its  fore 
fessor  Mitscherlich  tried  the  influence  of  this  feet,  dragging  its  hind  legs  after  it ;  but  tliia 
product  of  die  vinous  fermentation  and  dis-  seeming  paralytic  state  aoon  went  off,  and 
tillation  upon  several  animals.  Fusel  oil  is  the  animal  waa  then  in  a  condition  to  move 
a  colourless  oily  fluid,  of  a  most  offensive  as  well  as  ever — ^it  recovered  completely, 
odour,  and  very  distressing  to  the  lungs.  The  same  experiment  tried  upon  another 
Ita  taste  ia  sharp  and  burning  \  it  is  lighter  rabbit  prodooed  much  less  decided  and  re- 
than  water,  and  is  composed  of  carbon,  hy-  markable  effects;  the  animal  was  at  first  ex* 
drogen,  and  oxygen :  it  bums  with  a  very  tremely  lively,  and  ran  about,  indeed,  but 
brilUant  frame.  A  few  drops  of  liquid  albu«  shewed  no  symptoms  of  stnpefiustion. 
men  being  thrown  into  Fusel  oil,  a  gelati-  Two  dndims  of  the  Fusel  oil  were  now 
nous  mass  separates,  and  feUs  to  the  lK»ttom  thrown  into  the  stomach  of  a  very  huge 
of  the  vessel ;  a  few  drops  of  milk  thrown  rabbit.  The  first  symptoms  of  its  affecting 
into  it,  fall  aa  a  white  ooagalum.  Applied  the  economy  appeared  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  afterwards ;  the  animal  ahowed  aigna  of 
bowels  of  a  rabbit  just  lolled,  the  cylinder  great  restlessness,  and  moved  hither  and 
epithelium  of  the  small  intestines  appears  to  thither,  but  could  always  sit  erect.  In 
mix  with  difficulty  with  the  Fusel  oil,  and  twenty  minutes  it  stretched  its  fore  legs  out, 
forms  an  adhesive  mass,  which,  under  the  and  sunk  its  head  upon  them ;  it  made  no 
microscope,  is  seen  to  consist  of  extremely  motion,  when  I  seised  it  by  the  ears*  whidi 
minute  globnlea.  The  teaselated  epithelium  I  felt,  aa  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  very 
of  the  stomach  appears  to  comport  itself  in  hot;  tiie  pulsations  of  the  heart  were  ex- 
the  same  way.  In  the  experiments,  the  dose  tremely  rapid,  and  scarcely  to  be  counted; 
of  poison,  (5J.,  ij.,  iv.,  and  viij.)  was  thrown  the  respirations,  on  the  oontrary,  were  deep 
into  the  stomach  of  the  animal  by  means  of  and  slow;  the  breaUi  smelt  distinctly  of 
a  syringe  and  elastic  catheter.  Fusel  oil.  The  animal  now  atretched  itself 
1st  Experiment  A  grey  rabbit,  of  mid-  out,  and  seemed  to  have  no  power  of  raising 
dling  size,  had  ^.  of  Fuael  oil  thrown  into  its  head ;  and  so  it  hiy  for  four  boors,  sp- 
its stomach.  Immediately,  and  for  a  short  psrently  vrithout  sensation  and  motion,  the 
time  afterwards,  the  animal  became  ex-  pupils  dilated,  the  breathing  heavy,  and  the 
tremely  lively,  and  ran  rapidly  about,  strik-  pulse  rapid.  Something  Uke  convulsive 
ing  itself,  however,  agamst  objects  in  its  motions  now  appeared;  but,  by  and  by, 
way,  without  appearing  to  observe  them,  the  creature  recovered  the  power  of  sitting 
The  pulsations  of  the  hesrt  before  the  injee-  up,  snd  next  of  moving  at  will.  In  the 
tlon  were  132  in  the  minute ;  hslf  an  hour  ni|^  it  was  seised  with  pratly  smart 
later,  the  number  could  not  be  reckoned,  diarrhoea,  llie  animal  is  now  quite  wdl. 
About  ten  minutes  sfter  the  animal  had  had  llie  next  experiaaent  was  tried  upon  a 
the  Fusel  oil,  it  became  depressed,  could  not  lively  white  rabbit,  of  middling  sise,  with 
stand  erect,  and  ML  upon  its  side,  hi  an  at-  jij.  of  the  l^isel  oil.  It  soon  i£ewed  every 
tempt  to  walk,  so  that  I  thought  death  waa  symptom  of  intoxication,  to  which  soc- 
immineot.    The  animal  lay  apparently  with-  oaeded  great  depression:  the  anfanal  could 


PARACENTESIS  THORACIS  SUCCESSFUL.  431 

not  niie  its  bead,  tbe  pnlMtionf  of  the  heart,  conld  be  ramored  with  a  touch.  There  were, 
and  the  breathing,  which  had  been  increased,  besides,  extravasations  of  blood  discovered, 
at  first  became  slower,  and  the  latter  la-  which  proceeded  from  the  Teasels  of  the 
boarrd.  The  animal  lay  for  an  boor  and  tnnica  vascolosa.  Fusel  oil,  however,  is  also 
a  half  without  motion  or  sensation ;  the  re-  absorbed  into  the  system ;  a  fact  proclaimed 
apiration  becoming  slower  and  slower,  and  by  the  smell  of  the  breath ;  and  it  is  pro- 
mote and  more  difficult.  The  breathing  bable  that  in  smaller  qomntities  the  poisoA 
then  ceased,  and  the  animal  died  ;  the  papU  produces  intoxication,  and  its  other  ra- 
being  mnch  contracted.  On  laying  open  markable  effects,  through  tbe  medium  of  the 
the  abdomen  five  hours  and  a  half  titer  blood. — Da.  EnwAao  Furst,  of  Berlin,  in 
death,  an  intense  odour  of  Fusel  oil  was  lfeiffciiiwcA«Ztftftm^,  JVb.  23muf  24, 1844. 

perceptible.    The  stomach  waa  not  altered 

in  colour  externally  ;   it  waa  rather  white 

and  bloodless,  than  otherwise.    The  food  in  PARENCENTESIS  THORACIS 

the  stomach  was  covered  with  a  thick  layer  SUCCESSFUL, 

of  mucus.     In  the  fundus  of  the  stomach  .            ,-             .         i.  j  l       i        mi 

then  ms  extr«««tion  of  Wood,  of  .  d»k  ^  "»• »/  y~f  of  age,  h.d  beea  Iodk  Ul,  at 

bro«n  colour »  thU  d»k  bro«n  matter  bo.  J,*"  »?fo™«d,  when  I  wu  •»">»on<>d.  to 

fag  «»,pod  off  -ith  the  h»dle  of  the  «al.  J^jHtS^  JXJ^J^J^^^ 

pd.  th.  white  .orf.ee  of   tbe  epitheUam  "JlteSta^h  iSf  JS^  ^  ^ 

Wu  expoMd.  beiet  with  fm.U  brownidi  red  SV^?  *'l'  '^^  '^?^  ""f'  *? 

--:->.   -k:.i.  _^.»..»^  ♦«  »k.  h,-!^  »~.  •*•*•>  "■»  breath.      On  examiniiiK  but  I 

pomto.  which  pn«t"t«»  to  Ae  t>i^  P™-  found  the  left  fdde  of  the  thorailrwrtlr  en- 

pna,   from  which  the  eztravaiated  blood  •">"'""""»»■»«■«'«"  luc  utui«»  gi^»Mj  =» 

appeared  to  h.»e  flowed ;  the  tunic  propria  JJ'TI*"!'?^*'*  •^,  I"^'  ^r'l'^lZ 

iuS^wa.  bloodlen,  «id  in  part.  .3ft  ud  ^™^  *•  ?*f^  T^'       JST^ 

pulpy.    The  duodenum.  «,d  upper  part  of  '^'  *«  boy  had  had  an  attuk  orobably  of 

L%«nnm.  were  reddened,  and  Mled  with  pl«>«>-P^pn««>noma,  which  Uh  to  it«lf. 

a  white  mu^.  made  up  fa  great  part  of  ^^  '»••«• »  *f^r//°**j  7^71"^ 

cylinder  epitheial  oelta;   the  bUddw  waa  L'!f™«^^i***^  "^^  "^^ '  ^  '^•"■ 

^pty.    iL  right  mde  Sf  the  impregnated  TJ^^"^-      "T      -'^T»„'T!I: 

:EsSr'tS:^St:dcl:pl3utu:;  r^j^'^'rS^t  r^'*r^- 

though  they  nram  ap<ln  water"    In  a  fifth  J^*""  ~°*^  f""?**'.-*^  ^t  ^a 

experiment,  fa  which  5iy.  of  FumI  oU  were  IT^^^"^  ^  expectoration  Kanty  and 

threwn  fat<^  the  atom^h  of  a  large  rebbit.  ^-     2}°  K*1^  T-  "°il?"       I 

O.  animal  did  not  remafa  more  th«i  ten  *^'  *«*»•   hectic  hany  bjen  meuitime 

mfautea  able  to  keep  itMlf  erect,  and  fa  ten  ??  'P;  '  ''i»«  qnjntity of  matterflowfag att 

minute,  more  it  aioned  inioinble  to  any  *^.  ^Vk  ^^  ^  'i?"^,*"  !»  ?f ' 
kfad  of  rtimulu.  applied  exteniidly ;  tbe  r^  '»"oh  the  ^tient  waj^madf  accustomed  to 
apiretion  became  bLured,  and  the  animal  "P"  K*^^^  farfitatjng  the  to- 
died  withfa  an  boor.  When  Saa.  of  the  Fu-  «*«fg«.h«»'ght«nd  greater  rebef.  About 
ael  oil  waa  injected,  tbe  animtl  did  not  Uve  "" '"^  *^*  ^  ""^  *"  "'*"?*'  '  "T 
more  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  and  when  «>Mff  o°  of  »«tter  b^  to  point,  which 
S.  waa  u«!d.  it  died  fa  four  mfautea.  The  f"*^  °°'  ^  diacharged  by  theold  opemng. 
^  experii^t  tried  upon  a  dog,  3...  be-  ^  '"  ^'^'T^  /^ff^  ^^  ^^^ 
Ing  the  q^tity  uwd  up«S^a  yoan|,  ^d  not  «?it«B8  ag,un  in  thte  new  Mtuabon.  after 

»Jjy  laie  «SnJ.  prS?ced'th2*;ame  de-  J^f  *^,  "P*™'  "^^i^^^J^ 

atrictiTe  eJecte  fa  L  conrwi  of  rix  hour..  t^^J'^J^'^  ^^TZ^^-  W 

From  the  whole  of  the  eiperimente.  it  ap-  £«"•  »"*  «»ntin"«l  «>  «"  "  ''^'"'•.^ 

per.  that  FukI  oil  ia  a  tone  ooiaon  •  m  ^*°  S"^"'^!  '>«g«n  *o  dimimui.      The 

imldler  do«.  U  affecte  the  aenJbrfam  fa  .  Pf^*  recorered  M.  anpetite  nnder  Oe  m» 

remarkable  way.      It  ia  highly  atimulatfag  SLl'S^""^"?^^^' ^iT      ""iS 

m  first,  and  faducea  a  atate  dmilar  to  thiU  "^  to  perfect  health,  and  ha.  remuned 

faduced  by  Joohol;  it  then  dep»a«»  rig.  ^S.'ISiJSIir'^^^n  fsii'™"' 

nally,  and  throw*  the  animal  fato  a  kind  of   '"'*  ■^wimy.  Wo.  30.  1844. 

sopor.     Fusel  oil  affects  the  stomach  im-  ~~~                                                           ' 

mediately,  and  the  rest  of  tbe  system  by  UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 

sympathy;  the  great  rapidity  of  its  action  doctok  ov  msdicimb,  1844. 

■eems  to  vouch  for  this :  the  action  of  the 

poiMm  would  be  alower,  had  it  first  to  be  ^^^*  DiviHon. 

laken  up  in  the  blood.     Tbe  epithelium,  E.  Ballard,  University  College. 

and  tbe  entire  mucous  membrane   of  tbe  J.  H.  Browne,  Guy's  HoepitaJ. 

stomach  and  bowels,  were  found  destroyed;  J.  J.  Davies,  London  Hospital. 

and  tbe  tunica  propria  so  affected,  that  it  T.  Inman,  King'a  College. 
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MORTALITY  or  thb  METROPOLIS. 

Deathe  from  all  eamtee  registered  in  tha 
week  ending  Saturday,  Dec.  14. 

All  Causes 1901 

Spbcivibd  Causes 1196 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagioui)  Diseases,  296  \  among 
which,  of— 

dmall  Frtx IS 

Measles  iS 

Scarlatina  47 

Hooping  Cough  96 

Croup 19 

Thmsb    9 

Diarrhoea   10 

Dysentery 9 

Cholera   0 

Inflaenia.... 4 

Typhns    98 

IL— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 
of  uneerCain  or  variable  Seat  106 ; 
among  which,  ot— 

Inflammation 0 

Dropsy SS 

Scrofala 9 

Cancer 9 

Atrophy 14 

DebiUty  17 

SnddenDeaths 90 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  156;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus 99 

Apoplexy 96 

Paralyais 91 

Convulsions  SO 

Insanity  0 

Delirium  Tremens  9 

rV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Ornas  td  Respiration,  444 ; 
among  which,  of 

Aeumonia 14S 

Hydrotborax. 19 

Asthma  65 

Phthisis  or  Consumption  ....  14S 

Diseases  of  the  Langs,  ftc. ...  96 

T.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessds  49 
YI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  78 } 
among  wuch,  of— 

Teething 16 

Gastritis 1 

Enteritis 16 

Tabes  6 

Hernia 9 

Disease  of  Stomach,  fcc 6 

Disease  of  Liver,  frc 16 

VIL— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  6tc S 

VIIL-Childbirtb,  Diseases  of  the  Uterus, 
Sec.  10 :  among  which,  of— 

ChUdbifth 7 

Disesse  of  Utenis 1 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,  Sec 11 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  kc  0 

XI.-OkdA|(e 78 

XII.— Violence.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance  I  [86 
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CAS£S   TREATED    IN  THE    WEST-  lips  came  to  the  conclarion  that  the  attack 

MINSTER  HOSPITAL  ^^  probably  of  an  hysterical  character. 

«  «  o  H®  directed  that  the  bowels  should  be 

By  Bbni amin  Phillips,  F.R.S.  stinmhtted  by  irritant  injections,  and  that  a 

Assistant  Sixinieon.  large  dose  of  Calomel  should  be  got  upon  the 

^_____^  tongue. 

r     -  T          m.           r  AM.    r Jnly26th. — Enema  Terebinthinc  statim. 

Loci  Jaw.-Tumor  qf  the  Jam.  Hydr«K.  Chloridi,  gr. -.j. 

Louisa  Russell,  aged  eighteen,  was  ad-  On  the  evening  of  the  day  after  the  action 

mitted  into  the  Westminster  Hospital,  July  of  the  enema,  and  about  thirty-two  hours 

25th,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  White.      She  after  the  development  of  the  trismus,  she  fell 

was  a  housemaid,  and  the  account  she  gave  asleep,  and  when  next  seen  by  the  house- 

of  the  attack  was,  that  while  eating  of  a  surgeon  the  jaw  was  relaxed.      Soon  after 

mutton  chop  with  her  tea,  she  suddenly  felt  this  she  awoke,  and  then  the  trismus  was 

great  stiffness  about  the  mouth  and  throat,  reproduced,  but  by  morning  it  had  yielded 

and  a  sensation  as  if  a  portion  of  the  meat  again. 

was  wedged  in  the  throat.    After  some  ef-  27th. — At  the  hour  of  visit,  the  spasm  is 

forts  to  relieve  herself,  she  proceeded  to  the  less  marked  than  it  was  yesterday.    The 

Hospital,  complaining  principally  of  the  in-  musdes  of  the  jaw  are  less  tense,  the  mouth 

convenience  in  the  throat.    The  honse-sur-  can  be  opened  sufficiently  to  allow  of  the 

geon  desired  her  to   open  her  mouth   to  tongue  b^ng  protruded :  the  muscles  of  the 

enable  him  to  make  the  necessary  examma-  pharynx  are  less  rigid,  and  the  tension  of  those 

tion,  when  he  discovered  that  the  jaw  was  at  the  back  is  much  abated.      The  pulse 

closely  locked.    An  Enema  of  Opium  and  is  82. 

Assafoetida  was  administered,  and  the  next  The  bowels  have  acted  freely,   but  the 

day  she  was  seen  by  Mr.  Phillips.  evacuations  have  been  offensive ;    there  is 

Her  state  at  that  time  was  described  in  less  distension  and  tympanitis, 

the  following  terms.    The  patient,  a  very  j-q  i^ve  another  Turpentine  Enema,  and 

healthy  young  woman,  has  the  jaw  firmly  to  take  5j.  doses  of  Tinct.  Valer.  Am- 

elosed,  the  muscles  about  the  pharynx  rigid,  mxm 

!I!™w  "  w  ^\l^  *^  """•  T!;  "Sf  28th.-The  trismus  has  eatirdy  ceased  5 

S^^^i  PT^  '  1     •  "PT'°5  ^  ^  during  the  last  t-enty-four  hours,  howeyer 

spiration  natural ;  the  abdomen  is  tense  and  j.  .'    ci.     •  ^      r 

tympanitic,  but  tiiere  is  no  tenderness  at  '^^  *^'"PP?^1:  ^**\"  ST  ^JT" 

liyVoint.     Shestatesthatshehasnohead-  f/  Bpasmodic  wtion,  but  there  is  stiU  a 

acherthat  she  has  never  been  ill,  that  she  ^*^«»  °^  ^"^  abdomen, 

has  never  experienced  any  hysterical  feel-  To  teke  Hydrarg.   Chlor.  gr.  ij. ;    Pil. 

ings,  or  cramp ;   that  the  menstrual  ftmc-  Q^h,   Co.   gr.  v.   at  bed-time ;    and 

tions  have  been  discharged  with  regularity,  ■»  aperient  draught  in  the  morning, 

but  that  the  bowels  have  always  been  slug-  From  this  time  she  was  convalescent, 

gish.    There  was  no  wound  on  the  surface,  30th. — She  complained  of  soreness  in  the 

and  she  could  not  recollect  that  she  had  re-  throat  low  down  ;   a  sensation  as  if  some* 

oeived  any  injury  of  any  kind,  and  there  was  thing  were  lodged  there.     Nothing  could  be 

no  mentid  disquiet.     After  a  very  carefn*  discerned,  but  on  several  occasions  a  little 

examination  of  the  circumstanoes,  Mr.  Phil-  grumou^  matter  was  spit  up. 

892.— XXX?.  a  D 
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She  remained  in  the  hospital  until  that  the  spasm  was  completely  relaxed,  but  after 

inconvenience  disappeared,  and  her  bowels  that  there  were  two  slight  relapses, 

had  been   got   into  a  less   sluggish    state ;  It  was  suggested  by  Mr.  White,  that  from 

when  she  was  dbcharged,  cured.  the  mode  in  which  the  spasm  occurred,  there 

might  have  been  some  jar  or  strain  upon  the 

Remarks. — ^When  Mr.  Phillips  saw  the  pterygoid,   or   some  other  muscles  of  the 

case,  he  conceived  it  to  be  hysterical ;  the  jaw,   so  as  to  produce  cramp.     Of  course 

treatment  was  based  on  that  opinion,  and  such  a  thing  may  be  possible,  but  although 

the  result  seemed  to  justify  the  conclusion.  such  jars  must  be  common,  we  are  not  aware 

The  absence  of  any  injury,  of  mental  dis-  of  any  case  which  acknowledges  such  a  cause, 

comfort,  or  exposure  to  cold,  and  the  sad-  There  was  no  reason  to  think,  either,  that  she 

denness  and  completeness  of  the  lock  jaw,  suffered  from  worms,  which  have  been  by 

together  with  the  age  of  the  patient,  deter-  some  persons  regarded  as  occasional  causes  of 

mined  the  opinion ;   at  the  same  time  there  tetanus  ;  afld  beyond  what  has  been  stated, 

was  no  clear  evidence  of  any  previous  hys-  there  was  no  circumstance  present  to  throw 

terical  condition,  and  the  general  health  was  any  additional  light  upon  the  cause  of  the 

apparently  very  good  ;  the  uterine  functions  attack, 
were  regularly  performed.     The  occurrence 

of  lock  jaw  in  the  absence  of  a  wound,  or  Mary  B.,  set.  24,  a  widow,  was  admitted 

other  injury,  is  comparatively  rare,  bat  so  under  the  care  of  Mr.  White,  July  16,1844, 

varied  and  singular  are  the  features  of  hys-  with  a  tumor  of  the  lower  jaw  extending 

teria,   that  there  is    scarcely  any    disease  through  the  space  whirh  had  been  occupied 

which  it  may  not  simulate.      Mr.  Phillips  by  the  bicuspid  and  two  molar  teeth  of  the 

mentioned  a  case  which  he  observed  some  right  side. 

years  ago,  where  amaurosis  of  the  left  eye  She  states,  that  about  three  years  ago,  she 
occurred  as  a  consequence  of  an  injury  to  suffered  very  much  from  what  she  supposed 
the  left  radial  nerve  ;  it  persisted  for  several  to  be  toothache,  and  that  three  teeth  had 
weeks,  and  then  suddenly  vanished.  He  been  remove^  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
also  mentioned  a  case  which  occurred  to  him  relief.  Still  the  pain  continued.  After  a 
a  week  or  two  previous  to  the  preceding  time,  however,  it  gradually  abated.  About 
case,  and  which  he  believed  to  be  hysterical,  a  year  after  the  extraction  of  the  teeth  she 
A  young  woman  who  on  the  previous  night  first  became  sensible  of  a  swelling  of  the 
had  taken  a  colocynth  pill,  went  to  the  jaw  ;  it  slowly  increased  without  much  pain, 
water  closet,  where  she  remained  long  except  at  night,  when  she  was  often  kept 
enough  to  cause  alarm.  Calls  at  the  door  awake  by  its  severity, 
were  unheeded,  and  it  was  forcibly  opened,  A  variety  of  remedies  had  been  used  for 
when  she  was  found  leaning  back  insen-  the  purpose  of  checking  its  increase,  but 
sible.  She  was  immediately  removed  to  a  without  effect,  when  she  was  told  that  the 
bed  ;  salvolatile  was  administered,  and  a  only  thing  that  could  be  done  for  her  was  to 
certain  amount  of  consciousness  returned,  remove  so  much  of  the  jaw  as  was  implicated 
She  evidently  comprehended  all  that  was  in  the  disease.  After  this  she  was  admitted 
f>aid  to  her,  and  attempted  to  answer  ques-  into  the  Winchester  Hospital ;  but  after  a 
tions,  but  all  her  efforts  ended  in  the  utter-  time  discharged  without  relief.  On  ex  ami* 
ance  of  inarticulate  sounds,  although  she  nation  after  her  admission  into  the  West- 
could  project  the  tongue  in  a  right  line,  minster  Hospital,  a  tumor  was  found  extend- 
After  many  such  attempts  she  became  a  ing  from  the  canine  tooth  backward  as  far  as 
good  deal  distressed,  and  a  paroxysm  of  cry-  the  last  molar,  and  projecting  towards  the 
ing  followed.  Upon  further  examination  it  cheek  externally,  and  slightly  pushing  aside 
was  discovered  that  there  was  complete  dex-  the  tongue  internally.  'Die  tumor  gives  her 
tral  hemiplegia.  It  was  treated  as  hysteria ;  very  little  uneasiness  during  the  day,  but  it 
mustard  was  applied  to  the  epigastrium,  and  is  painful  at  night.  Her  general  health  is 
drastic  purgatives,  with  antispasmodics,  were  good,  and  she  is  very  willing  to  submit  to 
exhibited  internally.  Within  two  hours  she  any  means  of  relief  that  may  be  recom- 
could  use  the  right  leg  ;   within  four  hours  mended. 

speech  was  restored ;  but  the  natural  func-  A  consultation  was  held  upon  her  case, 

tions  of  the  hand  were  not  restored  for  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  only  plan  of 

more  than  a  week.     It  is  possible,  of  course,  treatment  whidi  promised  success  was  to  re- 

that  the  preceding  case  was  something  more  move  so  much  of  the  jaw  as  was  implicated 

than  hysteria.    The  mode  of  its  occurrence  in  the  disease. 

might  lead  to  such  a  conclusion ;   but  the  On   the  Saturday  after  her    admission, 

result  seems  to  lead  to  the  impression  that  Mr.  Phillips  proceeded  to  operate  in  the 

the  original  view  of  the  case  was  correct.  following  way.     An  incision  was  made  from 

With   respect   to   the  case  of  lock-jaw,  the  angle  of  the  mouth  to  the  inferior  border 

thirty •  two  hours  had  scarcely  elapsed  before  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  terminating  about  an 
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inch  from  the  aymphisifl.    Another  incision  SOME  OBSERVATIONS 

extended  along  the  inferior  border  of  the  on  the 
jaw,  from  a  line  in  Aront  of  the  faoial  artery, 

to  form  a  junction  with  the  first  incision.  MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY.  CLIMATE. 

The  flap  was  turned  back  and  retained  by  an  AND  DISEASES.  OF  THE  BIGHTS 

asJBistant.    The  soft  parts  were  then   cut  qF  BENIN  AND  BIAFRA. 

through  to  the  bone  at  the  two  points  upon  .            ^               Africa 

which  the  saw  was  to  be  appUcd^  ^"^^  ^^^^^  °'  Africa. 

A  very  ingenious  circular  saw  was  used  to  By  W.  F.  D anibll. 

cut  through  the  bone ;  what  remained  was  ^^^^  ^,  ^^  ^^  cj,i,      ^^  g^    ^^  ^j 

broken  down  by  the  forceps,  and  the  piece.  EDgiand.  tic. 
which  included  the  entire  thickness  of  the 

jaw.  was  removed  without  difficulty.    The  (^^  '*«  Medical  Gazette.) 

flap  was  then  laid  down  and  secured  by  a  x«,p/«ir  tk  eiav  ical  ^(unt^  UAarmy  &9€xph 

nngle  point,  but  the  wound  was  not  de-  ^aryi^crjcciv.— •innoK.  ir«pl  Aia/nif,  fi, 
nnitiTcly  brought  together  till  the  erenmg. 

There  was  not  much  hnmorrhage.  and  the  When  we  refer  to  the  annals  of  his- 

patient  bore  the  operation  well.  It  occupied  tory,  we  find  that  the  Portuguese  and 

about  five  minutes  in  the  performance.    The  Spaniards  were  from  a  very  early  period 

sutures  were  removed  on  the  third  day.  with  familiarly  acquainted  witn  the  greater 

the  exception  of  one ;  the  greater  part  of  portion  of  the  western  coast  of  Africa, 

the  wound  being  united.    The  only  part  ia  They  appear  to  have  been  uniformly 

which  adhesion  had  not  token  place  was  a  actuated  by  the  narrow-minded  policy 

smaU  point  near  the  nmsseter  muscle.    The  ^f  ^te  adventurers  of  that  age,  and  in- 

case  did  ve^  weU.  uid  at  the  expiration  of  ^^^  of  much  later  ages;  they  neglected 

SIX  weeks  the  patient  left  the  hospitol  weU,  ^^  precaution  whereby  they  milht  se- 

with  scarcely  any  appearance  of  deformity,  J^  .     themselves  the   rich   field  of 

and  able  to  masUcate  soft  substances.    The  ^"^^  ^®  tnemseives  ine  ncn  neia  oi 

space  between  the  cut  extremities  of  the  J^T^?'^^J  ^^^*^^  "^^  ^^T  ^'^/^y^^ 

bones  seemed  to  have  lessened  a  good  deal  ^  their  adminng  gaze,  and  used  every 

■inoe  the  operation,  and  there  was  a  dense  means  to  exclude  other  nations  from 

substance  developed  between  them.  partaking  in  its  vaned  resources.    A 

few  years,  however,  must  have  demon- 

Rbicabks. — ^The  appearance  of  the  tumor  Btrated  the  fallacy  of  these  expecta- 
in  this  case,  as  well  as  the  history,  induced  tions,  for  we  find  in  the  year  1553,  re- 
Mr.  Phillips  to  regard  this  as  a  case  of  cords  of  an  Englishman,  of  the  name  of 
epulis.  The  oniy  point  calculated  to  cause  Wyndham,  trading  in  the  Rio  Formosa 
any  doubt  of  its  nature  was  the  very  regular  for  pepper,  and  other  indigenous  pro- 
ftuiform  character  of  the  enlargement.  The  ductions,  in  conjunction  with  a  vessel 
softparts.howcvcr.wereunaffectcd.andthcre  belonging  to  the  Portuguese.  From 
did  not  appear  to  be  any  thmg  to  miUtote  t^is  period,  British  influence  may  be 
againstthe  operation.  It  was  therefore  per.  g^j^  ^^  j^ave  gradually  extended  itself 
formed,  and  was  well  borne  by  the  patient.  ^^  Babefof  petty  kingdoms  that 
L\^:Lrj^ei.^^f  Z  i^r  J^d  the  shoresof  Uern  A^i^^^^ 
long.wasremoved.Uponcxammationitpre.  J^e  Gambia  to  the  eauator,  and  from 
seated  a  oentnl  softe^g.  and  a  good  deal  ^ence  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  the 
of  the  character  of  osteo-sarooma.  supremacy,  trade,  and  prospects  of  ear- 

The  case  did  remarkably  weU.  and  by  the  ^ler  discoverers,  waning  rai>idly  under 

fifth  week  a  tolerably  dense  fibrous  mass  the  influence  of  successful  rivalry.  ^ 

connected  the  cut  portions  together,  and  A  glance  at  the  mercantile  relations 

enabled  her  at  that  early  period  to  masticate  of  Great  Britain  with  this  portion  of 

soft  substances.  Africa,  will  shew  how  extensive  and 

An  opportunity  was  presented  for  examin-  important  the  connexion  has  become, 

ing  a  jaw  from  which  Mr.  Phillips  had  re-  especially  since  the  commencement  of 

moved  a  simUar  piece  of  bone  two  years  the  present  century.     Were  it  not  for 

before.    The  patient  was  between  fifty  and  the  fetal  insalubrity  of  climate,  so  de- 

rixty.  uid  the  connecting  medium  appeared  gtructive  to  the  European  constitution, 

^  5S    J"^*  If  i!2**"^       J    He  could  ^hg^  lifg  .g  jjQ^  forfeited  at  once,  it  is 

masticate  the  b«dest  food,  and  could  even  i^p^ggible  to  say  what  extent  our  com- 

craoK  a  nut  on  cnac  nae.  mercial  intercourse  would  have  acquired 

with  the  inland  regions  of  the  vast  con- 

■~"^  tinent  of  Africa,  which  lie  at  this  mo- 
ment unexplored  and  unknown.    The 
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rivers  which  empty  themseWes  in  the  may  contribute  to  the  benefit  of  those 

Bights  of  Benin  and  Biafra  neverthe-  who  are  obliged  to  visit  the  coast  of 

less  receive  from  sixty  to  seventy  ves>  Africa.     I  shall  also   enter  at  some 

sels  of  considerable  burden  annually,  length  into  the  host  of  pestilential  dis- 

which  employ  several  hundred  seamen,  eases  which  there  prevail,  and  which 

and,  carrying  out  freights  of  the  ma-  prove  at  periods  far  beyond  the  control 

nufactures  of  this  country,  return  with  and  best  efforts  of  human  skill.    Had 

cargoes  of  palm  oil,  ivory,  dye-woods,  it  not  been  for  the  confidence  inspired 

andother  articles  of  price.  by  a  practice  successful  in  the  great 

Although  this  portion  of  the  coast  of  majority    of    cases,    my   inclinations 

Africa  is  so  much  frequented,  and  so  would  nave  prompted  me  to  let  the 

large  a  quantity  of  its  produce  is  trans-  subject  fall  into  other    hands   more 

mitted  year  after  year  to  English  ports,  competent  to  discharge  what  I  believe 

it  is  surprising  how  little  information  to  be  an  imperative  duty, 
we  have  relative  to  its  topography,  sea-        In  referring  to  the  publications  which 

sons,  capabilities,  natural  productions,  have  appeared  during  my  absence  from 

inhabitants,  &c.    This,  however,  may  England,  I   accidentally  met  with  a 

in  some  measure  be  owing  to  the  indi-  senes  of  papers  on  the  fevers  of  the 

viduals  who  visit  that  country  being  Gambia  and  Sierra  Leone ;  since  my 

rarely  possessed  of  the  kind  of  educa-  return  I  have  also  perused  the  work  of 

tion  which   he  who  travels  into  new  Mr.  Boyle,  which  I  had  not  done  pre- 

and  little   known    regions    ought   to  viously.    The  papers  on  fever  by  Dr. 

have,  and  partly  also  because  it  is  not  Burton,   communicated   in    the    Pro- 

always  held  prudent  among   trading  vincial  Medical  Journal  for  1842,  cer- 

communities  to  promulgate  information  tainly    afford    the    most  correct  and 

which  mi^ht  possibly  conjure  up  a  host  comprehensive  delineation  of  the  affec- 

of  competitors.    And  then  it  is  certain  tions  endemical  to  our  African  colo- 

that  in  many  instances  those  who  were  nies ;   and  many  of  his  views  are  in 

most  competent  to  give    information  perfect  accordance  with  my  own,  while 

upon  the  countries  of  Central  Africa  others    are   greatly  at  variance.     Of 

have  been  the  victims  of  its  unhealthy  course,  considerable  allowance   must 

climate.  be  made  for  differences  of  situation. 

It  is  much  to  be  regp-etted  that  the  geological  distinctions,  and  the  circum- 
causes  of  the  insalubrity  of  Western  stances  under  which  he  has  studied 
Africa,  and  the  pathology  of  its  mala-  African  fever.  Circumstances  dways 
dies,  should  be  so  imperfectly  under-  essentially  modify  the  characters  of 
stood  at  the  present  time,  since  the  tropical  diseases.  It  may  be  also  ne- 
preservation  of  life  ought  surely,  above  cessary  to  state,  that  although  a  re- 
all  others,  to  have  been  made  the  sub-  markable  coincidence  frequently  occurs 
ject  of  most  serious  consideration.  in  the  mode  of  treatment  between  Dr. 

During  my  residence  in  several  of  Barton  and  myself,  yet  I  was    tho- 

the  rivers  wnich  form  what  is  termed  roughly    convinced,    from     practical 

the   delta   of  the   Niger,  and  when  experience  several   years    before   the 

anxiously  engaged  in  my  professional  appearance  of  his  sentiments,  that  the 

duties,  I  have  often  painfully  felt  the  means  I  had  adopted  were  the  most 

necessiiv  of  a  work  of  reference  which  efficacious  that  could  be  used.    More 

might  throw  some  light  on  the  disor-  recently,  and  since  the  preceding  pas- 

ders  that  were  endemical  in  those  dis-  sages  were  written,  the  Aledical  Reports 

tricts ,  but  I  must  confess  that  I  have  of   the    Niger    Expedition,    by    Drs. 

found  nothing  to  aid  my  investigations  M* William  and  Pntchett,  have  been 

on  this  important  subject.    This^hiatus  published. 

I  have  now  essayed  to  fill  up  by  the  few        Although  the  diseases  which  prevail 

succeeding  hasty  and,  I  fear,  imperfect  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa  may  be 

sketches.     I  am  fuUv  aware  of   the  considered  as  but  few  in  number  when 

deficienciesthatmust  almost  necessarily  placed  in  contrast  with  the  more  va- 

be  apparent  in  them,  but  I  trust  that  ried  and  comprehensive  series  of  Eu- 

the  motives  which  have  led   me  to  ropean    maladies,    yet  they   are   not 

come  before  the  profession  will  plead  the    less    entitled   to    our    attentive 

in  some  degree  for  all  imperfections  of  consideration  :    in    point    of  interest 

style  that  may  appear,  and  that  the  there  is,  perhaps,  no  class  of  morbid 

facts  and  observations  I  have  to  ofier  affections  te  which  the  human  frame 
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18  liable  which  demands  gpreater  atten-  archbishop  :  at  Parma,  and  at  Modenn, 
tion,  or  requires  a  more  stadious  in-  a  Grand-Master :  such  are  the  autho- 
vestigation,  than  those  of  which  I  am  rities  which  bind  the  universities  in 
about  to  treat.  At  present,  little  pro-  Italy  to  the  government.  Being  purely 
gress  has  been  made  m  the  ample  neld  moral  or  political,  they  offer,  in  this 
of  pathological  science  presented  by  respect,  a  great  difference  with  the 
the  African  continent ;  it  is  only  re-  Royal  Council  of  Public  Instruction  in 
cently  that  the  few  works  which  pro-  France,  which  is  composed  of  men 
fess  to  allude  to  the  subject  have  ap-  purely  special :  their  office,  as  stated 
peared,  and  they,  like  all  rudi mental  in  the  ancient  and  modem  regulations, 
treatises,  afford  but  very  partial  general  consists,  as  is  expressed  in  those  of 
summaries,  the  principal  object  pro-  Turin,  in  taking  care  that  nothing  is 
posed  being  usually  little  more  than  a  publicly  taught  but  sound  doctrines, 
meacre  description  of  those  diseases  not  opposed  to  religion,  to  the  rights  of 
which  are  prevalent  in  our  colonial  the  King,  or  of  the  Crown  :  hence  with 
settlements  in  the  higher  latitudes  of  them  rests  the  appointment  of  pro- 
ihJH  continent ;  the  lower,  or  equatorial  fessors  and  the  direction  of  the  studies, 
division  of  the  coast,  being  left  entirely  Primary,  secondary,  and  superior  in- 
un investigated.  st ruction — all  is  dependent  upon  them. 
Experience  has  already  demonstrated  The  members  of  these  institutions  have 
the  fact  that  of  all  those  tropical  never  themselves  belonged  to  the  pro- 
countries  visited  by  Europeans,  Africa  fessorate ;  not  one  of  them  is  a  theolo- 
18  that  which  is  most  deadly.  The  gian,  jurisconsult,  physician,  or  mathe- 
humidity  of  its  atmosphere,  and  the  matician,  in  the  strict  acceptation  of 
high  rane^e'of  temperature,  conjoined  the  term*. 

apparently  with  exnalations  due  to  the  At  Genoa  and  Turin,  the  chief  presi- 
decoDi position  of  vegetable  matter,  dent  of  the  reform  may  be  truly  re- 
conspire  to  render  it  singularly  inimi-  garded  as  the  minister  of  public  in- 
cal  to  European  constitutions^  and  to  struction.  He  receives  his  orders  di- 
make  it  the  theatre  of  a  class  of  dis-  rectly  from  the  King  ;  these  are  trans- 
eases  differing  from  any  that  have  been  mitted  by  brevet,  by  letters  patent,  or 
observed  in  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  viva  voce :  in  the  two  former  instances, 
[To  be  continued.]  they  are  countersigned  by  the  minister 

of  the  interior.    In  other  parts  of  Italy 

NOTICE  the  President  of  the  Commission  of 

OF  Instruction  works  with  the  head  of  the 

THE  MEDICAL  ORGANIZATION,  state ;  but  as  the  President  (a  worthy 

STUDIES,  &c.  IN  ITALY.  representative  of  the  commission  itself) 

r»    V          TV  does  not  possess   special   knowledge 

By  Edwin  Lee,  Esa.  sufficient    to    consider    the  wants  of 

(Fbr  the  Medical  GazeiteJ  instruction  in  a  practical  point  of  view, 

[Continued  flrom  p.  852.]  these  are  for  a  long  time  passed  over, 

jj.  ."""".. .  or  badly  understood  j   the  position  of 

Univernties,  ^j^g  professors  does  not  appear  to  be 

Considered  in  an  abstract  point  of  sufficiently  elevated  for  them  to  be 

view,  each   university  presenU  itself  called  to  take  part  in  the  direction  of 

to  the  observer  under  a  twofold  aspect^  matters  of  which  they  ought  to  be  the 

as  an  academical  body  charged  to  watch  legitimate  judges.    The  members  of 

over  the  progress  of  science,  and  as  an     — — — 

instructing  body  occupied  in  diffusing  i.'dJSli'SJ^.^S^'^  i&JSfi:.!? K*S 

Knowledge  according  as  the  populations  Naples,  where  the  JanU  of  Public  Initrnction 

are  adapted  to  receive  it.     At  Genoa,  ^f*  "?*  merely  tbe  mission  of  saperlntendence 

and  »t  Turin    a  Bimr#>mA  i^iro/*! i/^n  ri  °i  P^^Uc  morale,  but  has  the  care  and  direction 

ana  ai  lunn,  a  supreme  Oirection  or  ©f  the  studies,  and  proposes  to  Government  the 

pubuc  instruction,  termed  Magittrature  reanisite  reformations  or  alterations  of  the  course 

della  riforma  :   in  Tuscany,  a  coUege  ?™Sf?^*j;?;Jl! JPS'SS" JSf^         JJ"?"" 

«f   Tfc^J»^-«      :^    T  ^-.u  -J               A    P  Mnonj  the  professors  of  the  different  faculties, 

ot    Uoctors :    m  Lombardy,  an  Aulic  those  beinnr  preferred  who  are  diBtinjpiished  by 

Councillor,  directly  commissioned  from  talent,  probity,  lonjf  experience,  and  public  ap- 

the  Governor  of  Vienna :  at  Rome,  the  JSSi^.  feSS.i'rpVicSrrSShSr 

Aacra  congregazione  degh  studi^  with  maticums,  and  «/r«ralJ,  and  cannot  be  liable  to 

an    Arch-Chancellor  at  its  head:   at  Ji»e  *biwes  indicated  by  M.  <^mb«  ;bcinr.  in 

xr««i^«   -  T      *              -J  J              »-  ft^ct,  very  analoirous  to  the  French  Council  of 

Naples,  a  Junta,  presided  over  by  an  pafiilc  instruction. 
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the  Grand  Council  of  Studies  belong   titionera  left  the  city  on  the  invasion 
to  the  higher  orders  of  society*.     A    of  the  cholera. 

name  is  reqpired  for  them,  rather  than  The  divisions  generally  adopted  in 
talent  and  experience.  What  has  been  instruction  are,  anatomy,  physiology, 
said  of  the  directing  principle  of  the  pathology,  practical  meaicine,  surgery, 
Italian  universities  is  applicable  in  materia  meoica,  medical  jurisprudence, 
great  measure  to  their  purel^r  pro-  and  hygiene ;  to  which  are  added,  as 
fessional  character,  which  varies  in  accessory,  chemistry,  medical  phvsics, 
different  countries ;  for  although  each  natural  history,  and  pharmacoIo|;y ; 
university  usually  comprises  tour  di-  thus  forming  twelve  professorships, 
visions,  viz.  theology,  law,  medicine.  In  Italy  this  number  is  in  some  places 
and  the  belles  lettres,  there  are  some  greater ;  in  others  it  is  less :  tnus  in 
(as  at  Favia)  in  which  the  first  of  these  Piedmont  and  in  Tuscany  the  faculty 
faculties  is  not  joined  to  the  other  of  medicine  has  only  ten  professor- 
three,  inasmuch  as  in  Lombardy  the  ships ;  in  Rome  and  Bologna  there  are 
political  is  separated  from  the  religious    eleven ;  fifteen  at  Favia ;  and  eip^hteen 

Eowers  in  some  respects :  on  the  other  at  Naples.  At  Florence  and  Fisa  de- 
and,  at  Genoa,  Modena,  Rome,  the  scriptive  anatomy  is  subdivided  into 
Catholic  authority  and  instruction  pre-  human  and  comparative  anatomy ;  and 
dominate ;  while  in  Tuscany,  the  dif-  at  Favia  microscopic  anatomy  is  added, 
ferent  branches  of  the  healing  art  have  In  the  latter  city,  as  also  at  Naples, 
an  evident  supremacy.  In  the  Uni-  theoretical  and  practical  ophthalmology 
versity  of  Genoa  the  faculty  of  medi-  are  joined  to  surgery.  In  the  faculties 
cine  and  surc^ry  ranks  after  the  facul-  of  the  Austrian  states,  and  in  Tuscany, 
ties  of  theology  and  jurisprudence ;  the  principles  of  the  veterinary  art  are 
its  doctors,  masters,  members  of  col-  taught.  Here,  likewise,  is  a  professor 
leges,  or  professors,  hold  a  subordi-  for  the  history  of  medicine, 
nate  position  in  society.  Restricted  In  many  towns  of  Italy  there  are 
within  the  limits  of  their  humble  and  secondary  schools  of  medicine,  but 
but  little  lucrative  condition,  none  are  they  have  not  the  same  degree  of  im- 
called  to  fill  public  offices  unless  im-  portance  as  in  France,  and  their  courses 
mediately  within  their  speciality.  It  of  instruction  are  very  circumscribed, 
was  regarded  as  a  circumstance  without  In  some  parts,  more  especially  in  Tus- 
precedent,anda8aphenomenon,thatDr.  cany,  the  theoretical  studies  are  sepa- 
Scassi,  who  was  prefet  of  Savona  under  rated  from  the  practical.  The  exami- 
the  empire,  should  have  obtained,  in  nations  take  place  at  Fisa  and  at 
1814,  the  title  of  count,  and  should  Sienna,  where  the  title  of  Doctor  is 
have  been  appointed  syndic  of  the  city  conferred ;  but  the  cliniques  are  at 
of  Genoa.  Florence,  and  these  must  be  followed 

Is  it  sufficiently  known  what  are  the  two  years  before  the  exerceai  is  granted, 
results  of  this  state  of  things,  and  the  Lectures  on  other  branches  are  also 
consequences  of  the  low  estimation  in  given  at  Florence,  as  well  as  the  clini- 
which  an  entire  class  of  the  population  cal  courses  in  the  hospital  of  Santa 
is  held  ?    Is  it  not  perceived  tnat  this    Maria  Nuova. 

class  isolates  itself  from  the  rest,  and  Of  the  different  examinations  re- 
that  all  its  habits  and  acts  form  a  con-  quired  in  a  faculty  of  medicine  in 
tinual  protest  ?  Thus,  when  an  extra-  Italy,  one  alone  is  public ;  viz.  that  of 
ordinary  danger  presents  itself,  or  when  the  discussion  on  the  thesis,  to  which 
it  becomes  a  question  to  make  head  the*same  form  is  given  as  in  the  French 
against  a  common  enemy,  or  one  of  schools,  except  at  Bologna,  at  Rome, 
those  circumstances  occurs  in  which  and  at  Modena,  where  it  consists  in  a 
honour  alone  can  retain  men  at  their  simple  pro^amme  of  questions  with- 
post — ^as  a  disastrous  epidemic,  a  pesti-  out  any  dissertation.  All  the  other 
lentialfever— the  physicians  will  refuse  trials  teke  place  with  closed  doors, 
to  join  themselves  to  those  who  would  before  four  examiners  and  a  president, 
not  admit  them  within  the  pale  of  who  has  the  casting  vote,  but  does  not 
social  fraternity.  For  this  reason  the  exatnine.  Each  professor  examines 
greater  number  of  the  Genoese  prac-    upon  the  subject-matter  of  his  course, 

_^^____ the    questions   being   drawn   by  the 

secretary.     The    examination    takes 
*  This  is  not  the  case  at  Naples.  place  in  the  Latin  language.     Each 
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examination  lasts  three  hours ;  at  the  names  in  these  departments ;  whereas 
expiration  of  which  the  candidate  re-  in  Italy  these  form  rare  exceptions  to 
tires  previous  to  the  formality  of  ad-  the  generality,  Hence  in  all  the 
mission  or  rejection ;  to  decide  upon  courses  of  chemistry  beyond  the  Alps, 
which  each  examiner  has  three  balls,  the  names  of  Thenard  and  Orfila  are 
a  white,  a  red,  and  a  black  one.  The  frequently  heard ;  their  works  form 
first  represents  three  favourable  points,  the  text-books  of  the  classes,  and  are 
the  second  two,  the  black  ball  signifies  in  all  the  libraries,  and  their  busts 
only  a  negative  vote.  Ten  points  are  adorn  many  laboratories.  The  names 
required  wr  the  admission  of  the  can-  of  Gay-Lussac,  Prevost,  and  Dumas, 
didate.  If  the  number  be  less  than  may  also  be  cited,  though  their  books 
this,  his  rejection  is  pronounced :  this  are  restricted  to  a  more  limited  circle 
frequently  occurs,  and  the  rejected  stu-  of  readers.  Orfila  is  almost  exclu- 
dent  is  adjourned  (aggiornato)  for  a  sively  quoted  in  toxicology.  In  bo- 
year.  In  Piedmont  a  second  rejection  tany,  the  names  of  Linnseus,  Jussieu, 
incapacitates  the  candidate  from  again  Decandolle,  and  Mirbel,  are  those  most 
presenting  himself  for  examination.  freouently  cited. 

At   Genoa  the  circumstances    con-  With  respect  to  surgery,  the  supe- 

nected  with  the  admission  to  the  doc-  riority  of  France  is  also  not  to  be  con- 

torate  deserve  to  be  noticed.  ttasted  ;    Sabatier,  Beyer,  l/upuytren. 

The  candidate  receives  a  series  of  Delpech,  Velpeau,  Roche,  and  Sanson, 

Questions,  which  he  is  not  required  to  witn  several  others,  constitute  the  or- 
evelope,  but  contents  himself  with  di nary  guides  of  Italian  students.  The 
studying  and  meditating  upon  them,  same  also  holds  good  in  great  measure 
in  order  to  maintain  them  on  a  fixed  with  regard  to  obstetrics, 
day  before  the  doctors  of  the  college  In  medicine,  properly  so  called,  a 
chare^d  with  the  augmentation,  as  contrary  tendency  is  observed-  The 
also  before  an  unlimited  number  of  the  influence  of  the  different  French  schools, 
professors,  who,  however,  take  no  part  and  of  the  systems  of  their  chiefs,  is 
m  the  discussion,  but  have  the  right  of  less  experienced.  The  predominating 
voting.  The  candidate  is  considered  principles  are  derived  from  Germany, 
as  the  representative  of  the  doctrines  except  in  those  instances  where  they 
in  which  he  has  been  instructed,  and  originate  from  Italuins.  Thus,  physi- 
is  accompanied  by  his  master,  who  is  ology  has  derived  a  great  impulsion 
termed  the  promoforf,  and  assists  in  the  from  the  ideas  of  Galuni,  Tommasini, 
discussion,  taking  the  candidate  under  and  Medici :  thus  internal  patholog}*, 
his  patronage.  When  the  discussions  practical  medicine,  and  the  cliniques, 
areover,ana  the  candidate  is  admitted,  are  divided  into  two  parties;  in  the 
the  promotore  makes  an  oration  in  his  one,  the  study  of  the  works  of  Rasori 
praise,  reminds  him  of  the  duties,  and,  and  Tommasini  ar€  recommended,  and 
investing  him  with  the  emblems  of  his  their  doctrinal  supremacy  is  extol- 
new  condition,  reads  to  him  the  form  led ;  in  the  other,  the  ancients  are 
of  the  required  oath,  which  the  new  the  only  models  for  imitation ;  as  Bag- 
doctor  repeats  upon  his  knees.  The  livi,  Sydenham,  Torti,  Stoll,  &c. :  and 
faculty  of^  Montpelier  proceeded  much  nearer  to  our  own  times,  the  German 
in  the  same  manner  before  1830;  and  celebrities,  with  P.  Frank,  (formerly 
notwithstanding  the  criticisms  of  the  professor  at  Pavia)  at  their  head ;  G. 
fromoiore^  this  imposing  ceremony,  it  Frank,  his  son,  Hartmann,Hildebrand, 
18  asserted,  exercised  great  influence  on  Raimann,  and  lastly,  the  best  known 
the  future  career  of  many  individuals,  among  the  Italian  physicians  of  the 
A  glance  at  the  names  of  the  authors  present  day,  Buffalini,  and  Paccinotti. 
of  the  works  recommended  to  Italian  The  organical  classifications, as  adopted 
students  may  serve  as  a  means  of  esti-  a  few  years  aeo  in  France,  are  not 
mating  the  condition  of  medical  doc-  reproduced  in  Uie  public  lectures ;  An- 
trines  in  this  country.  In  the  acces-  dral  is  the  French  pathologist  most  in 
sory  sciences  and  surgery,  there  are  repute  among  the  Italians;  in  fact,  his 
but  few  authors  of  note  in  Italy ;  not  doctrines  serve  as  an  intermedium  be- 
but  that  there  are  celebrated  chemists,  tween  the  pure  vitalists  and  the  ana- 
naturalists,  and  surgeons,  but  in  this  tomo-pathologists— -joining  that  which 
respectltaly  is  much  inferior  to  France,  was  to  that  which  is.  Foreigners, 
which    abounds    with    distinguished  however,  are  apt  to  Call  into  a  great 
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error,  in  regarding  as  the  sole  repre*  of  the  faculties  are  but  little  esteemed 

sentatives  of  French  medicine  one  or  in  the  world — at  least  as  such.  InPied- 

two  celebrated  names,  and  in  thinking  mont,  the   professorship    is  acquired 

that  this  is  entirely  restricted  to  Paris,  without  competition ;  the  king  appoints 

Doubtless  the  greater  number  of  works  an  individual  on  the  presentation  of 

relating  to  the  healing  art  are  accu-  the  supreme  delegation  of  the  studies, 

mulatea  most  easily  in  the  capital,  by  which   may  afterwards    displace  the 

the  fact  of  its  being  the  point  of  scien-  person  whom  it  has  caused  to  be  nomi- 

tific  centralization ;   but  these  works  nated ;  no  guarantee  is  previously  given 

are  far  from  being  homogeneous ;  and  to  the  proKssors,  no  legal  protection  is 

what  a  vast  difference,  for  instance,  assured  to  them;    they  exist  entirely 

separates  MM.  Bouillaud,  Bisseau,  and  dependent  upon  the  good  pleasure  of 

Andral,  on  the  one  hand,  from  MM.  others,  without  any  resource  againat 

Chomel,  Cayol,  and  Recamier,  on  the  injustice.     Such    a  position  is  more 

other.    In  other  parts  there  are  like-  painful,  more  precanous,  and  uncer- 

wise  to  be  found  acute  and  faithful  ob-  tain,  than  that  which  is  said  to  have 

servers,  as  also  powerful  minds,  pro-  been  the  lot  of  public  functionaries  in 

found  generalizers,  bavins  each  their  France  at  the  time  of  the  great  revo- 

peculiar  individuality.      In  the  same  lution. 

sense  perhaps  it  might  be  said  that  The  following  is  the  mode  in  which 

Rasori  represented  Italian  medicine.  professors   are    nominated    in    Lom- 

The  most  ancient  trace  of  the  orga-  bardy  : — 

nisation  of  universities  in  Italy  is  to  When  a  chair  beccMnes  vacant  the 

be  found  in  the  denomination  of  the  Austrian  governor  is   informed  of  it, 

different  grades.    Thus,  at  Pavia,  that  Immediately  the  Prolo-medico  of  Vi- 

type  of  the  ancient  universitiep,  a  man  enna  transmits  a   series  of  questions, 

who  possesses  the  title  of  rector,  rector  which  are  placed  beneath  the  eyes  of 

magnificus,  has  the  direction  of  the  the  candidates.     When  these  are  an- 

studies,  and  the  superintendence  of  the  swered  with  all  the  precautions  indi- 

fersonel.    The  same  rank  also  exists  cated  by  the  concours,  isolation,  sur- 

m  Piedmont,  and  is  directly  conferred  veillance,  a  fixed  period,  &c.,  they  are 

by  the  king:   at  Rome  a  rector  is  ap-  sent  to  the  university  (Pavia, or  Padua) 

pointed  by  a  delegation  of  the  college  where  the  vacancy  does  not  exist,  with 

of  consistorial  advocates,  and  is  con-  an  epigraph,   or   other   conventional 

firmed  by  the  pope,   whereas  at  Na-  sign  attacned  to  each  memoir,  in  order 

pies  this  office  is  about  to  be  super-  that  the  author  may  remain  unknown 

seded  by  that  of  the  President  of  the  to  the  judges,  who  pronounce  their 

Central  Commission;  and  at  Parma,  decision   on  the  memoirs,  and  class 

there  are  substituted  for  it  four  Priori,  them  according  to  their  merit :    the 

each  having  the  superintendence  of  a  names  of  the  three   first  candidates 

faculty.    In  Tuscany,  after  the  Prince,  thus  recommended  are  submitted  for 

there  exists  a  sub-intendent,  a  purely  the  royal  sanction,  and  there  is  not  an 

administrative  functionary,  who  is  re-  instance  of  the  person  whose   supe- 

presented  at  the  head  of  the  different  riority  has  been  declared  by  the  uni- 

faculties  by  a  Prepotto^  who  is  usually  versity  decision  not  obtaining  the  va- 

selected,  like  the  rectors,  from  the  pro-  cant  post. 

fessors,  who,  however,  take  no  part  in  The  salary  of  professors  in  the  schools 

Ids  election.    He  holds  the  omce  for  of  medicine  in  Italy  varies  greatly.   In 

one  or  two  years,  as  in  Lombardy,  some  faculties  it  amounts  to  upwards  of 

where  there  are,  besides,  an  Academical  5000  francs,  whereas  in  others  it  is  not 

Councillor,  the  Director  of  the  Studies,  more  than  500  or  600.    In  Pavia,  the 

the  Deans  of  the  Faculties,  after  whom  thVee  professors  of  clinical  medicine, 

come  the  Professors.  clinical  surgery,  and  general  patho- 

It  may  be  boldly  affirmed,  that,  in  logy,  receive  each  5000  francs  a  year; 

general,  Italy  has  not  bestowed  upon  the  professors  of  obstetrics,  chemistry, 

these  latter  any  of  those  honours  for-  special   therapeutics,   ophthalmology, 

merly  so  prodigally  lavished  upon  her  human  anatomv,  and  physiolo^,  have 

poets,  painters,  musicians,  ana  sculp-  4600  francs ;  those  of  natural  nistoi^ 

tors;  abased  almost  to  the  rank  of  sim-  or   of    medical    jurisprudence,   3900 

pie  handicrafts,  regarded  as  men  who  francs ;  those  of  botany,  and  the  veteri- 

make  a  trade  of  science,  the  members  nary  art,  2600.    At  Genoa  the  profes- 
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sore  of  medicine  and  surgery  receive  a  faculty  has  a  substitute  attached  to  it 

fixed  salar]^  of  1333  francs;  a  sum  of  that  of  Jurisprudence  has,  however; 

600  francs  is  granted  in  addition  to  the  two ;  they  are^  elected  by  concoure,  and 

profedsora  of  clinical  medicine,  anatomy,  have  a  legal  right  to  the  first  chair  va- 

and  materia  medica,  for  the  ri^ht  of  cant  in  the  faculty  to  which  they  be- 

examination  ;    the   other    proiessors  long.     In  Naples,  each  professor  has 

have  somewhat  less  for  the  same  ri^ht.  his  substitute,  who  is  elected  by  means 

Each  professor  has  a  retiring  pension,  of  public  competition  (concours),  which 

after  fourteen  years'  service,  equivalent  is  as  severe  as  that  for  the  professor- 

to  half  his  salary;  this  is  increased  a  ship;  they  receive  some  compensation, 

fourteenth  every  year,  so  that  in  the  and  their  title  gives  them  the  prefe- 

twentieth  year  it  amounts  to  the  original  rence  in  the  concoure  for  the  office  of 

sum :  this  plan  has  the  advantage  that  professor.     In  some  places,   when  a 

when  an  individual  is  advanced  in  life  professor  cannot  continue  his  lectures, 

he  has  no  interest  in  occupying  a  post  intimation  of  the  circumstance  is  sent 

to  which  his  powers  may  be  uneoual.  to  the  substitute  by  the  Prefect  of  the 

At  Naples,  the  professore  of  all  the  Studies,  who  notifies  to  him  the  method 

faculties  nave  an  equal  salary ;  for  the  which  he  is  to  follow,  as  established 

first  year,  400  ducats  salary,  and  200  by  the  professor  whom  he  represents, 

gnratincation,   (total  2600  francs) ;   in  Thus  he  is  obliged  to  restrict  himself 

the  second  year  the  salary  is  increased  to  a  mere  repetition  of  the  text  of  ano- 

by  1 00  ducats :    the  directors  of  the  ther.     This  inferior  grade  of  the  in- 

clinics  and  of  the  cabinets  have  be-  structing  body  is  not  merely  established 

sides  400  ducats  a  year.  for  the  purpose  of  providing  against  an 

In  the  nnivereity   of  Naples  there  interruption   of  tne    courses,   but  is 

exists  a  dean  for  each  of  the  five  facul-  sometimes,  as  in   Piedmont,  and  in 

ties.    His  office  lasts  two  years.    The  Tuscany,  charged  with  the  examina- 

college  of  deans  consists  in  the  meeting  tions ;  and  this,  in  point  of  fact,  is  the 

of  the  whole  five,  for  the  purpose  of  proper  office  of  the  College  of  Doctors, 

proposing  improvements  in  tne  courses  who  are  analogous  in  some  respects  to 

of  instruction,  and  for  the  maintaining  the  agregit  of  the  French  faculty  ;  but 

the  discipline  and  general  regulations,  their  rights  are  more  restricted,   and 

This   college   examines  every    three  they  are  not  allowed  to  give  private 

months  whether  any  abuses  have  been  courses  of  lectures.    The  doctora  of  the 

introduced  into  any  part  of  the  service,  college  are  eighteen  in  number ;  twelve 

At  the  head  of  the  university  is  a  rec-  doctors  of  medicine,  and  six  doctora  in 

tor,  chosen  from  amon^  the  professore,  surgery.    The  possession  of  a  diploma, 

and  holding  the  appointment  for  two  and  a  certificate  of  two  years'  private 

yeara.    He  presides  over  the  college  of  practice,  are  the  conditions  which  give 

deans,  watches  that  the  professore  per-  a  claim  to  admission  as  a  doctor  ot  the 

form  their  duties,  prevents  and  rectifies  college ;  the  selection  from  the  claim- 

disordera,  is  present  at  examinations,  ants  depending  upon  the  other  titlet 

keeps  the  great  seal  of  the  university,  which  tney  may  possess — the  works 

which  he  represents  upon  public  occa-  they  have  published,  or  the  services 

sions,  convocates  the  faculties  for  the  which  they  have  rendered,  of  the  value 

examinations,  and  receives  the  oaths  of  which  the  supreme  deputation  of 

of  those  who  are  admitted  membere  of  studies  usually  pronounces  on  the  at- 

the  faculties.    He  is,  moreover,  bound  testation  and  warrant  of  the  professore. 

to  render  a  strict  account  of  the  uni-  In  some  instances,  however,  the  king, 

vereity  to  the  President  of  Public  In-  directlv  appoints  individuals  as  mem-^ 

strucUon.*  here  of  the  College ;  thus  Doctora  Vi- 

Professore  in  Italy,  when  absent,  or  viani,  Silvestri,  and  Campanella,  were 

from  other  causes  incapacitated  for  a  admitted  into  the  College  at   Genoa 

time  from  performing  their  duties,  are  as  a  compensation  for  their  services 

supplied  with  a  substitute,  who  in  Lom-  during  the  cholera, 
bardy  is  selected  by  the  professor  from        From  what  has  preceded,  it  may  be 

a  list  of  three  names,  and  the  nomina-  perceived  that  in  Italy  elections  in  the 

tion  is  confirmed  in  Vienna ;  the  office  instructing  bodies  are  determined  more 

being  held  for  a  year,  or  at  most  two  or  less  by  the  method  of  concoure.    At 

yeare.    In  the  Pontifical  States,  each  Naples,  the  archbishop,  in  his  project 

•  ProfesiordeReiuu*! notes.  of  reform,  has  proposed  a  new  combi- 
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nation  of  the  two  methods  (concours  judge  upon  the  respective  merits  were 

and  nomination) ;  viz.  the  opening  of  not  hy  their  position  guarded  from  the 

one  of  these  scientific  contests  in  all  influence  of  a  similar  seduction.  Those 

cases  in  which  the  estimation  of  the  accustomed  to  the  practice  of  teachings 

titles  of  a  candidate  would  not  evi-  heing  obliged  every  day  to    give  to 

dently  entitle  him  to  be  nominated  at  things  a  higher  value   than   that  of 

once.     In  every  other  case  a  marked  words,  are  readily  able  to  discern  in  a 

tendency  exists  for  the  adoption  of  this  candidate    the    groundwork  and    the 

mode  of  election  in  its  most  absolute  form ;  the  intimate  knowledge,  and  the 

sense.  manner ;  the  principal  and  the  acces- 

The  concours,  it  is  said,  prevents  the  sory.    Hence,  there  is  no  fear  of  their 

entrance  into  the  list  of  candidates  of  being  deceived,  because    none   better 

men  of  real  and  recognised  merit,  espe-  than    they    know     how    to    distin- 

cially  if  they  have  arrived  at  a  certain  fi;uish  between  the  readiness  in  speak- 

age,  because  such  would  not  enter  into  ing,  the  habit  of  expressing  without 

a  contest  with    young  men    without  logic  or   synthetical  ideas,  from  the 

fixed  position  or  reputation,  and  who  ready  eloquence  which   is  the  conse- 

have  nothin|^  to  lose  by  failure.  quence  of^a  good  method  of  philoso- 

To  proclaim  the  concours  as  a  per-  phising. 

feet  institution  is  to  accord  it  a  merit  It  would,  however,  be  wrong  to  un- 

which  no  one  would  grant  it ;   conse-  dervalue  the  power  of  language,  as  re- 

quently  one  need  not  be  surprised  that  gards  teaching :  here,  it  is  not  sufficient 

its  warmest  partisans  admit  the  abuses  to  know,  but  it  is  likewise  requisite  to 

which  may  accompany  it;    and   the  be  able  to  explain  the  ideas,  and  to  di- 

valid  grounds  of  some  objections,  as,  vulge  the  knowledge  acquired  in  the 

for  instance,  that  above  cited ;  but,  on  silence  of  the  closet ;  and  now  can  the 

the  other  hand,  what  advantages  does  it  best  informed  fulfil  this  condition,  if 

not  present?     Foremost  among  these  he  does  not  possess  the  full  gift  of 

advantages    may   be    mentioned   the  speech  P    This  likewise  applies  to  the 

consecration  of  the  principle  of  e(jua-  precious   faculty   of   expressing  one's 

lity  before  the  law,  which  principle  thoughts   with  the  pen;    a  professor 

has  its  application  in  the  present  in-  should  possess  some  of  the  qualities  of 

stance  by  the  admission  of  all  those  the  literary  man : — the  phrase  of  Buf- 

who  possess  a  diploma ;    each  indi-  fon,  the  style  shews  the  man,  is  specially 

vidua! in  this  manner,  alone, and  with-  applicable  to  him;  the  written  proofs 

out  any  other  protection  than  his  per-  of   the  concours  indicate  beforehand 

sonal  merit,   without  any  other  sup-  the  form  which  the  professor  would 

port  than  the  confidence  which  a  well-  give  to  his  lectures,  at  the  same  time 

followed  course  of  studies  supplies,  has  that  they  supply  a  manifest  evidence 

afforded  to  him   the    opportunity    of  of  his  intelligence  and  erudition.    All 

coming  before  the  public,  and  making  these  advantages  are  united  on   the 

himself  known  ;  whereas,  if  this  oppor-  occasion  of  the  thesis,  which  is  also  a 

tunity  were  lost,  he  would  have  re-  solemn    circumstance    in    which   the 

mained  unknown  and  lost  among  the  candidate  shows  himself  in  the  fulness 

crowd.    On  the  other  hand,  the  trials  of  his  individuality,  and  in  which  is 

should  impose  the  obligations  of  ex-  revealed  his  mode  of  thinking,  speak- 

hibiting  spontaneity  or  erudition,  which  ing,  and  writing, 

two  fold  end  is  obtained  by  means  of  There  only  remains  to  reply  to  the 

improvised  discourses  and   writings.*  objection  that  youth  may  deter  those 

It  may  be  said  that  a  facility  of  Ian-  of  maturer  &^e   from  offering  them- 

guage,   (that  sort  of  prestige  which  selves ;  that  rising  talent  may  eclipse 

cannot  be  sufficiently  guardea  against)  merit  in  its  force  and  power.    These 

would  often  enable  ignorant  but  au-  assertions  are  partly  true ;  hence  they 

dacious  presumption  to  silence    and  must  be  taken  into  consideration,  but 

eclipse  modest  and  timid    erudition :  as  exceptions,    and  only  because  in 

and  this  reproach  might  be  allowed  to  every  case  the  exception  confirms  the 

be  just,  if  the  persons  called  upon  to  rule. 

•  The  author  hai  not  sufBciently  reflated  that  ^^  will  be  readily  understood  that 

this  kind  of  trial  does  not  well  resolve  the  prob-  some  scientific  and  celebrated  cnarac- 

lem,  whether  the  candidate  makea  an  exhibition  (grs  would  not  risk  themselves  in  the 

eSSiaior."*'^''  ^'  ^'  *«o.rtof^e.-iVo/e  ./  honourable,  but  always  difficult  trial. 
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..f .. ,|,„.  -nj rmmr thfmTf'— *    turn  fkuodicai.  MATr»AiiO!<  aj5»  bs- 

*' iT  nSt*  abo  be  remembered  that  PROTED  TO  BB 

eminent  men,  these  excepliooal  per-  rn 

sons,  are  prodoced  mneh  more  eaafly  prdIART  CONDITION  TO  THEIR 

when  they  already  belong  to  pobhc  PROPAGATION, 

instniction :  the  proiesaonhip,  m  pro-  «    -^  »  w  ii»^a«^ 

corine  for  them  a  higher  repoUUon,  Bt  Tn.  L.  W.  Bischoff. 

imDiases  nnon  them  the  doty  of  in-  PnUHnroT  Medicine, and  Pirectorof  ge  nj- 


eieawd  knowledge,  and  greater  obliga-  ■»■»-«  

tions:  poWicitT  beeome*  at  the  same  ,  rs— -##* 

tuneaguaanteeandameaiisofema-        JV  tt<  «etor  «/!*«  Jfc*e^  Gm««*. 

latioa.  Sib, 

The  fidlowing  are  among  mevnfo-  -ccomuanTinjr  is  part  (abcmt  a 

ritkmsmade <m  the  anbject of  eJecUon.    J™,^^^^^  fj^  the  pen  of 

^^Sr^^Sr^^^^***  SSffio^fiSc^^of  Gie^en'Seof 

Pubhc  Instniction  at  «y«'7- Hciddbcre)  the  importance  of  which 

"Thetitle.in;rkt«^^^^  ^^^c^nmy  fiiSrecdptof  it  ftom 

«>r8hips  might  be  ihrecUy  «>nfe™J  SnrWend,theaithor.inthecommence- 

shaU  be-lsty  the  works^  ""^^JT  SLtofthepastsommer^dwhichlthen 

ductions  which  haire  been  receiT^  fa-  S™^XStentiontotninsUte.  Should 

vourably  by  the  pubhc.  or  ^VP^^f^  '^^  it.  importance  in  a  physiolo- 

some  celebrated  Academy ;  2d.  a  scr-  y^         medicb-legal  point  of  view  as 

vice  reUituig  to  instruction,  in  wluch  g^j""^  ^  led  to  £^  and  consider 

proof  has  been  given  of  knowledge  and  f '^^^j^™  the  Medical  GA«rrB. 

£eal;3rd,thetriaUofafoni^^^^^  l^Ke^p^ai7l«ure  in  f urn« 

cours  for  a  professorship  of  the  univcr.  *  ^^^  ^  remaming  portion, 

sity ;  4th.  Uterary  avocations  exercised  J<^  witn  inc  remam  j  pu. 

honourably  and  ably  m  the   pubhc  Your  obedient  servant, 

service.            ,    .    ^                       ..  Hknrt  Smith, 

"When  a  chair  bca>m«  vwant in  ,diawoftlieBoyiiCollmcrfSoi«aiii,«>d 

the  royal  university,  the  President  of  soi^eon  to  the  BoyJGciieni  DupeoMT. 

Public  Instruction  shall  announce,  by  ,7^  Henrietta  street,  Otvendish  Sqiwrc, 

means  of  advertiscmcnU  in  the  Jo^-  Dec.  m,  ism. 

nals,  and  at  the  Universi^,  tha*^«  Whoever  occupies  himself  with  the 

selection  is  about  to  be  made,  in  order  j^^,      ^^  jy^g  various  theories  of  KC- 

that  each  candidate  should  send  m  his  ^^^^^^^  m^gt    quicklv  perceive    the 

and   claims  within  the  given  f^^^^tion  of  most  of  ttc  errors  in  that 

i.««5««  KM.n  department  to  be,  and  to  have  been, 
f  names  havug  been  ^J^^ut  doubt,  a  want  of  acquamtance 
president,  and  the  com-  ^^  ^^^  primary  formative  material  for 
mission  chargied  to  tironouncc  upon  ^j^^  (utare  beiug,  the  ovum,  and  its  pre- 
their  moralitv,  shall  examine  the  g^jg^gnce  in  the  ovary,  entirely  ind^ 
claims  of  each,  according  to  the  pre-  -j^^^gn^  of  coitus  in  mammalia  and 
ccduig  regulation;  they  shJl  then  ^  -iiich  have  engaged  the  greatest 
make  a  list  of  those  who  are  eligible  to  ^y^  ^^  interest.  This  necessarily  in- 
be  presented  to  the  minister  and  to  the  ^^^^  ^  distinction  and  a  gap  of  sepa- 
king,  indicating  opposite  each  name  ^^^.^^  between  mammalia  and  man  on 
the  chief  reason  of  their  choice.  the  one  side,  and  the  rest  of  the  animal 

••  If  his  majesty  should  not  thmk  j^j^^om  on  the  other,  which,  indeed, 
proper  to  appoint  any  of  the  persons  ^  s  observers  endeavoured  to  repair 
proposed,  the  eoneonis  shall  be  opened,  ^^^  ■'^^j  .  ^^^^  the  importance  and 
to  which  the  proper  candidates  shall  be  ^g^j^agity  ©f  objective  information  pre- 
admitted/'  sented  themselves  with  such  force,  that 

(To  be  continued.]  for  this  very  reason  the  greatest  and  most 

illustrious  authorities  remained  in  doubt 
and  error.     There  are  probably  few 

subjecte  which  prove  the  dependence 

of  human  knowledge  upon  objccUve 
investigation  in  a  more  striking  man- 


name 


period, 
"  The  candidates' 
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ner  than  that  which  is  now  in  question.  On  the  other  hand,  in  reference  to 
FhilosopherSi  theologians,  doctors,  and  mammalia  and  man,  the  case  stood 
naturalists  of  every  country,  have  la-  ouite  different  With  respect  to  them, 
boured  to  overleap  this  little  deficiency  tne  formation  of  a  germ  was  quite  uni- 
of  the  objective  proof  of  the  ovum  in  versallyre^rded  as  the  result  of  coition; 
mammalia  and  man,  and  all  their  specu-  that  act,  in  their  case,  being  consi- 
lative  cogitation,  all  their  combinations  dered  not  only  to  have  the  design  of 
and  theories,  led  them  into  obscurity,  rendering  the  female  generative  matter 
All  the  world  became  firmly  convinced  capable  of  development,  but  also  of 
that  mammalia  and  man  formed  an  ex-  altogether  producing  it  for  the  first 
ception  to  the  tnode  of  development  of  time  (creating  it,  erti  hervarbrinpen,) 
the  rest  of  organized  beings,  and  to  the  This  opinion  was  of  course  chiefly 
conditions  to  which  they  are  subject.  based  upon  ignorance  of  the  existence 
We  observe  universally  with  respect  of  the  ^rnale  generative  material,  the 
to  other  animals  and  to  plants,  tnat,  ovum,  previously  to  coition, 
with  proportionately  very  few  excep-  So  stood  the  matter,  when,  after 
tions,  their  propagation  is  so  condi-  centuries  of  controversjr.  Von  Baer, 
tionated,  that  the  older  primitive  orga-  at  length,  in  1827,  discovered  the 
nisms  produce  certain  materials,  ova  ovarian  ovum  of  mammalia  and  man, 
and  fecundating  material,  from  the  re-  and  at  the  same  time,  in  its  unex- 
ciprocal  influence  of  which  upon  each  pected  minuteness,  the  cause  of  its  long 
otner,  the  germ,  endued  with  the  capa-  concealment.  I  have  always  felt 
city  of  development,  (entwickelungs-  astonished  that  this  discovery,  in  a 
fahig)  results.  At  the  same  time,  we  department  of  science  which  has  inter- 
further  observe,  as  an  universal  rule,  ested  mankind  in  all  ages  in  so  extraor- 
that  the  formation  and  coming  into  dinary  a  degree,didnotexcite  greater  and 
contact  of  these  two  generative  mate-  moreuniversa^attention.  Bysomeithas 
rials,  however  necessary  both  may  be  been  received,  by  some  denied,  taken 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  species,  are  no  cognizance  oi  by  others ;  and  only 
nevertheless  quite  independent  of,  and,  embryologists,  in  the  strictest  sense 
in  reference  to  each  otner,  for  the  most  of  the  word,  have  occupied  themselves 
part  quite  accidental.  The  ova  form,  with  it,  and  they  indeed  only  in  its  re- 
and  become  mature,  and  are  extruded  lation  to  the  development  of  the  em- 
from  the  maternal  organism  usually  at  bryo,  and  not  with  reference  to  the 
fixed  periods,  having  regularly  recur-  theory  of  generation  in  particular, 
ring  intervals,  quite  independently  of  This  theory,  which  had  so  often  been 
the  formation  and  maturation  of  the  erected  upon  an  hypothetical  ovum, 
fecundating  material  in  the  male,  which  was  so  firmly  based  as  even  to  suppress 
takes  place  either  in  like  manner  perio-  for  a  time  the  necessity  of  investigation 
dically,  or  even  continuously.  By  the  as  to  how  it  might  harmonize  with 
operation  of  accessory  circumstances  what  was  founded  on  fact,  after  that 
dependent  on  external  causes,  and  verv  matter  of  fact  became  known, 
which  may  either  arise  absolutely  from  Although  the  existence  of  the  ovum 
without,  and  be  entirely  accidental,  or  previous  to,  and  independently  of,  ail 
may  be  caused  by  certain  vital  pheno-  coition,  was  proved,  yet  coition  was  still 
mena  simultaneously  developed  in  some  held  to  be  the  sole  and  necessary  con- 
other  manner,  both  materialsare  brought  dition  to  the  maturation  and  extrusion 
into  connexion  with  each  other,  and  of  an  ovum  from  the  ovary;  and  all 
thereby  the  germs  rendered  capable  of  other  circumstances,  however  distinctly 
development.  Should  these  circum-  they  might  indicate  the  contrary,  were 
stances  not  come  into  operation,  or  considered  only  from  that  point  of  view, 
should  an  interruption  develop  itself  I, was  myself  so  much  influenced  by 
in  their  course,  the  generative  materials  this  theory,  as  to  be  led  blindly  bv  it  in 
mature  notwithstanding,  and  are  sepa-  the  course  of  my  previous  researches  on 
rated,  although  no  germs  capable  of  the  development  of  mammalia.  They 
development  result  therefrom.  Exam-  were,  it  is  true,  directed  more  particu- 
ples  of  this  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  larly  to  the  development  of  the  fecun- 
and  in  the  lower  classes  of  animals,  as  dated  ovum  ;  but  tne  process  of  fecun- 
well  as  in  fishes,  amphibia,  and  birds,  dation  was  an  essential  object  of  them, 
are  too  well  known  to  require  mention  and  as  I  availed  myself  of  a  knowledge 
here.  of  the  ovum,   I  certainly  succeeded 
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in  rectifying  and  throwing  light  upon  and  enters  the  fallopian  tube,  but  there 
several  points  which  my  nredecessors  proves  abortive,  (zu  grunde  gehi,)  The 
had  remained  nnucquainted  with.  Yet  relations  in  respect  to  time  in  this 
still  I  was  always  biassed  by  the  opi-  matter  may  vary,  although,  as  it  ap- 
nion,  that  the  passing  out  of  the  ovum  pears,  to  a  different,  but  yet  definite 
from  the  ovary,  the  first  condition  there-  extent  in  different  animals.  The  semi- 
fore  of  its  development,  must  have  in  nal  fluid  may  have  suflScient  time  to 
some  way  or  other  a  necessary  relation  reach  the  ovary  before  the  ovum  leaves 
to  copulation.  Like  all  mj  predecessors  it.  The  ovum  may,  however,  have 
I  sought  only  to  ascertain  at  what  pe-  already  quitted  it,  and  the  seminal  fluid 
riod  the  ovum  freed  itself  from  the  first  come  in  contact  with  it  in  the  fallo- 
ovary  after  the  first  act  of  coition  in  pian  tube.  The  influence  of  the  semen 
animals,  and  what  was  the  part  per-  must,  however,  always  be  exercised 
formed  at  the  same  time  by  the  seminal  within  the  tube,  in  order  to  produce 
fluid.  I  was  so  fortunate,  although  in  development  of  the  ovum,  which,  in- 
this  track,  as  to  decide  several  of  the  deed,  first  commences  its  evolution 
most  important  questions ;  I  furnished  wiihin  that  duct.  But  only  at  this 
proof,  that  the  male  fluid  comes  into  season  of  the  periodical  maturation  of 
material  contact  with  the  ovum,  and  the  ova  can  coition  have  fecundation 
found  by  indubitable  observations  that  for  its  result." 

the  seminal  fluid  penetrates  through  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  here 

the  uterus  and  fallopian  tube  up  to  the  to  adduce  proof  of  every  element  com* 

ovary.  Accordingly,  in  the  acceptation  prised  in  this  law,  inasmuch  as  many 

of  the  old  doctrine,  I  laid  down  the  of  them  stand  as  already  settled  and 

proposition,  that  the  fecundation  of  the  familiar  truths ;  but  I  shall  in  the  next 

ovum  of  mammalia  takes  place  upon  place  restrict  myself  especially  to  prov- 

the  ovary,  and  in   varjous  kinds  of*  ing,  that  at  the  time  of  heat,  the  ova 

animals  at  various  periods  after  copu-  in  mammalia  quit  the  ovary,  and  reach 

lation,  within  which  periods  the  seminal  the  fallopian  tube,  whether  copulation 

fluid  advances  up  to  the  ovary,  and  the  take  place  or  not,  and  whether  the 

ova  are  extruded  from  the  ovary.  semen  be  conducted  to  the  ovum  or 

Meanwhile,  from  continued  observa-  not.    Previously,  however,  I  would  add 

tions  and  researches,  I  have  now  ar-  the  following  observations, 

rived  at  the  conviction,  that  although  The  changes  in  the  female  ^nital 

the  facts  upon  which  I  based  that  pro-  organs  of   mammalia  at  the  time  of 

position  are  still  perfectly  correct,  yet  heat,  which  demonstrate  their  perio- 

that  nevertheless  it  by  no  means  com-  dically  increased  activity  at  thatseason, 

prebends  even  the  law  of  the  develop-  have  been  partially  known  a  lone  time, 

ment  of  mammalia  and  man,  but  that  I  may,  however,  mention  in  addition, 

this  latter  is  more  comprehensive,  and  that  Barry  and  I  both  have  drawn  at- 

completely  accords  with  the  law  go-  tention  to  the  changes  in  the  ovum 

verning  the  ^neration  of  all  organised  also  which  are  observable  at  this  pe- 

beings.    This  law  is  as  follows : —  riod,  which  may,  therefore,  be  regarded 

"  Soth  in  mammalia  and  in  man,  the  as  signs  of  its  maturity.  They  relate 
self-forming  ova  undergo,  in  the  ovaries  in  the  first  place  to  its  size.  The  most 
of  the  female  individuals,  a  periodical  mature  ova  are  at  the  same  time  always 
maturation,  quite  independently  of  the  thO'  largest,  which  fact  meanwhile  bears 
influence  of  the  male  beminal  fluid,  out  the  law  already  announced  by  Von 
At  this  period,  which  in  animals  is  Baer  and  Valentin,  and  confirmed  by 
usually  called '  the  heat,'  in  the  humart  me,  in  reference  to  the  individual  parts 
female,  '  menstruation,'  these  mature  of  the  ovum,  and  the  Graafian  vesicle, 
ova  disengage  themselves  from  the  vis.  that  the  contained  parts  are  always 
ovary,  and  are  extruded.  At  such  time,  relatively  smaller  than  the  containing, 
also,  the  sexual  impulse  manifests  it-  in  proportion  as  the  parts  are  more  ma- 
self  in  the  female  animal  only,  more  ture.  The  vitellus  is  most  full  and  most 
particularly  in  woman.  If  copulation  dense,  and  contains  most  vitelline  parti- 
take  place,  by  the  material  influence  cles,  in  mature  ova.  The  number  of  the 
of  the  semen  upon  the  ovum,  the  feoun-  larger  fat  globules  contained  in  it, 
dation  of  the  latter  results.  If  copula-  which  varies  much  in  different  animals, 
tion  do  not  take  place,  the  ovum  is  appears  to  decrease ;  and  on  the  con- 
nevertheless  extruded  from  the  ovary,  trary,  that  of  the  smaller  vitelline  gra- 
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nules  to  increase.  The  germinal  vesi-  that  on  the  2l8t  day  after  the  first  coitus 
cle  which,  in  the  immature,  is  situated  the  embryo  of  the  dog  is  not  yet  formed, 
more  in  the  centre  of  the  yolk,  is,  in  or  scarcely  in  its  first  rudiments,  yet 
the  mature  ovum,  found  quite  at  the  still,  if  received  to  be  correct,  there  is 
circumference,  and  sometimes  becomes  nothing  in  it  to  excite  astonishment, 
visible  there,  as  though  placed  in  a  The  semen  of  the  dog  penetrates  in  co- 
notch  of  the  yolk ;  I  have  seen  this  in  pulation  at  once  up  into  the  point  of 
dogs.  It  may  even  be  wanting  in  per-  the  uterus;  long  before  the  third  day 
fectly  mature  ova,  and  according  to  after  coitus  it  has  entered  the  fallopian 
some  observations  made  in  dogs,  it  tubes;  the  ova  also  have  already  left 
seemed  possible  that  the  disappearance  the  ovary  and  become  fecundated,  so 
of  the  nucleus  of  the  germmal  cell  that  the  tying  of  the  uterus  would  only 
takin^r  place  previous  to  that  of  the  prevent  the  sinkin^f  down  of  the  ova 
cell  itself,  denoted  the  complete  ma-  below  the  point  of  ligature :  all  the  rest 
tunty  of  the  ovum.  The  most  striking,  is  readily  explainable, 
and  most  easily  recognisable,  at  the  Haiehton  (Reil's  Archiv.  III.  p.  46), 
same  time  a  sure  si^  of  the  full  matu-  divided  the  fallopian  tube  in  a  great 
rity  of  the  ovum,  m  dogs  and  rabbits  many  rabbits,  both  with  and  without 
at  least,  is  afforded  by  the  change  un-  a  loss  of  substance,  and  sometimes  on 
dergone  by  the  cells  of  the  so-called  one,  sometimes  on  both  sides.  In  by  far 
discus  proligerus,  round  about  the  zona,  the  mater  number  of  instances  he  re- 
which  commence  to  extend  themselves  marked  a  complete  loss  of  sexual  im- 
into  fibres,  and  being  placed  upon  the  pulse  afterwards :  (probably  because 
zona  in  this  form  give  a  radiated  ap-  the  vessels  leading  to  the  ovaries  were 

fearance  to  the  entire  ovum.    Lastly,  also  divided,  whereby  the  maturation 

can  decidedly  assert  with  respect  to  and  development  of  the  ova,  and  with 

the  dog,  that  the  formation  of  tne  cor-  4hat  also  "  the  heat"  and  sexual  im- 

pus  luteum  in  the  form  of  granulation-  pulse,  were  arrested).    When  even  the 

like  excrescences   (den  granulationen  actofcopulation  was  permitted  by  some 

ahnliche  Wucherungen  (from  the  inner  of  them,  it  proved  ineffectual,  and  the 

surface  of  the  Graafian  vesicle,  com-  ovaries  had  in  most  instances  degene- 

mences  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  rated.  Coitus  and  conception,  however, 

latter,  and  the  extrusion  of  the  ovum,  took  place  in  three  instances  in  which  he 

and  may,  therefore,  also  be  considered  as  had  divided  the  fallopian  tube  on  one 

a  sign  of  perfect  maturity.  These  state-  side  onl^.    He  thence  concludes,  that 

ments  may  I  hope  serve  to  guide  others,  the  ovanes  mieht  become  aflfected  by 

in  deciding  the  question  in  any  given  the  stimulus  of  imprecation,  without 

instance,  as  to  whether  they  have  ma-  contact  with  the  seminal  fluid,  whilst 

ture  ova,  or  such  as  are  advancing  to  he  should  have  been  content  to  rest  on 

maturity,  before  them.  the  assertion  that   the  ova  quit  the 

A  repetition  of  the  experiments  made  ovary,  even  when  the  semen  cannot 
by  Nuck,  Haighton,Cruikshank,  Gross-  reach  the  latter.  In  one  rabbit,  in  which 
meyer,  Biundell,  and  Hausmann,  first,  he  had  divided  the  fallopian  tub^  on  one 
however,  convinced  me,  that  it  is  not  side  six  hours  after  coition,  he  subse- 
the  influence  of  the  semen  which  causes  fluently  found  corpora  lutea  on  both 
the  extrusion  of  the  matured  ova  from  sides,  but  ova  on  the  uniigured  side 
the  ovary:  it  may  not  be  altosetber  onljr.  This  may  also  be  easily  ex- 
unnecessary  to  quote  and  critically  ex-  plained ;  indeed,  in  two  ways.  In  the 
amine  the  results  of  those  experiments  nrst  place,  Barry  and  I  have  9een  the 
in  the  next  place.  semen  in  the  rabbit  upon  the  ovary 

Nuck  (Adenomphia  curiosa,  p.  69,  within  nine  and  ten  hours  after  coition, 

op.  omn.  Lugd.Bat.  1773)  putaliga-  It  is,   therefore,    quite  possible  that 

ture  round  the  left  comu  of  the  uterus  within  six  hours  it  might  naye  already 

of  a  bitch  three  days  after  coitus,  and  passed  the  point  of  ligature.    The  ova 

found,  twenty-one  days  after,  two  ova  consequently  miffht  nave  been  fecun- 

in  the  portion  of  the  uterus  above  the  dated,  and  a  tubu  gestation  have  been 

li^tnre,  but  none  below  it.    Although  produced.    If,  however,  this  view  be 

this  result  is  rendered  very  dubious  oy  not  received,  then,  in  the  second  place, 

his  addition,  "foetus  jam  consumtoset  the  mature  ova   may  have  been  ex- 

in  materiam  pene  purulentam  conversos  truded  on  that  side  on  which  the  semen 

fuisse,"  although  it  is  further  certain  could  not  reach  them,  but  there  proved 
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abortive  because  unfecun dated,  while  hours.    It  appears,  however,  that  the 

at  the  same  time  corpora  lutea  were  operation  had  excited  violent  inflam- 

formed  just  as  well  as  on  the  opposite  mation,  and  that  from  this  cause  the 

side.  ova  on  both  sides  had  aborted,  though, 

The  experiments  of  Grassmeyer  (De  on  the  right  side,  development  had 

Fecundatione  et  Conceptione  Human,  advanced  somewhat  farther  (Philoso- 

Dissert.  Gotting.  1789,  p.  48)  are  less  phical  Trans.  1797»  vol.  i.  Experiments 

to  be  relied  on,  and  no  conclusion  can  11  and  16.) 

be  drawn  from  them.     He  placed  a  li-  Blundell  (Medico-Chir.  Trans,  vol.  x. 

gature  round  the  fallopian  tube,  or  the  p.  264,  1819 ;  Meckel's  Archiv.  v.  p. 

uterus,  in  fourteen  rabbits ;  after  which  422 ;  Principles  and  Practice  of  Obste- 

simple  operation  only  two  survived, —  tricity,  Lono.  1824,  p.  60)  found,  after 

a  proof  tnat  the  operation  was  badly  division  of  one  comn  of  the  uterus  in 

conducted.    One  of  these  two  animals,  rabbits,  prior  to  and  after  coition,  ova 

in  which  he  had  tied  the  fallopian  tube,  only  in  tne  uninjured  comu,  but  cor- 

was  with  young  at  the  time  of  the  ope-  pora  lutea,  which  were  not  distinguish- 

ration,  and   in  consequence  aborted,  able  from  each  other,  on  both  sides. 

Four  days  afterwards  sexual  impulse  After  division  of  the  vagina,  ova  were 

was  ardently  exhibited,  and  the  act  of  never  found  in  the  uterus,  but  still  cor- 

coition  consiunmated.     On  killing  the  pora  lutea  in  the  ovaries.    At  the  same 

animal  fourteen  days  later,  he  found  the  time  he  remarked  an  insatiable  desire 

comua  of  the  uterus  in  some  parts  for  copulation  after  these  operations, 

somewhat  swollen,  but  no  ovum  and  Lastly,  Hausmann  (Ueber  die  Zeu- 

embryo,  and  likewise  nothing  worthy  gung[  des  wahren  weiblichen  Eies,  p. 

of  remark  in  the  ovaries.     In  the  ab-  93),  in  his  53d  experiment,  on  a  sow, 

dominal  cavity,  however,' he  found  hy-  in  which  he  had  removed  the  fimbriae 

datids,  which  he  looked  upon  as  some-  of  the  fallopian  tubes  from  contact  with 

thing    very    extraordinary,    although  tlie  ovaries,  saw  no  fecundation,  but 

Blumenbach  pointed  them  out  to  him  still  the  development  of  corpora  lutea 

as  being  such.    In  the  other  rabbit  the  followed.     A  second  experiment  (54), 

fallopian  tube  was  also  tied.     It  is  re-  in  which  he  did  the  same  with  only 

presented  as  having  become  impreff-  one  ovary,  is  not  to  be  relied  upon, 

nated  twenty-one  days  afterwards,  al-  The  following  are  the  experiments 

though  Grassmeyer  did  not  see  the  act  which  I  have  myself  made  in  reference 

of  coition ;  and  nine  days  subsequently  to  this  subject  :— 

found  no  change  whatever,  either  in  On  the  29th  of  January,    1842,  at 

the  ovaries  or  in  the  uterus.  half- past  8  a.m.,  I  permitted  a  rabbit  to 

Cruikshank  also   made  an  experi-  receive  the  male ;  tne  spermatozoa  were 

ment  bearing  on  this  point,  but  wnich  present  in  the  vagina  in  large  quan- 

was  without  result.    He  placed  a  liga-  tity.     At  half-past  2  p.m.,  after  six 

ture  around  the  left  fallopian  tube  of  a  hours  therefore,  I  opened  the  animal, 

rabbit,  close  to  the  uterus,  a  day  after  and  cut  out  its  right  ovarv  and  fallo- 

coitus.    After  fourteen  da^s  he  found  pian  tube ;  in  doing  whicti,  I  found 

the  uterus  of  the  right  side  without  that  this  was  one  of  those  rabbits  from 

embryo,  although  the  placenta  was  per-  which  I  had  removed  the  uterus  in  the 

ceptible,  and  nad  retrograded  in  the  previous  summer.    The  ovary  and  fal- 

process  of  formation ;  the  same  was  the  lopian  tube,  notwithstanding,  exhibited 

case  with  the  ovary.     On  the  left  side  all  the  signs  of  "  the  heat,"  were  in« 

was  no  sign  of  fecundation  in  the  ute-  jected  with  blood  and  turgid ;  several 

rus,  no  placenta,  the  tube  very  wide  Graafian  vesicles  were  much  swollen, 

and  soft,  the  ovaiy  twice  as  large  as  The  ciliary  motion  on  the  epithelium 

that  of  the  other  side,  red,  and  covered  of  the  tube  was  very  active ;  the  latter, 

with  coagulable  lymph.    In  the  fallo-  however,  naturally  enough,  contained 

pian  tube  was  seen  an  hydatid,  which  no  spermatozoa.     I  proceeded  to  exa- 

contained  a  clear  fluid,  but  no  embryo,  mine  the  four  largest  and  most  swollen 

In  addition  to  this  there  were  general  Graafian  vesicles,  and  found  them  still 

traces  of  peritonitis  and  exudation  in  closed,  with  an  ovum  in  each  one.  The 

the  abdominal  cavity.    In  this  instance,  cells  of  the  membrana  granulosa  were 

according  to  my  experience,  the  fecan-  much  developed,  and  those  of  the  discus 

dation  and  extrusion  of  the  ova  must  proligerus  extended  into  fibres,   as  I 

have  taken  place  within  twenty-four  nave  always  observed  to  be  the  case  in 
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those  ova  which  are  designed  for  the  which  it   exhibited  very  strong  and 

immediate  act  of  fecundation.      The  perfect. 

yolk  of  one  ovum  had  a  spotted  appear-  In  the  summer  of  1841  I  had  excised 

ance,  which  was  not  the  case  with  the  the  uterus  of  the  right  side  from  ano- 

others.      A  germinal  vesicle  was  no  ther  rabbit,  leaving  the  fallopian  tube 

longer  discoverable  in  any  of  these  and  ovary.    This  animal  subsequently 

four  ova,  in  spite  of  the  greatest  care  exhibited  strong  signs  of  being  "  at 

and  attention.      The  ovum  from  the  heat/'  drove    the   other  does    about, 

largest  Graafian   vesicle  measured  in  mounted  on  their  backs,  and  so  on. 

the  diameter  of  the  discus  0,0100  (Pahs  Notwithstanding  this,   so  often  as  I 

inch);  of  the  zona,  0,0060 ;  of  the  yolk,  placed  it  with  the  buck,  it  would  not 

0,0045.     The  zona  itself  was  0,0006  permit   the  act  of  copulation   to  be 

thick.  effected :  such  was  the  case  on  the  15th 

I  killed  this  animal  at  half-past  6  and  16th  of  May,  1842.     I  had  quite 

P.M.,  ten  hours  therefore  after  coitus;  forgotten  the  former  operation  upon  it. 

at  which  period,  in  other  instances,  the  I  allowed  it  to  remain  with  the  male 

ova  have  always  left  the  ovarv.    The  unnoticed  from  the  l/th  to  the  21  st  of 

uterus  of  the  other  side  had  also  been  May,  and  on  the  latter  day  made  use 

removed,  and  the  fallopian  tube  and  of  it  for  another  experiment, 

the  ovary  had  become  adherent.    But  I  now  found  to  my  surprise  the  traces 

notwithstanding  this,  in  the  latter  were  of  the  operation ;  and,  in  addition,  that 

several  Graafian  vesicles,  much  swollen,  coitus  had  notwithstanding  taken  place, 

which,  however,  still  contained  ova ;  In  the  upper  portion  oithe  leit  ute- 

and  in  three  of  them  the  cells  of  the  rus  I  found  an  ovum,  which  attracted 

discus  exhibited  their  spindle-like  me-  notice  from  its  slightly  swollen  and 

tamorphosis  even  yet.     The  yolk  of  transparent  condition.     The  stage  of 

each  of  these  was  spotted  very  dark,  its  development  corresponded  to  that 

which  appearance,  however,  was  not  usually  observed  in  the  ova  of  rabbits 

produced  oy  any  formation  of  cells.    It  about  the  9th  dav.     The  ovary  exhi- 

rather  appeared  to  me  as  though  a  re-  bited  a  corpus  luteum.      The  right 

trograde  metamorphosis  were  already  uterus  was  wanting,  and  the  lower  end 

foing  on  in  the  yolk,  which  was  pro-  of  the  tube  was  adherent  to  the  lower 
ablv  caused  by  the  general  condition  portion  of  the  excised  uterus,  and  both 
of  the  ovary.  Some  other  Graafian  were  closed.  Between  them  was  a 
vesicles,  for  instance,  which  were  not  thick  cheesy  mass,  which,  when  exa- 
much  swollen,  contained  some  of  those  mined  under  the  microscope,  exhibited 
ova  with  a  darklv  spotted  yolk,  in  pus  globules,  and  within  which  the 
which  both  the  cells  of  the  membrana  ligatures  made  use  of  in  the  operation 
granulosa,  and  of  the  discus,  were  were  inclosed.  The  ovary  presented 
changed  into  dark  granules.  In  the  four  corpora  lutea,  just  as  perfectly  de- 
ova  of  this  side,  also,  I  could  no  longer  veloped  as  that  of  the  left  side.  It 
find  germinal  vesicles.  Neither  of  the  occurred  to  me  to  examine  the  fallo- 
ovanes  exhibited  any  corpora  lutea.  pian  tube,  and  I  unexpectedly  found 
On  the  22d  April,  1841,  I  cut  out  the  four  ova  in  the  centre  of  it.  They 
both  uteri,  leaving  the  ovaries  and  had  manifestly  advanced  a  certain  ex- 
tubes,  from  a  rabbit  which  was  eight  tent  in  their  development,  had  then 
days  gone  with  young.  The  animal  remained  stationary,  and  were  now  on 
soon  recovered  perfectly,  and  I  there-  the  point  of  aborting.  The  discus  pro- 
fore,  on  the  22d  of  June,  placed  it  hgerus  had  disappeared,  and  in  its 
aj^in  with  the  male.  The  sexual  de-  place  a  slight  layer  of  albumen  had 
sire  of  the  doe  was  so  strong,  that  it  formed  around  the  zona;  the  latter  was 
not  only  permitted  coitus  immediately,  somewhat  swollen.  The  vitellus  did 
but  durinfir  the  intervals  imitated  the  not  completely  fill  the  zona,  and.clearly 
act  upon  the  other  does.  Four  days  shewed  signs  of  resorption.  It  was  ir- 
afterwards  I  killed  it.  I  found  on  tne  regular,  very  pale,  granular,  and  small, 
left  ovary  three,  and  on  the  right  five.  Some  darker  granules  were  remarkable 
recent  corpora  lutea,  and  in  addition  a  in  the  yolk  of  one  of  the  ova. 
Graafian  vesicle  filled  with  black  coa-  On  the  19th  and  20th  of  January, 
gulated  blood.  Satisfied  with  this  re-  1843, 1  removed,  in  four  portions,  both 
suit,  I  unfortunately  only  examined  the  the  uteri  (with  the  exception,  as  will 
tube  with  reference  to  ciliary  motion,  afterwards   appear,   of   a  small  por- 
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tion  at  either  end  of  each)  from  a  Po-    inclination  had  continued  in  this  case 
meranian  bitch,  which  had  been  lined  already  eight  days,  I  was  in  fear  for 
three  weeks  previoasly ;  they  contained  the  ova,  and  had  the  animal  killed  at 
five  ova.    The  animal  bore  the  opera-  ten  o'clock  on  the  29th. 
tion  very  well ;  and  as  my  intention  On  opening  the  abdomen,  the  traces 
was  to  let  it  live,  I  brought  all  the  li-  of  the  previous  excision  of  the  uterus 
gatures  out  at  the   external  wound,  were  on  the  whole  but  slightly  marked, 
which  was  closed  by  suture.    It  was  The  bladder  adhered  anteriorly  to  the 
soon  quite  well,   the   ligatures  came  cicatrix  in  the  abdominal  parietes  by  a 
away,  and  the  external  wound  closed,  sort  of  mesentery ;  all  the  other  organs 
I  then  took  the  animal  to  live  in  the  were  free  from  such  adhesions.    The 
house,  where  it  became  lively  to  a  re-  great  omentum  was  completely  united 
markable  de^ee,  and  ^ew  large  and  with  the  remains  of  the  uterus  and  its 
fut,    A  certain  sensibihty  of  the  belly  mesentery,  as  also  with  the  investing 
on  pressure,  which  had  existed,  also  membrane  of  the  left  ovary,  and  alto- 
disappeared,  and  in  a  short  time  not  gether  enveloped  in  a  peculiarly  com- 
the  slightest  trace  of  its  having  suffered  plete  manner  the   entire   alimentary 
any  thing  could  be  remarked.  canal ;  the  latter,  however,  was  through- 
On  Sunday,  the  14th  May  of  the  out  quite  freely  moveable.    With  re- 
same  year,   I  first  observed  the  doss  gard  to  the  organs  of  generation,  the 
begin  to  follow  her.    She  bit  them  off,  vagina,  the  os  uteri,  and  body  of  the 
however,  in  a  playful  manner,  and  con-  uterus,  were  perfectly  normal  in  condi- 
tinued  very  lively  until  Wednesday,  tion.    There  remained  attached  to  the 
when  the  external  genital  organs  were  body  of  the  organ,  on  the  right  side, 
much  swollen,  and  secreted  blood  in  a  about  an  inch,  and  on  the  left  half  an 
considerable  quantity.     On  this  day  inch,  of  the  comu  of  the  uterus,  which 
the  animal  became  dull,  and  ate  no-  likewise  were  perfectly  normal,   and 
thing;  but  on  the  next  it  became  again  both  completely  closed  superiorly.    On 
very  cheerful,  and  the  dogs  were  still  the  right  side  a  callus-like  portion  of 
more  zealous  in  following  her  about.  cicatrix-material(^iVar&en«u6«<an2r^,two 
She  would  not,  however,  permit  the  lines  in   length,  connected,  in  direct 
act  of  coition,  until  on  the  evening  of  continuation,  the  lower  portion  of  that 
the  20th,  when  it  took  place  in  my  comu  of  the  uterus  to  the  upper  por- 
presence,  and  continued  auring  three-  tion  of  the  comu,  more  than  an  inch 
quarters  of  an  hour.    From  that  period  in  length,  and  having  the  ovary  and 
sne  permitted  herself  to  be  lined  daily  fallopian  tube  attached  to  it,  both  of 
by  difierent  dogs,  through  the  whole  whicn  were  quite  normal,  and  had  ac- 
following  week  until  the  28th.    On  the  quired  no  adhesions.     The  left  side 
29th  also  she  was  willing,  but  the  male  presented  a  larger  portion  of  this  cica- 
did  not  accomplish  the  act.    I  was  very  trix-material,  and   between  that  sub- 
undecided  as  to  the  time  at  which  I  stance  and  the  omentum  the  most  com- 
should  examine  the  animal.     I   was  plete  adhesion  had  been  formed :  with 
convinced  that  the  ova   would  have  that  material  the  upper  portion  of  the 
separated  from  the  ovaries,  and  have  left  cornu,  with  ovary  and  tube  at- 
entered  the  fallopian  tubes.     I  further  tached,  was  contiiyious  as  on  the  other 
expected  that  they  would  abort  there ;  side ;  the  upper  portion  of  this  cornu, 
but  I  -  much  wished  to  wait  until  the  however,  was  somewhat  distended,  and 
period  when,  in  the  regular  course  of  contained  pus.     The  ovary  and  tube 
things,  a  division  of  the  vitellus  should  were  quite  normal, 
have  commenced,  in  order  that  I  might  My  first  investigation  was  with  re- 
see  whether  perhaps  some  trace  of  such  spect  to  the  seminal  fluid ;  and  I  found 
division  might  not  make  its  appear-  spermatozoa  in  the  body  and  both  the 
ance,  as  is  often  the  case  in  the  unfe-  lower  portions  of  the  two  horns  of  the 
cund&ted  ova  of  frogs  and  fishes.    My  uterus ;   on   the  whole,  however,  but 
reason  for  allowing  the  animal  to  live  few.    They  were  no  longer  in  motion ; 
so  long  was,  because  this  division  first  which  fact,  as  well  as  their  scarcity, 
commences  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  astonished  me  in  some  degree,  as  the 
tube,    and   bitches    generally   permit  bitch  had  been  lined  only  the  day  pre- 
themselves  to  be  lined  until  the  period  vious.     There  was  not  the  slightest 
when  the  ova  are  on  the  point  of  en-  trace  of  spermatozoa  to  be  found  m  the 
tering  the  uterus.     As,  however,  that  upper  portion  of  the  right  uterus,  after 
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the  most  minute  search;  the  pus  on  firmly  adherent:  a  small  portion  of  the 

the  left  side  made   the  examination  organ  ahove  the  ligature  retained  its 

both  impossible  and  unnecessary.  normal  diameter,  but  the  upper  end 

The  ovary  of  the  right  side  exhibited  of  it  appeared  very  much  stretched, 

two,  and  that  of  the  left  four,  quite  and  expanded  into  a  fluctuating  sac, 

perfectly  developed,  fresh  and  large  almost    as    large    as    a   hen's   egg, 

corpora  lutea.     They  did  not  in  any  into  which  the  &llopian  tube    con* 

point  differ  from  the  corpora  lutea  of  ducted.  The  right  ovary  presented  three 

other  bitches  on  the  eighth  day  after  corpora  lutea,  the  left  four  quite  as  per- 

coitus  :  they  were  quite  as  large,  quite  fectly  formed  as  the  others.     I  first 

as  much  injected  and  fiesh-coloured  in  examined  the  right  uterus,  and  found 

appearance^;    they  presented  in  their  the  three  ova,  one  about  the  middle, 

interior  precisely  the  same  structure  the  second  about  an  inch  from  it,  and 

and  radiated  texture,  and  contained  the  third  above,  in  the  point  of  the 

also  a  small  central  cavity,  filled  with  a  uterus.    They  presented  that  state  of 

transparent  gelatinous  ma^s.    The  sur-  development  at  which  the  germinal 

faces  of  most  of  them  were  smooth,  membrace  is  just  commencing  to  form 

onlv  one  exhibiting  a  kind  of  opening;  itself  from  the  vitelline  globules,  and 

such  an  opening  is,  however,  rarely  which  I  will  describe  more  precisely 

met  with  in  bitches  on  the  eighth  day,  in  another  place.    On  the  left  side  I 

and  is  in  most  instances  already  closed,  unfortunately  examined  the  fallopian 

without  even  a  trace  of  its  appearance,  tube  in  the  most  careful  manner  in 

Lastly,  both  ovaries    still   contained  vain — I  could  find  no  ova.    Meanwhile^ 

roost  distinctly  the  five  corpora  lutea  of  since  they  had  certainlv  been  extruded, 

the  last  gestation  in  January,  in  the  as  the  four  corpora  lutea  proved,  I 

form  of  lenticular  yellow  masses.  think  that  they  had  passed  throush 

1  next  examined,  in  the  most  careful  the  fallopian  tube,  and  had  reached  the 

manner  possible,  both  fallopian  tubes,  sac-like  expansion  of  the  uterus.    This, 

and  the  upper  portion  of  the  right  however,  was  filled  with  a  stinking 

uterus,  for  the  ova.     Unfortunately,  ^reen  pus  (the  swelling  at  the  point  of 

however,  I  found  none.    I  do  not  think  ligature  also  contained  some),  neces- 

that  T   could  have  overlooked  them,  sarily  rendering  all  search  after  the  ova 

even  although  they  mieht  have  already  impossible. 

undergone  an  essential  change  in  ap-  [To  be  continued.] 

pearance.    On  the  other  hand,  I  am 

nevertheless  convinced,  from  the  con-  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  o»  BOOKS. 

dition  of  the  corpora  lutea,  and  from  

my  experience  with  rabbits,  that  the  "L'auteurse  tue&allonferceqne  le  lecteuree 

ova  had  already  left  the  ovar}^  and  had  *^«  *  abr<ger/'-D>ALBMBEBT. 

entered  the  tube,   perhaps  even  the  .   _                  «  .                  •    . 

uterus,    and    had    there    aborted   for  ^  Tieatue  on  Poisont  in  rdatton  to 

want  of  fecundation.     I  ought  to  have  J^edical  Jnntprndejice.^hytiioloau, 

made  the  investigation  earlier,  on  the  J'**'  '^*   Practice  of  Physic.      By 

third  or  fourth  day,  and  not  have  left  ^^^^i^^'^  P^VT^^^J  ^'^'  Pfofessor 

it  iintil  the  ninth  °^  Materia  Medica,  &c.  m  the  Uni- 

On  the  14th  August.  1842,  I  opened  1^^%*"^  Edinburgh.    4th  Edition, 

the  abdomen  of  a  bitch,  supposing  her  Io4D,  ovo.  pp.  Job. 

to  be  with  young,  but  found  such  was  We  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to 

not  the  case.    I  then  put  a  strong  liga-  our  readers  the  appearance  of  the  fourth 

ture  around  the  left  uterus,  at  about  its  edition  of  this  valuable  treatise.    Its 

middle,  cut  off  the  ends  of  the  ligature,  character  is  so  well  established  as  a 

and  the  animal  recovered.  standard  work  in  the  medical  literature 

Monday,  the  4th  of  January,  1843,  of  this  country,  that  it  needs  no  enco- 

at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  znium  from  us.     For  the    benefit  of 

same  bitch  was  lined,  and  again  on  the  ^ose  of  our  readers,  however,  who 

following  day,  by  two  dogs.  feel  an  interest  in  the  progress  of  toxi- 

Friday,  the  13lh  January,  I  had  her  cology,  it  may  be  advisable  to  give  a 

killed.    In  the  middle  of  the  left  uterus,  cursory  notice  of  some  of  the  important 
at  the  part  where  the  ligature  was  ap-    additions  which  have  been  made  by  the 
plied,  ttiere  was  a  swelfing  of  the  size    distinguished  author, 
of  a  walnut,  to  which  the  omentum  wm       It  is  now  fifteen  yean  since  the  first 
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«clition  of  this  work  appeared,  and  it  is  the  revising  hand  of  the  author  from 

only  doing  jastice  to  it  to  assert,  that  the  first  chapter  on  the  "  physiological 

it  has  aniformly  maintained  its  popu-  action  of  poisons." 
larity  as  a  work   for  reference  and        Dr.  Christison,  after  having  stated 

practice.    It  has  for  a  long  period  been  that  toxicologists  of  late  years  have 

in  the  hands  of  barristers,  who  have  been  disposed  to  regard  the  action  of 

not  failed  to  make  good  use  of  it  in  poisons  as  deoending  explusively  on 

the  cross-examination  of  medical  wit*  absorption,  ana  that  numerous  experi- 

nesses ;  and  we  believe  that  there  are  ments  have  certainly  shown  that  this 

now  few  medical  men  who  venture  into  process  is  carried  on  much  more  rapidly 

the  witness-box  on  a  trial  fur  poisoning  than  was  formerly  believed,  OToceeds 

without  having  at  least  consulted  it  to  examine  the  results  obtainea  by  Mr. 

respecting  some  point  on  which  their  Blake.    This  gentleman,  it  must  be 

evidence  is  likely  to  be  impugned.  remarked,  denies  that  poisons  act  by 

One  circumstance  which  we  admire  sympathy,  and  alleges  that  all  their 

in  Dr.  Christison  as  an  author  is,  that  effects  are  due  to  absorption.     In  some 

he  is  not  an  advocnte  of  *'  finality"  in  of  his  experiments  he   succeeded  in 

reference  to  toxicology.    Many  changes  showing  ttiat  certain  substances  sus- 

have  taken  place  in  the  science,  many  ceptible  of  analysis  had  been  carried 

old  views  have  been  exploded,  and  new  into  the  blood  in  the  course  of  a  few 

doctrines  introduced,  since  the  appear-  seconds.      At  one   time  toxicologists 

ance  of  his  first  edition.    But  although  were  all   advocates  of  ''absorption," 

Bome  of  these  doctrines  have  not  coin-  then  "  sympathy,"  and  now  the  current 

cided  with  his  original  opinions,  he  has  is  again  strongly  setting  in  favour  of 

not   hesitated  to  adopt  them  where  **  absorption."    As  it  has  thus  become 

they  have  been  founded  on  good  and  fashionable  to  pass  from  one  extreme 

sufficient  reasons ;  nor  has  he  hesitated  to  another,  we  shall  quote  the  plain 

to  acknowledge,  in  candid  language,  common  sense  judgment   which    Dr, 

the  alteration  which  has  taken  place  in  Christison  passes  on  Mr.  Blake's  views, 
his  opinions.     Another  circumstance        *'  For  example,"  he  says,  "  they  (Mr. 

to  admire  in  him  is,  his  fairness  as  a  Blake's  experiments)  do  not  shake  the 

writer  in  acknowledging  all  that  he  has  validity  of  these  observations,  in  which 

derived  from  other  sources.    His  exam-  it  appeared  that    an    interval,  inap- 

ple  shows,  that  it  is  no  disgrace  to  a  preciable  or  barelj  appreciable,  elapsed 

man  to  borrow  largriy  from  his  oo-  between  the  application  and  action  of 

temporaries.    His  references  are  nu-  hydrocyanic  acid  and  of  conia.     Mr. 

merous,  and  for  a  lar^  number  of  the  Blake,  indeed,  denies  the  accuracy  of 

facts  contained  in  his  volume  he  ac-  these  observations,  insisting  that  in 

knowledges  his  obligations  to  others,  those  he  made  himself  with  the  most 

Indeed,  that  individual  can  have  but  a  potent   poisons,    he   never    failed   to 

very  slight  notion  of  the  subject  of  witness,  oefore  the  poison  began  to  act, 

toxicology    who   supposes    that    any  an  interval  considerably  longer  than 

writer  can  compose  a  work  on  this  what  had  been  observed*  by  others,  and 

science  from  facts  falling  within  the  longer  also  than  what  he  had  found 

range  of  bis  own  experience  and  ob-  sufficient  for  the  blood  to  complete  the 

servation.      He  would,  indeed,  be   a  round  of  circulation;  that,  for  example, 

fortunate  person  who,  from  his  own  the  wounili  poison,  injected  into  the 

practice  alone,  could  bring  together  all  femoral  or  jugular  vein,  did  not  begin 

the  facts  necessary  for  eluci&ting  the  to  act  for  twenty  seconds,  conia  and 

medico-legal  history  of  any  one  pmson.  tobacco  for  fifteen  seconds,  and  extract 

The  matter  which  has  been  added  of  nux  vomica  for  twelve  seconds, 
to  this  work  since  its  first  appear-  and  that  hydrocyanic  acid  dropped  on 
ance  may  be  judged  of  from  the  feet  the  ton^e  did  not  act  for  eleven 
that  this  edition  contains  nearly  three  seconds  if  the  animal  was  allowed  to 
hundred  pages  more  than  the  first— it  inhale  its  vapour,  and  not  for  sixteen 
now  extends  to  nearly  one  thousand  seconds  if  direct  access  to  the  lungs 
pages.  The  greatest  addiiions  appear  was  prevented  by  makine  the  animal 
to  have  been  made  to  the  sections  on  breathe  through  a  tube  in  the  wind- 
arsenic,  mercury,  lead,  and  some  other  pipe.  But  Mr.  Blake  cannot  rid  him- 
irritant  poisons ;  but  the  whole  work  self  thus  summarily  of  the  positive 
has  undeigone  revision.    We  can  trace  facts  which  stand  in  his  way.    Duly 
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weighed,  the  balance  of  testimony  is  in  observed  in  appljring  the  principle  here 

favour  of  those  whose  accuracy  he  im-  inculcated.    But  the  opposite  aoctrine, 

Sn^s.  For,  in  the  first  place,  they  that  no  charge  of  poisoning  can  be 
ad  not  a  theory  like  him  to  build  up  established  without  the  discovery  of 
with  their  results,  but  were  observing,  poison  in  the  body  or  in  the  evacua- 
most  of  th«m  at  least,  the  simple  fact  tions,  appears  to  me  a  great  error, 
of  celerity  of  action.  Then  their  result  though  upheld  by  no  mean  authority, 
is  an  affirmative  or  positive  statement ;  Under  that  doctrine  few  criminus 
his  merely  a  negative  one :  they  may  would  be  brought  to  justice  were  they 
perfectly  well  have  observed  what  he  to  resort  to  the  variety  of  vegetable  poi- 
was  not  so  fortunate  as  to  witness,  sons,  which,  in  certain  seasons,  are 
And,  lastly,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  within  the  reach  of  every  one."— P.  72. 
claim  for  Sir  B.  Brodie,  Dr.  Freer,  Mr.  The  tests  for  the  various  poisons 
Macaulay,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  all  of  them  have  been  carefully  revised,  but  we  find 
practitioners  of  experience,  the  faculty  nothing  requiring  particular  comment, 
of  noting  time  as  accurately  as  Mr.  In  respect  to  arsenic,  it  has  been  lately 
Blake  himself.  As  for  my  own  obser-  the  custom  to  depreciate  the  reduction 
vations,  I  feel  confident  they  could  not  test;  but  we  quite  agree  with  the  author 
have  been  made  more  carefully,  and  when  he  states,  "  that  the  appearances 
that  I  had  at  the  moment  no  precon-  exhibited  by  a  well -formed  arsenical 
ceived  views  which  the  results  upheld,  crust,  even  in  the  minute  quantity  of 
but,  if  any  thing,  rather  the  reverse." —  the  300th  part  of  a  grain,  are  imitated 
P.  10.  '  by  no  substance  in  nature,  which  can 
Dr.  Christison  considers  that  the  be  sublimed  by  the  process  for  the  re- 
question  is  still  left  unsettled,  and  that  duction  of  arsenic."  (p.  260.) 
it  is  almost  beyond  the  reach  of  experi-  There  is  much  sense  in  the  following 
ment.  remarks : — 

At  p.  70  we  find  detailed  an  interest-  "  After  all  that  has  been  written  on 
ing  case  of  poisoning  by  monkshood,  the  old  and  newer  processes  for  detect- 
which  occurred  lately  to  Dr.  Geoghegan,  ing  arsenic,  I  must  nevertheless  avow 
of  Dublin.  It  involves  the  question  my  convictfon,  that,  for  solid  arsenic, 
as  to  how  far  a  medical  jurist  is  justi-  no  test  is,  for  medico-legal  purposes,  at 
fied  in  pronouncing  an  opinion  on  once  so  satisfactory,  convenient,  and 
death  from  poisoning  when  no  poison  delicate,  as  the  test  of  reduction,  espe- 
can  be  discovered  eitner  in  the  rood  or  cially  with  the  addition  of  the  supple- 
body  of  the  deceased.  It  is  a  favourite  mentary  test  of  oxidation.  That  other 
doctrine  with  some,  that  the  only  proof  methods  are  still  more  delicate,  may 
of  poisoning  which  a  court  of  law  ought  be  readily  granted.  But  where  the 
to  receive  is  the  production  of  the  suspected  substance  is  in  the  solid 
poison  itself.  It  might  be  just  as  well  form,  what  possible  occasion  can  there 
laid  down  that  no  conviction  for  death  be  for  a  method  more  delicate  than  one 
from  criminal  wounding  should  take  which  will  detect  a  300th  part  of  a 
place  without  the  production  of  the  grain  ?  A  method  ten  times  less  so, 
weapon.  If  such  a  rule  were  adopted,  would  meet  every  case  in  actual  prac- 
it  would  be  very  convenient  for  one  tice.  A  variety  of  supplementary  testa 
class  of  murderers,  who  might  select  have  been  proposed ;  but  they  are  all 
poisons  not  susceptible  of  chemical  greatly  inferior  in  facility  or  conclu- 
analysis,  and  set  the  law  at  defiance,  siveness,  or  both,  to  the  process  of  oxi- 
Dr.  Geoghegan  did  not  hesitate  to  give  dation,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  ex- 
an  opinion  against  the  accused  in  this  pelled  from  medico-lesal  practice, — 
important  case,  and  the  correctness  of  not  even  excepting  the  alliaceous  odour 
this  opinion  was  afterwards  confirmed  of  metallic  arsenic  in  subliming,  a  cha- 
by  the  confession  of  the  woman  before  racter  the  fallaciousness  of  which  was 
execution.  The  poison  which  she  used  long  ago  pointed  out  bv  myself  as  well 
was  the  powdered  root  of  monkshood,  as  others,  and  to  whicn  a  preposterous 
This  case  is  well  worthy  of  attention,  importance  has  been  attached  in  some 
as  it  shows  clearly  that  chemical  evi-  late  inquiries."  (p.  261.) 
dence  is  not  always  necessary  to  the  In  speaking  of  Kenisch's  process,  Dr. 
proof  of  poisoning,  nor  to  a  conviction  Christison  recommends  that  the  me- 
for  murder  by  poison.  As  Dr.  Chris-  tallic  copper  should  not  be  introduced 
tison  remarks — "  great  caution  must  be  into  the  oiinted  muriatic  acid  until  this 
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has  nearly  reached  the  boiling  point,  algebraic  formulee,— and  to  decide  che- 
becaase  the  metal  is  otherwise  apt  to  mical  decompositions  by  equations  in- 
become  tarnished,  although  no  arsenic  stead  of  by  actual  experiment,  thereby 
be  present.  In  respect  to  the  detection  losing  the  substance  for  the  shadow, 
of  arsenic  in  the  tissues  of  the  body,  Some  hypercritics  may  object  to  the 
he  recommends  the  process  pursued  by  author  retaining  in  this,  the  year  1845, 
MM.  Danger  and  rlandin ;  that  is,  the  old  fashioned  names  of  hydrochlo- 
carbonization  by  sulphuric  acid,  in  pre-  rate  of  lime,  ferrocyanate  of  potash, 
ference  to  Incineration  with  nitre,  as  and  carbonate  of  ammonia,  instead  of 
recommended  by  Orfila.  The  chapter  chloride  of  calcium,  ferrocyanide  of  po- 
on  arsenic  is  of  itself  a  perfect  treatise,  tassium,  and  sesquicarbonate  of  the 
embracing  all  that  is  practical  and  use-  oxide  of  ammonium.  For  the  reasons 
ful  to  the  medical  jurist  in  relation  to  already  stated,  we  do  not  object  to  this 
this  poison.  old  nomenclature.    With  regard  to  the 

The  author's  recent  researches  on  the  chloride  doctrine,  the  theory  of  double 

action  of  various  kinds  of  water  on  decomposition   between  the  hydracid 

lead  are  incorporated  in  the  chapter  and  base  is  doubtless  more  simple ;  but 

devoted  to  that  metal,  and  form  a  use-  the  simplicity  of  a  theory  is  not  neces- 

ful  addition  to  the  subject  of  medical  sarily  a  sure  guarantee  of  its  truth, 

police.  Hvdrochloric  acid   combines  directly 

That  Dr.  Christison  has  not  lost  with  morphia:  no  one  has  hitherto 
sight  of  the  latest  additions  to  toxico-  pretended  that  the  hydrogue  of  the  acid 
logy,  is  proved  by  his  reference  to  the  combines  with  one  equivalent  of  oxy- 
new  antidote  for  prussic  acid,  recom-  gen  of  the  alkaloid ;  yet  whv  not  as- 
mended  a  few  months  since  by  the  sume  this  for  the  sake  of  simplicity  and 
Messrs.  Smith,  of  Edinburgh :  we  al-  uniformity  ?  So  ferrocyanide  of  po- 
lude  to  the  mixed  oxides  of  iron,  which  tassium  may  really  be  ferrocyanate  of 
have  the  property  of  concerting  the  potash.  Not  many  years  ago  its  con- 
poison  to  insoluble  Prussian  blue.  In  gener,  Prussian  blue,  was  regarded  as 
addition  to  this  treatment,  he  recom-  ferrocyanide  of  iron ;  it  is  now  consi- 
mends  cold  afl^sion  to  the  head  and  dered  as  a  ferrocyanate  of  the  peroxide ; 
spine,  venesection  at  the  jugular  vein,  for  it  cannot  lose  the  elements  of  water 
and  the  inhalation  of  diluted  ammonia  without  decomposition.  A^in,  it  is 
and  chlorine.  somewhat  inconsistent  to  maintain  the 

Many  additions  have  been  made  to  existence  of  a  sesquicarbonate  of  oxide 

the  chapter  on  poisonous  fases,  espe-  of  ammonium,  when  it  is  utterly  im- 

ciallv  in  relation  to  carbomc  acid ;  and  possible  that  there  can  be  a  simple 

in  the  chapters  on  the  narcotico-irri-  carbonate  of  that  alleged  oxide ;  since 

tants,  we  notice  among  the  additions,  the  simple  carbonate  is  immediately 

a  full  account  of  poisoning  by  labur-  decom^sed  by  water.      Thus,  then, 

num  and  the  oleaginous  products  of  carbonic  acid  may  combine  in  single 

combustion,  includins^  Dippers  oil,  the  equivalents  with  the  alkaline  base,  am- 

oils  of  turpentine  ana  of  tar.  monia ;  but  in  any  other  proportion, 

The  subject  of  compound  poisoning,  carbonic  acid  is  assumed  to  determine 

which  concludes  the  volume,  is  shortly  the  transference  of  the  hydrogen  of  one 

discussed.  equivalent  of  water  to  the  ammonia. 

We  are  glad  to  perceive  that,  in  forming  ammonium,  and  producing  an 
treating  the  tests  for  poisons,  the  oxide  with  the  remaining  equivalent  of 
author  prefers  old  terms  and  perspi-  oxygen  !  Such  are  the  inconsistencies 
cuity  of  language  to  the  pedantic  ftfiec-  into  which  those  are  led,  who  are  den- 
tations of  modem  chemistry,  that  is,  sirous  of  maintaining,  at  all  costs,  a 
the  displa}k  of  symbols  and  formulae  as  favourite  theory, 
substitutes  for  description.  Dr.  Chris-  We  have  been  drawn  into  this  di- 
tison  has  so  written,  that  he  may  be  gression,  because  the  retention  of  the 
understood  both  by  the  lawyer  and  the  old  nomenclature  might  be  objected  to 
medical  practitioner ;  his  descriptions  as  a  defect  in  the  present  edition :  if 
are,  besides,  ecjually  intelligible  to  we  remember  rightly,  this  objection 
those  who  studied  chemistry  fifteen  was  actually  made  to  the  earlier  edi- 
and  twenty  years  ago,  and  the  modern  tions  of  the  treatise.  We  do  not  hesi- 
race  of  students,  who  are  now  taught  tate  to  say,  that  Dr.  Christison  has 
to  speak  and  think  in  symbols  and  shewn  both  judgment  and  good  sense 
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in  retaining  it ;  and  we  shall  now  con-  fested  by  copious  effusion  into  its  ca- 

clude  by  observing,  that  the  fourth  edi-  vity,  generally  fibrinous,  but  sometimes 

tion  is  well  calculated  to  uphold  the  serous ;  while  the  affection  of  the  mus- 

high  reputation  of  its  author.  cular  structure  is  inferred  only  from  its 

^    >   rr            »* proximity,  the  contracted  pupil,  ach- 

Guy  9  Hospital  Reports,  Second  Series,  mg  pain,  and  especially  the  exacerba* 
No.  IV.  Oct.  1844.  tion  of  that  pain  occasionally  produced 
(Second  Analytical  Notice.)  bv  the  application  of  belladonna.  Sy- 
Mr.  J.  P.  France,  the  Assistant-Sur-  pnilitic  intis,  on  the  contrary,  is  for  the 
geon  to  the  ophthalmic  department  of  most  part  essentially  an  inflammation 
Guy's  Hospital,  furnishes  a  detailed  of  the  parenchymatous  structure ;  and 
account  of  eighteen  cases  of  iritis,  for  to  this  circumstance  the  disease  owes 
the  purpose  of  illustrating  points  in  its  peculiar  character  of  producing  tu- 
the  pathology  and  treatment  of  that  mefaction  or  thickening ;  and  in  pro- 
complaint.  In  fifteen  of  these  sight  portion  as  it  departs  from  this  type,  are 
was  restored,  two  applied  too  late  to  the  chief  marks  deemed  diagnostic 
receive  the  full  benefit  of  medicine,  either  ill  developed  or  absent."  The 
and  in  the  remaining  one  the  wretched  tubercles  generally  regarded  as  attach- 
intemperance  of  the  patient  precluded  inents  of  fymph  to  the  free  surface  of 
all  hope  of  success.  As  these  cases  the  iris,  are  explained  as  '*  irregulari- 
were  not  selected  for  their  peculiar  ties  of  the  surface  of  the  iris,  due  to  its 
success,  Mr.  France  expresses  his  be*  proper  substance  being  at  certain  parts 
lief  that  there  is  no  disease  of  so  serious  swollen  and  infiltrated."  At  first  these 
and  disorganizing  a  character,  when  swollen  portions  barely  rise  above  the 
allowed  to  proceed  unchecked,  which  surrounding  level;  but  owing  to  the 
is  so  completely  and  unequivocally  loose  and  distensible  texture  of  the 
amenable  to  early  and  well  directed  uis  any  part  may  become  elevated,  so 
remedial  treatment  as  this.  He  adopts  &8  to  constitute  a  tubercle  projecting 
the  threefold  division  of  iritis,  which  high  above  the  general  plane,  and 
has  been  founded  upon  constitutional  sometimes  even  overlapping  its  own 
grounds,  viz.  the  rheumatic  or  arthritic,  base.**  The  following  passa^  we  give 
the  syphilitic,  and  the  simple  kinds,  as  in  the  exact  words  of  the  author, 
the  correct  one;  and,  in  truths  the  ''Simultaneously  with  local  tume- 
paper  is  principally  written  to  ill  us-  faction,  a  rusty  reddish -brown  colour 
trate  and  vindicate  the  separation  of  u  most  frequently  assumed  at  the  same 
the  syphilitic  from  the  arthntic  variety,  points,  especially  in  irides  naturally 
With  reference  to  the  comparative  fre-  nazel  or  \iown  ;  and  it  arises  from  one 
quency  of  the  three,  he  observes,  that  or  more  vessels  distended  with  red 
the  simple,  as  a  primary  affection,  in-  blood  ramifying  in  the  aqueous  mem- 
dependent  of  wound  or  injury,  is  very  brane  over  those  inflamed  points.  Not 
rare,  while  "  persons  labounng  under  quite  so  soon  as  the  colour  appears  is 
syphilis  form  about  one-half,  perhaps  tne  source  whence  it  springs  percep- 
more,  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  tihie  by  the  eye;  a  certain  decree  of 
who  present  themselves  the  subject  of  inflammatory  excitement  must  first  be 
this' disease."  In  the  majority  of  cases  attained;  in  other  words,  the  disten- 
of  arthritic  iritis,  according  to  Mr.  sion  and  dilatation  of  those  minute 
France,  the  lining  of  the  anterior  vessels  must  reach  a  certain  pitch 
chamber  and  serous  covering  of  the  before  they  can  be  recognized,  even 
iris,  in  common  with  the  sclerotic,  are  with  artificial  aids.  In  moderately 
the  principal  seat  of  the  disease,  herein  levere  cases  this  soon  takes  place-; 
closeljr  agreeing  **  with  the  recognised  f^d  if  then  the  eye  be  inspected  closely 
disposition  of  rheumatic  inflammation  in  &  good  light,  and  with  tin  assistance 
in  other  regions  to  affect  free  membra-  of  a  powerful  lens  (the  cornea  and 
nous  surfaces  (as  those  of  the  synovial  aqueous  membrane  being  clear,  and 
cavities  and  pericardium),  and  then  photophobia  not  great)  sometimes  only 
give  rise  to  abundant  effusion,  which  is  one  or  two,  but  occasionally  a  complete 
unknown  as  an  accompaniment  of  network  of  vessels  becomes  manifest, 
rheumatism  of  fibrous  and  muscular  ramifying  over  the  swollen  parts  of  the 
tissue.  Thus  the  large  participation  of  iris,  and  evidently  imparting  to  them 
the  aqueous  membrane  in  the  in  flam-  the  rusty  red  colour  thev  exhibit." 
mation  called  arthritic  iritis,  is  mani-  (This  observation  the  author  believes 
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to  be  original).  '*  The  appearances  I  physial  bone,  forming  the  bead  of  the 
now  describe  may  be  detected  in  so  femur,  illustrated  by  two  plates,  with 
lar^e  a  proportion  of  cases  where  this  the  view  of  directing  attention  to  the 
dusky  colour  is  developed,  that  I  can-  influence  which  the  integrity  or  lace- 
not  doubt  that  the  same  hue  arises  ration  of  this  vessel  may  exert  over  the 
from  the  same  caotes  when  from  the  vexata  quesiio  of  bony  union  of  frac- 
mildness  of  the  attack,  and  the  conse-  tures  of  this  part  The  following  is 
quent  sliehter  vascular  distension,  the  his  description.  "  The  artery  which 
individo^  vessels  elude  observation,  supplies  the  head  of  the  femur,  while 
or  intolerance  of  light  forbids  that  it  constitutes  an  epiphysis,  is  persistent 
close  examination,  and  exposure  of  the  through  life.  It  is  a  large  terminal 
globe  which  are  necessary  in  most  branch  of  the  internal  circumflex  ar- 
cases  for  their  recognition.  In  some  tery,  which  enters  a  foramen  a  little 
rare  cases  these  vessels  are  so  gorged,  behind  and  below  the  highest  point  of 
crossing  over  a  well-grown  tubercle,  the  neck  of  the  femur.  After  this  it 
that  the  naked  eye  can  scarcely  fail  to  curves  over  the  denser  layer  of  cancelli 
notice  them :  in  such  instances  they  left  by  the  union  of  the  epiphysis  to 
have  in  fact  been  observed,  and  been  the  shaft,  directing  its  course  beyond 
ascribed  to  organization  having  taken  the  insertion  of  the  round  li^ment,  to 
place  in  lymph  thrown  out  into  the  which,  i  doubt  not,  it  furnishes  nou- 
anterior  chamber  from  the  free  surface  rishment.  Now  it  is  remaikable  that 
of  the  iris.  To  this  hypothesis,  though  this  vessel  occupies  the  situation  of  the 
sanctioned  by  very  high  authority,  I  greatest  immunity  from  violence ;  and 
must  obiect  that  it  is  at  variance  with  that  if  onl^  a  little  periosteum  about  it 
the  results  of  early  and  patient  investi-  escape  division,  when  complete  fracture 
gation,  and  with  analogy ;  for  fibrin  occurs,  it  may  be  left  entire  to  sustain 
efiused  during  an  attack  of  peritonitis  that  which  I  think  could  hardly  live 
or  pleuritis,  or  even  rheumatic  iritis,  is  without  it.  This  consideration  seems 
not  endowed  with  appreciable  vas-  corroborated  by  all  the  examples  I 
cularity  until  after  the  lapse  of  a  have  examined  of  ligamentous  union 
lengthened  period ;  not,  in  short,  until  after  fracture  of  this  part.  Whether 
all  active  disease  has  subsided;  and  there  be  a  reunion  by  solid  ligament, 
lastly,  it  is  opposed  to  all  experience  by  a  few  scattered  bands,  or  by  a  kind 
that  a  structure  once  so  fully  organized  of  capsule  and  cell  (all  rare  events),  I 
should  disappear  and  be  removed  in  a  find  the  course  of  this  vessel  uninter- 
few  days  by  the  influence  of  any  re-  rupted." 
roedy,  even  so  powerful  a  one  as  mer- 
cury. It  is  on  the  other  hand  worthy  The  next  paper  is  supplementary  to 
of  remark,  in  connection  with  this  part  the  very  valuable  communication  on 
of  the  subject,  that  in  other  instances  Paracentesis  Thoracis,  by  Dr.  Hughes, 
one  grand  character  of  the  action  of  the  and  Mr.  Cock,  of  which  we  formerly 
true  syphilitic  virus  seems  to  be  the  gave  such  an  extended  notice.  It  con- 
development  of  disease,  whether  marked  tains  an  account,  in  detail,  of  three 
by  ulceration  or  efiusionin  the  cellular  cases  in  which  the  operation  has  been 
tissue  or  parenchyma  of  organs — ex-  performed  since  the  former  paper  was 
amplesof  which  may  be  adduced  in  the  written,  and  which,  with  two  cases 
so-called  Hunterian  chancre,  sur-  then  inadvertently  omitted,  have  been 
rounded  by  abundant  but  circumscribed  added  to  the  tabular  view  of  twenty 
fibrinous  interstitial  effusion ;  in  nodes ;  cases  there  appended.  "  Of  the  twentv- 
in  the  tuberculated  forms  of  syphilitic  five  cases,"  Dr.  Hughes  observes,  "  in 
cutaneous  eruption ;  in  the  disease  which  paracentesis  thoracis  was  once, 
known  as  chronic  carbuncle,  or,  par  or  several  times  performed,  thirteen 
exeeliemce,  cellular  membranous  ulcer  may  be  fairly  stated  to  have  recovered, 
(ordinarilyof  syphilitic  origin);  sjrphi-  sofaraa  re^ds  the  effusion  into  the 
utic  ulcers  of  the  thi;oat,  again,  are  pleural  cavity.  Two  may  be  justly 
partly  recognized  by  their  extending  mentioned  as  having  at  least  partially 
into  the  substance  of  the  tonsil,  &c."  recovered.  One  of  these  has,  after 
Mr.  T.  Wilkinson  King  publishes  the  seven  years,  a  fistulous  opening  into  the 
description  of  a  specimen  of  partial  firac-  pleura;  and  the  other  nas  still  some, 
ture  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  and  though  comparatively  a  very  small 
also  of  the  nutritive  artery  of  the  epi-  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  right  pleura ; 
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bat  feels  so  much  better  as  to  be  actu-  are  confident  will  meet  the  approba* 

ally  in  search  of  employment  in  his  tion  of  all  parties, 
profession.    Ten  have  ultimateltf  died       The  welfare  of  a  people  is  the  supreme 

of  other  diseases,  generally  connected  ,  t^  ai_      r       i.  u  •  •  ^ 

with  that  for  which  the  operation  was  law.    It  therefore  behoves  a  minister 

performed,   but  entirely  independent  of  the  crown,  in  all  questions  touching 

of  its  performance.    Of  these  ten  cases  the  health  and  lives  of  Her  Majesty's 

ultimately   fktal,^  six    have^^  ^^^^o^  lieges,  to  see  that  such  legislative  enact- 

SaVX^M  of "the^Snidf ^  oiS^  ™e°t«  "«  introduced  as  shall  conduce 

after  three  months  or  chronic  pneu-  to  the  universal  good.     Nor  do  wc 

monia ;  one,  rather  suddenlv,  witn  hy-  despair  of  this  being  the  event.  Indeed, 

drothorax  in  the  other  pleura  ;  and  ^g  h^ve  no  hesitation  in  declaring  our 

one,  a  case  of  pneumo-thorax   with  ^       ^  j.^  ^       ^        .^  ^  ^^^ 

effusion  (m  which  the  operation  was  "'*"  "j"«  "«*"'  »  v^uumc**  w*  uccui.m 

performed  simply  with  the  hope   of  and  Education,  appointed  by  the  Home 

affording  temporary  relief)  of  pneu-  Secretary  of  State,  independently  of 

monia  and  pencarditis."  all  corporate  bodies  connected  with  the 


•  science  and  practice  of  medicine,  in 

each  and  every  one  of  its  departments, 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  would  be  fraught  with  signal  advau- 

Friday,  January  3, 1846.  ^^g^^t  not  only  to  the  members  of  the 
healing  art,  but  to  the  community  at 

•*  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etimmmifai,  diflpaitatem  large.      It  will,  of  course,  be   in  the 

ilrrt*Aferftoe  tueri;  potertasmodo  veniendi  in  province   of  the  minister,    or   of    his 

publicum  tit,  dicendi  pericnlum  non  recuao.'*  ^t          .i     ^           .                     .     <.                •■ 

CicBRo.  Council,  to  assign  a  cumculum,  and 

■^^  that  curriculum,  we  have  no  doubt, 

ADVANTAGES  will  be  carefully  adapted  to  the  exi- 

^'  ^  gencies  of  the  times.    The  same  sound 

WELL-CONSTITUTED  COUNCIL  OF  discretion  and  judgment  wUl  be  exer- 

HEALTH  AND  EDUCATION.  cised  in  selecting  competent  examiners 

The  past  year  has  been  distinguished  as     is   uniformly   displayed    in    the 

as  one  of  incessant  turmoil  and  agita-  choice  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  law  or  the 

tion  in  the  medical  world— we  should  dignitaries  of  the  church.     On  this 

fain  hope  that  the  present  may  be  one  head  we  are  inclined  to  augur  most 

of  peace  and  quietness.     The  art  of  favourably. 

medicine,  has  been  emphatically  styled  The    practitioner   armed  with    the 

a  domestic  art,  and  so  it  is  in  point  of  state  license  may  pursue  his  vocation 

fact.    Accordingly,  all  open  manifes-  where  he  will  and  as  he  will.    He  may 

tations  of  strife  and  dissension  must  adopt  a  general  line  of  practice,  or 

infallibly  tend  to  lower  its  professors  in  present  himself  for  the  Fellowship  of 

general  estimation,  and  to  impair  their  the  College  of  Surgeons ;  or,  having 

influence  and  usefulness.    The  public  obtained  a  degree  at  some  University, 

naturally  feel  that  the  sick  chamber  eventually  become  a  Fellow  of  the 

will  suffer  neglect  when  much  time  College  of  Physicians, 

and  attention  are  devoted  to  meetings  We   repudiate  all  authority  based 

of  associations  and  the  like.  solely  upon  adventitious  distinctions 

We  have  strenuously  advocated  the  among  well-educated  and  industrious 

importance  and  necessity  of  great  alte-  men.    We  look  upon  our  brethren  as 

rations  as  regards  the  medical  polity  of  offsets  from  one  common  trunk.    We 

our  fatherland,  .and  have  ventured  to  moreover  maintain  that  as  there  is  but 

promulge  a  scheme  of  reform  which  we  one  law  for  rich  and  poor,  so  ought 
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there  to  be  Tirtually  bat  one  license  skilless  individuals  of  the  "  baser  sort*' 
throughout  the  realm  for  every  prac-  — pettifogging  traffickers,  reckless  of 
titioner  of  physic,  be  his  sphere  of  human  life,  swayed  by  no  other  con- 
activity  among  the  affluent  and  high-  sideration  save  that  of  sordid  gain, 
bom,  or  among  the  lowly  and  indigent.  Physicians  and  surgeons  would,  ere 
The  highest  of  all  authority  proclaims  long,  sink  to  the  vulgar  level  of  their 
that  **  the  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  brethren  in  certain  countries  of  Conti- 
the  land ;''  and  if  it  be  the  sacred  duty  nental  Europe.  Emolument  would 
of  rulers  to  ordain  some  adequate  pro-  decline,  and,  at  the  same  time,  all 
vision  for  their  spiritual  and  temporal  incentive  to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
wants,  it  is  a  part  of  that  duty  to  see  and  distinction,  until  none  of  respecta- 
that  their  infirmities  of  body  and  mind  bility  would  be  found  willing  to  enter 
shall  be  ministered  to  by  persons  of  a  crcift  so  thoroughly  debased.  Such 
warranted  skill  and  experience.  We  a  consummation,  however,  we  are  sure 
anticipate  much  benefit  from  such  can  never  arrive.  The  British  senate 
a  system  of  things.  So  far  from  will  never  give  its  sanction  to  any  act 
degrading,  it  will  tend  to  elevate  the  capable  of  inducing  such  pernicious 
medical  man  in  the  social  scale.  It  changes, 
will  raise  him  from  the  somewhat  —^ 
equivocal  position  he  now  holds,  to  DANCING  OVER  THE  DEAD, 
one  of  unquestioned  respectability.  ^^  ^ave  been  long  familiar  with  the 
Again :  the  paternal  care  thus  mani-  "  Dance  of  Death,"  but  never  knew 
fested  by  (those  in  authority,  will,  we  that  dancing  over  the  dead  had  been 
think,  dispose  materially  to  abate  the  pracUsed  in  a  civilised  land,  until  our 

prevaiUng  disaffection  of  the  labouring  jrteTrp^rr M^W^fS '?ht 

classes.    It  cannot  fail  to  be  a  matter  unwearied  assailant  of  the  grave-yard 

of  satisfaction   and   comfort   to   the  nuisance  in  crowded  towns, 

humble  artizan,  to  know,  that  in  the  ^^  appears  that  on  the  western  side 

languishing  hours  of  sickness  and  of  of  Clement's  Lane  Strand,  is  situate  a 

.*,       ®       ,-       _.           ,      ,*  building    called   Enon    Chapel,    sur- 

pain,  he  can  seek  for  advice  and  relief  rounded  on  all  sides  by  houses,  crowded 

at  a  source  equally  efficient  with  the  with  inhabitants,  principally  of   the 

first  person  in  the  land;    nay,  that  poorer  class.    The  upper  part  of  this 

the  very  individual  to  whom  he  applies  ^^,^9^  ^*«  opened  for  the  purposes  of 

•^     .                     i-i!      .            J  public    worship   about    1823.     It   is 

possesses  the  same  qualificaUon,  and  geparated  from  the  lower  part  by  a 

derives  it  indirectly  from  the  crown.  boarded  floor:    this   was   used   as  a 

We  conceive  the  claims  of  the  general  burying-place,  and  crammed   at  one 

practitioners  are  entitled  to  paramount  ^'^ ^7*  ^°  ^H  ^?  ^^*u  I'^^Hu-^  T^** 

. ,      ^.          f     ^,                   V  :i  dead.    It  is  estimated  that  within  this 

consideration  ;    for  them  as   a  body  gp^ce,  not  exceeding  1700  square  feet, 

we  entertain  the  utmost  respect;  we  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand  corpses 

view  them  as  constituting  the  largest,  have  been  deposited  during  the  period 

and,  as  regards  the  public,  by  far  the  ?^  sixteen  years.    The  chapel  has  been 

.nost  important  b«nch  of  our  p«.fe.  Sri^^^SS.rwlS 'JlS tl 

sion;  and  we  boldly  assert,  that  any  fancy  dress  balls  are  heldi  an  efficient 

measure  which  would  tend  to  deterio-  band     is    engaged,    and    quadrilles, 

rate  their  education,  and  to  degrade  waltzes,  reels,  &c.  are  danced  over  the 

their  sution  in  Bociety.  wonld  be  pro-  hZe' beneaTh.''""'^  '"  '''"  "'''""*" 
dactive  of  most  baleful  consequences. 
The  community  would  be  inundated 
with   a  flood   of    half-educated   and 
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MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION,  in  pn,feri<»»l  r^,  «^to  m«,of  th«n 
A  GENERAL  meeting  of  the  medical  "  ^®'"^«"  ©^  t*»e  Collc^,  and  not  inferior 
practitioners  of  the  northern  division    J®  ™*?*  °^  ****"*  "*  scientific  and  pracUcsl 

of  Cheshire  was  held  in  the  board-room  "Sf**^-        . 

of  the  Stockport  Infirmary,  on  the  12th  ♦!.       2."?**  *>»  invitatta  to  the  mstt'of 

ult.:  Dr.  Turner  in  the  chair.    The  ™P'^*^?«**?'»d«fKo«««iii»tion,iiior. 

"  Bill  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  «^ni!i*'^^*^1  "^>'  ''^^  has  thus  been 

Medical   Profession"    was    «^^^^  wwS^I? '"  "''''!if^,*^  *^  !f*  •^~''*^ 

as  to  some  of  its  enactments.    The    «,  ^.  ««wcrTWE. 

proposed  constitution  of  the  Council  of    ^*  ^""l^cnf  Croydon. 
Health  was  impugned,  inasmuch  as  the    X^*"««  ™tcher,  Croydon, 
great   body    of  general  practitioners     i^^u  ^^''^^^^\^^^^''''' 
arc    not  adequately   represented.      It    j^I!s  m  ^'.i    J^'^''^- 
was  regretted^  that  registration  is  not    Ka  n^;.   ~^     ^ 
made  compulsory ;  anS  that  some  sum-    R^^^i^^e^'cf^Ior' 
mary  process  of   punishment  is  not    E^w^wX^'S^?^ 
prescriU  for  pi^venting  unqualified    Joh;R.w:^^^ 
persons  from  practising  medicine  or    W.  H.  BuUcr,  Gnildford  ' 
surgery.      It  was  suggested  that  Go-    Thomas  Jenner  Sells,  Gidldfonl. 
vernment  should  not  lend    its  sane-    George  Nathaniel  Grane,  GnUdfonL 
tion  to  empiricism  by  granting  patents    Albert  Napper,  GaQdford. 
for  secret  medicines.  Henry  Sharpe  Taylor,  Gnildfbrd. 

James  Sledman,  Gnildford. 
On  Monday  evening  last,  a  meeting    J«  H*  Taylor,  Gnildford. 

took  place  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical    Richard  Eager,  Gnfldford. 

Association  of  the  Borough  of  Maryle-    J*™««  Rcnnington  Sledman,  Gnildford. 

bone :  John  Propert,  Esq.  V.P.  in  the    S^'""  ^«'^'  Durking. 

chair.     It  was  agreed  that  this  Asso-    ^"liam  Chaldicott,  Dorking. 

elation  merge  into  the  "  National  As-    S!®*^  Curth,  Dorking. 

sociation  of  General  Practitioners  in    |»»o™"  tapper,  Diwrking. 

Medicine,   Surgery,  and  Midwifery,"    Wm^v'^K*^^!?' ?"?"*• 

as  instituted  at  the  Hanover  Square    Sv?n'.h?^'i;  ^V^f?«^-  , 

Rooms  on  the  7th  ult. ,  that  the  trea!    f^h"  Kin^^^'  Lea  herhead. 

the  official  agent  of  the  above  associa-    John  Ray,  Bromley.  ^  ^ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  enrolling  new    G.  P.  Heyward,  Egham. 
names ;  and  that  some  substantialmark    James  Smith,  Richmond, 
of  respect,  to  the  extent  of  subscriptions,    Frederick  Chapman,  Richmond, 
be  conveyed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary.    No    Frederick  G.  JuUug,  Richmond, 
efforts  are  to  be  spared  towards  obtain-    Edward  H.  Hills.  Richmond, 
ing  a  "  charter  of  incorporation  for  a    William  Todd  White,  Richmond. 
College    of   General  Practitioners   in    Philip  IJo^tiT,  Richmond. 
Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Midwifery."         Richard  Haaaall,  Richmond. 

Peter  Martin,  Reigate. 
Andrew  Siason,  Reigate. 
PROTEST  OF  THE  PRACTITIONERS  •  C.  A.  Parson,  Godalming. 

OF  SURREY  Alfred  Thomas  Chandler,  Grodalming. 

'  Richard  Balchin,  Godalming. 

Robert  Clark,  Famham. 
Wb,  the  undersigned,  being  Members  of  the    Edmund  Yalden  Knowles,  Fkniham. 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  residing  in  the    Robert  Skdmen,  Great  Bookham. 
rural  parti  of  Surrey,  desire  to  record  onr    George  Smith,  Haalemere. 
earnest  and  indignant  protest  against  the    William  Sledman,  Uaslemere. 
ezclnsion  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the    T.  P.  H.  Johnson,  Hsslemere. 
proceedings  of  the  Council  of  the  College,  in    J-  N.  Shelley,  Epsom, 
the  matter  of  the  recent  Charter.  Joseph  Ward,  Epsom. 

We  protest  against  the  arbitrasy  eleva-    John  Allan,  Epsom, 
tion  of  a  few  gentlemen  above  those  of  their    George  Still  well,  Epsom, 
brethren,  who  were  previously  their  equals    Arthur  O'Brien  Jones,  Epsonu 
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Charles  H.  Batler  Lane,  Ewell.  deeply  leated ;  and.  In  aH  probabillCj,  in 
Charles  Stilwell,  Ewell.  contact  with  the  fadio-nlnar  hiteroaseom 
Thomas  Graham,  Carshalton.  ligament."  What  might  a  few  days  pre- 
T.  E.  Vernon,  Tongham.  irU>asly  have  heen  disdiarged  by  a  small 
George  Haroonrt,  Chertsey.  pancture,  now  required  a  most  fearfbl  ind- 
James  Robert  Cole,  Chertsey.  lion  for  its  eracuation.  The  bistonry  was 
Richard  Smith,  Chertsey.  produced,  plunged  deeply  between  the  pro- 
Robert  Haroourt,  Weybridge.  nators  and  sapinators  of  the  forearm,  and 
Joseph  Hewer,  Cobham.  carried  up  rapidly  from  the  wrist  to  the 
Thomas  D.  Martin,  Cobham.  bend  of  the  elbow ;  the  arm  fell  open  (I  C8i» 
Abram  Coz,  Kingston  on  Thames.  use  no  other  expression),  and  a  pint  of  matter 
Samuel  Mitchell,  Kingston  on  Thames.  instantly  escaped,  but  with  it — ^from  the 
Robert  Lomas,  Richmond.  brachial  end  of  the  wound — forcible  and 
Thomas  B.  Anderson,  Richmond.  regular  jets  of  florid  blood.  The  nature  of 
James  Campbell  Smart,  Richmond.  the  accident  was  immediately  apparent,  and 
Edward  Boulger,  Bletehingley.  attempts  were  made  to  tie  the  wounded  bi- 
furcation of  the  brachial  artery  at  its  point. 
[In  a  priTate  note  we  are  mformed  that  ^f  division.  This  was  not  accomplished, 
this  protest  "  is  signed  by  nearly  the  whole  ^j  j^  ^„  therefore  cut  down  upon  in  the 
of  the  practitioners  of  the  oountir  parts  of  ^g^^j  pi^^j^^  ^^  secured. 
Surrey,  who  are  Members  of  the  CoUege  of  j  ^^  ^^  hospital  painfblly  impressed  by 
Surgeons,"  and  that  ••  scarcely  a  single  ^flections  on  the  case.  Surely,  said  I, 
name  of  any  respecUble  practitioner  settled  4.  p^^jng  aside  the  accident  which  attended 
in  the  pradp^  towns  of  the  county  is  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^h  ^„  clearly  the  result  of 
wanting.— Eo.  Gaz.J  reckless  carelessness  m  conducting  the  inci- 
sion,— so  celebrated  a  surgeon  as  M. 


"  HOTEL-DIEU  SURGERY."  knew  that  the  matter  should  have  been  eva- 
cuated  as  soon  as  its  presence  became  appa- 
rent in  the  thumb ;— or,  was  that  operation 

7b  the  Editor  qfthe  Medieai  Gaiette.  not  sufficientiy  icMant  for  him  ?"     I  could 

c..  not  dispel  the  conviction  that  the  mischief 

_           '               ,              ,    ^         u         *  had  been  allowed  to  go  on  in  order  to  afford 

Tan  appearance,  hi  your  last  nuinber,  of  ^^,  HrangerM  an  opportunity  of  witnessing 

some  appropriate  remarks  on  hosp!&l  sur-  ^^  ^„^^  mwutrt. 

g^Tj  (?)  in  Pans,  tempto  me  to  forward  you  ^he  sequel  is  stiU  more  melancholy.    The 

the  leading  facts  of  tiiree  cases  which  fcU  mi^^hirfoontinued  to  advance;  the  poor 

under  my  own  observation,  and  whidi,  I  f^^^  j^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^hen  I  left  Paris, 

venture  to  tiimk,  should  oonvmce  our  migra-  ^^  ^„  contempUted  to  remove  the  arm  at 

tory  students  that  as  good  smg^  may  be  ^he  shoulder.joint. 

found  on  tiieir  own  side  of  the  Channel  as  Case  2  was  at  La  Pitii,  the  patient  a  man 

among  our  more  "  pohshed"  neighbours.  .^^  45^  ^  ^j^  j^j        compound  fractui« 

^a^}"  J""  notes  were  made  at  the  Ume  .nd  dislocation  of  tiie  ankle  .joint-such  an 

(1838),  tiie  cases  tiiemselves  were  sufficientiy  ^^  „  ^          j       .according  to  English 

striking  to  leave  an  unfsaing  impression  on    motions,  immediate  amputetion.   Mons.- 

Ijy  «*??J  ^^  "  one  of  tiiem  occurred  at  j^y^    ^^^  ^^  y^''^^  ^^     ^^    ^^^ 

tiie  H6tel-pien,  and  m  Ihe  chmque  of  a  ^  us,  postponed  tiie  operation  until  tho 

rorgeon  who   has  published   cntiasms  on  following  morning,  remarking  tiiat    "tiie 

English  practice,  I  shaU  give  it  first.  attendance  of  students  was  too  scanty." 

A  young  man,  m  good  health,  but  of  de-  q„  ^  ^  following,  being  at  tiie  hospital 

bote  frame,  was  admitted  witii  what  wiis    y^^  the  arrival  of  Mons. ,  I  had  an. 

°'l!^^uP"?°^'^'?'  ^'2***''  ^^J^^  ^  opportunity  of  examining  tiie  patient  witii. 

r^.  *^  ^r^*  inflammation  had  «-  the  di«ser!.    ThereSrcrS,  in  addition  to  tiie 

tendedtotiiewrist,  and  matter  was  already  jn.conditioned  wound,  akrming  oonstitu- 

supposed  to  be  forming  under  tiie  pahnar  ^^^  .ymptoms.  and  a  suspiciSus-looking: 

fasaa.    When  1  saw  him  Jere  was  no  doubt  discolorition    on   the    calf    of    tiie    1^ 

as  to  tiie  presence  of  mati^  there,  yet  no    ^ona came,  and  again  postponed  ^ 

outlet  was  made  for  it.      On  tiie  second  day  operation,  for  tii^  sam?  reaion  (we  were 

following,  not  only  the  hand  but  tiie  forearm  ..*^„,    j^  ^  doim^,  "carcely  glanced  at 

was  mvolved,  and  pus  had  foi»md  its  way  ^^  ^  „  y^     ^  I,      aniVn  the 

!^^«',^«  «'ii«f.^^8^«^'  which,  by  Its  bkckness  being  pointed  out  to  him  dec]Bxed 

inelasticity,actedhkealigatureontiieswoIlen  .^  ^  y^  ecchJiiosU.    The  man  died  tiiat 

parts.      Mons. now  for  the  first  time  gygnjn^  ^j^  sancrene 

said,  tiiat  *•  tiiere  was  matter ;  tiiat  it  was  Casc  3,  alio  it  I^  Piti*.  was  tiiat  of  * 
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woman  whom  I  law  operated  on  by  the 
same  surgeon  for  cancer  of  the  left  mamma. 
The  disease  was  found  to  extend  into  the 
axilla,  and  the  dissection  was  long  and  diffi- 
cult in  consequence.  In  three  quarters  of 
an  hour  Mons.  — —  had  removed  several 
diseased  glands,  and  in  doing  so  had  com- 
pletely exposed  the  axillary  vessels  and 
nerves,  so  that  they  could  be  distinctly  seen 
from  the  uppermost  benches  of  the  theatre — 
a  bold  as  well  as  a  skilful  piece  of  work. 
But  what  happened  next? — Each  of  the 
assistants,  one  by  one,  was  allowed  by  the 
operator  to  handle  the  artery,  and,  with 
finger  and  thumb,  to  convince  himself,  by 
testing  its  pulsation,  that  his  astonished  and 
admiring  eyes  had  not  deceived  him.  I 
remarked  to  an  Englishman  at  my  side,  a 
stranger  to  me,  but  whose  eye  this  may  meet, 
that  there  could  be  but  one  result  to  such 
barbarity.  Two  days  afterwards  her  bed 
was  vacant.  I  learned  that  she  was  dead, 
and,  being  unable  to  obtain  more  satisfactory 
information  from  the  dressers,  was  led  to 
conclude  that  there  had  been  secondary 
haemorrhage. 

Now,  it  is  rather  because  these  cases  are, 
all  three  of  them,  exemplificative  of  bad 
surgery,  than  on  account  of  the  barbarity 
which  distinguished  their  treatment,  that  I 
transmit  them  to  the  Gazette.  That  the 
English  student  may  derive  much  information 
from  his  attendance  on  French  hospitals  is  not 
to  be  denied ;  that  he  may  see  here  what  he 
will  never  see  in  his  own  country  is  equally 
certain ;  but  that  the  kind  of  information 
thus  obtained,  at  the  expense  of  his  better 
feelings,  can  ever  be  useful  to  him  as  a 
philosophical,  humane,  and  high-minded 
practitioner  is  very  questionable.  That  the 
French  are  distinguished  by  their  talent, 
and,  above  all,  by  their  splendid  contribu- 
tions to  medical  science,  I  am  ever  ready  to 
allow ;  that  some  of  their  surgical  proceed- 
ings are  attended  with  unlooked-for  success 
is  also  true ;  but  that  their  failures  are  as  a 
hundred  to  one  of  these  successes  the  expe- 
rience of  eye-witnesses  can  confirm.  The 
quack,  in  our  own  country,  because  he  is 
unscrupulous,  occasionally  works  a  cure 
which  a  recognised  surgeon  has  declared 
unattainable.  Preserve  us,  however,  alike 
from  the  uneducated  mthlessness  of  the 
quack,  and  the  refined  and  brilliant  execu- 
tion of  the  French  hospital  surgeon. 

Chirurous  Britannicus. 

London,  Dec.  19, 1844. 


VACCINATION,    RE-VACCINATION, 
SUSCEPTIBILITY  TO  SMALL-POX. 


Of  139  persons  attacked  vrith  small-pox 
in  the  course  of  eight  years,  in  a  district  of 
Prussia,  47  had  not  been  vaccinated  and  92 
had  been  vaccinated;  of  the  unvaccinated 
15  died,  of  the  vaccinated  1  was  lost.  In 
addition  to  these,  it  was  known  that  121 
persons  who  had  been  vaccinated  were  in 
immediate  attendance  upon  the  patients 
labouring  under  small«pox,  without  becom- 
ing affected. 

The  susceptibility  to  infection  from  small- 
pox appears  to  increase  in  a  very  regular 
progression,  according  to  the  number  of 
years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  vaccina- 
tion :  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh  year  the 
susceptibility  to  small-pox  contagion  is 
again  very  considerable ;  and  it  appears  to 
reach  its  maximum  after  the  sixteenth  year. 
Almost  the  same  progression  as  occurs  in  re- 
ference to  the  number  of  years  since  vacci- 
nation was  performed,  also  occurs  with  re- 
ference to  the  more  perfectly  developed  or 
severer  forms  of  small-pox  in  the  vaccinated  : 
up  to  the  fifteenth  year  not  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  vaccinated  are  severely  affected ; 
between  the  sixteenth  and  thirtieth  years 
somewhat  more  than  one-third,  and  after 
thirty  years  half  of  those  attacked  have 
small-pox  in  a  severe  form.  This  appears 
very  distinctly  in  the  following  table : — 


Tears  elapsed 
since  the 

MOder 

forms 

Vaccinated 

forms  of 

of 

persons. 

vaccination. 

smaD- 

small- 

pox. 

pox. 

4 

1  to    5  years. 

3 

1 

7 

6„10     „ 

5 

2 

6 

11„15     „ 

5 

1 

17 

16  .,20     „ 

11 

6 

23 

21  „  25     „ 

15 

8 

23 

26  „  30     „ 

14 

9 

10 

31  „  35     „ 

5 

5 

2 

36„40     „ 

1 

1 

92 

59 

33 

The  following  general  conclusions  may  be 
drawn: — 

1st.  Re-vaccination  as  a  general  rule  is  well 
undertaken  between  sixteen  and  twenty  yean 
of  age,  inasmuch  as  during  this  period  the 
susceptibility  or  resusoeptibitity  to  small-poz 
is  greatest. 

2d.  From  the  ninth  to  the  tenth  year  after 
the  first  vaccination,  the  susceptibility  to  be 
affected  anew  with  the  vaccine  poison  exists 
in  a  considerable  degree  :  re-vaccination 
among  children  of  ten  years  of  age  having  a 
like  amount  of  efficacy,  being  successful  as 
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frequently  as  among  older  individuals.— IV.  vaccinated  with  luccess  in  the  course  of  the 
Sehiifer,  Medieinitche  Zeitung,  No.  13,  year.  Finally,  two  persona  were  attacked, 
1344^  one  with  varioloid,   another  with  genuine 

' . — — small-pox,  who  had  not  been  vaccinated  in 

RESULTS  their  youth,  but  who  had  at  a  later  period 

„,  gone  through  a  former  attack  of  small-poz, 

distinct  evidences  of  which  they  still  bore  on 
RE-VACCINATIONS   PERFORMED      their  persons. 

IN  THE  PRUSSIAN  ARMY  IN  The  disease  in  the  23  men  re-vaccinated 

THT?  VI?  A  p  ift^i  in  the  course  of  the  year    was  mild  and 

THIS  1JJ.AK  l»4d.  fovourable,  except  in  a  single  instance,  in 

which  death  followed.    Two  other  deaths 

In  this  year  the  number  of  individuals  occurred  in  the  Prussian  army  from  small- 
vaccinated  amounted  to  42,998,  of  whom  pox  m  the  course  of  the  year  1843  ;  one  in 
the  number  who  had  distinct  traces  of  having  ^  Qi^n  who  had  been  vaccinated  in  the  year 
been  already  vaccinated  was  .  .  34,390  1942,  the  other  in  a  man  who  had  been  re- 
Having  indistinct  traces  .  .  .  6,258  yaccinated  in  1843  without  effect. — Medici- 
Having  no  trace  whatever  .  .        2,350    nUche  Ztitwng, 

Of  the  number  vaccinated  the  cow- 

pock  ran  its  course  regularly  in      22,062  "  ~~ 

Irregularly  in 8,613  IMPERFORATE  HYMEN. 

and  in 12,323  

the  vaccination  was  without  an  effect.  j^j  l.,  aged  18,  had  compkined  for  about 

In  the  latter  number,  vaccination  ^^^  ^f  ^^  ^^^  j^  ^he  abdomen, 

was  tned  again  with  effect  in   .        2,439     ^^  ^^  j^g^  ^^^  f^^^^  blooming  appear- 

Without  effect  m 9,671     ^^^  ^j  ^^  ^^^^  time  that  her  abdomen 

Of  those  who  were  vaccinated,  or  re-  became  enlarged— a  circumstance  which  led 
vaccinated  with  effect,  in  the  course  of  this  at  first  to  the  suspicion  of  pregnancy,  but 
year  1843,  there  were  attacked  with  va-  which  was  soon  ascertained  to  be  unfounded, 
ricella  .         .         •        .         11  Various  means  having  been  tried  to  restore 

With  varioloid     ...  8  the  catamenia,  which  had  been  suppressed, 

With  genuine  small-pox       .  4  and  the  patient  getting  worse  and  worse,  I 

,    ,       .  ..   ^   -.,     ^«  ,v/»«  .        was  called  into  consultation.     I  found  the 

It  therefore  appears  that  of  the  42,998  m-  ^^^^^^  emaciated,  paUid,  with  a  flush  upon 
dividual  who  were  vaccmated  or  re-  the  cheek,  frequency  of  pulse,  and  complain- 
vaccinated  m  the  ^russian  army,  in  the  •„  ^f  thirst  and  sleeplessness.  She  was 
course  o^^t^e  year  1843,  22.062  were  done  ,3?hn,atic,  and  motion  of  every  kind,  parti- 
with  such  effect  that  genume  rq|ular  cow-  ^^^,  „o^nting  a  stair,  was  very  distress- 
pock  followed  the  operation.  Of  100  vac-  ^  ^\^^  jhe  abdomen  was  distended  as 
cinated  or  re- vaccmated,  consequently,  the  ^^\y^^  y^^  ^od  of  pregnancy,  uniform  and 
protective  pustule  went  through  its  n^lar  ^  but  without  fluctuatibn.  She  had 
course  m  somewhat  more  than  51,  which  IS  constant  desire  to  make  water,  but  only 
very  nearly  the  proportion  which  was  ob-  ^^^  ^  ^.^  ^rops  at  a  time  witiiout  pain, 

served  m  tiie  years  1841  and  1842.  j^^^j       ^^  appetite,   she  took  very  littie 

In  the  course  of  ^e  year  1843  imaU-pox  nourishment ;  nevertheless,  tiie  bowels  were 
prevailed  epidaniadly  over  the  Pnissian  ^^^^  ^^ji  ^^^  having  a  constant  desire  to 
monardiy ;   and  the  disease  appeared  with  to  stool.     In  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of 

unusual  frequency  mong  the  troops,  167  the  case,  I  explored  per  vaginam,  and  im- 
individoals  having  been  stacked  with  small-  mediately  discovered  Uiat  the  hymen  was 
pox  m  one  shape  or  another  in  the  course  of  completely  imperforate,  and  had  thus  re- 
the  year;  the  disease  shewmg  itself  as  tainid  the  menrtrual  fluid.  I  at  once  di- 
vanodU  m  72,  as  vanoloid  in  80,  and  as  ^^ed  the  hymen  witii  a  lancet,  upon  which 
unmitigated  small.pox  m  15.  about  three  pints  of  very  foetid  putrid  blood, 

S^.^\:!^?^  "^T^  ""{  ??»  ^^.'^  mixed  witii  slime,  esciped.  The  patient 
variMUa,  40  of  ▼«n°»o>d,  1^  6  of  genuine  ^^^ted,  but  on  recovering  declared  herself 
•mall-pox,  76in  all,  occunjd  m  mdividuals  ^^^  ^^  under  the  use  of  bark  and 
whohadnotb««.jixanated;  andagM^^^  ^  ^^  the  return  of  tiie  n^uhir  men- 
cases  of  vanoella,  31  of  vanoloid,  and  4  of  .tnial  discharge,  soon  recovered  her  former 
genume  tm^-pox,  occurred  in  individuals  ^^^  appeariice  and  her  healtii.  -  Dr. 
who  hadbeen  once  or  tmce  subjected  to  re-  R.HFELiTlferficmacAe  Zeitvng,  No.  11, 
vaccination  in  former  years  without  effect;  ^844  y»  ' 
and  11  cases  of  varicella,  8  of  varioloid,  and 

4   of   true  small-pox,    as  already    stated,  

occurred  in  individuals  who  had  been  re-  ~~^ 
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many  animals,  both  by  covering  the  surface  really  valuable  additions  to    onr    science, 

-  ^  of  the  uninjured  skin  with  an  impervious  should  it  be  found  that  the  lactic  add  which 

^«  glaze,  and  by  the  somewhat  barbarous  pro-  Benelius  invoked  as  a  constituent  of  all  the 

s  cedure  of  stripping  the  creature  of  its  skin  animal  fluids,  should  be  found  to  be  a  dream, 

:      entirely.     Strange  to  say,  albuminous  urine  as  we  are  lately  assured  it  is  with  regard  to 

"^  X    was  secreted  more  certainly  in  the  latter  cir-  the  urine  ? — Ed.  Gaz.] 

-  ^     cnmstances,  if  the  raw  and  bleeding  surface      ...^^^ 

-=      a.    of  the  body  were  covered  with  an  imper-  CASB  OF 

z      vious  varnish,  than  if  it  were  left  naked, 
r  M.Fourcault's  explanation  of  the  appear.        FUNGUS  FROM  THE  SYNOVIAL 

■    -:::_  ance  of  the  albumen  in  the  urine,  when  the  CAPSULE  OF  THE  iSlNEE 

-^-.  skin  is  covered  with  an  impervious  varnish, 

-  Is  connected  with  a  retention  of  lactic  acid  tmated  bycomprbssion. 
_    -__-  ^  in  the  blood :    **  In  examining  successively 

'    7-S.      the  effects  of  the  dements  of  the  cutaneous  Tbk.  subject  of  this  case  is  a  young  man, 

_        transpiration  upon  albumen,"  says  M.  F.  aged  thirty,  of  a  lymphatic  and  deteriorated 

-    ~    ^       ''it  was  easy  to  perceive  that  the  lactic  acid  constitution.    On  the  internal  surface  of  the 

which  comes  to  be  in  excess  in  the  blood,  knee  there  is  an  ulcer  of  the  size  of  the  palm 

_  ~  _        when  the  add  excretion  of  the  skin  is  inter-  of  the  hand,  from  whose  base  has  sprung  an 

_  "        rupted,  is  the  true  cause  of  this  phenomenon,  ill-conditioned  fungus  of  the  size  of  half  an 

and  of  the  other  chronic  alterations  of  the  orange,  and  which,  according  to  M.  Gerdy, 

albumen  ;  among  which  are  found  hydro-  originates  from  the  external  surfuse  of  the 

albuminaria,  scrofula,  tuberde,  hide-binding  synovial  capsule,  and  has  no  communication 

among  infants,  elephantiasis,  lepra,  phleg-  with  tiie  joint.     The  articular  movements 

masia  alba  dolens,  &c."  are  quite  free,  and  cause  no  discharge  of  pus. 

His  condusions  are  these : —  as  would  be  th  e  case  if  the  disease  com- 

1st.  The  skin  is  apurdy  excreting  organ,  muoicated  with  the  synovial  cavity.     In  M. 

and  the  products  of  the  perspiration  are  not  Gerdy's  opinion  this  is  the  best  test  that  can 

formed  in  its  tissue.  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 

2nd.  When  a  living  animal  is  flayed,  its  if  a  tumor  containing  fluid,  and  which  has 

internal   temperature    remains    long  unaf-  been  opened,  communicates  with  the  neigh- 

fected ;  albuminaria  is  not  the  result  of  this  bouring  articulation  or  not.      The  patient 

operation ;  when  it  occurs,  it  may  disappear  has  an  affection  of  the  same  nature  on  the 

without  the  circumstances  changing.  dorsal  surface  of  the  wrist.      The  fungus 

3rd.  The  artificial  suppression  of  the  cu-  neither  appears  cancerous,  nor  has  any  ten- 

taneous  exhalation  determines  five  orders  of  dency  to  bleed  :  at  the  knee,  as  well  as  at 

phenomena :  a,  a  great  change  in  the  blood ;  the  wrist,   it  is  composed  of  an  enormous 

b,  a  great  fall  in  temperature ;  e,  supersecre-  number  of  granulations,  of  the  size  of  a  not, 

tions  and  effusions  of  different  natures ;  d,  having  a  greyish  colour,  and  of  a  soft  dirty 

local  lesions  and  vascular  engorgements ;  e,  aspect,  and  yidding  a  large  quantity  of  foetid 

alterations  in  the  urine ;  among  the  number,  pas.    The  means  employed  by  M.  Gerdy  for 

albuminaria,  which  may  also  be  determined,  the  treatment  of  this  affection  are,  compres- 

though  this  happens  much  more  rarely,  of  don  by  means  of  strips  of  adhesive  plaster, 

a  primary  affection  of  the  kidneys.  and  under  the  influence  of  these,  and  rest, 

4th.  The  introduction  of  lactate  of  soda  the  disease  is  improving.     M.  Gerdy  has 

into  the  veins  produces  dbuminaria,  by  fa-  met  with  one  other  case  of  this  rare  disease ; 

vouring  the  formation  of  an  excess  of  lactic  it  was  situds  at  the  dhow  joint,  and  occurred 

acid  in  the  blood.  in  an  individual  in  whom  he  had  amputated 

5th.  When  the  add  secretion  of  the  skin  the  leg,  but  who  refosed  to  submit  to  the 

is  suddenly  suppressed,  a  profound  dtera*  loss  of  his  arm ;  it  was  treated  by  com- 

tion  of  the  organic  elements  of  the  blood  is  pression,  and  a  cure  fbllowed,  but  there  was 

determined.    Such  an  dteration  is  observed  anchylosis  of  the  joint, 

in  ib»  Asiatic  cholera,  in  plague,  yellow  fe-  In  a  pathologicd  point  of  view  this  is  a 

▼er,  and   some  severe    diseases    of  these  rare  affection  ;  indeed,  it  is  the  first  time  we 

countries.  have  met  with  it.    An  attentive  examination 

6th.    When  the  secretion  is  slowly  or  of  the  joint  leads  to  tibe  idea  that  there  is  hy- 

gradually  suppressed,  a  number  of  chronic  pertrophy  of  the  whole  synovid  capsule, 

diseases  are  produced ;  amongst  which,  we  with  tendency  to  fungus  from  its  extemd 

reckon  dbuminaria,  and  the  other  dtera-  surface.     It  appears  to  us  that  the  affection 

tions  of  the  dbumen  already  indicated.—  may  be  compared  to  certdn  non-cancerous 

CompUt  Rendvs,  S^e,,  No.  19,  1844.  fungi  which  occur  on  the  mucous  membrane 

[We  presume  that  the  facts  are  all  as  M.  of  the  dveolar  processes,  and  which  have 
FourcaiUt  states   them.      His   theoretiod    been  denominated  epuli.     Its  oo-exiitenfie 

views  most  of  course  be  distingnished  from  at  the  knee  and  wrist  at  one  and  the  same 
them ;   or,  what  diould  become  of  these    time,  and  the  deteriorated  state  of  the  oon- 
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stitatioii,  would  lead  ub  to  suspect  that  it  shire. — H.Fenton. — J.Hewitt. — C.Brookes, 

originates   from    some    peculiar    diathesis.  London. — B.  T.  Lowne,  Brixton ,  Surrey. — 

There  are,   however,   nof.distinct  signs  of  R.  Dinham,  Taunton. — F.  Rowle,  Liskeard, 

scrofula,  although  the  patient  has  a  pale,  Cornwall. — M.  O.  Larmuthy  Salford,  Lan- 

cachectic  look;    hut  this    appearance    is,  caster. 

perhaps,  an  effect  of  the  local  disease  itself.  Dee.  26. — ^W.  Y.  W.  Langley,  Brizham, 

However  this  may  he,  M.  Gerdy  has  com-  Torhay. — ^N.  J.Dampier,  Colinshay's  House, 

menced  the  treatment  hy  compression,  to  Somersetshire. 

which  he  proposes  to  add  the  internal  use  of     «^ 

the  iodide  of  potassium.     A  marked  dimi-  wnnrrATirnv               «ir«.r,^^nrx« ,» 

nution  m  the  size  of  the  vegetations  has  MORTALITY  of  the  METROPOLIS. 

already  token  pbujc,  under  the  we  of  the  neaihs  Jrom  all  eautes  regittered  in  the 

compression  rione.-^nmife*  de  Th^apeu^  ^^^^  ^^  Saturday.  Dec.  21. 

tiquet    and   Dublin  Journal   of  Medical  ^               " 

Science  AllCausbs 1393 

^^^^^-  SpbciviboCausbs 1390 

— I.— Zymotic  (Bpidemic,  Endemic,  and 

SUPERFECUND ATION  ?  Contagious)  Olaeaaes,  258 1  among 

which,  of— 

A   sow  which  had  already  farrowed  five  m°**i  ^^ ** 

young  ones,  made  a  second  accouchement  of  &SrSit?na ' .' .'  .* .'  .*  .* .  .'.*!!.."*.'!    4S 

five  more  a  fortnight  afterwards.     These-  Hooping  Cough  !!.'!!.!!!!!!    si 

cond  litter  were  small  but  lively.     The  sow,  Croup  15 

which  had  had  several  litters  before,  gene-  DSSoea '!!!*.!!! o 

rally  produced  from  ten  to  twelve  at  a  birth.  Dysentery  !.'!!.*!!!!!!!!!!!!!     a 

— Lbhwbss,  Veterinarian,  in  Medicinieehe  Cholera   a 

ztnuHff,ifo.n.  T^'S"::::::::::::::::::::  d 

'  II.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW.  LtS^^Cot^''''  ^'  '^ ' 

Mr.  Lizars'  Text-Book  of  Anatomy  for  Drow"*^?°!*.^' .'.'..' *.'***.*.*.'.'    35 

Junior  Students.     Part  III.  Scrofula  !!!!.'!!!!!'.'.!!!!!!.'.'      5 

A  Practical  Treatise  on  Diseases  peculiar  Cancer 5 

to  Women:   iUustrated  by  Cases  derived  D^wEty  !;!!!'.';.".'.".*::.'*"    u 

from   Hospital  and   Private  Practice.     By  Sudden  Deaths  .*.*.'!!!!!.*.'.*.'.".'    17 

Samuel  Ashwell,  M.D.  III.— Diaeases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 

The  Medical  Remembrancer ;  or,  Book  of  which 'of-**  ^^*^*  **'  "°°^' 

Emergencies.      By  Edward  B.   L.  Shaw,  Hydrocephalus 86 

M.R.C.S.  &c.  Apoplexy 35 

Researches  and  Observations  on  the  Causes  J*™>yf» M 

of  Scrofulous  Diseases.  By  J.  G.  Lugoi.  liSSity .". .::::::;:::::::::   J 

—  "  Delirium  Tremens   1 

^r^^A,  ^^«*-r^^^  ^««.^«^«.^-..,»^«  IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  OF  other  Ornins  of  Respiration.  511 ; 

ENGLAND.  '"°?Se=i' m 

Liet  qf  Gentlemen  admitted  Membere,  JKhS?*."!*^'.'.'/.'.'.'.'.'/..'.';.;.    68 

Dee.  20. — ^G.  I.  Wycherley. — J.  JoUiffe. —  Phthisis  or  Oontninption' .!! !  146 

H.  J.  Oldham.— Gi  E.  Givins.— G.  Rigden.  „     ^.        Diseases  ot  the  Lungs,  &c. . . .    81 

T     T     M»wlM(rrv I     \X7     T  itflAr  _T  V.— Disesses  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels    i6 

w'          J?^^^'^'                        —  '  VI.-Diseases  of  the  Stomach.  Liver,  and 

Mason. — C.  Townsend.  other  Orirans  of  Digestion,  61 ; 

Dec.  23.— W.  Ross.— W.  H.  Cameron.—  amoM  which,  of— 

F.  B.  PhiUipson.—R.  Bark.— G.  Jeffreys.—  SSriSs '0 

J.  Gkxiden. — J.  Bromfield. — W.  W.  James.  Enteritis  *.*.!!!!.!*.!!.*!!!!!'*.!    16 

—  T.   B.  Bnmstead.  —  S.   Burgess.  —  N.  Tabes  ....'.'.'.['.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.     7 

Brangwin.— J.  Pechy.— G.  F.  Fletcher.  9f™**i;oV'*:i.* ? 

° ^  Disease  of  Stomach,  ftc 4 

Disesse  of  Liver,  &c. 6 

APOTHECARIES' HALL.  vnL^SiSK  DhiS'^'tto  uiii-,     * 

Ge,Ulemenw^lf^obtai,edCMificale,,  '^^ '^S^ ^.'.^7. lO 

Dee.  1 9. — J.  W  ilhams,  Lemtwardm,  Here-  Disease  of  Uterus 6 

fordshire. — J.  C.  Coulton,   Lyme  Regis,  IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 
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LECTURES  extension,  without  any  permanent  deformity 

ON  THE  or  malposition,  the  malposition  taking  place 

NATUKfi     AND     TREATMENT     OF  only  daring  the  time  the  patient  is  taking 

rkvvrMiiiyrTTiirc  cxercisc.      It  consists,  then,  m  a  relaxation 

liCrUKMlimb,  ^f  ^g  crucial  ligaments,  combined  with* 

Delivered  at  the  Bloomtbury  Square  generally  diminished  tone  of  the  muscles,  as 

Inttituiion.  well  as  of  the  body  generally,  allow^ing  the 

Bt  R.  W.  Tamplin,  F.R.C.S.E.  ^^ead  of  the  tibia  on  its  anterior  surface  to 

Suiveon  to  the  Institution.  approximate  to  the  anterior  surface  of  the 

condyles  of  the  femur,  the  posterior  surface 

being  separated  to  a  greater  extent  than  is 

Dmision  of  the  vastus  extetmua  end  fascia  natural,  whereby  the  thigh  and  leg  appear 

iata  for  knock-knee.     Relaxed  condition  curved  posteriorly,  and  the  popliteal  apace 

qf  the  ligaments  of  the  knee-joint,  ad-  \q^i^  ^nd  appearing  convex  instead  of  con- 

mittinff  qf  undue  motion  antero-poate-  gave.     ThU  affectioa  is  generally  met  with 

riorly:  treatment  of  .    Contraction  of  the  i^  children  of  delicate  constitution,  often- 

knee  commonfy  called  ankylosis — conge-  ^^j^^s  combined  with  paralysis  and  antero- 

nital,   non-congenital.     Causes  qf  non-  posterior  curvature  of  the  spine,  which  has 

congenital  acting  directly  :    injuHes  qf  been  occasioned  by  ulceration  of  the  bodies 

various    kinds,-    inflammation    simply i  of  the  vertebrae;  and   patients  affected  iu 

rheumatism  ;      scrofulous     disease,     or  this  way  possess  no  steady  method  of  walk- 

"  white  swelling,''  with  abscesses  about  jng^  for  as  soon  as  the  body  is  carried  be- 

the joint:  treatment  of    Indii  ect  causes :  yond  its  perpendicular  position  with  the  leg 

injuries  to  the  spine— cerebral  or  spinal  ^^ich  is  supporting  the  body,  whilst  its  fel- 

tmtation.  low  is  carried  forwards,  a  sudden  yielding 

In  my  last  lecture  I  omitted  to  mention  to  and  jerk  take  place,  owing  to  the  relaxed 

yon  the  mode,  of  dividing  the  vastus  exter-  condition  of  the  ligaments,  as  far  as  the  li- 

nus  and  fascia  lata,  which  is  frequently  ne-  gaments  admit  of,  and  the  muscles  for  the 

cessary  in  the  severe  forms  of  knock- knee,  moment  have  no  firm  attachment,  so  that 

After  having   divided   the    tendon   of    the  the  patient  appears  to  sink  in  a  measure  on 

biceps  flexor  femoris,  let  the  assistant  oonti-  each   step   taken.      This   produces  a  |>rcat 

nue  the  forcible  extension  :  you  then  exa-  sense  of  weakness  and  difficulty  in  walking, 

mine  the  fascia  lata  just  above  the  external  with  inability  to  take  much  exercise  without 

condyle  of  the  feronr;  if  it  is  tense,  pass  a  suffering  froc^  fatigue;  and  the  very  circum- 

aharp-pointed  knife  beneath  it  and  the  vas-  stance  of  walking  occasions  an  increase  of 

tus   extemns,   from   behind  forwards,  and  the  deformity,  in  consequence  of  the  conti- 

divide  it  from  within  outwards.     It  is  a  nued  stretching  kept  up  in  the  ligaments. 

simple  operation,   and   one  free  from   any  Of  course  your  treatment  will  be  directed  to 

casoalty,  as  you  have  nothing  but  the  bone  such   means   as  will  improve   the  general 

on  the  inside.     After  the  division,  proceed  health  of  the  patient,'  together  with  the  best 

as  I  described  to  you  with  the  after-treat-  and  most  uniform  support  to  the  knee- 

ment.  joints ;  aa  it  is  only  by  keeping  the  knee- 

To-day  we  shall  consider,  Ist,  a  condition  joints  fixed,  or,  at  all  events,  so  confined 

of  the  knee-joint  occasionally  met  with,  which  that  any  undue  motion  is  effectually  pre- 

consists  in  a  general  elongation  of  the  liga-  vented,  that  you  can  by  possibility  eflVct  a 

ments  oonnectiog  the  joint,  and  admitting  of  cure,  as  if  this  play  in  the  ligaments  *i8  at- 

an  nndae  amount  of  motion  antero-poste-  lowed,  they  cannot  be  expected  to  contract 

riorly,  which  allows  of  a  greater  amount  of  upon  themselves,  and  to  limit  the  motions 

893.— XXXV.  2  P 
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of  the  joint  to  iti  natural  standard,  no  mat- 
ter how  much  the  health  of  the  patient  may 
be  improved. 

The  means  I  have  adopted,  with  those  un- 
able to  go  to  the  expense  of  irons,  is  a 
straight  splint,  well  padded,  behind  the  leg, 
either  retained  in  its  position  with  strapping 
or  bandage.  This  compels  the  patient  to 
walk  with  a  stiff  knee  for  a  time,  but  will 
nevertheless  effectually  overcome  the  defor- 
mity if  persevered  in.  In  others  more  for- 
tunately circumstanced,  I  have  ordered  irons 
having  a  stop -joint  at  the  knee,  which  ena- 
bles them  either  to  use  the  joint  or  not  as 
they  may  feel  inclined,  with  a  screw  pad 
pressing  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  femur, 
just  above  the  knee ;  with  a  similar  one 
behind  the  calf,  just  below  the  knee.  These 
pads  you  will  be  enabled  so  to  adapt  that 
no  motion  can  take  place  beyond  the  extent 
wished  for ;  the  knee  itself  being  firmly  held 
by  a  double  knee-cap.  I  certainly  prefer 
that  the  knee  should  be  kept  stiff  whilst  the 
patients  are  taking  exercise,  as  the  less 
amount  of  continued  motion  the  better,  in 
my  opinion,  although  that  motion  may  not 
be  in  itself  excessive.  The  patients  can 
then,  if  they  wish  it,  press  the  bolt  back- 
ward which  retains  the  iron  in  the  straight 
line,  and  flex  the  joint  whilst  in  a  sitting 
posture. 

The  time  occupied  in  treating  a  case  of 
this  kind  will  vary  according  to  the  general 
health  of  the  patient,  and  the  success  attend- 
ing your  efforts  made  to  prevent  any  undue 
motion  of  the  joint,  which  must  be  most 
unremittingly  persevered  in  until  the  patient 
is  enabled  to  walk,  unassisted  by  support, 
without  the  yielding  taking  place ;  and  even 
then  I  would  not  advise  the  entire  absence 
of  the  support.  It  is  much  better  to  com- 
mence in  this  way,  say  half  an  hour  daily 
for  the  first  few  days ;  and  if  no  return  of 
the  deformity  occurs,  or  increased  motion 
takes  place,  extend  it  to  an  hour ;  and  so 
on,  that  the  patient  may  be  accustomed  to 
forego  by  degrees  the  support ;  and  should 
any  relapse  Uke  place,  let  any  increase  of  it 
be  effectually  and  at  once  prevented. 

We  now  oome  to  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant of  all  ddbrmities,  the  most  important 
also  of  the  knee-joint,  involving  almost  in- 
variably the  necessity  for  a  patient  afflicted 
with  it  walking  with  crutches,  or  a  wooden 
leg,  which  is  of  course  a  severe  inconve- 
nience, independently  of  the  deformity  itself, 
preventing  those  suffering  fi-om  it  taking 
any  active  exercise ;  I  allude  to  eomtraetion 
qfih*  knee-joint  in  the  flexed  position.  1 
say  in  the  flexed  position,  because,  in  knock- 
knee  you  have  muscular  contraction,  as  well 
as  in  the  straight  or  extended  position  of  the 
joint,  as  I  shiA  hereafter  mention  to  you ; 
this  is  commonly  called  ankylosis  of  the 
knee.  This  deformity  or  malpoeition  (for 
that  is  its  real  character),  consists  either  of 


a  permanently  flexed  position  solely,  or 
flexed  and  everted  combined,  a  semi-rotated 
condition  of  the  tibia  on  the  femur — that  ia, 
if  the  legs  were  brought  into  the  extended 
position,  the  knees  would  be  found  to  incline 
inwardly  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and  the 
foot  and  leg  everted.  There  is  also  another 
change  of  the  relative  position  of  the  bones 
frequently  met  with  in  combination,  namely, 
a  riMseding  of  the  tibia  upon  the  posterior  sur- 
face of  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  (vide  figs. 
3  and  4  ;  this  last  involving  the  necessity  of 
an  iteration  of  structure,  or  of  the  natural 
relative  length  of  the  ligaments  being  lost, 
as  will  be  hereafter  seen.  It  is  a  congenital 
and  non- congenital  deformity  ;  but  so  rarely 
is  it  met  with  congenital,  as  to  form  the  ex- 
ception. In  the  congenital  deformity  you 
have  simply  a  contraction  of  the  flexors  of 
the  knee,  unaccompanied  with  any  altera- 

Fio.  1. 


An  example  of  couKcnital  contraction  of  the  knee, 
taken  from  a  patient  aged  19,  in  whom  both 
knees  were  similarly  contracted.  The  joint,  as 
it  may  be  observed,  retains  its  normal  position. 
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tion  in  the  h^thy  condition  of  the  joint  yon  will  have  the  more  generallj  to  treat, 
itself,  but  eombined  occasionally  with  one  or  and  which  are  by  far  the  most  serious  and 
other  of  the  deformities  of  the  feet  mentioned,  difficult,  the  causes  are  numerous;  and  I 
(Fig.  1).  I  have  once  met  with  it  without  would  divide  them  into  those  which  act  di- 
any  deformity  of  the  feet ;  once  with  talipes  rectly,  and  those  which  act  remotely,  on  the 
calcaneus  of  both  feel,  both  knees  being  articulation.  Of  those  acting  directly  may 
contracted ;  twice  with  talipes  tarns  of  both  be  mentioned,  injuries  of  various  kinds  ;  in- 
fect, in  one  of  which  a  relaxed  condition  of  flammation  of  the  synovial  membranes,  whe- 
the  whole  of  the  ligaments  x>f  the  tarsus  ex-  ther  it  be  confined  simply  to  the  joint,  or 
isted  in  one  foot,  allowing  of  free  motion  whether  it  lie  the  resnlt  of  rheumatic  condi- 
between  all  the  bones ,  and  in  the  same  case  tion  generally,  allecting  one  or  both  of  the 
congenital  luxation  of  the  right  hip.  I  say  knee-joints  particularly,  and  resulting  in 
luxation,  because  the  word  conveys  what  I  contraction  of  the  ilexors  ;  inflammation  of 
wish  you  to  understand,  although,  upon  ex-  a  chronic  character  of  the  synovial  mem- 
amination,  so  for  as  tiie  muscles  and  integu-  brane,  arising  from  scrofolous  disease  of  the 
ments  admitted  of,  no  trace  of  an  acetabu-  joint  itself,  or,  as  is  most  frequently  met 
lum  could  be  discovered.  The  head  of  the  with,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  joint, 
bone  could  be  distinctly  felt  on  the  dorsum  and  producing  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
of  the  ilium,  and  was  freely  moveable  in  synovial  membrane,  from  the  irritation  oc- 
every  direction  ;  it  evidently  was  perfectly  casioned  by  its  close  proximity  to  the  joint, 
exposed  and  free.  The  leg  could  be  drawn  oftentimes  surrounding  it  In  almost  every 
down  without  any  impediment  being  felt  direction,  but  without  causing  any  change  <Mf 
beyond  the  resistance  of  the  muscles,  which  structure  in  the  joint  itself,  beyond  the  syno- 
leads  me  to  suppose  there  b  at  all  events  no  vial  membrane.  Among  the  remote  causes 
brim  of  the  acetabulum  or  cotyloid  liga-  may  be  mentioned,  injuries  to  the  spine, 
ment.  That  patient  suffered  also  from  se-  producing  pressure  on  the  chord,  and  para- 
vere  lateral  curvature,  whether  congenital  lysis,  in  the  first  instance,  of  the  entire  lower 
or  not  I  am  unprepared  to  say,  combined  extremities ;  cerebral  or  spinal  irritation,  or 
with  a  semi-rotated  or  twisted  position  of  disease,  producing  partial  loss  of  power  in 
the  vertebrae,  and  flattening  of  the  ribs,  the  extremity  or  extremities,  sometimes 
which  presented  posteriorly  an  acute  angle ;  complete  loss  of  power,  in  which  case,  upon 
in  fact,  a  more  generally  deformed  condi*  recovery  from  it,  as  in  the  last  mentioned, 
tion,  or  more  miserable  object,  can  scarcely  contraction  of  the  flexors  is  a  consequence. 
be  imagined.  In  all  my  experience  I  have  The  first  mentioned,  namely,  injuries  to  the 
never  met  with  a  more  distressing  case,  joint,  consist  of  the  various  mechanical  acci* 
In  the  case  in  which  double  varus  coexisted,  dents  to  which  every  one  is  exposed,  such  ss 
the  skin  was  adherent  to  the  patella,  and  was  the  joint  being  jammed,  or  those  caused  by 
indented,  presenting  the  appearance  of  an  ony  sharp  or  blunt  instrument,  the  joint 
old  cicatrix.  In  the  first  case  mentioned  itself  being  exposed  or  punctured.  In  either 
there  was  no  additional  deformity  or  malpo-  case  inflammation  more  or  less  severe  is  the 
sition,  simply  contraction  of  the  flexors,  and  consequence,  during  the  existence  of  which 
perfect  voluntary  power  of  all  the  muscles,  so  the  joint  is  kept  in  the  flexed  position,  and 
faras  the  contraction  admitted  of,  (vide  fig.  1)  upon  recovery  from  which  a  permanent  con- 
the  joints  themselves  being  perfectly  healthy,  traction  is  found  to  exist,  with  or  without 
and  the  articulating  surfaces  in  their  proper  alteration  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  the 
relative  position,  that  position  being  the  synovial  membrane ;  as  I  mentioned  to 
flexed,  but  not  quite  to  a  right  angle,  you,  when  speaking  of  the  deformities  of  the 
The  patient  was  also  enabled  to  flex  the  feet,  that  there  is  a  constant  effort  instinc- 
jointe  to  their  full  extent,  and  to  extend  tively  exercised  to  keep  the  joint  at  rest,  the 
them,  as  I  have  said,  as  for  as  the  contrac*  slightest  motion  occasioning  the  most  severe 
tion  admitted  of,  at  will ;  there  being,  in  pain  ;  and  the  position  in  which  there  is  the 
these  cases,  no  evidence  of  any  diseased  con-  least  amount  of  pressure  on  the  articular 
dition  existing,  or  having  existed,  in  the  surfaces,  and  therefore  on  the  synovial  mem- 
nerves  or  musdes.  I  regard  this  deformity  brane,  is  undoubtedly  the  flexed  position, 
also  as  the  result  of  position  in  utero,  when  as  in  the  straight  position,  even  without  the 
unattended  with  malformation  or  deficiency  additional  pressure  occasioned  by  the  weight 
of  formation  in  any  of  the  natural  structures ;  of  the  body,  there  must  be  a  smaU  amount 
for  I  imagine  it  is  not  more  difficult  to  con-  of  pressure  between  the  articular  surfaces ; 
oeive  that  the  extremities  of  a  child  may  be  and  be  this  ever  so  slight,  if  the  synovial 
so  placed,  during  uterine  existence,  that  membrane  is  inflamed,  it  must  of  neoeesity 
they  will  admit  of  very  littie  motion  in  the  increase  the  inflammation,  and  consequently 
extended  position  of  the  knees,  than  to  the  pain,  which  is,  as  you  are  aware,  at  aU 
imagine  the  feet  being  placed  and  kept  in  times  most  acute,  and  requires  in  its  active 
those  positions  in  which  we  find  congenital  stage  the  moat  prompt  and  vigorous  mea- 
deformities  of  the  feet.  sures  for  ite  relief.  The  flexors,  therefore, 
With  regard  to  the  non-congenital,  which  are  constantly  acting,  and  become  eventnallj 
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contracted,  from  the  flexed  position  being  frightened  htm,  and  he  set  to  work  to  screw 
maintained  daring  the  inflammatory  attack  ;  his  leg  straight  at  all  hazards,  upon  doing 
and  should  there  be  any  disorganization  of  which  a  sudden  and  loud  snap  was  heard* 
the  joint  itself,  or  parts  composing  it,  you  compared  to  the  report  of  a  pistol  by  the 
will  have  also  more  or  less  lateral  or  poste-  other  patients,   and    immediattlj    his    leg 
rior  displacement,  combined  with  the  flexed  could  be  placed  in  the  straight  position,  or 
position.     In  those  cases,  of  which  we  have  nearly  so ;   since  which  occurrence  the  leg 
had  several,  I  have  been  of  opinion  that  the  has    been    kept,   without    difficulty,    Tery 
synovial  membrane  has  become  altered  in  nearly  straight,  and  he  has  left  the  charity 
structure,  thickened  and  inelastic ;  and  there  with  a  comparatively  useful  limb.    This' 
have  appeared  also  adhesions  of  some  kind,  therefore,  is  a  valuable  and  instructive  case* 
as  in  all  these  cases  I  have  found  the  joint  as  it  justifies  an  amount  of  force  being  used 
to  possess  scarcely  any  perceptible  motion ;  in  similar  cases,   after  other  means  have 
and  if  any,  the  smallest  in  amount,  and  that  failed.     He  suffered  pain  only  upon  motion, 
motion  being  independent  of  the  muscles  and  has  not  been  in  any  way  inconvenienced 
themselves,  as  you  will  generally  be  enabled  beyond  the  temporary  pain  mentioned, 
to  discover,  provided  you  continue  your  ex-  I  also  stated  inflammation  of  the  synovial 
tension  for  some  minutes,  by  which  method  membrane  as  a  cause :   I  mean  idiopathic 
the  muscles  will  relax,  and  you  will  be  ena^  inflammation    of    the   joint,    which  arises 
bled  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  resist-  without  any  apparent  cause,  and  without  the 
ance  existing  in  the  joint  itself ;  besides,  in  general  health  having  previously  suffered :  in 
these  cases,  you  will  generally  find  the  joint  this  case,  if  the  disesse  is  not  stopped  at 
not  only  flexed,  but  immoveable  in  the  flexed  its  onset,  effusion  into  the  synovial  cavity 
position ;  that  is,  you  will  be  unable  to  flex  is  the  result,  and,  of  course,  a  change,  whether 
it  beyond  the  position  you  find  it  in,  which  perm^ent  or  not,  in  the  synovial  membran<>, 
can  be  invariably  accomplished    in    cases  is  a  consequence  (Figs.  2  and  3).    In  simple 
where  the  joint  itself  retains  its  integrity,  inflammation,  however,  the  results  are  not 
and  as  may  also  be  seen  in  cases  arising  from  so  severe,  if  properly  attended  to,   as  in 
paralysis,  when  free  motion  exists  so  far  as  inflammation  arising  from  injuries,  or  from 
the  contraction   admits  of.      These  cases,  a  rheumatic  state  of  the  constitution,  when 
then,  arising  from  wounds  inflicted  on  the  it  assumes  more  of  a  specific  character,  and  is 
joint  itself,  will  appear,  upon  a  superficial  oftendmea    more    obstinate,    yielding    but 
▼iew,  to  be  perfectly  ankylosed,  and  will  re-  slowly  to  treatment.     But  whether  simple 
quire  the  most  scrupulous  care  in  examine-  or  not  the  effects  are  the  same,  if  the  position 
tion  before  you  decide  on  their  real  condi-  of  the  limb  is  unattended  to,  namely,  con* 
tion.  traction  of  the  flexors  of  the  joint,  which 
In  one  case  admitted  into  this  institution,  contraction    becomes   permanent,  whether 
which  arose  from  a  cart-wheel  passing  over  there  is  or  is  not  any  evident  change  in  the 
the  thigh,  just  above  the  knee,  there  was  secretory  surface  of  the  synovial  membrane, 
motion,  but  of  an  elastic  kind ;  and  after  In  rheumatic  icflammation,  as  I  mentioned, 
the    leg    had   been    forcibly    extended,   it  a  change  of  a  serious  character  frequently 
returned  with  an  impulse  to  its  contracted  results,    producing    adhesions,    which,    if 
position,  without  the  flexors  acting  in  the  allowed  to  remain  passive,    terminate    in 
least,  so  that  it  was  evident  there  was  some  complete  ankylosis.      Several    cases    have 
adhesion  or  adhesions  in  the  joint  itself,  presented    themselves   in    whom    not    the 
The  flexors  I   divided,   however,  and  the  slightest  motion  could  be  delected  by  the 
extension  was  kept  up  for  some  weeks  with  exercise  of  great  force,  and  that  after  a  few 
very  little  benefit ;  and  from  the  severity  of  years'  duration.   In  fact,  cases  have  occurred 
the  increasing  forcible  extension  necessary,  where  three  years  only  bad  elapsed  and  thia 
the  patient  suffered  so  much  that  he  left  the  condition  of  the  joint  existed,  rendering  any 
institution,  determined  to  submit  to  no  more  attempt  at  cure  futile.     Of  coarse  there  are 
treatment,     fiat    after    A    few    weeks    he  exceptions  to  this ;  and  if  motion  is  found 
returned  penitent,  and  engaged  a  lodging  to  exist,  and  all  evidence  of  diseased  action 
close  to  the  charity,  when   I   re-operated,  gone,  you  will  at  all  events  use  every  effort 
and  again  commenced  extension.     We  pro-  to  restore  the  position  of  the  limb,  and  the 
gressed,  as  heretofore,  but  very  slowly,  and,  functions  of  the  joint.     This  cause  is  there- 
from his  good  conduct,  the  committee  re-  fore  as  serious,  if  not  more  so,  than  any  we 
admitted  him.     From  the  constant  pressure  have  considered  or  shall  have  to  mention, 
again  kept  up  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  and  will  require  the  greatest  attention  and 
thigh,  a  slough  made  its  appearance,  upon  perseverance  in  the  treatment, 
the  healing  of  which  I  resolved  to  make  no  We  come  now  to  another  cause  mentioned, 
farther  attempts,  and  informed  the  patient  namely,  scrofulous  disease  of  the  joint,  or  in 
that  I  feared  nothing  more  could  be  done  the  neighbourhood  of  the  joint.     Hals  is,  aa 
for    him,    and    advised    his  procuring  an  you  are  all  aware,  a  very  common  cause,  and 
instrument  to  hold  and  fix  this  joint  in  the  one  which  frequently  results  in  the  loss  of  the 
position,  in    which    it    then    was.       Thb  limb  by  amputation ;  and  I  would  beg  to 
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An  example  of  oontracfion  of  the  knee  from  in- 
flammation, in  which  the  displacement,  viz. 
partial  dislocation  of  the  tibia  backwards,  is 
most  apparent.  Taken  firom  a  female,  aged 
19  years  (vide  also  tg.  4). 

draw  your  attention  to  what  I  oonsider  to  be 
the  actual  condition  of  the  joint  and  the  cha- 
racter of  this  disease.  My  remvks  mast 
apply  to  children  and  young  subjects,  as,  of 
coarse,  in  the  adalt  this  disease  does  not  pre- 
sent  the  same  uniform  character,  nor  have 
adult  patients  that  innate  restoratiTo  power 
which  is  so  active  during  early  life.  Now 
I  regard  this  affection  as  one  of  the  ordinary 
processes  attending  a  departure  from  the 
healthy  state,  whether  it  attacks  the  bones 
surrounding  the  joint,  the  sjrnovial  mem- 
brane, or  the  cartilages  and  ligaments  them- 
selves, and  not  as  a  disease  of  a  malignant 
character,  admitting  of  no  known  remedy, 
and  which  terminates  ultimately  in  the  loss 
of  the  part  affected,  and  oftentimes  in  the 
loss  of  life.    Now,  what  ire  the  physiological 


The  same  after  treatment.  Tlic  position  of  the 
bones  was  perfectly  restored  by  means  here- 
after to  be  mentioned. 


conditions  of  the  parts  entering  into  the  com- 
position of  a  joint  ?  It  is  composed  of  bone, 
ligaments,  and  a  delicate  semi-transparent 
membrane,  called  the  synovial  membrane. 
The  bone  is  the  foundation,  if  I  may  so 
speak ;  the  cartilage  is  so  arranged  that  it 
gives  an  elasticity  and  smoothness,  and  in 
this  way  facilitates  motion,  whilst  the  synovia 
secreted  by  its  membrane  labricatea  the 
surfaces ;  and  by  these  means  the  motions 
of  the  joints  are  rendered  perfectly  free  and 
uninterrupted,  the  articulating  surfaces  glid- 
ing insensibly  over  each  other.  The  bone 
and  cartilage  exist  in  a  comparatively  low 
state  of  viti^ty,  and  do  not  possess  the  power 
of  resisting  the  effects  of  disease,  at  least 
only  in  a  comparatively  diminished  degree, 
whilst    the    synovial     membrane     reSidily 
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becomes  the  labject  of  ditease,  and,  when 
it  dod  M,  the  diieua  i«  generall;r  of  an 
BCDte  chancter,  which,  in  ■  ihort  space 
of  time,  alters  its  secretion,  and  if  the 
inflaniBiation  proceeds,  the  membrane  itaclf 
becomes  altered  in  character,  and,  inBtead  of 
fuili^ting  the  mOTemeaCa  of  a  joint,  be- 
comes in  fact  a  direct  obstacle,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  of  chsage  in  sCmctare, 
limits  or  enlirelf  prerents  the  natural  matioD 
tikinf  place.  From  tiie  Act  of  bone  and 
cartilage  posaeuing  a  law  tiaii  of  vilalily, 
and  being  incapable  of  resisting  to  any  ex- 
tent, the  effects  of  diseased  action ,  after  posi  ■ 
tiTfl  disease  has  existed  and  nibsided,  tba 
restoratiie  process  is,  aa  might  be  easUf  an- 
tidpalcd,  eiccedinglf  slow,  under  the  most 
iaTOiirable  circnmsUinces,  and  if  the  cartilage 
haa  been  destroyed,  it  does  not  effect  a  re- 
productJon,  bnt  issapplied  bj  a  sortofiTory 
sabilance,  polished  and  hardened,  supposing 
die  diseased  action  stops  at  tbe  cartilage. 
The  synoiial  membnme  also,  if  a  great 
chsDge  has  taken  placf,  does  not  reasaume 
its  tUn,  elastic,  semi-transparent  character, 
bnt  remains  more  or  less  thickened,  and  iCa 
•ecretion  ia  either  altogether  lost  or  altered 


in  quantity  and  character,  and  althou^  mo- 
tion ia  admitted  of,  yet  it  ia  not  that  free 
unlimited  motion  which  the  joint  posaeases 
in  its  healthy  condition.  In  the  knee-joint 
you  hSTB  aJso  tbe  crucial  ligameats  sur- 
rounded by  the  sjnoTial  membrane,  and 
forming  the  most  important  connectioQ  of 
this  articnlation.  If,  then,  inflammatioa 
takes  place  in  the  joint  to  any  extent,  of 
course  tbe  ligaments  must  suffer  more  or 
less,  becoming  softened  and  unable  to  fulfil 
the  office  tor  which  they  exist,  namely,  re- 
aining  in  ppsition  the  articulating  sur&cea 
of  the  condyles  of  the  femur  and  head  of 
tbe  tibia.  Now,  by  becoming  softened  or 
weakened,  of  coarse  the  muscles  would  tend 
to  occasion  a  displacement  of  these  bones  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent,  independently  of  the 
contiacCed  or  flexed  position,  as  if  the  bones 
were  not  firmly  held  in  apposition.  The 
head  of  the  tibia  will  be  drawn  out  of  its 
natural  position  by  the  constant  action  of 
tbe  muscles,  in  tbe  direction  in  which  there 
is  a  preponderance  of  power,  and  this  di- 
rection is  both  backwards  (lide  Vig.  2),  and 
lateral,  or  both  combined,  (Fig.  1)  occa- 
aionally  also  with  more  or  less  rotation  of 


Fio.  4 


the  tibia, —  (?tg.   i)  the  lateral  deviation  passes  more  on  theontside  than  the  lemi- 

bdng,  to  the  oatjide,  from  the  great  power  membraDous  and  semitendinous  do  in  the 

exercised  by  the  luceps,  flexor  femoris,   as  inside  in   their  course  to   (heir  insertion  i 

this  mnscle  is  not  only  lery  powcrfnl,  but  these  two  last  mentioned  lying  more  behind 
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Fio.  5. 


An  example  of  contraction  of  the  knee,  combined  with  abdoction,  and  alight  rotation  ontmurds  of  the 
tibia,  aa  may  be  observed  ariaing  flrom  the  scrofiilous  diseaae  about  thejoint.  lUten  from  a  patient 
now  in  the  Charity. 


the  joint  until  they  wind  round  the  head  of 
the  tibia.  It  is  in  this  way  only  that  I  can 
explain  the  abduction  of  the  leg,  of  which 
we  shall  presently  speak.  The  restorative 
process  is,  as  I  have  just  stated,  of  necessity 
an  exceedingly  slow  and  tedious  one,  under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances ;  whether 
the  disease  attacks  the  joint  itself  or  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  bones  surrounding  it  pri- 
marily, the  joint  secondarily.  It  requires 
the  joint  to  be  kept  at  rest,  or  nearly  so,  and 
a  uniform  support  to  the  entire  limb  ;  the 
natural  temperature  maintained,  and  the 
general  health  supported,  and  this  most  un- 
interruptedly followed  up.  By  these  means 
I  believe  that  most  diseases  of  the  joints,  in 
young  subjects,  provided  they  are  not  ma- 
lignant, which  I  do  not  believe  they  can  be 
considered,  may  be  cured,  and  even  if  the 
patients  have  suffered  from  destruction  of 
the  joints  and  of  the  bones,  or  that  portion 
forming  the  articulating  surfaces,  although 
all  motion  may  be  out  of  the  question,  yet  I 
distinctly  maintain  that  an  ankylosed  knee, 
with  the  use  of  the  foot,  is  far  preferable  to 
a  wooden  1^ ;  and  the  most  favorable  po- 
sition may  be  selected  during  the  period  the 
restorative  process  is  going  on.  In  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  of  strumous  disease,  the  joint 
itself  is  but  slightly  affected,  although  the 
snrrounding  parts  are  one  mass  of  disease. 


The  inflammation  consequent  on  the  irri- 
tation of  that  disease  is  of  a  very  chronic 
character,  and  does  not  appear  in  those  cases 
to  risk  the  integrity  of  the  joint,  although 
there  may  be,  and  generally  is,  an  increased 
secretion  of  synovia,  but  beyond  this  the 
joint  docs  not  appear  to  suffer ;  at  least,  in 
an  immense  number  of  cases.  I  have  wit- 
nessed the  most  frightful  amount  of  disease, 
appearing  in  a  superficial  view  to  exist  in  the 
joint  itself,  and  yet  the  joint  remain  perfectly 
sound,  with  the  excepUon  of  the  increased 
quantity  of  synovia. 

I  have  now  a  case  under  treatment  in 
which  the  joint  presented  the  appearance  of 
a  fungous  mass,  with  openings  in  every  di- 
rection—enormously swollen.  The  anterior 
surface  of  the  patella,  the  femur  immediately 
above  the  condyles,  the  tibia  immediately 
below  the  articular  surfaces,  were  all  diseased, 
and  yet  the  joint  itself  was  free,  except,  as 
mentioned,  the  quantity  of  synovia  increased; 
yet  this  case,  the  most  frightful  that  can  be 
imagined,  is  yielding  to  treatment,  and  the 
general  health  of  the  patient  is  restored. 

A  case  occurred  to  me  three  or  four  years 
since,  of  which  the  following  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  patient :  the  girl,  about  8  years 
of  age,  was  sitting  on  the  bed  in  the  most 
miserably  emaciated  condition,  and  was 
stated  to  have  been  suffering  from  disease  in 
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the  knee  between  two  and  three  yean.  I  would  b^  to  mention  another 
There  were  five  openings,  two  on  the  outside,,  similar  in  some  respects,  of  a  boy  9  years 
just  above  the  condyles,  one  on  the  inside,  of  age,  in  whom  what  is  called  white  aweUiiig 
and  two  on  the  patella.  The  three  first  had  existed  for  eighteen  months,  llierewere 
communicated  with  the  femur,  the  two  last  no  openings,  but  a  bag  of  matter  situated  in 
with  the  patella.  The  parents  stated  at  least  the  upper  and  outer  side  of  the  femur  just 
half  a  pint  of  matter  was  discharged  daily,  above  the  condfles.  The  joint  also  dia* 
Of  course,  this  was  somewhat  exaggerated,  tended  with  fluid,  ^and  ooDtracted  beyond  m 
but  an  immense  discharge  was  then  evident,  right  angle.  The  same  treatment  was 
of  that  peculiar,  thin,  unhealthy  secretion,  followed  here :  the  matter  gradually  and  en- 
common  in  scrofulous  diseases.  The  knee  tirely  dissppeared,  the  swelling  of  the  joint 
was  contracted  beyond  a  right  angle,  so  that  reduced,  and  by  means  of  the  splint,  the  leg 
you  could  not  pass  a  thin  piece  of  sponge  be-  was  brought,  in  eight  months,  into  the 
tween  the  leg  and  thigh,  in  the  situation  of  straight  position,  and  the  boy  enabled  to  use 
the  popliteal  space.  The  knee  itself  was  his  kg,  supported  with  a  straight  splint, 
swollen  and  distended  with  fluid.  She  was  In  this  case  also  amputation  was  recom- 
suffiering  from  acute  hectic  fever,  with  pro-  mended,  and  would  certainly  have  been 
fuse  perspiration  and  severe  pain  on  the  carried  into  effect  had  the  boy  assented.  I 
slightest  motion.  The  pulse  was  fluttering,  have  used  the  poultice  made  in  the  manner 
the  bowels  relaxed  ;  in  fact  the  child  pre-  described,  as  it  acts  both  as  a  fomentation, 
sented  the  appearance  of  a  person  in  the  last  and  enables  you  also  to  apply  slight  support 
stage  of  consumption.  I  ordered  her  an  to  the  distended  and  weakened  capillaries, 
opiate,  with  the  byd.  c.  creta  every  night,  over  the  whole  surface.  The  splint  keeps 
the  conf.  aromat.  and  ext.  cinch.  3  or  4  times  the  joint  steady  and  relieves  the  pain,  at  the 
a  day,  a  soft  linseed-meal  poultice,  made  by  same  time  that  a  permanent  contraction  is 
stirring  the  meal  into  boiling  water,  over  the  prevented  by  the  gradual  and  steady  ex- 
whole  of  the  knee-joint,  covered  with  oiled  tension  kept  up,  and  the  flannel  bsindage 
silk.  A  tin  splint,  bent  at  the  angle  at  maintains  the  temperature  and  gives  a  uni- 
which  the  knee  was  flexed,  with  pads,  and  form  support ;  for  it  is  certain  that  m> 
retained  by  means  of  a  flannel  bandage,  from  restorative  process  can  go  on  if  the  natural 
the  toes  upwards  above  the  knee,  thereby  temperature  is  reduced,  which  yon  will  fre- 
keeping  up  the  natural  temperature  of  the  quently  find  to  be  the  case  in  these  subjects, 
entire  limb,  as  well  as  a  uniform  gentle  sup-  The  opium  greatly  allays  ^e  general  irrita- 
port ;  together  with  a  nourishing  diet,  con-  tion  from  which  they  sufler  so  severely  in 
aisting  of  eggs,  milk,  meat,  beer,  and  then  consequence  of  continued  pain,  and  is,  ac- 
two  glasses  of  port  wine  daily,  commencing  cording  to  my  experience,  of  the  greatest 
the  stimulants  by  degrees.     In  a  few  days,  possible  advantage. 

the  general  irritability  subsided,  and  the  pain         I  have  ventured  on  this  digression,  because 

in  the  knee  was  relieved,  the  hectic  left  her,  I  believe  that  many  legs  are  lost  simply 

and  the  discharge  altered  its  character.     In  from  want  of  attention  to  what  are  often 

fourteen  days  she  could  be  moved  without  a  considered  trifling  details,  but  which  trifling 

complaint.  details  form,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  im- 

This  treatment  was  continued  six  months,  portant  portion  of  tiie  treatment.    By  their 

varying  the  tonic,  at  the  end  of  which  time  use  I  believe  that  ths  majority  of  cases  may 

all  the  openings  were  dosed,  and  the  swelling  be  saved  from  the  dreadful  alternative  of  the 

of  the  joint  almost  gone.      The  leg  was  ex-  loss  of  the  limb,  which,  to  the  poor,  whose 

tended  in  the  most  insensible  manner,  by  living  must  depend  on  their  daily  labour,  is 

gradually   straightening  the   splint    during  of  infinite  importance,  for  more  so  than  to 

the  period  the  disease  was  subsiding,  and  those  whose  means  place  them  beyond  the 

without  pain  being  produced.     As  soon  as  necessity  for  exertion.     It  has  been  said 

the  openings  were  healed,  I  supported  the  that  such  cases  are  daily  occurring,  and  oc- 

joint  with  emp.  ccrat.  saponis,  and  continued  curring  in  everv  one's  practice.     Admitted; 

the  bandage  and  splint,  and  in  twelve  months  but  does  not  this  prove  that  the  opinions  ex- 

the  leg  was  brought  into   the  straight  po-  pressed  are  incorrect,  and  if  these  and  others 

sit  ion,  and  the  girl  could  use  it  without  any  have  had  the  use  of  their  limb  restored,  there 

assistance.     I  then  directed  the  joint  to  be  are,  in  all  probability,  hundreds  who  have 

exercised  daily,  by  forcibly  flexing  and  ex-  suffered  amputation  that  might  have  pos- 

tending  it,  as  far  as  the  feelings  of  the  child  sessed  a  useful  member  ?      It  is  an  easy 

would  admit,  and  in  this  way  the  motion  of  matter  to  take  off  a  leg,  but  the  consequences 

the  joint  was  restored,  the  muscles  of  the  to  the  .patient  exist  for  life.     How  often 

thigh  and  calf  developed  themselves,  and  a  is  it  said,  in  similar  cases,  "we  must  first 

perfectly  useful  limb  is  the  result.      In  this  get  the  patient  into  better  health,  and  then 

case   amputation    was    advised  by  several  perform  amputation."     Now  I  want  to  know 

surgeons  as  the  only  means  of  saving  the  how  a  patient  suffering  from  this  disease  in 

child's  life.  its  most  severe  form  can,  during  the  exist- 
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ence  of  that  dboase,  and  in  spite  of  it,  be  I  repeat,  on  these,  oondemned  limbs,  which 

brought  into  better  health,  into  snch  a  state  have  ultimately  been  restored,  I  feel  myself 

of  health  as  will  admit  of  his  bearing  the  fully  justified  in  suspecting  that  there  are 

operation,  and  yet  the  health  should  not  paany  limbs  similarly  affected  which  might, 

continue  to  improve,  and  with  proper  at-  by  similar  means,  be  restored,  but  which  are 

tention  the  disease  should  not  be  cured  also,  now  unhesitatingly  doomed  to  the  knife. 

It  is  certain,  if  the  severe  symptoms  I  have  The  next  cause  mentioned  is  one  remote 

mentioned  be  allowed  to  continue,  death  from  the  joint,  namely,  injuries  to  the  spine, 

must  be  the  result ;  but  until  you  can  prove  producing,  in  the  first  instance,  paralysis, 

to  me  that  the  disease  is,  from  its  nature,  upon  recovery  from  which,  contraction  of 

incurable  (I  mean  of  course  in  young  subjects),  the  fleiors  is  the  result,  oftentimes  combined 

I  am  not  prepared  to  admit  either  the  ne-  with  contraction  of  the  gastrocnemius  also, 

cessity  of  amputation,  nor  that  the  disease  In  these  cases  you  have,  of  course,  no  change 

will  continue  and  destroy  life,  unless  that  in  the  joint  itself,  except  the  change  into  a 

extreme  measure  is  resorted  to.      Again,  permanence  of  the  flexed  position,  neither  ia 

supposing  the  bones  themselves  diseased,  there  any  alteration  in  the  relative  position 

and  the  integrity  of  the  joint  destroyed,  of  the  bones.    The  patients  who  meet  with 

what  is  to  prevent  the  restorative  process  these  severe  accidents  are  confined  for  a  long 

from  going  on,  and  a  comparatively  useful  period  to  their  beds,  and  after  the  spinal 

limb  being  secured  to  the  patient  ?    We  have  column  has  been  relieved  from  the  pressure 

evidence  in  abundance  of  this  being  effected  occasioned  either  by  the  bone  or  the  effusion 

in  the  instances  of  ankylosed  joints  that  of  blood  or  serum,  as  the  muscles  recover 

present  themselves  almost  daily,  of  the  hip,  their  lost  power,  the  most  powerful,  which 

knee,  and  elbow.     The  misfortune  is,  and  are    the    flexors,    overcome    their    weaker 

what  I  would  particularly  draw  attention  to,  antagonists,  and  a  graduid  contraction  is  the 

that  from  the  comparatively  low  organized  result,  so  that  when  the  patient  is  allowed 

condition  of  the  structure  of  the  joint,  the  to  leave  the  bed,  he  finds  himself  unable  to 

efforts  of  restoration  are  proportionally  slow,  straighten  his  legs,  and,  if  the  gastrocnemius 

and  occupy  many  months  of  treatment  and,  is  contracted,  of  placing  his  feet  flat  on  the 

of  course,  of  attention :   but  what  is  this  ground,  the  contraction  taking  place  pre- 

compared  with  the  life  of  the  individual,  and  viously  to  the  patient  being  enabled  to  exer- 

his  being  enabled  to  obtain  his  subsistence  cise  any  voluntary  power.    We  have  had 

in  any  capacity  he  may  be  placed ;  whereas,  two  cases  of  this  description  in  the  charity  ; 

with  a  wooden  leg,  no  very  active  employ-  the  one  a  man,  of  whom  this  is  a  cast,  the 

ment  can  be  undertaken,  for,  independently  other  a  boy.     The  man  was  a  bricklayer's 

of  the  appearances  it  presents,  objections  labourer,  and  fell  from  a  scaffold,  either 

naturally  arise  to  the  employment  of  inch  fracturing  or  injuring  the  spinal  column  at 

individuals.      My  object  in  making  these  the   lumbar    vertebrae;     perfect    paralysis 

remarks  is  solely   to  attract  attention  to  followed,  upon  recovery  from  which  con- 

what  appears  to  me  a  very  much  neglected  traction  of  both  the  knees  was  the  result, 

disease,  and  I  believe,  in  many  instances,  The  tendons  were  divided,  and  the  limbs 

this  arises  from  an  impresssion  that  it  is  a  restored  to  their  straight  position,  and  aa 

disease,   if  not  incurable,   at  least  so  far  there  was  no  paralysis  of  the  extensors,  free 

hopeless  that  it  is  useless  to  waste  the  health  voluntary  power  followed,  and  the  man  left 

or  time  of  the  patients  in  any  attempts  at  the  charity  well.    The  boy  was  a  sailor,  and 

cure.     If  in  these  remarks  I  shall  be  the  had  fallen  from  the  mast  of  a  ship  :  the  same 

means  of  drawing  attention  to  the  subject,  result  followed,  with  the  addition,  in  this 

and  in  this  way  of  savmg  the  limbs  of  case,  of  contraction  of  both  the  gastroo- 

patients  thus  afflicted,  whatever  may  be  the  neroeii.     There  was  no  remaining  paralysis 

opinion  entertained,  I  shall  have  obtained  in  this  case,  and  the  boy  left  the  institution 

more  than  I  have  any  reason  in  right  to  walking  with  tolerable  comfort, 

expect.    The  assertion  of  these  views  is  a  In  the  cases  that  arise  from  cerebral  dis- 

bold  step,  and  I  am  well  aware  that  my  ease,  or  irritation,  you  will  generally  find 

motives  may  and  will  be  questioned,  and  my  paralysis  of  the  extensors,  and  contraction, 

opinions  disputed.     I  have,  however,  a  duty  in  one  or  other  of  the  forms  mentioned,  in 

to  perform  in  common  with  all  men,  and  I  the  feet,  but  in  these  instances,  as  well  aa 

trust  never  to  be  deterred  by  fear  from  in  those  just  mentioned,  no  disease  or  obsta- 

openly  and  decidedly  stating  my  opinions,  cle  to  the  joint  itself.     There  is,  however, 

believing  conscientiously  that  they  are  cor-  occasionally  some  displacement  of  the  articu- 

rect,  and  believing  also  that  general  good  lar  surface,  which,  I  imagine,  arises  from 

may  result  from  them.  the  general  loss  of  tone  affecting  the  liga- 

In  reasoning  upon  the  cases  mentioned,  ments,   and  allowing  of   their  relaxation, 

as  well  as  upon  numerous  others  which  have  when,   of  course,  the  tibia  becomes  dis- 

been  left  for  amputation,  but  which  some  placed,     generally    outwardly,    producing^ 

fortunate  accident  has  prevented ;  reasoning,  when  the  leg  is  extended,  a  knock  knee« 
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With  this,  genfleraeiv  I  conclnde  tbe  speedy  accomplishment  of  this ;    for 

causes ;  in  my  next  lecture  I  shall  proceed  to  very  few  useiul  practices  in    disease 

the  treatment.    I  most,  however,  apologise  can  be  fairly  attnbated  to  the  deduc- 

for  having  digressed  on  the  scrofuloos  dis-  tions  of  medical  theory  in  the  usual 

eases  of  the  jomt. sense  of  the  term.    Plausible  theories 

"  have  indeed  been  given  in  explanation 

ON  '  THE    PRESENT    STATE     OP  of  the  action  of  most  of  our  acknow- 

THERAPEUTICAL  INQUIRY.  ledged  remedies ;  but  it  must  be  well 

y.    r          *            «« rk  observed,  that  these   hate   been  in- 

By  Jamus  Abnott,  M.D.  ^^^^^  subscquendy  to,  and  not  before 

Physician  to  the  Brighton  Dispensary.  the  discovery  of  the  remedy .  A  remedy. 

[Continued  lirom  page  412.]  indeed,  may  be  accidentally  discovered 

(F^r  the  London  Medical  Gazette.)  ^^  »^  ^^^  *^f3»°g  ^°  su^jested  by 

^                     ^__  an  erroneous  theory ;   but  if  theones 

are  to  be    allowed  the  character  of 

The  principal  sources  of  the  acknow-  utility  on  this  account,  it  would  follow 

ledged  remedies  of  disease  are : —  that  they  would  be  useful  in  proportion 

First,  The  observation  of  the  efiects  to  their  error  or  absurdity ;    for  they 

of  accidental  occurrences  or  influences  would  then  hh  less  likely  to  keep  long 

on  the  sick;  of  the  effects  of  substances  possession,  and  by  their  rapid  sue- 

or  remedial  measures  used  empirically ;  cession,  give  greater  scope  for  new 

and  of  the  obvious  remedial  operations  trials  of  medicines.   The  greater  part 

of  nature  and  her  instinctive  dictates  of  our  valuable   remedies  were   dis- 

in  disease.    Secondly,  the  analogy  ob-  covered  before  physiology  was  suffi- 

served  to  exist,  either  between  diseases,  ciently  advanced  to  admit  of  the  possi- 

leading  to  the  employment  of  the  same  bility  of  correct  theory.  The  circulation 

or  a  similar  remedy  in  each ;  or  between  of  the  blood  was  discovered  only  two 

remedies,  leading  to  the  advantageous  centuries  ago. 

substitution  of  one  for  the  other.  And  It  is  not  therefore  to  medical  theory, 
thirdly,  the  demand  arising  from  the  or  the  branches  of  science  on  which  it 
obvious  nature  of  many  diseases  for  the  is  built,  that  we  are  to  look  for  the 
direct  application  of  remedies  acting  speedy  advance  of  therapeutics  from 
on  purely  mechanical  or  chemical  prin-  the  very  low  condition  in  which,  as  we 
cipfes.  The  treatment  of  fractures,  haye  seen,  it  still  exists,  but  to  the 
dislocations,  hemiee,  obstructions  of  adoption  of  proper  modes  of  making 
canals,  the  extraction  of  foreijp;n  bodies,  the  above  real  sources  of  discoverv 
the  extraction  and  change  of  the  pro-  most  available.  It  may  be,  with  this 
perties  of  poisons  by  antidotes,  the  view,  useful  to  refer  to  a  few  examples 
stoppage  of  heemorrhage,  &c.,  are  ex-  of  discoveries  or  improvements  in  me- 
amples  of  remedies  proceeding  from  this  dicine  proceeding  from  these  sources, 
source.  The  appropriate  remedies  for  In  doing  so,  it  will  be  convenient,  and 
these  diseases  are  not  only  sug-  conducive  to  brevity,  to  consider  in  each 
gested  bv  mechanical  and  chemical  example  the  original  observations  or 
science,  but  such  remedies  have  in  applications  of  a  remedy,  and  a  sub- 
many  instatices  been  brought  to  a  sequent  extension  of  the  discovery  by 
high  degree  of  perfection  by  the  ad-  analogy, 
vancement  of  these  sciences.  The  great  discovery  of  vaccination 

The  opinion  has  been  very  generally  (if  prophylactics  may  be  classed  with 

entertained,  that  it  ts  to  the  deductions  remedies)  as  a  perfect  security  in  the 

from  medical  theory  that  we  are  prin-  vast  majority  of  instances  a^nst  the 

cipally  indebted  for  our  most  efficient  contagion  of  small-pox,  originated  in 

remedies  ;   and  it  is   mostly  for  the  the  accideut  of  some  peasants  occupied 

advance  of  medical  theory,  that  the  in  milking    cows  having  become  af- 

physiologist  and  the  other  zealous  stu-  fected  with  cow-pox  ;  and  as  the  dis- 

dents  of  the  collateral  sciences  above  covery   of  its  protective    power  was 

alluded  to,  prosecute  their  labours.    It  really  made  by  the  milkers  themselves, 

may  be  very  true,  as  already  stated,  it  is  unlikely  that  a  yeij  acute  sense  of 

that  these  labours  will  be  eventually  observation  was  required  for  it.    But 

successful  in  attaining  their   obiect ;  it  demanded  talent  and  perseverance  of 

but  the    history  of  Uie  medical  art  the  first  order,  which  were  /ound  in 

would   forbid  ua  to   expect    a   very  Jenner,  to  establish  the  discovery  in 
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opposition  to  the  prejudices  which  own  observation  eeyend  years  ago, 
theory  raised  against  it;  for  theory  in  while  residing  at  St.  Helena.  There  pre- 
this  instance,  as  in  numberless  others,  Tailed  at  the  time  an  endemic  and  sap- 
instead  of  promoting,  retarded  the  posed  contagious  species  of  malignant 
discovery  of  truth.  sore  throat  (diphtherite  ?)  which  had, 

The  principle  of  vaccination  has  not  in  the  majority  of  instances,  resisted  all 

as  yet  been  extended  to  other  diseases  the  remedies  usually  employed  in  such 

of  similar  character;  ^nd  it  is  extraor-  affections.     The  wife  of  a  Serjeant  in 

dinary,  considering  the  importance  of  the  garrison  had  four  of  her  children 

the  investigation,  that  the  attempts  to  labouring  under  this  affection,  at  the 

do  so  have  been  so  few  and  so  iraper*  same  time  that  she  herself  was  suf- 

fect.    The  Gloucestershire  milkers  nad  fering   from   some   illness  for  which 

observed  that«  while  small-pox  was  the  surgeon  in  attendance  had  in  his 
raging  where  they  lived,  those  amon^t "  morning  visit   prescribed   an   emetic 

them  who  happened  to  be  affected  with  mixture.    It  consisted  of  a  strong  so* 

cow-pox,  or  who  had  lately  been  so,  lution  of  Tartrate  of  Antimony,  a  cer* 

were  safe  from  the  contagion  of  small-  tain  quantity  of  which  was  to  be  taken 

pox.    May  not  the  singular  immunity  atintervals  until  vomiting  should  be  ex- 

which  some  persons  appear  to  possess  cited.   The  poor  woman,  supposing  that 

from  other  diseases  of  the  same  class  this  mixture  had  been  sent  for  one  of 

arise  from  their  having  had  their  con-  her  children,  the  last  attacked  with  sore 

stitations  guarded  by  analogous  means  throat,  tiot  only  administered  it  in  the 

which  by   patient  and  extensive  in-  large  doses  intended  for  herself,  but 

qniry  might  be  ascertained.  P  Would  it  continued  to  exhibit  it  during  the  day 

not  be  most  extraordinary  that  small-  so  as  to  keep  up  a  frequent  and  severe 

pox  should  be  the  only  disease  which,  vomiting,    i  accompanied  her  medical 

in  a  malignant  form  at  least,  can  be  attendant  in  his  evening  visit,  when  we 

prevented  by  inoculation  either  with  found  this  child  in  a  state  of  extreme 

virus  of  the  same  disease,  or  a  modifi-  exhaustion,  but  in  all  other  respects 

eation  of  this  virus,  or  b^  the  constitn-  much  relieved.    It  rapidly  recovered ; 

tion  liaving  been  previously  affirated  and  the  practice  ofsevere  and  continued 

with  a  totally  different  disease  P  Mi^ht  vomiting  was  adopted  during  my  stay 

not  a  person  who  appears  to  enjoy  im-  on  the  island  in  many  subsequent  cases 

munity  from  scarlatina,  for  instance,  of  the  same  disease,  with  equal  success. 

have  been  affected  with  it  under  pecu-  The  same  method  of  treatment  has, 

liar  (and  ascertainable)  circumstances,  since  the  above  occurrence,  and  per- 

so  that  its  existence  may  have  passed  fectly  independently  of  it,  been  resorted 

unobserved  P    Could  the  virus  of  this  to  in  cases  of  croup  by  several  practi- 

terrible  disease  be  modified,  as  tliat  of  tioners  who  have  recorded  their  success 

small-pox  has  been,  by  infecting  some  in  the  medical  journals.  In  his  recently 

species  of  animal  with  it  P  Woula  mix-  published  and  excellent  lectures,  Dr. 

ture    with  other   substances  effect  a  Watson  speaks  of  it,  in  conjunction 

similar  change  in  the  virus  P    Could  with  bleeding,  as  preferable  to  any  of 

the  human  constitution  be  so  tempora*  the  usual  practices  m  this  disease ;  and 

rily  changed  by  the  action  of  medicine  Dr.  Cheyne  strongly  recommended 
or  other  causes  of  this  description,  pre-^  similar  treatment  (to  which  he  states  he 

viously  to  exposure  to  contagion,  as  had  also  been  led  by  accident)  for  what 

that  the  same  beneficial  result  should  he  terms  the  second  stage  of  croup, 

follow  P    It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in-  I  have  learned  also  that  severe  and 

stead  of  trying  the  various  new  re-  continued  vomiting  was  employed  by 

medics  for  scarlatina,    each    ushered  the  medical  officers  of  our  army  in 

before  the  public  with  the  praise  of  Egypt  to  arrest  the  rapidly  disorganiz- 

in/allibility,  and  each  found  to  be  as  ing  ophthalmia  which  then  prevailed  i 

worthless  as  its  predecessor,  a  thorough  and  it  is  manifestly  applicable  to  other 

investigation  should  not  be  made  into  diseases,  of  the  same  character,  rec^uir- 

the  means  of  preventing  its  occurrence,  ing  the  adoption  of  prompt  and  decided 

or  at  least  of  assuaging  its  virulence.  measures. 

These  remarks  on  scarlatina  lead  me  If,  as  has  been  asserted,  many  of  the 

to  the  subject  of  the  accidental  dis-  injurious  medical  practices  which  ob* 

covery  of  a  remedy  for  a  disease  closely  tain  amongst    the  lower  uneducated 

allied  to  it,  and  which  fell  under  »y  classes,  like  .the  heating  regimen  in 
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eruptive  fevers,  had  their  origin  in  ful  had  not  Bell's  doctrines  on  the  sqIh 
erroneous  theory,  it  can,  on  the  other  ject  been  opposed  by  the  more  author!^ 
hand,  scarcely  be  doubted  that  their  tative  assertions  of  Abemethy.  The 
useful  practices  originated  in  accident,  expediency  of  opening  lumbar  abscess 
and  because  they  were  not  opposed  by  in  the  manner  the  latter  surseon 
erroneous  theory.  Their  mode  of  treat-  recommended,  in  order  to-  exclude 
ing  burns  by  keeping  the  affected  part  the  air,  was  generally  acknowledged, 
near  the  fire  is  supposed  to  have  led  to  although  the  danger  may  in  this 
Dr.  Kentish's  plan,  ^ut  another  popular  particular  instance  have  been  exagge* 
remedy  for  burns,  which  was  lately  rated;  for  it  would  not  be  an  easy 
mentioned  to  me,  might,  had  it  been  matter  for  air  to  penetrate  through  a 
duly  appreciated,  have  led  at  a  much  narrow  and  deep  channel  into  the 
earlier  period  to  a  great  improvement  cavity  of  an  abscess,  the  pliable  sides 
in  surgery.  A  lady  related  to  me  that  of  which  are  exposed  to  the  pressure  of 
when  a  girl,  and  while  residins^  at  a  the  circumambient  atmosphere.  The 
farm-house  in  Kent,  her  face  and  neck  effect  of  plasters  and  other  dressings 
were  by  some  accident  severely  scalded,  to  ulcers  was  a  more  obvious  proof;  or 
As  there  was  no  asistance  to  be  had  the  benefit  proceeding  from  the  com- 
from  any  medical  practitioner  without  mon  unctuous  applications  to  burns.  — 
great  delay,  her  relatives  consented  to  The  subcutaneous  incision  of  the 
the  application  of  a  popular  remedy  in  tendons  in  contracted  and  distorted 
that  part  of  the  country,  consisting  of  a  limbs,  an  operation  which  is  assuredly 
thick  plaster  of  mud  taken  from  some  one  of  the  greatest  modern  additions  to 
adjoining  lane  or  pool,  with  which  the  surgery,  has  recently  sprung  from  an 
whole  injured  surface  was  covered,  and  extension  of  this  principle  of  excluding 
which  was  retained  upon  it  for  several  the  air ;  and  improvement  from  the 
days.  When  the  mud  was  removed  it  same  source  is  probably  not  yet  at  an 
resembled  in  its  dry  state,  according  to  end.  There  is  error  surely  in  so  fre- 
my  informant's  description,  the  plaster  ouently  exposing  wounds  and  ulcers  to 
mask  of  a  bust.  The  scalded  surface  the  air,  as  is  generally  done  by  the  un- 
rapidly  healed  under  this  treatment,  necessary  removal  of  dressings ;  and 
and  only  a  slight  scar  was  left  on  the  these  in  many  cases  might  be  ad- 
forehead.  Now  it  is  obvious,  that  this  vantageously  removed  and  reapplied 
method  differed  in  no .  material  re-  while  the  morbid  part  is  kept  immersed 
spect  from  the  practice  which  has  in  warm  water ;  or  the  di8charg:e  from 
been  adopted  of  late  years  in  bums,  an  ulcerated  part  may  be  permitted  to 
of  covering  the  injured  part  with  escape  through  a  valvular  opening  in 
a  thick  layer  of  flour,  cotton,  soap,  ba-  some  membrane  impervious  to  air  which 
silicon,  or  some  other  similar  substance;  has  been  spread  over  it.  If  air  acts 
each  of  which  has  been  introduced  as  a  injuriously  on  healthy  surfaces,  as  has 
great  improvement  on  preceding  plans,  been  supposed  by  many  (a  question 
but  all  of  which  obviously  operate  upon  which  a  few  simple  experiments  would 
the  same  principles,  and  chiefly,  no  determine)  its  contact  might  be  pre- 
doubt,  by  protecting  the  injured  parts  vented  during  great  surgical  operations 
from  contact  with  the  air.  by  performing  them  in  a  chamber  of 

There  are  few  proceedings  in  surgery  the  form  of  a  large  bell,  in  which  the 

which  afford  a  better  illustration  of  the  atmospheric  air  has  been  replaced  by  a 

extension  of  the  preventive  or  remedy  gas  of^  innoxious  quality,  the  operator 

of  a  disease  to  analogous  diseases,  than  and  patient  being  supplied  with  air  for 

that  of  protecting  morbid  parts  from  breathing  from  without.      And  even 

the  air,  granting  that  atmospheric  air  does  not 

That  the  air  acts  injuriously  on  dis-  injure  healthy  surfaces,  it  may  prove 

eased  surfaces  had  long  been  suspected  injurious    when    once    admitted   into 

by  surgeons ;   the  wonder  is  that  so  cavities,  by  remaining  in  contact  with 

much  time  should  have  been  allowed  to  them  after  the  surfaces  of  these  cavities 

elapse  without  settling  the  question,  have  become  diseased. 
The  ridicule  which  was  thrown   on        In  a  recent  number  of  the  Medical 

this  idea  by  Mr.  John  Bell  was  well  Gazette,  I  have,  in  the  course  of  some 

calculated  to  divert  the  attention  of  observations  on  a  case  of  empyema, 

surjgcons  from  the  inquiry;  and  this  suggested  two  modes  of  preyenting  the 

ridicule  might  have  been  more  success-  entrance  of  air  into  the  cavity  of  the 
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pleura  in  paracentesis,  by  the  adoption  not,  either  by  itself,  or  in  conjunction 

of  either  of  which,  it  may  be  hoped,  with  some  lighter  substance  (in  order 

the  principal  danger  hitherto  attending  that  by  this  means  and  agitation   it 

that  operation  wiii  be  removed.  may  be  suspended  in  the  air),  be  occa- 

Amongst  the  exoedients  that  have  sionally  drawn  into  the  lungs  with  the 

operated    beneficially    in    excluding  breath  P 

the  air,  cauterizing  the  surface  by  Many  other  interesting  examples  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  a  practice  highly  com-  the  accidental  or  empincal  origin  of 
mended  by  Mr.  Higginboltom,  might  remedies  might  be  adduced  did  the 
have  been  included.  But  the  other  re-  argument  require  it ;  and  some  which, 
medial  agencies  of  this  substance  are  so  though  we  might  have  been  led  to 
great,  whether  it  be  applied  to  the  skin  them  by  analogical  reasoning,  we  should 
or  mucous  membranes,  as  to  throw  this  scarcely  have  dared  to  venture  upon, 
particular  effect  of  it  into  the  shade,  had  not  we  otherwise  discovered  their  . 
These  agencies  have  only  lately  been  utility  and  safety.  In  chronic  hydro- 
duly  appreciated ;  and  their  extension  cephalus  and  empyema,  the  operation 
to  the  various  diseases  in  which  they  of  tapping  has  been  performed  acci- 
are  employed  furnishes  another  strik-  dentally,  and  with  complete  success, 
ins  illustration  of  the  subject  before  us.  by  a  nail  penetrating  the  skull  in  the 
A  better  proof  that  we  were  not  led  to  first  instance,  and  by  some  similar 
the  employment  of  lunar  caustic  in  accident  in  the  second.  The  accidental 
these  diseases  by  any  process  of  reason-  origin  of  the  cure  of  puerperal  convul- 
ing  or  theory,  cannot  be  adduced,  than  sions  by  copious  bleeding  may  be  also 
the  fact,  that  as  ^et,  and  after  its  deemed  anothei  example  of  the  kind, 
efficacy  in  their  cure  IS  fully  ascertained,-  It  is  unnecessary,  however,  to  give 
no  plausible  explanation  of  its  modus  further  details  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
operandi  has  been  afforded.  It  was  ject;  nor  shall  I  enter  at  all  upon  the 
probably,  when  pursuing  a  practice  consideration  of  the  well-known  cases 
which  I  had  a  little  while  before  intro-  in  which  nature  has  been  our  in- 
duced in  strictures  of  the  urethra,  structress;  but  instead  of  occupying 
namely  lateral  cauterization,  that  M.  the  reader's  attention  with  what  must 
Lallemand  accidentally  discovered  the  .already  be  familiar  to  him,  I  shall  pro- 
advantage  of  cauterizing  the  prostatic  ceed  to  give  a  few  examples  of  reme- 
part  of  the  urethra  for  the  removal  of  dies  acting  purely  on  mechanical  and 
irritation  fromthe  ducts  enteringit;  and  chemical  principles, 
soon  afterwards,  and,  as  he  alleges,  The  relief  from  pain  which  is  ex- 
with  the  greatest  success,  he  applied  perienced  immediately  on  the  bursting 
the  caustic  in  its  solid  form  to  the  of  an  abscess,  and  which  pain  has 
mucous  coat  of  the  bladder  in  obstinate  evidently  proceeded  from  the  ten- 
cases  of  chronic  cystitis.  This  power-  sion  of  the  parts  containing  the  pus, 
ful  remedy  has  now  been  extended  to  must  have  led  at  once  to  the  sur- 
every  accessible  part  of  the  mucous  sical  expedient  of  opening  abscesses, 
membrane;  amongst  others,  to  the  e^e,  Numberless  other  surgtcaf  operations 
fauces,  vagina,  and  uterus.  Besides  its  are  founded  on  the  same  principle  of 
employment  in  diseases  of  the  oesopha-  relieving  distension  by  a  division  either 
gua  and  rectum,  it  has,  I  believe,  as  of  the  distended  and  painful  sub- 
respects  the  gastro-intestinal  mem-  stance  itself,  or  of  what  may  un- 
brane,  been  applied  by  injection  to  the  equally  restrain  the  increasing  size  in 
whole  of  the  larger  intestine  in  cases  morbid  parts,  and  thus  probably,  by 
of  chronic  dysentery ;  and  even,  it  may  unequal  pressure,  cause  stretching,  and 
be  said  (considering  the  large  doses  in  pain  in  some  portion  of  their  struc- 
which  it  is  occasionally  administered  ture;  for  pain  usually  proceeds  from 
in  the  form  of  pill),  locally  to  the  the  unnatural  tension  of  the  nerves 
stomach.  The  pulmonary  mucous  pervading  the  distended  tissues, 
membrane  is  less  accessible ;  but  even  Amongst  these  surgical  operations 
here,  in  inflammation  and  ulceration  may  be  enumerated  the  division  of 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  windpipe,  the  deep-seated  aponeuroses  in  abscess 
late  Dr.  Armstrong  recommended  its  of  the  extremities;  of  the  tendinous 
use  after  laryngotomy.  Might  it  not  yet  fascia  in  whitlow;  and  of  the  similar 
be  more  extensively  applied  in  disease  structure  in  deep-seated  abscess,  or 
of  the  bronchi  and  lungs?    Might  it  inflammation  over  the  cranium.    Scari- 
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fication  of  the  gnma  in  teething,  of  the  would  otherwise  ceaBe,  the  circiilatiov 

conjunctiva  in  ophthahnia  and  che-  of  the  blood  might  be  continued  by 

BMMia,  and  in  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  artificial  respiration  until  the  preasore 

are  remedies  of  the  same  class  ;   al-  were  removed  from  the  brain  either  bv 

though  in  >all,  the  loss  of  blood  that  extracting  the  effused  fluid,  or  (which 

accompanies    the   operation    likewise  might  be  sufficient  in  many  cases)  by 

operates  beneficially  m  the  cure.    The  removing  a  portion  of  the  calvaria,  and 

mode  of  treating   phlegmonous   ery-  making  an  opening  in  the  membranes, 

sipelas  by  scarification  would  appear,  or  even  in  the  unyielding  cerebral  sub- 

from  an  account  which  I  received  from  stance  itself*.  In  most  cases  of  sudden 

an  officer  of  the  St.  Helena  garrison  death  from  apoplexy,  there  is  probably 

who  had  been  a  prisoner  there  after  ^at  effusion,  and  the  usual  site  of  thia 

our  unfortunate  expedition  to  Buenos  is  known.  How  soon  the  blood  coagu* 

Ay  res,  to  have  been  a  popular  remedy  lates,  and  when,  after  this  has  occurred, 

in  South  America  before  its  adoption  the  serum  separates  frt>m  the  crassa- 

in  Europe.    Much  of  the  pain  accom-  mentum,  are  points  not  yet  ascertained, 

panying   inflammation    may   proceed  Where  the  slightest  hope  remained  of 

from  the  distension  of  the  blood-vessela  advantage  from  other  measures,  or  the 

themselves,  and  so  much  of  it  may,  curative  operations  of  nature,  such  a 

perhaps,  be  directly  relieved  by  this  prooeeeding  would,  in  the  present  state 

mcision.                   '  of  our  knowledge,  be  inadmissible ;  but 

Although  these  several  operations,  under  other  circumstances,  as  the  pa- 

or  modes  of  treatment,  are  so  closely  tient  by  this  time  is  generally  unsus- 

allied  in  principle,  this  principle  has  ceptible  of  pain,  there  does  not  appear 

not  been  generally  recognised  ;    and  any  reason  for  an  absolute  prohibition 

several  of  them,  after  long  intervals,  of  the  attempt.    Wounds  of  the  brain 

have  been  introduced  as  remedies  of  a  are  not  in  themselves  so  dangerous  as 

completely  novel  character.    Whether  might  a  priori  have  been  supposed, 

the  principle  can  be  farther  extended,  as  The  frequency  with  which  tne  ven- 

to  the  relief  of  severe  pain  in  orchitis,  tricle  has  been  successfully  tapped  in 

and  that  accompanying  the  inflamma-  chronic  hydrocephalus,  is  a  proof  of 

tion  of  ^out,  sc,  remains  for  future  this ;  and  still  more  conclusive  is  the 

observation.  fact,  that  persons  have  recovered  after 

Approaching  in  character  to  this  the  loss  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
principle  of  relieving  distending  parts  brain.  The  details  of  a  remarkable 
from  a  restraining  pressure,  is  tne  ope-  case  of  this  description,  which  occurred 
ration  of  tapping,  or  puncturing,  as  a  few  years  ago  in  the  neighbourhood 
practised  in  diseases  of  the  head,  tho-  of  Brighton,  have  been  recorded  in  the 
rax,  abdomen,  eye,  bladder,  &c.  for  the  MsniCAL  Gazette,  for  Jan.  1844. 
removal  of  effused  serum,  pus,  blood,  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  fungus 
or  fluids  peculiar  to  the  organs.  Until  cerebri  (which  has  frequently  been  cut 
lately,  diseases  affecting  the  two  first-  off  without  any  bad  effect)  consists,  in 
mentioned  cavities  were  allowed  to  many  cases,  of  a  portion  of  the  sub- 
prove  fatal  when  this  operation  might  stance  of  the  brain  protruded  through 
have  restored  health ;  and  there  are  an  ulcerated  opening  in  its  investing 
grounds  for  thinking  that  the  principles  membrane  in  consequence  of  internal 
may  be  yet  farther  extended  to  effusions  heemorrhage ;  and  to  this  safety  valve 
within  the  head.  The  operation  for  in  these  cases  the  patient  may  owe  his 
the  removal  of  effused  fluid  in  this  escape  from  the  suddenly  fatal  effects 
situation  has  been  limited  to  where  it  of  pressure. 

occurs  in  chronic  hydrocephalus,  and  This  suggestion  (which  has  not  the 

where  there  is  supposed  sanguineous  chtu'acter,  assuredly,  of  either  boldness 

effusion    between   tne  skull  and  the  or  danger),  of  extending  a  principle  al- 

dura   mater   after   external  violence,  ready  in  use  for  relieving  the  brain 

But  why  not  attempt  the  same  thing  from  the  pressure  of  an  effused  fluid, 

in  the  last  stage   of  acute   diseases -^ — — 

attended  with  such  effusion,  and  in  *  "  !»  ■P?S^?iy»  nftcr  the  breathing  J»m  tito. 

•*v^.^i^^»;«    i.»».^*»K.<^    w)iL»    ^*iiA.  K«ther  ceased,  it  »  obvioas  that  life  mifrht  be 

apoplectic    hsmorrhage,   when    other  prolonged  for  several  hoars  by  artificial  iiSlatiou 

measures  have  manifestly  proved  un-  of  the  langs,  but  as  no  ultimate  benefit  could  be 

availing,  and  death  rapidly  approaches  ?  5Sj'^iS?^Tali.?"«S??^5?jLri£» 

Even  under  circumstances  where  life  iteRce,  by  p«ru  and  FbnbUnqoe^  voi.  ii.  ^  n. 
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whereby,  if  a  permanent  cure  pould  cases,  as  respects  speed  and  complete- 
not  be  effected,  life  and  intellect  might  ness  of  operation  as  well  as  safety, 
perhaps  in  many  cases  (and  with  infi-  that,  I  doubt  not,  it  will  be  ere  long 
nite  advantage  in  so  sodden  a  malady  matter  of  surprise  that  so  much  trouble 
as  apoplexy,)  be  protracted,  will,  I  am  had  been  necessary  to  render  genenl 
well  awsre,  find  no  favour  with  such  its  substitution  for  these  means;  and 
members  of  the  profession  as  were  to  silence  the  oljections  which  igno- 
amused  with  the  proposition  which  ranee,  indolence,  a  prejudice  af^ainst 
I  made  some  twenty  years  ago  to  whatever  is  new,  or  even  more  cuscre- 
extract  urinary  calculus  without  any  disable  causes,  had  raised  against  it. 
dangerous  cutting ;  and  who,  at  a  later 

Eeriod,  ridiculed  the  idea  of  saving  life  Note. — One  would  think  that  before 

y  extirpating  the  diseased  ovarium.  going  into  details  respecting  the  action 

of  an  instrument  used  in  surgery  and  de- 
nying its  advantages  over  other  means. 

The  benefit  that  chemistry  has  con-  the  person  so  doing  would,  if  he  had  not 

ferred  on  therapeutics,  not  only   by  actually  used  the  instrument,  at  least 

presenting   new    substances    or   new  make  a  point  of  seeing  it.    Yet  from 

combinations,  but  by  pointing  out  the  some  observations  on  the  fluid  dilator, 

modes  by  which  articles  already  in  use  by  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  in  a  recent 

may  be  prepared  so  as  best  to  fulfil  the  publication  of  his,  there  are  grounds 

intentions   of  the    prescriber,   is  too  tor  doubting  whether  he  had  even  this 

well  known  to  require  any  comment  on  acquaintance  with   what  he  criticises, 

the  present  occasion.    Of  that  to  be  for  he  states  that  the  fluid  dilator  must 

obtained  from  mechanics  by  improving  be  useless  in  cases  of  narrow  stricture 

the  apparatus  employed,  a  better  illus-  on  account  of  its  bulk;  which  cannot 

tration  cannot  be  adduced  than  that  of  be  supposed  to  be  less,  he  says,  than  a 

the  substitution  of  fluid  pressure  for  the  middle  sized  bougie.      It  is  singular 

various  means  hitherto  employed  to  that  his  own  description  of  the  instru- 

answer  the  same  purposes.    Bj^  this  ment,  viz.  "  a  tube  of  varnished  silk, 

substitution,  not  only  are  the  mdica-  which  is  to  be  introduced  into  the  stric- 

tions  of  cure  more  completely  carried  ture,  and  then  dilated  by  impelling  air 

into  effect,  thus  facilitating  the  cure,  into  it  by  a  syringe,"  snoula  not  have 

and  prerenting  suffering  during   its  prevented  his  falling  into  this  error: 

course ;  but  by  the  superiority  of  the  for  it  is  obvious  that  such  a  tube,  if 

new  means,  oifficulties  in  the  treat-  rolled  upon  itself,  when  covered  with 

ment  are  surmounted  which  could  not  adhesive  matter,  as  a  sheet  of  paper  or 

be  overcome  by  former  means.    Fluid  parchment  is  rolled,  or  as  waxcloth  is 

pressure,  for  example,  when  applied  rolled  in  the  manufacture  of  the  com- 

to  the  scirrhous  breast,  from  its  ex-  mon  bougie,  cannot  be  larger  than  the 

citing  so  little  irritation  m  consequence  same  pi^ce  of  cloth  rolled  into  the 

of  the  uniformity  of  its  action,  and  the  form  of  the  smallest  bougie.    But  dila- 

ease,  comparatively,  with  which  it  may  tors  of  a  size  so  small  as  this  are  sel- 

be  controlled,  can  be  continued  mucn  dom  required;  and  that  they  may  be  aa 

longer  and  less  interrupte<lly  than  the  smooth  as  possible — as  smooth  as  the 

pressure  of  the  bandaee ;  ana  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra  itself 

same  qualities,  this  kind  of  pressure  — it  is  better  to  cover  as  well  as  to  line 

may  often  be  used  as  a  means  of  eup-  the  silk  tube  by  a  thin  piece  of  gut. 

nort  to  weakened  parts   where  ban-  It  is  in  removing  a  stricture  com- 

dages  are  totally  inadmissible.    As  a  pletely,  or  to  a  greater  extent  at  least, 

means  of  dilatation  the  advantages  of  and  more  speemlv  and  with  less  irri- 

fluid  pressure  are  not  less  conspicuous,  tation  than  can  oe  effected  by  other 

and  are  well  worth  obtaining,  thoueh  means,  that  the   advantage  of  fluid 

at.the  cost  of  a  little  trouble  from  tne  pressure  is  most  conspicuous.     This 

complexity  of  the  apparatus,  on  the  alleged  superiority  is  disputed  by  Sir 

part  of  the  surgeon.    In  the  removal  Benjamin,  who  states,first,thathe  is  not 

of  constrictions  or  narrow ings  from  the  satitified  that  bougies  cannot  dilate  to 

larger  accessible  canals  of  the  body,  the  same  extent ;  and,  secondly,  that 

fluid  pressure  possesses  so  much  su-  dilatation  beyond  a  certain  de^ree,'when 

perionty  over  the  whole  class  of  the  effected  by  bougies,  he  has  found  more 

wedge-acting  instruments  used  in  such  injurious  than  useful.    To  decide  the 
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Question  of  the  power  of  dilatation  by  improvement  of  the  highest  order,  the 
tne  two  methods,  I  would  wish  nothing  interests  of  humanity  demand  that  an 
more  than  that  both  instruments  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  grounds 
should  be  seen,  or  their  description  and  on  which  its  judgment  is  founded.  A 
mode  of  action,  at  least,  clearly  un-  critic  in  the  London  Medical  Journal 
derstood ;  and  as  to  the  second  objec-  (No.  269)  spoke  of  the  ap'plication  of 
tion,  I  would  ask  if  it  be  logical  to  fluid  pressure  to  the  diseases  of  the 
compare  the  action  of  an  instrument  urethra  as  constituting  a  new  era  in 
which  produces  much  irritation  when  their  treatment,  and  he  did  not  speak 
employed  of  a  large  size,  (as  it  must  ne-  without  practical  experience  of  its  use, 
cessarily  dilate  the  whole  of  the  sound,  for  it  had  been  adopted  in  his  own 
as  well  as  the  diseased  part  of  the  catse.  How  differently  does  the  writer 
canal),  and  whose  mode  of  operation  is  proceed  who,  granting  that  he  may 
very  different,  with  that  of  an  instru-  nave  seen  the  instrument,  has  assuredly 
ment  which  acts  on  little  else  than  the  never  employed  it :  and  yet,  from  corn- 
diseased  part  ?  With  as  much  propriety  paring  it  with  what  it  does  not  resem- 
may  castor  and  croton  oil  be  compared  ble,  condemns  it ! 
together,  as  the  fluid  dilator  and  the  Having  quoted  Sir  B.  Brodie's  xm- 
bougie ;  but  they  surely  difier  so  ex-  perfect  description  of  the  fluid  dilator, 
ceedingly  in  the  degree  of  irritation  it  may  be  necessary  to  mention  a  few 
which  they  severally  produce,  as  would  more  particulars  with  regard  to  its 
make  any  comparison  between  them  construction  and  use,  in  order  to  pre- 
preposterous.  But  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  vent  any  misconception  on  the  subject. 
'is  of  opinion  that,  like  the  disease  of  When  it  is  merely  a  tube  of  varnished 
the  joints  above  alluded  to,  stricture  silk,  and  of  a  size,  in  its  distended 
is  incurable— that  patients  with  stric-  state,  less  than  the  natural  diameter  of 
ture  must  be  patients  for  life ;  and  he  the  urethra,  the  tube  may  be  of  suffi- 
is  content  therefore  with  the  employ-  cient  length  to  reach  from  the  orifice 
ment  of  a  palliative  means  of  vety  in-  of  the  urethra  to  a  little  beyond  the 
ferior  description.                                ^  stricture ;  and  when  rolled  upon  itself 

If  stricture  be  indeed  incurable,  if  in  its  collapsed  state,  in  order  to  render 
its  removal  be  beyond  the  power  of  it  smooth  and  sufliciently  stifi*  for  in- 
any  mechanism  or  any  medicinal  agency  sertion,  it  has  in  every  respect  the 
addressed  to  the  vitality  of  the  diseased  appearance  of  a  wax  bougie.  It  is,  in 
structure,  it  is  a  fact  much  to  be  la-  fact,  a  wax  bougie  capable  of  swelling 
mented;  for  it  is  obvious  that  any  with  any  desirable  aegree  of  power 
long- continued  source  of  irritation  in  after  it  has  passed  within  the  stricture. 
the  urethra  must  eventually  have  the  Such  is  one  form  of  the  instrument ; 
most  pernicious  consequences  on  the  but  that  which  is  usually  more  con- 
contiguous  and  sympathizing  parts—  venient  consi|^s  of  a  short  and  smooth 
on  the  prostate  glana,  bladder,  or  kid-  dilatable  tube,  of  the  required  diameter, 
neys.  1  believe  that  Sir  Benjamin  has  tied  upon  the  end  of  a  metallic  tube, 
taken  too  gloomy  a  view  of  the  surgery  which  directs  it  to  the  constricted  por- 
of  this  department ;  but  even  granting  tion  of  the  urethra,  and  conducts  the 
that  every  means  of  dilatation  is  but  a  distending  fluid  to  it.  This  fluid,  con- 
palliative  remedy,  surely,  as  our  object  si  sting  of  thick  mucilage  and  a  portion 
18  to  remove  a  source  of  irritation  Hnd  of  air,  is  gradually  introduced,  accord- 
danger,  that  which  removes  it  with  in^  to  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  until 
most  expedition,  at  the  least  risk  to  the  a  aegree  of  hardness  is  produced  in  the 
patient,  and  to  the  greatest  extent,  distended  membranous  tube  which  no 
consistently  with  this  safety,  should  be  stricture  can  withstand.  The  patient 
prefeired.  may  himself  regulate  the  pressure  by 

It  is  with  much  pain  that  I  have  raising  or  depressing  the  screw  which 

entered  upon  this  subject, and  animad-  moves  the  piston  of  the  syringe;  and 

verted  on  a  want  of  candour  and  cor-  on  account  of  the  power  which  a  screw 

rectness  in  the  reasoning  of  one  who  piston-rod  aflbrds,  a  syringe  capable  of 

has  so  long  been  deemed  a  high  autho-  nolding  a  large  supply  of  liquid  may 

rity    in    tne^  profession.     But    when  be  used.     The  fluid  dilator,  from  its 

**  authority"  is  used  to  crush  what  a  pro-  smoothness  and  pliancy,  is,  in  most 

longed  experience  has  proved  to  be  an  cases,  as  easily  passed  into  the  stricture 
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■8  a  oommon  bougie  }  BOinetimes,  in-  desirable,  very  cold  water  mnninff  ra- 

deed,  from  its  possession  of  peculiar  pidly  through  the  bladder  will  reduce 

qualities  in  this  respect,  more  easily.  the  temperature    much  more  rapidly 

Another    improvement    of    means  than  the  application  of  ice.     Cold  and 

already  in  use,  which  I  consider  to  be  heat  can  thus  be  conveniently  appUed 

an  accession  of  considerable  importance  (by  fixing  the  ends  of  the  supply  and 

to  Uierapeutics,  from  the  power  which  waste  pipes  together,  and  tying  them 

it  confers  of  greatly  extending  the  use  into  one  end  at  the  bladder)  to  various 

of  a  very  valuable  remedy,  is  tne  mode  internal  as  well  as  external  parts ;  the 

which  I  have  adopted  of  applying  qo\d  cold,  to  check  hemorrhage,  as  in  me- 

locally  to  prevent  or  remove  inflamma-  norrhagia ;   the  heat,  to  promote  the 

tion,  hemorrhage,  &c.  in  a  very  great  natural  discharge  of  the  part,  as  in 

variety  of  cases.  amenorrhcoa.    When  used  to  restrain 

The  local  application  of  cold  fiir-  hemorrhage,  the  plugging  of  the  i)a»* 

nishes  one  of  tne  b^st  examples  of  a  sage  by  the  distenaed  bladder  is  an  im- 

remedy  originating  in  the  instinctive  portant  part  of  the  treatment,  and  is 

dictates  of  nature ;  but  from  the  mode  much  better  adapted  for  its  purpose 

in  which  it  has  hitherto  been  made,  I  than  the  irritating  and  less  manageable 

doubt  whether  as  much  harm  has  not  expedients  hitherto  employed, 

been  produced  by  it  as  benefit.    The  A  modification  of  tois  method   of 

usual  mode  is  to  place  a  rag  dipped  in  applying  cold^  contrived  for  the  pur* 

oold  water,  pure  or  medicatea,  upon  pose  of  combining  pressure  with  it,  has 

the  part,  renewing  it  at  intervals  ac-  oeen  used,  on  my  recommendation,  and 

cording  as  it  becomes  heated.    This  is  with  great  advantage,  in  a  case   of 

evidently  not  a  continued  application  strangulated  hernia.  Cold  and  pressure, 

of  cold,  bnt  a  series  of  changes  of  tem-  are  each- separately  of  great  efficacy  in 

perature^  and  is  likely  enough,  in  many  this  disease  as  means  of  obviating  the 

cases,  to  cause  a  very  prejudicial  effect,  necessity  of  a  dangerous  operation ;  but 

If  ice  be  substituted,  the  cold  may  be  when  their  forces  are  combined,  this 

too  great,and  the  mischief  be  increased;  object  will  be  accomplished,  not  only 

and  cold  affusion,  or  irrigation,  as  it  more  certainly,  but  more  speedily. 

has  been  termed,  though  often  a  useful     ;^ 

-substitute,  can  only  be  applied  to  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  bodv,  and  even  to  PRACTICAL  REMARKS 
these  with  much  trouble  and  difficulty.  ox  ths  value  ov  thb  opbbation  or 
What  I  have  found  a  perfect  mode  of  PERFORATING  THE  WALL  OF  THE 

^^!lll"?K-   \i"iS  '"''^'^  *Sf  ^^^  ^''}'  CHEST  INTO  A  TUBERCULAR 

a  very  thm  bladder,  of  the  requisite  rAvrrv 

dimensions,  containing  a  small  quan-  i^ayity, 

tity   of  water   of    the   desired    tem-  'oa  thb  asLisF  or  curb  of  tubbbcula* 

Eeraturf,  which  is  constantly  renewed  phthisis, 

y  establishing  a  cuirent  through  the  With  CommenU  an  the  Comm  of  J,  G. 

bladder  by  means  of  two  pewter  tubes ;  g^  g,  q.  Hockbn,  M.D. 

onc^  connected  withi  a  reservoir,  and  puyrfciMi  to  the  Blenheim  stnet  iniinniry,  ftc. 

naving  a  stop-cock  at  its  end  to  regu-  

late  the  stream ;  the  other  leadinfi[  to  a  Some  months  back  my  attention  was 

waste  vessel.     The  elevation  of  the  directed  to  the  propriety  and  safety  of 

waste-pipe  reflates  the  quantity  of  making  a  free  communication  through 

water  m  the  bladder;  and  as,  from  the  the  wall  of  the  chest  with  a  tubercu£r 

change  of  posiUon  of  the  patient,  this  cavern  in  the  lung,  (as  a  means  of  af- 

elevation  most  be  frequently  altered,  it  fording  relief,  or  of  effecting  a  cure) 

IS  convenient  to  ml  the  extremity  of  by  reading  some  account  of  a  discus- 

the  pipe  on  the  sliding  ring  of  a  com-  gion  on  the  subject.    Since  that  period 

m^  retort  stond.  I  have  learnt  that  the  subject  is  by  no 

By  this  apparatus  the  temperature  means  new,  either  in  theory,  or  in  actual 

can  be  regulated  with  the  greatest  pre-  practice ;  Dr.  Barry,  of  Dublin,*  hav- 

cision,  and  (when  such  a  test  should  fng   proposed,  and  successfully  per- 

guide  us)  water  of  that  temperature  formed  the  operation  more  than  a  cen- 

can  be  chosen,  whether  high  or  low, 

which  is  most  agreeable  to  the  patient's    ,-L^  ?S!!f?.  ^  CoMumotton  of  tibe  Lungi. 
/^^Kn,..      leJ^j  J      -*wif»««vM..     jyjj^    A  Trtitiic  on  three  olflterent  DUreotiODi- 

•leelingQ.    u  sudden  and  severe  cold  is    itc.  ires.  «"«««*  *«««»«««., 

893.— xzxT.  2  G 
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tAiry  ago.    For  this  infonnation  I  am  sition  of  the  patient,  allow  the  somllest 

hidebted  to  Dr.  Hastings.    The  sugges-  shadow  of  hope  to  remain." 

tion  appeared  to  me  oft  onsidemble  value,  At  the  lime  this  paragraph  was  writ- 

at  the  same  lime  that  I  felt  convinced  ten,   I  imagined   that   the   operation 

that  the  operation  would  be  applicable  would  prove  benefidal  much  in  the 

only  to  certain  cases,  and  that  it  would  same  way,  and  on  the  same  principle, 

almost  to  a  certainty  fail  in  producing  that  the  sur^on  gives  relief  in  deep- 

a  cure,  unless  at  the  same  time  some  seated  and  diffused  abscesses ;  viz.,  by 

plan  of  medical  treatment  were  adopted  freely  opening  up  sinuses,  and  dividing 

capable  of  assisting  the  curative  efforts  fistulous  tracts,  m  order  to  allow  the 

of  nature,  and  of  suspending  the  fur-  secretions  of  the  sac  of  the  abscess  to 

ther  deposition  of  tubercle,  as  well  as  of  escape  freely,  and  to  relieve  the  irrita- 

removing  any  traces  of  disease  which  lion  produced  by  the  passage  of  these 

might  exist  with  the  cavern  in  other  matters  through  narrow  and  circuitous 

rirts  of  the  lungs.    From  careful,  and,  routes.      Hence  I    concluded  that  it 

trust,  perfectly  impartial  trials  of  the  would  be  more  applicable  to  cases  of 

medicinal  naphtha,*  I  was  convinced  cavern  furnishing  the  signs  of  abun* 

that  the  profession  possessed  in  it  a  dant  liquid  contenU,  and  where  a  large 

remedy  capable  of  producing  all  these  quantity  of  muco-porulent  matters  had 

results.    Impressed    with    th^e    con-  tobeexpectoratedthrough  the  bronchi; 

siderations,  1  suggested  the  combination  and  it  was  from  these  considerations 

of  surgical  proceedings  with  medicinal  that  I  concluded  the  opening  should 

naphtha,  and  other  remedial  measures,  be  made  into  the  cavern  at  the  most  dc- 

in  my    "Practical    Inquiry   into  the  pending   position,  and,  at   the  same 

Value  of  Medicinal  Naphtha  in  Tu-  time,  at  a  point  where  it  was  most  pro- 

bercular  Phthisis,"  written  about  three  bable  from  the  auscultatory  phenoaseoa 

months  since,  (September,  1844).    In  it  was  situated  nearest  to  the  surface, 

commenting  on  a  case  of  phthisis  with  In  the  early  part  of  the  month  of 

larvngeal  disease,  I  remarked  at  p.  60,  November,  Dr.  Hastings  informed  me 

that  "  naphtha,  although  it  relieved  the  that  he  had  a  patient  in  an  advanced 

chest  symptoms^  exerted  no  beneficial  stage  of  consumption,  who  was  suffer- 

influence   on    the    laryngeal    disease,  ing  from  the  effects  of  a  very  laige 

Supposing   such  a  case  to  occur,  in  cavity  in  his  lett  lung,  but  where  the 

which    auscultation    proved  that    the  «igM  o(  tubercular  disease  were  oom- 

phthisical  state  of  the  lung  might  be  par  :tively  slight  on  the  rirfit  side;  and 

cured,  and  was  already  benefited  by  the  showed  me  a  letter  from  the  patient  (a 

treatment,  would  it  not  be  allowable  for  well-educated  intelliffent  man)  staung 

the  surgeon  to  perform  the  operation  h"  wilhnpness  to  submit  to  the  oMra- 

of  tracheotomy,  in  aid  of  the  curative  tion,  notwithstanding  its  risks,  provided 

influence  of  medicinal  measures  ?"  it  held  out  any  reasonable  chance  of 

«'  In  speaking  of  surgical  operations  ultimate  good,  fo  my  conference  with 
in  aid  of  the  physician's  attempts  to  pr.  Hastings  on  the  subject,  I  stated  to 
direct  the  efforts  of  nature  into  a  proper  htm,  the  views  I  entertained  and  my 
and  healthy  channel,  1  may  remark  willingness  to  assist  him,  to  the  utmost 
that  the  operation  recentiy  proposed  of  ?f  my  power,  m  carrymg  these  opinions 
making  a  free  external  communication  »nto  execution  .  ,  , 
througb  the  wall  of  the  chest,  with  a  ^  ,?"  ^*«  following  morning,  I  alw 
phthisical  cavity  of  large  size,  replete  talked  the  matter  carefuUv  over  with 
^ith  moAid  secretions,  is  (if  it  could  my  fnend  Mr.  Storks ;  and  it  was  sub- 
be  effected  safely)  likely  to  render  the  sequentiy  arranged  by  Dr.  Hastme^ 
fcase  more  curable,  provided  the  extent  t^^at  myself  and  Mr,  Storks  should 
of  disease  present,  and  the  predispo-  meet  him  to  examine  the  patient,  and 
-decide  on  the  best  modes  of  operating, 

«  Till  receDtiy  I  feel  cooTiaced  that  scarcely  and  the  situation  to  be  selected  for  the 

any  one  has  tried  the/;en«iwAf<rf»c/i»a/iVap*Ma  opening,    on    the    following    Monday. 

—it  beine  Impossible  to  obtain  it  (or  only  aa  an      4*^      j*     1        _  *u^  1  i.u     rvr ^_uJL 

accident)  fh)m  any  honw  in  London,  but  at  Accordingly,  on  the  llth  of  November, 

White's,  Piccatimy,  two  djsors  from  the  Hay-  I  met  Dr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Storks, 

market.     Very  recently,  Mr.  Hooper,  of  !7,  Poll  *      -^l  .Uem ««-«  carefullv  examined 

Mall  East,  has  sncceeded  in  discoverinj?  where  ^^  ^^P  inem  very  careiuiiv  examinea 

be  can  obtain  a  supply.    He  informed  me  that,  the  patient's  cbest,  and  fully  arranged 

but  for  an  accidental  circuinstanca,  he  wonld  ^^  g^gpg  mogt  likely  tO  be  successful 

havesearchedliondonover  without  discovering  .      ^Ue^jneration    which  wsa  fixed  for 

any  druggist  who  told  the  right  spirit.  *"  t**c  opcrauon,  wmca  wasnaea  lor 
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the  following  Friday.  On  the  15th|  siderable  dnhiess  over  the  se&polar 
immediately  previous  to  the  operation,  region,  with  cavernous  breathing  and 
I  again  ausculted  the  patient's  chest,  pectoriloquy.  Beneath  the  scapula 
and  selected  (agreeably  also  to  the  there  was  some  healthy  respiratory 
opinions  of  Dr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  murmur,  also  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Storks)  a  spot  parallel  with  the  left  sub-axilUiry  region, 
nipple,  at  the  up{)er  edge  of  the  fourth  Right  side  anteriorly. — ^This  side 
rib,  on  a  level  with,  but  considerably  possessed  the  natural  amount  of  promi- 
to  the  left  of  the  situation  of  the  heart,  nence,  extensive  respiratory  movements, 
The  operation  was  then  performed  by  and  a  perfectly  normal  degree  of  reso- 
Mr.  Storks,  and  (as  an  unprejudiced  nance.  Respiratory  murmurs  slightly 
observer)  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  with  harsh  and  bronchial  over  the  sub-cla- 
that  skill  and  dexterity  which  I  have  vicular  re^on,  especially  beneath  the 
seen  him  exhibit  on  several  other  oc-  sternal  half  of  the  clavicle ;  increased 
casions.  Since  that  event  nearly  to  the  resonance  of  the  voice  and  heart- 
present  time,  I  have  most  closely  and  sounds,  over  the  same  region,  quite 
carefully  watched  the  case,  attending  unsi^ixed  with  any  other  moist  or  dry 
two  or  three  times  daily  with  Dr.  Has-  sounds.  Laterally  and  poslerioriy  there 
tings  and  Mr.  Storks ;  and  hence  I  was  no  evidence  of  disease, 
may  be  allowed  perhaps  to  make  a  few  Dec.  \7i\i,^  Right  $ide.  This  side 
comments  on  the  applicability  of  theope-  of  the  chest  yielded  a  perfectly  normal 
ration,  and  on  this  i)articu1ar  case  (me  amount  of  resonance  on  percussion, 
case  of  J.  G.)  referring  for  minutiae  to  and  its  motions  were  excellent.  The 
the  report  of  the  daily  history,  pub-  voice  was  still  somewhat  bronchial  be*' 
lished  in  the  Med.' Gazette,  of  Dec.  ^th,  neath  the  sternal  half  of  the  clavicle, 
by  Dr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Storks,  to  and  resonant  over  the  sub- clavicular 
the  accuracv  and  impartiality  of  which  rcgitin  near  the  sternum.  Therespira- 
I  would  add  my  humble  testimony.  tory  murmurs  were  nearly  healthy — 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  compara-  only  slightly  harsh— over  this  region, 
tive  condition  of  the  patient's  chest  where  they  had  previously  been  bron* 
immediately  previous  to  the  operation,  chial,  except  beneath  the  sternal  half  of 
and  at  the  present  time,  is  of  consider-  the  clavicle,  where  there  is  still  some 
able  importance  in  judging  of  the  value  blowing  and  bronchial  scftind.  In  all 
of  the  operation.  1  will  therefore  other  parts  perfectly  healthy, 
mention  the  signs  which  were  present  L  ft  tide. — During  the  progress  of 
on  the  iith  of  November,  and  the  the  case  there  has  been  a  gradual  pro- 
state of  the  chest  as  it  existed  on  the  cess  of  falling  in  of  the  walls  of  the 
17th  of  December.  chest  over  the  cavity,  which  was,  how- 

11th  Nov. — Phyiicaltigm.  Flatten-  ever,  much  more  marked  about  three 
ing  of  the  antero-superior  parts  of  the  weeks  since  than  at  present,  owin^  to 
left  sideof  the  chest,  with  diminished  re-  the  fipreat  prominence  of  the  clavicle 
Bt)iratoVy  plav,  but  with  bulging  and  which  existed  at  that  time,  from  the 
elevation  of  the  upper  intercostal  space  collapse  of  parts  above  and  beneath 
with  each  inspiration,  and  depression  it.  There  was  much  less  intercostal 
with  expiration,  especially  marked  in  motion  than  on  the  previous  examinar 
the  first  and  second  intercostal  spaces  ;  tion,  but  the  motions  of  the  side  in  re- 
considerable  dulness  on  percussion  over  spiration  remained  the  same.  The 
the  clavicle  and  over  the  whole  sur-  amount  of  dulness  on  percussion  re- 
face  from  the  clavicle  as  low  as  the  mained  nearly  as  before,  and  occupied 
fiflhrib:  powerful,  blowing,  cavernous  the  same  regions,  but  there  was  a 
breathing,  which  seemed  to  be  pnffed  marked  difference  in  the  auscultatoiv 
into  and  out  of  the  ear,  over  the  dull  phenomena.  The  breathing  waa  stiU 
portions,  with  complete,  reverberating,  cavernous  over  the  upper  portions  of 
loud  pectoriloquy,  unmixed  with  any  the  left  side  of  the  chesty  but  instead  of 
moist  sounds.  These  signs  were  de-  being  noisy  and  with  force,  apparently 
cidedly  most  superficial  over  the  third  pufied  into  and  out  of  the  ear,  as  on 
intercostal  space,  parallel  with  the  left  the  examination  made  previous  to  the 
nipple.  The  same  signs  existed  in  the  operation  it  was  quiet  and  gentle,  and 
left  axillary  and  upper  part  of  the  sub-  might  have  been  mistaken  by  a  care- 
axillary  re^ns,  but  less  loud  and  su-  less  auscultator  for  healthy  breathing, 
perficial.     Posteriorly  there  was  con-  unless  the  patient  breathed  more  deeply 
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than  natural — ^indeed,  bo  much  so,  that  cure.    One  gentlemaa,  who  has  aus- 

one  gentleman  of  deservedly  high  re-  culted  the  patient  twice  during  the  last 

putation  actually  fell  into   this  error  three  weeks,  imagined  that  the  disease 

on  first  applying  his  ear  to  the  chest,  of  the  right  lung  was  increasing ;  but 

The  voice,  instead  of  passing  directly  on  what  grounds  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 

into  the  ear  with  a  clear  reverberating  ceive.     My  own  examinations  of  the 

sound,  did  not  amount  to  pectoriloquy,  patient's  chest  have  been  made  with 

but  consisted  of  a  loud  resonance,  out  the  greatest  care,  and  coincide  fully 

without  any  articulate  sounds  passing  with  the  o])inion  of  all  those  who  have 

into  the  ear.     Below,    laterally  ana  similarly  examined  the  patient,  with 

posteriorly,  there  was  healthy  respira-  this  one  exception, 

tonr  murmur.  The  highly  satisfactory  state  of  the 

My  diagnosis  of  the  case  previous  to  general  symptoms  attest  the  beneficial 

the  operation  was— a  very  large  empty  changes  which  have  been  effected  in 

cavern  in  the  upper  part  of  the  leu  the  local  diRcase;    I  would  especially 

lunfi^^probably  occupying  the  whole  refer  to  the  number  of  the  respirations 

of  tne  upper  lobe — extending  very  su-  in  a  minute  before  the  operation  (32) 

Serficially,  especially  in  front,  ana  evi-  and  subsequently,  being  at  present  from 
ently  in  free  communication  with  one  16  to  18  in  the  minute;  also  the  com-* 
or  more  bronchi :  lower  portions  of  plete  absence  of  dyspnoea  and  hectic ; 
the  inferior  lobe  healthy.  Some  tu-  and  the  comparative  freedom  from 
bercular  disease  of  the  upper  part  of  the  cough,  as  well  as  from  anything  but 
risht  lung.  simple  mucous  expectoration  in  small 
xhe  changes  which  had  been  effected  quantity;  and  no  discharge,  or  very 
between  the  dates  of  Nov.  11th  and  tnfling,  through  the  tube  from  the 
Dec.  1 7th,  were,  that  the  cavity  was  re-  cavity.  The  pulse  also  has  regained  its 
tained  in  a  state  of  comparative  repose,  healthy  standard, 
the  walls  being  no  longer  powerfully  These  are  not  the  symptoms  of  ad- 
and  constantly  senarat^  by  each  in-'  vancing  disease,  but  rather  those  re- 
spiration, whilst  the  little  air  which  suiting  from  a  complete  relief  of  the 
was  drawn  in  by  a  forced  inspiration,  constitutional  and  local  irritation,  which 
as  in  couc;hing,  &c.,  readily  escaped  had  previously  worn  down  the  system, 
through  tnr  tube.  From  this  favour-  and  were  hurrying  the  patient  to  the 
able  state  of  things  the  size,  of  the  grave.  So  far  from  any  proof  of  ad- 
cavity  had  evidently  much  diminished,  vancing  disease,  the  chest  symptoms 
(perha];>8  from  the  gradual  approxima-  become  daily  more  favourable,  and  the 
tion  of  its  walls)  and  I  have  little  doubt  patientgains flesh,  health, and  strength, 
that  a  process  of  healing  was  in  pro-  These  remarks  lead  me  naturally   to 

rt88  within  the  cavity  itself :  proved,  speak  of  the 
think,  by  the  adhesions  which  con-  Alanner  in  which  the  operation  prove* 
stantly  took  place  during  the  progress  henejicial — I  have  already  mentioned 
of  the  case,  between  the  tube  (which  the  manner  in  which  I  believed  the 
passed  about  an  inch  and  half  into  the  operation  would  act  beneficially  before 
cavity)  and  the  soft  parts  with  which  it  I  attended  the  case  of  J.  G. ;  since  that 
was  in  contact.  During  the  dressihg  of  the  time,  however,  my  views  have  under- 
wound  some  small  masses  of  organised  gone  some  modifications,  which  I 
lymph  were  several  times  withdrawn  think  of  considerable  importance  in 
in  the  extremity  of  the  gum-elastic  practice.  Mj  former  opinion  was,  that 
tube,  which  had  partially  obstructed  the  great  objects  of  the  operation  were 
the  instrument  by  stretching  across  its  to  auow  the  secretions  of  the  cavern  to 
calibre,  between  the  apertures  in  its  escape  freely,  and  thus  to  prevent  any 
sides.  This  quiescent  state  of  the  ca^  accumulation  in  the  diseased  lun^,  and 
vem,  and  the  diminution  of  its  6iz<*,  give  relief  to  that  irritation  which  is 
which  had  evidently  taken  place,  both  produced  by  the  passage  of  such  mat- 
by  approximation  of  its  walls,  and  a  ters  through  narrow  and  circuitous 
process  of  healing,  fully  account  for  routes.  E^nce  I  imagined  the  opening 
the  removal  of  pectoriloquy,  and  the  ought  to  be  made  in  tne  most  depeno- 
great  changes  efi^cted  in  the  characters  in?  position. 

of  the   cavernous  respiration.      The  My  present  belief  is,  that  when  a  free 

slight  disease  present  in  the  right  lung  communication  is  formed  with  a  cavern 

was  also  diminishing  and  in  process  of  through  the  wall  of  the  cheet,  a  new 
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action  is  produced  in  the  sides  of  the    tation  present  which  will  proVe  snf- 
cayity ,  of  a  healthy  or  reparative  nature    ficient  to  keep  up  and  increase  it — so  as 
—totally  opposed  to  the  diseased  con-    generally  to  set  medicine  at  defiance — 
ditions  which  previously  existed,  and    and  ultimately,  either  in  a  very  short 
which  tended  only  to  the  increase  of  the    or  a  longer  period,  prove  the  cause  Of 
complaint  and  to  the  death   of  the    death,  or  he  cured  bv  the  operation  of 
patient.  The  presence  of  the  previously    tracheotomy.     By  this  operation  the 
unhealthy  action  in  the  cavern  is  mam-    larynx  is  cut  off  from  petforming  any 
festedin  the  severe  local  and  constitu-    important  office  in  the  economy,  and  u 
tional  irritation  which  exists :  produc-    placed  in  a  state  of  quiet ;  mducing 
ing  in  the  first  instance  cough,  more  or    immediately  a  complete  chan^  in  the 
less  unhealthy  muco  purulent  secretion    character  of  its  oiseases,  wnich  be- 
(which  in  the  case  of  J.  6..  was  expec-    come    as    curable    and   as    udimpor- 
torated  as  fast  as  it  was  formed,  amount*    tant  as  a  similar  disease   would  be 
ing   to   about   3iij-    daily),   constant    in  the  mouth,  or  in  any  other  non- 
dyspncea  and  breathlessness,  with  a    vital  part  of  the  body. '   So,  in  like 
necessity  for  frequent  respiration;  in    manner,    the    tubercular   disease    in 
the  second  giving  rise  to  a  state  of    phthisis  is  situated  in  a  vital  organ  of 
severe  hectic,  rapidity  of  pulse,  great    the  highest  importance,  and  the  cavern 
emaciation,    ana    complete    loss    of    is  subject  to  constant  disturbance  in 
strength^  &c.     Consumptive  patients    the  respiratory  movements,  and  from 
rarely  die  from  the  actual  amount  of    the  ingress  anJ  egress  of  air.      By 
disease  present  not  leavinc^  a  sufficiency    making  a  free  opening  into  anv  part  of 
of  lung  to  carry  on  life,  but  from  the    this  cavern  through  the  wall  of  the 
amount  of  irritation  which  that  disease    chest,  it  is  cut  off  m>m  performing  any 
occasions,  wearing  down  the  vital  re*    part  of  the  respiratory  functions ;  its 
sistance,  and  hurrying  the  patient  to  an    sympathetic  relations  with  the  rest  of 
untimely  grave.    As  soon  as  the  opera-    the    system    are    completely    altered 
tion    is    performed   in    a  Judiciously    (having  just  the  same  amount  of  sympar 
selected  patient,  this  state  of  irritation,    thetic  relation  with  the  constitution  as 
which,  in  the  sta^e  of  'cavern,  is  the    such  disease  would  have  if  situated  in 
fmu  ei  origo  malr,  is  removed,  (vide  the    a  non- vital  part),  the  diseased  parts  are 
case  of  J.  G.) :  the  cough,  dyspncsa,    placed  in  a  state  of  comparative  rest, 
expectoration,  and  frequent  respiration    and  the  tubercular  cavity  becomes  as 
are  relieved,  and  altered  in  character—    curable  as  it  would  be  if  situated  in 
for  the  cavern  either  secretes  nothing,    any  part  of  little  importance  in  the 
or  mucus  in  very  diminished  quantities,    economy. 
In  like  manner  also  the  constitutional  [To  be  continued.] 

symptoms:  the  pulse  falls  to  its  healthy       .^ ^ 

standard ;  the  hectic  disappears,  and  as  PFPORn  op  pa^jps 

the  patient  recovers  from  the  immediate  RECORD  OF  CASES, 

effects  of  the  operation  (unless  any  By  Thomas  Mato,  M.D.  F.R,S. 

accidental    circumstances    keep     him      Physician  to  the  infirmary  of  St.  Marylebone. 
back),  he  gains  flesh,  appetite,  and  [Continued  from  p.  854.] 

strength,  with  a  due  performance  of  the         >.«.   ^x    r     j     ,,  j-    i  ^     ^a  i 
fanctfoni,  and  with   the  feelings   of         ^^  '^'  ^^'^  ^**^'  ^«*"^-^- 

health.  

The  manner  in  which  this  healthy  Julia  Hvnteb,  aged  39,  was  admitted 
action  is  indaced  in  the  cavern  by  into  the  Infirmary  April  15th,  1844^ 
making  an  opening  into  it  through  the  having  had  a  cough  for  two  weeks,  and 
wall  of  the  chest,  may  probably  be  ex-  occasional  haemoptysis  in  that  time, 
plained  on  the  same  principle  that  She  had  been  confined  eleven  months 
accounts  for  the  cure  of  some  forms  of  before,  and  had  suckled  her  infant  up 
laryngeal  disease  acute  or  chronic.  As  to  the  last  two  months.  She  was  fair, 
longasthe  larynx  performs  its  functions  of  average  stoutness,  and  apparent 
in  respiration  it  forms  a  highly  im-  strength.  The  pulse  was  small;  the 
portant  part  in  the  economy,  and  is  skin  cool;  the  dyspnoea  considerable, 
more  or  less  constantly  disturbed  by  Mucous  crepitation  was  extensively 
the  ingress  and  egress  of  air.  If  under  diffused  through  the  lungs,  (the  ex- 
these  circumstances  disease  be  set  up  in  pansion  of  the  ribs  was  on  both  sides 
the  organ,  there  is  that  amount  of  irri-    defective),  in  spite  of  which  much  ve- 
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aicular  breathing   was   audible ;    no  some  sensations  as  of  approaching  ea> 

marked  dnlness;  the  sputa  mucous,  tamenia. 

not   frothy,    containing    occasionally  UcHs.  Jtj.  ;  Sp.  AmmoaiK  C.  Sj.  pro 

dark  lumps  of  blood.    Such  was  the  injectioDe  ntend. 

character  of  the  pulmonary  symptoms  22d.-Head  better ;  no  increase  of 

throughout  this  illness.     It  appe«ired  the  above  sensations  of  approaching 

that  she  had  not  menstruated  since  catamenia.    Let  the  injecl&n  be  di£ 

ner  confinement.     The  bowels  were  continued 

2«ly  kept  open.    She  wu  ordered  the  June  Isl-I  note  that  the  breathing 

IS^.TT  «i    u  •/ nil?  -i*?*:"^*^"  on  the  two  sides  is  now  nearly  equ^ 

^^^^I^  Hyd.  Chlond.  Antimon.  both  ciepitoiis  in  parts,  butfewcnlar 

*i  P^  i®!"^  ^""T  ""^  "^  ""PP**  penetration  in  bothMncreased.    Urine 

f^-l'SJf^iP"?^        •      ^^.    A  not  deficient  t  legs  and  thighs  becom- 

Anraapth—Sfiooting  pain  of  head,  iag  oMlematous. 

and neaviness,  which,  she  says,  have  %      .   „_.    _, ,   ..         „.     «  .„ 

existed  some  ^me,  are  increasuigi  the  **™*  "3^:  ^*-  P'  *«•'  *»"" 

br«jtWng  is  better  O^Sj.  W".  ol!SL-p««:ript. 

"^^r^SS'.t^"'^*^-  6th.-Mouth  affected. 

<%«•■      rr«.             .        t     .     -1  »  Snmat  pU.  ScilaeC.  bis.    Omiwo  Hydr* 

23a. — This  znoTnmg  she  had  become  Chlond. 

suddenly   inseDsible:    she    was    very  it.t,      rp^-«««  :«*«—;« ^   ;i«.^»««. 

purple,  knd  foamed  at  the  mouth ;  this  H  th.- CEdema  mcreasmg  5  dyspnoea 

*1  ' *^   '-  .          ./.!•*.      *"*  »"v«»-" I  *"  »  njj^  nam  diminishine. 

She  was  cupped  ad  SviiJ.,  since  which  K«r«*K;»r«   ^kj^T^To  «^^^^ 

I  found,  on  tKe  24th,  that  no  paroxysm  ^^/Ivl^S^^^^^^^^ 

had  recurred.     She  was  therbreith-  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ing  easily,  and  consciousness  had  re-  ™"'50'P"r"»«"^-                         ^ 

turned*  Cnciirb.  omenta  naduB  ad  |vuj.    Hjd. 

Hlrud.  li.  Yertici  rsso,  et  post  hired.  ,^^?*°"'*- ^:  ^'^''i               ^     ^  . 

Emp.  Lytta.  l^th.  —  Delinum   has   ceased,   but 

27th. -Consciousness  had  entirely  sharp  pain  in  the  temples  is  complained 

returned  5   some  pain  and  weight  of  ^  „        ...   ^       ^    .,  ^   ,    .,     #  *u 

head  still  complained  of,  chiefly  In  the  ^~?  t^"  J-^^  ^«  ^^^^  2f 

forehead.  Tongue  moist ;  bowels  open  5  P*^j«"*»  "^^'f^  occurred  September  3d, 

countenance  comnoRPd.                  ^  under  symptoms  of  extensive  sphacc- 


scapula    on  this  side  she  was  Isnerally  ]^^  ^^f  ^^."»«  '*>«"«  «turnedwith 

unable  to  lie,  and  on  this  side  also  thi  ^^^^^^^   ^^   comparative   ease;    the 

crepitus  above  mentioned  was  most  head  symptoms  less  severe  than  at  firsi . 

marked.     For  pain  and  dyspncea  re-  The  failing  powers  of  the  patient  made 

ferred  thither,  she  was  cupped  on  the  the  abstraction  of  blood  now  haxardoua, 

29th  ad  Sviij.  ^°^  ^^^  found  considerable  relief  of 

30th.-She  expressed  herself  relieved  d^Bpnosa  from  enemata  containing  Sp. 

principally  in  the  head ;  but  then,  and  Terebmthm.  given underexacerbaUons. 

frequently  afterwards,  complained  of  ^«  a  remedy  which,  dnnne  the  last 

excessive   hunger.      The   pulse   was  month  of  her  life,  contributed  much  to 

small;  more  vesicularity  on  the  left  the  patient's  comfort,  I  may  menuon  the 

side  than  before.     She  went  on  with  fo"owing  :— 

little  change  to  May  16th.    The  pow-  9>  Mittnrfs  Tngacanth.  Jim.  ;  Potasus 

ders of  Calomel  and  Polv.Antim. con-  Acctat.  5M. ;   Vin.    Colchid,    nix.; 

tinued  as  above,  and  the  bowels  kept  ''^«  Cardsmom.  C.  5j.    8vis  horis 

Sently  open.    On  that  day  she  became  sampt. 

elirious,  and  was  cupped  ad  ^x.  tern-  Autopty. — Brain  normal,  except  a 

poribus.  small  portion  of  a  rusty  colour,  but  not 

May  18th.— Pulse  still  sharp  and  softened,  in  the  right  corpus  striatum, 

oppressed.    Hirud.  x.  dorso.  Both  lun^  adherent  to  pleura ;  the 

1 9th. —  Relieved  by  leeches;    had  left  lung  universally;  both  extensively 
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miffouieSf  of  a  dark  red  eoloan  9ome  untfl  the  beginning  of  Febniary,  1844; 

small  portions  in  a  state  of  red  hepati-  when  it  was  seized  with  a  yiolent  con- 

zation.    Heart  everywhere  adherent  to  vulsive  fit,  which  continued  a  consider- 

pericardiam ;  the  walls  of  the  left  ven-  able   time.     Similar  fits,    of  shorter 

tricle  hypertrophied  (conoentrically) ;  duration,  recurred  again  during  the  rest 

▼alves  normal,  except  in  some  small  of  its  life,  several  times  daily,  with  in- 

▼esetations  near  the  edge  of  the  mitral,  tenrals   of  apparently  natural  sleep. 

The  kidneys  were  atrophied  and  gra-  They  seldom  came  on  during  the  night. 

nnlar.    Other  organs  healthy.  No  determination  to  the  head,  or  ple- 
thoric condition  of  the  system,  existed ; 

To  mj  notes  on  the  above  case  I  the  child  sucked  well,  grew,  and  in 
must  add,  that  the  orthopnoea  therein  fact  seemed  quite  well,  with  the  ex- 
mentioned  towards  its  conclusion,  ex-  ception  of  these  attacks,  and  a  rather 
isted  daring  the  whole  of  it,  though  olistinate  constipation.  No  means  that 
increased  near  its  close ;  and  that  oy  I  tried  seemed  to  have  anv  effect  in 
subsequent  inquiries  from  the  patient's  reducing  the  number  of  the  fits,  al- 
husband,  I  learned  that  she  was  not  though  the  movements  of  the  limbs 
known  to  have  ever  had  any  rheumatic  were  sometimes  less  violent  at  times ; 
attack ;  but  that  for  four  years  she  had  and  other  advisers,  whom  the  mother 
been  an  ailing  woman,  with  what  was  afterwards  sought,  were  as  unsuc- 
called  asthma.    This  would  lead  us  to  cessful. 

suppose  that  the  pericardial  inflamma-  I  saw  the  child  again  in  July,  when 

tion,  as  also  that  of  the  other  serous  it  was  plump,  and  as  well  grown  as  it 

membrane,  neither  of  them  recent  in  should  be  for  its  age,  except  that  its 

character,  was  connected  with  the  gra-  chest  was  very  narrow.     It  continued 

nular  degeneration  of  the  kidney.    It  to  ^  suck  well.    The  mother  states  it 

would  appear  that,  in  spite  of  this  neither  does,  or  ever  has  taken  anv 

state,  she  became  pregnant,  was  con-  notice  whatever,  even  when  tried*  witb 

fined,  and  nursed  her  infant  for  nine  the  other  children.     She  doubts  if  it 

months ;   and  finally  sunk   from  the  sees,  as  a  brilliant  light  produces  no 

effects  of  a  catarrhal  affection,  which,  dazzling  effect  upon  it.    No  teeth  have 

in  the  embarrassed  state  of  her  drcu-  appeared.     The  convulsions  continue 

lation,  she  was  unable  to  shake  off,  as  oefore,  sometimes  with  less,  some- 

The  whole  ease  affords  at  least  an  inte-  times  with  greater  frequency ;  the  child 

resting  iUustmtion  of  the  capacity  for  sleeping  tranquillv  in  the  interim. 

living  often  exhibited  under    severe  Tne  child  ditd  Nov.  16th.    For  a 

structural  disease.  month  or  two  previously,  the  attacks 

I  have  no  record  of  the  phenomena  the  of  convulsions  had  diminished  in  num- 

heart  itself  during  the  progress  of  this  ber  greatly,  and  for  the  last  fortnight 

ease.  had  disappeared,  being  replaced,  how- 

The  statement  of  the  appearances  on  ever,  first,  by  a  c^n^tant  restlessness, 

dissection  was  furnished  me   by  Dr.  and  afterwards  by  a  comatose  state. 

Boyd.  During  the  ia^t  few  weeks  it  had  be- 

[To  be  continued.]  come  much  emaciated,  and  the  left 

eye  projected    considerably  from  its 
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BRAIN.  death,    the  child,    even'  when  quite 

—  awake,  and  apparently  perfectly  easy 

2b  th€  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gazette,  «?d  w*-*"'  manifested  ao  sign  whatever 

of  recognizing  (lersons  or  objects. 

SiRf  I   examined  the   head  twenty-four 

I  SHALL  feel  obliged  by  the  insertion  of  hours  after  death,  assisted  by  Mr.  J. 

a  few  notes  of  a  case  that  recentlv  Griffith,  of  University  College.    Upon 

came    under  my  notice,    and    which  removing  the  skull-cap,  the  vessels  were 

seems  to  me  to  have  some  bearing  upon  observed   considerably  engorged,  and 

tl^e  subject  of  Mr.  Solly's  communica-  upon  the  division  of  the  membranes  a 

tion,  at  page  245  of  the  present  volume  considerable  ouantity  of  fluid  escaped. 

of  the  Gazbttb.  The  source  of  this  was  not  at  first  ob- 

Mrs.  W.'s  infant  was  bom  Nov.  20,  vious)   but  as  the   incision  into  the 

1843,  and  seemed  to  thrive  very  well  dura  mater  was  made  neiur  the  point 
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vhere  the  two  hemispheres  come  into  occarring  ever^  two  or  three  weeks  i 

contact,  I  doubt  not  it  followed  their  and  a  .very  irritating  disc^ige,  of  & 

separation.    In  fact,  upon  stretching  brown  or  yellowish  oolour,  took  place 

them  asunder,  we  looked  at  once  into  in  the  intervals, 

the  cavities  of  the  ventricles,  the  cor-  "  The  irregiilar  uterine  dischac^ 

pus  callosum,   septum  lucidum,    and  continued,    occasionally    mixed    with 

fornix,  being  absent,  with  the  exception  clotted  blood,  and  she  sufiered  frosn 

of  two  narrow  slips  of  the  first  named  many  distressing  nervous  Symptoms, 

portion,  a  few  lines  in  breadth,  stretch-  evidentlyaiising  from  uterine  iiritation; 

ing  between  the  anterior  portions  of  '  inability  to  stand  or  walk,  aching  and 

each  hemisphere.    Just  anterior  to  the  weariness  of  the  back,  extending  down 

corpora  quadrigemina,  lying  in  a  small  the  legs  to  the  heels ;' '  tenderness  and 

cavity  large  enough  to  contain  the  tip  pain,  on  pressure,  in  the  left  groiB, 

of  the  little  finger,  was  an  hydatid,  extending  by  the  hip  to  the  back.    The 

about  the  size  of  a  small  hazel-nut,  spirits  became  much  depressed,  and  the 

havine  much  smaller  ones  adhering  to  power  of  enjoyment  was  gone«'     At 

it,  and  filled  with  a  gelatinous  fluid,  thesame  time, '  a  tii«iN6ranmM  mAstenes , 

The   optic   nerves   were   remarkably  like  the  end  of  a  little  finger,'  was  di»* 

small  throughout  their  whole  course,  covered  projecting  from  the  os  uteri." 

and  the  tubercula  quadrigemina  were  It  would  appear  from  the  extract  of 

much  smaller  than  ordinair.    A«mall  a  letter  dated  Lucerne,  July  6,  1839» 

quantihr  of  fluid  only  was  found  in  the  that  retroversion  of   the  uterus  bad 

ventricles.  The  cerebral  substance  was  taken  place  about  that  period*    At  the 

not  injected,  but  most  remarkably  firm  end  of  the  same  month  Miss  H.  M. 

upon  incision ;  while   the  medulla  ob-  arrived  in  Newcastle,  and  placed  herself 

lonmta  and  superior   portion  of  the  under  Mr.  Greenhow's  care,  labouring 

medulla  spinalis  cut  just  like  a  piece  under  symptoms    referrible   to   some 

of  cartilage. — I  am,  sir,  erganie  or  functional  derangement  of 


Your  obedient  servant,  the  uterus.   On  examination  mat  organ 

John  Chatto.  *'  was  found   lar^,   retroverted,   and 

^^Sa^^MiITiSi'^  ^xed  low  down  m  the  vagina,  the  os 

»» 18*4. j^jj^  cervix  uteri  occupying  the  anterior 

=                                     ~~  part  of  the  cavity,  and  the  'body  and 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  inpdus  of  the  organ  passing  horiaon- 

I-....  tally  backwards,   till  the  latter  ap- 

*<L'iateiirie  tve  i  mUonger  c«  qne  le  leetenrse  preached  the  sacrum.     The  enlarged 

toe  k  abr^;cr."-D>Ai.KMBEET.  uterus  thus  occupying  the  antero-pot- 

>«  ..    >  n            ^    .     ^         ^  .*.  terior  diameter  of  the  pelvis,  pressed. 

Medical  Report  of  the  Case  of  Mu$  respectively,  against  the  urethra  and 

^ ^ •   ,By  T.  M.  Grbbn-  neck  of  the  bladder  and  the  lower  part 

HOW,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  of  the  rectum ;  and  the  embarrassment 
Surseonsof England;  SeniorSurgeon  occasioned  by  this  pressure  produced 
to  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Infir-  cocresponding  symptoms,  which  were 
mary,  and  Eye  Infirmary.    8vo.  often  the  occasion  of  rreat  uneasiness 
Lord  Btron  says  "  time  at  last  sets  and  inconvenience.     While  the  fundus 
all  things  even."    The  adase  seems  to  uteri  extended  backwards  towards  the 
hold  good  with  respect  to  tne  human  sacrum,  the  cervix  was  bent  downwards 
uterus,  judging  from  Mr.  Greenhow's  behind  the  pubes,  nearly  at  a  right 
very  clear  and  rational  statement  of  angle,  and  hanging  from  the  lip  was 
the  case  of  Miss  H M ,  pub-  a  small  polypus,  which  was  soon  re- 
lished with  the  entire  concurrence  of  moved ;  but  without  any  alleviation  of 
the  patient  symptoms." 

"  in  a  letter  from  Venice,  dated  June  Ere  long  the  patient  began  to  suflfer 

14,  1839,  Miss  H.  M.,  eet.  37,  first  from  oppressive  sickness,    frequently 

communicated  to  me  her  early  feelings  amounting  to  retching,  together  with 

of  indisposition.   During  the  preceding  much  difficulty  in  micturiiion  and  in 

year  she  had  been  sensible  of  a  *  great  emptying  the  bowels,  occasioned  by  the 

failure  of  nerve  and  spirits,  and  of  pressure  of  the  uterine  tumours,  as  also 

sti-ength.'    Frequently  she  experienced  from  distressing  pains  down  the  lower 

8h?irp    pain    in    the    uterine   region,  extremities,  frequently   extending   to 

The  catamenia  became  more  frequent,  the  heels.    ''The  abdomen  became  con- 
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sidtmbly  difitend^d  durinfi^  the  progress  mental  eneivy  showed  itself,  as  may 

of  these  symptoms ;  but  inis  arose  more  be  inferred  m>m  the  following  extract 

from  a  general  distension  and  fulness  from   a   note   written  in  September, 

of  the  bowetSf  from  flatus  and  other  1843: — "I  suppose  I  owe  my  much 

contents,  than  the  enlargement  of  the  improved  comfort  mainly  to  them  (the 

ilterus,  which  could  never  be  felt  rising  pills  of  iodide  of  iron) ;  indeed  it  is  very 

above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis :  though  great.    The  pulling  and  sinkings— the 

its  increiftedstse,  doubtless,  by  pushing  mechanical  troubles  as  one  may  call 

the  abdominal  viscera  upwatds,  tended  them — of  course  continue,  but  the  aU 

in  some  measure  to  produce  a  geneml  most  total  absence  of  sickness,  and  the 

enilirgemeni  of  the  figure«  striking  lessening  of  the  '  distress,'  are 

**  it    not    unA-equently   happened,  such  a  comfort  to  me  V 

althouffh,  by  the  use  of  gentle  aperients  On  the  ^  of  April,  1644,  Mr.  Green- 

or  em<Mliedt  injesdons,  a  pretty  regular  how  was  first  enabled  to  detect  a  slight 

aetion  of  the  iMWels  was  secured,  that  change  in  the  condition  of  the  uterus, 

a  gradual  accumulation  of  their  contents  The  attachment  of  the  fundus  was  less 

took  place,  giving  rise  to   increased  fixed,  and  it  could  be  slightly  raised 

distress;  which  required  the  use  of  more  from  its  position.    A  membranous  pe- 

aeiive  purgatives  for  its  relief/'  •  •  •  dicle,  which  protruded  from  the  inte- 

**  The  constant  and  distressing  aching  rior  of  the  uterus,  but  unattached  to  the 

in  the  back  rendered  it  painful  to  rest  neck,  previously  discovered,  could  still 

upon  the  sacrum  in  reclining  upon  the  be  felt,  and  the  general  position  of  the 

8o£s  {  and  some  relief  was  obtained  by  ox^n  remained  as  before, 

resting  ii|  a  prone  position.     A  couch,  **  In  the  beginning  of  June,  Miss  M. 

contrived  for  this  purpose,  was  found  a  suffered  much  from  an  attack  of  indi- 

source  of  much  comfort  to  the  patient."  eestion,  with   disordered  and   loaded 

In  September,  1841,  Sir  Charles  M.  bowels.     The  symptoms  proper  to  the 

Clark,  aftera  very  careful  in vesti^tion  organic  affection,  especially  the  dis- 

of  the  case,  gaee  the  following  opinion  tressing  pain  in  the  back,  were  for  a 

— -'*It  was  my  intention,  to  say  that  I  time  increased;  and  while  proper  means 

perfectly  agreed  with  you  as  to  the  were  resorted  to  for  the  correction  of 

nature  of  the  complaint,  that  the  disease  visceral  derangement,  a  plaster  with 

was  an  enlargement  of  the  body  of  the  belladonna  was  applied  to  the  sacral 

nterus;   that  the  neck  of  that  organ  region,  from  which  but  slight  relief  was 

was  perfertly  healthy ;  that  although  obtained.    The  unwonted  symptoms  of 

the  majority  of  these  cases  of  enlarge-  indisposition  had  subsided,  when,  on 

ment  of  the  body  of  the  uterus  did  not  June  22d,  the  mesmeric  treatment  was 

yield   to  external  applications   or  to  commenced,  of  which  a  full  account 

internal  remedies,  that,  nevertheless,  has  been  published  in  the  Atheneeum 

the  disorder  produced  mechanical  sy  mp-  by  Miss  M.    From  this  time  she  ceased 

toms  only,  and  did  not  ieud  to  any  fatal  to  be  properly  under  my  care,  though 

rendt,  to  which  termination  disease  of  her  accustomed  remedies  were  not  yet 

the  neck  of  the  uterus  did  lead.  laid  aside.     1  shall  therefore  pass  over 

'"Farther,  I  mentioned  that  in  an  the  interval  till  September  4th,  on 
instance  or  two  I  had  known  such  which  day  I  carefully  repeated  my  ex- 
complaints  as  Miss  M.'s  subside,  and  amination,  and  found,  as  on  Apnl  2d, 
that  I  would  suggest  the  employment  that  the  posterior  connections  of  the 
of  certain  means  for  this  desirable  uterus  were  less  fixed  than  formerly, 
purpose."'  The  retroversion  continues,   but   the 

The  means  proposed  by  Sir  CM.  Clark  fundus,  which  rests  against  the  rectum 

was  the  continued  external  use  of  iodine  and  sacrum,  feels  looser,  and  admits  of 

ointment,  to  this  the  patient  objected  :  being  raised  to  some  extent  with  the 

but  was  prevailed  upon  to  take  iodide  finger  in  vaginam. 

of  iron,  in  the  use  of  which  she  perse-  **  The  uterus  feels  altogether  less  firm, 

vered,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  short  and  more  yielding  in  its  substance, 

intervals,  until  July  or  August,  1844  and  the  os  uteri  is  to  a  certain  extent 

By  this  medicine  the  distressing  sickness  dilatable,  yielding  to  the  fineer  in  a 

was  greatly   mitigated,    the   appetite  slight    degree  more    than    rormerly. 

improved,  some  morbid  feelings  were  Within,  and  sliehtly  projecting  from 

alleviated,  and  an  increased  tone  of  the  os  uteri,  can  be  felt  two  substances, 

general  bodily  health  as  well   as  of  which  convey  to  the  finger  a  sensation 
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as  if  two  lambrici,  of  moderate  Buse,  confinement ;  that  some  day,  probablj 

hang  through  the  month  of  the  uterus,  before  long,  would  arrive  when  Miss  M. 

These  meinoranous  projecting  bodies  should  take  up  her  bed  and  walk* 
are  said,  on  pressure,  occasionally  to       As  regards  the  pathology  of  the  case, 

exude  a  reddish  discharge.   In  addition  the  ezperienctd  practitioner  will  oon- 

to  the  knowledge  obtained   by   this  clade  '*  that  the  condition  of  the  uterus 

examination.  Miss  M.  supplied  me  with  in  December  is  but  the  natural  sequel 

the  following  reports  of  nerself,  at  this  of  progressive  improvement  begun  in» 

and  several  succeeding  visits  which  T  or  antecedent  to,  the  month  of  April ; 

made  her,  previous  to  the  next  and  and  as  regards  the  relief  fW)m  the  dis- 

final  examination  into    tho  patholo-  tressin^  nervous  symptoms  connected 

gical  condition  of  the  uterus,  on  De-  therewith,  that  the  time  had  arrived 

cember  6th.     On  this  dav  (September  when  a  new  and  powerful  stimulus 

4th),  she  informed  me  that  the  cata-  only  was  required,  to  enable  the  en- 

menia,  which  for  many  years  had  taken  thusiastic  mind  of  my  patient  to  shake 

place  at  shorter  intervals  than  natural,  them  off. 

every  two  or  three  weeks)  have  resumed  *'  Afler  bestowing  my  best  considera- 
their  natural  course.  That  the  breasts  tibn  on  the  subject,  this  is  the  eon- 
have  increased  in  bulk.  The  pills  of  elusion  which  most  strongly  forces 
Iodide  of  Iron,  all  aperients,  have  been  itself  upon  my  own  mind." 
discontinued,  the  bowels  having  lately  _ 
acted  with  ease  and  regularity.  The  Cahanism,  applied  to  the  Treatment  of 
use  of  opiates  has  been  peatiy  di-  ^^^^^^  MimorrKaae.  By  Thomas 
minished  by  Enema,  and  internally  r^^pord,  M.D.  Feilow  of  the  Royal 
a  together  omitted.     The  sickness  and        College  of  Physicians  of  Edinburgh, 

and  neikof  the  bladder  are  no  longer       ^  to^hetrniS'^^^^^^^ 
ra?e^S^?d'^'.St^^^^^^^  Lying-in  Hospital,  &C.&C.    1844. 
tability  j  and  the  nervous  system  has  Bb.  Badpord»  of  Manchester,  has  in- 
acquired  a  ffreatly  improved  tone."  geniously  applied   galvanism    to   ob- 

Progressive  amelioration  took  place,  stetric  practice.  Bein£[  called  in  con- 
Upon  the  6th  of  December  another  ex-  sultation  to  a  case  of  fnghtful  internal 
amination  was  made.  "The  fundus  heemorrhage  during  labour,  attended 
uteri  is  more  disengaged  than  at  the  with  extreme  exhaustion,  and  where 
last  examination,  and  admits  of  being  the  os  uteii  was  so  rigid  that  the  advo- 
raised  somewhat  hieher.  It  is  certainly  cates  for  delivery  could  not  have  acted 
Us*  fixedy  and  in  this  respect  has  im-  without  lacerating  the  os  and  cervix 
proved  at  each  time  of  examination  uteri,  the  author  ascertained  that  gal- 
since  April  2d,  when  the  first  d^ee  of  vanism  produces  an  effective  and  power- 
improvement  was  observed.  Tiie  re-  ful  contraction  of  the  uterus ;  and  not 
troversion  continues,  the  fundus  still  only  so  as  regards  its  tonic  contraction, 
extending  towards  the  sacrum,  while  but  that  it  hais  also  the  power  of  ener- 
the  OS  uteri  approaches  the  pubes—  getically  exerting  alternate  contraction 
the  oigan  remains  laige  and  firm,  and  when  applied  at  intervals, 
is  yet  turned  back  nearly  at  a  right  "  The  alternate  contraction  excited 
angle  from  the  cervix  uteri.  The  two  by  this  agent  is  analogous  to,  and  as 
membranous  pedick«  remain  hanging  powerful  as,  that  which  is  observed  in 
out  of  the  OS  uteri,  as  at  the  last  ex-  normal  labour,  and  the  tonic  contraction 
amination."  is  greater.     I  shall  not  relate  cases  in 

The  health  is  represented  as  quite  detail,  because  it  would  occupy  too 
good,  and  the  catamenia  as  regular,  much  time ;  but  I  may  state  that  I  ap- 
tne  nervous  pains  and  irritation  having  plied  gavanism  in  a  case  where  the 
all  subsided.  Knowing  well  that  no  membranes  were  unruptured,  and  the 
symptoms  of  malignant  disease  of  the  membranes  in  a  state  of  great  inertia, 
affected  or|;an  existed,  Mr.  Greenhow  and  alternate  contraction  was  immedi* 
always  believed  that  a  time  would  ar-  ately  produced.  Before  this  the  mem- 
rive  when  his  patient  would  be  relieved  branes  were  very  flaccid ;  but  as  soon 
of  most  of  her  distressing  symptoms,  as  the  galvanic  circle  was  completed, 
and  released  from  her  long  continued  they  became  extremely  tense,  and  pro- 
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traded  low  down  into  the  viigina ;  and  ordinary  method,  it  is  quite  obvious 

this  state  of  tension  did  not  subside  that  as  the  connection   between  the 

when  the  alternate  contraction  ceased,  membranes  and  placenta  is  broken,  the 

as  is  observed  in  some  degree  in  normal  latter  is  liable  to  fall  down  more  or  less 

labour ;  for  although  the  galvanic  con-  into  the  vagina.     Having  thus  drawn 

ductors  were  removed,  so  great  a  degree  off  the  liquor  amnii,  the  next  step  will 

of  tonic  contraction  of  the  uterus  nad  be  to  introduce  the  hand  into  the  va- 

been  induced  that  this  membranous  bag  gina,  then  to  pass  the  fingers  to  the 

could  not  collapse.  *  edge  of  the  placenta,  and  carrj^ing  them 

"  I  am  thus  satisfied  that  by  the  ap-  on  between  it  and  the  os  uten,  to  sweep 
plication  of  this  means  we  can  induce  the  hand  round  its  whole  circumference, 
such  a  state  of  tonic  contraction  in  the  so  as  completely  to  detach  the  placental 
uterus,  that,  in  these  extreme  cases  of  mass,  care  beiuff  taken  to  avoid  rup- 
exhaustion  from  heemorrhage,  the  turing  the  membranes."  He  now  re* 
woman  may  be  placed  in  such  a  state  sorts  to  galvanism,  in  order  to  secure 
of  safety,  that  delivery  may  be  post-  uterine  contraction,  and  the  subsequent 
poned  until  a  time  arrives  when  it  can  management  of  the  case  must  be  con- 
be  safely  accomplished,  and  in  the  mean-  ducted  on  ordinary  principles,  such  as 
time  we  can  nave  recourse  to  those  suppjorting  the  woman  by  stimulants, 
measures  which  tend  to  raise  the  vital  nutritious  articles  of  diet,  and  trans- 
powers."  fusion. 

As  the  evacuation  of  the  uterus  in  Although  Dr.  Radford  has  confined 
cases  of  placental  presentation,  whether  his  remarks  to  the  treatment  of  those 
that  evacuation  ue  partial  or  entire,  cases  of  heemorrhage  which  are  attended 
always  proves  an  additional  source  of  with  exhaustion  before  delivery,  he 
exhaustion,  Dr.  Radford  considers  that  believes  that  there  are  others  to  which 
it  would  bean  important  point  of  prac-  ealvanism  is  equally  applicable;  aa 
lice  to  draw  off  the  liquor  amnii  gradu-  for  instance  those  of  accidental  hsemor- 
ii//y  as  the  first  step  in  the  management  rhage  before  delivery,  where  artificial 
of  the  case.  "  For  this  purpose!  have  rupture  of  the  membranes  has  not  sue- 
somewhat  modified  Mr.  Holmes'  instru-  ceeded  in  arresting  the  flux,  and  some 
ment  for  perforating  the  membranes,  of  the  heemorrhages  of  the  early  months 
making  the  canula  much  larger,  and  of  pregnancy ;  wherever,  in  fact,  atony 
having  an  oval  aperture  placed  on  each  of  the  uterus  is  the  principal  feature  of 
side  near  its  open  extremity.     The  en-  the  accident, 

dreinstrument  consists  of  a  canula  and  The  apparatus  employed  by  the 
trocar,  which  latter  always  lies  con-  author  "  consists  of  a  battery  in  a  small 
cealed  within  the  canula,  by  means  of  jar,  and  a  helix  with  conductors.  For 
a  spiral  spring,  except  when  pushed  the  sake  of  convenience,  the  latter  are 
out  by  pressure  on  its  button-like  ex-  connected  with  the  helix  by  means  of 
tremity.  This  trocar  can  be  entirely  long  wires,  covered  with  an  isolating 
withdrawn  fVom  the  canula  $  so  as  to  material.  The  strength  of  the  shock 
leave  the  latter  free  for  the  passage  of  is  regulated  by  a  small  contrivance 
fluid.  Now  I  propose  to  pass  this  situated  on  the  stand  of  the  helix,  hj 
instrument  through  the  placenta  into  means  of  which  it  can  be  either  di- 
the  amniotic  bag,  and  then  remove  the  minished  or  increased.  One  of  the 
trocar,  so  that  the  liquor  amnii  may  conductors,  which  is  applied  externally, 
escape :  a  plan  which  I  prefer  to  rup-  has  a  hollow  wooden  handle,  through 
turing  the  membranes  at  the  side  of  the  which  passes  the  wire  before  alluded 
placenta,  because  the  water  in  the  latter  to,  in  order  to  join  a  brass  stem  termi- 
case  would  flow  too  rapidly,  on  account  nating  at  i£s  extremity  in  a  ball.  The 
of  the  practitioner  not  bleinff  able  to  other  conductor,  whicn  is  contrived  by 
limit  the  size  of  the  opening  lie  miffht  himself,  consists  of  a  strons  brass  stem,, 
make ;  and  also  because  by  the  plan  seven  inches  long,  curved  to  suit  the 
now  recommended,  the  integrity  of  the  vagina,  and  covered  with  a  non-con- 
membranes,  being  preservra,  the  pla-  ducting  material,  having  a  small  screw 
centa  is  thereby  maintained  in  a  better  at  its  distal  extremity  for  attaching  to 
position  for  acting  as  a  tampon  against  it  a  silvered  ball ;  at  its  other  extremity 
the  open  venous  apertures  when  the  it  is  received  within  an  ebony  handle 
head  comes  to  press  upon  it.  which  is  hollow,  and  through  which 

"In  rupturing  the  membranes  in  the  passes  a  strong  brass  wire,  looped  atthr 
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end,  and  connected  with  the  long  wires  we  entertain  a  directly  opposite  opi- 
before  alluded  to.  This  wire  is  kept  nion.  No  Government,  whether  des- 
disconnected  from  the  brass  stem  by    ^^..  ,  ^.  *  •*  j 

means  of  a  spiral  spring  concealed  P°^'^  ^'  democratic,  can  put  it  dawn 
within  the  ebony  handle.  The  loop  is  ^y  ^^7  8"ca  means.  It  forms  a  sort  of 
covered  with  silk,  and  is  intended  for  fangons  excrescence  npon  the  body 
the  thumb  of  the  operator,  when  he  is  medical,  which,  the  more  it  is  in- 
bringing  the  wire  into  connection  with  tp,^r^^  ^i^i^  ^^^  ^^^^^  .^  ^^ 
ine  stem.  _,,  .     .  ,    .    , 

"  When  the  remedy  is  applied,  the  ^®'°^-  There  is  a  pnnciple  m  hnman 
brass  ball  of  the  vaginal  conauctor  is  to  nature  favourable  to  its  growdi.  The 
be  passed  up  to  the  os  uteri,  and  moved  patient  stricken  with  incurable  disease, 
about  at  intervals  on  to  various  parts  of  i^^  ^  drowning  man,  catches  at  every 
this  organ.    At  the  same  time  the  othei^  .    .  -,  ,     ?  m,.  .      , 

conductor  must  be  applied  to  the  ab-  ^'"ft  ^^^  1«°^  »  '^"1*°«  ear  to  the 
dominal  parietes  over  the  fundus  uteri,  boastful  pretensions  of  any  moiinre- 
Shocks  may  also  be  passed  transversely  bank  who  proffers  relief.  Love  of  life 
through  the  uterus  by  simultaneously  j^  the  one,  and  of  money  in  the  other, 
applying  the  conductor  on  each  side  of    .       o-   «•  u    j  o.    i  .  i 

the  belly.  '^^^  ^^  Richard  Steele,  creates  a  good 

"  The  application  should  be  used  at    correspondence  between  them. 

intervals,  so  as  to  approximate  in  its        By  way  of  illustration,  let  us  consider 

effects  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  natn-    what  was  the  effect  of  imposing  legal 

ral  pains  It  may  be  continued  until  restraints  in  ecclesiastical  matte«,  with 
It  meets  the  exigencies  of  the  case."  w«m,.»  ua <^<.v«croif»uv<u«MaLi.c;iB,  wilu 

We  recommend  aperusal  of  the  above  *"®  ^^^^  ^'  repressing  what  the  ruling 

lecture  to  all  practitioners  engaged  in  party  looked  upon  as  irregular  practice 

midwifery.  there  P    Did  not  the  rigorous  methods 

=  taken  to  destroy  obnoxious  separatists. 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.      .'J.'t^TS:  'Z  lY^ 

Friday,  January  10, 1846.  serve  only  to  extend  and  strengthen 
their  cause  ?    Again,  about  the  middle 

« licet  omnibui,  licet  etlAmmihi,  dignitftkem     ^r  the  aame   centiirv     werpt    nnt   ih« 

jrM«iredi«etoeri;potetUiiDodoveoiendi  in  ^^  ;"*  •*"®  ceniury,  were  not  tne 
publicum  lit,  diceodl  periculum  non  recuM."        quaken  oppressed  with  fines,  imprison^- 

^^^^  CioBso.    QQent,  and  spoiling  of  goods ;  and  yet. 

undismayed   by  these  severities,  did 
HOW  IS  QUACKERY  TO  BE  they  not  rapidly  increase  and  spread 

REMEDIED?  themselves  over  the  kingdom?    Now 

The  prevailing  cry  at  present  is,  Down  we  are  convinced,  although  the  ana« 
with  quackery.  A  large  number  of  logy  is  somewhat  strained,  that  the 
medicid  men  throughout  the  country  very  same  thing  will  hold  good  with 
are  loudly  calling  out,  like  the  silver-  respect  to  empiricism  in  the  healing 
smiths  of  Ephesus,  "  this  our  craft  Is  art.  In  proportion  as  attention  id 
in  danger,"  unless  Government  step  in  called  to  it  by  persecution,  so  will  it 
and  prevent   all  unqualified  persons    flourish. 

from  practising  physic  or  snrgeiy.  What  really  can  the  state  achieve 
They  seem  impressed  with  a  belief  that  in  such  cases  by  legal  coercion,  when 
no  act  of  the  Legislature  will  meliorate  chartered  bodies  like  the  College  of 
the  condition  of  the  profession,  except  Physicians  and  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
this  end  be  attained ;  and  that  it  can  caries,  invested  with  ample  powers  for 
only  be  attained  by  penal  measures  of  the  protection  of  their  vitai  interests, 
the  most  stringent  description.  Now,  have  signally  &iled  in  turning  them  to 
aa  far  as  overt  quackery  is  concerned,    good  account.    Indeed,  as  we  are  told 
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in  an   elaborate  article   on   Medical  state  of  society  how  this  desirable  ob- 

Reform,  in  the  last  nnmber  of  the  Edin-  ject  could  be  well  accomplished, 

burgh  Review,  ''the  experience  of  the  One  thing,  however,  is  certain,  namely, 

London  College  of  Physicians  tends  to  that  some  means  must  be  put  in  force 

establish  three  principles  in  medical  for  restraining  the  chemist  and  druggist 

legislation :  first,  that  quackery  is  not  firom  officiating  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 

to  be  put  down  by  direct  penal  e^act-  ease,  and  in  reference  to  this  we  wonld 

ments;  secondly,  that  the  power  of  in-  crave   an    extension    of    the    above 

flicting  direct  penalties  for  irregular  clause.     We  believe  that  among  the 

practice  is  apt  to  be  perverted  and  underlings  of  that  body  there  is  many 

applied  against  nominal  or  technical  "  a  boastful  pretender  to  medical  skill 

irregularity   merely,   instead  of  real  which  he  does  not  possess,"  ready  upon 

ignorance ;  and  thirdly,  that  uncon-  all  occasions  to  volunteer  his  services, 

trolled  powers  cannot  be  safely  en-  whereby  '*  every  now  and  then    the 

trusted  even  to  the  most  enlightened  patient  may  lose  his  sight  from  an  ill* 

medical  corporations"  :  p.  243.  treated  ophthalmia,  or  his  life  from  an 

But  it  may  be  asked,  is  there  no  means  inflammation  of  his  lungs  neglected 
of  abating  this  evil,  of  preventing  in  the  beginning*."  Common  justice 
the  illiterate  and  ignorant  from  tres-  demands  that  the  poor  should  not  be 
passing  on  the  domain  of  the  regular  left  at  the  mercy  of  persons  of  this 
professional  man  ?  Assuredly  there  is,  stamp,  or  that  the  qualified  practitioner 
and  it  ought  to  be  aflTorded.  We  are  should  be  tricked  out  of  his  fair  emolu- 
persuaded  that  if  the  restrictive  tlause  ment  by  such  unlawful  courses.  Were  the 
in  the  draft  of  the  bill  now  before  par-  chemist  and  druggist  strictly  confined 
liament  be  somewhat  extended  and  to  the  duties  ofhis  calling,  the  preparing, 
more  distinctly  defined,  it  will  answer  compounding,  and  dispensing  of  physic, 
every  purpose,  and  no  party  will  have  as  we  know  to  be  the  wish  of  the  lead- 
any  right  to  complain.  By  that  clause  ing  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
it  is  enacted  that  whoever  pretends  to  Society,  and  as  is  the  case  in  France 
be  a  registered  practitioner  when  he  is  and  Germany,  the  mischief  would  work 
not  so,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  inis-  its  own  cure.  There  has  been,  and 
demeanour,  and  punished  by  fine  and  always  will  be,  a  certain  amount  of 
imprisonment ;  and  we  understand  it  is  counter-practice,  but  this  is  shunned  as 
farther  intended  that  no  unregistered  much  as  possible  by  all  respectable 
person  shall  be  allowed  to  assume  any  venders  of  drugs,  and  is  not,  we  under- 
one  of  the  names  or  titles  by  which  stand,  upon  the  increase, 
registered  practitioneis  are  distin-  We  need  not  impress  upon  our 
guished.  Now  we  conceive  that  this  professional  brethren  that  in  the  re- 
will  exercise  so  far  a  most  salutary  dress  of  the  above  grievance  a  vast  deal 
influence.  It  will  enable  the  public  to  depends  upon  themselves.  They  must 
discriminate  whom  they  may  entrust  eschew  every  semblance  of  quackery 
with  their  health  and  lives,  and  whom  and  mercenary  dealing.  Let  it  be  no 
they  may  no  trust,  save  at  their  own  longer  imputed  to  them  as  a  scandal 
peril.  that  **  physic  is  ordered  rather  to  make 

An  esteemed  contemporary  has  pro-  a  long  bill  than  a  quick  cure."    Surely 

posed  **  limiting  the  right  of  treating  the  man  who  issues  from  his  arsenal 

diseases  in  private  hoMte$,  as  well  as  in  twelve  gross  of  draughts  in  one  day,  is 

public  institutions,  to  registered  practi-  just  as  reprehensible  as  the  homoeo- 

tionen."    We  do  not  see  in  the  present  *  Omrtvly  B«fiew,  ])eoaiberia44,  p.  ii. 
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pathic  doctor  who  doles  out  his  globules  medics!  opinion  of  what  is  s  trae  oorpns 

g                c  -.:ii,  v^  :»4;»:«».<.;mo1  {»  luteum  and  what  a  false.     These  feelings 

of  sugar  of  milk  by  mfinitessimal  in-  j,^^jjj,iy  crowded  upon  me  as  I  r^Jthe 

stalments.    We  strongly  suspect  that  oontroveray  between  Dr.  Lee  and  Dr.  Pater- 

the  wholesale  system  of  drugging  for-  aon,  and,  under  their  influence,  !•  made  a 

I .«.,«j  :„  i?n»ii>ni«    Vtue  f^n^Ml  "bort  abstract  of  the  whole  matter,  which 

merly  pursued  in  England,  has  tended  ^^^  ^  ^^  necessary,  as  the  principal 

most  materially   to  foster  the  evil  m  f^cta  are  by  no  means  clearly  put  by  the 

question ;   for   many  a  one  who  had  parties  concerned.    I  send  it  to  you  in  the 

little  or  no  faith  in  the  abilities  of  a  J>«P«  ««^  i*  ^T  !PP^\''^  fllf^ w*^"^ 

***^                    ,,..,,  to  deserve  a  place  m  your  next  number, 

quack,  applied  to  him  simply  because  X  Physician. 

he  seemed  willingto  sell  health  at  a  rea-  l/widon,  Jan.  eth,  1845. 

Bonable  profit.  A  poor  woman  was  murdered  by  her  hus- 

band  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  year  1840.  Soon 

'        '~~~                  '  afterwards.  Dr.  Paterson  published  in  the 

ABSTUACTOFTHBMOSTMATIRIAL  FACTS  Edinburgh  Mcdicsl  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Q,  YHi  sir  account  of  the  circumstances,  and  stated 

rowTRnvppQY  RFTWWFN  DR  I  FB  ****'  ^*  ^^  ^'''^'^^  a  true  corpus  luteum,  tiie 

CONTROVERSY  BETWEEN  DR.  LEB,  ^^^j^  of  impregnation,  in  the  ovary,  and  a 

OF  LONDON,  AND  DR.  PATERSON,  deciduous  membrane  in  the  womb. 

OP  LEITH.  Baaed  on  these  facts.  Dr.  Paterson  drew 

^  the  omiclnsion  that  this  poor  woman  was  an 

*  adultress. 

To  the  Editor  qfiho  Medieai  GaMOiie.  d^.  Lee,  commenting  on  Dr.  Patenon's 

Sir,                                                       .  statement,  denied  strongly  the  ikct,  or  the 

Had  the  late  controversy  between  Dr.  Ro-  opinion  that  the  appearance  in  the  ovary 

bert  Lee  and  Dr.  Paterson,  of  Leith,  ioTolved  was  a  true  corpus  luteum,  insisting  that  it 

nothing  more  Important  than  the  honour  of  was  only  an  extravasation  of  blood,  and  that 

the  parties  concerned,  it  might  perhaps  have  membranes    like    the    decidua  were  often 

been  unnecessary  to  trouble  you  and  your  found  in  the  uterus  without  impregnation, 

readers  farther  with  the  subject.     But  to  In  the  month  of  May  last.  Dr.  Lee  re- 

me  it  seems  that  the  reputation  of  our  pro-  ceived  a  letter  from  Dr.  Bowman,  of  Monk- 

fession  with  the  public,  and  the  most  sacred  wearmouth,  requesting  his    opinion  on  an 

interests  of  society,  are  at  stake.  There  are  appearance  in  the  ovary  of  a  female,  whose 

some  over-sealous  members  of  the  medical  case  had  given  rise  to  a  divided  opinion  in 

body,  who  would  make  questions  of  physic  the  country. 

matters  of  certainty,  who  would  lay  down  Dr.  Lee  wrote  to  Dr.  Bowman  a  letter 
laws  of  unerring  and  unexceptionable  appli-  now  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Paterson.  In 
cation.  Such  persons  are  generally  found,  this  letter,  he  believes  he  states  what  was 
as  in  the  present  instance,  to  pin  their  faith  really  the  truth,  that  he  was,  at  the  moment, 
on  some  fact,  circumstance,  or  symptom,  to  deeply  and  anxiously  engaged,  and  unable  to 
which  they  attach  a  particular  meaning,  give  the  time  necessary  for  such  an  exami- 
This  is  all  very  harmless,  when  the  erroneous  nation ;  but  that  he  wonldsend  the  preparation 
opinion  in  question  has  no  more  important  to  Mr.  Wharton  Jones,  who  wouldsubmitit  to 
application  than  the  undue  vogue  of  a  the  microscope,  and  his  opinion  should  de- 
trifling  remedy.  It  may  then  fairly  await  die  termine  the  point.  This  letter  has,  for  rea- 
eorrecting  hand  of  time,  the  failure  of  its  sons  bpst  known  to  Dr.  Patei'son,  been  sup- 
bloated  promises  and  the  progress  of  sci-  pressed — indeed,  its  existence  was  for  a  time 
ence,  which  will  full  surely  set  aside  crude  denied. 

and  trifling   fencies.     But  an  ill-digested  Mr.  Wharton  Jones  pronounced  the  ap- 

hypothesis  assumes  a  very  different  degree  of  pearance  in'  question  to  be  a  real  corpus 

importance,  when  the  honour  of  women,  the  luteum,  and  this  opinion  was  transmitted  by 

cause  of  justice,  and  the  interests  of  man-  Dr.  Lee  to  Dr.  Bowman, 

kind,  hang  upon  its  decision.     It  becomes  Dr.  Paterson,  of  Leith,  then  wrote  to  Dr. 

necessary  then  to  check  the  overweening  con-  Lee  that  the  preparation  submitted  to  him 

fidenoe  of  such  sealota  in  the  absolute  truth  was  taken  from  the  body  of  the  woman 

of  their  crotchetty  doctrines,  that  our  great  aboTC  mentioned,  and  contained  the  identical 

and  noble  art  of  medicine  may  not  be  held  change  of  structure  on  which  Dr.  Paterson 

up  to  the  derision  and  indignation  of  man-  had  pronounced  the  judicial  opinion  im- 

kind,  that  judicial  errors  of  the  worst  de-  pngned  by  Dr.  Lee.    Dr.  Paterson  then 

scription  may  not  be  perpetrated,  and  that  called  upon  Dr.  Lee  to  retract  his  sevsra 

the  land  may  not  be  filled  with  hapless  strictures. 

families,  bewailing  the  lost  reputation  of  This  Dr.  Lee  refused  to  do,  on  these 

mothers   sacrificed   to  the   ill  established  grounds :  he  admits  he  has  been  wrong  to 
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tfreeing  to  cabmit  se  inpoitftnt  a  matter  to  Ptteraoa  four  jwart  ago ;  and  that,  in  the 

the  decision  of  the  microacope  alooe,  that  he  preparatioB,  there  was  foond  no  deddnoot 

did  lo  without  sufficient  thought,  and  has  nftemhrane  in  the  womb,  thoaghsoeh  an  ap» 

been  guilty  of  a  great  error  in  doing  so.  pearanoe  is  particularly  described  by  Dr. 

But  he  did  so  in  tbs  futh  that  he  was  truly  baterson. 

and  honourably  dealt  with,  which  his  an-  My  abstract  would  not  be  complete  did  I 

tagonists  avow  somewhat  boldly  not  Co  haye  not  here  state,  that  Professor  Owen,  and 

bm  the  case ;  he  did  so  in  the  conviction  other  eminent  anatom]sts«  have  confirmed 

that  the  preparation  was  what  it  pretended  Dr.  Lee's  opinioui  that  the  appearance  de- 

to  be— a  recent  one — and  without  a  sus-  scribed  and  delineated  in  a  coloured  engrav* 

picion  that  it  had  lain  four  years,  or  even  ing  by  Dr.  Fsterson,  was  nothing  but  a  ckt 

four  weeks,  in  spirits ;  he  did  so,  moreoyer,  of  blood. 

in  the  conviction  that  the  reference  was  Add  to  all  this,  the  unexplained  falsehood 
honestly  made  to  him  from  Monkwear-  about  the  letter.  Having  been  trapped  into 
mouth  of  a  point  in  dispute  at  that  place  or  writing  to  Dr.  Bowman  as  a  friend,  Dr.  Lee 
in  its  neighbourhood.  Of  course,  this  was  did  not  keep  copies  of  his  letters.  But -his 
an  intentional  deceit.  But  it  is  only  fair  to  recollection  of  having  written  another  letter 
state,  as  part  of  Dr.  Lee's  case,  that  had  he  besidei  those  the  copies  of  which  were  sup- 
suspected  the  infamous  trap  laid  for  him,  plied  to  him  by  Dr.  Paterson,  was  distinct 
he  would  not  have  delegated  to  any  one  the  and  positive.  In  answer  to  his  repeated 
decision  of  sudi  a  point;  neither  he  nor  demands  of  that  suppressed  letter,  its 
any  one  could  have  thoaght  of  submitting  existence  b  again  and  again  denied.  At  last 
to  the  microscope  a  preparation  steeped  in  he  is  insultingly  told  he  is  attempting  to 
spirits  for  such  a  length  of  time.  When  he  impose.  After  all  ^is  deceit,  however,  the 
wrote  to  Dr.  Bowman,  he  seemed  chiefly  Uat  of  the  existence  of  this  letter  in  the 
actuated  by  a  desire  to  rid  himself  of  a  hands  of  Dr.  Peterson  is  extorted,  but  the 
laborious  task,  and,  at  the  same  time,  pro-  admission  is  made  without  apology  of  any 
mote  the  wishes  of  a  professional  brother,  kind,  and  a  copy  of  it  is  still  withheld.  To 
vrho  approached  him  with  fawning  and  «over  this  disgnoe,  a  new  fipand  even  is  at- 
artifice.  tempted,  and  Dr.   Lee  is  represented  as 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  the  plotters  having  asked  for  a  fourth  letter.    To  com- 

of  such  a  scheme  as  this  could  expect  to  plete  the  history,  it  appears  that  the  editor 

gain  by  it.    They  might,  indeed,  had  Dr.  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal    of 

Lee  been  weak  in  conduct,  have  made  him  Edinburgh  printed  the  letters  front  copies, 

abide  by  the  decision  of  the  microscope,  but  and  not  from  the  originals, 

would  the  fact  have  been  altered,  would  the  Verily,  we  think  Dr.  Lee  may  leave  It  to 

sacrifice  of  Dr.  Lee's  professional  name  to  a  all  men  to  determine  where  lies  the  fraud  and 

dishonest  trick  like  this  hare  affected  in  the  the    dishonour.      But  we    trust  we  have 

smallest    degree    the    scientific    point    in  attained  our  chief  object,  of  destrojrins  ^^ 

question .'  pretension  to  determine  so  important  a  ques* 

Dr.  Lee  seems  justified  In  his  resolution  tion  as  that  of  the  pregnancy  of  females  bf 

not  to  permit  the  solution  of  this  question  so  insufficient  a  test. 


to  rest  upon  the  investigation  of  Mr.  Whar- 
ton Jones,  by  the  avowal  made  by  this  EOYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS 
gentleman  in  the  report  (carefully  omitted  q«  EDINBURGH 
by  Dr.  Peterson)  that  the  appearances  pre- 
sented by  the  microscope  do  not  manifest  .    "~~~" 
any  difference   between  a  corpus    luteum  [Wb  inserted,  two  numbers  back,  an  expla- 
the  result  of  impregnation  and  one  that  is  nation  of  certein  observations  made  in  the 
not.  course  of  an  article  which  appeared  during  the 
Dr.  Lee,  moreoTcr,  does  not  appear  by  month  of  November,  and  in  which  the  state 
the  narrative  to  have  any  other  reason  for  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edin- 
believing  that  the  preparation  submitted  to  bur^  was  incidentally  noticed.    We  have 
him  and  Mr.  Wharton  Jones  is  the  same  just  received  the  following  letter  from  the 
teken  from  the  body  of  the  woman  already  Secretary  of  the  College,  which  we  do  not 
mentioned,  except  the   assurance  of   Dr.  hesitate  to  print. — Ed.  Gax.] 

and  his  det^ted  mistetemente,  this  would  Sib, 

seem  hardly  sufficient.    It  is  rendered  still  I  bbo  to  refer  you  to  the  terms  of  my  letter 

more  questionable  by  the  fact,  that  the  ana-  of  the  17th  December,  containing  an  extinct 

tomical  characters  of  the  body  in  the  ovary,  from  your  number  of  the  8th  November,  of 

as  now  given  by  Wharton  Jones,  are  at  wfaidi  it  was  my  duty,  as  Seoretmy  of  this 

great  variance  with  those  set  down  by  Dr«  College,  to  complain. 
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In  that  flxtraet  yoa  had  aaaerted  that  the 
College  of  SnrgeoM  is  at  the  present  time 
•<  Hteraily  bankrupt"  and  that  it  was  yonr 
belief  that  they  had  **  had  a  proposal  made 
to  them  by  one  of  their  leading  members  to 
sell  their  Mnseam  to  find  ways  and  means 
to  meet  current  expenses."  Your  number 
of  the  27th  December,  now  before  me,  con- 
tains a  paragraph  which  amounts  merely  to 
a  correction  of  the  rumour  as  to  the  Museum. 
Now  the  averment  of  actual  bankruptcy 
made  by  you  upon  your  own  authority  was 
the  only  really  important  part  of  the  state- 
ment ;  for  yon  must  be  sensible  that  no  pro- 
position by  an  individual  member  of  the 
College  in  regard  to  the  Museum,  however 
extravagant  in  itself,  coold  have  deserved  a 
serious  refutation  by  me  unless  from  its 
beuring  upon  the  other  assertion.  That 
assertion,  I  again  repeat,  is  untrue,  and  has 
not  the  shadow  of  truth;  and  I  therefore 
again  request,  as  an  act  of  reparation  for  the 
Injury  thereby  done  to  the  College,  that  you 
will  contradict  it  in  yoiy  next  publication, 
and  that  yon  will  at  the  same  time  insert  in 
it  this  letter. — I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Scott,  See. 
Royal  College  of  Snigeons,  Edinburgh. 

4,  Queen  Street,  Edinburgh, 
Jan.  6, 1845. 

•*        ■  ■ 

BRITISH   MEDIC/LL  ASSOCIATION. 

To  iht  Bdiior  qfih$  Medical  Oatttte. 

Sir, 
I  AM  directed  to  forward  for  your  informa- 
tion the  following  communication  which  has 
been  sent  by  the  Society  of  Apodieisaries  to 
the  President  of  this  Association. 

I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  RooBBt  Haarison, 
Htmormrjf  Seerttmy, 

British  Medical  Assodatioo, 
Exeter  HoU,  Jan.  5, 184A. 

7b  Dr,  Webiter,  JDv/tPtcA. 
Sim, 
I  Alt  desired  to  inform  yon  that  the  Court  of 
Assistants  of  this  Society  has  unanimously 
confirmed  a  report  of  the  Act  of  Parliament 
Committee,  communicating  the  staitement 
made  to  the  deputation  from  the  Medical 
Association  who  honoured  the  Society  with 
an  interview  on  the  10th  inst,  and  recom- 
mending that  the  Committe,  should  be 
authorized  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be 
deemed  expedient  for  approaching  the  Crown 
on  the  subject  of  a  Charter  of  Inoorpocation 
of  the  .Oeneml  Practitionera,  and  I  am 
forther  desired  to  inform  you  that  the  Com- 
mittee are  prepared  to  act  without  loea  of 
time,  on  the  inatmctioDS  which  they  have 


veorived  from  tiie  Court  of  Aarfstanti,  to 
carry  out  the  reoommendation  of  their  report, 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBBHT  B.  UPTOlf , 

Clerk  to  ike  Soeiefy. 
Apothecaries*  Hall,  Dec.  96, 1844. 

RESEARCHES  ON  THE  WOUNDS 

OP  BLOOD-VESSELS. 

Br  M.  Amussat. 

I.  Whbn  the  two  carotids  are  cut  at  one 
and  the  same  time  in  a  laige  transverse 
wound  of  the  neck,  death  is  not  instan- 
taneous, as  is  commonly  supposed  ;  the 
hemorrhage  lasts  several  minutes,  during 
which  the  animal  preserves  aU  its  foculties. 

2.  The  carotid  arteries  do  not  remain 
gaping  after  their  division,  as  would  be  sup- 
posed; and  notwithstanding  the  volume  of 
these  vessels,  obturator  clots  form  as  after 
the  division  of  a  single  carotid. 

In  examining  the  plates  which  represent 
the  arteries  of  dogs,  and  espedally  the 
carotid  arteries  of  oxen  killed  after  the  Jew- 
ish fashion  (bled  to  death  without  being 
knocked  on  the  head)  the  organization  of  the 
clot  is  exactly  what  is  indicated  in  the 
author's  former  memoir. 

3.  The  simultaneous  section,  or  that  per- 
formed at  a  short  interval,  of  the  nerves  of 
the  eighth  pair  and  of  the  carotid  arteries  in 
the  middle  of  the  neck,  exercises  no  in- 
fluence upon  the  formation  of  spontaneous 
dots  or  obturator  plugs  of  carotid  arteries 
cut  completely  across. 

4.  The  spontaneous  clot  formed  at  the 
extremities  of  the  divided  arteries  is  com- 
posed of  two  clots;  one  exterior,  already 
described  in  the  former  memoir ;  the  other 
interior,  which  is  nothing  else  Uian  an  or« 
ganisedcoagulum  absolutely  resembling  that 
formed  by  aitifidal  means ;  as  obturation, 
compression,  cauterization,  ligature,  or  tor- 
sion. 

5.  The  spontaneous  obturator  clot  is  often 
very  difficult  to  recognize.  In  order  to  find 
it,  it  is  necessary  to  call  to  mind  the  ana- 
tomical disposition  of  the  divided  artery  and 
to  observe  the  pulsations  at  the  extremity  of 
the  vessel.  Besides,  by  the  touch  may  be 
distinguished  the  small  sanguineous  msss 
which  forms  the  clot. 

6.  It  is  therefore  obvious  that  it  is  always 
by  a  dot  or  obturator  plug  that  hemorrhage 
is  spontaneously  arrested,  whether  the  ani- 
mal dies  or  recovers ;  thus  the  doctrine  of 
a  ^onSameou9  clot  external  and  iniemal 
opposing  the  issue  of  blood  from  arteriea 
completely  divided,  is  the  only  true  one; 
and  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Jones  and 
B^ard,  the  artery  may  itself  su$oa." — 
Comptet  RenduM,  Dec.  1844. 

WiLsoM  it  OeiLVT,  67»  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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ON  THB  taring  districts,   and  in  different  parts  of 

Great  Britain.     From  them,  we  may  also 

NUMERICAL    RELATION    OF    THE    calculate,  according  to  the  usual  rate  of  mor- 

MEDICAL  PROFESSION  tality,  the  annual  loss  by  death,  and  the 

^iQ  y„ig  average  number  required  to  replace  those 

POPULATION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN,  who  arc  thus  remoWd. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table  that  the 

ANNUAL  RATE  ov  MORTALITY — THB  NUM-  proportioual  uumbers  of  the  profession  to 

BER  REauiRBD  TO  SOPPLT  THE  LOSSES  the  population  are  much  greater  in  Middlo- 

BT  DEATH. — REMARKS  ON  THE  PROBABLE  gex  and  Surrey  than  in  other  counties,  being 

RESULTS  OF  THROWING  OPEN  THE  PRO-  1  to  363  iu  the  former,  and  1  to  517  in  the 

FE8SION  TO  UNLICENSED  PERSONS.  Utter.     This  is  obviously  owing  to  the  vast 

number  of  practitioners  collected  in  and 
By  Alfred  S.  Taylor,  around  the  metropolis,  forming  nearly  one- 
Member  of  the  Royal  CoUeice  of  Surgeons  in  fourth  of  the  whole  aggregate  of  England, 
London  (IMO),  and  Lecturer  ou  Medical  Juris-  «t.i^  „„j  q«^*u«j      Tn  Jk-  ^^'i,  ^f  Vrtrlr 
prudence  and  Chemistry  in  Guy's  Hospital.  Wales,  and  Scotland.     In  the  city  of  York, 

the  proportion  is  lai^,  although  probably 
not  larger  than  would  be  found  to  exist  in 

The  subjoined  tables  ^ave  been  drawn  up  all    populous    towns    and   cities.    In    the 

from  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  construction  of  the  tables,  no  distinctions  of 

Census  for  1841.   An  abstract  of  this  Report,  this  kind  could  be  made ;  but  it  is  probable 

so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  "  Occupations  of  the  that  while  the  profession  would  average  about 

People,"  hasbeen  published  in  the  Companion  1  in  500  in  towns,  it  would  not  exceed  1  in 

to  Uie  Almanack  for  1845,  and  from  this  I  1100  in  rural  districts.     In  looking  to  the 

have  derived  the  numbers  of  persons  actually  counties,  Kent  appears  to  contain  the  largest 

engaged  in  the  exercise  of  the  medical  pro-  number  of  practitioners,  being  1  in  771  of 

fession  at  the  time  of  the  late  census.     The  the  population,  a  proportion  which,  as  we 

other  facts  are  a  simple  matter  of  calculation,  shall  see  hereafter,  is  much  greater  than  the 

It  is  necessary  to  observe  that  under  the  average  for  aU  the  counties  of  England  and 

head  of  *'  medical  profession"  are  comprised  Wales. 

1476  physicians,  and  18,658  surgeons,  apo-  On  the  other  hand,  those  counties  which 
thecaries,  medical  students,  cuppers,  and  have  the  smallest  number  of  members  of  the 
dentists.  Unlike  the  other  professions,  the  profession  are, — 1,  the  West  Riding  of  York, 
medical  is  entered  as  of  both  sexes,  com-  which,  with  a  populationof  considerably  up - 
prising  midwives,  of  whom  676  were  returned  wards  of  a  million  of  inhabitants,  has  only 
for  England,  and  641  for  Scotland.  All  1  medical  practitioner  to  1291  persons  ; 
professional  persons,  both  above  and  under  2,  Wilts,  which  with  a  population  of  up- 
20  years  of  age,  are  equally  included.  wards  of  a  quarter  of  a  million,  has  1  to 
No  such  returns  as  these  have,  1- believe,  1299  persons;  3,  the  small  county  of  Rut- 
before  been  made  in  this  country  ;  and  al-  land,  which  has  1  to  1330  persons,  the  popu- 
though  from  the  indiscriminate  mixture  of  lation  being,  exclusive  of  the  profession,  only 
licensed  and  unlidensed  persons,  they  cannot,  21,286;  4,  the  county  of  Stafford,  which, 
in  their  present  state,  be  regarded  as  per-  with  a  population  of  more  than  half  a  million 
feet,  yet  they  may  serve  to  throw  some  light  of  inhabitants,  has  only  1  medical  practitioner 
on  the  proportion  of  the  members  of  the  to  1344  inhabitants;  5,  Cornwall,  which 
medical  profession  to  the  mixed  population  has  1  to  1364, — facts  the  more  remarkable, 
in  counties, — in  agricultural  and  manufac-  since  a  large  proportion  of  the  labouring  per- 
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8tatiMtie$  qftke  Medical  Ptqfesnon  in  England, 


Coonties. 


Bedford      .... 

Berks 

Backingham  .  .  . 
Cambridge  .  .  • 
Chester  ..  .  .  « 
Cornwall  .... 
Cumberland     .     .     . 

Derby 

Devon 

Dorset 

Durham      .... 

Essex 

Gloucester .... 
Hereford  .... 
Hertford  .... 
Huntingdon     .     .     . 

Kent 

Lancaster  .... 
Leicester    ...     * 

Lincoln 

Middlesex  .... 
Monmouth  .  .  . 
Norfolk  .... 
Northampton  .  .  . 
Northumberland  .  . 
'Nottingham     .     .     . 

Oxford 

Rutland      .... 

Salop 

Somerset  .... 
Southampton  .  .  . 
Stafford      .... 

Suffolk 

Surrey 

Sussex 

Warwick  .... 
Westmoreland      .     . 

Wilts 

Worcester  .... 
York,  East  Riding    • 
York,  City  and  AListy 
York,  North  Riding 
York,  West  Riding  . 


Persons  of  the 
Medical  ProfeS' 

SiOQ. 


Ill 
177 
104 
143 
326 
250 
158 
225 
636 
143 
371 
327 
529 

99 
155 

45 
710 
1454 
210 
335 
4298 
117 
351 
165 
300 
214 
168 

16 
232 
521 
407 
372 
301 
1125 
862 
438 

63 
199 
199 
218 

80 
197 
894 


Population  exdnsive  of  the 
Medical  Profession. 


Proportion  O0thei 
Medical  profes- 
sion to  themixed 
Population. 


107,825 
160,970 
155,879 
164,316 
995,334 
341,029 
177,880 
271,992 
533,824 
174,900 
323,913 
344,652 
430,854 
113,779 
157,052 

58,549 
547,627 
1,665,600 
215,657 
362,267 
1,572,338 
134,238 
412,313 
199,063 
249,978 
249,696 
161,475 

21,286 
238,816 
435,461 
354,597 
510,132 
314,772 
581,553 
299,391 
401,277 

5,6391 
258,534 
233,137 
194,718 

38,241 

203,925 

1,153»207 


:97l 

909 

1498 

1149 

1212 

1364 

1126 

1208 

837 

1215 

873 

1054 

814 

1149 

1013 

1301 

771 

114& 

1026 

1081 

366 

1147 

1175 

1206 

833 

1166 

961 

1330 

1028 

835 

871 

1344 

1045 

517 

827 

916 

895 

1299 

1172 

893 

477 

1035 

1291 


sons  in  these  counties  are  engaged  in  occupa- 
tions liable  to  lead  to  accidents  ;  6,  the  county 
which  is  the  least  supplied  is  Buckingham, 
for  here  we  find  only  1  medical  practitioner 
to  149&  persons.  This  may  be  regarded  as 
an  agricultural  county.  It  has  rather  more 
than  half  of  the  number  of  practitioners 
iriiich  it  should  haye,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent average  of  England  and  Wales.  (See 
top  of  next  page.) 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  table,  Oat  the 
oounties  of  Wales  are  more  thinly  supplied 


with  the  medical  profession  than  those  of 
England, — the  minimum  proportional  num- 
ber exists  in  Pembroke,  being  1  to  1833 ; 
the  maximum  number  in  Flintshire,  being  1 
to  879  of  the  population.  It  is  remarkii^Ie 
that  the  populous  county  of  GJamoiigan,  oc- 
cupied as  it  is  by  a  mining  population,  should 
have  only  1  medical  practitioner  to  1295. 
inhabitants. 

The  British  Islands  have  more  than  the 
average  in  proportion  to  the  popiilationt 
^eikig  1  to  677  inhabitants. 
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1 

Wai4»  and  tke  BfUith  hkmds, 

Countict. 

Persons  of  the 
Wedicsl  Profes- 
sion. 

Proportionofthe 

Popalation  exehisiTeof  the  Medical  Proiss- 

Medical  FrofesaiOB.       sioatotheslixfld 

population. 

Ask^cscy     •     •     •    ■ 

29 

50.871 

1:1754 

Brecon  .     •     . 

»     •     • 

49 

55,554 

1133 

Cordigaft    .    . 

•     ^ 

48 

68,448 

'        1426 

Qurmarthen 

^*. 

106,262 

1660 

Ctnuurvon  ..    . 

65^ 

81,028 

mi 

Denbigh      .     , 

72 

88,866f 

1234 

FKnt      .     .     . 

<-    • 

76 

66,843 

879 

Glamorgan .     . 

132 

171,056 

•        129* 

Kferioneth  • 

29 

39,332 

13^56 

Montgomery    . 

61 

69,158 

1133 

48 

87,996 

1833 

Rftdbor  .     .     . 

18 

25,338 

I40r 

British  Islands,  ht.\ 

f 

1 

elading  Guernsey 

and  its  seven  ad- 

. 

183 

123,857 

677 

jacent  Islands  ,Jer. 

r 

seyft  IsieofMan./ 

ScoiUmd^^ 


Ounties. 


Aberdeen 

ArgyU    . 

Ayr  .     . 

Banff 

Berwick 

Bnte 

Caithness 

Clackmannan  . 

Dumbarton 

Dumfries     .     . 

Edinbui^  .     . 

Elgin     .     .    . 

Fife  .     ,    .     . 

FVwrihr    .    .     . 

Haddington 

Inverness 

Kincardine 

Kinross       .     . 

Kirkcudbright . 

Lanark  .     .     . 

Linlithgow .     . 

Nairn     .     .     . 

Orkney  and  Shetland 

Peebles  . 

Pertti- 

Renfrew 

Rosa  and  €romartf 

Rozbuf^ 

Selkirk  . 

Stirling  . 

Sutherland 

Wigtown 


Persons  of  the 
BCedical  Profes- 
sion. 


341 
92 

171 
82 
44 
29 
18 
22 
51 
78 

898 
45 

135 
68 
5 
72 
31 
10 
41 

528 
26 
14 
58 
14 

175 

161 
46 
58 
5 
73 
11 
37 


Population  exclusive  of  the 
Medical  Profession. 


192,046 
97,279 

164,185 
49,597 
34,398 
15,740 
36.325 
19,133 
44,245 
72,758 

224,556 
34,967 

140,140 

170,520 
35,886 
97,799 
33,044 
8,753 
41,078 

426,444 

26,846 

9,203 

61,007 

10,485 

137,215 

154,911 
78,639 
46,967 
7,985 
81,984 
24,771 
39,158 


Propertionof  the  r 
Medical  Profes 
siontotheMixed 
Population. 


1  .-563^ 

1057 

966 

604 

782 

54a 

2184 

869 

867 

932 

250 

777 

1038 

2506 

7177 

1358 

1066 

875 

1002 

807 

1032 

657 

1052 

749 

784 

962 

1709 

792 

1597 

1123 

2252 

1058 


500  ON  THE  NUMERICAL  RELATION  OP  THE 

On  examining  the  table  for  Scotland,  it  After  Haddington,  the  smallest  proportional 

is  impossible  to  avoid  being  struck  with  the  number  of  m^ical  practitioners  are  found  in 

extreme  differences  in  the  proportion  of  the  Forfar,  where,  with  a  large  populatioo,  there 

profession    in    different    counties.      Thus,  is  only  one  to  2506  inhabitants  ;  2nd,  in  the 

while  in   Edinburgh  there  is  one  medical  large  but  thinly  populated  county  of  Suther- 

practitioner  to  250  persons,  in  the  adjoining  land,  where  it  is  only  1  to  2252  inhabitants ; 

shire  of  Haddmgton  there  is  only  1  to  7 1 7 7  and,  3d,  Caithness,  where  it  reaches  1  to  2184 

persons.     Hie  vicinity  of  Haddington  to  inhabitants.      In  the  large  county  of  Lanark, 

Edinburgh  at  once  accounts  for  the  differ-  containing  nearly  half  a  million  of  inhabitants, 

ence.      It  seems  extraordinary  that  there  the  profession  averages  I  to  807  persona, 

should  be  only  five  medical  practitioners  in  Orkney  and  Shetland  may  be  considered  as 

Haddington,  to  a  population  of  nearly  36,000  very  fairly  provided,  the  liUmber  of  medical 

persons ;  but  such  is  the  return.    The  ex-  practitioners  in  these  remote  islands  averag- 

tremes  in  these  two  counties  must,  there-  ing  1  in  about  1000  inhabitants, 
fore,  be  considered  to  compensate  each  other,        Notwithstanding  the  wide  differences  thus 

and  in  this  view  the  proportion  of  the  pro-  existing  in  the  Scottish  shires,  it  must  be 

fession  in  Edinburgh  should  be  diminished,  obvious  at  a  glance  that,  on  the  whole,  the 

and  that  of  Haddington  increased.  profession  is  much  larger  to  the  population 

Among  the  other  Scottish  shires,  in  which  in  Scotland,  than  it  is  in  England  and  Wales, 

the  profession  is  most  numerously  found,  are.  This  will,  perhaps,  be  rendered  more  evident 

— I,  Bute,  where  the  proportion  ia  one  in  by  the  following  results. 
543,  the  population  not  reaching  16,000 ;         According  to  the   Census  of  1841,   the 

2,  Aberdeen,  where  the  proportion  is,  with  a  total  number  of  persons  thus  engaged  in 

large  population,  1  in  563 ;  and  3,  Banff,  medical   practice  in    England  and  Wales 

where,  with  a  comparatively  smaU  popula-  amounted  to  18,436 ;  and  in  Scotland,  at 

tion,  it  reaches  1  in  604, — a  proportion  con-  the  same  time,  to  3,568.    Thus : — 
siderably  above  the  average  of  Great  Britain. 

Proportion  to  Population. 

In  England  and  Wales,  (the  Channel  Islands  excluded)    .     .  18436  «    1  :  856 
In  Scotland 3568  »   1  :734 

22004 

Deduct  Mid  wives  in  England 676 

„  „  Scothmd 641   »  1317 

Total  in  Great  Britain.     .     .     .  20,687 

This  would  leave  a  total  of  20,687  practi-  the  numbers  of  the  medical  profession  in  the 

tioners  of   medicine  in  Great  Britain ;  but  Channel  islands.    The  difference,  however, 

another  deduction  should  be  made  from  this  is  not  very  material. 

total,  of  those  who  are  included  under  the        From  these  tables,  it  would  appear  that 

head  of  medical  students,  cuppers,  and  den-  the  numbers  of  the  medical  profession  prac- 

tists.    There  are  no  data  to  enable  us  to  make  tising  in  Great  Britian  are  often  considerably 

this  deduction  with  correctness,  since  the  overrated.     It  appears  to  me  impossible  to 

object  of  ascertaining  the  "  occupations  of  estimate   medical    students,   cuppers,    and 

the  people"  was  rather  of  a  political  than  a  dentists,  engaged  in  practice,  at  less  than 

professional  nature.     It  would,  however,  be  2000,  and  this  would  leave,  according  to  the 

easy  to  acquire  at  another  time  a  statement  aggregate  returns  of  the  counties,  only  about 

from  each  medical  practitioner  as  to  whether  18,000  members  licensed  to  practise  in  Eng- 

he  held  a  diploma,  and  of  what  College ;  and  land,  Wales,  and  Scotland.     Hence,  instead 

it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  those  mem-  of  the  average  being  as  it  is  above  presented, 

bers  of  the  '*  medical  profession"  who  are  about  1  to  800  of  the  population,  it  would 

of  the  female  sex,  were  altogether  excepted  not  probably  be  more  than  1  licensed  prac- 

from  the  return  !  titioner  to  1000  persons. 

The  aggregate  above  given  does  not  ex-        To  what  extent  the  medical  exceeds  the 

actly  correspond  with  that  stated  at  the  com-  legal  profession  in  numbers  will  be  evident 

mencement  of  this  paper,  not  even  on  adding  from  the  subjoined  table. 

Total  Numbers.  England.  Wales.  Scotland.       Channel  Islands. 

Legal  Profession     .    •     13759       ...      396       ...      3185       ...       114 
Medical  Profession      .     17745       ...      691       ...      3568       ...       183 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  for  many  wants  of  the  community.  In  no  other  way 
years  past,  the  numbers  entering  the  medi-  can  we  account  for  the  strong  competition 
cal   profession  have  greatly  exceeded    the    which  exists  for  all  public  offices  and  ap- 
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pointments,  however  inBignificant,  and  the  1838»  the  violent  deaths  in  the  whole 
very  low  and  insalBcient  rates  at  which  population  araonnted  to  12,055;  in  1639, 
remuneration  is  made  to  the  medical  ofB-  they  amounted  to  11,980 — the  average  falls 
cers  of  Poor  Law  Unions  and  public  insti-  little  short  of  12,000  per  annum.  It  has 
tutioTis  generally.  It  is  impossible  to  under-  been  ascertained  that  in  the  northern  counties 
stand  why  men  belonging  to  a  liberal  profes-  1 6  persons  in  1000  die  violent  deaths  annually ; 
sion  should  compete  wilh  each  other  for  in  Staffordshire,  Warwickshire,  and  the 
offices,  which,  while  they  entail  a  far  heavier  other  western  counties,  14 ;  in  Lancashire 
amount  of  labour  and  responsibility,  yield  and  Cheshire,  13;  in  Cornwall  and  the  other 
often  less  remuneration  than  clerkships  to  south-western  counties,  11  ;  in  the  metro- 
Quarter  Sessions,  were  it  not  that  the  medical  polls,  8 ;  and  in  Essex,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk,  7. 
profession  is  greatly  overcrowded.  Other  The  accidents  producing  violent  deaths  are 
facts  well  known  to  professional  men,  which  least  common  in  the  agricultural  districts, 
need  not  here  be  alluded  to,  also  bear  out  more  frequent  in  cities  and  manufacturing 
this  view.  Allowing  that  the  licensed  prac-  places,  and  most  fatal  in  the  mining  parts  of 
titioners  now  form  the  one-thousandth  part  the  country. 

of  the  community,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  There  is  one  subject  which  remains  to  be 
that  a  proportion  of  one  prqfetnonal  perton  noticed  in  connection  with  these  tables,  viz. 
to  twehe  hundred  of  the  community  would  the  number  of  professional  persons  annually 
be  ample,    and  that  any  number  greater  removed  by  death,  and  the  number  required 
than  this  must  tend   to   create  that  un-  to  replace  them.     Admitting  that  the  pre- 
fortunate  state  of  thtngs  which  is  at  pre-  sentnumberof  licensed  medical  practitioners 
sent  witnessed.    This  estimate  is,  in  the  averages  1  to  1000  of  the  community,  this 
absence    of    more     accurate    calculations,  would  give  to  Great  Britain  about  18,000. 
founded  on  the  tables  appended  to  this  paper.  From  the  reports  under  the  Registration  act. 
At  any  rate  the  present  distressed  state  of  it  would  appear  that  the  average  annual 
the  profession,  and  the  decline  of  all  the  rate  of  mortality  for  England  and  Wales 
medical  schools,  metropolitan  and  provin-  amounts  to  about  1   in  45  for  the  whole 
cial,  render  it  probable  that  the  proportion  population.     It  is  true  that  the  rate  of  mor- 
above  given  as  sufficient  for  the  community  tality  is  different  at   different  ages ;    and 
cannot  be  far  from  the  truth.     Admitting  that  it  is  proportionally  greater  in  persons 
this,  we  shall  see  on  referring  to  the  statis-  under  puberty  and  in  advanced  age  than  in 
tical  table  of  England,  that  no  less  than  the  intermediate  period.     The  number  of 
32  counties  and  d^tricts  out  of  43  are  over-  deaths  between  20  and  60  is  found  to  vary 
stocked ;  in  Wales  there  are  only  three  coun-  but  little  according  to  age^     If,  therefore,  we 
ties  out  of  12  in  this  predicament,  while  in  assume  that  the  same  law  respecting  the 
Scotland,outof  32  shires,  there  are  25  which  average  mortality  holds  with  regard  to  the 
have  a  lugger  proportion  than  that  assigned  medical  profession  as  with  the  non-profes- 
above  as  the  probable  necessary  average.  sional  public,  we  may  take  45  as  the  divisor, 
The  occupations  of  a  population,  and  the  and  this  would  give  an  annual  loss  to  the 
relative  healthiness  of  districts,  with  other  profession  of   400  of  its  members.     The 
circumstances,  may  render  it  necessary  to  number  would  be  rather  less  if  1  in  45  were 
raise  or  diminish  the  average  numbers  of  considered  to  be  too  high  a  rate  of  mortality 
the    profession.      Thus,   a  manufacturing  for  persons  generally  above  the  age  of  20 
population  exposed  to  accidents  from  ma-  years.     Thus,   then,  the  continued  annual 
chinery,  and   living   in   densely    crowded  addition  of  about  400  members,  and  a  slight 
places,  will  require  a  larger  number  of  pro-  yearly  increase  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
fessional  men,  than  one  living  in  a  rural  population,wouldberequiredtokeep the  pro- 
district  and  given  entirely  to  agricultural  fession  in  its  present  state.     Some  allowance 
pursuits.     There  is  a  striking  difference  in  must  be  made  for  those  who  annually  enter 
this  respect  between  the  counties  of  Wales  the  army,  and  many  who  emigrate  to  the 
and  England.     It  might  be  interesting  to  colonies. .  Taking  these  at  the  maximum  at 
connect  the  comparative  healthiness  or  un-  one  half  of  the  number  required  for  the  re- 
healthiness  of  districts  with  the  proportion  storation  of  the  annual  losses  in  Great  Bri- 
of  professional  men  to  the  mixed  population ;  tain,  it  would  appear,  in  a  time  of  peace,  that 
but  it  would  be  foreign  to  my  present  purpose  the  yearly  addition  t>f  about  600  members  to 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  this  kind.     Al-  the  profession  would  maintein  it  in  the  stete 
though  theRegistration  act  has  donemuch,'we  in  which  it  now  is.     Admitting,  however, 
are  as  yet  scareely  provided  with  the  elemente  that  15,000  practitioners  are  sufficient  for 
necessary  for  such  calculations.     Many  in-  Great   Britain,   similar  calculations  would 
teresting  facts  have,  however,  been  brought  lead  to  the  result  that  the  yearly  additions  to 
to  light  by  the  researches  of  Mr.  Farr,  on  the  the  profession  should  not  exceed  500  members, 
number  of  deaths  by  violence  in  England  including  those  required  for  Great  Britain 
and  Wales,  and  these  are  well  deserving  of  and  its  colonies.     But  it  is  notorious  that 
the  attention  of  medical  practitioners.     In  the  number  of  new  members  annually  ad- 
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milted  in  Epglaad  and  jBooUind  baa  beep  at  lenst  approximalcly  emmet,  of  Ibe  hmmhi 

for  mapy  years  paat  much  laiger  thaa  this,  rieal  r^ation  oi  the  preCeMioB  to  the  pubiio. 

From  the  report  of  the  Apotheoariea' Society,  Evento  paaoiog  araiud  «,  and  withm  the 

it  a]ipear8  that    during  the  laat  28  yeaip  Jmovled^a  of  abnoat  every  indindaal,  abow 

the  diploma  has  bem  granted  upon  an  w^  iliat  i\ii»  mmerieal  relation  ia  at  pnaeot  Ino 

T9gf^  to  SCO  persona  aannaUy ;  and  although  ^neat,  t.  f .  tliat  there  are  mone  frnifenaionai 

many  of  these  at  the  same  time  received  t^  jooen  tban  the  p«blie  itttmie.    The  applica^ 

diploma  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  yet  a  ^on  of  Abe  eonuwm  lanr  of  etiartality  in  tbia 

certain  annual  number,  indu<ting  all  laho  jcowitryi  to  the  aaeertaiaed  ■tmibera  of  pro- 

filter  the  army  and  nayy,  and  who  reeeive  -ffsaiooal  persom,  enablea  «a  to  determine 

the  diploma  of  the  College  alone,  moat  be  lapproximftlely  the  iMmber  required  anoaaUy 

Added.  To  thianfimber  we  mnst  likewise  add  Ito  replace  those  who  (He ;  and  thia  nnrnb^ 

those  who  are  admitted  by  the  Royal  College  admita  of  eompariaon  with  the  number  ti 

of  Phyaiciana  in  Enghmd,  and  by  the  Uni-  those  aanjoaUy  licenaed  to  piactiae.    I  am 

▼.rsities  and  Ck)lIege8inSeotland*.     It  wiil,  well  aware  of  the  fiJlaeies  to  which  figuiea 

I  think,  be  apparent  from  a  conaideratioii  of  ^ve  liable,  but  I  do  not  elaim  for  tfaeoonols*- 

the  various  matters  here  brought  forward, —  f  ions  wl^ioh  I  have  drawn  moreeonstdemtioB 

1,  that  many  more  medical  men  are  now  than  the  tables  warrant.    It  ia  acaroely  poa^ 

licensed  to  prsctise  than  the  wants  of  the  aible  to  ealer  upon  anoh  veaearehea  witfaowt 

public  demand  $  ai>d  2,  that  with  the  number  beiotg  entieed  into  apeoulatioB;  but  as  all 

pf  new  practitioners  actually  required,  the  ^  premises  upon  which  the  eonchuiona  are 

present  number  of  medical  schools  in  London,  founded  are  fully  detailed,  the  reader  will  be 

the  Provinces,  and  in  Scotland,  could  not  able  to  judge  for  himself, 

possibly  be  maintained  with  any  degree  of  When  the  ptofesaion  is  overstocked,  and 

respectobility  or  efficiency.  ao  many  aoore  ooeoBbers  are  annually  licensed 

The  number  of  complete  schools  of  medi-  than  can  find    any  profitable  oocupetion, 

cine,  independently  of   thos§  institutions,  it  ia  impossible  to  undentand  why  men, 

either    private  or    public,    where  distinct  who  ought  to  know  its  actual  atate,  ahould 

courses  of  lectures  on  oqe  or  more  medical  advise  that  all  lestriotions  on  mediod  prao- 

aubjects  are  given,  ao^punted  at  the  com^  tice  be  set  aside.     Its  members  are  eveft 

mencementof  the  present  session  (Oct,  1844)  now  too  numerous  for  the  community,  and 

to  elenen  in  London,  and  tofsym  in  the  prOp  yet  it  is  proposed  to  add  more  I-r~the  addi- 

v^noes.    This  statement  is  taken  froip  the  tion  to  oonsist,  in  the  words  of  the  mimster 

advertisements  which  appeared  at  ^Mlt  time  in  oi  State  who  introduced  the  Medical  Reform 

the  n^edical  journals.  If  the  whole  number  of  Bill,  of  '*  any  men  whatever,  who  possessed 

those  new  members  now  annually  required  to  akili  and  knowledge  to  practise  medicine." 

keep  the  pro^ssion  in  its  present  state,  and  to  Stnotly   speaking,    thia  impUea  any  mem 

sppply  the  ara^y  and  navy,  were  equally  dia-  whatever,  who  aertMie  that  tbey  poanesBflkitl 

triouted  among  these  medical  schools,   it  and  knowledge  to  practise  medicine, — every 

would  give  only  on  an  average  35  new  ^^m-  large  clAas,  especially  in  country  districts  ! 

bers  per  annum  to  ^och  school  \  if  the  actMal  The  mao  who  devotes  many  years  to  the  ac«. 

requirements  of  the  community  were  re-  tua)  study  of  his  profession,  is  thus  placed  on 

garded,  according  to  the  foregoing  coqaidPr  ^  \tytX  with  him  who  auumf  that  he  poa- 

rations,  the  averc^e  would  be  only  tufen4y^  aesses  medical  knowledge  without  having  de- 

flve  new  members  per  annum  t     In  this  od-  voted  any  time  to  the  acquisition   of  it, 

culatiqn  the  nnmeroua  medical  schools  and  AgMn»  the  competent  and  indostrioua  candi- 

coUeges  of  Scotland  are  omitted.     It  wi)l  be  date  who  receives  his  diploma  from  the  exa*. 

easily  understood,   that  by  the  necessary  mining  boards  appointed  under  the  Bill,  ia 

introduction  of  them,  the  average  number  virtually  placed  on  the  same  level  with  the 

of  pupils  to  each  would  sink  considerably  ignorant  and  idle,  candidate,  who  is  rejected 

lower.     Thua,   then,   the  present  number  by  these  boards :    for  the  latter,  notwith- 

of    schools    and     collegea   can    only    be  atanding  his  inoompetency,  /Am  proved  kjf 

maintained  by  a  forced  i|nd  nndiie   sup-  hU  r4^ecH(m%  may  retire  into  a  country  dia- 

ply    of  firofessioaal   men    tq    the  publip,  (net  and  practise  to  the  injury  of  the  oompe- 

The  evil  is  in  ^omc  respects  rightii^g  itself ;  tept  man  as  well  as  the  public     la  it  tq  ha 

for  the  number  of  those  now  attending  the  supposed  that,  should  sunh  a  measun  ve- 

schools   is  almost  universally  diminished,  (s^ve  the  sanction  of  the  legialatuie,  Uia 

and  appears  to  be  annually  decreasing.  members  of  the  medics!  professioo,  pau- 

The  tables  hereunto  appended  give  ^s,  periled  as  it  is  in  aaany  of  the  rural  dia- 
for  the  first  time,  ipi  idea,  if  not  absolutely,  tricta  of  England,  wiU  preaerve  only  the 
: proportion  to  the  population,  and    to  its 

•A  writer  in  the  last  number  of  the  Quarterly  increase  at  the  censua  of  1851,   which  it 

Review  estunates  that  from  the  seventeen  if-  VaH  in  ISil  ?     Ti:  .»»«••.•  ♦«  «»»  «^„:»i- 

censing  bodies  now  in  existence,  there  are  pro-  "■?  "*  J*^ '   .„  "  «PP«*w  ^  me  ccrtamly 

bablv  from  800  to  1000  physicians,  surgeons,  and  ^^  * — ^^re  will  be  few  oounties  m  which  the 

apothecaries,  who  annually  receive  diplomas  t  proportion  will  not  be  at  least  doubled,  and 
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|Hrobiild;f  tripled  \  and  fnstiad  of  1  to  1000  mnritd,  iriio  are  tunble  to  read  or  write  1 

of  tkt  |Ki|>«laitloii«  a  proportloii  eren  greatar  Since  the  above  was  writteni  an  article  on 

ttmxk  is  raq«red,  we  shall  find  the  new  ptae*  the  Medical  Refonn  Bill  has  appeared  ita  the 

tiiionera,  iDcladiag  the  Uoetased  and  nnli-  Qaarteriy  Reriew  (Deeember  1844).    The 

censed,  to  form  probably  1  to  500.     If  any  writer  obserres  that  the'Goyenuaent"haTing 

one  donbt  the  correctness  of  this  statement^  taken  the  pains  to  point  out  to  the  pnblie 

let  him  turn  to  the  statistical  tables  of  the  the  proper  course  to  be  porsoed"  (t.  e,  con- 

**  occupations  of  the  people,"  and  obsenre  suiting  a  printed  register  of  licensed  medical 

the  number  of  persons  who  are-classed  as  the  practitioners)    ''the  safest  way  will  be  to 

unoccupied.    The  census  of  1841  demon-  leave  it  to  the  good  sense  of  individuals  to 

strates  that  in  England,  Wales  and  Scot-  protect  themselves."    How  many,  out  of 

land,  of  the  male  sex  only,  and  above  20  the  total  population  of  Great  Britain,  pos- 

years  of  age,  there  were  without  any  oceu-  sess  that  amount  of  "  ffood  wrue*'  requisite 

nation  274,482.    It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  for  self-protection  (for  some  kind  of  **  pro* 

however,  that  the  new  practitioners  in  medi«  tection"  against  ^  results  of  the  proposed 

cine  will  be  derived  from  th&s  class  alone*  Refbrm  BUI  is  clearly  admitted  to  be  necea- 

Among  Hm  oocapied  millions  there  are  num-  sary ) — the  writer  does  not  stop  to  consider  I 

ben  so  dissatisfied  with  their  condition,  as  He  admits  that  ihe  profesaion  is  at  present 

to  be  ready  to  change  it  for  what  may  have  "  wtntoeked"  with  iicengtd  practitionen» 

only  the  appearance  of  being  more  profitable  and  yet  he  proposes  to  mitigate  the  evil  by 

employment,    lliey  will  be  put  to  no  ex*  admitting  unlicensed  persons  to  practise.] 

pense  by  preparatory  study  or  the  purehase  ■ ' 

of  diplomas.     In  order  to  give  them  a  title  thb  periodical  MATunATioK  and  ex- 

to  practise,  they  wUl  merely  have  to  aiwnu        trusion  of  ova,  independently  of 

thai  **  they  possess suficient skill  andknow-        coitus,  in  mammalia  and  maw, 

ledge  to  practise  medicine:*    The  condition  PROVED  TO  BE 

of  these  persons  cannot  be  made  worse  by  the 

such  a  change,  while  that  of  the  general  PRIMARY  CONDITION  TO  THEIR 

practitioner  must  inevitably  be,  under  such  DDnDAr>AT<TnM 

legalised  competition,    a   lower  degree  of  fKurAUAiiUiM. 

pauperisation.    These  pretendere  care  not  Bt  Th.  L.  W.  Bischofp, 

about  appointments  to  public  offices,   the  Professor  of  Medicine,  and  Director  of  the  Phy- 

registration  of  their  names  with  Boards  of  Biological  Institute  at  Oiessen,  fto.  &c. 

Health,  the  serving  on  juries,  or  the  power  Treaulated  0y 

«f  recovering  debto  by  civil  action.    What  h,^^^  ^^         g      F.R.C.S.  it. 

they  will  look   to  wdl  be  the  immediate  rr^    ^     \*^         jmi 

means  of  living ;  and  tiiese  they  will  obtain  [Contmaedfrom  p.  480.] 

Lt  i^Ti^S^Sry^'oft^^tS:!  '^  \  -^^'^^  '^r  !?^"™«^  ^^  ^^  ^^' 

who  Squire  medi^  Svice,  It  is  said,  may  dece««)rs,  together  with  my  own.  prove 

consult  a  printed  register  ti  determine  whb  °l^"  decisively,  that,  even  though  the 

is  and  who  U  not  a  licensed  practitioner ;  but  «avance  of  the  seminal  fluid  of  the 

the  very  principle  of  the  new  measure  is,  to  »nale  through  the  fallopian  tube  up  to 

allow  the  public  to  employ  either  one  or  the  the  ovary,  and  its  influence  upon  the 

other.    The  deplorable  state  of  ignorance  ova,  be  prevented,  yet,  on  the  appear- 

existing  in  rural  populations  especiaUy,  does  ancc  of  "  the  heat,"  and  in  ^  the  forego*- 

not  appear  to  be  have  been  here  taken  into  ing  instances  after    reception   of   tlie 

consideration.    As  some  test  of  this,  it  may  male,   all   phenomena  develop  them- 

be  remarked,  that  nearly  one-half  of  all  thosd  selves  in  the  ovaries  and  ova  notwith- 

who  are  married  of  both  sexes  are  unable  to  standing,  just  as  in  the  perfectly  normal 

write  their  names  I     In  Monmouthshue  and  condition.     The  ova  mature,  tne  Graa* 

Wales  these  amount  to  60  per  cent,  of  the  jftan  vesicles  s#ell  and  open,  the  coi^ 

married  1    This  has  been  proved  by  the  re-  p^^a  lutea  form,  the  ova  escape  and 

tarns  under  tiie  B^stration  act :  and  yet  it  ^^^^i  the  tube,  and  some  of  the  pheno- 

»  assumed,  that  the  pub^  have  it  in  their  ^^^^  ^f  development  even  commence : 

SLT^inT^e^Xrf  -^^Z  -'r^-V^-nfluenceofthe^^^^^^ 

this  appean  to  me  sufficient  to  show  that  5"  ^^^  ^/^  "  prevented,  that  process 

a  Urgi  portion  of  the  public  of  Engknd  and  does  not  advance  farther,  but  the  ova 

Walttwenot  fitted  to  distinguish  the  in-  retrograde,  dissolve,  and  abort.    This 

competent  from  the  competent  practitioner.  *a«t  circumstance  proves  the  whole  suc- 
cession of  these  phenomena  to  be  alto- 

[It  is  very  true  that  some  can  read  who  gether  independent  of  coition,  and  to 

are  unable  to  write  their  names,  but  how  be  solely  and  abstractedly  founded  on 

many  in  England  are  there,  married  and  nn-  the  progress  of  development  of  the  ova. 
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Since  1  have  ptoved  the  material  con-  ovary,  I  saw  to  my  surprise  that  the 
tact  of  the  seminal  fluid  with  the  ova,  ova,  which  I  had  confidently^  expected 
all  thoughts  of  an  "  aura  seminalis/'  of  to  be  yet  in  the  Graafian  vesicles,  must 
a  resorption  of  the  semen,  or  a  still  have  already  left  the  ovary.  I  observed 
more  mysterious  influence  of  copula-  upon  the  ovary  five  small  red  openings, 
tion,  which  previous  observers  declared  from  one  of  which  a  small  red  mass 
to  be  demonstrated  through  these  very  grew  forth,  and  saw  that  five  Graafian 
same  phenomena,  are  altogether  out  of  vesicles  had  already  opened  there.  The 
question,  and  specially  refuted  in  these  formation  of  the  corpora  lutea  proceed- 
particular  instances,  by  the  fact,  that  ing  from  the  bottom  and  walls  of  the 
the  ova,  in  consequence  of  the  impedi-  follicle  was  already  far  advanced ;  at 
ment  to  that  material  contact,  were  not  the  same  time,  however,  they  still  con- 
endued  with  the  capacity  of  develop-  tained  a  considerable  cavity  filled  with 
ment,  and  aborted.  Had  the  extrusion  limpid  serum,  but  which  no  longer  held 
of  the  ova,  the  development  of  the  cor-  an  ovum.  This  afiforded  me  additional 
pora  lutea,  &c.  in  these  instances  been  evidence  of  the  probability  that  such  a 
conditionate  on  the  semen  and  coition,  condition  of  parts  had  led  previous  ob- 
the  ova  would  have  become  fecundated  servers,  who  were  unacquaintedfwith 
also,  and  have  advanced  in  their  deve-  the  ovum  itself,  to  think  that  the  folli- 
lopment.  I  consider,  therefore,  that  cles  were  not  as  yet  opened.  I  forth-  ^ 
notwithstanding  the  intercurrcnce  of  with,  however,  became  fully  convinced 
copulation,  these  experiments  prove  the  that  the  opening  had  taken  place,  for 
inaependent  progress  of  development  of  I  found  the  five  ova  close  together, 
the  ova.  already  advanced  nearly  two  inches  in 

Another  observation  which  I  was  so  the  tube.     The  investigation  of  them 

fortunate  as  to  make,  shows,  however,  yielded  nothing  novel.    Their  condition 

still  more  decidedly,  how  independent  was  altogether  that  which  I  have  al- 

the  maturation  and  extrusion  of  the  ways  seen  in  ova  at  the  same  stage,  and 

ova  are  of  coition.  as  usual  perfectly  resembled  the  fully 

With  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  matured  ovarian  ova.  On  the  other 
point  to  which  the  seminal  fiuiopene-  hand,  I  sought  through  the  entire  length 
trated  in  the  bitch  immediately  m  the  of  the  tube,  down  to  the  ostium  uteri- 
act  of  coition,  I  obtained  a  strong  and  num,  for  spermatozoa,  without  success ;  ^ 
vigorous  young  one,  which  had  never  no  such  a  thing  was  to  be  seen  any- 
borne  young.  In  order  that  I  might  where,  and  I  devoted  so  much  time  and 
know  with  perfect  certainty  when  the  care  to  it,  that  I  venture  to  assert  posi- 
first  act  of  copulation  took  place,  I  kept  tively  that  the  seminal  fluid  had  not 
the  animal  about  me  in  my  house,  and  yet  penetrated  into  the  fallopian  tube, 
watched  it  closely.  At  the  beginning  On  the  following  mommg,  at  10 
of  June,  1843,  I  remarked  that  it  was  o'clock,  after  20  hours  therefore,  within 
about  to  be  "in  heat,' 'for  the  dogs  began  v^hich  time,  according  to  my  previous 
to  follow  her  about,  and  a  flow  of  blood  observations,  I  had  found  tnat  the 
took  place  from  the  vagina.  On  Fridav,  semen  can  reach  the  ovary,  I  had  the 
June  9th,  however,  the  animal  would  animal  killed.  The  right  ovary  also 
on  no  account  permit  coitus  to  take  exhibited  five  small  openings,  and  five 
place.  It  was  tnerefore  chained  up,  corpora  lutea  which  wete  more  ad- 
and  kept  strictly  isolated  until  mid-day  vanced  in  their  development  than  those 
on  Sunday.  At  three-quarters  past  of  the  opposite  ovary,  and  in  addition 
I  o'clock  on  that  day  I  again  brought  to  these  one  very  large  unopened 
a  dog  to  her,  and  she  then  for  the  first  Graafian  vesicle.  This  fallopian  tube 
time  received  the  male.  also  contained  five  ova,  which  had  ad- 

Immediately  afterwards  I  cut  out  the  vanced  more  than  half  way  down  it,  ^ 

left  uterus,  ovary,  and  fallopian  tube,  and  were  several  lines  distant  from  each 

closing  the  wound  by  suture.     I  first  other.    Three  of  them  were  perfectly 

examined  the  uterus,  and  found  it  quite  normal  in  condition,  and  very  like  those 

filled,  even  up  to  its  extreme  point,  of  yesterday.    Two,  however,  were  dis- 

with  lively-moving  spermatozoa.    My  tinctly  abnormal  and  abortive,  the  zona 

next  object  was  to  examine  the  tube,  being  indistinct ;  the  discus  proligerus 

in  order  to  see  whether  the  semen  had  very  incompletely  developed  ;  the  yolk 

already  penetrated  into  it  also ;  as  I  was  a  small  irregular  mass  of^  vitelline  gra- 

preparing  this,  and  laying  bare   the  nules.    I  now  also  found  spermatozoa 
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In  the  tube,  some  of  which  were  still  in  before  the  ova  are  extruded.    If  coitus 

motion,  but  they  had  only  penetrated  take  place  at  that  period,  the  semen  has 

about  three  lines  from  the  ostium  nte-  sufficient  time  to  penetrate  through  the 

rinum.    The  tube  did  not  contain  any  fallopian  tube  to  the  ovary,  and  this 

others  throughout  the  rest  of  its  extent,  can  take  place  in  the  dog  in  20  hours, 

neither  was  there  any  trace  of  them  as  my    preyious   observations    show, 

around  or  upon  the  ova,  so  that  the  Otherinaividual  animals  do  not  perhaps 

latter  were  certainly  not  yet  fecundated,  permit  the  act  until  a  later  period,  or 

I  consider  the  foregoine  investigation  the  opportunity  fails,  as  in  my  case, 

affords  irrefutable  proofthat  the  ova,  because  they  are  confined.    The  ova  in 

after  having  reachea  maturity,  quit  the  such  case  are  extrudednotwithstanding; 

ovary,  and  enter  the  fallopian  tube,  in-  they  may  also  still  become  fecundated 

dependently  of  all  influence  of  copula-  by  copulation  taking  place.     I   can- 

tion.    That  that  act  was  not  accom-  not    determine    with    precision    the 

plished  earlier  than  it  was  observed,  range  of  time  within  which  this  is  pos- 

may,  from  the  measures  adopted,  be  sible.     As,  however,  bitches  usually 

assumed    as  certain.     That  the  ova  receive  the  male  during  eight  days,  and 

might  have  been  extruded  during  and  as  the  first  more  precise  phenomenon 

in  consequence  of   coition  cannot  at  of  development  oi  the  ova,  viz.  the  di- 

all  be  assumed,  for  the  following  rea-  vision  of  the  yolk,  commences  in  the 

sons :  in  the  first  place,  it  is  certain  that  lowest  part  of  the  fallopian  tube,  where 

that  result  does  not  always  attend  the  thev  are  to  be  found  about  the  seventh 

act,  as  I  have  mvself  found  the  Graafian  and    eighth    day,   this    would   seem 

vesicles  still  closed  in  other  bitches  to  denote  the  limits  of  the  capacity  for 

after  they  had  received  the  male  several  fecundation  (hefruchtungMfdhtgkeit)  of 

times ;  and  in  the  second  place,  it  is  ova  in  the  dog. 

not  conceivable  that  the  ova  should  Since  I  gained  an  insight  into  these 

have  travelled  a  distance  of  two  inches  circumstances,  my  attention  has  been 

through  the  narrow  fallopian  tube  in  drawn  to  many  results  of  my  former 

the  short  space  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  experiments,  which  I  had  previously 

whilst  they  require  ahout  eight  days  to  valued  but  slightly,  and  put  a  different 

traverse  the  remaining  two  to  three  interpretation  upon.     I  was,  as  I  have 

inches  of  its  length.  said  before,  prepossessed  with  the  opi- 

If,  then,  in  this  instance,  the  ova  had  nion  that  coition  was  the  cause  of  ttie 

actually  left  the  ovary  quite  indepen-  extrusion  of  the  ova  from  the  ovary, 

dently  of  copulation ;  if  they  must  be  I  therefore,  like  all  my  predecessors, 

considered  to  have  reached  the  fallo-  always  calculated  from  the  first  act  of 

pian  tube  unfecundated,  and  to  have  copulation.    It  happened  accidentally 

remained  so  even  alter  20  hours ;  the  that  most  of  the  ammals  which  I  made 

next  question  is,  how  to  reconcile  this  use  of  especially  for  this  subject,  had 

with  my  previous  obserrations,  in  which  probably  received  the  male  before  the 

I  found  tne  Graafian  vesicles  to  be  still  ova  were  extruded.     But  I  now  find 

closed  in  bitches  6,  18,  !^  hours,  after  amongst  my  observations  several  in- 

the  first  coitus,  and  the  semen  to  have  stances  in  which  I  have  remarked  that, 

penetrated  through   the   entire  tube,  although  the  ova  were  found  in  the 

even  to  the  ovary.  upper  third  of  the  tube,  yet  1  saw  sper- 

The  solution  of  the  question  is  mani«  matOKoa  only  in  its  lower  part.    Wnen 

festly  this ;  that  the  ova,  when  once  once,  however,  I  became  acquainted 

matured,  have  a  certain  scope  afforded  with  the  fact  ihfX  they  might  advance 

both  as  to  time  and  place  for  tneir  fecun-  through  the  entire  length  of  the  tube, 

dation.    It  depends,  as  it  would  seem,  I   thought   I   must  have  overlooked 

upon  the  individuality  of  the  animal,  them  in  the  upper  portion  in  the  above 

anduponthe'opportunity,a8  to  whether  instances,  perhaps  because  they  were 

coitus  be  permitted  and  accomplished  few  in  number,  or  I  had  not  been  suffi- 

when  the  ova  are  still  in  the  ovary,  or  ciently  careful,  and  so  on.    But  I  am 

when  they  are  already  extruded  and  now  convinced  that  such  were  instances 
have  reached  the  fallopian  tube.     If    in  which  the  ova  had  passed  out  before 

the  natural  habits  of  the  animal  are  coitus  bad  taken  place,  and  the  seminal 

not  interfered  with,  and  the  opportu-  fluid  had  time  to  advance  higher  up 

nity  for  copulation  be  free,  it  appears  into  the  tube.    As  a  rule,  I  have  also 
that  the  sexual  impulse  manifests  itself    seen  spermatozoa  upon  the  ova  in  the 
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lover  third  o{  the  tube  only;  more  sow  was  "atbeat^'on  the123dof  Ji]tie» 

rarely  in  the  parts  above.  but  was  not  admitted  Co  the  boar.     It 

With  respect  to  rabbits,  <in  which  was  agmn  ''at  heat"  on  the  9ch  of 

animal  we  cannot  ascertain  the  pre-  July,  and  would  have  received  the  matci 

sence  of  "  the  heat"  so  precisely  as  in  but  was  not  allowed.     On  the  12th 

the  bitch,)  when  the  doe  receives  the  coitus  was  permitted,  and  the  animal 

male,  it  seems  that,  in  general,  the  ova  was  opened  twenty  minutes  afterwards, 

are  not  extruded  before  the  semen  has  The  left  ovarv  eshibited  five  nature 

had  time  to  reach  the  ovary,  for  which,  Graafian  vesicles,  which  had  not  bunt, 

according  to  Barry  and  myself,  nine  or  and  six  coipora  lutea ;  the  right  also 

ten  hours  are  required.     In  rabbits  I  presented   five   mature  vesicln,   and 

Have  also  always  found  spermatozoa  three  corpora  lutea.    Hausmann  is  of 

upon  the  ova  in  the  upper  third  of  the  opinion  that  these  corpora  lutea  owed 

tube ;  in  them,  also,  the  division  of  the  tBeir  origin  to  the  animal  being  **  at 

yolk  commences  higher  up  in  the  tube,  heat"  on  the  23d  of  June, 
and  probably,  therefore,  the  scope  for       With  respect  to  the  sheep,  Haus* 

the  capacity  fbr  fecundation  of  the  ova  mann  says  (1.  c.  p.  94)  i^**  When  the 

is  much  shorter  than  in  the  dog.  sheep  does  not  receive  the  male,  or  Is 

It  follows,  then,  from  all  the  fore^  not  impregnated,  no  Graafian  vesicle 

going,  that  the  mode  of  calculating  the  bursts ;    yet  it  seems  that,  after  fre- 

timeof  the  extrusion  of  the  ova,  ae-  ouently  returning  and  unsatiated  sexual 

cording  to  the  first  act  of  coition,  and  desire,  a  Graafian  vesicle  does  burst ; 

which  has  been  hitherto  universally  after  which  an  imperfectly  developed 

the  custom,    is  altogether  uncertain,  corpus  luteum  forms."  And  in  Exp.  56, 

and  can  only,  in  a  measure,  approach  p.  95,  he  found  close  to  a  corpus  lu* 

to  correctness  (annahernfigsweise.)  teum,  in  the  left  ovary  of  a  sheep  which 

If  then,  according  to  this,  itbecer-  was  then  "at  heat,"  and  which  had 
tain  that  the  ova  may  quit  the  ovair  also  copulated,  another  such  body,  less 
previous  to  coition,  and  enter  the  hir  perfectly  formed,  which  he  himself 
lopian  tube,  so  there  can  be  no  doubt  considers  to  be  a  proof  "that  a  Graafian 
but  that  this  also  takes  place,  when  the  vesicle  may  at  times  open  without  co- 
act  of  coition  is  not  eflfected  at  all,  in  pulation."  In  exp.58,  p.  96,  he  farther 
which  case,  however,  the  ova  of  course  states,  that  a  corpus  luteum  was  found 
abort.  But  very  few  data  are  to  be  on  the  ovary,  near  to  a  Graafian  vesicle 
found  in  previous  authors  which  bear  which  had  burst  as  the  result  of  former 
upon  this  point,  and  those  naturally  do  coitus,  '*  although  the  sheep  had  not 
not  refer  to  the  ovum,  but  to  the  received  the  male,  but  had  several 
Graafian  vesicle  and  corpora  lutea.  times  been  '  at  heat.' " 

According  to  Kuhlemann  (Observat.  [To  be  contiiraed.] 

guied.  circa  negot  generationis,  p.  15,  

£picrisis),   in   sheep  which  are  "  at  ^g^ 

K'ori  r^?»fnu1^^£         purpura  hemorrhagica. 
no  Graafian  vesicles  burst,  and  no  cor-       paoBASLY  arising  from  variolous 
pora  lutea  form ;  at  least  he  signifies  contagion. 

that  such  only  occurs  as  an  exception.  Bt  N.  Adams,  Blsa.  Baiudiory. 

Some  experiments  of   Hausmann's         (7br  the  London  Medieai  Ga^etieJ, 

unfortunately   have  not  that  demon-  

strative  force  which  (bey  would  have  J.  S.,  a  farmer,  residing  in  a  healthy 

possessed,  had  not  the  author  slighted  district  of  the  country,  of  a  sound  oon- 

and  denied  the  existence  of  the  ova-  stitution  and  sober  habits,  about  25 

rian  ovum.     A  bitch  was  "at  heat"  ^earsold,  was  engaged  with  his  servants 

from  the  29th  of  October  until  the  4th  m  cutting  hav  on  the  3d  of  July, 

of  November;  coitus,  however,  was  not  although  he  did  not  feel  altogether 

permitted.     On  being  killed  at  that  well.     Next  day  he  was  seized  with 

date,  the  ovaries  presented  '*  Graafian  nausea,  general  uneasiness,  and  other 

vesicles,  which  had  the  appearance  of  feelings,  which  he  fancied  might  be 

coi*pora  lutea,  but  exhibited  no  point  ihe  preliminary  symptoms  of  an  attack 

of  rupture,  contained  a  limpid  fluid  but  of  small-pox,  as  he  htid  been  visited 

no  ovum."  (1.  c.  p.  73,  cxp.  25.)     In  about  three  weeks  previous  by  a  sister* 

another  experiment  (p.  87»exp.  41)  a  who  had  just  recovered  from  the  dis- 
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ease  in  Us  oaodified  fona.     He  was  red  or  livid  colour  $  nuBiePoos  stigmata 

.Gon^rmed  in  this  opinion  next  day  by  and  vibices  on  tl)e  other  parts  of  the 

r^iaarking  some  purple  spots  on  his  body ;    mach  jactitation  and  painful 

Uoihs :  be  took  some  openinff  medicine,  singultos,  for  which  an  opium  pill,  and 

and  confined  himself  to  bed  in  a  well  a  mixture  with  creasote,  were  (ordered, 

ventilated  room.  Sago,  seasoned  with  brandy,  to  be  of- 

I  saw  him  for  the  first  time  on  ^e  fered  to  him  occasionally,  and  a  stronj^ 

6th,  at  which  time  his  face  was  pufi^,  solution  of  quinine  to  be  had  in  readi- 

especially  his  lips ;   his  eyes  deeply  ness,  to  be  given  if  the  hiccup  should 

eoehymosed ;   the  whole  body  rather  settle.    The  gums  to  be  washed  with  a 

swollen,  but  not  so  as  to  pit  upon  solution  of  alum, 

pressure ;   purple  spots  on  his  limbs.  At  8  p.m.,  the  weakness,  and  all  the 

and  large  vibices   on   the  neck,  es-  other  bad  symptomSygreatly  aggravated; 

pecially  behind,  all  the  lower  part  of  the  aineultus  had  at  first  been  stopped,  but. 

abdomen  being  covered  with  the  same,  bad  returned  of  late ;  puke  at  the  arm 

His  pulse  was  from  100  to  10^,  soft,  full,  scarce  perceptible;   alvine  discharges 

and  undulating ;   his  tongue  swollen,  like  tar,  those  from  the  bladder  of  pure 

and  a  white  rim  running  along  his  blood;    the   extremities  losing  tneir 

gums  close  to  the  teeth.     The  urine  heat;   great  sinking,   and  muttering 

•was  of  a  dark  yellow  colour,  but  did  delirium,   when  left  to  himself;   the 

not  stain  a  piece  of  linen  dipped  in  it.  colour  of  the  body  inclining  to  a  dark 

I  bled  him  to  the  amount  of  ten  ounces :  green  in  many  places ;   no  appearance 

the  blood  was  sizy,  but  its  coagulum  of  vesicles,  pustules,  or  papulee ;    tlie 

loose,     A   solution   of  carbonate  of  eruption  no  where  elevated  above  the 

potass  with  lemon-juice  to  be  adminis-  surface ;  the  eyelids,  as  well  as  the  eyes 

iered  frequently,  and  vj.  gr.  of  calomel,  themselves,  w,ere  ecchymosed,  and  there 

with  viij.  gr.  of  Hydrargyrum  c.  Creta,  were  a  few  stigmata  an  the  forehead, 

to  be  given  next  morning*  but  no  discolouration  of  the  rest  of  the 

On  the  7tb,  the  purple  blotches  much  faee.  Brandy  to  be  given  md  libitum^ 
extended,  the  lower  part  of  the  abdo-  He  died  at  U  o'clock,  P.M.,  that  is  to 
men  in  particular  being  altogether  say,  about  five  days  after  the  com- 
of  a  dark  purple  colour,  and  the  back  mencement  of  the  attack, 
thickly  marbled  with  vibices  and  purple  The  disease  described  above  is  so 
spots ;  stigmata  on  the  arms  and  legs,  uncommon  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
but  less  marked  than  on  the  trunk;  that  although  I  have  now  been  in  pretty 
there  had  been  considerable  oozing  of  extensive  practice  in  it  for  more  than 
blood  from  the  gums,  and  from  the  twenty-five  years,  I  have  never  seen 
orifice  made  in  ihe  arm;  the  ecchymosis  nor  heard  of  any  case  exactly  similar. 
on  his  eye  enlarged,  and  of  a  darker  I  have  met,  indeed,  with  cases  of  pur^ 
colour  I  impulse  pf  the  heart  preter-  pura  fntmorrlmgica,  but  with  none 
naturally  great  i  throbbing  of  the  arte^  possessing  the  aggravated  form  of  the 
ries  in  the  epigastrium  and  neck ;  no  present  case,  nor  under  circumstances 
delirium ;  the  urine  darkish  and  turbid,  rendering  it  so  difficult  to  account  for 
deposited  little  sediment,  but  upon  the  its  spontaneous  development  in  the 
application  of  heat  some  small  eoagula  system.  In  the  absence,  then,  of  any 
floated  in  the  water;  it  still  did  not  stain  other  ima^nary  cause  to  account  for 
a  piece  of  linen  cloth;  pulse  120,  soft  its  generation  in  the  present  instance, 
and  feeble.  The  opening  medicines  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it  to  have  been 
having  produced  little  effect,  vj.  grs*  connected  with  the  contaffion  of  small- 
more  of  calomel,  and  i  os.  castor  oil,  pox,  to  which,  as  stated  above,  the 
were  directed  to  be  given.  A  draught,  patient  had  been  exposed  some  weeks 
eompos^d  of  lemon-peel  and  cream  of  previous  to  the  attack.  What  confirms 
tartar,  to  be  administered  «d  likitum.  me  verjr  much  in  this  supposition  is 

On  the  8th,  at  nooui  debility  matly  the  similarity  of  the  symptoms  to  those 

increased  ;  pulse  120,  soft  and  feeble;  of  a  certain  anomalous  type  of  small- 

the  disohari^es  from  the  bowels  con-  pox  described  by  some  of  the  older 

sisting  principally  of  blood;  the  urine  writers  on  that  disease.    For  example, 

also  reported   to   be    bloody ;   slight  the  following  history   of  small-pox, 

oozing  of  blood  from  the  gums  and  relatedby  Morton,  bears  a  very  striking 

arm ;  the  greater  part  of  the  hack,  and  lesemblance  to  the  case  given  above, 

the  whole  of  the  abdooien,  of  a  dark  *<  tiUioria  39.— Martha  Meade,  an- 
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ciila,  duodeviginti  annos  nata,  die  24  confess  that  a  bloody  urine  and  purple 

Januarii,  169l,  derepent^  cephalalgia  spots,  which  are  the  most  certain  fore- 

et  lumbagioe  immani  corripiebatur.***  runners  of  death,  sometimes  happen, 

Die  morbi  tertio,  mensis  nimiram  27.  when  there  is  scarce  any  sign  appear- 

Pharmacopola  accersitns,  post  bolum  ing  of  the  small-pox,  or  but  very  few 

nescio  ouem  prcecedenti  nocte  ezhibi-  pustules  coming  out ; .  and  as  these  ge- 

turn,  nulla  efflorescentia  in  cute  se  pro-  nerally   accompanied    the    pox    that 

dente,  audacter  a  vena  cubiti  5xiT.  yel  fluxed  most,  so  now  and  then  the^  in- 

xvi.  sanguinis  eduzit,  qui  cum  impetu  vaded  so  very  early,  that  they  killed 

exsiliebat,  at(]ue  nuUotenus  rheumatici  the  patient  before  the  full  eruption." — 

sanguinis  ad  instar,  concrescebat,  fibris  Works  translated  by  Pechy^  page  406 ; 

penitus  privatus.     Die  morbi  q^uarto  see  GreenhilPs  edit,  page  SSS. 

mane  ego  accersitus  animadverti  uni-  The  same  symptoms,  namely,  purple 

.  versam  cutem  efflorescentia  continua  et  spots  and  discnarges  of  blood,  are  also 

plana  intense   rubra,    nou    scarlatina  mentioned  at  page  128  of  the  latter 

veriim  levi  et  piano  erysipelate  per-  edition.    Heberden  gives  the  following 

fusam,  maculis  rubris   minoribus,    et  account  of  this  complication  of  smalK 

nigris   majoribus    ubique    per   totum  pox:— "That  very  formidable  symp- 

pectus  sparsis.     Urinam  insuper  aegra  torn,  bloody  urine,  has  come  on  about 

reddidit  copiose   et   frequenter  atque  the  fifth  day  from  the  first  sickness ; 

sinceri  sanguinis  ad  instar  intense  ru-  the    eruption    in  the   meantime   has 

brum.  Dormiebat  qui^em  quadantenus,  hardly  risen    above  the  skin,  chiefly 

verCim   oppressa   et    languida,    atque  shewing  itself  in    purple   spots  and. 

pulsu  tremulo  et  inordinato  laborans,  blotches,    and    resembling   variolous 

sese  plurimum  et  peene  perpetua  jacta-  pimples  only  on  very  few  places.    The 

bat.  *  •  *  Sub  finem  qumti  diei  morbi,  stools  are  likewise  bloody ;  the  very 

sanguine  confertim  a  bronchiis  exili-  tears  have  been  like  lotura  camiam ; 

ente  suffocata  periit  labiis  et  manibus  and  if  a  small  scratch  has  anywhere 

(uti  in  confluentibus  variolis  plerumque  been  made  in  the  skin,  the  blood  has 

contingit),  quadantenus  ab  inani  natu-  for  many  hours  continued  to  come  out, 

rse  nisu  tumefactis.    Cadavere  inspecto  and  has  hardly  been  stopped.     This 

cutem  deprehendi  (visu  horrendum  !)  hopeless  state  has  been  terminated  by 

ubique    pian^    nigricantem,    proximo  death  in  three  or  four  days  after  the 

autem  die   colore    ceeruleo   imbutam,  eruption ;  nor  have  I  known  one  ex- 

qualem  colorem  etiam   omnia    lintea  ception."— Comment.  2d  edit.  p.  440. 

sanguine  conspurcata.    Aquee  sapona-  This  is  not  the  place  for  entering  at 

ceae  primiim  immersa  plan^  exnibe-  length  upon  the  ancient  history  of  this 

bant,  ac  si  fuissent  arte  tincta,  quee  variety  of  small-pox ;  but  I  may  briefly 

labes  baud  facile  delabetur.    Tan  turn  mention,  that  the  green  and  black  va- 

valet  hocce  venenum,  uti  ad  dicM^y  per-  rieties  of  small-pox,  characterised  by 

venit  in  humanum  ipsorum  crasi  im-  dark-green  or  purple  spots,  and  bloody 

mutanda." — Hist.  Variol,  Var,  xi.  39.  urine,  are  described  by  Rhases  {Cont. 

In  another  place  the  same  author  ob-  420,  2  and  4),  and  by  Avicenna  (ii.  1, 

serves : — "  Malignse  enim  hsmorrha-  3,  6.)    These  descriptions  of  this  ma* 

giee  a  soluta  sanguinis  crasi  et  colan-  lignant  variety  of  small-pox  agree  so 

tium  glandularum  eo  spirituum  Ian-  well  with  the  symptoms  of  the  case 

giiorem  laxitate  per  9Awiihitnr  ex  intes-  which  I  have  related,  that  it  is  impos- 

tinis,  renibus,  naribum,  nonnunquam  sible  not  to  entertain  a  strong  suspi- 

ex  ocnlis,  auribus,  dentium  alveolis,  cion,  at  least,  considering  the  circum- 

*  qua  porta  datur*  equ^  ac  ^  vasis  ute-  stances  und^  which  it  occurred,  that 

rinis  instar  loturee  caminm  ubique  per-  the  latter  must  have  originated  in  va- 

fusissim^  scaturiunt,  earumque  pree-  riolous  contagion ;   and  if  so,  it  is  a 

nunciee  sunt  petechia  frecjuentissimie.  proof  (as  both  the  subject  of  it,  and  his 

Maculs   purpure®   et    nigree   quales  sister,  from  whom  he  must  have  con- 

peste  correptis  paulo  ante  obitum  acci-  tracted  the  disease,  had  been  vacci- 

dunt,  qus  pari  passu  cum  hoemorrha-  nated  in  infancy),  that  small-pox  after 

giis  cum  quibus  conjunguntur,  numero  vaccination  will  sometimes  assume  its 

et  magnitudine,  unaquaque  pseni  hora  most  malignant  formsi    It  is  deserving 

auG^ntur  vel  diminuuntur.'* — lb,  viii.  of  remark,  that  no  more  cases  of  small- 

Sydenham  briefly  mentions  the  com-  pox  occurred  in  the  family,  or  in  the 

plication  of  purpura  with  small-pox  in  neighbourhood.    I  took  care,  however, 

the    following   passage :— "  We   must  to  have  every  person  re-vaccinated  who 
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had  come  in  contact  with  the  patient  The  constant  effects  of  these  poisonB, 

during  his  illness,  and  to  have  the  bed-  when  given  to  strong  and  healthy  ani- 

room  and  adjoining  apartments  pro-  mals,  were,— an  apparent  giddiness ;  a 

perly  fumigated.  staggering  walk;   an  effort  to  vomit; 

[We  have  met  with,  in  the  instance  ^*^?  »5*°1?^  *^e?  generally  fell,  was  con- 
of  scarlatina,  the  bloody  urine  alluded  ▼uwed  foamed  at  the  mouth,  made 
to  by  our  correspondent,  Mr.  Adams,  the  ST^?*  ^^^l^  »*  respiration,  shneked,  and 
learned  translator  of  the  seven  books  of  ^Jf^'  "^^^  *  ^'^^°?  convulsive  action  of 
Paulus  JEgineta.— Ed.  Gaz.]  »"  ^"f  muscles  of  the  body;  the  eyes 
Banchory,  Dec.  30, 1844.  ^^^9^  J  ^^^  ^™^^  ^ere  extended  and 
^ the  bladder  and  rectum  emptied.  When, 

POISONING  BY  PRUSSIC  ACID.  however,  the  animal  had  been  previ- 

ously  exhausted,  either  by  bleeding  or 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,  want  of  food,  death  took  place  for  the 

Sir  most  part  quietly,  without  much  strug- 

At  this  time,  when  public  attention  is    ^%?!^^JJ'^t » .     u   *u  -j 

again  drawn  to  a  supposed  case  of  poi-  ,ul"  ^?*ff  °f  P^l^"'",?''^*'"^ -"^  m' 

o^.%;n».  K^  «^*.iooiA  0/5J   «!.  o/>mi>  r.«V^f  there  is  always  a  smell  of  prussic  acid 

r^ttnS  iria^nri^rto  l'^att  ''*'*"  h  "^'^^^ 

place  to  refer  ve^  briefly  to  some  ex-  TT^  TV  "'V^'  "'   '*""*'  ^J?l  °^*' 

perimenU  in  which  I  have  been  en.  feath-This,  f  presume,  must  be  owing 

gaged,  withthe  view  of  ascertaining  the  !L  JLu      S-  ^  »he  gastnc  jmce  upon 

S&tive  poisonous  properties   of* the  ^t.^L^H^'^'^h^^ a        ""^^  "'•^^T' 

cyanides^^nd  of  de£r.Sining  whether  t«r  ^^.1'  TiMT'L'iT  t^^l^^u 
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inquiries  I  hope  to  be  iKsrmitted  to  de-  '        your  obedient  servant, 

tail  tn  a  future  communication.  *  ""*  H^   1„         vr  p 

As  fer  as    my    examinations  have  Uctu«r  <m  SJiSS^ "Th«  Mrtic.! 

hitherto  gone,  I  am  led  to  believe,  that  School  of  the  London  HospitaU 

when   we  except    prussic    acid    of    a  la,  Tredegar  Square,  Bow  Road, 

strength  of  4  per  cent.,  cyanide  of  po-  ^^'  *»  !***• 

tassium  is  the  most  virulent  and  active  

of  all  the  comiwunds  into  which  cya-  practical  remarks 
nogen  enters:    it   is,  morover,  a  salt 

which  is  very  readily  procured,  inas-  ^^  ''«"  ^^''"'  ^'  '"«  operation  of 

much  as  it  is  kept  by  almostevery  drug-  PERFORATING  THE  WALL  OF  THE 

gist  for  the  extemporaneous  manufac-  CHEST  INTO  A  TUBERCULAR 

ture  of  prussic  acid.                       *  CAVITY, 

Five  grains  of  this  salt  dissolved  in 
two  dracnms  of  water,  and  ^ven  to  a 
middle-sized  dog,  occasionea  death  in 

about  seven  minutes,  producing  all  the  ^'*  Commente  on  the  Case  of  J.  G. 

symptoms  of  poisoning  by  hydrocyanic  ^^  ^^  q.  Hocken,  M.D. 

acid :  and  when  it  was  given  m  Wr  ^  ^^^  3,^^^^^  ^^^^  ,^^          ^ 

doses  its  action  became  the  more  speedy.  ' 

For  instance,  in  one  experiment  I  gave  [Concluded  from  p.  485.] 

half  a  drachm,  in  solution,  to  a  spaniel,  

and  before  I  had  time  to  release  the  The  importance  of  placing  the  disease 

animal  its  effects  had  commenced ;  in  in  a  state  of  rest  may  be  gathered  from 

13  seconds  the  doe  fell ;  and  in  32  it  what  we  observe  in  other  parts  of  the 

lay  apparently  dead.    There  were  from  body.    Affections  which  are  in  their 

that  time  no  further  convulsions  ;*re-  nature  readily  curable,  even  by  the  un- 

flex  action  had  for  the  most  part  ceased ;  aided  vii  medicatrix  naturce^  will  con- 

the  eye  could  be  touched  without  the  tinue  and  increase  for  an  indefinite 

lid  winking,  and  the  sphincters  had  period  if  they  happen  to  occur  in  parts 

relaxed.   Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  exposed  to  constant  disturbance,  and 

heart  continued  to  beat  for  six  minutes,  will  at  the  same  time  set  up  severe  con- 

and  in  many  instances  I  have  known  stitutional  and  local  distress.    I  may 

it  pulsate  between  8  and  12  minutes  instance  abscesses  and  fistuls  in  and 

after  life  had  apparently  terminated.  around  the  sphincter  ani,  which  are 
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kept  in  a  state  of  diatarbance  from  the  what  I  have  already  popoanded,  kias- 
actions  of  the  sphircterr  and  which  set  much  as  I  do  not  attnbnte  the  slightest 
up  a  local  and  cooBtitutional  irritation  share  of  an^  irritating  action  to  the  air 
very  similar  in  kindy  though  less  in  itself  entering  or  leaving  the  cavity» 
degree,  to  the  phthisical  vomica  and  and  have  already  shewn  that  free  ex- 
oavem  of  the  lung.  The  surgeon  cures  posure  to  the  air  is  the  best  plan  for 
these  diseases  l^  freely  dividing  the  curing  other  diseases  similarly  eircuni- 
mnsck  by  an  incisioa  from,  the  fistula,  staneed,  still  I  believe,  that,  acting  on 
into  the  bowel;  and  in  consequence  them,  he  would  necessarily  arrive  at  the 
lays  open  the  sariaees  in  a  state  of  same  practical  conclusions.  The  opera- 
irritation,  and  sets  them  at  rest  by  tion  of  perforating  the  cavitv,  also, 
paralysing  the  muscle  for  the  time.  would  by  no  means  alter  the  relation  of 

The  practical  inference  I  have  drawn,  its  surfaces  to  the  mere  atmospheric  air. 
from  these  opinions  is,  that  it  is  ol  To  what  class  of  phthisical  patients 
little  consequence  at  what  part  of  the  is  the  operation  applicable  P  Mj  ex- 
cavern  the  opening  be  made  from  with»  periments  withnapntha  have  convinced 
out  inwards^  i^ovided  that  a  free  com-  me  that  the  remedy,  as  a  general  rule 
iofunicatioa  be  insured  i  and  that  there«-  C^th  the  exception  of  smaH  cavities  is 
fore  it  will  not  always  be  necessary  ta  that  form  of  phthisis  where  limited 
select  the  most  depending  situation,  crops  of  tubercles  form,  beeomesoftened, 
but  that  spot  where  the  disease  reaches  and  are  expelled  before  a  fresh  crop  are 
nearest  to  the  surfiace,  and  is  otherwise  again  deposited)  is  incapable  of  pro* 
most  favourably  situate  fm  the  operas  ducing  a  cure;  and  henee  we  most 
tion.  If  the  opening  has  been  made  in  look  to  some  other  pfam  of  treatment  in 
the  most  depending  position  there  is  &  caverns  to  assist  its  beneficial  aetnon, 
danger  of  the  upper  part  of  the  cavity  and  place  the  parts  in  a  condition 
being  cut  off  from  the  lower  (with  admitting  of  cicatrization.  Butalthough 
whicn  only  a  communication  exists)  bv  the  majority  of  phthisical  cavities  am 
a  process  of  eollapse  and  healing,  such  incurable  by  any  medical  treatment,  it 
as  is  evidently  going  on  in  t^  case  of  will  be  found  that  only  a  eertain  nnm- 
J.  G.  f  especialfy  if  the  cavity  be  a  ber  of  cases  are  adapted  for  the  per- 
multilocularone:  if,  however,  the  tube  fbrmance  of  the  operation  under  cen- 
be  introduced  sufficiently  high,  through  sideration;  and  these  only  under  eer- 
the  chest,  to  keep  up  a  communication  tain  conditions.  In  extending  the 
with  the  upper  part  of  the  cavitjr,  there  benefits  of  the  operation  to  others  it 
will  be  no  sucn  danger,  but  it  will  will  be  as  well  to  consider  in  order  the 
insure  an  obliteration  in  the  first  in-  cases  which  are,,  and  which  are  not, 
stance  of  its  lower  part,  extending  from  like^  to  be  benefitted  by  its  per- 
below  upwards ;  and  thus  keep  up  the  fbrmance; 

commumcatipn  as  long  as  it  is  either  In  the  first  instance,  we  must  exclude 

necessary  or  desirable.  all  the  forms  of  acute  phthkis— either 

Dr.  Hastings,  in  his  report  of  the  where  the  symptoms  are  from  the  first 

case  of  J.  G.,  states,  "  that  for  a  con-  rapid  or  severe,  or  where  a  large  depo- 

siderable  period  I  had  come  to  the  con-  sition  of  tuberde  in  the  lungs  becomes 

elusion  that   the  great   difficulty   of  suddenlv  and  completely  softened  and 

curing  phthisis   in  the  latter   stage>  expeilea — the  lun^  in  either  instance 

arises  not  so  much  from  any  obstacle  becoming  quickly  riddledwith  cavities, 

that  the  nature  of  the  disease  offers  to  and  the  vital  powers  giving  way  from 

the  healing  process,  as  to  the  distension  the   intensity  of    the    constitutional 

and  contraction  which  the  sides  of  the  irritation. 

cavity  continually  undergo  from  respi^  In  the  more  chronic  varieties  the 

ration."    •    •    •♦The  primary  object  operation  is  but  little  adapted  to  small 

Dr.  Bany  had  in  view  was  the- die*  or  moderate-sized  caverns,  unless  they 

charge  or  the  fluid  within  the  cavity ;  are  seated  very  superficially,  are  ad- 

the  removal  of  the  cause  of  the  secre-  herent  to  the  thoracic  wall,  and  are 

tion  was  my  aim."     •    •    "The^er-  increasing^  in  siae  in  defiunoe  of  the 

sistence  and  augmentation"  [of  cavities]  most  carefal  and  continued  medical 

•*  result,  I  believe,  as  before  stated,  from-  treatment,  especially  if  they  do  not 

the  distending  and  irritating  efiects  of  gire  rise  to  much  constitntaonal  dis- 

the  air  within  the  cavity."*  turbance.    It  is  chiefly  in  large  cities. 

Although  these   views  diflfer   from  where  their  progress  has  bcwen  rfow, 

i" MSD.GAZBTTB, p. 37», Dec  awb,  1844.  where  there  can  be  mx  doubt  o0  firm 
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pletiml   adhesionsy  and  where   their  am  eonvinced  that  much  depends  on 

waUs  have  hecome  identified  with  the  the  state  of  health  in  which  the  patient 

walls  of  the  chest^being  situate  yery  is  at  the  time  of  the  opening  being 

superficially—that  the  operation  will  made.    The  most  favourable  time  for 

be  performed  with  the  best  chaoce  of  operating  will  be  when  it  is  clear  that 

success,  and  under  the  most  favoorttble  no  medical  treatment  ean  benefit — the 

cireumstanees.  disease  advancing  so  as  to  threatea 

It  18  necessary  also  to  consider  whe-*  death  at  no  distant  period— and  where 

ther  the  operation  will  be  applicable  sufiieient  vigour  is  retained  to  bear, 

to  cases  where  more  than  one  cavern  and  triumphantly  overcome,  its  shock, 

exists,  or  where  they  exist  in  both  and  depresssing  influence. 

lungs.     Provided  it  were  satisfactorily  The  practised  auscultator  will  find 

made  out.  that  only  two  caverns  (fa*  little  difficulty  in  determining  whether 

vourable  in  their  nature,  as   I  have  the  case  be  one  fitted  for  operation  i 

already  explained)  existed  in  one  lung,  and  first,  whether  there  be  more  than 

or  one  in  each,  or  even  one  in  one  lung  one  cavity  in  the  lung,  its  size  and 

and  two  in  the  other,  it  would  not  relations,  the  stage  it  has  reached,  the 

denrive  the  patient  of  all  cbiuiee,.  pso*  contents,  the  conditions  of  its  waUs,  as 

vioed  be  possessed  sufficient  eoastitu-  well  as  the  probable  connexion  which 

tional  power  to  bear  the  shock  of  the  exists  with   the    bronchi*-*a8  far,  at 

operations  and  the  subsequent  effects,  least,  as  it  is  possible  to  determine 

In  soch  eases  it  would  probably  be  these  particulars  during  life.    If  there 

advisable  to  perform  them  at  the  same  be  two  caverns  in  one  lung,  the  signs 

time,  to  give  the  best  chance  of  comr  of  each  do  not  strictly  correspond.    I 

bating  the  immediate  ei&cts  by  re«  examined  a  patient  secently  in  order  to 

moving  the  phthisical  symptoms  wl^ch  ascertain  how  tar  the  case  was  adapted 

had  previously  oppressed  him.  for  the  operation,  who  had  come  to 

But  although  the  presence  of  more  town  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and 

than  one  cavity  would  not  deprive  a  who  was  most  urgently  desirous  that, 

sufficiently   vigorous   patient  of    all  al  all  hazards,  it  should  be  performed 

chance  of  ultimate  recovery,  yet  it  at  once.    Beneath  the  acromial  half  of 

would   doubtless   greatly  lessen  this  the  right  daviele  there  was  abundant 

chance ;  and  it  would  require  a  very  fi[urg]ing,  separated  by  a  distinct  boun- 

inature  deliberation,  and  a  considers-  oary  from  a  cavity  beneath  the  sternal 

tion  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  half  of  the  bone,  where  there  existed 

case»  before  the  medical  man  would  be  yery   powerful   superficial   cavernous 

justified  even    in  consenting   to    the  respiration,  and  complete  pectoriloquy,, 

wishes  of  the  patient,  much  less  of  without  any  moist  sounds.     A  very 

proposing  or  urging  operative   mea-  large  empty  cavern  existed  in  the  oppo^ 

sures.    We  must  remember  that  there  site  lung.    My  friends,  Dr.  Hastings 

is  no  choice  of  remedies ;  and  that  the  (whose  case  it  was)  and  Mr.  Storks, 

patient,  if  not  relieved  by  some  means  a^ed  with  me  that  it  would  be  inju- 

(and  the  operation,  in  our  present  state  dicioua  to  perform  the  operation  in 

of  knowledge,  holds  out  tiie  onlv  pos-  this  instance  tiU  its  value  had  been 

sible  chance),  will  most  inevitably  die.  more  fully  proved  in  less  un&vourable 

We  give  patients  a  chance  of  life  m  an  cases.    The  size  is  easily  determined, 

otherwise  incurable  stage  of  a  most  by  carefully  ascertaining   the    exact 

fatal  disease ;  and  that  b^  means  which,  mnits  over  which  the  si^ns  of  cavern 

at  all  events,  is  little  likely  to  hasten  can  be  heard.    The  relation  to- the  wait 

death,  if  it  does  not  prolong  it  or  pro-  of  the  chest  (which  is  a  matter  of  great 

duce  a  core,  and  which  is  far  from  importance)  can  be  ascertained  by  the 

being^  a  xery  painful  or  serious  matter,  characters,  of  the  signs.    If  in  imme« 

even  if  two  or  three  openings  have  to  diaie  connexion,  the  sounds  are  loud, 

be  made.  very  superficial,  and  seem  to  pass  di•^ 

If  possible,  a  favourable  period  of  rectly  into  the  ear  of  the  auscultator 

the  year  should  be  selected  for  operat-  through  the  stethoscope.    If  lung  tis* 

pg»  yet  in  many  cases  it  will  be  found  sue  intervene,  the  sounds  are  distant, 

impossible  to  wait;  fi^r  either  the  pa-  much  less  powerful,  and  more  or  less 

tient  would  sink  previously,  or  be  in.  obscured.    Theifeextp<Mnt tobeascex^ 

too  reduced  a  state  of  health  to  en-  tained  is 

counter  the  shock  of  the  operation.    L  Tka  ^tn  qf  oih^r  or^«iWk«^As  pul- 
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monary  phthisis  is  often  to  be  regarded  size,  and  very  superficially  placed, 
but  as  a  part  of  "  a  g[reat  constitutional  Mr.  Storks  suggests  that  expansion  and 
disease/'  it  is  essential  to  be  well  in-  depression  of  the  intercostal  spaces 
formed  as  to  the  structural  integrity  of  over  a  cavity,  during  respiration,  can- 
other  important  organs.  Colliquative  not  take  place  without  adnesion  of  the 
diarrhosa  is  generally  to  be  regarded  as  pleural  surfaces.  The  spot  for  making 
an  indication  of  tubercular  disease  of  the  aperture  shoulif  therefore  be  deter- 
the  intestinal  mucous  membrane ;  but  minea  by  the  physical  signs,  and  by 
I  have  found  medicinal  naphtha  mostly  the  views  I  have  already  mentioned, 
capable  of  restraining  it,  and  hence  The  opening,  I  feel  convinced,  should 
should  not  regard  tne  operation  as  be  made  of  a  sufficient  size  to  introduce 
absolutely  contraindicating  the  opera-  at  the  time  of  the  operation  an  elastic- 
tion.  I  should,  however,  endeavour  to  enm  tube  of  about  half  an  inch  in 
cure  the  affection  previously,  and  fail-  diameter,  with  sufiiciently  large  aper- 
inff,  should  regard  it  as  very  unfavour-  tures  in  its  sides,  slightly  curved  at  its 
able*.  Tubercular  laryngeal  disease  extremitv,  and  about  two  inches  and  a 
would,  at  all  events,  require  a  separate  half  in  length.  A  drawing  of  such  a 
operation  for  its  cure,  and  hence  would,  tube  I  submitted  to  the  approbation  of 
in  most  cases,  detract  greatly  from  the  Mr.  Storks  in  the  case  of  J.  6.  As 
probability  of  ultimate  success.  Severe  tubes  of  this  kind  require  to  be  made 
neadache,  and  other  head  symptoms,  some  time  before  thev  will  retain  their 
should  lead  us  to  regard  ?rith  suspicion  shape,  the  surgeon  should  keep  a  sup- 
the  condition  of  the  brain,  and  we  must  ply  bv  him,  and  soften  that  wnich  he 
carefully  determine  previously  the  con-  intends  to  use  completely,  before  its  in- 
dition  of  the  heart.  Should  the  state  troduction,  by  retaining  it  about  24 
of  the  lung  be  very  favourable  for  hours  in  water  kept  at  about  100^  F. 
operation,  and  the  evidences  of  tuber-  is,  Bloomtbary  Square, 
cular  and  other  disease  exist  in  impor-  i>^c.  as,  ism. 
tant  onrans,  it  will  be  necessary  to 

calculate  carefully  the  probability  of  INFLUENCE  OF  THE  NERVES  ON 

such  disease  itself  occasioning  death,  SECRETION, 

and  the  time  the  patient  might  gain  — — 

even  if  it  ultimately  proved  fatal,  and,  7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  GazeUe. 

having  stated  our  candid  opinion  to  the  Sir, 

the'^iJhlS^oa  thrpSXSSoiSn  ^hk  other  half  of  the  fanctionB  of  the 

.fi£f.                                *^        °  nervous  system,  whichhas  hitherto  been 

It  is  essenUal  that  firm  adhesions  ^^^1  ¥' «"»  '^  '''^  calculations  of 

should  exist  between  the  pleum  pul-  P*;?"??'??^?.'  S""?"'*?  "^.^r^Plily  "^ 


nimous  assertions  of  the  most  compe-  ^°^  ^"'^  crcmaoon  oi  me  nervous 

tent  authoriUest.  I  should  never  ^1^  S;"*l'£;:1.'Z™L!f .ffj'?' r'tS"^ 

afraid  to  recommend  theoperation  when  ??"S''{*  "  ^''^  i^pectas  that  of  the 

undoubted   evidence   existed   of    the  Wooa  through  Us  vessels.    There  is  no 

cavity  being  of  comparatively  large  rjlXuJd^tSl2iVt^e"^l.eU* 

•  •ni.rtM.orboweUftoniwhich  J.aiQSmd  Mncemany  of  our  most  esteemed  writers 

on  the  Mh  of  Decanbcr,  if  my  dteimilar  to  nave  found  themselves  unable  to  ac- 

tbat  prodactd  by  tabacninr  diMue  of  the  nra-  count  for  many  practical  facts,  except 

eoumcnbnne.   Mr  note  stue  that  tbcpatimt  __„„    „._v    .  '  \l_Il-^_  j    u   *^ 

comptoiiMd  of  |Mia  ud  neuimn id  theimo-  ^pon  such  a    supposition,  and  have 

choDdiwc  md  epinutric  nfttou,  foUowM^r  consequently  argued  upon  it  as  confi- 


^^S!v^^S:S:iJSSf^n!^,}iS:^  Uty  of  the  nervons  influence  with  elec- 

•ccoont  of  this  attack  M  m  oondeBMl  and  imper-  tricity,  and  Bome  Striking  facts  have 

SSTUSftotiS^S^^  been  recorded;  it  is  a  point,  however. 

SSdkM  to  wbicb  tfce  paticBt  u  liable.   J^^^  which  may  safely  be  left  open  to  future 

t  «  Loals  BB5»,  -  IfUiere  ^m  no  adheaiou,  inquiry,  because  the  knowledge  of  the 

SSSfSlSTiSfair'aiSrSi^^  preci^^natmeofthenervourSiidUof 

MMifuyUnl'^^^iran.  p. »«.  ««>  ■»<>'«  importance,  as  far  as  the  ascer- 
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taining  the  various  directions  in  which  and  last  point  to  be  noted  is,  that  all 
it  flows,  than  the  knowledge  of  the  nerves  except  those  of  the  spinal  senses 
exact  composition  of  the  blooa  is  to  the  terminate  in  loops.    Now  what  are  these 
examination  of  the  course  which  it  loops,  and  how  are  they  formed,  be* 
takes  through  the  arteries  and  veins,  comes  an  exceedingly  interesting  ques- 
Neither  is  it  of  any  consequence  to  de-  tion.    It  is  not  easy  to  imagine  they 
termine  whether  nerves,  so  fine  and  can  be  formed  bv  the  ultimate  filaments 
delicate,  that  it  is  computed  that  32,000  being  bent  back  upon  themselves,  be- 
are  bound  up  in  one  cord  no  larger  than  cause  if  they  were  so  reflected  and  pro- 
a  coarse  thread,  be  tubular  or  filiform,  longed  even  as  far  as  the  spinal  marrow, 
since,  if  the  nervous  fluid  be  at  all  the  reflected  portions,  for  reasons  al- 
anaiogous  to  electricity  (which  it  cer-  ready  mentioned,  could  not  answer  any 
tainlv  is),  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  useful  purpose,  and  in  the  case  of  nerves 
capability  of  flowing  alon^  an  appro-  of  special  sensation  it  is  quite  certain 
pnate  conductor,  be  it  solia  or  hollow,  that  the  termination  in  loops  is  not  neces- 
it  is  sufficient  for  my  present  purpose  sary  to  the  most  exquisite  perfection  of 
of  describing  the  course  of  the  circu-  their  function,   since  we  cannot  con- 
lation  of  the  nervous  system,  to  point  ceive  any  thing  more  delicate  than  their 
out,   by  referring  to  tne  well-known  sensibility,  and  yet  their  extremities 
properties  of   the  diflerent   kinds  of  are  not  so  disposed.     It  is  fair  also  to 
nerves,  in  what  direction  they  are  quali-  presume    that  loops  cannot  be  more 
fled  to  conduct  any  fluid  that  may  be  essential  to  the  anterior  nerves  in  the 
supplied  to  them  by  the  brain ;  pre-  performance  of  their  office,  than  they 
cisely  as  it  was  for  that  of  the  famous  are  to  the  posterior  nerves ;   it  is  safe, 
Harvey,  just  200  years  ago,  to  show,  by  therefore,  to  conclude  that  the  loop, 
referring  to  the  well-known  operation  like  the  arrangement  of  the  extreme 
of  valves  and  their  position  in  the  heart  fllamentsof  the  general  system  of  nerves, 
and  veins,  that  the  course  of  the  circu-  is  in  no  way  connected  either  with  vo- 
lation  of  the  blood  was  such  as,  and  lition  or  with  sensation.     Now  it  ap- 
none  other  than,  that  indicated  by  him.  pears  to  me  that  there  is,  and  can  be, 
The  first  clearly  established  point  to  but  one  other  explanation  of  the  loops, 
'  be  noted  respecting  the  nerves  i«,  that  which  is  that  theif  are  formed  in  every 
however  intimately  bound  up  together,  instance  by  the  union  of  an  anterior 
and  apparently  mixed,  each  filament  is  with  a  posterior  nerve.    It  will  be  found 
single,  senarate,  and  independent  in  its  that  this  opinion,  which  I  originally 
ofiSice :   tne  second  is,  that  no  nerve  is  put  forth  nearly  twelve  years  ago,  is 
capable  of  taking  upon  itself  the  func-  now  confirmed  by  the  dissections  of 
tion  of  another;  that  is  to  say,  no  n^rvc  M.  Lqnget,  who  has  distinctly  traced 
ofvolition  can  become  anerve  of  sensation,  such  an  union  of  the  seventh  with  the 
nor  the  contrary  :  the  third  point  is,  fifth  pair  of  nerves  in  the  face,  and  who 
that  as  no  nerve  can  assume  the  func-  concludes  this  part  of  his  subject  by 
tion  of  another,  and  as  volition  implies  saving  that  his  "  observation,  as  far  as 
an  action  from  within  outwards,  and  it  lias  yet  gone,  would  seem  to  render 
sensation  from  without  in  wards,  no/Am^  it  probable  that  the  nerves  of  common 
can  take  place  in  either  hind  of  nerve,  sensation  unite  with  those  of  motion  in 
except  according  to  its  proper  office ;  the  same  way  as  arteries  do  with  veins ; 
therefore  there  can  be  no  reflex  action,  that  is  to  say,  that  each  ultimate  fila- 
properly  so  called,  in  any  nerve.    It  ment  of  a  motor  nerve  originating  from 
ma^  to  some  perhaps  appear  trivial  to  the  anterior  column  of  the  spinal  chord, 
insist  on  such  a  point  as  this,  but  when  becomes  a  nerve  of  sensation  at  its 
we  find  so  celebrated  an  anatomist  and  looped  extremity,  and  as  such  returns 
physiologist  as  the  late  Sir  Charles  Bell  to   oecome  united  with  the  posterior 
speaking  of  sensafion  as  being  sitpplied  column  of  the  chord."     I  do  not  con- 
to  parts  by  the  brain  through  posterior  sider  it  at  all  surprising  that  the  above- 
nerves,  which  is  an  impossibility,  it  mentioned  analogy  between  the  difie- 
must  be  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  great  rent  kinds  of  nerves  and  the  diflerent 
importance.    The  more  our  knowledge  kinds    of  blood-vessels   should   have 
advances,  the  more  precise  and  signifi-  struck  the  mind  of  M.  Longet,  because 
cant  should  our  language  be :    for  a  it  appears  to  me  very  obvious ;   but  I 
grave  error  may  be  easily  concealed  do  wonder,  the  idea  having  once  sug- 
utlder  a  loose  expression.     The  fourth  gested  itself,  at  his  having  dropped  it 

894.— XXXV.  2  I 
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again,  without  pursuing  the  subject  any  positive  to  a  negative  nerve,  it  cannot 
farther.  In  reflecting  also  upon  the  re-  but  be  still  more  essentially  necessary 
lation  which  a  nerve  of  motion  bears  that  all  those  organs  whose  office  is 
to  a  nerve  of  sensation,  the  one  being  almost  exclusively  secernent  should  be 
active  and  the  other  passive,  or,  in  other  at  least  equally  well  supplied,  and  yel 
words,  positive  and  negative ,  a  remark-  at  first  si^ht  it  would  seem  to  be  im- 
ably  striking  analogy  is  seen  between  possible,  oecause  the  par  vagum  being 
them  and  the  opposite  poles  of  a  ^1-  negative  nerves,  and  as  such  belon^ne 
vanic  battery;  forif  the  extreme  points  to  the  posterior  columns  of  the  spiu^ 
of  a  positive  and  negative  nerve  be  chord,  there  can  be  no  direct  communi- 
united  as  above  stated,  it  is  quite  cer*  cation  from  the  brain  through  them ; 
tain  that  the  physical  means  are  pro-  their  action  being  in  the  reverse  di* 
vided  whereby  the  nervous  fluid  (be  it  rection.  No  difficulty  was  ever  over- 
electric,  magnetic,  some  compound  of  come  by  shirking  it,  and  this,  which  at 
these  two,  or  mi  generis)  may  pass  first  appears  so  insuperable,  vanishes  as 
from  the  one  to  the  other,  and  operate  soon  as  it  is  examined,  with  the  as- 
upon  the  blood  in  its  transit  through  sistance  of  the  clue  affi)rded  by  what 
the  capillaries  precisely  after  the  man-  has  been  stated  respecting  the  flux  and 
ner  of  gnlvanism,  in  effecting  any  ordi-  reflux,  or  circulation  of  the  nervous 
nary  cnemical  decomposition.  This  fluid  in  the  common  spinal  nerves,  if 
idea  has  been  thrown  out  as  a  loose  we  look  to  the  anatomical  arrangement 
thought  b^  Dr.  Young,  who  says,  "  we  of  the  visceral  nerves,  we  find  them 
may  imagine  that,  at  the  subdivision  of  composed  of  g^anglial  nerves  in  company 
a  minute  artery,  a  nervous  filament  with  the  divisions  of  the  eighth  pair,  t.e. 
pierces  it  on  one  side,  and  afibrds  a  nerves  of motion,or  positive  nerves^united 
pole  positively  electrical,  and  another  with  posterior  or  negative  nerves,  and 
opi>osite  filament,  a  negative  pole,"  but  in  this  respect  therefore  standing  pre- 
without  making  any  attempt  to  follow  cisely  in  the  same  relation  to  each  other 
it  up.  I  have  put  the  preceding  obser-  as  the  nerves  belonging  to  the  anterior 
vations  together  as  briefly  as  possible  and  posterior  columns  of  the  spinal 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  kind  and  chord.  Now  if  we  bear  in  mind  what 
degree  of  injury  which  is  inflicted  on  a  has  been  stated  respecting  the  reflex 
part  bv  the  division  of  its  nerves  beyond  current  of  the  nervous  circiuation  which 
the  oDvious  loss  of  motion  and  sen-  is  constantly  returning  along  the  pos- 
sation ;  for  of  course  this  wonderful  and  terior  nerves  towards  the  brain,  coupling 
elegant  arrangement  for  maintaining  it  with  the  fact  that  it  is  with  these 
the.  secernent  function  by  means  of  nerves  alone  that  the  ganglia  are  con- 
nervous  fluid  constantly  flowing  along  nected,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in 
the  anterior  and  returning  along  the  perceiving  that  a  most  beautiful  i^ny- 
i^titnorntntB^is  rendered  useless  when  vision  is  made  whereby  an  uninter- 
the  communication  with  the  brain  is  rupted  current  of  nervous  fluid  mav  be 
interrupted.  poured  into  the  ganglia,  and  from  tnem 
This  view  of  the  nervous  circulation,  to  the  extremities  of  the  filaments  of 
in  all  parts  deriving  their  nerves  di-  the  ganglial  nervdV  again  to  operate 
rectly  rrom  the  spinal  columns,  would  upon  the  blood  as  it  passes  from  them 
.have  been  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  to  the  extreme  points  of  the  eighth  pair, 
explain  the  occurrence  of  inflammation  and  again  to  return  along  them  to  the 
in  all  such  pn.rtB,  but  as  I  wish  also  to  postenor  columns  of  the  chord,  in  the 
point  out  wnat  seems  to  me  to  be  the  same  manner  as  it  had  previously  done 
true  nature  of  fever,  in  which  all  the  in  the  common  spinal  nerves.  There 
viscera  are  so  much  implicated,  «nd  are  several  other  peculiarities  connected 
as  these  organs  have  no  anterior  nerves  with  the  circulation  of  the  nervous 
through  which  they  can  receive  a  direct  system  which  I  shaJl  not  stop  to  notice 
flow  of  nervous  fluid,  it  becomes  neces-  now,  because  I  have  shown  enough  of 
sary  to  show  in  what  manner  this  agent  it  to  enable  me  to  throw  some  new  light 
may  be  supplied  to  the  ganglial  nerves,  upon  the  nature  of  fever,  which  was  the 
If  toe  due  performance  of  the  secernent  only  reason  I  had  for  mentioning  it  at 
function  in  the  voluntary  muscles  and  all.  I  would  guard  against  a  misappre- 
general  frame  of  the  body  requires  the  hension  that  may  arise  from  carrying 
constant  supply  of  a  current  of  nervous  the  anaWy  between  the  nervous  fluia 
fluid  passing  uninterruptedly  from  a  and  the  blood  too  far,  by  observing 
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that  there  is  this  great  distinction  be-  ment  as  the  discovery  of  a  circulation 
tween  these  two  fluids— the  one  is  the  in  the  nerves,  which  scarcely  occurs 
agent,  the  other  is  the  thing  acted  upon,  once  in  a  century,  takes  a  man  like  this 
Now  the  former  may  effect  a  visible  by  surprise  ;  he  is  totally  unprepared 
alteration  in  the  character  of  the  latter  for  it ;  it  cannot  be  right  because  he 
without  undergoing  any  change  itself;  forsooth  had  never  dreamed  of  the  ex- 
consequently,  although  an  idea  of  de-  istence  of  any  such  thing : — his  article 
terioration  is  inseparably  connected  in  must  be  forthcoming  by  a  certain  day, 
our  minds  with  the  term  venatu  blood,  so  that  he  has  no  time  to  examine  it ; 
rendering  its  immediate  return  to  the  but  as  it  is  not  in  any  of  his  books  it 
lungs  indispensable,  no  such  idea  ought  must  be  wrong ;  if  his  wit  cannot  find 
to  be  entertained  respecting  the  re-  him  an  argument,  the  last  resource, 
turning  current  of  the  nervous  fluid,  ridicule,  is  always  at  his  command,  and 
which,  being  unchanged,  may  operate  he  deals  out  his  condemnation  accord- 
again  and  again  upon  the  muscles  and  ingly.  The  surprising  vi Hues  of  brandy 
the  blood,  producing  the  same  effects  at  and  salt  mav  receive  their  share  of 
last,  wherever  it  passes  from  a  positive  notice ;  the  aosurd  doctrine  of  Hahne- 
to  a  negative  nerve,  as  it  did  at  first  in  the  mann  may  be  gravely  discussed;  the 
common  spinal  nerves;  just  as  one  circle  pages  of  the  periodicals  may  help  to 
of  galvanism  will  cause  chemical  de-  speed  the  flight  of  the  lying  wonders 
compositions  to  take  place  simul-  of  mesmerism  through  the  land ;  but  a 
taneously  in  a  series  of  glass- vessels.  discovery,  the  result  of  years  of  attentive 

The  compass  of  a  letter  like  this  does  study,  involving  a  patient  inquiry  into 
not  admit  of  my  mentioning  or  even  the  whole  range  of  physiolo^cal  ex- 
alluding  to  the  hundreds  of  practical  periment ;  written  so  as  to  be  unin- 
and  experimental  phenomenawhich  are  telligible  except  to  the  purely  pro- 
rendered  at  once  intelligible  by  the  fessional  reader,  and  therefore  free  from 
sketch  which  has  here  been  given  of  all  suspicion  of  bein^  put  forth  "  ad 
the  circulation  of  the  nervous  fluid  captanaum,"  and  which,  moreover,  if 
through  the  spinal  and  ganglial  nerves,  true,  must  inevitably  effect  a  great 
The  only  farther  observation  which  revolution  in  the  whole  science  as  well 
seems  to  me  to  be  necessary,  and  it  is  as  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  is  con- 
important  that  it  should  be  borne  in  demned  as  unworthy  even  of  examina- 
mind,  is  that  the  action  of  every  muscu-  tion.  Thus  it  happens  that  reviewers 
lar  fibre  which,  like  the  heart,  is  sup-  who  profess  to  have  nothing  so  much 
plied  by  the  reflux  current,  must  neces-  at  heart  as  the  advancement  of  science 
sariJy  continue  while  life  endures,  be-  are  the  very  men  to  deal  it  the  heaviest 
canse  the  supply  of  the  nervous  fluid  is  blows  and  the  greatest  discouragement, 
incessant,  ana  it  must  at  the  same  time  I  am,  sir, 
be  independent  of  the  will,  this  fluid,  Your  obedient  servant, 
in  flowing  from  the  potterior  into  the  J.  W.  Earle. 
ganglial  nerves,  being  beyond  the  reach  Cheltenham,  Dec.  M,  1844. 

of  the  influence  o/ volition,  which  can-     

-Hot  possibly  extOBd  beyond  the   ex-  SOMB  observations 

tremities  of  the  anterior  nerves.  on  thb 

It  is  now  nearly  twelve  years  since  I  MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY,  CLIMATE, 

published  my  account  of  the  functions  AND  DISEASES,  OF  THE  BIGHTS 

of  the  nerve8%  showing  the  course  of  qp  BENIN  AND  BIAFRA, 

the  circulation  of  the  nervous  fluid,  and  u*  ^  ri             a 

how  the  nerves  should  be  classified  WbstCoastof Africa. 

according  to  their  natural  arrangement.  ^'  ^'  I^aniell, 

It  was  new,  and  therefore  of  course  Member  of  the^Ro:|raJ(>)lh^e  of  Su^^ 

condemned  by  the  critics  of  that  day.  [Continued  f^m  p.  487.] 

The  main  obje^  of  a  reviewer  is  to  keep  

himself  quite  up.1^  the  literature  of  the  Notwithstanding  the  vaunted  asser- 

day  5  and  with  him  whatever  on  the  tion,  that  man,  especially  the  inhabi- 

one  hand  falls  short  of,N>r  on  the  other  tanto  of  the  northern  and  temperate 

goes    beyond    his   standard,  is    alike  zone8,poteesses  in  a  greater  degree  than 

erroneous.     Now  such  an  announce-  any  other  race  a  power  of  adapting  his 

T^A  Ne^Exp^BitSn  of  thrPiTnrttoM  iTthi  constitution  to  the  most  various  chma- 

Nayet,   Un^ipoan  and  Co. :  1883.  tonal  influences,  the  unprecedented  sa- 
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crifice  of  European  life  in  several  of  divisions  of  tropical  climate  compre* 

our  African  colonies  would  lead  us  to  hended  under  the  appellations  of  the 

suspect  that  this  statement  has  been  Windward  and  Gold  Coasts.    The  main 

maae  on  very  fallacious  grounds.    If  feature  in  the  selection  of  the  sites  has 

we  contemplate  the  present  condition  been  in  all  probability  their  prospective 

of  titiese  settlements,  we  shall  discover  commercial  advantages;  their  salubrity 

how  slightly  the  lapse  of   time  and  being  estimated  as  of  only  secondary 

labour  nave  diminished  the  number  im^rtance.     If  such  has  been  the 

of  victims ;  how  little  has  been  done  case,  and  circumstances  appear  to  sup* 

to  abate  the  causes  which  create  these  port  it,  their  rise,  progress,  and  history, 

deplorable  results:  the  ominous  title  of  will  furnish  ns  with  the  most  instruc- 

the  "  white  man's  ^ve"  has  been  but  tive  example  as  to  the  fallacy  of  all 

too  correctly  apphed  to  the  countries  mercenary  speculations,  whose  ^und* 

situated  witnin  tne  tropics  in  Africa,  work  has  been  an  apathetic  indiffer- 

This  apparent  inability  to  resist  the  pe-  ence  to  the  waste  of  human  life.    From 

culiarities  of    the  African  clime  can  the  commencement  these  possessions 

only  be  attributed  to  the  operation  of  have  proved  pestilentially  destructive 

certain  influences  belonging  to  it,  and  to  their  white  populations,  and  what 

from  the  agency  of  which  originate  the  from  periodical  epidemics,  and  other  lo- 

inordinate  derangements  of  the  system  cal  anections  severely  afflicting  them, 

that  are  so  familiarly  witnessed  there,  heightened  from  the  influence  of  fear. 

Peculiarity  of  organization  alone  does  with  exaggerated  embellishments,  they 

not  prevent  the  prejudicial  action  of  have  acquired  a  gloomy  character,  by 

these  influences ;  that  there  are  other  no  means  commensurate  to  the  real 

and  equally  efficient,  but  inexplicable  state  of  affairs.    By  degrees  an  erro- 

states  of  the  constitution  that  assist  to  neous  supposition  has  led  many  into 

establish  this  process,  there  can  be  the  absurd  belief  that  a  residence  in 

little  doubt,  since  if  such  had  not  been  these  countries  is  almost  equivalent  to 

the  case,  the  dark  races  would  in  general  a  premature  death,  and  has  readily  in- 

enjoy  that  immunity  from  febnle  dis-  duced  the  more  timid  to  suspect  that 

eases  which  it  is  so  desirable  an  object  they  were  merely  the  representations  of 

to  attain.    The  natives  of  the  East,  and  so  many  charnel-houses  on  a  larger 

the  negroes  of  the  West  Indies,  with  scale  for  all  who  might  have  the  teme- 

those  of  the  northern  and   southern  rity  to  reside  in  them.    However  me- 

States  of  America,  are  all  subject  to  the  rited  the  application  of  such  titles  may 

same  causes  which  affect  the  white  in-  be,  I  question  whether  there  are  not 

dividual;  nay,  even  the  native  African,  other  localities  equally  resorted  to  by 

provided  he  has  resided  for  any  length  European   traders,  but   not  included 

of  time  beyond  their  influence,  is  not  among  ourcolonial  settlements,  to  which 

exempt  upon    his   return  from  their  this  notoriety  may  be  more  reasonably 

morbific  effects.    What  the  nature  of  ascribed :  I  allude  to  the  embouchures 

the  causes  or  elements  are  which  pro-  of  the  rivers  in  the  Bights  of  Benin  and 

duce  the  various  abnormal  states  in  the  Biafra. 

human  frame,  which  we  designate  un-  It  would  not  come  within  the  scope  of 

der  pcu-ticular  names,  and  what  pecu-  the  present  papers  to  enter  into  any 

liarity  of  constitution  or  temperament  details  of  a  subject  so  comprehensive 

best  fits  a  man  to  withstand  disease-  as  the  description  of  the  Windward  and 

exciting  influences,  are  comparatively  Gold  Coasts:  if  such  had  been  necessary 

unknown  to  us.  it  would  have  been  merely  to  exhibit  a 

That  portion  of  the  west  coast  of  faint  outline  of  their  characteristic  fea- 

Africa  in  which  the  British  settlements  tures  in  order  to  point  out  those  geolo- 

are  situated,  forms  but  a  very  insigni-  gical  formations  so  widely  at  variance 

ficant  district  in  the  vast  unknown  re-  with  that  tract  of  coast  which  will 

gions  of  a  continent  which  possessed,  shortly  claim  our  notice.    It  must  be 

from  the  earliest  records  of  antiquity,  evident  to  those  who  are  in  any  degree 

empires  whose  fame  and  magnificence  conversant  with  the  nature,  endemic 

historical  tradition  has  transmitted  to  influences,  and  other  local  peculiarities, 

us  through  an  uninterrupted  succession  of  the  British  colonies  in  tropical  Africa, 

of  ages.    These  colonial  establishments  that  they  enjoy  many  advantages  which 

are  of  modern  date,  all  being  founded  render  them  far  more  salubrious  than 

subsequently  to  the  1 5th  century, in  those  the  marshy  mangrove  forests  of  the 
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Delta.     Land    more   or  less  elevated  depopulated  these  places  of  their  white 

above  the  level  of  the  ocean,  of  a  sili-  inhabitants,  whilst  at  others  they  have 

cious  gravelly  soil,  calculated  for  the  been  remarkably  healthy.   The  greatest 

nercolation  of  moisture,  and  partially  sacrifice  of  life  which  has  hitherto  pre- 

aivested  of  its  luxuriant  vegetation,  will  vailed  in  the  Gambia  and  Sierra  Leone 

be  manifestly  more  congenial  to  unac-  has  unquestionably  emanated  less  horn 

climatized  constitutions,  than  the  allu-  endemic  causes  than  any  other.    This 

vial  swamps  of  the  biffhts  which  are  may  be  easily  proved,  from  the  morta- 

continually  inundated  by  the  influx  of  lity  being  notably  trifling  during  the 

the  tides.    From  these  extensive  sur-  intervals  of  these  periodical  epidemics, 

faces  of  mud  and  stagnant  water,  ex-  and  by  the  predominant  aflections  not 

posed  to  the  action  of  a  torrid  sun,  are  being  accompanied  by  that  adynamic 

generated  those    miasmatous  exhala-  type,  as  was  the  case  when  the  bilious 

tions  which  militate  so  much  against  and  yellow  remittent  fevers  occurred  in 

the  preservation  of  health.  the  years  1823,  1829,  and  1837. 

Such    are    the    comparative    topo-        Could  those  causes  of  disease  which 

graphical  differences  in    the  colonial  have  been  hitherto  ascribed  to  clima- 

and  other  regions  of  Western  Africa,  torial  alternations  be  more  thoroughly 

and  from  a  knowledge  of  which  medi-  investigated,  I  apprehend  we  should 

cal  authorities  have  decided  that  the  discover  that  no  small  number  were 

Windward  and  Gold  Coasts  rank  as  the  founded  on    very  inconclusive   data, 

most  healthy ;  the  Gambia  and  Sierra  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  noto- 

Leone  settlements*  next:  and  lastly  rious   insalubrity  of   Africa    has  fre- 

those  mercantile  stations  in  the  bights  quently  served  as  the  scape-^at  on 

of  Benin  and  Biafra.  which  the  blame  of  those  evil  conse- 

From  a  careful  investigation  into  the  ^uences,  (resulting  from  the  reprehen- 

value  of  this  artificial  arrangement,  I  sive  indulgence  of  dissipated  courses) 

am  inclined  to  imagine  its  construction  might  be  unreservedly  thrown,  without 

has  been  based  on  the  two  first  divi-  the  risk  of  their  being  disputed  or  even 

sions,  deriving  their  insalubrity  more  questioned.    When  we  seriously  reflect 

from  epfdemic  visitations,  and  not  so  on  the  impaired  constitutions  of  two  kinds 

much  rrom  other  sources  as  has  been  of  the  human  beings  who  frequent  these 

too   commonly    reported.      This   will  wastes  recklessly,  indifferent  as  to  the 

partly  account  for    the  fearful    mor-  price  of  life,  we  require  no  further  ar- 

tality  which  has  at  some  seasons  nearly  gument  for  the  rational  explanation  of 

: those  abnormal  states  of  the  system 

»i:iJSJSi£r!^.Sr^'^'iSiK^  ^V*  80.1ar«dy  swell  the  amount  of 

proportion  of  deaths  to  the  caaeiof  bilious  remit-  victims  in  these  occasional   and  almost 

tent  fever  %mong  the  troops  quartered  in  the  inexplicable  pestilences.    As  this,  how - 

northern  Afhcsn  colonies,  in  the  year  1835,  were,  «««!•  in  o  fnni/.  ^f  ^i-oof  ;iv>«>/M.frori«.A  ;f 

in  the       Gambia  ...  i  I  to  1-57  ®^f5»  ^*  *  "^P^°  ®^  ST^^^  importance,  it 

Sierra  Leone       „      3*73  will  be  necessary  to  revert  to  it  more  at 

itlea  de  l/M   .  .  „      7-00  length  in  a  future  portion  of  these  com- 

Tlie  statistical  Report  also  of  Major  Tnlloch,  in  munipAtinns 

reference  to  the  mortality  of  1825-6,  perhaps  "*»«»caiion8. 

more  persnicoously  indicates  the  reUtive  loss  of  .  I  sna"  now  commence  the  descrip- 
life  in  eacn  of  these  colonial  governments,  and  tion  of  those  regions  situated  within 
their  subordinate  dependencies.  Of  the  force  *),-.(.  iliviQinn  nf  WMt«»rn  AfrirA  mm 
employed  in  them,  the  deaths  per  thousand  ^""  Qiyision  01  Western  Airica  coin- 
amounted  in  the  prehended  under  the  title  of  the  Bight 
^^^ilSae'  '  '  "  So  ^^  Benin}  res^ions  by  far  the  most  de- 
Gambia  .  .*  .'  .'  .'  1500  leterious  to  the  unseasoned  European 
Moreover,  in  the  lame  pnbUcation  it  is  steted,  throughout  the  African  continent, 
that  outof  1658  whitetroops  sent  outto  these  pos-  [To  be  continued.] 

sessions  (mcluding  that  of  Cape  Coast)  from  1833 

to  11830,  1398  perished  from  climacteric  causes.  ' 

while  the  remainder.  887,  were  invalided,  and  nmv  nv  Ancmrcc    tm  Ttii?   k-ann 

otherwise  accounted /or.    Now.  out  of  these  387  ^A^**  "^  Ail&l.l£&b    IN  THE  ABDO- 

men,  17  died  on  their  passage  home,_l57  were        MINAL  MUSCLES,  and  DISEASED 

described  as  mcapable  of  liirther  service,  and  utto*^  nU-k^tne 

180  as  qoaUiied  for  giarrison  duty ;  thus  leavmg  rUBIC  BONES. 

83  men  onW  who  were  reported  as  fit  for  farther  ^^^ 

epidemics  than  the  military  gmrrisons,  owing  to  Si  R, 

the  adoption  of  customs  more  in  unison  with  the  f «  paae  the  inclofi^d  acrnunl  nf  ahnrPR* 

nature  of  the  climate,  or  from  other  means  fully  .     ™®  ine  inciosea  accouni  oi  auscess 

aa  efficacioua.  in   the  abdominal  muscles,   and  dis- 
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eased  pubic  bones,  should  possess  any  THB 

interest,  I  should  feel  obliged  by  your  ALLEGED  MURDER  AT  SALTHILL. 

inserting  it  in  your  yaluable  journal.  ^^  ^j^^  £^^^^^  ^^^^  g^^^^^j 

I  am,  sir,  ^  

Your  obedient  servant, 

William  Smith,  Post-mortem  Examination  of  Sahah 

7,  Uppn-  Berkeley  Place,  Clifton,       Soijceon.  Hart,  btf  order  of  JoHN  CHARSLBTy 

Bristol,  Jan.  7,  IS46.  jp,^.  Coy  oner  for  Bucks.  Jan.  2, 1 846, 

P.S.— Mr.  Amott's  cases  of  abscess,  ^®  *''"'''  '^f^^^  *'**''*• 

which  appeared  in  your  hist  number.  The  deceased  was  41  years  of  age,  of 

suggested  to  me  the  publication  of  this  small  stature,  rather  spare  habit,  fair 

case,  which  1  have  long  had  in  my  complexion,  light   hair    inclining   to 

note-book.  S^^*  P^^^  ^^^^  naturally. 

The  body  was  lying  on  the  floor  of 

July  1842. — Mary  6.,  set.  14  years,  the  room,  as  she  died ;  the  head  on  a 

admitted  into  the  Bristol  General  Hos-  pillow,  jaw  tied  up.    The  left  stocking 

pital  about  a  week  since,  apparently  was  half  down  the  leg,  there  were  no 

suffering  from  some  disorder  of  the  di-  shoes  on  the  feet,  and  the  head  was 

gestive  organs.     Some  time  since  she  without  a  cap.    The  shoes  (slippers) 

received  a  blow  in  the  pubes,  and  after-  and  a  cap  were  on  the  opposite  side  of 

wards  she  continued  for  some  time  un-  the  room  when  the  body  was  found  by 

steady  in  her  manner  of  walking.  After  a  neighbour. 

having  remained  in  the  hospital  for  The  surface  of  the  body  was  pale, 

about  nine  days,  an  abscess  formed  the    extremities   were    rigid,  a  little 

under  the  muscles  of  the  abdomen.   Its  animal  heat  still  existed  in  the  fleshy 

contents  were  evacuated  by  a  longitn-  parts  of  the  thighs,  the  countenance 

dinal  incision  in  the  lower  portion  of  nad  a  calm  expression,  the  pupils  were 

the  abdomen.  half-fuUy  dilated,  there  was  no  odour 

July  12th,  two  days  after  the  evacua-  about  the  body  but  the  usual  cadave- 

tion  of  the  abscess,  she  was  attacked  rous  smell. 

with  all  the  symptoms  of  acute  perito-  The  body  was  next  stripped.    There 

nitis.     In  spite  of  appropriate  treat-  ^ere  no  marks  of  violence  any  where 

ment,  consisting  in  the  free  use   of  discoverable;  the  under  garment  was 

leeches,  mercurials,  and   opium,  she  extensively    stained  with   blood.     It 

became  rapidly  worse,  and  died  on  the  is   stated   that   deceased   never  used 

night  of  July  I3tb.  the  usual  protection  during  the  men- 

On  reflecting  the  skin,  the  muscles  strual  period,  and  that  function  was 

of  the  abdominal  parietes  were  found  going  on  at  the  time  of  her  death, 

to  be  of  a  dark  greenish  colour,  and  The  thorax  and  abdomen  were  laid 

much  saturated  with  pus,  which  was  open.     There  were  rather  extensive 

also  infiltrated  between  them  and  the  adhesions  of  the  pleural  surfaces  on 

fascia  trans versalis.     The  bones  of  the  both  sides  of  the  tnorax,  and  a  white  . 

pubis  were  much  diseased.    There  was  patch,  the  size  of  a  shilling,  on  the 

very  extensive  peritonitis,  the  intes-  heart.      These    morbid    appearances 

tines  being  glued  together  by  the  in-  were  of  long  standing ;   the  adhesions 

flammatory  action.     The  bladder  pre-  were  very  firm,  some  close,  others  of 

sented  on  its  mucous  coat  a  thick  layer  considerable  length, 

of  fibrine.  The  heart  was  flaccid,  but  full  of 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  this  c^e  blood  on  the  right  side ;  there  was  no 

bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  some  fluid  of  any  descripiion,  exceeding  the 

cases  of  diseased  spine,  producing  psoas  usual  serosity,  in  the  pericardial  or 

or  lumbar  abscess.    Here,  however,  the  pleural  sacs. 

proximity  of  the  peritoneum  afforded  a  The  larynx,  pharynx,  and  trachea, 

means  of  death,  which  saved  the  pa-  were  free  from  obstruction  or  disease, 

tient  the  slow  exhaustion  attendant  on  The  lungs  were  healthy ;  no  tubercle, 

spinal  disease.  induration,  abscess,  or  other  disease. 

The  cavities  and  valves  of  the  heart 

were  perfectly  healthy. 

There  was  no  odour  differing  from 
that  of  an  ordinary  dead  body  in  the 
thorax  or  abdomen.  The  closest  possible 
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attention  was  paid  to  this  point,  by  the  blood;  there  was  no  extravasation  of 

two   other    medical    men    who   were  blood  or  effusion  of  serum  in  the  arach- 

present,  and  we  were  all  agreed  on  this  noid  sac.    The  brain  was  removed  : 

point.  ^ts  vascular  system  was  in  a  state  of 

Some  adhesions  of  the  convex  surface  integrity,  the  circle  of  Willis  naturally 

of  the  liver  to  the  diaphragm  existed :  formed.    Careful  sections  of  every  part 

they  were  of  much  tne  same  appear-  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  were 

ance  as  those  in  the  thorax,  and  pro-  made:  there  was  no  effusion  of  blood, 

bably  of  consentaneous  origin.    There  abscess,  or  tumor  of  anv  part, 

was  no  recent  disease.    The  abdomen  The  vertebree  were  all  sound, 

was  loaded,  but  not  burdened,  with  fat ;  The  sudden  manner  of  death  in  this 

its  venous  system  was  filled  with  black  case,  and  absence  of  the  characteristic 

fluid  blood.    The  stomach  was  about  smell  of  prussic  acid,  naturally  led  to 

half  full;  the  gall-bladder  contained  the  inference  that  if  any  poison  had 

but  a  small  quantity  of  bile ;  the  sub-  been  taken,  it  would  prove  oxalic  acid : 

stance  of  the  liver  quite  healthy.  the  usual  tests  were  therefore  tried  for 

The  veins  of  the  pelvic  cavity  were  this  poison,  but  with  negative  results ; 

very  full  of  blood,  especially  those  of  and  the  same  mav  be  said  of  all  the 

the  oyaria,  fallopian  tubes,  and  uterus,  ordinary    mineral   and  acid  poisons. 

This  viscus  was  somewhat  increased  But  prussic   acid  was    une<^uivocally 

in  volume,  and  felt  rather  spongy  be-  proved,  by  chemical  analysis,  to  be 

tween  the  fingers.    The  bladder  was  present,  and  in  considerable  quantity, 

empty,    but   flaccid.      The    extenial  The  processes  followed  in  this  investiga- 

genital  organs  were  of  a  bluish  cast  of  tion  will  be  given  at  the  proper  time, 

colour;  they  were  free  from  injury;  E.  W.  Nordbl ad,  Surgeon, 

there  were  no  appearances  as  of  con-  sioagh,  Jan.  ii,  1845. 
ncxion   having  recently  taken  place. 
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neous  secretion.    The  os  and  cervix  PRACTITIONERS, 

uteri  healthy.    A  section  of  the  uterus  ^  ^^    „,.^       717",^  j.    .  ^^     .^ 

shewed  its  structure  of  a  pink  hue;  ^-^  '^«  ^^'^^  ^^^  ^'^^'^  Oazette, 

the  parietes  a  little  increased  m  volume.  Sir, 

and  its  interior  containing  sanguineous  The  project  for  the  incorporation  of 

secretion  and  mucus :  it  was  Nwimpreg-  general  practitioners  in  a  new  College 

nated.    The  ovaria  were  healthy.    The  appears  to  have  been  welcomed  with 

kidnies  were  quite  healthy ;  the  cortical  tne  highest  satisfaction  by  a  great  pro- 

and  tubular  portions  distinct,  and  of  portion  of  that    numerous    body  for 

the  usual  contrasting  appearances.  whose  benefit  it  is  designed.      They 

The  ossophagtts,  stomach,  and  duo-  seem  to  hail  it  as  the  means  of  secur- 
denum,  were  now  removed,  and  the  ing  advanta|;es  which  are  not  offered 
stomach  laid  open.  It  contained  rather  them  by  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill; 
more  than  half  a  pint  of  pulpy  con-  such  as  corporate  rights,  the  power  of 
tents ;  consisting  of  chy«e,  witn  a  few  regulating  tne  education  of  their  own 
shreck  of  coarse  beef  (apparentlv  salt  class,  and  the  privilege  of  indirect  re- 
boiled),  and  some  portions  of  apple.  presentation  in  the  Council  of  Health, 

The  whole  contents  had  an  intensely  m  common  with  the  Colleges  of  Phy si- 
sour  smell,  exactly  resembling  that  of  cians  and  Surgeons, 
food  rejected  an  hour  or  two  after  the  All  these  rights  and  privileges  are 
commencement  of  digestion  from  a  regarded  b^  many  as  very  desirable, 
disordered  stomach ;  but  tliere  was  no  The  proposition  is  a  specious  one,  and 
odour  that  could  possibly  be  considered  a  great  struggle  will  doubtless  be  made 
in  any  respect  like  prussic  acid.  The  to  obtain  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
contents  were  hermetically  sealed  for  But,  let  me  ask,  have  the  general 
analysis.  practitioners  calculated  on  the  probable 

Some  tenacious  mucus  smeared  the  results  of  their  scheme  P    Have  they 

interior  of  the  stomach;  there  was  no  counted  the  cost  P   Have  they  estimated 

unusual  vascularity.  its  ultimate  effect  on  their  position  ? 

The  head  was  next  opened.     The  They  will  surely  admit  that  no  mea- 

venous  system  was  filled  (not  gomd,  sure  of  reform  can  substantially  benefit 

hardly  distended)  with  black  and  fluid  them,  which  does  not  hold  out  oppor- 
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tunities  to  all,  for  attaining  promotion  whom  it  erants  a  license  to  practise 

and  distinction  in  the  ranks  of  the  pro-  medicine  snail  satisfactorily  prove  their 

fession.  competency,  and  also  to  afford  all  rea- 

Kow,  under  the  present  system,  and  sonaole  protection  to  the  practitioners 

more  freely  by  the  new  Bill,  ficilities  of  whom  it  has  thus  licensed, 

this  kind  are  offered  to  every  general  If  any  of  these  licentiates  are  ambi- 

praclitioner.  tious  of  Collegiate  honours  and  corpo* 

There  is  not  a  village  doctor  through-  rate  privileges,  let  them  devote  them- 
out  the  kingdom,  who,  if  he  possess  the  selves  to  a  longer  and  more  extended 
requisite  amount  of  personal  and  pro-  course  of  stuofy  and  preparation  ;  or 
fessional  qualification,  may  not  rise  to  else  let  them  shew  their  fitness  for  the 
the  most  distinguished  station  which  distinctions  to  which  thev  aspire,  bv 
the  practice  of  our  art  can  confer.  He  the  extent  of  public  confiaence  which 
may  become  a  Royal  Accoucheur,  or  a  they  enjoy. 
Sergeant- Surgeon ;  and  the  old  Col- 
leges of  the  land  open  their  portals  The  modification  of  the  Government 
(tnough  somewhat  stiffly,  it  must  be  Bill  proposed  in  a  recent  leading  article 
confessed)  to  aid  him  in  his  ascent,  and  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  and  espe- 
to  confirm  him  in  his  fairly  earned  dig-  cially  the  suggestion  for  the  establish^ 
nities.  ment  of  a  Royal  College  of  Obstetri- 

On  the  other  hand,  what  will  be  his  cians,  afford  the  real  solution  of  the 

position  and  prospects  when  he  has  difficulty  in  which  medical  reformers, 

joined  his  new  College  ?    What  assist-  great  and  small,  find  themselves  in- 

ance  will  this  afford  him  in  his  career  ?  volved. 

Tq  what  will  the  highest  offices  and  The  latter  idea  is,  however,  not  a 

honours  of  such  institution  lead  P  What  new  one.     In  (he  second  volume  of  the 

professional  status,  what  public  repu-  Provincial  Medical  Journal  is  a  letter 

tation,  will  they  confer  ?  (dated  15th  June,  1841),  addressed  to 

Whatever  else  they  may  do  for  him,  the  Secretary  of  the  Exeter  Hall  Con- 

they  will  certainly^  him.    To  ascend  ference  of  Medical  Delegates,  in  which 

then  will  be  next  to  impossible.    He  the  following  passage  occurs : — 

will  find  himself  in  a  corporate  cul-de-  "  The  creation  of  a  fourth  bodv  in 

sac :  a  way  into  it,  truly,  but  no  way  the  profession,  a  College  of  Midwiiery, 

out.  is  a  point  worthy  the  deliberate  consi« 

"  Fkcilis  deacensui  Avemi ;  deration  of  the  Conference.    Neither 

8edrevocare^ii(iKm,itii>era8qaeevaderead  auras  of  the  Other  corporate  bodies  are  suited 

Hoc  opus,  hic  labor  est."  ^^ •   ^  :..    fu   *   i u     ^        j-     i 

^  *  to  examine  in  that  branch  of  medical 
Surely  those  who  are  now  so  eager  practice,  which  is  surely  of  sufficient 
to  enter  this  embryo  College  cannot  importance,  both  with  reference  to  the' 
have  reflected  on  their  probable  condi-  profession  and  to  the  community,  to  be 
tion,  either  as  individuals  or  as  a  body,  regulated  by  its  own  board.  All  the 
when  they  are  shut  into  it.  "Content-  Fellows  of  such  a  College  might  be 
ment  is  a  virtue,"  which  thev  might  empowered  to  elect  a  Council,  provided 
indeed  endeavour  to  exercise  j  but  their  they  did  not  retain  the  right  of  voting 
present  restlessness  and  dissatisfaction  in  either  of  the  other  corporations ; 
rather  lead  one  to  expect  that  in  a  few  and  the  Council  might  be  composed  of 
years  many  would  see  their  blunder,  physician-  and  surgeon-accoucheurs  in 
and  uncivilly  turn  their  backs  on  their  equal  numbers." 
adopted  mother,  as  they  now  do  upon  A  golden  opportunity  now  offers  for 
their  venerable  nurse  of  Blackfriars.  instituting  a  Midwifery  College.  For 
Let,  then,  this  delusive  project  be  from  whom  would  a  charter  come  so 
well  sifted,  before  it  be  pushed  too  far  gracefully  as  from  a  Royal  Wife  and 
to  permit  an  honourable  retreat  to  its  Mother  ?  Or  who  would  be  a  fitter 
abettors.  President  than  the  distinguished  ac- 
The  mass  of  the  profession  seem  to  coucheur  on  whose  skill  and  discretion 
think  that  the  State  is  bound  to  grant  our  gracious  Sovereign  and  her  at- 
them  the  privileges  of  incorporation  tached  subjects  rely  with  so  much  con- 
somewhere  or  other.  But  the  State  is  fidence  during  those  oft-recurring  sea- 
nnder  no  obligation  of  the  sort.  It  is,  sons  of  trial,  on  the  issue  of  whidi  the 
indeed,  the  duty  of  a  paternal  Govern-  destinies  of  this  nation  may  be  said  to 
ment   both  to  require  that  those   to  depend? 
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Establish,  then,  the  Collej^e  of  Ob-  indivisible,  yet  in  these  islands  there 

stetriciaus,  and  the  College  of  Pharma-  are  no  fewer  than  nineteen  different 

cists,  and  we  have  at  once  all  the  ele-  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^j, 

mentsofa  General  Licensing  Board;  ,  .    ^        ,._       ^       ,       f  _ 

one  of  simple  yet  comprehensive  con-  leges,  nineteen  different  modes  of  eda- 

struction,  the  members  of  which  should  cation  for  attaining  them,  and  fourteen 

be  appointed  by  the  Council  of  Health,  varieties  of  professional  rights  and  im- 

and  its  certificate  required  of  all  who  ^u^itieg  attached  thereto.    In  spite  of 

enter  the  profession.  ...  ,  ,..        c^u-        *u 

Each  College  would  feel  the  strongest  ^*^«  anomalous  condition  of  things,  the 

inducement  to  maintain  the  respccta-  general  practitioners  of  England  are 

bility  and  interests  of  its  Fellows,  and  now  bestirring  themselves  with  zeal 

to  promote  the  advancement  of  the  par-  and  energy  to  obtain  a  charter  of  in- 
ticular  department  of  medical  science  ,.  .     -  r     u 

over  whic^  it  would  preside ;  while  a  corporation,  so  as  to  form  a  faculty 

race  of  practitioners,  well  informed  in  apart,    independent   of  all  others  at 

all  the  branches    of    the  profession,  present  in  existence.     The  Society  of 

would  be  provided  for  the  community.  Apothecaries,  as  if  foreseeing  an  end 

Consider,  also,  the  calming  effect  of  .^  *u^i^  i«u ,    v.  ^  j  *u 

such  a  measure  on  the  strife  and  disaf-  ^^  ^^^"^  .^^l'^""'  ^*^«  *^^^«^  ^^«'"- 

fection  which  now  prevail  in  the  Col-  selves  wilbng  and  anxious  to  afford 

lege  of  Surgeons.     There  are  manv  every  assistance  to  the  licentiates  in 

members  of  this  College,  men  of  high  this  their  struggle  for  collegiate  orga- 

respectability  and  extensive  reputation,  „i^tion.    Having  discharged  the  duty 
especially  m  the  practice  of  midwifery,  ^ ,  ,         ,     *  ^^u^f^^xM.  iw  iiutjr 

who  have  been  passed  over  (whether  confided  to  them  by  the  Legislature, 

rightly  or  wrongly  is  not  the  question)  having  succeeded  in  materially  raising 

in  the  late  selection  of  Fellows,  and  the  character  aiid  attainments  of  the 

rxtJo\^rS"adl'Sife"forT  cJ|s.of|enendp«ctitione«theWor- 

sake  of  obtaining  what  to  them  might  "*"P^^^  Society,  irrespective  of  personal 

prove  a  merely  nominal  distinction,  or  corporate  considerations,  are  now, 

Make  the  amende  honorable  to  500  of  after  thirty  years*  pro})ation,  prepared 

*r^nLn?H«l  fh.m^hf  fi^ T °'    ^^  ^  Surrender  their  trust  into  the  hands 
nominating  them  the  first  Fellows  of      -.,    .  ^.^      ^      -rtt    .      ,    , 

the  College  of  Obstetricians,  and  let  of  their  constituents.   JNviously,  how- 

those  who  might  afterwards  seek  ad-  ever,  to  taking  any  decided  step,  they 

mission  into  that  College  (at  the  age  deemed  it  proper  to  consult  the  Home 

of24  or  25)  produce  evidence  of  a  higher  Secretary,    who   informed  them  that 

scientific  and  practical  qualification  in  u\s^  i„        a     * 
this  department,  than  would  berequired      /^®  "  "f^^^  *^  "^cc"^®  ^^r  "Mature 

of  the  general  Ucentiates.  P^*°  *or  incorporating  a  new  body  of 

I  am, sir,  general  practitioners;  but  that  before 

Your  obedient  servant,  he  can  form  an  opinion,  or  even  consi- 

Jan.  4, 1845.  Chirurqus.  ^^^  ^^^j^  ^  project,  all  the  details  of  the 

■  scheme  must  be  laid  before  him ;  and 

miLtUllyAlj  U AZiJlj  1 1  Jji.  promote  it,  and  who  are  parties  to  Uie 
Friday^  January  17, 184A.  proposed  organization,   must  be   de- 
'  clared." 

*<  Licet  omnibuf,  licet  etiunmihi,  dignitatem        This  expression   they  have  hailed 

Jrtu  Mediem  tueri;  potestaa  modo  veniendi  in  with  the  utmniBf  enfiaffl^^/m    ««^  li»«-. 

publicum  lit,  dicendi  periculnm  non  recuK)."  T.  "        uunost  satisfaction,  and  have 

CioBso.  thereupon  at  once  determined  to  afford 

"""^  their  co-operation  in  matnring  such  a 

INCORPORATION  OF  GENERAL  plan  as   may  commend  itself  to  the 

PRACTITIONERS.  judgment  of  Sir  James  Graham,  and 

Although  it  is  universally  admitted  secure  his  approval.    Unanimity,  they 

that  medicine,  as  an  art,  is  one  and  very  wisely  observe,  should  if  possible 
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prevail  on  this  important  subject,  "  be-  There  are  some  among  themselves 
cause  any  material  disagreement  in  who  do  not  hesitate  to  allege  that  the 
principle  or  detail  would  afford  a  parties  now  so  zealously  engaged  in  the 
strong  reason  for  the  Secretary  of  State  movement  going  on  here  are  actuated 
withholding  his  consent  to  the  scheme  in  their  proceedings  by  hostility  to  the 
altogether.''  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  and  who 
Now  while  we  grant  that  the  Society  question  **  whether  their  purpose  be, 
of  Apothecaries  have  acted  with  great  not  so  much  to  humble  that  institution 
discretion  and  liberality  in  this  matter,  as  to  promote  the  te7«(/are  of  the  general 
and  that  no  technical  objection  can  be  practitioners*."  If  such  be  their  mo- 
urged  against  the  measure  of  incorpo-  tives,  their  agitation  will  prove  a  dead 
ration  in  question,  we  entertain  strong  letter.  But  would  the  degradation  or 
doubts  as  to  any  ultimate  advantages  annihilation  of  that  institution  tend  to 
which  the  general  practitioners  of  £ng-  mend  matters  ?  By  no  means.  We  are 
land  would  derive  therefrom.  We  do  convinced  that  a  considerable  amount 
not  believe  it  would  at  all  better  either  of  the  public  con6dence  enjoyed  by  the 
their  present  or  their  future  condition,  general  practitioners  is  due  to  the  cir- 
They  complain  that  the  College  of  Phy-  cumstance  of  their  possessing  the  di- 
sicians  bears  no  sympathy  towards  plomaofa  college  from  which  a  Hunter, 
them ;  that  they  have  been  despite-  a  Cline,  an  Abemethy,  and  a  Cooper, 
fully  used  by  the  College  of  Surgeons,  emanated.  Hence,  secession  from  that 
that  very  College  of  which  the  great  body  would  be  more  likely  to  abate  than 
majority  of  them  are  enrolled  as  mem-  enhance  the  general  estimation  they 
bers ;  and  they  now  say,  we  shall  not  now  so  deservedly  hold, 
rest  satisfied  until  we  are  established  We  entreat  our  professional  brethren 
as  a  distinct  third  eitaU,  with  rights  to  ponder  this  in  their  hearts.  We 
End  privileges  gf  our  own.  In  their  would  remind  them  that  there  is  ample 
present  position  the  general  practi-  room  for  reform  as  regards  every  de- 
tioners  naturally  address  themselves  to  partment  of  physic.  Let  us  with  one 
the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  who  say,  accord  demand  checks,  seek  for  guards, 
mature  a  plan  which  may  meet, the  insist  on  securities  against  the  unlawful 
approbation  of  the  Home  Secretary;  encroachments  of  unqualified  pre- 
and  the  Home  Secretary,  employing  tenders.  Let  us  entrench  ourselves  be- 
the  argumentum  ad  hominem,  replies  hind  strong  defences,  and  fortify  our- 
in  a  manner  which  might  be  interpreted  selves,  with  all  care,  against  the  avaults 
thu«:  show  me  your  men;  prove  tome  of  the  ignorant  and  illiterate,  who  are 
that  they  are  distinguished  for  their  now  defrauding  us  of  our  just  gains, 
learning ;  that  they  have  advanced  the  But  let  not  the  spirit  of  faction  step  in 
boundaries  of  medical  science;  that  they,  and  damage  the  good  cause.  Nor  let 
as  constituting  at  least  nine- tenths  of  the  it  be  insinuated  that  the  aim  is  not  so 
medical  men  of  this  country,  have  con-  much  to  put  down  as  to  obtain  a  mo- 
tributed,  in  proportion  to  their  num-  nopoly  of  quackery. 

ber,  to  render  it    pre-eminent  above  

other  nations  by  progressive  improve-  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE  SONS  OF 

ment  in  the  healing  art,  by  the  disco-  MEDICAL  MEN. 

very  of  ntw  means  of  alleviating  pain,  ^g  ^ugur  favourably  of  a  proposal  for 

or  of  remedying   disease.      In  other  ^^^  establishment  of  schools  for  the 

words,  if  Government  is  to  found  a  new 

College,  let   craod  cause  be  shown  for  ^*  Letter  from  Mr.  Colc.  of  Bewdley,  in  Pro- 

.  ^  '      .    °  vincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  Jan.  S, 

Its  foundation.  1S46. 
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sons  of  medical  men,  on  such  moderate  ^  *^**c  forms  under  which  the  required 

terms  of  expense  as  may  be  consistent  amount  of  capital  should  be  raised, 

with  a  course  of  education  of  a  high  namely,  shares,  donations,  and  bene- 

character;  being  convinced  that  preli-  ^tions. 

minary  education  throughout  the  £ng-  'M.  iS?A«rc«.— Proposals  to  be  issued 

lish  medical   profession  at  large  has  for  the  disposal  of  three  or  five  hundred 

i_  _  I          .            I        ..       A -i-Mz  shares  ofthe  value  of  twentv-UTe  pounds 

been  long  at  a  very  low  ebb.    An  addi-  ^^^ .  ^^^  ,^  ^^  ^^  ^^^,   P;^^ 

tional  argument  in  behalf  of  an  esta-  ghare  to  be  paid  in  at  a  banker's,  at  the 

blishment  of  the  kind  is  dedncible  from  time  of  subscription,  subject  to  further 

the  fact,  that  the  profession  at  the  pre-  caU?t  m  more  money  may  be  required. 

^^ .  _          . .            ,  .  ,        ,4.^i,«j  ShareholdCTS  to  be  of  the  medical 

sent  moment  IS  completely  overstocked,  profession;  and  no  subscriber  to  hold 

and  many  a  praptitioner  is  withheld  m^,^  ^i,an  debt  shares.     The  transfer 

from  affording  his  sons  an  education  of  shares  to  be  to  medical  men  only. 

befitting  their  station  in  life,  simply  ^or  each  share  the  subscriber  to  have 

#•-««,    «,«„♦     ^f    ...^*,.      luk;!^    »«  the  right  of  nomination  for  one  boy  at 

from   want    of    means,      wnile    we    ^  ^^z.  sj-j  «u  « .u^  #  n  * 

...  a  time,  provided  that  the  full  amount 

strongly  advocate   the  prime   impor-  of  each  share  shall  have  been  paid  up ; 

tance  of  elementary  instruction,   we  but  no  share  shall  authorize  more  than 

would  at  the  same  time  caution  parents  fi^c  consecutive  nominations ;  nor  be 

-«^    <M,»^:.«.    ..*.;«««^   K«4n/*:n<,  ««  available  for  more  than    fifty  ycais, 

and   guardians   against   brmging  up  ^^  ^  ^^^  diarehokiir  ^Sall 

youth  for  a  calling  where  the  chances  go^vive  that  period.  And  the  bolder 
of  earning  an  honest  livelihood  are  so  of  any  number  of  shares  not  to  be  en- 
precarious*.    Government  might  very  titled^  to  more  than  three  nominatioiis 

well  impose  a  heavy  tax  upon  every    ***i*°if'     ,.  nn.      *i.  -. 

.,..,*;      ^    .      '          /^,     J,  ^  "2.  £>iMMliOTu.— They  propose  that 

individual  entering  the  profession  dor-  ^  additional  amount  of  capitalshidl  be 

ing  the  next  ten  years,  so  as  to  provide  raised  under  the  name  of  donations,  to 

a  fund  for  the  support  of  destitute  su-  form  part  of  the  same  stock ;   and  to 

pernumeraries.  ^I^a^^^^  ^T^  ^JI^'*^ 

^,__         .    ^     •  •     ^  J    ^ «!.             I  ofthe  donor,  and  no  longer:  bat  donors 

The  project  originated  at  the  annual  to  be  at  Uberty  to  nwiinate  pro^iec- 

meeting  of  the  Provincial  Medical  and  tivel;r.    The  lowest  donation  conferring 

Surgical  As80ciation,held at Northamp-  privileges  to  be  twenty  pounds,  wbien 

ton,  in  August  last,  and  the  following  •^^l   ^^   *^  f**^  privil^jes  as 

'.         *'.               •     «  J  shares  of  twenty-five  pounds:   these 

gentlemen  were  nominated  as  a  com-  donations  shall  be  pidio  fuU  at  the 

mittee  for  carrying  it  out : — Dr.  Forbes,  time  of  subscription.    Donors  of  fifty 

Dr.  Kerr,  Dr.  Heygate,  Dr.  Edwards,  pounds  to  be  entitled  lor  life  to  the 

Dr.  Hodgkin,  Dr.  Hardwick,  Dr.  Bodd,  nomination  of  t#o  pupfls  always  in  the 

m#      tx  J      «     ¥#-     "KT -1^ \M^  school.   Donors  ofone  hundred  pounds 

Mr.    Hodgson,    Mr. -Nunneley,    Mr.  and  upwards,  to  be  entitled  lor  Tifcto 

Daniell,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Martin.  the  nomination  of  three  pupils  eoo- 

Schools  on  a  similar  plan  to  that  temporaneoosly  in  the  school :  and  the 

now  recommended  have  been  founded  nominations  of  donors  of  tfae^iaryest 

by  members  of  other  profe^ons,^  the  J^^^oJ^otlT JSelL?^ 

clergy,  and  the  officers  of  the  Royal  the  right  of  becoming  donon,  with 

Navy,  and  have  proved  most  useful  equal  privilM^es  as  to  right  of  nonina- 

seminaries  for  learning.  tion,  with  those  of  the  medical  pro- 

It  i.  proposed,  in  the  fi«t  in.t,|nce.  ^S"-  S£4-2i&  IJk'UTi^ 

to  raise,  by  way  of  capital,  the  sum  of  ^f  three  nominations  must  be  m  fevour 

£2000  at  least,  as  the  basis  on  which  of  the  sons,  grandsons,-  nephews,  or 

all  their  future  proceedings  must  rest  j  wards  of  medical  men. 

and  it  is  recommended  that  there  should  .  '*?'    Beme/Mctums. —As    there  win 

___: doubtless  be   many  members  of  (be 

*  See  mme  f«>iark«  hj  Mr.  Airml  T.ylor  on  P«>^ession,    who,  ,*\lhout  Jjasbinjg   to 

this  pmnt,  in  aformerpvtof  tbuNo.~Ko.  Gax.  mcor  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of 
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the  shareholders  and  donors,  will  be  stored   minds,  elevated   by   religious 

anxious  to  promote  the  interests  of  an  instruction  according  to  the  doctrines 

institution  of  such  inestimable  value  to  and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England, 
their  brethren,  it  is  proposed,  in  the        «  9th.  The  officers  of  the  institution 

third  place,  to  adopt  an  additional  form  to    be   a    president,    vice-presidents, 

for  the   increase   of  the  capital,   by  trustees,  treasurer,  auditors,  and   sc- 

means  of  independent    contributions  cretary. 
under  the  name  of  Benefactions.  "  lOth.  The  government  of  the  Insti- 

"  As  no  privilege  will  attach  to  these  tution  to  reside  in  a  Council,  twenty- 
contributions,  they  will  bear  no  fixed  fbur  in  number,  being  all  members  of 
amount,  but  the  smallest  as  well  as  the  the  medical  profession,  elected  from  the 
largest  sums  will  be  acceptable,  and  shareholders  and  from  the  donors,  with 
will  be  applied  to  the  promotion  of  the  power  to  apply  the  capital  to  the 
general  purposes  of  the  institution."  purchase,    renting,    furnishing,     and 

The  committee  consider  it  advisable  fitting   un    of  appropriate  premises : 

at  present  to  prepare  for  the  establish-  J^^^^j"  ^Vh'/  eTt?^«XecU°oL^'ol 

ment  of  one  school  only,  consisting  of  the  affairs  of  the  society.    The  membera 

not  less  than  two  hundred,  nor  more  to  continue  in  office  three  vears ;   and 

than  three  hundred  boys.    The  follow-  to  go  out  in  sections  of  thirds,  but  to  be 

i„g  are  the  regulaUo^  touching  the  Sl5oSil '^'^f  tfpow^r S 

admission  of  pupils  and  government  of  consent  of  the  president,  to  add  to  their 

the  school.  number  such  contributors  to  their  funds 

"Ist.     Pupils  to  be  admitted   by  ^  they  may  deem  qualified  to  render 

nomination  only.  essential   service    to    the   institution, 

"2d.  The  sons, grandsons,  nephews,  «"^J^cf  to  confirmation   at  the  next 

or  wards,  of  members  of  the  medical  *°°V?1J°%''"«-         ,         ,.         .  ,, 
profession,  to  be  eligible  for  admission      ,     *  \y\'  ^^e  annual  meetings  of  the 

at  the  charge,  for  board  and  education,  shareholders  and  donore  to  be  held 

of  thirty  guineas  per   annum,    with  «lher  m  London,  or  at  the  school ;   or 

three  gulnels  as  an  Strance  fee.  wherever  the  Council  may  consider  to 

"3£  The  sons  of  persons,  NOT  being  ^  ^^^  ^."f^'®- .  ^^  ^^^^  meetings, 

the  sons,  grandsons,  nephews,  or  wards,  Z^  ^t  special  meetings  to  be  convened 

of  members  of  the  medical  profession,  ^r  the  Council  there  will  be  power  to 

to  be  likewise  eligible  for  admission,  ''^^^l^^' °^t^?  *^'  °'^!?'  regulations, 

but  at   the  annual   charge  of  forty  Pfovided  that  due   notice   has    been 

guineas;   the  entrance  fee  to  be  the  g^v^"- 
same  in  both  cases.  Subjoined  is  the  list  of  subscribers 

••4th.  Payments  to  be  made  half-  during  the  last  week  of  November  1844. 
yearly,  in  advance,  and  to  include  all        Sharehclders.-^'E.  Daniell,  Newport 

expenses,  excepting  for  printed  books,  Paenel,  1  share ;  T.  Martin,  Reigate, 

which  will  be  a  separate  charge,  at  1  share;  E. Wallace, Carshal ton,  1  share; 

prime  cost.  T.  Nunneley,  Leeds,  1  share. 

"5th.  Shareholders  and  donors  not  Donori.— A.  Kobertson,M.D.  North- 
to  be  allowed  to  nominate  pnpils  not  ampton,  £100;  T.  Martin,  Reigate, 
being  the  sons,  grandsons,  nepnews,  or  £100 ;  J.  Hodgson,  Birmingham,£lOO; 
waros,  of  members  of  the  medical  pro-  Sir  B.  Brodie,  Bart.  London,  £100 ;  J. 
fession,  in  a  larger  proportion  than  one  Forbes,  M.D.  London,  £100 ;  A.  Hard- 
in three.  wick,  M.D.  Kensington,  £20 ;  Sir  J. 

"  6th.  Boys  not  to  be  received  before  Clark,  Bart.  London,  £  100 ;  P.  J.  Mar- 
they  are  ten  years  of  age,  nor  after  they  tin,  Pulborough,  £25. 
are  fourteen ;   nor  to  remain  at  school       Benefactors. — The  Misses  Wallace, 
longer  than   until  they  are  eighteen  Carshalton,   £25;    E.  Wallace,    Car- 
years  of  age.  shalton,  £20. 

"7th.    Before  pupils  are  received,  ^     ,    

they  are  to  be  approved  by  the  council  We  would  invite  the  attention  of  our 

of  the  school.  readers  to  an  article,  entitled  "  Society 

"8th.  The  course  of  education  to  be  and  the  Doctors,"  that  has  just  appeared 

of  a  high  character,  liberal  and  com-  in  the  second  number  of  "  Young  Eng- 

prehensive ;  calculated  to  produce  well  land,"  and  to  which  we  may  probably 

principled,  well  disciplined,  and  well  refer  hereafter. 
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MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION.  MESMERISM    APPLIED    TO 

SURGICAL  OPERATIONS, 

A  MEETING  of  the  medical  profesBion  OBJECTIONABLE. 

at  Cambridge  took  place  upon  the  3d  

current,  R.  M.  Fawcett,   Esq.  in  the        To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
chair.    Thenecessity  of  some  alteration  ^^^ 

in  the  laws  relating  to  the  medical  pro-  ' 

fession  was  admitted,  and  Ihauks  were  In  your  No.  for  the  13th  January  is  mserted 

tendered  to   Government  for    having  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Chatto  on  the  above 

brought  the  subject  before  the  notice  subject,  in  reply  to  which  I  respectfully 

of  Parliament :  but  an  opinion  was  at  wbmit  a  few  remarks,  premising  "  that  I  am 

the  same  time  exnressed  that  the  pro-  "  sceptical  as  most  persons  as  to  the  ultra 

^^»^A   Ti:n    4i,^.,«u    ^^rifoini'nr*    a^ma  preteuslons  of  thc  profcssofs  of  thc  sft" — if 

nosed  B  11,  though  contauiing    some  ^   ^.^  ^^  ^  nnderstood  the  conversion 

beneficial  clauses,  requires  alteration  ^  u^^^^j  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^ 

m  several  important  points     A  Central  J^(^  Martineau)  into  wine,  the  reductioi 

Council  was  approved,  while  the  con-  j^  ^  fortnight  of  a  considerable  projection  of 

stitution  of  the  Council  of  Health  and  t^e   lumbar   vertebra    (vide    Irutruetion 

Medical  Education   was  objected   to.  Pratique),  or  the  elongation  in  six  weeks  of 

because  no  provision  is  made  for  the  a  shortened  leg  some  three  inches ;  not  for- 

Hcentiates  in    medicine   and  surgery,  getting  reading  with  the  occiput  or  the  big 

The  annual  publication  of  a  register,  toe,  the  seeing  through  (imperforate)  stone 

under  the  autnority  of  Government,  was  walls,  the  ghostly  translation  to  Hull  of  one 

deemed  highly  desirable,  but  the  re-  bodily  at  Tynemouth,  or  the  clear  notions 

moval  of  all  restrictions  upon  unlicensed  ^  pathology  add  tlftrapeutics  of  a  cook  or  a 

practitioners    was  opposed,    and    the  lady's  maid.    As  to  all  such  pretensions,  it 

adoption  of  some  summary  means  of  '^^h  ^  ^^^  "  *  ^^^  strange  procedure,  at 

restraint  recommended.     It  was  further  *^«  present  day,  to  condemn  them  by  a  pHori 

submitted  that  the  graduates  in  medi-  reasomng  alone,"  when  we  keep  in  view  the 

cine  at  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  ^^^^  7^^^,  ~^,  T*^^?  "«  J^'^'^^f ; 

Cambridge  shouM  not  be  subject  to.the  ^^.^^gli;;??^^^^^^^^ 

necessity  of  undergoing  an  examina-  ^^^  i^^^*'  ^  ^^  ^^  ^  .^^  exp^ments 

tion  at  the  College  of  Physicians  pre-  ^^^  ^^  y^^^  ^^^^^  ^1,1^^  of  ^^^^  ^ 

viousl^    *?„^®'"g  registered   by    the  available  on  other  occasions  although  not 

Council  of  Health.  expressly  instituted.     Our  outward  senses, 

given  us  by  Providence  to  relate  us  to  ma- 

At  a  meeting  of  medical  practitioners  terial  nature,  are  far  from  being  **  infallible" 

of  Aylesbury  audits  vicinity,  held  at  — ^at  least,  taken  separately  :  each  requiires  to 

the    Buckinghamshire    Infirmary,    on  be  checked  by  others,  in  even  ordinary  cases, 

the  8th  current,  Robert  Ceeley,  Esq.  and  at  times,  were  it  not  for  the  dictates  of 

in  the  chair,  several  resolutions  were  reason — ^to  which  they  are  clearly  subser- 

unanimously    carried.      Great    disap-  I'ient— even  more  senses  than  one  may  be 

l)ointment  was  expressed   as    ta  the  deceived,  aye,  and  more  individuals  than 

inadequacy  of  the  BUI.      It  was   con-  one*.    Let  us  make  a  just  estimate  of  rea- 

tended     that     legislative     enactment  wn  and  of  our  sensw,  overrating  neither  at 

should  protect  the  public  against  the  ^l^^^^jl^i*  ^^f^'^ISTn^^^ 

unqualffied.  and  maintain  thfrights  of  ^J^^laT  Ind  wJ  Z^?Z^.  ^Lh  w 

.»  r* ^«i;c' J ^'A.'  Ai.®^   xu  mandea ;    and  we  cannot  receive  anytnmg 

the    qui^Ufied    practitioner;    that  the  ^  opposition  to  either  the  one  or  the  other! 

constitution  of  the  proposed  Council  of  j^  ^\^^  u  ^^lUe  test  of  experiment." 

Health  is  objectionable,  and  the  ex-  ^^^  -^  it  that  past  experimente  are  now  to  be 

elusion  therefrom  of  the  general  prac-  denounced  as  fallacious  ?    Is  our  daily  and 

Udoner  prejudicial  to  the  public  and  to  hourly  acquaintance  with  Nature's  pheno- 

the  bulk  of  the  profession ;  and  that  it  mena,  tending  over  a  lifetime  to  conclusions 

is  necessary  to  obtain  a  charter  for  the  unquestioned,  tested  by  thousands  of  our 

incorporation  of  the   general  practi-  race  under  such  a  variety  of  circumstances, 

tioners.    A  Provisional  Committee  was  to  be  spumed,  and  give  way  to  the  mush- 

at  the  same  time  formed  for  the  organi-  room-likeand chameleon-like  "experiments" 

zation  of  the  "  Bucks  Medical  Associ-  ^^  mesmerists  ?    The  vast  majority  of  our 

ation."  profession,  and  of  the  intelligent  public,  too, 

""^  •  See  Miss  M'Avoy's  case  at  Liverpool,  by  Dr. 

Renwick,  some  twenty  years  ago. 
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will  answer    in    the    n^gatiTe.     For  even  sach    **  ultra-partisans/'  wben   onoe  tbej 
among  the  homble-minded  (or  would-be-so)  have   so  fisir  forgotten  their   "  profession^ 
who  receive  in  child-like  simplicity  the  evi-  responsibility"  as  to  give  but  the  semblance 
dence  of  their  senses  at  all  times,  hazarding  of  an  adhesion  to  mesmerism,  by  gravely 
no  conjectures  or  hypotheses, — how  is  it,  setting  about  its  examination,  unless  as  a  de- 
sir,  that  our  experience  of  the  properties  of  lusion,  illustrative,  certainly,  of  the  workings 
the  eye  and  its  component  parts,  of  the  of  the  mind,  and  of  mentid  influence  over 
tissues  composing  the  skull  audits  coverings,  bodily  sensation  and  function — the  nature  of 
and  of  the  big  toe,  has  up  to  this  time  been  which  is  still  unknown  to  us ;  its  extent  we 
a  blank  ?    If  so,  how  can  we  talk  of  the  may     call     boundless.*       What    medical 
*'  infallible  test  of  experiment  ?"     In  short,  man,    with  these  ultra- pretensions  before 
whether  or  not  the  evidence  of  our  senses  him,  and  remembering  the  **  conversion"  to 
be  worthy  of  our  confidence,  such  preten-  mesmerism,  in  all  its  rankest  folly,  of  but 
sions  are  at  once  proved  to  be  false ;   if  our  too  many  "  scientific  and  unprejudiced  men," 
pfl^t  experience  be  worthless,  much  more  so  would  be  warranted  in  entering  upon   "  a 
must  be  the  experience  of  our  mesmeric  patient,  deliberate,  and  candid  examination 
friends,  for  the  testimony  of  our  senses  can  into  the  whole  matter  ?"     Where  is  the 
never  again  be  received.     Under  the  sem-  proof,  nay  the  probability,  or  even  chance, 
blance  of  an  openness  to  conviction  through  that  **  a  repetition  of  the  experiments  on  an 
appeals  to  our  sense?,  let  us  not  detract  enlarged  scale"  by  any  body  of  men  what- 
from  the  authority  of  reason,  nor  offer  a  soever,    **  will  prove  decisive"  of  such  a 
disguised  insult  to  our  senses  themselves,  question,  or  satisfactory  alike  to  the  '*  ere- 
We  all  feel,  and  practically  allow  this,  as  dulous"  and  '*  deluded"  mesmerists,  and  to 
proved  by  that  very  scepticism  and  apathy  their   "  unphilosophical"  and    '*  bigotted" 
which  the  votaries  of  such  a  delusion  so  opponents  ?     Have  we  ever  yet  seen  experi* 
generally  deplore.    It  would  be  well  for  ments,  observations,  or  discussions,  settle 
Mr.  Chatto  and  others  to  hesitate  before  any  question  of  that  class  to  which  mes- 
they  speak  of  '*  dogmatical  and  unphilo-  merism  but  too  clearly    belongs  ?      Such 
sophical   course,"    **  yielding  scepticism,"  matters  involve  our  feelings  more  certainly 
*'  culpable  apathy,  and  a  want  of  due  recog-  and  extensively  than  they  do  our  careful 
nition  of   professional  responsibility,"   or  mental  efforts ;   the  wish,  with  each  party, 
throw  out  hints    and    insinuations    about  becomesfather  to  thethoi^t;  oonclustonsy 
"  neglected  opportunities  of  alleviating  hu-  more  dependent  in  such  cases  on  our  mental 
man  suffering;"  let  the  advocates  of  both  constitution  and  temperament, — having  been 
sides  of  this  and  similar  questions  reflect  hastily  arrived  at, — sophistry  is  invoked, 
lest  they  be  caught  doing  what  they  them-  and  quari-heiM  are  impressed,  to  bolster  np 
selves  so  loudly  condemn ;  lest,  while  in-  opinions  already  adopted,  we  may  say  men- 
dignantly  repelling  an   "  impeachment  of  tally  assimilated,  by  the  respective  parties ; 
veracity,"  or  *'  a  charge  of  collusion,"  they  each,  feeling  but  too  soon  his  identificatioii 
be  found  stigmatising  all  who  differ  from  with  certain  views,  flushed  at  one  moment 
them  as  devoid  of   candour,  reason,  and  with  appearances  of  success  and  a  prospect 
humanity.    To  Mr.  Chatto,  rejecting,  as  he  of  victory,  or  anon  nettled  by  Impending 
seema  to  do,  the  **  ultra  pretensions,"  the  defeat,  becomes  only  less  able  to  retrace  his 
foregoing  remarks  may  appear  irrelevant ;  steps  as  advance  becomes  difficult ;  the  one* 
but  they  are  made  under  the  decided  con-  piquing  himself  on  his  philosophical  acute- 
viction  that  mesmerism  is  one  entire  whole,  ness  and  rational  circumspection,  is  '*  sorry 
of  which  the  "  ultra  pretensions"  are  the  to  see  so  much  excitement  and  credulity"  in 
hitherto   invariable  conclusions — the   Cha-  his  opponent,  who,  admiring  philosophical 
rybdis  destined  to   engulph  all  who  may  candour  above  all  things,  deplores    "the 
have  got  within  its  outer  current — scarcely  scepticism   and  apathy"  of  especially  the 
perceptible,    but    nevertheless    centripetal,  medical  profession.    No  good  ever  yet  came 
Shocking  to  our  reason,  and  contradictory  of    arguments  or  experiments  in  sach  a 
of  our  experience,  as  such  monstrous  allega-  cause  j  in  all  such  we  see  the  same  sort  of 
tions  unquestionably  are,  is  it  not  matter  of  men  upholding — the  same  kind  of  men  op- 
melancholy  experience  that  we  cannot  trust  posing — the  same  feelings  worked  upon-— 
any  one  for  not  ultimately  believing,  blindly  the  same  style  of  going  to  work  adopted^- 
and  implicitly,  these  '*  ultra  pretensions  ?"  the  same  terms  and  epithets  used — the  same 
Are  we  not  warranted  in  thus  speaking,  unsatisfactory   termination  in  every   case, 
when  we  refer  to  the  already  avowed  votaries  The  history  of  one  is  that  of  all  of  them ;  and 
of  mesmerism,  and  bear  in  mind  their  honest  instead  of  any  hospital-surgeon  entering  on 
worth  in  many  cases,  and,  more  strange  and  such  an  inquiry  as  that  proposed  by  Mr. 
disheartening  still,  in  some  instances  their  Chatto,  I  would  rather  recommend  our  psy- 
intelligence  ?     Looking  to  the  past,  I   re-  chologists  and  asylum-physicians  to  embrace 

spectfully  offer  it  as  my  own  opinion,  that    — r-r — -,.--. — . --  _^ rr—, — .    _,  , 

i;?fil  if  •««  ..oi:.»^ii  ^«  Twi  »1  J%m1  *«ln  on  *  ^ec  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs,  Hecker's  Bpi- 

litUe  If  any  rebance  cut  be  ptaced  even  on  ^^^1^,^  MKay's  Fopular  OeluaJonss  also  dSi- 

medical  men  for  not  finally  adnutting  even  potet  and  Deleuie. 
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the  present  opportnoity,  among  the  many  what  agent  we  employ.  Although  we  pos- 
afforded  by  this  and  erery  age,  to  advance  seas  abundance  of  materials,  yet  the  snbject 
our  knowledge  of  mental  operations  and  has  never  been  treated  apart,  or  even  had  a 
their  action  on  the  body. — "  But  to  do  reasonable  amount  of  attention ;  in  my 
good !"  exclaim  mental  mesmerists,  '*  to  humble  opinion  this  is  the  most  promising 
alleviate  mental  sufferings!"  Take  it,  sir,  chance  we  have  of  clearing  away  many  un- 
even on  this  benevolent  ground ;  and  it  may  certainties  of  action  and  discrepandea  of 
be  a  question  whether  the  act  is  not  one  of  writers.  However,  such  a  modus  operandi 
pseudo- philanthropy,  one  of  disguised  and  there  undoubtedly  is  more  or  less  perhaps  in 
unintentional  cruelty,  just  as,  under  the  every  instance  of  medical  treatment ;  and 
semblance  of  an  undisputed  homage  paid  to  the  question  is,  how  often  and  how  far  are  we 
the  evidence  of  their  senses,  men  jnay  warranted  in  availing  ourselves  of  it  ? 
grossly  insult  the  same,  and  prove,  by  their  Opinion  varies  on  the  point  of  course,  and  as 
very  display  of  subserviency,  that  their  ad-  usual  we  have  a  stem  and  uncompromising 
hedon  and  good  faith  are  never  to  be  relied  man  at  one  extreme,  a  man  of  great  worth 
on.  As  medical  men,  know  we  not  of  a  and  straightforwardness,  and  opposed  to 
thermometer  bulb  placed  beneath  the  tongue,  him  an  amiable  and  agreeable  man ;  these 
and  of  bread-pills,  &c.,  having  wrought  parties  naturally  differ;  the  former  speaks 
good  cures?  Would  Mr.  Chatto  for  a  mo-  of  *' imposition,"  and  disdains  *' such 
ment  consider  the  claims  **  of  mica  panU  or  quackery/'  while  the  latter  "would  never 
a  thermometer  bulb?"  Would  he,  now,  hesitate,"  nay  *' be  only  too  anxious  to 
really  vote  for  **  a  searching  investiga-  relieve  a  patient  by  any  means  whatever." 
tion  into  the  whole  subject  by  a  body  A  third,  and  intermediate  section,  would  dis- 
of  adentific  and  unprejudiced  men?"  card  every  approach  to  deception  in  the  case 
Sorely  not ;  it  is  of  course  to  be  understood  of  the  intelligent,  but  would,  to  avoid  useless 
that  Mr.  Chatto,  knowing  the  properties  (or  argument,  or  an  appeal  to  harsh  means,  in 
rather  the  inertness)  of  such  means,  and  that  the  case  of  an  unruly  child  or  an  obstinate 
they  are  the  apparent  agents  only,  in  a  bond  dotard,  have  recourse  at  once  to  some  degree 
fide  cute,  and  with  his  acquaintance  of  the  or  modification  of  deception ;  but  of  all 
human  machine,  its  nervous  system,  its  sub-  things,  Mr.  Editor,  whichever  course  we 
jection  to  the  mind  and  imagination,  &c.  may  pursue,  let  us  never  deceive  ourselves, 
would,  like  mysdf,  pass  from  the  outward  To  my  amiable  friends,  then,  who  would  say 
signs  to  the  drcumstances  under  whidi  Aey  ..^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^  ^  etrangergive  it  welcome, 
were  used — the  state  of  mmd  of  tne  patient  There  are  more  things  in  heaven  and  earth, 
on  whom,  as  Mr.  Chatto  knows,  ndther  the  Horatio, 
glass  bulb  nor  the  bread  piUs,  nor,  allow  me  Than  are  dreamt  of  in  your  philosophy :»' 

alyly  to  add,  "the  passes,"  would  act  after  i  would  respectfully  suggest  that  strangers' 

once  thdr  nature  was  understood ;  a  remark-  daims  be  not  allowed  to  shut  out  those  of 

able  difference  between  animal  magnetism  old  and  well  tried  friends — strangers    so 

and  galvanism,  bread  pills  and  ipecacnan;  received  and  made  way  for  will  but  feel 

and  throwing,  in  my  opinion,  some  light  on  themsdves  "  tenants  at  will,"  under  a  capri- 

the  curative  action  of  the  once  much  used  dous  landlord. 

hra$$ica  oleraeea,  of  new  or  costiy,  or  highly  Iq  conclusion,  sir,  allow  me  to  insist  on 

puffed,  or  gravely  prescribed  remedies — to  the  expediency  of  ^  First,  distinguishhig 

wit  on  curative  action  being  of  a  twofold  (among  *'  things  not  dreamt  of  in  our  philo- 

character  or  corporeal,  and  indirecUy  «ti  the  gophy")  between  tudb.  alleged  facts  as  are  at 

body  through  the  mind  and  imagination,  variance  with  truths  ascertained,  as  far  as 

In  therapeutic  investigations  the  former  or  facts  can  be,  by  reason  and  our  senses,  from 

direct  action  is  generally  but  too  exdudvdy  those  which,  how  novel  soever  they  may  be, 

attended  to— the  latter  neglected,  although  are  consistent  with,   or  at  least  not  con- 

known  and  admitted ;  yet  the  distinction  is  tradictory  of,  our  past  experience  of  natural 

an  important  one,  and  would  save  much  laws  and  phenomena ;  secondly,  distinguish- 

needless  or  misdirected  labour  to  many  of  ing  such  agendes  as  operate,  at  all  evenU. 

ourbrethren— under  theheads  of  mesmerism,  directiy  on  the  body,  as  galvanism    and 

diamond-powder,  quack-nostrums,  hydro-  ipecacnan,  from  those  that  only  act  indirectly 

pathy,  homoeopathy,  and  newly  introduced  on  the  body  through  the  mind  or  imagination, 

drugs.    These  two  modes  of  action  may,  and  as  bread  pills,  mesmeric  ceremonies,  and  the 

should  be,  separatdy  studied  for  sdentific  Uke  ;  and  lastly,  of  not  whicing  under  harsh 

purposes;  their confosion precludes  thepos-  epithete  applied  to  us  by  our  over  zealous, 

dbility  of  our  ascertaining  predsdy  the  but  doubtless,  well-meaning  opponents,  nor 

action  of  a  drug,  or  even  whether  it  have  of  returning  them  a  Roland  for  an  Oliver, 

any  action  at  all.    The  indirect  operation  of  Apologising  for  the  unusual  length  of  my 

an  agent  on  the  body  through  the  mind,  so  episUe, 

fiir  as  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  Believe  me,  sur,  respectfully  youra, 

enables  us  to  judge,  seems  to  be  such  ai  to  Mxdicus. 

render  it  matter  of  little  or  no  moment  Jan.  I8tf. 
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ST.    MARYLEBONE    INFIRMARY.  ^eansm  can  for  crcr  siutaiii  the  ihoeks  of 

___^  sach  competition.     Is  it  not  enongfa,  that  it 

n  the  EdHtor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  ^  ^  '!?"^/*T  '''*^"'*  k"*  ^  '* 

^  ncnst  be  adding  to  the  muery  by  a  ihaip 

Sib,                                       ,      «  competition  to  do  the  businesB  of  the  rich 

I  HE AKTiLY  agree  With  the  remarks  of  your  ^^  nothing,  when  there  is  so  mnch  real  merit 

correspondent  m  the  current  number  of  the  gtmggling  for  the  means  of  mere  ezUtence 

Mbdical  Gazsttb,  on  the  very  considerate  among  the  members  of  our  medical  colleges  ? 

and  just  conduct  of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  y^^^,  obedient  serrant, 

of  St.  MarylebonCy  in  having  shown  a  deter-  Philiatrus. 

mination  to  discontinue  gratuitous  medical  London,  Dec.  90, 1644. 

services.  _— 

But  whUe  this  independent  and  enlightened  MORTALITY  of  the  METROPOLIS. 

Board  has  adopted  this  principle  from  the  DeaihB  from  all  eatue$  regutered  in  ike 

hct  that  paid  officers  can  best  be  made  week  ending  Saturday,  Jan.  4. 

responsible  for  the  due  performance  of  their    All  Causes 1417 

duties.  I  must  beir  of  you  to  allow  me  to  ask    Spbcipibd  Causes  .  .....:•..  u-y-': •;"" 

uuvACB,  A  uiuow  u^yt  jwu  w  iHiuw  ujo  M/ «ik  I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 

two  or  three  questions  as  to  the  conduct  of  .  Gontagioat)  Diseases,  360;  among 

the  members  of  our  profession  in    these  which,  of— 

affairs.  M^Ser* '.;""    57 

When  the  parish  guardians  want  the  ser-  Scaiiatina  '!!.*.'.'.'.*.'!!.'!  ^ !!.'! !    S7 

vices  of  the  Law  or  of  the  Clergy,  do  the  Hooping  Cough  90 

members    of   those    professions    insist  on  Th*'*'*h ? 

obtruding  the  offer  of  their  gratuitous  ser-  DiaSicBa"!*.!!*.'.!!!!!!!!!!!!     I 

vices?     No.     It  it  unnecessary  to  multiply  Dysentery  !!!!..!.* !!..      l 

the  numberless  parallel  instances.  Cholera   1 

Then  why  do  the  members  of  our  despised  Ty^t^'^'^y^y^y^'^y^'^    99 

and    oppressed    profession    so    obstinately  ii.-.Diopsy,  (^er,imd  other  Disease's 

persist  on  the  impertinent  offer  of  their  of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  163 ; 

gr^tous-arioe.?     Perhap.  yo»  wUl  «y.  """KliSlmittJr 0 

because  the  hospital  suiigeons  do  SO.     But  Dropsy 99 

permit  me  to  add,  that  this  case  is  uttedy  Scrofula 9 

distinct  from  the  other.     Independently  of  At"^^h 2 

the  pupils' fees  to  the  medical  officers  of  DewBty  !!.'..'!.'!!!!.'!!!!!!!!    99 

hospitals,   these  institutions  are  voluntary  Sudden Draths..!! 39 

charities ;   while  the  workhouses  are  estab-  III.-Diseasesof  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 

lished  by  Uw,  in  which  the  sick  paupers  are  whteb'of-       '^'        '  "°''°* 

entitled  by  the  same  law  to  good  and  sufficient  Hydrocephalus 94 

medical  attendance,  which  their  guardians  Apoplexy 35 

«.  oompelkd  to  prond^  ^^SS^---—    S 

Our  profession  has  had  to  complain  of  the  Insanity  0 

bitter  insult  of   being  put  up   to   Dutch  Delirium  Tremens  ....- 4 

when  that  profession  is  still  more  cruel  to  among  which,  of 

itself  ?    Does  any  one  imagine  the  possibility  Pneumonia .• 140 

of   putUng    up  military,  naval,    legal,   or  '  2rthma***"^ & 

clerical  situations  to  Dutch  auction  ?      Oh  litlSfs  or  Coniuinption '.'.*. !  Id7 

no  :   simply  because  those  professions  never  Disesses  of  the  Lungs,  &c. ...    31 

have,  and  never  will  sanction  or  allow  any  ,X-~5}'****°C?i5*2.*"^  Blood-vessels    46 

fVitiJ  «f  fi.4.  i,;«^  VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 

thing  of  the  kmd.  other  Organs  of  Digestion,  91 ; 

If  a  clergyman  of  our  church  were  to  rush  among  which,  of^ 

to  offer  his  gratuitous  services  in  competi-  Tiething .*. .    .99 

tion  with  the  respectable  paid  chaplains  of  Enteritis 8 

our  prisons  or  workhouses,   his  insolence  Tabes  ......!]!!!!'.*.*.!.!*.»!'.    14 

would  be  forthwith  put  down,  after  a  proper  Hernia 6 

»pr»«.t.tion,  by  the  buhop.  SSt^S^EKr^c'.'.::::::  I 

I  oeg  you,  sir,  to  reflect  a  moment  on      vii.-^Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 11 

what  would  be  the  consequence,  if  inez-  VIII.— Childbirth,  Dislwses  of  the  Uterus, 

perienoed  young  lawyers  were  allowed  by  the  *«•  JJA,5??J»f  ^^*^^»  **'"" 

offer  of  gratuitous  or  cheap  services  to  usurp  Disease  of  Uterus. .'.!!!!!!!!!      9 

the  justice  seat.      No  doubt,  like  young  IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  theBonM, 

aspirants  for  doctoring  paupers,  they  might         ^     ^,  JoinU,  8tc, 10 

get  very  pretty  practicS.     But  woiUd  such  x^^SdA^'''^'''"'^""^'^'^!':.*?;  lli 

a  state  of  things  be  just  to  the  prisoners,  to  XIll— VlolenceVi4ivaUon,'cold^'andInt^^^ 

the  public,  or  to  the  law  profession  ?  peranoe 66 

I  should  like  to  know  whether  our  pro-  wilson  ft  Ooilvy,  57.  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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REPORTS  on  sereral  occasions  observed  that  his  ex- 

Qy  pectoration   was  tinged  with  blood.      For 

several  months  past  his  sight  and  strength 

CASES  TREATED  IN  UNIVERSITY  have  been  failing  ;  about  four  months  ago  he 

COLLEGE   HOSPITAL.  had  what  he  calls  a  "  liver  attack,"  suffering 

„     u   „                     na  Ti  much  from  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the 

By  H.  FfiARNSIDE,  M.B.  •   i.*    -j      u   *  u                   i.  •        j-     j        u      *. 

'  nght  side,  but  he  was  not  jaundiced  ;  about 

two  months  ago  he  caught  a  very  severe  cold. 

Gradual  failure  of  the  health  for  a  eon-  from  being  obliged  to  part  with  some  of  his 

nderable  period,  and  existence  ofvariout  clothing ;  he  has  of  late  suffered  much  from 

tymptoms  indicating  derangement  of  the  mental  anxiety,  his  appetite  and  spirits  have 

eereln-al    circulation ;     ntdden    loss    of  foiled,  he  has  frequently  had  headache,  his 

consciousness,  without  paralysis,  conttnu^  temper  became  irritable,  and  loud  noises, 

ing  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  for  sixty  q^  a  bright  light,  were  unpleasant. 

hours:   cessation  of  this  state,  and  de*  After  the  continuance  of  the  abovc-men- 

velopement  of  a  neuralgic  affection  of  the  tjoned   symptoms  for  about  three  weeks, 

loins  and  lower  extremities.     Rapid  and  during  which  he  had  undergone  much  physical 

successfultreatment  by  counter 'irritation,  exertion,  as  well  as  suffered  much  mental 

iodide  of  potassium,  and  generous  diet.  disquietude,  he  had  an  attack,  of  which  the 

John  Loveorote,  set.  43,  admitted  into  following  account  is  furnished  conjointly  by 

University  College  Hospital  under  Dr.  Taylor,  himself  and  his  wife.     On  the  night  of  A  pril 

May  5,  1843.     A  tall,  and  very  spare  man,  23d,  shortly  after  getting  into  bed,  he  ex- 

of  dark  complexion  ;   he  considers  himself  perienced  severe  pain  in  the  fore  part  of  the 

tolerably  strong,  and  has  generally  enjoyed  head  ;  the  greater  part  of  the  surface  of  the 

good  health ;  his  habits  of  life  are  regular ;  body  became  hot,  but  his  feet  were  cold ; 

his  occupation  is  that  of  a  tailor,  and  for  the  soon  afterwards  a  profuse  general  perspiration 

last  eight  or  nine  years  he  has  been  in  the  broke  out  upon  him  ;  he  then  became  sick 

habit  of  working  very  hard,  not  unfrequently  and  vomited  ;  this  was  succeeded  by  severe 

from  early  in  the  morning  until  near  mid-  rigors,  his  whole  body  being  in  a  state  of 

night.      For  some  time  past  he  has  found  tremor  for  some  time.     Of  his  state,  and  of 

much  difficulty  in  maintaining  himself  and  the    events    which    transpired   during    the 

hii  family  in  any  degree  of  comfort ;  he  has  ensuing  sixty  hours,  he  has  no  recollection, 

consequently  been  obliged  to  undergo  various  but  his  wife  informs  us  that  he  laid  almost 

privations,   and    not    rarely    he    has  been  motionless  in  bed,  without  any  stertor  or 

unable  to  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  wholesome  oppression    of    breathing,    and   apparently 

food.      He  has  been  a  resident  in  London  asleep  ;  on  being  roused,  he  replied  rationally 

since  the  age  of  14  years :  his  father  died  of  to  any  questions  which  might  be  proposed  to 

dropsy,  his  mother  of  old  age  ;    neither  of  him,  but  very  soon  relapsed  into  his  previous 

them  wa  s  subject  to  rheumatism ;  his  brothers  condition,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or 

and  sisters  all  died  when  young.      He  has  two  he  would  have  completely  forgotten  the 

hitherto  suffered  but  little  from  any  severe  circumstance ;  he  had  sufficient  consciousness 

illness;  anattackof  scarlatina,  and  an  injury  to  be  sensible  to  the  calls  of  nature,  but 

to  his  leg  having  been  the  sole  causes  of  his  refused  to  take  any  nourishment.     This  state 

being  confined  to  his  bed,  during  the  whole  appears  to  have  suddenly  ceased  on    the 

period  to  which  his  recollection  extends  ;  he  ensuing  Wednesday  morning,  and  the  first 

has,  however,  had  several  severe  catarrhs,  sensation  he  experienced  was  one  of  intense 

especially  during  the  last  two  years,  and  has  hunger ;  he  afterwards  felt  exceedingly  Ian- 
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gnid,  and  mach  disposed  to  sleep  ;  the  senses  Perctunon  npon  the  clavicle  elidts  a  clear 
of  sight  and  hearing  were  pecnliariy  sensitive  sound  upon  both  sides  of  the  chest,  bat  more 
to  impressions ;  he  had  pain  in  the  head,  so  upon  the  right  than  the  left ;  under  the 
was  thirsty,  and  there  was  considerable  heat  right  clavicle  the  sound  is  duller  and  the 
of  the  body  generally,  and  of  the  head  in  vocal  fremitus  stronger  than  beneath  the  left 
particular,  On  the  following  day,  the  pain  one.  The  retpiration  is  bronchial  below  the 
in  the  head  abated,  but  he  was  seized  ^ith  a  right  clavicle,  and  the  inspiratory  monniir 
violent  lancinating  pain  in  the  loins,  shooting  loud  and  roogh  below  the  left  one.  Hie 
thence  to  the  hips,  and  down  the  thighs,  sound  on  percussion  is  dull  over  both  supra- 
the  inner  parts  of  which  felt  benumbed,  scapular  regions,  the  dulnesa  extending  lower 
This  pain  has  continued,  and  has  been  so  upon  the  right  than  upon  the  left  side ;  the 
severe  as  to  confine  him  to  bed,  but  in  other  breath -sound  is  somewhat  bronchial  in  the 
respects  he  has  improved,  and  the  febrile  same  situations,  especially  upon  the  right 
symptoms  have  ceased.  When  the  lumbar  side,  and  during  expiration.  There  is 
pain  first  sprung  up,  he  suffered  from  a  nothing  abnormal'abouttbe  sounds  or  impulse 
frequent  desire  to  void  the  contents  of  his  of  the  heart ;  pulse  80,  soft,  and  corn- 
bladder,  and  a  smarting,  scalding  sensation  pressible. 

in  micturition ;    he  had  also  some  pain  in  The  tongue  is  moist  and  rather  furred  in 

defecation ;   both  of  these  symptoms,  how-  the  centre  ;  he  has  some  thirst,  no  nausea  or 

ever,  have  since  become  less  annoying.     The  sickness ;    appetite    good  ;    bowels    open ; 

medical  treatment  which  he  has  undergone  urine  pale,  sp.  gr.  1009,  slightly  acid,  un«> 

has  consisted  principally  in  the  administration  affected  by  heat  or  nitric  acid.     There  ta  no 

of  purgatives,   and  the  application  of  cold  enlargement  of  the  liver  or  spleen, 

lotions  to  the  head,  and  a  blister  to  the  nape  Treatment    and  subsequent  progress  qf 

of  the  neck.  the  case.^^The  patient  was  directed  to  take 

State  upon  admission, — The   surface  of  four  grains  of  Iodide  of  Potassium  three 

the  body  is  warm ;   he  complains  much  of  times  daily,  and  was  placed  upon  full  diet, 

languor  and  debility,  and  has  some  suspicion'  For  some  days  he  continued  to  complain  of 

that  the  right  side  of  the  body  is  weaker  than  heaviness  of   the  head,   especially  in  the 

the  opposite  one,  but  the  difference  is  by  no  occipital  region,    indistinct  and  perverted 

means  obvious.     There  is  considerable  ten-  vision,  as  well  as  of  the  pain  in  the  lower 

derness  upon  pressure  on  each  side  of  the  extremities, which  he  compared  to  that  which 

sacrum,  especially  near  its  upper  part,  and  would  be  occasioned  by  the  passage  of  an 

the  pain  extends  from  this  situation  down  electric  shock  through  the  parts,  occurring 

the  posterior  (and  slightly  inner)  surface  of  in  paroxysms  which  often  succeeded  each 

each  leg  to  the  ancle.      Pressure  upon  the  other  with  great  frequency  for  ten  or  fifteen 

sacrum  occasions  a  sudden  darting  pain  in  minutes,  and  then  subsiding  would  leave  him 

the  legs,  which  also  occurs    at    interyals  at  rest  for  an  hour  or  more.    This  pain  was 

spontaneously.  especially  induced  by  motion ;   its  removal 

He  has  some  headache,  and  complains  of  appeared  to  be  promoted  by  the  use  of  a 
a  sense  of  weight  over  the  eyebrows;  he  strong  ammoniacal  liniment,  with  which 
occasionally  has  the  sensation  of  flashes  of  friction  was  made  OTer  its  seat ;  and  this, 
light  passing  before  his  eyes,  and  tinnitus  vrith  the  gradual  increase  in  the  dose  of  the 
aurium ;  he  sleeps  well,  but  feds  giddy  on  Iodide  of  Potassium  to  dght  grains,  con- 
first  rising;  his  memory  is  somewhat  im-  stituted  the  whole  remedial  treatment;  under 
paired ;  his  spirits  have  been  better  since  the  employment  of  which  the  patient  pro- 
than  previously  to  the  attack,  but  his  sight  gressivdy  improved,  so  that  he  was  able  to 
has  failed  considerably.  leave  the  hospital  in  a  little  more  than  a 

The  chest  is  of  a  peculiar  elongated  form,  fortnight  after  his  admission.     The  Iodide  of 

as  if  it  had  been  subjected  to  lateral  com-  Potassium  appeared  to  produce  no  obvious 

pression.    The  ribs  are  very  obliquely  placed,  effects  on  the  system,  unless  a  copious  night 

with  a  direction  from  behind  downwards  and  perspiration  which  the  patient  experienced 

forwards,  and  they  meet  the  costal  cartilages  daring  his  stay  in  the  hospital  was  connected 

by  an  obtuse  and  prominent  angle ;    the  with  it.    The  appetite  continued  exceedingly 

sternum  being  sunk  in  a  depression.     The  good,  the  bowels  acted  regularly,  and  the 

cartilages  of  the  false  ribs  of  the  two  sides  sp.  gr.  of  the  urine  rose  from  1010  to  1015, 

are  approximated  so  as  almost  to  meet,  and  but   on  several   occasions  it   appeared  to 

there  is  about  a  hand's  breadth  only  between  oontainanexoessof  thesaltsofphosphoricadd. 

the  lower  border  of  the  tenth  rib  and  the  Although  at  the  period  of  his  discharge, 

umbilicus.      One  of  the  patient's  children  the  more  prominent  symptoms  were  either 

has  a  similarly  shaped  thorax.  removed,  or  greatly  mitigated,  thoee  referable 

He  has  no  cough,  dyspnoea,  or  pain  about  to  the  organs  of  specUd  sense  persiated  $ 

the  chest ;   the  right  side  appears  to  move  vision  remained  less  distinct,  and  hearing 

less  than  the  left  one  in  breathing ;  number  less  acute,  than  they  had  been  previously  to 

of  respirations,  18  per  minute.  the  attack. 
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ISaiiarAff.— The    diagnotU  in  this  nue  well  calculated  for  the  dcTelopment  of  undae 

was  rendered  less  predse  than  it  would  have  nervous  sensiMlit]^* 

been,   from    the  fact  that  a    considerable  The  signs  obtained  by  a  physical  ezamina- 

intciral  had  elapsed  between  the  date  of  the  tion  of  the  patient's  chest,  the  diminished 

patient*s  attack,  and  that  of  his  admission  motion  of  the  right  side,   the  dulness  on 

into  the  hospital.      It   appears  from  the  percussion  over  the  right  iofra-clavian  space, 

history  that  for  some  months  his  health  had  and  both  snpra-spinoiis  fossse,  the  increased 

been  failing ;     he  ha^  been    subjected  to  vocal  fremitus  under  the  right  clavicle,  and 

privation  and   much   mental  anxiety,   bad  the  bronchial  respiration  heard  over  the  same 

lived  poorly  and  worked  hard,  his  employment  part,  pointed  unequivocally  to  the  existence 

being  sedentary,  and  necessitating  a  stooping  of  some  condensation  in  the  upper  parts  of 

position  of  the  body.     It  was  not,  however,  the  lungs,  and  of  tbe^right  one  in  particular, 

until  the  evening  of  April  23d  that  these  From   the  fact  that  the  patient  had  been 

causes  issued  in  the  production  of  any  marked  failing  in  health  for  some  time,  that  he  had 

result.     The  affection,  an  account  of  which  on  ditferent  occasions  expectorated  blood, 

is  detailed  above,   was  cleariy  one  of  the  and  from  other  circumstances  connected  with 

nerrous  system,  and  appears  to  have  had  its  the  history  of  the  case,  there  appeared  equally 

origin,  in  cerebral  congestion.     It  bears  a  little  reason  to  doubt  that  this  was  owing  to 

close  analogy  to  the  group  of  symptoms  the  deposition  of  tuberculous  matter  in  the 

described    by    M.    Andral*    as    characte-  situations  just  indicated.     It  is  worthy  of 

rising  what  he  desctibes  as  the  second  form  remark  that  daring  the  time  that  the  patient 

of  this  pathological  state,  vix.  sudden  loss  of  was  under  observation,  there  was  an  entire 

consciousness,   with  or    without  preceding  absence  of  any  general  symptoms  leading  to 

giddiness,  but  without  any  distinct  paralysis,  the  inference  that  the  lungs  were  diseased. 

This  may  continue  from  some  minutes,  up  The  yrognosi*  in  this  case  cannot  be  con* 

to  thirty  hours,  and  is  succeeded  by  rapid  sidered  as  vei7  favourable ;   under  a  con* 

recovery  without  any  lesion  of  sensation  or  tinuance  of  the  same  causes  which  led  to 

motion,  although  there  may  be,  for  a  few  the  first  attack,  a  second  and  aggravated 

days,  a  little  difficulty  in  the  performance  of  one  may  be  anticipated ;  or  if  placed  in  more 

the  functions  of  relative  life.  favourable  circumstances,    and  should  the 

This  view  is  confirmed  by  the  nature  of  tendency   to  cerebral  disease  be  kept    in 

many  of  the  symptoms  of  which  the  patient  obeyance,    there    remains    the    pulmonary 

complained  when    he  first  came  under  our  affection,  which  it  is  but  too  probable  wiU 

observation.      The   headache,   somnolence,  continue  to  advance. 

slight  impairment  ofthe  intellectual  faculties.  But  little  need  be  said  relative  to  the 

andhebetudeof  some  of  the  senses,  are  what  treatment   of  this    case,    as    the    history 

might  be  expected  after  prolonged  disorder  fumisbea  the  best  comment  up  on  it.    Under 

of  the  cerebral  dronlation.     To  these  may  a  liberal  allowance  of  food,  counter-irritation 

be  added  another  rymptom  to  which  the  upon  the  spine  and  1^,  and  the  internal 

patient  made  refnrenoe  more  than  once,  a  administration  of  Iodide  of  Potassium,  the 

sense  of  weight  and  oppression  in  the  bade  patieat  rapidly  improved,  and  was  sufficiently 

of  the  heed ;  a  litnation  corresponding  to  the  well  to  leave  the  hospital  in  seventeen  days 

great  confluence  of  venous  blood  in  the  after  his  admission, 

torcular  Herophili.  — ■ 

The    tenderness    on  pressure    over    the  q^    ^yg    PRESENT    STATE    OP 

sacrum.andthe  pams  m  the  legs,  appear  to  TnPRAPFimrAT    moUIRY 

have  been  a  neuralgic  affection.     It  was  not  THERAPEUTICAL  INQUIRY. 

articular;  the  patient  had  no  predisposition  By  Jambs  Arnott,  M.D. 

to  rheumatism,  and  had  not  been  exposed  to  .  «...      ..,.,,  ._.  ^      «, 

the  usual  causes  of  that  disease.     On  the  Physician  to  the  Brighton  Dispensarr 

other  band,  the  suddenness  with  which  it  [Continued  fVom  page  461.] 

sprung  up,  its  severe  paroxysmal  character,  

its  following  the  course  of  the  nerves,  and     * *ujiia.*  u-uu^ 

tka  A><.f  fK-fr  n*««.iir»  «««.i  f»i«   ».1...».  APTER  thc  lUustfations  which   have 

uie  tact  toac   pressure  upon  tbe    sacrum  ,                        ^  .i_        •     •     i                   b 

occarioned  lancinating   p£  in    the    Im,  H^^"  8*^^."  ?{  ^^«  principal  sources  of 

strongly  support   the  former  supposition,  therapeutical  knowledge,  it  remains  to 

Again,  before    and  at  the  period  of  the  inq»iire  what  influence  theory  has  had 

patient's  admission,  several  of  the  symptoms  as  respecU  our  knowledge  of  remedies, 

of  what  has  been  designated  **  irritation"  of  If  the  explanation  of  the  morbid  con- 

the  lower  part  of  the  spinal  cord  were  present,  dition    rest  solely   on    mechanical  or 

such   as  frequent    and  painful  micturition  chemical    principles,   the   appropriate 

and  defSfecation.*     Moreover  the  previous    ~ — — — 

habits  and  mode  of  life  of  the  patient  were  *  The  urine  also  had  the  characters  usually 

'  seen  in  nervous  affbctions ;  it  was  pale,  watery, 

■ of  lowBpeciflc  gravity,  and  often  conteined  an 

*  CUniqne  Medicals,  ad  BdiC.  Vol.  Y.  p.  M«.  exceu  of  the  phosphates. 
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remedy  may,  as  has  been  admitted,  It  was  probably  the  analogy  between 
originate  from  such  explanation  ;  but  the  state  produced  by  narcotic  poisons 
what  is  called  the  theory  of  medicine,  and  the  state  of  suspended  animation 
or  pathology,  and  which  consists  from  drowning,  which  led  Mr.  Whately 
principally  in  an  explanation  of  the  to  the  employment  of  artificial  respira- 
elementary  forms  of  disease,  such  as  tion  in  the  remarkable  case  communi- 
irritation,  congestion,  inflammation,  cated  by  Dr.  William  Hunter  to  the 
tubercle,  spasm,  &c.  usually  implies.  Medical  Society  of  London,  and  re- 
a  consideration  of  the  laws  of  vitality,  corded  in  the  sixth  volume  of  their 
and  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system.  "  Medical  Observations  and  Enquiries." 
In  this  sense  it  would  be  an  easier  task  But  because  Mr.  Whately  was  not  an 
to  shew  the  mischief  theory  has  occa-  "  authority,"  as  has  been  remarked  in 
sioned  than  to  collect  the  instances  of  the  first  paragraph  of  this  paper,  as  he 
its  direct  advantage.  Nor  can  the  im-  had  no  connexion  with  any  celebnited 
portant  disclosures  of  morbid  anatomy,  school,  and  because,  perhaps,  his  im- 
with  regard  to  the  existence  and  portant  facts  were  not  supported  by 
analogy  of  diseases,  be  regarded  as  plausible  theory,  the  practice  of  which 
more  than  part  of  the  foundation  on  lie  had  thus  most  clearly  shown  the 
which  theory  of  this  description  has  efhcacy,  was  not  adopted,  and,  it  may 
been  built*.  be,  his  statement  was  not  generally  be- 
Theory  has  had  a  higher  character  lieved.  Twenty  years  afterwards,  and 
than  it  deserves  in  this  respect,  from  when  the  splendia  discoveries  of  Bichat 
improvements  having  been  attributed  on  the  relations  between  the  functions 
to  it  which  really,  proceeded  from  other  of  the  brain  and  heart  had  drawn  the 
sources.  We  have  an  instance  of  this  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  sub- 
in  a  remedy  which  has  been  already  ject,  the  inquiry  was  revived  by  Sir 
adverted  to.  The  opinion  is  still  com-  Benjamin  Brodie,and  his  theory  of  the 
monly  entertained  that  the  discovery  of  modus  operandi  of  the  remedy  being 
artificial  respiration  as  a  means  of  re-  more  in  accordance  with  modem  no- 
covery,  or  even  resuscitation,  from  the  tions  than  that  advanced  by  Mr, 
effect  of  narcotic  poisons,  originated  Whatelv,the  truth becameestablished*. 
from  theory.  It  is  true  that  a  plausible  But  theory  has  other  and  greater  uses 
theory  may  have  drawn  public  atten-  than  drawing  attention  to  important 
tion  to  the  subject  (and  this  is  one  of  facts.  Until  more  facts  are  accumulated, 
the  advantages  of  theory),  but  the  dis-  and  thelegitimate  deductions  from  them 
covery  proceeded  from  no  such  source,  are  made,  it  would  be  a  very  difficult 

■     .   ^. rTTT :: — ■\ TT- — i  matter  to  conduct  the  treatment  of  any 

*  As  the  removal  of  the  continued  operation  of         _       r  j*  ^  'au      * - i-jC 

the  cause  of  a  disease  is  frequently  a  very  im-  case  ot  disease  Without  more  or  leSS 

portant  part  of  the  treatment    '  -          --                ™i 

that  has  been  made  in  our  kn 

must  be  considered  a  direct 

therapeutics,  arisinff  from  the  correct  maucwon  purciy      piauLicai,    uiiu  wiiuuictY  luiua. 

of  facts,  and  the  advance  of  physical  sciences,  that,  as  respects  themselves,  there  is 

This  knowledge  IS  about  to  be  turned  to  practical  ^^    ««««««;#„  r««  i^^.^i^ofinr*  «   ^.I/xoai. 

account  as  respects  draina^  and  ventilation  j  no    necessity   for  inculcating  a  closer 

and  other  benefits  of  a  similar  deseription  might 

be  obtained  by  the  intcrpositisn  of  government.  *  The  history  of  this  invention  is  a  cnriotii 

liie  spreading  of  contagion,  for  instance,  could  illustration  of  what  I  have  said  respecting  the 

often  be  prevented  by  a  little  more  care  on  the  discouragements  of  therapeutical  inquiry  in  the 

part  of  the  medical  attendant.    The  plan  of  the  'firstparagraph  of  this  paper.   So  little  was  known 

self-supporting  dispensary,  properly  carried  ont.  of  whatcly's  proceealngs  in  the  matter,  not- 

would,  by  making  it  the  interest  of  the  medical  withstanding  the  celebrity  of  the  person  who 

man  to  jprevent  disease,  be  well  calculated  to  communicated  his  facts  to  the  Medical  Society, 

effect  this.    For  criminal  negligence,  gross  igno-  and  the  reputation  of  their  printed  Transactions, 

ranee,  or  intentional  concealment,  as  respects  that  the  credit  of  the  discovery  was  generally 

contagious  disease,  there  ought  to  be  an  adequate  given  to  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  who,  at  that  time 

penalty.  at  least,  was  only  more  secure  of  pubHc  atten- 

The  great  advance  that  has  been  made  in  our  tion  by  the  accident  of  his  connection  with  the 

knowledge  of  the  means  of  warding  off  the  causes  school  founded  by  the  illustrious  man  on  whose 

of  disease  is  alone  sufficient  to  confer  dignity  on  recommendation  probably  Mr.  Whately's  paper 

medical  science.     But  in  appoi-tioning  honour  was  communicatea  to  the  public ;  and,  m  conce- 

for  discoveries  in  prophylactics,  the  claims  of  quence  of  Sir  Benjamin's  credit  on  this  account, 

several  persons,  unconnected  with  the  profession  more  weight  was  attached  than  might  otherwise 

of  medicine,  must  not  be  forgotten,    we  are  in-  have  been  the  case  to  the  inferences  drawn  flrom 

debted  to  Captain  Cook  for  showinjf  how  the  his  unfortunate  experiments  regarding  animal 

health  of  seamen  mav  be  preserved ;  and  a  simi-  heat.    Tliey  were  unfortunate,  as,  by  guying  • 

Inr  obligation  will,  I  nave  no  doubt,  be  hereafter  wrong  bent  to  inquiries  on  the  subject,  they  have 

acknowledged  to  Mr.  Chadwick  for  his  valnable  deprived  this  country,  where  it  originated,  of  the 

researches  relating  to  the  health  of  the  poorer  glory  of  completing  the  chemical  theory  of  the 

classes  in  towns.  source  of  animal  hfAt. 
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«tUiance  between  medicine  and  the  ancient  speculations  of  this  kind  than 
Baconian  philosophy,  are  nevertheless  build  up  new  ones, 
much  indebted  to  theory ;  not  only  for  What  is  wanted,  then,  for  the  pro- 
maintaining  the  confidence  of  their  gress  of  therapeutics  is  a  collection  of 
patients  by  its  suggesting  plausible  ex-  well  authenticated  facts  relating  to  the 
planations,  but  for  enabling  themselves  cure  of  disease.  If  different  practices 
consistently  to  continue  tne  adminis-  are  in  use  for  the  cure  of  a  particular 
tration  of  drugs.  They  may,  indeed,  disease,  let  a  sufficient  nuqiber  of  in- 
regard  with  contempt  the  great  and  stances,  where  the  morbid  conditions 
fashionable  theories  of  the  day,  but  are  nearly  fcimilar,  be  chosen  for  com- 
they  seldom  employ  a  medicine  without  parison,  and  let  that  be  afterwards 
aome  reference  to  a  theory  of  either  preferred  which  is  thus  proved  to  be 
ancient  or  modern  date  j  for  it  has  ever  the  best.  It  is  possible,  however,  that 
been  held  to  be  essential  to  the  recom-  two  different  practices  may  be  equally 
mendation  of  a  remedy  not  only  to  give  good,  or,  at  least,  that  they  may  appear 
experimental  proof  of  its  value,  but  to  so  to  our  imperfect  perception, 
assign  a  plausible  explanation  of  its  To  return  to  an  illustration  already 
action.  given:   inflammation  of  certain  parts 

Again,  the  apologists  of  theory  main-  may  be  relieved  either  by  removing  the 

tain   that   without  its   assistance  the  pressure  made  on  them  by  fascis  or 

important  facts  in  therapeutics  could  the  integuments,  in   the  manner  de- 

not  be  kept  in  connection  so  as  to  be  scribed ;  or,  singular  as  it  may  appear, 

remembered  by  the  practitioner ;  it  is  by    increasing  that    pressure.      Both 

called  the  string  by  which  the  bundle  practices  have  been  in  use  for  the  cure 

of  facts  are  kept  together.    But  if  some  of  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  and  other 

connecting  means  is  essential,  it  were  analogous    diseases  ;     and    were    the 

surely  better  to  impress  the  important  pressure    perfectly    equable,   such  as 

particulars  on  the  memory  by  collecting  that  which  is  produced  by  a  fluid,  it 

them  in  metrical  lines  to  be  got  by  heart,  might  be  difficult  to  determine,  even  in 

than  by  the  aid  of  a  false  theory.     It  is,  perfectly  similar  cases,  which  practice 

indeed,  a  wonder  that  the  industrious  is  best.    The  treatment  of  gout  and 

class  of  writers  who  profess  to  cater  for  rheumatism  by  pressure  would  probably 

short  memories,  should  not  have,  long  have  been  more  successful,  had  a  better 

ago,  substituted  some  such  plan  for  mode  of  producing  it  been  adopted, 

their  vade-mecums  on  diagnostics,  toxi-  In  applying  this  remedy  to  such  cases, 

cology,  and  other  departments  of  medi-  not  only  has  the  pressure  been  unequal, 

cine  abounding  in  facts  which  have  but  the  regulation  of  the  temj^erature 

little  natural  connexion.  of  the  part  has  been  neglected.    Both 

Theory,  as  springing  from  so  many  of  these  errors  were  avoided  in  a  case 
collateral  sciences,  has  been  supposed  lately  under  my  care.  A  lady  had 
to  confer  dignity  upon  medicine,  and  been  affected,  for  several  months,  with 
to  distinguish  more  certainly  the  well  a  diffused  pain  and  tenderness  in  the 
educated  practitioner  from  the  mere  forearm,  preventing  the  use  of  it,  and 
empiric,  a  character  which  it  has  owed  causing  sleeplessness  at  night.  The 
to  the  greater  study  its  acquisition  affection  had  been  termed,  and  probably 
implies.  But  were  theoiT  altogether  correctly,  a  diffused  chronic  inflamma- 
banished  from  medicine,  the  difiiculh^  tion  of  the  cellular  membrane.  It  had 
of  the  student  would  be  increasea,  resisted  a  variety  of  remedies,  amongst 
instead  of  being  lessened.  Extensive  which  a  bandage,  applied  with  the 
observation  and  induction  of  facts  greatest  care,  had  held  a  prominent 
must  then  be  its  substitutes,  and  far  place.  I  wished  to  have  an  apparatus 
greater  powers  of  mind  are  required  for  of  Macintosh  cloth  prepared,  for  apply- 
these  than  were  required  for  spinning  ing  equal  pressure ;  but  as  the  greatest 
the  ingenious  thewies  that  were  for-  anxiety  was  expressed  that  something 
roerly  so  much  in  fashion.  Physiology  should  be  done  without  delay,  I  sub- 
is,  however,  now  fortunately  so  far  ad-  stituted  the  following  expedient:^ 
vanced  as  to  render  the  construction  of  Two  tin  collars,  or  bracelets,  were  pro- 
plausible  hypothesis  a  more  difficult  cured,  just  large  enough  to  shp  over 
task  than  it  used  to  be ;  and  it  is  more  the  arm ;  and  a  circular  piece  being 
likely,   on  this  account,  to  demolish  cut  out  of  both  ends  of  two  large  ox- 
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bladders,  they  were  firmly  tied  upon  pie,  as  the  principle  of  surgical  thera- 
these  collars,  one  over  the  other.  Two  peutics  is  more  intelligible  than  the 
small  pieces  of  brass  tube  were  tied  tnodm  operandi  of  medicines.  What 
into  the  outer  bladder,  for  the  purpose  confusion  still  exists  in  the  preliminary 
of  conveying  liquid  to  and  from  the  treatment  of  strangulated  hernia !  A 
space  between  them ;  and  in  order  that  dozen  different  plans  present  them- 
this  space  should  not  be  wider  than  selves  to  the  practitioner's  attention, 
was  requiute,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  and  he  is  puzzled  which  to  prefer,  how 
of  giving  strength,  the  bladders  were  to  combine  them,  how  long  to  persist 
covered  with  a  piece  of  cloth,  in  the  in  the  use  of  each,  or  to  what  extent, 
form  of  a  sleeve,  which  was  likewise  or  to  fulfil  what  indication,  he  is  to 
tied  at  both  ends  to  the  collars.  The  carry  it.  As  respects  the  last  question, 
temperature  of  the  water  which  passed  is  he,  for  instance,  by  the  use  of  the 
in  a  slow  current  through  the  space  enema,  to  endeavouir  only  to  evacuate 
between  the  bladders  was  at  first  that  the  lower  bowel ;  or,  by  distending  that 
of  the  body,  but  was  gradually  reduced  part  of  the  intestine  which  is  imme- 
to  as  low  a  degree  as  the  patient  could  diately  under  the  strangulating  ring,  in 
bear  with  comfort.  Toe  degree  of  the  manner  I  have  lately  suggested, 
pressure  was  regulated  by  the  same  and  as  has  been  practised  in  supposed 
criterion ;  it  was  generally  that  pro-  intussusception,  is  he  to  endeavour  to 
duced  by  keeping  the  end  of  the  waste  withdraw  the  strangulated  portion  ? 
pipe  about  a  foot  above  the  arm.  In  Where  every  practice  hitherto  adopt- 
less  than  two  days  so  much  relief  wal  ed  in  particular  diseases  has  proved 
experienced  as  to  render  the  continued  unavailing,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
application  of  the  apparatus  unneces-  the  great  soqrces  of  discovery  which 
sar^.  There  was,  towards  the  end,  an  we  have  noticed.  These  will,  at  this 
oozing  of  water  from  the  bladders,  advanced  stage  of  the  art,  generally 
which  made  it  necessary  to  rest  the  supersede  the  necessity  of  the  strictly 
arm  in  a  sort  of  trough ;  but  this  empirical  use  of  remedies.  Yet  wlule 
inconvenience  would  not  be  expe-  the  conscientious  practitioner  is  thus 
rienced  in  the  use  of  a  more  lasting  restrained  from  empiricism,  he  need 
material*.  not  shut  his  eves  upon  the  experiments 
If,  in  inflammation,  the  capillaries  which  are  daily  bemg  made  upon  their 
are  in  a  dilated  and  weakened  state,  dupes  by.  rash  and  unprincipled  men« 
as  pathology  teaches,  it  would  neces-  If  the  persons  who,  from  credulity  or 
sarily  follow,  that  were  a  degree  of  despair,  are  willing  to  become  the  sub- 
pressure  sufiicient  to  prevent  this  dila-  jects  of  such  experiment,  fail  in  ob* 
tation  applied  to  the  foot  in  gout  as  taining  advantage  for  themselves,  an 
soon  as  the  premonitory  symptoms  accurate  observation  of  the  efiects  of 
made  their  appearance,  its  inflamma-  such  practices  may,  by  promoting  me- 
tion  would  be  prevented^  and  experience  dical  science,  be  of  the  greatest  import- 
of  the  curative  agency  of  equal  pressure  ance  to  their  fellow  men.  Had  ho- 
would  corroborate  this  opinion.  Such  moBopathy  been  in  fashion  fifty  years 
a  practice  would,  indeed,  be  forbidden  ago, and  its  efiects  been  closely  watched 
by  a  fashionable  theory  of  this  disease ;  by  competent  observers,  there  can  be 
but  may  not  those  who  require  so  very  no  doubt  that  the  destructive  use  of 
high  a  degree  of  action  in  the  extremi-  mercury  in  syphilis  would  much  sooner 
ties,  as  the  means  adopted  by  the  vi>  have  been  abandoned.  Charlatans  had, 
medicairix  for  eliminating  the  poison,  indeed,  long  advertised  their  skill  in 
find  elsewhere,  and  by  artificial  means,  curing  this  disease  without  mercurv  i 
an  adequate  substitute  for  it  P  Besides,  and  tnere  can  be  now  no  doubt  of  the 
does  not  the  administration  of  colchi-  correctness  of  their  assertion ;  but,  un- 
cum,  the  favourite  remedy  for  gout,  happily,  the  regular  practitioner  would 
oppose  the  same  theoretical  views?  not  stoop  to  examine  the  results  of 
Let  us  select  hernia  for  another  exam-  their  practice, 
— ~ HomoBopathy,  hydropathy,  and  mes-* 

•SomeobieryatioMonthecoMtnictionofan  merism,  or  the  means  of  strongly  in- 

appuratua  for  the  external  appUcatioo  of  fluid  fiuencing  the  imagination  and  bring- 

pressure  may  be  found  in  the  apoendix  to  the  ;«»   thi*    hvsterir    diatheaifl  into  nlav 

writcr»a"Treatiseon  Strictures  ofChe  Urethra,"  '"e   "i*^   nysienc   aiamwis  inio  piay, 

p.  217.  &r«  all  gi^ttt  systems  of  experiment  t 
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but  as  those  who  practise  them  are  self -deception,  can  we  account  for  the 
men  in  whose  assertions  the  profession  fact  of  the  extreme  rarity  with  which 
do  not  confide,  they  are  nearly  useless  particular  remedies  or  lines  of  practice 
as  respects  any  scientific  purpose*,  commended  by  authors  of  unimpeach- 
These  practices  are  condemned  by  the  able  veracity,  the  commendation  being 
profession ;  but  do  the  indiscriminate  supported  by  the  details  of  numerous 
courses  of  mercury,  iodine,  colchicum,  cases,  have  been  found  to  answer  the 
or  of  purgatives,  either  artificial  or  as  expectations  of  others  who  have  on 
they  exist  in  mineral  waters,  prescribed  such  testimony  tried  them  P  To  suppose 
by  regular  or  at  least  licensed  medical  that  these  authors  suppressed  the  cases 
practitioners,  deserve  a  much  higher  unfavourable  to  their  views  would  be 
character  P  They  are  equally  systems  to  accuse  them  of  dishonesty,  quite  as 
of  experiment,  and  the  only  advantage  much  as  to  suppose  that  the^  had 
they  nave  over  the  others  is,  that  the  knowingly  distorted  or  omitted  impor- 
experiments  have  occasionally  been  tant  circumstances  in  the  cases  which 
made  by  men  of  some  education,  and  they  have  related.  Reporters  should  not 
who  may  be  able  not  only  to  profit  by  only,  by  their  acquirements  and  leisure, 
them  themselves,  but  to  place  the  re*  be  able  to  afford  complete  and  accurate 
suits  before  the  profession  in  a  credible  descriptions,  but,  by  their  being  un« 
form.  prejudiced  and  disinterested,  assurance 
For  the  observation  of  therapeutical  must  be  given  that  the  facts  related  are 
facts  arising  in  the  ordinary  practice  of  not  distorted.  Were  methodical  reports 
medicine,  our  larger  hospitals  are  the  of  every  important  case  falling  .under 
best  field.  That  more  advantage  has  their  observation,  to  be  furnished  by  a 
not  been  obtained  from  the  opportuni-  body  of  well-educated  men  and  philoso- 
ties  which  these  establishments  afford,  phical  observers  attached  to  the  public 
arises,  I  conceive,  from  two  causes,  hospitals,  but  who  had  no  connection 
The  first  is,  that  the  persons  connected  either  as  pupils,  assistants,  or  depen- 
with  them,  and  who  may  be  fully  com-  dents,  with  tne  medical  officers  of  the 
petent  for  the  task,  being  otherwise  hospitals,  how  valuable  would  such 
much  occupied,  have  not  had  the  information  be  for  instituting  compari- 
leisure  to  furnish  sufficiently  comprc-  sons  between  different  modes  of  prac- 
hensive  reports  of  the  progress  of  dis-  tice  I  Were  the  reports  of  men  of  this 
eases  under  the  effects  of  remedies;  character,  jn  whom  the  profession 
the  second,  that  the  reporters  being  would  have  full  confidence,  drawn  up 
usually  either  the  persons  themselves  on  a  uniform  plan,  so  as  to  admit  of 
who  prescribe  the  treatment,  or  persons  easy  comparison,  and  either  published 
under  the  influence  of  the  prescribers,  or  sent  to  some  central  institution, 
as  their  teachers  or  patrons,  their  re-  where  they  could  be  consulted  at  lei- 
ports  have  not  that  stamp  of  truth  sure  by  writers  of  monoeraphs,  or 
which  is  essential  for  their  utility,  persons  investigating  particular  dis- 
The  practitioner  who  conducts  the  eases,  how  rapidly  would  useful  medi- 
treatment  is  too  apt  to  be  himself  de-  cal  knowledge  advance !  Every  stu- 
ceived ;  he  only  looks  for,  or  duly  ob-  dent  would  then,  it  may  be  said,  have 
serves,  what  is  consonant  to  his  own  the  door  of  every  hospital  thrown  open 
opinions ;  and  his  reports,  from  omit-  to  him  ,*  for  excepting  the  expression  of 
tmg  other  circumstances,  and  attach-  the' countenances  of  the  patients  (and 
ing  undue  importance  to  these,  deceive  ere  long  the  daguerreotype  will  per- 
others.    How  otherwise,  than  by  such  haps  transfer  this  to  the  case-book), 

every  circumstance  of  importance,  and 


the  benefit  of  srience,  their  experiments  roav  be         The  boaras  or  councils  of  medical 

witneeied.   And  it  w  to  be  hoped  th«t  be  will,  at  colleges  or  corporations,  did  they  con- 

the  ume  time,  devise  Bome  better  plan  for  di9>  w^^^^v.™  wi  v«/i|/v»ai.tvruo,  ^»v.      wt       _ 

tinfmshintr  the  Ucented  frt>m  the  unlicensed  sist  of  men  respected  and  conndea  in 

practitioners  than  reg:istration ;  seeing:  thaL  in  bv  the  profession  at  larffe,  might  die- 

S?rSSSil1r*ti:SS5?lS';^ch''JSn;SS5  t/te  «  Mruin  form  of  report  and  evea 

part  of  the  former  are  members,  in  relation  to  usefully  appropriate  part  of  their  tunas 

*•»•»  »«^iy-KrM»t«?  chMter.  not  a  tithe  of  these  j^  defray  the   expenses    incurred    by 

will  be  willing,  by  the  act  of  reffistration,  to  ac*  ^,      .     ..f  »■       ^e ..„..:«^.««  i.«f..,»A*. 

knowledge  their  connection  with  it.  the  institution  of  comparisons  between 
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the  several  practices,  or  the  drawing  tity  of  blood  temporarily  from  the  cir- 
up  of  results  in  a  tabular  form*.  It  is  culation,  and  yet  not  reduce  thepowera 
unnecessar}',  however,  to  enter  upon  the  of  nature  beyond  that  degree  which 
subject  of  the  best  mode  of  drawing  up  may  be  necessary  for  her  curative 
medical  reports.  Of  late  years  this  has  agency.  By  the  adoption  o{  an  expe- 
been  well  considered,  and  correct  con-  dient  which  I  have  recommended,  of 
elusions  respecting  it  have  probably  sticking  a  bit  of  lint  or  other  bibulous 
been  arrived  at ;  but  it  may  not  be  so  substance  to  the  bottom  of  a  common 
needless  to  intimate,  that  ^n  all  that  beer  glass  by  sealing-wax,  and  after- 
respects  the  effects  of  remedies  which  wards  dropping  a  little  strong  spirit 
require  some  skill,  or  attention  at  upon  it,  for  the  rarefaction  of  the  air 
least,  in  their  application,  notice  should  by  combustion,  an  opportunity  is  af- 
be  taken  whether  due  skill  or  attention  forded  to  the  most  inexpert  operator, 
has  been  exhibited.  For  example,  in  and  in  almost  any  situation  of  emer- 
the  application  of  ointments  or  lotions  gency,  of  covering  the  body  with 
to  diseased  canals,  it  is  of  much  im-  cupping-glasses,  and  without  the  usual 
portance  as  respects  the  remedial  effect  pernicious  delay.  Such  a  plan  would, 
that  every  part  of  the  diseased  surface  in  some  respects,  be  preferable  to  using 
should  be  subjected  to  the  remedy  ;  the  large  cupping  vessels  for  enclosing 
but  this  is  rarely  done,  and  then  only  the  limbs,  lately  introduced  into  prac- 
by  accident.  Solid  substances  may  tice  under  the  auspices  of  the  French 
often  be  applied  either  in  the  form  Academy  of  Sciences ;  and  it  might  be 
of,  or  as  a  coating  to,  a  bougie,  of  assisted  by  another  old  expedient, 
a  size  suited  to  the  diameter  of  the  lately  revived,  of  detaining  the  blood 
canal ;  liquids  by  being  made  to  dis-  in  the  limbs  by  encircling  them  with 
tend  a  permeable  tube  of  the  same  bandages*. 

shape.  I  have  succeeded,  by  attention  While  the  editors  of  medical  jour- 
to  this,  in  speedily  curing  disease  that  nals  would  find  reports,  such  as  have 
had  long  resisted  a  variety  of  applica-  been  described,  very  acceptable  to  their 
tions  made  in  the  usual  imperfect  readers,  there  would  be  no  want  of  ap* 
manner.  plicants  for  the  office  of  hospital  re- 
The  different  results  following  a  porter  or  ncorder.  The  opportunity 
difference  in  the  mode  of  bleeding,  for  gaining  knowledge,  if  not  zeal  for 
which  have  already  been  adverted  to,  science,  would  be  a  sufficient  induce- 
is  another  illustration  of  this  point,  ment;  and  any  temptation  which  the 
Nor  are  these  confined  to  general  indolent  and  unqualified  might  have 
bleeding ;  even  the  temporary  abstrac-  to  hold  the  office,  on  account  merely  of 
tion  of  blood  from  the  circulation  which  its  being  a  means  of  promoting  their 
is  effected  by  dry  cupping  requires  that  interests  by  the  reputation  it  might 
the  mode  in  which  it  has  been  accom-  confer,  would  be  restrained  by  the 
plished,  or  the  extent  to  which  it  has  obligation  they  would  be  under  of  fur- 
been  carried,  should  be  minutely  men-  nishmg  complete  and  methodical  re- 
tioned.  Dry  cupping  may,  from  the  ports  for  public  inspection.  The  pa- 
number  of  cups  applied,  be  either  the  tieuts  in   the  hospitals  would  find  a 

mere  placebo  generally  applied,  or  form       .  ..  ^., r— — ~  -  ■ 

oi  '      ».                  ri-r          *  *  UDtil  very  lately,  the  same  effect  was  pro- 

an  efhcient  means  of  revulsion  of  great  ^uced  by  the  tourniquet  in  amputation;  and 

value  where  (as  in  many  cases  of  apo-  even  now,  wben  an  improved  mode  of  compresa- 

T>1f>v\'  nnri  noncTPetinn  nf  fht»  firain^   if  in g  the  artery  is  in  use,  there  is  often  loss  of 

piex>  and  congestion  ot  tne  uram)  it  i,igod  from  this  operaiioA  sufficient  to  turn  the 

is  important  to  remove  a  certain  quan-  scale  against  the  patient's  recovery.    It  may  have 

been  raainlv  to  tnis  cause,  that  the  recent  and 

lamented  death  after  amputation  of  a  highly 

*  A  board  so  constituted  might,  with  great  promising  surgeon  of  Brighton  is  to  be  attri- 

advantage  to  medical  science,  adopt  the  practice  buted.     lliere  had  been  profuse  h«moTrhage 

of  the  French  Academy  of  sciences,  of  furnishing  previously  to  the  operation,  rendering  it  of  the 

the  profession,  from  time  to  time,  with  re      '  .     .        — 
upon  new  proposals  iu  therapeutics,  or  al 
discoveries  in  science,  submitted  to  their  ^ 

ment.    But  for  the  encouragement  of  the  French  purpose,  previously  to  amputation/so  disastroaa 

Academy,  the  general   substitution  in  certain  a  result  might  be  prevented;  and  there  would 

cases  of  a  safer  operation  for  lithotrity~a  substi-  then  often  oe,  proportionably,  more  blood  in 

tutionwhicli,thouj?h  it  originated,  was  neglected  circulation  after  the  operation  than  befbre  it. 

in  this  cou/itry— would  probably  not  even  as  yet  Might  not  such  a  compression  of  the  extremitiea 

have  taken  place.    1  he  French  appropriation  of  and  of  the  abdomen,  bo  as  to  determine  the  blood 

this  improvement,  however  it  may  affect  private  to  the  upper  cavities  of  the  body,  be  of  senice  in 

interests,  is  of  no  imiwrtaucc  as  respects  the  that  Class  of  cases  for  which  the  transfasion  of 

great  interests  of  humanity.  blood  has  been  recommended  ? 


)orts  greatest  importance  to  prevent  any  further  efflux 

egcd  of  blood.    Were  the  olood  squeezed  out  of  a 

udg-  limb  by  pressure  methodically  applied  for  this 
ch  .      -  -. 
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direct  and  immediate  advantage  in  the  usual  objections  would  not  hold.  There 

attention    of  their    attendants   being  would,  besides,  be  this  advantage,  that 

often  drawn  by  such  reports  to  circum-  the  medical  men  in  consultation  would 

stances  wbich  they  might  otherwise  have  no  inducement  to  make  any  per- 

overlook;    and    (he    medical    officers,  nicious  compromise  of  opinions;   the 

while  they  likewise  would  have  an  ad-  attendant  on  the  case  feeling  himself 

vantage  from  this,  would  not  rear  any  perfectly  at  liberty,  either  entirely  to 

criticism  of  the  reporters,  or  any  con-  adopt,  or  entirely  to  reject,  the  second 

sequent  loss  of  reputation,  as  adequate  opinion. 

means  would  be  resorted  to,  before  Besides  Ihe  advantage  to  the  profes- 
their  entering  upon  the  office,  to  pre-  sion  generally ,  arising  from  their  access 
vent  any  such  dishonourable  interfe-  to  these  complete  and  faithful  reports  of 
rence.  With  this  precaution  there  disease,  it  would  follow,  by  the  measure 
might  be  great  utility,  from  the  re-  of  increasing  the  number  of  offices  at 
cordcr's  expressing,  in  a  separate  form,  our  hospitals,  that  a  greater  number  of 
his  own  opinion  of  the  nature  and  members  of  the  profession  would  have 
suitable  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  opportunity  of  benefitting  by  the 
which  he  reports  the  cases  *,  an  opinion  direct  observation  of  disease.  It  is  a 
which  the  medical  officer  who  regu-  general  fault  in  the  present  manage- 
lates  the  treatment  might  either  coin-  ment  of  these  institutions  to  appoint  too 
cide  with  or  reject,  according  to  his  small  a  number  of  medical  officers « 
judgment.  too  small  even  for  the  duties  re- 
Such  a  plan  might  perhaps,  in  many  quired  of  them ;  those  who  obtain  the 
instances,  and  with  some  modifications,  appointments  have  their  interests  of 
be  advantageously  substituted  in  pri-  course  promoted  by  this  arrangement, 
vate  practice,  for  the  present  system  of  but  those  who  are  excluded,  and  who 
medical  consultation.  No  practitioner  are  often  men  of  more  merit  and  mo- 
will  refuse  assent  to  the  proposition  desty  than  their  successful  competitors, 
that  another  opinion,  even  in  the  com-  are  treated  with  injustice.  The  ap- 
mencement  of  any  important  case,  would  pointment  of  a  l»ody  of  reporters  to 
be  highly  satisfactory  to  him,  whether  each  hospital  would  tend  to  rectify'  ano- 
it  be  confirmatory  or  emendatory  of  his  ther  and  a  very  glaring  defect  in  the 
own  opinion,  for  every  one  must  exfje-  present  system.  A  fair  opportunity  of 
rience  some  anxiety  under  these  cir-  distinction  would  be  afforded  to  the 
cumstances ;  and  as  regards  the  patient,  younger  )nen  in  the  profession,  and 
it  may  be  of  the  greatest  consequence—  their  reports  would  furnish  the  best 
in  the  one  case  producing  perhaps  a  test  which  an  impartial  and  competent' 
greater  decision  in  the  line  of  treatment  committee  of  the  governors  (to  whom 
adopted,  on  which  the  patient's  speedy  the  election  of  medical  officers  ought  to 
recovery  may  depend ;  in  the  other,  be  confided)  could  desire,  to  guide  their 
causing  an  alterationof  treatment  which  choice  on  vacancies  occurring  amongst 
may  be  absolutely  requisite  for  the  the  prescribing  medical  officers.  How 
cure.  Yet  how  rarely  can  such  consul-  desirable  is  it  for  the  interests  of  the 
tations  be  held !  Their  rarity,  and  the  poor,  and  the  character  of  the  profes- 
notorious  fact  that  they  are  seldom  had  sion,  that  some  such  test  should  be 
recourse  to,  unless  great  danger,  either  adopted !  For  the  interests  of  the  poor ; 
imAediate  or  remote,  be  apprehended,  because  able  men  would  then  be  their 
often  prevent  the  medical  attendant  pro-  medical  advisers,  instead  of  those  in- 
posing  such  a  course,  lest  alarm  should  competent  persons  whom  mere  good 
oe  created.  Why  medical  consultations,  fortune  and  familv  connection  so  often 
as  they  are  at  present  conducted,  are  thrust  into  such  places ;  for  the  charac- 
not  sought  for  in  the  earlier  stages  of  ter  of  the  profession,  because  an  end 
disease,  and  why,  when  desired  by  the  would  be  put  to  the  practice  of  distri- 
patient  or  his  relations,  they  are  some-  buting  testimonials  of  character  and 
times  resisted,  it  is  needless  to  inquire ;  scientific  acquirement  amongst  a  whole 
but  were  the  person  consulted  to  be  host  of  governors;  testimonials  in 
restrained  from  all  improper  interference  which,  by  the  publication  of  their 
in  the  manner  proposed  as  respects  titles,  &c.  the  interests  of  those  who 
hospitals,  and  were  he  restricted  to  a  eulogize  are  frequently  as  much  con- 
mere  verbal  or  written  opinion  ex-  suited  as  theinterests  of  those  on  whom 
pressed  to  the  medical  attendant,  the  the  eulogies  are  conferred ;  for  (as  we 
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haveremarked  on  another  occasion)  the  explanation  upon  intelligible  physical 

praises  of  pupils  in  testimonials,  and  principles.    I  trust,  however,  notwith- 

the  newspaper  puffs  of  plasters,  too  standing  these  digressions,    that   the 

often  in  this  respect  belong  to  the  main  purpose  of  this  essay,  though  a 

same  category*  mere  sketch,  has  been  accomplisoed ; 

One  immense  advantage  of  thus  re*  namely^  to  shew,  first,  that  therapeu> 

cording  medical  facts  by  impartial  and  tics,  the  most  important  branch  of  the 

talented  observers,  would  be  the  cessa-  science  of  medicine,  still  continues,  in 

tion  that  would  thence  ensue  of  the  spite  of  the  great  progress  made  in  phy  • 

pernicious  influence  of  authority,  than  siology  and  toe  other  auxiliary  sciences, 

which  nothing  has  more  retarded  the  in  a  deplorably  low  state;  secondlv, 

progress  of  medical  science.    It  would  that  as  it  is  not  so  likely  to  be  speedily 

become  imperative   on    every  practi-  removed  from  this  state  by  the  further 

tioner  to  make  himself  acquainted  with  cultivation  of  these,  and  the  theories 

facts,  and  to  draw  his  own  conclusions  built  upon  them,  as  by  observation  of 

from  them.     It  could  no  longer  hap-  the  eflfects  of  remedies,  &c.  on  disease, 

pen  that  men,  who  from  a  variety  of  and  the  discovery  of  analogies  existing 

accidents  may  have  acquired  an  autho-  both  amongst  diseases  and  remedies, 

rity  with  the  profession,  to  which  nei-  the  investigrations  of  zealous  inquirers 

ther  their  talents  nor   their  acquire-  should  not  oe  so  much  confined  to  the 

ments  entitle  them,  would  be  permit-  auxiliary  sciences,  as  at  present ;  and 

ted    either    to    dictate    objectionable  lastly,  that  as  the  reports  of  medical 

practices  of  their  own,  or  successfully  observations  have  hitherto  been  of  lit> 

to  oppose  the  introduction  of  the  better  tie  avail,  from  the  situation  of  the  re- 

practices  of  others.  porters,  or  certain  influences  affecting 

them,  some  alteration  in  this  respect  is 

In  the  above  remarks  on  the  present  necessary  in  order  to  insure  the  reports 

state  of  therapeutical  inquiry,  I  am  po<)sessing  that  deme  of  impartiality 

well  aware  that  the  practical  sugges-  and  correctness  wiiich  is  essentialto 

tions  which  I  have  introduced  in  con-  their  utility. 

nection  with  several  of  the  illustrations, 

must  have  interrupted   and  perhaps 

enfeebled  my  argument ;  but  I   was      INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  LIVER. 

unwilling  to  omit  what  may  ultimately,  

when  matured  by  my  own  observation,        7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
and  the  experience  perhaps  of  others,  g^^ 

prove  of  some  avail.     These  sugges-  Should 'the  following  case  of  inflam- 

tions  are,  besides,  not  only  of  what  I  n^^tion  of  the  convex  surface  of  the 

deem  the  legitimate  class,   as  being  u^       attended  by  a  distinct  physical 

founded  on  analogy  instead  of  hypo-  ^j         1,^  deemed  worthy  a  place  in 

thesis.  Mid  insomuch  may  be  reckoned  ^^^  valuable  journal,   its   iiKcrtion 

as  good   illustrations  of   the  several  would  greatly  oblige, 
points,   as  the   established   practices  ^      Y\)ur  obedient  servant, 

from  which  they  spring;  but  they  all  j^^^  l  Pateuson,  M.D. 

admit,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  of 

_  1 Panubo,  SA.,  Aug.  l,  1S44. 

•  Fortanately  for  tbOMwhoM  motive  in  teekinff         !„  *i,-  month  of  Mav  a  fri»i»  Hark 
such  offices  is  to  possess  an  extended  opportanity         *°.  ^"®  monm  oi  way,  a  iree  oiacK, 

of  otiservation,  the  appointments  to  dispensaries,  residing  on  a  sugar  plantation  a  COUpIe 

*^"\.*^*.fi'^?*?^*^®^J'.****^  not  possessingr  so  of  leagues  out  ot  town,  came  to  consult 

mach  ecl&t  with  the  pubhc  as  hospitals,  are  more  ^^  ^^  „«,:^.,«.  ^„«J«,.*:«  ««i.-*:^^« 
easily-obtained,  and  often  without  the  necessity  ^^  ">>^  various  dyspeptic  affections, 
of  stooping^  BO  low  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  from  which  his  health  had  been  Buffer- 
acquisition  of  the  appointments  in  ho8i>itais.  jng  more  or  less  durinff  the  antecedent 
Yet,  as  sources  of  information  to  the  physiaan,  .o  "'^'^  "»  n^oouuimg  nic  ouvcwcucwv 
dispensaries  have  much  the  advantage  over  hos-  SIX  months.  Ht  was  (UagnOBCa  to 
pitals,  not  only  as  re^anla  the  number  of  cases  have  granular  disease  of  the  liver,  and 
seen,  but  in  all  that  regards  acute  disease.  Dr.  -„„„  4^„*^j  ;•,  «M^^-.4a*,«A  mUV.  ..^^.u 
Alison,  who  has  had  much  experience  as  a  physi-  ^^  treated  m   accordance  With  such 

cian,  both  to  a  dispensary  and  an  hospital,  states  Opinion  ;    and    during  the  next  three 

^''IIL""*!!"®^?  ??P??*^**l'**SilI.?"?*''**i  weeks  he  said  he  felt  his  health  ra- 
more  oportunities  of  observing  and  poinUnir  out       'ji  a..  *u  j      r  au- 

to  Dupils  the  power  of  blood-letting  over  inflwn-  pdly  improving.     At  the  end  of  this 
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posed  to  the  conjoined  influences  of  The  left  lohe  of  the  lirer  was  en- 
sun  and  rain.  He  felt  immediately  a  lar^d  and  irregular.  In  ten  days  the 
renewal  of  his  old  complainU,  and  on  natient  again  returned,  when  the  rub- 
his  return  home,  felt  himself  worse  bing  sensation  and  the  sounds  were 
than  at  any  former  period.  Three  days  alike  almost  imperceptible;  but  the 
after  his^  return,  the  following  symptom,  irregularities  on  the  enlarged  left  lobe 
and  for  which  alone  the  case  is  re-  existed  the  same, 
markable,  made  its  appearance,  and  so  I  have  thought  it  unnecessary  to 
niuch  alarmed  him,  that  he  imme-  burden  the  case  with  a  detail  of  the. 
diately  came  to  town  again  to  consult  other  symptoms,  or  the  treatment, 
me.  On  placing  the  hand  over  the  epi-  Practising,  as  I  do,  in  a  district  in 
ejastnc  and  the  anterior  part  of  the  which  inflammation  of  the  liver  is  an 
right  hypochondriac  regions,  there  was  occurrence  of  more  than*  ordinary  fre- 
communicated  to  it  a  rubbine  sensa-  quency,  I  have  had  an  opportunity,, 
tion,  similar  to  that  felt  over  the  heart  since  making  the  above  details,  of  ob- 
in  certain  cases  of  pericarditis,  but  in  serving  the  same  symptoms,  though  in 
the  present  case  much  rougher  and  a  much  less  marked  degree,  in  another 
more  distinct.  On  applying  the  ste-  patient  affected  with  acute  hepatitis ; 
thoscopeover  the  same  parts,  that  same  and  I  can  yet  remember  of  having,  in 
creaking-of-new-leather  sound  was  former  stethoscopic  examinations,  been 
heard  as  in  nericarditis,  but  much  more  struck  with  various  anomalous  sounds 
prolonged,  louder,  and  coarser.  Any  in  the  lower  part  of  the  chest,  for 
opinion  that  might  on  the  instant  have  which  I  was  at  the  time  unable  to  ac- 
suggested  itself  of  the  dependence  of  count,  but  which  I  have  since  thought 
these   symptoms   on   disease  of  the  may  be  referred  to  the  same  cause^ 

heart  or  the  arterial  system,  a  moment's ^^ 

examination  was  sufficient  to  dispel, 

showing  them  utterly  unconnected  with  DESCRlPnON  OF  A  MODIFICATION 

these,  and  dependent  on,  and  synchro-  or  ths 

nous  with,  the  act  of  respiration ;  for  SPHERICAL-HEADED  CUTTER,  FOR 

on  the  patient's  holding   his  breath  -,„«  w-jrpTqinTsi  o»  tartfq 

thet  immediately  disappeared.  ™^  EXCISION  OF  CARIES. 

The  diagnosis  made  wm,  that  there     Bt  Samubl  M acleak,  Esa.  M.R.C.S.L. 
existed  inflammation  of  the  convex  _^_^ 

surface  of  the  liver  and  its  peritoneal 

investment,  accompanied  by  an  exuda-  The  spherical-headed  cutter,  for  the 

tion  of  soft  coagulable  lymph,  and  that  removal  of  caries  from  cavities  in  the 

the  symptoms  above  referred  to  arose  teeth,  which  cannot   be  reached   by 

from  the  motion  of  the  diaphragm  over  other  means,  is  now  very  generally 

such  surface.     This  opinion   seemed  used.     Although,  however,  its  utility 

borne  out  by  the  following  considera-  is  greatly  increased,  by  the  addition  of 

tions:— 1st.  As  already  mentioned,  on  a  guide,  which  enables  the  operator 

the  patient's  holding  his  breath,  the  to  steady  the   pressure  and  regulate 

symptoms  were  no  longer  discoverable,  the  direction,  it  is  still  very  far  from 

2dly.  They  were  much  more  distinct  in  being  a  perfect  instrument,  as  caries 

the  erect  or  sittine  posture  than  in  the  frequently  occurs  in  situations  which  it 

recumbent;  in  which  last,  from  the  either  cannot  reach  at  all,  or  where  it 

weight  of  the  liver  causing  it  to  be  cannot  be  efiectively  applied.  We  have,, 

more  closely  applied  to  the  surface  of  accordingly,  much  pleasure  in  laying 

the  diaphragm,  the  motion  and  play  of  before  our  readers  the  following  de- 

this  muscle  over  it  would  be  much  di-  scription  of  a  most  ingenious  and  ele- 

minished.    And  3dly,  the  character  of  gant  modiflcation  of  this  instrument,  by 

the  sounds  themselves ;  on  inspiration  Mr.  Maclean,  which  removes  all  the 

we  had  a  succession  of  smaller  creak-  difficulties  attending  its  use  in  its  pre- 

ing  sounds,  from  the  gradual  and  con-  sent  form : — 

tinuous  motion  of  the  diaphragm  over  The  accompanying  plate,  which  re- 
the  surfate  of  the  liver;  whereas,  on  presents  the  instrument  in  its  full  size, 
expiration,  we  had  one,  or  at  most  two,  gives  a  very  clear  idea  of  its  construe- 
loud  irregular  tearing  sounds,  as  if  from  tion.  It  consists  of  a  g^ide  formed  of 
the  sudden  lifting  ofany  body  out  of  a  a  piece  of  steel,  fltted  at  one  end  into 
viscid  gluey  substance.  an  ivory  handle,  and  at  the  other  hav** 
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iog  a  truly  turned  collar,  in  which  the  represented  out  of  the  collar,  in  fig.  2. 

mandril  (c  d)  moveB  freely  in  a  circular  The  cutters  (k)  are   put  In  at  one  end 

dircctior,  being  prevented  Trom  falling  of  the  mandril,  and  secured  as  drills 

out  by  a  groove  in   its  circumference  are  secured  in  a  drill-slock ;  and  to  the 

(f,  Rg.  2),  which  engages'wilh  a  steady-  other  end  (d)  of  ihe  mandril,  is  at- 

ing  pin  (at  A,  fig.  I).    This  mandrills  luched  (he  driving-handle  (0  a),  by 


I  4 
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means  of  a  very  simple  form  of  Hook's  by  the  highest  authorities  in  France*, 

universal  joint,  which  enables  motion  and  is  now  taught  in  manvt  of  our 

to  be  given  to  the  mandril  and  con-  schools  as  an  established  truth.   Under 

tained  cutter,  when  the  directions  of  such  circumstances,  I  was  unwilling  to 

the  cutter  and  driving-handle  form  a  enter  upon  the  subject  at  the  conchi- 

very  acute  angle.    The  driving-handle,  sion  of  a  lengthy  paper,  wishing  to 

in  Mr.  Maclean's  instrument,  consists  submit  a  succinct  and  decisive  proof, 

of  two  parts  (o  h  and  k  h  in  figs.  1  but,  at  the  same  time,  one  independent 

and  2),  is  of  steel,  and  hollow  from  i  to  of  any  peculiar  views  which  I  may 

H,  for  the  purpose  of  combining  light-  have  adopted,  that  the  doctrine  is  un- 

ness  and  strength,  and  also  to  serve  as  tenable,  and  contrary  to  facts  which 

a  convenient  case  for  cutters.  '  At  the  are  universally  allowed  to  be  amongst 

end  it  contains  a  small  cylinder,  repre-  the  most  incontrovertible  in  physiology, 

sented  detached  in  fig.  4,  the  bottom  of  The  most  important  bodies  arranged 

which  serves  as  a  bearing  for  the  axis  by  Professor  Liebig  as  elements  of  re- 

of  the  swivel-head  (h),  which  termi-  spiration,  are  fat,  starch,  gum,  cane, 

nates  the  handle.     It  is  obvious  that  grape,  and  milk  sugar.    Witn  reference 

the  part  k  h  may  be  used  as  a  handle  to  tne  latter  of  these,  starch,  gum,  &c. 

for  tne  ordinary  straight  cutter.  the  formula  of  the  chyle,  which  I  have 

It  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  to  the  deduced  from  the  analyses  of  Marcet 

professional  reader  the  advantages  re-  and  Macaire,  distinctly  proves,  that  no 

suiting  from  this  construction.     The  bodies  expressed  by  formulas  lying  be- 

superior  steadiness  given  by  the  rota-  tween    the    limits    C^^  H^    O3    and 

tion  of  cutter  and  mandril  in  the  collar,  Cj,  H^^  0^4,  enter  the  system  at  all 

and  the  power  of  communicating  a  ro-  as  such,  or  before  undergoing  certain 

tatory  movement  to  the  cutter,  when  changes  in  their  composition,  which, 

the  driving^handle  is  almost  parallel  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge, 

to  the  guide,  render  the  instrument  per-  we  can  only  refer  to  the  agencv  of  the 

feet  in  a  mechanical  point  of  view*.  bile^.     It  will  also  be  seen  that  the 


fat,  C^s  Hjo  O,  does  not,  without  assi- 

THF   WAT   OF   ANTMATS   NOT    AN  dilation,  enter  the  thoracic  duct ;  but 

THE    FAT    OF    ANIMALS    NOT    AN  j  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

ELEMENT  OF  RESPIRATION.  gu^h  a  proof,  when  we  possess  one  of  a 

By  Geo.  Kemp,  M.D.  Cantab.  far  more  satisfactory  nature. 

Fellow  of  the  Cambridjfe  Philosophical  Society.  ,,  The  umversal  result  of  inquiries  into 

the  amount  of  oxygen  consumed  in 

(For  the  Medical  Oazette,)  respiration  is§,  that  '*  the  air  once  re- 

spired  is  diminished  in  volume  f*  and 

T                   « r^    *!,    rru           r  u  «  :  although  the  amount  has  been  difFer- 

IN  a  paper  "On  the  Theory  of  Respi-  ^^^^^  ^^^.^^  ^  ^      •      ^^^^  l_122d  to 

ration,"  which  was  published  m  a  re-  j.^^j^j^  ^^  ^j^^  ^j^^j/   -f  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 

cent  number  of  this  journal,  I  made  no  observed  to  exceed  1-lOth;  the  mean 

allusion  to  an  ingenious  theory  of  Pro-  ^^^j  observations  being  only  1.24th. 

fessor  Liebig,  that  whilst  cer  am  parts  j^    deductions,  in  the  ^per  on  respi- 

of  the  nourishment  of  animals  are  ca-  ^^^         •  ^  ^ig^j^     ^^^  i^  j^  ^^j^^^j 

pable  of  being  converted  into  blood,  ^^^  ^^^           ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^            .^ 

other  parts  are  conveyed  to  the  lungs,  ^just  constantly  vary.     Now  by  the 

for  the  purpose  of  being  converted  into  ^^^^  „  element  of  respiration,"  as  an- 

carbonic  acid,  and  thus  matenally  assist  jj^^  ^  fat,  can  only  be  understood, 

the  production  of  animid  heat :   the  f^at  the  carbon  and  tydrogen  of  the 

former  he  has  denominated  plastic  ele-  f^^  ^^  converted  into  carbonic  acid 

ments ;  the  latter,  elements  of  respira-  ^^^  ^^j^j,  |jy  ^^le  agency  of  the  oxygen 

As  this  view  was  supported  by  some  •  «  The  object  of  my  observatioiw  was  to  leave 

most  remarkable  analogies  (which  more  no  doubt  of  the  physiological  importance  of  the 

recent  researches    bowever.  prove  to  ^^'^ i^^^'^^^StJ^^^^ 
be  mere  accidental  coincidences),    it  singault  agree  with  me."— ibid.  p.  810. 
speedily  gained  ground,  was  adopted  t  ^f^^S^^^f^'^t^SZ^UiV^^ 
healthy  performance  of  the  digestive  and  aMimi- 

«  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  Jan.  1845.  lative  process. 

t  Ucbig's  Animal  Chemistry,  page  9«.  S  MQller's  Physiology,  p.  898. 
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contained  in  the  atmospheric  air  in-  to  have  aatisfactorily  established  the 
spired*  The  point,  then,  to  be  deter-  mntual  comnensative  actions  of  the 
mined  is,  how  much  oxygen  is  re-  luns^s  and  kioneys.  It  also  appeared 
qaired  for  this  purpose  ?  And  how  do  to  be  fairly  proved,  that  the  loss  of 
the  results  of  the  hypothesis  agree  with  oxygen  inspired  is  referable  to  the 
the  facts  of  observation?  The  formula,  quantity  of  nydrogen  oxidized;  but  I 
then,  Cja  H_  O,  evidently  requires  an  was  not  at  that  time  aware  of  the  re- 
addition  of  33  equivalents  of  oxygen,  markable  confirmation  afforded  to  those 
to  obtain  12  ec^uivalents  of  carbonic  views  by  the  agricultural  researches  of 
acid  and  10  equivalents  of  water ;  but,  Boussingault. 

so  far  as  the  oxygen  is  concerned,  only  This  kind  of  evidence  will  readily  be 

that  portion  re-appears,  as  appreciable  admitted  as  extremely  valuable,  those 

in  volume,  which  has  combined  with  researches    having   been    undertaken 

the  carbon ;   the   portion  which  has  with  a  totally  different  object.    I  must, 

combined  with  the  hydrogen  is  practi-  however,  reserve  the  subject  for  ano- 

oally  lost.    What  relation,  then,  does  ther  occasion,  as  its  importance  re- 

this  last  portion  bear  to  the  whole  quires  more  than  the  brief  sketch  to 

amount  inspired  ?    Of  the  33  equiva-  which  I  should  necessarily  confine  my- 

lents  consumed,  24  only,  as  seen  above,  self  in  this  paper, 
combine  with  the  carbon,  leaving  a 

loss  of  9  equivalents  of  oxygen,  which  A  superficial  view  of  the  foregoing 
is  nearly  three  iimet  the  maximum  ever  paper  would  lead  to  the  opinion,  that 
observed.  The  fat,  therefore,  cannot  the  point  is  only  proved  in  one  parti- 
be  considered  as  taking  any  important  cular  case,  as  omnivorous  animals 
share  in  respiration.  alone  have  been  alluded  to.  With  re- 
in a  former  paper  I  have  shewn,  in  ference  to  carnivorous  animals,  the 
a  different  manner,  that  the  bile  of  ani-  point  is  at  once  decided,  as,  under  nor- 
mals is  unsuitable  for  the  purpose  al-  mal  circumstanced,  they  produce  little 
luded  to ;  but  the  subject  is  capable  of  or  no  fat  $  and  the  very  large  quantity 
numerical  proof.  ThusC^g  H^g  N  Oj„  of  urea  which  they  secrete  amply  ac- 
in  its  ultimate  disintegration,  would  counts  for  the  excess  of  oxygen  in- 
flrst  lose  3  equivalents  of  hydrogen,  spired  over  that  which  re-appears  in 
and  all  its  nitrogen,  to  form  ammonia  ;  tne  form  of  carbonic  acid.  As  it  regards 
and  then  require  (48  x  2  -f  39),  or  graminivorous  animals,  the  researches 
135  equivalents  of  oxygen,  to  oxidize  of  Boussingault,  which  are  alluded  to 
its  carbon  and  hydrogen ;  but  13  equi-  above,  prove  that  the  loss  of  oxygen  in 
valents  of  oxygen  are  contained  in  the  the  horse  amounts  only  to  1-31  st  part 
substance  itself,  which  reduces  the  ex-  of  the  whole  inspired :  in  the  stall-fed 
traneous  oxygen  to  122  equivalents,  of  milch  cow,  to  l-34th;  but,  as  seen 
which  only  96  combine  with  the  car-  above,  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  fat 
bon,  >and  consequently  26  disappear  as  is  an  element  of  respiration,  the  loss  of 
water ;  but  26  :  122  as  1  :  4*69 ;  and  oxygen  should  amount  to  one-third,  or 
thus  the  quantity  of  oxygen  disappear-  about  ten  times  the  maximum  ob- 
ing  is  more  than  twice  the  maxvHum  served ;  and  these  cases  of  graminivo- 
loss  ever  observed.  rous  animals  are  the  ones  specially  ad- 
It  is  not  necessary  to  take  up  room  duced  by  Professor  Liebig  as  proofs  of 
with  shewing,  that  even  a  small  por-  his  theory.  The  intimate  connection 
tion  of  either  fat  or  the  bile  would  in-  of  the  amount  of  oxygen  lost,  and  the 
volve  conclusions  more  or  less  opposed  form  in  which  the  azotised  portion  of 
to  accurate  observations ;  for  the  case  effete  matters  is  eliminated  by  the  kid- 
put  by  Professor  Liebig,  and  constantly  ncys,  is  also  very  evident.  The  cami- 
repeated,  is,  that  these  bodies  take  a  vorous  animal,  secreting  a  large  amount 
very  appreciable  share  in  respiration,  of  urea,  sustains  a  loss  of  oxygen  in 
or,  as  he  expresses  himself  on  the  bile,  respiration  of  at  least  one-fifth  of  the 
are  "the  most  important  substances  volume  inspired:  an  omnivorous *ani- 
emplo^ed  in  the  respiration."  (Animal  mal,  secreting  urea  and  uric  acid  (the 
Chemistry,  p.  158.)  ^  urea  being  ten  times  less  than  in  ear- 
In  considering  the  respiratory  fane-  ni vorous  animals),  a  loss  of  one-tenth ; 
tion  as  consisting  essentially  in  the  act  the  horse,  secreting  benzoic  acid  and 
of  eliminating  effete  matters,  I  thought  ammonia,  1-31  th ;  and  the  cow,  secret- 


THE  RELATIONS  OP  THE  PHYSICIAN.  54S 

ing  a  body  allied  to  hippurle  acid,  with  tng  the  operation  till  I  had  left  the 

excess  of  oxygen,  only  l-34th.     There  body  as  dry  as  an  empty  decanter." 

is  hardly  a  ^int  in  physiology,  de-  This  plan,  though  not  so  unsuecess- 

pending  on  this  kind  of  evidence,  that  ful  as  the  other,  was  after  some  trials 

admits  of  such  an  accumulation   of  relinquished.— I  remain,  sir, 
proof.  An  Old  Practitionkr. 

Douglas,  Jan.  11, 1W5.  Paddln^ton,  Jan.  12, 1845. 


NAPHTHA  IN  PHTHISIS.  THE  RELATIONS  of  ths  PHYSICIAN. 

-,  ..    «*..      I^^w  J,    .  ^     M.  (from  thb  obrman  of  profrssor 

7)9  ike  Edttor  qfike  Medical  GazHte,  ^                  bufrlamo.) 

Sir,  

I  HAVE  watched  with  much  interest  the 

treatment  of  many  persons  labouring  ^  '^«  ^^^^^^  v  M«  Medieal  Gaseite. 

under  phthisis  pulmonalis  by  means  o1^  Sir, 

naphtha,  but  lament  to  state,  that  they  In  a  late  number  of  your  journal  is  a 
have  all  gone  "to  that  undiscovered  very  sensible  letter  from  your  corre- 
country  from  whose  bourn  no  traveller  spondent  L.,  accompanied  with  aspeci- 
returns."  Now  I  am  induced  to  think  men  of  ••  German  ideal  Physiology/* 
that  the  above  fact  may  be  rationally  from  a  work  by  Carus.  1  fully  agree 
accounted  for,  inasmuch  as  Dr.  Hocken  with  your  correspondent  as  to  the  ad- 
makes  the  following  statement  in  the  las>  ditional  interest  which  is  imparted  to 
number  of  your  excellent  journal: —  yourjoumal  by  the  occasional  insertion 
"  Till  recently  I  feel  convinced  that  of  extracts  from  the  works  of  Foreign 
scarcely  any  one  has  tried  the  genuine  authors,  and  it  will  be  your  duty  to 
medicinal  naphtha.**  The  doctor  has  select  with  judgment  from  the  extracts 
pointed  out  a  place  where  the  real  article  supplied  by  your  contributors,  such 
can  be  procured,  and  by  so  doing  has  papers  as  will  tend  to  the  honour  and 
conferred  an  inestimable  boon  on  suffer-  improvement  of  the  profession, 
ing  humanity,  provided  it  shall  prove  f  feel  persuaded  that  the  "Sped" 
as  efficacious  in  other  hands  as  in  his.  men/*  (also  from  the  German,)  I  tiere 
lie  mentions  in  the  same  paper,  that  the  enclose,  will  meet  with  the  universal 
plan  of  evacuating  the  contents  of'the  approbation  of  aJl  your  readers, 
chest,  as  a  cure  for  consummion,  was  ft  is  indeed  a  specunen  of  German  lite- 
first  recommended  by  "Dr.  Barry,  of  rature,  containing  sentiments  so  sound, 
Dublin.  I  imagine  that  Dr.  Last,  and  so  practical,  as  to  find  an  echo  in 
about  the  year  1769,  must  have  caught  every  well-constituted  mind.  It  is  from 
his  ideas  respecting  a  somewhat  analo-  the  pen  of  the  venerable  Hufeland« 
gous  treatment  of  dropsy  from  the  same  who,  having  devoted  his  energies  to 
quarter.  He  observes,  "  i  have  been  the  improvement  of  the  Practice  and 
at  a  great  deal  of  pains  and  trouble.  Literature  of  Medicine,  for  upwards  of 
and  made  many  experiments,  in  order  half  a  century,  bequeathed  to  posterity 
to  find  a  radical  cure  for  this  disease,  his  "  Enchiridion  Medicum,"  a  depo- 
that  should  be  at  once  safe,  cheap,  and  sitory  into  which  he  casta  the  fined  re- 
easy.  My  first  invention  was  a  pump ;  bvlMa  of  his  long  experience, 
by  means  of  which,  fixed  in  the  belly  1  am  sir,  &c. 
of  the  patient,  I  meant  to  pump  out  the  H*. 
dropsical  humour  as  you  would  water  _  ,.  ^  ^,  •  ^i.  isu  •  •  » 
out  of  the  hold  of  a  ship.  Threescore  To  live  for  others  islhe  I^hysician's 
and  eleven  people  died  under  the  ope-  vocaUon.  He  must  be  ever  ready  to 
ration."  He  eventually  abandoned  this  «cnfice  hia  repose,  advantages,  and 
as  impracticable,  and  hU  next  experi-  comforto ;  yea,  even  higher  considera- 

ment  "was  called  the  soaking  opera-  ^^^  correspondent  ought  to  have  informed 

tion,  which  was  contnvea  thus :   1  made  q,  that  what  follows  is  transcribed,  wHh  a  few 

the  patient  swallow  a  piece  of  sponge  y^^ala^temions  and  omissions,  from  t 

4U»«iL»^  «^  «  ^*.{««r.  «,V.5«V*  (ToincT  #1ni?n  ih  Eoglish  of  Hufeland's  EnchmdioB,  pabUshed 

fastened  to  a  string,  which,  going  down  ^  ^^^  York,  by  C.  Bmchhaasen  and  Dr.  Alison, 

his  throat  into  his  stomach,  I   let  Me  &  work  which  we  had  the  pleasure  of  njHiciog 

there  till  I  had  ^l^O'^edl  or  bo^^  "P  ^riSli'Sr„.'ff«S^5lS?.!i!ffr'6^"Sl: 

the  watery  humours,  and  then  drew  it  ri^^n  not  bein^  generally  accessible,  we  present 

up  again,  with  all  its  contents ;  repeat-  ft  to  our  readers.**— E*.  oaz.) 
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tions,  to  the  end  of  saving  the  life  and  not  the  finest  reward  of  a  Physician, 
health  of  his  fellow-men.  The  healinc^  What  is  a  handful  of  gold,  compared 
art  is  therefore  something  sublime,  and  with  the  tears  of  gratitude  shed  by  the 
really  divine ;  for  its  duties  coincide  poor  P  The  rich  man,  by  his  compen- 
with  the  first  and  most  sacred  laws  of  sation,  frequently  thinks  himself  en- 
religion  and  philanthropy ;  and  require  titled  to  be  ungrateful,  and  to  under* 
resignation,  and  an  elevation  of  mind,  value  the  services  rendered;  but  how 
far  above  worldly  desires.  To  improve  often  is  the  Physician  the  sole  friend 
his  mind,  to  sacrifice  his  person  for  left  to  the  poor  in  distress !  Like  an 
the  public  good,  and  to  desseminate  angel  of  consolation,   he  appears  to 

good  around  him,  as  much  as  lies  in  him,  and  raises  the  vanishing  hopes 

is  power,  is  what  he  aims  at.     His  by  the  interest  he  takes,  and  by  bis  art 

professional  duties,  therefore,  will  al-  he  pours  new  life  into  his  veins, 
ways  beautifully  harmonize  with  his        In  medical  treatment,  the  Physician 

conviction  and  principles,  and,  so  to  must  exercise   his  greatett  attention^ 

say,  flow  from  tnem.    What  he  ought  accuracy^  and  conscientiousness.      He 

to  do,  he  does  with  pleasure;  and  the  must  not  proceed  superficiallv,  but  with 

consequence  will  be,  the  highest  hap-  research  and  knowledge.    ]^e  must  not 

piness  of  man,  a  consonance  of  external  consider  the  patient  as  a  means,  but 

and  internal  life.     Woe  to  the  phy-  always  as  an  end.    Seldom,  it  is  true, 

sician,  who  makes  honour  with  men,  can  the  faults  of  the   Physician  be 

or  money,  the  end  of  his  efforts !    He  brought  before,  and  punished  by  a  tri- 

will  be  a  continual  contradiction  to  bun^,  but  the  most  certain  and  the 

himself  and  his  duties ;  he  will  curse  a  most  formidable  tribunal  is  waiting  for 

vocation  w^hich  does  not  reward,  be-  him — Conscience — where    no   subter- 

cause  he  knows  not  true  reward.    This  foge,  no  palliation,  can  guard  him ; 

simple  view  embodies  the  whole  moral,  where  nothing  will  absolve  him  but  a 

ox  policy,  so  called,  (^  the  physician,  pure  and  guilUess  mind,  and  the  con vic- 

Policy ! — an  improper  word ;    for  no-  tion  of  having  done  all   within   hia 

where  more  than  in  the  medical  pro-  power  and  knowledge  towards  saving 

fessiondo  we  see  it  exemplified,  that  nis   patient.     Though  he  may  have 

the  best  and  only  policy  is  that  which  learned  through  improved  knowledge, 

emanates  from  an  nonest  and  sensitive  subseouently  acquired,  that  he  mi^t 

man.    The  fundamental  rule  for  all  have  done  more  and  better,  he  may  re- 

the  relations  of  a  physician  is :  gret  his  former  deficiency,  but  not  feel 

"  Regulate  all  your  actions  in  a  man-  remorse ;   for,  at  that  time,  he  did  all 

ner  that  the  highest  end  of  your  voca^  he  was  capable  of  performing.     He 

tion,    which  is    saving    life,  restoring  must,  however,  remember  that  neither 

health,  and  relieving  the  sufferings  of  levit^,  his  own  ease,  or  any  personal 

humanity,  he  attained  as  far  as  possible,^  consideration,  must  lead  him  to  neglect 

This  rule  must  ever  be  present  in  his  duties,  for  then  the  internal  Jud?e 

our  mind ;  it  will  always  direct  us  to  will  not  remain  silent.  Such  cases  will, 

the  right  point,  and  guide  us  safely  in  sooner  or  later,  meet  with  adequate  pun« 

the  most  complicated  cases.  ishment  from  tormenting  reproaches. 

From  this  point  let  us  now  consider       But  skill  and  art  alone  are  not  suf- 

and  regulate  the  duties  of  a  Physician,  ficient ;  he  must  be  particularly  mind- 

They  are  threefold ;  towards  the  sick,  ful  of  his  conduct.     It  is  this  which 

towards  the  public,  and  towards  his  recommends  him  to  the  public,  and 

colleagues.  creates  confidence  and  admittance ;  for 

A.  Relation  to  the  Sick.  J^^,  ^r«!!«L«L^''''P^''  T  ''"^?'"P«- 

tent  of  pronouncing  on  his  science ; 

The  Physician,  in  exercise  of  hia  art,  it  is,  then,  natural  for  them  to  take 

must  regard  only  man,  and  make  no  their  measure  of  his  ability  from  the 

difierence  between  rich  and  poor,  high  measure  of  his  conduct.    By  force  of 

or  low.  conduct  alone,  a  Physician  of  very 

He  who  suffers  most,  or  is  in  the  modest  talents  can  become  the  favour- 

greatest  danser,  has  a  privilege  above  ite  of  the  public ;  and,  without  it,  the 

all  others,  whatever  be  their  station  or  most  skilful  medical  man  remains  un- 

condition  in  society.    I  pity  the  Phy-  noticed  and  unappreciated.    Of  his  ex« 

sician  who  appreciates  his  patients  ac-  temal  appearance,  also,  he  must  not  be 

cording  to  rank  or  fortune ;  he  knows  regardless ;  it  should  comport  with  the 
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dignity  of  his  station,  and  the  impor-  by  such  an  object,  we  may  hope  to 

tance  of  his  duties.    The  main  feature  become  perfect  in  it,  and  to  amve  at 

of  his  conduct  should  be  aptitude  to  new  discoveries*     The  great  Kewtoa 

create  confidence;  friendly,  with  dig-  once  was  asked,  how  he  had  come  to 

nity ;  decent,  without  affectation ;  gay,  his  extraordinary  discoTeries :  '*  I  al- 

but  not  ludicrous;   serious,  when  he  wajs  thonght  of  them,"  was  his  reply, 

ought  to  give  importance  to  his  sub*  ''  simple  but  certainly,  all  embracing/' 

iect ;  and  his  words  complsisant  and  The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  visiting 

mduleentin  all  insignificant  matters,  the  sick*     When  shaU  we  cease  to 

but  firm  while   executing  important  place  confidence  in  the  mere  presence 

measures,   and  sustaining    the    pro-  of  the  Physician,  and  to  esteem  his 

nounced  sentence;  sympathising  and  care  by  the  number  of  his  visits?  Alas  I 

cordial,  and  a  sound  regard  for  reh^on,  the  head  cannot  keep  pace  with  the 

and  its  consolation;  neither  taciturn  feet,  as  Zimmermann  has  well  remarked, 

nor  loquacious ;  much  less  a  messenger  Such   mere   corporeal  presence,  and 

of  news ;  but,  devoting  his  whole  at-  looking  on,  however  onen  repeated, 

tention  to  the  sick,  noticing  every  clr-  will  not  promote  a  cure ;  and,  properly 

cumstance,  careful  in  the  examination  speaking,  amounts   to  nothing  more 

of  the  patient;   observing  even  those  than  renderiflg  honomrs,  paying^  one's 

around  nim ;  neither  eccentric  or  vul-  respects  to  the  disease,  according  to  ita 

gar;  neither  coxcomb,  nor  pedant;  but  rank.    A  visit  must  be  made  with  de« 

olding   in  the  middle,  even  in  all  liberation,  a  collected  mind,  and  be  of 

things ;  especially  not  passionate  and  sufllcient   duration.      The   Phvsiciaa 

angr^,  but  calm  and  circumspect;  for  must  not  be  present  in  body  only,  but 

a  quiet  and  sober  sense  creates  confi-  in  mind ;  and  must  direct  his  whole 

dence.    It  is  a  great  fault,  common  to  attention  to  his  patient,  and  study  him. 

young  practitioners,  that  they  strive  to  It  is  only  such  visits  that  will  answer 

create  a  sensation,  whether  it  be  by  the  purpose  sought    They  will  result 

the  newest  fashion  c^  dress,  or  science,  in  a  oouble  advantage  to  Uie  Physician ; 

or  by  paradoxes  and  singularities,  or  firstly,  in  convincing  the  patient  of 

even  b^  charlatanism.    A  most  impor-  the  interest  which  he  takes  in  him, 

tant  point  for  attaining  the  public  con-  and  thereby  gaining  his  confidence; 

fidence,  but  rather  too  much  neglected  secondly,  in  creating  that  reciprocity 

bjT  our  young  practitioners,  is  keeping  of  feeling,  and  familiarity,  which  per- 

a  journal  of  cases.    When  the  noise  im  mits  of  a  deep  insight  into  the  nature 

the  day  has  terminated,  and  the  silence  of  the  case ;  in  short,  to  use  an  expres- 

of  evening  invites  to  reflection,  then  sion  of  the  magnetizers,   **  place  the 

the  Physician  may  devote  a  few  hours  sick  person  en  rapport  with  the  Phy« 

of  calm  contemplation  to  his  patiente;  sician,"  certainly  quite  in  a  particular 

write  down  the  most  important  pointo  state  of  mind ;  one  which  admits  of 

in  the  histoir  of  a  malady,  the  altera-  particularisation,  and  a  deep  insight 

tions  which  have  occorred,  his  remarks  into  the  "  inward  man,"  teaches  ns  to 

and  ideas  on  the  origin  and  treatment  form  more  correct  feelings  and  ideas, 

of  the  disease,  the  remedies  prescribed,  regarding  the  sufierings  of  nature,  and 

and  reconsider  the   whole  maturely,  her  wanto,  from  art,  and  gives  thoughts 

No  evening  must  pass  without  paying  which  strike   us   the   more   forcibly 

this  last  duty  to  his  patients,  and  there-  since  they  arise  directly  from  the  pa* 

by  addinff  the  keystone  to  his  work,  tient.     One  such  visit  is  worth  mora 

Here,  in  the  silence  of  night,  many  a  than  many  made  in  haste.    Too  many 

thing  will  appear  to  him  in  quite  a  dif-  visits  in  chrome  cases,  since  they  ren* 

ferent  light,   than   during   the  day;  der  the  patient  too  common  to  onr 

revelations  and  inspirations  will  come  senses,  may  blont  the  keenness  of  oar 

over  him,  such  as  cannot  find  birth  in  perception,  and  obstruct  onr  vision ;  as 

the  distractions  of  busy  day.    Only  in  the  saying  is,  **  we  cannot  seeUie  forest 

this  period,  when  internal  life  awaken&  for  the  trees."     I  have  experienced, 

also  can  tins  subject  enter  into  intennu  in  such  cases,  that  an  interruption  of 

life ;  and  only  now  will  it  receive  tme  the  usual  visits,  for  several  days,  will 

interest  and  reflection.    For  that  akme  enable  us  to  gain  a  new  view  of  the 

which  afi*ects  and  fills  our  mind,  which  subject,  and  to  htiug  phenomena   to 

accompanies  us  always,  even  unconw  light,  which,  heietorore,  have  escaped 

sdously,  is  ours ;  and  solely  penetrated  our  observation.    Itmust,  however,  be 

895.— XXXV.  a  L 
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remarked  here,  on  account  of  young  whole  examination  of  ike  Phtftitinn; 
Physicians,  who,  through  delicacy,  con-  and  the  only  perpetual  docHment  of  hit 
fine  their  visits  to  too  small  a  number,  peuiuXf  and  which  has  even  legal  an* 
that  in  general  frequent  visits  are  more  thority  beariua  for  or  agaimt  hinu 
requisite,  since  they  enable  one  to  ar-  How  readily  a  little  fault  committed 
rive  at  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  in  a  prescription,  an  error  in  writing, 
the  disease,  and  also  preserve  the  con-  may  decide  the  fate  of  the  patient,  and 
fidence  of  the  patient.  Too  frequent  the  Physician's  reputation !  therefore, 
and  unnecessary  visits  have  to  be  it  should  always  be  done  with  a  mind 
avoided,  for  they  give  useless  anxiety  most  concentrated ;  and  it  ought  to  be 
to  the  patient,  and  exjpose  the  Phy-  an  invariable  rule  with  every  Phy- 
sician to  be  suspected  of  interested  mo-  sician  to  peruse  every  prescriptioa 
tives.  The  office  of  the  Physician  is  after  it  is  written.  Whenever  it  is 
not  confined  to  curing  diseases ;  it  be-  possible,  without  detriment  to  the  main 
hoves  him,  as  a  duty,  to  prolong  life,  end,  the  practitioner  must  always  pre- 
and  relieve  suffering,  as  maladies  pro-  fer  the  cneapcr  to  the  more  expensive 
nounced  incurable.  How  much,  then,  remedies.  It  is  indeed  cruel  to  neglect 
at  fault  are  they  who  grow  disgusted,  this  consideration,  in  the  case  of  mdi- 
or  lazy,  and  neglect  or  forsake  a  pa-  gent  persons,  and  to  take  away  the 
tient  when  there  is  no  prospect  of  means  of  living,  in  saving  their  lives. 
eureP  The  interest  of  the  artist,  it  is  In  this  respect  he  can  become  a  real 
true,  may  be  annihilated;  but  hu-  benefactor  to  his  patients,  if  he  re- 
manity  must  persist  and  increase,  gards  their  financial  circumstances  not 
Verily,  the  unmrtunate  who  labours  only  with  benevolence  but  with  deli- 
under  torturing  pain,  distress,  and  de-  cacy.  I  will  only  refer  tooneraeansj 
spair,  is  still  more  entitled  to  cur  com-  by  which  the  expenses  of  cure  may  be 
miseration,  than  he  to  whom  the  pros-  exceedingly  diminished  without  the  ap- 

feet  of  recovery  lessens  all  suffering.  r'<irance  of  yra/ui/oiu  medication;  it  is, 
t  is  an  act  of  pity,  natural  to  every  to  make  an  a^^reement  with  an  apothe- 
generous  heart,  in  such  cases,  to  make  cary  of  charitable  mind,  to  this  effect, 
life  tolerable,  to  raise  dying  hope,  and  that  he  will  not  charge  profit  on  re- 
to  bring  consolation  at  least,  where  ceipts  marked  with  a  concerted  sign, 
there  is  no  salvation.  Moreover,  we  by  which  expedient,  those  who  are 
are  too  short-sighted,  to  be  capable  of  really  poor,  but  do  not  wish  to  seem 
always  deciding,  with  certainty,  that  so — the  bashful  poor,  may  be  saved 
help  is  not  possible.  In  the  course  of  considerable  expense.  In  this  way  we 
8  disease,  favourable  internal  revolu-  may  succour  the  indigent,  without  of- 
tions  may  take  place,  an  external  in-  fending  the  feelings :  to  do  this,  is 
fluence  majr  operate,  and  give  a  new  really  to  benefit, 
turn,  or  give  to  art  opportunity  far  Dangerous  remedies  ought  never  to 
successful  interference.  Yea,  I  con-  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  patient ;  at 
sider  it  as  one  of  the  most  important  least,  not  in  such  quantities  as  to  en- 
rules  of  practice,  never  to  give  op  hspe.  danger  life.  It  is  a  horrible  sight  to 
Hope  generates  ideas,  elevates  tne  see  phials  of  an  ounce,  or  half  an  ounce 
mind  to  new  views  and  new  endea*  of  opium,  in  the  sick  room.  If  an  ac- 
vours,  and  can  render  impossibility  cident  happens  in  such  a  case,  the 
possible.  He-  who  has  given  up  hope  fault  always  lies  with  the  Physician, 
has  given  up  reflection,  upon  which  No  honest  practitioner  will  sell,  nor 
apathy  and  paralysis  of  the  mind  fol-  even  allow  to  patients  nostrums ;  for 
low  ;  and  the  sick  must  invariably  die,  how  can  he  juoj^e  of  things  which  he 
because  he  who  has  been  called  to  his  does  not  know  himself? 
assistance  is  already  dead.  Even  in  -on*.  >  «*  #. 
the  stage  of  dying,  the  Physician  °'  ^«'«'»<"« '«  ''*«  Public. 
ought  not  to  forsake  the  sick ;  even  To  no  one  is  pahlic  opinion  so  im- 
then  he  may  become  a  benefactor,  and,  portant  as  to  the  Physician.  He  is  the 
if  he  cannot  save,  may  at  least  relieve  man  of  the  people,  in  the  true  sense ; 
departing  life.  the  voice  of  the  people  decides  what 
The  art  of  writing  pretcriptions  is  shall  be  his  true  station.  He  must, 
very  important,  and  worthy  of  more  therefore,  be  most  anxious  to  win  repn- 
attention  than  is  generally  bestowed  tation,  and  not  unmindful  of  the  means 
npon  it.      It  is  the  last  result  of  the  proper  for  that  purpose.     It  is  in  vain 
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to  ho&Bi  of  being  above  public  opinioB,  than  moekery.  Secresy  is  one  of  the 
And  not  to  care  lor  it.  The  pride  of  a  firet  and  indispensable  qualities  of  a 
wise  man  is,  to  accomplish  nis  end  in  Physician  ;  for,  by  his  vocation,  he 
the  most  correct  manner.  The  princi-  learns  the  most  important  secrets,  and 
pal  end  of  a  Physician  is  curing;  the  takes  the  place  or  a  confessor;  the 
more  opportunity  he  can  find  for  prac-  happiness  not  only  of  single  men,  but 
tising  It,  the  more  completely  will  he  of  wnole  families,  lies  at  his  discretion ; 
attain  that  end,  and  become  a  bene-  and  it  would  be  an  act  of  baseness  to 
factor  to  mankind.  Now  that  depends  betray  confident,  or  abuse  it  inten- 
mainly  on  the  good  opinion  of  the  com-  tionally.  He  is  to  avoid  being,  or  even 
munity,  and  consequently  it  devolves  appearing:,  indiscreet;  therefore  he  must 
upon  the  Physician,  as  a  duty,  to  make  speak  as  little  as  ppssible  of  other  pa- 
efforts  for  acquiring  and  establishing  tients ;  answer  laconically,  and  indefi- 
himself  in  it.  nitely,  questions  asked  about  others ; 

Extraordinary  talents,  and  striking  and,  least  of  all,  go  into  particulars 

saccess,  it  is  true,  can,  so  to  say,  force  and  narratives  of  domestic  life :  above 

public    opinion,    and    raise    a   Phy-  all,  a  practitioner  should  not  be  reputed 

aician,  even  in  spite  of  general  dis-  &  gamester,  a  tippler,  or  a  libertine,  for 

like.    But  these  are  rare  exceptions,  these  habits  are  in  direct  contradiction 

The  common  course  is  this — the  young  with  his  profession,  and  infallibly  will 

practitioner  has  gradually  to  raise  a  take  from  him  the  confidence  of  the 

public  sentiment   in  his    favour,    by  public.     He  must  not  appear  too  de- 

which  the  public  may  be  encouraged  sirous  of  c^in ;   it  debases  the  Phy> 

to  commit  to  him  the  highest  earthly  sician  and  his  art,  deters  the  poor  from 

good— life  and  health.  applying  to  him,  and  takes  away  that 

The  prrocipal  means  for  attaining  which  is  worth  more  than  all  riches — 

(hat  ena  are  (besides  careful  and  con-  good  repute. 

acientious  attendance  on  his  patient), 

unshaken  probity,  regularity  of  habits, 

temperance,  pruoent  conduct,  modesty,  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

discretion  in  all  his   utterances    and  — ~ 

judgments,  precauUon  in  the  selection  u L»«itear  u  tue  &  aUonger  ce  que  le  lectear  m 

of  his  company,  attention  not  alone  to  tue  4  abr^ser."— D'Ai.BM»BaT. 

essentials,    but    also  to    appearances.  , 
The  Physician  must  never  forget  he  is 

more  observed  than  other  men.  He  Outlines  of  MilUary  Surgery.  By  Sir 
belongs  to  the  community,  and  every  George  Ballingall,  M.D.  F.R.S.E. 
one  arrogates  to  himself  the  right  to  Regius  Professor  of  Military  Surgery 
judge  him.  He  is  of  no  party ;,  he  be-  *"  "^e  University  of  Edinburgh,  &c, 
longs  to  all.  Popularity  ia  his  ele-  de- 
ment, and  freedom  of  mind,  and  of  all  Independently  of  the  national  im- 
{political  relations,  his  noblest  preroga-  portance  of  this  branch  of  the  profes- 
tive.  He  must  therefore  carefully  avoid  sion,  the  position  the  author  holds  in 
joining  a  party.  On  the  contrary,  he  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  the 
ma^  congratulate  himself  that  his  vo-  circumstance  of  a  third  edition  being 
cation  permi;s,  even  obliges  him,  to  called  for,  entitle  these  Outlines  to  due 
take  no  notice  of  parties,  and  be  only  consideration. 
mere  man.  Military  surgery  includes  much  more 

Wit,  and  a  satirical  disposition,  are  than    the    mere  treatment   of   surgi- 

dangerous  gifts  to  a  practitioner.    In  cal  diseases,  which,  indeed,  forms  but 

no  man  are  they  so  prejudicial  and  in-  a  small  part  of  the  duty  of  an  army 

compatible  with  the  nature  of  his  voca-  medical  officer.      It  comprises   every 

tion,  as  in  the  person  to  whom  one  thing  relating  to  the  prevention  as  well 

has  to  expose  himself  in  all  his  naked-  as  the  cure  of  disease — in  a  word,  the 

ness,  and  nas  to  disclose  infirmities  and  extensive  subject  of  Military  Hygiene, 

secrets  which  no  body  else  is  destined  The  topics  to  be  discussed  under  this 

to  learn.  head  are,   '*  Recruiting,  bounty,  pay. 

How  many  have  contracted  irrecon-  pensions,     and     rewards  ;     barracks, 

cileable  enemies  by  a  single  pun !  a  transports,  clothing,  personal  cleanli- 

real  injury  is  more  readily  pardoned  ness ;  duties  and  exercise  of  soldiers ; 
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schools  and  regimental  libraries ;  mili-  quarters,  for  he  says,  "an  opinion  has 
tary  discipline  and  punishments  ;  ha-  been  expressed  that  more  of  the  work 
bits  of  soldiers,  comprehending  virtues  should  oe  occupied  with  the  medical, 
and  vices ;  the  constitution  of  the  me-  and  less  with  the  surgical  department 
dical  department,  and  the  duties  of  th?  of  the  course."  With  the  first  part  of 
medical  staff,  both  general  and  regi-  this  opinion  we  do  not  quite  coincide, 
mental;  military  hospitals;  moral  butfwe  would  wish  to  see  much  morefde- 
treatment  of  the  sick;  the  compilation  voted  tothe  topics  mentioned  above.  The 
of  numerical  returns  of  the  sick,  and  diseases  of  tropical  climates  form  part 
the  plan  of  drawing  up  reports  both  of  every  course  of  practice  of  medicine 
,  special  and  general ;  proceedings  of  in  the  present  day,  and  the  treatment 
boards,  sick  certificates,  &c.,  together  of  gun-shot  wounds,  &c.  is  discussed 
with  the  general  principles  of  military  by  every  lecturer  on  surgery,  while  the 
statistics  and  medical  topography ;  and  numerous  works  on  practical  surgery, 
lastly,  instructions  to  young  medical  of  acknowledged  merit,  at  moderate 
ofllcers  respecting  their  general  con-  prices,  and  of  oulk  adapted  for  a  mill- 
duct,  especially  in  regard  to  their  su-  tary  man's  library,  render  this  portion 
periors,  their  equals,  inferiors,  and  of  the  Outlines  much  less  necessary 
patients*."  Taking  this  as  a  tolerably  than  when  the  first  edition  was  brought 
correct  enumeration  of  the  subjects  out.  But  as  a  reason  for  this  prefe- 
which  should  be  discussed  in  a  work  rence  shewn  to  surgery,  he .  says,  "  I 
on  Military  Surgery,  we  must  come  to  find  that  this  is  the  department  of  the 
the  conclusion  that  our  author  has  course  which  proves  most  interesting  to 
fallen  short  of  the  object  at  which  he  that  important  part  of  my  audience, 
aimed.  Many  of  the  preceding  topics  consisting  of  gentlemen  returning  from 
are  not  mentioned  at  all,  and  others  so  foreign  service,  to  refiresh  their  memo- 
casually,  as  to  convey  no  practical  in-  ries,  or  to  renovate  their  knowledge  at 
formation  to  students  ignorant  of  all  the  schools  of  medicine."  Now  we  are 
that  relates  to  a  military  life.  Such  a  far  from  underrating  the  importance  of 
work  should  contain  a  body  of  instruc-  oflScers  thus  brushing  off  the  rust  from 
tions,  addressed  to  young  men  study-  their  memories,  or  making  themselves 
ing  for  the  department  and  to  junior  acquainted  with  the  improvements  that 
officers,  relative  to  their  duties  in  the  have  taken  place  during^  their  absence; 
army,  and  should  **  embrace,  in  a  ^e-  but  we  would  suggest  tnat  they  might 
neral  way,  all  that  body  of  information  do  so  quite  as  well  in  the  lecture- 
which  every  medical  officer  who  has  rooms  of  the  professors  of  practice  of 
been  long  in  the  service  acquires  in  a  medicine  and  surgery ;  while  it  is  only 
greater  or  less  degree,  but  frequently  from  the  professor  of  military  surgery 
not  until  he  has  committed  blunders  that  the  student  can  expect  to  acquire 
that  might  have  been  obviated  had  he  information  on  the  subject  of  his 
been  earlier  or  better  instructed."  special  duties  as  an  army  medical  offi- 
The  surgical  part  of  the  work  under  cer.  We  are  sure  none  can  look  back 
review  is  in  general  good ;  but  the.por-  to  the  commencement  of  their  career 
tion  which  treats  of  these  military  and  in  the  army  without  feeling  how  much 
hygienic  topics,  we  regret  to  say,  is  very  a  knowledge  of  these  would  have  con- 
deiective ;  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  tributed  to  their  comfort  and  useful- 
volume  is  devoted  to  them,  which  is  ness.  While  we  give  Sir  George  Bal- 
certainly  too  little,  considering  their  lingall  every  credit  for  the  KindlT 
extent  and  importance.  At  page  60  of  feeling  towards  old  officers  by  which 
the  Outlines  it  is  stated,  on  tne  autho-  he  is  actuated,  in  thus  devoting  so 
rity  of  Sir  D.  Stewart,  "  that  the  92d  much  of  his  time  to  them,  we  cannot 
regiment  lost  more  officers  and  men  in  but  think  he  would  effect  a  greater  and 
four  months  from  the  climate  of  Ja-  more  permanent  good  by  confining  his 
maica,  than  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy  attention  more  to  the  rearing  of  effi- 
in  an  active  war  of  twenty-two  years,  cicnt  recruits  for  the  department.  - 
in  the  progress  of  which  it  was  twenty-  While  we  thus  dissent  from  our  au- 
six  times  m  battle."  thor's  plan  of  treating  his  subject,  we 
The  professor  seems  to  have  met  do  not  undervalue  the  surgical  portion 
with  similar  objections  from  other  of  the  work.  Great  pains  seem  to  have 
been  taken  to  bring  up  the  information 

^      ^„       , ,  ^1  _„_  on  the  various  subjects  to  the  latest  date. 

♦  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  vol.  xliv.  ■' 
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In  reviewing  a  third  edition,  we  can-  greatly  improved  his  Outlines,  and  par- 
not  of  coarse  be  expected  to  go  much  ticularly  tne  section  on  the  diseases  of 
into  detail ;  but  we  would  notice  an  article  troops  on  foreign  stations,  by  drawing 
on  the  "  proportion  of  sick  in  armies,"  more  liberally  from  the  valuable  sta- 
which  is,  we  believe,  a  new  feature  hi  the  tistical  reports  of  the  navy  and  army*, 
work.    This  is  a  point  of  great  import-  care  being  taken  to  condense  the  inu>r- 
ance  to  be  able  to  estimate,  that  a  6e-  mation  as  much  as  possible.    The  value 
neral  may  know,  out  of  a  given  num-  of  a  numerical  over  a  loose  or  vague 
ber,  how  many  are  likely  to  take  the  statement  is  indeed  very  great,  and  it 
field,  and  that  he  may  be  provided  with  has  the  advantage  of  occupying  little 
an  adequate  medical  staff;   and  it  is  space  (especially  when  given  in  a  ta- 
essential,  to  enable  medical  officers  to  bular  form),  and  bringing  the  principal 
make  the  necessary  hospital  arrange-  facts  before  the  eye  at  once, 
ments,  and  lay  in  a  sufficient  supply  of       Having  recently    inserted    in    this 
medicines  and  storey.    Our  author  tias  journal  two  articles  on  the  physical 
quoted  the  opinions  of  several  distin-  and  moral  effects  of  military  punish- 
Ruished  writers  on  this  subject,  and  ments,  we  looked  to  our  author's  re- 
has  ^ven  the  numbers  admitted  into  marks   on    that   subject    with    some 
hospital,  and  who  died,  as  stated  by  curiosity,  to  see  whether  he  had  endea- 
Sir  John  Pringle  to  have  occurred  in  voured  to  supply  to  the  young  medical 
Germany,    in    Flanders,    and  in  this  officer  the  want  of  specific  official  in- 
country,  and  by  Sir  James  M'Grigor  in  structions  on  this  responsible  duty.  We 
the   peninsular    army ;    but    as    the  regret  to  say  that  he  has  not ;  the  only 
strength  of  the  different  armies  is  not  advice  given  is  to  abstain  from  "  any 
given,  these  figures  are  of  compara-  idle  or  pertinacious  display  of  his  own 
tively  little  value.     Although  it  is  of  consequence  in  a  case  where  he  may 
consequence  to  be  able  to  estimate  the  fancy  his  authority  paramount  to  that 
number  likely  to  be  admitted  into  bos-  of  the  commanding  officer."    Nothing 
pital  under  given  circumstances,  it  is  is  said  of  the  necessity  for  a  careful 
much  more  so  to  know  the  proportion  examination  of  the  prisoner  prior  to 
constantly  non-effective  from  sickness;  signing  the  certificate  of  his  fitness  to 
and  on  this  ix>int  we  think  our  author  undergo  punishment,  which  is  laid  be- 
mi|;ht  have  advantageously  bestowed  fore  the  court;  nor  of  the  proDriety  of 
a  little  more  space  and  labour.    Vaidy,  a  re-examination  before  the  fiogging, 
in  his  Hygiene  Militaire,  estimates  the  lest  disease  should  in   the  meantime 
probable  proportion  in  a  healthy  gar-  have  been   lighted  up.      We  find  no 
riaon  at  5  per  cent.,  or  in  a  campaign  mention    of  those    symptoms    which 
at  not  less  than  10  per  cent,  indepen-  would  lead  us  to  place  the  man  under 
dent  of  any  rencontre  with  the  enemy ;  observation  for  a  taw  days  before  sanc- 
but  it  is  not  stated  on  what  data  this  tioning  the  infliction,  such  as  quick 
calculation  is  founded.     Sir  J*  Pringle  pulse,  furred  tongue,  burning  skin,  &c. ; 
states,  that  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  nor  of  the  schemes  adopted  by  some 
iu  Germany,  the  sick  in  hospital  were  men   to  get    "  taken  down,"  and  the 
to  the  men  in  health  as  3  to  13,  or  23  means  of  detecting  and  frustrating  such 
per  cent.     It  is  remarkable  that  this  is,  attempts.    The  last,  it  should  be  re- 
to  a  fraction,  the  same  as  the  propor-  membered,  must  be  the  work  of  a  few 
tion  ascertained  by  Mr.  £dmonds  to  seconds ;  if  the  man  is  really  unable  to 
have  been  constantly  sick  in  the  penin-  take  any  more  of  his  punishment,  every 
sular  army,  averaging  G4,227  strong,  minute  he  is  kept  tied  up  may  be  pro- 
between  bee.   1810   and    May   1813.  ductive  of   serious  injury,    while,    if 
This  is  all  the  precise  information  con-  taken  down  without  sufficient  cause, 
tained  in  the  Outlines  on  this  point.  — . 

Tlie  following  (which  for  the  sa\e  of      •  By  the  w«y,  our  author  talks  of  the  MiliUry 

space  we  have  arranged  m  a  tabular  SUtistical  Reports  as  the  joint  labour  of  Colonel 

form)   though  a  mere  contribution  to  ifr<!?l^-S»rJ^^?^t«S: 

tiie  statistics  oi  this  important  subject,  puty  Inspectors  and  Lieatenaiit.Colonel8  rank 

will    serve    to    show    that  our   author  ^**°  ^■ch  other  accordini^:  to  the  date  ot  their 

might  have  rendered    the   article  in  SSTSJL  ^^1?^;  U°.St^'«S&.t' ?f 

question  more  complete,    (oee  p.  550. )  Slst  May,  1844  (we  love  to  be  precise),  precedence 

We  think  Sir  George  might  have  2L1.2S?5J??p2?';  "H^  ^"^^^  ^^^  ****** 

°  ^  revemng^  her  Mi^esty's  orders. 
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discipline  suffers,  and  the  surgeon  is 
looked  on  by  the  men  themselves  as  a 
soft  fellow,  under  whom  they  may  with 
impunity  tij  any  tricks  of  malingering 
they  think  nt.  We  must  again  express 
our  regret  that  the  junior  medical  offi- 
cers are  still  left  without  a  sufficient 
guide  in  regard  to  their  duty  on  a 
punishment  parade. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  repeat  our 
conviction,  that  whUe  these  Out- 
lines are  no  doubt  useful  to  the  older 
officers,  as  a  book  of  reference  on  pointo 
of  surgery,  they  are  not  calculated  to 
instruct  studenta  and  junior  officers,  as 
yet  unacquainted  with  the  habits  and 
condition  of  the  men  over  whom  they 
are  expected  to  exercise  a  vigilant  su- 
perintendence, in  the  important  duties 
which  devolve  upon  them.  We  would 
strongly  advise  our  author  to  bring  out 

'   *  Considerably  understated— vide  Report 
t  This  low  ratio  is  chiefly  attributable  to  a  lai|^ 

portion  of  the  Malta  fencibles  beinfir  married  men. 
I  See  Report  on  Troops  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
f  Strength  not  stated  exclusive  of  Pioneers. 


a  work  on  Military  Hygiene,  for  the 
use  of  such  J  and  when  another  edition 
of  his  Outlines  is  required,  he  can 
adapt  them  more  exclusively  for  the 
seniors,  to  whom  at  present  they  seem 
chiefly  useful.  We  are  aware  that  to 
do  this  will  involve  a  large  amount  of 
time  and  labour;  but  we  have  no 
doubt  that,  if  Sir  George  undertakes  it, 
he  will  execute  his  task  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  reflect  credit  on  himself  and 
the  University  of  Edinburgh. 


Statistics  of  Recruiting  in  the  Districts 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  during 
the  Year  ending  Slst  March,  1844. 
Compiled  from  the  Annual  Returns, 
by  order  of  the  Director-General. 
Lithographed. 

The  name  of  the  compiler  of  this 
brochure  is  not  given ;  but  we  presume 
the  materials  have  been  arranged  under 
the  superintendence  of  Dr.  Gordon^ 
professional  secretary  to  the  Director- 
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General.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  the  compiler  was  not  instructed 
to  include  the  statibtics  of  recruiting 
for  a  period  of  twenty  or  twenty-five 
years,  instead  of  limiting  his  labours 
to  one  year.  Besides,  by  confining  his 
observations  to  the  recruits  inspected 
at  the  head -quarters  of  districts,  and 
tliereby  excluding  those  who  enlist  at 
the  head- quarters  of  regiments  and 
depdts,  no  general  deductions  can  be 
drawn  in  regard  to  the  absolute  num- 
ber raised  during  a  specific  period  of 
time,  or  in  each  of  the.  several  divisions 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  re- 
ports which  may  m  future  emanate 
from  the  medical  department,  we  hope 
to  see  these  omissions  supplied,  there 
being,  it  is  presumed,  no  want  of  ele- 
mentary materials. 

The  number  of  recruits  medically  in- 
spected during  the  year  ending  21st 
March,  1844,  was  17)540,  and  the  num- 
ber rejected  6,026,  or  34*6  per  cent. 
An  error  appears  to  have  crept  into 
Table  3d,  "  shewing  the  native  coun- 
tries of  recruits  inspected,"  which 
table  comprehends  only  1 7,073  recruits, 
instead  of  17,540.  Wc  regret  the  oc- 
currence of  this  mistake  the  more,  as 
we  intended  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions upon  the  relative  disposition  of 
the  inhabitants  of  different  divisions  of 
the  kinj^dom  to  enlist ;  but  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  touching  upon  that  subject 
at  present.  "With  reference,  however, 
to  this  topic,  we  may  simply  state,  that 
it  appears  by  a  Parliamentary  return, 
that  on  the  1st  January,  1840,  there 
were  the  following  number  of  English, 
Scotch,  and  Irish  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  in  the  British 
army  :— 

English,  47,394,  or  34  per  10,000  of  the 

population,  according  to 
the  census  of  1831. 

Scotch,    13,388,  or  51  per  ditto. 

Irish  .     39,193,  or  51  per  ditto. 

The  relative  proportion  of  recruits 
raised,  &c.  in  the  different  districts,  is 
appended  to  this  notice. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  range  of  the 
ratio  of  rejections  in  the  above  ten 
depdts  or  districts,  is  from  17'9  in  the 
Cork  district,  to  48  per  cent,  in  Edin- 
burgh. The  compiler  states,  that  in 
the  Leeds  district  the  ratio  of  rejec- 
tions is  the  highest ;  but  this  is  a  mis- 
take, the  Edinburgh  district  being  4  4 
per  cent,  higher  than  Leeds.    We  nave 


remodelled  this  table  of  the  relative 
proportions  of  recruits  inspected,  &c., 
aa  the  for  m  in  which  it  has  been 
drawn  up  s  not  well  adapted  for  com- 
paring the  results  of  one  district  with 
another. 


Districts. 

Number 
inspected. 

Centeaimal 

Ratio 
rejected. 

London    .  . 

5523 

1858 

33-6 

Liverpool     . 
Dublin  .  .  . 

1815 
1794 

715 
658 

39-3 
36'6 

Coventry  .  . 
Glasgow   .  . 
Bristol  .  .  • 

1402 
1590 
1477 

394 

624 
479 

28*1 
39-9 
32-5  , 

Cork  .... 

1170 

209 

17-9  j 

Leeds    .  .  . 

1089 

491 

43-6 

Edinburgh  . 
Newry  .  .  . 

896 

784 

431 
167 

48- 
21-3 

' 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

Friday ,  January  2^,  1845. 


"  Licet  omnibuSt  licet  etiam  mihi,  dignitatem 
Artit  Medicdg  tueri ;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in 
publicum  sit,  dicendi  periculum  non  recuse." 

CiCBSO. 


RUMOURED    CHANGES   RELATIVE 
TO  THE  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS; 

Rumour  states  that  material  changes 
are  about  to  be  introduced  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Council  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  that  these  changes  are 
to  be  sanctioned  by  a  supplementary 
charter.  It  is  said  to  be  in  contempla- 
tion that  all  members  now  and  for  the 
future  of  ten  or  fifteen  years*  standing 
shall  be  created  fellows ;  that  gentle- 
men practising  midwifery  will  be  eligi- 
ble to  the  Council ;  that  the  Court  of 
Examiners  will  be  partially  composed 
of  surgeon-accoucheurs,  and  examina- 
tions in  midwifery  will  form,  for  the 
future,  an  integral  part  of  the  surgical 
candidate's  exp.minatioff ;  that  the 
fellows  will  take  seniority  in  the  order 
of  their  standing  as  members  of  the 
College,  and  be  allowed  to  propose, 
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without  refevence  to  anylist  of  prece-  medicine,  chemistry,  materia  nedica, 

dence,  any  fit  member  as  a  candidate  to  as  well  as  midwifery,  as  suggested  in 

fill  up  whatsoever  vacancies  occur*,  the  Timet  of  Tuesday  last,  might  be 

We  cannot  tell  upon  what  authority  most  judiciously  appended.  We  should 

the  above  statement  is  based,  or  whence  recommend  farther,  that  the  examina- 

it  originated.     We  would  not  for  a  tion,  so  far  as  anatomy  and  chemistry 

moment  suppose  that  any  member  of  are    concerned,   be    made   rigorously 

Council  could  have  been  wilfully  guilty  demonstrative,  on  the  sound  principle 

of  a  breach  of  confidence,  or  even  per-  now  introduced  with  respect   to  the 

mitted  the  slightest  whisper  to  tran-  examination  for  the  fellowship.    Let 

spire  of  the  private  proceedings  of  the  the  candidate  dissect,  in  the  presence 

Board.  of  the  Court  of  Examiners,  some  region 

We  need  scarcely  say  we  should  bail  of  the  body  ;  let  him  point  out  the 
with  unfeigned  satisfaction  any  pro-  relations  and  uses  of  the  several  parts 
posed  extension  of  the  franchise,  as  the  scalpel  brings  to  light;  let  him 
being  one  of  the  most  healing  measures  apply  the  processes  of  chemical  research 
that  could  be  adopted  for  allaying  the  to  testing  an  animal  fluid,  or  to  the 
discontent  and  heart-burnings  now  detection  of  poison.  Thus  the  positive 
uttered  in  every  quarter  of  the  land,  knowledge  of  the  candidate  will  be 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Charter  accurately  determined  —  thus  an  end 
lately  granted  has  been  held  to  be  a  will  be  put  to  the  disgraceful  system  of 
means  of  inflicting  great  injustice  upon  ^rtniiiti^,  which  now  prevails  to  such 
the  members  of  that  College ;  and  this  an  unprecedented  degree.  The  idle 
they  feel  in  the  most  poignant  manner,  and  dissolute  will  no  longer  be  per- 
We  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  mittedtosully  the  ranksofanhonoura- 
affirming  that,  if  the  Council  come  ble  profession ;  for  none  other  than 
generously  forward  and  invite  to  the  individuals  fully  qualified  will  be  per- 
bond  of  fellowship  every  respectable  mitted  to  assume  the  title  of  surgeon, 
member  of  a  certain  standing,  irrespee-  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  Society  of 
tive  of  all  other  considerations,  it  will  Apothecaries  would  cease  to  exist ; 
quench  all  prevailing  animosities ;  it  their  occupation  would  be  done.  The 
will  tend  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  novel  project  of  incorporation  of  genera} 
profession,  and  effectually  further  the  practitioners  would  likewise  speedily 
cause  of  reform.  We  have  all  along  fall  to  the  ground,  andbe  forgotten.  Eng- 
regarded  the  division  or  separation  into  land  would  recognize  as  practitioners 
two  grades  or  classes  as  a  very  doubtful  such,  and  such  alone,  as  were  members 
step.  There  can  be  only  one  degree  of  a  College  of  Physicians,  or  of  a 
in  surgery,  as  in  medicine.  The  en-  College  of  Surgeons, 
deavour  to  create  two  denominations  of  The  subject  of  midwifery  has  been 
surgeons,  although  originating  in  most  heretofore  a  great  stumbling-block  to 
praiseworthy  motives,  appears  like  an  the  corporate  bodies  of  this  metropolis, 
anomtily  in  the  annals  of  science.  The  practice  of  it  is  substantially  in  the 

In  the  event  of  such  changes  taking  hands  of  the  members  of  the  College  of 

place  as  those  above  alluded  to,  we  Surgeons ;  and,  although  there  was  a 

would  submit  to  the  Council  the  pro-  bye-law  in  the  late  Charter  requiring 

priety  of  amplifying  the  course  of  exa-  a  certificate  of  attendance  on  lectures 

mination.     We  are   of  opinion  that  in  midwifery,  no  examinations  were 

ever  instituted  tonchin?  the  studentfa 

*  MedietlUmea,  Ju.  18, 1645.  "      t 
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posterously    termed  "  ancillary   to  lerred  upon  otner  Koyai  uoiieges.     in 

are,"  by  way  of  invidious  distinc  p'^ing  their  approbation  to  the  forma- 

•1.       J'  •      A  1  1.  1  ^^^^  of  a  Council  of  Health,  they  de- 

I— as  if  medicine  taken  as  a  whole  n,and  to  have  a  representative  from 


obstetrical  knowledge  i   a  department  same  privileges   proposed  to  be  con- 
preposterously    termed  "  ancillary   to  fe/red  upon  other  Royal  Colleges.     In 

nature, 
tion- 

were  ought  else  than  ancillary  to  nature,  their  body  in  the  saii  Council.    They 

It  was  the  opinion  of  counsel  that  the  acknowledge   the  favourable  position 

apothecaries  have  no  power  by  the  Act  they  occupy  in  the  Bill  under  the  title 

5  T»    1-          XX             •      •    .!_       X    i.  of  the  Royal    College  of  Physicians 

of  Parliament  to  examine  in  the  art  of  ^^d  Surgeons  of  Glasgow ;    but  com- 

midwifery,  which  is  no  respect  com-  plmn  of  the  proposal  to  exclude  them 

prised  within  the  Act.    We,  therefore,  from  the  right  and  privilege  of  examin- 

cannot  imagine  that  it  would  be  in  any  !°?  »"d  grantinc;  licenses,  as  an  act  of 

_:  _  J *:        -     *i.    n     —.    r  1?  injustice,  not  only  to  their  FacuUy,but 

wise  derogatory  for  the  Court  of  Exa-  ^^\y^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  Glasgo/.and 

miners  to  bring  this  neglected  subjefct  to  the  City  of  Glasgow  itself. .  They 

within  their  pale,  and  submit  to  the  further  recommend  that  a  clause  be 

candidate  a  question  or  two  npon  the  introduced  imposing  a  penalty  upon 

functions  of  the  uten,.,  just  a,  th^  '^L^^^^^^i  ^"f^rl^i^lSi^' Zl 

would  upon  the  functions  of  the  blad-  for  falsely  assuming  any  name  or  title 

d^r.    The  two  viscera  are  generally  in  implying  that  he  is  qualified  to  prac- 

juxtaposition.    Assuredly,  the  manage-  Jjse  any  branch  of  the  healing  art. 

n.e„tof  thefuncUon  of  the  uterus  is  as  ^:JZ1^,t'TZs''^X''l^7f 

fairly  a  part  of  surgery  as  the  manage-  opinion  that  proof  of  previous  study 

ment  of  the  functions  of  the  bladder,  ought  to  be  required  from  the  candidate 

or  of  any  other  organ  in  the  body,  'o*'  registration  as  a  licentiate  in  me- 

The  great  obstacle  hitherto  has  been  ^^'""^  ?°*  «"''&^^y'  ««  ^*^"  ^  f«|J"  '*^« 

r    .           .  J    .*                  L        i_  physician  or  surgeon  ;  and  that  the  age 

m   viewing   midwifery  as   a  branch  ought  to  bear  reference  to  the  period  at 

apart.    Itisnobranchapartj  it  implies  which  the  candidate  is  entitled  to  be 

nothing  more    than    the   superinten-  examined  for  his  license, 

dence  of  a  function  of  the   human  A  meeting  of  the  medical  profession 

frame.     You  might  as  well,    as  Sir  of  Ulverston  and  Lonsdale,  North  of 

Charles  M.  Clark  told  the  Committee  \^\  ^^il^V?f  S?"7?"^*^  ^^  ^^?  ^^}^ 

*  .•      ri                  «  v                       X  mst.,  W.  F,  D.  Dickinson,  Esq.  in  the 

of  the  Commons,  "have  a  separate  ehair.    The  circumstance  of  tSe  legis- 

branen   for   lithotomy,  which   is  the  lature  taking   into    considtration    the 

removal  of  a  dead  stone  from  the  living  state  of  the  profession,  and  of  the  intro- 

j,Q^y^i»  duction  of  a  bill  into  Parliament  by  Sir 

__  J.  Graham  for  Medical  Reform,   was 

hailed  with  great  satisfaction  ;   but  it 

MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION,  was  contended  that  great  injury  would 

The  Faculty  of  Physicians  and  Sur-  »5'=™!  'T""  t  '"^''^  "^  ^^^  A?*?'^*'*; 

geons  of  Glasgow,  k  chartered  body,  "*"  ^"=*'  T'**'  '"^ ,P*"*^  "^'-^  ""^ 

5iat  has  exercSed  the  privilege  of  exal  "•<"*  *"?P  ?,  "/^""'f;  *^«'"'  .*'°P'T!°' 

mining  and  licensing  geneiil  practi-  'f*^,  ""J*'*'"'^^    "  T",  ^,S^T?  '**- 

tionerlin  medicine  and  surgeVv  for  "?Vr,,*f  *  ^??"/'l..°^  ^""''l'  ^e 

upwards  of  two  hundred  years,  held  a  e«'»Wished,  provided  the  interests  of 

pro  re  vala  meeting  within  their  hall,  *'**.85"t"^  pracStioner  are  duly  lepre- 

onthe9thult.    Thty  cordially  approve  rented  therein ;  that  annual  registration 

of  the  Bill  as  far  as  It  provides  a  rnii-  ^.  rendered  compulsory ;  and  that  che- 

form  standard  of  medicfl  education  and  »«*«  and  dru^sts  be  obliged  to  un- 

qualificaUon.    They  agree  to  surrender  ?"fl"°J''''°"?*'lu''  •''*^*"l  *•  '""^P?" 

ill  pecuUar  rightt  and  privileges  at  !u°V'^'.'*  '?  '^"'■.  P^B^ency  m 

present  iMssessId  by  them,  whicfi  may  ""^  knowledge  of  chemistry  and  phar- 

anywise  interfere  with  the  geiMNral  in-  '"^^^y* 

terests  of  the  profession,  but  claim  the  A  petition  has  been  forwarded  by  the 
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medical   practitioners  residing  in  the  healthy,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1844,  com- 

county  of  Hertford,  praying  tor — uni-  plained  of  pain  and  twelUng  behind  the  right 

formity  of  qualification  and  of  fees  re-  knee.     On  examination,  a  laiige,  irregularly, 

quired  by  liie  various  examining  Col-  shaped  aneurism  was  found  filling  up  the 

leges  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  annual  popliteal  space,  strongly  pulaating,  and  ad. 

registration;  equal  right  to  practise;  mittmg  of  bemg  partiaUy  emptied  l^.  P"=;- 

exclusion  of  unregistered  persons  from  «^«;    ^  ^"^y  ^^S}^{i  ""iLT^i^ 

all  public  medical  appointments,  dis-  "^PP^^  TT^r.  k!  ^^^^^JJ^!^ 

f-a     ^'          e         u*t        •             a:    .1  owing  to  the  patient  haring  been  seued  with 

quafification  of  such  to  ^ve  medical  .eute  laryngitis.    An  Italian  tourniquet,  with 

evidence,    or    mnt   certificates,    and  modifications  in  its  construction,  was  then 

prevention,  under  a  penalty  for  misde-  employed ;  but  a  relaxation  in  the  treatment 

meanour,  from  using  or  assuming  any  ^^  ^^^^^  required,  from  the  patient  being 

name  or  title  implying  that  the  party  attacked  with  modified  small.pox.     On  the 

is  a  medical  or  surgical  practitioner ; .  8th  of  July,  the  tumor  having  increased  in 

protection     to     general     practitioners  size,  the  plan  was  adopted  of  screwing  the 

against  the  practice    of    unregistered  pad  down  firmly  upon  the  femoral  artery,  and 

persons,  equivalent  to  that  afforded  by  leaving  the  patient  the  key,  so  that  when  the 

the   Act  of    1815;    a   superintending  pain  became  intolerable  be  might  rclix  the 

Council,  in  which  all  classes  shall  be  pressure  by  the  instrument,  and  compress 

adequately    represented.      Lastly,    all  the  artery  higher  up  by  his  fingers.    On  the 

members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  at  following  day  this  method  was  found  to  have 

the  time  of  granting  the  late  charter,  ^^cn  successful,  for  the  tumor  was  perfectly 

to  be  placed  on  a  like  footing,  and  to  '^^'^^  ^f  "^^  pulsation  or  beUows  sound  was 

eniov  eaual   rights    titles     and  nrivi-  ■"terwards  perceived.    Hie  compression  was 

,    •'  •      "            o       »             »            i        "  continaed  for  nine  days  longer.     When  the 

^^  *  instrument  was  removed,  the  femoral  artery 

The   following  protest,   we  are  in-  was  distinctly  felt  to  pulsate  down  to  its 

formed,    is   now   circulating  in    East  entrance  into  the  tendinous  canal,  and  two 

Kent,  and  has  already  been  numerously  arteries,  about  as  large  as  crow  quills,  could 

signed ' ^  traced  over  the  surface  of  the  now  hard 

"We,  the  undersigned  members  of  and  «>lid  tumor.    From  this  date  the  i^^ 


uur  mu.co.  ajjaiuo.  ti.c  ii.ucccvx.i.g,  u.  returned  to  fuU  duty  on  the  12th  December, 

the  Council  of  the  College,  m  relaUon  ^hicb  he  has  efficiently  discharged  to  the 

to  the  new  charter.  ^^nt  ti„e, 

"  We  protest  earnestly  against  being 

deprived  of  that  equality  of  rank  to  ^^  g  hooper  inquired  of  the  author  of 

which  an  equality  of  examination  had  ^he  paper  whether  he  considemi  that  his 

entitled  us  ;  and  we  consider  the  offer  patient  was  safe. 

of  admission  to  the  Fellowship  upon  Mr.  Greatrex  was  of  that  opinion :  the 

examination    and     payment    of    fees,  man  had  been  on  regular  duty  during  the 

when  it  has  been  arbitrarily  granted  to  last  six  months. 

others   without   either,    to   be   adding  Mr.  Cooper  had  tried  pressure  in  two 

insult  to  injustice."  cases  of  popliteal  aneurism,  but  without  the 

instrument  and  precautions  adopted  in  the 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  case  before  the  Society.     In  the  first  of 

SOCIETY.  ***®*®  cases,  the  patient,  a  laborious  orange 

Tuesday,  January  14|h,  1845.  Pp'^f*"'  J*«  }^^%  y^*^"  since  admitted  into 

,-      ^                ,..,..     ^.   .  Guy's  Hospital  for  aneurism  of  the  nght 

Ma.  Stanley,  President,  in  the  Chair.  popliteal  artery,  for  which  the  femoral  was 

^         -  ^                "Z  tied  with  success.     He  suffered  also  from  a 

Case  o/Aneuntm  qf  the  Popliteal  Artery,  small  aneurismal  tumor  in  the  left  popliteal 

ctcred  by  Comprenion  of  the  Femoral  gpacc ;  and  for  the  cure  of  this  pressure  was 

Artery,    By  Edward  Gbeatrbx,  Esq.  applied  to  the  femoral  artery  by  means  of  a 

Surgeon,  and  W.  T.  C.  Robinson,  Esq.  compress  and  bandage,  the  compression  be- 

Assistant-Surgeon     of    the    Coldstream  ing  so  regulated  as  to  prevent  the  circula- 

Gnards.     (Communicated  by  the  Prcsi-  tion  through    the  Teasel.      The    popliteal 

dent.)  tumor  became  smaller,   hard,  and  without 

The  patient,  a  private  of  the  Coldstream  pulsation ;  bnt  in  consequence  of  the  heaU 

Guards,  27  years  of  age,   and  previously  ing  prooeaa  of  the  leg  being  protracted  from 
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the  formation  of  abscesses,  tbe  man  was  de-  one  mode  than  from  the  other.      In  the 

tatned  for  a  long  period  in  the  hospital,  and  treatment  of  popliteal  aneurism  by  pressure, 

when  discharged  was  supposed  to  be  entirely  it  was  not  necessary  to  completely  obstruct 

well.     He  returned,  however,  at  the  end  of  the  circulation  through  the  femoral  artery, 

fourteen  months,  with  the  left  popliteal  tu-  as  a  mere  retardation  in  the  flow  of  blood 

mor  enlai^ed  and  pulsating ;   and  it  was  would  effect  the  formation  of  a  coagulum  in  < 

thought  advisable  to  seeore  the  femoral  ves-  the  tumor.    We  had  no  evidence  at  present 

sei  on  that  side.    Whether  the  return  of  the  of  the  condition  of  the  artery  after  cure  by 

aneurism  was  owing  to  absorption  of  the  pre^ure,   but  he  expected  that  we  should 

coagulum,  or  from  £e  influence  of  an  anas-  discover  a  firm  coagulum  in  the  sac,  and  a 

tomosing  vessel,  he  could  not  say,  but  such  patent  state  of  the  vessel  above, 

was  the  effect.     In  another  case,  in  which  Mr.  Greatrex  said,  that  the  only  pecu- 

he  had  operated  on  tbe  opposite  side  a  short  liarity  in  the  circulation  in  his  case  was,  that 

time  before,  a  man  presented  himself  with  on  the  affected  side  it  was  somewhat  weaker 

aneurism  of  the  popliteal  artery ;  and  for  than  on  the  other. 

this  pressure  was  applied  for  the  space  of  Mr.  Cooper  knew  that  his  mode  of  apply- 
six  months,  with  the  effect  of  producing  an  ing  pressure  was  inferior  to  that  pursued  in 
apparently  perfect  cure.  Four  months  af-  the  case  before  the  Society.  He  considered 
terwards,  however,  the  disease  returned,  and  it  by  no  means  proved  that,  in  these  cases, 
the  artery  on  that  side  was  ligatured,  and  a  the  mode  of  cure  was  different  from  that 
cure  effected.  In  these  two  cases  there  was  wUdi  obtained  when  the  vessel  was  liga- 
one  point  in  which  they  resembled  Mr.  tured.  The  advocates  of  treatment  by  pres- 
Greatrex 's  case,  and  that  was  the  patency  of  sure  considered  it  would  do  away  with  the 
tbe  artery  in  communication  with  the  sweU-  necessity  of  all  other  operations, 
ing.  Looking  at  this  circumstance,  so  dif-  Mr.  Shaw  recollected  the  case  of  a  man  in 
ferent  to  what  occurred  after  securing  the  whom  Sir  C.  Bell  tied  tbe  femoral  artery 
vessel  above,  and  the  return  of  the  disease  some  years  since,  for  popliteal  aneurism, 
in  his  own  cases,  he  viewed  the  result  of  Mr.  The  pulsation  of  the  tumor  ceased  for  a 
Greatrex's  case  with  some  apprehension  as  short  space  of  time,  on  tbe  application  of 
to  a  perfect  cure.  the  ligature ;  but  almost  immediately  re- 
Mr.  Greatrex  said  that  compression  was  turned,  and  continued  for  three  days.  It 
commenced  in  his  case  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  then  ceased  completely.  Erysipelas  attacked 
and  by  the  9th  of  July  no  pulsation  could  the  limb,  and  six  days  after  the  operation 
be  feli  in  the  tumor ;  the  man  was  as  strong  the  man  died.  An  unusual  distribution  of 
on  this  leg  as  on  the  other.  the  artery  was  found,  for  immediately  below 
Mr.  Stanley  had  seen  Mr.  Greatrex's  6ase ;  the  giving  off  of  the  profunda  the  artery  di- 
the  disease  certainly  appeared  to  be  cured,  vided  into  two  large  branches,  which  again 
Points  of  importance,  however,  had  been  united  into  a  common  vessel  immediately 
raised  by  Mr.  Cooper.  The  operations  by  below  the  tendon  of  the  triceps.  Notwith- 
Mr.  Listen,  Mr.  Cusack,  and  Mr.  Houston,  standing  only  one  of  these  branches  had 
although  at  present  successful,  did  not  war-  been  secured  by  the  ligature,  the  blood  in 
rant  us  in  concluding  that  we  might  trust  to  the  tumor  had  coagulated  and  become  firm, 
pressure  alone  in  cases  of  this  description,  as  the  preparation  of  the  case  still  shewed. 
In  answer  to  a  question,  Mr.  Stanley  replied  This  case  illustrated  the  possibility  of  a 
that  the  circulation  in  the  artery,  in  the  case  coagulum  being  found  in  the  sac  of  the 
before  the  Society,  was  free,  as  it  was  also  aneurism,  even  though  the  channel  of  the 
in  two  or  three  other  cases  that  he  had  read,  blood  was  not  completely  interfered  with. 

Mr.  Greatrex  observed,  that  the  mere  Mr.  Charles  Hawkins  detailed  the  case 
freedom  of  circulation  through  the  artery  of  a  man  who,  some  time  since,  was  ad- 
did  not  militate  against  the  success  of  the  mitted  into  St.  George's  Hospital  with  a 
mode  he  had  employed,  inasmuch  as  blood  large  aneurism  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
would  in  some  cases  flow  to  the  aneurism  thigh.  He  would  not  consent  to  an  opera- 
even  after  ligature  of  the  femoral.  tion ;  and  as  the  tumor  kept  increasing  in 
Mr.  Cooper  thought  that  it  would  re-  size,  he  eventually  took  to  his  bed,  and 
quire  twelve  months  from  the  operation  to  there  laid  for  the  space  of  nine  months,  at 
determine  whether  a  cure  was  effected  in  the  end  of  which  time  the  tumor  was  very 
cases  treated  by  pressure.  much  diminished,  and  had  since  entirely 
Mr.  Curling  said  that  the  mode  of  apply-  disappeared.  Sir  B.  Brodie  had  four  or  five 
ing  pressure  pursued  by  Mr.  Cooper  was  years  ago  tied  the  external  iliac,  for  aneu- 
very  different  from  that  which  was  employed  rism  in  the  thigh.  The  patient  remained 
in  Uie  case  under  discussion.  In  one  case  well  for  two  years,  when  he  again  returned, 
the  collateral  circulation  was  unaffected ;  in  with  the  tumor  larger  than  ever.  He  shortly 
the  other  it  was  interfered  with.  It  was  after  died  of  disease  of  the  lung  ;  and  it  was 
reasonable  to  expect  a  better  result  from  the  then  found  that  an  unusually  distributed 
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Tesscl  communicated  with  the  tumor,  and  trioeps*  the  other  communicated  with  tlie 

reproduced  the  disease.  aneurism.     Notwithstanding  these  anoma- 

Mr.  B.  Cooper  mentioned  a  case  of  poj^-  lies,  it  was  seven  years  before  the  sac  of  tbe 

liteal  aneurism  y   respecting  which  he  had  aneurism   refilled.      If  aneurism    returned 

been  consulted  some  years  ago.     The  patient  after  cure  by  pressure,   that  means  might 

had  six  months  previously  been  operated  on  again  be  resorted  to.     It  was  not  necesaary, 

by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Manchester,  an  able  and  as  had  been  formerly  supposed,  to  onploy 

experienced  surgeon.     The  cicatrix  of  the  extreme  pressure  in  those  cases.      It  was 

incision  was  still  visible.     The  tumor  had  now  well  known  that  moderate  pressure,  so 

returned  a  few  months  after  the  operation,  as  to  retard,  and  not  completely  arrest,  the 

Mr.  Cooper,  with  some  difficulty,  now  tied  circulation,  was  sufficient  to  produce  a  ooa- 

the  artery  lower  down.      Tbe  pulsation  in  gulum,  and  effect  a  cure.      A  case  was  at 

the  tumor  was  instantly  arrested,  but  re*  present  under  treatment  by  pressure  in  St. 

turned  in  the  space  of  ten  minutes  as  ford-  George's  Hospital.     In  Mr.  Weiss's  inatm- 

bly  as  ever.     As  it  was  evident  nothing  fur-  ment,  the  pad  on  the  side  towards  the  tumor 

ther  could  be  done  by  operation,  the  patient  was  too  flat ;  it  would  be  more  manageable 

was  placed  in  bed,  blood  taken  from  the  arm,  if  it  were  somewhat  concave, 
tartar  emetic  administered,  and  cold  applied        Dr.  M'Donnell  bad  examined  a  case  of 

to  the  limb.     On  the  fourth  day  pulsation  aneurism  in  which  Sir  C.  Bell  had  operated 

had  entirely  ceased,  and  the  patient  conti-  twenty  years  before.     The  artery  above  waa 

nued  well  until  his  death,  a  short  time  since,  obliterated. 

at  Milan,  at  which  place  he  died  of  aneu-        Mr.  Shaw  recollected  examining  a  case  in 

rism  of  the  heart.      In  this  case,  no  doubt,  which  a  man  had  died  suddenly  of  aneurism 

some  anomalous  distribution  existed.  of  the  heart,  shortly  after  the  femoral  artery 

Mr.  Stanley  inquired  what  was  the  condi-  had  been  tied  by  Mr.  Amott  for  popUte^ 

tion  of  the  artery  between  the  point  of  liga-  aneurism.     A  ooagulum  had  formed  in  the 

ture  and  the  aneurism,  in  the  cases  which  tumor.    The  artery  was  pervious  from  an 

Mr.  Cooper  had  examined.  inch  below  the  ligature  to  the  aneurism. 

Mr.  Cooper  replied,  that  in  four  cases  A  Visitor  remarked,  that  the  drcum- 
which  he  had  seen,  the  vessel  was  a  mere  stance  of  death  occurring,  from  aneurism 
impervious  cord.  in  some  other  part  of  the  body  after  opera- 
Mr.  Stanley  bad  dissected  two  cases,  one  tion  for  this  disease,  seemed  to  indicate  that 
in  which  he  had  operated  six  years  pre-  there  was  something  peculiar  in  the  general 
viously,  the  other  had  been  operated  on  by  arterial  system  in  these  cases. 
Mr.  Lawrence  twelve  months  before  death.  The  President  said  that  in  one  of  hfs  eases 
In  the  first  case,  the  femoral  artery  was  death  was  the  result  of  old  age,  in  the  other 
found  quite  free  from  just  below  the  ligature  of  aneurism  of  the  heart, 
to  the  aneurism ;  and  in  the  second  case,  it 

was  free  from  the  ligature  to  the  middle  of  On  ihe  Periodicity  qfNeurostt,  By  Isaac 
the  ham.  This,  he  believed,  was  generally  Pidduck,  M.D. 
the  condition  of  the  vessel,  and  was  owing  The  case,  related  as  a  singular  instance  of 
to  the  influence  of  the  collateral  circulation,  neuralgic  periodicity,  was  that  of  a  girl,  aged 
In  Mr.  Lawrence's  case  the  tumor  was  14,  in  whom  the  catamenia  had  not  appeared, 
found  to  contain  successive  layers  of  solid  Six  years  ago  she  was  thrown  out  of  a  swing, 
fibrine.  and  struck  her  head  against  a  brick :  pain 
Mr.  Csesar  Hawkins  thought  as  the  tu-  in  the  forehead  ensued,  which  lasted  about  a 
mor  in  Mr.  Greatrex's  case  had  decreased  in  fortnight.  The  right  hand  then  became 
sixe,  and  there  had  been  no  pulsation  in  it  clenched,  and  the  headache  ceased.  The 
for  a  long  period,  that  that  gentleman  was  hand  continued  immoveably  closed  for  three 
justified  m  consideriog  it  cured,  except  inas-  weeks,  when  it  opened  of  its  own  accord, 
much  as  aneurism  might  return  after  any  and  the  headache  returned.  The  hand  re- 
kind  of  operation.  It  was  known  to  sur-  maiued  open,  and  she  had  the  free  use  of  it 
geons  that  aneurism  did  return  at  a  very  for  three  weeks,  during  which  time  she 
late  period  after  operations  for  its  cure.  He  suffered  from  headache  ;  it  then  closed,  with 
had  seen  it  return  after  seven  years ;  and  Sir  the  same  relief  as  before. 
A.  Cooper  reUted  a  case  in  which  it  was  From  the  time  of  the  acddent  to  August 
fifteen  years  before  it  re- appeared.  In  his,  last,  a  period  of  six  years,  these  alternations 
Mr.  Hawkins',  case,  the  man  came  back  of  dosing  and  of  opening  of  the  hand,  and  of 
with  a  large  popliteal  aneurism,  the  result,  headache,  have  followed  each  other  with  per- 
doubtless,    of   some    anastomosing  vessd.  feet  regularity. 

Amputation  was  resorted  to,  but  the  man        When  the  author  first  saw  the  patient,  tbe 

died  a  few  hours  after,  and  it  was  found  that  hand  was  dosed,  and  a  fordble  attempt  to 

two  laige  vessels  came  off  from  the  ligatured  open  it  gave  her  great  pain  in  the  head.    She 

vessel,  one  just  bdow  the  tendon  of  the  complained  of  tenderness  along  the  cervical 
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vertebne.    One-fifteenth  of  a  grain  of  strych-  be  important  to  know,  before  introdacing 

nia  was  given  three  times  a  day,  and  mas-  mesmerism  into  fashionable  circles.    Tben, 

tard  poultices  to  the  spine ;    and,  as  the  if  it  may  be  covered,  what  covering  is  the 

perspiration  smelt  very  sour,  an  antacid  diet  best  ?  does  flannel,  or  linen,  or  silk,  do  best  ? 

was  directed.      Under  this  plan  her  health  Is  there  ever  a  black   spot  on  the  object 

improved,  and  when  the  hand  opened  at  the  corresponding  to  a  trowser  button  ;  or  does 

end  of  the  last  three  weeks  of  its  closure,^  she  the  busk  of  the  stays  prevent  perfect  epi- 

ceased  to  complain  of  the  head.     After  this  gastric  vision  ?     How  comes   it  that  they 

there  was  no  returh  of  closure  of  the  hand,  can  see,  through  a  brick  wail,  any  object 

nor  of  headache,  and  she  has  continued  per-  hung  up  on  the  other  side  ?     Can  different 

fectly  well  up  to  this  time.  patients  see  different  depths  into  the  brick 

wall  ? 

Sir  G.  Lefevre  made  some  remarks  with  I  shall  tire  you,  Mr.  Editor»  with  asking 

the  view  of  showing  that  various  affections  all  these  questions ;  but  here  am  I,  with  my 

frequently  assumed  the  periodic  character,  mouth  open,  aghast  at  the  wonders  around 

He  related  the  case  of  a  young  man  in  whom  me !     Must  I  believe  them  ?    They  are  all 

palpitation    of   the    heart   recurred    every  recorded  by  persons   of   most   undoubted 

twenty-eight  days.    Nervous  headache  was  veracity.     All,  did  I  say  ?     Let  us  have  a 

frequently  more  severe  in  the  morning,  going  column  in  these  tables,  which  I  want  some 

altogether  in  the  evening.     It  was  necessary  one  to  make,  stating  the  authority  for  each 

to  attend  to  the  condition  of  the  mind  in  case,  and  a  graduated  scale  of  the  veracity 

cases  of  nervous  affections.  of  each  as  settled  by  common  consent.     Let 

.^ — — — Miss  Martineau  and  her  little  innocent  stand 

ON  THE  "^  ^^^  ^^^^ — ^7  100^.    If  you  ask  me  why, 

APm  IP iTTnv  Off  iwri?QTurwpTQ\r  ^  "'"  ^^  ^^^  *  ^"*"  "^  ^''°  convictions  of 

APPLICATION  OF  MESMERISM.  ^^^  honesty;  because  she  would  not  teU  any 

TO  SURGICAL  OPERATIONS.  thing  at  the  "  Stance"  tiU  she  was  sure  that 

all  the  village  could  bear  her  out  in  her 

statement.     Of  course  she  could  have  told 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette,  it  before,  if  she  had  chosen, 

c  Let  tbJs  case  stand  at  the  top  of  the  list, 

*     .       -  r^      «-  .              vij  1.  J  *^®°»  "*  ****  order  that  is  thought  best ;  let 

In  your  number  of  Dec.  27th,  you  published  a  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  hU  brother,  the  Misses 

letter froma"  Hospital- Surgeon," suggestmg  Qkey,  and  aU  the  rest, 

an  experimental  trial  of  the  effects  of  mes-  ^his  sight  through  brick  walls  troubles  me, 

merism  in  deadening  the  sense  of  pain.  Allow  ^^  Editor,  more  than  I  can  well  tell ;  but 

me  to  express  my  most  cordial  acqmcscence  j  ^^^  ^j,         ^^  ^^  ^^  ^ght  on  another 

in  such  a  plan,  and  at  the  same  time  to  sug-  j^^    j  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  understand  this  know- 

gest  a  further  extension  of  this  dispassionate  i^^g^  ^      ^  ^^^^^^  ^le^i,   ^j^  repudiated 

inquiry  mto  the  mente  of  the  case.  ^^  jj^  ^f  his  mind  being  merely  a  reflection 

As  mesmerists  are  fond  of  publishmg  an  ^f  ^^ui^  ^f  ^is  bear  leader:  he  knew  what 

account  of  their  wonderful  sensations,  we  j,,^  y^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^oj     elsewhere ;  so 

have  by  this  time  a  tolerably  large  collection  ^^  ^^  Costello's  case,  who,  however,  did 

of  /acts  scattered  up  and  down  in  the  news-  ^^^  ^^      j^.  ^  ^^^jj  himself  of  this  reflection, 

papers,  gazettes.  «cc.     Let  some  one  (excuse  p        j^j  ^  j^^^^  ^  column  devoted  to 

me.  Mr.  Editor)  analyze  these,  and  lepublish  jojowledge  of  past  events,  and  mention,  at 

them  in  a  tabular  form  :  thus  wc  shall  Icam  ^j^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^y^  3^  ^^^  can,  about 

what  proportion  of  these  wonderful  people  y^^^  ^^^y^  ^^^gy  ^^  gentleman  who  asks 

do  such  and  such  wonderful  thmga.  ^e  questions  geU  from  the  mesmerizer  for 

As  I  am  a  sceptic,  perhaps  the  facte,  In  ^  doing 

my  hands,  would  be  as  stubbornly  opposed  j  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  foresight^ 

to  display  their  true  bearings,  as  are  the  ^^  whether,  in  any  case,  the  bear  leader 

subjects  of  mwmenc  influence  to  give  any  y^  mesmerized  his  victim  to  know  whether 

manifestafaonsintheprMenceofamanwho  ^  gpcculation  would  answer;  but  I  have 

does  not  beheve  in  the  truth  of  theur  cxhibi-  ^^^        ^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^y^^^  I  reaUy  am 

tion  before  he  has  seen  the  show.     So.  ashamed  to  ask  any  more  of  you ;  so  beUeve 

praying  to  be  excused  for  my  own  part,  I  ^^e  to  remain,  your 

will  merely  point  out  a  few  questions,  the  Constant  Rbad«r. 

soluUon  of  which  are  deep  m  Democntus'  ^         ^^       ^^ 
well  at  present. 

First,  we  find  that  patients  in  this  state 

can  see  with  their  epigastrium.    Now,  can  — — 
they  see  only  with  their  epigastrium  when 
naked,  or  may  it  be  clothed  ?    This  would 


hhS  PURPURA  HEMORRHAGICA. 

CONVERSAZIONE  AT  THE  COLLEGE  8*ddl«  ^^  younger  members  of  the  profee. 

r\n  novcTr<r  A-Kjc  <>ion  with  the  Opprobrium  for  the  existing 

OF  FHYSIClANb.  ^^^  ^^  things.— I  am.  sir, 

Your  constant  reader. 

To  the  Editor  oftke  Medical  Gazette,  Philojustitia. 

f,  January  18, 1845. 
olR, 


Some  years  back,  when  Sir  Henry  Halford  ottwdtttia   \3  x?xKr\x>T>xKLnti>». 

was  President,  there  were  frequent  Evening  PURPURA  Hi£MORRHAGlCA. 

Meetings  at  the  College  of  Physicians.  These  ^.^' 

evenings  brought  together  not  only  some  of  ^  ^^^  ^^.^^^  ^^^^  j^^^.^^^  g^^^^^ 

the  most  distinguished  characters  of  the  age,  '' 

but  sometimes  Royalty,  and  frequently  many  Sir, 

of  the  nobility,  and  the  heads  of  the  Church  \^  perusing  the  very  interesting  case  of 

and  the  Law.     Besides  such  advantages,  they  Purpura    Hsemorrhagica,    related    by   Mr. 

made  those  not  of  the  profession  take  an  in-  Adams,  in  the  Gazette  of  last  week,  I  couhl 

terest  in  it :  they  congregated  together  from  not  help  thinking  that  the  treatment  there 

the  east  to  the  west,  and  from  the  north  to  parsued  was  not  the  one  agreeing  with  the 

the  south,   all    respecUble  grades  of   the  pathology  of  the  disease.      On  referring  to 

medical    profession,    and  created   a    most  xhe  case,  we  see  that  the  patient  was  bled 

friendly  and  good  feeling  amongst  them.  The  from  the  arm,   and  that  mercury  in  large 

College  of  Physicians  was  a  centre  of  attrac-  joses  was  given :   great  debility  and  other 

tion,  and  its  meetings  gave  to  those  who  lived  formidable  symptoms    ensuing,   stimulants 

at  a  great  distance  from  one  another,  and  on  ^ere  used ;  notwiUistanding,  the  patient  sooa 

that  account  but  seldom  met,  the  opportunity  gank. 

of  keeping  up  an  old  friendship,  or  inter-  When  we  come  to  consider  the  nature  of 

changing  sentiments  both  general  and  pro-  the  symptoms  in  this  well-marked  case,  wc 

fessional.   So  delightful  were  those  evenings,  gi^all  gee  that  they  denoted  (as  purpura  io 

that  I  hope,  through  the  mediuih  of  your  geaeral  does)  a  morbid  and  vitiated  sUte  of 

valuable  journal,  you  will  allow  me  to  suggest  the  blood  ;  the  blood,  in  fact,  in  this  disease, 

a  repetition  of  them.    They  might  be  of  has  lost'its  vital  part,  if  I  may  so  say.     Are 

great  utility  in  the  present  divided  state  of  those  remedies,  then,  which  only  tend  to  im- 

the  profession,  and  restore  that  unanimity  of  poverish   the    blood,   to   be   used    in  thta 

good  feeUng  which  ought  always  to  exist  in  formidable  state  of  things  ?      Mr.  Adams 

so  enlightened  a  body.— I  am,  sir,  has  told  us  that  the  blood  was  sisy,  but  its 

Your  obedient  servant,  coagulum  loose.    This  fact  I  think  strongljr 

Amicus.  contra-indicates  the  use  of  blood-letting  and 

January,  1845.                  mercury,  which  especially  tends  to  impoverish 

~~"  the  blood  and  alter  its  constituent  elements. 

ST.  MARYLEBONE  INFIRMARY.  The  large  vibices  on  the  neck  shewed  the 

deterioration  of  the  blood  and  system  alto- 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette.  ««**»^'^-     ^^^"*  "^  ^^  **>«  *^^^?  ^^«' 

a^  t*v    ^  •  «r  ^«.             1^  »  ^^  ^^^  whilst  I  was  m  my  apprenticeship ; 

Sir,  the  symptoms  were  similar  to  the  one  related, 
YouK  correspondent,  '*  Philiatrus,"  in  his  but  not  quite  so  formidable — ^bleeding  was 
letter  on  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  has  here  resorted  to  by  the  excellent  and  well- 
made  some  very  excellent  remarks,  in  the  known  practitioner  I  was  with,  and  the  pa- 
justice  of  which  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  tient  sank  rapidly,  and  I  recollect  well  the 
all  your  readers  will  agree,  upon  the  impro-  practitioner's  regret  at  the  course  he  pur- 
priety  of  medical  men  offering  their  services  sued.  This  case  gave  me  a  strong  abhorrence 
for  gratuitous  appointments.  But,  sir,  your  of  blood-letting,  so  Invaluable  a  remedy  in 
correspondent  has  been  guilty  of  a  gross  act  some  diseases,  and  which  I  am  afraid  is  cried 
of  injustice  in  endeavouring  to  lay  the  blame  down  by  some  men  who  wish  to  change  the 
of  this  upon  **  young  aepirantefor  doctoring  treatment  of  medicine  altogether.  I  believe 
paupere^**  under  which  head  he  would  that  the  treatment  in  purpura  should  be  di- 
scaroely,  I  should  think,  class  Drs.  Mayo,  rected  to  the  improving  the  condition  of  the 
Clendinning,  and  Harrison,  or  Mr.  Stafford,  blood.  Therefore  I  would  lay  aside  blood- 
the  present  officers  of  the  Infirmary ;  or  Drs.  letting  and  mercury  (except  particular  dr- 
Marshall  Hall,  Hope,  Sims,  A.  T.  Thomson,  cumstances  indicate  their  use),  and  would 
Macreight,&c.  who  have  eitiier  actually  held,  recommend  doses  of  sulphate  of  quinine, 
or  at  least  competed  for,  and  thus  shown  with  the  mineral  acids  from  the  first,  with 
their  anxiety  to  hold,  gratuitous  office  at  that  moderate  purging. 

Institution.  Surely,  if  gentlemen  of  their  age  At  the  latter  stage  of  the  disease,  we  should 

and  position  will  do  this,  it  id  very  unjust  to  allow  a  liberal  diet  and  the  use  of  port  wine. 
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I  recollect  well  that  Mr.  Lawrence,  who  was  Society  educate  him  for  nothing  ?      Does 

called  in  to  the  case  mentioned  by  me,  used  Society  feed,   clothe,  and  lodge  him  while 

these  after  blood-letting  was  employed.     In  walking  the  hospitals,  attending  lectures,  or 

conclusion,  I  would  impress  the  necessity  of  undergoing  the  disgusting  details  of  the  dis* 

recollecting,  in  our  treatment  of  this  dis-  secting-room,  for  nothing  ?   On  the  contrary, 

ease,  that  it  is  strictly  one  of  the  blood.  Society  takes  a  thousand  Protean  shapes  to 

I  am,  sir,  extract  money  from  the  pockets  of  this  very 

Your  obedient  servant,  man,  whom  it  victimizes  afterwards  for  not 

Hbnht  Smith.  running  like  a  lamp-lighter  to  do  its  business 

62,  Great  Russell  Street,  gratis. 

Bloomsbury.  In  the  shape  of  a  Professor,  Society  dives 
into  the  pockets  of  the  student  for  fees  for 

SOCIETY  AND  THE  DOCTORS.  lectures,  demonstrations,  and  hospital  atten- 
dance; in  the  shape  of  a  landlady  and 
•"""  tradespeople  it  makes  him  pay  through  the 
A  suKOBON  is  sent  for  to  attend  a  sick  nose  for  every  thing  he  has,  and,  sometimes, 
person — we  now  simply  state  a  case  occurring  for  things  he  has  not  had ;  in  the  shape  of  a 
only  the  other  day :  in  the  discharge  of  his  college  it  makes  him  pay  for  his  diploma, 
professional  duties  he  is  ready  to  go, — in  the  before  it  admits  him  to  examination, 
discharge  of  his  duty  to  himself  and  family.  Nor  has  Society  done  with  him  then. 
he  inquires  who  is  to  pay  him ;  the  reply  to  When  he  sets  up  an  establishment.  Society 
this  reasonable,  and,  in  a  man  who  gets  his  expects  that  he  will  maintain  the  station  of 
livelihood  by  an  arduous  profession,  natural  a  gentleman ;  that  he  will  pay  his  tailor,  his 
inquiry,  is,  imprecations  and  abusive  Ian-  butcher,  his  shoemaker,  his  baker,  his 
guage ;  the  surgeon  declines  to  attend  the  druggist ;  that  he  will  conduct  himself  in 
patient,  and  the  patient  unfortunately  dies,  an  honest,  straightforward  manner,  paying 
Society  taking  no  more  trouble  than  to  order  everybody  his  due  ;  and  having  laid  down 
a  coroner's  inquest.  The  inquest  is  held  ;  this  law  for  him.  Society,  when  through  its 
the  surgeon  states  the  facts  above  stated  ;  he  parsimony,  inhumanity,  or  neglect,  an  out- 
states,  moreover,  that  he  frequently  was  cast  perishes  in  its  streets,  empannels  a 
knocked  up  to  attend  paupers — the  children  coroner's  jury  of  this  very  tailor,  butcher, 
of  Society ;  to  exercise  his  humanity,  skill,  shoemaker,  baker,  to  victimize  this  doctor, 
and  attention  upon  them,  without  getting  a  who  is  so  inhuman  as  to  inquire  who  is  to 
farthing ;  that  he  has  himself  knocked  up  pay  him ;  this  hard-hearted  practitioner  who, 
the  butcher,  to  get  materials  for  making  beef-  expecting  to  pay,  has  the  audacity  to  expect 
tea  for  the  patient,  and  was  refused  with  to  be  paid ! 

butcherlike  expressions ;   that  he  lived  by  But  we  are  told  by  the  coroner,  who  by 

his  profession ;  that  his  time  was  his  means  the  way  was    paid  for  Aia  services,   that 

of  Ufe ;    that,  in  this  particular  case,   he  humanity  is  a  great  thing — a  sacred  duty — 

was  preparing  to  attend  the  patient,  when  paramount  to  considerations  of  profit  and 

he  was  revolted  by  the  abuse  of  those  who  loss.      Very  good — very  fine.      But  let  us 

solicited  his  aid.  extend  this  principle.     Are  coroners,  judges. 

Society,  represented  by  the  coroner,  or  lawyers,   and  coroners'  juries,  to  have  the 

bis  deputy,  we  forget  which,   waxed  ex-  benefit  of  it  ? 

ceedingly  indignant.     The  poor  practitioner  Humanity,  we  presume,  is  not  limited  to 

was  informed,  with  ludicrous  gravity,  **  That  physicing  paupers  for  nothing ;   humanity  is 

if  he  got  no  money,  he  should  have  found  not  a  merely  medical  virtue,  though  Society 

sufficient  recompense  in  the  esteem  of  his  seems  to  think  so. 

fellow-men ;"  that  he  should  be  ready,  at  all  The  prompt  administration  of  justice  is 

hours  of  the  day  and  night,  to  do  Society's  humanity,  yet  what  judge  on  the  bench  ad- 

liusiness,  in  the  way  of  his  profession,  for  ministers  justice  for  nothing  ?     It  is  hu- 

nothiog.      "  Hiimanity,"  said  the  coroner,  manity  to  investigate  the  causes  of  sudden 

''is  a  great  thing."       The  jury,  among  or  suspicious  deaths,  yet  did  any  man  ever 

whom  might  or  might  not  have  been  the  hear  of  any  coroner  who  sat  upon  any  jury 

butcher  who  refused  materials  for  beef-tea,  since  the  time  of  Alfred,  without  being  paid 

became  humane  and  benevolent,  as  it  cost  his  fees  and  his   mileage  ?     To   feed  the 

them  nothing,  and  "  fully  concurred  in  the  hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  to  visit  widows 

observations  of  the  coroner."  and  orphans  in  their  afflictions,  is  humanity. 

Now,  let  us  see  whether  in  his  conduct  yet  we   hear  of  no  tailor,  butcher,  baker, 

towards  this  poor  medical  man  Society  did  who  refuses  to  give  bread,  beef,  and  clothes 

not  on  this  occasion  exhibit  himself  a  most  for  nothing,  being  told  by  coroners'  juries 

unfeeling,  as  well  as  an  impudent  fellow.  that  "  if  he  gets  no  money,  he  gains  the  es- 

A*  man  determines  to  invest  his  time  and  teem  of  his  fellow  work>men." 

money  in  obtaining  the  diploma    of   the  WiU  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  work-men 

College  of  Surgeons.      Very  well.      Does  feed  the  poor  doctor,  or  clothe  his  wife  and 
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children  y  or  pay  house-rent,  or  taxes,  or 
appear  on  his  frugal  board  in  the  shape  of  a 
leg  of  mutton  and  trimmings  ?  Will  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  work-men  presenre  him 
from  rusty  clothes  or  an  empty  stomach, 
from  a  distress  for  rent,  or  from  the  In- 
solvent Court  ? 

Let  him  go  to  the  workhouse  with  the  es- 
teem of  his  fellow  work-men  in  his  pocket, 
and  he  will  be  set  to  break  stones,  or  pick 
oakum,  just  the  same  as  if  his  fellow  work- 
men  did  not  esteem  him  in  the  least ;  and 
when  he  dies,  after  a  life  spent  in  gaining 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow  work-men,  by  run- 
ning after  sick  paupers  for  nothing,  let  his 
widow  go  before  a  police  magistrate  for  re- 
lief, and  she  will  be  lucky,  indeed,  if  the 
esteem  of  her  late  husband's  fellow-men  en- 
ables her  to  take  change  out  of  a  sovereign. 
Medical  men  are  fair  game — their  pro- 
fession is  a  noble,  humane,  and  liberal  pro- 
fession ;  therefore,  be  sure,  they  are  expected 
to  be  noble,  humane,  and  liberal  enough 
never  to  expect  payment;  they  are  adver- 
tised for  in  the  same  way  as  tallow-candles 
and  scrags  of  mutton,  and  for  the  same  use 
— the  use  of  the  parish  poor ;  therefore,  be 
sure,  they  must  be  gentlemen,  disdaining 
payment  1 

They  have  been,  and  still  are,  a  profession 
foolishly  charitable,  and  criminally  benevo- 
lent, to  the  injury  of  themselves,  their 
families,  and  their  fellows;  therefore,  Society 
takes  them  at  their  word ;  if  they  work  for 
nothing,  they  get  no  thanks,  and  if  they 
don't  Work  for  nothing,  they  are  rebuked  by 
juries  of  butchers,  bakers,  and  tailors,  who 
glory  in  the  chance  of  sitting,  once  in  their 
fives,  in  judgment  upon  a  gentleman.-— 
Young  England. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS 
OF  ENGLAND. 

Members  admitted  to  the  Fellowship  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1844, 
After  passing  the  required  Examination. 
Alexander  Anderson,  York  Place,  Portman 
Square. — Edward  Enfield  Barron,  St.  Tho- 
mas's Street  East.— Hugh  Birt,  Arundeli 
Sussex. — Richard  BusheU,  Horley,  Surrey. 
— ^Thomas  Chesman,  Sheffield. — Hoknes 
Coote,  Argyll  Street.— Charles  Cotton, 
Lynn,  Norfolk.— George  Critchett,  New 
Broad  Street.— Osbert  Fishlake  Cundy,  St. 
James's  Street. — Booth  Eddison,  Notting- 
ham.—Edward  Furley.Town  Mailing,  Kent. 
—John  Hall,  Duke  Street,  St.  James's. — 
Luther  Holden,  Old  Jewry. — Henry  Lee, 
Dover  Street,  Piccadilly. — Robert  Martin, 
Holbrook,  near  Ipswich. — John  Millar, 
Enfield,  Middlesex. — Henry  Norris,  South 
Petherton,  Somersetshire. — Joseph  Rix, 
St.  Neott's,  Huntingdonshire. — Henry  Pratt 
Roberts,  Great  Coram  Street. — Henry 
Wyldbore      Rumsey,     Gloucester.-— John 


Soden,  Bath.— Edward  Enoch  Tacker, 
British  Iron  Works,  Pont-y-Pool.— John 
Henry  Walsh,  Worcester.— William  Ward, 
Huntingdon. 
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Deaths  Jrom  all  causes  registered  in  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  Jan.  11. 

AllCausbs 1109 

SPBciriBo  Causes 1107 

I.— Zjrmotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagious)  Dtaeism,  22S :  amoof 
which,  of— 

Small  Pox 50 

Measles  S8 

Scarlatina  47 

Hooping  Cough  m 

Croup 7 

Thrush    6 

Diarrhoea    g 

Dysentery  0 

Cholera 0 

Influenxa 4 

Typhus    27 

II.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  riwriisfo 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  94 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Inflammation 0 

Dropsy SS 

Scrofula 1 

Cancer 16 

Atrophy 13 

Debility  10 

Sudden  Deaths 9 

III.— Diseases  of  the  ik-ain.  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  U5;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus a 

Apoplexy.. a 

Paralysis ,.,,.    21 

Convalsions   43 

Insanity  1 

Delirium  Tremens  t 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Organs  of  Respiration,  406; 
among  which,  of 

Pneumonia 199 

Hydrothorax is 

Asthma   52 

Phthisis  or  Consumption I3t 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  ftc. . . .     I6 
v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels    40 
VL— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Orrans  ot  Digestion,  79 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Teething 19 

Gastritis i 

Enteritis 17 

Tabes  a 

Hernia % 

Disease  of  Stomach,  ace 4 

«,.     .*t        Disease  of  Liver,  «fc 14 

TIL- Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 11 

VlIL-ChUdbirtb,  Diseases  of  the  Utei^, 
&c.  10;  among  which,  of— 

Childbirtff 8 

Disease  of  Uterus 9 

IX.— Rheumatism)  Diseases  of  the  Bonas, 

Joints,&c 9 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  &c.      1 

XI.-OldAge 77 

XII.— Violence.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance.     19 

BRaATA.-  Page  510, 3  lines  from  bottom  of  ad 
column,  fbr  "cities.*^  read  "  cavities."  Page 
All,  I2lines  ttom  bottom  of  1st  column.  Ibr  **  it?* 

Wilson  &  Ooilyt,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  years  of  age  in  the  Charity,  who  was  sent  up 

ON  THE  a  distance  of  80  miles  from  the  country; 

NATUIiE     AND     TREATMENT     OP  and,  npon  examination,  I  found  an  increased 

Tkifvn'DiunviVG  quantity  of  synovia  in  the  joint,  indicated 

i^lfiruKMi  1 1  Jib,  jjy  ^^g  prominence  on  each  side  of  the  liga- 

Delivered  at  the  Bloomebnrn  Square  mentum  patellse,  as  well  as  hy  the  sense  of 

Inetiiution.  fluctuation  evident  on  pressure  being  made. 

By  R.  W,  Tamplin,  F.R.C.S.E.  P*>n  from  motion  of  a  shooting  character, 

Surreon  to  the  Institution.  especially  when  subjected  to  a  sudden  jar; 

^__^  pam  also  at  night,  increased,  in  all  propa- 

_,  ^  ^  .  bility,  by  the  movements  taking  place  dur- 

Treaimeni  qf  contraction  qf  the  knee-joint  i^g  jeep.    The  knee  contracted  to  a  right 

m  the  flejped  ponttonr-^mechanteal  and  ^gi^^  ^^j  rigidly  so  ;  and  any  attempt  to 

aurffieal.    Meant  qf  forming  adiagnoeit.  extend  the  leg  increased  the  rigidity  of  the 

Case  qf  contraeHon  from  inflammation  flexors,  and  also  gave  pain  in  the  knee  itself. 

tuceeerfaUy  treated  mechanically,    Signe  jy,  affection  was  occasioned  by  simple  in- 

which  may  be  eonfidered  fawiwable;  flummation  of  the  joint  eighteen   months 

ttgnt  which  are  unfavourable.    Section  pre^ous  to  her  admission,  but  wWch  had 

qf  eemj-membrano^, ^  eemt-iendtnoeut,  robsided,    at   least  the  active   symptoms, 

and    btceptt    mode  y  perfomang  the  ^m^^^e  months  since.     1  did  not  think  it  ad- 

operation.    Contraction  qf  gaetrocnemtui  ^j^blci  under  the  circumstances,  to  have 

ae  a  coneytenee;    contraction  qf  the  recourse  to  the  operation,  but  recommended 

flexore  and  adductore  of  the  hip  ae  a  ^^  ^^^^  be  sent  to  a  general  hospital 

eoneequence-'treatment  of    Dujoeatton  ^^^  f^  dj,ease  was  entirely  gone.    The 

hackwardM  ^  the  ttkia  on  the  femur^  Committee  interested  themselves,  but  wHh- 

treatment  qf,  out  mocess,  the  girl  being  refiised  admiii- 

Wb  now  proceed  to  the  treatment  of  con-  ston  on  the  ground  that  rest  alone  was  ne- 

traction  of  the  knee-joint ;  it  consists  of  oessary.    As,  therefore,  there  was  only  one 

mechanical,  or  mechanical  and  surgical  com-  alternative,  that  of  sending  her  back  into 

bined.    Jt  is  of  the  greatest  possible  im*  the  country,  I  thought  it  would  be  advisable 

portanoe  that  yon  should  satisfy  yourselves,  to    endeavour,    by    careftil    extension,    to 

as  far  as  the  case  admits  of,  of  the  actual  straighten  the  limb  by  mechanical  means 

condition  of  the  joint,  which  you  will  be  alone,  so  that,  in  the  event  of  a  recurrence 

enabled  to  do  by  a  reference  to  the  original  of  the  inflammation,  sh^  would  at  all  events 

cause,  the  duration  of  the  deformity,  and  the  be  in  no  worse  condition  than  she  then  was, 

amonnt  of  motion,  if  any,  in  the  articulation,  whereas,  if  I  succeeded,  it  would  be  of  im« 

Now  the  first  thing  to  be  ascertained  is,  mcnse  adxantage  to  the  patient.     I  there- 

whether  the  disease  in  the  joint  has  sub-  fore  applied  the  iron  splint,  with  the  male 

sided,  supposing  the  contraction  to  have  and  female  screw  attached,  and  to  my  snr- 

arisen  from  that  cause,  as  I  need  not  tell  prise,    the  leg  has  been  restored'  to    its 

you,  that  if  disease  should  still  be  present,  straight  position ;  so  that  here  is  an  in- 

it  would  be  imprudent  to  adopt  any  active  stance,   pvoving  to  you  the  possibility  of 

measures  to  remove  the  contraction.    This  drawing  out  the  contracted  muscles,  and 

you  will  easily  discover  by  examination  of  thus  overcoming  their  tendency  to  contract, 

the  joint,  and  by  the  feelings  of  the  patient,  without  the  operation,  provided  the  contrac- 

We  have  at  this  moment  a  female  about  16  tion  has  not  existed  sufficiently  long  for  it  to 
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become  permanent,  and  before  the  disease  sion  for  some  seconds,  that  the  joint  retnma 
has  actually  subsided.  to  its  contracted  position  with  an  elastic 
After,  then r  you  have  satisfied  yourselves  of  impulse,  you  may  anticipate  resistance, 
thecause,you  will  proceed  to  ascertain,  1st,  if  arising  from  adhesions  in  the  joint  itself, 
there  is  motion  ;  2dly,  what  is  the  amount  of  and  of  course  you  will  be  more  guarded  ia 
motion ;  3dly,  whatisthe  naiureofthe  motion,  your  prognosis.  If  you  find  free  motion  be- 
and  the  cause  of  resistance, — whether  that  yond  the  contracted  or  flexed  position,  that 
resistance  is  owing  to  the  muscles  alone,  or  is,  if  you  are  enabled  to  increase  the  amount 
to  the  muscles  and  joint  itself  combined ;  of  flexion  without  difficulty,  with  as  mach 
also,  what  voluntary  power,  if  any,  the  pa-  ease  at  can  be  done  ordinarily,  this  will  be  a 
tient  possesses  at  the  time  present.  After  favourable  circumstance.  And  of  course 
these  preliminary  inquiries,  let  an  assistant  you  will,  in  forming  an  opinion,  look  at 
hold  the  thigh  firmly,  whilst  you  attempt  to  these  indications  collectively,  having  a  due 
extend  the  leg  forcibly.  If  you  are  able  to  regard  to  the  original  cause.  . 
extend  it  in  the  slightest  degree,  if  the  pa-  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  joint  is  immove- 
tient  complains  of  pain  on  the  anterior  sur-  able,  and  occasions  no  pain  upon  examina- 
face  of  the  joint,  however  slight  the  motion  tion  ;  if,  in  continuing  your  extension,  the 
obtained  in  this  way  may  be,  your  prognosis  muscles  relax  themselves,  and  there  is  no 
will  be  favourable ;  and  even  in  those  cases  motion  or  pain,  you  will  regard  these  as  nn- 
where  there  is  no  perceptible  motion,  as  in  favourable  indications,  and  it  is  hopeless  to 
the  cases  I  have  described  to  you  of  injuries  attempt  restoration  by  the  ordinary  methods, 
to  the  joint,  in  my  last  lecture,  if  the  patient  If  you  have  free  motion  to  a  certain  point, 
complains  of  pain  in  the  situation  men-  and  the  motion  becomes  suddenly  checked, 
tionedt  yon  piay  anticipate  the  possibility  of  as  if  by  a  solid  substance,  giving  you  the 
removing  the  contraction.  It  is  also  as  well  sensation  of  its  being  stopped  by  a  spicula 
to  examine  the  patella,  and  to  ascertain  of  bone,  this  also  must  be  regarded  as  unfa- 
whether  it  admits  of  motion  in  a  lateral  di-  vourable.  I  have  seen  three  cases  of  this 
rectton,  which  yon  can  do  in  the  following  kind,  where  I  believe  the  patella  had  become 
manner.  Place  the  thumb  or  finger  of  the  ankylosed  to  the  femur,  and  from  the  tibia 
left  hand  on  the  edge  of  the  patella,  and  with  being  drawn  backwards  somewhat  behind 
the  thumb  of  the  right  hand  forcibly  press  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  the  moment  the 
on  the  other  side.  If  there  is  motion,  you  leg  was  extended  to '  a  certain  point,  it  re- 
will  of  oonrse  feel  the  edge  which  is  pressed  ceived  a  dead  check  stop,  evidently  caused 
upon  depressed,  and  the  opposite  edge  by  the  pateUa  being  firmly  fixed,  and  press- 
raised.  This  is  very  easily  accomplished  in  ing  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  bead  of  the 
some  cases,  but  in  others  the  patella  will  tibia,  whenever  the  latter  was  brought  to  the 
appear  immoveable,  and  require  the  greatest  point  at  which  the  patella  was  immoveable  ; 
caution  and  care  before  you  can  be  satisfied  the  joint  being  freely  moveable  up  to  that 
whether  motion  exists,  as  the  sensation  con-  point  in  each  case. 

veyed  by  the  skin  alone,   in  moving  when        These  are,  then,  the  ffrincipal  indleations 

pressed  upon,  is  likely  to  deceive  you.  Here  for  or  against  the  ordinary  treatment  being 

also  you  will  be  guided  in  these  difficult  followed ;  I  say  ordinary,  for  you  must  be 

cases  by  the  circumstance  of  the  patient  awareof  the  femur  having  been  sawn  through 

complaining  of   pain,   not   on  the  points  in  cases  of  complete  ankylosis,  mid  imme- 

pressed  upon,  but  beneath  the  patella,  in  the  diately  afterwards  the  leg  being  pliced  in 

joint.     Should  they  do  so,   you  may  rely  the  most  farourable  position,   so  that  the* 

upon  it  that  the  patella  is  not  ankylosed  bone  should  become  united  in  the  position 

either  to  the  femur  or  the  tibia.    The  pa-  adopted.    This  experiment  is  said  to  have 

tella,  in  severe  cases  of  contraction,  becomes  been  successful ;    but  it  is  quite  another 

lodiied  between  the  condyles,  and  is  firmly  affair,  and  a  mode  of  practice  I  have  not 

held  by  the  rectus  above  and  the  ligament  thought  it  advisable  to  follow, 
below,  so  that  it  is  often  not  an  easy  matter        Having,  then,  satisfied  yourselves  of  the 

to  find  or  to  satisfy  yourselves  of  its  post-  probability  of  being  enabled  to  remove  the 

tion,  much  less  to  determine  its  immovea-  deformity,  you  will  decide  as  to  the  means 

.biiity.     1  have  myself  repeatedly  been  com-  to  be  adopted,  whether  mechanical  alone,  or 

pelled  to  examine  with  the  greatest  care  surgical  and  mechanical  combined.     In  all 

before  I  could  discover  it  at  all.     Having  cases  where  the  deformity  has  been  of  short 

satisfied  yourselves  there  is  motion,  yon  will  duration,  and  where  there  is  tolerably  free 

then  look  to  its  character.      If  it  is  a  steady  motion,  I  would  advise  your  selecting  the 

motion,  and  upon  an  increase  of  extension  mechanical  alone,  whether  the  contraction  is 

the  flexor  tendons  are  rendered  more  tense,  to  a  greater  or  leas  extent.     Balodaging  the 

you  will  regard  the  resistance  as  confined  to  leg  carefully,  from  the  foot  above  the  knee, 

the   muscles  principally ;  if,   on  the  other  and  adjusting   the  leg  in  the  position  in 

hand,  you  ftttd  upon  keeping  up  the  exten-  which  it  is,  in  the  ordinary  knee-splint,  with 
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tlie    male    and   female   screw   beneath   the  they  may  have  been,  and  however  positive 

joint,  and  to  which  I  have  added  a  metal  you  may  feel  that  you  have  passed  the  knife 

plate,  to  hold  the  thigh  firmly  in  position,  beneath  them.     This  arises  from  the  con- 

taking  care  that  there  is  no  undue  pressure,  traction  of  tifssuc  which  will  be  felt  remain - 

by   straightening  the   splint   more  rapidly  ing,  and  in  the  po&>ition  of  the  tendons  ;  and 

tiian  the  leg  can  follow,  and  thus  inducing  you  may  insert  your  knife  again  and  again, 

pressure  on  points,  these  points  being  gene-  and  still  feel  the  chord  or  chords  left,  giving 

rally  just  above  the  heel  posteriorly,  and  you  the  sensation  that  the  tendon,  or  a  por- 

the  anterior  surface  of  the  thigh,  just  above  tion  of  it,  still  remains.     The  same  remarks 

the  condyles,  as  well  as  at  the  extremity  of  apply  to  the  fascia.      I  would  advise  you, 

the  splint  behind  the  thigh.     If,  however,  therefore,  to  be  oautious,  and  in  such  cases 

the  deformity  has  existed  for  any  length  of  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  division  of  the  prin- 

time,  whether  it  is  severe  or  not,   I  would  cipal  portions,  for  if  you  have  succeeded  in 

advise  section  of  the  tendons  of  the  con-  dividing  the  tendons,  you  will  generally  be 

tracted  muscles,  as  well  as  any  dense  bands  enabled  to  bring  the  leg  straight.     This  ap- 

of  fascia  you  may  meet  with ;  for  in  old  plies   to   simple  contraction,   without   any 

cases  the  fascia  becomes  contracted,  and  at  a  alteration    in  the  relative   position   of  the 

greater  distance  from  the  popliteal  space  ;  bones.     If  you  have  also  the  inward  incli- 

and  oftentimes  you  will  find,  upon  examina-  nation  I  have  spoken  of,  which  can  be  told 

tion,  the  region  of  the  popliteal  space  filled  by  the  prominence  of  the  internal  condyle  of 

with  one  dense  mass  of  contracted  fascia,  the  femur ;  and  if  the  tibia  is  rotated  slightly 

and  what   I  imagine  to  be  thickened  and  on  the  femur,  which  i  also  mentioned  to  you, 

condensed  cellular  tissue  :  when  it  presents  you  will  generally  find  it  necessary  to  divide 

this  appearance,    I   need   not  tell   you   it  the  vastus  extemus  and  fascia  lata,  in  the 

would  be  dangerous  to  divide  the  fascia  be-  manner  described  in  a  former  lecture.    After 

yond  the  superficial  bands.      The  patient,  having  completed  the  operation,  pledgets  of 

then,  will  be  laid  horizontally  on  his  face,  lint  should  be  placed  over  the  parts  of  punc- 

and  an  assistant  will  grasp  and  extend  the  ture,  sufficiently  large  to  prevent  any  venous 

I^ ;  yon  then  feel  for  the  tendons,  and,  as  a  bleeding ;   for  you  will  recollect  that  the 

rale,  the  biceps  flexor  femoris  will  be  found  popliteal  space  is  filled  with  loose  cellular 

more  tense  than  the  semi-membranosns  and  tissue,  and  easily  admits  of  effusion  of  blood 

tendinosus.    There  are,  however,  exceptions  (provided  a  moderate  degree  of  pressure  is 

to  this  rule.      Should  this  be  so,  you  will  not  carefully  maintained).      Retain  the  lint 

pass  a  small  sharp-pointed  knife  on   the  with  long  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  and 

inner  side  of  the  tendon,   and  beneath  it  bandage,  and  support  the  leg  with  a   tin 

horizontally,  or  as  nearly  so  as  you  can,  and  splint,  beet  at  the  angle  at  which  the  leg  is 

as  soon  as  it  extends  to  the  breadth  of  the  contracted.     Allow  the  lint  to  remain  for  a 

tendon,  turn  the  sharp  edge  of  the  knife  week,  provided  there  is  no  pain,  at  the  end  of 

towards  it,  and  divide  it  from  within  out-  which  time  you  will  find  the    punctures 

wards  (that  is,  from  the  popliteal  space),  healed,  and  all  risk  of  their  reopening  effec- 

After  having  dirided  the  biceps,  you  will  tually  prevented.      By  too  early  extension, 

proceed  to  feel  for  the  tendons  of  the  semi-  remember,   you  may  irritate  the  parts  of 

membranosQs  and  tendinosus,   and  should  puncture,  and  be  delayed  in  treatment.     We 

they  be  prominent,  pass  the  knife,  on  the  have  had  one  or  two  cases  where  a  little 

inner  side  of  the  tendons,  beneath  them ;  venous  htemorrhage  took  place  internally ; 

depress  the  handle,  and  divide  them  from  and  from  proceeding  too  soon  with  the  ex« 

within  outwards,  as  in  the  other  instance,  tension,   inflammation   set   up   around   the 

You  will  then  examine  carefully  for  any  ad-  points  of  puncture,  and  the  clot,  although 

ditional  source  of  contraction,  as  the  bands  small,  ulcerated  out,   occupying  about  oix 

of  fascia  mentioned ;  and  if  you  find  them  weeks  in  healing,  during  which  time  nothing 

tense,  and  you  can  get  at  them  with  ease,  could  be  done ;  and  a  patient  is  now  up- 

divide  them,  but  run  no  risk ;  for  you  must  stairs  in  whom  I  divided  the  biceps  flexor 

recollect  that  there  is  the  vein,  nerve,  and  femoris  and  vastus  extemus,  for  knock-knee, 

artery,  and  the  possibility  of  an  irregular  which  some  of  you  witnessed,  where  alsci 

distribution,   and  the  possibility  also  of  a  this  occurrence  followed,  although  in  a  less 

change  in  the  relative  position  of  the  vessels,  degree,  but  occasioned,  in  like  manner,  from 

or  of  their  being  included  in  this  mass  I  too  early  extension ;  therefore  nothing  is  to 

speak  of;  and  although  very  frequently  you  be  gained   by  commencing   extension    too 

will  find  it  an  easy  matter  to  divide  the  ten-  quickly.     I  think,  however,  a  week  suffi- 

dons  of  the  contracted  muscles,  a&d  one  or  cient.     In  my  own  practice  I  always  wait 

more  of  the  dearly-defined  bands  of  fascia,  that  time,  and  do  not  consider  it  prudent 

yet  in  some  cases  you  will  experience  the  to  commence  sooner,  from  the  quantity  of 

greatest  diifieidtjr  (btrange  u  it  may  kppear)  \6oi6  cellular  tissue  occupying  the  popliteal 

in  satisfying  youirsetf  that  you  have  even  space.     You  then  apply  the  means  of  exten- 

divided  the  tendons,  however  clearly  defined  sion  ;  and  in  a  simple  contraction,  the  ordi- 
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ntrj  iplint,  viththe  plate  mmtioned  to  bold 
the  thigh  down,  jou  will  ^d  tbo  most  asj 
method,  both  forthp  p alien i  and  yourseWrs, 
Cakin);  care  not  to  proceed  more  rapidly  with 
the  riteaiiaa  of  the  iipliul  than  of  Che  knee, 
and  being  g;oided  in  jonr  progress  by  the 
feelinga  of  the  patient.  The  eitension  of 
■  18  been  long  i 


ended  i 


n  the 


knee  they  will  invariably  point  to  the 
rior  Burfice  of  the  johit ;  so  that  yon  mutt 
proceed  according  to  the  feelings  of  the  pa- 
will  of  couTM  depend  on  the  original  cnnae 
of  the  deformity,  and  the  consequent  condi- 
tion  of  the  joint. 

In  parali/lie  and  eongeiulal  catti. — In 
caaei  ariiing  from  injury  to  the  ipinil  chord 
and  colnmD,  yon  will  not,  h  b  rale,  find 


InthejolatitKir.  la  euca 
iea  to  Che  joint,  in  rheu- 

there  hu  been  in  flam  mat  ion  of  ■  long  and 

or  lesi  resistance  in  Che  joint  itaelF,  and  of 
course  s  more  alow  and  Udiotia  proceas  of 
extension,  and  greater  care  will  be  requiaite 

you  have,  in  addition  to  *he  contraction,  m 
lateral  displacement,  you  will  find  Ibic  sjOint 
which  I  bad  made,  and  which  I  have  uaed 
with  great  advantage,  the  beat  and  moat 
simple  means  lo  adopt  [vide  Yig.  \)  ;  it  bai 
'a  doable  action  with  the  male  and  female 
acrew  behind,  as  in  Che  former  uutance,  and 
alao  at  the  side,  >o  that  at  Che  aame  Cime 
that  yon  are  extending  the  1^,  yon  are  re- 
moving C  he  lateral  diiplacement. 


Ttaabon  dlagmn  repraenti  the  vtint  *T 
0/  babig  applied  to  any  an—"'  -"™» 


NATURE  ANP  TREATMENT  OF  DEFORMITIES.  565 

In  either  case  you  proceed  gradaally  and  IneonTenience  b  experienced  when  the  pa- 

with  care,  until  the  leg  is  brought  into  a  tient  attempts  to  walk,  together  with  great 

perfectly  straight  position,  for  if  you  do  not,  lameness,  giving  the  appearance  of  a  person 

or  cannot  accomplish  this,  rely  upon  it  a  re-  afflicted  with  disease  of  the  hip-joint.     In 

lapse  will  follow  from  slight  neglect.     After  this  instance,  the  principal  muscles  con- 

the  leg  is  brought  into  the  straight  position,  tracted  are  the  psoas,  and  it  is  a  difficult  and 

you  will  do  well  to  keep  it  so  for  some  time,  dangerous  proceeding  to  diride  them,   al- 

until  all  tendency  to  relapse  is  overcome,  t.  e.  though  I  believe  it  has  been  done  by  Stro- 

until  you  find  it  remain  in  that  position  meyer.     I  would  advise  the  foUowing  pro- 

when  out  of  the  instrument.     You  then  or-  ceeding: — let  the  patient  lie  flat  on  his  back, 

der  an  upright  support,  from  the  hip  down-  with  his  legs  off  the  edge  of  the  bed ;  a  pil- 

wards,  which  will  hold  the  knee  straight  low  being  placed  beneath  the  lower  part  of 

and  enable  the  patient  to  take  exercise,  and  the  back,  so  as  to  raise  the  pelvis  above  the 

direct  him  to  exercise  the  motions  of  the  level  of  the  rest  of  the  body,  of  course  as  the 

joint  jis  much  as  possible,  so  that  the  cure  thigh  is  contracted,  the  1^  will  be  conside- 

may  be  rendered  perfect.    The  best  means  rably  above  the  level  of  the  body ;  then  at- 

of  restoring  the  motion  of  the  joint,  is  by  tach  a  weight  with  a  band  just  above  the 

placing  the  leg  in  the  instrument,  and  to  ankle  joint,  and  direct  this  to  be  done  as  long 

flex  and  extend  it  by  means  of  the  screw ;  as  the  feeling  of  the  patient  will  admit,  two 

it  is  a  more  steady  and  certain  proceeding,  or  three  times  daily,  increasing  the  weight 

and  one  which  is  by  far  the  least  painful  to  by  slow  degrees ;  in  this  way  a  stretching  is 

the  patient.  kept  up  in  the  psoce  muscles,  which  will  by 

In  these  confirmed  cases  of  contraction  at  perseverance  relieve,  although  it  will  not  re- 
right  angle,  or  beyond  it,  the  gastrocnemius,  move  the  contraction,  and  enable  the  patient 
from  its  long  flexed  position,  does  not  pes-  to  get  about  much  better  than  he  oo^ld  other- 
sess  t^e  power  or  means  of  being  properly  wise  have  done. 

extended,  certainly  not  with  exercise.     It  Forcibly  extending  the  thigh  several  times 

therefore  will  be  found  to  have  contracted  a  day  with  the  hand  is  also  beneficial,  by 

up  to  the  point  at  which  it  has  ceased  to  be  getting  an  assistant  or  domestic  to  hold  the 

elongated,  but  this  will  not  attract  your  at-  pelvis  as  firmly  as  possible,  whilst  another 

tention,  nor  have  you  the  means  of  ascer-  with  considerable  force  presses  the  leg  down- 

taining  whether  it  be  so,  until  you  have  made  wards ;  should  you  find  the  rectus,  sartorius, 

considerable  pn^j^ress  with  the  extension  of  tensor  vaginae   femoris  contracted  as  well 

the  knee,  when  the  heel  will  be  found  con-  as  the  psoee,  divide  as  many  of  them  as  can 

tracted  at  or  beyond  a  right  angle ;  the  pa-  be  done  with  safety.    The  method  of  doing 

tient  possessing  all  the  Toluntary  power,  but  which  I  shall  point  to  you  when  I  come  to 

being  unable  from  the  contraction  to  flex  speak  of  contraction  of  the  hip-joint.     Oc- 

the  foot  beyond  a  right  angle,  or  even  to  casionally,  also,  you  will  find  the  thigh  not 

that  point.     Several  cases  of  this  kind  have  only  flexed  but  adducted,  so  that  wl^  the 

occurred  at  this  Charity.     I  have  been  com-  leg  is  brought  into  the  straight  position,  it  is 

pelled  after  the  knee  baa  been  straightened  thrown  over  its  fellow.     One  case  is  now  in 

to  diride  the  tendo-achilles,  and  in  this  way  the  wards,  where  this  condition  exists  in 

the  cure  became  perfected.     It  is  a  simple  both  thighs,  both  knees  being  contracted, 

affair,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  resistsnce  in  with  the  general  spasmodic  condition  of  all 

the  joint,  nor  any  great  amount  of  shortening  the  voluntary  muscles.     If  it  exists  in  both 

or  contraction,  and  as  soon  as  the  tendon  is  limbs,  you  must  as  soon  as  the  knees  are 

divided,  with  ordinary  care  yon  may  flex  restored  to  their  straight  position  commence 

the  foot  to  its  full  extent  in  fourteen  or  extension,  either  with  or  without  section  of 

twenty-one  days,  when  the  patient  possesses  a  portion  of  the  adductors.     This  may  be 

the  free  use  of  the  ankle-joint.     Occasionally  done  in  two  ways,  either  by  fastening  a  ban- 

you  will  have  also  contraction  of  the  flexors  dage  at  the  side  of  the  bed,  and  passing  it 

of  the  hip-joint,  especially  if  the  thigh  has  round  the  thigh  on  each  side,  or  else  by 

been  constantly  held  b}  the  patient  flexed  means  of  this  instrument,  (vide  Fig.   2), 

upon  the  pelvis.    This  is  a  much  more  se-  which  I  have  had  made  for  the  express  pur- 

rious   and  difficult  complication,  for  after  pose.     The  first  method  is  the  most  simple 

you  have  straightened. the  knee  the  patient  and  efficient;  though  only  one  thigh  should 

does  not  possess  the  power  of  standing  erect ;  be  affected,  you  must  still  fasten  a  bandage 

because  if  the  back  is  straight  and  in  the  round  each  of  them,  to  enable  you  to  act  on 

perpendicular    position,    the    thigh    being  that  which  is  contracted.     In  this  way  you 

flexed  more  or  less  acutely,  the  leg  is  thrown  will  be  enabled  to  remove  the  coatraclion 

forwards,  and  if  the  leg  is  in  the  perpeudi-  sufficiently  to  enable  the  patient  to  use  the 

cular  position,  the  pelvis  is  tbronrn  back-  limb  with  comparative  freedom ;  you  must, 

wards ;  this  proceeds  from  the  yielding  of  however,  keep  up  this  extension  night  and 

the  lumbar  vertebrse ;  they  being  drawn  by  day,  as  in  o  her  instances,  and  when  the 

the  psoce  muscles,  so  that  great  difficulty  and  thighs  are  sufficiently  apart  to  enable  the 
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Tbe  ■plinl  rn>ra«it«l  tn  Oie  tba-rt  ditgnm  con^ati  at  two  horiianUI  nntioni,  biring  in  Uu 

of  eufa  *  n>ov«ble  pid,  mule  concave  intenuill;,  to  conopond  with  tbe  [dDTexltV  of  Hi 

•Idc  or  the  knee-joint.  TbeK  p*d>  >re  united  br  meini  of  i  milp  and  fCmile  Krew,  wblch  nUenra 
of  tbelr  bting  bivucht  clowlr  l(^«ber.  Btnp*  ire  iltacbed  to  encircle  Ihe  knee, » that  llnuf 
b*  (lied  In  tbe  paallioa  dtaind.    By  sradnally  elonfUJnf  tbe  tcmr,  Ott  leg*  tn  inasiaUilT  W|ia- 

psticDt  to  lit  ulride  ia  ■  duir,  let  tbem  fectlj  impoi^ble  fiir  tfa«  gtrl  to  lu*e  boms 
adopt  thia  metliod  acrNvI  timo  a  daj,  litting  the  veigbt  of  the  body  on  the  leg  without 
with  their  facea  to  the  back  of  the  chair,  upon  forcing  the  tibia  Mill  higher  up.  It  wu,  in 
wluch  tbe;  can  mC  their  anna-  1  mmt  not  fact,  a  complete  dialootion  of  the  tibia  back- 
forget  to  call  jonr  attention  to  another  coin-  wsrda.  There  mnit  hate  been  an  Iramenn 
plication  occasionally  met  with,  and  which  I  elongation  of  tbecrodal  ligamenta.  rimilirta 
partialU  allnded  to,  namely,  displacement  of  that  reprtiented  in  the  diagnm  (Kg.  t)  ot 
tbe  Hbia  backward!,  (vide  Figi.  'i  and  4  of  tait  iFcton ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  anc- 
laat  lecture)  ;  Ibis  Bometimea  takes  place  to  ceiafiil  termination  of  the  eaie,  I  •honld 
a  great  extent,  and  yon  hare  no  meani  that  hare  thought  they  had  been  completely  ob- 
I  am  acquainted  with  of  mnedyingitduring  literated.  It  la  the  only  caie  1  haie  wit- 
Ibe  time  joo  are  extending  the  leg ;  yon  neaaed  to  auch  an  extent,  although  it  i(  by 
may  perhapi  do  eo  in  part,  but  not  altoge-  no  menni  uncommon  to  llnd  tbia  diaamnge- 
ther.  When  thia  deformity  eiiata  after  yon  ment  partially  exinting  ;  in  irhate*er  degree 
hflTe  atmiglitcned  the  limb,  yon  will  find  it  most  be  remedied,  as  tha  eierciae  of  tha 
the  condyles  of  the  temnr  projecting  to  such  limb  in  this  poaition  mnat,  mecbaidcaUy,  in- 
an  extent,  bs  to  press  almost  entirely  on  the  crease  the  deformity  and  occasion  a  retnm  to 
anterior  edge  of  the  articnlar  anrbce  of  the  the  malposition,  independently  of  the  perfect 
tibia  ;  in  fact,  it  looks  Jnst  aa  you  may  ima-  impoaaihility  of  tbe  natural  motiona  of  the  joint 
gine  a  dislocation  of  tbe  tibia  backwards  being  restored.  The  means  I  have  adopted, 
Kaald  looic.  And  in  one  case,  of  which  this  and  which  perfectly  aucceeded  in  the  serere 
ia  the  caat,  a  girl  of  19  yeara  of  age,  (Tide  case  ollndrd  to,  sad  with  comparatin  eaae 
Fig.  2  of  last  lcetare],wbo  waa  an  in-patient  to  the  patient,  conriated  i^a  bandage  paaaed 
of  the  Charity,  when  tbe  leg  waa  straight-  beneath  the  peltis  on  the  inner  aide  of  tbe 
med  this  was  tbe  actual  condition,  and  as  thigh  of  the  contracted  teg,  welt  padded  and 
far  as  I  could  discover,  tbe  articular  turfaces  fastened  to  the  bead  of  the  bed,  tbe  patient 
did  not  touch  at  all,  the  head  of  the  tibia  lying  in  the  horizontal  position  on  her  back- 
appearing  to  have  receded  behind  the  con-  The  foot  and  leg  were  then  carefully  ban- 
dyles  or  the  femnr  into  ^e  popliteal  apace  ;  dsged,  and  the  initep  padded.  A  strap  was 
the  condyle!  tbemBehea  prcgeeting  abruptly,  then  passed  In  the  figure  of  8  form,  flvm  abore 
and  giving  the  knee  a  moat  curious  and  un-  the  ankle  and  over  the  inaCep,  which  atrap 
nahind  appearance,   and  rendering  it  per-  was  attached  to  a  bandage  lutened  hI  the 
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bottom  of  tlie  bed,  a  board  bein;;  filed  there  uo fortunately,  cannot  be  accurately  ascer- 
perpendicularly,  so  that  the  leg  might  be  tained.  Yuu  may,  with  the  directions  I 
hligiitly  raised  above  the  level  of  the  bed.  have  given  you,  form  an  opinion ;  but  this. 
By  these  means  extension  was  gradually  as  in  every  disease  met  with,  must  occa- 
kept  up,  and  aa  soon  as  I  imagined  the  head  sionally  be  erroneous ;  for  occasionally  we 
of  the  tibia  was  brought  down  parallel  with  cannot  foretel  what,  or  if  any,  adhesion  exist 
the  extremity  of  the  condyle  of  the  femur,  I  in  some  cases ;  neither  can  you  tell  the  pre- 
applied  a  straight  splint  behind  the  leg,  ex-  cise  condition  of  the  synovial  membrane  and 
tending  some  distance  aboye  and  below  the  ligaments.  In  fact,  there  are  no  cases  in  the 
knee,  padded  at  each  extremity,  and  fixed  range  of  deformity  so  difficult,  tedious,  and 
by  means  of  straps.  A  broad  webbing  strap  embarrassing  as  these, 
was  then  applied  just  above  the  condyles.  It  is  a  curious  circumstance,  and  one  that 
passing  round  the  splint,  and  was  gradually  I  am  unable  to  explain,  that  the  pain  these 
tightened  ;  which,  by  its  action,  tended  to  patients  complain  of  is  alwaj^s  on  the  point 
draw  the  condyles  of  the  femur  backwards,  of  the  knee,  in  one  spot,  and  not  diffused 
whilst  the  connter-pressnre  of  the  pad  ani  over  or  through  the  whole  joint,  as  we 
splint  below  the  knee,  behind  the  upper  should  d  priori  have  anticipated,  whether 
portion  of  the  tibia,  haid  a  direct  effect  to  the  knee  is  contracted  in  the  straight  or 
force  the  tibia  forwards.  This  it  effectually  flexed  position.  The  time  occupied  in 
did,  and  without  putting  the  patient  to  any  treating  these  deformities  will  rary,  aceord- 
amount  of  pain.  This,  therefore,  is  the  ing  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  the  cause  pro- 
plan  I  adopt,  and  which  I  should  advise  be-  ducing  it,  and  the  length  of  time  the  affec- 
ing  followed  in  all  cases  of  this  description,  tion  has  existed.  In  cases  arising  from 
It  possesses  one  g^eat  advantage,  simplicity  punctured  wounds,  I  have  succeeded,  con- 
in  its  application,  certainty  in  its  result,  trary  to  what  I  should  have  anticipated,  in 
and  it  does  not  unnecessarily  confine  the  restoring  the  position  in  six  or  eight  weeks, 
patient,  or  occasion  any  undue  pressure.  In  cases  arising  from  scrofulous  disease 
vrith  ordinary  care.  If  they  move  out  of  the  about  the  joint,  in  three  or  four  months  (I 
straight  line,  so  much  the  better,  as  it  in-  am  speaking  of  adult  cases).  In  younger 
creases  the  amount  of  extension,  and  assists  subjects,  after  the  operation,  it  can  be  done 
the  cure.  We  have  had,  in  one  case  of  a  in  six  or  eight  weeks.  In  cases  occurring 
female  who  possessed  that  unhealthy,  fat,  from  rheumatism,  from  three  to  six  months 
flabby  condition  oecasionally  met  with,  or  nine,  as  this  of  all  the  causes  appears  to 
phlegmoDons  erysipelas  set  up,  resulting  iu  destroy  the  integrity  of  the  joint  the  most 
sloughing  of  the  oellnlar  tissue  at  the  back  rapidly,  and  to  become  irremediable  in  a 


the  knee,  when,  removing  the  instrument  all  deformities,  never  omit  artificial  support, 
and  bandage,  the  skin  presented  that  red-  until  the  balance  of  power  is  restored  be- 
dlsh -brown  indurated  appearance  which  is  tween  the  flexors  and  extensors,  as,  if  you 
so  characteristic  of  this  disease,  together  do,  whichever  may  preponderate  in  power 
with  bullae  here  and  there  dis8cmin«ted.  1  will,  from  my  experience,  certainly  become 
immediately  made  a  large  opening  at  the  contracted,  and  occasion  a  permanent  con- 
back  of  the  leg,  and  let  out  a  large  quantity  dition  of  one  of  the  motions  of  the  joint. 

of  sanious  matter  and  sloughed  cellular  tia-  „ _ 

sue.     Poultices  were  applied,  and  the  limb  OBSERVATIONS 

supported  throughout,    together  with   the 

administration  of  opium,   stimulants,   and  on  ths 

nourishment  of  every  kind;  and  the  girl  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  THE 

perfectly  recovered  from  the  effccU.     The  MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES 

!2  ^SJ^  ^^t'  "^  "^  '•*  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM : 

1  have  thought  it  necessary  to  go  thus  jynii  lUuitralite  Ca»e$. 

into  detail,  as  I  know  of  no  cases  of  con-  „    «.              -,                     «- -^  -,,.  , 

traction  that  are  likely  to  give  you  more  By  Edward  BLACKMOiia.  M.D.Edmb. 

trouble,  or  occasion  more  anxiety,  aa  you  Member  Extraordinary  of  the  Royal  Medical 

•11            1        ».  ^^»«- «uk  f»»  .i:uo  .  1»^  Society  of  Edinburgh,  and  Physician  to 

will  scarcely  ever  meet  with  two  alike  ;  and  '  ^^^  ^^^  Pemtentiary. 

without  the  greatest  care  all  your  efforts  will  ..  ^    »_^ ,      . 

K.  r«iof«.f»3       TUi,  «in««.«  w»rv  «n  mnnh  Mcdico  mmlmum  est  de  Arte  loqm  :— 

be  frustrated.      Tlie  causes  ▼»  17  ^  ™^ch,  ^^^  maximum  eat  ex  Arte/aeere. 

not  only  »«•  *e,  but  in  their  effects,  that  in  .,,,..  ^      ^^    . 

proportion   to  the   change  that   has  taken  i^^r  the  London  MedusU  OaietieJ 

place  in  the  joint  itself,  or  in  the  synovial  ^ 

membrane  covering  H,  will  be  the  difllculty  The  cases  in  the  preseut  essay  are 

attending  the  treatment.     These  changes,  selected  with  a  view   to  illustrate  the 
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pathology  and  treatment  of  apoplexy,  symptomB   are  shivering;    headache^ 
palsy,   water  in   the  head,   epilepsy,  dull  and  oppressive,  or  acute,  constant 
tetanus,  chorea,  convulsion,  hysteria,  or  remittent,  in  some  cases  singnlarly 
and  insanity.  subsiding  shortly  before  the  apoplectic 
The  observations  are  founded  on  a  invasion;  delirium;  slight  convulsion; 
collation  of  cases   which  have  come  feelings  of  heat  and  turgescence  in  the 
under  the  notice  of  the  writer,  and  the  head ;    a  throbbing  at   the   temples ; 
majority  of  which  have  occurred  in  his  swelling  of  the  face,  which  ispfdlia  and 
own  practice  in  the  course  of  the  last  cold,  or  flushed  and  heated  ;  vertigo  in 
twenty -five  years.    The  deductions  are  the  common  form  of  seeing  objects  in 
concise,  and  meant  simply  to  direct  at-  motion,  or  the  more  alarming  kind, 
teniiun  to  the  narratives  of  the  cases,  feeling  himself  in  motion ;  momentary 
from  which  it  is  believed  that  the  stu-  loss  of  vision  ;   sleeping,  or  lethargv 
dentt)f  his  profession  may  best  derive  not  amounting  to  stupor,  attended  with 
for  himself  trie  more  useful  suggestions,  a  sense  of  lassitude,  apparently  firom 
They  who  are  engaged  in  the  bustle  of  debility,  but  which  is  really  from  in- 
practice  will  excuse  the   interrupted  cipient  pressure  on  the  brain ;  while 
and  aphoristic  form  of  the  observations,  the  pulse  is  becoming  full,  firm,  and 
and  will  regard  them  as  mere  hints  for  slower  than  ordinary, 
reflection.      The   youn^   practitioner       h.  The  second  form  is  a  state  remark- 
may,  it  is  hoped,  find  m  them  some  ably  difierent  from  the  former,  charac- 
aids  to  relieve  nim  from  the  embarrass-  terized  by  a  leuco-phlegmatic  habit; 
ment  of  the  sick-room ;  and  the  more  pallidness  and  coldness  of  the  face ; 
experienced  may  be  reminded  by  those  lowness  of  spirits,  sometimes  amounting 
narratives  of  many  interesting  incidents  to  mental  despondency  ;  nervous  irrita- 
in  his  own   experience,  altliough  he  bility;   and,  in  some  cases,  deceptive 
may  not  learn  from  them  any  novel  hysterical  symptoms;  slight  transient 
facts.  paralytic  feeling;   giddiness;  intole- 

ranee  of  strong  liquors ;  a  weak  irregUi* 

Class  I.  The  Comatose  Affections,  lar  pulse;  transitory  sickness  and  faint- 

t:,     .      ,    r%     A       1  n^^.     In  some  cases,  in  exhausted 

istcixon  /.   On  Apoplexy.  constitutions,  an  increase  of  debility 

A  most  important  and  interesting  fea<  shortly  before  the  apoplectic  attack; 

ture  of  apoplexy — whether  idiopathic  in  others  a  wonderful  transition  from  a 

or  secondary,  of  the  simple  form  or  at-  state  of  mat  and  protracted  weakness 

tended  with  convulsions  or  palsv — is,  to  one  of  vehement  action  of  the  whole 

that  its  invasion  is  seldom  absolutely  vascular  system,   and  particularly  of 

sudden  and  without  premonitory  signs  the  arteries  about  the  head,  which  has 

—signs  sufficient  to  rouse  the  attention  required  the  loss  of  thirty  ounces  of 

of  the  patient,  or  of  a  vigilant  observer,  blood  from  the  temporal  arteries  before 

and  to  lead  to  precautions  by  which,  in  it  could  be  controled. 
many  cases,  the  complete  attack,  or  its       2.  Another  class  of  symptoms  refers 

fatal  consequences,  might  be  prevented,  to  the  state  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 

These  premonitory  symptoms   are.  In  some  cases  they  are  those  of  a  long 

indeed,    very    diversified :    sometimes  and  habitual  dyspeptic  affection,  with- 

they  are  long  antecedent  to  the  fit ;  out  head  symptoms  adequate  to  excite 

sometimes  pre-existing  only  for  a  few  a   suspicion    of    the    serious   disease 

days  or  hours;    sometimes   they  are  which  is  forming  in  the  brain.     Dys- 

cohtinued,  more  often  remittent.  peptic  symptoms  during    pregnancy, 

They  may  be  viewed  as  referring  and  appearing  to  proceed  from  utero- 

princi pally  either  to  the  functions  of  gestation,  are  sometimes  occasioned  by 

the  brain,  or  to  those  of  the  digestive  latent  disease  in  the  head,  which  is  to 

organs.  end  in  apoplexy.    Sudden  vomiting  is, 

1.  The  symptoms  chiefly  referrible  in  some  instances,  the  earliest  symptom 

to  the  nervous  and  sanguiferous  sys-  premonitory    of    the  most  dangerous 

terns  present    themselves  under    two  form  of  apoplexy :    in  one  case  there 

forms  :<—  was  vomiting  of  &11  the  ingesta  for  six 

a.  That  marked  by  plethora  in  the  weeks  before  the  fatal  coma  I  Costive- 
system,  or  by  increased  vascular  action  ness  is  a  frequent  precursor  of  san- 
about  the  head — the  common  form  of  guineous  apoplexy ;  and  the  interrup- 
sanguiaeous  apoplexy.    The  particular  tion  of  the  action  of  the  intestines  for  a 
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single  day  bas  had  an  injurious  effect  protracted  form  of  inflammation  in  the 

on  the  brain.  brain,  of  which  Cases  I.  IV.  VII.  are 

The  phenomena  of  the  fit  are  as  di-  examples ; 

▼ersified  as  those  of  the  anieoedent  On  organic  disease  in  the  encephalon, 

state,  e.  a, —  as  in  Case  X,,  the  symptoms  of  which 

a.  Sudden  profound  coma,  with  de-  —prolonged  vomiting  and  costiveness — 
pression  of  the  vital  powers,  or  syncope,  inoicated  rather  a  disease  in  the  intes- 
rapidly  fatal,  without  re-action.  tines  of  the  nature  of  ileus. 

b.  Coma,  more  gradual,  attended  with  The  slightest  symptoms  of  disorder 
a  momentary  depression  of  the  vital  in  the  head  supervening  on  other  dis- 
powers,  to  be  followed  by  strong  re-  eases,  particularly  in  a  cachectic  con- 
action  or  inflammatory  symptoms.  stitution,  require  the  most  vigilant  at- 

c.  Coma,,  with  a  full,  swollen,  heated  tention,  for  it  unfortunately  often 
state  of  the  head,  and  throbbing  of  the  happens  that  their  importance  is  not 
temporal  arteries ;  and  always  duly  estimated.    The  symptoms 

d.  Coma,  with  a  tumid,  pallid,  cold  of  the  primary  disease  sometimes  remit 
face,  and  cold  extremities,  but  with  a  or  disappear,  while  the  morbid  irrita- 
distinct  pulse — a  state  which  might  bility  and  plethoric  or  inflammatory 
easily  be  mistaken  for  one  of  collapse  diathesis  of  the  constitution  remains, 
of  the  vital  powers  from  a  sedative  in-  to  become  a  prolific  source  of  no  distant 
fluence,  and  in  which  an  error  in  ding-  danger.  In  some  cases  every  other 
nosis  would  lead  to  serious  conse-  symptom  of  this  antecedent  morbid 
quences.  A  most  impressive  example  of  state  disappears,  but  the  pulse  continues 
inis  variety  occurred  to  me  in  a  robust  high  ana  firm,  and  full  of  warning  to 
child,  three  vears  of  age,  who  was  one  the  practitioner.  Sometimes,  however, 
morning  suddenly  affected  with  ex-  even  the  pulse  is  deceptive,  and  falsely 
treme  languor,  paleness,  coldness,  and  betokens  convalescence. 

loss    of  sense— a  state    exhibiting  a  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  a  slow  full 

combination  of  lethargy  and  syncope :  pulse,  after  the  cure  of  an  inflammatory 

it  was  the  third  attacJC  of  a  similar  disease,  may  be  a  sign  merely  of  the 

nature  in  six  months.      There    was  exhausted  excitability  of  the  vascular 

evidence    of   a   torpid    liver    shortly  system.    I  have  known  it,  in  such  a 

before  the  attack,  which  fortunately  condition,    fall   from    80  to  40,  and 

suggested  the  appropriate  treatment.  excite  great  alarm,  yet  by  a  judicious 

Apoplexy  is  frequently  a  secondary  cordial  treatment  it  has  become  natu- 
affection,  supervening  on  various  dis-  ral,  and  been  followed  by  perfect  re- 
eases,  particularly           ^  covery;    more  generally,   however,  a 

On  gout,  and  that  with  fewer  pre-  slow  pulse,  after  an  inflammatory  or 

monitory  symptoms  than  usual ;  congestive  disorder,  should  be  viewed  as 

On  inflammation  in  the  lungs,  of  a  sign  of  danger  threateninc;  the  brain, 

which  Case  I.  is  an  example;  If  a  severe  disease  in  the  thoracic 

On  diseases  of  the  heart  and  aorta,  or  abdominal  viscera,  or  a  disease  from 

which  is  often  unsuspected ;  a  powerful  exciting  cause,  as  severe  ex- 

On  disorder  in  theliver,  particularly  posure  to  cold,  or  too  high  living,  has 

when  attended  with  Icterus,  or  with  not  been  treated  by  adequate  remedies, 

ascites ;  a  serious  secondary  brain  affection  may 

On  chronic  dropsical  affections,  in  often  be  expected ;   and  this  particu- 

which  the  febrileexcitement  has  seemed  larly,  if  the  tongue  remains  white  and 

to  have  conduced  to  the  cerebral  con-  loaded,  although  the  other  symptoms 

gestion ;  may  have  improved.      The  slightest 

On  protracted  inflammation  in  the  headache  is  in  this  state  important: 

stomacn  or  intestines,  in  a  scrofulous  if  it   is   neglected,   one   premonitory 

constitution ;  symptom  will  succeed  to  another ;  ful- 

On  disease  in  the  kidneys,  especially  ness  of  the  face,  noises  in  the  ears, 

when  attended  either  with  albuminous  vomiting,  and  a  sluw  unequal  pulse, 

urine,  or  with  a  suppression  of  urine;  until  shortly  the  paroxysm  sets  in  in 

On  disease  in  the  spinal  cord,  whether  its  full  force, 

acute  or  chronic,  or  which  Case  VIII.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed 

is  an  interesting  example ;  on  the  mind  of  the  practitioner,  that  the 

On  chronic  epilepsy,  as  in  Case  IX. ;  premonitory  symptoms  of  both  primary 

On  a  very  aeceptive  •remittent  and  und  secondary  apoplexy  are  orten  in- 
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adequate  8ij;n8  of  the  severe  attack  that  larly  from  the  temper^  artery,  is  a  bad 
is  forming  itself.  In  order  to  estimate  sign.  Reaction  following  a  depressiou 
aright  their  real  import,  the  character  of  the  vital  functions  is  not  of  itself  a 
of  uie  constitution  should  be  well  con-  ground  of  hope.  Coma  of  twelve  hours 
sidered,  and  not  merely  their  actual  auration  may  end  in  recovery ;  its  im- 
violence.  In  irritable, scrofulous.gouty,  portance  is  to  be  judged  of  more  from 
or  cachectic  constitutions,  symptoms  the  state  of  the  vital  functions  and 
apparently  insignificant  turn  out  to  be  of  those  of  the  spinal  cord,  than  from 
highly  important.  I  have  seen  in  a  its  mere  continuance:  and  even  ex- 
patient  with  a  constitution  broken  by  haustion  of  those  functions  is  not 
syphilis  and  mercury,  a  slight  head-  always  hopeless,  if  it  arise  from  in- 
ache,  attended  with  giddiness,  and  a  cidental  circumstances  rather  than  from 
slow  pulse,  unexpectedly  terminate  in  pressure  on  the  medulla  oblongata;  the 
fatal  coma.  Death  has  also  occurred,  recognition  of  the  former  cause  is 
in  such  a  subject,  unexpectedly, without  founded  on  the  regularity  of  the  pulse 
coma,  when  the  symptoms  appeared  and  of  the  breathing,  and  on  the  coma 
to  be  merely  a  threatening  of  an  apo-  being  less  profound.  Coma  succeeded 
plectic  attack,  the  only  alarming  symp-  bv  a  phrenitic  state  is  hopeless;  and 
tom  being  the  pulse  falling  to  46 !  also    when  following    bronchitis  :    in 

In  strumous  subjects,  also,  where  some  cases,  however,  profound  apoplexy, 
merely  slight  symptoms  of  encephalic  when  it  has  been  preceded  by  decisive 
disorder  —  as  heaaache,  vertigo,  con-  svmptoms  of  chronic  inflammation  in 
fusion  of  thought,  and  debility  of  mind  tne  brain,  is  not  fatal,  as  seen  in  Case 
— have  existed  for  some  time,  with  im-  XI Y. ;  but  there  is  great  danger  of  its 
paired  power  of  voluntarv  motion  of  recurrence,  at  an  uncertain  interval, 
any  part,  apoplexy  is  liable  to  be  in-  Apoplexy  succeeding  to  icterus,  and  to 
dnced  on  the  sli^test  occasion.  The  suppression  of  urine,  and  to  the  retro- 
vascular  system  in  such  subjects  is  so  cession  of  gout  or  of  erysipelas,  is 
irritable  or  so  weak,  that  when  the  generally  fatal.  Coma  after  concussion 
vessels  of  the  brain  are  distended  and  of  the  brain,  even  of  many  days  con- 
dilated  by  a  load  of  blood,  their  con-  tinuance,  but  not  profound,  is  not  hope- 
tractile  power  is  destroyed,  and,  in  less.  See  Case  XVI. 
consequence,    a   congestion,    at    first 

slight,  increases    progressively,    until  The  most  common  morbid  appearances 

the  apoplectic  condition  is  fully  formed,  in  apoplexy  are  excessive  enlargement 

In  such  subjects,  also,  a  previous  soften-  and  sanguineous  engor^ment  of  the 

ing  of  the  brain  favours  a  diffused  ef-  blood-vessels  in  the  brain.    This  state 

fusion  of  blood  th^t  is  inevitably  fatal,  is  seen  to  exist,  either  by  itself,  or  in 

It  is  consolatory^  however,  to  know,  complication  with  other  morbid  con- 
that,  in  many  cases,  severe  symptoms  ditions :  e.  g.  (a)  effusion  of  serum ; 
have  passed  harmlessly  away  on  a  (6)  effusion  of  blood,  circumscribed  or 
recourse  to  remedies,  or  even  without  diffused,  co-existing  with  simple  dilata- 
medicine,  bv  the  action  of  the  healinc^  tion  of  the  vessels,  or  with  disease  of 
powers  of  the  constitution,  manifested  their  coats ;  (c)  extensive  softening  or 
particularly  in  an  eruption  of  boils,  or  ulceration  of  the  medullary  substance 
of  erysipelas^  or  gout.  (Cases  II.  III.) ;  {d)  encysted  suppura- 
tion (Case  IV.)  J  (e)  tubercular  oisease 

The  prognoiis  is  bad  when  apoplexy  (Case  X.). 

is  the  sequel  of  severe  antecedent  dis-  In  cases  where  no  morbid  appearances 

ease.    Tonic  spasm,  involuntary  stools  are  found,  which  were  formerly  styled 

and^urine,  a  renewal  of  convulsions,  nervous   apoplexy,    and   more    lately 

dilated  pupils  after  a  contracted  state  of  simple  apoplexy, ~ it  is  not  to  be  in- 

them,  a  different  state  of  the  two  pupils,  ferred  that  this'  is  a  true  type  of  the 

'  as  one  being  fixed  and  dilated  while  the  vascular  condition  of  the  brain  at  the 

other  is  contracted,  a  quick  irregular  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  fit.    In  the 

pulsation  or  slow  pulse,  mucous  rattles  first  case  hereafter  narrated,  it  is  obvious 

m  the  throat,  and  a  failure  of  animal  that  the  active  treatment  shortly  before 

heat,  are  fatal  symptoms.     In  some  death  must  have  tended  to  e&ce  the 

cases  a  deceptive  amendment  is  seen  natural  characters  of  the  disease  during 

just    before    the    fatal    termination !  life :  and  death  itself  so  much  favours 

Black  blood  seen  in  bleeding,  particu-  the  contraction  of  the  previously  din- 
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tended  vessels,  and  even  the  absorption  the  brain  appears  to  be  referrible  to  the 
of  effused  serum,  as  to  produce  the  pressure  oftue  accumulated  blood;  and 
deceptive  negation  of  the  usual  ana-  partly  also,  to  the  influence  of  unde- 
tomical  characters.  carbonised  blood  on  the  medullary  sub- 
As  to  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  it  stance, — as  appears  from  the  fact  that 
is  evident,  £n>m  the  symptoms  and  the  the  coma  doea  not  always  go  off  as  soon 
morbid  appearances,  that  the  immediate  as  the  pressure  must  have  been  relieved 
cause,  in  a  large  majority  of  the  cases,  by  the  depletory  remedies. 
is  a  rush  of  blood  to  the  brain,  oc-  The  phenomena  have  been  referred 
casioned  by  the  vehement  action  of  its  by  some  pathologists  to  interruption  of 
arteries ;  and  it  is  probable  that  this  the  circulation  rather  than  to  the  in- 
spasmodic  action  of  the  vessels  con-  fluence  of  pressure ;  on  the  assumption 
tmues  until,  from  the  failure  of  the  that  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  whole 
respiratory  function,  black  blood  is  cir-  encephalon  is  invariable,  and  that  from 
culating  in  the  head.  And  indeed,  even  the  structure  of  the  skull  an  accumula- 
this  condition  of  venous  blood  being  in  tion  of  blood  can  only  take  place  in 
the  arteries  of  the  brain,  does  not .  one  order  of  the  cerebral  vessels,  the 
instantly  put  a  stop  to  the  excessive  other  orders  bein^  then  in  a  state  of 
vascular  action  ;  for  while  the  temporal  comparative  bloodlessness.  It  is,  in- 
arteries  have  been  violently  throbbing,  deed,  demonstrable  that  the  capillaries 
the  blood  drawn  from  them  has  been  and  the  large  vessels  of  the  head  are 
seen  to  be  black.  not  always  in  correlative  states  of 
It  is  no  disproof  of  this  view  of  the  plethora ;  and  it  is  equally  certain  that 
proximate  cause  of  the  fit,  that  some-  the  brain  does  suffer  in  its  function  from 
times,  from  the  moment  of  its  invasion,  a  load  of  blood  in  it.  I  have  seen  a 
the  pulsation  at  the  temples  is  low  and  case  of  hydrocephalus,  in  which  the 
the  mce  cold ;  for  the  capillary  branches  coma  was  relieved  on  the  sutures  giving 
of  the  internal  carotids  are  un  question-  way,  and  widely  separating;  a  proof 
ably  sometimes  in  high  action  when  that  the  brain  had  been  suffering  from 
the  branches  of  the  external  carotids  compression. 

are  in  an  opposite  condition*  This  view  .  This  view  of  the  pathology  of  the 
is  easily  understood  from  hydraulic  disease  refers  to  the  cases  that  more 
principles,  and  is  confirmed  by  the  fact,  commonly  come  under  medical  obser* 
that  on  lessening  the  determination  of  vation.  There  is  also  a  class  of  facts 
blood  to  the  brain,  the  circulation  in  that  renders  it  probable  that  the  apo- 
the  exterior  of  the  head  is  seen,  in  plectic  engorgement  of  the  brain  is  not 
these  cases,  to  become  excited.  invariably  attended  with  high  action  of 
It  is  not  manifest  that  venous  con-  its  vessels ;  e.  y.  in  apoplexy  from  a 
gestion  is  ever  the  immediate  cause  sun-stroke  in  hot  climates,  and  from 
of  the  apoplectic  state.  Even  in  the  lightning ;  in  which  cases  the  vessels 
case  that  most  favours  this  supposition,  are  turgid,  and  extremely  relaxed  and 
— in  apoplexy  connected  with  disease  dilated,  as  if  their  contractile  power 
of  the  thoracic  aorta  jor  of  the  heart,  had  been  rapidly  and  entirely  destroyed 
the  accumulated  blood  in  the  veins  by  the  peculiar  influence  of  the  exciting 
appears  to  act  as  an  irritant  to  the  cause.  I  have  seen  also  this  state  of 
capillaries  of  the  brain,  which  are  thus  the  head  in  a  man  found  on  the  sea- 
excited  to  spasmodic  action ;  or  the  shore  dead  from  drunkenness.  In  the 
apoplectic  congestion  may  be  explained  fatal  lethargy  from  intense  cold,  also,  a 
on  the  supposition,  that  in  the  irritable  similar  state  of  atony  and  fulness  of 
state  of  me  vascular  and  nervous  the  vessels  of  the  brain  seems  to  be  in- 
systems,  so  often  attendant  on  disease  duced  :  and  it  is  probable  that  the  con- 
of  the  heart  and  arteries,  the  ordinary  dition  of  the  brain  is  similar  in  the 
mental  and  physical  agents  become  slow  invasion  of  coma  from  narcotic 
sources  of  irritation  to  the  cerebral  poisons,  particularly  hemlock,  and  from 
vessels,  which  then  pump  up  an  inor-  foxglove,  and  from  prussic  acid,  when 
dinate  quantity  of  blood  into  the  brain,  the  dose  was  insufficient  to  kill  in- 
This  reaso'hing  may  also  be  applied  to  stantly. 

an  apoplectic  state  supervening  on  the        The  effusion  of  serum  does  not  seem 

whooping  cough.  to  be  in  any  case  the  cause  of  the  in- 

The  suspension  of  the  functions  of  vasion  of  apoplexy ;  it  certainly  serves 
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to  maintain  thecomatosestate,althoagb       The  importance  of  regulating  the 

it  probably  contribates  less  to  it  than  diet,  of  promoting  the  excretions,  and 

the  vascular  congestion  does.  of  avoiding  or  removing  the  ordinary 

The  diffused  effusion  of  blood  ap-  causes  ofezcitement,  is  well  recognised; 

pCRTS  to  be  more  closely  related  to  the  and  in  the  slighter  threatening  of  the 

attendant  softening  of  the  brain  than  disease  it  may  lie  sufficient  to  cut  the 

as  a  mere  coincident.  Extensive  soften-  hair,  and  to  enjoin  the  nse  of  parga- 

ing  seems,  in  Cases  1 1.  Ill,  to  have  tives  and  the  cold  affusion.    A  clo«e 

persisted  for  some  time,  and  to  have  examination  of  cases,  however,  will 

given  a  predisposition    to    the    san-  show  that  oftentimes  reliance  is  placed 

guineous  effusion  on  the  occurrence  of  on  these  means  when  the  treatment 

active  determination  of  blood  to  the  should  have  been  more  active.    Purga- 

head.     It  is  obvious  that,  in  such  an  tives  and  low  diet  are  not  always  safe 

antecedent  state,  a  very  slight  increase  sabstitutes  for  the  abstraction  of  blood, 

in  the  momentum  of  the  circulation  The  first  of  the  cases  below  described 

would  be  likely  to  terminate  in  effn-  shows  that  the  omission  of  bleeding  in 

sion.     This  softening  is  not  always  the  previous  stage  m.i'y  not  be  repaired 

relerrible  to  inflammation  in  the  brain :  hj  tne  most  vigorous  use  of  later  teme- 

it  appears  sometimes  to  arise  from  de-  dies ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  early 

fective  nutrition  of  the  organ,  as  in  symptoms  that  have  not  yielded  to  free 

Case  III.,  where  it  was  connected  with  purging  have  instantly  given  way  to  a 

poverty  and  mental  depression.  single  cupping  or  venesection.   General 

The  apoplectic  engorgement  con-  bleeding  is  preferable  in  most  cases  to 
nected  with  previous  protracted  inflam-  leeching,  and  even  in  weak  subjects 
mation  in  the  brain,  is  well  exemplifled  leeches  are  inferior  to  the  eopping- 
in  Cases  I.  lY.  and  VII.  This  inflam-  glasses.  It  is  necessary,  indeea,  to 
matory  state  is  especially  insidious ;  it  remember,  that  when  the  brain  has  long 
is  not  adequately  manifested  in  the  been  in  a  state  of  congestion,  a  smaU 
state  of  the  pulse,  or  in  the  symp-  bleeding  may  induce  fainting,  and  in 
tomatic  fever ;  and  when  its  outset  has  one  case  it  was  followed  by  unexpected 
been  strongly  marked,  its  remissions  death.  The  operation  had  therefore 
are  fatally  deceptive.  In  a  scrofulous  better  be  done  in  the  horizontal  pos- 
constitution  it  is  sometimes  very  acute,  ture,  and  the  patient  precluded  from 
and  rapidly  fatal ;  more  generally,  exertion  after  it. 
however,  it  IS  languid  and  chronic.  In  Of  purgatives,  those  are  preferable 
other  cachectic  affections,  also,  it  is,  as  which  produce  waterv  stools,  as  ela- 
might  be  expected,  of  an  asthenic  terium  and  croton-oil,  or  jalap  and 
character ;  in  a  patient  in  broken  health  gamboee,  with  senna  and  neutral  salts, 
from  visceral  disease,  in  whom  severe  The  addition  of  meadow  safiron  vine- 
headache,  vertigo,  confusion  of  thought,  gar  to  the  black  draught  adds  much  to 
squinting,  convulsion,  and  coma  super-  the  hydragogue  effect,  and  powerfully 
vened,  the  sole  anatomical  characters  relieves  the  head, 
were  turgid  and  relaxed  vessels,  and  The  utility  of  various  means  of 
effusion  of  serum  into  the  ventricles.  counter  -  irritation   and  revulsion,    in 

In  gouty  subjects  aix)plexy  is  usually  averting  a  threatened  attack,  is  abun- 

connected  with  intense  vascular  excite-  dantly  established ;    one  of  the  best 

ment  in  the  membranes  of  the  brain ;  measures  is  an  issue  in  the  scalp,  made 

and  with  effusion  of  blood  in  the  ven-  by  an  incision,  and  stimulated  to  a  free 

tricles,  without  softening  of  the  me-  discharge  by  proper  dressings, 
dullary  sub^nnce.  The    cold    afiiision,    especially   the 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remark  on  the  shower-bath,  has  appeared  in  high- 
importance  of  prompt  treatment  where-  blooded  subjects  to  excite  a  dangerous 
ever  strorii»  premonitory  symptoms  are  reaction ;  in  some  cases  cold  washing 
instant ;  ii  may  not,  however,  be  need-  instantly  after  a  sub-tepid  lotion  has 
less  to  urge  attention  to  the  remote  answered  better, 
causes,  as  wellas  to  the  actual  symptoms,  When  head-symptoms  occur  in  the 
as  a  guide  to  practice;  a  strong  ex-  course  of  other  diseases  whrch  persist 
citing  cause  will  be  followed  by  a  with  the  secondary  affection,  the  atten- 
strong  disease,  although  the  fiyrnptoms  tion  is  sometimes  fixed  on  the  primary 
do  not  always  manifest  its  real  sevcri ty .  disease,  to  t  he  neglect  of  the  brtun  affec- 
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tion,  or  a  delusive  hope  is  entertained,  quences  of  being  content  with  m^relf 

that  ihelatter,  being  sympathetic,  will  a  mitigation  of  tne  premonitory  symp- 

aubside  with  the  former  without  any  toms.     It  is,  indeed,  natural  to  feel  un» 

specific  treatment.  willing  to  excite  alarm  by  proposing 

AVhen  the  head^isorder  has  been  active  measures  or  disagreeable  restric- 

preceded  by  pulmonary  sjrmptojns,  ex-  tion,  when  the  peremptory  necessity 

treme  caution  is  required  in  the  use  of  for  them  is  not  oovious  to  the  patient 

narcotics.    In  such  a  case,  in  an  adult,  himself.    It  will,  however,  conauce  to 

I    have  seen  fatal    apoplexy  after   a  a  more  complacent  retrospect  of  one's 

quarter  of  a  grain  of  muriate  of  mor-  professional  life,  to  have  acted  in  these 

phia,  given  to  relieve  sleeplessness.    In  brain  disorders,  at  least,  on  the  prin- 

this  complication  of  diseases,  also,  the  ciple  that  it  is  safer  to  treat  slight 

inhalation  of  hot  vapour  for  the  bron-  symptoms  by  active  remedies  for  a  few 

chial  irritation  has  seemed  to  favour  days,  than  to  allow  a  serious  disease  to 

the  comatose  attack.  form  itself  by  an  erroneous  leniency. 

The  utmost  caution  is  required,  also,  Treatment  of  Apoplexy  in  theJU. — 

in  the  use  of  tonics,  and  of  iodine,  in  It  is  a  most  important  general  principle 

strumous  subjects,  in  whom  the  con-  of  the  treatment,  not  to  trust  to  any  one 

stitntional  debility  may  seem  to  be  the  remedy,  however  vigorously  employed, 

chief  object  of  practice.    In  one  case  but  to  institute  a  well-combined  system 

of  slight  but  protracted  headache  and  of  means.     Blood-letting  is  of  course 

coufi^h,  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  first  remedy :  it  would  often  be 

wealness,  very  small  doses  of  the  tine-  more  efficacious  if  it  were  more  rapid 

tnreof  muriate  of  iron  with  laudanum,  and  extensive.    In  two  of  the  subse* 

repeated  only  for  three  days,  occasioned  quent  cases  it  was  carried  to  the  extent 

profound  apoplexy.    In  another  case,  of  fifty  o;ances  and  upwards,  at  one 

of  disease  in  the  liver,  with  ascites,  time,  with  the  best  effect.    In  one  case 

head-symptoms,  that  at  first  appeared  the  veins  of  both  arms  were  opened 

of  little  moment,  passed  into  a  fatal  together.    In  another  case,  when,  from 

affection — mercury  with   opium,   and  severe  tonic  spasm  of  the  arms,  it  was 

wine  and  porter  for  the  exhaustion  impossible  to  open  a  vein  there,  thirty 

consec^uent  on  diarrhoea,  being  per-  ounces  were  obtained  in  a  continued 

sisted  m,  while  the  appropriate  reme-  stream  from  the  temporal  artery.    The 

dies  for  the  brain-symptoms  were  post-  good  effect  of  free  bleedin?  from  ex* 

poned.    Mischief  has  also  followed  an  tensive  incisions  in  the  scup  iti  to  be 

attempt  to  check  a  diarrhoea  co-existinc^  seen   in    another   of  the    cases;    no 

with  headache;  in  this  case  opium  and  leeching  could  have  acted  so  rapidly 

digitalis  seemed  alike  injurious;  indeed,  and  beneficially.     To  bleed  from  an 

the  latter  medicines  appear  to  have  artery  and  vein  at  the  same  time,  will, 

been  often  injurious  in  head  affections—  in  some  cases,  be  good  practice;  and 

a  comatose  tendency,  which  has  passed  cupping-glasses  on  the  scalp  seem  al* 

into   serous   apoplexy,  has  come  on  ways  preferable  to  leeches, 

while  foxglove  was  given  largely  for  When  a  large  abstraction  of  blood 

dropsy :  tnis  drug  appears  to  weaken  has  failed  to  relieve   the  coma,   and 

the  vessels  of  the  heaa,  so  that,  on  a  when  tonic  spasms  have  succeeded,  ft 

slight  excitement  of  the  circulation,  will  be  better  to  abstain  fh>m  further 

a  serious  passive  congestion  is  con-  bleeding  in  any  mode;  a  second  bleeding 

seouent  in  such  circumstances,  even  to  a  small 

Serious  consequences  have  also  arisen  quantity,  will  sometimes  induce  con- 

firom  regarding   head   symptoms    as  vulsions,  and  bring  disgrace  on  the 

merely  symptomatic  of  worms ;  a  view  practitioner ;  and  to  bleed  at  all,  after 

which  has  obtained  a  seneral  reception  the  ooma  has  been  followed  by  involun<« 

from  the  fact  that  alarming  nervons  tarv  stools  and  tonic  spasms,  and  a 

symptoms  have  vanished  on  using  an  failing  pulse,  will  be  fruitless,  if  not 

efficacious  vermifuge,  pernicious. 

Harm  has  also  arisen  from  trusting  The  cold-dash,  or  a  continued  stream 

to  mercury  alone,  when  bleeding  ana  of  cool  water  on  the  head,  is  a  most 

purging  should  have  been  premised.  ^  powerful  remedy,  and  is  particularly 

Many  experienced  pracbtibners  wiU  useful  in  apoplectic  puerperal  convul- 

have  seen  reason  to  regret  the  conse-  rions,  and  in  the  convulsions  of  chiU 
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dren.     When  bleeding  has   failed  to  hot  bath,  so  commdnly  deemed  a  patta- 

carry  off  the  coma,  the  cold  affusion  cea  for  the  convulsions  of  children,  is 

has  quickly  restored  sensation.  not  safe  in  the  apoplectic  state  :    a 

Acurrentof  cool,  or,  at  least,  of  fresh  stimulant  clyster  ana  a  sinapism  will 

air,  is  nearly  of  equal  importance  with  be  the  safest  me^s  of  promoting  re- 

the  cold  affusion.  action. 

Purgative  clysters  should  never  be       The  continuance  of  coma  after  the 

omitted;    and  the  decoction  of  senna  use  of  active  remedies  is  naturally  a 

with  salts  is  better  than  turpentine,  in  source  of  an&iety  to  the  attendants ; 

the  comatose  state,  while  the  pulse  is  experience  shows  that  the  best  ctfurse 

high.    When  the  power  of  swallowing  in  such  a  case  is  to  drop  ether  on  the 

is  restored,  the  croton  oil  is  invaluable;  head,  administer  a  turpentine  or  assa- 

and    when    merely    dropped    on   the  ftstida  clyster,  to  applv  stimulant  em>- 

tongue,  without  being    swallowed,  it  brocations  on  the  back,  and  sinapisms 

may  excite  purging.     Cooling  purga-  on  the  calves  of  the  legs,  and,  in  the 

tives  should  be  persisted  in  as  long  as  paticneeofhope,  to  avoid  over-officious- 

the  tongue  remains  white  and  dry  :  ne»s.       In  some  cases  the  coma  has 

calomel,  with  gamboge,  and  the  decoc-  continued  for  twelve  hours,  and  then 

tion  of  senna,  with  soda  and  Glauber's  the  salutary  effects   of  the  remedies 

salts  and  tartarizedanti(nony,have  beei\  have  shown  themselves, 
found  the  best  combinations.     In  some        In  apoplexy  from  narcotic  poisons, 

cases,  aloes  and  colocynth  have  been  it  is  of  consequence  not  to  omit  reme- 

chiefly  trusted  to,  with  an  unsatisfactory  dies  for  the  state  of  the  brain,  while 

effect^  one's  efforts  are  directed  to  evacuate 

Mercury  is  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  the  noxious  matter:  in  poisoning  from 

to  bleeding;    it  prevents  or  cures  that  opium  and  alcohol,  bleeding  and  the 

slow  inflammation  which  is  too  apt  to  cold  stream  on  the  head  may  be  as  ne- 

follow  apoplexy.     It  appears  from  a  cessary  as  the  stomach-pump, 
careful  comparison  of  cases,  that  even  (To  be  continaed.] 

large  bleedings,    when   mercury    has 

been  neglected,  have  been  less  sue-  NOTICE 

cessful  thian  less  profuse  bleeding  with  or 

mercury.     The  bichhride  will  often  be       THE  MEDICAL  ORGANIZATION, 

found  more  powerful  than  calomel :  it  STUDIES   &c.  IN  ITALY 

has  a  stronger  and  quicker  influence  on  '      ' 

the    secements    and  excernents,  and  ^^  Edwin  Lbb,  Esq. 

thus  quickly  relieves  the  plethoric  state.  (For  the  London  Medical  Oazetle.J 

Have  not  Emetics,  once  a  favourite  [Continued  from  p.  443.] 

rractice,  gone  too  much  out  of  use  P  ^  
t  is  a  common  idea  that  they  favour  a  Studenls—  ueipihie^Examinaiwnt. 
dangerous  congestion  of  blood  in  the  Jhe  Archbishop  of  Seleucia  says,  in 
head:  this  possible  effect  has,  in  my  his  project  of  reform,  **the  celebrated 
exfierience,  been  more  than  compen-  Antonio  Canova  was  indignant  at  the 
sated  by  the  consequent  depression  sight  of  so  great  a  number  of  young 
of  vascular  action ;  at  least,  when  the  men  brought  up  to  the  art  of  sculpture, 
vomiting  has  ensued  from  colchicum :  saying,  that  the  great  number  of  them 
and  when  the  immediate  exciting  cause  obliged  to  exist  upon  their  own  ve- 
of  the  coma  is  in  the  stomach,  common  sources  could  afford  no  service  to  the 
sense  amd  experience  agree  in  point*  art  nor  to  society.  Wiih  the  same  feel- 
ing out  an  emetic.  An  easy  disgorging  ings,  diose  persons  who  have  an  in- 
of  the  stomach  may  generally  be  ob-  terest  in  the  prosipcrity  of  States,  and 
tained  by  a  strong  infusion  of  ipeoa*  m,  th«  splendour  of  chisMcal  studie.-*, 
tu^nha  .with  soda,  which  is  t>referable  regard  the  useless  muhitadc  which  de- 
to  giving  the  powder.  dicates  itself  to  literary  04ilti vation. 

In  that  somewhat  perplexing  case^        "  If  it  be  true,  thai  society  cannot 

of  sodden  eoma  attended  with  a  de-  subsist   and  develop  itself  except  by 

pression  of  the  vital  functions,  which  favouring  literature,  it  ik  ncvertnelei^s 

might  seem  to  sog^st  the  use  of  diffu*  clear  that  a  certain  restriction  of  the 

sibTe  stimulants,   it  has  been  fonnd  dumber  of  those  who  cultivate  ft  ought 

that  cold  to  the  head,  and  warmth  (e  to  be   established.     -Society  requires 

the  feet,  is  the  best  cordial ;  and  the  only  a  given  number  of  philosophers, 


MEDICAL  ORGANIZATION,  STUDIES,  &c.  IN  ITALY.  575 

pbysician^,  lawyers,  &c.  because  it  qnence  of  the  adoption  of  the  soye- 
cannot  support  all  those  whom  an  in-  reignty  of  the  people  as  an  axiom  of 
considerate  caprice  impels  into  those  public  right ;  no  intellectual  vocation, 
different  directiojos.  Consequently,  in-  because  the  system  of  instruction  ren- 
dividuals  on  leaving  the  scientific  in-  ders  every  man  fit  for  every  thing,  and 
stitutions,  (with  the  exception  of  n  is  conducted  in  such  a  manner  that  he 
limited  number)  are  exposed  to  the  is  not  particularly  fitted  for  anything, 
want  of  bread;  they  annoy  the  govern-  There  is,  then,  no  reason  to  be  sur- 
ments  by  repeated  solicitation  of  em-  prised  that  this  overwhelming  torrent 
plojment  and  assistance ;  but  they  do  should  break  through  the  defences 
BO  in  vain,  for  it  is  impossible  to  meet  raised  by  the  authorities,  and  that  it 
all  the  exigencies  thus  occasioned.  In  should  threaten  not  only  the  political 
this  manner,  having  from  their  infancy  constitution,  but  also  the  social  exist- 
unadvisedly  chosen  their  profession,  ence  in  its  more  important  founda- 
thejr  find  themselves  exposed  to  pciss  tions.  It  was  estimated  a  few  years 
their  days  in  neelectand  misery,  dis-  ago,  that  of  35,000  pupils  in  the  small 
satisfied  with  themselves  and  with  seminaries  of  France,  5000  only  were 
others.  If  to  these  considerations  it  be  destined  for  the  priesthood.  Thus  (it 
added,  that  many  of  them  are  not  was  said)  there  are  at  least  25,000  in di- 
adapted  to  acquire  a  high  reputation,  viduals  (even  admitting  that  many  of 
and  a  position  with  respect  to  fortune  them  were  in  a  certain  position  with 
corresponding  to  their  literarv  educa-  respect  to  fortune)  cast  every  seven 
tion,  it  may  easily  be  perceived  to  what  years  upon  the  secular  part  of  society, 
dangers  society  is  continually  exposed,  half-instructed,  and  reaay  to  encumber 
and  what  bad  services  it  may  expect  the  schools  of  law  and  medicine,  which 
from  these  young  men,  with  scanty  arc  their  only  refuge  against  starvation, 
knowledge  and  fortune.  Let  us  hope  because  none  of  them  would  return  to 
that  when,  by  means  of  better  regula-  the  plough  from  whence  he  was  taken, 
tions,  and  the  progress  made  in  the  After  these  statistical  calculations, 
arts  and  in  industry,  the  inferior  orders  come  epigrams,  more  or  less  witty,  of 
will  have  reason  to  think  themselves  lawyers  without  clients,  doctors  with- 
happy  in  their  proper  position,  we  out  patients,  masters  without  scholars ; 
shall  see  arrested  the  torrent  of  this  which  calculations  and  epigrams  might 
mass  of  writers,  who,  without  vocation,  be  translated  as  follows : — either  public 
and  God  knows  how,  sometimes  with  instruction  is  badly  distributed,  or  the 
negative  dispositions,  besiege  at  the  students  arrive  in  the  faculties  with^ 
present  day  the  portals  of  the  Uni-  too  scanty  guarantees  for  the  security 
versity."  of  society. 

These  reflections,  made  with  refer-  •  The  mode  in  which  all  the  states  of 
ence  to  Italy,  will  likewise  be  just  Italy  are  constituted,  with  an  organi- 
when  applied  to  France,  inasmuch  as  aation  nearly  homogeneous,  still  pre- 
that  which  in  Italy  is  expressed  as  a  serves  the  difference  in  che  condition 
means  of  prevention,  is  already  verified  of  their  aristocracy  and  their  agricul- 
in  France  by  the  course  of  events.  The  tural  population,  which  separation  is 
principle  of  political  equality,  which  general  and  well-defined.  The  middle 
is  serviceable  as  a  bamer  against  the  class,  mixed  up  with  the  industrial  and 
pretensions  of  the  old  aristocracy,  by  operative  classes,  does  not  present  a  very 
penetrating  into  the  modes  of  educa-  marked  individuality.  Tneapprehen- 
tion,  has  produced  a  general  change  in  sion  cannot,  therefore,  be  reasonably 
the  classes.  With  a  little  Latin  and  entertained  of  seeing  places  invaded  by 
Greek  in  his  head,  a  little  mental  ac-  those  upon  whom,  in  Fr&nce,  power 
tivity,  with  the  instances  before  him  of  and  influence  have  devolved.  Indus- 
rapid  fortunes,  the  fruits  of  talent  or  trial  celebrities,  artimns.  raised  above 
audacity,  each  one  has  thought  him-  their  original  condition,  are  rarely  m«t 
self  predestined  to  an  exceptional  po-  with  in  Italy.  There,  liberalism,  the 
■ition,  and  has  thrown  himself  upon  faithful  expression  of  moral  and  rational 
the  public,  seeking  everywhere  a  step-  iirogress,  is  concentrated  among  the 
ping-stone  wherewith  to  raise  himself  lawyers  and  physicians,  but  there  does 
above  the  multitude.  There  is  now  no  not  exist  below  these,  as  in  France, 
restraint  as  formerly,  no  direction  of  (especially  since  1830)  a  numerous elais 
the  Government  since  1830,  in  conse-  of  eloquent  proletairet,  who  have  an 
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interest  in  exciting  revolution ;  conse-  ment,  each  paying;  thirty  francs  a 
quently,  the  admission  to  the  Italian  month  for  his  board  and  lodging. 
Universities  need  not  be  e^iarded  by  At  Naples,  the  govemiAent  founded, 
too  many  difficulties.  With  respect  about  thirty  years  ago,  a  kind  of  pen- 
to  knowledge,  the  presentation  of  a  dt-  sionate  for  lOO  students,  in  order  to 
ploma  of  bachelor  m  philosophy ;  with  improve  the  study  of  medicine,  and  at 
respect  to  morals,  a  certificate  of  good  the  same  time  as  a  means  of  preserving 
conduct  from  tiie  |)riest ;  with  respect  the  youth  from  the  corruptions  of  the 
to  means,  the  deposit  of  a  sum  required  capital.  For  a  moderate  annual  con- 
for  five  years'  study  :  such  are  generally  tribution  they  receive  instruction, 
the  preventive  guarantees  required  board  and  lodging,  are  subject  to  a 
from  every  Italian  student.  regular  discipline,  and  are  under  the 

In  some  countries,  however,  more  is  direction  of  tne  junta  of  public  instnic- 
required.  In  the  Faculties  of  Pied-  tion.  Their  professors,  elected  by 
mont,  inquiry  is  made  with  respect  to  concours,  are  regarded  as  substitutes 
the  position  of  the  student's  family,  in  the  faculty  of  medicine.  They  wear 
the  means  which  they  possess,  and  the  an  uniform,  and  are  admitted  only  after 
avocation  of  the  father.  The  magisirati  an  examination  in  Latin  and  in  licera- 
della  riforma  are  likewise  enjoined  not  tnre.  Five  yeara  are  allowed  them  to 
to  admit  persons  of  low  extraction,  or  take  a  degree  in  the  medical  or  surgical 
inferior  condition,  to  the  acquisition  of  profession ;  at  the  same  time  they  im- 
academical  degrees,  unless  they  have  prove  themselves  in  languages,  mathe- 
exhibited  proof  of  more  than  ordinary  matics,  and  philosophy, 
talent.  It  may  be  questioned  whether  The  administration  of  this  establish- 
the  ma^strate  has  been  often  oblieed  ment  is  confided  to  a  special  com- 
to  exercise  tJiis  right  of  exclusion,  be-  mission,  and  the  instruction  to  eighteen 
cause  the  necessary  pecuniary  sacri-  professors,  assisted  by  six  inspectors  of 
fices  required  for  university  studies  the  studies.  At  the  expiration  of  each 
would  mostly  suffice  to  retain  in  indus-  year  the  pupils  under^  a  public  ex- 
trial  avocations  those  who  might  other-  amination,  under  the  direction  of  these 
wise  bft  tempted  to  leave  them.  In  latter.  Any  one  may  interrogate  them, 
order  to  prove  this  fact,  it  will  suffice  and  if  they  answer  successfully  they 
to  indicate  the  number  of  students  in  pass  to  the  superior  grades,  and  receive 
each  university,  as  compared  with  the  the  diploma  of  the  faculty :  the  most 
population  of  the  different  states.  distinguished  of  them,  after  five  years' 

Pavia  and  Padua,  the  resorts  of  stu-  study,  obtain  the  Laureate  without  pay- 
dents  of  the  Austrian  territory,  not  only  ing  any  fees  to  the  University,  as  a 
as  far  as  the  Adriatic,  but  even  to  the  recompense  for  their  conduct,  it  is,  in 
districttowhich  the  infiuence  of  Vienna  fact,  a  kind  of  polytechnic  school  of 
extends,  have  never  exceeded— the  medicine,  as  a  great  number  of  indi- 
former  900,  the  latter  1800  students ;  of  viduals  from  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
whom  450  of  the  one,  and  600  of  the  College  are  destined  to  supply  the  pub- 
other,  were  medical.  Besides,  there  has  lie  services  of  the  kingdom, 
been  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  Besides  this  jieculiarity,  Nanles  dif- 
number  of  late  years.  Padua,  especi-  fers  from  other  cities  in  Italy  and  France 
ally,  has  seen  the  personel  of  its  faculty  in  the  circumstancei.  that,  in  addition 
diminish  in  a  most  discouraging  manner,  to  the  University  courses,  private  in- 

The  number  at  Bologna  nad  not  ex-  struction  has  acouired  a  great  develop- 
ceeded  500  (of  whom  1  So  medical).  At  ment,  and  the  lectures  of  professors 
Yiennait  is  restricted  to  300  (100  medi-  surpass  in  importance  those  of  the 
cal  and  150  law).  Pisa  has  generally  official  professors.  This  liberty  of 
had  from  600  to  700  students  (about  teaching  conse(^uently  produces  a  fa- 
200  medical).  In  these  two  last-named  cilit v  in  collecting  6tu<tents  into  par- 
universities  the  communes  of  Tuscany  ticular  boarding-houses,  w^bich  are  fre- 
maintain  100  students  gratuitously.  quently  kept  by  the  professors,  or  by 

Students  in  Italy,  once  admitted  to  persons  selected  or  autnorised  by  them, 

the  Universitv,  are  free  to  live  in  what-  Students  are,  therefore,  not  left  abso- 

ever  part  of  the  town  they  please,  ex-  lutely  to  themselves,  but  they  are  at 

cept  at  Modena  and  at  Naples.    In  the  liberty  to   change   their  master  and 

former,  they  all  live  in  an  establish-  lodgings  whenever  they  please. 

ment  which  depends  upon  the  govern-  otuoents  in  Piedmont  provide  their 
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own  lodgings,  but  it  m  st  be  in  a  dates,  who  placed  themselves  behind 

lodging-house  approved  by  their  su-  him,  and  facing  their  judges.      The 

periors.     They  are  obliged  to  return  trial  of  each  consisted  merely  in  the 

home  on  the  approach  of  night,  in  oral  exposition  of  a  text  of  Hippocra- 

order  to  prevent  them  from  frequently  tes ;  the  argumentation  was  restricted 

resorting  to  the  theatres,  balls,  or  public  to  a  question,  followed  by  an  answer  as 

amusements.    They  are  likewise  pro-  short  as  possible.    There  w*'as  no  actual 

hibited  from  entering  eafis,  or  other  discussion,  but  in  its  stead  salutations, 

places  where   games    of   chance    are  exaggerated  compliments,   given  and 

played,   under  the  penalty  of   losing  received  with  an  admirable  sangfroid, 

fifteen  or  twenty  days  of  their  lectures,  and  which  imparted  to  the  ceremony  a 

Theassiduity  of  attendance  is  proved  character  of  mere  external  formality, 

by  certificates  given  by  the  professors  After  this  trial,  if  such  it  can  be  called, 

every   two  months ;    who,    moreover,  the  Chancellor  asked  the  as&eut  of  the 

devote  one  day  of  the  week  to  directly  professors,  who  gave  it  unanimously, 

interrogating  them— thus  the  student  The  law  was  then  read,  conferring  upon 

cannot  escape  their  vigilance.      Every  the  newlyelected  the  right  of  practising, 

month  the  student  must  present  a  cer-  The  Promotort  invested  them  with  the 

tificate  of  having  confessed  himself:  professional    insignia,     after    having 

this    regulation    likewise   holds   good  made  them  successively  swear,  knsel- 

during  vacation.      He  is  enjoined  to  ins  upon  the  works  of  Hippocrates, 
receive    the    communion   at   least  at        Then  be^n  the  discourse  of   the 

Easter,  and  to  attend  on  Sundays  and  before-mentioned  orator,  who  this  year 

holy  days  divine  service  in  the  oratory  was  the  professor  of  botany.    He  spoke 

of  the  University,  and  in  the  presence  in  Latin,  and  at  great  length ;    his 

of  the  professors  of  each  faculty.  reasoning  seemed   to   have   reference 

Medicine  appears  to  be  in  a  very  rather  to  a  religious  question  than  to 

backward  state  in  the  Duchy  of  Mo-  scientific  facts.      All  the   eighteenth 

dena,  where,  according  to  M.  Combes,  century  and  its  most  illustrious  names^ 

doctrinal  tradition  is  preserved  intact.  Voltaire,  Maupertuis,   were   violently 

There,  no  one  is  allowed  to  question  the  attacked,  and  accused  of  materialism, 

Hippocratical  test— a  sacred  ark  which  as  were  likewise  the  greater  part  of 

none    may    touch    without  sacrilege,  our  modern  celebrated   men,  Geofilroy 

The  following  is  an  account  of  a  pub-  Saint-Hilaire,    Dutrochet,     Bory    de 

lie  session,  at  which  M.  Combes  was  Saint-Yincent,    &c.      He   fulminated 

present :—  against  human  pride,  the  source  of  that 

On  the  5th  of  July,  1841,  in  the  pretension  to  generalise  with  which 

capital  of  this  Duchy,  which  is  smaller  France  appeared  to  be  agitated,  and  he 

than    many    departments  of   France,  finished    with   an  invocation   to   tbe 

the  termination  of  the  scholastic  year,  Almighty  and  Omnipresent  God.    Ex- 

and  the  conferring  upon  ten  students  cept  tne  preamble,  it  all  savoured  more 

the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  were  of  a  sermon  than  a  philosophical  dis- 

celebrated.    Th^  meeting  was  presided  sertation,  and  from  the  pulpit  might 

over  by  a  priest,  who  arrived  in  a  have  appeared  opportune  and  useful, 

carriage,  and  was  received  with  the  but  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present 

greatest  distinction,  his  entrance  being  it  was,  at  all  events,  out  of  season, 
announced  bv  noisy  music.     This  was        The  ceremony  being  concluded,  the 

the  Grand  Chancellor,  the  head   of  music  again  sounded,  and  the  ten  new 

public   instruction.      The    assembly,  doctors  reconducted  the  Grand  Chan- 

though  not  public,  was  numerous  and  cellor  to  his  carriage, 
solemn ;  but  this  scenic  demonstration        How  can  such  a  fact  evei*  be  recon- 

bore  a  character  of  gravity  and  strange-  ciled  with  the  events  of  our  epoch  ? 

ness  which,  if  in  France,  would  require  Pure  Hippocratisni,  and  a  sermon  for 

one's  ideas  to  be  carried  back  a  hundred  an    academical    discourse  !    how   can 

years  from  the  present  time.  these  strange  things  take  place  amidst 

The  candidates  descended  to  the  gate  the  medical  movement  of  Europe,  even 
to  receive  the  Grand  Chancellor,  domed  if  the  science  be  supnoBed  stationary  in 
in  characteristic  black  robes.  When  some  places  P  Such  is  the  problem 
the  preeident  had  taken  his  place,  the  which  we  propose  to  France,  where 
professor  who  had  to  deliver  the  ordi-  religion  is  always  supposed  to  be  op- 
nary  discourse  named  the  ten  candi-  posed  to  science,  whoee  doctrines  are 

896. -XXXV.  2  N 
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attacked,  bat  whose  productions  are  the  presence  of  such  fkcts,  asserted  with 

devoured,  even  in  the  little  Duchy  of  so  much  audacity,  we  deemed  it  re^ui- 

Modena.  site  to  follow  up  our  former  investiga- 
tions, and  to  submit  the  doctrine  to  a 

Homanpathy  in  Italy.  new  judgment,  inasmuch  as  we  might 

HomcBopa thy  has  1  on £;ago|been  judged  suppose  it  to   be  better  appreciated 

in  PVance.    Science  this  time,  in  ac-  elsewhere  than  in  our  own  country, 

cordance  with  public  opinion,  has  con-  But  we  have  had  the  demonstration  of 

demned  it  without  appeal.     It  is  dead,  the  falsehood  of  these  assertions,  which 

absolutely  dead,  notwithstanding  some  were  doubtless  unknown  to  the  official 

useless  attempts  at  galvanizing  after  propaeators  of  the  new  German  theory, 

the  blow.     Its  existence  was  there  most  And,  in  the  first  place,  what  is  now 

ephemeral ;    scarcely  are   an^  of  its  to  be  understood  as  homceopathy  ?     It 

proselytes  now  to  be  found  m  Paris,  is  perhnps  the  sentiment  of  Hahne- 

and  hardly  half  a  dozen  in  the  pro-  mann  literally  expressed  in  his  writ- 

vinces.  ings,  free  from  any  amalgamation  of 

There  are  some  minds  which  seem  the  medicine  of  his  opponents,  which 
naturally  to  be  seized  with  a  vertigo  in  he  so  strongly  denounces.  In  fact,  in 
the  presence  of  novelty,  or  of  an  extra-  his  eyes  ancient  and  modem  practi- 
ordinary  unheard-of  fact.  Every  new  tinners  represent  so  many  homicides, 
thing  assumes  in  their  eyes  the  colour  armed  with  diplomas  sanctioned  by  the 
of  truth ;  their  good  sense  succumbs  laws,  exercising  with  impunity  a  fatal 
before  every  thing  which  is  invested  profession.  Is  it  that  exclusive  theoiy, 
with  an  original  character.  This  dis-  based  upon  so  minute  and  difficult  a 
position  depends  upon  the  exaggera-  symptomatology,  with  its  infinitessimal 
tion  of  a  legitimate  sentiment ;  for  who  and  almost  impalpable  doses,  possess- 
in  the  present  day  is  not  an  advocate  ing  nevertheless  a  miraculous  activity  ? 
for  the  progress  of  science ;  who  would  Or  is  it  this  same  doctrine  modified, 
dare,  for  instance,  to  pretend  that  me-  more  tolerant,  less  foreetful  of  the 
dicine  has  reached  its  utmost  limits?  scientific  genealogy,  of  which  its  adepts 
and  who  would  wish  to  retain  it  within  remember  to  have  seen  formerly  some 
the  bounds  of  ancient  traditions  ?  But  real  and  efficacious  eflfects  ;  which  will 
wise  and  [jrudent  men  are  careful,  be-  neither  give  up  bleeding  in  apoplexy 
fore  entering  upon  a  new  path,  to  and  in  pneumonia,  nor  sulphate  of  qui- 
watch  its  direction,  and  to  estimate  its  nine  in  large  doses  in  intermittent  fe- 
solidity.  When  they  give  a  judgment  vers  P  The  few  disciples  of  Hahne- 
it  is  with  reserve,  and  with  circum-  mann  in  France  now  adopt  these 
spection.  This  has  appeared  to  us  to  mixed  ideas ;  they  believe  in  tnis  medi- 
be  the  only  rational  position  to  take  ch\  jiute-milieu. 
with  respect  to  homoeopathy.  After  Well,  whichever  of  them  be  meant, 
having  studied  it  in  its  books,  its  jour-  Italv  rejects  at  the  same  time  all  these 
nals ;  after  having  a<«8isted  at  its  expe-  gradations;  it  neither  believes  in  the 
rimentation  at  the  bed-side  of  patients,  genius  nor  in  the  wonders  of  Hahne- 
and  in  hospitals;  we  con  cludea  by  pro-  mann,  notwithstanding  a  natural  in- 
nonncing  that  Hahnemann  is  ho  more  clination  for  all  that  comes  fh>m  Qer- 
than  the  missionary  of  a  paradoxical  many.  At  Milan,  homoeopathy  con- 
idea,  destroyed  d  potieriori  by  obser-  stitutes  the  practice  of  two  or  three 
vation,  ruined  bv  examination,  and  of  Austrian'  physicians.  At  Lucca,  one 
which  all  the  value  is  reduced  to  a  last  of  its  followers  is  patronized  by  the 
blow  at  the  doctrine  of  Broussais.  Duke,  who,  however,   likewise  keeps 

Homoeopathy  made  itself  a  favoura-  near  him  a  very  orthodox  allopathic 

ble  argument  in  Italy.      Of  its  pre-  phvsician. 

tended  universal  application  in  France,  We  were  for  a  lone  time  curious  to 

which  was  the  counterpart  of  its  repre-  know  the  opinion  of  Tommassini,  this 

sentations  in  Paris,  where  it  proclaimed  patriarch  or  Italian  medicine,  with  re- 

the  whole  of  Italy  to  be  converted  to  gard  to  homoeopathy ;  and  the  more 

its  dogmas ;  that  the  sovereigns  and  especially  as  they  arrive  at  conclusions 

populations  of  the  peninsula  could  not  diametrically  opposed— as  far  as  the 

aispense  with  the  help  of  its  new  ma-  poles  asunder*-the  one  prescribing  in- 

teria  medica ;  and  that  even  teaching  nnitesimal  doses,  and  the  other  enor- 

was  imbued  with  its  principles.     In  moos  quantities  of  remedial  sabstances, 
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even  in  the  opinion  of  French  physi-  diseases  by  means  of  an  inspection  of 

cians.    We  therefore  took  an  opportu-  the  urine — and  to  that  of  all  universal 

nity  of  asking  the  Professor  of  JParma,  panaceas  which  appear,  and  die  upon 

what  was,  in  his  eyes,  the  medical  va-  being  subjected  to  trial,  as  for  instance, 

lue  of  homoeopathy.     To  this  inquiry  the  hydro-sudopathy,  to  which  a  prema- 

he  first  of  all  stated  that  the  same  ques-  ture  end  may  be  predicted.     Neverthe- 

tion  had  been  proposed  to  him  in  the  less,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  Hahne- 

same  terms,  in  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  mann's'theory  rests  upon  a  moredogmati- 

Academy  of  Naples,  and  that  he  had  cal  principle,  perhaps,  because  its  author 

refused  to  express  his  opinion  in  public,  lived  a  long  time  in  Germany,  a  land 

inasmuch  as  he  had  made  no  triaU  of  so  erudite,  so  abounding  in  synthetical 

the  doctrine ;  but  that  at  a  later  period,  ideas,  and  evidently  for  the  reason  that 

after  having  made  it   the  subject  of  it  arises  from  the  vitalist  theory,  which 

serious  examination,  he  had  frankly  ex-  is  the  daughter  of  the  Stahliananymtfui. 

pressed  himself  in  a  discourse  to  his  On  the  other  hand,  we  must  not  forget, 

pupils,  while  residing  at  fiologna.  that  for  its  part  it  was  fortunate  in  its 

**  I  do  not  conceive,"  said  he,  "  that  criticisms  directed  against  the  anatomo- 

a  method  sometimes  innocent,  but  often  pathologists,  whose   material  concep- 

dangerous,  can  be  rdopted.     J  can  un-  tions  were  concentrated  to  so  circum- 

derstand  that,  in  chronic  diseases,  in  scribed  and  exclusive  a  point  of  view, 
complaints  where  the  beginning  of  a        In  order  to  omit  nothing  that  may 

new  treatment  din  be  postponed  to  the  tend  to  elevate  the  progressive  element 

following  spring,  in  which  one  amuses  of  homoeopathy,  it  must  likewise   be 

the  patient  instead  of  subjecting  him  affirmed  that  by  its  means  allopathy 

to  a  curative  method,  homoeopathy  is  has  been  brought  again  to  the  study  of 

exempt  from  serious  inconveniences —  the  moral  part  of  man ;  which  study 

as,  for  instance,  in  asthma  and  other  has  been  much  neglected  since  the  close 

diseases  of  the  same  nature ;   but  it  of  the  eighteenth  century.     Neverthe- 

does  not  do  in  this  manner  when  acute  less,  the  medicine  of  the  mind  is  no  less 

afieetians   are    under   consideratioa—  iwyi/i'tant  than  that  of  the  body  ;  or,  to 

pneoiBoiria,  ententia^  onrfaeo  aiLorrair  express  the  idea  better,  science  should 

w  threatened  with  gangrene,  in  which,  never  separate  the  one  from  the  other 

from  Hippocrates  down  to  the  present  in  their    reciprocal    and    harmonical 

day,    energetic    remedies    have   been  relations. 

with   reason  recommended  -  bleeding,         In    conclusion,     homoeopathy    has 

leeches,  purgatives,  &c.     I  would  then  neither  been  able  to  introduce  itself  in 

mistrust  a  doctrine  which  has  no  regu-  Italy,    in  instruction,  nor  among  the 

lar  origin,  and  refuses  all  paternity."  true  public  (by  which  is  nieant  the 

If  any  thing  more  were  required  to  most  numerous  class) :  accident  cast  it, 
corroborate  so  explicit  a  condemnation,  in  the  first  instance,  into  the  centre 
we  would  add  that  tiie  Italian  youth,  of  some  courts.  Some  princes  have 
80  animated,  ardent,  and  eager  after  favoured  it,  from  the  singularity  of  its 
fresh  knowledge,  and  withal  liberal  practices ;  but  it  is  a  remarkable  cir- 
enough  not  to  receive  without  exami-  cum^^tance,  that  in  a  country  where  the 
nation  opinions  already  formed,  to  heads  of  the  society  are  held  in  im- 
whom  both  the  present  and  future  be*  mense  estimation,  it  has  scarcely  been 
long,  without  bein^  burthened  with  able  to  make  a  single  proselyte,  and  its 
doctrines  and  practices  more  or  less  power  of  propagation  has  been  ex- 
ancient,  did  not  receive  the  doctrine  of  tinffuished  by  a  universal  inditierence. 
Hahnemann  in  a  more  favourable  At  the  present  time  one  must  search 
manner  than  others.  We  have  seen  in  the  recesses  of  some  salons,  in  order 
many  studenta  and  many  young  pro-  to  meet  here  and  there  a  disciple  of 
feasors,  but  have  not  known  one  who  Hahnemann.  Most  frequently  they 
had  declared  himself  his  follower.  introduce  themselves  in  the  wake  of  an 

The  population  also  disdained   the  exceptionalandextraordinary  cure.  For 

numerous  benefits  which   it  was  pre-  us,  who  are  accustomed  to  believe  in  the 

tended  they  would  enjoy,  and  homoeo-  remedial  powers  of  nature,  ^e  will  not 

pathy  was  not  in  this  respect  more  sue-  deny  the  greater  part  of  the  facts  thus 

cessful  in  the  peninsula  than  in  France,  loudly  pruclaimed,  but  we  will  reserve 

Its  course  may  be  likened  to  that  of  the  to  ourselves  the  right  of  interpreting 

practice  which  thought  to  ascertain  all  llicm  to  those  who  liave  Icarut  by  ob- 
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servation  and  study,  that  which  science  will    ph^^sicians   become  exposed  as 

would  lead  them  to  conclude  from  their  contemptible  and  suspicious,  and  the 

investigation.  All  these  men,  professors  more  will  such  exposure  impair  con- 

and  practitioners,  ascr'.be  them  to  reel-  fidence ;  and  confidence  in  the  whole 

men,  and  the  conservative  power  of  the  body  being  diminished,  eyery  single 

living  economy:  both  of  which  were  one,  and  the  censurers  included,  wttl 

perfectly  recognized  by   the  ancients,  lose  a  share  of  it.    The  public  would 

those  reasonable  and  enlightened  advo-  be  less  prone  to  censure  the  medical 

cates  of  the  medicine  expectante.  profession,  and  its  faults  would  not  be 

Canc/ti«toii.^-Homceopalhy  still  exists  a  favourite  topic  of  conversation,  if  the 

in  Italy,  but  it  is  declining  and  about  to  members  themselves  did  not  broach  it, 

disappear :  it  has  neither  professorship  and  set  the  bad  example.    It  shows  a 

nor  cliniques.    Once  the  ward  of  an  short-sighted  selfishness,  and  want  of 

hospital  was  confided  to  it  at  Naples*,  all  common  spirit,  when  a  phvaiciaii 

but  it  lost  it  for  reasons  of  impotency  acts  in  such  a  manner,  and  thereby 

well  and  duly  verified.    Reduced  at  the  hopes  to  raise  himself,  as  he  degrades 

present  moment  to  the  treatment  of  others.     Further,  such  conduct  is  in 

some  chronic  diseases,  which  do  not  opposition  to  the  first  principles   of 

require  active  means,  its  hopes  rest  morals  and  religion,  which  command 

entirely  upon  the  prepossessions,  the  us  not  to  lay  bare  the  faults  of  others, 

Prejudices  or  the  capnces,  of  persons  but  to  overlook  and  excuse  them;  such 
ut  little  capable  of  judging  it.  a  character  will  be  more  lowered,  in 
the  esteem  of  sensible  men,  than  he 

TiTF  nvi  ATinK<{ n. ^»«  PTTY<5TriAlVr  ^^^^  ^^  endeavoured  to  degrade ;  for 

THE  RELATIONS  OF  THB  PHYSICIAN.  ^^  detracted  loses  only  as  an  artist. 

(from  THB  GERMAN  OF  pROFBssoa  while  hc    loscs    as    a    man;    and    a 

HUFBLAND.)  bad  actlou  is  esteemed  worse  than  a 

[Conclucied  from  p,  485.]  ^^^  medical  treatment.    Finally,  they 

^^^  should  reflect,  that  the  same  measore 

they  applyto  others  is  apphed  to  them-- 

C.  Relation  to  ColUagues.  selves.     He    who  treats  others  in  a 

The^L relation  is  two-fold.  The 'first  harsh  and  haughty  manner,  may  rest 
embraces  mutual  respect,  and  where  assured  he  will  be  dealt  with  in  the 
that  is  not  possible,  let  indulgence  at  «anie  manner ;  which  is  but  justice, 
least  be  the  principal  law  of  conduct.  Modesty  in  conduct  and  judgment  be- 
Nothing  M  more  difficult  than  to  hoves  every  one— most  of  all,  a  young 
judge  others,  but  nowhere  is  it  more  so  physician ;  it  will  procure  him  fiiends, 
than  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  It  is  and  opportunities  for  instruction,  and 
therefore  unpardonable  in  the  public ;  promote  his  eternal  interests,  as  well  as 
but  it  is  revolting  to  hear  physicians,  t"  internal  improvement.  The  medi* 
who  know  the  difficulties  of  the  art,  cal  art  is  still  far  from  that  degree  of 
and  of  forming  opinions  regarding  it,  perfection  and  certainty  which  would 
judge  their  colleagues  with  severity,  enable  us  to  pronounce  sentence  on 
harshness,  contempt ;  or  disclose  their  all  methods  of  curing  diseases ;  we  do 
faults,  and  try  to  raise  themselves  by  not  yet  possess  a  legitimate  universal 
lowering  others.  Oh,  that  I  w^re  able  code;  every  one  is  still  at  Uberty  to 
to  impress  the  minds  of  my  brethren  ^o™*  ^w  own  views  about  the  human 
with  the  truism,  as  forcibly  as  I  am  aystem,  and  its  treatment,  provided  they 
penetrated  by  it !  He  who  degrades  a  are  not  against  reason  and  experience, 
colleague,  degrades  himself  and  his  Nobody  will  deny  that  cures  may  be 
art.  For,  in  the  first  place,  the  effected  in  quite  different  ways,  and 
more  the  public  becomes  acquainted  •^^  ^^e  apparent  contradictiont  in 
with  faults  of  physicians,  the  more  treatment  may  dissolve  into  unity  by 
_  the  various  operations  of  the  organism ; 

♦  The  accoant  of  tbe  trials  in  the  Parisian  and  Wganic  nature  is  not  confined  Within 

Neapolitan  hoapitala.  aa  also  of  those  institated  such  narrow  limits  as  are  OUr  systems  ; 

tn  Rosaia  by  order  of  Goyemment,  may  be  seen  if  it  v^re  an    on^  Rfl«»r  thi>  nf hc»r  wnulH 

in  a  pamphfet  (Homcwpathy,  with  notes  illustrm-  "  "Were  SO,  one  alter  ine  oiner  ^  ouia 

tive  of  the  inilaence  of  the  Mind  on  tbe  Body,  ^ot  have  had  Its  ascendancy,  and  been 

SdEdition),  which  was  tbe  first  notice  of  the  sub-  applied  with   success.      After  all.  our 

^^.^'iJrS^i?o'i3S!;Si;,rolTh?»5Sj«'2i  experience  and  the  result,  rightly  de- 

Medical  Institutions  and  Practice."  nved  therefrom,  are  the  only  true  and 
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constant  rules  to  be  followed  in  medi-  and  a  desire  of  cure,  are  bat  too  readily 

cine;    and  the  longer,  and  the  more  divided  and  diminished,  even  in  a  well - 

sigaciously,  a  physician  has  observed  disposed  physician,  by  the  interference 

the  operation  of  the  living  organism  of  plurality.    But  there  may  be  cases 

against  the  influence  of  medicaments,  in  which  consultations  are  useful,  yea 

the  more  he  has  learnt  to  appreciate  unavoidable ;  as  when  a  disease  is  very 

the  power  of  thQ  latter,  and  to  use  f hem  complicated  and   obstinate,    and   the 

with  adroitness — the  more  perfect  phy-  physician  grows  uncertain  in  his  view 

sician  he  haa  become.    Let  every  one,  and  his  course ;  when  the  patient  hesi- 

therefore,  have  hia  own  system,  his  tates,  and   loses  confidence  in  him ; 

own  view  of  things;  let  especially  the  when  there  is  great  responsibility  at- 

yoang  practitioner  feel  happy  to  pos-  lached  to  the  treatment,  or  there  inter- 

sess  the   newest   and   most   finished  venes  the  feeling  of  a  relative,  in  which 

theory,  and  to  be  able  to  deduct  all  we  dare  not  trust  ourselves.    However, 

according  to  the  rules  of  the  school,  in  order  that  a  consultation  may  provQ 

Bot  none  must  believe  that  he  is  alone  really  useful,  the  following  conditions 

in  potflession  of  trath ;  be  must  respect  must  be  complied  with.    The  consul- 

the  opinion  of  other  physicians,  par-  tations  must  not  be  numerous,  two  at 

tieularly  of  old  ones,  matured  in  ex-  most ;  three  physicians  are  sufficient, 

gerience ;  and  he  must  often  admonish  and  they  must  not  be  decided  enemies 
imself  that  he,  who  believes  himself  of  each  other,  obstinate  partisans  of 
Base,  is  only  on  the  threshold  of  art,  different  sects,  but  be  ripened  by  ma- 
and  that  to  doubt,  and  to  search  for  ture  experience,  and  have  a  talent 
that  which  is  unknown  to  us,  is  the  to  understand,  and  to  enter  into,  the 
surest  sign,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  ideas  of  others.  Their  office  is  princi- 
only  means,  of  proficiency.  Moreover,  pally  to  discover  the  dii gnostic  causes 
it  is  an  axiom  in  medicine,  that  the  and  character  of  the  disease,  and  then 
most  triflinff  circumstance  is  capable  the  mode  of  cure  to  be  pursued.  The 
of  altering  tne  state  of  things,  and  their  execution  and  guidance  of  a  cure,  how- 
signification,  and  it  is  utterly  imposbi-  ever,  must  not  devolve  on  a  committee, 
ble  to  judge  of  the  medical  treatment  but  only  on  one,  the  physician  in  ordi- 
of  another,  unless  one  has  himself  been  nary.  The  great  principle  to  be  ob- 
present,  and  has  been  informed  of  all  served  by  every  consulting  physician 
the  particulars.  It  conRC^uently  fol-  mast  however  always  remain  thus; 
lows,  that  it  is  always  indicative  of  a  namely,  to  have  in  view  nothing  but 
deficiency^  of  mind,  or  of  knowledge,  the  welfiire  of  the  patient,  and  to  that 
or  of  malignity  and  bad  conscience,  in  end  he  must  entirely  sacrifice  his  per- 
a  physician  to  speak  ill  of  his  col-  sonal  feeling,  in  order  that  all  his 
leagues,  and  it  behoves  the  honest  powers  may  unice  for  a  common  pur- 
practitioner,  when  he  is  asked  his  pose.  If  physicians,  in  their  consul- 
opinion,  to  excuse  himself  from  giving  tations,  would  be  penetrated  by  th  s 
it,  by  sayin?,  that  it  is  impossible  to  simple  sentiment,  there  never  would 
Judge  in  medicine  without  a  most  ac-  he  altercations,  scandaloua  scenes,  and 
curate  knowledge  of  the  case ;  or  if  misunderstandings ;  and  eonsultations 
this  is  not  practicable,  to  give  expla-  would  always  prove  beneficial  to  the 
nations  favourable  to  his  professional  patient.  But,  on  the  contrary,  phy- 
brother,  which  is  not  a  difficult  thing  sicians  often  seem  to  assemble  only  to 
to  do:  thus  he  will  ever  respect  him-  show  their  reciprocal  importance,  and 
self  and  his  profession.  As  to  the  se-  to  discredit  the  treatment  of  the  ordi- 
cond  point,  the  relation  of  coilengues  nary ;  and  instead  of  harmonising  U)- 
tajhe  sick,  consnltation  is  firnt  to  be  gether,  to  sustain  their  individual 
discussed.    In  general,  the  use  of  con-  opinions. 

sul tations,  especially  when  they  are  nu-        Should  one  be   prepossessed  of  a 

merous,  is  very  problematical.     When  favourite  idea,  or  of  a  favourite  remedy, 

opinions  are  alike,  consultation  is  uf  the  other  ought  to  yield  willingly,  if 

no  avail ;  when  they  are  diverse,  con-  there  is  nothing  injurious  to  th^  patient 

fVision  and  disorder  in  the  treatment  is  in  it;  to  do  so  will  make  it  apparent 

likely  to  ensoe.     Ft  too  easily  happens  that  we  are  not  led  by  caprice,  and  the 

that  passions  and  personal  feehngs  get  more  comulaisance  may  we  expect  in 

mixed  up  in  a  consultation  ;  and  w^hat  return  in  the  main  matter.    But  should 

is  still  worse,  a   regard   for  the  sick,  it  happen  that  the  opinions  and  the 
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plHTi  of  treatment  can  by  no  means  be  comes  well-educated  gentlemen, 
agreed  on,  there  is  no  other  expedient  'a sick  person  passes  from  one physicimi 
left,  but  an  appeal  to  the  decision  of  to  another,  it  is  very  common,  in  order 
the  patient.  lie  must  declare  to  whom  to  excuse  this  step,  that  he  speaks  ill  of 
his  confidence  leans,  and  the  plan  of  the  former  physician,  right  or  wrong» 
this  one  must  be  prosecuted.  Nothing  and  alas !  it  in  the  i>olicy  of  the  common 
is  worse  than  the  nabit  of  some  patients  practitioners  to  countenance  this  cen- 
to consult  clandestinely  other  physi-  duct,  and  to  find  the  treatment  hitherto 
cians,  besides  the  physician  in  ordinary ;  used  erroneous.  But  it  is  not  so  with 
and  nothing  is  more  reproachnble  the  honest  profesf^ional  man.  He  is 
than  the  habit  of  some  physicians  to  aware  that  such  conduct  is  ungenerous 
yield  to  such  demands,  even  to  profit  by  towards  his  colleague,  and  crueltowards 
them,  to  raise  suspicions  against  the  the  patient,  who  will  certainly  feel 
ordinary,  and  to  procure  admittance  for  double  grief,  on  becoming  convinced, 
themselves.  No  honest  professional  that  he  has  lost,  not  only  time  and 
roan  can  act  so  base  a  part ;  he  will  pain,  but  that  his  disease  has  become 
rebut  such  a  demand,  and  insinuate  to  perhap  worse,  and  incurable.  1  cannot 
its  authors  how  indiscreet  and  impos-  conceive  how  it  is  possible  for  a  man 
Bible  it  is  to  judjgfe,  and  t)  give  advice,  of  sense  and  feelineto  embitter  the  last 
without  consulting  the  physician  in  days  of  a  sufferer's  life  by  such  declara- 
ordinary,  and  without  knowing  the  tion.  Consequently,  the  treatment 
plan  01  cure  which  he  pursues.  No  hitherto  pursued,  is  to  be  approved,  if 
one  must  think  that  there  is  no  harm  not  as  a  matter  of  politeness,  at  least  in 
in  giving  a  general  opinion  on  a  dis-  pity  for  the  patient ;  the  doubts  of  the 
ease  and  a  cure.  Such  utterances,  made  patient  are  to  be  appeased,  and  the 
without  the  least  bad  intention,  tend  to  want  of  success  in  the  treatment  attri- 
raise  doubts  and  suspicions  in  the  mind    buted  to  other  causes. 

of  the  sick,  and  create  difficulties  and    . , 

disagreeable  embarrassment  for  the  or- 
dinary physician.    But  should  he  be  ^^^  observations 
convinced   that    the   sick   is    falsely  onth* 
treated,  salvation  of  the  patient  being    MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY,  CLIMATE, 
the  supreme  end  of  the  healing  art,  re-       AND  DISEASES,  OF  THE  BIGHTS 
gardless  of  all  political  and  collegial              OF  BENIN  AND  BIAFRA, 
considerations,  it  must  prevail.    This                  West  Coast  of  Africa. 
end  must  be  attained,  and  in  cases  of 

urgent  danger  he  must  immediately  do  ^^  ^'  ^'  Danirll, 

what  conscience  and  duty  advise,  with-       Member  of  »»>«  R«y*»  ^J?*  ^  8«KWm  oC 
out  farther  reference.    No  physician  ngana,  «c. 

of  a  reasonable  mind  can  find  fault  .  [Continued  from  p.  517.] 

with  such  a  proceeding.    But,  on  the  

contrary,  when  the  case  is  not  urgent,  Cape  St.  Paul's  is  the  western  extre- 
he  must  either  propose  a  consultation,  mity  of  the  Bight  of  Benin,  and  the 
or  if  the  patient  will  not  agree  to  this,  commencement  of  the  Slave  Coast.  It 
he  must  clandestinely  suggest  to  the  in  situated  in  5^  45'  N.  Lat,  and 
physician  in  ordinary  what  kind  of  1^  52'  18"  £.  Long.  With  the  ezcep- 
treatment  would  be  better  according  to  tion  of  some  insignificant  elevations  m 
his  opinion.  Thus  he  can  comply  the  neighbourhood  of  Guglifou,  Pulley, 
simultaneously  with  the  obligations  Whydan,  Porto  Novo,  and-  Badagry^, 
towards  the  sick  as  well  as  his  colleague,  the  characteristic  features  of  the  shores 
and  relieve  the  one  without  injuring  are  their  excessive  lowness.  Thev  pre- 
the  other.  But  when  the  sick  has  serve  herethe  same  dull  and  anvarying 
entirely  lost  confidence  in  his  phy-  outline  of  one  vast  alluvial  and  densely 
sician,  and  he  is  resolved  to  give  him-  wooded  forest,  extending  over  an  area 
self  up  to  the  care  of  another,  the  of  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  squait 
latter  dare  not  and  cannot  refuse  to  miles,  partially  irrigated  by  the  Adan- 
comoly,  nor  can  the  other  take  it  ill ;  tic  tides,  and  intersected  by  numerous 
for  the  confidence  of  a  man  rests  with  rivers  and  creeks,  whose  muddy  banks 
himself,  and  it  is  to  be  respected.  Each  are  unceasingly  overflowed.  At  the 
oie  must,  however,  proc^d  uith  that  distance  ofseveral  miles  from  the  coast* 
frankness  and  forbearance  which  be-    the  pecuUar  odour  arising  from  swampy 
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exhalations,  and  the  deoompoeition  of  season,  owing  to  the  tremendous  surf. 
vegetable  matter*  is  venr  perceptible.  From  these  untoward  circumstances  its 
and  sometimes  even  ofiensive.  The  position  is  necessarily  damp  and  un> 
water  Bko  is  frequently  of  a  dirty  hue,  healthy.  The  intervening  shore  be- 
with  leaves,  branches,  and  other  vege-  tween  these  places  is  singularly  tame 
table  debris  floating  on  the  surface,  and  flat,  and  presents  only  a  few  scat- 
brought  down  from  the  interior  by  in-  tered  villages  that  occasionally  peep 
numerable  narrow  channels,  that  empty  forth  from  amid  a  profusion  of  sombre 
their  turbid  streams  into  the  open  foliage.  In  the  vicinitj^  of  Gugligou, 
ocean.  The  beautiful  and  undulating  the  last  of  them,  four  hills  adjoin  the 
scenery  of  the  Gold  Coast  may  be  saia  strand,  and  are  the  only  local  attrac- 
to  terminate  at  the  Rio  Volta,  eighteen  tions  that  enliven  the  dreary  waste  of 
miles  beyond  Cape  St.  Paul's,  and  is  wood  and  water  for  a  long  succession 
succeeded  by  the  unattractve  alteration  of  leagues.  Twenty- four  miles  to  the 
just  noticed.  In  approaching  the  land  east  ward  of  Li  ttle  Popoe  is  Great  Popoe, 
from  the  westward,  the  soundings  preceded  by  a  very  low  and  marshy 
throughout  the  Bight,  which  are  from  country,  scarcely  above  the  level  of  the 
four  to  six  miles  from  the  beach,  gra*  ocean. 

dually  shoal  from  ten  to  seven  fathoms.        This  town  a  few  years  since  was  a 

In  the  18th  century  the  settlements  on  ereat  emporium  for  the  sale  of  slaves, 

this  coast  were  deemed  of  the  highest  from  which  some  thousands  were  an- 

value,  and  were  perhaps  founded  at  an  nually  exported,  chiefly  obtained  from 

earlier  period  than  most  others  in  West  Dahomey  and  the  adjacent  kingdoms. 

Africa,  on  account  of  their  eligible  po-  It   is  situate   near  the  entrance  of  a 

sition  and  other  convenient  facilities  small  river,  that  flows  from  the  lake 

for  the  procurement  of  slave  cargoes,  above  mentioned,  and  is  unnavigable 

This  inhuman  traflUc  still  flourishes  in  by  vessels  of  even  a  moderate  tonnage, 

many  of  the  ports,  although  of  late  it  in  consequence  of  the  accumulation  of 

has  much  decreased,  bein?  partly  sup-  mud  and  sand  that  forms  an  impassable 

pressed  by  the  vigilance  of  our  men-of-  bar.     The  Portuguese,  Englibh,  and 

war.  Dutch,    formerly    possessed    factories 

The  first  commercial  establishment  here.    The  natives  are  a  mild,  indus- 

in  these  regions  is  the  fort  of  Quitta,  trious,  and  quiet  people,  mostly  en- 

formerly  belonging  to  the  Danish  Go-  gaged  in  trade  and  agnculture.    These 

vernment,  but  now  abandoned.    It  has  towns  are  not  unfrequently  confounded 

a  commanding  appearance,  with  an  one  with  the  other  under  the  va^e 

exterior  of  dazzling  whiteness,  as  if  re-  term  of  Popoe.    A  similar  description 

cently  whitewashed,  and  is  surrounded  will  apply  to  the  land  from  this  port 

by  a  quantity  of  low  bmshwood,  partly  to  Whydah,  a  space  of  sixteen  miles,  a 

cleared  away  in  front.     This  fortress  slight  elevation  a  short  distance  from 

is  included  within  the  limits  of  the  the  latter  alone  interrupting  its  regu- 

kingdom  of  Kerraray,  and  lies  about  larity. 

thirteen  miles  to  the  eastward  of  St.        Griwhe,  Grewhe,  or  Whydah,  is  in 

Paul's,  being  erected  on  a  strip  of  6^  19' N.  Lat.,  and  2^  5'£.  Long.,  and 

ground  between  the  sea  and  a  salt  is  at    present  the  principal  sea-port 

lake  inland,  which  communicates  with  town  of  Dahomey  to  whicn  European 

the  Cradoo  Lake  by  means  of  a  small  traders  resort,  being  the  main  outlet  to 

river  (West  Lagos),  running  parallel  the  fertile  and  productive  district  of  the 

with  the  coast.    It  is  now  but  seldom  same  name.     The  appearance  of  the 

frequented,  other  towns  located  to  lee-  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  re- 

wara  possessing  superior  claims  to  the  sembles  the  American  prairies  or  sa- 

attention  of  the  trader,  with  a  more  vannahs,  and  like  them  is  low,  flat, 

enlarged  field  for  speculation.    Acqui-  with  occasional  knolly  elevations.   The. 

jah  and  Paurey  are  two  villages  distant  soil,  dark  and  loamy,  is  clothed  with 

nine  and  sixteen  miles  to  tne  north-  lank  grass  and  wooded  islets,  which 

east  of  this  settlement.     Forty  miles  are  well  stocked  with  deer  and  game, 

from  Quitta  is  the  town  of  Little  Popoe,  Its  climate  has  been  supposed  to  be 

founded  close  to  the  water's  edge,  and  more  congenial  to  the  constitutions  of 

where  the    Dutch    had    originally  a  unacclimatSs  than  most  of  the  localities 

colony.    The  landing  is  very  difficult  in  this  Bight ;  but  it  is,  in  point  of  sa- 

of  attainment,  especially  in  the  rainy  lubrity,  incomparably  inferior  to  our 
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posspssions  on  the  Gold  Coast.  Prior  It  enjoys  a  population  of  above  eight 
to  1727  it  was  an  independent  state,  in  thousand,  who  are  a  well-foraied,  at- 
which  year  it  was  invaded  and  over-  live,  and  enterprising  race.  I  may  ft  ere 
come  by  the  warlike  sovereign  of  Da-  remark,  that  the  no^nenciatiire  of  seve- 
homey,  Guadja  Trudo.  Since  then  it  ral  towns,  not  only  on  this,  but  al«o  on 
has,  in,  conjunction  with  Ardrnh,  be-  the  Gold  Coast,  las  been  evidently  do- 
come  annexed  to  the  extensive  pro-  rived  from  an  oriental  source.  Ardrah, 
vmccs  offihat  spacious  empire.  The  with  one  or  two  other  towns,  may  be 
succulent  and  sweet- flavoured  tropical  satisfactorily  cited  as  the  moBt  obvlouB 
fruits  may  be  procured  in  all  these    examples. 

towns  in  greater  or  less  abundance,  but        Badagry  is  a  moderate-sized   town, 
more  particularly  in  their  surrounding    with  a  population  of  ten  thousand.     It 
territories.' Pine-apples, orangeSjguavas,    is  situate  three  miles  from  the  shore, 
limes,  melons,  bananas,  &c.  ^row  in    on   the  western   branch  of  the  river 
wanton  exuberance  in  the  environs  of   Lagos,  twelve  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
Whydab,  and  would  tempt  the  palate    Porto  Novo,  and  is  not  much  resorted 
of  the  most  fastidious  by  their  exqm-    to,  unless  by  the  Portuguese  and  French, 
site  fragrance.    Among  the  plants  in-    A  second  hill  (Mt.  Badagry)  may  be 
digenous   to  Why  dab   may  be  men-    observed  near  it.     A  sandy  strip    of 
tioned  the  Saccharum  officinale  (sugar    land,  covered  with  a  thick  sward  of 
cane),    Ocymum   basilicum   (common    grass,  intervenes  between   it  and  the 
bafeil),  Amomum  Grana  Paradisi  (Mai-    beach  ;   and    the  suburban   buildings 
lagetta  pepper),  Parinarium  excelsum    are    partially    concealed     by    young 
(African  plum),    Panlcum  miliaceum    thickets  of  evergreen  shrubs.    A  Wes- 
(millet),  Lycopersicum  solanum  (love    leyan  missionary  school  has  been  re- 
apple),   Indigofera  tinctoria  (common    cently  established  here,  for  the  educa- 
indigo),*  &c.     The  soil  of  the  interior    tion   and   conversion  of   the   natives, 
is  a  rich  ar^llaceous  clay,  of  a  reddibh    under  the  control  of  the  Rev.  T.  Free- 
tint,  intermixed  with  siliceouK  particles,    man,  the  indefatigable  superintendent 
The  West  African  Company  had  lat-    of  the  missions  at  Cape  Coast  Castle, 
terly  a  fort  at  this  place,  but  it  is  now    &c.    When  the  slave  trade  was  at  its 
abandoned  and  in  ruins.  zenith,  the  Portuguese  erected  no  less 

Porto  Novo,  the  sea-port  of  the  king-  than  five  factories  \\t  this  place,  and  the 
dom  of  Ardrah,  is  thirty  miles  fiom  sale  of  human  beings  was  carried  on 
Whydah.  The  minor  towns  Appee  and  to  an  almost  incredible  amount.  The 
Jackin,  the  former  three  or  four  miles  upper  laj'er  of  the  soil  in  the  circum- 
inland, and  a  solitary  hill  (Mt.  P.ilaver),  jacent  country  has  been  stated  to  con- 
near  the  latter,  are  the  only  objects  sist  of  sand,  incorporated  more  or  less 
worthy  of  note,  the  intermediate  coast  with  a  reddish  mnrl,  on  which  it  is 
still   affording  the    same  monotonous    usually  based. 

aspect.  The  capital  of  this  territory  is  The  unfortunate  Capt.  Clapperton 
also  termed  Ardrah,  and  is  built  on  the  with  Richard  Lander,  set  out  for  Sac- 
banks  of  a  small  river,  that  unites  with  katoo  from  this  town  in  December 
another  running  into  the  Cradoo  Lake.    1825,  and  the  brothers  Lander  followed 

-  ^  „. ; TT'T  V  ~*       this  track  in  1830,  in  their  first  expe- 

•  There  are  several  spedee  of  the  Indicoferae    ii:rtnn  intr,  «li»  4nf<;^^*     n^u^  ^^«^^^t,^ 
employed  by  the  nativcTnot  only  for  their  medi-    dition  mto  the  interior.    1  he  sovereign 

cinai  propmies,  but  also  for  the  parposes  of    of  JBadagry  professes  allegiance  to  that 

SL^vfnr JSSf«]SiT!.^.Sj!!^!?f  ^1       ^^  ****  of  Eyeo  or  Katunga,  r  metropolitan 

native  practitioners  for  the  cure  of  diseases,  are  *^ . i^j  ^  !  1       *^  j  .l 

the  I.  tinctoria,  I.vhirsuta,  and  I.  enneaphylla,  ^^^^   V*"?  B^me  distance   beyond  the 

&c.;  but  it  is  often  difficult  to  determine  the  eastern  range  of  the  Konsr  mountains. 

S:.T5.S?^.SrSrS:mrilor?S^te    After   pacing   a  low  thickly   wooded 

appear  to  use  the  Indigofera  enneaphylla,  abun-    Shore  to  the  extent  of  thirty- SIX  nules, 

nv'J!L£SU?  i"Ji5L*?^"*";  ??'*T  ^i^  ^^  Studded  by  a  continual  succeshion  of 

ise  (probably  a  corruption  of  the  Arabic  word  ^;^,     ^  'ti  -u      •  j        .. 

A',  eo  in  enteritic  alfrctions,  and  as  a  venMifu^e.  Picturesque  villages,  the  fivor  and  port 

According  to  Forskal,  the  1.  tinctoria  is  much  of  Lngos  Successively  enffaipe  our  at- 

'i^^'^^u''Sif;,li!^^l'^^X  »«•"«-.    The  nyer  LagoVbut  .h^e 

States  ft  to  be  the  Nile  of  the  Arabs,  and  that  quarters  of  a  mile  in  width,  forms  the 

it  is  exhibited  «  semina  cum  oleo  8e»«mi  ct  saie  estuarv  of  the  Cradoo  Lake,  and  from 

ammoDiaco  mixta  mane  assomta,  Teniam  ex.  :*„    oi,«n^,.,««  *,    ;o    ^^^e^^t^i,    :»....^.» 

pellunt.     Di«U  erit :  aqua  per  triduumabsti.  Jts    shallowneNfi    is    perfectly    inacces- 

nere,  aliuni  cibum  non  eaere,  nisi  paneni,  potua    sible  to  craft  of  any  burthen.     It  is  di- 
colTe*  permittetor.'*— In;  138.  vided  into  two  diverging  sf  reams,  named 
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East  and  West  Lagos,  the  former  run-  most  trading  depdts  in  this  Bight,  the 

ning  parallel  with  the  shore  from  three  human  species  still  remains  one  of  the 

to  four  miles  distant,  flows   into  the  staple  commodities  of  barter.    The  soil 

Rio  Formosa ;  the  other  merges  in  a  of  the  interior  is  light  and  sandy,  and 

large  expanse  of  water  near  Whydah.  when  denuded  of  its  heavy  timber  and 

Adjoining  its  embouchure,  situated  in  underwood  is  richly  productive. 
G^  24'  N.  Lat.  and  3^  22'  £.  Long,  is  a        Thirty  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Lagos 

small  island,  on  the  northern  extremity  is  the  petty  village    of  Palma,  and 

of  which  the  town  of  Lagos  is  foupded.  twenty-one  miles  to  the  eastward  of  it 

This  place  enjoys  a  lucrative  commer-  is  the  town  of  Gudy  or  Oddy,  beyond 

cial  intercourse  with  the  circumjacent  which  detached  clusters  of  mudhabita- 

countries  by  various  creeks,  whose  tor-  tions  are  occasionally  perceptible,  lo- 

tuous  branches  meander  in  every  di-  cated  on  the  verge  of  the  sandy  beach, 

rection,  particularly  towards  Dahomey  and  mostly  concealed  by  the  foliage  of 

and  Benin,  which  are  from  sixty   to  the  adjacent  woods.  The  ^neral  aspect 

ninety  miles  to  the  eastward  of  it.  of  the  coast  from  this  portion  to  the  Rio 

The  diseases  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Formosa,   a  distance  of   thirty  miles 

Slave-coast  differ  but  little  from  those  further  (o  leeward,  resembles  the  regions 

observed  in  the  numerous  rivers  of  the  previously  described,  and  is  equally  in- 

Bights  more  to  the  southward.     In  the  salubrious. 

priedial  and  elevated  inlanil  districts 

they  are   less  prevalent  than  in  the  case  of 

maritime  towns  and  villages,  and  more-  ^     _  

over  are  not  charactenzed-  by  that  MALIGNANT  OR  HiEMORRHAGIC 
asthenic  type  which  accompanies  those  SMALL-POX. 

morbid  aflections  that  occur  in    the  By  John  Snow,  M.D.  Londin. 

latter  locahtiesV    In  Yaniba,  Benin,  .pg,,^^  ^^^^^  j^^^  ^^^^^  ,„^  ^^^  ^^^ 
and  a  few  of  the  neighbounng  king-         ,^      ,    ,     ,     ,.,  ^.    .  ^ 
doms,  circumcision  is  performed  on  both         ^^^  '^«  London  Medical  Gazeite.J 

male  and  female  very  early  in  infancy.  

Mr.  Dalzell  states,  that  this  operation  The  following  case  from  my  note-book, 
"  is  universally  practised  among  the  of  a  form  of  small-pox  which,  I  be- 
Dahomian  subjects,  but  not  at  such  an  lieve,  is  happily .  now  very  rare,  is,  f 
early  age  as  among  the  Jews ;  the  time  think,  not  devoid  of  interest ;  and  will 
of  submitting  to  the  oneration  being  be  still  less  so,  if  examined  in  con- 
left^  to  the  boys  themselves.**  A  very  junction  with  the  "  Case  of  Purpura 
curious  custom,  mentioned  by  this  Hfemorrhagica,  probably  arising  irom 
author,  still  exists  among  the  younger  variolous  contagion,  by  K.  Adams, 
females :  "  Prolongatio  videlicet  arti-  Esq."  in  the  last  number  of  the  Me- 
ficiahs  labiorum  pudendi,  mammee  pa-  dioal  Gazette,  which  occurred  in  the 
pillis  8imillima."t  country  nearly  at  the  same  time  as  my 

Cradoo  Ijake  is  about  fifty  miles  in  case,  and  which  resembles  it  in  several 

length,  and    from    four   to  seven   in  particulars. 

breadth.  Several  tributary  streams  -  I  was  called  at  7  o'clock,  on  the  mom- 
empty  their  waters  into  it,  after  wander-  iny  of  Saturday  the  8th  of  June  last,  to 
ing  through  %  series  of  fertile  districts,  a  boy  named  Cannell,  living  at  No.  2, 
and  serve  as  the  most  easjr  medium  for  Chapel  Place,  Crown  Street,  Soho.  He 
the  conveyance  of  the  native  merchan-  w^as  a  fine  stout  boy,  seven  years  of 
dize  from  one  remote  market  to  another,  age,  but  had  been  affected  with  asthma 
Its  banks  are  covered  by  numberless  from  his  birth.  His  brother,  aged  5, 
flourishing  villages,  the  inhabitants  of  was  labouring  under  small-pox'  m  the 
which  are  solely  devoted  to  agricul-  same  room ;  tney  were  of  the  distinct 
tural  and  mercantile  pursuits.  Cradoo,  kind,  and  in  the  maturafive  stage.  Nei- 
the  capital  of  these  populous  regions,  ther  of  the  children  had  been  vacci- 
lies  in  the  Jaboo  country,  thirty  six  nated.  The  subject  of  this  case  took 
miles  from  the  outlet  of  the  lake.  Like  ill  on  the  Thursday  morning  previous 
to  my  seeing  him,  with  pain  in  tne  l^ack, 

*  Fetish  and  other  ropcrstitiouB  ceremonies  and  fever.    On  the  evening  before  my 

ronttitute  the  remedial  treatment  employed  by  yisit,  an  eruption  appeared  on  the  t>kin, 

*  t  Hiitory^^of' Dahomey,  1793.    Introduction,  ?"^,  ^f  ,»>ecame  delirious ;    afterwards 

paffcxvtii.  he  had  bleeding  from. the  noee.    He 
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was  delirions*  all  the  nip;ht,  and  was  partial  adhesions  of  the  pletine,  and  the 
insensible  of  what  was  said  to  him,  and  Inngs  were  engorged  with  blood,  as 
vomited  A  liqoid  mixed  with  blood.  I  were  the  right  cavities  of  the  heart, 
£Dand  him  in  a  mattering  delirium,  in-  which  was  healthy.  Thestoiaacheoii- 
eapable  of  being  roused,  although  he  tatned  a  little  bloody  liquid,  and  all 
resisted  any  attempt  to  give  him  drink,  over  its  inner  surface  were  dark  paq;ile 
He  was  vomiting  almost  constantly  spots  averaeiiu^  about  the  sue  of  a  pea, 
small  quantities  of  blood,  and  of  a  and  situated  about  half  an  inch  apart. 
thinn<*rliauid,apparently  serum,  tinged  They  proved  to  be  small  portions  of 
with  blood.  The  face  and  neck  were  blood  extravasated  beneath  the  mucous 
swollen,  and  of  a  purple  colour— were  membrane ;  this  condition  did  not  ex- 
occupied,  in  &ct,  with  one  laree  vibex.  tend  to  the  intestines.  The  feeces  in 
There  were  other  vibices  on  the  bod^,  the  small  intestines  were  of  a  very  dark 
and  the  rest  of  the  trunk  and  extremi-  colour,  most  likely  from  the  presence 
ties  was  spotted  with  numerous  pete-  of  blood.  The  bladder  was  empt^,  and 
chiie,  many  of  which  had  a  ligntish  the  viscera  not  mentioned  were  m  the 
coloured  spot  in  the  centre,  and  ap-  normal  condition, 
peared  like  pimples  till  they  were  The  row  of  small  dwellinn,  in  one 
touched,  buttnere  were  only  a  very  few  of  which  this  boy  lived,  are  damp  and 
on  the  trunk  which  could  be  felt  to  be  a  ill  ventilated,  and  all  the  illness  I  have 
little  elevated.  The  skin  was  hot,  and  seen  in  them  has  been  more  severe  and 
the  pulse  frequent,  small,  and  feeble ;  intractable  than  in  the  rest  of  the  neigh- 
the  tongue  was  coated  with  a  brown  bourhood.  I  have  treated  two  cases  of 
fur,  and  the  rest  of  the  interior  of  the  sporadic  cholera  there,  as  bad  as  any 
mouth  was  of  a  bluish  white  colour ;  cases  of  the  epidemic  disease  which  1 
he  had  passed  motions  in  bed ;  cold  have  known  to  end  in  recovery ;  and 
applications  were  directed  to  the  scalp  one  case  of  purpura  hsmorrha^ca  with 
denuded  of  hair,  and  sinapisms  to  the  inflammatory  symptoms  in  achild  about 
legs.  five  years  of  age,  whfch  I  understand 

He  was  visited  again  in  three  hours ;  did  not  recover  from  the  illness, 

the  vomiting  of  blood  continued ;  the  PHth  street,  soiio  Squsre, 

breathing  was  stertorous,  and  the  pulse  J«- «» '«*** 

almost  imperceptible.    He  died  in  half  

■"l'3c"'^ex.«in«a<«  of  the  body  ANALYSES  .kb  NOTICES  o,  BOOKS, 

eleven  houra  after  death,  with  the  as-  ■ 

aistanca  of  my  friend  Mr.  ManhaU,  of  "^'"^■JS!iJS^,'^ff  iK«JI**~  •* 

Greek  Street    The  vibices  and  pete-  tueisbrtger.^  Alsm..st. 

chiiB  remained  as  before;  the  scalp  ^,      ^                >>    t      ^        .       ^   # 

was  very  vascular,  and  blood  flowed  ^^'  Anutomff  of  the  Arterte$  of  tko 

from  it  when  cut;   the  veins  on  the  HumoH Body,  with  Um  mffptiemiiomM  io 

snrfooe  of  the  bnin  were  much  dis-  Pathology  and  Opertttwo  Su^aorfft  •« 

tended,  and  the  pia  mater  dipping  in  lithoarophie  drawing$ ;    wtth  prmc^ 

between  the  convolnUons  was  much  en-  <J<^«*  ^^'^  J'S'^i?**;      ^^,  Bichaed. 

gorged,  and  there  were  little  spoU  of  ex-  Qoain.  P.R.S.  Professor  of  ^alomy 

travasated  blood  in  this  situadon.    The  m  University  College  and  Sumon 

red  dots  were  found  to  be  rather  more  ^  University  College  Hospital.    The 

numerous  and  large  than  natural  on  delineations    by   Joseph    Maclisb, 

slicing  the  brain;   there  were  one  or  Esq.  Surgeon.     Part  xvu.  London : 

two  drachms  of  clear  serum  in  each  Taylor  and  Walton. 

lateral  ventricle,  a  little  in  each  of  the  We  congratulate  Pro£.  Qnain  on  the 

other  ventricles,  and  a  drachm  or  two  completion  of  this  very  excellent  and 

at  the  iMue  of  the  brain;  the  longs  were  beautiful  work;  a  work  justly  deserving 

extensively  emphysematous,  thev  did  a  place  in  the  library  of  every  surgeon 

not   collapae    on    the   xhest    being  conscientiously  devoted  to  the  duties  of 

opened,  but,  on  the  contrary,  rather  his  profession.     The  delineations  are 

bulged  out,  and  many  of  the  lobules  no  less  distinjpished  for  fidelity   of 

were  paler  and  more  prominent  than  detail  than  artistic  effect.     The  part 

the  rest.    This  emphysema  of  the  air  before  oa  comprises  seven  plates ;  nx 

cells  was  most  extensive  at  the  lower  refer  to  the  arteries  of  the  leg  and  foot; 

part  of  the  lungs;   Uiere  were  a  few  the    remaining  pUte  illustrates   the 
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ordinary  disposition  of  the  arteries  of  from  one  state  to  a  ver^  different  one 

the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  and  some  ceased  to  be  abrupt  or  wuhont  method, 

peculiarities  of  the  former.  for  others  from  time  to  time  interposed 

The  author,  impressed  ^with  a  be-  which  served  to  link  them  together.** 
lief  that  the  diflknUies  which  have  These  i^jservations  the  author  in- 
oflen  occurred  in  the  performance  tended  originally  for  the  benefit  of  his 
of  those  surgical  operations  in  which  class,  but  as  their  number  and  eonnes- 
the  larger  arteries  are  concerned,  ion  seemed  likely  to  render  them  more 
have  arisen  in  great  part  from  want  extensively  useful,  he  very  wisely  re- 
of  sufficient  acquaintance  with  the  solved  to  publish  them, 
differences  in  anatomical  disposition  It  was  found,  however,  that  their 
to  which  these  vessels  are  liable,  utility  would  be  very  limited,  unless  a 
nut  merely  as  regards  the  deviations  full  history  ofthearteries,  with  adequate 
in  the  origin  of  large  branches,  but  delineations,  were  annexed.  Accord- 
other  peculiarities  anecting  the  length,  ingly  in  the  present  work  the  arteries 
position,  or  direction  of  the  vessels,  are  depicted  as  follows : — 
was  led  to  a  minute  study  of  the  <<  1st.  According  to  their  most  frequent 
subject.  With  this  view  the  bodies  arrangement,  without  the  accompanjf- 
which  were  received  during  a  series  iug  veins.  2ndly.  They  are  shown  in 
of  years  for  the  study  of  anatomy  into  connection  with  the  larger  veins  and 
the  School  of  Medicine  in  University  the  nerves.  3rdly.  The  deviations  from 
College,  were  examined  with  more  or  that  which  has  been  taken  as  the 
less  attention.  standard  because  the  most    frequent 

"  These  bodies,  to  .the  number  of  1040,  condition  of  the  arteries,  are  illustrated 

were,  with  rare  exceptions,  so  inspected  in  a  series  of  sketches.     4lhly.  Such 

with  reference  to  the  subject  of  my  peculiarities  of  the  veins,  and  occa- 

inquiries,  that  anything  very  unusual  sionally  of  the  nerves  and  muscles,  as 

could  not  escape  notice ;   and,  in  order  appeared  likely  to  be  of  importance  in 

to  insure  accuracy,  when  other  occu-  surgical  operations,  are  represented  on 

nations  allowed,  the  arteries  were  care-  a  reduced  scale, 

fully  examined    and  their   condition  "  The  letter-press,  besides  an  expla- 

noted  at   the  time, — attention    being  nation  of  the  drawings  and  remarks  on 

always  particularly  directed  to  those  them,  contains— A  Series  of  Tables, 

vessels  and  to  the  points  in  their  history  showing,  in  a  considerable  number  of 

which  seemed  to  iie  of  importance  in  cases,  the  condition  of  the  arteries  as 

the  practice  of  surgery.  to  some  of  the  points  of  most  impor- 

'*This  detailed  investigation  was  con-  tance  in  their  anatomy.    A  connected 

tinued  until  the  number  of  cases  ob-  view  of  their  anatomical  history ,--the 

served  appeared  such  as  would  afford  details  being  arranged  in  systematic 

grounds  for  fixing  what  should  be  con-  order.     Ana  Practical  Commentaries : 

sidered  the  most  frequent  or  standard  which  consist,  for  the  most  part,  of 

conformation  of  the  vessels,  and  for  inferences  from  the   facts  previously 

forming  at  the  same  time  reasonable  set  forth,  and  their  application  in  per- 

conclusions    both   as    to    the    limits  forming  suigical  operations." 

of  the  deviations  from  that  standard  

and   the  relative   frequency  of  their  A  Thermometrkal  Table  on  the  ScaUi 

occurrence.  of  Fahrenheit ^  Centigrade^  and  ReoMF- 

*'  While  the  observations  thus  made  miir.    By  Alfred  S.  Taylor,  Lec- 

were   written    down,   drawings    were  turer  on' Chemistry,  &c.,  in  Guy's 

obtained  of  all  the  important  peculari-  Hospital. 

ties  which  presented  themselves,  and    Wb  think  the  profession  very  muchin- 

when  it  was  practicable  the  prepara-  debted  to  Mr.  Taylor  for  this  most 

tions  were  preserved.  useful  table.     It  is  deigned  to  obviate 
"  The  varieties  in  the  arrangement    the  necessity  for  those  perplexing  cal- 

of  the  blood-vessels  thus  noted  grew,  eolations  so  often  rendered  necessary 

as    may    be   supposed,    to    be    very  by  the  employment  of  difierent  methods 

numerous;    but  instead  of  difiiculties  ofgraduationin England andontheCon- 
multiply  ing  with  the  number  of  obser-    tinent.    It  ranges  mm  13^  to  374^  Fah- 

vations,  It  was  usually  found  that  as  renheit,  from ->ll^to+ 190^ Centigrade, 
the  facts  accumulate^  the  transition   andfrom— 9^tO'f-i5^R^aamur;araiige 
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which  comprises  all  the  most  remark-  to  Sir  James  Graham  for  its  introdoc- 

aWe  plienomena  connected  with  heat,  tion  into  Parlinment.    They  approve, 

Thejfacts  connected  with  temperature,  ^^^  example,  under  cert^iin  modifica- 

placed  on  the  scale,  relate  to   Clima-  /    '                   j    .-,         .^       . 

tology,  Physical  Geography,  Chemistry,"  ^^"s,    of    the    proposed    Council    of 

and  Physiology.      In  compiling  this  Health  and  Medical  Education ;  of  a 

table,  which  has  occupied  the  occa-  public  annual  registration  of  all  qoali- 

sional  leisure  of  four  years,  Mr.  Taylor  g^^  members  of  the  profession,  pro- 

has  mvanably  acted  upon  the  principle  .,-,.,    ^   i^           j      i              \ 

of  selecting  the  best  authorities.    Many  ^'^^^  ^hat   be   rendered  compulsory, 

of  the  facts  he  was  enabled  to  collect  They  urge,  however,  the  «q)edience  of 

or  verify  by  personal  observation,  and  a  summary  process  of  punishment  for 

some  of  the  cliemical  phenomena  have  individuals  who  shall  falsely  pretend 

been  denved  from  direct  expenment.  .,                     •  *      i 

"^  they    are  registered,    or   assume   any 

The  Medical  GuldTand  Almanac  for  »^°^«  ^''  ^'^^^  whateoever,  implying  that 

1846.  they  are  practitioners  in  medicine  or 

This  comprehends  the  latest  regula-  surgery;   they  might  also  add  obste- 

tions  of  all  the  licensing  medical  cor-  tries.      A   third  party,*  on   the   other 

porations,  with  a  list  of  their  officers,  ^and.  maintain  that  the  Bill  is  not 

the  metropolitan  and  provincial  schools  i     i  *  j.     u      c*.     -^u     *i.        i_i« 

and  hospi^ls,  and  the  universities  and  ca^^^l^ted  to  benefit  either  the  pubhc 

medical  schools  of  France  and  Ger-  <>^  '^e  profession,  and  demand  its  total 

many.     It  may  be  regarded  as  a  very  withdrawal.    They  entertain  the  opi- 

useful  book  of  reference  for  young  men  nion,  that  nothing  short  of  incorpora- 

commencing  their  studies,  for   those  tion  of  their  body  will  be  of  any  avail ; 

about  to  enter  the  pubhc  service,  or  for  "    *                 ^                   o*-/  ^to**  , 

those  who  intend  to  resort  to  the  con-  and  this  they  regard  as  constituting 

tinent  in  quest  of  further  knowledge.  the  sole  and  indispensable  measure  of 

,  reform.   Establish  us  by  Royal  Charter, 

say  the  latter— give  us  an  independent 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  College  of  our  own— and  we  shall  be 

jc«-^-.,    r            oi   luvi/t  satisfied;  not  otherwise.     Under  this 

Fnday,  January  31, 1845.  *.       ^,       •  .  ,.        ^  „             - 

new   regime  the  existing  Colleges  of 

"~~~        *  Physicians  and  Surgeons  would,  it  is . 

publicum  tit,  dicendi  pericalumiion  recuso."  swept  away  as  useless  incumbrances. 

CicBBo.  How,  indeed,  could  these  institutions 

be  expected  to  survive  in  the  presence 

THE  REMEDIES  PROPOSED.  ^f  a  University  embodying  nineteen. 

While  all  parties  seem  convinced  that  twentieths  of  the  medical  practitioners 

it  is  high  time  an  improved  system  be  of  the  realm  ? 

adopted  for  the  regulation  of  tho  me-  We  have  been  led  to  form  the  tripar- 
dical  profession  throughout  the  United  tite  division  above  mentioned,  from  a 
Kingdom,  a  want  of  unanimity  pre-  ^^^  attentive  perusal  of  the  various 
vails  as  to  how  that  may  be  best  ac-  documents  that  have  lately  appeared, 
complishcd.  One  party  contend  for  ^rom  all  we  can  learn,  what, might  be 
the  supremacy  of  the  Royal  Colleges,  termed  the  moderate  party,  or  that 
for  allowing  quackery  of  all  sorts  to  classed  under  the  second  head,  em- 
remain  unmolested,  and  for  letting  the  braces  a  very  considerable  proportion 
Bill  pass  in  its  present  form.  Another  of  the  leading  medical  men  throughout  * 
p^rty  object  to  certain  enactments  in  the  provinces, 
the  Bill,  but  evince  a  sense  of  gratitude  With  them  •we  heartily  concur  as  to 
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the  urgent  necessity  for  making  the  tion  of  drngs  is  carried  on  to  an  uh* 

laws  more  stringent,  and  more  easily  bounded  extent.    Every  article  in  the 

available,  against  all  unqualified  and  materia  medica  of  any  value  is  note* 

uneducated  persons  practising  in  any  riously  sophisticated.*   In  the  southern 

branch  of  the  healing  art.    Indeed,  we  states  of  the  union,  namely,  Carolina, 

formerly  expressed  an  opinion  that  if  Georgia,  and  Loaisiana,  where  some 

the  restrictive  clause  in  the  draft  of  the  collegiate  control  exists,  the  profession 

bill  now  before  parliament  were  some-  is,  ^we  believe,  altogether  on  a  better 

what  extended  and  more  distinctly  de-  footing. 

lined,  the  object  would  be  attained.*  Let  us  now  turn  from  "  a  republic 
The  pernicious  consequences  of  the  no-  unequalled  in  the  annals  of  the  world 
restriction  system  are  amply   demon-  for  the  freedom  of  its  inst3tution8"t  to 
strated  in  the  American  States  of  the  one  where  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  not 
North.    In  the  city  of  New  York,  for  permitted  to  soar  on  such  eagle  pinions, 
instance,  where  any  shoe-black  may  though  situate  within  the  same  hemi- 
arrogate  the  title  and  functions  of  a  sphere—we  allude  to  Mexico.    In  its 
doctor  of  physic,  things  have  come  to  capital,  made  up  of  gorgeons  palaces, 
such  a  pass,  that  scarcely  a  practitioner  and  mud-built   hovels,  containing   a 
of  honourable  feeling  is  found  willing  population  of  180,000  souls,  irregular 
to  enter  the  lists  with  the  disgraceful  practice  is  unknown,  and  little  or  no 
competitors  he   must    needs  encoun-  encouragement  is  given  to  the  sale  of 
ter.  There,  of  a  truth,  the  profession  is  quack  medicines.    No  one  is  allowed 
in  a  most  degraded  condition.    In  fact,  to  officiate  in  the  treatment  of  disease 
with  the  exception  of  some  four  or  five  who  has  not  previously  passed  a  rigorous 
physicians  of  established  reputation,  a  examination  of  four  or  five  days'  dura- 
great  proportion  of  the  practitioners  of  tion  by  the  professors  of  the  University, 
that  populous  place  are  ignorant  and  A  Board  of  Health,   the  Cuerpo  de 
boastful  pretenders,  alike  guiltless  of  Sanidad,  composed  of  able  men,  pre- 
education  and  of  pHnciple.    We  have  sided  over  by  a  minister  of  state,  forms 
been  informed  by  an  intelligent  eye-  the  head  of  a  medical  police  for  the 
witness,  that  the  sittings  of  its  Medical  kingdom.    Its  duties  are  clearly  de- 
Society  more  resembled  a  bear-garden  fined.     It  takes  care  that  no  individual 
than  a  convention  of  members  of  a  shall  exercise  the  vocation  of  a  phy- 
liberal  art.    The  ordinary  qualification  sician,  surgeon,  or  accoucheur  who  is 
to  ensure  practice  among  the  mass  of  not  duly  qualified  and  regUtered,   The 
the  community  is  to  establish  an  apo-  chemist  (boticario),  whose  duty  is  con- 
thecary's   shop   in    some    frequented  fined  to  the  preparing,  compounding, 
street,  and  then. to  pufiT  ofiTa  nostrum  or  and  dispensing  of  physic,  is  also  corn- 
two.    By  the  help  of  such  appliances  pelled  to  undergo  an  examination  before 
impudence  and  effrontery  rarely  fail  to  he  can  obtain  the  requisite  license  for 
succeed  in  gaining  the  credulity  of  the  carrying  on  his  business ;  he  is  at  all 
public,  ^nd  ousting  the  regular  prncti-  times  amenable,  in  cooimon  with  medi- 
tioner.    We  are  told  that  an  empiric  of  cal  men,  midwives,  and  dentists,  to  the 
this  stamp  realized  a  larger  fortune  than  jurisdiction  of  th^  above  board.    In 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  member  of  the  fa- 

culty  in  that  city.   As  a  natural  result  of  *  Salts  of  morphia  have  been  met  with  in  oom- 

,,        J]      L  ^      e^x.'         ^1.      jii.  merce,  contalninr  ninety-nine  and  a  half  in  the 

6oaebaseaastateottn]ngB,tneaaultera-  hundred  of  foni^  matter;  nor  is  it  by  any 

^^_____^______^^_____^______^^^  means  uncommon  for  a  practitioner  to  yaant 

~"                                         .  his  administering^  calomel  in  the  doae  of  a  hun- 

•  Medical  Gazette,  Jan.  10, 1845.  ^T^lSS^wSatarT*^* 
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like  manner,  all  questiona  relating  to  in  all  things,  indeed,  we  look  on  this,  or 
the  public  health,  to  the  prevention  or  something  akin  to  it,  as  the  greatest 
*^                 .,      .      ^*^,       •*  1    r  preserver  of  health ;  It  18 almost  a  sub- 
treatment  of  epidemics,  to  hospitals  for  ^^.^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  indulgence  in  country 

the  sick  and  insane,  come  within  its  ^{^  ^nd  recreation  for  a  certain  portion 

cognizance.  of  the  vear  which  all  who  live  "  in 

The  whole  system  works  exceedingly  crowded  cities  pent"  so  anxiously  sigh 

ti      -»#  J-    1  —  u^ij  ;«   ;T,«#.  after,  but  which  the  great  majonty  of 

well.    Medical  men  are  held  m  just  ^^^  community,  and  we  of  the  medical 

estimation,  and  liberally  rewarded  for    profession    especially,    sigh   after    in 
their  services.  vain. 

Nothing,  indeed,  can  exemplify  in  a       Any  imnrovement  on  the  means  of 

.t«.nger  light  the  h.«.rd  of  «n.o,ing  K4"VVold"':aL"?o'  th e't^-^S 

all  restraint  than  a  comparison  of  the  surface  of  the  body  in  the  morning,  we 

state  of  the  profession  in  the  United  look  on  as  a  boon  conferred  on  society, 

States  and  in  Mexico.     In  the  former  as  another  instrument  for  prolongirii 

country  it  is  pauperized  and  of  no  re-    J*"'^^"  1^?-    The  japanned  or  painted 
tAiuuiij  It  10  4»»  J,  ^       ^j^^^  jg  ^^^  ^  commonly  sold  m 

pute,  m  the  latter  it  is  honoured  and  ^^e  shops,  and  a  good  sponge,  are  the 

prosperous.  simple  implements ;  and  thev  are  good 

so  far  as  they  eo.    Until  lately,  the 

BATHS  FOR  THE  MILLION ;  BATHS  only  substitute  for  them  was  the  some- 

FOR  THE  INDIVIDUAL.  "^^^^T'lr^^.^lt  ToirUt'S  ' 

Cleanliness  has  long  been  admitted  Now  we  have  the  shower  bath  made 

to  be  next  to  godliness ;  and  ever  since  portable,  reduced  to  such  dimensions 

we  have  seen  Lord  Malmesbury's  Me-  that  it  may  be  put  into  a  small  box  or 

moin>,  just  published,  we   have   had  portmanteau,  and  carried  with  the  ,tra- 

greater    sympathy  with    George  IV.  veller  wherever  he  goes.    Our  readeca 

than  we  can  pretend  to  have  had  be*  mnat  snrely  have  observed  in  the  haid- 

Ibre.    The  Princess  Caroline,  it  aeena,  waremen^  diopa,  a  figmv,  w&Sk  drip^ 

prided  henelf  npotr  the  rapidity  of  her  ping^  locks,  and  dimly  seen  tbrongh  tne 

toilette ;   she  huddled  on   her  clothes  shower  that  is  falling  from  a  somewhat 

anyhow,  and  without  even  the  merest  elegantly  shaped  vessel  held  over  the 

sham  application  of  soap  and  water  as  head?    This  is  a  representation  of  a 

a  preliminary.     The  special  ambas-  portable  shower  bath,  the  contrivance 

sador  had  actually  to  explain  to  the  of  an  ingenious  gentleman  of  the  name 

princess  and  her  woman  tne  propriety  of  Hazard,  which  we  are  anxious  to 

of  anticipating  the  dressing  by  proper  introduce  to  our  readers.     The  ordi- 

ablutions,  by  a  foiletu  de  propreU:  it  nary  sponging  tray,  and  this  apparatus, 

was  only  after  this  that  he  succeeded  in  enable  us  to  command  a  shower  bath 

having  the  princess  presented  to  him  at  a  minute's  notice  at  all  times,  and 

in    the    morning,    '  well   washed   all  make  us  independent  of  more  costly 

over  !  !  P    We  presume  there  is  not  a  and  cumbersome   contrivances.      We 

princess  in  Europe,  at  the  present  time,  have  heard  a  great  deal  lately  of  baths 

who  would  require  such  a  lesson  as  for  the  common  people ;  in  our  zeal  for 

Lord  Malmesbury  felt  it  his  duty  to  the  mass,  let  us  not  foiget  the  indi- 

read  to  the  Princess  Caroline  of  Bruns-  vidual.      And  now  that  the  year  is 

wick,  not  quite  half  a  century  ago.  turned,  and  "  Socrate  is  no  longer  seen 

There  are  many,  however,   who   are  white  with  the  snow,"  let  us  recom- 

neither  princesses  nor  princes,  who  will  mend  those  among  our  readers  who 

not  be  tne  worse  of  a  word  of  admo-  have  not  yet  indulged  in  the  luxury  of 

nition  on  the  subject  of  his  toilette  de  .tepid  or  cool  or  cold  general  ablution, 

propreti — by  which  is  to  be  understood  to  commence  forthwith  to  add  one, 

something  more  than  even  the  most  two,  or  three  years  to  the   absolute 

liberal  application  of  water,  whether  length  of  their  lives,  and  a  vast  sum  of 

hot  or  cold,  to  the  face  and  hands  in  innocent  enjoyment  to  their  pleasures, 

the  morning.    We  wot  of  no  greater  by  the  daily  use  of  Mr.  Hazard's  por- 

Inxnry  than  a  thorough  sponging  on  table  shower  bath. 

getting  out  of  bed ;  next  to  temperance  


SPECIFIC  GRAVITT  OP  URINE.  591 

MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION.        Sir  G.  Lefenv  inquired  the  eiperienoe  of 
.                     ^              ...  members  in  the  use  of  iodine.     He  liad  leen 
A  MEETING  of  general  practitioners  re-    a  case  in  wliicli  the  use  of  iodide  of  potateiam 
sident  m  Brentford  and  the  vicinity,    for  seoondarf  ayphilis,  in  doses  of  ten  grains 
was  held  upon  the  2l8t^current,  at  the  three  times  a  day,  for  fonr  or  five  months, 
Royal  Hotel,  Old  Brentford  ;  Dr.  Day,    was  said  to  have  produced  the  loss  of  virile 
of  Acton,  in  the  chair.    The  Bill  of  power.  The  testicles  were  not  absorbed.   He 
Sir  James  Graham  was  wholly  repa-  had  heard  of  cases  in  which  iodine  had  af- 
diated.     It  was  maintained  that  the  fected  the  mamma,  bnt  not  the  testicles, 
interests  and  efficiency  of  the  general  ,  .Mr.  Ciesar  Hawkins  observed,  that  not- 
practilioners  would  be  best  promoted  withstanding  the  constant  employment  of 
by  incorporation  of  their  body,  so  as  *^><*^«  ■"**  *^  oomponnds  by  medical  men, 
to  include  all  who,  at  the  time  of  grant-  ^  J»^  ^f7[  "^J^  ^^  of  a  case  like 
ing  the  charter,  are  legally  quafified ;  •I'^alluded  to  by  Sir  G.  Lrfevre. 
and  that  the  Society  of  Anothecariea        ^r.  Curimg  had  not  seen  tumors  similar 
ana  mac  me  o<^wiy  oi  Apomecanes  ^  ^j^      described  in  the  paper  affecting  the 
deserve  the  conMence  and  support  of  .terao- mastoid  muscle.    HVhad.  however, 
the  profession  for  their  conduct  m  re-  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  induratiomi  resembling 
ference  to  the  proposed  charter.    An  cartilage,  occurring  two  months  after  birth, 
honorary  secretary  was  to  be  appointed,  la^a,  by  their  influence,  completely  fixing  the 
and   a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  head.    These  tumors  hsd  giren  way  under 
county  members  to  urge  their  strenuous  the  use  of  mild  liniments, 
opposition  to  the  above  bill  in  pvr-        Mr.  Acton  had  witnessed  the  extensive 
liament.                                 *  employment  of  iodide  of  potassium  by  h/L 
, Ricord,  and  had  himself  employed  this  medi- 
cine in  a  great  number  of  cases.     No  such 
ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  effect  as  that  mentioned  by  Sir  G.  LefeVn 
SOCIETY.  had  ever  come  to  his  knowledge.    Iodide  of 
Tuesday,  January  14th,  1845.  potassium  sometimes  produced  pain  in  the 
««      o                »__  'J    ^  .     t^    m.  t  stomach  from  being  given  in  too  small  a 
Mr.  Stanley,  President,  m  the  Chair;  quantity  of  liquid.    He  prevented  this  effect 

_  by  giving  it  in  a  large  quantity  of  water. 

—       ^  -„    ,  ^.  .   . «  Ai*  medidne  also  oosasionally  produced  a 

Three  Cau»^f  Hard  Ciraqnecribed  Tumore  metallic  taste  in  the  mouth,  and  a  spongy 

til  MtueU,  dUappearing  under  the  influ^  ^j  hwnorrhagic  condition  of  the  gums. 

ence  of  the  Iodide  of  Potauium.    By        j^^,  jJoq^  mentioned  the  esse  of  an  in. 

Thomas  Tatum,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  St.  ^^^  ^  ^jji^h^  j^  consequence  of  suddenly 

George  s  Hospital,  and  Lecturer  on  Ana-  twigang  the  head  round,  a  tumor,  with  ten- 

^'"^y*  demess,  arose  in  the  course  of  the  stemo- 

Thk  author  relates  three  cases  of  tumors  in  niastoid  musde.    The  swelling  remained  for 

the  substance  of  muscle,  supposed  to  be  the  *en  or  fourteen  days,  but  was  removed  by 

effects  of  chronic  inflammation,  and  deposl*  ^^^  lotions  and  liniments. 

tion  of  coagulable  lymph  between  the  fibres. 

In  each  of  the  patients,  the  swellings  were        SPECIFIC  GRAVITY  OF  URINE, 
situated  in  the  stemo-clddo-mastoideus  mus- 
cle ;  and  in  one,  a  similar  tumor  afterwards 
formed  in  the  clavicular  portion  of  the  pec- 
toralis  major  muscle,  but  which  was  distin- 

apparently  connected  mth  the  periosteum  of  2_ 

w  »!r"lLJ[*%'^?''i" "^ '•'''?';;i„*^*        1>> U^ Editor  </ Ike Medie<U  OaxetU. 
had  the  progress  of  the  disease  not  been  m-  ^ 

termpted  early,  ossifio  deposit  would  pro-  ^^^f 

bably  have  taken  place  in  the  tumors,  and  At  a  time  when  the  morbid  conditions  of  the 

the  muscular  structure  been  converted  into  ^nne  are  attracting  much  attention,  and 

bony  tissue.     He  draws  particular  attention  ^l>^  ^^  ^  believed  that  important  inferenoea 

to  the  decided  influence  which  the  iodide  of  ^*^7  ^  deduced  from  ascertaining  the  amount 

potassium  had  in  removing  the  tumors,  and  of  solid  matter  excreted  from  the  kidneys  in 

the  inefficiency  of  Tarious  other  remedies  ■  gi^^n  time,  as  compared  with  the  amount 

which  had  been  previously  tried.  >o  discharged  in  health,  it  seems  a  matter  of 

«  some  importance  to  call  the  attoitidn  of  the 

Mr.  Cssar  Hawkins  had  found  In  these  profession  to  a  very  simple  and  accurate 

cases  that  the  inflammation  was  not  always,  method  of  arriTing  at  this  result.    My  pur- 

though  frequently,  confined  to  the  muscles,  pose,  in  this  letter,  is  to  call  attention  to  the 

It  sometimes  implicated  the  cellular  tissue.  Table  ooliBtruoled  by  Dr.  Henry,  in  whleh 
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Jhe  gives  the  solid  oootents  of  a  wine  pint  of 
urine,  of  specific  gravity  varying  from  1020 
to  1050 — a  table,  1  majr  romark,  which  has 
received  the  sanctioii  of  Dr.  Prout,  since  he 
copies  it  at  page  27  of  lus  vork  on  the  Ni^ 
tore  and  Treatment  of  Stomach  and  Urinacy 
Diseases ;  and  also  of  Dc.  6.  O.  Rees,  who 
not  oply  quotes  it  at  page  147  of  bis  book 
on  the  Aiudysis  of  the  Blood  and  Urine,  but 
adds,  that  he  ''  has  had  oecasion  to  test  its 
correctness,  and  can  recommend  it  as  calcu- 
lated to  afford  most  satisfactory  results/' 

Now  if  this  table  bo  examined,  it  will  be 
found  that  there  is  an  increase  of  solid  con- 
tents in  each  wine  pint  of  urine,  correspond- 
ing to  the  increase  of  one  degree  of  specific 
gravity  of  exactly  19.2  grains;  or  of  1*2 
grains  of  solid  matter  in  each  ounce  for 
every  increase  of  one  degree  of  specific  gra- 
vity. Hence  a  very  simple  prooesf  will 
l^ve  us  the  amount  of  solid  contents  in 
urine  of  any  given  spedfie  gravity,  say  of 
1025  ;  for  we  ^  have  only  to  multiply  the 
constant  quantity  1*2  grains  by  25  (making 
30  grsins),  to  give  us  the  solid  contents  of 
one  ounce,  whose  specific  gravity  is  1025  ; 
aijd  this  again  by  the  number  of  ounces 
voided  in  any  given  time,  say  40  ounces 
(making  1200  grains),  to  give  na  the  whok 
quantity  of  solid  matter  dissolved  in  the 
urine  passed  in  that  time..  This  rule  will  be 
found  on  trial  to  give  results  so  nearly  coin- 
ciding with  those  of  the  table  (the  error  js 
constantly  jnst  1*6  gndn  in  excess  in  the 
wine  pint),  it  is/so  easy  both  to  recollect 
and  to  apply,  and  so  much  more  convenient 
than  reference  to  a  table  not  always  at  hand, 
that  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  trespassing 
on  your  pages,  with  the  view  of  bringing  it 
under  the  notice  of  your  readers. 

I  remain,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 
AxoERNON  Prampton,  M.D. 
Physician  to  the  London  Hospital. 
29,  New  Broad  Street, 
-Jan.  91,  I8i5. 

FORM  OF  GALVANIC  APPARATUS. 
Thb  best  form  of  galvanic  apparatus  for 
medical  purposes  is  the  electro-galvanic 
with  rotatory  magnet. 

RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Elements  of  the  Comparative  Anatomy  of 
the  Vertebrate  Animals,  designed  especially 
for  the  use  of  students.  By  Rudolph  Wagner, 
M.D.  Professor  of  Comparative  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  in  the  University  of  Gottin- 
gen,  &c.  From  the  German,  by  Alfred 
Tulk,M.R.C.S.E.  8vo.pp.264.  London: 
Longmans,  1845. 

The  Retrospect  of  Practical  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  &c.  Edited  by  W.  Braithwaite, 
Surgeon  to  the  Leeds  General  Eye  and  Ear 
Infirmary,  &c.    Vol.  X.  July — ^December, 


1844.  London :  Simpkin,  Marshall,  &  Co. 

1845.  12mo.  pp.  300. 
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ENGLAND. 

Litt  tif  Gentlemen  admitted  Miembere, 
Jan,  3.— P.  W,  Pettigrew.^E.  Jeffery.— 
T.  M.  Girdlestone.  — T.  M.  Leak.  — R. 
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MORTALITY  of  thb  METROPOLIS. 

Deaths  from  all  eaueee  registered  m  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  Jan,  18. 

All  Causes loio 

Spbcifijkd  Causbs 1007 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagious)  Diseases,  223 ;  among 
which,  of— 

Small  Pox S4 

Measles  ay 

Scarlatina  45 

Hooping  Cough  38 

Croup  9 

Thrush    1 

DiarrhcBa    14 

Dysentery  0 

Cholera 0 

Influenia 3 

Typhus    99 

II.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  88 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Inflammation 0 

Dropsy 29 

Scrofula 5 

Cancer % 

Atrophy 16 

Debility  u 

Sudden  Deaths ji 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spins!  Harrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  143;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus S3 

Apoplexy ai 

Paralysis 22 

Convulsions   43 

Insanity  1 

Delinnm  Tremens 1' 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Organs  of  Respiration^  sas } 
among  which,  of 

Pneumonia 99 

Hydrothorax 5 

Asthma   35 

Phthisis  or  Consumption 146 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  fln:....  12 

v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  37 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  63  j 
among  which,  of— 

'TMthing le 

Gsfltritis 1 

Enteritis 7 

TSbes  11 

Hernia .• 5 

Disesse  of  Stomach,  Ate.. .....  s 

•„•     ...        Disease  of  Liver,  &c 7 

VIi.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 8 

VIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Utenis, 
&c.  10;  among  whicb,  of— 

Childbirth 5 

Disease  of  Uterus s 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,&c 5 

X.— Disesses  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  Jkc.  I 

XI.^OIdAge 88 

XI  i.— Violence.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intern*. 

perance 10 

ViitmoM  ft  UoiLVT,  67,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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NOTES  parts,  and  the  severe  pam  by  which  it  is  at- 

tended, the  disease  has  been  styled  impro- 
®'  ^  perly  panaris  qf  the  eye — panaris,  yon  know , 

LECTURE  ON  PHLEGMONOUS  AND     being  a  oorroption  of  paronychU. 

PHLEBITIC  OPHTHALMITIS,  Stages   qf  ophthalmitis.  — hn   attempt 

has  been  made  to  divide  the  symptoms  into 

Bt  Dr.  W.  Mackenzie.  three  stages,  but  I  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the 

Of  Glasjfow.  division.     Tha  first  stage  is  supposed  to  be 

*  ^^  one  of  pure  inflammation,  denoted  chiefly 

by  pyropsia,  and  extending  from  the  com- 
We  lay  aside  the  terra   Ophthalmia,  and    menceroent  of  the  disease  till  the  retina  is 
adopt   Ophthalmitis,  when  the  whole  eye-  ^  dqirived  of  sensibility ;  the  second,  is  that 
ball,  or,  at  least,   all  its  most  important    of  protrusion  of  the  eyeball,  and  of  suppura- 
structnres,  are  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and    tion  in  and  behind  it;    the  third,  that  of 
from  one  and  the  same  cause,  affected  with    spontaneous  rupture  of  the  ocular  capsule, 
inflammation.     I  have  already  explained  to    or  of  the  eyeball,  or  of  both ;  but  before  this 
you,  that  not  unfrequently  inflammation,  at-    happens,  the  case  often  terminates  fatally, 
tacking  at  first  only  one  of  the  textures  of    especially  in  phlebitic  cases. 
the  eye,  spreads  from  structure  to  structure,         Symptoms. — If  the  first  stage  is  to  in- 
till  the  whole  are  involved,  and  the  functions    elude  what  we  observe  before  the  eyeball  is 
of  the  organ  destroyed  ;  but  this  is  not  the    protruded  from  the  orbit,  the  following  arc 
sort  of  case  I  am  now  about  to  describe,    amongst  the  symptoms  of  that  stage.    There 
The  disease  which  I  have  now  in  view  much    is  alight  external  redness ;  the  conjcnctiva 
more  speedily  involves  the  whole  globe  of    being  rather  oedematous  than  inflamed,  or 
the  eye,  and  also  the  parts  around  the  eye,     affected  with  what  some  have  called  a  white 
especially  the  ocular  capsule,  which  I  for-    chemosis.    The  aqueous  humour  presents  a 
merly  shewed  you  surrounding  the  ball,  and    muddy  appearance,  or  is  even  tinged  with 
giving  passage  to  the  six  muscles  which  are    blood.     The  fundus  oculi  appears  reddish., 
inserted  into  the  sclerotica.  The  ophthalmitis    The  iris  changes  its  colour  from  inflamma- 
I  have  now  in  view  depends  on  a  number  of    tion,  the  pupil  becomes  somewhat  contracted, 
different  causes,  and  thus  we  might  distin-     and  the  disease  is  apt  to  be  mistaken  for 
guish,  if  we  chose,   various  subspecies  of    iritis.    Hie  capsule  of  the  lens  sometimes 
the  disease ;    but  the  two  most  prominent    becomes  opaque,  in  other  cases  continuing 
are,  injuries  of  the  eye,  and  the  circulation     transparent.     There  is  generally  severe  pain 
of  purulent  matter  in  the  blood.     Arising    in  the  bottom  of  the  eye,  and  in  the  orbit ; 
from  the  former  cause,  the  disease  has  been    pulsating  pain,  exactly  as  in  intense  whit- 
termed  ophthalmitis  phleymonoM,  or  trau-    loe  ;   the  pain  extends  to  the  forehead  and 
matica ;   and  from  the  latter,  ophthalmitis    temple,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  feeling  of 
phlebitica,      I  have  seen   some  cases,   in     burning  heat,  tension,  and  fulness,  as  if  the 
which  the  cause  was  altogether  obscure,  the     eye  could  not  be  contained  within  the  orbit, 
disease  arising  apparentlyspontaneouiily;  and    There  is  much  intolerance  of  light,  and  a 
such  ^e  might  regard  as  idiopathic,  sensation  of  shining  flaming  spectra  before 

The  disease  in  question  has  been  known  the  eye.  This  by  and  by  subsides,  the  re- 
under  various  other  names,  besides  that  of  tina  becoming  insensible,  from  change  of 
ophthalmitis.  It  is  the  ophthalmia  interna  structure,  or  from  the  pressure  of  the  puru- 
proprie  sic  dicta  of  Beer ;  the  phlegmon  lent  matter  which  is  thrown  out  on  both  its 
oculaire  of  Dr.  Rognetta.  Resembling  a  surfaces.  For  a  time,  pressure  on  the  re- 
paronychia  in  the  tense  state  of  the  inflamed     tina  caosea  photopsia  or  pyropsia,  but  aa  the 
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pressure  increases  it  renders  the  retina  to«  mi^tter,  and  so  is  the  ocular  capsule :  and  if 

tally  insensible*:  life  is  prolonged,  the  disease,  unless  inter- 

The  total  loss  of  sensibility  of  the  retina  fered  with  by  art,  passes  into  the  third 

may  be  regarded  as  a  sign  of  internal  sup-  stage.     The  matter  makes  its  way  out,  ez- 

puration  having  taken  place,  but  the  most  actly  as  the  matter  of  a  whitloe,  after  im* 

striking  symptom  of  the  second  stage  is  the  mense  suffering,  will  make  its  way  to  the 

protrusion  of  the  eye.     Yon  would  say,  the  surface  and  escape.     The  bursting  of  the 

eye  is  very  much  swollen,  but  this  is  a  de-  eye,  or  of  the  capsule,  is  a  means  of  saving^ 

ception.     You  would  say,  were  you  not  ac-  the  life  of  the  patient,  against  whose  recovery 

quainted  with  the  fact,   that  the  eye  was  the  chances  are  very  great,  if  the  disease  is 

prodigiously  enlarged,  that  it  was  almost  as  left  to  itself,  and  no  spontaneous  evacuation 

big  as  the  fist,  but  I  tell  you,  this  is  a  de-  of  the  matter  takes  place, 
ception  ;    for  after  death,  you  find  the  eye,        Now,  sometimes  the  cornea  becomes  infil- 

which  seemed  so  greatly  enlarged,  nearly,  if  trated  with  matter,  sloughs,  and  bursta  ; 

not  quite,  of  its  natural  size.     The  eye  is  and  this  Is  the  only  disease  of  the  eye  in 

pressed  forwards   by  an  effnsioo  into  the  which  1  have  seen  a  distinct  leathery  alough 

cavity  of  the  ocular  capsule,  and  in  this  state  separate  from  the  eye — the  cornea,  in  fact, 

of  exophthalmos,  covered  as  it  is  by  a  che-  like  a  bit  of  white  leather,  which  haa  been 

mosed  conjunctiva,  the  upper  eyelid  stretched  steeped  in  water.   You  often  hear,  indeed,  of 

tensely  over  it,  and  the  lower  eyelid  everted,  sloughing  of  the  cornea,  but  what  is  called 

it  has  every  appearance  of  being  in  itself  sloughing  is  merely  destruction  by  ramol- 

greatly  enlarged.     It  is  also  excessively  hard  lissement  and  ulceration,  not  actual  separa- 

to  the  touch,  as  if  some  fluid  was  pent  up  tion  of  the  part  in  a  mortified  state,  as  yoa 

within  it,  much   more  in  quantity  than  it  sometimes    see    it  in  ophthalmitis.      Hie 

contains  in  the  natural  state.     This  is  partly  evacaation  of  the  eye  follows  the  separation 

true,  but  the  internal  effusion  is  not  the  of  the  cornea,  and  the  eyeball  becomes  atro- 

sole,  nor  the  chief,  cause  of  the  excessive  phic.     In  other  cases,  it  is  the  sclerotica 

hardness  and  tenseness  of  the  eyeball.    The  which  gives  way,  and  this  generally  into  the 

effusion  within  the  ocular  capsule  is  the  chief  cavity  of  the  capsule,  which,  bursting  in  its 

cause  of  this  symptom,  as  well  as  of  the  turn  through  the  conjunctiva,  allows  a  large 

protrusion  of  the  eye.     This  symptom,  of  quantity  of  matter  to  escape.     In  a  third  set 

protrusion,   sometimes  occurs  early  in  the  of  cases,  the  capsule  alone  gives  way,  the 

disease,  •  sometimes  late,  and  not  till  the  in-  eye  remaining  entire,  but  so  similar  is  this 

tenor  of  the  eye  is  disorganbed  and  vision  event  to  bursting  of  the  sclerotica,  that  they 

extinct.     It   is  right  that  you  should  be  are  apt  to  be  confounded.     Youseeanaper* 

aware,  that  there  are  diversities  in  the  pro-  ture  through  the  conjunctiva   discharging 

gress  of  the  disease,  and  even  in  the  order  in  pus,  and  you  put  a  probe  into  it,  and  the 

which  the   symptoms  follow   each    other,  probe  seems  to  paM  fairly  into  the  cavity  of 

There  is  an  involuntary  fixedness  of  the  eye  the  eyeball,  while  it  may  have  gone  only 

in  this  stage,  the  state  of  pain  and  swelling  into  that  of  the  ocular  capsule.     If  the  eye 

rendering  any  contraction  of  the  muscles  un-  retains  anything  of  its  natural  appearance — 

availing,  or  perhaps  impossible.   You  cannot  its  natural  size  and  shape,  and  much  more  if 

even  push  it  from  side  to  side,  in  the  orbit,  it  retains  any  sensibility  to  light,  depend  on 

it  is  so  completely  fixed.    The  conjunctiva  it  the  eye  has  not  burst,  t^  capsule  only 

continues  greatly  swollen,  and  what  is  a  sin-  has  given  away. 

gular  thing,  and  which  I  have  never  seen        The  constitutional  symptoms  which  attend 

except  in  cases  of  phlegmonous  or  phlebitic  ophthalmitis  kre  of  variable  intensity,  hot 

ophthalmitis,   the    conjunctiva  is  covered,  in  general  they  are  very  severe.    The  patient 

especially  that  portion  of  it  which  lines  the  is  affected  with  rigors,  anxiety,  insomnia, 

lower  eyelid,  by  a  layer  of  coagulable  lymph,*  delirium,  and  sometimes  with  convulsions, 

which  you  can  peel  off  like  a  membrane,  and  especially  if  the  case  is  about  to  terminate 

which  by  and  by  is  again  formed.    This  is  faully.     In  the  commencement,  the  pulse  is 

met  with  both  in  the  traumatic  and  in  the  full  and  throbbing ;  in  the  later  stages  of  the 

phlebitic  cases,  and  seires  to  show  the  ana-  disease,  it  is  small,  weak,  and  very  quick, 
logy  existing  between  these  two  varietiea  of        Terminaiions, — ^Tbe  disease  terminates  in 

the  disease.     If  the  l^ns  and  its  capsule  have  different  ways.    A  perfect  recovery  is  very 

continued  transparent,  (for  I  have  already  rare  indeed.     Sometimes  the  terminaiion  is 

told  you  '  the  lenticular  capsule   sometimes  in  amaurosis,  the  form  of  the  eye  remaining 

becomes  opaque  in  the  first  stsge  of  the  dis-  natural,  the  pupil  contracted,  the  lenticular 

ease,)    you    may    sometimes    observe    the  capsule  opaque,  the  retina  insensiblef    In 

vitreous  humour  of  a  grass-green  colour,  the  such  cases  the  treatment  has  been  partially 

result  of  pus  effused  within  the  hyaloid,  effective.    The  termination  may  be  in  sup- 

The  iris  is  now  seen  to  advance  towards  the  puration  and  rupture  of  the  eye,  or  of  the 

cornea,  and  matter  is  plainly  deposited  in  the  capsule,   or  of  both.      In   this   case,    the 

posterior  and  anterior  chambers.  eye  ultimately  collapses.     Death  is  no  un- 

The  whole  eye  is  now  full  of  purulent  common  termination  of  ophthalmitis,  and^ 
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would  htppen  more  frequently,  were  !tnot  Really,  we  could  not  tell,  were  we  not  in- 
fer the  bursting  of  the  eye,  or  the  artifreial  formed  by  the  hiatoiy  of  the  case,  whether 
opening  of  it.  The  sort  of  relaxation  which  the  ophthalmitie  prasaitBd  to  our  ezamina'* 
follows,  redoces  the  inflammation,  just  as  a  tion  was  Ifuumatic  or  phlebitic.  Does  this 
whkloe  is  relieved  when  the  finger  bursts,  or  arise  J&pom  liie  pathological  condition  in  f  be 
IS  dividefl  by  a  deep  incision.  When  neither  4wo  ewes  being  similar,  inflammation  in  the 
naturally  or  artificially  relieved,  the  patifjot'  veioe  of  the  eye  in  both,  excited  directly  ^n 
becomes  comatose,  and  expires  sometfrnes  Che  one  and  by  the  circulation  of  matter  in 
very  suddenly.  On  dissection,  jou  find  the  other?  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
matter  within  the  ocular  capstile,  on  both  ophthalmitis  follows  as  a  sequela  of  fevers, 
surfaces  of  the  retina,  and  witUn  the  both  eruptive  and  others,  such  as  measles* 
hyaloid.  small-pox,  scarlatina,  and  typhus.  Now,  in 
The  cmu€9  of  ophthalmilfs  ipe  first  of  all,  these  cases,  is  the  cause  a  circulation  of  pus, 
injuries ;  such  as,  the  operations  for  cataract,  secreted  perhaps  in  the  veins  of  the  abdomi- 
Dot  extraction  only,  bsit  eometimes  even  nal  viscera?  These  are  queries,  you  see, 
division  through  the  cornea  or  the  sclerotica;  which  we  cannot  at  present  pretend  to 
the  excision  of  staphyloma ;  injuries  received  answer. 

in  blasting  stone;  and  the  like.  Sometimes,  The  trfatment  of  ophthalmitis,  whether 
in  particular  states  of  the  constitution,  very  traumatic  or  phlebitic,  requires,  in  the  first 
■light  injuries,  a  mere  prick,  will  give  rise  to  place,  the  free  use  of  the  lancet,  cupping, 
phlegmonous  ophthalmitis.  A  second  canse  and  the  application  of  leeches. 
aboutwhichweareperfectly8ure,isthecircn*  Tartar  emetic  in  large  doses  has  been 
lation  of  pus  throu|^  the  system,  arising  from  recommended ;  a  solution  of  six  grains,  say, 
tiie  inflammation  (H^  a  vein.  The  pus  secreted  in  six  ounces  of  water,  and  a  table-spoonful 
by  the  sanguiferous  membrane  passes  into  of  the  solution  to  be  given  every  half  hour, 
the  tide  of  the  blood,  and  becoming  arrested  But  this  I  have  not  tried,  as  it  would  inter- 
in  some  of  the  minute  vessels  of  the  eye,  fere  with  the  free  exhibition  of  mercury, 
perhaps  in  the  veins  of  the  choroid,  it  there  which  I  consider  to  be  more  efficacious, 
excites  inflammation,  and  a  new  secretion  of  The  only  case  of  ophthalmitis  in  which  I 
matter,  which  we  find  effused  in  the  situa-  have  witnessed  a  perfect  recovery  was  one 
tions  I  have  mentioned  to  you,  after  death,  in  which  I  made  the  mouth  speedily  sore 
This  is  not,  as  it  was  once  supposed,  a  mere  with  calomel  and  opium.  The  aspect  of  the 
deposition  of  the  pus,  carried  in  the  circnla-  case  was  very  bad,  so  that  I  considered  it 
tion  from  the  veio  originally  inflamed.  It  is  my  duty  to  announce  to  the  friends  the  dan* 
a  new  secretion  of  pus  altogether,  from  ves-  gerous  situation  of  the  patient ;  but  as  soon 
sels  excited  to  inflammation  by  the  pus  glo*  as  the  mercury  told  on  the  mouth,  the 
hules  becoming  arrested  in  them.  The  pus  ophthalmitis  began  to  subside,  the  eyeball 
formed  in  the  veins  in  cases  of  diffuse  cellu-  retreated  into  the  orbit,  and  a  perfect  cure 
lar  inflammation,  may,  in  this  way,  excite  took  place. 

ophthalmitis.     Some  time  ago,  I  was  re*  Counter-irritation  to  the  feet,  such  as,  by 

quested  by  a  medical  friend  to  visit  a  lady,  mustard-baths,  or  owstard-ponltieee,  and 

who  some  days  after  her  confinement  was  counter-irritation  to  the  nape  of  the  neek 

seized  with  headache,  rigors,  quick  pulse,  by  blisters,  as  weU  as  blisters  beliiiid  the 

intense  pain  in  one  of  her  eyes,  loss  of  vision  ears,  will  be  proper, 

of  that  eye,  and  swelling  of  the  conjunctiva.  Pledgets,  wrung  out  of  cold  water,  and 

She  soon  became  comatose  after  I  saw  her,  fi'equently  changed,  are  the  best  local  appli- 

and  died  on  the  eleventh  day  after  her  con-  cation  in  the  early  period  of  the  disease ; 

finement.    I  pronounced  the  case  to  be  one  afterwards,  a  warm  poultice, 

of  phlebitic  ophthalmitis,   probably  origi-  Extract  of  belladonna  may  with  propriety 

nating  in  inflammation  of  the  sinuses  of  the  be  smekred  on  the  eyelids  and  eyebrow, 

uterus.    On  dissection,  we  had  made  several  Should  the  patient  become  very  weak  in 

incisions  into  the  walls  of  the  uterus,  without  consequence  of  the  pain  and  fever,  and  the 

discovering  any  diseased  appearances.    On  debilitating  influence  of  the  treatment,  mild 

exantining,  however,  the  place  where  the  pla-  nourishment  must  be  afforded  him,  and  you 

centa  had  been  attached,  we  found  it  covered  may  give  htm  quina.   But  in  the  early  stage, 

with  sanious  purulent  matter,  and  several  of  you  will,  of  course,  recommend  abstinence 

the  veins  proceeding  from  that  place  filled  firom  food,  and  water  only  for  drink, 

with  mis.  The  last  point  in  the  treatment  refers  to 

It  IS  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  the  the  evacuation  of  the  serous  fluid  and  pus 

symptoms  in  phlebitic  and  those  in  traumatic  collected  within  the  ocular  capsule,  or  de- 

caaes  of  ophthalmitis  bear  a  strong  resem-  posited  within  the  eye.     I  have,  in  several 

blance  to  each  other.  The  same  pale  chemosis  cases,  punctured  the  eyeball  in  ophthalmitis, 

of  the  conjunctiva,  the  ssme  layer  of  lymph  on  and  thereby,  I  think,  have  saved  the  life  of 

the  inner  suHace  of  the  lower  eyelid,  the  the  patient.    Sometimes  I  punctured  the 

same  excessive  protmaon  of  the  eye  from  cornea,  sometimes  the  sclerotica,  and  even 

the  orbit,  the  same  sloughing  of  the  cornea !  when  no  pus,  but  only  blood  and  watery 
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fluid  were  diseharged,  the  discharge  gave  ' 
great  relief  by  the  relaxation  it  afTorded  to 
the  compressed  and  distended  eye. 

The  plan  of  opening  the  ocular  capsule  I 
first  put  in  practice  at  the  Eye  InfirmAry  in 
February  1842.  The  eye,  afTeetod  with 
ophthalmitis  after  an  injury,  was  excessively* 
hard,  and  greatly  protruded,  but  around  it  I 
felt  an  obscnre  fluctuation,  as  if  from  fluid 
accumulated  in  the  cavity  of  the  ocular  cap- 
sule, and  this  I  determined  I  should  attempt 
to  evacuate.  I  went  to  work  almost  as  if  I 
had  meant' to  operate  for  strabismus,  divid- 
ing the  conjunctiva  in  a  rertical  direction  at 
the  inner  canthus,  and  towards  the  lower 
eyelid,  and  then  directing  the  lancet  back- 
wards by  the  side  of  the  eyeball,  between 
the  eyeball  and  the  lower  inner  wall  of  the 
orbit,  so  as  to  avoid  the  rectus  intemus  and 
rectus  inferior.  There  was  a  sudden  dis- 
charge of  serous  fluid,  mixed  with  pus,  and 
immediately  the  eyeball  sunk  back,  and  the 
cornea  became  quite  flaccid,  showing  that 
the  cause  of  the  previous  excessive  hardness 
of  the  eye,  and  of  its  protrusion,  had  been 
not  in  the  eye,  but  behind  it.  TUs,  then,  I 
should  recommend  to  be  done  in  all  similar 
cases,  and  done  early  ;  not  delayed  till  the 
eye  is  disorganized,  or  the  patient  tbiking 
into  the  state  of  coma.  The  operation  is 
simple,  and  easy  of  performance,  and  affords 
the  most  likely  means  of  saving  both  the 
vision  and  the  life  of  the  patient.  It  is  pro« 
bable  that  opening  the  ocular  capsule  in  the 
manner  described  may  be  of  use  in  some 
other  cases  of  prolmsion  of  the  eye— cases 
of  exophthalmos  altogether  independent  of 
inflammation,  and  where  there  is  no  reason 
to  suspect  the  existence  of  any  enlargement 
of  the  lachrymal  gland,  or  of  any  solid  or 
encysted  tumor  in  the  orbit,  but  merely  a 
dropsy  of  the  capsule ;  but  to  discuss  tliis 
proposal  at  present  would  lead  us  away  from 
the  matter  now  in  hand. 
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Case  T.^— A  man,  32  years  of  age, 
was  seized,  after  sleeping  in  a  damp 
bed,  on  November  19,  with  pneumonic 


symptoms,  for  which,  in  the  next  five 
days,  he  took  only  an  emetic.  On  the 
sixth  day  of  the  illness  he  was  bled  to 
sixteen  ounces ;  and  on  the  ninth  day, 
after  a  blister  and  free  purging,  he 
made  no  complaint  but  of  headache, 
thp  pulse  being  at  80,  and  firm.  In 
the  course  of  tne  next  six  days  little 
medicine  was  given,  all  the  symptoms 
being  relieved,  excepting  that  the  pulse 
remained  a»  before.  He  then  had  a 
return  of  severe  headache,  attended 
with  sleeplessness,  vomiting,  and  a 
bleedine  at  the  nose ;  the  pulse  still  at 
SO,  and  stronger,  on  the  eighth  day 
from  the  first  head  complaint — a  pur- 
fixative  now  given.  The  following  day 
headache  severe ;  the  face  tumid ;  noise 
in  the  ears ;  the  tongue  white ;  the 
pulse  as  before. 

Ten  leeches  on  the  head. 

The  day  after,  being  the  fifth  of  con- 
tinued headache,  he  was  seised  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  with  apoplexy  and 
palsy  of  the  left  armj  the  pulse  il2 
just  after  the  invasion.  On  the  bowels 
acting  he  became  sensible,  and  re- 
covered the  power  of  the  arm ;  and  in 
a  few  hours  complained  only  of  shiver- 
ing and  pain  in  the  sfomach ;  the  pulse 
then  80,  and  firm. 

A  purgative  of  jalap,  calomel,  and  senna. 
Ten  leeches  to  the  head. 

On  the  following  day  the  symptoms 
were  much  relieved  after  a  copious 
.purging ;  but  the  day  after,  the  7th  of 
more  constant  head  complaint,  the 
headache,  noise  in  the  ears,  and  swell- 
ing of  the  face,  returned  with  severity ; 
the  pulse  72,  very  firm. 

Bleeding  to  20  ounces — ^the  blood  very 
lisy  and  cupped. 

The  8th  day,  the  symptoms  the  same. 

A  purgative. 

The  next  day,  worse. 
A  blister  behind  the  ears,  and  a  purgative. 

The  10th  day,  thesame  state.  Pulse  96* 
A  purgative. 

The  Uth,  a  little  relief,  but  the 
pulse  90,  and  full. 

A  purgative. 

The  12th  day,  i.  e,  the  I9lh  from  the 
first  head  symptom,  vertigo,  and  the 
bowels  torpid. 
Twelve  leeches  to  the  head,  and  a  purgative* 

In  the  evening,  seized  with  stupor 
and  convulsions,  during  which  he  was 
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bled  to  22  oancea — the  blood  still  very  feelings  of  illness,  but  was  able  to  pur- 
sizy  and  cupped ;  the  pulse  after  it  sue  his  work  on  that  and  the  three  fol- 
i02;  headache  then  relieved  after  lowing  days..  On  the  27th,  while 
leeching.  The  following  day,  delirium ;  painting  the  ceiling  of  a  room,  after  a 
pulse  ^,  and  full ;  the  bowels  then  moderate  dinner,  he  complained  of  his 
purged,  and  he  complained  only  of  the  head,  felt  faint,  staggered,  begged  to 
hearing  being  acute.  be  taken  into  the  air,  and  fell  into  pro- 
Bleeding  to  22  onnecs— the  blood  as  before,  found  apoplexy.    He  was  bled  largely 

.-.^          -          ^     ,           ^  an  hour  after  the  attack,  after  which 

Afterwards,  a   tendency  to    coma;  he  vomited.    In  two  hours  more  I  saw 

pulse  96,  sharp.  bin,^  ^tiH  i„  ^.^ma;   the  pulse  72,  and 

Leeches  to  the  kead.  small ;    the  pupils  dilated  and  fixed  ; 

.  The  14th   day,  delirium   and  cos-  a°d  in  another  hour  he  died. 

tiveness.  Inspection, — Much  bloody  ichor  is- 

A  Dunrative  suing  from  the  mouth ;  blood  extrava* 

^^^      '  sated  beneath  the  scalp  at  the  vertex  and 

•  In  the  evening,  delirium  continuing,  occiput  (which  did  not  seem  to  have 

and  the  respiration  being  stertorous,  happened  from  a  blow  in  falling).    The 

20  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from  cranium  very  thick,  hard,  and  heavy, 

the  temporal  artery,  which  was  sizy.  presenting  on  its  inner  surface  many 

The  next  day,  stumor,  squint,  and  in-  singular  ridges  of  bone.  The  dura  mater 

voluntary  stools.    Bleeding  again  from  va8cular,and  adherent  to  the  arachnoid; 

the  artery  to  14  ounces,  which  was  foU  the  lateral  sinuses  turgid  with  blood ; 

lowed  by  convulsions,  and  death  in  six  the  arachnoid  thickened  and  opaque, 

hours.  with  many  minute  deposits    of  caU 

luspectiou.—Sli^ht   serous    effusion  careous  matter  on  it  at  the  base  and 

under  the  arachnoid  of  the  right  hemi-  vertex  of  the  brain  j    a  little  serum 

sphere;  a  little  also  in  the  ventricles,  beneath  it.    The  pia  mater  very  vas- 

The  blood-vessels  of  the  brain  were  not  cular;   air  and  serum  in  its  vessels; 

turgid ;  the  spinal  cord  natural.    Some  blood  effused  on  it  at  the  vertex,  and 

effusion  in  the  pericardium.  near  the   medulla    oblongata.      The 

I  saw  this  case  in  the  practice  of  a  substance  of  the  brain  at  the  upper 

gentleman  now  deceased.  portions  of  the  hemisphere  was  soft. 

If  the  early  severity  of  the  head  and  studded  with  bloody  points ;   the 

symptoms,  occurring  after  a  pneumonic  lateral   ventricles   filled  with   clotted 

inflammation,    had    been    adequately  blood  and  serum;    their  walls  much 

treated,  had  excited  wholesome  alarm,  broken  down  and  ulcerated,  and  from 

and  if  their  remission  had  been  re-  their  floor   a   large  cavity  (hctended 

garded  as  deceptive  while  the  pulse  through  the  crura  cerebri,  and  at  the 

remained  full   and  firm,  and  if   the  contiguous  portion  of  the  cerebellum, 

active  bleeding  in  the  latter  stage  had  where  it  became  a  cell  as  large  as  a 

been  adopted  earlier,  with  more  purga-  pigeon's    egg,   filled  with  blood ;    its 

tives  and  mercury,  might  not  the  result  boundaries    also   were    softened,  and 

have  been  different  ?    The  remarkable  apparentlv  ulcerated.     The  large  arte- 

want  of  correspondence  in  the  symp-  ries  at  the  base  of  the  brain  were, 

toms  and  morbid  appearances  is  re-  dilated  and  flaccid, 
ferrible  to  the  treatment  shortly  before 

death.                                           •  Case  I II.— A  woman,  35  years  old, 

who  had  suffered  much  from  mental 

Case  II. — ^A  painter,  aged  30,  had  anxiety  and  poverty,  had  complained, 

complained  for  two  years  occasionally  in  her  pregnancy  in  October  1834,  of 

of  severe  headache,  vertigo,  and  stair-  symptoms  of  mild  peritoneal  inflam* 

gering,  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  sick-  mation,  with  dropsy  of  the  legs,  which 

nesB,  particularly  on  taking   even   a  were  relieved  by  a  small  blood-letting, 

small  quantity  of  fermented  or  distilled  In  the  following  January  she  had  an 

liquors.    He  had  had  the  colic  from  easy  labour,    followed,    however,   by 

lead,  but  the  bowels  were  generally  much  nervous  irritability  and  despon- 

regnlar.  dency  of  recovery.    On  the  fifth  day 

On  October  23d,  1838,  he  supped  after  delivery,  she  complained  much  of 

heartily  on  beef-steaks  and  porter,  and  headache,  which  subsided  after  a  pur- 

tiie  next  moruing  had  vomiting  and  gative,  and    she   appeared  unusually 


598    OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  THE 

well  the  next  three  days ;  then,  after  plete  palsv  of  the  right  arm*  imperfect 

severe  mental  disquiet,  at  11  a.m.  she  palsy  of  the  right  leg ;  his  utterance 

felt  benumbed  at  the  left  arm,  which  very  indistinct,  and  on  attempting  to 

feeling  quickly  extended  to  the  upper  speiak    the    tongue  was  seen   drawn 

parts,  and  was  followed  by  an  apo-  to  the  right  side,  the  mouth  to  the 

Electic  fit.    She  was  seen  in  an  hour  left ;   the  pupils  slnj^gish,  the  left  eye 

y  her  acconcheur,  when  she  had  be-  protuberant ;  pulse  fo,  very  full ;  the 

come  sensible,  and  appeared  only  a  thermometer  at  98^  on  th^  palsied  side, 

little  hysterical.    She  then  took  some  at  101**  on  the  sound  side;   the  tongue 

medicine,  which  she  vomited,  and  fell  white;  bowels  regular ;  mental  powers 

into  a  profound  apoplexy.    I  saw  her  apparently  unimpaired.    He  had  used 

at  3  P.M.,  senseless,  cold,  and  nearly  no  remedies. 

pulseless ;    the  arms  drawn  with  tonic  Bleeding  to  16  oances— the  Uood  natural. 

Kpasm;    the  right  pupil  dilated  and  Pargatives. 

lixed,  the  left  mo veaule  and  contracted.  mu   ^  n     -       ji             ^          e      • 

After  thi8,on  using  clysters,  sinapisms,  ,  The  following  day,  a  return  of  epi- 

and  evHpirating  lotions  to  the  head,  lep  ic  convulsions ;  pulse  60;  the  boweU 

the  pulse  became  distinct  and  regular)  ''''^^"^  "»  "P"*  "^  *^^  medicine, 

the  respiration  less  noisy  and  more  Th®  l***d  shaven ;   12  leeches,  a  bhster, 

caual,  and  she  could  move  the  legs.  and  purgatives. 

The  reaction  increased,  and  the  tem-  The  I3ih  day  from  the  attack,  a  re- 

poral  arteries,  particularly  the  right,  currence  of  stupor  and  convulsions, 

throbbed  strongly.    She  was  then  bled  with  stertorous  breathing ;  pulse  52. 

from  both  arteries  to  15  ounces ,  the  gj^jj^g  f^^  ^^^  temporal  arteries  to  36 

Wood  extremely  dark.  ^^ances  (6  only  would  flow  from  the  left). 

Death  followed  in  five  hours.  ^,      ,    \        , .  ,    , 

Inspection.^The  whole   surface   of  Shortly  after  which  the  pulse  rose  to 

xne  light  hemisphere  darkly  stained,  72,  and  the  convulsions  ceased;   but 

from  blood  extravasated  beneath  the  ^^^  P^lse  aeain  fell  to  50,  very  full  and 

arachnoid;   the  pia  mater  much  en-  firm  in  the  left  arm ;  the  thermometer 

gorged  with  blood.     The  whole  sub-  at  95^  on  the  palsied  side,  98®  on  the 

stance  of  this  hemisphere  was  extremely  sound.    The  f4th  day,  breathing  less 

softened,  broken  down,  and  filled  with  stertorous ;  the  tongue  less  affected ; 

clotted  blood ;  the  left  hemisphere  in  a  pu^se  60,  weaker ;  thermometer  at  90^ 

aimilar  state,  but  in  a  slighter  degree.  <>"  each  side.    In  a  few  hours,  a  return 

The  wall  of  the  right  lateral  ventricle  of  the  apoplectic  state.    Pulse  54,  full 

much  softened;   very  little  serum  in  and  strong;  animal  heat  97**. 

the  cavitier;    the  remaining  parts  of  Bleeding  again  from  the  temporal  artery 

the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  were  soft.  to  20  ounces — the  blood  nacaral. 

This  softening  of  the  brain  had  long  shortly  after  which  the  pulse  was 

preceded  the  apoplectic  attack,  yet  it  72,  and  still  fuU.    The  15th  day,  stUl 

was  shown  by  no  symptom  but  ner-  apoplectic, 

voosness  and  lowness  of  spmts,  which  '    t     u         j            *i      1    a 

seemed  to  be  sufficiently  accounted  for  Leeches,  and  a  purgative  clyster. 

hy  the  domestic  circumstances  of  the  Death  the  next  morning, 

patient.    It  was  connected  with  defec-  Inspection^ — Inr  the  left  hemisphere 

tiye  nutrition  of  the  brain  rather  than  of  the  brain,  just  above  the  ventricle, 

with  an  inflammatory  condition;  and  was  an  abscess  holding  an  ounce  and  a 

constituted  a  strong  predisposition  to  half  of  pus.    Inflammation  in  the  brain 

this  most  fatal  form  or  apoplexy.  seems  to  have  existed  at  the  time  of  the 

invasion  of  the  epiiepsv  and  hemi* 
Case  IV. — ^A  sailor,  aged  22,  while  plegia,  and  to  have  passea  into  the  sup- 
doing  duty  in  stormy  weather,  Nov.  10,  purative  state  on  the  llth  day,  when 
1819,  was  attacked  with  stupor  and  the  convulsions  recurred,  or  on  the 
convulsions,  which  were  followed  by  13th,  when  decided  apoplexy  super- 
}>alsy  of  the  right  limbs,  and  India-  vened. 
tinctness  of  speech.    He  remained  in 

this  palsied  state  to  the  20th,  when  the  Case  Y.^This  case,  although  not 

convulsions   returned,  and   he   came  one  of  apoplexy,  is  placed  here  as 

under  medical  care  and  my  observation,  showing  in  its  symptoms  a  remarkable 

The  symptoipsi  pain  at  the  head,  com-  contrast  to  the  foregoing,  while  the 
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morbid  appearances  are  similar.     A  28th.— Vomiting  after  break  fast,  then 

man,  aged  21,  after  unusual  confine-  sleep,  and  a  return  of  pain  on  awaking. 

ment  and  exertion  in  his  business  as  a  He  was  able,  however,  to  dine  out ;  ate 

tailor,  was  affected,  June  8th,  1835,  veal  and  drank  porter ;  after  which  he 

with  severe  pain  in  the  temples,  back,  again  vomited,  and  the  headache  be- 

andlimbs,  with  shivering  and  vomiting  came  intolerably  severe.    His  medical 

after  his  dinner.    He  had  been  troubled  attendant  saw  him  in  a  few  hours,  and 

ifor  a  few  days  previously  with  pain  found  the  pulse  weak  and  slow.    An 

and    severe    throbbing  in   the    head,  anodyne  was  given;  and  at  10  p.m.  I 

broken  sleep,    loss  of  appetite,    and  saw  him  in  the  most  excruciating  agony 

costiveness  j    which  were  relieved  on  a;  the  temples ;  but  the  mental  powers 

taking  physic.  collected,  the  eyes  and  pulse  natural, 

Calomel  with  Colocynth.  and  Baline  anti.  and  he  had  no  fever ;  his  whole  state 

monial  medicines,  were  now  given  by  his  exhibited  the  features  of  an  attack  of 

medical  attendant.  nervous  headache  succeeding  to  an  in- 

The  next  day  the  symptoms  the  same.  Aammatory  affection  which  Bad  passed 

awav 

Bleeding  to  ten  onnces ;  from  which  he  ',',.  ,          ,.          ,    ^    .j    •           x   ^i. 

fainted;    the    blood  veiy    bnffy    and  A  bhster  on  the  neck,  tepid  Jincpar  to  the 

cupped ;  leeches  to  the  temples ;  pur-  »>^»<^;  •  "timulaht  footbath,  and  a  slight 

gatives  continued.  cordial. 

1  oih  — Most  severe  pain  at  the  crown  The  pain  continued  unremitting  until 

of  the  head.  midnight,  when  he  suddenly  fell  back 

Head  shaven ;   a  cooling  lotion,  leeches,  in  the  bed  and  expired. 

and  a  bleeding  to  six   ounces,  which  inspect  ion.  ^The  skull  very  thick; 

again  induced  syncope ;  the  blood  less  the  occiput    vascular  throughout    its 

inflamed.  structure ;  the  pia  mater  rather  blood- 

1  Ith— Muchbetter,  pul«e  70) bowels  hemlspLre  wm  Msmm  UStainfifg 

***''*  an  ounce  of  fetid  green  pus,  its  walls 

PnrgatiTes;  cold  bathing  of  the  head.  formed  by  coagulated  lymph  and  in- 

The  next  day,  occasional  pains  at  the  darated  brain,  torming  a  diseased  mass 

head.  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg.    The  remainder 

Cold  sffosioii,  ulines  with  digitalis.  of  the  encephalon  was  natural. 

In  a  few  dtiys  he  was  so  much  better  ^       -nt    %     •      .         »        i 

as  to  go  oat  of  doois,  and  felt  well,  ,  Casb  VI.  also  is  not  one  of  apoplexy, 

except  that  the  pain  in  the  head  rel  ''"'  f  "'^^  "» ,"«  "*'"«  '»  »  comatose 

tnrnid  every  night,  when  he  had  been  "ff^c""".    an*    marked   by   pecuhar 

in  bed  and  asleep  for  an  hour  two.  symptoms.                  u    u  a  i     .•  • 

In  a  few  c&ys.  however,  these  .  A  man,  aged  22,  who  had  lived  m- 
paroxysms  were  relieved  by  cooling  temperately  through  the  winter,  con- 
lotions  to  the  head;  and  about  June  tracted  syphihs,  and  taken  quack  medi. 

20th,    he   made   no   complaint;    the  «"|S?' "^fS  •'^''?"*"  V^'u^^"^  ^P"L' 

natural  functions  were  good,  bit  his  1830,  with  jaundice,  which  disappeared 

manner  was  dull.    On  the  25th,  the  *"*lf "'  "ledicine  at  the  end  of  three 

beginning  of  the  fourth  week  of  the  *^««='Jf.-     ^",*«">  "^^y*  .•"?"'>\'"'/ 

iUiess,  he  was  obliged  to  lie  down  in  '<?""'«>?  ""^  "e^e'-e  pain  m  the  head, 

the  afternoon,  and  was  observed  to  w'lh  occasional  fits  of  stupor,  and  a 

stagger  in  walking,  after  it.    On  being  Presentiment  that  he  should  die  soon, 

questioned,  he  said  that  he  felt  welf,  ^^^  t^^P*"??*  pers'sted  for  a  week 

except  when  rising  from  sleep,  but  the  *'?°"'t***^  l"».  JT  ?'  **"  *"^i"'' 

appetite  had  failed.    The  next  day  he  «"»d  on  June  4th,  1830.  he  came  under 

complained  of  having  had  more  pam  in  ^eo'cal .««.  for  the  severe  vomiting 

the  head  during  the  night ;  the  pulse  '^^  costiveness. 

had  fallen  from  70  to  60,  and  was  Ordered— ton  gnuus  of  calomd. 

small ;   the  tongue  white ;   the  face  On  the  5th  the  pulse  was  only  4G ! 

pale ;  eyes  clear.  He  afterwards  walked  the  vomiting  had  ceased  on  taking  the 

out  of  doors  that  day,  and  said  he  felt  calomel,  but  the  costiveness  was  not 

well  in  the  open  air,  overcome. 

^th.— Severe   pain    in    the    head,  XTie  head  shaven,  the  calomel  repeated, 

and  slight  vomiting  m  tUc  night.  «nd  purgatives. 
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The  following  day,  much  pain  at  the  120.    A  fortnight  afterwards  I  met  him 

temples,  occasional  stupor,  the  pulse  in  the  street,  improved  in  strength  and 

still  46;  the  bowels  freely  purged.  flesh,  and  without  any  morbid  symp^ 

Cold  to  the  head,  cupping-glasses  to  the  ^on^s  ^ut  a  quick  pulse,  and  the  puni- 

.     neck,  small  doses  of  calomel,  and  the  lent  discharge ! 

purgatives  continued.  October  6th.— A  return  of  pain  at 

The  symptoms  not  being  relieved  in  *«  ^Z^f  ^'"^F^^'  *  """''""K  8*^*' 

a  few  hou«,  he  was  bled  to  10  ounces,  »nd  a  pall«l  cotintenance. 

after  which  he  lay  without  speaking  ,j„^i*'- -  jl".  J'nP^'ed   countenance ; 

tossing  the  head  from  side  to  side,  and  H,"'l,„  °JS      K-  T^if '  *•""*  '"."^"t  %' 

in    two  hours  more    he  died    unex-  *ewo«nd  which  the  surgeon  touched 

.11  with  blue  stone, 

pecieuiy .  j  3th._The  dischargee  had  ceased,  he 

Cask  VII.-^«  iuUance  of  encysted  few  sick  and  vomited  in  the  night,  and 

absceain  the  brain  j  with  an  ex«r«-  «<»"Pl«ned  of   the  head.    The   ne,t 

ordinaru  remission  of  the  symptoms,  ^^y  these  symptoms  were  more  urgent, 

•^                   y          y   r  ^ith  a  tendency  to  stupor;  the  eyes 

A  boy,  about  nine  years  of  age,  had  dull ;  the  puuils  dilated  ;    the  bowels 

a  blow  on  the  left  teipple  with  a  nail,  costive;  yet  tnere  was  little  of  fever. 

at  the  beginning  of  August  1830,  which  xhe  temporal  region  shaven,  leeched  and 

was  followed  in  the   course  of   eight  poulticed;    calomel,    scammony,    and 

days  by  occasional  vomiting  and  slight  salts,  in  repeated  doses. 

stupor.  On  the  11th  he  still  complained  ,-^,       ,,           .      i.  .1     i.     j  j. 

sligVtly  of  his  head,  but  was  able  to  l^V^'""^'?,??""  °^*.^?  ^^*^'  ^?7^''' 

walk  some  distance  to  mv  house:  no  and  stupor;  all  the  medicines  ymnited; 

severe  symptoms  showed 'themselves ;  costiveness  remaining;  pulse  100,  full. 

the  scalp  over  the  injured  part  was  Leeches  and    the   purgatives    repeated; 

slightly  swollen.  gener&l  bleeding  attempted  in  vain. 

Leeches,  poultices,  and  purgatives.  At  a  consultation  it  was  determined 

In  a  week  he  came  to  me  again,  with  l^J^^^,  u^^^  '"^^P,  '^"^  ^^l  V^"^  '^^ 

the  symptoms  much  relievedTbut  some  ^^^^^^^  ^one :  on  doing  which,a  hole 

pus  was^^flowing  from  the  wound ,  he  .'jf^^  «^^"  ^°  '^  J"?'  *^«!«  ,'H^i  ""1^ 

was  referred  10  a  sui^on  for  further  the  probe  passed  inwards  to  the  depth 

examination,  and  in  t&ec  days  was  re-  °^^^  ]^?^  a-aa""^^'  ^"^  ""^  pus  came 

ported  to  be  going  on  well.    On  the  ^"V.  The  divided  vessels  were  flowed 

20lh,  however:  heTiad  an  epileptic  fit.  J  ^^^^^  ^f  ^  ^^^^y.    The  next  day  all 

It  wLi  then  feared  that  suppuration  had  ^^^  ^ymptoms  were  wonderfully  im- 

taken  place  in  the  dura  mater,  as  for  P^'^^ea. 

the  last  few  days  he  had  been  delirious  Purgative  clysters. 

and  restless  at  nights.    The  next  day  it  17th.— The  sleep  good;  the  bowels 

was  found  that  the  temporal  bone  had  freely  purged. 

been  perforated  ;  but  throughout  the  20th.— More  headache. 

Bucceeaing  days,  to  the  28th,  he  seemed  Xen  leeches ;  purgatives  and  Colchicum. 
much  better;  on  this  day  his  manner 

was  stupid,  and  he  had  ear-ache,  and  a  2lst— A  sleepless  night,  succeeded 
quick  pulse,  and  was  become  emaciated ;  hy  vomiting  and  more  pain  in  the  head, 
on  pressing  the  temple  much,  pus  22d. — Some  stupor ;  a  look  of  pros- 
flowed  out,  evidently  from  beneath  the  tration ;  vital  functions  low ;  the  left 
skull,  for  a  probe  could  be  deeply  in-  P«pil  much  dilated  and  fixe.l.  Life 
troduced  without  any  obstacle.  was  protracted  to  the  2(3th,  when  the 
»#-iij--L  r.  t  1  jni.i.v  left  eye  was  observed  to  be  excessively 
Milk  diet;  Calomel  and  Rhubarb.  prominent,  its   pupil   as  before;    the 

30th.  —  Much    purulent   discharge,  arms  were  drawn  with    spasm,    and 

sweats,  and  a  rapid  pulse,  without  any  death  soon   followed  ;    at  the  end  of 

other  bad  symptoms.  three  months  from  the  injury,  and  a 

Sulphuric  add  and  infusion  of  rhubarb.  fortnight  from  the  severe  relapse. 

September    4th.  —  He    was    down  Inspection,— The  prominence  of  the 

stairs,  not  complaining  of  the  head ;  eye-ball  gone.    The  interior  of  the  left 

good  pus  flowing  from  tlie  temple  ;  the  temporal  bone,  near  the  perforation, 

natural  functions  good  ;  but  ilie  puUe  rough,  and  denuded ;    the  dura-mater 
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beneath  the  parietal  bone  adherent  to  roxystns  of  severe  pain  and  cramp  in 

the  pia-mater^  which  was  very  vascii-  the  legs,  which  confined  him  to  the 

lar ;    bloody    points   throughout    the  couch  for  weeks  together,  but  at  other 

hemispheres ;  the  posterior  lobe  of  the  times  he  could  walk  about.     At  one 

left  hemisphere  at  its  upper  part  ex-  time  in  this  period  he  had  cough  and 

tremely  sortened,  and  between  this  por-  hectic,  which  threatened   to  end   in 

tion  and  the  veAtricle  was  an  immense  phthisis. 

cyst  containing  three  ounces  of  green  On  May  Srd,  1827f  he  was  attacked 
pus, — the  walls  of  the  cyst  very  vas-  with  a  severe  return  of  pain  and  cramp 
cuhir;  three  ounces  of  serum  in  the  in  the  legs,  whicn  was  «ucceeded  by 
ri^ht  ventricle.  The  pia-mater  of  the  vomiting,  costiveness,  and  acute  pain 
spinal  chord  also  was  vascular.  in  ihe  head.  .  These  symptoms  per- 
sisted for  four  days,  when  the  vomitins 
CasbVHI.^A  fine  boy,  seven  years  ceased,  but  the  pain  in  the  forehead 
of  age,  some  members  of  whose  family  with  fever,  gradually  increased ;  the 
had  died  of  hydrocephalus  and  mesen-  bowels  being  very  costive.  On  the 
teric  disease,  after  wetting  his  feet  in  8th,  I  saw  him,  in  great  suffering  in  the 
the  beginning  of  September  1822,  com-  head,  and  in  the  back  at  the  seat  of  the 
plained  of  acute  pain  and  tenderness  in  curvature,  with  fever,  delirium,  and 
the  region,  of  the  lower  dorsal  verlebrae  tremors ;  the  pulse  60,  unequal  and  in- 
shooting  round  to  the  navel.  The  termittent,  yet  full.  He  was  bled  to 
pain  came  on  with  remittent  fever  at  fiveounces;' after  which  the  pulse  im* 
regular  quotidian  noon-day  periods ;  proved ;  but  in  another  hour>  while 
the  bowels  were  very  costive.  He  conversing  cheerfully,  he  fell  into  con- 
came  under  my  care  three  days  after  the  vulsions  and  coma,  with  stertorous 
attack.  The  symptoms  were  instantly  breathing ;  and  the  pulse  became  very 
relieved  on  applying  eight  leeches  to  weak.  On  the  next  day,  the  coma  con- 
the  spine,  and  giving  calomel  and  cas-  tinned,  the  pupils  were  fixed,  the  limbs 
tor  oO :  but  in  a  few  davs  he  felt  a  afiected  witn  severe  spasms,  but  he 
transient  numbness  of  the  lower  limbs,  sneesed  and  coughed !  The  spasms 
while  sitting  up.  On  the  13th,  he  got  ceased  on  applying  an  opiate  cata- 
pain  in  the  uowels  and  diarrhoea,  and  plasm  to  the  pit  of  the  stomach;  and 
the  sense  of  "  sleepiness''  in  the  legs  death  ensued  m  a  few  hours, 
continued.  By  October  7th,  he  was  Inspection. — The  membranes  at  the 
unable  to  sit  up  Y^ithout  pain  in  the  vertex  of  the  head  were  very  vascular ; 
back,  and  the  abdomen  was  tumid.  In  an  ounce  and  half  of  serum 'was  efiused 
January  1823,  weak  health  remained  ;  beneath  the  dura  mater :  the  arachnoid 
irritation  in  the  bowels  the  leading  opaque.  The  hemispheres  of  the  brain 
symptom;  which  was  relieved  by  a  very  large,  soft,  and  vascular.  The  pia 
blister,  the  blue  pill,  and  aperients.  In  mater  in  the  ventricles  very  vascular ; 
a  year  from  the  attack,  a  posterior  pre*  the  cerebellum  soft  and  vascular.  An 
jection  of  the  dorsal  vertebrce  was  very  extremecurvatureof  thedorsalvertebrs, 
conspicuous,  attended  with  pain  in  the  and  of  the  angles  of  the  ribs ;  the  front 
loins  and  legs,  inability  of  stooping,  portions  of  the  bodies  of  those  vert ebree 
swelled  feet,  tumidity  of  the  belly,  and  were  completely  carious,  forming  large 
hectic  sweats.  Issues,  rest,  and  mineral  loose  sequestra ;  the  spinal  cord  here 
acids,  were  then  employed.  At  the  was  extremely  wasted,  its  fibres  so  dis- 
end  of  November  he  shewed  symptoms  tinct  as  to  resemble  a  skein  of  thread ; 
of  irritation  in  the  brain,  with  pain  in  presenting  a  singular  specimen  of  ul- 
the  stomach  and  a  furred  tongue.  The  cerative  absorption*  of  the  chord, 
mineral  acids  were  discontinued,  being 

thought  to  disagree,  and  alteratives  Case  IX.— A  female,  aged  20,  had 
were  substituted.  During  the  next  been  affected  with  severe  epilepsy  from 
twelve  months  the  spinal  disease  was  the  age  of  9  years,  with  habitual  pa- 
tranquil.  In  December  1824,  he  had  roxysms  of  headache  and  excitement  of 
scarlatina-anginosa,  and  varicella  which  the  pulse  ;  and  the  thyroid  gland  was 
maturated  during  the  course  of  the  enormouslv  enlarged.  Eveir  sort  of 
former  disease.  In  the  next  two  years  treatment  nad  been  tried, — ^bfeedin^  in 
and  half  the  curvature  of  the  spine  was  all  its  forms,  setons,  mercury,  shaving 
unchanged,  the  abdomen  was  very  the  head,  cold  affusion,  nitrate  of  bis- 
prominent,  and  he  suffered  from  pa-  muth  and  of  stiver,  arsenic :  and  air 
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and  exercise ;-> and  all  in  vain.   Relief  13tH.— Still  vomiting;  pulse  16;   8 

was  obtained  only  from  purgatives.    In  scybalous  stool, 

the  beginning  of  I8»*.  the  fits  became  Medicine,  u  before, 

more   severe,    and   were  attended  by  ,_  ,        .               •       *   .                * 

deeper  stupor;  and  in  February  of  that  .  15th.--An    emetic    of   ipecacuanha 

year,  after  having  been  under  my  care  given,  after  which,,  and  a   clyster,  a 

fourteen  months,  she  died  in  apoplexy.  ^''\^^^^l?^^  P'^s^f  ^9^  ^f  "^^  he  felt 

luspecthn.^The  skull  large ;  its  os-  ^e"-    T^^"  remission  continued  to  the 

Bification  very  irregular,  being  in  one  ^Olh ;   theii  appeared  a  return  of  vo- 

part   extremely   thick  and  dense,   in  «n»i'ng    an^    cosiiveness;    pulse    100 

another  thin ;  the  interior  rugged  with  sh^rp* 

osseous  projections;    the    crista  ghlH  Leeches  and  clysten. 

particularly  large.     The    membranes  22d. -The  same  state, 
very  vascular  and  opaque  :  two  ounces 

of  scrum  in  the  ventricles ;  the  brain  Bleeding  to  2  ounces ;  other  remedies  as 

soft;  the  cerebellum  and  medulla  ob-  before. 

longata  and  optic  nerves  particularly  23d. — Much  relief;    the  blood  na- 

so.     The  arteries  of  the  brain  muca  tural. 

enlarged.  Pargatives  and  clysters  repeated. 

Case  X.-A  fine  boy,5yeaw  of  age,  {^^i^'Z^  ^^PJT  "«^"'^^f  ^J:  ''^\^^ 

was  affected  throughout  October  1824,  Jj;^»ch  the  appetite  was  good.    On  the 

with  severe  cosiiveness  and  urgent  vo-  ^}^^ ,?  'tf"'"^  °^  P^^*^  ^^^  vomiting, 

miting  of  all  his  food,  and  of  a  yellow  ^'»^*^  diaiThcca. 

mucus,— yet   the  appetite  was  unim-  Bleeding  to  2^  ounces ;  the  blood  mnch 

paired  !     He  had  also  at  the  outset  a  inflamed ;  salines,  with  digitalis, 

slight  pain  in  the  belly,  and  feverish-  Dec.  1st.— Sleeplessness,  and   then 

ness.    On  the  3 1st,  the  abdomen  was  some  stupor;  pulse  90.  The  2d, pupils 

still  lender,  with  obstinate  costiveness  dilated,  tonic  spasms  of   the    limbs, 

for   six   days;    thirst   and   a  furred  pulse  70,  irregular;  a  scybalous  stool 

tongue,  but  no  heat  of  the  skin ;  pulse  from  clysters. 

108 :  no  complaint  of  the  head,  sleep  ».      .           ... 

qqJq,^  Sinapisms  and  oordials. 

,     ,          xt    *_  „       .      ,    ...      ^  Death  in  two  days  more,  after  nine 

Leecheson  the  belly,  calomel  with  anti-  ^^^^^  of  illness.        . 

mony,  and  effervescmg  salmes.  /,„per/,o«.-The    transverse    colon 

Nov.  2d  —Epigastric  pain  relieved ;  >nuch  dilated,  containing  fiBces  in  one 

one  stool  from  a  clyster;  vomiting  as  ^^^^ »   ^^^  descending  colon  and   the 

before.  rectum  very  small:  inflammation  in  the 

--,.         ,  ,,        ,  ,.              ,     ,  mucouscoatofthecaputcoli,  andfeeees 

Warm   bath;    abstinence;    leeches   re-  lodged  there.     The  small  intestines  ge- 

peated.  one  gram  of  opium,  and  a  pnr-  ^^^Suy  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^j^  ^^^„g  ^^^^ 

gatiTe  Clyster.  healthy ;  but  a  diffused  vascularity  on 

On  the  3d,  two  large  stools ;   still  ^^^  peritoneal  coat  of  the  ileum,  and  a 

urgent  vomiting,  tongue  loaded,  and  *^>«*^^  intussusception  near  its  valve. 

thirst.  1°  t^c  head,  the  dura  mater  vascular 

-      ,         ,   ,  and  adherent,  the  lateral  sinuses  tur- 

Leeches  and  clysters.  ^^  with  blood ;    the  arachnoid  very 

6th.— Still  vomking,  excited  even  by  awtinct,  serqm  beneath  it  and  in  the 

eating  a  biscuit :  purged  of  unhealthy  ventncle.   At  the  interior  antenor  part 

stools  by  the  clyster.     On   the  5th,  o/ the  cerebellum,  a  hard  tubercle,  the 

symptomsbetter,  still  slightpain  in  the  f™  ®'  *  nutmeg;   no  morbid  vascu- 

abdomen,    and    a    dysenteric   stool;  lanty  nearit,  but  the  other  part  of  the 

mouth  sore  from  calomel.  cerebellum   was   very   vascular    and 

6oftened« 
A  blister  on  the  belly,  clysters,  salines, 

with  digitalis.  CTo  be  continued.]  • 

•   1 1  th. — A  return  of  vomiting  and  cos-  

tiveness. 

Clysters  and  a  warm  hath. 
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THE  EMPLOYMENT  OF  MESMERISM  o«t  a  case  for  inqoiiy.    This  preten- 

DURING  SURGICAL  OPERATIONS.  «1?"   of  mesmerism,   too,    beyond  all 

others,  admits  of  being  submitted  to 

"~"  examination,  under  circumstances  when 

7b  the  Ediior  qfike  Medical  Gaxetie,  the  exactitude  of  the  results  can  !fe 

Sib,  rigorously  investigated,  and  all  collu- 

I  THINK  the  writers  oCthe  letters  which  sion  ordeception  easily  guarded  against, 

have  appeared  in  the  Gazette,  in  an-  1  do  i>ot  think  those  act  wisely  who 

swcr  to  a  communication  of  mine  upon  attempt  to  settle  the  matter  by  ridicule 

the  above  subject,  do  not  seem  always  and  jeBtinc;.    The  subject  is  a  grave 

to  have  borne  in  mind  the  object  I  had  one,  and  I  believe  a  heavy  responsi- 

in  view  in  addressing  you.    It  certainly  Wlity  rests  upon  those  who  refuse  it 

was  not  that  of  advocating  the  various  consideration.—I  am,  sir, 

extraordinary  pretensions  of  mesmer-  Your  obedient  servant, 

ism,  of  which  I  know  nothing,  and  be-  John  Chatto. 

lieve  almost  as  little ;  but  of  pointing  Ore»t  Coram  Street,  Jan.  25, 1844. 

out  that  one  of  its  pretensions,  which    

does  not  outrage  all  possibility  of  be-  POISONOUS  EFFECTS  OF  THE 

lief,  and  whose  existence  has  been  tes-  CYANIDES, 
tified  to  bv  some  competent  and  trust- 

worthy  witnesses,  and  which,  if  real,  

is  susceptible  of  such  immensely  bene-  _  ..    _,..      x^-i    i^j-    »r^     ,m 

ficial  application,  has  never  been  tested  ^  '**  ^*'^  ^'**  ^«''^«'  ^''''•- 

by  a  class  of  tlie  profession  possessing  Sir, 

full  opportunities  of  examining  it,  and  In  a  former  communication  which  you 
whose  verdict  would  be  considered  sa-  did  me  the  honour  of  publishing  in  the 
tisfactory  and  final  both  by  the  profes-  Gazette  of  Jan.  17,  I  gave  an  account 
bion  and  public.  of  the  exceedingly  quick  and  powerful 
The  possibility  of  the  production  of  action  of  cyanide  of  potassium ;  and 
the  mesmeric  sleep  is  all  but  generally  from  subsequent  experiments  I  have 
admitted,  and  the  question  at  issue  is  found  that  it  is  constantly  decomposed, 
simply,  whether  insensibility  to  pain  is  and  evolves  the  odour  of  prussic  acid, 
always,  usually,  frequently,  or  ever,  a  when  it  is  mixed  with  the  contents  of 
concomitant  of  that  condition.  How  the  stomach,  or  even  with  weak  acid 
the  admission  of  the  possibility  of  this  liquors,  such  as  porter,  &c. 
should  involve  the  recognition  of  the  Following  out  my  inquiries  into  'the 
possibility  of  clairvoyance,  &c.  &c.  I  other  combinations  with  this  radical,  I 
cannot  understand.  The  instances  have  found  that  the  bicyanide  of  mer- 
which  have  been  cited  in  your  pages,  curv  exhibits  peculiarities  in  its  effects 
and  which  were  adduced  during  the  which  are  perhaps  worth  recording; 
discussion  at  the  Medico-Chirurgical  and  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  detail 
Society  (similar  examples  of  which  I,  which  would  result  from  the  descrip- 
in  common  with  all  who  have  fre-  tion  of  every  experiment  I  have  made 
quently  witnessed  surgical  operations,  with  this  salt,  I  shall  mereljr  relate  its 
nave  seen),  of  persons  possessed  of  the  action  in  two  cases ;  they  will  be  suffi- 
power  of  restraining  all  expression  of  ciently  expressive  of  all  the  rest, 
suffering  during  operations,  have  no-  Exp.  1.— Five  grains  of  bicyanide  of 
thing  to  do  with  the  question  at  issue,  mercury  were  dissolved  in  two  drachms 
unless  it  is  intended  to  explain  all  the  of  water,  and  given  to  a  small  terrier 
instances  adduced  as  examples  of  col-  dog,  which  had  been  fed  about  two 
lusion,  which  the  respectability  of  se-  hours  previous.  After  the  lapse  of 
veral  of  the  narrators  forbids.  The  three  minutes  it  began  to  retcn  vio- 
simple  question  is,  whether  the  tempo-  lently,  and  threw  up  the  half-digested 
rary  annihilation  of  sensibility  dunng  remains  of  its  food;  these  smelt  dis- 
the  mesmeric  sleep  is  so  complete  as  to  tinctl^  of  prussic  acid,  and  created  that 
render  the  pain  of  an  operation  unfelt.  peculiar  bitter  sensation  in  the  throat 
The  analogies  derived  from  the  obser-  which  is  so  characteristic  of  the  poison, 
vation  of  a  suspension  of  consciousness  In  the  course  of  the  next  ten  minutes 
to  as  great  a  aegree  as  this,  in  many  the  convulsive  action  of  the  diaphragm 
conditions  of  the  economy,  at  least  and  abdominal  muscles  was  most  dis- 
prove the  possibility  of  this,  and  make  tressing ;  it  vomited  again  and  again, 
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bringing  up  at  each  effort  a   small  that  reflex  action  had  ceased  i  the  eye 

quantity  of  thick  mucus.      Other  ef-  could  be  touched  without  winking,  and 

fects  of  the  poison  were  manifested  in  the  respirations  had  diminished  to  six 

its    confusea   appearance,    the   giddy  times  in  the  minute ;  these  gradually 

daggering  walk,  as  if  the  yoluntary  became  less  and  less  frequent,  and  in 

muscles  were  partially  paralysed,  and  one  hour  after  the  exhibition  of  the 

in  its  laborious  sighing  respiration.  In  poison  the  animal   died  without  the 

about  half  an  hour  it  became  calmer,  least  struggle. 

and  then  lay,  as  it  were,  exhausted,  ^  On  making  a  post-mortem  examina- 

making  everjr  now  and  then  an  effort  tion,  the  stomach  was  found  highly 

to  Tomit.  So  it  continued  for  two  hoursi  congested,  as  indeed  it  is  with  most  of 

when  it  began  to  recover ;   and  the  the  cyanides — it  smelt  of  prussic  acid, 

next  day  it  had  got  so  much  better,  but  chemical  rea^nts  were  not  suf- 

that  it  was  able  to  run  about  and  feed  ficient   to    recognise   the    cyanogen  : 

well ;  its  evacuations,  however,  conti-  mercury,  however,  could  be  detected 

uued  for  two  days  to  be  copious,  and  by  the  ^Ivanic  test.     The  vessels  of 

tinged  with  blood.  the  brain  were  full  of  black  blood,  the 

Upon  testing  the  vomited  matters,  right  side  of  the  heart  and  cava  full, 
ample  evidence  was  obtained  of  the  and  the  lungs  sli^rhtly  congested, 
presence  of  prussic  acid,  by  its  odour;  When  bicyanide  of  mercury  is  in- 
andof  the  existence  of  cyanogen,  by  jected  either  into  the  veins  or  the  peri- 
its  appropriate  reactions.  Mercury  also  toneum  it  produces  all  the  above  symp- 
could  be  readily  detected  by  means  of  toms,  with  the  exception  of  the  violent 
the  galvanic  test.  vomiting. 

£xp.  2. — Two  grains  of  bicyanide  of  In  one  instance,  when  two 'grains  of 

mercury  were  dissolved  in  a  drachm  of  salt  had  been  injected  into  the  jugular 

water,  and   given  to   a  small  terrier  vein,  and  the  animal  had  fallen  with 

puppy,  about  two  months  old;  it  had  the  effects  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  artificial 

not  been  fed  for  six  hours.    .In  twp  mi-  respiration  was    resorted  to,    and  in 

nutes,  while  the  animal  was  playin|^  twenty  minutes  it  had  so  far  recovered 

with  another  dog  which  was  present,  it  that  it  could  breathe  of  itself.     In  this 

began  to  stagger,  and  lose  control  over  way  it  was  kept  alive  for  upwards  of  an 

the  hind  legs ;  it  did  not  appear,  how-  hour,  when  it  fell  into  that  peculiar 

ever,  to  be  in  any  pain,  for  it  made  exhausted  state  with  its  breathing  be- 

great  efforts  to  play  with  its  comrade ;  coming  slower  and  slower  until  it  died. 
It  then  staggered  forward,  and  in  its 

eiforts  to  progress  fell  repeatedly  upon  Remarks.  —  It  appears  from  these 

the  nose.    In  four  minutes  the  spaa-  experiments  that  two  grains  of  bicya- 

modic  action  of  the  diaphi'cigm  nad  nine '  of  mercury  are  sufficient  to  cause 

commenced,  and  it  vomited  a  quantity  the  death  of  small  dogs;  that  it  acts, 

of  thick  mucus,  having  a  faint  odour  of  when  put  into  the  stomach,  as  a  pow- 

prussic  acid.      It  now  lav  as  if  the  erful  local  irritant,  occasioning  violent 

limbs  were  perfectly  paralysed.    The  vomiting,  andsubsequently  purging  and 

mental  faculties  were  not  affected,  for  bloody  evacuation.    The  constitutional 

it  followed  with  its  eyes  the  move*  effects  are  first  a  loss  of  volition ;  the 

men ts  of  the  other  dog.   In  five  minutes  animal  totters,  and  loses  control  over 

after  exhibiting  the  poison,  the  cha-  the  limbs  as  if  they  were  paralysed, 

racteristic  symptoms   of  prussic  acid  The  mental  faculties,  however,  are  not 

commenced ;  it  was  then  violently  con-  impaired,  nor  does  there  appear  at  this 

vulsed,  gave  a  loud  scream,  the  limbs  stage  to  be  either  pain  or  spasm.    The 

becoming  spasmodically  extended,  and  second  effect  is  like  that  of  prussic  acid, 

the  head  drawn  back.    From  this  mo-  violent  convulsions,  loud  screams,  and 

men  t  the  respiration  became  laborious;  a  spasni  of  the  respiratory  muscles; 

and  although  it  appeared  partiallv  to  from  this  time  reflex  action  ceases,  and 

recover,  yet  it  scon  went  off  again  into  the  subsequent  effects  are  paralysis  of 

convulsions,  uttering  loud  jcries.      It  the  voluntary,  and  afterwards  the  invo- 

then  lay,  as  it  were,  exhausted.    The  luntary  muscles,  coma,  the  breathing 

breathing  became  gradually  slower  and  becoming  slower  and  slower,  and  the 

slower,  and  the  heart's  action  fluttering  heart's  action   fluttering,  and  subse- 

and  irrecular.      After    the    lapse    of  quently  laboured.     It  at  first  appeared 

twenty-three    minutes,    it  was   found  that  these  effects  were  rdthcr  due  to  a 


ORGANIZATION  AND  PR6TBCTI0N  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION.    605 

gradual  liberation  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  on  his  behalf.    He  sees,  mbreover,  that 

which  maintained  a  slow  but  constant  a  Council  is  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of 

action    upon    the    system ;    but    the  medical    affiiirs,    in    which  both   the 

fact  that  the  same  symptoms  aie  pro-  Colleges  are  to  be  represented,  while 

dnced  when  the  salt  is  injected  into  the  the  class  to  which  he  belongs  is  passed 

veins  or  peritoneum,  leads  to  a  belief  over  in  silence,  although  the  Council  is 

that  the  efTects  are  specifically  those  of  to  have  entire  control  over  the  profes- 

the  combined  elements.    These  expe-  sion,  even  to  the  settling  of  what  are  to 

riments  also  show  that  prussic  acid  is  be  considered  public  medical  institu- 

liberated  from  bi cyanide  of  mercury  tions,  and  the  classes  of  persons  who 

when  it  mixes  with  the  acid  contents  are  to  fill  them.      In  addition  to  all 

of  the  stomach,  and  secondly,  that  both  this,  he  learns,  with  dismay,  that  the 

It  and  the  mercury  are  easily  detected,  protection  afiforded  him  hitherto  by  the 

When  the  poison  is  given  in  a  large  Apothecaries'    Act    of   1815,    meam 

dose,  as  in  the  first  experiment,  the  ir-  though  it  be,  is  to  be  withdrawn.    No 

ritating  property  oftheoicyanide  serves  wonder  that  he  should  be  dissatisfied, 

as  its  remedy,  for  it  produces  such  con-  or  that  he  should  endeavour  to  find  out 

stant  and  violent  vomiting  that  it  is  en-  means  of  procuhne  for  himself  that 

tirely  expelled.  consideration   which  the  Bill    denies 

'  Lastly,  the  post-mortem  appearances  him.    Amongst  these  means,  we  find  it 

reveal  a  highly  congested  state  of  the  proposed  that  the  cfeneral  practitioners 

stomach,  a  semi-coagulated  black  blood,  should  be  separately  incorporated  in  a 

which  fills  the  right  side  of  the  heart  Royal  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery, 

and  cavcp,  and  a  congested  state  of  the  This  is  a  natural  and  not  unreasonable 

vessels  of  the  brain. — I  remain,  sir,  proposition  :  it  is  one,  nevertheless,  the 

Yours  respectfully,  expediency  of  which  should  be  care- 

H.  Lbthebt,  M.B.  fully  weighed,  and  I  trust  that  if  there 

Lecturer  on  Cbemiftry  at  the  Medical  be  among    the   general   practitioners 

^hool  of  the  London  HoipitiU.  ^j^^  ^^%  ^^^^^  a  t^ke  time  to  COU- 

12,  Tredegar  Square,  Pteb.  4, 1845.      '  g.  j^^  „  ^„^  ^j,^  ^^^  unprepared  to  give 

the  scheme  an  immediate  and  uncon- 

ORGANIZATION  AND  PROTECTION    ditional  assent,  they  may   not  be  re- 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION,      garded  as  less  zealous  for  the  well-being 

THl  aUARTERLT  REVIEW,  &C.  ^^  ^^"^'^u'^'IrS   ^H"  """^   ^^""'l  'f'' 

have  within  the  last  few  weeks,  taken 

m-  jx    r.j-j      ^jx    %^  J'    J  r>     jj         a  prominent  part  in  advocating  the  es- 
7b  Me  Editor  qfihe  Medtcal  GazeiU.       tailishment  of  a  third  College.*  It  has 

^'B>  been  too  much  the  custom  to  think  and 

The  Bill  "  For  the  better  Regulation  of  speak    of   physicians,    surgeons,   and 

Medical  Practice,"  &c.  introduced  into  general  practitioners,  as  if  they .  were 

the  House  of  Commons  in  August  last,  members  of  different  classes  of  society, 

by  Sir  James  Graham,  has  uqw  been  rather  than  of  one  and  the  same  pro- 

fuUy  considered  and  discussed.    Some  fession,  and  differing  only  in  the  extent 

of  its  provisions  have  been  highly  ap-  to    which    they    pursue   its    various 

proved,  others  have  been  condemned,  branches  and  departments.    This  is  an 

whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  unsatisfactory    state    of    affairs,    and 

exist  as  to  the  number  and  nature  of  should,  if  possible,  be  avoided.    In  any 

the  latter,  there  are  two  leading  points  attempt  tu  re-organize  the  profession,  it 

in  which  the  Bill  is  almost  universally  should  be  our  aim  to  unite,  not  to 

pronounced    to  be   defective.      1.  Its  divide,  the  qualified    practitioners  of 

comparative  disregard  of  the  interests  the  healing  art ;  and  without  at  all  in- 

and  future  position  of  the  general  prae*  terfering  Math  classi 6 cations  and  dis- 

titioner.    2.  The  removal  of  restric-  tinctions,  which  have  been  sanctioned 

tions  on  medical  practice.    The  general  by  time,  usage,  and  public  convenience, 

practitioner  observes,  that  while  the  this  object  may,  I  conceive,  be  accom- 

Bill  takes  great  pains  to  incorporate  plished,  and  through  the  instrumen- 

physicians  and  surgeons  (the  College  tality    of  institutions    already  cstab- 

of  Surgeons  having  also  recently  re-  lished.    To  this  end,  tlie  whole  pro- 

ceivcd  a  new  charter,  and  the  College  fi^ssion  might  be  regarded  as  one  great 

of  Physicians  being  on  the  eve  of  re-  national  institution  made  up  of  two 

ceiving  one)  no  sucn  care  is  manifested  constituent  parts^mcdicine  and  sur- 
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ry,  the  fonner  represented  by  the  and  morel,  and  after  the  expiration  of 
oUege  of  Physicians,  the  latter  by  the  a  given  term  of  years  from  the  dates  of 
College  of  Surgeons ;  these  bodies,  in  their  diplomas.)  The  degree  of  the 
other  words,  forming  divisions  or  de-    Physician,  and  the  fellowship  of  the 

fartments  of  a  National  College  or    College  of  Physicians,  should  be  open, 
nstitution  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,    on  examination,   to  members  of  the 
Coincident  with  this,  an  Examining    joint  Colleges   of  a  given  age,   who 
Board  should  be  appointed  which  should    might  not,  from  various  causes,  have 
be  common  to  the  whole  profession,    qualified  themselves,  in  the  first  in- 
and  before  which  every  candidate  for  a    stance,  for  this  branch  of  the  profes- 
*'  license  to  practise"  should  be    re-    sion.    Some  such  provision  is  made  in 
quired  to  present  himself— irrespective    clause  IB  of  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill 
of  the  particular  line  of  practice  he    (the  age  of  40  years  is  surely  later  than 
might  subsequently  adopt,  or  of  any    necessary.)    Physicians,  surgeon^,  and 
degree  or  title  he  might  be  desirous  to    general  practitioners,  would  thus   be 
aHsume.    The    license,  granted   after    hnked  together  as  fellows  or  members 
successful  examination,  should  autho-    of  the  same  institutions*, 
rize  its  possessor  to  act  as  a  legally        With  respect  to  the  government  of 
qualified  and  registered  practitioner  in    the  Colleges  :  they  sliould  each  have  a 
any  part  of  the  British  dominions.  The    Council,  elected  by  members  of  a  cer- 
Licentiate  of  Medicine  and  Surgery    tain   standing,    and   by  fellows  con- 
should  be  entitled  to  make  application    jointly.    The  Councils  should  consist 
to  have  his  name  enrolled^n  payment    entirely  of  fellows ;    and  to  this  ar- 
of  a  moderate  fee,  but  without  further    rangement  the  members  could  hardly 
examination-— as  an  Associate  or  Mem-    object ;    they  would   have  an  ample 
her  of  the  joint  Colleges  of  Physicians    share  in  the  election  of  the  Councils, 
and  Surgeons*,  t.  e,  of  the  National    which  would  be  responsible  to  them  iis 
Institution  of  Medicine  and  Surgery —    well  as  to  the  fellows :  the  fellowship 
by  what    name  soever  it    might    be    would  be  open  to  all :  every  fellow 
callei.    Associates  or  members  should    must  have  been  a  licentiate  of  medicine 
not,  however,  be  admitted  //« jure,  but    and  surgery;    many  would  also  have 
elected  by  ballot ;   a  preference  being    been  membera  of  the  Colleges ;  and 

Siven  to  election,  as  affording,  in  some  with  an  independent  Examining  Board 
egree,  a  barrier  against  the  introduc-  for  licentiates,  the  authority  of  the 
tion  of  improper  parties.  Councils,  so  far  as  members  were  con- 
Graduates  in  medicine,  possessing  cerned,  would  be  very  limited, 
the  license  to  practise,  should  be  ad-  In  opposition  to  the  foregoing  sng- 
missible  by  election  to  the  fellowship  gestions,  it  may  be  alleged,  that  ac* 
of  the  College  of  Physicians,  provided  cording  to  the  plan  therein  proposed, 
their  degrees  were  obtained  under  re-  the  College  in  Pall  Mall  would  be  no 
gulations  which  should  have  been  longer  a  College  of  Phytiewui.  My 
sanctioned  and  confirmed  by  a  general  answer  .is :  it  would  be  as  much,  and 
Medical  Council.  It  should  be  one  of  more  so,  then,  than  it  is  at  present,  as 
the  duties  of  the  executive  Council  of  it  would  comprise  all  the  Qualified  phy* 
the  College  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  sicians  in  England,  what,  at  this 
and  to  register  parties  admitted  to  the  moment,  is  the  general  practitioner  ? 
fellowship  as  legally  authorised  physi-  He  is  usually  a  member  ot  the  College 
clans  of  the  I^ited  Kingdom.  The  of  Surgeons ;  and  whether  so  or  not. 
College  of  Surgeons  mi^ht  also  have  he  calls  himself  a  surgeon,  although, 
an  order  of  fellows,  consisting  of  licen-  for  once  that  he  acts  in  that  capacity, 
tiates  of  a  specified  age,  who  should  he  acts  a  dozen  times  and  more  as* a 
undergo  a  special  examination  in  sur-  physician.  Even  the  so-called  pure 
gery.    (Existing  membera  of  the  Col- 

lege  of  Surgeons  might  be  admitted  to  -  *.t**^f!f »•**?. *»H°iiV  *?,^?co™e  *^*S***H*2 
♦ii«  «uii^...<^;.^  ^w*  *L.^^.,^:.,»  ^^.*.:.«  for  the  fellowship  of  cither  College  would  not  be 
the   fellowship  on    producing   certain    compelled  to  enter  the  cIms  of  MaocUtet  or 

testimonials  of  character,  professional  memben  of  the  Joint  Colleges.    There  ihould, 

. however,  be  a  reciprocity  between  the  fellows  of 

•  For  the  sake  of  convenience,  the  Colleges  are  one  and  those  of  the  other,  so  ftr  as  related  to 

spoken  of  throughout  this  letter  as  separate  in-  their  admission  to  libraries,  museoiDS,  lectures, 

stitutions,  although  they  would,  agreeably  with  &c.    They  would  aU  be  attached  to  one  natwDal 

the  plan  sngveated,  form  departments  of  one  body,  and  on  that  account  would  be  entitled  to 

National  Bstablishment,  in  the  same  way  as  two  benefit  by  both  the  institutions  of  whidi  that 

or  more  Coltegas  constitute  a  University.  body  was  composed. 
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preside  over  surgery  as  well  as  medi-  lows  and  members  of  the  Coliegps 
cine,  and  might,  therefore,  with  great  might,  at  intervals,  have  their  sepnrate 
consistency,  be  made  an  element  m  the  meetings,  for  the  consideration  of  mat- 
incorporation  of  a  class  of  persons  who,  ters  appertaining  Id  their  peculiar  in- 
with  a  large  proportion  of  medical,  terests;  but  the  libraries,  museums, 
combine  a  comparatively  small  propor-  lectures,  and  scientific  meetings,  should 
tion  of  surgical  practice.  The  general  be  open  to  all.  Does  any  inconve- 
practitioners,  if  attached  to  one  Col-  nience  or  disadvantage  arise  from  such 
lege  only,  would,  for  the  reasons  stated,  an  admixture  of  parties  in  the  Royal 
be  most  appropnately  placed  in  con-  Medico-Chirurgical  Societv  P  (Hnd 
nection  with  the  College  of  Physicians ;  guch  an  arrangement  prevwled  in  by- 
but  their  practice  partaking  of  both  gone  years,  the  last-named  body  would 
medicine  and  surgery  (midwifery  being  never  have  been  called  into  existence.) 
a  sort  of  neutral  ground),  they  should  As  provincial  fellows  and  members 
be  associated  with  each  College,  or  (to  would  derive  a  less  amount  of  benefit 
express  it  otherwise)  with  each  divi-  from  the  scientific  establishments  of 
sion  of  the  bi-partite  National  College,  the  Colleges,  their  admission  fees 
It  was  a  most  unfortunate  blunder  in  should  be  smaller  than  those  of  their 
the  above-named  institutions  ever  to  metropolitan  brethren; 
let  them  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  City  At  the  head  of  the  profession  there 
Guild  of  Apothecaries.  should  be  a  Board  of  Control  or  Ge- 
Fellows  of  the  Colleges  might  not  neral  Council,  (the  Council  of  Health 
like  to  associate  with  men  who  prac  nnd  Medical  Education  of  Sir  James 
tise  pharmacy.  Those  who  should  Graham).  The  Repretentative  mem- 
keep  retail  shops  should  not  be  recog-  bers*  of  this  Council  should  be  chosen 
nized  as  members  of  either  College,  in  equal  proportions  by  Fellows  of  the 
No  law  could  perhaps  prevent  them  College  of  Physicians,  Fellows  of  the 
from  becoming  shopkeepers ;  but,  thus  College  of  Surgeons,  and  members  of 
circumstanced,  they  should  be  satisfied  the  joint  Colleges,  or  I  should  rather 
to  remain  licentiates  of  medicine  and  gay,  by  constituencies  formed  out  of 
surgery.  IL  after  being  admitted  a  these  several  orders ;  universal  suffrage 
member  of  the  Colleges,  any  licentiate  ^ould  be  quite  unnecessary.  Each 
should  open  a  shop,  his  name  shou  d  class  of  practitioners  would  thns  have 
be  erased  from  the  list,  and  he  should  an  equal  voice  in  the  governing  body 
be  required  to  forego  the  pnvilege  of  of  the  profession.  The  various  duties 
membership.  Becoming  a  tradesman  ^hich  would  devolve  on  the  General 
for  the  sake  of  greater  profit,  he  should  Council  are  specified  in  the  Bill  of  Sir 
be  contented  with  a  less  amount  of  james  Graham ;  amongst  the  most  im- 
dignity.  The  preparation  of  his  own  portant  relating  to  the  profession  would 
prescriptions,  and  those  of  practitioners  te  the  promotion  of  uniformity  in  the 
attending  in  consultation  with  him,  is  qualifications  of  all  classes  of  practi- 
a  custom  which,  for  several  reasons,  t^,oners  throughout  the  United  King- 
the  general  practitioner  could  not  sud-  ^om,  the  visitation  of  Schools  and  Col- 
denly  relinquish ;  it  is,  however,  one  leges,  the  superintendence  of  examin- 
which  IS  diminishing,  and  will  be  more  \ng  boards,  registration  of  qualified 
and  more  abandoned,  under  the  ever-  persons,  &c.  &c. 
increasing  scientific  attainments  of  the  The  Board  for  the  examination  of 
profession,  the  abolition  of  long  ap-  candidates  for  the  license  to  practise 
prenticeships,  and  of  unqualified  assis-  ^ight  be  appointed  by  the  General 
lants-that  wretched  set  of  beings,  who  Council,  the  Colleges  having  the  privi. 
work  for  less  than  a  menial's  wages,  lege  of  recommending  persons  proper 
and  are  too  often  found  wandering  the  for  the  office  of  Examiners.    The  latter 

^''li>u  ^" '^f ^**^«  °f  "?5ll^*''*^l-  »boulfi  receive  fixed  salaries.    The  ex- 
The  Colleges  should  have  the  power 

to  expel  lM)th  fellows  and   members 

who  should  be  guilty  of  dishonourable  *  I  nse  the  word  "reprpsentative"  to  distin. 

conduct.    This  would  afford  one  way  ^l,S^J^  01^  ?""*^*K?tL**^  iS  l^ 

of  discountenancing  and  punishing  the  IITtS'SSw'liT  "^  '*'*  "^'*  ""  ^^^"^ 
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amination.  fees  might  be  paid  to  the  at  public  meetinss  held  to  discuss  the 

Treasurer  of  the  General  Council.  Bill  of  Sir  J.  Graham,  are  bent  on  hav- 

1  have  treated  the  subjects  of  Incor-  ing  a  sort  of  parliament,  elected  by 
poration  and  Examination  with  refe-  20,000  or  30ftOO  practitianers.  The 
rence  principally  to  English  institu-  number  of  persons  who  advocale  such 
tions.  The  same  arrangements  (slightly  a  scheme  must  be  very  small ;  the  bulk 
modified  perhaps,)  might  be  adopted  in  of  the  profession  make  no  such  de- 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  Colleges  mand,  although  there  are  few  practi- 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Edm-  tioners  who  do  not  think  that  the  rul- 
burgh,  Glasgow,  and  Dublin,  would,  ing  bodies  of  the  profession,  should  in 
like  those  of  London,  be  constituent  some  way,  be  made  responsible  to  the 
parts  of  the  National  Institution,  members  thereof ;  and  this  opinion  is 
(Would  the  term  University  of  Medi-  sureljr  justified  both  by  reason  and 
cine  be  admissible  P)  Uniformity  of  experience.  The  little  interest  the 
qualification  for  degrees  and  licenses,  corporations  have  displayed  in  the  ge- 
if  established  through  the  medium  neral  welfare  of  the  profession,  or  in 
of  the  General  Council,  should  be  at-  anything  but  what  has  appeared  to 
tended  by  reciprocal  privileges  through-  concern  the  favoured  few,  whom  they 
out  the  three  countries.  The  phy-  have  considered  themselves  at  liberty 
sician,  surj^eon,  or  general  practitioner,  to  regard  as  the  sole  objects  of  their 
qualified  in  one,  should  be  at  liberty  superintendence,  affords  a  sufficient 
to  pursue  his  vocation  in  either  of  the  explanation  of  the  demand  for  repre- 
others.  sentative  forms  of  government.     The 

In  reference  to  the  Councils  of  the  College  of  Physicians — a  much  re- 
Colleges  and  the  representative  mem-  formed  institution  within  the  last  few 
bers  of  the  General  Council,  it  may  be  years — was  originally  endowed  with 
said,  that  agreeably  with  the  above  extensive  powers  over  the  practice  of 
plan,  too  large  a  number  of  persons  medicine,  surgery,  and  pharmacy.*  It 
would  probably  take  part  in  their  elec-  had,  however,  up  to  a  recent  period,  so 
tion.  Little  apprehension  need  be  en-  far  departed  from* the  intentions  of  its 
tertained  on  tnis  point.  I  have  ven-  founders,  as  to  become  little  more  than 
tured  to  suggest  that  the  electors  should  a  club  for  those  metropolitan  phy- 
constitute  a  part  only  of  the  profession,  sicians  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
and  of  this  part  a  large  proportion  be  Fellows  of  the  College. %  The  Licen- 
would  never  vote.  Men  are  often  con-  tiates  were  treated  with  indifference,  if 
tented  to  have  a  privilege,  without  not  with  contempt,  and  as  for  other 
caring  to  exercise  it.  If  we  look  around  departments  of  the  profession,  they 
at  the  various  literary  and  scientific  were  quite  beneath  the  notice  of  this 
societies  scattered  over  the  kingdom,  very  exclusive  establishment.  The 
we  shall  find  that  but  an  inconsiderable  College  of  Surgeons  is  declared  by  its 
proportion  of  their  members  trouble  Council  to  be  a  purely  surgical  institu- 
themselv^es  to  vote  in  the  election  of  tion.  Its  members  are  probably  not 
officers,  although  residing  within  a  fewer  than  10,000.  Of  these  not  more 
limited  circle.  How  many  of  the  newly  than  200,  if  so  many,  prdctise  as  pure 
made  Fellows  of  the  College  of  Sur-  surgeons— or  profess  so  to  practise : 
geons  voted  a  few  months  ago  in  the  some  having  nothing  to  do,  and  those 
election  of  the  three  additional  mem-  who  haye  employment,  dabbling  a  lit- 
bers  of  the  Council,  although  they  then  tie  in  physic  in  addition  to  their  surgi- 
met  for  the  first  lime,  to  use  their  re-  cal  business.  In  the  year  ending  June 
centlv  acquired  privilege?  Not  one-  1844,  the  sum  of  £9,486  was  paid  to 
fourth.  Voting  papers  might  be  given  the  Court  of  Examiners ;  it  would  be 
to  those  only  who  should  express  a  interesting  to  know  how  much  of  this 
wish  to  have  them.  The  names  of  came  from  the  pockets  of  persons  in- 
persons  proposed  should  be  given  at  tending  to  confine  themselves  to  the 
the  same  time,  and  still  further  to  pre-  practice  of  sureery.  The  funds  for  the 
vent  confusion,  every  candidate  might  enlargement— -I  might  almost  say,  the 
be  required  to  be  nominated  by  a  given      - r -.    .,    , — —^ — rr  - 

1^ c  ^^ ♦_«„                        JO  *  Tj,^  censors  have  authority  to  visit  and  in- 

number  Ot  electors.  .pect  the  shops  and  materia  metlica  of  druirsrists. 

A  writer  in  the  "  Quarteily  Review,"  In  the  year  ISil,  a  report  was  published  by  the 

fJanimrv   \fU^\  informs  thp  readers  of  Collepre,  wherein  it  waa  recommended  that  they 

^January  l?HO}  iniorms  ine  reaaers  oi  ^^^^^^  examine  and  license  the  chemists  and 

that  journal,  that  some  of  the  speakers  dmgrifists  of  England  and  Wales. 
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rc'bmlding  of  the  College,  the  mainte-  system  of  government  within  its  reach  ^ 
nance  of  the  Hunterian  museum,   li-  No  human  institutions  are  perfect ;  they 
brary,  lectures,  &c.,  the  salaries  of  ex-  are  all  more  or  less  defective  and  liable 
aminers,  Council,  and  other  officers  and  to  abuse.      In  looking  back  on  the 
servants,  have  been  and  are  derived  al-  history  of  those  connected  with  the 
most  entirely  from  its  members,  who  medical  profession,  a  great  majority  of 
have  no  control  over  an  establishment,  its  members  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
to  whose    splendour  and  importance  elusion  that  most  of  their  defects  and 
they  have  so  largely  contributed.     In  abuses  have  arisen  from  the  circum- 
the    constitution    of  the    Council   of  stance  of  their  executive  councils  not 
Health,  as  laid  down  in  the  Bill  of  Sir  having  been  made  sufficiently  respon- 
James  Graham,  the  general  practition-  sible  mr  their  acts, 
ers  discover  a-similar  exclusion  of  their  Some  such  mode  of  organizing  the 
body.     The  Quarterly   Reviewer  ob-  profession  as  I  have  endeavoured  to 
serves,   in  reference  to    this   subject,  sketch  would  present  many  advantages, 
"The  general  practitioners  will  com-  and  would  realize  several  objects  which 
plain    tnat    no    certain    provision    is  medical   reformers  have  been,  for   a 
made  for  them  to  be  represented  in  the  series  of  years,  endeavouring  to  obtain. 
Council,    although    there    are    some  It  would  unite  and  consolidate  the  pro- 
points  connected  with  their  part  of  the  fession,  preserve  the  unity  of  medicine 
profession  which  the  Colleges  of  Phy-  and    surgery,    ensure    uniformity    Of 
sicians  and  Surgeons  may  not  sum-  cjualification,  and  provide  a  representa- 
ciently  understand ;  and  we  cannot  but  tive  and  responsible  government  botli 
assent  to  the  justice  of  this  complaint."  in  the  corporations  and  the  supreme 
The  Reviewer  thinks  it  not  imijrobable  Council,    it  would  secure  to  general 
that  parliament  will  settle  this  point  practitioners,  as  well  as  to  physicians 
by  vesting  in  the  Crown  the  entire  and   surgeons,  all  the    benefits  they 
appointment  of  the  Council,  the  bill  could  expect  to  derive  from  incorpo- 
merely  specifying  of  what  classes  of  ration ;  for,  after  all,  it  is  uniformity 
persons  it  shall  be  composed.    Pro-  of  qualification  and  protection  that  the 
vided  all  classes  be  equally  specified,  profession  is  most  in  need  of.    It  may 
this  alteration  would  be  an  improve-  be  objected,  that  according  to  such  a 
ment  on  the  Bill  as  it  now  stands.    It  plan,  the  general  practitioners  would 
is  possible  that  the  Crown  might  make  occupy  an  inferior  position ;  but  would 
a  oetter  selection  than  the  profession  a  separate  incorporation  of  their  body 
itself,  divided  and  conflicting  as  are  alter  the  case  in  this  respect?    Con- 
now  its  component  parts ;   but  as  a  stituted  as  the   profession  is  in  this 
general  principle  this  is  hardly  to  be  country,  would  not  the  new  College  be 
expected.     Amid  the  fluctuations  of  regarded  as  third  in  rank  as  well  as  in 
political  parties,  and  the  changes  of  date  ?    The  position  of  the   general 
governments,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  practitioners  would  be  an  honourable 
tnat  we  shall  have  a  succession   of  and  respectable  one,  and  if  the  phy- 
Home  Secretaries  who  will  be  suffi-  sicians  and  surgeons  were  placed  a 
ciently  conversant  with  medical  affiiirs  little  above  them,  they  would  be  so 
to  form  the  most  accurate  judgment  of  placed  on  just  and  equitable  grounds, 
the  qualifications  required  by  the  mem-  They  would  all,  in  the  first  instance, 
bers  of  a  Medical  Council.  They  would  be  licentiates,  man^  of  them  would  be 
have  to  apply  for  information  some-  members  of  the  joint  Colleges,  and 
where,  and  would  not  the  members  of  they  would  hold  the  fellowship  at  a 
such  a  Council  be  more  likely  to  meet  later  age,  and  after  an  examination 
with  the  confidence  of  the  public  as  superadded  to  that  required  for  the 
wellasof  the  profession,  if  their  fitness  primary  grade.    There  would  be  no 
were  attested  by  a  considerable  body  invidious  distinctions,  no  exclusiveness. 
of  their  brethren,  than  if  their  appoint-  The  fellowship  would  be  open  to  all 
ments  were  made  at  the  instigation  of  who  chose  to  aspire  to  it,  and  it  is  not 
perhaps  two  or   three   private  indi-  improbable  that  in  process  of  time  & 
viduals  whom  the  minister  might  con-  vast  majority  of  practitioners  would, 
suit,  and  who  would   be  in   nowise  sooner  or  later  in  life,  become  fellows  of 
responsible  for  the  advice  thev  might  one  or  other  College.     There  would, 
tender?    The  sole  object  of  the  pro-  moreover,  be  no  arbitrary  limitations 
fession  is  to  procure  the  most  efficient  on  practice  j  it  would  not  follow  that» 
897.-XXXV.  a  P 
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because  the  general  pTActitioner  should  the  Colleges  to  divide  between  them- 
take  a  degree  in  medicine,  he  should  selves  the  examination- fees  of  general 
resign  the  practice  of  surgery  or  practitioners,  if  all  connection  between 
of  midwifery,  if  disposed  to  continue  the  two  parties  were  to  cease  on  the 
them,  although  etiquette,  if  not  com-  payment  of  those  fees, 
pulsion,  should  oblige  him  to  relinauish  *  Respecting  the  second  mi^n  defect 
all  connettion  with  pharmacy.  What-  of  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill — absence 
ever  advantages  might  attend  the  of  protection — there  is,  save  in  the 
establishment  of  a  third  College,  it  minds  of  a  comparatively  few  persons, 
can  hardly  be  dented  that  such  an  but  one  opinion  throughout  the  length 
institution  would  keep  up  and  per-  and  breadth  of  the  land,  viz.  that  to 
petuate  divisions  and  separations  of  remove  restrictions  on  medical  and 
medical  prttctitioners  which  have  for  surgical  practice  would  be  most  dan- 
years  been  productive  of  most  un-  gerous  to  the  public,  and  alike  injurious 
favourable  consequences  It  could  to  the  welfare,  respectability,  and  use- 
not,  for  a  very  long  period  at  least,  be  fulness  of  the  profession.  Such  is  the 
expected  to  stand  on  a  level  with  language  of  every  meeting  that  has 
existing  Colleges,  iu  the  records  of  been  held  to  consider  the  bill^from 
which  are  to  be  found  the  names  of  so  Devonport  to  Newcastle,  from  Liver- 
many  illustrious  individuals.     Under  pool  to  Dover. 

the  new  and  yet  to  be  amended  char-        Unauthorised  practice  may  be  con- 

ters  of  those  Colleges,  many  of  the  sidered  under  two  heads :  1.  Quaekery. 

ablest  general  practitioners  would  be  2.  Irregular  practice.    The  first  species 

contijiually  drafted  into  those  institu-  no   man    (not   even   my   friend   Dr. 

tions,  and  so  far  as  the  examination  of  Cowan)  expects  to  annihilate  by  Act  i»f 

general  practitioners  by  men  of  their  Parliament;    but  most  men  think  it 

own  grade  is  concerned  (a  point  much  may  be  very  materially  diminished  and 

insisted  on)  I  would  humbly  submit  controlled  by  legal  intervention.    Ac- 

that  a  board  of  examiners  composed  cording  to  the  Quarterly  Reviewer,  the 

entirelv  of  this  class  would  be  objec-  profession  demands  that  "  the  whole 

tionable.     If  they  should  hereafter  be  race  of  quacks  and  unlicensed  prac- 

incorporated  with  authority  to  examine  titioners  should  be  dealt  with  in   a 

candidates  for  their  grade  of  the  pro-  summary  manner,"  and   that  **  they 

fession,  the  general  practitioners  would,  will  be  contented  with  nothing  short 

I  doubt  not,  find  it  expedient  or  neces-  of  this."    The  writer  must  be  under  a 

sary  to  have  a  mixed  board  like  that  misapprehension,  or  he  is  unacquainted 

which    has    been     recommended    for  with  the  state  of  professional  feeling, 

licentiates  in  medicine  and  surgery,  or  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  ascer- 

These  opinions,  formed   after    much  taining  correctly  what  has  been  going 

reflection,   I   submit  with    difi&dence,  on  throughout  the  prcfession  during 

and  with  no  determination  to  adhere  the  last  five  months :  at  all,  or  nearly 

to  them  if  further  reflection  should  all,  of  the  aforesaid  meetings,  as  well 

prove  them  to  be  untenable.    They  do  as  in  the  various  written  or  printed  cri- 

not,  in  my  own  mind,  constitute  Insu-  tiaues  of  the  Bill,  it  has  been  acknow- 

perable  objections  to  a  third  College ;  leaged  that  quackery  is  not  to  be  ex- 

on  the  contrary,  I  would  say  that  if  tinguished  bv  any  law,  how  strinffent 

the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Sur-  soever  it  might  be ;  but  surely  sucn  an 

geons   be    unwilling  to  acquiesce  in  admission  forms  no  argument  against 

some  arran^iement  whereby  tie  ^ene-  an  attempt  to  counteract  its  baneful 

ral    practitioners  shall  be  associated  efifects.    Laws  and  penalties  have  never 

with  those  institutions  on  conditions  proved,  and  probably  never  will  prove, 

both  hononrable  and  advantageous  to  eoual  to  the  suppression  of  crimes  and 

them  as  a  body  constituting  tne  mass  offences ;  but  tne  iegislatuie  is  not,  oi^ 

of  the  profession ;  if  the  Colleges  pre-  that  account,  absolved  from  the  duty  of 

fer  adhering  to  their  present  policy  of  protecting  the  public  against  them,  so 

alienating  this  imporUnt  class ;  then  f  mr  as  this  can  be  accomplished  by  ap- 

cannot  see  on  what  ground  they  can  propriate  legal  enactments.    Quackery 

oppose,  or  should  be  allowed  to  pre-  is  a  very  sweeping  and  comprehensive 

vent,  the  jgrant  of  a  royal  charter  of  term  :    it   includes  many    absurdities 

incorporation  for  general  practitioners,  which  no  law  could  recognize,  and  the 

It  would  be  neither  just  nor  decent  in  interference  with  which  would  subject 
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the  complainant  to  ridicule  instead  of  cine  and  surgery.  Reprehensible  as 
redress.  Those  persons  who  have  a  are  the  preparation  and  examination 
taste  for  empiricism,  who  think  ''the  spoken  of  by  the  Reviewer,  the  case 
pleasure  is  as  great  of  being  cheated  as  would  be  still  worse  if  the  student  were 
to  cheat/' would,  even  in  the  face  of  permitted  to  assume  the  function  of  the 
penalties,  have  abundant  opportunity  practitioner  without  either  one  or  the 
of  gratifying  their  morbid  incunations.  other.  Under  a  proper  system  of 
There  will  always  be  a  large  amount  medical  government  and  protection, 
and  many  kinds  of  quackery,  -against  such  abominations  would  be  no  longer 
which  no  law  would  ever  be  directed,  beard  of.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented 
although  the  dread  that  on  some  oc-  that  medical  men  should  ever  «Qek  to 
casion  or  other  the  quack  mighc  be  promote  their  success  by  unworthy 
called  to  account  would  act  as  a  power-  means,  or  that  they  should  at  any  time 
fal  check  on  his  proceedings,  and  would  be  found  advocating  so  many  of  the 
unquestionably  prevent  a  ^eat  deal  of  fooleries  and  quackeries  of  the  day. 
the  firand,  crnelty,and  mischief,  of  which  Their  more  honest  brethren  cannot  too 
quackery  is  the  parent.  The  ^uack  strongly  discountenance  such  discredit- 
would  have  to  pursue  Mb  avocation  in  able  characters.  The  moral  influence 
a  much  leas  ostentatious  manner  than  of  the  former  may  do  much,  but  the 
he  is  now  permitted  to  do,  and  if  the  pub-  Reviewer  may  feel  assured,  that  internal 
licity  of  his  pretensions  were  curtailed,  quackery  will  be  most  thoroughly  dis- 
his  main  prop  and  dependence  would  couraged,  and  that  honourable  feelings 
be,  in  a  corresponding  ratio,  taken  and  conduct  will  be  most  efiectualiy 
from  him.  The  Reviewer  advances,  promoted,  by  the  adoption  of  such  a 
among  other  reasons  for  letting  quack-  system  as  shall  induce  well-educated 
ery  alone,  that  there  is  much  of  it  men  to  enter  the  profession,  and  shall 
within  as  well  as  without  the  ranks  of  protect,  as  far  as  possible,  those  who  are 
those  '*  who  march  under  the  banners  willing  to  incur  the  expense  and  anxiety 
of  the  true  faith;"  and  he  brings  forward  of  a  sound  and  liberal  medical  educa- 
the  instance  of  certain  medical  students  tion  from  being  placed  in  unfair  compe- 
( their  number  he  hopes  is  not  fi^reat),  tition  with  men  whose  dishonesty  and 
who,  having  for  years  ncfflectea  their  baseness  are  generally  proportioned  to 
studies,  and  spent  their  time  in  idle-  their  ignorance  and  want  or  refinement, 
ness  or  profligacy,  are  eventually  The  Reviewer  fortifies  himself  with  the 
prepared  for  their  examinations  by  a  opinions  on  quackery  promulgated  by 
three  months' process  of  grinding"  or  the  Collqzes  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
'*  cramming.'*  That  such  cases  do  geons  of  Edinburgh,  and  he  moreover 
occur,  and  not  un frequently,  no  one  at  gives  his  readers  the  probable  ground 
all  conversant  with  the  habits  of  medi-  of  those  opinions,  when  he  says,  in  re- 
cal  students  can  deny  :  but  does  their  gard  to  Scotland,  *'  Quackery  is  corn- 
occurrence  constitute  an  argument  parativdk  unknown  in  this  part  of  the 
a^nst  quackery  P  Few,  1  imagine;,  United  mngdom." 
will  think  so,  although  many  will  be  There  is  nor,  we  may  readily  con- 
apt  to  consider  it  as  forming  a  yery  ceive,  the  same  scope  for  quackery  in 

Sowerful  ai^ument  against,  and  con-  Scotland    as    there    is    in    England, 

emnation  of,  the  present  system  of  "  Sawney"  is  a  more  cautious,  discreet, 

medical  education,  and  the  manner  in  meditative  person,  than    his  brother, 

which  the   examining  and  licensing  **  John  BulL  '     He  takes  better  care  of 

boards  fulfil  their  duties.    Why  do  they  himself  and  of  his  money,  and  has  less 

permit  such  persons  to  enter  into  prac-  of  the  latter  to  throw  away — even  in 

lice  stamped  with  their  certificates  of  the    luxury  of  being  cheated.     The 

qualification  ?     Why  do  they  not  de-  gullibility  of  poor  John  is  notorious, 

vise  some  unequivocal  method  of  ascer-  We  must  bear  in  mind,  however,  that 

taining  that  candidates  for  their  di-  Colleges  do  not  aTways  accurately  re- 

plomas,  &c.  have  actually  studied  their  present  the  opinions  of  their  individual 

profession,  and    been  repeatedly   ex-  members.    To  what  extent  this  may  be 

amined  by  their  own  teachers,  before  done  by  those  in  question,   I  cannot 

submitting   themselves    to  that   final  presume  to  say.  but  we  find  the  Glasgow 

ordeal  which,  if  successfully  passed.  Medical  Association  taking  quite  au 

enables  them  to  go  forth  to  the  world  opposite  view  of  the  matter,  and  I  ain 

as  duly  accredited  practitioners  of  medi-  not  aware  that  Scotch  gentlemen  prac- 
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tisinff  sonth  of  the  Tweed  are  less  op-  the  title  of  "  Doctor''  ap{)ended  to  their 
posed  to  restraints  on  quackery  than  names,  and  a  German  diploma  placed 
are  their  English  brethren.  within  sight  of  their  admiring  custom- 

What   may    be    termed    irregular    ers.    The  Reviewer  seems  to  think  that 
medical  practice  would  be  much  more    the  increased  qualification  of  medical 
under  the  control  of  a  penal  enactment    men   must  be  attended  with  a  corre- 
than    that    species   of    imposture    to    spondingincreasein  their  charges.  They 
which  the  term  quackery  is  usually  ap-    are  now  perhaps  as  much  employed  by 
plied.    The  irregular  medical  practi-    the  working  classes  and  the  poor  as 
tioner  I  would  describe  as  the   man    they  ever  have  been,  and  as  for  the 
who,  with  some  degree  of  medical  know-    Doctor's  bill,  it  matters  little,  in  the 
ledge,  but  unexamined,  and  without  a    majority  of  cases,  amongst  these  classes, 
license,  assumes  the  function  and  ex-    whether  it  be  large  or  small — it  is  never 
ternal  guise  of  the  regular  and  legally    paid.     So  far  as  the  medical  man's  in- 
qualified   member  of  the   profession,    terests    are  concerned,  the  druggists 
He  is  not  exactly  a  ^uack,  inasmuch  as    would  be  welcome  to  such  practice, 
he  professes  to  be  guided  in  his  practice    (The  subject  of  an  improved  system  of 
by  those  principles  which  are  generally    medical  attendance  on  the  labouring 
received  and  acted  upon  by  the  legiti-    population  is  one  of  sreat  importance, 
mate  professors  of  the  healing  art.    It    but  into  its  details  f  must  not  enter 
may  be  said,  it  would  be  difficult  to  give    more  fully  at  the  present  moment.) 
a  legal  definition  of  such  persons,  and        The  irregular  practitioner,  far  more 
that  any  clause  of  an  Act  or  Pdrliament,    than  the  ouack,  is  the  person  whom 
framed  with  that  intention,  would  be    the    qualined    man    is   interested    in 
easily  evaded.      I   do  not  think  the    putting  down.    His  pretensions,  unlike 
author  of  a  Medical  Bill  need  trouble    those  of  quackery,  are  liable  to  be  con- 
himself  with  an  attempt  to  lay  down    founded  with  the  hard-earned  qualifi- 
with  mathematical  precision  the  line  of    cations  of  the  regular  profession,  and  it 
demarcation  between  the  true  and  the    mieht  easily  be  shown^  that  the  public 
spurious    practitioner.     Let    the  law    welfare  would  suffer  from  the  tolerance, 
provide  that  any  person  who   shall    or,inother  words,  the  tacit  recognition, 
undertake,  without  a  license,  the  treat-    of  such  a  class.    The  true  man  would 
ment  of  diseases  or  bodily  injuries,  or    be  continually  driven  out  of  the  field 
in  any  manner  act  in  the  capacity  of  a    by  the  pretender.    He  could  not  resort 
medical  or  surp[ical  attendant  on  the    to  the  same  unworthy  means  of  pro- 
sick,  with  a  view  to  pecuniary  ^ain,    curing  notoriety  and  worldly  success 
shall  be  subjected  to  fine  or  impnson-    as  the  latter  would  be  almost  sure  to 
ment  on  conviction  before  a  bench  of    call  to  his  aid.    Whatever  might  be  the 
madstrates.    The  latter  would  have    result  of  a  penal  enactment  (no  fair 
little  difficulty  in  deciding  who  were,    trial  of  which  has  yet  been  made  in 
and  who  were  not,  acting  as  regularly    this  country),  it  would  at  least  testify 
qualified  medical  men.     Parties  dis-    the  desire  of  the  legislature  to  preserve 
satisfied   with  their  decision    should    the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  (who 
have  a  power  of  appeal  to  a  superior    will  ever  be  inadequate  jqdges  of  medi- 
court.  cal  and  surgical  skill),  while  its  absence 

"  Inferior  druggists,"  says  the  Quar-  may  create  the  belief  that  the  sciences 
terly  Reviewer,  "  excite  the  jealousy  of  of  medicine  and  surgery  are  so  imper- 
Medical  Associations."  If  this  asser-  feet,  their  professors  so  little  to  be 
tion  is  to  be  understood  as  applying  to  relied  on,  that  Parliament  has  deemed 
the  counter  practice  of  those  persons,  it  advisable  to  throw  open  the  practice 
the  Associations  will  probably  differ  thereof  to  all  who  care  to  undertake 
from  the  writer.  Such  practice  cannot  their  perils,  or  to  share  their  profits. 
beprevented,andif  it  could,  wonld  the  The  Reviewer  thinks  the  corpora- 
profession  be  benefitted  by  its  trans-  tions  are  often  blamed  for  the  discon- 
ference  to  themselves  P  But  under  the  tent  existine^  in  the  profession,  and 
proposed  Bill  druggists  would  not  be  which  should  rather  be  referred  to 
limited  to  their  counters;  they  would  somethingin  the  state  of  society  leading 
be  at  liberty  to  visit  patients,  to  treat  to  an  inordinate  overstocking  of  oar 
medical  and  surgical  cases,  and,  if  I  ranks.  This  is  true  to  a  certain  extent, 
mistake  not  the  meaning  of  clause  31,  Many  young  men  are  attracted  to  the 
they  might  commence  practice  with    study  of  medicine  from  an  exaggerated 
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idea  of  the  emoluments  of  medical  prac-  gulation  of  Medical  Practice  through- 

tice.    They  flatter  themselves  with  the  out  the  United  Kingdom." 

idea  that  it  will  secure  to  them  a  hand-  I  have  the  honour  to  he,  sir, 

some  and  speedy  livelihood,  and  that  Your  obedient  servant, 

no  areat  capitol  will  be  required  at  Charles  T.  Carter, 

of«J?;n«.      lironir  fon<1  narpnls  are  alfio  Honorary  Member  (late  Secretary)  of  the 

Starting.     Many  lontt  parenw  are  aiso  North  of  Eiufland  Medical  Aasociation. 

"daft"  enough  to  suppose  that  to  put  ^         Middlewx.  Jan. 29, 1M5. 

their  sons  into  a  profestwn  is  the  ngnt    ^ 

wav  to  make  them "  gentlemen."    The  "             '                       imm 

corporations  are    not.  however,  quite  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

guiltless  on  this  point.    Uncontrolled  ^ 

and  irresponsible,  they  have  admitted  "L'anteurie  tue  &  allooffer  ce  que  le  lectenr  ■ 

many,  many  persons,  to  practise,  who  tue  I  abr^ger."-:i>»ALBMBEaT. 

have  been  sadly  deficient  in  profes-  -— - 

sional  attainments,  and  still  more  so  in  On  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  tome 

greliminary  education,  and  who  would  of  the  more  important  Dueaset,  Me* 
ave  been  more  usefully  and  more  hap-  dical  and  Surgical,  including  the^ 
pily  placed  in  some  other  walk  of  life.  Princioal  Diseases  of  '*«  ^yj«  By 
The  Quarterly  Review,  of  Jan.  1841,  John  Charles  Hall,  M.D.  of  East 
admits  that  corporations,  like  indivi-  » Retford.  2d  Edition,  enlarged, 
duals,  are  apt  to  become  avaricious.  In  the  work  before  us  a  variety  of  sub- 
The  Reviewer  so  often  referred  to  de-  jects  are  discussed,  viz.  diseases  of  the 
cl ares  that  the  profession  are  not  agreed  eye,  fistula,  fractures  of  the  cranium, 
on  what  should  constitute  medical  re-  hernia,  bronchocele,  cancer,  suppres- 
form,  except  in  one  point,  viz.  "  delive-  sion  of  urine,  uterine  hemorrhage,  gout, 
ranee  from  quack  competition."  In  and  rheumatism.  Many  of  the  chap- 
making  this  statement  he  is  clearly  ters,  the  author  informs  us,  are  founded 
misinformed.  The  profession  are  agreed  upon  cases  sent  from  time  to  time  to  the 
on  many  points ;  and  more  than  this,  Medical  Gazette.  The  principal  al- 
there  is  amongst  them  a  great  degree  of  teration  in  the  present  volume  con- 
unanimity  in  relation  to  Sir  James  Gra-  gists  in  some  additions  to  the  section 
ham's  Bill.  The  prittcipiei  on  which  on  diet  and  disorders  of  digestion, 
that  measure  is  based  have  been  gene-  and  the  introduction  of  a  chapter  de- 
rally  apnroved;  its  defects  arise  from  voted  to  an  examination  of  the  utility 
the  too  limited  extent  to  which  those  of  nitrate  of  silver  as  a  local  application 
principles  have  been  carried  out :  the  in  erysipelas,  in  which  an  endeavour 
principle  of  representation,  for  exam-  has  been  made  to  collect  the  opinions 
pie,  has  been  recognized  in  the  Council  of  all  writers  of  authority  on  the  matter, 
of  Health,  so  far  as  regards  physicians  as  well  as  the  hitherto  unpublished  re- 
and  surgeons,  but  it  has  stopped  short  suits  that  have  followed  its  employment 
of  the  general  practitioner.  The  prin-  in  the  practice  of  many  distmguiahed 
ciple  of  protection,  so  far  as  the  public  surgeons. 

practice  of  the  profession  is  concerned.  The  following  bints  are  apposite  in 
IS  also  observable,'and  if  the  same  soli-  reference  to  dyspepsia : — 
citade  had  been  evinced  tow^ards  other  "  States  of  mind,  and  habits  of  body, 
portions  of  the  community,  as  the  Bill  snch  as  mental  trial,  mental  distress 
nas  displayed  on  behalf  of  hospital  pa-  and  solicitude,  much  study,  want  of 
tients,  soldiers  and  sailors,  prisoners  exercise,  exert  a  marked  sway  over  the 
and  paupers,  there  would  have  been  no  functions  of  the  digestive  organs ;  hence 
room  for  complaint  under  the  head  of  ourtask  is  the  most  difficult  when  the  pa- 
protection.  Several  provisions  of  the  tient's  anxiety  relates  to  his  own  corn- 
Bill  have  met  with  very  general  com-  plain  ts;  when  the  mind  d  wells  onl  von  his 
mendation.  Let  us,  then,  hope  that  state  of  health,  and  he  continually  tells 
Sir  James  Graham  will  reconsider  those  you  his  recovery  is  hopeless.  If  yoli 
points  on  which  there  is  a  difference  of  say  to  him  his  ailments  are  imaginary, 
opinion  between  himself  and  the  majo-  he  lauehs  in  your  face,  deserts  you,  and 
rity  of  the  profession,  and  so  amend  places  himselfiinder  the  care  of  some  abo- 
the  Bill  before  bringing  it  again  into  minable  quack,  who  fleeces  his  pocket, 
the  House  of  Commons,  as  to  render.ic  and  ruins  his  health,  by  the  continued 
a  measure  of  real  and  lasting  utility  use  of  purgatives,  the  injurious  effects 
to  the  public,  and  not  in  name  only,  of  which  I  have  already  pointed  out. 
but  in  deed,  a  "Bill  for  the  better  re-  If  we  can  obtain  the  confidence  of  such 
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a  one,  much  is  already  gained ;  get  him  more  advantageons  in  soch  cases.  The 

to  "  travel  in  search  of  health,^*  for  a  best  and  shortest  plan,  however,  is  the 

time  to  forget  his  business — to  forget  injection  of  a  little  warm  soap  and 

himself;  keep  the  mind  ever  engaged,  water,  which  at  once  removes  tne  of- 

s^nd  the  eve  ever  restinc^upon  some  new  fending  cause/' — p.  229. 

scene :   thus,  six  weeks  spent  among  In  tne  conclnaine  chapter  on  the 

the  mountains  of  Switzerland,  or  upon  use  of  nitrate  of  silver  in  erysipelas, 

the  rivers  o(  Germany,  or  in  travelling  Dr^  Hall  verifies  the  old  adage,  qw>t 

through  any  pleasant  part  of  our  lovely  homines  tot  sententia.    Subjoined  is  the 

island,  will  often  do  more  in  bringing  result  of  his  own  experience  :  *'  I  have 

the  dyspeptic  hypochondriac  to  ^  state  so  often  seen  the  nitrate  of  silver  em- 

of  healtn,  than  an  eternity  of  physicing  ployed,  and  so  often  employed  it  my- 

and  dieting  at  home :  '  vou  cannot  mi-  self  with  the  most  ^cided  benefit,  that 

nister  to  a  mind  diseased :  throw  physic  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  fatal 

to  the  dogs !' "  results  that  have  followed  its  applica- 

The  author  ver^  properly  condemns  a  tion  in  other  hands.  Eighteen  months 
^constant  and  indiscriminate  use  of  pur-  ago  I  attended  a  nobleman  (in  consul- 
gatives  in  the  treatment  of  dyspeptics,  tation  with  my  esteemed  friend,  Dr. 
He  says,  *'  The  imagination  of  the  suf-  Schofield,  of  l5oncaster,)  who  was  suf- 
ferer solicits  a  temporary  respite  from  fering  from  a  severe  attack  of  erysi- 
pain  by  strong  purgatives  at  tne  risk  of  pelas  of  the  face ;  I  applied  the  nitrate 
future  health  and  comfort.  There  is  of  silver  freely ;  the  result  was  highly 
not  a  symptom  of  the  disorder  which  is  satisfactory  and  the  patient  recovered ; 
not  rendered  more  severe  by  the  evil  so  did  three  other  similar  cases  within 
practice  of  continued  purging,  either  a  month  of  the  same  period,  and  both 
directly,  by  irritation  of  the  alimentary  before  and  since  I  have  used  it,  notetr- 
canal,  and  disturbance  of  the  natural  tainly  with  the  same  success  as  Mr. 
course  of  its  functions ;  or  indirectly,  Higginhottom^  but  it  has  never  in  my 
by  morbid  influence  on  Uie  mind  of  the  hands  done  harm,  and  has  proved  quite 
patient,  a  result  no  less  injurious  than  as  successful  as  kdj  other  remedy  with 
the  former.''  which  I  am  acquainted.    Now  it  mmsi 

As  aU'^ntacid,  Dr.  Hall  approves  the  he  distinctly  understood  that  Ittnar^caus- 

combination  of  bicarbonate  of  potash  tic  does  not  repel  erysipelas,  but  by  its 

with  nitre,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  applicHtion  the  violence  of  the  disease 

Prout,  although  he  does  not  pretend  to  is  moderated  and  localized ;    it  must 

enfifiin  its  modus  operandi.    He  advises  also  be  remembered  that  the  local  af- 

this  remedy  to  be  persevered  in,  until,  fection,  whatever  part  of  the  body  it 

with  the  assistance  of  proper  medicines  may  attack,  becomes  a  secondary  cause 

and  diet,  the  disease  is  subdued,  and  of  disease,  and  undoubtedly  keeps  up 

the  distressing  secondary  effects  of  aci-  the  original  constitutional  disturbance, 

dity  in  the  prima  via  prevented ;  for  in  exact  proportion  to  the  extent  and 

alkaline  remedies  alone  are  useless  in  severity  of  the  local  disease ;  it  appears 

removing  acidity,  they  only  neutralize  then  clear  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 

the  acidity  when  formed,  and  if  taken  portance,  not  only  to  endeavour  to  eor- 

in  toolargedo6e8,and  at  improper  times,  lect  the  errors  in  the  system,  but  also 

add  to  the  disease  by  causing  an  abso-  to  limit  the  local  disease." 

lute  increase  of  acid.    Bitters,  he  justly  j_________-____^^ 

observes,  arc,  like  purgatives,  resorted  •    \/fT?nTnAT     r'A'Z  IT'Tn'l? 

to  far  too  much.    We  have,  in  our  own  ^^  M^UI%uA1j   KjAljtj  1  1  Jli. 

practice,  witnessed  decided  advantoge  Friday,  February  7.  1815. 

in  such  cases  from  counteracting  lactic  

fermentation  by  the  aid  of  astringents ;  ••licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  dignitAtem 

such  as  extract  of  uva  ursi,  gallic  acid,  Artis  MtdU^  tneri;  potettas  mo<io  veniendi  in 

and  the  like.      These  substances  not  publianniit,dioendipericulttmn<mreniBO.»' 

only  check  this  morbid  disposition,  but  Cicsbo. 

likewise  impart  tone  to  tne  stomach. 

When  the  acidity  is  confined  to  the  MEANS  OF  PROTECTION, 

lar^e  intestines,  the  author  consider  it  While  going  to  press  last  week,  we 

useless  to  employ  the  soluble  antacids,  r           j      -fu           .    *         ^i. 

« they  are  rendered  valueless  long  be-  were  favoured  with  a  note  from  the 

fore  they  reach  the  seat  of  the  affection  Provisional  Committee  of  the  Associa- 

—  magnesia  will  therefore  be  found  tion  of  General  Prsctitioners,  intimating 


MEANS  OF  PROTECTION.  615 

that  a  copy  of  certaid  communications  to  London  and  the  saburbs.  He  there- 
with the  Home  Office  would  be  open  fore  very  judiciously  tells  the  memo- 
for  our  inspection.  It  appears  that  a  rialists,  if  you  can  "  satisfy  me  that 
memorial  had  been  addressed  to  Sir  the  expressed  wish  of  your  association 
James  Qraham,  wiih  the  view  of  in-  isfelt  also  by  a  lai^e  number  of  country 
ducing  that  Minister  to  advise  Her  practitioners,!  shall  examine  the  draught 
Majesty  to  incorporate  the  general  of  your  proposed  charter  with  every 
practitioners  by  "  charter  into  an  inde-  disposition  to  promote  the  usefulness 
pendent  college,  with  a  governing  and  respectability  of  the  important 
council  and  power  to  frame  by-laws,  branch  of  the  profession  to  which  you 
and  provide  for  the  future  education  belong." 

of  the  general   practitioner,  and  to  No  Minister  of  State  could  have 

place  them,  as  respects  the  manage-  penned  a  more  fitting  letter  for  the  oc- 

ment  of  their  own  affairs,  in  every  casion. 

respect  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  We  have  all  along  considered  the 

the   existing  Colleges  of  Physicians  project  as  one  of  a  most  questionable 

and  Surgeons."  nature,  so  far  as  the  present  interests 

Sir  James  Graham,  falUng  back  upon  and  futute  prospects  of  the  general 

his   recent  correspondence  with  the  practitioners  are  concerned.     On  no 

Master  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  other  ground  would  we  urge  against  it 

plainly  informs  the  memorialists,  that  the  slightest  shadow  of  objection.  »We 

they  have  not  sufficiently  compUed  believe  that,  so  far  from  being  aggran- 

with   the   conditions   laid   down  for  dised,  they  would  eventually  be  low- 

their  guidance  in  an  affiir  of  such  ered  by  this  much-coveted  boon.  They 

importance.  would  ti|ke  rank  as  a  third  estate,  and 

'*  The  names  appended   to  it,  al-  be  viewed  pretty  much  in  the  same 

though  of  great  respectability  and  de-  light  as  the  qfficiert  de  tanti  are  in 

serving  of  high  consideration,  belong  France ;  and  as  no  one  branch  can 

exclusively   to    metropolitan    practi-  suffer  without  the  others  being  reci- 

tioners,  and  the  subscribers  do  not  procally  affected,  the  sequel  would  be 

profess  to  -have  any  authority  to  re-  a  debasement  of  the  whole  mass.    The 

present  the  wishes  of  their  provincial  measure,    moreover,    is   intrinsically 

brethren.    The  memorial  neither  ex-  schismatic,  and   consequently    calcu- 

plains  the  proposed  organization  of  lated  rather  to  augment  than  abate  the 

the  intended  corporation,  nor  furnishes  discontent  and  dissension  which  un- 

the  names  of  those  to    whom    the  happily  have  so  long  divided  the  body 

charter  is  to  be  granted,   who,  as  is  medicaL    Physic,  as  an  art,  is  one; 

usual  in  such  cases,  would  be  named  why,  then,  should  such  divers  denomi- 

as  the  first  office*beaTers  in  the  cor-  nations  be  formed  and  perpetuated  P 

poration,"  The  general  practitioners  lay  evi- 

The  Secretary  of  the  Home  Depart-  dent  stress  i;pon  the  circumstance,  that 

ment  cannot  fail  to   notice  that  nu-  their  class  has  been  created  "  by  the 

merous  petitions  have  been  forwarded  customs  and  necessities  of  the  com- 

to  Parliament  by  highly  respectable  munity ;"  but  have  not  the  throng  of 

bodies  of  the  profession  throughout  chemists  and  druggists  been  likewise 

the  provinces,  praying  for  alterations  created  by  the  customs  and  necessities 

and  amendments  in  the  the  proposed  of  the  community?  The  argument  thus 

Bill,  without  the  most  distant  allusion  euts  both  ways, 

to  the  scheme  of  incorporation.    The  The  main  principle,  never  to  be  lost 

grand  move  has  been  chiefly  confined  sight  of  by  the  legislature,  is  the  pro- 
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tection  of  the  public.    That  should  on  require  to  furnish  in  rural  districtt* 

no  account  be  entrusted  to  any  corpo-  We  object  to  any  contumelious  distinc- 

ration  having  power  without  virtual  tion  into  persons  charging  only  for  the 

responsibility,  as  heretofore  the  case,  exercise  of  their  skill,  and  into  those 

We  therefore  repeat,  what  we  formerly  who  should  make  a  trade  of  practice 

inculcated,    that    the    most    snlutary  by  charging  for  the  drugs  they  send  in. 

course  would  be  insured  by  means  of  a  There  is  no  chance  of  melioration  nntil 

clause,  enacting  that  all  men  hence-  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 

forth  to  receive  any  license  whatso-  is  kept  totally  separate  from  that  of 

ever  to  practise  in  the  healing  art,  pharmacy. 

should  first  prove,  before  competent  It  is  high  time  for  apprenticeships  to 
tribunals,  to  be  appointed  for  each  of  be  abolished.  The  thraldom  and  mis- 
the  three  kingdoms,  and  by  proper  and  spent  time  incidental  to  such  a  system 
adequate  tests,  their  possessing  a  cer-  must  inevitably  tend  to  exert  a  de- 
tain standard  of  medical  and  other  moralizing  influence  upon  youth.  By 
knowledge;  and  that  all  holders  oi  lessening,moreover,  the  expense  of  edn- 
any  professional  title  thus  conferred,  cation,  it  merely  tends  to  increase  the 
should  enjoy  in  each  of  the  three  multitude  of  young  men  annually  flock- 
kingdoms  all  privileges  and  immunities  ing  into  a  profession  which  is  both 
as  qualified  practitioners.  Let  the  overstocked  and  impoverished.  Each 
examiners  be  quite  independent  of  all  individual  underbidding  his  neighbour, 
existing  corporations,  and  have  no  doomed  perchance  to  eke  out  a  misera- 
other  object  but  the  selection  of  fit  ble  livelihood  by  petty  trafiic  in  drugfi, 
men  as  guardians  of  the  public  health,  of  which  he  knows  little  nK>re  than  the 
Let  a  general  registry  of  all  licensed  external  characters.  The  institution  of 
practitioners  be  enforced  annually,  at  a  long  apprenticeships,  says  Adam  Smith, 
uniform  moderate  fee,and  let  wilful  omis-  has  no  tendency  to  form  young  people 
sion  of  such  registry  be  visited  by  certain  to  industry.  "  An  apprentice  is  likely 
pains  and  penalties :  say  suspension  or  to  be  idle,  and  almost  always  is  so,  be- 
withdrawal  of  the  license.  Let  all  per-  cause  he  has  no  immediate  interest  to 
sons  simulating  a  medical  title  or  grade  be  otherwise^."  Why,  indeed,  should 
which  does  not  belong  to  them,  or  con-  a  public  law,  meant  exclusively  for 
victed  of  practising  without  certificate,  trades  carried  on  in  market  towns,  by 
be  made  liable  to  summary  punishment,  the  5th  of  Elizabeth,  and  commonly 
the  power  in  such  case  to  be  exercised  called  the  Statute  of  Apprenticeship, 
by  a  magistrate  or  by  two  magistrates,  have  ever,  been  foisted  upon  a  liberal 
It  is  universally  admitted  that  the  law  art  P  We  can  recognize  no  other  mo- 
as  it  now  stands  has  signally  failed  of  tive  save  that  of  pecuniary  gain— the 
attaining  the  contemplated  end.  In-  receipt  of  a  fee,  and  the  prospect  of  cn- 
deed,  the  right  of  prosecuting  has  been  gaging  the  services  of  an  assistant  at  a 
a  great  disadvantage  to,  and  thrown  cheap  rate.  We  maintain,  that  in  the 
much  obloquy  upon,  the  Society  of  comrse  of  a  very  few  months,  any  lad 
ApothecHries  ;  because  it  has  been  ©f  moderate  capacity  may  master  the 
wielded  on  selfish  grounds,  and  wholly  necessary  manipulations,  which  he  is 
irrespective  of  the  public  interests,  to  now  compelled  to  dawdle  over  during 
coerce  not  gross  incompetence,  but  five  of  the  most  precious  years  of  his 
technical  disqualification.     Letmedi-  lif^. 

calmenbe  entitled  by  law  to  receive       We  are  glad  to  perceive  that  Sir  James 

fees  for  their  visits,  and  charge  a  mere  «^««^ 

equivalent  for  what  medicines  they  may  *  weiath  of  Natfoiu,  Book  I,  Ch«p.  lo. 
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Grnham  is  to  bring  forward  his  motion  to  ha.vt  been  vaocinated,  and  had  cognizable 

for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  on  Tucs-  *^*f  ^»*^ '  ^2  profeseed  to  have  been  vacci. 

-             ,        v'l.'^*          t    V.  nated,   bat  no  scan  were   detected ;    two 

day  week.     It  is  the  intention  of  the  ^i^^^  ^ut  on  very  unaatiafactory  gronnda. 

Rt.  Hon.  Baronet  to  propose  some  al-  that  they  had  been  inoculated  for  small-pox 

terations  in  the  measure  of  last  year,  in  early  life.     Among  tlwj  312  vaccinated. 

-.,                 ^i.ji       x^ja.       au  more  than  100  had  the  disease  m  the  very 

These  are  to  be  duly  stated,  together  ^^d  ^^  „^y  ^^  ^  varioloid ;  in  a 

with  the  grounds  on  which  they  are  certain  number  no  mitigation  was  observed, 

based,  at  the   time    above   specified.  Of  the  whole  number,  24  died,  being  at  the 

^            u  «.         1.        At.       •          i..^.^  nte  of  nearly  8  per  cent,  on  this  section  of 

From  what  we  hear,  there  is  a  strong  j^jigioiii*. 

feeling  on  both  sides  of  the  House  in  A  ramarkabk  featare  in  the  history  of  tiie 

favour  of  an  amended  Bill.    We  are  past  yew  was  the  increuing  denre  on  the 

led  to  anticipate  that  the  enUghtened  '^^Xt'^i^^nS^^^^Umt- 

Statesman,  who  has  been  at  so  much  vie  fact,  that  small-pox  spraada  as  widely 

pains  to  investigate  the  matter,  will  witkomt  aa  with  accompanying  inoculation, 

introduce  such*  modifications  as  shall  ^^^  ^  ^"^  ^'''^r  wtablished  feet,  that 

.•  .                           , ,            -         -  .  small-pox  after  vaccination  proves  fatal  at 

satisfy  every  reasonable  member  of  the  the  rate  of  7  per  cent.,  while  inocuUted 

profession.  small-pox  is  fatal  only  at  the  rate  of  one- 

In  conclusion,  we  invite  the  attcn-  *^^  «^i  y\,^^    ^^  »°'**°^  proceeded 

^.         ^              -                   ,  ,  to  argue  that  it  is  unwise  to  prevent  vano- 

tion  ofour  readers  to  an  elaborate  paper  ^^g  inoculation  m  toio.    Persons  verging 

in  the  present  number  of  the  Gazette,  on  pubcarty   might,  he   said,    with   great 

by  Mr.  Carter,  in  which  certain  views  pro«pect  of  advantage,  be  inoculated  qfter 

,           I.            J         ^«  vacemaiton  m  eariu  Itfe.     If,  as  happened 

we   have   been   advocating  are   very  in  the  case  of  his  own  son,  the  inoCTlation 

clearly  put.  failed  to  produce  constitutional  symptoms, 

2 *^®  permanent  security  of  the  party  was  fully 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  & CHIRURGICAL  established;  on  the  other  hand,  if  febrile 

SOCIETY  symptoms    foUowed,    the    disease    would 

grobably  be  mild,  and,  at  all  events,  would 
B  undergone  under  the  watchftd  eye  and 

Mb.  Stanlbt,  President,  in  the  Chair.  otf«  of  iMorents.    As  it  is,  the  disease  is  often 

_  received  at  a  period  of  life  the  most  dis- 

Brirf  Notieei  qf  the  Variolaui  Bpidtmie  qf  fawwngf  ■»  by  young  women  on  the  eve  of 

1844.      By  Gbo&ob  Gbbgobt,   M.D.  marriage,  by  mothers  in  confinement,  or  by 

Physician  to  the  Small-pox  and  Vaccina,  jomg  men  just  embarking  for  India. 

tion  Hospital.  The  author  instanced  a  variety  of  other 

Afteb  noticing  the  remarkable  fm^dom  fix>m  >»P««^t  J^f^  wMch  might  be  gained  by 

.»«on  «ft^  -rii^k    *K.    M<i»w>»»i;.    ^i^^^  ■  repeal  of  that  part  of  the  "  Vaccmation 

"d:»ytSf^I8?2^an"d1?4tV^^^  ^fal^^lSiUr^^^^ 

adverted  to  the  rise  of  the  present  epidemic,  J**^.  pnctitioners.  from  >°ocuUiting  m 

which  he  dates  from  the  21st  March,  1844  ^°«^»^  "?  ^"^^  ■??  m.S?"     «!l   I 

when  the  weekly  deaths  by  small-pox  sudl  "~""*^  ^  *^f,?T!ilS^W-w 

denly  rose  from  twenty  ti  thirty,  ^d  have  "^f"^  "P^.^  ^^  '^l^'^^r^Z^I^ 

continued  (with  some"^  irreguUrities)   pro-  f??^  P^^TTIHT*^  ^-  f^^^  ^  ^' 

giving  from  that  period  tothepresit:  i^!2f'!^''3jtemof  mfsa^^^ 

Theadmissions  faSto  the  SmaU-pox  Hospi-  ?t™Kthened  and  made ^on^/ynrre  by  adult 

tal,  in  1844,  amounted  to  647,  ex\«5ding  by  "^^'^  ^  ^^^  J^.^T'''^^ 

one  the  admissions  in  the  great  epidemic  of  ?^^^!^!?^^^  "i^^^^^^J?^  "^ 

1781,  and  being,  with  the  ^ception  of  1838  ^*l5^^**!"f  ^"J  ^!Ft^  ^®  ^  ^^1  t. 

(when  the  epidemic  raged  throughout  the  a^  ^^^Jlnl^of^ 

entire  year),  the  greatest  number  ever  re-  9^^J*  7^*  contained  matter  of  great 

ceived  into  the  hospital  since  its  foundation  ^^^'    ^*  T^  ^  ^^  intention  to  con- 

2ii  1745  trovert  the  opinuma  expressed  in  the  paper, 

The  character  of  the  disease  was  severe.  J°'  ^?«  inference  of  importance  he  drew 

The  deaths  amounted  to  151.  being  at  the  ^«l".  *'»  !«•  ^^  !^  pubhc,  whatever  the 

rate  of  234  pcr  cent.     In  1781,  when  the  y""®?  °'  ~™«  "*?*»*  ^'  had  more  oonft- 

same  number  of  patiente  were  admitted,  the  ^^^  ^  ^^  protective  power  of  vaccination 

deaths  were  257,  bdng  at  the  rate  of  49  per       ^~ 

cent.  *  Many  ot  the  cases  received  during  the  year 

Of  the  total  AilmlH^a   ^19  «r«M  m.«w»4«.i  ^•pl^TM  features  of  individual  intereeC.     A 

VI  me  total  aamicted,  3iz  were  reported  variety  of  them  were  stated  in  detaiL 
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than  formerly.     Ttda  was  evidenced  by  the  pearanoe  of  the  veddes,  and  reAiaed.     In 

greater  number  of  applicationB  for  revaoct-  spite  of  his  remonstranoea,  bowerer,  the 

nation  at  the  Vaccination  Hospital  daring  children  were  vaccinated  from  that  arm  by 

the  past  than  in  any  previous  year.     Had  another  practitioner,  and  when  the  small- 

Dr.  Gregory  seen  many  cases  of  small-pox  pox  was  prevalent,  he  wrote  to  his  sueosasor 

following  revacdnation  ?    He,  Dr.  W.,  felt  to  make  inquiries  ooDoeming  these  cliildreiiy 

strongly  on  the  subject,  and  was  most  un-  and  learnt  that  those  who  were  vaodnated 

willing  to  doubt  the  influence  of  vacdnation,  from  that  arm  which  he  had  refused  took 

if  properly  performed.    To  diew  its  pro-  the    disease,    vrfailst    the  others   did   not. 

tecHve  power,  he  mentioned  the  fact,  that  He  considered  that  want  of  care  in  the 

smdl-pox  had    been   lat^    prevalent   in  selection  of  lymph  was  a  common  cause  of 

Bethlem  Hospital,  and  that  the  only  person-  -vaccination  foiling  to  be  a  perfect  protection 

who  had  fUlen  a  victim  to  the  disesM  was  a  against  small-pox. 

lunatic,  who  had  not  been  vacdnated.     H«        Dr.  Maclsnglan  asked  Dr.  Gregory  if  he 

attributed  the  occurrence  of  yariola  in  that  was  aware  whether  any  difficulty  had  been 

establishment  to  its  being  epidemic  in  the  experienced  in  countries  where  inoculatioa 

neighbourhood,  and  to  the  prevalence  of  was  not  prohibited  in  arresting  the  progruM 

westerly  winds  wafting  the  contagion  into  of  small-pox  ? 

the  hospital.       The  proposition    of   Dr;        Dr.  Gregory  replied  that  such  diffieoltiea 

Gregory  to  revive  the  old  and  illegal  praotioe  had  occurred  both  in  Europe  and  in  India, 

of  inoculation  required  mature  deliberation.  In  Naples,  particularly,  ^is  was  the  case. 

He  thought  that  Parliament  was  not  the  and  with  the  view  of  meeting  these  diffienl- 

best  tribunal  to  settle  disputed  points  in  ties  the  Neapolitan  government  had  decided 

medical  practice.      Cases  might  occur  in  on  the  plan  of  obtaining  fresh  matter  from  the 

which  inoculation  might  be  advisable,  but  cow,  and  had  at  this  moment  agents  in  this 

the  practice  should  be  confined  to  qualified  country   to    obtain    a  fresh  supply   from 

persons,  and  great  care  should  be  taken  to  GlottcestershirSt    the   place  where   Jenner 

prevent  the  dissemination  of  the  disease.  originally  obtained  his  matter.    The  aame 

Dr.  Gregory,  in  reply  to  the  question  of  difficulties  had  been  experienced  in  India, 

Dr.  Webster  regarding  the  power  of  revao-  and  a  volume  which  he  hdd  id  his  hand  gave 

cination,  referred  to  a  case,  detailed  in  his  an  account  of  the  late  ^demic,  and  the 

paper,  of  a  girl  named  Eagle,  who  was  vac-  means  taken  to  arrest  it.     As  the  vohime 

dnated  in  inlkncy,  and,  at  a  later  period,  had  probably  not  been  seen  by  any  of  the 

revaccinated  with  great  care.     Small-pox  members,    he    would  read   some  extracts 

subsequently  attadced  her,  and    she    was  from  it.  - 

admitted  into  the  Small-pox  Hospital.    This        •'  Reviewiqg  the  whole  history  of  vaodna- 

case  was  by  no  means  a  solitary  one.    The  tion  in  Bengal,  I  fear  it  must  be  said  that  its 

objection  might  .be  urged  that  neither  the  progress  has  been  slow,  that  its  operationa 

▼acdnation  nor  the  revacdnation  had  been  have  been  but  partially  soooessftil,  and  tiiat 

properly  performed  in  this  case.     He  did  not  its  present  state  and  prospects  are  unsatis- 

agree  with  Dr.  Webster  that  the  small-pox  factory  and  discouraging.    Ndther  can  it  be 

was  introduced  into  Bethlem  Hospital  in  the  denied  that  public  opinion  has  been  unsettled 

manner  he  had  described.  regarding  its  advantages,  and  pubUc  confi- 

Mr.  Davis  (Hempstead)  said   that    he  deuce  shaken  in  its  efficacy  and  permanenoe 

reodved  directiona  to  inooidate  the  whole  of  as  an  antidote  to  small  pox — a  feeling  which 

a  regiment  of  soldiers  under  his  ears,  at  is  not  confined  to  tbut  common  people,  but 

Bristol,  in  1798.    Two  of  the  men  had  been  prevails  more  perceptibly  among  the  better 

employed  in  dairy  ferms  in  Glouoesterdiire,  informed  and  reflecting  classes  of  the  com- 

and  siid  they  had  been  ▼aednated,  and  it  munity,  and  is  not  without  partidpatora 

was  of  no  use  to  inoculate  them.    They  were  among  the  profession  itsdf.     Under  these 

inoculated,  however,  but  without  any  effect,  circumstances  it  appears  most  advisable  that 

One  of  the  men,  indeed,   was  inoculated  a  commissioned  body  of  medical  men,  with  a 

thirteen  times,  and  of  liis  own  accord  slept  few  assodates  from  the  general  community, 

with  others  suffering  from  small-pox,  without  should  undertake  to  investigate  anew  the 

taking  the  disease.     This  was  before  Jenner  nature  and  causes  of  this  state  of  things  in 

had  investigated  the  subject,  and  made  it  Bengal,  and  to  devise  for  the  consideration 

publicly  known.      He  said  tlmt  he  had  vac-  of  government  some  new  plan,  or  modifica- 

cinatedababy  sncoessfuUy  while  its  mother  tion  of  the  present  system,  which,  being 

had  the  small-pox;  and,  although  the  mother  founded  on  definite  and  established  prind- 

died  of  the  disease,  and  the  infant  took  the  pies,  may  afford  some  reasonable  hope  of 

breast  as  long  as  there  was  milk,  it  remained  greater  success.      The  necessity  for  such 

unaffected.     Once,  whilst  practidng  in  the  renewed  inquiry  will  be  deemed  the  more 

country,  he  was  requested  by  the  parents  to  urgent  when  it  is  observed  that,  &r  from 

vacciaate  part  of  a  family  from  a  particular  diminislring  in  number,    the   invasions  of 

arm,  but  he  was -not  satisfied  with  the  ap-  small- pox  have  of  late  become  frequent  and 
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deetraotlfe  in  many  towiu  and  provinoee  of  modifioatUKu,  woold  be  advantageoiis  in  this 

Bengal.*'  coantry. 

In  1839»  Mr.  Dalrymplef  surgeon,  writea.  Dr.  WiUiama  had  heard  nothing  to  con* 
as  followa  :^  vinoe  him  that  the  argnments  with  reapect 
"  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  there  had  been  to  Taodnation  which  were  applicable  to  the 
too  mnoh  canae  for  the  mistmst  which  pre-  natives  of  India,  were  equally  applicable  to 
Tailed  reapecting  the  protective  power  of  the  people  of  tUs  oonntry.     He  denied  the 
yacdnation,  as  the  number  of  cases  of  small-  simUarity  of  the  cases.    In  India  Yaocination 
pox  among  Ihe  European  officers  at  Messera-  was  only  applicable  'during  a  few  montha  in 
bad  durii^  the  past  two  years  had  been  the  year,  and  the  prejudice  of  the  natiTfS 
probably  as  great  in  proportion  aa  among  against  it  prevented  its  employment  on  an 
the  natives."  extensive  scale.     The  elaborate  p^wr  of 
Thua  writes  Mr.  Atkinson  .• —  Dr.  Gregory  had  ftdled  to  ahake  Ida  oonfi- 
**  So  many  instances  of  failore  occurring,  dence  in  the  protective  power  of  vaccination ; 
say  two  or  three,  their  confidence  is  shaken  and  in  reference  to  re  vaccination,  we  were  at 
or  destroyed,  for  they  cannot  comprehend  or  present  without  statistical  information,  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  the  chance  which  arrive  at  any  conclusion  respecting  it.   Small- 
even  that  proportion  affords  of  escape  from  pox  might  occur  twice  or  thrice  to  the  same 
the    amall-pox,   but  disregard  the  whole,  person,  and  he  had  lately  heard  of  an  instance, 
because  the  result  is  not  absolutely  certain,  though  he  did  not  vouch  for  ita  truth,  in 
Such  appears  to  be  the  general  feeling  on  which  it  had  occurred  four  timea.     Now, 
the  subject  of  vaccination  among  the  natives  with  reference  to  the  question  as  to  whether 
in  this  quarter. ' '  vaccination  was  a  sufficient  protection  against 
Mr.  Tweedie  remarks — **  that  the  natives  variola,  it  must  be  home  in  mind,  at  least 
of  India  are  quite  satisfied  with  the  variolous  such  was  his  opinion,  that  variola,  whether 
inoculation  which  has  been  in  use  from  time  nataral  or  inoculated,  and  cow-pox,  were  one 
immemorial,  and  they  do  not  see  that  a  and  the  same  disease,  differing  only  in  their 
preference  should  be  placed  on  a  new  Euro-  degree  of  intensity.     The  effecta  would  be 
pean  mode  that   they    have   found    most  proportionate  to  the  amount  of  their  moriiific 
uncertain."  power,  and  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
"With  respect  to  the   commission.   Dr.  occasionally  the  least  intense  of  these  might 
Gregory  thought  it  would  be  of  service,  and  not  succeed  in  so  sufficiently  pervading  the 
might  advantageously  be  resorted  to  in  this  frame  aa  to  pravent  the  ooounence  of  a  future 
oonntry.    Impreased  with  the  opinion,  he  attack.    The  milder  the  agent,  however,  the 
had  proposed  a  commission  to  Sir  James  milder  the  disease  produced  $  so  vaccination 
Graham  in  the  month  of  October,  1844.  produced  a  mUd  diaeaae,  not  liable  to  spread. 
Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  inquired  whether  whilst  inoculation  might  form  a  focus  for 
the  fidlure  of  vaccination  in  India  might  not  the  propagation  of  natural  small-pox. 
be  attributable  to  the  iijury  sustained  by  the  Mr.  Stneter  had  met  -with  two  casee  of 
lymph  in  its  transit,  and  to  the  influence  of  small-pox  in  prsgnant  women,  at  about  the 
climate  ?  sixth  month  of  pregnancy.     They  both  ro- 

Dr.  Gregory  replied,    that   vaccination  covered, 

could  only  be  employed    in  India   eight  Dr.  Gregory  had  met  with  such  cases  on 

months  in  the  year,  and  even  during  this  more  than  one  occasion.    He  did  not  agree 

period  there  were  many  difficoltiea,  for  the  with  Dr.  Williams  respecting  the  identity  of 

nativea  did  not  fail  to  observe  the  compare-  small-pox  and  vaecinia.     Natural  and  in« 

tive  mortality  of  small-pox  when  occurring  ocnlatfd    variola  were   equally  severe,  aa 

naturally,  and  when  acquired  by  iooculationt  had  been  proved  by  the  occurrence  of  con* 

and  the  probability  of  the  occurrence  of  seoutive  amall-pox  after  the  natural  or inocn* 

variola  subsequent  to  vaccination.  lated  disease.     There  waa  no  more  identity 

Looking  at  the  htit  that  women  at  a  between  variola  and  cow-pox  than  between 

marriageable    age  were  liable,  even  after  scarlet  fever  and  meaalea.    He  related  a  case 

vaccination,    to  the  ravi^  of  a  disease  in  which  the  elderly  parenta  of  a  young  lady 

which  might  not  only  deprive  them  of  beauty  Buffering  from  amall-pox  were  vaccinated, 

but  of  their  eje-aight,  it  became  our  duty  to  and  though    they  had  both  submitted  to 

devise  some  efficient  mode  of  protection,  inoculation  in  early  life,  the  cow-pox  went 

A  combination  of  inoculation  with  vaccina-  through  its  natural    course.      Vaccination 

tion  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  best  plan  to  be  being  thus  successful  at  a  late  period  of  life, 

pursued  in  India,  though  not  the  best,  per-  and  subsequently  to  inoculation,  affords  a 

haps,  in  all  cases,  and  he  recommended  its  strong  proof  of  the  non-identity  of  the  two 

adoption   by    the    East    India    Company,  diseases.     Many  facta  might  be  adduced  in 

Placinginocnlation  under  the  superintendence  support  of  this  non-identity, 

of  the  government,  and  reatricting  ita  per-  Dr.    C.  J.  B.  WiUiama    thought    Mr. 

formance  to  medical  men,  would  be  a  ju-  Ceeley's  experiments  conclusive  in  favour  of 

didous  measure;    and,  indeed,  with  some  the  identity  of  cow-pox  and  amall-pox.    The 
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cues  relatrd  by  Dr.  Gregory  did  not  mQi-  not  wbat  profits  may  attach  to  liie  Goaf 

tate  agaiost  this  identity  to  a  greater  extent  dllorBhip,  bat  it  appears  to  me  to  be  payini^ 

than  did  the  oocorrence  of  small -pox  after  very  dear  for  the  hoooor,  and  more  par- 

TBCcinarion.  ticolarly  after  having  adTanoed  laifo  fees  for 

Dr.  Webster  regarded  the  case  rdated  by  the  dif^oma. 

Dr.  Gregory  in  the  Hgbt  of  a  strong  proof  of  In  fotnre  ages,  no  donbt,  it  will  be  more 

Dr.  G.'s  faith  in  Taocination.      He  attri-  jnst  (and  ercn  then  a  great  tax),  as  the 

bated  the  frequent  fiulnre  of  cow-pox  in  pre-  Coondllors  go  oat  by  seniority  and  rotation, 

▼enting  variola,  to  imparity  of  ^  lymph,  and  each  Fdlow  will  remain  in  the  Cooncil 

and  the  cardeasness  with  which  vacrinafion  nntil  his  tarn  to  go  arrives ;   bat  at  the 

was  occasionally  performed.  present  period  it  appears  hard,  and  not  qoite 

Dr.  Stewart  referred  to  a  number  of  cases  a  foir  regolatioo.     It  b  true  that  a  Coon- 

wfaich  had  recently  occorred  in  St.  Paneras,  cillor  may  be  re-elected,  bat  the  result  of 

in  support    of  the    sufficiently    protective  such  re-election  remains  to  be  seen.     These 

power  of  vaccination  when  property  per-  observations  are  not  made  with  any  view  of 

formed.      He  confirmed,  from  ample  ex-  complaining  of  the  present  Council,  because 

perience,  the  statement  of  Dr.  Cowan,  that  they  were  originally  elected  for  Ufo,  and  it 

in  Glasgow  small-pox  was  perpetuated  chiefly  is  just  to  than  it  should  remain  so;    but 

by  Highlanders  who  had  not  been  vaccinated,  th^  are  intended  to  diow  to  the  Members 

Why  should  we  expect,  as  M.  Chomel  had  that  the  Fellows  have  not  obtained  such 

said,   "  more  from  vaccination  than  from  great  advantages  ss  they  imagine,  and  that 

smaU-pox  itself,"  for  we  know  that  small-  those  of  them  who  are  eligible  to  the  Coun- 

pox  might  occur  twice  or  thiioe,  and  destroy  dl  have  rather  lost  than  gained  by  the  new 

the  individual  at  last.  charter.     In  the  time  of  the  old  Council, 

Dr.  Gregory  remarked  that  as  hslf  the  when  once  elected,  nothing  oould  stir  you 

children  in  Liverpool  died  before  puberty,  from  it ;  now,  in  a  certain  period,  yon  must 

and  three  out  of  ten  of  those  now  in  London  leave  it,  and  most  probably  may  never  have 

never  readied  adult  age,  still  nearly  one-half  the  chance  of  being  nominated  again, 

of  the  population  would  be  protected  by  I  am,  sir, 

vaccination,  even  if  his  (Dr.  G.'s)  plan  were  Your  obedient  servant, 

fully  carried  out.  YxnrrAS. 

Jan.  95, 1845. 


ELECTION  OP  FELLOWS  OF  THE 

COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS.  IS   THE    MEDICilL   PROFESSION 

OVER.  OB  UNDER-STOCKED  ? 

7V>  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Gazette.  

SiB, 

It  is  evident  that  the  Coundl  of  the  College  ^'^  '**  ^*''^  '^^^^  ^**'^  ^"''"- 

of  Surgeons  did  not  intend  to  legislate  so  ^'^r 

much  for  this  as  for  future  ages.  The  Having  read  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor's  paper  on 
general  practitioners  may  be  very  jealous  of  the  numerical  relation  of  the  medical  pro* 
tiie  present  Fellows,  but  there  are  many  of  fession  to  tiie  population  of  Great  Britain » 
the  latter  who  do  not  fed  the  fellowship  a  I  think  that  the  thanks  of  the  profession  are 
great  boon  to  them.  On  the  contrary,  they  due  to  him  or  any  other  gentleman  who  may 
feel  they  have  lost  rather  than  gained  by  it :  have  time  and  opportunity  to  explore  these 
for  instance,  those  who,  from  thdr  position  difficult  subjects,  but  I  would  beg  to  offer  a 
in  the  profession,  were  almost  certain'  of  few  remarks  respectfully  to  point  out  what 
bdng  elected  on  the  Coundl,  now  are  not  appears  to  me  an  insufficiency  in  the  present 
only  obliged  to  undergo  a  strict  scrutiny,  amount  of  data,  from  which  to  draw  satis- 
but  alio  run  the  risk  of  being  black-balled,  f^u^ry  general  conclusions,  and  that  the  pro- 
or  at  least  bdng  shown  that  they  have  many  minent  statement  made  of  the  profession  being 
enemies,  which  is  not,  it  must  be  allowed,  a  "  overstocked"  is  not  the  legitimate  oonclu- 
very  enviable  feeliog ;  for  we  all,  no  doubt,  don  to  be  drawn  from  the  data  already 
have  enemies,  but  few  of  us  would  like  to  procured.  I  must  pot  down  my  thoughts 
know  it.  This  can -be  judged  of  by  the  Iwt  rather  In  a  crude  shape,  and  but  briefly,  but 
election — some  candidates  were  black-balled,  I  am  sure,  from  long  observation,  that  they 
while  those  who  were  admitted  into  the  will  be  found  essentially  true,  and  demon- 
Council  got  in  only  by  a  small  majority,  strated  by  the  present  relations  of  the  pro- 
The  Fellows,  however,  have  not  ooly  this  fession  and  society  at  large, 
orded  to  undergo,  but  when  they  have  been  1.  I  venture  to  assert  that  the  medical 
sucoessful  they  are  not  elected  for  life ;  and,  profession  is  understocked,  and  that  because 
as  the  present  Council  is  constituted,  must  its  remuneration  or  service  is  undervdued. 
go  out  in  one  or  two  years,  after  having  2.  To  complete  the  schedule  of  data  npon 
pdd  twenty  guineas  for  their  seat.     I  know  which  to  judge  accurately,  we  should  have 
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the  ayerage  of  medioal  income,  and    tbe  if  at  all?  and  this  circnmstanoe  must  always 

aTcrage  of  incidental  expenses,  «nd  these  involTC  a  large  amount  of  nnreqaited  laboar 

compared  too  with  the  relative  aTcrages  both  to  some  part  of  the  profession,  and  unre- 

of  the  clerical  and  legal  professions.   I  heard  qnited  laboar  mnst  ever  drag  along  with  it 

an  Inspector  of  Taxes  lately  say,  that  from  natural  evils,  eithe;  to  the  employer  or  em- 

his  experience  it  required  from  30  to  40  per  ployed,  or  both. — I  am,  sir, 

cent,  of  the  grxMS  income  to  carry  on  general  Your  obedient  servant, 

medical  practice.  A  Pkactitiokbr. 

Another  most  important  datum  we  want,  P^>  4, 164$. 

before  we  can  reason  correctly  upon  this    — . — . 

subject,  is  the  average  number  of  personsin  nuar-niPTinv 

the  whole  popuktion  who  take  medical  ad-  DKSCRIFTION 

▼ice  once,  or  more  than  once,  during  the  ow  tbb 

year.     If  I  am  not  much  mistaken,  this  OPERATION  OF  LITHOTOMY, 
average  will  be  found  much  hicher  than  is 

ovcragi;  wui    wo  luuuu   ujuvu    «ii5u«,t  '     ,     *•  AS    PEBVORMED    BY    A    NATIVE     HAKBElf. 

generally  imagined,  and  if  I  may  make  a 

conjecture  (it  is  but  a  .conjecture)  I  should  Bxiraeted  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the 

say  that  it  is  somewhere  between  one  third  Sick  of  the  22d  Regiment,  N,  L  for  the 

and  a  half  of  the  entire  population.  $ear  1842. 

If  it  should  be  said  that  the  clerical  and  Bt  A.  Abnott,  M.D. 

l^gal  professions  have  no  greater  advantages  _,_^    ^..    ^^   ^,  „    ,^    _,  „     ,^^^_ 

tht^tibe  medical;  I  answer,  not  so.     For  CPtssented  by  the  Mediod  Bosid.  May  1843]. 

without  entering  on  the  question  whether  — 

the  other  two  professions  are  provided  for  Haying  had  no  occasion  to  perform  any 

as  they  ought,  it  is  certain  that  their  public  capital  surgical  operation  myself,  it  may  not, 

services  are  far  below  those  of  medical  men,  pro  hoe  vice,  be  entirely  out  of  place  here, 

as  well  as  their  respective  incidental  ez-  though  not  pertaining  to  my  official  charge, 

pauses  proportionate  to' the  income.     I  am  to  describe  an  operation  for  jithotomy  per- 

Dot  dis^teeming  the  other  professions ;  on  formed  in  my  presence  by  a  Native  Hakeem 

the  contrary,  I  think  the  clerical  (not  super-  on  a  boy  about  1 1  years  of  age,  who  had  for 

stitiously  viewed)  pre-eminently  the  first ;  some  time  suffered  under  the  severest  syrop- 

but  contrasting  the  respective  amount  of  toms  of  stone  in  the  bladder.    No  prepara- 

laborious  and  expensive  occupation  fulfilled  tory  course  of  medicine  that  I  am  aware  of 

towards  the  public  by  these  three  classes,  having  been  gone  through,  the  first  object 

the  medical  men  are  entitled  to  the  chief  was  to  ascertain  the  existence  of  the  stone, 

consideration.  and  to  bring  it  down  into  the  neck  of  the 

It  matters  not  whether  the  number  of  bladder.    The  Hakeem's  assistant  took  the 

medical  practitioners  be  increased,  or  only  boy  in  his  arms,  and  jolted  him  up  and  down, 

the  income  of  the  present  number  enlarged,  allowing  him  to  light  on  his  feet  with  some 

as  in  Uie  latter  case  medical  assistants  could  violeaoe.     He  then  placed  him  on  the  lap  of 

be  more  respectably  maintained  than  now  ;  a  friend  seated  on  the  end  of  a  cot  with  his 

and  could  assistants  be  thus  adequately  sup*  arms  put  under  the  lower  end  of  the  thighs, 

ported,  the  expectation  of  parents  and  guar-  and  hia  hands  held  to  secure  him  in  this 

dians  would  not  experience  that  painful  dis-  position,  which  sufficiently  exposed  the  pe- 

appointment  in  the  professional  welfare  of  rinenm,  the  limbs  being  kept  separate  as 

their  youth,  the  result  of  which  is    the  much  as  possible.    The  assistant  compressed 

present  declension  in  the  number  of  medical  the  abdomen  from  above  downwardls ;  and 

pupils.    It  may  be  that  the  existing  medical  the  operator  having  introduced  the  fore  and 

schools  are  too  many,  and  possibly  might  be  middle  fingers  of  his  left  hand,  previously  well 

still  too  many  even  if  the  pupils  were  greatly  oiled,  into  the  rectum,  seised  the  stone,  and 

increased,  but  this  question  does  not  affect  made  it  protrude  as  much  as  possible  in  the 

the  preceding  remarks.  left-  side  of  the  perineum,  where,  nith  a 

I  do  not  pretend  to  predict  what  the  end  knife,  the  blade  of  which  was  a  little  broader 

will  be  of  this  present  agitation  in  the  pro-  than  that  of  a  common  penknife,  he  made  an 

fession,  but  I  am  convinced  that  any  fortlu  incision  proportioned  to  the  sise  of  the  pro* 

coming  change  whieh  does  not  embrace  a  minence  formed  by  the  stone,  from  a  Uttle 

better  provision  for  the  medical  profession  behind  the  sorotom  downwards  between  the 

whatever  other  good  things  it  may  contain,  anus  and  tuberosity  of  the  ischium.    He  then 

will  not  so  matenally  improve  the  profession,  made  serersl  deep  incisions,  some  of  which  I 

as  seems  expected,  nor  perhaps  do  away  believe  were  transverse,  to  make  a  sufficient 

with  the  patronage  of  unlicensed  practi-  opening  for  the  exit  of  the  stone ;  and  to 

tioners  in  some  shape.    Tlie  low  remunera-  extract  it  he  used  an  iron  hook,  an  instrument 

tion  for  attendance  on  the  parochial  sick  that  give  him  more  power,  and  took  up  less 

seems  generally  admitted,  but  can  we  believe  room,  than  a  pair  of  forceps.   Notwith^and- 

that  the  salaries  for  it  will  be  mucb  raised,  iog  the  enlargement  of  the  inner  wound  two 
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or  three  times*  eoosidenble  forcse  and  vio-  OBSBRVATIONS 

lenoe  were  required,  and  these  he  did  not  on  the 

hesiUte  to  employ,  his  principal  considera-  COMPOSITION  OF  A  NEW  SPECIES 

tion  appearing  to  be  the  extraction  at  all  q^  CALCULUS 

haxardia.  ' 

The  calcolu*  was  of  the  mulberry  apedea,  »ound  in  the  kidneys  and  the  uutem 

hard  and  compact,  of  a  spherical  form,  with  o'  ^  bitch. 

an   uneven    surftoa.  presentmg   prominent  igy  jj^  Lassaione. 

pointed  tnbercles,  and  weighed  upwards  of  _ 

3n.    There  was  not  much  blood  lost,  and  ^he  author  of  tins  memoir,  published  in  the 

after  the  operation  the  thighs  of  the  patient  journal  de  Ckimie  Mtdioale,  for  1828,  a 

were  brought  together,  and  he  was  allowed  j^^j  ^  ^^  analyses  of  various  urinary  con. 

to  rest  for  some  time.     I  understand  that  crctiona  occurring  in  the  dog.     He  ahowed 

subsequently  he  was  daily  put  into  a  warm  ^,^  m^ny  of  these  were  analogous  in  compo- 

bath,  and  when  I  again  saw  him  the  wound  guj^^  ^  ^l^Q^  ^^^  in  jjjg  human  bladder ; 

was  closed  and  the  urine  passed  by  the  ure-  ^^  inferred  from  thence  a  manifest  confer, 

thra.    The  fee  of  the  Hakeem,  who  IS  a  Mus.  „ity  „  rtgnda  the  different  fbnctions  of 

anlman,  and  has  operated  by  his  own  account  ^^n  and  certain  of  the  lower  animals  of  si. 

in  hundreds  of  cases,  and  who  also  professes  ^q„  organization.    The  remarkable  feature 

to  cure  haemorrhoids,  was   10  rupees  and  j^  ti,e  present  research  is,  that  the  calculus 

rations  for  ten  days  for  himself  and  his  as-  consisted  of  two  organic  principles,  one  be- 

sistant.  longing  exclusively  to  the  products  of  the 

There  is  nothing  new  or  strange  in  this  ,^^1  or  urinary  secretion,  the  other  only 

operation,  for  it  was  prsctised  upwards  of  ^et  with  heretofore  as  a  secreaon  of  the 

2000  years  ago.    It  was  thesimUarityinthe  liygr.    He  has,  therefore,  rery  properly  called 

most  minute  particulars  of  the  operation  de-  jt  urino-biliary  calculus.    This  ftct,  which 

scribed  by  Celsus  that  struck  my  attention,  geems  unique  in  the  history  of  concretions, 

and  makes  it  worthy  of  notic?.    The  position  njerits  the  attention  both  of  the  medical  prac- 

of  the  patient  was  the  same,  **  reductisque  titioner  and  of  the  physiologist, 

qua  cruribus,  ipsum,  quoque  jubet,  manibus  The  animal  which  formed  the  subject  of 

ad  sues  popUtes  datis,  eos  quam  maxima  this  observation  was  a  bitch  of  large  sire,  a 

possit,  attrahere."!  |The  instruments  were  port  of  bull  mastiff,  which    died    in   the 

exactly  the  "  scalpellum"  and  "  uncus,»'  and  hospital  of  the  school  at  Alfort,  from  dropsy, 

the  after  treatment  corresponded  even  to  the  f  {,e  cadaveric  inspection  was  made  by 

warm  bath.    "  Deinde  interpositis  duabus  m.  Prudhomme,  who  discovered  in  the  kid- 

horis.  in  solium  is  aquB  calidas  resupinua  xieys,  the  ureter,  and  the  bUdder,  a  conside. 

demittendns  est,"  &c.     In  short,  every  step  j^ble  number  of  small  calculi,  very  irregular 

in  the  operation  performed  by  this  Hakeem  §„  shape,  of  a  beautiful  grass-green  colour, 

was  described  by  Celsus.  Among  other  changes,  it  was  remarked  that 

Calculus  is  by  no  means  so  rare  in  India,  the  renal  substance  presented  a  feint  yellow. 

as,  on  the  autiiority  of  Dr.  Scott,  it  is  stated  uh  tint,  the  liver  contained  in  its  texture 

by  European  writers.    A  man  was  brought  Uttle  whitish  granulations  of  phosphate  oflime, 

in  to  me  from  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  and  small  welUdeiined  cysts,  of  the  bigneaa 

with  a  stone  impacted  in  the  urethra,  about  of  a  pes ,  filled  with  a  soft  matter  of  a  greyish 

an  inch  from  the  orifice,  which  I  succeeded  green,  formed  of  half  coagulated  albumen, 

in  breaking  and  extracting*  and  I  have  often  mixed  with  a  little  of  the  green  principle  of 

removed  stones  from  the  urethra  of  children,  the  bile,  phosphate  and  carbonate  of  lime. 

This  Hakeem  states  that  in  many  districts  of  A  portion  of  these  calculi  was  carefully 

Candeiah  there  is  not  a  village  he  goes  into  dried  and  pulverized  ;  the  powder  emitted  a 

where  he  does  not  find  a  case  for  operation,  slight  urinous  smell,   and  had   a    marked 

It  is  rare  in  Sepoys,  because  their  period  of  greenish  yellow  hue.     In  this  comminuted 

life  is  not  that  which  predisposes  them  to  it.  state  even  boiling  alcohol  did  not  seem  to 

A  diet  containing  very  little  azote  may  not  a]ct  sensibly  as  a  solvent,  although  the  liquid 

be  favourable  to  the  production  of  the  lithic  assumed  a  pale  green  colour.      Sulphuric 

acid  diathesis ;  and  still  a  tendency  to  form  ether  afforded  the  same  result.     In  orJer  to 

Shosphate  and  oxalate  of  lime  deposits  may  determine  the  nature  of  the  substance  held  In 

e  owing  to  the  use  of  TCgetoble  and  farina,  solution  by  these  liquids,  they  were  evapo. 

oeous  food.  rated  after  being  mixed.    The  residue  after 

evaporation  was  a  minute  quantity  of  resi- 

nous  like  matter,  of  a  fine  grean,  insolable 

—  in  water,  and  whfch,  by  contact  with  dilute 

nitric  acid,  immediately  change^  colour ;  it 
became  bluish,  next  violet,  and  lastiy  bright 
rose,  by  prolonged  action  at  the  ordinary 
tempefature  ;  this  last  colour  finally  changed 
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to  orange  yellow.    All  these  effects  of  sac--  of  the  one  might  sometimes  supply  those  of 

ceasive  coloration  indaced  by  this  acid,  de-  the  other,,as  indeed  certain  physiological  and 

note  positiyely  that  the  small  quantity  of  pathognomonic  phenomena  tend  to  establish, 

green  matter  taken  up  by  the  bolting  alcohol  — BuUeiin  d«  PAcad^ie  de  Medecine,  Dec. 

was  the  green  substance  of  the  bile,  or  chole-  1844. 


cAroVne. 

The  teble  action  eierd«ed  by  alcohol  on  VALEEIANATE  OP  ZTNC. 

these  calcub  led  to  the  substitution  of  a  so- 
lution of  caustic  potash ;  this  liquid,  even  in  "*" 

the  cold,  dissolved  almost  in  totaUty  the  This  seems  to  be  the  antispasmodic  d  la 

mass,  and  disengaged  at  the  same  time  a  mode.      It  vras  first  prepared  by  Prince  L. 

strong  odour  of  ammonia.     The  alkaline  so-  L.  Bonaparte.     It  is  obtained  by  saturating 

lutlon  had  a  fine  greenish  yellow  hue ;  satu-  valerianic  acid  with  very  pure  and  fresh 

ration  with  adds  occasioned  a  copious  floccu-  precipitated  oxide  of  zino,  in  a  crystalline 

lent  precipitate,  of  a  greenish  white,  which,  form,  as  brilliant  pearly  scales,  very  bright 

left  to  itself,  was  found  reduced  after  -the  and  of  dazzling  whiteness.     It  is  neutral, 

lapse  of  some  hours  to  a  greenish  crystalline  more  soluble  in  hot  than  in  6old  water ; 

powder,  composed  of  small  flattened  needles  soluble  also  in  alcohol,  ether,  and  oils, 
arranged  in  crosses.     Microscopic  examina-        According  to  M.  Devay,  the  valerianate 

tion  ^ving  led  to  the  beUef  tiiat  this  was  of  zinc  has  been  employed  successfdUy  in 

uric  acid,  the  fact  was  yerified  by  treating  it  cases  of  facial  and  intercostal  neuralgia,  in 

along  with  nitric  acid  at  a  gentie  heat,  and  megrim,  and  other  affections  of  a  purely 

evaporating  to  dryness ;  whereupon  the  cha-  nervous  character.      It  has  also  been  tried 

racteristic  carmine  tint  of  muroxide  was  ob-  in  epilepsy.     The  dose  is  from  one  and  a 

tained.  half  to  four  grains  in  the  day.     M.  Cerulli, 

The  uric  acid,  which  the  potash  menstruum  of  Parma,  is  stated  to  have  cured  three 

had  dissolved,  was  combined  in  these  calculi  cases  of  neuralgia  (supra  and  infra-orbital) 

with  ammonia,  as  shown  by  its  disengage-  by  administering  this  salt  at  the  period  of 

ment  above*    It  may  be  noticed  that  this  the  attack,  in  the  dose  of  a  grain  and  a  half 

add,  which  in  a  state  of  purity  is  white,  was  daily,  divided  into  two  pills.     By  continu- 

here  evidently  combined  witii  a  certain  quan-  ing  the  medidne  in  the  above  quantity  a 

tity  of  the  green  colouring  matter  which  complete  cure  was  effected  in  one  patient 

ndtherimi<«r  nor  boiling  a/coAo/ was  able  to  after  30  days;   in  another  after  40  days;' 

remove.    After  several  attempts,  however,  and  in  the  last  after  50  days  had  dapsed. — 

it  was  oompletdy  separated  by  re-dissolving  Annvaire  de  Thirqpeutique,  1845. 

in  a  minimum  of  the  potash  solution,  and      — 

adding  to  the  tiquor  eight  or  nine  times  its  uRIC- APID    FxmWTFn   RY    MIT 

volume  ofalcohol,  at  a  temperature  of  190«>  "**^    ^^^^   EXCRETED   BY    BUT- 
Fahr.    This  caused  directly    an  abundant  TERFLIES. 

white  flooculent  piedpitate  of  super-urate  of  — 

potash,  there  bdng  held  in  solution  the  green  According  to  Heller,  butterflies  excrete 

colouring  matter  comlnned  with  potash.    By  more  uric  add  in  proportion  to  tiieir  bulk 

means  of  filtrataon  and  saturation  with  weak  than  any  other  creature.     It  is  diiefly  tiie 

acetic  aod,  this  matter  was  entu«ly  wiUi-  product  of  tiie  metamorphosis  which  goes  on 

dravra  from  Uie  unc  acid.  in  the  pupa;  the  reddish  or  yeUow  liquid 

The  above  analy>».  carefiilly  rep<»ted  on  whidi  butterflies  void  during  or  lifteremerging 

a  given  portion  of  these  c^cuh,  yiddcd  the  ft-om  the  pupa  mto  the  perfect  state  consists 

foUowhigresults,  abstractedly  of  the  order  m  prindpally  of  urate  of  ammonia.— Oaf «r- 

^^^«*^  iftnaphss  are  combined:   uric  reieh.  Medicin.   Wochetuchrift,  1844,  p. 

acid  62'5,  green  matter  of  the  bile  12*1,  1048. 

ammonia  25*4,  traces  of  phosphate  of  lime  ' 

and  carbonate  of  soda,  in  100  parts;   or,        UNIVPUSITY  OF  QT   AisrnnFWQ 
takuig  tiie  oYder  in  which  the  prindples        UNlVfcR&lTY  OF  ST.  ANDREWS. 

ought  to  be  distributed,  ura*e  of  ammonia  Tbb  Senatus  Academicus  of  the  University 
67-9,  green  matter  of  the  bile  12-1,  phos-  of  St.  Andrews  have  issued  a  confutation 
phate  of  lime  a  trace,  in  100  parts.  of  various  aspersions  relative  to  their  system 
These  calculi,  then,  are  not  only  remarka-  of  medical  graduation,  published  in  the  last 
ble  fbr  having  uric  add  as  a  oonitituent,  a  number  of  the  Edinburgh  Review.  To  the 
thing  of  rare  occurrence  in  the  canine  race,  assertion  there  made,  that  *'  rejected  or  de- 
but for  having  it  associated  with  a  prindple  spairing  candidates  of  Edinburgh,  or  of 
peculiar  to  the  hepatic  secretion.  This  mixed  other  schools,  find  a  ready  outiet  at  St.  An- 
oomposition  would  seem  to  fkyonr  the  idea  drews,"  they  give  a  peremptory  denid,  and 
that  in  certain  pathological  states  the  uri-  declare  that  it  could  only  have  proceeded 
nary  organa  and  the  liver  are  so  dosdy  de-  from  ignorance,  or  wilful  perversion  of  the 
pendent  upon  each  other,  that  the  functions  truth. 
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STATE  OF  THE  THERMOMETER, 
DoBiNO  January  1845, 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette. 

Sir, 

I  BNCLOSB  a  record  of  the  state  of  the  ther- 
mometer at  this  place,  within  doors,  and 
also  at  Brixton  HUl,  near  London,  daring 
the  last  month,  and  if  yon  think  it  likelj  to 
interest  yonr  readers,  I  shall  he  obliged  to 
yon  to  insert  it  in  the  Gazbttb.  The  ther- 
mometer at  Torquay  was  placed  in  a  small 
dressing-room,  not  communicating  with 
another  room,  and  having  no  fire-place,  and 
was  generally  obserred  alMUt  half -past  8  a.m. 
That  at  Brixton  Hill  was  noted  daily  about 
8  p. If.  and  was  in  a  spacious  bed-room, 
having  a  fire-place,  but  at  no  time  during 
the  month  was  there  a  fire  in  it. — I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C. 

Torquay,  Feb.  8, 1845. 


Jan. 

BrUton  Hill. 

Torquay. 

1 

45 

51 

2 

43 

50 

3 

41 

49 

4 

45 

49 

5 

48 

51 

6 

50 

53 

7 

50 

53 

8 

44 

52 

« 

41 

51 

10 

44 

52 

11 

49 

54 

12 

50 

54 

13 

49 

51 

14 

48 

52 

15 

48 

52 

16 

48 

52 

17 

46 

51 

18 

47 

52 

19 

47 

49 

20 

44 

49 

21 

42 

48 

22 

44 

50 

23 

47 

52 

24 

46 

51 

25 

48 

52. 

26 

46 

52 

27 

44 

50 

28 

43 

49 

29 

41 

47 

30 

41 

46 

31 

39 

44 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

QentUmen  who  have  obtained  Certi/leatee, 
Jan.  2.— Richard  Savill  Hanbnry,  Mtrfidd, 


Yorkshire.  —  Barrington  Richard  Modd, 
Gedding,  Suffolk. 

Jan,  9.^-J.  Taylor,  Earls  Colne,  Essex.— 
C.  Muscroft,  Pontefract,  Yorkshire. 

Jan,  23. — E.  Jotham,  Bamet,  Herts.— 
R.  Cockerton,  Sutton,  Essex. 


MORTALITY  OF  trb  METROPOLIS. 

Deathe  from  all  eaueee  registered  m  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  Jan.  25. 

AllCausbs \cn 

Spbcipi BD  Causes 999 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contftgious)  Diseases,  180 ;  amonir 
which,  of— 

dmall  Pnx 37 

Measles 39 

Scarlatina  2S 

Hooping  Coogli  21 

Croup s 

Thruflh     3 

DiarrhfBa    I6 

Ssentery  o 

olers    1 

Iniluenia s 

Typhus    23 

II.— Drofwy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  99 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Inflammation 0 

Dropsy 96 

Scrofula 5 

Cancer 16 

Atrophy is 

Debility  90 

Sudden  Deaths lO 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow^ 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  156;  amonf 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus 4S 

Apoplexy is 

Paralysis is 

Convulsions   S5 

Insanity  t) 

Delirium  Tremens  4 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Orrans  of  Respiration,  S2S; 
among  which,  of 

Pneumonia 7s 

Hydrothorax. i 

Asthma  40 

Phthisis  or  Consumption 14S 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  Sec 19 

v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  96 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  St6mach,  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  7S ; 
among  which,  of— 

"rathing 19 

Gastritis 0 

Enteritis 11 

Tabes  9 

Hernia S 

Disease  of  Stomach,  au: 6 

Disease  of  Liver,  &C 7 

VII.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c S 

VIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Uterus, 
fcc.  18 ;  among  which,  of— 

Childbirth 11 

Disease  of  Uterus 3 

EL— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,aEC. 5 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  te.  0 

XL-Old  Age 88 

XII.— Violence,  Privation,  Coldi,  and  Intem- 

16 
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^,  iMirAT  1  RrrnRE  Nothing,  then,  you  will  perceive,  can  be 

CLINICAL  LECTURE  ^^^  important  than  to  distinguish  these 

o»*  two  classes  of  cases,  requiring,  as  they  do, 

DISEASES    OF    THE    SPINE,     such  opposite  modes  of  treatment.     And  if 

-,  their  diagnostic  marks  were  always  as  clear 

By  Samuel  Solly,  F.K.b.  ^^^  simple  as  they  appear  in  a  statement  of 

Senior  AssisUut-Surj^eon  to  St.  Thomas's         ^i^  characteristic  differences  of  the  two  dis- 
Hospital.  ^^^^^    nothing  would   be   more  easy  and 

"— ""  simple;  bat  such  is  not  the  case.    There 

On  the  last  occasion  that  I  called  your  at-  ^re  cases  in  which  these  characteristic  dif- 
tention  to  the  subject  of  diseases  of  the  ferenoes  are  not  so  clear  and  evident,  in 
spine,  I  pointed  out  an  important  distinc-  which  the  lines  of  demarcation  are  broken 
tion  between  Uie  two  classes  of  diseases  to  down,  as  it  were;  and  it  is  to  this  practical 
which  this  portion  of  the  frame  is  liable ;  point  that  I  wish  to  direct  your  attention, 
and  those  who  feel  interested  in  recalling  We  have  now  a  patient  in  the  house,  whose 
those  observations,  will  find  them  pub-  case  I  will  read  to  yon  in  a  few  minutes, 
lished  in  the  31st  volume  of  the  Medical  with  a  lateral  curvature,  arising  from  caiiea 
Gazette.  In  both  forms  of  disease  the  of  the  spine,  and  the  pathology  of  which 
spine  is  distorted,  and  the  human  frame  is  was  overlooked  by  a  spine  doctor  into  whose 
consequently  more  or  leas  deformed ;  but  in  bands  he  fell  when  first  taken  ill,  who 
the  one  the  curvature  is  from  side  to  side —  treated  it  as  a  case  simply  requiring  sup- 
the  lateral  curvature ;  and  in  the  other  port ;  and  he  supplied  him  with  a  pair  of 
from  before  backwards — ^the  angular  ciirva-  stays,  which  he  wore  until  he  became  almost 
iure.      In  the  first   the  deformity  arises    paralytic. 

chiefly  from  a  want  of  power  in  the  muscles         Isaac  Cripps,   «t.   21,   printer's  devil; 
of  the  back,  and  the  ligaments  of  the  spine,    came  to  the  hospital  complaining  of  diffi- 
to  sustain  it  in  the  perfectly  erect  posture,    culty  of  breathing  and  weakness  of  his  legs, 
and  it  bends  into  the  form  of  the  letter  S.    lifot  believing  that  it  had  any  thing  to  do 
l)eing  at  the  same  time  twisted  on  its  axis.        with  his  spine,  was  admitted  under  one  of 
In  the  angular  curvature,  the  deformity    the  physicians  who,  having  examined   him, 
arises  from  the  absorption  of  one  or  more    detected  its  real  origin  and  seat,  and  sent 
of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrse,  which,  allow-    him  up  to  Isaac's  ward,  under  Mr.  Green, 
ing  them  to  fall  forward,  causes  the  spinous    October  15th,  1844. 
processes  to  protrude,  and  form  a  projecting         Short,  but  thick  set ;  rather  of  a  scrofu- 
angle  posterioriy.    The  spinal  canal  is  di-    Ions  appearance ;  thin  skin  ;  a  good  deal  of 
minished  in  size ;  and  from  this  cause,  to-    colour.     Complains  of  great  weakness  in 
gether  with  inflammation  and  thickening  of    his  lowerextremities.especiallyofthe  left  leg, 
the  sheath  of  the  chord,   the  nervous  co-    which  has  not  power  of  itself  to  support  the 
lumns  are  pressed  upon,  and  paralysis  en-    weight  of  the  body.     He  could  walk  with 
sues.     In  the  first  case  the  rou6cles  of  the    difficulty,  and  not  without  support,  drag- 
spine  require  to  be  exercised,  and  motion,    ging  the  left  leg  after  him.     Has  not  lost  all 
with  intervals  of  rest,  and  tonic  medidnes,    sensation ;  his  thighs  are  normally  sensitive, 
are  required.     In  the  second,  absolute  and    but  his  feet  and  lower  parts  of  his  legs  feel 
entire  rest,  with  caustic  issues,  and  some-    numbed  and  cold,   with  the  sensation  of 
times  mild    mercurials,    are   necessary  to    needles  and  pins  in  his  feet,  and  has  fre- 
arrest  the  disease,  and  save  the  spinal  chord    quently  sudden  pains  in  his  legs,   which 
from  destructive  softening.  make  them  draw  up  Involuntarily.     Pain  in 

S98.— xxxv.  2  Q 
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the  spine  about  the  seat  of  conrature,  which  posed,  therefore,  to  carious  disease  of  the 
appears  lateral,  and  about  the  situation  of  spine,  in  the  event  of  this  portion  of  the 
the  siith  dorsal  ▼ertebra ;  he  cannot  lie  on  skeleton  bein^  injured.  This  man  says  that 
his  back  without  pain,  nor  can  he,  when  his  attention  was  not  called  to  his  spine  until 
standing,  balance  himself  properly.  The  he  received  the  blow  mentioned  in  the  re- 
curvature  is  towards  the  left  side,  and  there  port ;  but  he  now  remembers  that  he  used 
is  very  little  corresponding  curve  in  the  to  feel  aching  pains  and  weakness  in  his 
lumbar  region.  The  thorax  is  also  enlarged  back  previously.  It  is  therefore  most  pro- 
on  the  left  side,  about  the  same  situation  an-  bable  that  some  d^ree  of  diseased  action 
teriorly ;  it  projects  on  the  right  side,  and  had  been  induced  in  the  bones  by  the  con- 
to  wards  the  mesial  line.  The  median  line  stant  exertion  to  which  the  column  was  ex- 
anteriorly  presents  a  double  curve.  posed  by  his  peculiar  occupation,  and  that 

Has  worked  four  years  at  a  printer's,  put-  the  blow  merely  aggravated  what  had  been 

ting  newspapers  on  to  the   machine ;  this  already  lit  up. 

they  effect  by  swinging  their  bodies  over        Mr.  Pott,  who  has  written  a  most  inte- 

towards  it ;  and  to  prevent  their  falling,  from  resting  treatise  on  the  connection  between 

too  great  a  swing,  a  high  board  is  placed.  palsy  of  the  lower  limbs  and  curvature  of 

Two  years  and  a  half  ago  he  was  moving  the  spine,  makes  some  admirable  obaerva- 

n.  large  piece  of  iron  with  another  man,  tions  on  this  point ;  he  says  (vol.  iii.  p.  425), 

when  it  fell  down  and  struck  bis  thigh,  and  "  That  although  it  sometimes  happened  that 

knocked   him  violeutlyx  against  the  wall ;  a  smart  blow,  or  a  violent  strain,  had  imme- 

since  that  he  has  been  much  worse,  but  con-  diately    preceded    the  appearance    of    the 

tinned  his  work  as  before.     He  had  an  ap«  curve,  and  might  be  supposed  to  have  given 

paratus  made  for  him,  which  he  wore  nine  rise  to  it,  yet  in  many  more  adults  it  hap- 

months ;  then  left  it  off  because  it  hurt  him.  pened  that  no  such  cause  was  fairly  assigna- 

He  theft  got  worse,  and  was  unable  to  go  ble,  and  that  they  began  to  stoop,  and  to 

on  with  the  work,  so  went  to  another  part  faulter  in  walking,  before  they  thought  at  all 

of  the  business,  to  count  off  the  papers,  less  of  their  back,  or  of  any  violence  offered  to 

laborious.     Has  felt  the  loss  of  power  for  it.    That  exactly  the  same  symptoms  are 

four  months.  found  in  infants,  and  in  young  children,  who 

16th. — Ordered  by  Mr.  Solly — Spine  to  have  not  exerted  themselves,  nor  have  been 

be  painted  with  Tinct.  lodinii,  and  to  take  injured  by  others,  as  in  the  adult  who  has 

the  iodine  mixture  with  gentian.  strained  himself,  or  received  a  blow ;  and 

26th. — Caustic  issue.  that  the  case  was  still  the  same  In  those 

Nov.  16th.^-Tbe  legs,  the  left  especially,  grown  people  who  have  neither  done  nor 

have  lately  beien  dr»wn  up  at  night  involun-  suffered  any  violence."     After  adding  other 

tarily,  and  he  has  not  power  to  straighten  facts  connected  with  the  pathology  of  the 

them.     The  purse  is  obliged  to  replace  them,  disease,  he  says,  "  All  these  circumstances 

Another  issue  to  be  made  near  the  seat  of  P^^  together,  induced  me,  as  I  have  already 
curvature.  *^^>   ^   suspect,   when  we  attribute   the 

Dec.  Uth.— Pulv.  Doveri,  gr.  viij. ;  Cal.     ''^®'«  ®^  '^"  mischief  to  the  mere  acciden- 
gr.  ij.  omni  nocte.  ^  curvature  of  the  spine  in  consequence  of 

oi.«.      II—  i.«^-«vii.    ^    —      •    •     ».•      violence,  we  mistake  an  effect  for  a  cause ; 

v«L     "     '         It  ..  ^^"^  ^W"    I'    •"d  ^»>«t  P'^'^^"  ^t^  to  the  paralytic  stat^ 
knees;  IS  now  much  better;  has  felt  much    ^^  ^^  j^    ^^   ^  ^    i,\tLtionot  the 

more  power,  as  well  as  warmth  m  his  Umbs.  ^^^  ^f  the  back  bone,  there  is  a  predis- 
Another  moxa  to  be  made  near  the  first,  posing  cause  of  both,  consisting  In  a  distcm- 
over  the  lumbar  vertebra.     Calomel  in-  pered  state  of  the  ligaments  and  bones  where 
crewed  to  gr.  iij.  the  curve  soon  after  makes  its  appearance." 
Jan.  4th.— Another  moxa  was  ordered  to-  These  views  of  Mr.  Pott  are  now  generally 
day.      He  finds  himself  very  much    im-  ■^opted  by  the  profession,  and  we  must  not 
proved;   his  legs  and  feet  have  regained  a^nbute  the  disease  entirely  to  the  accident, 
their  normal  sensibUity,  anj  he  wanU  to  get  Nevertheless,  I  suspect  that  the  blow  ma- 
out  of  bed,  saying  he  is  quite  strong  enough.  <»naUy  modified  the  character  and  progress 
13th.— Mouth  first  affected  with  calomel.  ^  ^^  disease.     You  wUl  remember,  from 
20th.— Discontinued,  on  account  of  the  ^^^  ^  ^^^  already  stated,  that  curvature  of 
mouth  being  very  tender;  and  all  svmptoms  ^^  ^P*"®  "^^^^  follows  caries  is  almost 
of   paraplegia   having   ceased,   he'  is  very  ■^''"y*  •n«ttlar»    projecting  directly  back- 
anxious  of  leaving  the  hospital,   but  Mr.  ''■"*••     '"  t^  ^^^'t  ^  ^^e  "o  «^<»«^t  the 
Solly  has  persuaded  him  to  remain  quiet  in  ^**"*  direction  of  the  curve  was  occasioned 
bed  for  the  present.  ^f  t^«  ^*<>*  striking  the  spine  laterally,  and 

thus  injuring  one  side  of  the  bodies  more 

The  first  point  to  remark  in  this  case  is,  than  the  other,  and  causing  the  disease  to 

the  constitution  of  our  patient.     You  wiU  progress  mora  rapidly  on  the  side  of  the 

remember  that  it  is  strumous,  and  predis-  vertebrie  than  in  the  front,  its  usual  seat. 
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YoawillMe,  intiiii  pr0))irttion,  m  lateral  least  tea  mozas,  and  the  patient  recovered  the 

direction  gfrea  to  the  cnrre,  from  the  nke-  use  of  her  limbs  so  perfectly  as  to  walk  well  be- 

rative  process  having  extended  on  one  side  fore  she  left  the  hospital.    In  the  treatment  of 

of  the  bodies  only,  and  tiioagh  we  have  no  all  spinal  dhses  yxm  ranst  have  patience,  and 

h&tory  attadied  to  this  preparation  to  enable  not  be  diaconraged  becanw  yoar  remedial 

n§  to  say  that  any  similar  Muse  eicited  the  measures  do  not  produce  an  early  end  de- 

disease  to  take  this  coafse,  Ihe  appearance  it  cided  improvement. 

preaents  will  as^  yon  in  midentanding  how  In  the  treatment  of  many  ehramtc  afiec- 

it  is  possible  it  might  have  thus  oeixirred.  tions  of  the  eye,  especially  those  in  which 

Sir  B.  Brodie,  Uk  his  work  on  Diseases  of  the  retina  is  implicated,  yon  may  give  mer- 

<be  Joints,  p.  242>  relates  thns  the  post-  cury  for  months  withoutany  apparent  benefit, 

mortem  appearances  in  a  case  where  there  till  at  last  yon  peroeive  a  slight  improve- 

was  lateral  corvatare  arising  from  caries : —  roent*  and  by  perseverance  you  are  eventually 

**  There  were  no  remains  of  the  interver-  enabled  to  restare  perfsct  vision,  where,  by 

telhnil  cartilage  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  a  more  hasty  plan,  the  sight  might  have  been 

dorsal,  and  the  opposite  torfaces  of  these  destroyed  for   ever,   or    left    irremediably 

two  vsrtebrse  were  ulcerated  to  a  greater  injured,  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the 

'extent  towards  the  left  side  than  towards  the  fact  that  a  long-continued  course  of  mercury, 

right,  and  hence  arose  the  lateral  curvature."  in  very  small  doses,  with  counter- irritation, 

You  will,  them,  understand,  that  you  may  will  effect  so  much. 

have  a  lateral  curvature  f^m  ulceration  of  The  next  important  point  in  the  pathology 

the  bodies  of  the  vertebne.  of  diseasea  of   the- spine    which  this  case 

This  patient,  yon  have  leant,  snffered  will  enable  me  to  discuss  is,  on  tlie  one  hand, 
from  weakness  and  numbness  of  the  limbs,  whether  ulceration  of  the  vertebrsB  ever  takes 
This  weakness  and  partial  loss  of  sensation  place  without  any  consequent  suppuration ; 
arose  trom  pmi?ure  on  the  spinal  chord.  This  on  the  other,  whether  or  not  there  is  a  dis- 
preasuie  has  been  attributed,  by  some  pa-  ease  of  the  vertebra  by  which  the  form  of 
thologiats,  to  the  acute  angle  which  is  formed  the  column  la  altered,  as  in  caries,  but  which 
fai  the  canal  from  the  falling  forward  of  the  is  not  caries.  As  a  general  rolf^,  caries  of 
bodies ;  but  in  this  case  tt  evidently  could  the  bones,  Kke  ulceration  of  the  soft  parts, 
not  be  the  cause.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  accompanied  with  the  formation  of  pus, 
Is  ever  the  case,  but  that  the  pressure  is  pro-  and  in  order  to  impress  this  point  on  your 
duced  by  deposition  of  adventitious  matter  minds,  so  that  you  may  appreciate  the 
within  the  canal,  which  matter  is  in  some  importance  of  the  views  I  have  to  bring 
cases  the  fibrinous  depoait  (W)m  the  in-  forward  regarding  angular  deformity  without 
flammatory  action  of  the  membranes  of  the  suppuration,  I  will  exhibit  a  case  shewing 
cord ;  in  others,  the  strumous  deposit  of  the  the  ondinnry  effect  of  caries  with  suppuration. 
bone  which  encroachea  on  the  canal.  It  is  In  caries  of  the  spine,  the  matter  some- 
important  that  yon  should  understand  this,  times  finds  its  way  to  the  surface  in  one  di- 
otherwise  yon  will  not  appreciate  the  value  rection  and  sometimes  in  another.  Here  la 
of  mercury  in  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  a  cast  of  the  back  of  a  poor  child  Whom  I 
or  underatehd  why  this  patient  improved  ao  saw  among  the  out-patienu  about  two  yean 
rspldly  when  the  dose  of  that  mineral  was  ago  :  he  was  then  five  yean  old.  Theangn- 
fnoreased  so  as  to  affect  his  system.  Aasoon  lar  curvature  of  the  dorsal  vertebrse  is  very 
as  the  pressure  was  removed,  his  nervous  distinct :  a  little  below,  and  on  the  right 
ehords  recoveied  their  fhnctioM*      If  that  side,  almost  in  the  lumbar  region,  you  ob- 

Sressure  had  been  oocaskmed  by  the  soHd  serve  this  large  rounded  swelling,  about  as 

onO)  it  could  not  have  been  so  speedily  re-  large  as  a  child's  head.    This  was  an  abscess, 

moved.    But  we  must  not  pass  over,  in  our  It  was  opened  carefully   with  a  valvular 
consideration  of  the  treatment,  the  effect  of    apertnte,  and  then  closed  again.  About  two 

the  moxa«     To  Mr.  Pott  we  are  indebted  pints  of  matter  were  removed.    Tbe  child's 

for  our  knowledge  of  the  value  of  thb  forni  etrength  was  supported  with  nourishing  diet 

of  counter- irritation,  and  I  have  no  hesi-  and   tonic   medicines  i    the  ports  kept  as 

tation  in  saying  that  Its  affbcts  are  much  much    at    rest  as  possible ;    the    abscess 

mote  decidedly  beneficial  than  an  issue  made  painted  withthe  tincture  of  iodiiM }  and  the 

in  any  other  way.     You  will  also  find  that  result  has  been  that  anchylosit  has  taken 

it  is  much  bc^tter  to  repeat  them  than  to  place,  and  the  poor  little  l^iow,  though 

keep  them  open  for  any  length  of  time,  moch  shortened  in  stature,  and  deformed,  is 

I  generally  cloae  them  after  they  have  been  «  cheerftel  happy  boy,  whose  principal  telt, 

open  for  a  month.     In  a  cose  of  psralysls  his  mother  tells  me,  Is  that  he  will  liever  be 

from  disease  of  the  spine,  which  I  had  under  quiet,  but  is  always  nmning  about.     Hewv 

my  care  when  I  was  Mr.  Tyrrell's  assbtont,  ever,  you  ahall  see  him  for  yoarselves^    [The 

where  the  lower  extiemities  had  been  en-  patient  was  then  brought  into  the  theatre}, 

tirely  useless  for  twelve  months,  I  applied  at  The  opening  of  the  abscess  has  not  qdte 
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healed  yet,  and  occasionally  discharges  a  it  is  my  conviction  that  my  present  prema- 
small  quantity  of  pus,  but  he  is  quite  free  tnre  decay  would  have  been  prerented.  As 
from  pain  in  the.  spine.  I  have  brought  this  it  was,  the  pain  in  the  back  was  classed 
case  before  you  with  a  double  object :  first,  among  the  gnieral  symptoms  of  fever,  and 
as  exhibiting  the  abscess  which  is  occasioned  treated  accordingly,  or  rather  OTerlooked, 
by  caries  of  the  spine,  and  secondly,  in  order  for  it  was  called  ague ;  the  immediate  or- 
to  encourage  you  in  the  treatment  of  this  gency  was  subdued  by  cupping,  bleeding, 
disease,  even  where  the  colleotion  of  matter  &c.  &c.  The  disease  was  reduced  to  a  snbor- 
is  excessive,  and  the  patient,  worn  almost  dinate  form,  and  the  lesser  symptoms  of 
to  a  skeleton,  seems  on  the  very  verge  of  its  progress  left  unperoeived  or  nnappre- 
tbe  grave.  When  I  first  saw  tiiis  esse  I  dated.  These  inflammatory  attacks  hap- 
certainly  believed  it  to  be  utterly  hopeless,  pened  almost  periodically  from  1827,  28, 
but  of  course  I  did  not  tell  him  so  or  his  29.  In  1830,  I  suffered  from  anasarca, 
friends,  and  we  have  been  rewarded  for  our  vrith  occasional  pain  and  debility,  and 
trouble.  Do  not  despair  yourself — and  it  was  called  debility  with  dorsal  pain, 
do  not  take  away  hope  from  your  patient.  1831,    32,    were    tolerably  quiet:    severe 

This  case  merely  exhibits  one  of  the  many  attacks  (spring  and  autumn)  both  of  which 

forms  and  directions  which  the  abscess  as-  demanded  very  firm  and  peremptory  de- 

sumes  in  this  disease,  and  as  we  have  other  pletion.      From  this  moment  I  date  the 

cases  in  the  house  which  illustrate  the  dia-  decline  of  my  strength — ^the  vigour  of  youth 

ease  still  further,  such  as  psoas  abscess,  &c.  departed  (aged  29),   and  I  was  conscioua 

I  shall  call  your  attention  to  these  diseases  that  my  health  was  sapped,  although  I  was 

at  a  future  time,  and  we  will  now  return  to  not  aware  in  what  manner,  beneath  the  very 

the  consideration  of  angular  curvature  of  the  centre  and  citadel  of  life, 
spine  without  suppuration.     My  attention        This  closed  the  inflammatory  period.    But 

was  first  called  to  the  existence  of  such  a  the  succeeding  attacks  were  still  severe,  and 

disease  by  Sir  B.  Brodie.     He  described  it  ofa  mixed  character,  tending  rather,  although 

to  me  under  the  title  of  rheumatic  caries.     I  not  entirely,  to  astiienic  symptoms.     I  was 

have  seen  two  cases  of  it ;  both  in  the  per-  conscious  now  of  being  weak  in  the  back,  at 

sons  of  medical  men.    They  are  both  deeply  a  particular  point,  eighth  dorsal, 
interesting  and  instructive.      In  the  first         In  1835,  I  could  not  throw  up  the  sash 

case,  the  true  nature  of  the  disease  was  not  of  a  window,  and  dreaded  putting  on  my 

discovered  until  it  had  existed  twenty  years,  boots.     A  midwifery  case  was  torture  to 

and  deformity  had  occurred ;  it  was  then  that  me,  so  was  compounding  medicine,  or  walk- 

I  first  saw  him  professionally,  and  learnt  ing  far,  or  a  rough  cab.     Any  one  leaning 

from  Sir  B.  Brodie  his  opinion.     Shortly  on  my  arm  was  pamAil,  and  I  stooped  in 

after  this,  I  saw  the  second  case,  and  from  walking.     It  was  considered  now  that  I  had 

my  knowledge  thus  acquired  I  discovered  its  rheumatism  of  the  costal  and  intercostal 

real  nature,  and  had  a  consultation  with  that  muscles. 

eminent  surgeon  regarding  it.    He  confirmed         In  1836  (Sept.  and  Oct.),  I  was  seized 

the  view  I  had  taken,  and  the  result  of  the  with  acule    pain  in  eighth  dorsal,  fever, 

treatment  you  will  find  has  been  his  restora-  pulse  120,  bad  nights,  costive2ias,  &c. :  it 

tion  to  health    In  my  friend's  own  words,  was  called  rheumatic  ague.     There  were 

which  be  has  kindly  sent  me,  I  will  give  the  spaam  of  the  diaphragm,  almost  stopping 

first  of  these  cases.  the  breath,  chronic  spasms  of  all  the  mnsdea 

A.  B. — **  My  illness  began  in  1825:  I  can-  of  the  trunk,  coming  on  in  epileptic  spasms 

not  tell  why,  but  I  experienced  a  pain  on  the  as  it  were,  tearing,  rending,  grasping,  and 

right  side  of  the  seventh  or  eighth  dorsal  ver-  almost  squeeaing  tiie  breath  out  of  my  body ; 

tebra,  for  which  I  was  cupped,  and  which  has  to  laugh,  cry,  shout,  speak,  or  turn  myself, 

continued  to  recur  at  intervals  ever  since.  My  was  utterly   impossible  till  the  paroxysm 

mode  of  life  at  that  time  was  not,  nor  had  it  had  passed.     Often  have  I  waited  up  stain 

been  for  many  years  previously,  (1813)  such  till  the  turmoil  was  over,  then  bandaged 

as  to  preserve  health.     I  was  exsangueous,  myself  up  tight  with  flannel  roller,  taken 

irritable,  and  thin — chlorotic.     In  1826  and  some  laudanum,  put  on  my  great  coatrand 

27,  I  became  more  sensible  of  illness,  espe-  gone  round  to  see  my  patients,  and  come 

cially  in  the  autumn,  and  was  occasionally  home  again  to  make  up  my  medicine.     Fre- 

.laid  by  with  fever  and  inflammatory  symp-  quently  at  night  a  sharp  pain  would  plunge 

toms,  affecting  chiefly  the  oetabro-spinal  sys-  through  the  spinal  chord    at    the   eighth 

.tem.     I  should  call  this  the  inflammatory  dorsal  like  a  knife,  and  cause  me  to  twist 

stage,  and  I  believe  that  if  it  had  been  dis-  round  involuntarily  in  bed  like  a  reptile, 

covered  at  this  time,  and  properly  treated  This  state  of  things  continued  1835*36-37, 

by    local    antiphlogistic  remedies,    change  presenting  the  same  features,  more  or  less 

of  air,  &c.,  followed  by  a  course  of  tonics  intense,  which  no  one  understood,  and  for 

and    chalybeates,    with    a    regulated   diet,  which  I  was  cupped,  leeched,  blistered,  mer- 
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canalised,  salined,  diaphoriMd,  antimonial-  August  1843.  Thus  rby  long  and  tedious 
iaed,  barkified,  depleted,  dieted,  fed  up,  fed  iHnem  was  brought  to  a  crisis,  which  forced 
down,  at  each  several  recurrence  of  the  dis-  me  from  the  practice  of  my  prdfession,  and 
ease — all  to  no  good,  because  everything  compelled  me  to  pack  up  my  tatters,  and  de- 
was  done  at  random,  no  one  knew  why  or  camp  as  well  as  I  could.  I  had  long  fore- 
wherefore,  while  every  one  gave  an  opinion  seen  this  extremity  to  which  I  was  reduced, 
which  was  exceedingly  good,  save  and  ex-  and  was  therefore  better  prepared  in  mind  to 
cept  that  it  never  once  related  to  the  real  meet  it  than  most  persons  supposed.  My 
nature  and  seat  of  the  malady.  During  this  plans  were  laid  two  years  beforehand, 
period,  the  bladder  and  the  appendant  At  this  time  all  the  symptoms  were  those 
organs  began  to  be  involved  in  the  progress  of  extreme  debility — I  was  prostrate,  and 
of  the  disorder,  and  pbosphatic  urine  began  crippled,  and  I  came  to  Brighton, 
to  appear,  and  sometimes  serous  urine  of  a  1  was  on  my  back,  unable  to  be  up  for 
very  low  specific  gravity.  more  than  half  an  hour.    At  night  I  was  in 

In  1838,  the  evils  thickened.  It  was  bed.  I  kept  lying  thus  from  August  1843,  to 
utterly  impossible  to  turn  round  in  bed  January  1844,  when  my  strength  began  to' 
vrithout  making  a  previous  pr^aretion  of  return.  In  December  1843  I  was  at  my 
the  arms  and  legs  ;  the  pulse  92,  the  eighth  worst ;  pulse  100  and  weak  ;  wasting  of 
dorsal  always  acutely  sensitive.  It  was  flesh  ;  costive  bowels ;  bad  appetite ;  sleep - 
almost  impossible  to  walk,  or,  if  walking,  less  nights ;  hematuria ;  eedema  of  die 
to  drew  up  on  a  sudden  ;  to  jump,  leap,  hands,  face,  and  feet.  During  this  period  my 
sneese,  or  run,  was  quite  iroposi»ible — I  strength  was  of  course  exhausted,  but  my 
never  attempted  them.  I  was  often  hallu-  appetite  was  voracious,  yet  neither  whole- 
cinated,  and  was  sometimes  unable  to  dis-  some  nor  agreeable.  I  required  a  great  deal 
tinguish  in  my  memory  between  dreams  and  of  porter,  wine,  or  even  brandy,  and  I  was 
realities.  Yet  I  kept  to  my  business  (as  always  thirsty,  especially  at  night, 
well  as  I  could),  wore  a  bandage,  took  Pulse  92,  weak  and  sharp ;  when  lying 
opium,  and  often  went  my  round  with  a  down  or  standing  up,  much  quicker.  Skin 
pulse  at  1 20.  I  thought  that  death  was  dry  and  pale,  especially  the  hands  and  feet, 
staring  me  in  the  face,  and  I  prepared  to  Tongue  always  clean  but  pale,  marks  of  teeth 
meet  it.  I  consulted  very  many  this  year,  iu  it.  Mind  perfectly  self-possessed.  Sleep 
but  no  one  was  sagacious  enough  to  dletec^  bad.  Drowsy  at  night,  but  awake  at  two  or 
the  disease ;  they  prescribed  and  encouraged  three  o'clock  unable  to  sleep  again ;  often 
me,  but  in  fact  left  me  to  myself.  In  the  awoke  in  the  night  so  exhausted  as  to  be 
autumn,  I  covered  my  back  aU  over  with  an  obliged  to  take  brandy.  Urine  copious, 
ointment  composed  of  ung.  hydr.  fer.  pulv.  pale,  with  a  deep  pbosphatic  deposit ;  often 
opii,  and  cerate ;  this  gave  me  relief,  and  I  at  0,  like  hysteric  urine,  generally  4*'.  Sweet 
blessed  the  thought.  Also  this  year  I  odour,  unlike  that  of  urine  albuminous.  As 
took,  at  different  times,  two  pints  of  vin.  it  rose  in  specific  gravity,  hsmaturia  ap- 
ferri,  and  bottled  porter  also,  which  did  peared,  and  alternated  with  lactic  acid  de- 
good.  About  November,  the  eighth  dorsal  posit.  Always  a  good  deal  of  cloudy  mucus ; 
projected,  and  solved  the  mystery,  pointing  and  the  urine  when  left  standing  became 
like  a  sign-post  to  the  truth,  which  no  one  ammoniacal. 

had  hitherto    been    able    to    divine.     By  Numbness  of  the  right  leg,  as  high  as  the 

December  of  this  year  I  was  comparatively  top  of  a  WeUington  boot.   Both  legs  jumped 

well,  or  at  least  easy,  and  1839  began  with  involuntarily  day  and  night.    These  startings 

cheering  prospects.  took  place  thus :   an  electric  spark  (as  it 

From  this  time  the  inflammatory  stage  were)  exploded  on  the  foot,  shin,  or  thigh  of 

ceased,  and  the  asthenic  condition  was  fairly  one  leg,  and  instantly  afterwards  both  legs 

established.    The  nerves  were  shaken,  the  jumped.     At  night  they  would  be  subject  to 

legs  not  so  firm  as  they  had  been,  and  the  subsultus  so  violent   as  to  awake  me   in 

bladder,  &c.  declined  in  )X>wer.     But  my  alarm :    numbness    of    both    legs    always 

spirit  was  now  broke  in,  and  I  had  learned  followed  this  subsultus.     The  right  arm  at 

to  bear  pain  without  complaining  of   it.  times  was  subject  to  involuntary  jerking,  as 

Neither  did  I  often  consult  any  one  about  if  somebody  pulled  it  with  a  cord.     Also  the 

my  ailments,  as  I  looked  upon  obtaining  head  was  at  times  jerked  forwards  involun- 

relief  as  hopeless.  tarily.     I  was  fatter  at  that  time  than  I  am 

For  the  last  five  yeara  I  have  never  lieen  now.     My  back  was  very  tender — skin  (I 

entirely  free  from  pain,  while  conscious  of  am  told)  over  the  diseased  portion  suffused 

gradually  losing  power.    The  urine  became  with  a  blush.     My  sight  was  defective,  which 

gradually  more  pbosphatic,  the  assimilative  is  usually  very  keen.      Double  vision  of 

process  more  and  more  deranged,  the  dif-  right  eye. 

ficulty  of  getting-  about  greater  and  greater,  The  numbness  of  the  right  leg,  and  the  dim- 

and  parapl^a  more  and  more  imminent, —  neif s  or  biopia  of  the  right  eye,  are  now  entirely 

till  I  was  laid  on  my  back,  unable  to  rise,  gone,  and  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  one  or 
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t^fr  oiber»  esctpt  wbeoi  which  14  seldom  tha  pUoadoDa  whU;h  were  of  uie  were  ointnieate 

cue  now,  the  stomach  is  disorclfred,  or  the  composed  of  spermaceti,  opiam,  and  Ung. 

mind  stretched.  hydr.  fort,  spiead  upon  Uat,  and  coTcriog 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1844,  I  felt  con-  the  back ;  soap  osrate  always  spread  upon 
slderably  better ;  got  up,  dressed  and  went  calico  in  winter,  and  the  tinctvre  of  iodine^ 
out  as  far  as  the  bottom  of  the  Marine  In  the  asthenic  stage  (183d^45)  iron 
Parade  is  from  the  New  Steine.  From  Jan.  stands  at  the  top  of  the  list  as  the  msmt  oon- 
1844,  till  February  1845,  I  have  been  on  my  genial  to  the  disease,  and  the  most  to  be  re- 
back  less  and  less,  but  I  cannot  sit  in  any  lied  upon ;  the  tinctura  ferri  muriatiB,  and 
chair  but  the  one  you  saw.  Nor  can  I  go  the  Tiaum  fern,  in  smaU  dosea ;  nitric  aMp 
through  the  (atigne  of  a  ''  visit''  in  an  even-  quinine,  and  bfandy.  In  some  modi^oation 
ing  or  so,  without  paying  for  it  the  next  day  or  other :  good  .alKvry  is  aloaoat  iadlapm- 
80  severely,  that  I  am  not  inclined  to  repeat  sable.  The  best  aperients  are  aloQa»  wifb 
my  gaiety.  I  am  never  quite  easy  unless  I  rhubarb,  ginger,  myrrh,  galbanum,  and  tb« 
spend  the  day  quite  after  my  own  fashion,  Ovsential  oils.  Blue  piU  occaaionidly.  Hie 
t.  e.  a  perfect  recluse.  My  life  is  one  of  acid  stomach  is  best  corrected  by  tonicn. 
pain,  inconvenience,  and  bodily  trial,  to  this  Opium  is  always  requisite.  The  chronic 
hour ;  anything  beyond  my  reach  is  a  dif-  pain  in  the  diseased  bone  is  best  alleviated 
Acuity  to  me,  a  person  jolting  me,  or  turn-  by  a  sponge  steeped  in  hot  water,  and  held 
ing  round,  or  stepping  far.  Nevertheless,  to  the  anus — I  cannot  tell  why. 
I  can  walk  for  about  three  hours  a  day,  a  The  medicines  which  disagree — > 
loitering  walk ;  I  can  walk  five  or  six,  I.  Salines,  mercurials,  iodine,  hydr.  potaaa. 
but  with  repentance.  Not  long  ago  I  walked  alkalies  of  all  sorts,  all  infusions  with  mnci- 
seven  miles,  but  my  legs  became  giddy,  and  lage— even  beer  disagrees  on  account  of  tibo 
I  was  forced  to  ride  home  in  a  fly  which  was  mucilage — comp«  decoot,  sarsA  disagreea  on 
fortunately  close  at  hand.  I  am  always  this  account.  2.  All  cold  applications  die- 
better  when  I  do  not  walk  much,  and  the  agree.  A  draught  of  cold  water  at  dinner 
bowels  act  better ;  I  require  about  twelve  will  cause  pain  for  the  rest  of  the  evening  s 
hours'  bed.  In  this  nuumer  I  keep  well :  cold  bathing  very  pemidouf ,  and  cold  abln- 
what  a  limited  existence  !     But  a  living  dog  tions. 

]^  better  than  a  dead  lion!     It  gives  me        Diet, — High,    sustaining    diet^    witbont 

leisure  to  revolve  my  philosophy,  or  my  re-  iiordng  the  circulation.  The  only  diet  whid^ 

ligion,  and  to  ponder  on  the  end.     '*  Adole-  really  suits  is  plain  roast  muttpn  or  beef* 

scentutis  ego  sum  et  contemptus ;  justifica-  with  bread,  anid  two  or  three  glasses  of 

tionus  ejus  non  oblitus."   •  sherry,  or  a  little  brandy ;  ten,  with  a  great 

The  recovery  has  been  complete  up  to  a  deal   of  milk,   mornings,    and   bread  and 

r'ven  point — the  back  ia stronger,  the  disease,  butter,  and  the  same  in  the  evening.  Every 
believe,  has  ceased  to  make  progress,  and  other  article  ol  diet  either  disagreea  alto- 
the  assimilative  functionsare  restored  in  tone,  gether,  or  gives  rise  to  unpleasant  feelinga. 
But  I  must  be  vqry  well  aware  that  my  con-  acid  stoomch,  and  imperfect  digestion ;  pud- 
stitution  has  received  a  shock  which  baa  dings,  pastry,  raw  fruits,  white  meat,  baoon, 
penetrated  to  the  centre,  and  that  for  the  fish  (except  soles  or  ood  without  sanoes) 
rest  of  my  days  I  must  be  content  to  retain  deaserts  of  aU  kind,  claret,  port  vrine,  aU 
my  health  upon  a  tenure  certain  of  being  for-  positively  noxious.  I  must  eKoept  rioe, 
felted  to  the  slightest  inadvertence.  Unleas  which,  like  bread,  is  a  staff  of  life.  Qenuine 
he  is  prepared  to  be  charged  with  ignorance  bottled  porter  sometimas  agteea  vary  well, 
of  the  first  principles  of  pathology,  let  no  Drets. — The  most  partioular  attention 
medical  practitioi>er  who  pretends  to  any  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  clothings  Warmth, 
skill  in  his  profession  superficially  suppose  not  merely  of  dress,  but  during  the  time  of 
that  a  spinal  case  is  a  curable  malady,  or  dressing  and  undressing,  must  be  careAilly 
shut  bis  eyes  against  its  existence  as  an  evi-  observed,  especially  in  winter.  It  ought  to 
deuce,  in  fact,  of  a  deeply.seated  constitu-  be  performed  close  by  the  fire,  the  bed 
tional  derangement,  irremediable,  progres-  ought  to  be  wanned,  and  the  feet  placed  in. 
sive,  and  fatal — if  it  have  not  been  recognised  warm  water  at  night,  or  wrapped  m  flannel^ 
in  its  very  first  symptoms.  chafed  with  the  hand,  on  retiring  for  th^ 
With  regard  to  treatment : —  night.  The  shoulders  ought  to  be  protected 
In  the  acute  stage  (1825 — 1838)  the  anti-  during  the  night  with  a  shawl  or  amaU 
phlogistic  treatment  was  only  so  much  flannel  jacket.  There  ought  to  be  no  bed- 
powder  and  shot  thrown  away,  and  rather  fellow.  The  breakfaat  should  be  taken  in 
tended  to  injure  my  constitution  than  to  bed  before  rising ;  warm  water  used  for  the 
dislodge  the  enemy  within  it,  by  always  hav.  hands  and  face.  Cold  ablutions  (I  repeat) 
ing  been  aimed  at  the  wrong  mark,  if  aimed  are  both  painful  and  pernicious,  often  caua* 
at  anything ;  but  afterwards,  when  blood  was  ing  debility  ami  dorsal  pain  for  the  re* 
abstracted  from  the  region  of  the  spine,  1  al-  mainder  of  the  day.  Every  actieie  of  weajr- 
ways  found  benefit  from  it.    The  local  ap-  ing  apparel  should  be  well  aired  at  the  fire 
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before  patting  ft  on  (a  oold  sfakt  will  give  Ton  can  make  nae  of  the«e  remarks,  if  my 

rise  to  pain),  even  before  going  out ;   the  dog- Latin  be  done  well  enough  to  go  up  in 

shoes,  the  great  coat,  the  neckcloth,  ahoald  class. 

be  made  warm,  so  as  to  carry  out  a  oertain  I  will  now  transcribe  some,  of  which  no 

quantity  of  heat  buttoned  up  in  the  drees,  one  need  be  sshamed,  which  comprises  the 

Even  in  summer,  a  light  cape  will  never  be  general  oufeline  of  treatment  for  spinal  dis- 

too  much ;  an  entire  flannel  gait  should  be  ease,  not  merely  for  the  time  being  under 

worn  next  the  skin,  and  worsted  stockings  in  the  doctor's  band?,  but,  indeed,*for  the  rest 

winter.  of  the  invalid's  days.     An  advanced  spinal 

Exercise  is  not  so  fatiguing  and  pernicious  affection  b,  in  fsct,  premature  old  age  ; — 

as  mental  exertion,  long- continued  thought,  therefore,    *'  pugnandum    tanquam    contra 

or  famtfy  anxieties.  morbum,  sic  contra  senectutem.     Habenda 

1  need  not  say  that  Wellington  boots  are  ratio  valetudinis  ;  utendum  exercitationibus 

never  to  be  pulled  on.     The  first  intimation  modicis ;  tantum  cibi  et  potionis  adhiben- 

I  received  of  my  back  giving  way,  was  pain  dum,  ut  reficiantur  vires,  non  opprimantur. 

in  throwing  up  the  sash  of  a  window,  and  Neo  vero  oorpori  soli  anbTeoiendum  est,  sed 

next  in  pulling  on  my  boots.     Tying  or  menti  atque  animo  multo  magis.     Nam  hmc 

buttoning  shoes  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  quoque,  nisi  tanquam    Inmini   oleum    in- 

nor  reaohing  high  for  anything     The  most  stilles,  exstinguuntur  senectute,  et  corpora 

painful  and  fatiguing  exertion  is  the  act  of  quidem  defatigatione  et  exercitatione  ingra- 

shaving,  even  to  this  day  :  I  am  positively  vescunt ;  animi  autem  exercitando  levantur 

almost  inclined  to  abandon  my  beard,  and    ." — Cicero  de  Senectute,  zi.  14 — 20. 

come  out  like  a  regular  Jew,  like  the  author  This  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  me- 

of  the  '*" Mysteries  of  Paris.*'      It  would  dical  treatment. 

have  been  fortunate  for  me  if  I  had  been  Yours,  Stc.*' 

bom  300  yean  back,  when  beards  were  all 

the  go.  As  our  time  has  now  expired,   I  must 

ttfthe  comdmBm  rf  the  generative  eyetem  postpone  to  our  nest  meeting  the  relation 

in  spinal  dieease. — In  primo  accessu  hujus  of  the  second  case,  and  my  views  regard- 

deformitatis,  intacta  vis  genitalis  est.     Hoc  ing  the  pathology  of  this  interesting  disease, 

morbo  vero  durante,  plerumque  post  paucos  ,^_______^_.____«_,____..__ 

■nnos,  qaum  jam  medulla  spinalis  quodam- 

modo  compressa ;  vertebnurum  ossa,  ad  mol-  OB8EltVATI(»fS 

litiem  et  gtbboaitatem  degenerantia,  nervo-  on  tbb 

:SiJJr^'^,SL'2SiJrSt^^  nature  and  treatment  of  thb 

tun  extingoitur,  ad  propria  munera  idonea  MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES 

damnata.    Tnm  supervenit  senectua  preco-  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM : 

quis,  fscnndumque  nihil  amplius  secemitnr  -nr-^^  w^f,    ^    ^.     ^ 

^an,  a  cnjns  Vtimulo  emasculatus   «ger  ^''*  lUuatrattte  CaeeB. 

omnino  abscinditur.  By  Edward  BLACEicoas,  M.D.  Edinb. 

Aliquando  tamen,  excitatio  prava,  inusi-  Member  BxtnaonlinBry  of  the  Royal  Medical 

tata,   segrotum  cum  urgent!  et  inexplebili  Society  of  Bdinbnivh,  and  Physician  to 

libidine  ad  veneris  voluptatem  instigat :  at,  **»«  ^^^  Penitentiary, 

cheu !  non  etlam  In  thalamo,  hiec  cupldo  .jy^  ^^^  London  Medical  Gazette  J 

msatiabilis, — ^hKc  ftunes   tarn   turpis, — hoc  ^ 

modo  hradabiU  per  coitum  vix  eximi  possit.  [Continued  tnm  page  flOa.] 

Languente  tandem   propter    debilitatem  ^_^ 

vlrium  moventium,  sanguinis  motns  e  cor-  r  i  c 

pore  penis  spongioso  primo  defluit,  ac  deni-  Successful  Cases. 

que  genitalia  organa  versus  non   amplius  Case  Xf. — A  man,  aged  28,  in  Oc- 

augetne.    Fit  impotentia,  vel  tantummodo  tober,  1822,  after  dinner  felt  headache; 

aterilitas,  ant  siquidem  potentia  re-mansit  ^-ent  to  his  work,  and  quickly  fell  into 

virilia,  singolari  tamen  lassitudine  oomiutur  profound  apoplexy.     It  was  the  third 

coiViB,  attack,  in  the  first  of  which  the  loss  of 

Porro,  interjecto  demde  tempore,  testes  ^^^^^  ^ad  continued  for  twelve  hours, 

mvicem  mflammatione  subacuta  corrept«,  y^^^^  ^^^^  ^    ^^  ^h^rtly  afterwards, 

ac  dolore  dmtmo  invas«,  impnmis  tumes-  ^           jj^  ^^^^^  immoveable,  and  he 

cunt,  turn  marcescunt,  et  postremo  tabes-  ^K                  ^    ^     ^y^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

cunt.     Hand  equidem  rara,  ni  tklior,  hydro-  "^  ,     \A      f                j   r  n     ^„^i^»:^Ji 

cele.  itidemqurepididymis  induratio,  conse-  P"!^^  ^l  f  ^^"g  ^^  ^""^^i!,  T^i  i!l?K 

cuti  sunt  :-suppuratio  nunquam.  ^^ow  and  deep.      He  was  bled  id  both 

Non  fortuito  facto,  ut  reor,  quod  ita  jam  arms  to  three  pounds,  when  the  pulse 

tunc  accidunt  hsc  symptomata  in   cursu  failed,  and  he  opened  his  eyes  and  vo- 

htfjuacemodi  morbi.  mited* 
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Cold  affusion  on  the  head;    porgatiTe  The  nest  morning!  found  her  in 
clysters.  apoplexy ;  the  face  turgid ;  pupils  con- 
In  a  few  hours  afterwards,  some  stu-  tracted  and  immoveable ;   pulse  slow 
por  remaining,  and  the  pulse  strong,  and  firm.    After  a  bleeding  to  30  ounces, 
and  the  bowels  shut  up,  he  was  bled  and  cold  washing  of  the  head,  she  be- 
again  to  7  ounces,  when  he  became  came  sensible.     A  solution  of  salU  then 
sensible,  and  vomited  freely.  given  was  vomited.    A  few  hours  after- 
Cold  and  clysters  repeated.  ^J*'"^  ^^e  pulse  remained  at  60,  and 

she  complained  of  acute  pain  in  the 

The  next  day,  a  little  fever,  and  pam  head 

under  the  fix)ntal  bone  j  bowels  costive.  ^  ;,j^^^  ^^  ^  ^^,^^  ^^ .  p^^^ivo. 

Jalap  with  calomel,  and  a  stream  of  cold  ^nd  calomel  every  three  hours, 

water  on  the  head ;  antimony  with  ca-  _,               _                        «.            «  . 

lomel  every  six  hours,  to  salivate.  The  next  day  a  return  of  convulsions, 

and  of  acute  pam  at  the  head  on  the 

On  the  3d  day  from  the  attack,  hea-  jgagt  movement;  pulse  slow  and  small; 

Tiness  of  the  head ;  little  sleep ;  pulse  {^^  bowels  purged. 

80 ;  bowels  purged.  L^^^^  ^^  ^  pui^tive  clyster ;  calomel 

Medicines  repeated.  continued. 

4th  day.— Stiil  little  sleep ;  breath-  Jn  the  evening  many  feculent  stoola 

ing  oppressed.  passed,  containing  tape- worm. 

The  5th  day,  slight  dysentery ;  gums  Oct.  2d.— Pain  and  heat  of  head  con- 
sore,  having  taken  two  scruples  of  ca-  tinned. 

lomel,  and  the  same  quantity  of  anti-  Cold  affusion,  castor  oU,  and  calomeL 

mony,  in  three  days.     After  this  he  3d.-Costivenes8. 

recovered  rapidly.  «       ^.         j     u 

CaseXII.-A  plethoric  woman,  aged  Purgatives  and  cold. 

38,  in  1823,  when  within  a  fortnight  of  4th.— Great  retching  after  porring. 

her  confinement,  was  attacked  with  On  the  5th,  the  stools,  that  nad  been 

severe  pain  in  the  head  (she  had  also  unhealthy,  became  natural.    The  10th, 

suCfered  from  pains  in  the  back  and  ab-  able    to  sit  up;    occasional    pain  at 

domen  the  day  before),  vertigo,  sue  head,  which  was  relieved  by  cold  and 

ceeded  by  transient  loss  of  speech  and  purgatives.     Convalescence  continued 

sense.    The  next  morning  the  head-  through   the  winter  to   March  1825, 

ache  continued,  with  vomiting,  and  she  when  she  came  a^ain  under  mj  care 

became  delirious,  convulsed,  and  then  for  convulsions  and  a  deadness  of  one 

comatose,  with  stertorous  breathing  j  hand,  recurring  in  paroxysms  of  three 

the  pupils  much  contracted;  the  head  days'  duration,  at  intervals    of  three 

very    hot ;    pulse  68,    very   full   and  i^eeks,  without  headache ;  the  bowels 

strong.    Cold  water  was  dashed  on  the  torpid.    The  symptoms  were  relieved 

head,  and  30  ounces  of  very  sizy  blood  in  the  course  of  ten  days  by  the  use  of 

drawn  from   the  jugular  and  basilic  pills  of  aloes,  galbanum,  and  mercurv ; 

veins.    In  a  few  hours  the  relief  was  blisters  on  the  back,  friction,  and  the 

decisive,  and  purgatives  completed  the  vapour  of  hot  water  to  the  affected  arm. 

amendment.     In  two  days  she  was  de-  In  November,   1827,  I   found  that 

livered  of  a  dead  child,  and  recovered  some  months  after  the  former  period 

favourably.  she  became  affected  with  epileptic  fits. 

Case  XIII. — A  woman,  aged  24,  five  repeated  three  times  a  month,  begin* 

weeks  after  a  natural  confinement  in  ning  in  cramp  at  the  hand,  and  on  the 

the  autumn  of  1824,  got  occasional  at-  sensation  running  up   the    arm,    the 

tacks  of  epilepsy,   for  which  a  small  senses  failed.    A  fortnight  after  partu- 

quantity  of  blood  was  abstracted,  and  rition,  nine  months  ago,  she  had  five 

turpentine  clysters  given,  by  which  she  fits  in   the   night;   after  wbich  they 

was  sickened  and  purged.     I  saw  her  ceased    for    six    months;   and  during 

September  29th,  wnen  she  complained  pregnancy  she  had  none  I    No  menses 

of  a  deadness  in  the  left  arm  and  leg,  seen  since  this  confinement,  and  she 

pain  at  the  orbits  (usually  worse  on  was  now  nursing  a  fine  child.    In  the 

taking  beer),  occasional  loss  of  sight,  last  two  months  she  had  been  bled 

costiveness,  and  cold  extremities ;  the  four  times.     The  existing  symptoms, 

tongue  very  white ;  pulse  small.  headache,  deafness,  a  mist  and  flashes 

Calomel  and  purgatives  ordered.  of  light  before  the  eyes ;  a  weak  pulse. 


MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.       633 

To  wean  the  child.    An  embrocation  on  Aug.  1st.  —  The  purging  continued, 
the  spine.    Pills  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  with  great  amendment.    The  next  day 
galbanum,  and  opium.  a  diarrhisa,  for  which  opium  with  tar- 
After  this  her  health  improved  to  ^^f  ^  antimony  was  given. 
April    1830,    when    she    came  under  M.-Diarrhoea,  requiring  opium  with 

treatment  for  ten  days  for  spasms  of  ^^^]z'    -n  -        j        n-        **t.   u 

the  arms  and  eyeballs,   whfch  were  4th.-Pam  andswelbngatthehypo- 

cured  by  leeches,  a  blister  on  the  neck,  gastnum,  although  the  urining  free, 

calomel,  purgatives,  and  six  drachms  of  Aperients,  and  a  blister  to  the  abdomen, 

colchicum  wine.  8th.— Every  symptom  better,  except 

Case  XIV.— A  man,  aged  65,  was  ^y^^  imperfection  of  speech.     By  the 

afflicted  in    the    beeinnme  of   Apnl  17th  the  power  of  speech  was  restored, 

1827  wuh  tremors   like  chorea,  sue-  ^^^  he  could  resume  his  business  as  a 

ceeded  by  sleeplessness,  confusion  of  grocer 

thought,  lethargy,  a  ringing  in   the  Qn  September  3d,  having  had  a  diar- 

ear8,los8of  appetite,  and  cosliveness;  rhcea  for  some  days,  he  took  brandy 

the  tongue  white ;  pulse  strong.   These  ^nd  water   at   supper,   and  the  next 

symptoms  continued  to  May  23d,  when  corning   breakfasted    on  fish;    after 

I  saw  him.  which  he  became  speechless ;  the  pulse 

Bleeding,  purgatives,  with  diuretics.   An-  full  and  strong.     The  abstraction  of 

timomal  ointment  on  the  scalp.  five  ounces  of  olood  was  followed  by 

In  a  week  much  relief  j  the  scalp  severe  tonic  spasm  of  the  arm,  coma, 

pustulated.  ^""  foaming  at  the  mouth.    Some  cro- 

r.  ^    '  •!     '^1.    M   r  ^       a:  tou  oil  was  then  given,  which  in  a  few 

Croton  oil,  with  oU  of  turpentme.  ^^^^  ^^^.^^^  vomiriAg ;   after  which 

June  15th.— Head  complaints  worse  ^g  was  much  relieved,  except  that  his 

since  cosUvcness;  pulse  68,  fullj  scalp  speech  was  lost, 

very  sore  by  the  ointment.  xhc  next    day  severe   convulsions 

Bleeding  to  twelve  ounces  (the  coagulum  and  watery  diarrhoea, 

loose  and  convex.)    Purgatives.  5th  and  6th.— Convulsions. 

The  next  day  three  convulsive  fits,  Purgatives,  and  a  bUster  on  the  neck, 

and  imperfect  palsy  of  the  legs ;  m^ch  ^hen  purged  of  ffficulent  stools,  and 

headache  and  sleeplessness.  g^ch  restored.    The  amendment  con- 

Leeches  and  purgatives.  tinned  to  the  15th,  when  he  died  tran- 

Afler  this  considerable  relief,  but  quilly,  from  gradual  exhaustion, 

succeeded  by  despondency  and  occa-  Case  XY.* — A  woman,  60  years  of 

sional  delirium;    the  pulse  60  when  age,  whose  habits  were  intemperate, 

asleep,  70  when  awake;  the  scalp  sup-  but  of  good  general  health,  was  af- 

purating.    In  a  few  days  more  delirium  fected,  JTanuary  22d,  1820,  with  acute 

and  sleeplessness,  with  costiveness.  epilepsy.     The  fit  returned  in  a  few 

Purgatives.  days,  and  8he  was  then  bled.    When 

rrk-«  ««  i«»of»*;^.i  «Wf .,1...  -♦^♦o     tu^  fil^e  came  under  my  observation,  on  the 

^^  l«lh^^    \^SJ^}^n,i^^  "in*  day  of  her  fUiieM,  «he  wks  deU- 

mtf.    In  the  following  week,  to  July  ■  i  '  .*»"^"  ""B""/.  ••"•"""^j  •  *•  •"»■ 

K>E  ™«~.  r_...  j.i:.:„«  __j  >„_^_  miplegic  on  the  nght  side ;  counte- 

fhe\":i;tent'Tis''leT^^^^^^  na^ fatuous,  .tou|ue  .hite,  pulse 

nued  to  the  31.t,  when,  after  being  "'H"^,-    -^n  opiate  was  given  by  her 

costive,  he  fell  into  profound  apoplexy!  '^^'^   attendant,   after  which   the 

the  pu  se  large  an^  strong,  '^rfe  wm  "^^  *"  d"*"  ^  *«>  ^^^  S?«'  ** 

bled  two  hou«  afterwards  to  fifty-four  f"'*?  ™°«  '""PJe'f.J  P»l«e  88,  firm ; 

ounces,  before  the  pulse  was  imprissed  5  '**«=  ^"^^^  "^^  «*»''*'^- 

the  blood  inflamed.  A.  blister  to  the  neck  •,  porgatiTes. 

Calomel,  jalap,  and  castor  oil.  The  Uth  day,  not  better,  costiveness 

In  a  few  hours  he  recovered  his  remaining. 

senses,  but  could  not  speak.    Theme-  .    12th  day,  incoherent ;  urine  passed 

dicines  had  failed  to  purge ;  then  full  *"  «>ed ;  costiveness ;  pulse  96,  full  and 

purging  followed  on  repeating  the  pur-  fi'''"* 

gatives,  and  he  regained  the  power  of  ^  -- ,         I       7^7       'T,     ~    ,    . , 

?__  ^„i.  This  case  I  saw  in  the  practice  of  a  physician 

spcecn.  deceased.* 
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one  gram  every  hour;   ten  in yiole&t  delirium ;  at  times,  howeTer, 

leeches  to  the  temples.  he  was  sensible  enough  to  eomphuo  of 

After  SIX  doses  having  failed  to  purge,  Paj?  i^  ^^^  temples  and  in  the  bowels, 

and  the  symptoms  remaining,  she  was  ^^n**^?  w^""*   afleftcd  with  a  moeous 

bled  to  seventeen  ounces?  the  blood  P^^ng  "om    the   medicines.      The 

buffy  and  cupped.  P"P»*8  were  natural. 

On  the  13th  day,  speech  less  inarti-  Calomel  oontinoed,  tiie  moath  not  beiag 
culate ;  countenance  more  intelligent ;  affected;  and  tn  opiate  clyster.  Antl- 
aa  attempt  made  to  move  the  arms  gonial  ointment  on  the  head ;  a  miik 
when  requested,  but  the  muscles  rigid,  "^«'  *»  "^  camphor  jalep^  with  utre. 
and  pain  excited  by  stretching  them ;  By  the  16th  day  the  dysentery  was 
pulse  112,  firm.  Costiveness  continu-  relieved  bv  the  opiates;  the  scalp  Be- 
ing, after  twelve  grains  of  extract  of  verely  irritated  bv  the  ointment ;  vio- 
elaterium.  lent  nocturnal  delirium;  at  times  com- 

On  the  14th  day  a  great  improve-  plaint  of  the  head;  instability  on  aa- 

ment,  from  two  copious  stools  from  suming  the  erect  posture ;  pulse  104, 

calomel  and  jalap.  tremulous ;  gums  sore  by  the  mercury, 

15th,  muscles  less  rigid;  black  spots  which  had  been  taken  for  five  days, 

on  the  sacrum.  The  ointment  continued,  with  a  ponltice 

16th,    voluntary  power   increasing,  ^f  linseed,  ond  decoetion  of  poppies, 

but  pain  stUl  existed  on  movement.  Calomel  in  fewer  doses,  and  hzotives. 

In  five  days  more  the  memory  re-  rr-     ■.  i.  .                 •»    ^     .^          i 

stored,  and  she  couW  walk.     Conva-  .  The  delmum  ccawd  after  the  poul- 

lescent  in  three  weeks  from  the  attack,  tice,  and  on  the  15th  day  every  symp- 

Case  XVI.-A  man,  aged  30,  on  Ja-  *°°?  ^^  improved,  bat  the  palse  was 
nnary  25th,  1825,  was  reported  to  have  *•  before, 
fallen  down  the  shaft  of  a  mine  to  the  Mild  diet  and  kxolives. 
depth  of  more  than  100  feet,  where  he  On  the  22d  day  a  still  greater  amend- 
was  found  insensible,  with  the  head  ^j^nt ;   the  pulse  in  the  morning  be- 
downwards.    No  fracture  was  visible ;  ^ame  natural,  and  in  the  evening  he 
the  scalp  was  cut,  and  the  loins  bruised  appeared  for  the  first  time  perfectly  to 
While  m  this  state  of  concussion  and  ^^^g  recovered  his  consciousness,  and 
stupor,  a  vein  was  opened  by  a  sur-  he  recognized  his  friends.    From  this 
geon,   but   no  blood  flowed.     After-  time  convalescence  was  uninterrupted, 
wards  he  became  affected  with  vomit- 
ing, febrile  symptoms,  stupor,  alternat-  Sect.  II.   On  Paralytic  Affections 
ing  with  delirium.  without  previotu  Coma,  and  on  pro. 
x^I^^^^^^.      day  he  was  lawrely  tracted  PaUy  whn,    the   upopiectie 
bled  (the  blood  not  inflamed) ;  and  ca-  duposition  ha*  pasted  away. 
lomel  and  antimony  were  given  every  i    •        *      i 
six  hours,  and  saline  purgatives.  The  relation  of  palsy  to  apoplexy. 

On  the  10th  day  I  saw  him,  affected  in  a  pathological  and  practical  view,  is 
whh  vertigo,  as  if  drunk,  on  assuming  generally  admitted.  It  occurs,  how- 
the  erect  posture ;  delirium,  which  was  «ver,  as  a  simple  and  primary  affection, 
worse  on  movement  or  noise ;  respira-  even  when  lU  ongin  is  withm  the 
tion  slightly  stertorous ;  pulse  96,  jar-  ^^ead ;  and  it  may  terminate  favourably, 
ring;  he  was  also  very  fcthargic,  but  or  pass  into  apoplexy,  on  a  more  power- 
sensible  when  roused ;  the  pupils  con-  ^"1  application  of  the  exciting  causes, 
traded  during  sleep;  moveable,  but  ^J  ^"^n  it  has  been  treated  ineffica- 
not  equally  so,  on  applying  the  candle  ciously.  Some  of  its  symptoms  are 
to  them;  on  his  awaking  they  became  peculiarly  singular  and  uiteVesting; 
dilated  and  fixed.  It  was  believed  that  such  as—(fl.)  The  remarkable  vana- 
serous  effusion  in  the  brain  had  taken  ^ions  in  the  state  of  the  pulse,  and  of 
place,  but  the  prognosis  was  favourable.  ^^®  animal  temperature  of  the  affected 

Calomel  with  antimony  was  repeated  to  ^^°™^«»  *"  connection  with  an  improve- 

salivation  ;  a  blister  on  the  h^d  ;  heat  J"«"^  %^*.8«/*r"«?  °^  ^*»?  °J^^  %^£' 

to  the  feet.    A  diet  of  gruel ;  and  ex-  ^^^'  This  feature  is  seen  in  Case  XIX. 

treme  qniet.  and  yet  more  strikingly  m  a  case  to  be 

narrated  hereafter,  among  spasmodic 

The  next  two  days  were  passed  in  afilections.    (&.)  Spasms  of  the  palsied 

heavy  sleep,  broken  by  his  starting  up  limbs,  without  any  effect  on  the  palsy. 
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(c.)  Habitual  tremors  of  the  timbs,  pkte  recovery  u  nol  to  be  escfieetedj 

without  any  loss  of  feeling  or  of  volun*  but   it    may    admit   of    great   relief, 

tary  power,  forming  the  paralysis  a^-  Sloughing  of  any   i)art   subjected  to 

tans  of  writers ;  of  which  uase  XXI  V.ia  pressure  is  a  bad  sign,  particularly  that 

an  interesting  example,    (d,)  TheroK^  painful  sloughing  of  the  ball  of  the 

xnetric  coldness  of  the  affected  part,  great  toe;  the  vital  powers  then  quickly 

without  sensation  of  coldness ;  and  the  sink, 

converse.     («.)   Incessant  and  severe  It  is  cheering  to  know  that,  in  apo- 

hiccup,  which  does  not  seem  to  affect  plectic  hemiplegia,  with  a  severe  shock 

the  course  of  the  disease,     (f.)  The  to  the  mind,  the  intellectual  energies 

tendency  of  compressed  parts  to  slough,  may  be  perfectly  recovered,  if  the  con- 

(^.)  Various  a&ctions  of  the  senses  of  stitution  be  sound,  and  tl^  habits  of  the 

touch,  hearing,  and  sight,  with  some-  patient  good ;  but  this  is  not  of  itself 

times  long  interruption  of  the  sleep,  an  infallible  ground  of  hope  regarding 

without  mental  disorder.  the  palsy.     The  state  of  the  palsiea 

Primary   palsy,   like   apoplexy,    is  limbs  as  to  thek  nutrition  and  tempo- 

sometimes  connected  with  obscure  dis-  rature,  and  that  of  the  or^^anic  function 

ease  in  the  heart  and  aorta,  and  is  often  in  general,  are  a  better  criterion  of  reco- 

the  first  symptom  that  rouses  the  atten-  very  than  the  period  of  time  elapsed 

tion  of  the  sufferer  to  his  real  state.  since  the  paralytic  stroke. 

It  is  singular  that  palsy  so  seldom  Palsy  secondary,  on  acute  epilepsy, 
arises  from  chronic  epilepsy,  although  the  coma  being  transient,  is  more 
it  is  sometimes  connected  with  a  first  hopeful  than  that  following  decided 
attack  of  acute  epilepsy,  or  transient  apoplexy  f  and  it  admits  of  hope  evea 
apoplexy  with  convulsions.  although  the  epilepsy  has  been  recnr- 
Palsy,  at  fiirst  simply  paraplegic,,  rent  and  severe,  and  after  disease  in 
from  an  affection  of  the  spinal  chord,  other  oi^ns ;  but  if  proper  remedies 
may  pass  into  hemiplegia  with  a  brain  have  been  neglected  in  the  first  fort- 
affection,  night  of  the  attack,  partial  palsy  may 
Chronic  cases  of  weakness  of  the  be  expected  to  remain  ;  and,  generally, 
limbs,  appearing  to  be  rheumatic,  are  hemiplegia  following  epilepsy  is  of  bad 
sometimes  truly  paraplegic,  and  are  omen, 
often  mistreated.     A  sense  of  girding 

in  the  abdominal  moscles  is  sometimes  Palsy  has  various  origins : — (a)  an 

the  ficst  symptom  in  these  cases,  and  encephalic    origin ;   in  which  case  it 

should  direct  attention  to  the  spinal  differs  only  from  apoplifxy  as  the  lesser 

chord.  from  the  greater,  a  part  from  the  whole. 

Its  true  cause  appears  to  be  pressure 
Simple  or  primary  palsy  is  generally  on  the  "figuratc  brain," — or  the  corpora 
more  nopeful  than  palsy  secondary  on  striata,  crura  cerebri  et  cerebelli,  me- 
apoplexy.  Recent  cases  of  hemiplegia  dull  a  oblongata,  tube  r-annulare,  and  the 
are  hopeful,  although  the  senses  of  origin  of  the  larious  nerves  of  motion 
sight  and  hearing  are  affected  with  and  sensation.  The  notion  of  a  palsy-* 
illusions,  and  other  evidence  is  present  shock  as  something  distinct  from  pres* 
of  an  extensive  affection  of  the  brain :  sure  and  vasci^far  fulness,  is  not  very 
Case  XIX.  Recovery  from  a  very  de-  intelligible :  the  only  case,  as  it  appears 
cided  attack  may  take  place  in  three  to  me,  of  such  a  condition,  is  that  from 
weeks,  when  early  treatment  is  em-  a  stroke  of  lightning  so  powerful  as  to 
ployed:  Case  XV I II.  Instances  of  are-  destroy  life.  In  any  case  of  a  para- 
current  attack,  at  an  interval  of  lytic  seizure,  however  sudden,  from  or- 
some  years,  and  even  where  the  speech  dinary  exciting  causes,  the  orig^al 
has  been  affected,  may  end  in  recovery,  proximate  cause  is  pressure  connected 
Hemiplegia,  however,  when  connected  with  sanffuineous  congestion.  The 
with  disease  in  the  heart,  is  hopeless,  palsy,  inoeed,  does  not  always  dh- 
Incomplete  paraplegia,  with  neuralgia  appear  as  soon  as  the  momentum  of 
of  the  lower  extremities,  even  when  of  the  circulation  ia  removed :  in  some 
two  years'  continuance,  is  hopeful,  cases  tlie  palsy  is  maintained  by  a 
when  the  encephalic  and  vital  func-  congestion  of  venous  blood  in  the  di- 
tions  are  unbroken.  In  paralysis  agi-  lated  vessels,  and  in  others  it  may  be 
tans  of  one  years  continuance,  com-  referred  to  a  lesion  or  compression  of 
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the  medullary  substance,  for  the  resto-  gin,  cupping,  more  particularly,  is  of 

ration  of  which  to  its  natural  state  ^eat  service ;  and,  in  these  cases  also, 

time  is  required.  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  carry  purga- 

An  important  fact  to  be  knovm  is,  tives  too  far ;  so  great  is  the  torpor  of 
that  partial  palsy,  as  of  the  side  of  the  the  bowels,  and  so  vast  the  accumula- 
face,  or  of  one  hand  or  one  finger,  may  tion  of  fteces,  that  the  practitioner 
have,  and  often  has,  an  encephalic  scarcely  knows  when  the  bowels  are 
origin,  and  is  liable  to  pass  into  apo-  really  unloaded, 
plexy.  In  the  case  of  palsy  of  the  (bj  In  the  chronic  state : — this  state 
racial  nerve  of  the  seventh  pair,  as  is  not  to  be  judged  of  merely  by  the 
in  Case  XXV.,  it  is  sometimes  dimcultto  interval  of  time  from  the  attack ;  thedia- 
ascertain  the  origin  of  the  disease :  to  ease  may  longsubsistin  a  sub-acute  form, 
mistake  an  encephalic  for  a  local  origin  or  it  may  quickly  pass  into  a  passive 
would  be  of  serious  consequence,  state,  particularly  in  a  recurrent  attack. 
Hemiplegia,  without  coma,  or  the  and  may  bear  stimulant  remedies,  such 
least  affection  of  the  mental  powers,  as  galvanism,  strychnia,  and  hot  mine- 
sometimes  arises  from  a  clot  of  blood  ral  waters ; — when  the  disease  has  its 
in  the  hemispheres  of  the  brain.  origin  in  the  head,  to  determine  the 

In  a  case  of  headache,  hemiplegia,  diagnosis  of  these  states  requires  the  se- 

and  fatuousness,  fatal  without  coma,  verest  exercise  of  judgment.    In  a  case 

there  was  extensive  softening  of  the  walls  of  chronic  weakness  of  the  legs,  where 

of  the  right  t^entricle,  and  of  the  corpus  porter   was    allowed,    the  paraplegic 

striata  and  optic  thalamus,  with  much  affection  became    hemeplegic,   which 

serum  in  the  ventricles.    The  symp-  was  much  relieved  by  cupping:    the 

toms  had  succeeded  to  erysipelas  of  medical    attendant    afterwards    gave 

the  legs.  brandy  and  bark,  thinking  it  a  case  of 

(b)  Palsy  has  a  spinal  cord  origin,  pure  debility,  the  consequence  of  which 
Hemiple^a  probably  has  always  an  was  a  second  attack  of  palsy,  and 
encephalic  origin ;  but  more  partial  which  ended  fatally.  In  another  case 
palsy,  wtiether  of  a  single  muscle,  or  of  harm  was  done  by  tonics  in  an  appa- 
the  abdominal  muscles  and  pelvic  vis-  rently  chronic  state  of  palsy  in  the  face 
cera,  or  of  the  legs,  or  of  the  arms,  from  a  cerebral  origin. 

may  have  its  origin  in  the  several  hori-  Strychnia  was  of  singular  benefit  in  a 
Kontal  segments  of  the  cord.  Thus  I  case  of  palsy  of  the  thighs,  with  ex- 
have  seen  palsy  of  both  arms  alone,  treme  costiveness,  from  disease  in  the 
from  disease  in  the  cervical  part  of  the  spinal  chord;  it  seemed  greatly  to  aid 
cord ;  and  palsy  of  the  legs  also,  from  the  operation  of  purgatives, 
disease  in  its  lumbar  and  sacral  por-  Iodide  of  potassium,  and  a  mercurial 
tion.  plaster  on  the  sacrum,  were  also  of  great 

(c)  Palsies  also  arise  from  disease  in  utility  in  a  case  of  long  standing,  vmere 
the  nerves  external  to  the  brain  and  mineral  waters  and  quinine  had  beei) 
spinal  cord,  as  those  noticed  by  Dr.  found  useless. 

Cfullen,  in  his  *<  Class  locales ;  orders,  Cask  XVI  I.~  An  elderly  woman  was 

dysiesthesis,  dyscinesiae ;"  they  do  not  affected  December  17,  1821,  with  sud- 

here  require  a  remark,  no  cases  of  them  den  loss  of  power  of  the  right  side, 

beine  given.  after  a  sense  of  numbness  in  the  part 

The  treatment  of  palsy. — (a)  in  its  for  a  short  time  previously.    On  the 

acute  state.  In  the  instances  of  an  ence-  4th  day,  speech  and  deglutition  difii- 

phalic  origin,  the  cure  for  apoplexy  is  of  cult,  tongue  dry  and  loaded,  pulse  98, 

course  adopted ;  this  will  generally  pre-  jarring, 

vent  a  subsequent  attack  of  apoplexy,  Parigatives. 

and  confine  the  sphere  of  the  disease,  sth.-Headache   and    confusion   of 

aUhough  It  may  fail  to  cure  it  entirely,  thought;   articulation  improved,  after 

The  cases  show  that  the  cure  is  very  p^ssine  a  stool 

protracted,  when  onlv  bleeding  and  ^  r     Z           J          .    i.    :i   i.            j 

purging  have  been  employed,  and  mer-  ^'^f*  *?  **»®  *!?P^«'  ^  !^*^«*  "^ 

cury  neglected  :  as  likewise,  that  active  hhBtered,  pargativet  repeated. 

purging  will  be  insufficient  at  an  ad-  6th. — The    buttocks    found    to   be 

vanced  age,  when bloodlettingisomitted.  sloughing  ;    involuntary    dejections  ; 

In  the  cases  from  a  spinal-chord  ori-  headache  relieved  after  purging.    7th. 
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Appetite  and  sleep  gone ;  feelings  im-  6th.— Less  palsy   of  the  arm,  the 

proved.  bowels  being  freely  purged. 

Calomel  and  jalap.  7th.— Headache,  but  mind  more  col- 

,    ^             1     Q^  .^ft    Ofi,  lected ;   right  leg  still  palsied  j   pulse 

Palsy  as  before ;  pulse  84,  soft.  ^'">  gg  fiji 

return    of  headache ;   pulse  jarring ;  '       '  ^^j^^  ^  ^  temples. 

bowels  free;    sloughing  parts   doing  g^h^p^^y  lessening,  but  headache 

Leeches  and  purgatiTes.  remaining.     In  the  next  eight  days,  a 

^    '^  gradual  amendment  from  mild  purga- 

10th.— Headache ;  flushing  of  face  j  tives :  meat  then  allowed,  which  was 

restlessness.  followed  by  severe  headache,  for  five 

Leeches,  purgatives,  and  an  opiate.  nights  preventing  sleep ;  puUe  104. 

It  i_      TT     J     1.          *•     :   ^  i,^„.«i-  Purgatives,  and  cold  washing  of  the  head, 

be  n?c^t?ve'           ^^^*-"^"^>^^^^  25tr-Convalescence  advancing,  but 

uemg  costive.                   ,      ,    ^  the  right  eye  and  cheek  oedematous. 

Calomel  and  jalap,  and  a  clyster.  ©        / 

,       ^„  Case  XIX.— A  man  of  a  full  habit, 
13th.— Still    headache ;    pulse    72,  §5  yea„  ^f  ^ge^  affected  with  hemi- 
jarring.  plegia  of  the  right  limbs,  loss  of  feel- 
Purgatives  and  opiates,  {„g  j^^d  of  muscular  power  of  the  right 
15tb.— Sleeplessness;  pulse96,  harsh,  cheek,  and  of  the  muscles  of  the  tongue, 
16th.— Better  after  purging;  slough  which  was  turned  to  the  right  side, 
removed ;  sores  healthy .  but    its    feeling    unimpaired;    black 
17th.— A    small    tumor    discovered  spots  before  the  eyes.    The  illness  was 
over   the    articulation    of    the    right  of  recent  origin ;  ascribed  to  exposure 
clavicle  with  the  sternum,  pulsating  to  cold, 
strongly.  Bleeding:  the  blood  sizy ;  purgatives. 

To  the  21st,  little   change;    then,  January  29th,  1820.— No  headache ; 

shivering  and  delirium ;  pulse  132.  ^^c  palsied  side  feels  cold  to  himself. 

Wine  and  opium,  and  purgatives.  and  is  sensibly  colder,  and  the  pulse  of 

22d.-Sores    more   sloughy;    pulse  the  palsied  arm  is  much  weaker  than  in 

156.  irregular:  death,  the  next  day.  the  sound! 

The  palsied  side  became  quickly  cold  Cold  washing  of  the  head,  and  purgatives, 

after  death ;  the  other  side  retained  its  30th.— Headache  all  night,  with  the 

heat !  cold  washing ;  bowels  purged,  and  the 

Inspection. — A  clot  of  blood  in  the  muscular    power    of  tne  tongue  and 

left  hemisphere,  near  the  corpus  callo-  limbs  much  improved ;  pulse  80,  full, 

sum.    The  arteries  rising  out  .of  the  feeling  better  on  the  head  being  ele- 

chest  much  dilated  and  curved.  vated  in  bed. 

^        ^TTTTT      A              c      jji  Leeches  and  purgatives. 

Case  XVIIL-A  m^^^  31st.-More  heat  in  the  palsied 

attacked  with  ^-d^^^^^^^^^^  felr^a'Vtt'^UVkT^^^^^^^ 

Si^^k^g^l^di^^^^^^^^^^^^  powder7but  the  disorderi  vision  con. 

headache  which  continued  to  the  24th,  ;^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^          ^^^^ 

and  was  then   attended  with  incohe-  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  antimony  every  night ; 

rence  and  confusion  of  thought.  ^  ^^^^^  ^f  mustard-seed  eve^  day. 

Bleedingto  24  ounces;  head  shaven  and  ^hese    medicines    were    continued, 

blistered ;  purgative  medicuie  «id  clys-  ^^j^^  antimony  induced  strong  purging) 

,      "     ,          ,     /./•                  !_•  with  a  liniment  of  turpentine  and  am- 

The  4th  dav,  pulse  66 ;  tongue  white ;  ^lonia  to  the  limbs,  and  by  the  20th  he 

two  stools  only.  ^^  convalescent,  after  three  weeks  of 

Calomel  15  grains ;  clysters  and  salts.  treatment. 

5th.— Urine  that  was  passed  in  bed  Case  XX.— A  woman,  35  years  of 

now  passed  naturally ;   purgatives  in-  age,  after  severe  exposure  to  cold,  got 

effectual.  amenorrhosa,  which  was  succeeded  by 

Jalap,  with  calomel,  and  clysters.  pain  in  the  legs,  and  loss  of  muscular 


arm 
before 
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power,  but  not  complete  palsv:  these  23d.— Great  tdief  of  the  head;  cheek 

symptoms  continaed  for  i>  months,  to  less  retracted. 

July  1832,  when  she  took  sat«i^rilla  Leechei  and  ptusathe*. 

and  nitric  acid  for  weakness  and  pw-  i„  ^pril,  he  continaed  gentle  pur- 

spirations;  a  blister  was  put  on  the  8».  gntives  and  leeches,  and  at  the  ei5  of 

crura,  and  camphor  hniment  on  the  ?he  month  the  pi^wMmochrelte»ed, 

legs.    In  the  coarse  of  three  weeks  she  and  he  felt  welTl. 

was  so  much  unproTed  as  to  naik  out  _^ .    ^,.«*w    j  i 

of  doors :  then  a  bowel  complaint  came     [T\>  be  contiimd.] 

on,  which  was  relieved  by  calomel  and 

macnesia;  and  after  this,  the  mineral  SURGICAL  CASKS 

acid  was  resumed  with  benefit.     In  the  oocurbimo  rsr  the 

last  week  of  February,  however,  after  gT.  MARYLEBONE  INFIRMARY. 

dnnkmg    porter    to    excess,    vertigo  Treated  bv 

came  on,  succeeded   by   an  extreme  ^ 

sense  of  coldness  on  the  head,  loss  of  ""  ^*  ^AFroan,  Esa.  F.R.C.S.  See. 

speech,  and  palsy  of  the  right  limbs.  Snrgeon  to  the  institution. 

Cupping  in  the  loins,  blisters,  altera-  (Tor  the  London  Medical  Gazette  J 

tives,  and   aperients,   made   a   great  

amendment   m    the   coarse  of   three  n^--,!      a^   -«#-...-/                jl  * 

_    V          J  ^1          u             r    •    Lase  1. — Ah  external  opetuag  Mto^n 

weeks,  and  then  change  of  air  was  re-  ..^  ^^..  ^    .  .^^^    .  £•■      ^  ..     tZ 

comn:;nded.    At  the  end  of  April,  I  '^/'IZtZVl S^^l  /      .  ''^* 

saw  her  again,  neariy  dead,  after  hiv-  JJ^V/T/kT         ^                     * '" 

ing  taken  brandy  and  bark,  which  had  ^        ^' 

induced  excessive  pursuing  and  general  July  25th,   1844— Thomas   Butler, 

dropsy.    At  the  middle  of  Mav,  ano-  let.  27»  had  long  been  the  subject  of 

ther  paralytic  seizure  ended  fatally.  phthisis.      He  expectorated   purulent 

n.^«  wr      A ^  ^ r  «...  matter,  and  several  cavities,  by  ate- 

diS^heSS.^^Vove"x?Ts»':'^;^  ,tr^\r„f"^t;  ^^^  £s£ 

*         ij     -.        A* 1 A  .^^u  lungs.      Ai>out  SIX  or  eign(   DM>ntns 

™E^°„7  IL  riih't  T«.k  f^  ™r^  S"^""'  to  »»"  «dmission"nto  the  In- 

fSl/«.?„Oh.^wl^^,™ „V thiiSTn  S  fi™»'y. «»«"  f«"««d  on  his  neck  and 

theseatof  theportioduraoftheseTenth  ^^„j^'  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

nerve.                            vr    i,    j  >ted  immediately  above  the  clavicle. 

January  9lh,  1829.-No  head  com-  ^„^  ulcerated  v<iy  deeply  behind  that 

piami.                k-.v.-j  *u.  ^^  hone.    On  the  left  side  there  was  an 

..i.\il  «»cer  between  the  first    and    second 

15th.— The  same  state.  rfb,  about  an  inch  in  circumfewnce, 

Mercorial   antimoDial  ointment  on  tha  and  very  deep,  communicating  with 

cheek,  and  alterative  medicines.  the  lung.     Air  was  both  inspired  and 

Feb.  ad.—Some  headache  and  low  fxpired  through  it;  insomuch  that  if 

•pints  5  right  side  of  the  &ce  swollen ;  "n^  f**  ^"7  ^t^^r  amplication,  were 

the  left  nostril  retracted,  the  right  placed  upon  the  opening,  it  coidd  be 

sunken  j  loss  of  feeling  in  the  inside  of  ^rawn  inwards  or  blown  off  according 

the  right  check ;  mouth  drawn  to  the  ^?  ^^^  inspiration  and  expiration,      ff 

left  side,  and  more  so  on  shotUng  the  "^^  fl«™e  of  a  candle,  also,  was  placed 

lips ;  costivencss,  and  a  small  pube.  opposite  to  the  aperture,  it  could  be 

g\:t  ^r  *-       *:          J  -.rf^-  la nearly  blown  out,  and  the  air  could  be 

'^jLT^^:?ie:^^  ^^^'"'^^f  \^"^  rishingfrom  the  W 

ni.ted^  iper ;  meat  diet,  exercise,  and  The  patient,  however  did  not  like   he 

€l«!tridt;:  ?^o""d  ^o  ^/^^P'*?;*"^  exprewed  th^t 

ibr.— K  oA     Tj«i-«  ♦!.-  -— -»     u^^A  *^  distressed  him  if  it  were  exposed  to 

..Ji    Ji     i":^!^  *      !f^lL^L.  the  air  too  long.      It  was  therefore 

!fi« .Ik'^  "  "^^T""'*  ^^^       ^   '  ^"'^••y-  J'ept  closfd  and  protected,  and 

strength  improved.  ^j^^  external  atmos|.here  was  never  ad- 

Pur^tives.  mi  tied,  excepting  when  the  wound  was 

20th.— More  retraction  •f   the  left  dressed.     The  sores  discharged  very 

eheek,  and  confusion  in  the  head.  profusely,  and  the  j^oor  fellow  was  in 

Cappmg  to   10  oances,  and    merenrial  the  lowest  condition. 

purgatives;  antimooial ointment  on  the  It   could    hardly  be  expected  that 

sealp.  recovery  could  take  frface  with  such 
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extensive  disease  of  both  lungs  :   con-  which  afterwards  became  swollen,  and 

sequently,  the   patient  was  supported  apparently  contained  synovia.  Leeches 

and  nourished,  and  those  medicines  were  frequently  applied,  and  afterwards 

were  prescribed  which   palliated  the  blisters,  but  wilh  little  benefit.    Ab- 

disease,  and  made  the   way  easy   to  scesses   formed,  and  discharged   pus, 

the  grave.  leaving   sinuses  behind,   which  were 

Posi-morlem, — Th*ere  was  an  oval  connected  with  the  joint,  and  a  probe 
ulcer  in  the  neck  three-fourths  of  an  could  be  passed  into  it.  .More  sinuses 
inch  in  depth,  immediately  above  the  formed,  all  of  which  ran  into  the  cavity 
clavicle,  and  also  another  of  the  same  of  the  joint.  Poultices,  &c.  were  ap- 
descripiion.  The  ulcer  between  the  plied.  The  mun  got  worse,  but  he  de- 
first  and  second  rib  on  the  left  side  dined  losing  his  leg.  He  was  sup- 
was  connected  with  a  phthisical  cavity  ported  by  nourishment,  but  no  reme- 
in  the  upper  portion  or  apex  of  the  dies  were  of  the  least  use ;  his  health 
left  lime.  Both  lungs  were  extensively  began  to  suffer.  It  was  represented  to 
diseased.  The  dissection  was  made  by  him  that  if  he  did  not  consent  to  am- 
Dr.  Boyd,  who  has  been  so  kind  as  to  putation  he  would  die  ;  he  still  de- 
favour  me  with  an  account  of  it,  and  chned  the  operation.  He  got  worse 
he  informs  me  that  both  of  the  ulcers,  and  worse,  being  hectic,  and  becoming 
that  above  the  clavicle  and  that  between  extremely  emaciated ;  he  now  himself 
the  first  and  second  rib,  communicated  began  to  see  his  condition,  and  of  his 
with  the  cesophagus.  own  accord  requested  that  the  limb 

This  case  is  extremely  interesting,  might  be  taken  otL    For  three  or  four 

and  more  particularly  at  the  present  days    before   (he  operation  was  per- 

Ume,    since    Dr.   Hastings   and    Mr.  formed,  he  was  supported  by  nutritious 

Stocks    perforated   an    excavation  of  diet— wine,  porter,  eggs,  &c.,  but  it 

the  left  lung.     It  would  appear  that  was  feared  mcifHent  phthisis   might 

nature  herself  pointed  out  the  mode  exist. 

of  relief  in  some  cases.     This  man  The  operation  was  performed  in  the 

lived  for  several  months  with  a  cavity  presence  of  Dr.  Harrison,  Dr.  Boyd, 

in  the  left  lung,  connecting  it  by  an  and  other  medical  officers  of  the  staff, 

opening  in    the    left   side    with    the  Mr.Avery,surfi;eonoftheCharing-Cross 

external  atmosphere.      He  died  from  Hospital,  Mr.  Markham,  &c.    The  cir- 

extensive  disease  of  both  lun^,  nor  did  cular  incision  was  preferred,  as  being 

it  appear  that  the  communication  of  the  safest  in  this  case.    The  limb  was 

the  cavity  with  the  air  at  all  accelerated  removed  in  about  three  minutes.    The 

his  death ;  for  although  he  did  not  like  man  was  taken  to  bed,  and  an  opiate 

the  wound  to  be  exposed  for  any  length  administered.      The    stump  went    on 

of  time,  yet  he  never  had  any  objection  well.     No  fever  of  any  consequence 

to  gratify  the  cariosity  of  those  who  supervened.    On  the  third  day  shght 

wished  to  see  it.  ervsiuelas  appeared  on  the  stump,  but 

Besides  the  case  I  have  just  related,  which  disappeared  in  two  or  three  days. 

I  have  seen  two  others  where  external  He  was  ordered  a  generous  diet— wine 

openings    were    connected   with    the  four  ounces,  beef-tea,  strong  gravy,  one 

cavity  of  the  pleura.   One  occurred  not  chop,  and  three  eggs  daily.    His  pulse, 

a  year  ago,  and  was  owing  to  caries  of  which  had  been  reduced  to  the  lowest 

the  second  rib  on  the  right  side.     In  ebb  before,  now  increased  in  strength, 

this  the  cavity  of  the  pleura  was  full  of  but  still  was  very  feeble.    He  took  the 

« water,  and  it   could  be  sponged  out  Mist.  Cinchon.  Arom.  every  six  hours, 

through  the  external   opening.    The  and  an  anodyne  at  night.    The  stump 

other  case  was  much  of  the  same  de-  began    to    suppurate,    and    discharge 

scription,  and  arose  from  disease  of  the  freely.    All  went  on  well  j  the  ligatures 

fourth  or  fifth  rib  on  the  right  side.  came  away  ;  at  present  the  wound  is 

ri        TT      r>         ^        ..         >       >«  nearly  healed ;  and  the  patient  is  much 

Case  U.-^Caieof  a  diseased  ankle-  improved  in  health. 

jomt.-^Amput4ttwn.  ()„  making  a  section  of  the  ankle- 

W.    Stabback,  aet.  40,  of  a   stro-  joint,  it  was  found  that  three  or  four 

mous  diathesis,  was  admitted  into  the  sinuses  ran  into  the  capsular  ligament. 

St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  wilh  a  dis-  The  synovial  membrane  covering  the 

eased  ankle.  cartilage  was  partly  absorbed,  and  on 

It  first  begin  with  pain  in  the  joint,  the  surfiice  of  the  cartilage  of  the  joint 
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iteelf  considerable  ulceration  exist. d,  the  correspondence  which  had  taken 

There    was   ulceration    in    the    bone  place. 

between  it  and  the  cartilage,  and*the  In  your  journal  for  November  8, 

cellular  structure  of  the  former  was  1844,  Dr.  Lee  has  published  a  reply, 

softer  than  natural.  containing    statements    controverting 

^  .  ^  what  I  had  then  said,  and  calculated 
Casb  UL— Disease  of  the  MeimHm,  to  throw  doubt  on  the  accuracy  of  my 
Thomas  Lovesey,  eet.  55,  was  ad-  remarks.  I  therefore  have  to  requeat 
mitted  into  the  Infirmary,  Nov.  19,  you,  as  a  simple  act  of  justice,  tb  ad- 
1844.  About  two  years  ago,  he  suffered  mit  the  followinc;  explanation  into  th^ 
great  pain  in  the  cnest,  having  a  cough  pages  of  your  valuable  journal, 
at  the  same  time,  and  also  expectora-  Thechief  ground  of  complaint  which 
tion.  He  first  felt  pain  in  the  sternum  Dr.  Lee  seems  to  ur?e,  ana  to  continue 
about  eighteen  months  a^o.  Swellings  to  repeat,  is,  that  I  have  either  sup- 
appeared,  which  became  inflamed,  and  pressed  one  letter  from  him,  or  not 
broke  and  discharged  matter.  More  published  correct  copies  of  those  let- 
abscesses  formed,  from  some  of  which  ters  which  he  sent  to  Dr.  Bowman  and 
there  was  a  considerable  discharge  of  myself.  All  the  letters  that  were  re- 
blood.  At  this  time  there  are  about  ceived  either  bv  Dr.  Bowman  or  my- 
fourteen  cicatrices,  and  four  or  five  self  were  publisned  in  the  161st  num- 
wounds  open.  They  appear  to  be  con-  her  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal, 
nee  ted  with  the  bone  and  cartilage  of  with  two  exceptions ;  these,  however, 
the  sternum  itself,  as  these  struc-  I  now  subjoin,  and  also  the  accompa- 
tures  can  be  readily  feU  at  the  bottom  nying  document  from  Dr.  Craigie,  the 
of  the  sore  by  a  probe.  The  treatment  respected  Editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Me- 
has  been  at  first  poultices,  since  which,  dical  and  Surgical  Journal,  to  shew 
as  the  sores  were  evidently  of  a  stru-  how  far  the  letters  I  formerly  pub- 
mous  character,  a  lotion  of  iodine  has  lished,  and  the  copies  of  the  two  now 
been  constantly    applied   by  dipping  published,  accord  with  the  originals. 

lint  into  the  solution,  and  laying  it  „_,.  ^     ^  ^^ ,           ,„., 

^»».  *i«<>  ^^.»  Kdinburgh,  aad  January,  IMS. 

over  the  sore.  . ,                  .     j"^'        .  .     ,     -   ,, 

&  lodinii,  gr.  j. ;  Pot.  lod.  gr.  ij. ;  Aq.  ^  »  n^^e  examined  the  originals  of  aU 

Pluv.  3iv.    M.  ft.  Lotio.  tl»e  letters  which  were  addressed  by 

The    constitutional  .treatment    has  Dr.  Lee  to Dr  Bowman  and  Dr.  Pater- 

been  bark,  quinine,  and  other  tonics,  son.  on  the  subject  of  the  corpus  luteuoi 

combined  wfth  generous  diet.    Unde^  V'^T^!^^  ^^  ^V  ^^'*^'°*°'  ,P    ^''l 

this  treatment  all  the  sores  healed,  but  ^^'Jf  J^^'J^  ^?J!!'''T°!tTi/"r 

the    lungs,    though    quiet,    are    still  which  letters,  excepdng  two  to  be  af- 

diseased                6      4       i       ^  terwards  specified,  were  published  in 

Thnf  \h^Ta  ia  o  e«.r«•^a♦K«  T^«f»A«n  ^^^   l^lst  Or  Octobcr  numbcr  of  the 

That  there  is  a  sympathy  between  E^ijnburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 

internal  and  external  parte  there  can  fvi    "^^^/v,-  ^iw^ 

be  but  little  doubt,  and  this  case  parti-  ^^ ',  *"^  ^**^  following  I  find  to  be  the 

cularly  exemplifies  it.     It  would  seem  JSiil  i^»*^«.   ^^  «:«u*   :«  ».,»«v^. 

that  nature  herself  threw  out  her  own  ^J^'^J^l^  ^J^uXJa  Z?^Zl 

counter-irritation.  '«''*"  ""'f"  ""  8vo^sized  jxwt  note 

[To  be  continued.]  ^'^'  """^  ""*  *»"  ordinary-sized  poet 


paper. 

They  bear  the  following  dates : — 

STRUCTURE  OF  THE  CORPUS    .  1.  I3th  May,  to  Dr.  fewman ;  the, 

LUTEUM.  same  as  No.  2,  published  in  page  468, 
No.  161,  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sur- 

Ta  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gaiette,  S^^^^  £??^"^-    ,  ^ . .          ^     ^ 

c,^  2.  22d  May,  1844.  to  Dr.  Bowman  ; 

^'"'  No.  3,  of  page  468,  No.  161,  Edinburgh 

A  PAPER  was  published  by  me,  on  early  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

corpora  lutea,  in  the  September  num-  3.  26th  June,  1844,  to  Dr.  Bowman; 

ber  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sur-  No.  4,  of  page  469,  No.  161.* 

gical  Journal.     In  it  I  noticed  a  case  4.  30th  July,  1844,  to  Dr.  Paterson; 

which  had  given  rise  to  some  discus-  No.  6,  of  page  470,  No.  161. 

sion  between  Dr.  Robert  Lee,  of  Lon-  5.  5th  August,  1844,  to  Dr.  Paterson ; 

don,  and  myself;  and  I  there  published  No.  8,  of  page  471,  No.'  161. 
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6.  6th  Anrat,  1844,  to  Dr.  Bowman;  nation.  It  appears  from  a  letter  re« 
not  publish^  in  the  Medical  and  Sur-  ceived  this  morning  from  Dr.  Paterson, 
gicaf  Joamal.  that  it  is  the  corpus  luteum  which  he 

7.  12th  August,  1844,  to  Dr.  Pater-  had  figured  and  described,  and  from 
son ;  No.  11,  at  page  471 1  ^o«  161-  which,  and  the  history  of  the  patient, 

8.  The  letter  on  ordinary-sized  post  I  had  expressed  my  conviction  that  it 
paper,  dated  30th  July,  1844,  addressed  was  a  false  corpus  luteum — in  fact, 
to  Dr.  Bowman ;  not  published  in  the  nothing  but  a  clot  of  blood.  On  first 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  examining  the  preparation  you  sent 

All  these  letters  are  distinctly  in  the  me,  I  formed  the  same  opinion,  and 
hand- writing  of  Dr.  Lee.  All  of  them  expressed  it  in  the  most  decisive  man- 
published  correspond  verbatim  with  ner  to  Mr.  Jones :  placing,  however, 
the  copies  published  in  the  161st  num-  much  more  dependence  on  his  judg- 
ber  01  the  Journal,  except  the  two  ment  than  my  own,  1  was  induced  to 
following  circumstances  in  the  letter  of  alter  my  opinion,  and  coincide  with 
the  26th  of  June,  1844.  In  the  original,  him.  If  I  receive  copies  of  mv  letters 
instead  of  '*  important  business,''  the  to  you,  I  shall  publish  the  whole  state- 
expression  is  "unexpected  business.^'  ment  in  the  Medical  Gazette  next  week. 
But  the  word  "  unex^cted"  is  written  I  remain, 
80  indistinctly,  that  it  might  be  read  My  dear  Sir, 
hastily  "  important."  Very  sincerely  yours. 

In  the  same  letter,  at  the  end,  the  ex-  (Signed)    Robt.  Lee. 

pression  is  very  truly  yours,  instead  of  I>r.  BowmoH. 

yours  very  truly.  4,  SavUie  Row, 

There  is  no  letter  of  date  between  the  ,,              «          6th  August,  i844. 

13th  of  May,  1844^  and  the  22d  of  May,  ^  ,  ^^  ^l^^  ^i'^*       ,        ,    .  - 

jQII           ^»       -»                              ^f  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  mform 

A  "letter  marked  No.  9,  from  Dr.  ^^  ^y  ^"5^"^  °/  P°«',  whether  or  not 

Paterson,  and  pubUshed  in  the  rtlst  7^**  '^^^^^^^  *  \^"«^  ^I^,^  "^  ^^«P^c^- 

number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  i"S  ^*^?  preparation  of  the  corpus  lu- 

Surgical  Journal,  p.  471,  with  the  date  *«""?»  ^^^^e^"  ^^^  ^^th  and  the  22d 

9th  of  August,  1844,  has  been  made  the  ^^^^7-   _          .              .         , 

subject  of  complaint  by  Dr.  Lee,  who  ^  ^^^^^>  ^ff^  sincerely, 

atates,  that  he    never  received    that  ^  „          (Signed)    Robt.  Lee. 

letter,  but  received  one  of  the  10th  of  ^'  f<>«"'»^- 

Auffust,  diffisring  certainly  in  several  .  Certified  to  correspond  with  the  ori- 

moSes  of  expression*.  Both  letters  have  ginals. 

been  since  published  in  the  Medical  1^-  Craigie. 

Gazette,  November  1844,  No.  5,  vol.  ^  January,  ms. 

XXXV.  p.  158.    The  facts  and  statements  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  add  a  few 

in  both  letters  appear  to  me  to  be  sub-  words  regarding  the  letter  of  the  13th 

atantially  the  same.    At  all  events  any  May,  about  which  Dr.  Lee  has  said  so 

reader  may  compare  them  and  form  his  much.    Dr.  Lee  states  that  no  copy  of 

own  judgment                   ,    .>  ^  ,  ,  i'  ^^  ^^^  Wm.    Its  date,  however. 

Of  the  two  letters,  dated  30th  July  was  forwarded  to  him,  and  the  general 

and  6th  August,  not  hitherto  published,  tenor  of  its  contenU,  as  well  as  the  fact 

the  following  are  exact  copiw.  that  it  contained  no  opinion  on  the 

David  CBAfaiB.  preparation.    Dr.  Lee,  possessed  of  this 

London.  4.  SaviOe  Row  information,  still  writes  for  a  letter  be- 

aoth  July,  1844.  tween  the  13th  and  22d  May,  a  letter 

Mr  Dear  Sir,  which  had  no  existence.     He  now. 

Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  send  however,  says  that  it  was  the  letter  of 

me  at  your  earliest  convenience  the  two  the  13th  May  that  he  all  along  wanted. 

letters  which  1  wrote  to  you  stating  the  To  my  mind  it  appears  that  had  Dr. 

grounds  from  which  I  was  led  to  con-  Lee  wanted  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  the 

elude  that  it  was  a  true  corpus  luteum  13th  May  (with  the  date  and  tenor  of 

which  was  forwarded  to  me  for  exami-  which  he  had  already  been  furnished), 

he  would  have  written  for  it,  but  in- 


♦The  letter  here  referral  to  wu  publiahed     stead  he  asks  for  one  between  the  13th 
ironi  •  tcroll  coi 
and  without 
were  made  in  1 

898.— XXXV.  2  R 


"ttS'5fc;;?£J.'5:Snr«S«Sni;Sl!    -"^  ^  May,  and  yet  now  says  that  it 
itheietter,Mtenttoiir.Lee.-R.P.    was  the  letter  of  the  13th  that  he  re- 


642        DR.  PATEKSON  ON  EARLY  CORPORA  LUTBA. 

ferred  t6.    Such  conduct  appears  tome  them  on  this  poiat.    It  is  of  no  avail 

inexplicablci  and  I  leRre  the  reader  to  to  argoe  that  he  stated  his  change  of 

draw  his  own  inferences  regarding  it.  opinion  in  1833^  in  a  reiview  of  Vel- 

I  may  state  once  for  all,  in  reply  to  beau's  Embryology,  in  the  Mudical 
varions  charges  which  Dr.  Lee  makes  Gazette  ;  for  the  editor  stated,  in  hit 
in  the  communication  referred  to,  that  number  for  June  2lBt»  1884,  "  that  Dr. 
Dr.  Bowman,  who  sent  the  preparation  Robert  Lee  is  still  pursuing  his  in- 
to him,  knew  nothing  whatever  of  its  quiries  on  the  subject,"  and  adds,  "  we 
history,  until  after  Dr.  Lee's  opinion  nave  not  learned  that  there  has  been 
on  it  was  delivered,  and  that  the  pre-  any  change  of  opinion."  Mr.  Noble, 
paration  itself  was  taken  out  of  a  pre^  too,  repeats  with  apparent  anthority 
paration  jar,  where  it  had  been  pre-  the  same  statement, 
served  in  spirits,  wrapped  up  in  ciean  2dly,  I  knew  that  Dr.  Lee',  in  a  cor- 
linen  ra{^  stee^d  in  spirits,  and  put  respondence  published  bv  him  in  the 
into  a  tm  cannister  to  enable  it  to  be  Lancet  of  2uth  April  last,  allowed 
sent  through  the  post.  In  this  way  it  to  be  appropriated  to  himself  as  his 
must  have  reached  Dr.  Lee,  for  it  was  own  the  theory  of  menstruation  of  Dr. 
never  even  opened  at  Monkwearmouth.  John  Power,  and  at  the  same  time  thus 

Before   concluding  these  short  re-  claimed  the  illustration  of  that  theory 

marks,  however,  I  feel  that  I  owe  a  which  had  been  privately  made  to  him 

statement,  by  wav  of  apology,  to  my  by  Dr.  Girdwood,  of  London, 

professional   brethren  ror  the  means  And  3dly,  That  in  a  letter  sigped 

which  I  adopted  to  procure  the  delivery  Scrutator   (and  which,  with   various  . 

of  a  candid  opinion  on  the  preparation  other  anonymous  attacks  in  the  Me- 

in  dispute,  from  Dr.  Lee.    For  the  fol-  dical  Gazette,  most  men  attribute  to 

lowing  reasons    I    considered  myself  Dr.  Lee),  statements  are  made  iHiioh 

justified  in  having  recourse  to  a  plan  Professor  Reid,  of  St.  Andrews,  has 

with  Dr.  Lee  that  I  never  would  have  characterised  in  the  same  journal  as 

had  recourse  to  with  any  other  mem-  beifig  '*  a  glaring  attempt  to  pervert  the 

her  of  the  profession;  for.  Ist,  I  knew  truth." 

that  in  1832  Dr.  Lee  ijublished  in  the  I  confess  I  have  all  along  regarded 

Philosophical  Transactions  an  account  the  point  in  dispute  between  Dr.  Lee 

of  an  examination  of  six  gravid  uteri  and  myself  as  of  considerable  impor- 

and  manv  placentce,  from  which  he  tance;  and  the  means  which  I  used 

came  to  the  conclusion, "  that  a  cellular  to  gain  his  candid  opinion  were  adopted 

tissue  does  not  exist  in  the  placenta,  from  my  not  seeing  any  other  way  in 

and  that  there  is  no  communication  which  this  object  could  be  obtained, 

between  this  organ  and  the  uterus  by  Dr.  Lee  has  thus  first  violated  his 

means  of  great  arteries  and  veins:"  written  promise  by  not  pub&hing  a 

thus  attempting  to  set  aside  the  well-  confession  of  his  error  in  the  pages  of 

known  opinion  of  the  Hunters.    From  the  Medical  Gazette;  and  sevoudiy. 

Dr.  Lee's  own  confession,  it  appears  that  he  has  publicly  recanted  an  opinion 

he  found  out  his  error  twelve  months  given  pnvately,  and  under  the  most 

afterwarda,  yet  it  was  not  till  1843^  or  unbiassed  circumstances, 

nearly  ten  years  after  he  was  convinced  Having   offered   these   remarks,    I 

of  his  error^  that  he  made  such  known  leave  it  to  the  profession  to  determine 

to  the  profession ;    during  this  long  how  far  the  langua^  used  by  Dr.  Lee 

interval   he   allowed  anatomists  and  in.  his  last  letters  m  the  Gazette  is 

obstetricians  to  dispute  about  the  truth  justifiable.      I  shall  take  no  further 

of  his  supposed  discovery,  while  all  the  notice  of  any  communication  from  Dr. 

time  he  was.  already  convinced  in 'his  Lee,  whether  he  chooses  to  attach  to  it 

own  mind  that  the  views  he  had  pub-  his  own  name  or  any  anonymous  'title, 

lished  were  erroneous.  I  am,  sir, 

So  late  even  as  1843,  we  find  Dr.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Churchill,  of  Dublin,  in  his  work  on  Bobbrt  Vatuuboh,  M.D. 

Midwifery,  using  the  following  sen-  Ldtb,  Jan.  M,  i8tf • 
tence:  "Lauth,.Velpeau,  Liller,  CostCi 

Bedford,  Bamabotham,  Millard.  Noble>  [Here  this  controversy  must  terrai- 

&c.  agree  with  Dr.  Bobert  I^ee."    I  nate.— En.  Gaz.] 

accuse  Dr.  Lee,  in  the  name  of  the  

wtoole  profession,  of  wilfully  misleading 
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BOMB  OBSBRVATIONS  iiishes  the  raw  material  from  which  the 

ONTHB  celebrated  Jaboo  cloths  are  manafao- 

MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY,  gLIM ATE,  tared.    These  fabrics  surpass  the  Bri- 

AND  DISEASES,  OF  THE  BIGHTS  ^^^  ^^^^^  S^  »n  strength  and  firm- 

rv»  n^n^tYVT  I  xTT^  i>T  4  OD  A  ^^^  ^^  textuTc,  but  arc  inferior  to  tlwm 

OF  BENIN  AND  BIAFRA,  •„  f^^^^^  ^f  execution.     The  Zeu 

Wkst  Coast  OF  Africa.  Mays  (maize)  is  grown   in  immense 

BtW.  F.  Damibli.,  quantities,  and  is  used  not  only  as  an 

Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  SureeonB  of  article  of  food,  but  also  of  commerce. 

EngUnd,  &c  X^e    Aliiuw    Aicalonicum,    Briasieu 

[Continaed  Arom  p.  S86.]  Olwaeea^  with  a  few  other  culinary 

—  vegetables,  were   originally  imported 

In  most  of  these  countries,  live  stock,  from  the  Cape  de  Verd  Isles  and  Eu- 

game,  &c.  may  be  purchased  at  compara-  rope,  and  have  now  become  naturalised, 

tively  trifling  prices,  while  the  greater  and  are  largely  cultivatedin  the  gardens 

number  of  tfie  edible  fruits  and  vegeta-  of  the  natives. 

bles  that  abound  in  the  West  Indies  and  The  Rio  Formosa  is  better  known 
tropical  America  can  be  procured  with-  nnder  its  common  appellation  of  Benin 
out  the  slightest  difficulty.  To  enu-  River.  It  commences  the  series  of 
merate  the  whole  would  occupy  too  navigable  streams  more  intimately  coa- 
much  space;  a  reference,  therefore,  to  nected  with  the  Niger,  and  was,  during 
the  most  conspicuous  productions  of  the  last  two  centuries,  a  famous  mart 
one  place  will  serve  as  a  guide  for  for  the  purchase  and  exportation  of 
others,  since  the  majority  are  more  or  slaves.  It  is  now  but  rarely  frequented 
less  distributed  throughout  the  other  for  such  purposes,  a  more  legitimate 
regions  of  central  Africa.  With  the  trade,  which  had  been  irregularly 
plants  common  to  the  Slave  Coast  may  carried  on  shortly  after  its  first  di»- 
fc  included  the  Zingiber  officinale  covery,  having  superseded  this  traffic 
(cintftr),  Sareocepkaius  escuUniut  in  the  human  species.  If  we  can  credit 
(African  peach),  Gottipium  herbaeeum  I>i  Barros,  it  was  either  this  or  the 
(cotton  plant),  Tamarindus  Indica  Bonny  River  which  was  explored  by  • 
(tamarinds),  Cucurbiia  Citmlbu  ^  Alfonso  de  Aveiro  in  1486,  in  conse- 
(water-melon),  C.  Melopepo  (squash),  quence  of  the  king  of  the  country  re- 
Annona  Muricata  (soursop),  Ktcintcf  ^^estin^  to  be  instructed  in  the  Chris- 
Africamu  (African  Falma  Christi),  tian  rehgion :  he  also  states  that  an 
Ckrysopkyllum  Cainiio  (star-apple),  embassy  was  sent  many  leagues  into 
Hounu  Mpicaia  (kous-kous),  Jatropha  the  interior  to  a  monarch  of  the  name 
Janipha  (sweet  cassava),  &c.  The  of  Ogane,  to  whom  the  kingdom  of 
GoMi/«iimar6or«ciw(cotton-shrub)fur-  Benin  was  at  that  period  tributary. 
In  Hacklnyt'a  Collection  of  Voyages 

*  The  C.  atnaiMM  \B  Wrtly  erteemed  by  the  **'*.'*;?»  *  ^«7  quaint  and  curious  de- 

inhabitaiiU  ot  Mreral  Afrfcan  coimtriee  for  its  SCnptlOD  Of  Benin  River,  from  which 

antiMptic,  refHcerut,  and  anUfebrile  (^ropertiei.  we  may  glean  much  useful  infonnation. 

It  may  be  found  in  nearly  all  the  cultivated  dis-  j*.  nnTv»ftr«  that  Punt  WvnilhAm  viaitj»il 

tricU  on  this  and  the  Gold  Coast.    By  the  Arabs  "  aPPCars  tnai  uapt.  W  y nanam  VlUteU 

it  is  named  BateekA  Hche,  and  by  the  Egyptian  it  SO  early  as  1553,  in  company  With  a  . 

Arabs  Borfeea.   It  is  finequentiy  alluded  to  tn  Portuguese  trader  named  Antonio  Anes 

coi\)anction  with  other  pUnts  belonnn^i^  to  the  tv^*^?*^    iw-  mr^ii »»»«•-   ^^...w.-    »^a 

CuewHtaeem,  in  the  witinics  of  the  ^bUn  Pinteado,  for  Mailagetta  pepper,  and 

pbysicians.  Rbaxes,  in  a  work  entitled  <*  Kitab  from  this  voyage    may  therefore   be 

^j|f.'^*^i.^i.H„r«^^"?!;;S  ^^  *«  commencement  ^  the  Eng- 

mens  an^ioi  et  muctlago  semuram  psyUii  et  Hsn    commerce.       In    lOoo,    a    Lapt. 

bU  simili«,»»  &c.  were  remedies  advantaceoaa^  Walshe  was  trading  here,  and  again  in 

administered  in  the  dilTerent  statues  of  both  irqa.    ;»i  \x^tV%  *Vl^„^  »^.».m<.  vi^  \^ 

•malLpox  and  measles.    Avicennafin  his  well-  *^^5    ^^  ^0*^  these  voyages  be  lost 

known  *'  Canoonju  iibb"  (Canons  of  Medicine),  the  greater  number  of  his  men,  but 

?*.Sli'*^'2L*i?'JP*^*7A*^^''!;n^*i'*°£^^^  ^uUy  freighted  his  ship  with   Jaboo 

names  of  Batieck,  Batkeea,  Ckarka,  &c.  and  ^i   a..      -P  j  .*^  .  ^"^^ 

leoommends  meparationa  of  them  in  varions  '  ClOtns,  Oil,  pepper,  and  ivory.     At  pre- 

maladies.    In Sfrypt,  and  other  parts  of  northern  sent  very  little  trade  is  carried  on  with 

Africa,  it  is  resorted  to  by  the  common  people  as  fU^  nativ^c  thvwA  nr  f/t»v  Dmfiali  v*a 

a  medicine  in  ardent  fevers.    "  For  this  purpose  ^"f  DWlves,  tdreo  or  tour  British  ves- 

they  have  a  variety  that  is  softer  and  more  joicy  sels   alone    monopolising   Its   exports, 

than  the  common  sort;  when  this  U  very  riM,  which  consiat  chiefly  of  palm-oil  and 

or  almost  putnd,  they  collect  the  Juice,  and  mix  :--*-« 

with  it  rose-water  and  a  Uttle  sugar."— Loud.  *^Ynf  *  «.    «  .      - 

Cyclop.  otAgric,  p.  809*  The  term  Bio  Formosa  is  of  Porti>- 
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guese  origin,  and  signifies  in  that  Ian-  the  natives.  At  the  aperture  of  the 
guage,  a  beautiful  river.  It  has,  how-  above  creek  two  Engl isn  factories  are 
ever,  been  employed  more  to  charac-  erected,  in  each  of  which  a  few  white 
terise  the  bold  and  open  expanse  of  artificers  and  Kroomen  reside,  under 
w^r,  than  any  picturesque  scenery,  the  superintendence  of  a  head  factor, 
unless  die  wild  and  desolate  forests  These  edifices  are  commodiously  built 
that  fringe  its  banks  be  dignified  by  its  of  wood,  somewhat  after  the  Spanish 
assumption.  At  its  junction  with  the  style,  and  contain  a  number  of  apart- 
ocean  this  river  is  one  mile  and  three  ments  on  a  middle  story,  elevated  above 
quarters  in  breadth,  but  as  it  recedes  the  adjoining  swamps.  They  are  five 
towards  the  interior,  proportionably  di-  miles  distant  from  the  bar. 
minishes  in  size,  and  at  Youngtown,  a  Jac^ua,  or  Waccos,  is  the  largest 
village  distant  from  fifteen  tc  « urenty  town  in  the  kingdom  of  Warr^e.  It  is 
miles  from  its  mouth,  divides  into  three  erected  on  the  n^ht  bank  of  a  narrow 
terminal  branches,  the  first  leading  to  tortuous  stream,  in  a  low  and  impene- 
Gatto,  a  small  trading  port  in  the  trable  morass,  two  miles  from  the  river. 
kingdom  of  Benin,  the  second,  a  con-  The  population  amounts  to  near  four 
tinuation  of  the  main  trunk  penetrating  thousand.  The  diseases  to  which  the 
beyond  the  Subo  country,  and  taking  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  river  are 
its  source  in  the  mountainous  districts  subject  originate  more  from  the  humid 
northwest  of  the  Quorra,  and  the  third,  and  confined  atmosphere  of  the  locality 
or  last,  termed  the  Warr^e  or  Young-  in  which  they  live,  than  from  any  other 
town  creek,  that  joins  the  Quorra,  a  few  cause :  their  type  is  usually  asthenic^ 
miles  below  the  town  of  Eboe.  but  it  is  greatly  modified  by  change  of 
Northwest  head,  an  extreme  projec-  seasons,  and  the  prevalence  of  rains, 
tion  of  the  land  at  the  entrance  of  the  Syphilis  is  perhaps  the  most  frequent 
river,  is  situated  in  5^  46'  N.  Lat.  and  and  fatal  of^  those  maladies  to  which 
5^  4'  E.  Lon^.  Like  Cape  St.  Mary  in  the  male  inhabitants  are  liable,  and 
the  Gambia,  it  may  be  stated  to  be  the  predominates  more  among  them  than 
most  healthy  spot  in  the  river,  being  among  the  females.  Many  are  cut  off 
fully  exposed  to  the  daily  sea  breeze,  very  early  in  life  from  want  of  the  ne- 
and  less  affected  by  those  pestiferous  cessary  remedial  applications,  and  it  is 
south-east  winds  so  detrimental  to  all  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  cases 
Europeans  who  visit  here.  From  this  which  have  continued  during  nearly 
point,  a  bar  of  heavy  mud  and  sand  ez-  two-thirds  of  the  patient's  exbtence. 
tends  to  Salt-town,  on  the  opposite  side.  The  worst  forms  of  syphilitic  disease 
partially  obstructing  its  entrance,  and  which  have  come  under  my  notice,  have 
on  which,  in  the  rainy  season,  a  tre-  been  the  foul  and  malignant  phage* 
mendous  sea  breaks  with  a  resonance  denic  ulcers,  that  indiscriminately  at- 
distinctly  audible  for  several  miles  in-  tack  both  sexes.  Gonorrhoea  virulenta, 
land.  A  small  village  liamed  Georges-  nodes,  cutaneous  eruptions,  and,  indeed, 
town  is  located  on  this  promontory,  all  the  sequels  of  syphilis  in  multifont 
in  close  proximity  to  which  may  be  varieties,  are  extremely  prevalent,  and 
distinguished  many  graceful  trees,  in-  not  unfrequently  resist  the  most  ener- 
termingled  with  the  sombre  foliage  of  getic  and  judicious  treatment  of  the 
the  mangrove  bushes ;  the  most  pro-  European  surgeon.  In  the  native  cure 
minent  are  the  Elait  Guineensis  (palm  of  such  affections,  superstition  exercises 
oil  tree),  Cocos  nncifera  (cocoa  nut),  her  delusive  sway ;  charms,  amulets, 
JHusa  tapientum  (plaintain),  Sapus  with  other  fetish  remedies,  are  em- 
vinifera  (wine  palm),  Psidium  pyrife*  ployed  ad  libitum  by  designing  priests, 
rum  (guava),  &c.  A  narrow  sandv  whose  useless  mummeries  are  calcu- 
beach,  with  a  substratum  of  hard  black  lated  to  afford  but  a  transitory  hope  of 
clay,  stretches  from  this  place  to  Fish-  any  other  than  a  fatal  termination, 
town,  about  a  mile  up  the  river.  The  The  dracunculus,  or  Guinea  worm,  is 
shore  from  this  place  to  Jacqua  creek  but  rarely  seen  in  this  part  of  Africa, 
is  composed  principally  of  alluvial  de-  being  restricted  more  to  the  natives  of 
posits,  covered  by  dwarf  mangroves,  the  interior,  and  the  Gold  and  Wind- 
that  project  so  far  into  the  stream  as  to  ward  coasts.  Two  cases  only  came 
conceal  its  banks ;  and  this  is  the  com-  under  my  care  in  Jacqua-town,  in  one 
mon  appearance  throughout  the  river,  ofwhich  I  hadan  opportunity  of  witness* 
except  in  those  localities  inhabited  by  ing  a  country  operation  for  the  extir- 
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pation  of  these  vennicular  parasites,  (common  manf^rove),  effectually  con- 

A  small  semilunar  incision  was  first  ceals  most  objects  that  exist  in  their 

made  in  the  skin  of  the  forearm,  to  ex-  immediate  vicinity.     They  constitute 

pose  the  extremity  of  the  worm,  and  two-thirdsof  the  vast  forests  that  clothe 

moderate  pressure  used  to  faciHtate  its  the  maritime  lowlands  of  equatorial 

protrusion;    it  was  then  seized,   and  Africa. 

cautiously  drawn  forth  to  the  extent  of  The  same  low  and  unhealthy  tract  of 

one  or  two  inches.    Two  ligatures,  con-  country,  with  two  or  three  intersecting 

structed  ^m  the  exsiccated  fibres  of  creeks,'    extends    for    some    distance 

some  gramineous  plant,  were  next  ap-  beyond  Reggio^an  insignificant  village 

plied  to  that   portion  of   the    worm  attached  to  the  kingdom  of  Benin.    It 

nearest  the  orifice  in  the  skin,    the  is  situated  on  a  central  point  of  land  at 

other  part  being  nipped  off;  the  extre-  the  confluence  of  the  Gatto  creek  with 

mities  of  both  of  these  liefatures  were  of  the  river.    The  intrepid  traveller,  Bel- 

sufilicienc  length  to  encircle  the  limb,  zoni,  to  whom  we  are  so  much  indebted 

round  which  they  were  fastened.     A  for  the  interestirtg  researches  into  the 

young  plaintain  leaf,  smeared  over  with  antiquities    of  Egypt    and    northern 

palm  oil,  was  then  placed  over 'the  Africa,  expired    at    Agatto    from    an 

wound,  and  firiction  carefully  employed  attack  of  dysentery,  after  an  abortive 

with  the  same  oleaginous  fluid  on  the  attempt  to  penetrate  into  the  Haussa 

skin,  along  the  course  of  the  worm,  country.    His  solitary  grave  on  the 

This  process  was  daily  performed,  and  a  outskirts  of  the  town  may  still  be  seen  ; 

small  portion  of  the  worm  regularly  ex-  an  elevated  mound  of  earth,  overrun 

posed,  until  the  whole  was  gradually  with  weeds,  with  the  fragment  of  a 

withdrawn ;   a  perlect  cure  being  the  decayed  wooden  cross,  are  the  only 

result.  traces    that   now   indicate   the   spot. 

.  On  the  environs  of  Jacqua  are  several  Above  Reggio  the  continuation  of  Benin 

enclosures  for  the  cultivation  of  the  river  bends  east-north-east,  and  about 

Diotcorea  bulbifera  (yam),  Hibiscut  es-  forty  miles  from  the  sea  bifurcates  into 

euientus  (ochro),  &c.    The  Citrus  Urn,  two  branches,  both  of  which  were  first 

(lime),  Jatropha  manihof  (bitter  cas-  explored  by  the  enterprising  Mr. Becroft 

sava),  CapftcacjR  annuum  (common  pep-  in  1840,  who  has  satisfactorily  proved 

per),  Mu$a  paruditiaca  (banana),  &c«  that  they  had  no  communication  with 

and  several  huge  trees  belonging  to  the  the  river  Quorra,  as  had  been  previously 

JUalvacea,  occasionally  intersprinkled  supposed. 

with  the  Pandanut  candelabrum  (chan-  The  Subo  country  consists  of  an  ex- 
delier  tree),  may  be  observed  amid  the  tensive  series  of  fertile  plains,  thirty 
mass  of  human  habitations  that  line  miles  above  Reggio,  beautifully  orna- 
both  sides  of  one  long  avenue  or  street,  mented  with  park-like  clumps  of  trees, 
which  in  the  rainy  season  is  partly  in-  and  verdure  of  the  freshest  tint.  The 
undated  with  water.  Throughout  these  plantations  of  the  natives  for  the  pro- 
swampy  regions  an  apparently  cease-  duction  of  yams,  plaintains,  cassava, 
less  growth  of  the  Rhizttphera  mangle  &c.  occupy  the  inferior  districts,  and 

—r-z r: — ; — : : enjoy  a  high  reputation  for  salubrity, 

i^i^'^St^'^'nr^J^dT^^^  i««"»«<=h  ^  mort  invalids  re«,rt  there 

board  the  merchant  vcflsels  for  the  feeding^  of  live  in  all  protracted  cases  of  sicknesS,  and 

?h^*nJ''Lwl^''"A^-'^J!**-**J"TPi™K^^^^  generally  with  most  favourable  results, 

the  word  Farina,  oni^iuaUy  introduced  by  the  ^           ^/            ..        -  .1             .          -  .. 

early  Portuguene  traders,  uid  derived  fh)ni  the  From  the  punty  of  the    water  of  the 

Bruilian  term  Fanmha  depao,  or  meal  of  wood,  river  as  it  floWS  through  these  regions, 

iSgSSbirSSd'JJ^nSruTJ^'eSn?'.,^  Jt  ha»been  selected  to  provide  for  the 

•laves,  aud  is  now  occasionally  consumed  by  Wants  of  the  home  ward- bound  vessels, 

J^«™-  -Jj^®P«*°»?'V^*i?y«ap«rtakinjrofit  which  are  often  in  the  greatest  dif- 

in  any  form,  since  It » apt  to  create,  even  when  n     \m.-      #            j  i*  •           •    ^u* 

taken  in  sn^i  quantitiiS,  colic,  dlirrhasa,  and  Acuities  from  a  deficiency  mthis  neces- 

other  distressinff  symptoms,  and  finally  brings  sary  article, 
on  dysentery.    Fbrmerly,  when  any  difficulty  ex- 
isted in  obtaining  provisions  for  the  slave  ships,  [To  ^  ^^^^  .naed. 
fkrina,  from  its  aoundance,  was  employed  as  a 

snbstitnta  for  the  support  of  their  human  cargoes.  .^.^^  ' 
From  its  being  very  hastily  and  imperfectly  made, 
the  consetiueuce  was,  that,  before  two>thirds  of 
the  voyage  had  been  completed,  nearly  one>half 
of  the  wretched  beinga  confineu  in  these  floating 
prisons  perished  from  dysentery,  and  other 
ciiteritic  affections. 
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ON  THE  USE  OP   SULPHATE   OP  jaundiced  «tdol«  of  the  colonr  of  prtioii- 

MANGANESE  TN  VARIOUS  ment,  but  there  is  no  jaundice  cHhcrm 

DISEASES.  If  the  medicine  be  discontinued,  die 

Br  R.  H.  GootDSK,  M.D.  yellow  colour  of  the  stools  returns. 

Fellow  of  the  Boyal  Ck)llege  of  Snneons.  Pbyri-  ^  ^^^^  ^^  whidl  was  admitted  into 

dMtDH.M.s.  Dreadiioiii^t,MidAMtetuit  the  Dreadnought  with  jaundioe,  and 

Fhyiidanto  St.  Thomas**  Hospital.  which  BubsequenUy  died  from  inflam* 

(Jbr  the  London  Medical  Qaxette.)  mation  of  the  spleen,  with  tubercnkr 

^^__  deposit  in  that  organ,  the  jaundice  very 

much  subsided  under  the  use  of  the  me* 

An  article  published  in  the  Medical  dicine.     The  liver  was  healthy,  but 

Gazettb,  Nov. 8th,  ofthe  past  year,  en-  paler  than  natural;   the  gall-bladder 

titled  "  Researches  on  Gout,"  by   a  quite  empty,  and  the  spleen  very  much 

gentleman  eminently  celebrated  for  his  enlarged,   softened,  and  loaded  with 

Knowledge  of  chemistrv,  and  his  appli-  huge  masses  of  tubercles, 

cation  of  that  knowledfi^e  to  pathology  I  have  subjoined  a  few  of  the  Cases 

and  therapeutics  (Mr.  Alexander  Ure),  illustrative  of  the  action  of  the  me&- 

called  my  attention  to  the  use  of  the  cine,  selecting  only  those  portions  of 

sulphate  of  manganese.    This  salt  has  them  which  have  mimediate  reference 

given  some  marked  results  affecting  the  to  the  use  of  the  sulphate  of  raangs- 

biliary  secretions  in  a  remarkable  de-  nese. 

gree.  Under  the  impression  that  it  George  Ashlee,  ttt.  34,  admitted  Ibr 
may  make  a  useful  addition  to  our  periosteal  pains,  with  large  nodes  on 
PharmacopoBia,  I  have  been  induced  to  the  shin  bones,  elbows,  and  frontal 
offer  you  the  results  of  my  experience  bone :  treated  with  Iodide  of  Potassa 
in  its  use,  claiming  no  further  merit  in  and  Opium.  He  had  taken  large  quan- 
its  introduction  than  an  honest  desire  titles  of  mercury  in  the  West  indies  for 
to  test  the  truth  of  Mr.  Ure's  sugges-  disease  of  the  liver, 
tion  by  such  experience  as  has  been  After  taking  his  medicine  for  fourteen 
afforded  me.  When  taken  upon  an  days,  he  lost  all  his  pains,  with  the  ex- 
empty  stomach,  m  doses  of  one  or  two  ception  of  the  right  shoulder,  which 
drachnas,  it  has  invariably  produced  was  so  severe  that  he  could  hardly 
vomitiM  m  1^  than  three  hours,  and  move  his  arm  j  there  was  much  tender* 
generally  within  an  hour ;  and  the  ness  at  the  acromion  process  j  he  was 
matter  vonuted  has  consisted  of  a  very  blistered,  and  had  an  issue,  which  did 
large  quantity  of  yellow  bile.  After  a  not  appear  in  anv  degree  to  lessen  this 
meal,  the  same  effect  has  taken  place,  pain. 

but  not  invariably.  January  6,  1844.— Under  the  idea 

It  very  rarely  acts  as  a  purgative  that  the  pain  was  connected  with  the 

alone,  and  after  it  has  been  exhibited  liver  he  was 

^?ViI^^!™l^^y''  ^  ^^.  ""^  ^"^  Ordcred^3ij.  of  Manganesi.  Sulphas  in 

obliged  to  have  recourse  to  other  pur-  q„.  ^^  ^^r  in  the  morning. 

gative  medicines,  m  consequence  of  the  ^i^  «««>;f^  «  «„„«♦;*,♦  *vf«.,,«  k;i« 

want  of  action  of  the  bowel.    After  the  ^  vomited  a  quantity  of  pure  bile 

fiwt  dose  it  aeldom  acta  n^  an  emetic  *"  ^^"'^  afterwards,  and  the  pain  in  the 

The  IppeltiTnv'^^^^^^^  «^o^^^«'  ^o-P^^^^l^  '-''  ^^' 

during  Its  exhibition,  and  when  the  A  lady  had  been  under  my  profes- 

first  emetic  effect  has  subsided  the  pa-  sional  care   at   various    times,   since 

tient  is  free  from  all  uneasy  sensations,  January  1841.     Her  sufierings  were  in 

and  expresses  himself  as  feeling  lighter  connection  with  derangements  of  the 

and  easier  than  before.  liver  and  bowels. 

It  sometimes  leaves  a  bitter  taste  in  When  not  taking  medicine,  thebow- 

the  mouth,  which  is  all  that  is  com-  els  were  confined,  and  the  evacuatioas 

plained  of  until  the  patient  vomits.  dark  coloured  and  scybalous.    She  was 

The  stools,  which  are  sometimes  dark  seized  at  various  intervals  with  excru- 

coloured,    soon    become    yellow   and  elating  pains,  like  the  paroxysms  of 

loaded  with  healthy  bile ;  but  if  its*  use  gall-stones.     No  i^l-stone  has  ever 

be  continued  for  four  or  five  days,  they  been  seen,  although  carefully  searched 

become  lighter,  and  at  length  shew  a  for.    She  has  been  severely  jaondioed 

total  absence  of  bile,  appearing  like  four  times,  and  this  has  always  hap- 
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pened  after  tailing  some  form  of  opium,  attack,  the  bowels  remained  consti* 

or  other  narcotic,  which  1  have  foand  it  pated,  and  several  doses  of  five  grainy 

necessary  to  avoid  unless  the  paroxysms  of  calomel,  followed  by  sulphate  of 

have  been   unusually  severe,  as  her  magnesia  and  senna,  and  the  Pulna 

recovery  was   always   protracted    by  water,  brought  away  a   quantity    of 

opiates  in  consequence  of  their  affect-  scybalee,  and  kept  the  bowels  freely 

inff  the  functions  of  the  liver.  open ;  but  the  stools  were  very  dark- 

These  paroxysms  are  oflen  preceded  coloured  and  loose,  and  she  began  to 
by  a  slight  yellowness  about  the  eyes  suffer  severely  from  the  prolapsus,  wUch 
nnd  face,  flatulence  and  loss  of  a]>petite,  induced  me  to  discontinue  the  use  of 
nausea,  headache,  a  sense  of  weight  or  purgatives  for  a  time,  and  she  was  very 
burninf^  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  feeble  and  depressed,  and  complained 
and  with  pain  or  numbness  in  the  of  burning  sensations  in  the  right  hypo- 
right  arm.  chondrium.      After    several    days    I 

Since  her  illness  she  has  become  ordered^ 

much  ImproSS  foffhe  L t^^^^  iS?       ^'  Vf^^f^!^  f^^^'  ''*.*^-  ^  ^^ 
and  for  the  same  period  has  suffered  to  be  tokea  m  the  noromg, 

much  fewer  attacks  of  spasm.    I  should  In  about  half  an  hour  afterwards  she 

mention,  that  she  has  occasionally  had  vomited  Oj.  of  pure  yellow  bile,  and 

severe  rheumatic  pains  in  the  muscles  during   the   day    had   three   copious 

of  the  chest  and  abdomen,  attended  niotions,  the  last  two  of  which  were 

with  considerable  lithate  of  ammonia  quite  yellow.   J  saw  her  in  the  evening, 

deposit  in  the  urine.    The  lithic  acid  when  she  said  that  all  her  uneasiness 

diathesis  is  constitutional.    The  treat-  had  left  her,  she  felt  in  0ood  spirits, 

ment  which  has  been  adopted  has  been  and  had  a  good  appetite.    The  manga- 

to  keep  the  bowels  open,  changing  the  nese  was  repeated  in  smalkr  4oses  of 

aperient   from    time    to    time — Infus.  3^s.  twice  a  week  for  a  few  weeks ;  no 

Sennee,  with  Magnes.  Sulph.  $   Pulna  sickness  followed.    She  left  town  for 

water;  small  repeated  doses  of  sulphate  the  seaside,  and  has  had  no  return  of 

of  soda  or  magnesia,  compound  decoc-  her  bilious  attacks  since,  and  is  con- 

tion  of  aloes,  or  pills  of  the  waterv  ex-  sidered  by  herself  and  friends  to  be  in 

tract  of  aloes  (Copeland's  Aloetic  Pill),  good  health. 

and  occasional  doses  of  calomel  and  blue  We  must  not  here  attribute  too  much 
pill,  which  were  sometimes  repeated  for  to  the  effects  of  the  sulphate  of  man- 
several  times,  until  the  bilious  colour  in  ganese,  as  the  patient  nad  been  im- 
the  stools  was  produced.  The  nitro-  proving  in  healtn  for  some  time  pre- 
muriatic  acid,  Doth  as  a  wash,  and  viously;  but  the  immediate  effects  of 
given  in  mixture,  with  various  bitter  the  druff  were  clearly  marked,  in  pro- 
tonics  ;  but  the  only  bitter  that  did  not  ducing  the  copious  flow  of  bile,  which 
derange  the  stomach  was  salicine.  calomel  had  failed  to  do,  and  it  is  to  be 
The  vmum  colchici  was  used  at  various  observed  that  no  mercurial  had  been 
times  w^ith  marked  benefit,  given  in  the  eiven  for  three  days  previous  to  the 
solution  of  bicarb,  of  magnesia.  She  aose  of  manganese, 
uas  generally  very  tolerant  of  this  me-  Edward  Day,  st  24,  admitted  No- 
dicine,  but  on  one  occasion  it  produced  vember  16th,  with  icterus  of  two  weeks' 
some  inflammatory  state  of  the  bowel,  standing. 

that  made  me  very  unwilling  to  recur  to  Nov.  20th. — ^Not  much  general  in- 

its  use,  for  the  smallest  quantity  of  disposition;  improved  since  admission, 

laddannm  always  produced  obstruction  Some  tenderness  under  the  ribs  on  the 

in  the  liver.  right  side.    Nausea  and  vomiting  were 

In  November  she  had  a  verv  severe  present  a  few  days  ago,  but  have  now 

Tetum  of  the  paroxvsm,  whicn  lasted  ceased,  and  there  is  a  return  of  appe- 

for  .eight  hours,  and  the  following  d/iv  a  tite.     Bowels  moving   once   a   aay; 

recurrence,  which   continued  twelve  stools  hard  and  white.    Took  the  first 

hours.    No  opiate  was  given,  but  car-  dose  of  Mangan.  Sulph.  this  evening, 

•bonate  of  sooa  dissolved  in  a  large  Vomited  in  twenty  minutes  after ;  the 

Quantity  of  warm  water,  on  account  of  matter  was  ^enish  and  very  bitter, 

the  vomiting,  which  it  generally  allayed.  Nausea  continued  through  the  night 

and  warm  fomentations  to  the  stomach.  2l8t.--2d  dose  early  in  the  morning. 

After  the  subsidence  of  the  second  Nausea,  but  no  vomiting  or  action  on 
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the  bowels.    3d  dose  again  produced  headache  after;  no  action  of  the  bowels. 

only  nausea.  This  was  the  second  dose ;   the  first, 

22d. — 4th  dose  (increased   to    two  last  evening,  produced  no  effect.     In 

drachms)    induced    vomiting   in    ten  the  course  of  tne  day,  one  copious  dark 

minutes,  but  no  nausea  remained  after,  stool. 

Ko  stool  now  for  48  hours.  22d.— Has  taken  a  3d  and  4th  dose 

Haost  Ricini  without  any  nausea  or  action  on  the 

5th  dose :   bowels  mo'ved  twice  in  ^°^?^?-     ^PP^^"«    improved   by  the 

the  night;    character    of   stools   not  "^?"%u-              .,        r.      *u     ^.u 

ascertained  23d.— This  morning,  after  the  6th 

23d,  6th  "dose.- Was  sick,  and  vo-  dose,  one  copious  dark  s^^^^ 

mited  a  little;  remained  sick  till  the  ,.  24th.-Slept  well  last  nignt,  the  first 

middle  of  the  day.    The  manganese  time  for  three  weeks.    Appetite  much 

was  now  suspended.    The  pulse,  which  "np/oved;  pain  chiefly  confined  to  the 

before  had  Wn  little  more  than  60,  ^^i"^'  troublesome  when  at  rest, 

rose  to  117;   and  he  complained  of  26th.-Has  taken  eleven  doses  now. 

severe  pain   in    the    head!     Bowels  Was  purged  three  times  in  the  night ; 

confined.  stools  thin,  and  very  white,  bke  parch- 

24th.^7th  dose  in  the  evening.  °^e°'-    ^^^T  Httle  griping ,  no  nausea. 

25th.— 8th  dose ;    which  caused  no  Medicine  suspended. 

pain  or  vomiting,  but  very  great  nausea,  Robert   Drewett,  eet.  58,  admitted 

lasting  till  evening.    One  thin  yellow  October  8th.     At  the  time  when  he 

evacuation.  commenced  the  use  of  the  manganese. 

Suspend  the  xnedidne.  ^e  l^ad  been  suflering  seven  months 

26th.-Much  worse ;  very  dull  and  ^^"^  rheumatism.    At  that  time  there 

stupid;  severe  pain  in  the  head  ,  de-  was  pain  swelling,  and  thickeningabout 

lirium    no  vomfting ;  one  dark  stU.  ^^^  ."f  ^^  ^^^^^  *?^r^{l^^";.  "^/^  '"*" 

27th.-In  the  same  state.    Bowels  mobility  of  several  of  the  articulations, 

freely  evacuated ;  stools  of  a  soft  con-  ^^  ^  g^?^  ^^^  ^  heat  occasionally. 

sistence,  becoming  pale  again.    The  More  or  less  affettion  of  the  elbow  and 

skin  of  a  deeper  ylu^.      ^  '^^S^^^^o^fj^^  aTMI'^^'  .a       ,  ,• . 

The  cerebral  symptoms  continued,  Nov  29th.-Afterthe  1st  do6e(3j.). 

with  some  temporary  remission,  till  the  yfterday  evening,  he  had  four  ihm 

9th  of  December,  when  he  died.  ^^^^^l'  ^^"^  ^^^i^*""*  ^^  '^}'}''^  ^\^J^/'''^ 

There  was  no  trace  of  disease  in  the  M?«rtain.     Some   gnping.     2d   dose 

liver,  gall-bladder,  or  ducts.    The  chief  **^l«  morning.     One   thm   and    pale- 

lesion  was  tubercular  deposit  in  the  yellow  stool.    Griping  and  nausea ;  no 

substance  of  the  spleen,  which  was  vomilmff.                *v    >i*u  j       u    t  j 

large,  weighing  27  ois.,  and  softened:  ,,  I^^*^-  'st—After  the  4th  dose  he  had 

Robert  Xawrence,  «t.  45,  admitted  ^^Jf\  P^r'^^^i^'Ti  i  'V^-'\,.  ^''"'^?' 

Sept.  9th.  Pains  in  right  knee  and  foot,  which  continued  all  last  night.  Bowels 

rig'ht  shoulder  and  elbow ,  no  swelling.  ^^^^  all  to-day      Pains  the  same. 

HOT  heat.     At  present  (Nov.  20thl,  ?^-7?»?^*;^'    "*L^l'  .TII*'^'    ^"^ 

joints  feel  cold  to  himself.   Shifts  about  P^^"  ^'  ^^^  stomach,  but  slight  nausea, 

to  different  joints,  sometimes  in  one  ^l*  Ricini,  5vj. 

joint  only,  with  swelling;   sometimes  The  medicine  appeared  to  have  no 

in  half  a  dozen,  without  swelling.    Has  influence  on  the  artnritic  affection,  and 

been  in  this  state  twelve  months.    Ap-  was  therefore  discontinued, 

petite  very  poor;    no  nausea  or  pain  William  Western,  cet.  42,  from  An- 

aftcr   eating;    bowels   free  and  com-  tigua.    Admitted  Nov.  15th, with  pain, 

fortable.  heat,  and  swelling  in  the  left  wrist; 

Nov.  21st.~At  6  A.M.  took  Mangan.  pain  in  both  ankles, and  painful  swell- 

Sulph.  5j>  having  an  empty  stomach,  mg,  with  much  heat  and  tenderness 

and  having  taken  but  little  for  four  in  the  ball  of  the  fifth  toe  of  right  foot, 

days.    In  an  hour  felt  very  sick,  and  Has  been  cook  during  his  last  passage ; 

vomited  a  little    thin,  mucous  fluid,  and  before  that,  for  eiKht  or  nine  years, 

greenish-brown,  intenBcly  disagreeablo,  was  steward.  Feverish ;  furred  tongue ; 

bitter-sour,  salt— a  compound  of   bad  constipation  ;  vomiting  frequently  after 

tastes.    No  pain  in  the  stomach;  no  small   quantities  of  lood.     Catarrhal 

retching ;  nausea  soon  went  ofl*;  slight  affection  also. 
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On  the  20th,  the  constitntional  dis-  24th. — ^7th  dose ;  no  nausea ;  bowels 

turbance  having  abated  under  venesec-  not  free  for  48  hours :  8th  dose ;  appe- 

tion,  purgatives,  and  low  diet,  he  was  tite  good, 

ordered  Manganesii  Sulph.  3j.  bis  die,  pu,  Cathart.  gr.  x. 

ex  AquA  Menth.  Pip.  „  .      ^  .    ,                                ^      , 

21st.-l8t  dose  last  evening;  bowels  25th.~9th  dose ;  one  copious  natural 
movedtwice  in  the  night;  very  copious  cvacutoon;  10th  dose?  pains  a  little 
feculent  evacuations,  of  a  brown  co-  "^S?^  -n  i  j 
lour,  tolerably  natural.  2d  dose,  this  27th.--Bowel8  move  once  a  dajr ; 
morning,  before  breakfast.  Vomited  stools  thm  and  brown,  not  very  dark; 
very  shortly  after  breakfast ;  the  matter  P«}n«  i°  l*^«  ^^^  and  feet  worse,  pro- 
ejected  was  yellow,  and  very  bitter,  bably  owing  to  the  cold  weather, 
the  taste  persisting  in  the  mouth  for  28th.--Four  thm  and  brown  stools  in 
several  hours.    Pains  much  the  same.  "^^  »?'  24  hours ;  pains  worse. 

22d.— Has  taken  a  3d  and  4th  dose  lK>th.--Two  stools ;   jomts   swollen 

without  vomiting  or  nausea,  being  ex-  a«a*?-    ^fter  this  the  manganese  was 

hibited  about  half  an  hour  after  eating,  continued  one   or   two   days   longer, 

instead  of  when    the    stomach    was  without  any  appreciable  affection  of  the 

empty.    Two  thin  and  dark  evacua-  disease,  though  it  decidedly  improved 

tions     Pains  better  ^"^  appetite.    He  now  began  to  suffer 

23d,-.After  the  6th  dose  this  mom-  ^^  venereal  ulceration  of  the  uvula, 

ing  vomited  very  shortly ;  nausea  con-  and  the  manganese  was  replaced  by  the 

tinned   for  several   hours    after,  and  iodide  of  potassium, 

belly  became  sore  and  uneasy.    Two  s,  John  street,  Addpbif 

evacuations.    No  pain  in  the  joints.  '•**•  •>  ^®**« 

To  suspend  the  Manganese.  ■ 

From  this  time  there  was  no  acute  ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS, 
articular  pain,  but  much  stiffness.   The 

soreness  in  the  belly  did  not  disappear  """^ 

till  the  27th,  after  which  the  bowels  "^'•«*^/;S!i!??,'*«Sf?5™itJ«*^*"^ 

became  a  good  deal  constipated.  ^   _____ 

In  this  case  the  acute  articular  affec-  _.              >.  ,    ^                     ^ 

tion  had  only  existed  for  three  days  Eiementt  of  ihe  Comparative  Anatomy 

before  admission.  v  ***  Vertebrate  Antmais,  dengned 

William    Gunn,    est.  40  :  admitted  9ipeciall^  for  the  Use  of  Stndentt. 

Nov.  11th.    Subacute  articular  rheu-  fl  Rudolph  Waoner,  M.D.  Pro- 

matism.    On  the  16th  Nov.  he'  com-  Jjssor  of  Comparative  Anatomy  and 

menced  the  Sulphate  of  Manganese  in  Physiology  in  the  Universitv  of  Got- 

drachm  doses  thrice  a  day.    He  had  Jingen,  &c.  &c.     Edited  from  the 

then  suffered  from  affection  of  the  left  German  by  Alprbd  Tulk,  Member 

arm  and  shoulder,  and  of  both  knees  of  the  Royal  CoUeee  of  Surgeons, 

and  ankles,  for  nineteen  days.    There  ^  j  p  ^    ,Si«  ^^^^^  •    Longman 

was,  on  admission,  swelling  and  heat  '^'^^  ^o-    1845, 

about  the  joints,  but  Uiis  had  subsided.  Rudolph  Waoner,  Professor  of  Phy- 

He  now  complained  of  pain  and  stiff-  siology,    Comparative    Anatomy,  and 

ness  in  them;   the  feet  swelled  after  Zoology,  in  the  University  of  Gottingen, 

exertion.  was  bom  at  Baireuth,  in  the  year  1806, 

Nov.  21  St. — Took  the  1st  dose  last  He    displayed  at  an  earlv  period   a 

night,    which    caused  nausea  for  an  marked  predilection  for  tne  study  of 

hour ;  2d  dose  caused  a  greater  degree  natural  history.    After  taking  the  de- 

of  nausea,  and  lasted  for  a  longer  time ;  gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  Wiirz- 

no  vomiting.    In  the  course  of  the  day  burg,  in   1826,  he  repaired  to  Paris, 

passed   one  semi-fluid,  copious,    and  where  the  greater  portion  of  his  time 

very  dark  stool.  was  spent  in  the  Garden  of  Plants,  of 

22d.— 3d  and  4th  dose ;  no  nausea,  which  the  illustrious  Cuvier  was  Uien 

vomiting,   or  purging ;   pains  worse,  the  presiding  genius.   He  subsequently 

owing  to  the  cold  weather ;  appetite  visited  the  coasts  of  Normandy  and  the 

improved  since  he  took  the  medicine.  Mediterranean ;  was  zealousljr  engaged, 

23d. — 5th  and  6th  doses  ;  no  nausea  during  several  months'  residence  in 

or  purging ;  pains  the  same ;  increase  Marseilles  and  Nice,  in  investigating 

the  dose  to  51J.  the  zoological  relations  of  the  lowest 
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classes   of  organized  beings.     From  noosplexoses  occur;  one  of  these  lies, 

lilice  he  sailed  to  Sardinia^  where  he  ^-  9'  in  the  canal  formed  by  the  inferior 

pursued  those  curious  researches  con-  spinous  processes  of  the  tail ;  another, 

cemin^   the   osseous   breccia,  which  much  more  conspicuous  (/»/ed»ui/tacitf), 

were  ^terwards  submitted  to  the  Aca-  lies  between  the  psoas  muscle  and  the 

demy  at  Munich.    In  the  year  1840,  peritoneum.'' 

he  was   appointed   to   the   ehair   at  It  has  been  surmised  that  in  certain 

Gottingen,  as  a  meet  reward  for  his  diseased  states  the  urinary  organs  and 

labours  and  talents.    On  none  other  the  liver  are  so  closely  dependent  upon 

could  the  mantle  of  the  yenerable  and  each  other  that  the  functions  of  the  one 

distinguished  Blumenbach  have  more  might  sometimes  supply  those  of  the 

aptly  fallen.     His  works  are  no  less  other.    That  they  are  intimately  oon- 

remarkable  for  perspicuity  of  arrange-  nected  is  illustrated  in  the  instance  of 

ment  than  for  practical  import.    The  reptiles  which '*  possess  a  double  Porte/ 

one  before  us,  which  reflects   great  #v«l«m,  one  for  the  liver,  and  one  for 

credit  upon  Mr.  Tulk's  editorial  onali-  tne  kidneys,  and  both  of  these  exhibit 

fications,  evinces  a  thorough  knowledge  somewhat  different  relations  in  the  ae- 

of  the  subject     As    an   elementary  veral  orders.    In  the  frog  the  veins  of 

treatise,  it  cannot  fail  to  supersede  the  the  intestinal  canal  of  the  spleen,  &e. 

now  obsolete  manual  of  (he  author's  concur  to  form  the  vena  porta  of  the 

predecessor.     In    short,  after   careful  liver;  those  of  the  abdominal  cover- 

perusal,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  re-  ings,  the  urinary  bladder,  and  partly 

commending  it  to  every  student  de-  of  the  posterior  extremities  from  the 

sirous  of  gleaning  information  regard-  portal  vessel  of  the  kidneys,  while  the 

ing  a  collateral  department  which  has  e£ferent  veins  from  the  latter  organs 

served  to  clear  up  many  oi  the  dark  constitute  the  trunk  of  the  posterior 

and  hidden   things   in   physiological  vena  cava,  into  which  the  mood  re- 

scicnce.  turning  from  the  sexual  organs  and 

The  following  extract  exemplifies  liver  is  poured }  some  of  the  veins  of 

certtdn  peculiarities  touching  the  ve-  the  abdominal  parietes  empty  them- 

nous  system : —  selves  into  the  umbilical  vein." 

'*  Valves  occur  in  the  Vein$  of  the  Sul^oined  is  an  account  of  the  poison 

body,  and  frequently,  even  as  in  the  glands  of  the  Ophidia  ;— 

Ox,  in  the  portal  veins,  where  thev  are  "  The  poison-riand  corresponds  in 

wanting  in  Man.    The  trunk  of  the  some  measure  with  the  parotia  salivary 

superior  vena  cava  is  very  frequentlv  gland,  and  agrees  most  strikingly  in 

double,  in  individual  animals  from  all  situation  with  the  latter  in  the  Yeno- 

the  oiders,  as  in  the  common  Bat,  mous  Serpents,  having  posterior  venom- 


most  Camivora,  &c.   The  inferior  vena  canal.    In  the  typical  Venomous  Ser- 

cava  is  commonly  dilated  in  diving  pents,  as  Vipera,  Naja,  Crotalus,  Tii- 

animals,  previous  to  entering  the  hear^  gonocephalus,  the  poison-gland  is  situ- 

and  while  yet  within  the  uver,  as  in  ated  more  behind  and  beneath  the  eye. 

the  Seals  I  in  a  less  degree  also  in  the  consisting  of  short  tubes  in  Naja,  or  or 

Dolphin  and  Otter,  still  less  so  in  the  hollowed  ramified  lobules  (Trigonoce- 

Beaver  and  Omithor^nchus ;  in  these  phalus),  and  is  surrounded  by  a  dense, 

it  forms  a  true  sinus  like  that  of  Fishes,  mostly  double  fibrous  sheath,  this  again 

This  large  size  of  the  veins,  in  relation  being  covered  by  a  layer  of  muscular 

to  that  of  Uie  arteries,  exerts  unques-  fibres,  which  proceed  partly  from  the 

tionably  an  important  influence  upon  temporal  muscle,  and  serve  to  compress 

the  circulation   and   the   process   of  the  ^land  and  force  its  contained  secre- 

diving ;  and  the  discovery  is  a  remarkr  tion  into  the  excretory  duct ;  the  latter 

able  one,  of  a  peculiar  annular  muscle,  courses  along  the  external  sur&ce  of 

about  an  inch  m  breadth,  which  is  met  the  superior  maxillary  bone,  and  enters 

with  in  the  Seals  on  the  trunk  of  the  an  openinff  placed  at  the  root  of  the 

inferior  vena  cava,  above  the  diaphragm  ppison-tootn.    The  situation  and  struo- 

and  venous  sac,  and  which  can  cut  off  ture  of  the  noison-gland  is  similar  in 

the  return  of  blood  to  the  heart.    In  the  Aquatic  serpents  <Hydrus  and  Hy- 

the  Cetacea  remarkably  developed  ve-  drophus).     This  gland  occurs  in  an 
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unixraal  Bitoadon  in  Causiu  rhombea-  shortened  and  dilated*    The  memhrmna 

tusy   beins   ensiform,   situated    in  a  Memilunaris  and  the  ligamenhan  vocaie 

channel-like  cavity,  and  extending  to  exUrttum  will  be  also  synchronously 

the  I8th  or  1 9th  vertebra,  so  that  it  stretched  in  a  variety  of  ways  by  the 

reaehea  over  more  than  a  seventh  part  action  of  these  muscles,  joined  to  that 

of  the  whole  length  of  the  body;  its  of  the  three  posterior  pairB«  the  descrip- 

excretory  duct  extends  from  the  poi-  tion  of  which  will  now  occupy  our 

son-tootn  to  behind  the  quadrate  bone,  attention.    The  posterior  long  elevator 

The  ejection  of  the  poison  into  a  living  (m.  levator  poiterior  hngut^  arises  hijg;h 

animal  is  accompanied  by  pecoliar  and  up  behind  the  corres^nding  anterior 

frequently  fatal  effects."         ^  elevator  muscle,  and  is  inserted  pos- 

One  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  teriorlv  into   the  extremities  of  the 

in  the  whole  book  is  that  upon  the  or-  second  bronchial  demi-ring,  which  it 

gans  of  voice  and  respiration  in  birds,  draws  upwards,  and  at  the  same  time 

After  demonstiBtinfr  m  a  very  lucid  rotates  the  third.    The  posterior  short 

manner  the  mechanism  of  the  superior  elevator  (m.  levator  posterior)  is  partly 

larynx  and  trachea,  the  author  passes  covered  by  the  former  muscle,  but  is 

on  to  describe  the  inferior  or  bronchial  situated  more  in  the  direction  back- 

larynXf  in  which  the  voice  is  produced,  wards  and  inwards,  and  at  its  origin  from 

and  which  constitutes  a  special  pecu-  the  upper  part  of  the  tympanum  abuts 

harity  of  the  claas.    This,  from  the  closed  against  its  fellow  of  the  opposite 

very  extensive  series  of  modifications  it  side,  and  is  attached  higher  up  to  the 

J>re8entB,  necessarily  offers  a  wide  field  posterior  extremity  of  the  first  bronchial 

or   inquiry.     In   singing-birds,   and  arch,  which  it  serves  to  elevate.     The 

those  birds  generally  which  are  pro-  fifth  pair  of  muscles  is  situated  between 

vided  with  wnat  is  called  a  true  mueeu-  the  posterior  long,  and  the  anterior 

lar  vocal  apparatmi,  including  the  ra-  transverse,  elevator,  and  is  called  the 

vens,  from  tne  power  they  possess  like  oblique  elevator  (m.  obliauus  posterior 

parrots  of  imitating  the  human  voice,  #.  rotator posterittr) ;  it  arises  externally 

the  inferior  larynx  is  highly  compli-  from  the  superior  border  of  the  tympa- 

eated.    As  a  general  rule,  the  sinnng-  num  by  a  short  and  thick  muscular 

apparatus  is  made  up  of  five  well  de-  belly,  passes  obliquely  backwards,  and 

veioped  pairs  of  muscle^  very  strongly  is  inserted  into  the  posterior  extremities 

marked  in  the  nightingale  and  other  and  lower  border  of  the  second  bony 

small  singing  birds.  arch,  which  it  rotates  and  draws  in  the 

"Two  anterior  and  three  posterior  direction  outwards." 

pairs  of  muscles  may  be  distinguished  The  trachea  here  consists  of  a  short 

as  belonging  to  the  inferior  larynx,  bonjr  tpnpanum  or  drum,  constituting 

In  front  a  long  elevator  muscle  (m.  its   inferior    extremity,    and   usually 

levator  anterior  longui)  arises  tolerably  formed  by  the  early  coalescence  of  three 

high  up  from  the  trachea,  and  is  firmly  rings.    The  tympanum  is  divided  as 

attached  to  the  second  bronchial  demi-  usual'  inferiorly  by  a  transverse  or  cross 

ripg,  the  anterior  extremity  of  which  it  bone.    From  the  superior  border  of 

draws  upwards  and  outwards,  and  so  this  the  semilunar  membrane  of  Savart 

widens  tne  larynx.    In  like  manner  the  rises.    This  membrane  is  of  essential 

transverse  elevator  (m.  levator  anterior  importance  to  the  production  of  song^ 

tranevereus)  arises  in  front,  but  ob-  or  the   power  of  uttering  articulate 

liquely,  from  the  external  part  of  the  sounds ;    since  when  it  is  absent  or 

superior  border  of  the  tympanum;  it  slightlydevelopedthe  voice- is  feeble  or 

proceeds  in  the  direction  forwards,  and  has  but  little  variety  of  tone. 

18  attached  by  its  inferior  extremity  to  The  voice  of  bir^  appears,  like  that 

the  anterior  part  of  the  second  and  of  the  human  subject,  to  be  produced 

third  bronchial  demi-rings,  and  to  their  by  the  combined  vibrations  of  tne  lar^n- 

inteijacent  membrane ;   elevating  and  (teal  membranes  and  the  tongue.    The 

drawiuff  these  parts  also  in  the  direction  flute-like  tones  of  the  singing  birds  are 

outwards.    By  both  of  these  muscles,  doubtless,  observes  our  author,  acoom- 

as  well  as  by  the  m.  depre$9or  trackm  pliahed  bv  a  vibration  of  the  whole 

f.  ttemo-trachealist  which  arises  ex-  column  of  air  while  passing  through 

temally  from  the  tympanum  and  passes  the  trachea, 

forwards  to  the  border  of  the  sternum,  '  ^^^^^ 
the  cavitv  of<4he  inferior  larvnx  is 
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MEDICAL  GAZETTE.      ?!«*»'  ^^^'  *^^.  1!?,?!"^.?'.!^" 

fulness  and  respectability  of  the  body 
Friday,  February  14,  1846.  ^  which  they  belong. 

We  would  say  to  the  general  prac- 

^wrCl"' I'rrif^t^rJJS'v^.'nTS   ^^^^^^  «'  England,  that  if  they  are 
publicam  fit,  dicendi  periculvm  non  recnao.'*        bent  upon  their  destruction,  they  will 

___^  CicBBo.    pgygigt  in  demanding  a  charter,  which 

GENERAL  LEGISLATION  NECES-     ^^^^  '!»"'**  "»*  be  *ithheJd  if  they 

^. ^«  persevere  in  urging  their  claims  with 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  members  of  ""^^y  and  concord     We  admit  their 

the  Liverpool  Medical  Reform  Com-  Y'f^l  "K**'  ^^  ^^^  *f''=**'»  *'"'• 

mittee,  and  of  the  Local  Council  of  the  '"^'^  "[f  "f"  ^V^*fi   ^ut  we 

Provincial  Medical  and  Surgical  Asso-  '"'f  ""fl'-^h^Kly  «i««d   our  roice 

ciation,  held  upon  the  6th  current,  for  "jf""*  '*  "  *  ^    ^*  imminently  pe- 

the  purpose  of  considering  a  commu-  "|»"»  ^  *"' '"'«'"'«  »°^  well-being.    . 

nication  received  from  the  8oci?ty  of  ^e  are  swayed  by  no  party  motives; 

Apothecaries  in  London,  it  was  re-  *«  ^^^}y  "  ^  the  dignity  and  1 

,    J  I  respectability  of  the  profession  at  large,  1 

solved  unanimously—  *^  ,    « ,     .  .  ,  •       ,  , 

i«rru  *  au-  *•         i*u      u    •  to  uphold  which  ever  has  been,  and  ' 

"That  this  meeting,  although  sm-     .   ,,  ,  , 

cerely  desirous  of  co-operating  m  any  ^^^  ^.  <>»'  earnest  and  strenuous 

measure  calculated  to  elevate  Jhe  posi*  endeavour. 

tion  of  the  general  practitioners,  con-       We  are  fully  sensible  that  there  are 

siders  that,  in  the  present  stage  of  ^^  ^^e  present  time  debasing  and  detri- 
medical  affairs,  it  does  not  possess  suf-  .  i  .  u  »      x.    ^  e 

ficient  information  to  form  any  decisive  mental  influences  operating  both  from 

opinion  on  the  subject.  within  and  from  without,  which  must 

"  This  meeting  has  every  confidence  needs  be  checked  and,  if  possible,  ex- 
ttiat,  in  the  amended  Bill  of  Sir  James  terminated*.  But  we  are  loth' to  be- 
Graham,  the  interests  of  the  general  ,.  .  ^  ^>  i  i  •  i  .-  e 
practitioners  will  not  be  lost  sight  ofj  "^^^  ™^  V^^^^  legislation  for  one 
while  it  is  not  prepared  to  decide  whe-  class  alone  would  be  an  appropriate 
ther  those  interests  would  be  best  con-  remedy :  we  maintain,  on  the  con- 
sulted hj  including  the  general  practi-  j^ary,  that  it  would  tend  merely  to  pn>. 
tioners  in  the  Charter  of  the  College  of  /  ,.  ,  .  j  .u 
Surgeons,  or  by  a  separate  and  inde-  ™«^  dissension,  and  retard  the  pro- 
pendent  incorporation."  gross  of  medical  knowledge. 

We  regard  the  above  as  a  veiy  sig-       ^e  are  anxious  for  the  establish- 

nificant  document  at  the  present  June-  °^«^*  <>^  *  governing  board  in  con- 

ture.    It  conveys  the  sentiments  of  our  nexion  with  the  State,  with  the  Minister 

medical  brethren  in  Liverpool— a  town  ^^      _.!_,„....      ,.^  , 

,  .  ,                                  T       J        •  ^  motH  Klurioic  illuttrmtion  of  the  low  put  to 

which  ranks  next  to    London  in  com-  which  things  have  come  is  instanced  by  the  pro- 

».»«^;»i  i^^^^ ^  ceedinm  of  some  hapless  sons  of  Ksculapiasat 

mercial  importance.  Glasgow,    it  appears  that  no  less  than  tWeoty- 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming  wvensurgeons  attached  to  WendIv«ocletie^ 

.  °  the  poor,  volunteer  attendance  and  medicmes  at 

that  in   the  amended  measure  of   the  the  rate  of  thhrty  pence  a-9ear  for  each  member, 

n:^i.*   T3^^     n  a  ai.     •    ^        ^       e  and  have  issued  an  intimation  that  their  privat« 

Klgnt   non.    ilaronet  the  interests  of  patients  can  be  attended  on  the  same  economical 

the  whole  nrofpiifiinn  will  h^  most  rarp-    *«"»«•    Thi«  circumstance  justly  gave  rise  to  the 
me  wnoie  proiession  win  oe  mosi  care-    ^^^est  suspicions  as  to  the  chu*cter,  skill,  and 

fully  considered,    and   that    means   of  medicines  of  these  "  society  doctors" :  and  in 

!^*          Mil       tf-i-i.      «           11.  consequence  of  a  requisition  presented  by  IIS 

protection  will  be  afforded  to  the  public  mactitionen  to  the  President  of  the  Faculty  of 

wtii<«K  TiA  mAMk  oAvnnMf  1/1*1  <«/i.ii.)  ««  Physicians  and  Sufgcons,  a  nnmerous  meeting  of 

Which  no  mere  corporation  could  en-  the  medical  professionwas  convened,  in  which 

sure.    The  practitioners  of  Liverpool    ^^^K  ^^^v^cem  condurtwas  very  properly  ex- 

1*3  .1  posed  and  denounced*    Does  not  the  above  fact 

have   therefore  done  wisely   to   pause     Setoken  a  necessity  for  scouriur  oar  ranks  of  the 
mm  .      ,  .  L.  i_     under-bred,  httlf-educated  hucksters  with  which 

before  sanctioning  any  scheme  which    they  are  overrun  and  poUutedr       » 
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of  the  Home  Department,  which  shall  in  no  land  in  the  civilized  world  is  the 
take  cognizance  of  all  branches,  in-  science  of  pharmacy  in  so  low  a  con- 
cluding medicine,  sui^ry,  and  phar-  dition  as  in  that  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
macy.  Let  one  uniform  standard  of  nowhere  is  the  systematic  sophistica- 
medical  and  surgical  qualification  be  tion  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  pharma- 
required  of  every  candidate  for  practice  ceutical  preparations,  carried  on  so  ex-^ 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  tensively,  and  with  so  much  impunity, 
let  a  sound  preliminary  education  in  Had  he  taken  a  trip  across  the  Atlantic, 
science  and  literature  be  an  invariable  we  think  he  would  have  found  the 
prerequisite.  The  restrictive  means,  parties  in  the  United  States  rather 
together  with  the  system  of  registry  ahead  of  our  compatriots  in  this  par- 
about  to  be  introduced  in  the  forth-  ticular.  According  to  the  writer,  the 
coming  Bill,  will  afford  the  best  bul-  Pharmacoposia  is  a  dead  letter,  a  sort 
wark  against  the  encroachments  of  the  of  obsolete  code  more  honoured  in  the 
ignorant  and  incompetent.  Thus  the  breach  than  the  observance,  "for  it  is 
community,  as  aforesaid,  will  be  pro-  tacitly  permitted,  and  justly  so,  to  de- 
tected, and  the  character  of  the  profes-  viate  from  the  directions  laid  down 
sion  exalted.  If  adequate  restraints  therein,  in  the  preparation  of  chemical 
are  enforced  in  the  law,  a  profession  compounds  whose  constitutions  are  the 
which  is  before  the  public,  and  where  same,  independently  of  the  processes 
every  one  can  judge  of  the  individual  followed  in  their  manufacture ;  and  it 
as  he  produces  himself,  for  a  much  ia  also  notoriously  the  custom  amongst 
stronger  reason  ought  they  to  be  in  the  the  Pharmaceutists  almost  invariably 
profession  of  phasic,  which  is  a  do-  to  depart  from  the  instructions  given, 
mestic  art,  and  practised  coram  non  jw-  in  the  preparation  of  those  bodies  which 
dieibui.  In  the  one  there  is  ample  ^  not  possess  a  definite  constitution, 
guarantee  for  a  man's  conduct  and  skill,  &nd  which  are  mostly  of  animal  and 
in  the  other  none,  so  far  as  the  public  vegetable  origin.'^ 
is  concerned.  Yet  the  former  simply  We  are  sorry  to  hear  this,  because 
involves  the  rights  of  the  person  and  the  Examiners  at  Apothecaries'  Hall 
of  property,  while  the  latter  has  to  do  h<^ve  uniformly  insisted  that  their  can- 
with  the  healths  and  lives  of  her  Ma-  didates  should  evince  a  practical  know- 
jesty's  lieges.  *  ledge  of  that  "obsolete  code."  While 
It  is  understood  that  in  the  event  of  on  this  subject  we  would  recommend 
Sir  James  Graham's  Bill  passing  into  a  there  being  one  general  pharmacopoeia 
law,asupplementary  measure  respecting  for  the  United  Kingdom.  Having  three 
the  sale  of  drugs  will  without  delay  be  pharmacopceias  as  at  present  is  quite 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  par-  preposterous,  and  often  perplexing, 
liament.  If  the  statement  recently  put  After  animadverting  upon  certain  mal- 
forth  by  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceu-  versations  of  the  craft,  the  writer  avers 
tical  Society*  be  correct,  something  that  such  could  not  occur  in  France 
of  the  kind  is  rigoit>usly  called  for  in  <^nd  Germany,  where  the  chemists  and 
this  "  drug- damned"  country  of  ours*  druggists  are  infinitely  better  educated. 
The  writer  hazards  the  assertion  that  &nd  subject  to  periodical  visitations  by 

*;^Tl>elWmacopcBiaaDe«d  Letter;  or,«>  q^^iified  Pe«0n8  appointed  for  the  pur- 

Bxpofuie  of  the  Svfttematic  and  Fnadnient  pose  Of  ascertainmir  the  quality  of.  and 

Adulteration  of  the  Prepantions  of  the  Pharma.     *u^  -«^«  „.  ^ ^i      ^  •     ^u  \. 

copceia,  with  Suffrettiona  for  its  Prevratioii.  By  tne  means  employed  in  the  preparation 

SSS^2»fSSSSt'V?S?S3^^  »f  '^'^  ""'d^  «8*»f  o^^  by  the 

Gieaaen.»  pharmacopoeia.    We  are  inclined   to 
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ascribe  more  of  the  improvement  in  the  increase  Iheir  btuinest  four  or  five  Ibid, 

above  countries  to  the  system  of  ednca-  We  do  not  wish  to  dictate  the  rate  at 

tion,  than  to  the  mere  inspection  of  which  any  man  should  dispose  of  hia 

apothecaries'  ware.    The  plan  of  exa-  corporeal  exertions,  but  we  are  satisfied 

mining  the   shops,  formerly    carried  that  some  compliance  with  the  above 

into  efiect  three  times  h  year  by  the  suggestions  would  prove  beneficial  to 

censors  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  all  parties, 

assisted  by  the  Wardens  of  the  Apothe-  

caries,  was  looked  upon  as  a  solemn  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION. 

farce,  and  eventually  abandoned.    In-  tit    ,               •    ^  ^i.              « 

,,-       ^,            •'.      L...^  We  have  received  the  copy  of  a  me- 

deed,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was  ^orial  lately  addressed  to  Sir  James 

executed,  it  proved  totally  inefficient  in  Graham  by  the  Gloucestershire  Medi- 

preventing  the  sale  of  falsified  drugs,  cal  and   Surgical  Association.     The 

We '  think  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  memorialists  express  unfeigned  thanks 

-                    .       J.,  -     .,      ir  ^  -i.  that  Government  should  have  under- 

deserves  great  credit  for  theefforUthey  ^^j^^^  ^^^  important  yet  difficult  task 

have  made,  as  regards  instruction ;  but  of  amending  the  present  anomalous 

more  is  wanted  before  they  can  assume  and  defective  state  of  medical  practioe, 

a  proper  footing.  a°d  ^^^^  Sir  James  shonld  h^ve  af- 

T?„l—  «««o^«  i«  »!,«•*    *^  «i.*o«.*;oo  forded  the  profession  an  ample  oppor- 

Every  person  m  short,  to  practise  ^^^j      for   considering   the   meiiure 

pharmacy  should  be  Ucensed  by  the  previous  to  its  discussion  in  Parlia- 

above  mentioned  governing  board,  after  ment.    They  acquiesce  in  the  principal 

due  examination,  and  be  all  times  there-  provisions  of  the  Bill,  butareof  opi- 

«!*.*-  .^A^nivi^  *»  :».  ;.«»;«^{^*i/^^     tKo  nion  that  the  constitution  of  the  Conn- 

after  amenable  to  Its  jurisdiction.   The  cil  of  Health  needs  further  considera- 

foUowing  is  the  writer's  proposal—  tion,  inasmuch  as  the  great  body  of 

'*  Let  the  pharmaceutist  have  a  posi-  medical  nractitioners  are  not  duly  re- 

tion  in  any  scheme  of  medical  reform ;  presented.     They  trust  that  the  prin- 

but  let  it  be  well  defined-    Let  its  ten-  ciples  of  protection  against  unlicensed 

dency  be  not  to  make  them  bad  medical  practitioners  may  be  more  extensively 

practitioner8,bot  skilful  pharmaceutical  applied  than  was  apparently  contem- 

ones.    Let  its  object  be  gradually,  if  plated;   that  stamps  and  patents  to 

not  at  once,  to  wean  general  practl-  medicines  be  withdrawn ;  that  quack 

tioners  from  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  'advertisements  be  prohibited;  that  all 

and  chemists  and  druggists  from  that  of  persons  undergo  the  same  preliminary 

medicine.    Then  the  progress  of  educa-  educajjon;  that  some  fixed  period  for 

tion,  and  consequently  of  respectability,  medical  studies  be  required  of  the  gc». 

will  diminish  the  desire  to  adulterate,  neral  practitioner;   and  that  the  age 

and  increase  the  means  of  detecting  for  admission  into  the  profession  be  at 

such  adulterations."  least  22  years. 

Were  chemists  and  druggists  alive  to  A  circular  has  reached  us  from  the 

their  own  interests  they  would  lower  Association  of  General  Practitioners  in 

the  chains  for  prep^ng,  compound-  SferuL^K  A  ^tS?e 

ing,  and  dispensing  physic.  The  present  Committee  point  out  the  necessity  of 

prices  are  quite  exorbitant,  and  have  the  general  practitionera  in  the  country 

operated  as  a  great  obstacle  to  medical  earnestly  entreating  tne  members  of 

men  prescribing.    Most  general  practi-  Pariiament  of  their  respective  locali- 

tioners,  we  ate  persuaded,  would  will-  *^'  *°  ^PP^^^l,^?  *^\^J7  consbtutional 

uvuvio,  w^  aic  i^ouaucu,  wvu4u  wtu  mgaus,  suy  Bill  for  the  regulation  of 

ingly  alter  their  system,  and  receive  a  medical  practice  which  does  not  em- 
moderate  fee  for  their  visits,  provided  brace  for  the  general  practitioner  the 
chemists  were  rcftdy  to  co-operate,  and  principles  of  medical  reform  contained 

be  content  with  «aaller  profits  than  |?h,i5^r ..' whKr  pSen?^t  8iJ 

they  at  present  exact.    Were  this  the  j^meB  Graham  previous  to  the  opening 

case,  we  have  no  doubt  the  latter  would  of  Parliament. 
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OB8BRVATION8  ai  of  tiie  praotioe  of  raedidne;  it  if  ana- 

ON  THB          ^  tural  combination  of  the  two,  and  no  man  is 

PRACTICE  OP  MIDWIPERY  ^^  *"  %^^  *"  K  «  f<^  ^Tf "?  •• 

00  IS  it  mamfestly  an  mjastioe,  that  the 

HAVING   BBBN   COMSIDIRBD    AS    A    CAUSB  pIBCtioe  of  it,  80  QSefbl  tO  OthCfTS,  shottld  bo 

FOR  PRBCLUDiNO    ITS   PRACTiTioNBRS  injurioiis  to  his  inteKSts  I     I  will  add,  that 

FRoic  THB  HONOURS  OF  THB  coLLBGB  although  exclnsion  be,  or  was,  denounced 

OF  auRQBOKs.  Bgaiust  the  general  pmotitioner,   there  is 

■  not   a    surgeon,    from    the    sergeant-iur« 

7b  the  BdUor  qf  the  Mtdieal  Gaieiie.  geons,  to  the  humblest,  who  p^ifmeee  to 

StR,  ^  purely  a  sui^geon,  who  does  not  wiliingly 

It  is  Teiy  diflicult  to  understand  why  the  P<»>t«'  fees  for  advice,  not  in  cases  of  me- 

practice  should  bo  adude,  because  mid-  <Mcal  surgery,  but  in  cases  belongfaig  purely 

wifery  is  essentiaUy  surgery,  and  there  are  ^  the  physician.    ThU  is  done  cotertly,  the 

no  other  duties  in  surgery  more  important  o^«-  openly,  and  I  believe  it  can  scarcely 

as  n^rds  the  preservation  of  Ufe  or  the  ^  avoided,  but  it  shows  the  impropriety  of 

interests  of  society.     Even  when  nature  per-  the  exclusive  system, 

forms  the  operation  in  the  easiest  possible  One  word  more:  the  requiring  old  practi- 

way,   the  assistance  required  is  purely  sur-  tioncrs  to  undergo  examination  is  absurd, 

gical— it  is  manual.    What  are  the  more  im-  They  were  formally  declared  "  able  to  prsc- 

portant  aids  required  ?    The  changing  the  *»•  ^»^  art/'  »nd  is  it  supposed  that  time 

position  of  the  chUd  in  utero,  when  it  is  and  experience  lessen  their  fitness  ?    They 

found  to  be  such  ss  to  preclude  the  opera-  ^^  o^  the  technicalities  which  are  used  in 

tion  bdng  finished  by  nature  ;  iher^fiyre  in-  examination,   but  render  themselves  fitter 

▼olving  the  death  of  the  mother  and  the  practitioners.                                 Sbnbx. 

infant  s  here  a  manual  opentien  of  no  small  " 

difficulty  is  to  be  performed,  and  much  de-  REMARKABLE  CASE  or  POISONING 

pends  on  the  time  at  which,  as  well  as  the  WITH  ARSENIC, 

msnner  in  which,  it  is  performed,  as  to  the  •»    ■»                 xa- 

sa&ty  of  hoik  lives.     In  cases  of  puerperal  f  y  Profbssor  Wohlbb. 

convulsions,  in  cases  of  flooding,  in  cases  Thb  suspicion  that  the  widow  *  *  *  residing 

where  the  growth  of  tumors  obstructs  the  at  *  *  *,  three  times  married,  had  poisoned 

delivery,  in  cases  of  deformity  of  the  pelvis,  ^^  ^o  last. husbands,  gave  occasion  to  their 

In  all  these  the  aid  required  is  essentially  corpses  being  exhumed   and  subjected  td 

surgicsl ;   and  in   the  prsctioe  of  surgery  chemical  investigation.      The  presence  of 

there  is  no  situation  which  requires  more  arsenic  was  most  undoubtedly  discovered  in 

judgment,  more  decision,  more  mental  firm-  lH>th.      The  greatest  quantity  was  fbund, 

ness,  than  in  the  latter,  when  it  becomes  the  however,  in  the  body  of  the  second  husband, 

awful  duty  of    the  surgeon  to  decide  at  although  it  had  Inn  seven  years  in  the 

wluit  period  of  time  he  is  justified  in  de-  grave.    This  affords  an  additional  proof  of 

stroying  the  life  of  the  infant,  to  ensure  the  the  possibility  of  detecting  arsenic  after  a 

safety  of  the  mother,  whose  lifb  also  inay  be  -long  period  has  elapsed,  and  merits  attention 

placed  at  hasard  by  too  long  delay,  arising  on  that  score. 

from  a  humane  desire  to  save  the  child—  In  order  to  get  at  the  arsenic,  the  whole 

the  operalioii,  dreadfully  painful  to  the  feel-  of  the  soft  parts  were  dried  and  burnt  sSong 

ing  mind,  is  also  sometimes  effeeted  with  with  nitre,  a  procedure-  preferable  to  the 

great  difficulty,  even  after  the  privation  of  French  method  of  cari>onising  by  means  of 

life;  (loooe  saw  it  fail,  where  three  able  oil  of  vitriol;  inasmudi  ss  by  the  employ, 

men  were  present,  from   the  inconvenient  ment  of  the  latter  minute  portions  of  the 

sise  of  the  child.)    I  ask,  is  it  not  strange,  arsenic  may  escape,  in  tiie  form  of  volatile 

that  the  practice  and  perfonnance  of  duties  chloride  of  arsenic,  when  chlorides  of  sodium 

so  important,  eopmrely  eurgteal,  and  sode-  or  ammonium  happen  to  be  present  in  the 

pendent  on  anatomies!  knowkd^,  should  corpse. 

have  excluded  its   practitioners  from  the  It  deserves  notice  in  a  medico-legal  point 

honours  of  the  profisssion,  whilst  the  College  of  view,  in  reference  to  the  comparatively 

baveoertified  themtobecompetentto  practise  small  quantity  of  arsenic  traced  in  the  body 

in  all  its  branches  ?     Is  it  not  rather  matter  of  the  last  husband,  who  had  died  six  months 

of  surprise  and  reproadi,  that  at  the  public  previously  and  after  protracted  illness,  that 

examinations  for  diplomas,  no  one  is  ever  he  had  taken  for  many  weeks  before  decease, 

questioned  as  to  the  knowledge  of  this  (as  I  by  way  of  medidQe,  phoephoriBed  oil  in  the 

have  ahown)  most  important  part  of  surgery?  shape  of  emulsion^  said  had  thus  consumed 

Is  it  not  an  snomaly,  that  the  extending  the  16  grm.  of  phosphorus.    On  examining  the 

usefulness  of  the  principles,  in  which  he  was  stock  of  phosphorus   In  the  apothecary's 

examined,  should  lessen  his  rights?    Mid-  shop  where  the  prescription  had  been  made 

wifery,  then,  partakes  as  essentiaUy  of  surgery  up,  it  was  fouad  oontimiiiated  therewUhf 
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and  oontalning  not  less  than  half  a  per  cent 
of  arsenic. 

Independently  of  all  medioo-legal  con- 
•iderations  whidi  this  oaseinTolves,  it  shows 
the  necessity  for  testing  phosphorizcd  drugs 
for  arsenic.  For  this  purpose  the  phosphorus 
ought  to  be  melted,  and  then  briskly  agitated 
while  molten  with  a  mixture  of  chromate  of 
potash  and  sulphuric  acid,  in  order  to  re- 
moYC  any  arsenic.  Another  point  ta  deter- 
mine was,  whether  arsenic  is  really  held  in 
solution  in  the  pharmaceutical  preparations 
of  phosphorus. — lAebig*^  Annalen,  October 
1844,  p.  141. 

HOMICIDE  BY  AN  UNQUALIFIED 

PRACTITIONER. 

An  indiTidual  of  the  name  of  Bergeron  ad- 
ministered  a  potion  to  a  demoUelle  Fan- 
Telle,  which  caused  her  death.  Not  appearing 
when  summoned  before  the  court  on  a  dou- 
ble charge  of  homicide  by  imprudence,  and 
the  illegal  exerdse  of  medicine,  the  said 
Bergeron  thereby  allowing  judgment  to  go 
by  default,  was  amerced  in  a  penalty  of  500 
fhoics. — Journal  de  Chimie  Midieale,  Dec. 
1844. 

RECEIVED  FOR, REVIEW. 

The  Philosophy  of  the  Moring  Powers  of 
the  Blood.  By  G.  Calvert  Holland.  M.D. 
Physician  Extraordinary  to  the  Sheffield 
General  Infirmary,  &c.  &c.  London : 
Churchill,  1844.    8vo.  pp.  308. 

The  County  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Hanwell ; 
its  Size  and  Expense,  and  the  Number  of 
its  Cures.     1845.     8to.  pp.  35. 

Contributions  to  the  Diagnosis  and  Patho- 
logy of  Thoracic  Diseases.  By  R.  L.  Mac 
DonneU,M.D.  Dublin, 8to.  pp.26.    1845. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  and  Physical 
Society  of  Bombay,  for  the  Year  1843. 
8to.  pp.  250.    Bombay. 

Consumption,  &c.  :  being  a  Letter  in 
Refutation,  &c  By  D.  Cronin,  M.D. 
London,  12mo.  pp.  72.     1844. 

A  Reply  to  the  Malicious  Personal  Attack 
of  the  Britidi  and  Foreign  Medical  Review. 
By  E.  O.  Hocken,  M.D.     pp.  11. 

The  Veterinary  Record  and  Transactions 
for  January,  1845.    8to.  pp.  104.    Long- 


Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  Jan. 
1845.    pp.  517.     Hodges  and  Smith. 

British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review,  Jan. 
1845.     pp.  216.     Churchill. 

ROYAL  G0LLE6E0F  SURGEONS  OF 

ENGLAND. 

Lui  qf  Gentlemen  admUted  Membere^ 
Ftb.  7.— £.  L.  Httssey.— R.  D.  Harling.— 
W.  T.  Iliff.— W.  B.  Young.— T.  Murray. 
— -M.  Baines. — E.  Candle. — J.  Gilbert.-* 
H.  Wright.— F.  W.  Harris.— H.  Hastings. 
vC.  Millar. — G.  Sannden. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Oenilemen  who  haoe  obiamed  Certifle^Uee, 
Feb,  5.— Thomas  ^Imer,  Cahir,  Ireland. — 
George  Downing. — Daniel  Carter.  —  Peter 
Roscow,  Haslingden,  Lancashire. — William 
Henry  Holman. 

MORTALITY  or  the  METROPOLIS. 

Deathe /rom  all  eaueee  regietered  m  the 
week  endmg  Saturday ^  Feb,  1. 

All  Caubbs 101 1 

Specipicd  Causbs lOOi 

1.— Zymotic  (l^deralc,  Endemic,  and 
Contagions)  Diseases,  SOO;  among 
which,  of— 

Small  FOX 49 

Measles  96 

JScarlatina  S5 

Hooping  Coogh 96 

Croup  9 

Thmsh    1 

Diarrhoea    ft 

S'sentery l 

olera    i 

Influenxa S 

Typhus    99 

II.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diieaaea 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  110; 
among  which,  of— 

Inflammation O 

Dropsy «...  97 

Scrofula 4 

Cancer 17 

Atrophy 19 

Debility  90 

Sudden  Deaths 10 

III.— Diseaseeof  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nervet,  and  Senies,  156;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalni 30 

^                     Apoplexy 96 

Panuytia IS 

Convulaiona  6g 

Inaanity  9 

Delirium  Tremens  ....: 9 

rv.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Organs  of  Respiration,  106; 
among  which,  of 

fueumonia. 79 

Hydrothorax 4 

Asthma  96 

Phthisis  or  Consomption  ....  191 

Diseases  of  the  Longs,  6ec.  ...  99 

v.— DiseasM  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  99 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  68 ; 
among  which,  of— 

leething 13 

Gastritis O 

Enteritis 17 

Tabes  9 

Hernia a 

Disease  of  Stomach,  ftc 4 

Disease  of  Liver,  6cc 5 

Til.— INseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c. ......  6 

Vlll.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Utems, 
&c.  10 ;  among  which,  of— 

Childbirth 8 

Diaease  of  Uterus 1 

IX.— Rhemnatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,6u; 4 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  6cc.  0 

XL-Old  Age 89 

XII.— Violence,  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance   86 

Ebratum.— In  Mr.  Carter's  letter,  page  611, 
line  90  from  the  bottom,  inat^ad  of  "against 
quackery,"  read  "against  the  imposition  of 
restraints  on  quackery." 

Vfihaou  9t  OoiLYT,  67,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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LECTURES  p|o.  1. 

NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OP 
DEFORMITIES, 


Suriron  Igtbe  IniUtDtioo. 

Cemtraeliim  of  ih*  tntt-joiiil  in  M(  tiraigkt 

or  taltndtd  potition — ctmgenitat — M*- 

etmffmllid.     Cbm  qf  eongtnltal  conlrae- 

iitnie^lhtthigli;knm,iatdfitl.    Qnmt 

qf  nan-etmgtitUal  eanlraetioH ;   liyuHt* 

Is  lAc  joint — petltitm — elinmie  a^am- 

nufloa.     TrtatmtiU :  turgieal  tatd  mc- 

cAobIcoI — dntnoa  (/"  l\t  rtefiu /emorit, 

CantraeHan  qf  Ikt  Up.joinl — eongeiUtai 

■ — ntm-eonfftnilal.      Cauta  qf  nan-eon- 

gnittl !  ctrebral  ar  ipinat  iTritatiOH  Or 

iutatt—iiyitrif  to  Hetpine — ponlion — 

-  ritumalltm  —  idiapatkle    b^lammalhm. 

TVnrfuwiif  :    flKCAaieat — mrgietl  end 

meekmtital — iteti<m  qfrtetutfimerU,  qf 

iauor  vagina  fmnrU,  and  adduelor  '«»• 

fiu.    Mode  qfpa^bnning  tkt  operation, 

I  HATE  now,  gentlnnen,  to  point  out  to  jod 

■oother  eontnction  of  tbc  knee-joint,  tit. 

cxmtractioD  in  the  dreight  or  extended  pod- 

tioD, — the  patient  laffering  from  whit   ii 

called  "  itiff-knee."     Thii  U  *  ttrj  nre 

condition  oT  tb«  joint,  bnt  is  Devertbeleia 

both  congenital  and  uon- congenital.     I  IwTe 

met  with  bat  one  ioiCance  congenita],  and 

that  in  an  infant  three  montba  old,  in  whom 

die  thighs  were  alao  coDtracced  in  the  fleied 

poaitiOD,   and  the  feet  both  contracted,  the 

one  in  the  form  of  talipes  laros,  the  other" 

talipes  Tilgue  ;  the  Utter,  however,  diflering 

fiom  Talgns,  inasmuch  as  the  anterior  half 

of  the  foot,  that  ii,  from  the  astngalns,  was 

abraptlf  ererted,  end  fitted  oompletcly  in 

ttie  cononitT  formed  by  the  foot  allectcd 

with  Tama — vide  fig.  1,    The  thjgfat  bdng 

899.— xzxT. 


hips,  as 


flexed  npon  the  pelris,  the  knees  extended, 
and  the  feet  thus  contrscted,  were  liept  con- 
(tantlf  lying  on  the  abdomen,  chest,  and 
face  of  the  tittle  patient  i  and  when  the  1^ 
or  legs  were  forcibly  drawn  down,  they  le- 
tsrned  with  an  elascic  impulse  to  their  con- 
tracted position.  It  is  tbe  only  case  of  the 
kind  I  hare  met  with,  bat  is  confirmatory, 
in  my  opinion,  of  tbe  cause  I  hate  so  often 
stated  to  you  of  those  congenital  contrac- 
tions which  exist  without  cerebral  diieue, 
or  without  malformation  of  parts,  namely, 
'2  S 
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position  m  uiero.      This  child  was  bom  slight  impediment  that  they  may  happen  to 
with  the  breech  presentatioo,  and  had  evi-  meet  with  ;  and,  of  course,  any  very  acCiTC 
dently,   during  its  uterine  existence,   pos*  euiployment  can  scarcely  be  followed, 
seased  very  IftCle,  if  any,  power  of  mot$ng         Treatmetit, — ^The  treatment,  ift  these^  as 
the  lower  eitremities  out  of  the  positioA  in  in  the  other  contractions,  wiH  CDotist  of 
which  they  presented  themselves,  and  which  mechanical  solely,  or  surgical  and  mechani- 
position   would   certainly  adapt   it  to   the  cal,  according  to  the  rigidity  met  with,  and 
smallest  possible  space  it  was  capable  of  the  length  of  time  the  contraction  has  existed, 
being  placed  in.    There  was  no  malforma-  In  the  congenital  case  just  mentioned,  alter 
tion,  or  any  evidence  of  disease  existing,  or  operating  upon  the  feet  and  removing  the 
having  existed,  in  the  nervous  system.    The  contraction,  I  first,  and  for  three  months, 
child  was  of  the  usual  size,  and  perfectly  attempted  to  flex  the  knees  by  mechanical 
healthy  in  every  fespect,  so  that  I  can  as-  neans.    The  left  knee  yielded  to  that  treat- 
sign  no  cause  excepting  the  one  mentioned,  ment ;  the  right  remained  much  in  its  origi- 
With  regard  to  the  non-congenital,  you  will  nal  condition.     I  could  flex  it,  and  keep  it 


generally  find  that  it  arises  either  from  dis-  flexed  during  the  time  the  instrument 
ease  or  injury  to  the  joint.  In  the  cases  I  on,  bpt  upon  removing  it  the  leg  was  in- 
have  met  with,  chronic  inflammation  of  the  stantly  extended,  and  remained  so.  I  there* 
joint  has  been  the  original  cause,  producing  fore  determined  to  divide  the  rectus,  which 
in  the  first  instance  contraction  in  the  I  did  in  the  following  manner :  the  leg  was 
flexed  position,  which,  however,  has  been  forcibly  flexed,  and  held  so  by  an  assistant ; 
removed  by  the  gradual  extension  kept  up  the  child  lying  on  its  back^  I  then  intro- 
by  means  of  s  tin  splint,  before  the  con-  duced  a  small  sh&rp-pointed  knife  on  tiie 
traction  had  become  permanent ;  and  when  inner  margin  of  the  rectus,  about  an  indi 
removed,  thejoints  have  been  kept  constantly  and  a  half  above  the  patella;  and  as  soon 
in  the  extended  position,  and  thus  termi-  as  I  imagined  the  point  of  the  knife  was  pa- 
nating  in  contraction  of  the  extensors,  which  rallel  with  the  under  surface  of  the  muscle, 
is  most  evident ;  so  that  it  appears  that  1  depressed  the  handle,  and  passed  it  he- 
muscles  have  not  the  power  of  retaining  neath  as  far  as  its  outer  edge,  then  turned 
their  proper  functions  if  kept  constantly  at  the  sharp  edge  towards  the  muscle,  and  di- 
rest, but  become  rigidly  fixed  up  to  the  vided  it  transversely  from  below  npwaoda. 
point  at  which  they  have  ceased  to  be  elon^  A  pledget  of  lint  was  applied  over  the  point 
gated  or  drawn  out,  no  matter  what  muscle  of  puncture,  and  seedred  with  strapping  and 
or  set  of  muscles  may  be  so  circumstanced,  bandage ;  this  was  allowed  to  remain  for  a 
whether  the  extensors  or  flexors,  &c.  &c. ;  week,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  puncture 
but  although  they  might  appear  to  be  per-  was  healed,  and  the  instrument  reapplied 
manently  shortened,  yet  1  believe  that  no  (oonsisting  of  a  simple  spring,  having  at- 
change  in  their  structure  takes  place  beyond  tached  at  eaoh  extremity  a  circular  band, — 
the  rigidity  mentioned,  and  a  want  of  de-  the  one  for  the  leg,  the  other  for  the  thigh, 
velopment  occasioned  by  their  passive  con-  and  secured  by  means  of  a  strap  and  bodUe 
dition ;  and  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  being  applied  beneath  the  joint) ;  exteaalon 
early  part  of  the  course  are  conclusive  testi-  was  again  kept  up,  and  in  fourteen  days  the 
mony  of  this  being  the  fact.  leg  was  flexed  to  a  right  angle  with  great 
The  cases  that  have  presented  themselves  ease ;  so  that  I  should  advise  your  adopting 
arising  from  injury  to  the  joint  have  terminated  a  similar  course  in  a  case  of  this  description, 
in  ankylosis,  and  of  course  have  become  irre-  as  it  is  evident  that  the  sooner  the  oontrac- 
mediable.  In  one  cose,  however,  the  adhesion  tion  is  overcome  the  better.  No  ill  effects 
was  ruptured  by  force,  and  the  leg  flexed  to  followed  the  operation,  nor  apparent  incon- 
about  two-thirds  of  a  right  angle;  after-  venience;  and  the  result  has  been  most  satis* 
wards  slowly  extended;   but  it  occasioned  factory. 

great  pain,  and  ultimately  became  fixed  in  In  oases  arising  from  disease  in  the  joint, 
its  original  position ;  so  that  I  have  not  provided  you  can  flex  it  without  great  force, 
much  to  say  on  this  cause.  P&tients  thus  I  would  aidvise  your  adopting  the  jnechani- 
afflicted  are,  as  you  must  perceive,  in  a  cal  means  alone,  which  you  will  do  in  the 
Aittch  better  condition  than  those  who  suffer  following  manner.  Let  the  leg  be  placed 
from  either  of  the  contractions  before  men-  and  secured  in  a  splint,  similar  to  that  men- 
tioned, but  are  nevertheless  exposed  to  much  tioned  for  contraction  in  the  flexed  position, 
inconvenience,  and  considerable  lameness ;  with  the  metal  pUte  in  front  of  the  thigh,  as 
as,  in  the  act  of  progression,  the  leg  affected  well  as  behind,  and  one  also  to  cover  the 
is  thrown  or  carried  round,  forming  almost  anterior  surface  of  the  leg.  Then,  with  a 
a  semicircle  on  each  step  taken,  the  only  male  and  female  screw  attached  behind, 
teeans  the  patients  possess  of  walking  with  gradually  flex  the  leg — more  or  less  rapidly, 
any  degree  of  comfort ;  for  if  they  attempt  according  to  tbefeelinp  of  the  patient — and 
to  carry  the  leg  straight  before  them,  they  when  it  is  flexed  to  or  beyond  a  right  angle, 
Art  constantly  liable  to  trip  or  fall  from  any  let  it  be  extended  again  :  as  sdon  as  this  is 
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accomplished,  direct  the  patient  or  friends  to  though  you  may  succeed  in  flexing  the  joint 

flex  and  extend  (t  alternately  once  or  twice  for  a  time,  yet  the  chances  are  that  it  will 

daily,  until  free  motion  is  obtained,  when  return  to  its  former  state,  as  it  can  scarcely 

the  screw  should  be  removed,  to  nllow  of  be  expected  that  the  secretory  surface  of  the 

die  patioits  exercising  voluntary  motion,  as  synovial  membrane,  or  that  the  ruptured  ex* 

muc^  as  can  be  done  twice  or  oftener  daily,  tremities,  will  assume  a  condition  compatible 

after  which,  let  the  screw  be  reattached  and  with  free  motion.     With  this,  gentlemen,  I 

retain  the  joint  during  the  night,  and  also  conclude  the  contractions  of  the  knee  joint, 

during  the  intervals  of  exercise  in  the  semi-  and  shall  now  proceed  to  one  scarcely  less 

flexed  position,  so  that  neither  set  of  mus-  difficult  o^  less  important,  namely — 
des  shall  regain  a  preponderance  of  power ;         Contraeiion  of  the  hip-Joint. — Contrac- 

ibr  you  must  always  bear  in  mind  that  there  tion  of  the  hip -joint  is  both  congenital  and 

is  a  constant  inclination  or  tendency  to  con-  non-congenital,  and  will  be  found  either  to 

tract,  if  a  preponderance  of  power  exists,  consist  of  contraction  in  the  flexed  position 

As  soon  as  the  patient  can  flex  and  extend  simply,  or,  as  is  most  frequently  met  with, 

the  joint  voluntarily,  let  the  instrument  be  flexed  and  adducted  combined, 
removed  for  a  portion  of  the  day,  and  let        The  only  case  that  I  could  distinctly  trace 

exercise  be  taken  ;  in  this  way  you  will  ef-  as  being  congenital  was  that  I  have  just  now 

fectually  remove  the  contraction;   do  not,  related  (vide  fig.  1),  although  some  cases  were 

however,  omit  ttie  use  of  the  instrument  un-  stated  to  have  been  congenital,  in  which  the 

'til  all  tendency  to  contraction  is  overcome,  general  spasmodic  condition  also  co-existed  ; 

for  rely  upon  it,  should  you  do  so,  a  return  in  that  case,  however,  the  contraction  was 

of  the  contraction  will  follow.    A  ease  oc-  confined  to  the  flexors  almost  entirely.   The 

curred  to  me,  some  titee  since,  of  a  gentle-  thighs,  it  is  true,  were  held  in  contact,  but 

man,  aged  about  20,  which  had  arisen  from  could  be  easily  separated,   and   would  at 

inflammation  in  the  joint,  followed  by  oon-  times  remain  to  ;  but  from  the  little  patient 

truction  in  the  flexed  position ;  this  was  re-  posaessing  no  control  over  the  extensors,  no 

moved  by  the  application  of  splints,  and  the  opportunity  was  presented  for  its  abducting 

patient  was  ordered  to  keep  the  leg  con-  the  thighs ;  since  the  contraction  of  the  knees 

stantly  extended :   this  he  had  followed  up  and  feet  has  been  removed,  the  thighs  are 

for  two  years ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved  in  either  position  by  the  voluntary 

consulted  me,  when  I  found  the  rectus  ri-  effort.     I  have  not  met  with  a  congenital 

gidly  tense,  and  any  attempt  to  flex  the  leg  c&se  in  the  adult  or  youth,  ao  that,  if  it  has 

vHth  the  hand  futile;    I  applied  the  splint  occurred,  in  all  probability  the  weight  of  the 

mentioned,  and  kept  up  constant  extension  extremities,  and  the  constant  extension  the 

upon  the  muscle,  and  in  three  weeks  sue-  thighs    would    naturally    be  subjected  to, 

eeeded  in  flexing  the  joint  to  a  right  angle ;  I  have  overcome  the  contraction, 
then  re- extended  the  joint,  and  proceeded  in        The  non-oongenitak  arise  from  cerebral  or 

the  manner  described,  until  he  could  volnn-  spinal  irritation,  injury  to  the  spine,  posi- 

tmrily  flex  and  extend  it  very  ncariy  to  «  tion,  from  strumous  disease  in  the  hip-joint, 

right    angle.      He    became,  however,  im-  or  ite  neighbourhood, 
patient,  and  left  town,  promising  Co  perte<*        In     the     cases    arising    from    cerebral 

vere  at  home ;   I  have  since  heard  he  has  or   spinal  irritation,   you  will  find  either 

made  but  little  progress,  and  in  all  pro-  paralysis  of  one  or  more  muscles,  especially 

hability  the  joint  will  return  to  fta  original  of  those  below  the  knee,  and  which  are  ge- 

condition.     Of  course,  the  moving  of  a  joint  nerally  the  extensors  of  the  legs,  and  flexors 

which  has  been  for  a  long  time  in  one  poei-  of  the  feet,  for  yon  will  perhaps  never  meet 

tion  is  attended  with  some  pain,  and  re-  with  the  oontraotion  from  this  cause,  with* 

quires   the  greatest  possible  perseverance,  out  contraction  of  the  knees  and  fleet  also  of 

both  on  the  part  of  the  medical  attendnnt  as  one  or  other  of  the  forms  I  have  mentioned 

well  as  on  that  of  the  patient,  for  unless  the  to  you,  or  else  a  general  spasmodie  condition 

treatment  is  most  unremittingly  followed  of   the' muscles,   aflecting    the  lower  ex-- 

up,  there  is  little  prospect  of  a  cure  being  extremities  solely,  or,  as  is  most  generally 

effected.  the  case,  a  spasmodic  condition  of  all  tfaie 

In  cases  that  have  arisen  f^om  adhesions  voluntary  museles,  and  I  may  add  also,  a 

in  the  joint,  when  the  joint  is  immoveable,  contraction  of  the  adductora  combined  ;  as 

and  when  upon  forcibly  attempting  to  flex  an  invariable  oonsequenoe,  the  one  leg  being 

It  no  pain  is  experienced,  I  would  not  ad-  thrown  and  retained  constantly  over  ite  fel«> 

vise  your  having  recourse  to  any  raeaiM  <|f  low.      A  case  now  in  the  Charity  illustrate^ 

restoration,  as  the  patient  possesses  a  limb  this  asost  folly,  for,  when  admitted,  both 

that  is  comparatively   useful,  although  K-  thighs  were  retained,  as  many  of  you  must 

mited  in  its  motions,  whereas  if  yon  rupture  luiv«  seen,  in  their  extreme  amount  of  ad* 

the  adhesions,  the  probability  is  you  will  duetion,  which,  vrith  the  eontraction  in  the 

not  eventually  improve  the  condition  of  the  knees  and  feet,  gave  the  boy  man  the  8p» 

patient— «t  least,  I  have  not  seen  any  perma-  pearance  of  some  liUeoos  msiforBatioB.    la 

nent  good  arise  from  snoh  treatment;  al-  tbeae  spasmodic  oases,  then  ^yoi'hamr  hi  ad* 
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Bxample  of  contraction  of  the  thifrbi  in  the 
adducted  and  flexed  position,  combined  with 
<iontraction  of  the  knees  and  feet.  The  feet, 
however,  in  this  inatance,were  both  contracted 
tn  the  form  of  talipes  varna.  In  the  case  from 
which  this  ent  was  talcen,  all  the  voluntary 
muscles  were  spasmodically  affected. 

di^on,  oontnctioD  of  the  koeet  in  the  flexed 
pofltion,  oomhiiicd  with  talipes  varus  of  one 
foctt  talipes  valgns  of  the  other,  (vide  Fig.  2) ; 
the  lower  estremities  being  perfectly  use- 
less, but  without  any  disease  or  disorganisa- 
tion of  the  joints  themselves,  as  also,  in  the 
congenital  oontraction. 

In  cases  arising  from  injury  to  the  spine, 
paralysis  is  the  immediate  result,  and  mpoo 
Tecovery  from  which  the  knees  and  feet  will 
be  found  very  generally  to  have  become  con- 
tracted :  when,  from  the  constantly  flexed 
position,  the  thighs  are  kept  in,  to  enable 
the  patient  to  swing  himself  between  two 
crutches,  oontraction  of  the  flexors  takes 
place,  so  that  alter  .the  deformity  has  been 
removed  in  the  knees  or  feet,  the  thighs  will 
be  fbnnd  oontracted,  and  of  course  present  a 
great  obstacle  to  the  patient  waUung  with 
any  degree  of  comfort.  I  attended  a  gentle- 
man eighteen  months  since,  for  contraction 
of  the  knee-joint  in  the  flexed  position, 
vhicfa  had  eadstedstacehiaiDfancy;  after  re- 


sCorfng  the  leg  to  the  itrmght  position,  I 
found,  on  his  attempting  to  nse  it,  that  tbo 
flexors  of  the  thigh  had  become  contracted, 
solely  from  that  limb  having  been  kept 
flcz^,  to  enable  him  the  more  convenienUy 
to  move  about  with  the  assistance  of  a 
crutch. 

In  rheumstis  inflammation  afliecting  the 
joint,  unless  the  means  employed  give  speedy 
relief  and  cot  short  the  attack,  a  change  in 
the  secretory  surface  of  the  synovial  mem- 
brane quickly  takes  place  ;  adhesions  are 
formed,  and  perfect  ankylosis  results  ;  so 
that,  as  in  the  knee,  unless  the  patient  pre- 
sents himself  within  a  short  time  from  the 
termination  of  the  acnte  attack,  you  will  in 
all  probability  be  unable  to  adopt  any 
means  which  shall  produce  a  beneficial  re- 
sult. 

Idiopathic  inflammation  of  thehip-jomt 
assumes  a  more  rapid,  violent,  and  destruc- 
tive character,  than  in  any  other  joint ;  for, 
in  a  few  hours,  a  patient  attacked  with  it 
suffers  from  disorganisation,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  of  the  cartilage  of  the  aoetaba- 
lum  or  head  of  the  femur,  producing,  if  not 
contraction,  a  grating  sensation  from  disor- 
ganisation, which  frequently  terminates  in 
the  hardened  ivory  condition  of  that  portion 
of  the  cartilage  which  has  thus  suffered,  and 
if  the  patient  is  confined  long  with  the  at- 
tack, contraction  of  the  flexors  and  adductors 
results ;  for  in  this  instance,  as  well  as  in  all 
others,  the  position  instinctively  maintained 
during  the  attack  will  be  that  which  occa- 
sions the  smallest  amount  of  pressure  in  the 
articular  cavity,  and  it  must  be  evident  that 
no  one  could  effect  this  so  completely  as 
the  adducted  and  flexed,  as  the  body  of 
muscles  acting  on  the  thigh-bone  are  by  thsa 
means  kept  in  a  relaxed  state,  and  the  ex- 
tensors of  the  thighs,  powerful  as  th^  are, 
become  and  continue  relaxed  and  passive  by 
the  same  instinctive  efforts  which  occasion 
contraction  of  the  flexors  and  adductors ;  for 
if  they  act  at  all,  they  can  only  do  so  by 
first  fixing  the  head  of  the  femur  on  the  ace- 
tabulum, which  must  irritate  and  increase 
the  inflammatory  condition  of  the  joint,  and 
of  course  add  to  the  pain  from  which  he  ia 
already  suffering. 

The  last  cause  I  shall  have  to  mention  ia 
strumous  disease  in  the  joint,  or  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  joint ;  most  frequently  in  the 
joint  itself.  This  cause  is  as  serious,  if  not 
more  so,  than  either  of  those  mentioned,  as 
it  but  too  frequently  terminates  in  the 
destmction  of  the  articular  cavity,  and  liga- 
ments connected  with  H,  oftentimes  also  of 
a  oonsiderable  portion  of  the  bones  surround- 
ing the  joint,  as  well  as  of  the  head  of  the 
femur  itself,  producing  a  change  in  the  rela- 
tive position  of  the  bones,  and  upon  the  sub- 
sideiuDe  of  the  diseased  action,  contraction  of 
the  flexors  and  adductors  will  be  found, 
togv^hM'  with  more  or  less  shortening  of  the 
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tntin  limb  from  the  Iom  of  sabttanoe,  and  prooea  It  aMlitod  by  the  limb  ncl  joint 

from  the  displacement  of  the  head  of  the  being  kept  at  reit  or  nearly  bo,  for  it  is  evi- 

bone,  which  as  a  rule  will  be -found  on  the  dent,  one  of  the  most  certain  means  of 

dorsom  of  the  ilium,  and  from  the  length  of  adding  to  the  diseased  action  already  in 

time  occupied  by  the  lestocatife.  process  in*  exiitenoe,  is  by  allowing  motion  of  any  kind 

this  affection,  under  the  moat  fa? oorable  dr-  to  take  place,  exoepting  that  only  which  is  of 

eumstanoes,  Ae  oontraction  becomes  proper-  the  most  passiTe  nature.  In  these  cases,  then, 

-  tionably  rigid,  and  will  require  the  greatest  I  would  advise  your  having  recourse  to  an 

care   and  attention  in*  the  treatment.     In  instrument  I  have  had  made,  similar  to  that 

eases  arising  from    either  of   the    causes  represented  in  Fig.  4,  which,  by  its  fixing 

mentioned,  the  nates  will  be  flattened,  from  the  pelvis,  and  Iwing  also  attached  by  the 

the  atrophied  condition  of  the  muscles  which  broad  webbing  strap  Co  the  chest  and  abdo- 

have  remained  passive ;   and  in  each,  with  men,  will  enable  you  to  keep  up  any  amount 

the  exception  of  the  last,  the  trochanter  of  extension  on  the  thigh,  first  bandaging 

major  will  be  found  in  its  proper  relative  the  foot,  leg,  thigh,  and  hip,  with  a  flannel 

position,  admitting  of  free  motion  in  every  roller ;  for,  as  I  mentioned  to  you  when  speak- 

direction,  as  far  as  the  contracted  muscln  ing  of  scrofulous  disesse  of  the  knee-joint, 

will  admit  of,  provided  the  integrity  of  the  unless  the  natural  temperature  is  kept  up, 

joint  is  not  disturbed.     In  the  last  cause,  the  restorative  process  cannot  go  on. 

however,  you  will  not  only  find  the  nates  In  cases  occurring  in  l^e  poorer  dasseSy 

flattened,  but  the  trochanter  major,  from  thn  whose  means  do  not  aUow  of  their  procuring 

displacement  which  has  happened,  project ,  an  instrument,  I  have  had  recourse  to  a 

and  of  itself  present  a  deformed  appearance,  straight  board,  corresponding  with  the  sise 

Patients  suffering  from  this  contraction  of  the  back,  with  an  extended  portion  to 
are  rarely  able  to  use  the  extremity  without  correspond  with  the  thigh  contracted,  webb- 
the  assistance  of  crutches,  and  if  thecontrac-  ing  straps  being  nailed  on  each  side  of  the 
tion  exists  to  a  right  angle,  the  leg  becomes  board,  so  that  the  abdomen,  chest,  and 
almost  useless ;  if,  however,  the  contraction  pelvis,  may  be  secured  tolerably  well :  of 
does  not  exist  to  so  great  an  extent,  they  course  a  pad  must  be  used,  to  prevent  any 
can  get  about  by  placing  the  toes  on  the  undue  pressure  being  made.  With  this  I 
ground,  and  by  the  yielcUng  of  the  lumbar  have  succeeded  in  bringing  down  the  thigh 
vertebrB,  or  by  wearing  a  bigh'heded  shoe ;  and  preventing  a  contraction  flnom  taking 
in  either  case  great  lameness  and  incon-  place.  You  cannot,  of  course,  restore  any 
venience  is  the  result,  and  very  frequently  amount  of  motion,  and  your  attention  must, 
contraction  of  the  knee,  or  of  the  heel,  is  a  therefore,  be  directed  to  bring  the  thigh 
consequence.  In  those  cases  of  contraction  straight  with  the  pelvis,  which  enables  it 
which  have  arisen  without  disease  in  the  patieat  to  use  the  leg  with  oomparatiTe  ease, 
joint,  the  only  method  of  walking  is  either  and  without  the  .use  of  crutches.  In  young 
by  the  head  and  chest  being  thrown  forward^  subjects,  provided  the  disease  has  subsided, 
or  by  the  yielding  of  the  lumbar  vertebrm  and  a  short  time  only  has  elapsed,  the  ^con- 
producing  lordosis,  the  nates  projecting,  so  traction  may,  as  a  rule,  be  removed  without 
that  under  any  circumstances  they  are  sub-  an  operation,  but  if  in  the  coune  of  exien- 
jected  to  greater  inconveniences  than  by  most  sion  any  of  the  superficial  muscles  are  found 
of  those  contractions  previously  mentioned,  to  be  rigidly  tense,  a  division  of  them  had 

TVez/iNMif.— The   treatment  consists  of  better  be  ^ected.     In  the  older  sulqects, 

mechanical,  or  surgical  and  mechanical,  and,  and  when  the  disease  has  ceased  to  exist  for 

in  incipient  cases  of  disease  in  the  joint,  any  length  of  time,  although  the  new  matter 

local  and  general  means  also.  may  not  have  become  consolidated,  you  will 

In  incipient  cases  arising  from  disease  in  find  the  contraction  rigid,  and  scarcely,  if 
the  joint,  it  has  been  recommended  that  two  any,  perceptible  motion  can  be  discovered ; 
or  three  years  should  be  allowed  to  elapse  you  must  then  be  guided  by  the  rigidity  of 
before  any  attempta  are  made  to  remove  the  the  muscles  themselves,  as  well  as  by  the 
contraction.  This,  from  my  experience,  is  patient  complaining  of  pain,  upon  forcible 
unwise  and  unneceasary,  if  it  is  not  directly  extension  being  kept  up,  for  so  long  as  there 
injurious  to  the  patient,  which  I  believe  it  to  is  no  ossific  union  yon  may  on  all  occasions 
be.  The  plan  I  have  adopted,  alter  the  relieve,  if  not  remove,  the  contraction.  A 
active  symptoms  of  the  disease  have  subsided,  case  of  this  kind  was  some  time  since  ad- 
is  to  keep  up  a  constant  steady  extensioo,  to  mitted  into  the  Charity,  in  which  the  thigh 
such  an  extent  only  as  will  not  admit  of  the  waa  contracted  to  a  right  angle  vrith  the 
patient  suffering  from  pain,  which  can  be  pelvis,  and  the  boy  could  not  use  the  limb  in 
done  at  the  same  time  the  general  health  is  the  least  (vide  Fig.- 3).  No  motion,  or  trace 
being  attended  to,  and  any  local  irritant  up-  of  it,  oonld  be  dlMOvered  by  the  use  of  great 
plied,  should  it  be  thought  necessary :  in  this  force.  It  was  proposed  to  saw  through 
way  not  only  ii  the  contraction  prevented  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone  (Dr.  Barlow's 
froiD  becoming  confirmed,  but  the  reitorativt  opcrattoh,  of  Philadelphia},  and  the  fether 
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of  the  boy  atieoted  to  iti  being  done. 
I  ezamined  him,  howefert  carefaUj  and 
repefttedljTt  snd  adopting  the  eonrae  I  have 
recommended  to  yon,  namely*  the  keepmg 
up  of  forcible  extension  for  some  time  when 
a  dodbt  exists  of  ankylosis  hsTing  taken 
place,  I  found  the  rectos*  tensor,  Taginae 
femoriSf  and  adductors,  contintte  rigidly 
tense,  which  they  would  not  have  been  had 
the  ankylosis  been  perfect,  for  in  that  case  they 
are  perfectly  relaxed ;  I  therefore  proposed 
that  the  ditision  of  as  many  as  possible  of 
the  contracted  muscles  should  be  first  tried, 
as  in  the  CTont  of  that  not  sueoeedtng  the 
patient  would  be  in  no  worse  condition  than 
he  was  before :  pecordingly,  this  was  done. 
The  rectus,  adductor  longus,  and  teoaor 
TSginK  femoris,  were  divided,  and  after  the 
punctures  had  healed,  extension  was  kept  up 
by  the  instrument  represented  in  fig.  4, 


when  I  had  the  aetiifiiiiltin  «f  findfaig  tbe 
^h  yield  about  half ;  and  althiNi^  I  iUladl 
in  bringing  it  into  the  straight  posttioa  witk 
the  pelvis,  yet  it  was  ao  Ihr  reduced  that  tihe 
boy  could  get  about  comfortably  with  m 
stick,  whereas  previously  his  only  means  of 
locomotion  was  with  crutches. '  So  that  m 
these  apparently  hopeless  cases  gieat  good 
can  be  effected. 

The  mode  of  perfbrmii^  the  opention  i» 
as  follows : — Let  the  patient  lie  on  his  badc^ 
and  first  feel  for  the  front  edge  of  tiie  teaaor 
vaginse  femoris,  then  iuiroduce  a  long  sharp- 
pointed  knife  to  its  inner  side,  and  as  soon 
as  you  have  carried  the  knife  as  far  as  th« 
breadth  of  the  mnscle,  turn  the  sharp  edge 
towards  it,  and  divide  it  from  withm  ont« 
wards ;  you  then  proceed  to  the  division  of 
the  rectus  in  the  following  manner :  intro* 
duoe  a  sharp-pointed   knife  on  ita  iBDCr 


Fig.  ^ 


An  UlastratioB  of  coutractien  .of  the  bip-ioint  at  right  angles,  taken  from  a  pat&eat  about  16  years 
•f  sge.  The  contraction  had  arisen  from  disease  in  the  joint,  which  bad  also  resulted  in 
disy^emeDt. 
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„  '—  ncu-^  M    poHJbla    faorlniitally  actou 

'^'°-  *■  from  without  Inwvdi,  i.  «.  t0«4rdi  tha  akin 

oa  the  ioncr  nda  of  tha  thigfa,  tnn  the  tfawp 
edge  towardi  the  nsade,  tad  dindi  it.  Bj 
thw  mods  Ton  ma  do  riik  of  pBactDring  ^ 
uterjr ;  tbt  oovpMe  diTiooo  of  ■  inall 
branoh  *aald  ht  at  aa  mommt,  u  ■  eom- 
preu  ■ml  bandage  will  sfattuallj  oootrol 
it  1  jaa  cMiDOt,  iiowenr.  exernM  too  great 
captJOD.  Alter  the  djiliioD,  place  pledget* 
of  Jiat  OTer  the  poiati  of  pgocture  anffi- 
ciendj  large  to  preTent  anyTenoiu  bleeding, 
and  eccDie  titeni  with  itiapplag  end  bandage, 
whicb  foa  abould  allow  to  remaia  for  a 
week.  AfUrwordi,  spplf  the  initrnmeDt 
menCioiMd,  mod  prooeed  with  the  eiteuioD 
ai  npidlj  aa  the  tediogi  of  the  patient  will 
.  admit  of.  OsoanooaUr  fow  will  find  oolf 
one  of  the  nnuclea  mentioned  tenae,  which 
of  coorae  aimpllGaa  tha  opantioo.  In  thoae 
CBiea  of  contraction  which  ariae  from  cere- 
bral or  ipinal  irritation  or  diaeaae,  and  in 
which  tile  hneea  and  feet  are  alao  contracted, 
I  wonld  adTiae  joor  operating  tint  on  tha 
kneea  and  feet,  and  when  dieu'  Qomial  po> 
aition  ii  reatored  proceed  with  the  Hiigha. 
In  wnie,  howerer,  yon  will  be  dmipdled, 
from  the  great  imaiul  of  contraction  of  the 
KiDKlea  of  the  thighs,  to  abdact  them  befora 
jou  can  conrenlend;  fbUow  np  tbe  afler* 
treatment  of  the  kneea  or  feat.  In  tbe  eaag 
]  mentioned  to  jron,  new  in  the  warda.  It 
would  hBTe  been  Impoaaible  to  bafe  tnated 
tbe  kneel  or  feet  without  fint  abductiiv  the 
thigh,  which  waa  therefore  the  Grit  atep  in 
the  treatment,  and  the  boy  now  ha*  bla 
limbi  reatored  to  their  aKtuwl  poaitioD : 
yoa  will  tberalare  be  gwded  aeooiding  to 
(•reDnuUneei.  In  tba  iligbter  cue*  of  cob- 
tnctiDn,  wbieta  e*iet  wMurat  diaeaae  in  tbe 
articulation  ilaelf,  yam  maf  prooeed  io  the 
nwoner  deacribad  in  mykat  leoture.witbaat 


the  under  aarface,  depreaa  the  handle,  and  the  beet  to  the  toe,  wImo,  poiacaring  the 

carry  tbe  knih  horiiontally  beneath  it  from  ff  naa  at  the  ankle  and  knee  jointi,  Bwy 

within  DDtwarda,  and  divide  It  tranaTcnely  "ill  be  enabled  to  get  aboat  with  comfort. 

fi-om  below  npoardi.     The  division  of  the  In  tbe  apaimodie  caati,  aapporti  from  the 

adductor  longua  will  require  great  care,  as  hipa  dawnwarda  ate  abaohilaJy  oeoaaiarj  to 

allhoDgfa  It  is  rendered   prominent   by  tbe  prermt  a   return  to  the  malpoailioD,  and 

Mnlracted  atats,  yet  it  ii  in  close  proiioiity  al»  to  enable  the  patient  to  take  eaerdie. 

to  the  femoral  veaaeli,andBa)rHtbegreatat  Tou   will   be   anrpnied  Co   aee   how   muob 

ptecButhms  are  taken,  riah  ii  ineamd  of  better  tbe  milder  ipaamodio  can  a  can  walk 

puncturing  tbem.    Tbe  mode  I  nsaally  adopt  than  conld  reaaon^ly  have  been  autidpaled, 

ia  ai  followa  ;    direct  an  a>aiaUnt  fnrcibly  to  although   die  apaamodic   oondition    of   the 

abdnct  the  thigh,  k>  that  tbe  tenaion  may  be  ranidei  itill  eiiata.     A  paliaut  lately  in  th« 

increased  ;  then  with  a  small  ualpe]  pnne.  Charity,  abont  14  yeara  of  age,  in  whom  I 

tore  the  fuciB  u  nearly  as  poaiible  to  tbe  diiided  the  ndductor  longoi  in  each  thigh, 

tmter  edge  of  the  nnscle,  carrying  the  knife  the  Aeion  of  both  knees,  and  the  tendo> 

directly  dawnwarda  upon  it ;  then  introduce  Achillea  in  each  biot,  ia  now  walking  wiib 

■  Unnt- pointed  hfllTc^paM  it  baaealh,  and  eompaiatira  caai,  and  baa  much  i^prored 
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rinoe  he  kft  the  Charity.     So  that  altiiongh  nfemd  to,  wMch  haa  takea  plaea  in  <mr 

these    are    perhaps    aa   little   enooiingiBg  own  time,  ia  pregnant  with  hope  for  a  aimilar 

as  any  case  of  deformity  you  may  meet  with,  reanlt  in  the  case  of  scarlatina.     It  ia  tnw 

yet  your  efforts  most  still  be  directed  to  do  that  in  respect  to  the  latter  disease  we  have 

as  mnch  as  the  case  admita  of,  which,  to  the  not  yet  disooTcred  a  pre?entiTe  sodi  aa  Tne- 

patients  themselTCs,  is  not  thought  insig-  dnation,    and    that   hitherto   no   external 

nificant,  from  the  comparative  comfort  with  arrangements  hare  been  found  to  arreat  its 

which  they  are  enabled  to  mo? e  about.  career,  as  draining,  TentiJation,  and  sewerage, 

have  checked  the  ravagea  of  continued  fever. 


Off  The  reduction  of  the  mortality  by 

n^«,«r« .  T«^,»„<«    .     ^^«^T,«  ,^  *  »,*^«.*  latina  to  any  very  great  extent,  aboold  that 

PERICARDITIS,  A    COMPLICATION  ever  occur,  tLnls^ason  to  bdieve  wlU  be 

AND  SEQUELA  OF  SCARLATINA  i  owing  to  the  discovery  of  some  sadr  pro- 

cess  as  inoculation  of  the  vims  of  n  aaild 

WITH  CABB8  AND  OBSKHTATIONS.  V^  «  iuw«u«mwu    w    m»   iri™   ui   «    wuu 

form  of  the  diaease,  or  of  a  mdder  analoginu 

By  S.  Scott  Alisok,  M.D.  disease,  to  some  improvement  in  eitennl 

Member  of  the  RovalCoDege  of  Physiciana,  arrangements,  or  to  an  internal  revolutioii 

London ;  Pliytician  to  the  Norttieni           .  m  the  human  economy. 

i)ispenaary,  &c  &&  But  that  the  morUlity  of  scarbtina  maj 

(Fbr  the  Medieai  Oazette,)  ^  reduced  in  a  moderate  and  even  a  con- 

^_^  siderable  degree  without  a  process  analogona 

to  vaccination,  without   the  discovery  of 

PericardiiU  a  complication  and  sequela  ff  external  arrangements  protective  against  tlie 

ecarlaiina,-^MortaUty  from  ecarlatina.  diaease,  or  by  a  revolution  in  the  human 

—ComplicoHone  of  ecarlatinc-^Cant  1^  economy,  reoderiDg  it  incapable  of  undcr- 

.    pericarditU.^  Period   qf  acceuion   rf  going  the  disease,  or  less  prone  to  it.  there 

perieardiiie, — Character    qf   ecarlatina  ean  be  no  doubt.    Improved  medicine  ia 

complicated  with  pericarditie—Connee-  capable  of  effecting  thia,  and  until  other 

tion  with  flection  qf  the  kidne^e  and  njeans  are  discovered,  it  must  suffice  to  use 

.     arthritic  paini.—Treatment.  this  engine,  and  to  attain  this  end. 

Thb  moat  cursory  glance  at  the  abstracta  of  Medicine  will  be  improved,  and  thia  end 

•the  causes  of  death  in  this  country  prepared  attained,  according  as  oar  knowledge  of  dia- 

by  the  Registrar-Goieral,  suffices  to  indicate  ease  is  accurate  and  complete,  and  every 

the  great  importance  of  scarlatina  as  a  cause  cfontribution  to  the  history  of  disease  must 

of  mortality  in  this  country.     In  the  year  consequently  be  operative  to  the  end  of 

1840,  the  mortality  in  England  and  Wales  abating  mortality. 

.by  this  one  cause  alone  waa  no  less  than  Notwithstanding  that  the  history  of  sear* 

19,816,  and  in  the  metropolis  1,954.    The  latina  has  of  late  years  been  made  mora 

mortality  from  this  cause  is  perhaps  rendered  accurate  and  satisfactory  under  the  able 

still  more  striking  when  contraated  with  the  hands  of  Tweedie,  Burrows,  Wood,  Willis, 

mortality  of  two  very  important  diseases,  and  others,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 

vis.  small-pox  and  typhus.    In  the  same  much  is  still  wanting  to  complete  the  por- 

year,  viz.  1840,  the  number  of  deatha  in  Eng-  trait.     The    condition    of   certain   oigana 

laud  and  Wales  from  small«poB  waa  10,434,  during  the  disease  ia  not  well  known,  the 

being  little  more  than  half  the  number  of  complications  which  are  wont  to  ariae  are, 

deaths  from  scarlatina.    Again,  in  the  same  there  is  reaaon  to  conjecture,  not  all  fully 

year,  the  deaths  from  typhus  in  EUigland  and  made  out,  and  the  natiue  and  importance, 

Wales  were  17,177  ;  considerably  lesa  than  and  relatione  of  some  pathological  changea» 

the  deaths  from  scarlatina.  particularly  of  the  kianey  and  the  akin. 

The  importance  of  aoarlatina  aa  a  canse  which  are  wont  to  arise,  it  is  all  but  certain, 

of  death  is  further  shewn  by  the  great  mor-  have  yet  to  receive  mnch  important  eluci- 

tality  which  this  diseaae  haa  created  during  dation. 

the  thirteen  weeka  ending  the  28th  of  De*  A  more  extended  knowledge  of  the  oom- 

oember,   1844:  the  deatha  from  acarlatina  plications  snd  sequelie  of  scarlatinn  will 

were  no  less  than  872 ;  while  the  taumber  prove  highly  salutary,  both  by  leading  to  an 

of  deaths  from  small*pox  and  meaales,  al-  increaae  of  precaution  with  a  view  to  their 

though  both  were  epidemic,anionntcdreapeo*  prevention,  and  to  an  improvement  in  the 

tively  to  571  and  385.  treatment.     It  is  with  this  impression  that 

The  abatement  of  the  mortality  by  acar*  we  have  ventured  to  request  the  attention  of 

latina  is  an  object  of  the  utmoat  importance,  the  profession  to  a  few  facta  connected  with 

and  is  well  deserving  of  the  best  endeavours  thia  disesse  which  have  lately  foUen  under 

of  the  physician.    That  this  is  attainable  to  our  notice.     It  ia  confidently  anticipated 

at  least  a  certain  extent  there  can  be  no  that  these  facta  will  form  an  useftil  contri- 

donbt.    The  remarkable  abatement  of  mor*  bntion  to  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  and 

tiUity  by  the  two  diseases  which  have  been  lead  to  increased  watckiiiloeu  on  the  part  of 
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medScal  pmotUkmeri  wben  treating  Mtr-  t&oiiem  Indt,  aliqaot  ab  ipto  rebte  Uttorbi 

ktina.  cjusdem  raspkaonem  in  nobis  morent." 

It  baa  been  long  familiarly  known  that  On   tbe  otber  band,  aereral  Teiy  able 

scarlatina  is  liable  to  be  dDmplicated  iritb  writers  and  mach  esteemed  authorities  boUi 

inflammation  of  the  brain,  of  its  investing  on  carditis  and  scarlatina,  make  no  aUnsion 

membranes,  of  tbe  oerrical  glands,  and  with  whatever  in  their  writings  to  pericarditis  as 

coma.     But  it  does  not  appear  that  peri-  a  complication  of  scarlatina.    Burserius,  in 

carditis  has  been  commonly  taught  as  a  com-  his  Institutes  of  Me^cine,  b  silent  on  the 

plication  of  this  disease.  subject  of  pericarditis,  although  he  says  that 

The  occurrence  of  three  cases  of  pericar-  in  the  bodies  of  several  perBons  who  died  of 
ditis  as  a  complication  of  scarlatina,  in  our  scarlet-fever  at  Florence  in  1717,  the  lungs, 
practice  within  tbe  last  few  months,  has  con-  pleura,  intercostal  muscles,  diaphragm,  kid- 
vinced  us  that  inflammation  of  the  pericar-  neys,  and  intestioes,  were  found  more  or  less 
dium  not  unfreqoently  complicates  scar-  inflamed.  Dr.  Wells,  who  was  amongst  the 
latina,  and  has  induced  us  to  refer  to  the  first  English  physicians  who  wrote  upon 
various  esteemed  writers  on  scarlatina,  for  anasarca  as  a  sequela  cf  scariet-fever,  makes 
the  purpose  of  discovering  what  notice  this  no  mention  of  pericarditis  in  his  paper  pub- 
complication  has  received.  lished  in   1806.     Dr.  William  Wood,  of 

A  few  writers  on  Bcarlatina  allude  to  peri-  Edinburgh,  in  his  detailed  and  carefbl  ac- 

carditis  as  a  complication.      Dr.   Geoige  count  of  the  epidemic  scarlet-fever  of  1835-6, 

Burrows  alludes  briefly  to  this  event,  in  the  published  in  the  47th  vol.  of  the  Edinburi^ 

article  Scarlatina,  in  the  Library  of  Medi-  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  ii  equally 

cine.    Dr.  Robert  Willis,  in  an  able  article  silent  on  this  subject.    But  in  this  instance, 

on  Anasarca  after  Scarlatina,  in  the  10th  as  in  others,  the  silence  may  have  arisen 

No.  of  the  London  and  Edinburgh  Journal  from  the  disease  having  been  overlooked 

of  Medical  Science,  remarks,  that  in  ex-  rather  than  from  its  non-occurrence.    This 

amining  the  bodies  of  those  who  bad  died  of  is  rendered  the  more  probable  from  a  pas- 

searlet-fever,  he  has  sometimes  found  in-  sage  in  his  paper^"  but  in  all  the 'cases 

flammation  of  the  pericardium,  and  ooca-  in  which  symptoms  indicating  an  aff^Bction 

sionally  tnwes  of  endocarditis.  of  the  head  and  chest  were  connected  with 

Some  writers,  also,  on  carditis,  have  re-  the  oedematous  state,  there  was  more  or  less 
marked  that  this  disease  occasionally  arises  general  febrile  excitement,  and  the  pulse 
as  a  complication  of  scarlatina.  Dr.  Joy,  was  occasionally  remarkably  frequent,  witb 
in  the  article  Carditis,  in  the  Library  of  the  heart  beating  tumultuously." 
Medicine,  says  :  *'  Pericarditis  frequently  Dr.  Geoige  Hamilton,  of  Fslktrk,  who 
makes  its  appearance  in  connection  with  the  published  a  careful  account  of  an  epidemic 
eruptive  fevers,  and  more  especially  with  of  scarlet-fever,  in  the  47th  vol.  of  the 
scarlatina:"  and  Dr.  Copland,  under  the  Edinburgh  MedloU  and  Surgical  Journal, 
head  Pericarditis,  in  tbe  Dictionary  of  Me-  does  not  once  allude  to  the  subject.  Dr. 
dicine,  remarks,  that  *'  internal  carditis  ap-  Hope,  in  his  paper  on  Pericarditis,  in  the 
pears  at  an  advanced  stage  of,  or  during  Cyclopaedia  of  PractiMl  Medicine,  and  in 
convalescence  from,  either  of  the  eruptive  his  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
fievers.'*  Rilliet  and  Barthes,  at  page  211  Great  Vessels,  makes  no  mention  of  scar- 
of  their  joint  work  entitied  Traite  des  Mala-  latina  as  a  cause  of  the  disease.  Dr. 
diesdesEnfants,writing  on  diseases  produe-  Tweedie,  in  his  valuable  contribution  on 
tive  of  pericarditis,  have  this  passage  :^"  II  scarlatina  in  the  same  work,  docs  not  allude 
en  est  deux,  toute-fois  la  scarlatina  etlerbeu-  to  pericarditis  as  a  complication  of  this 
matisme,  qui  nous  semblent,  quoique  dans  des  exanthesis.  Dr.  Watson ,  in  his  very  prae- 
droonstances  bien  difli^rentes,  pr^disposer  tical  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Physic, 
plus  que  les  autres  ii  cette  complication ;  le  does  not  place  pericarditis  amongst  the 
rfaeumatisme  par  analogic  de  nature,  la  scaria-  complications  of  scarlatina,  but,  on  tiie  con- 
tine  par  la  facility  avec  laqueUe  elle  se  trary,  mentions  that  the  aflbctions  of  the 
compUque  de  rinflammation  des  membranes  joints  similative  of  rheumatism,  occurring  in 
sereuses.' ' '  the  course  of  scarlatina,  may  be  distinguished 

Puchelt,  who  published  at  Leipsic,  in  from  true  rheumatism  by  tbe  absence  of 

1824,  a  short  dissertation  entitled,  *«  De  implication  of  tbe  heart.    He  addb,  that  in 

Carditide  Infimtum  Commentarius."  men-  no  instance  of  tumid  joints  occurring  in  the 

tions  scarlatina,  along  with  many  other  dis-  course  of  scarlatina  did  the  heart  become 

eases,  as  a  cause  of  carditis.    He  docs  not  affected.    Further,  thereis  reason  to  believe 

say  that  any  of  the  cases  of  carditis  which  that  the  profession  at  large  is  not  suflicientiy 

feU  under  bis  own  observation  were  preceded  aware  that  pericarditis  is  liable  to  complicate 

by  scarlatina.    Referring  to  Krukenbergios,  scsriatina.    In  conversation  with  many  well- 

be  says,  '*  Passim  carditidis  cum  morbilUs  Informed  members  of  the  profession,  both 

et  scarlatina  eoojunctc,  sed  obiter,  men-  physioins  and  general  practitioners,  we  have 
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foand  that    %  Utge   proportion  of  ttiem  percuation,  Absence  of  Te&pirMm,  and  by 

were  not  at  aU  cognixant  of  this  oompUoatilm  decided  increase  in  the  ▼olnme  of  the  righfc 

of  Bcarladna.  eide.    The  action  of  the  heart  was  Teiy 

It  wil}»  perbapa,  appear  to  the  profeeaioB,  rapid,  Tiolent,  and  tumnltaons.     There  waa 

that  although  pcricarditiai  as  a  complication  great  dyspnoea ;   the  patient  preferred  the 

of  acarlatina,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  novelty,  erect  position ;    he  moved  incessantly,  so  as 

that  the  sabjoct  is  nevertheieaa  worthy  of  to  oppose  grtsat  diffiealty  to  an  accorate 

being  aubmitted  to  ita  attention,  on  acoooat  examination   with    the    stethoscope.      Tlie 

of  the  pmisakm  of  the  aabject  altogether  by  pnlse  was  140  per  minute,  small  and  irri- 

many  esteemed  writers,  of  what  Dr.  Watson  table ;  respiration  was  60  per  minute ;  urine 

says  of  its  non-oocarrence  in  cases  of  tumid  non-albuminous ;  the  oonntenanoe  indicated 

joints,  astatementacaroelycorresponding with  the  greatest  anxiety ;  the  features  were  sharp  ; 

our  experience,  and  on  account  of  its  being  the  countenance  pallid,  and  the  eyes  active 

comparatively  unknown  to  many  members  and  bright.     The  patient  was  very  weak,  and 

of  the  profiession.  evidently  dying.    Spirits  of  nitrous  ether  and 

The  profesaion  will  agree  with  us,  we  cordials  were  ordered.     He  rapidly  became 

doubt  not,  in  Che  opinion,  that  every  one  worse  till  the  let  September.     He  was  thea 

of  its  members  should  be  fully  informed  on  seixed  with  great  restlessness.     He  called  out 

this  point,  both  on  account  of  the  great  im-  in  the  most  urgent  manner,  and  frequently 

portance  and  danger  of  the  complication,  atten>pted  to  vomit.     He  died  in  the  course 

and  from  the  fact  that  it  is  in  pericarditis,  of  the  afternoon. 

perhaps,  as  much  as  in  any  other  diaeaae,        Autopty, — 13  hours  after  death,  the  body 

the  benefit  of  prompt  treatment  is  most  was  inspected.     Thorax. — ^The  pericardiuin 

happily  displayed,  and  in  which  the  evil  of  was  intimately  attached  to  the  pleura-cos- 

oversight  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner  is  talis,  and  contained  about  six  ounces  cX  thick 

most  strikingly  and  perniciously  exhibitad.  sero-purulent  fluid,   which  rushed  out  as 

For  a  happy  issue  of  thia  complication  it  is  soon  as  the  scalpel  reached  tiie  cavity.    The 

peculiarly  necessary  that  the  practitioner's  pericardium  was  much  tiuckened,  both  where 

efforts  be  made  *'  dicto  dtius."  it  formed  the  containing  sac,  and  where  it 

The  writer  is  further  eacoursged  to  lay  invested  the  heart.  The  firee  surface  of  that 
this  paper  before  the  profession,  from  the  part  which  formed  the  bag  was  covered  with 
assurance  he  has  that  few  disoovesies  in  the  shreds  and  patches  of  lymph,  of  a  f^t 
history  of  disease  have  contributed  more  to  yeUow  colour,  while  the  membrane  Itself 
the  safety  of  the  afflicted  than  the  almost  was  of  a  rosy  hue.  That  part  of  the  peri- 
recent  discovery  of  the  very  common  con-  oardium  which  invested  the  heart  and  the 
nection  between  acute  rheumatism  and  commencement  of  the  great  vessels  was 
pericarditis.  covered  with  a  dense  rough  coating  of  co- 
agulated lymph.     A  few  loose  bands  of  fidse 

Cask  I. — J.  S.,  «t.  4  years,  a  fine  healthy  membrane  connected  the  free  surface  of  the 

boy,  became  affected  with  scarlatina  about  the  pericardium  and  that  part  of  the  membrane 

beginning  of  last  June.    The  disease  was  which  invested  the  anterior  part  of   tiie 

smartv  attended  with  considerable  pyrexia,  heart.    We  add  the  other  morbid  signs. 
The  throat  was  much  inflamed  and  swollen ";        The  pleura  pulmonalis  of  the  left  side  was 

the  eruption  was  general  and  vivid,  and  the  connected  with  the  pleura  costaKs  by  means 

cuticle  desquamated  freely.    The  child  was  of  a  few  thin  adhesions.    The  cavity  of  the 

recovering  his  health,  and  was  going  out  a  right  pleura  was  occupied  by  sero-purulent 

little  into  the  open  air,  when,  about  three  fluid  of  a  green  colour,  inoffensive.    Hie 

weeks  from  the  acoeasion  of  the  exanthem,  right  lung  was  solidified,  shrunk,  and  re- 

the  scrotum  was  observed  to  be  swollen,  tracted,  lying  alongside  the  vertebral  column. 

From  this  tifioe  the  snr&ce  of  the  bbdy  began  The  air  cells  were  totally  obliterated ;  a  fiew 

to  swell,  and  the  padent  became  much  en*  of  the  minute  bronchial  tubes  were  solidified, 
laiiged  from  effusion  in  the  oeUuhir  tissue.         The   abdomen,~^Tb.e    peritoneal    cavity 

The  child  was  taken  to  one  of  the  hospitals,  contained  about  four  ouncea  of  green  aero- 

where  be  became  an  out-patient.     Under  purulent  fluid  of  leaa  consistence  than  that 

the  treatment. pursued,  the  anaaarca  greatly  found  in   the  thorax.      Several  adheaiona 

diminished,  but  the  child's  general  health,  were  found  between  the  anterior  part  of  the 

notwithstanding,  became  deteriorated.  liver  and  the  correaponding  part  of  the  peri- 

On  the  27th  of  August,  I  accideatally  toneal  covering  of  the  waifs  of  the  abdomen, 
saw  the  patient,  when  I  was  requested  to  Varioua  piecea  of  smooth  lymph  were  aeen 
preacribe  for  him.  There  was  then  very  lying  upon  the  liver ;  one  piece  of  this  sub- 
little  effusion  in  the  cellular  structure  under  stance,  in  the  form  of  a  band,  accompanied 
the  integuments,  the  left  teatia  was  enlarged,  the  round  Kgament.  The  liver  was  large, 
and  fluctuated,  effusion  within  the  right  and  contained  much  blood,  and  the  gall  blad- 
pleural  cavity  was  indicated  by  dnlness  on  der  waa  distended.   The  atomach  and  smaller 
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tntestmes  were  large,  the  cepnt  cscam  cqU,  eje  indicatee  alarm.    BoweU  open.    Urine 

and  the  whole  extent  of  the  colon,  were  much  rather  acantj,  high  in  oobar,  and  depoaili 

reduced  in  size.     The  colon,  in  no  part,  ex-  aediment  of  Utfai^  of  ammonia. 

oeeded  the  Uttle  finger  in  size,  and  it  was  YenmoBtioadaiMiaidaas.    MiatnnVini 

much  corrugated.    The  apleen  was  healthy.  Antimonu  Potaaro-Tartratia,  et  Nitratia 

The  kidneys  were  large  and  firm,  54  inches  Potaasas,  sspe  sumenda.    Capiat  grana 

in  length.    The  surface  was  mottled  froiq  duo  Caiomelanos  qoaqae  tertia  bora, 

the  presence  of  minute  yessels  on  the  cor-  Applicentnr  faimdtnes  tree  pneoordiis. 

Ucal  substance,  which  was  somewhat  pale  5  ,*,»«..,,            ,.  ,,               , 

a  condition  noticed  by  Dr.  WiUis  in  some  .    r*°r"P®  °*°°°.  ^^  w»gntly  cupped, 

cases  of  anasarca  after  scarlatina.    The  cor-  nad  no  buffy  coat ;  the  serum  was  straw-co- 

tical  substance  throughout,  although  pallid,  lo«red»  specific  gravity  1025.     The  patient 

contained  many  small  Tesscls,  and  a  few  ^^  ^^^^  ™"ch  better,  he  has  passed  a  good 

very  minute    granules.      The  left  kidney  night,  and  the  pain  is  much  abated ;  throb- 

wdghed  two  ouices  and  thirty  grains ;  the  Jin«  »*  pnecordU  U  considerably  reduced, 

right,  two  ounces  and  ninety  graina.  ^^^  ^^^  ^.l^^^'^?  ^"„  "^'^    unusuaUy 

The  cavity  of  the  left  tunica  vaginalis  was  S^^^  *   P°]»e  120  and  full ;    cough  is  less 

obliterated,  except  for  a  amaU  space  in  front  frequent,  face  is  less  anxious :  leeches  bled 

of  the  testis.    It  had  been  the  seat  of  inflam-  ^e"  *    »^<x»^  frequent,    of  green    colour  5 

matory  action,  and  adhesion  had  taken  place.  n"°e  paler,  reddens  litmus ;  heat  giveano 

The  smaU  remaining  cavity  was  fiUed  with  ^precipiUte. 

two  drachms  of  sero-purulent  fluid  of  a  Repetantur  Pulveres  et  Mistara,  et  appli* 

green  colour  and  of  a  very  thick  oonsistenoe.  oentur  himdines  ties  prscordiis. 

The  testis  wss  healthy.  18th.— PStient  is  easier,  less  pain  m  re- 

^        TV      •.«.!.  <».T        tt%MA      n    J    •  1.  pon  of  heart,  palpitation  further  reduced, 

n  ^u"JJT^^^^  ^''\  18^^--f "f *?[«*  puUe  1 12.  complZs  of  pain  in  the  nape  of 

Cook,  aged  6  years,  a  weU-grown  stout  boy.  J^^  „^  ^  ^^  ^^^  J«g«vated  by  mo- 

eigoymgon  the  whole  good  health,  IS  reported  ^^      He  criS  with  the  plhi  of  wrist,  when 

to  have  suffered  an  attack  in  the  left  hypo-  ^^  ^^^s  that  part,  as  in^eavouring  to  sit 

chondnac  region  of  an  inflammatoiychaffac.  „pi„bed.   SeVml  green  stoob ;  urine  pale, 

ter  some  years  ago.  fh>m  which  he  made  a  ^^^  ^^^^^  of  ammonia,  reddens  litmus ; 

perfect  recovery.    He  was  m  perfect  h^th  ^^^       ^^  ^020 ;  neither  heat  nor  nitrii 

m  seven  days  ago,  when  ht  was  found  to  ^  ^^*  pwdpltate  of  albumen, 

be  ailing.    The  illness  proved  to  be  scarU-  «.T,».  .        a**,         ^t 

tina ;  the  eruption  came  out  on  the  second  Rcpetantur  Mistura  et  Pidveres  Calomdo- 

day,  was  vivid  and  general  throughout  the  ^P^:  Capiat  Unguenti  Hydrannrn  For- 

body,  and  disappeared  on  the  fifth  day.  tionat  grana  qunque,  bis  m  die.     Ap- 

During  the  night  of  the  sUth  day  he  was  pUcctur  Unguentum  Hydrargyri  For- 

suddenly  seized  with  violent  pain  in  the  Uons  pneoordiis. 

praecordial  region  ;  he  became  exceedingly  19th.— No  pain  in  region  of  heart  1  pal- 

restless,  agitated,  and  he  endeavoured  to  lie  pitaftioaa  farther  ivdnoed ;  pulse  100. 

Tk'*"  -^i!  '^T^^  ^L^  iocUnuig  to  Hepetantur  Mist.  Pulveres,  et  Unguentum 

the  right  side,    ^e  mother  remsAed  vio,  I^;dn«gyri  et  interne  et  extern!    Ap- 

lent  palpitations  of  the  h«irt,  and  becoming  plisetnr  Empl.  Lytt»  pneoordiis. 

apprehensive,  requested  the  wnter  to  see  her  '^                <-       ^       r 

child.     He  was  seen  within  twelve  hours  of  20th.— Pulse  100 ;  no  pain  in  region  of 

the  seizure.    He  complained  of  severe  pain  in  heart;    countenance  placid  s    appetite    re- 

the  region  of  the  heart,  increased  by  pressure  turning. 

in  the  epigastric  region,  and  by  coughing.  Bepetantar  Medicamenta* 

The  soft  parts  at  the  prvoordial  region  are  22d.— la  sittbg  op  in  bed ;  acareely  any 

lifted  to  an  unusnally  great  extent  by  the  pain  in  nape  of  neek  or  wrist ;  complains  of 

apex  of  the  heart.   The  impulse  of  the  heart  teeth  being  very  paiaftil,  bat  the  gams  are 

is  much  stronger  than  natural,  and  U  Mt  not  swollen.    No  nibbing  or  beUows  aoond 

over  the  whole  anterior  surface  of  the  left  to  be  heard. 

side  of  thorax,  from  the  second  rib  down-  c--.«*  mttm^^^  nu^  ^  lur..^..^.  «..». 

_.       mi.   1.     J  •    1*^  J  V    ^1.    •       1  onmac.  niisvuram  Knei  et  inagnesue.  earn 

"•f^^  ^  ^'*.'!k''**'  •*?  the  unpul*.  ^^       j^  Uxand. T 

as  IS  likewise  the  stethoscope  to  sudi  an  ex«  '^          ^ 

tent  as  to  cause  considerable  rubbing  on  the  After  the  lapse  of  ten  daya,  during  which 

ear.  which  might  be  mistaken  for  rubbing  the  patient  had  been  sitting  ap  out  of  bed, 

sound  proceeding  from  the  heart.    The  most  he  becaioe  the  subject  of  anasarca  with  alba« 

cautious     examination     discovers     neither  minariay  in  the  coune  of  which  several  cir- 

rubbing  nor  beUows  sound.    The  patient  is  camstances    of  interest    were    noted,  but 

troubl^  with  a  frequent  short  cough.    The  which  need  not  be  mentioned  here.    It  will 

pulse  is  regular,  full,  and  120  per  minute,  suffice  to  say,  that  under  the  use  of  gentian 

The  expressioa  of  hce  is  anxious,  and  the  and  spirits  of  nitrous  Kther,  together  with 
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the  warm-badi  and  wbe,  thefweDing  rapidly  days  lie  wai again  Kiied  with  what  macnllrd 

disappeared,  and  the  nrine  became  perfectly  a  pleuritic  attack,  when  he  was  again  trenfccd 

healthy.    At  the  present  Ume  (18tn  Dec.),  by  leeching.    From  this  he  made  an  inoona- 

the  patient  is  strong,  nins  about  the  house,  plete  recovery,  and  has  been  ailing  more  or 

and  is  rapidly  regaining  his  florid  colour,  less  ever  since ;   the  *'  thumping"  of  heart 

The  heart's  action  is  sUll,  howeyer,  abnor-  still  continuing,  with  occasional  pain.    Such 

mally  increased  to  a  slight  extent.  is  the  report  of  the  mother  and  of  the  patient. 

I  deem  it  of  importance  to  mention  that  At  present,  the  Hct  is  decidedly  of  a  UtiiI 
the  patient  was  visited  at  my  request  by  my  hue ;  the  expression  is  anxious  and  timid ; 
friend  Mr.  Dalton,  of  the  Northern  Dispen-  the  pulse  is  feeble,  100  per  minute,  weaker 
sary,  a  few  days  after  the  onset  of  pericar-  and  smaller  at  right  wrist  than  at  left.  Ilie 
ditis,  and  that  he  was  fully  satisfied  of  the  impulse  of  heart  is  increased  both  in  fonse 
heart  having  been  the  seat  of  active  inflam*  and  in  extent ;  it  lifts  the  hand  and  the  ate* 
mation  within  the  few  preceding  days.  There  thoaoope :  there  is  no  bellows  sound,  nor 
is  one  point  of  interest  in  this  case  which  can  any  rubbing  be  heard.  The  patieiit 
may  be  here  mentioned  with  advantage;  the  starts  much  during  sleep;  tongue  dean; 
patient  frequently  felt  faint  during  the  course  bowels  open ;  appetite  good.  The  external 
of  the  anasarca,  and  the  pulse  of  the  right  juguhur  veins  are  unduly  distended,  and  iho 
wrist  would  fri^uently  become  impercep-  patient  lies  on  his  right  side.  Urine  is 
tible,  that  at  the  left  continuing  perceptible,  plentiful,  of  a  light  amber  colour ;  specific 
but  very  weak.  The  other  remarkable  fea^  gravity  1025  ;  heat  and  nitric  add  give  no 
tures  in  this  case  shall  be  laid  before  the  pro-  predpitate ;  reddens  litmus  paper.  Slight 
fsssion -ere  long,  together  with  the  histories  counter-irritation  was  applied,  and  a  mixture 
of  several  other  interesting  cases  of  anasarca  of  Tincture  of  Hyoscyamus  and  Seaqui-car- 
following  scarlatina,  which  it  is  believed  will  bonate  of  Soda  was  ordered ;  a  few  doaes  of 
throw  some  new  and  valuable  light  on  the  Hydrargyum  c.  Creta  were  also  prescribed, 
pathology  of  the  disease,  and  lead  to  a  more  He  improved  considerably  under  this  treat- 
discriminating  treatment  of  this  sequda  of  ment,  and  the  impulse  of  heart  abated  oon* 
scarlatina.  dderably.    On  the  30th  December,  at  our 

V^ith  a  view  to  remove  all  reasonable  request.  Dr.  Taylor  examined  the  patient, 

doubt  on  the  minds  of  any  one  respecting  Nodoubt  of  the  heart  being  diseased,  certainly 

the  morbid  condition  of  the  heart,  it  was  de-  not  to  a  great  extent,  was  enterttined,  yet  it 

termined  to  submit  the  patient  to  an  eminent  was  deemed  advisable  to  request  the  opinion  of 

stethosoopist.    Dr.  Taylor,  of  Keppel  Street,  another  physician.      The  following  is  his 

was  good  enough  to  examine  him,  and  the  report : — '*  Feoe  and  lips  somewhat  livid ; 

following  is  his  report.    The  examination  impulse  of  heart  perhaps  slightly  increased 

took  place  on  the  30th  December.     '*  Pulse  in  fbroe  and  in  extent ;    sounds  of  heart 

at  right  wrist  smaller  and  weaker  than  at  healthy ;   less  vesicular  respiration  in  left 

left ;  impulse  of  heart  too  strong,  heaving,  than  in  right  lung  inferiorly ;   percussion 

and  fdt  over  a  considerably  lugcr  space  duller  on  Idt  side ;  both  sides  measure  alike 

than    natural  i    sounds    of   heart  healthy,  from  spine  to  sternum ;    vocal  resonance 

with  perhapa  a  trace  of  murmur  bdow  nip-  much   the  same  on  both  sides ;  pulse  at 

pie ;   dulness  over  heart  extends  to  upper  right  wrist  is  weaker  than  at  left  wrist, 

border  of  fourth  rib,  and  extends  transversely  12th  Jan. — The  patient  has  for  the  last 

two  inches ;  apex  of  heart  beats  between  few  days  taken  a  mixture  of  iodide  of  iron, 

fifth  and  sixth  ribs.     There  is  moderate  He  is  now  stronger,  and  experiences  no  pain 

hypertrophy.    Respiratory  sounds  healthy,  in  the  region  of  the  heart.     On  placing  him 

befora  the  window,  the  left  mammary  region 

Cabs  II  I.— 27th  Dec.  1844. — John  Jones,  is  seen  to  be  more  prominent  than  the  right, 

set.  9,  well  grown,  of  pravious  good  health,  in  and  the  action  of  the  heart  is  seen  to  move 

comfortable  drcumstanoes,  was  seised  with  the  soft  parts  more  than  natural.    A  line 

scarlatina  nine  weeks  ago.    The  eruption  was  drawn  from  the  middle  of  the  sternum  to  the 

general,  and  remained  out  two  or  three  days ;  left  nipple  is  a  quarter  of  an  inch  longer  than 

the  throat  was  affected  to  a  alight  extent  a  line  drawn  from  the  same  point  to  the  right 

only.    The  patient  complained  of  pain  in  nipple. 

chest,  and    '*  thumping  and  knocking"  of  Ftom  the  occurrence  of  two  unequivocal 

the  heart  during  the  period  of  the  eruption,  cases  of  pericarditis,  and    of  a   third   of 

At  the  same  time  he  suffered  severe  pains  all  perhapa  a  doubtful  character,  in  the  practice 

over  the  body,  but  parttcukrly  in  the  ankles,  of  one  physician,  in  the  course  of  a  few 

which   ap|)eared    to    the    mother    slightly  months,  it  a^ipeara  reasonable  to  condude 

swollen.    The  urine  wsa  scanty,  and  caused  -  that  this  complication  is  by  no  means  rare, 

pain  when  vdded.    The  medical  attendant  The  comparative  infrequency  of  its  detee* 

said  that  the  boy  was  suffering  from  pleurisy,  tion  is  not  conclusive  evidence  against  the 

and  applied  leeches  to  the  chest.    The  pa-  fon^oing  supposition.     Many  circumstances 

.tient  improred,  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  conspire  to  render  it  possible  tJiat  the  con- 
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plication  may  hate  been  overlooked.    Scar*  not  nnfreqnently  inoceed  in  deteotin^  this 

latinaia  a  diaeaae  of  children,  and  it  most  be  complication  for  the  future,  and  it  ii  highly 

admitted,  that  their  maladies,  at  leaft  in  important  that  to  momentoai  a  complica- 

this  country,  have  not  reoeiTod  that  large  tion  be  early  discovered,  in  order  that  it  may 

measure  of  attention  which  has  been  ac-  be  speedilv  put  down, 

corded  to  the  diseases  of  adults.    Children  These  objects,  viz.  an  early  discovery  of  the 

are  rarely  admitted  into  the  great  hospitals  complication  and  a  speedy  extindtion  of  the 

of  tins  country,  where  disease  is,  in  a  pre-  evil,  will  meet  with  ranch  impediment  if  the 

eminent  manner,  most  amply  investigated,  profession  be  only  partially  informed  on  the 

by  the  highest  order  of  physicians.     It  is  subject,  or  if  there  be  permitted  to  prevail 

consistent  with  fact,  to  say,  that  the  vast  an  idea  that  the  complication  is  only  of  very 

majority  of  scarlatina  cases  fall  into  the  rare  occurrence :  Pudielt  has  aptly  expressed 

hands  of  gentiemen  in   general  practice,  the  danger  from  this  source.     "  Nihil  autem 

whose  extensive  engagements  preclude  for  magis  diagnofi  justse  versque  obest  quam 

the  most  part  their  paying  very  great  at-  prseoncepta  de  raritate  morbt  cajusdam  sen- 

tention  to  the  leas  striking  features  of  disease,  tentia ;  qui  enim  rarissimus  habetur  morbus 

and  almost  preclude  the  poesibility  of  making  raro  quoque  venit  in  mentem  medici,  et  ubi 

post«mortem  examinations.  Further,  thede-  adest  aut  omnino  non,  aut  justo  serins  cog- 

tection  of  pericarditis  is  attended  with  connde-  nosdtur." — Dt  Cardidite  l^fmnium  Com* 

ruble  difficulty.  RilUet  and  Barthes  point  this  metUarhu. 

out  in  the  following  passage.    "  Les  symp-  Period  qf  aeceookm  qf  p€riemrditi$»^^Jt 

tdmes  de  la  pericudite  ne  sont  pas  facilea  is  impossible    to  say    positively  at    what 

k  constater  ches  les  enfants.  Le  pen  d'abon-  period  of  the  eianthem  the  affection  of  the 

dance  des  prodnits  phlegmasiques,  la  coin-  heart  supervened  in  the  first  case,  for  its  pre- 

eidenoed'autres  affections  graves,  qui  detour-  senoe  was  not  suspected  till  the  child  was 

nentrattentionderobservateur,oumasquent  dying.    But  firom  the  appearance  which  the 

les  prindpaux  ph^nom^es,  rabsenoe  de  la  heart  presents,  it  is  probable  that  the  disease 

douleur,  on  la  difficult^  que  Ton  ^prouve  ii  la  had  existed  at  an  early  period.    In  the  second 

constater,  Tagitation,  I'anxiet^  des  petits  case,  the  symptoms  of   pericarditis   were 

malades,  qui  empdchent  quelquefois  I'appli-  strongly  maniMed  on  the  seventh  day  of  the 

cation  de  Toreille  k  la  partie  anterienre  du  exanthem,  and  two  days  after  the  disap- 

thorax,  sont  autant  de  causes  qui  s'opposent  pearance  of  the  eruption.    In  the  third  case, 

k  oe  que  Ton  puisse  reconnaitre  ftcilement  la  the  knocking  of  the  heart,  and  pain  in  the 

plegmasie." — p.  205.  region  of  that  organ,  took  place  during  the 

It  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  not  a  period  of  the  eruption.    Hius  in  two  of 

few  cases  of  organic  alteration  of  heart,  even  these  three  cases  the  pericarditic  inflamma- 

in  adults,  may  owe  their  origin  to  scarlatina  tion  took  place  during  the  first  few  days  of 

which  had  occurred  during  infiincy  or  child-  the  illness,  and  it  is  not  at  all  improbable 

hood.    The  attack  of  pericarditis  may  have  that  such  was  the  case  also  with  the  other, 

been  altogether  overlooked,  and  the  chronic  Charoeter  qf  the  oearM  fever. -^In  all 

disease  to  which  it  has  given  rise  may  not  the  three  cases  there  was  what  might  be 

have  attained  to  such  a  height  as  to  excite  called  considerable  inflammatory  fever ;  the 

the  attention  of  the  patient  himself,  until  eruption  was  vivid,  and  remained  out  the 

many  years  have  rolled  past.    Further,  re-  usual  time.      The  fauces  in  all  the  csDea 

eent  experience  seems  to  show,  that  pericar-  were  more  or  less  inflamed  and  swollen.    The 

ditis  is  perhaps  occasionally  not  incapable  of  urine,  in  the  case  of  the  boy  Cook,  was 

spontaneous  cure,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  scanty  and  high  coloured  before  pericarditis 

this  complication  may  arise  and  disappear  supervened ;  in  the  case  of  the  boy  Jones, 

without  the  occurrence  ever  being  suspected,  the  urine  is  said  to  have  beei«  scanty  and 

We  would  warn,  however,  the  practitioner  Jiigh-coloored  during  the  eruption.     In  the 

against  supineness  under  this  view  of  spon-  other  case,  viz.  that  which  terminated  fatally, 

taneous  recovery.     He  must  act  as  if  he  felt  the  urine  is  reported  to  have  been  blood-red 

he  had  an  ever  active  and  dangerous  enemy  and  scanty  from  an  early  period  of  the  dis- 

to  contend  against.    Artuerot  Ko94vdorros  ol  ease.     Latterly  it  contained  no  albumen. 

Xaoi  ^pvdrrorrat.  The  mucous  membranes  are  reported  to 

Again,itisworthyof  notice,  in  connection  have  been  unusually  red  in  the  case  which 

with  the  question  of  the  frequency  of  peri-  terminated  fatally ;  in  the  case  of  the  boy 

carditis  as  a  complication  of  scarlatina,  that  Cook ;   the  tongue  was  red  with   elevated 

it  is  only  of  late  years  that  this  affection  has  papillae ;  in  that  of  the  boy  Jones  the  condi- 

been  noticed,  during  which  time  disease  has  tion  is  unknown.  Anarsacaof  a  very  decided 

been  subjected  to  a  narrow  and  strict  scrutiny  character  showed  itself  in  the  cases  of  J.  S. 

by    instructed  eyes,    which    was  formerly  and  theboy  Cook,  tiie  swelling  being  general: 

almost  unknown  in  any  department  of  me-  in  the  third  case,  that  of  the  boy  Jones,  it  is 

dical  sdenoe.  reported  by  the  mother  that  the  face  was 

It  is  anticipated  that  diligent  inquiry  will  swollen  some  time  after  the  eruption*    The 
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ikin  wn  rery  dry  and  desquamated  freely  in  ditis  is  liable  to  fbUow  obstnietiTe  disease  of 

the  fatal  case,  and  in  that  of  the  boy  Cook.  *  the  kidneys,  and  it  is  farther  familiar  to  all, 

Painfixl  affections  of  the  joints  occurred  in  that  obstractive  disease  of  the  kidney  is  not 

the    cases  of  Cook    and  Jones :    the  boy  nncommon  during  the  oonvalesoent  period  of 

Cook    suffered    much  in    the  nape  of  the  scarlet  fever.      It  would  indeed  be  difficult 

neck  and   in   the  right  wrist ;    Jones  ex-  to  explain  the  circumstance,  did  pericarditis 

perienced  pain  all  over  the  body,  but  parti-  not  occur  under  circumstances  known  to  be 

cularly  in  the  ankles.   It  is  uncertain  whether  productive  of  inflammation  of  other  serous 

arthritic  pains  were  experienced  in  the  fatal  membranes.    While  we  are  not  prepared  t3o 

case,  but  the  patient,  from  a  very  early  period  say  that  the  three  cases  which  have  been  re- 

of  the  disease,  cried  much  whenever  he  was  lated  did  not  owe  their  origin  to  the  first 

handled.  mentioned  source,  viz.  the  presence  of  the 

No  information  whatever  is  given  of  the  specific  poison  in  the  blood,  we  are  mucii 

character  of  the  scarlatina  in  the  cases  com-  disposed  to  think,  that  in  all  the  cases,  but 


plicated  with   pericarditis,   by  any  of  the  partieularly  in  the  fatal  case,  and  in  the 

writers  who  have  noticed  this  complication,  of  the  boy  Cook,  the  complication  was  inti- 

Rilliet  and  Barthez,  Burrows,  Copland,  Joy,  mately  connected  with  disorder  of  the  kidney, 

and  others,  are  alike  silent  on  this  important  In  both  of  these  eases  extensive  anasarca 

point,  at  least  so  far  as  we  have  been  enabled  followed  ;  and  in  tlie  other  case,  the  mother 

to  ascertain.     But  Dr.  Willis  has  informed  reported  that  the  face  of  the  patient  was 

us,  that  all,  or  neariy  all  the  cases  in  which  decidedly  swollen,  and  that  the  urine  was 

post-mortem  signs  of  pericarditis  were  found,  scanty  and  of  high  colour, 

had  been  conjoined  with  anasarca.  But  in  the  cases  of  Jones  and  Cook,  it 

In  a  case  of  carditis  related  by  Kruken-  may  be  objected  to  this  view,  that  the  affcc- 

bergius  which  followed  scarlatina — '*  cutis  tion  of  the  heart  preceded  the  disorder  of 

erat  sicca,  squalida,  non  adco  calida,  urina  the  kidney.     Now  certain  facts  which  have 

parca  et  turbida  sanguinem  in  se  continere  come  to  our  knowledge,   but  which  need 

videbatur.      Aliquot    diebus     praeterlapsis  not  be  detailed  at  length  here,  have  demon - 

fkcies  target."  strated  the  fact,  that  the  kidney  is  liable  to 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  all  the  patients  be  materially  disordered  within  the  first  few 

were  males,  and  under  ten  years  of  age.  days  of  the  exanthem.    The  secretion  of  the 

Catae$  of  pericarditie  eomplication. —  kidney  is  diminished,  and  its  chemical  cba- 

From  a  careful  consideration  of  the  par-  racters  are  altered.     The  appearance  too  of 

ticulars  of  the  three  cases  above  related,  the  kidney  is  also  morbid,  as  we  have  had  an 

and  of  the  pathology  of  scarlet  fever,  it  ap-  Opportunity  afforded  us  of  ascertaining.  Yet, 

pears  reasonable  to  conclude  that  pericarditis,  notwithstanding  these  conditions,  the  urine 

when  it  occurs  as  a  complication  of  this  ex-  hss  not  contained  albumen,  which  we  are 

anthem,  may  owe  its  origin  to  two  diflerent  disposed  to  believe  is  passed  only  sometime 

sources,  vis.   the  presence  of  the  specific  after  the  kidney  affection  has  become  es« 

poison  in  the  blood,  acting  as  a  local  irritant,  tablished,  at  least  in  some  ioatances. 

and  (Sxtending  throughout  all  the  membranes  Nor  is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that 

and  tissues  of  the  body,  and  the  presence  of  ^e  kidney  may  become  disordered  at  an  early 

crystallizable  compounds  in  the  blood  i^hich  period,  and  thus  lead  to  pericarditis  and  in- 

shonld  have  been  eliminated  from  the  system  flammation   of   other '  serous    membranes, 

by  means  of  the  kidneys,  but  which  in  con-  That  organ  is  one  of  the  chief  emunctories  of 

sequence  of  disease  of  these  emunctories  are  the  body,  and  it  is  notorious  that  almost  all 

not  nnfrequently  retained  in  the  circulation,  the  emunctories  of  the  body  are  early  irapli- 

Witfa  regard  to  pericarditis  arising  from  cated  in  scarlet  fever — ^witness  the  skin,  and 

tilie  presence  of  the  specific  poisons  in  the  mucous  membranes. 

blood,  it  may  be.  stated  that  it  is  analogous*  The  occurrence  of  aflbotions  simulating 

to  local  inflammations  which  are  wont  to  rheumatism   forms,  perhaps,  IHirtber  testi- 

eomplicate  continued  fever,  small-pox,  and  mony  of  an  early  implication  of  the  kidney, 

measles,  during  the  first  few  days  of  their  It  seems  probable  enough,  that  these  aifec- 

career.     Arising  in  this  manner,  pericarditis  tions,  like  rheumatism  and  gout,  depend 

foay  be  expected  to  occur  at  an  early  period  upon  the  presence  of  crystallizable  com- 

of  the  disease,  i.  e.  during  the  eruption,  or  pounds  either  formed  in  excess,  or  not  duly 

at  the  timfe  it  should  appear.  removed  by  the  kidneys. 

So  long  ago  as  1806,  Dr.  Wells  said, —  Tf^atmeni. — This  may  be  resolved  into 
"  Possibly  the  inflammation  of  the  internal  preventive  and  curative.  Preventive  treat- 
membranes,  if  it  ever  does  exist,  may  be  ment  must  comprise  means  which  will 
similar  to  that  which  occurs  in  the  skin  moderate  the  violence  of  the  exanthem  with- 
during  the  original  fever.''  out  unduly  depressing  the  powers  of  the 

Thatpericarditis  should  occur  in  the  course  system,  and  rather  direct  the  fury  of  the 

of,  or  subsequent  to  scarlatina,  is  not  sur-  storm  to  the  skin  than  to  the  internal  organs. 

prising.     It  is  weU  ascertained  that  pericar-  The  curative  treatment  must  be  guided  by 
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thofe  princSiplM  which  ngnkte  the  manage-  1S27,  was  affected  with  a  sudden  loss 

ment    of    inflammation    of   other    aerona  of  speech  for  an   hour,    after   which 

memhranes.    The  importaDoe  of  the  heart  weakness  of  the  limbs  supervened.  He 

miiat  rouse  to  activity.    But  it  will  be  the  then  recovered  for  some  months ;  but 

duty  of  the  physician  to  keep  in  mind  the  in  April  1828,  was  affected  with  stut- 

Btorm  through  which  the  patient  has  passed,  ^^^     ^^^  ^  tremulous  tongue.      On 

or  must  ncccssarfly  pass,  and  avoid  un-  May  27th,  I  saw  him.  compfaining  of 

duly     rtpcndmg     the     powcrt     of     the  «»rt{im  nnil  U-.  of  m^morv  %.«^  weak- 
tense  ; 

«,v<,.w»  -  *"^ 

rti^^y^LeSdiea  and^^i^I^^rVolliwdl  ^^^  ^«*.  »««^  J^  a  week  with  much 
by    cmmtor-irritation,    wUl  be   neocaaary.  amendment.     Then,  on  taking  wine 
As  a  general  rule,  it  would  be  prudent  to  and  eating  heartily,  he  got  severe  pain 
avoid    blisters  and   oil  of   turpentine,  as  at  the  right  temple,  with  vertigo,  and 
couiiter-irritanta,  on  account  of  the  kidney,  vomiting ;  the  pulse  was  contracted, 
men  ttie  <«««»»  connected  with  dUotder  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  forpA^eB. 
of  the  kidney,  which  will  be  the  case  m  most  '  're 
of  the  instances,  that  emunctory  must  be        In  a  short  time  he  became  as  well 
promptly  treated.      In  the  first  place,  it  as  before  the  attack  in  April,  except 
must  be  relieved  by  the  local  abstraction  of  that  slight  causes  would  induce  head- 
blood  (strength  permitting),  by  warm  bath-  ache. 

ing    and  purgatives,    when  not    counter-  Purgatives  contlnned. 

indicated  by  diarrhcea,  or  irritable  condition 

of  the  mucous  membrane.    As  it  is  time  to        July  1 7th.— At  noon,  a  pain  in  the 

conclude,  further  notice  of  pontlve  treatment  forehead,  and  temporary  loss  of  speech, 
most  be  omitted.     One  word  on  negative  v      t.         ^  ^ 

treatment.    Every  measuie  and  every  cir-  Leeches  and  purgatives. 

onmstanoe  most  be  oarelully  avoided  which  Then  a  tingling  in  the  arms,  oonfu- 
would  determine  to  the  heart  and  kidney,  gion  of  the  mind,  and  fulaess  in  the 
and  this  rule  should  be  observed  whether  our  head,  but  the  pulse  wesjc ;  blisters  re- 
treatment  be  preventive,  or  whether  it  be  jjeved  him  a  lUUe,  but  the  speech  con- 
curative.  Further  expenence  wiU  probably  ^^^^^^  affected,  and  the  disease  passed 
prove  that  aalinepurgatiTes  should  be  avoided  in*o  mania 
when  the  kidney  is  diseaaed.     The  celebrated 

axiom   of  Sydenham,   used  in  a  modified         n.-«vvTiT       a         ^      j  An 

aem^e,  appliii  to  the  cold  affusion  of  Dr.      J^^^^  XXIII.-A  maj,  afi(ed  42,  was 

Currie  in  scarlet  fever,  will  form  an  appro-  afected  m  AuMSt  1828,  with  spasms 

priate  termination  to  our  remarks  on  the  ?^  ^^^  ^^wer  limbs,  palsy  of  the  left 

treatment  of  pericarditis  in  connection  with  *cg,  incontinence  of  urine,  and  an  ir- 

seariatina—  regular  state  of   the    bowels  :    these 

«  jR*..  «««  *.rA  «„ii-  .14.  H.  ^.«-.   ^.«  symptoms  were  relieved  for  a  time  by 

'*  Airer  non  raro  nuUa  alia  de  causa,  quam     iri:-.A i;_'         ..  j  *       t    ^ 

nimii  medid  diUgenti&  ad  plaret  migrat."  blisters,  liniments,  and  aperients  ;  but 

^     .     ^,  ^    ^  in   November  1829,  he    again    came 

London,  Feh.  1845.  „nder  my  care,    for  long    continued 


pain  in  the  rectum,  impeding  walking, 
OBSERVAHONS  ^  sense  of  sleepiness  and  coldness  in 

the  thighs,  and  inability  of  betiding 

^^  ^"^  them  on  the  pelvis,  and  obstinate  coB« 

NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  THE    tiveness  ;  bb  gait  in  walking  was  that 

MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES         of  one  in  incomplete  paraplegia :    he 

OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM :  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  symptoms.    Blisters,  is-, 

-_,^-  _.,         .     ^  sues,  and  leeches  on   the  loins,  had 

With  ntuitratwe  Comu,  i^„  ^j^d  with  no  benefit ;  be  suspected 

By  Edwam  BlackmorI.  M.D.  Edinb.  J  disease  in  the  rectum,  but  none  could 

Meralier  Extraordinary  of  the  Royal  Medical  ^  '®"'»^  ®"  examination. 

Society  of  Edinburah,  and  Physician  to  Cupping  m  the  loins,  and  the  tnrpentine 

the  Bath  ftnitentiary.  liniment;      bbie    pill;    camphor   2* 

[Continued  fVom  page  638.]  grains,  thrice  a  day ;   and  oHy  dyaten . 

By  these  means,  he  felt  better  in  a 

Case    XXII.^A    master   manner,    fortnight;   when,  as  he  thought,  the 

aged  4»,  of  a  spare  habit,  while  vio*-    pain  in  the  arms,  and  cosliveness,  was 

lently  exerting  his  voice  in   August    the  cause  of  his  inability  to  walk,  (for 
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that  eight  months  previoosly,  on  this  creased  la  •trainioff  at  atool,  and 

heing   relieved,   he  could   walk   two  lieved   on   piles   cusehaKgiiig ;    pokie 

miles!)    Copaiha  was giTen^  with  par-  weak;   menstma  regular;   halnta  se^ 

gatives.  dentarji  and  two  glasses  of  wine  taken 

Dec.  lOth.—Relief.  daily. 

18th.— The  gut  irritated  by  the  me-  Regulated  diet ;  one  glass  of  wins  only. 

dicine.  taken  at  noon ;  walking  exerciae  in  dry 

22d.— The  palsy  remaining;  half  a  weather;  compoond  deooctkw  of  aloes, 

grain  of  the  powder  of  nux  vomica  was  and  pills  of  colocynth,  blue  piU*  and 

ordered  every  night.  camphor ;  friction  of  Uie  limbs  with  a 

25th. — A  sense  of  "searchins"  in  hot  flannel  and  hot  salt, 

the  rectum,  and  a  discharge  of  flatus;  ^his  treatment  relieved  the  bowels 

the  power  of  walking  improved.  ^f  ^  immense  load  of  fieces,  and  was 

Medicine  conUnned;  and  clyitere  of  cro-  followed  by  considerable  amendment 

ton  and  olive  oU.  in  gj^  weeks ;  but  not  by  complete  re- 

27th.— A  gentle  aperient  effect  from  ^o^^'T- 


leg.,  or^edbv  more  twrtehing.«.d  Jff^Set^thrjJn.'TX'SS: 

the  clysters  act  better.  «™«  u- J  i-Lj  \^    ul-*^      my'.H"^ 

10tt-Cly.ter.  ducontinued.  .tfych-  ^\^^'^  '  »J[?7i.J"*  ^i 

nia  xep^tei  a  third  of  a  gr^^^^^  SSu^TSSte^^'SLte^fS 

eoetivenMs:  afterwards  croton  oil  was  "^Ajtri^St^STv,!^^^  ^  "^ 

^.^«  ««»<>•»  •»^»»;»»  »Y%A  half  •  *r^iw%  ^"®  constitution  debilitated.     Her  re- 

?f  !LchS^  tw?««  i'  Sv  tS  th«l2h  ^^^  ^^  <^o«pl«*c  in  the  course  of 
with^rreUeT.  a  sclS^lfdf  st^h'  "^  °*^°^**''  after  toking  at  first,  Plum. 
Dia  vSTtakenina  month.    The  heat  "JtT"  ^'n  ^'^*'  '^"^k'  f.«^*^*>1^f 
and  muscular  power  of  the  Umbs  re-  "TJS"?!"®.  T^-  '"'?'  ^Y^  ^^' 
mained  better  to  March  iOth,  but  the  «:nd>od>de  of  potassium  to  alargequap- 
bowels  still  required  aid,  and  castor  oil  ^'f  •  '^^^J'  -tryjAnia  had  been  used  in 
answered  bestY  the  stocils  being  then  ^*fPv,I^*  ^^/^  l?^  application  was 
verv  deficient  in  bile,  blue  p5l  was  *  ^^^  °*"°*^  '®"«''- 
added  to  the  purgatives  with  consider-  _,           ,__.     -    __ 
able  effect,  the  purging  always  being  Seetwn  ///.— On  Htdrocephalui. 
felt  useful  to  the  end  of  the  month,  This  disease  presents  some  interest- 
when  strychnia  was  again  resumed:  in^   varieties   in   its   external   form, 
but  it  was  soon  dropped,  as  it  seemed  whether  occurring  as  a  primary  or  a 
to  make  a  feverish  tongue ;  and  castor  secondary  affection, 
oil,  with  liouor  potasss,  was  also  con-  (1.)   Ihimary  :  e.  g,  (a)  the  leading 
tinned  to  tne  middle  of  April,  when  symptoms — vomiting  and  costiveness, 
being  better,  but  not  well,  the  medicine  and  pain  in  the  head,  inducing  the  idea 
was  discontinued.  *  that  the  bowels  are  the  chief  seat  qf 

disease,  when  a  minute  inquiry  will 

Case  XXIV. — A  lady,  about  46  years  discover  some  previous  complaint  of 

of  age,    had  influenza,  in   February  the  head,  witH  lassitude,  drowsiness, 

1837»  after  which  she  observed  that  and  occasional  vomiting,    {h)  A  sin- 

her  left  arm  and  leg  began  to  tremble,  gularly  obscure  remittent  form,  in  an 

but  without  loss  of  feeling  or  of  mus-  adult,  marked  by  a  throbbing  headache, 

cular  power.    At  the  end  of  a  year  she  with  occasional  vomiting,  yet  without 

came  under   m^  care ;    the  affected  suflicient  illness  to  lay  him  up ;  then 

limbs  cold  and  discoloured,  but  not  feel-  an  asgravation  of  the  symptoms;  for 

ing  cold  to  herself ;  the  bowels  torpid ;  which  the  usual  treatment  was  used 

sleep  lethargic ;  tremors  constant,  in-  with  relief,  the  pulse  fidling  firom  70  to 
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60}  in  three  days  an  amendment,  then  the  pulse,  stupor,  and  death  in  a  week 

a  sudden  relapse  of  agonising  pain  per-  from  the  first  seridus  symptoms  ! 

sistins:  for  some  hours  and  terminating  ,^  .    ^^         ,        ,t    ,         i   » 

in  death  without <Joma.  (2)  Secmutar,,  Ili/drocephalus. 

(c)  In  a  boy  five  years  old,  the  su-  In  a  case  of  severe  inflammation 
tures,  after  having  been  firmly  united,  in  the  pericardium  and  diaphragm  in 
yielding  to^the  distending  force  of  the  the  course  of  rheumatic  fever,  the  first 
effusion,  and  becoming  widely  sepa-  indication  of  disease  in  the  head  was 
rated,  and  followed  by  an  improvement  high  and  persisting  delirium.  In  ano- 
in  the  coma  and  convulsions.  ther  case,  after  two  attacks  of  pulmonic 

(d)  The  symptoms  merely  heaviness  inflammation  at  a  short  interval,  the 
in  the  head  and  restlessness  at  night,  symptoms  of  a  head  aflfection  were  dis- 
filightly  agjgravated  during  dentition,  turbed  sleep,  starting  up  in  bed  and 
yet  inspection  showing  that  at  the  very  shouting  as  if  in  a  wild  disease,  but 
time  serious  organic  disease  was  form-  with  no  complaint  of  the  head  during 
ing  in  the  brain.  the  day :  then  loss  of  appetite,  lassi- 

Experience  will  impress  on  every  tude,  wasting,  for  a  fortnight :  a  cessa- 

medical  man  the  importance  of  direct-  tion  of  all  pulmonary  symptoms  on  the 

ing  attention  to  the  head,  whenever,  in  head  becoming  affected  :    then  vomit<* 

infants,    shivering,  lassitude,  and  fits  ing,  pain  in  the  head,  but  not  severe, 

of  screaming  occur,  with  either  a  de-  for  a  few  days;   then,  the  first  alarm- 

pressioD  of  the  circulation  or  febrile  ing  symptom,  the  pulse  suddenly  be- 

symptoms,  without  obvious  disease  in  coming  intermittent,  attended  with  ob- 

the  chest  or  abdomen.  stinate   costiveness ;    then    low   vital 

The  relation  of  a  particular  group  of  powers,  with  hectic,  convulsions,  and 

symptoms  to  a  particular  seat  in  the  the  countenance  and  tongue  as  in  sy- 

brain,  presents  an  interesting  subject  noch us,  and  death  on  the  sixteenth  day 

of  inqmry :  the  same  symptoms  appear  from  the  acute  attack, 

in  many  cases  to  be  connected  witli  dif-  Every  practitioner  has  seen  a  severe 

ferent  anatomical  characters ;  such  as  threatening  of  the  symptoms  of  hydro- 

vascularity,  effusion  of  serum,  and  sup-  cephalus  in  connection  with  worms; 

puration ;  but  the  severity  of  the  con-  the  relation  of  the  two  conditions  is 

vulsions,  and  the  early  fatal  termina-  probably  not  yet  determined, 

tioQ  of  the  case,  has  appeared  to  me  to  Cases  occur  of  acute  enteritis,  which 

be  often  connected  with  disease  of  the  remits,  and  is  followed  by  acute  pain 

medulla  oblongata.  in  the  head,  vomiting,  and  costiveness  ; 

Convulsions    generally    accompany  yet  little  attention  is  directed  to  the 

this  disease  in  the  young.    In  .some  real  seat  of  the  more  important  disease, 

verv  important  cases  in  children,  the  A  most  deceptive  form  of  protracted 

early  symptoms  are  those  of  depression  encephalitis  is  met  with,  leaning  to  or- 

of  the  nervous  and  vascular  functions,  ganic  disease ;  yet  the  symptoms,  until 

as  in  idiopathic  fever;   the  remittent  shortly  before  death,  are  those  of  ileus! 

character  of  which  is  apt  to  delude  e.  g,  most  urgent  daily  vomiting,  with 

the  attendant.    The  progress  of  such  a  obstinate  com^tipation  for  a  month,  yet 

case  is  often  rapid ;   sometimes  the  vo-  the  appetite  unimpaired ;  no  fever,  no 

miting  subsides  after  the  outset,  and  disturbance  of  the  sleep,  or  of  the  men- 

the  bowels  are  soluble;    the  leading  tal  faculties ;    the  pulse  nearly  natural, 

aymptoms  are  delirium  alternating  with  The  symptoms   going  on  with  slight 

stupor;  the  vital  powers  then  quickly  remission  for  seven  weeks;    then  an 

&ihng,  the  pulse  being  simply  frequent  aggravation  with  febrile  state,  but  the 

to  the  last.  blood  not  inflamed;    the  bowels  still 

In  another  varietur  the  rise  of  the  appearing  to  be  the  chief  seat  of  irri- 

disease   is    very  insidious  and    slow,  tation ;  then  coma,  an  irregular  pulse, 

marked  by   intermitting   pain  in  the  and  death  in  a  few  days  from  the  first 

head,  and  vomitinff  occurring  once  or  unequivocal  symptoms  of  a  head  af- 

twice  in  a  day ;  tne  illness  not  severe  feclion. 

enough  to  prevent  the  child's  continu-  'I  he  Prognosis. — In  some  cases,  an 

ing  its  school,  or  its  play ;  ^et  at  this  unexpected  but  deceitful  remission  of 

very  time  a  disease  is  subsisting  that  alarming   symptoms    is    seen,    while 

will  be  quickly  fatal !    An  outburst  of  collapse  of  the  vital  powers  is  going 

delirium  is  followed  by  irregularity  of  on :   this  exhaustion,  tiowever,  is  not 

899.— XXXV.  2  T 
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always  fetal,  if  the  pulse  is  not  inter-  ConTulsionSyandespeciallytonicspasins 

niittenC,  and  if  the  eye  does  not  indi-  in  die  latter  stage,  are  generally  nope- 

cate  pressure  on  the  brain.   Sometimes  less. 

we  see  coma  and  convulsions  subsid-  Antecedent  disease  in  any  <»f  the 

ing,  and  general  paky  remaining ;  the  thoracic  or  abdominal  viscera  will  give 

functions  of  orranic  life  continuing  for  high  importance  to  slight  head  syn^ 

many  weeks !   Many  severe  symptoms,  toms. 

snch  as  fever,  convulsion?,  and  coma.  Danger  is  not  always  announced  by- 
will  remit,  yet  the  dilated  pupils  and  any  jmrticular  set  of  symptoms :  there 
intermittent  pnlsie  show  that  incurable  is  in  some  of  the  worst  cases  no  vomit- 
lesion  is  done  to  the  brain.  Sometimes,  ing,  except  at  the  outset  of  the  disease, 
after  a  pnivative,  the  puUe,  which  had  no  costiveness,  no  screamkig,  no  tos*- 
been  irregmar,  will  become  natural,  yet  ing  of  the  head,  no  irregularity  of  the 
the  case  will  be  hopeless.  pulse ;  but  delirium  is  succeeded  by 

Slight  symptoms  in  these  secondary  coma  or  convulsions,  and  rapid  destli. 
cases  should  not  encourage  a  too  fa-  If  one  week  has  passed  away,  after  de- 
vourable  prognosis.  Sometimes  death  cisive  symptoms  of  inflammation,  with- 
Occurs  in  the  midfet  of  delirium,  in  the  out  adequate  treatment,  the  case  is 
second  week  ci  the  disease,  without  often  hopeless,  whatever  the  symplMBB 
coma.  In  the  slighter  attacks,  a  re-  may  be  in  the  second  week  of  the  dis- 
mission of  the  more  alarming  symp-  ease. 

toms  is  not  to  be  too  much  depended  Patki^lo^y   of  the  iliMajr.— In    at- 

on,  while  the  tongue  remains  white  tempting  to   illostrate  pathology    1^ 

and  dry.  morbid  anatomy,  it  is  requisite  to  re- 

A   cutaneous  eruption  supervening  member,  that  in  the  dead  body  tlie  tme 

is  a  well-known  favourable  prognostic  condition  of  the  organisation  dnrin^ 

symptom.  life  is  not  shown ;  the  state  of  death 

The  prognosis  should  indeed  be  al-  itself,  and  the  treatment  before  it,  tend- 

ways  cautious ;  for,  in  many  cases,  at  ing  much  to  alter  or  to  effiice  the  natural 

the  moment  that  alarming  symptoms  anatomical  characters, 

set  in,  effusion  has  already  begun.    Ir-  Inflammation  of  any  portion  of  the 

regularity  of  the  pulse,  continual  toss-  encephalon  may  give  rise  to  the  symp- 

ine;  of  the  head,  and  a  fixedness  an^  toms  of  hydrocephalus :    there  is  no 

di&tation  of  one  pupil,  are  very  'bad  fixed   relation    of  particular   morbid 

symptoms;  on  the  other  hand,  severe  changes  to  a  particular  group  of  symp- 

symptoms  in  a  case  protracted  for  two  toms ;  but  inflammation  at  the  summit 

months,  giving  unequivocal  evidence  of  the   hemisphere   is   characteriaed 

of  e^sion  in  the  brain,  have  termi-  more  by  headache,  delirium,  and  fe- 

nated  in  recovery.    Sometimes,  how-  brile  symptoms,  and  inflammation  at 

ever,  the  utmost  that  medicine  can  do  the  base  of  the  brain,  by  convulsions, 

is  to  convert  acute  hydrocephalus  into  and  changes  in  the  pupils  and   the 

the  chronic   form,  the  inflammation,  pulse,  and  by  rapid  death,  which  occnrs 

though  controlled,  going  on  to  disorga-  without  profound  coma.    The  seat  of 

nise  the  brain,  even  when  an  improved  the  inflammation  is  sometimes  deter- 

stateof  the  natural  functions  and  of  the  mined  by  the  nature  of  the  excitincp 

nervous  energies  might  seem  to  give  a  cause :  e.  ^.  the  medulla  oblong^ata  and 

hope  of  convalescence.  the  cerebellum  have  been  especially  in- 

The  prognosis  is  to  be  founded  on  flamed  after  strong  muscular  exertion, 
the  severity  and  duration  of  the  early  during  exposure  to  the  sun. 
symptoms,  and  on  the  treatment  of  the  The  scrofulous  character  of  the  in- 
early  state  of  the  disease;  for  when  this  flammation  is  manifest;  the  disease 
has  been  inadequate,  there  is  little  often  co-exists  with  scrofiilous  tubercles 
hope  of  recovery,  although  the  alarm-  in  other  prts;  and  although  this 
ing  symptoms  may  for  a  time  have  re-  species  of  inflammation  is  most  gene- 
nutted,  rally  seen  in  weak  constitutions,  and 

The  blood  not  presenting  the  usual  exhibits  a  languid  character,  it  is  some- 
appearances  of  inflammation  is  a  bad  times  extremely  acute,  and  rapidly  in- 
sign  ;  as  is  the  pulse  becoming  progres-  duces  intense  congestion  and  seroua 
sively  more  rapid  and  irregular:  in  effusion, suppuration, induration, soften- 
one  subject,  fifteen  yean  of  age,  it  was  ing,  and  ulceration;  In  some  cases  the 
as  high  8B  206  shortly  before  death,  disease  is  more  of  an  eiysipelatons 
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nature,  extremely  diffusive,  and  8ac-  sphere,  serous  effusion,  enlarged  ar- 
ceeding  to  external  erysipelas  ;  and  teries,  the  membranes  intcnselv  vas- 
most  inadequately  manifested  in  the  cular ;  the  disease  conected  with  scro* 
state  of  the  pulse  and  of  the  sympto-  fulous  tubercles  in  the  lungs :  thesymp- 
matic  fever.  toms  at  first  obscure,  slow  in  their  pro- 
Effusion  into  the  ventricles  is  some-  gress,  and  finally  resembling  those  of 
times  the  direct  effect  of  inflammation  fever.  In  one  case,  sudden  lethargy 
of  the  membrane  lining  these  cavities  |  and  syncope,  preceded  by  torpor  of  the 
at  other  times,  it  is  merely  the  effect  liver,appearedto  arise  from  sanguineous 
of  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  brain  congestion  in  the  whole  encephalon. 
in  general.  This  effusion  is  not  always  In  another  case,  slight  marks  oi  vascu- 
a  sign  that  the  morbid  action  was  larity,  and  little  serous  effusion,  were 
asthenic ;  the  other  morbid  appearances  found  in  a  cachectic  state  of  the  consti- 
(as  well  as  the  symptoms  during  life),  tution  in  an  adult,  in  whom  headache, 
such  as  a  general  enlargement  of  the  vertigo,  confusion  of  thought,  squint- 
arteries,  diffused  vasculanty  and  fulness  ing,  and  convulsions,  had  indicated  a 
of  blood,  and  firmness  of  the  brain,  very  severe  disease  of  the  brain, 
prove  that  the  disease  is  truly  sthenic.  It  is  important  to  remember,  that 
In  an  instance  of  acute  inflammation  some  of  the  symptoms  of  hydrocephap- 
which  passed  into  a  chronic  state,  sup^  lus,  such  as  delirium,  convulsions,  and 
puration  and  inflammation  of  the  in-  coma,  do  not  always  arise  from  thtf 
lerior  part  of  the  brain  was  fonnd  in  same  condition  of  the  organiaation ;. 
an  infant  five  months  old.  they  may  be  really  of  a  different  nature 
In  a  patient  of  a  scrofulous  fiunilv,  in  different  cases,  and  at  different 
in  whom  the  disease  advanced  rapidly  periods  of  the  same  case ;  they  are 
to  its  fatal  issue  in  the  second  week,  seen  in  an  exhausted  state  of  the 
the  pulse  and  fever  did  not  adequately  system,  as  well  as  in  a  plethorio  and 
show  the  danger;  the  vomiting  was  inflammatory  state  of  it;  thay  are  at 
little  urgent,  tne  bowels  easily  moved  one  time  truly  designated  nervous  symp* 
by  medicine,  and  no  convulsions  had  toms,  and  at  another,  inflammatory,  in 
existed;  yet  there  was  £a^nd  intense  states  where  they  have  not  appeared  to 
vascularity  of  the  brain  and  its  mem-  arise  from  pressure  combined  with  in« 
branes,  without  much  effusion.  creased  momentum  of  the  circulation, 
In  a  case  in  which  there  was  no  they  have  been  usuallv  attributed  to 
screaming,  no  tossing  of  the  head,  no  ansemia  of  the  encephalon  ;  but  it 
irregularity  of  the  pulse,  no  vomiting,  seems  probable  that  a  congestion,  and 
but  lassitude  succeeded  by  convulsions,  slow  or  impeded  circulation  of  the 
delirium,  andsinkingof  the  vital  powers,  blood  in  the  dilated  vessels  of  the 
in  the  third  week,  we  fonnd  marks  of  part,  which  involves  a  want  of  oxyge- 
intense  inflammation  of  the  membrane,  nated  blood,  is  the  true  proximate  cause 
particularly  about  the  tuber  annulare,  of  these  nervous  symptoms, 
with  mucn   serous  effusion.     It  was  [To be contlnned.] 

manifest  here,  that  effusion  had  begun    — » — 

from  the  moment  alarming  symptoms  ON  THE 

*"ln'r^  where  urgent  vomiting^d  ^^'^^J^^""^  °"«=  ?.T"*^ 

Gostiveness  were  for  weeks  the  leading  ^*  HYDROCYANIC  ACID, 

symptoms,  to  which  at  length  coma  -.  ..    -.,.       - ..    .-  ,.    .  ^     .. 

was  superadded,  a  scrofuloSs    tumor  ^^^  tf^e  Sdtior  qf  the  Medical  Gazette. 

was  found  in  the  inferior  part  of  the  ^'^f 

cerebellum.  A  comkunication  appeared,  some  time 

In  one  case,  marked  by  intense  but  since,  in  the  Dublin  Journal  of  Medical 

remitting  pain  in  the  head,  without  and  Chemical  Science,  from  Uie  pen  of 

delirium,    convulsions,    or   coma,   an  Dr.  Scanlan,  in  which  it  was.6tated  as 

abscess  was  found  in  the  hemisphere,  an  important  practical  fact,  in  reference 

with  induration  of  the  surrounding  to  the  effects  of  prussic  acid  on  the 

brain :  yet  there  was  an  astonishing  ap-  aniimd  economy,  that  it  "  ergotizeg  the 

pfoach  to  convalescence  while  the  sup-  tipula,  promoting  parturition  by  strong 

puration  was  goin^  on.    In  another  case  eonvuttive    efforts!"      Subsequently, 

we  found  extensive  softening  of  the  the  parturient  exciting  powers  of  this 

central  and  posterior  parts  of  tnehemi-  a^pent  were  gravely  commented  on  by 
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the  learned  translator  of  Majendie's  justified  in   concluding  that  severing 

"Formulary,"   as  a  "curious   truth,"  the  head  from  the  body,  crushing  the 

which  had  been  ascertained  beyond  the  thorax,  or   otherwise    mutilating    the 

shadow  of  a  doubt.  tipulidae,  are  ergotising  agents,  liecaose 

We  cannot   well    comprehend    the  the  vitality  of  tne  abdomen  not  being 

nature  of  the  inductive  process  which  destroyed,  they  do  not  interrupt   the 

led  to  the  experiment  on  the  ill-starred  process  of  ovipositing. — I  am,  sir, 

tipula :    nevertheless,  it  stands  upon  Your  obedient  servant, 

the  record,  and  aifords  an  example  for  R.  H.  Allnatt,  M.D. 

one  of  those  hasty  generalizations  in  Parliament  Street,  Whitehall, 

which  many  inquiring  minds  are  prone  ^^^-  ***  **♦*• 
to  indulge,  and  which,  in  every  age, 

have  so  seriously  obstructed  the  pro-  EFFECTS  OF  THE  CYANIDES, 

gress  of  scientific  truth.  ^^  ,„  ^^^^,^^  ^^  3,^^^^ 

The  female  tipula,  or   craneny,  is 

provided  with  an  ovipositor,  consisting  — 

of  a  sort  of  pincers,  or  forceps,  of  a  ^b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette. 
horny  consistence,  and  sharp  at  the 

point.    By  gentle  pressure,  the  eggs,  S'^» 

which  are  extremely  minute  and  black,  The  three  accompanying  cases,  which 
like  the  grains  of  gunpowder,  may  be  have  been  casually  taken  from  a  great 
easily  extruded.     These  eggs  lie  at  the  many,  will  indicate  the  poisonous  pro- 
extremity  of  the  abdomen,  surrounded  perties  of  cyanide  of  silver, 
by  strong  symmetrical  horizontal  bands  It  might,  at  first,  be  supposed  from 
of  muscular  fibre,  and  so  intense  is  the  the  insolubility  of  this  salt,  tnat  little  or 
instinct  implanted  by  the  God  of  Na-  no  poisonous  action  would  result  from 
ture  in  these  creatures,  to  expel  their  its  entrance  into  the  system,  and  my 
eggs  at  the  proper  season,  that  it  be-  earlier  experiments  seemed  almost  to 
comes  a  mechanical  operation,  which  bear  out  this  snpposition,  for  when  the 
nothing  but  the  death  of  the  insect  can  compound,  previously  well  dried,  was 
prevent.    If  the  abdomen  be  severed  introduced  either  into  the  stomach  or 
from  the  thorax  by  dividing  the  ab-  peritoneal  cavity  of  a  healthy  animal, 
domino-thoracic  articulation,  the  work  no  ill  effects  of  any  consequence  were 
will  still  proceed  uninterruptedly.     I  produced,  if  I  except  that  when  it  was 
once  watched  a  mutilated  female  crane-  given  by  the  mouth,  it  invariably  pro- 
fly,  in  the  season  of  egg- lading;  its  head  duced  vomiting  and  its  own  ejection ; 
and  thorax  had  been  accidentally  com-  but,  on  pursuing  these  inquiries,  I  soon 
pletely  crushed  upon  the  spot  on  which  found  that  very  dififerent  results  were 
it  had  alighted ;   the  abdomen  being  manifested  when  the  cyanide  of  silver 
uninjured,  alone  preserved  its  vitality ;  was  administered  in  a  moist  state,  just 
still  the  process  of   depositing    eggs  as  it  is  precipitated,  care  having  always 
continued  as  vigorously,  thougn   not,  been   taken   to  free   it  entirelv   from 
perhaps,  so  systematically,  as  if  the  every  soluble  compound  ;    it  then  en- 
insect  had  been  perfectly  entire.    The  tered  the  circulation  with  facility,  and 
same  is  recorded  of  the  whole  family,  proved  a  violent  poison  :  for  instance^ 
The  Cecidomyitt  Tritici,  of  Kirby,  de-  Exp.  I. — Six  grs.  of  cyanide  of  po- 
posits  its  eggs  with  such  intensity  that  tassium  w^ere  dissolved  in  water,  and 
It  may  be  readily  taken,  and  when  completely  precipitated  by  a  slight  ex- 
placed  in  a  situation  where  its  opera-  cess  of  nitrate  of  silver.    This  would 
tions  are  peroetually  interrupted,  will  form  about  10  grs.  of  cyanide  of  silver, 
continue  its  labour.    This  was  observed  which,  after  being  well  washed,  were 
by  Mr.  Shireflf,  an  intelligent  naturalist  given  mixed  with  food  to  a  young  mon  • 
of  East  Lothian,  who  put  a  fly  then  grel  terrier;  in  ten  minutes,  the  animal 
laying  between  the  face  and  glass  of  a  began  to  vomit,  and  soon  the  food,  to- 
watch,  where  it  deposited    its   eggs,  gether  with  the  cyanide,  were  ejected, 
though  its  hmbs  were  invariably  en*  The  vomiting,  however,  still  continued, 
tangled  bv  the  revolving  moment-hand,  and  it  threw  up  a  quantity  of  thick 
It  is  almost  ridiculous,  therefore,  to  mucus ;   in  thirteen  minutes,  the  do^: 
deduce  this  new  property  of  prussic  lay  down,  apparently  exhausted,  and 
acid  fromcuch  an  experiment  as  that  of  was  much  disturbed  by  the  continued 
Dr.  Scanlan;  and  we  should  be  equally  retching}  in  the  course  of  a  few  mi- 
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niites  this  subsided,  and  after  the  lapse  Exp.  2.— Five  grains  of  moist,  and 

of  one  hour  the  animal  appeared  to  be  similarly  preparea  cyanide  of  silver, 

perfectly  restored  and  well.    At  this  were  introduced  into   the   peritoneal 

time,  when  its  stomach  was  completely  cavity    of   a   small  terrier  ;    in    four 

empty,  10  grs.  more  of  the  cyanide  were  minutes    it    appeared    uncomfortable, 

administered;  in  two  minutes  it  began  holding  its  nose  to  the  ground,  and 

to  stagger,  then  fell,  and  was  slightly  going  round  and  round  as  if  it  were 

convulsed,  the  head  being  drawn  back,  about  to  lie  down  ;  in  six  minutes  it  lay 

and  itb  limbs  extended ;  in  half  a  mi-  as  if  it  were  tired  or  exhausted,  but  on 

nute  more  the  convulsion  became  vio-  being  roused  it  ^ot  up  and   walked 

lent,  the  dog  uttered  loud  cries,  its  re-  about.  In  fifteen  minutes  it  lay  stretched 

spiration  became  difficult,  and  the  ac-  on  the  ground  insensible,  there  having 

tion  of  the  heart  fluttering  and  irregu-  been  no  previous  convulsion  ;  but  it 

lar;    in   three    minutes  it  threw    up  had  gradually  become  comatose,  ap- 

about  an  ounce  of  a  thick  mucus,  with-  pearin^   to  have   slept  off  into   this 

out  odour,  but  suspending  the  white  state ;  its  breathing  was  now  slow,  and 

cyanide  of  silver ;  from  this  time,  the  accompanied  with  a  peculiar  sighing 

animal  lay  deprived  of  all  voluntary  and  moaning  noise.    The  eye  was  in- 

motion,  the  sphincters  of  bladder  and  sensible  to  touch,  the  heart's  action 

rectum  became  relaxed,  and  the  action  laborious,  and  in  one  hour,  the  respira- 

of  the  heart  more  and   more   tumul-  tion  having  become  gradually  slower 

tuous,  fluttering,  and  beating  with  three  and  slower,  it  died  without  a  single 

or  four  rapid  jerks  at  each  inspiration  ;  convulsion. 

the  breathing  was  also  carried  on  with  The  body  was  opened  the  next  day. 

a  peculiar  si^hin^  eflbrt,  the  result  of  a  The  pupils  were  much  dilated.    The 

sudden  and  deep  inspiration  ;  in  fifteen  vessels  of  the  brain  full.  The  peritoneal 

minutes  the  eye  had  lost  its  sensibility,  cavity  still  contained  a  quantity  of  the 

and  could  be  touched  without  wink-  white  cyanide,  and  its  walls  appeared 

ing ;   after  the  lapse  of  half  an  hour  slightly  congested.    The  right  heart 

the  respirations  had  become  fuller  and  was  full  of  coagulated  black  blood;  the 

easier,  the  heart's  action  more  regular,  lungs  collapsed  and  redder  than  natural, 

and  the  eye  had  regained  its  sensibility,  Exp.  3.— Five  grains  of  recently  pre- 

and  I  was  led  to  believe  that  the  ani-  pared  cyanide  of  silver  were  injected 

mal    would    recover,  but  in    another  into  the  jugular  vein  of  a  large  bull 

twenty  minutes  it  again  relapsed,  had  terrier ;  instantly  it  beean  to  cry  and 

a  few  weak  convulsions,  and  breathed  struggle  violently,  ana  on  being  re- 

with  a  moaning  noise :  from  this  time  leased,  it  ran  about  uttering  loud  cries, 

the  respiratory  eflforts  became  slower  as  if  it  were  in  the  greatest  agony ;  in 

and  weaker,  and  at  the  expiration  of  one  minute  it  fell  and  was  convulsed; 

three  hours  from  the  administration  of  the  breathing  became  laborious,  and  in 

the  last  dose,  it  died  quietly,  and  with-  two  minutes    it  was  dead  ;    a  large 

out  the  least  struggle.  quantity  of  clear  fluid  ran  from  its 

The  body  was  examined  twenty-four  mouth,  and  this  was  followed  by  a 

hours  afterwards.     The  pupils  were  whitefrothy  liquid,  both  of  which  came 

much  dilated ;  the  vessels  of  the  brain  from  the  lungs,  for  the  trachea  was 

congested  and  full  of  black  blood.    The  full  of  it*    On  opening  the  chest  the 

stomach  contained  about  2  oz.  of  a  heart  was  found  to  be  still  fluttering, 

thick  brown  fluid,  in  which  a  little  cy-  its  right  side  gorged  almost  to  bursting 

anide  of  silver  still  floated ;    it  had  a  with  black  blood.    The  lungs  had  not 

slight  odour  of  prussic  acid,  was  neu-  collapsed,  they  looked  paler  than  usual, 

trai  to  test  paper,  and  gave  ample  evi-  and  when  cut  into  exuded  the  same 

dence  of  the  presence  of  both  cyanogen  white    frothy    liquid    streaked    with 

and    silver,  by  their  appropriate   re-  blood. 

agents.    The  coats  of  the  stomach  were  The  question  in  this  last  case  was, 

highly  congested,  and  in  many  places  whether  the  efiects  had  resulted  from 

the  blood  appeared  extravasated.   The  any  specific  agency  of  the  cyanide,  or 

lungs   were  collapsed,    injected    here  whether  they  were  merely  due  to  its 

and  there  in  patches,  so  as  to  give  them  mechanical  action  in  stopping  the  capil- 

a  mottled  appearance;  both  sides  of  the  laries  of  the  lungs;  and  to  determine 

heart  were  full,  and  the  right  gorged  this  five  grains  of  chloride  of  silver 

with  black  blood.  were  throv^n  into  the  jugular  vein  of 
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another  dog;  in    both  instances  the  right  side;  and  when  the  poiaon  has 
greatest  care  was  taken  to  exclade  all  been  administered  by  thestomach,  that 
air    from    the    apparatus ;    in    three  organ  is  exceedinefj  congested,  com- 
minutes the  animal  fell,  making  great  pletely  emptied  of  solid  matters,  and 
efforts  to  rcKpire;   these  became  still  may  smell  slightly  of  prussic  acid;  but 
more  energetic  during  the  next  minute,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  detecting  ehe- 
when  it  began  to  cry,  but  not  loudly,  mically  the  presence  of  both  cyanogen 
No  pulsation  of  the  heart  could  be  felt,  and  silver. — I  am,  sir, 
notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  the  Your  obedient  servant, 
respiratory  acts,  and  in  another  minute  H.  Lethsbt,  M.B. 
it  was  dead.     On  opening  the  chest,  the  Lectarcr  on  Chtmlxtaja^  the  Medical 
heart,  as  in  the  previous  case,  was  still  ,.  ,^      School  of  ttc  London  BmpiUL 

fluttering ;  iU  left  side  contained  a  little        ".  Tredegir  Square,  Feb.  17. 1845, 

fluid  blood,  but  its  right  as  well  as  both  ~                                                ' 

cavcB  were  gorged.    The  lungs  were  ANALYSES  amd  NOTICES  of  BOOKS. 

paler  than  natural,  had  not  collapsed,  «L'«Btear  w  tue  I  tDongw  nqneU  loetenr  se 
and  when  cut  into  they  shrunk  and  toe  &  tbr^cer."— D'ALBataaar. 

exuded  a  little  frothy  fluid ;  but  there  — - 

was  none  of  this  in  the  larger  bronchi  r\  .i'  ^^    r  nt •*       j-     *z  j- 

Si^S^TA^e^eatS^^^^^^^  ^-^      bT^Xu^Z  S^^af 

S^nofTeSS'iidT^^^^^^^^  SeSj^Sil^^^^^^^ 

was,thatthecyanidekilledthequicke8t,  !i?«7"j!ji^!^^ 

and  that  it  produced  convulsioSs  which  T^^^^^'rE^J'.^J^^Jy^!^  ^-"7 

werenot«eenintheothercases.Theulti.  wZTn    1^      ^   ^'     ^ 

mate  effects  of  both ,  however,  appeared  w  aiion.  1 0*0. 

to  be  the  stoppage  of  respiration  oy  the  We  con^atulate  the  Edinburgh  School 

production  of  a  frothy  fluid  in  the*  air-  of  Medicine  and  Philosophy  on  the 

cells  and  smaller  bronchi.  appearance  of  this  ably  compiled,  an- 

CoHclusiont, — From  all  these  experi-  ambitious  little  volume,  as  an  earaest 
ments  it  appears  that  cyanide  of  silver  of  the  resuscitation  about  to  be  efieeted 
acts  as  a  local  irritant,  producing  creat  in  the  vital  chemistry  of  thatcitv,  after 
vomiting  and  a  congested  state  of  the  half  a  century  of  torpor.  The  re- 
vessels  of  the  stomach ;  that  when  i  t  has  searches  of  the  late  Professor,  Dr.  Hope, 
beendriedbeforeits  introduction  into  the  on  Strontttes,  which  gained  him  nia 
system  no  other  ill  effects  follow;  but  if  chair  and  his  reputation,  were  made 
it  is  administered  in  a  moist  state,  it  is  in  the  preceding  century  at  Glasttow, 
then  capable  of  becoming  absorbed,  and  and,  as  was  weU  known  to  the  Doo- 
perhaps  decomposed,  for  an  albuminous  tor's  friends  in  that  city,  were  made 
solution  has  the  property  of  dissolving  with  the  ingenious  but  unacknowledged 
the  cyanide,  and  moreover  the  contact  aid  of  Mr.  John  Laurie,  the  chemical 
of  it  with  any  of  the  chlorides  of  the  operator  in  the  great  firm  of  KnoZt 
systemic  fluids  would  produce  a  double  Tennant,  and  Macintosh, 
decomposition,  and  the  formation  of  a  Though  Dr.  Gregory's  work  ia  pro- 
soluble  cyanide,  whose  effects  would  be  fessedly  designed  for  the  perusat  of 
similar  to  that  of  cyanide  of  potassium,  students  attending  lectures  on  chemia- 

The  dose  which  is  capable  of  killing  try,  yet  we  cannot  asree  with  its  mo- 
a  dog  is  five  grains ;  its  specific  action  dest  author,  that  such  is  its  exclusive 
seems  to  be  on  the  brain,  producing  use ;  for  it  exhibits  in  a  compaot  and 
occasional  convulsions,  always  coma,  economical  compass  a  lucid  systematic 
paralysis,  a  peculiar  sighing  respiration,  detail  of  the  le^ing  facta  of  the  che* 
a  fluttering,  irregular,  ana  tumultuous  mistry  of  inorganic  bodies, 
action  of  the  heart,  and  it  ultimately  The  subjects  of  heat,. light,  electri- 
kills  by  a  gradual  exhaustion  of  the  in-  city,  and  magnetism,  are  properly  re- 
voluntary  acts,  death  taking  place  in  linquished  by  our  author  to  the  writera 
from  one  to  three  hours  after  its  admi-  on  natural  philosophy ;  by  seveml  of 
nistration.  whom,  especially  m  Prance  and  Ger- 

The  poii-morUm  appearanctt  are  a  many,  they  have  been  treated   with 

dilated  pupil ;  an  injected  state  of  the  equid  profundity  and  copiousness.    In 

vessels  of  the  brain;  the  heait  gorged  those  cases  where  these  imponderables 

and  full  of  black  blood,  especially  on  its  come  into  close  contact  with  chemiBtry, 
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Dr.  Gretfory  has  not  neglected  thek  researches  of  Professor  Faraday.    H^^ 

mutual  illustration ;  and  he  justly  en-  drogen  alone  might  with  some  plausi" 

joins  all  his  students  to  malce  them-  bility  be  styled  a  metalloid,  since  it 

selves  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  forms  with  the  elements  of  ammonia  an 

phyRics.  alloy  .possessed  of  metallic  properties. 

There  is  one  feature  of  the  work,  to  The  section  on  symbols  and  formulee^ 

which,  in  common  with  the  author,  we  equations  and  their  uses,  will  prove  to 

would  direct  attention.    After  describ-  the  student  a  most  valuable  part  of  the 

ing  chemical  processes  and  changes,  he  book ;  enablinjg^  him  to  pursue  the  com- 

adds  a  symboucal  representation  of  the  plex  investigations  of  Liebig,  Berzelius, 

reaction  in  the  form  of  an  equation.  Dumas,  &c.  through  every  atomic  per- 

This  plan,  so  well  titled  to  simplify  the  mutation. 

comprehension  of  the  metamorphosis.  As  one  example  of  our  author's  lumi- 
and  to  imprint  it  on  the  memory,  has  nous  manner  of  writing,  we  insert  the 
been  generallv  adopted  by  Professor  following  paragraph  from  the  article 
Gmelin,  in  his  admirable  Handbuch,  Hydrogen,  p,  52. 
now  in  progress  of  publication.  Such  "  In  relation  to  acids,  therefore,  water 
equations,  given  in  a  few  letters,  serve  acts  the  part  of  a  base ;  in  relation  to 
also  to  guide  experimenters  in  the  pro-  bases,  that  of  an  acid;  and  in  relation 
portions  requir^  for  laboratory  opera-  to  neutral  salts,  that  of  a  neutral  or 
tions.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  indifferent  substance,  or,  indeed,  of  a 
he  might  also  have  imitated  the  learned  neutral  salt.  Taking  the  three  exam- 
Professor  of  Heidelberg,  in  his  lepudia-  pies  of  hydrated  sulphuric  acid,  HO, 
tion  of  the  binary  salt  hypothesis,  8O3,  hydrate  of  potash,  KO,  HO,  and 
who  states  several  facts  evidently  in-  dry  sulphate  of  iron,  FeO,  SO.,  -f  HO, 
consistent  with  the  notion  that  the  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  water  in 
salts  hitherto  regarded  as  consisting  of  the  first  can  only  be  replaced  by  a 
an  acid  combined  with  an  oxidised  base,  such  as  potash,  KO,  which  would 
base,  are  composed  of  an  acid,  plus  yield  sulphate  of  potash,  KO,  SO. ;  the 
oxygen,  combined  with  the  metal  itself;  water  in  the  second  can  only  be  re- 
and  that,  accordingly,  hydrogen,  and  not  placed  by  an  acid,  such  as  sulphuric 
oxygen,  is  in  all  cases  the  acidifying  SO^,  which  would  yield  the  same  salt, 

Jmnciple.  In  the  present  state  of  our  KO,  SO^ ;  and  the  water  in  the  third 
knowledge  we  do  not  sec  any  practical  may  be  replaced  by  a  neutral  salt,  sach 
advantage  in  this  hypothetical  repre-  as  sulphate  of  potash,  KO,  SO,,  which 
eentation  of  the  acid  aUd  saline  bodies,  would  give  rise  to  the  double  salt,  FeO, 
In  the  first  jportion  of  the  Outlines,  SO.  +  KO,  SO^.  Water  in  these  three 
the  doctrines  of  the  elements,  combus-  different  characters  is  called  basic 
tion,  decotnposition,  and  definite  pro-  water,  hydratic  water,  and  saline  water, 
portions,  are  well  discussed.  Under  and,  in  addition  to  these,  we  have 
the  head  of  Atomic  Theory,  there  is  a  water  of  crystallisation." 
succinct  account  of  chemical  symbols.  In  treating  of  the  analysis  of  atmos- 
e^uations,  and  formulie ;  as  also  com-  pheric  air  by  explosion  with  hydrogen, 
binations  by  volumes.  We  have  next  Dr.  Gregory  has  committed  a  cunous 
a  distinct  statement  of  the  somewhat  oversight,  which  will  perplex  most 
intricate  subiects  of  isomorphism  and  readers.  He  has  given,  with  his  usual 
isomerism.  He  then  proceeds  to  the  de-  neatness,  a  figure  of  Ure's  modifi- 
tails  of  the  simple  bodies,  which,  after  cation  of  the  eudiometer  of  Yolta,  but 
the  late  fashion  of  compilers,  he  groups  has  described  the  apparatus  and  man- 
under  two  classes  of  metalloids  and  ner  of  using  it  as  if  it  were  Volta's  up- 
metals.  Now  Dr.  Gregory,  who  is  a  right  glass  tube,  from  which,  as  is  well 
classical  scholar,  as  well  as  a  chemist,  known,  by  the  sudden  expansion,  an 
knows  that  the  affix  oiV/,  from  the  Greek  unknown  proportion  of  the  gases  is  apt 
word  ciSftf,  signifies /orm  or  state  j  and  to  be  ejected,  so  as  to  render  the  result 
sorely  neither  oxygen  nor  nitrogen  be-  fallacious.  Ure's  srphon  eudiometer 
tray  anything  metallic  in  their  nature  obviates  this  evil ;  for  when  the  elec- 
or  aspecL  Even  chlorine,  one  of  the  trie  spark  is  made  to  pass  between  the 
most  condensable  of  the  gaseous  <'  me-  two  points  of  the  platinum  wires,  near 
talloids,"  shows  no  metallic  appearance  the  sealed  end  of  the  glass  syphon,  this 
under  the  intense  solidifying  power,  re-  is  not  inverted  in  either  water  or  mer- 
cently  applied  to  it,  in  the  admirable  cury,  as  Dr.  G.'s  description  leads  one 
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to  suppose,  but  IS  removed  from  the  condenseris  merely  obc  member  of  that 

pneumatic  trough,  and  apph'ed  with  the  many  legged  zig-sag  most  compact  and 

nand  to  the  electric  machine  as  the  powerfal  refrigerator.     It  is  probable, 

woodcut  shows  it,  while  the  open  end  however,  that    the  great    chemist  of 

of  the  syphon-tube  is  closed  with  the  Giessen  knew  nothing  of  Taylor  and 

point  of  the  finger.  The  expansion  of  the  Martineau's  plan  when  he  coostructed 

exploding  gas  m  the  sealed  leg  of  the  his  condenser. 

syphon  cannot  now  cause  any  discharge  As  a  specimen  of  our  author's  happj 
of  gas,  but  merely  a  momentary  com-  talent  for  practical  tuition,  we  quote  his 
pression  of  the  atmospheric  air  in  the  instructions  for  preparing  pure  hydrate 
space  between  the  finger  and'  the  sur-  of  potash,  an  essential  chemical  re- 
face  of  the  mercury,  and  this  recoil  upon  agent  not  a  little  troublesome  to  make 
an  elastic  fluid  prevents  the  glass  from  in  the  common  way. 
being  broken  by  the  most  violent  ex-  *'  Syn.  Cuntiie  Poiash.  KG,  HO= 
plosions,  even  of  olefiant  gas  with  oxy-  56*176. — This  important  compound  is 
gen.  best  prepared  by  acting  on  pure  carbo- 

From  Dr.  Gregory's  dgwre  of  the  nate  of  potash,  dissolved  in  water,  so  as 

apparatus    for    distilling    phosphorus  to  deprive  it  of  carbonic  acid.    Two 

from  the  usual  mixture  of  acid  phos-  parts  of  carbonate   are  disBoWed  in 

phate  of  lime  and  charcoal,  we  surmise  twenty  of  boiling  water  in  an  iron  pot, 

that    he    has    never    performed    that  and  one  part  of  quick  lime,  being  pre- 

troublesome  operation  upon  any  scale,  vionsly  slaked  by  covering  it  with  boil- 

for  he  represents  the  necK  of  his  retort,  ing  water,  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  cream 

and  its  prolongation  tube,  both  in  a  of  slaked  lime,  is  added  to  the  boiling 

horizontal  position,  whereby  he  would  liquid  in  small  portions,  the  mixture 

soon  And  them  to  become  so  obstructed  being  allowed  to  boil  a  minate  or  two 

by  the  condensed  product  as  to  cause  after  each  addition.    When  all  the  lime 

the  retort  to  burst.    The  neck  of  the  has  been  added,  the  whole  is  to  be 

retort  should,  on  the  contrary,  be  in-  boiled  for  five  minutes,  care  being  teken 

clined  downwards  at  an  angle  of  nearly  to  keep  up  the  original  quantity  of 

45°,  and  its  beak  be  directly  dipped  water ;  since,  with  less  water,  the  potash 

just  beneath  the  surface  of  water  in  a  actually  takes  back  the  carbonic  acid 

basin.    Even  under  this  disposition  for  from  the  lime.     The  vessel,    which 

favouring  the  running  down  of  the  ought  to  be  more  deep  than  wide,  is 

liquified  phosphorus,  the  neck  of  the  then  covered  up  w*ith  its  lid,  and  allowed 

retort  sometimes  needs  to  be  made  ner-  to  stand  for  24  hours.    At  the  end  of 

yious  by  placing  a  hot  iron  or  cinaers  that  time,  if  the  above  directions  have 

under  it.    At  page  110,  a  clerical  error  been  exactly  followed,  ^  of  the  liquid 

occurs   which    may   puzzle    students,  may  be  decanted  off  perfectly  clear  and 

"When  no  more  phosphate  of  lime  is  colourless.    This  is  a  pure  solution  of 

formed,  the  whole    is    digested  with  potash,  and  to  obtain  the  hydrate  we 

cold  alcohol,  and  the  clear  solution  nave  merely  to  boil  it  rapidly  down,  in 

allowed  to  stand  as  long  as  it  deposits  a  clean  deep  iron  or  silver  vessel,  till 

crystals  of  phosphate  of  magnesia."  the  residue  flows  like  oil.    It  is  then 

As  no  magnesia  is  present,  it  is  impos-  poured  out  on  a  plate  of  silver,  and,  on 

sible  to  imagine  how  crystals  of  its  cooling,  broken  up  into  fragments,  and 

phosphate  can  be  produced.  preserved  in  well-stopped  bottles.'' 

Our  author  describes,  with  habitual  Under  arsenic,  he  details  at  length 
precision,  the  usual  process  for  prepar-  the  elaborate  processes  of  Fresenius 
ing  sulphuret  of  carbon ;  but  in  refer-  and  Babo ;  and  recommends  the  often 
ring  to  that  form  of  a  condenser  tube  prescribed  antidote  of  hydrated  per- 
in  which  cold  water  is  made  to  flow  up-  oxide  of  iron ;  which  we  fear  will 
wards  between  it,  and  its  tubular  case,  prove  an  utterly  abortive  means  of  neu- 
he  calls  this  useful  contrivance  Liebig's  tralizing  solid  particles  of  arsenious 
condenser;  not  being  aware  that  it  was  acid  in  contact  with  the  coats  of  the 
invented  and  made  the  subject  of  a  stomach.  For  the  detection  of  the 
patent  in  this  country  nearly  thirty  poison  and  measurement  of  its  quantity, 
years  ago,  by  Taylor  and  Martineau ;  m  any  liquid,  the  committee  appointed 
and  was  by  them  mounted  upon  a  great  l>y  the  Prussian  Government  nave  re- 
scale  in  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  and  cently  contrived  an  exceedingly  neat 
many  other  establishments.     I.iebig's  apparatus,  which  deserves  to  be  gene- 
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rally  known  to  medical  men,  «nd  which  We  do  not  pretend  to  extenuate   or 

we  shall  describe  in  a  simplified  form  deny  the  principle  of  quackery  being 

in  the  next  number  of  the  Gazette  ^^^  ostensibly  licensed ;  but  we  sub- 

vVe  take  leave  for  the -present  of  Dr.  •  i.     n  j  /.             V       . 

Gregory,  impressed  with  a  deep  sense  ^^^^  ^"n  all  deference,  that  the  ques- 

of  the  obligations  which  he  has  con-  tion  is  one  of  state  finance,  and  with 

ferred  on  the  study  of  chemistrv  in  this  which,  consequently,  medical  men  have 

country  by  the  publication  of  his  put-  ^o  proper  right  to  interfere.    In  the 

lines:  and  we  look  with  anticipations  ,^oo       Z       .-l.        .       i.  j  i. 

ofincre:ised  pleasure  for  the  appearance,  year  1783,  when  the  nation  had  been 

promised  in  spring,  of  the  second  part  drained  by  a  long  and  expensive  war, 

of  his  work,  on  Organic  Chemistry ;  a  it  was  found  necessary  to  raise  the  sum 

department  in  whic^  he  has  become  no  ^f  £650,000,  in  order  to  pay  the  inte- 

mean  adept,  under  his  celebrated  Ger-  *    <•     i          r  *     i          -ii* 

man   mat/ter.      Medical  practitioners.  «stofaloan  of  twelve  miUions  ster- 

who  wish  to  bring  up  their  arrears  of  ""g-    Lord  John  Cavendish,  the  then 

chemical  knowledge,  cannot  do  better  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  proposed, 

than   make  themselves  familiar  with  along  with  other  things,  quack  medi- 

Dr.  Gregory's  work.  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  taxation  ; 

ConirilmtioM    tttwardt    a  Fauna  and  andhebelieved  that  the  House  of  Com- 

Fiora  of  the  County  oj  Cork  j   the  mons  would  be  surprised  at  the  amount 

Vertebrata  by  Dr.  Harvbt,  the  luol^  ^hich  he  had  good  groands  for  antici. 

•    Voorst.    8vo.  pp.130.  £15,000  a  year,     It  was  accordingly 

This  slender  volume  comprises  a  set  provided,  that  "all  persons  who  sold 

of  elaborate  catalogues,   forming  part  medicines,  and  who  were  not  regularly 

of  a  series  of  communications  on  the  bred  to  the  profession  of  doctors,"  &c.« 

local  history  of  the  county  of  Cork,  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  y              ^^^  ^^^^ 

which  have  from  time  to  time  been  con-  -,.       _           ,          i^ut        j         ^ 

tributed  to  the  Cuvierian  Society  of  °^^^K  done,  there  should  be  a  duty  of 

that  city.   It  is  calculated  to  be  a  useful  8d.  per  cent,   laid  on  the  medicine, 

guide-book  to  naturalists  who  may  ex-  The  love  of  being  drugged,  so  conspi- 

plore  the  above  district  of  Ireland.    Its  «„/>„„  „^„„„  4i,«  t?„„i;oI,    t  «-^  T«k„ 

authors  deserve  great  credit  for  the  !,^^"'  ^!°/^°/  ^*^^  ^"S^^'^'  ^^'^  ^f  ^ 

ability  displayed  in  collecting  and  ar-  Cavendish  foresaw  might  be  turned  to 

ranging  the  amount  of  scientific  infor-  good  account ;  and  there  he  was  right, 
mation  it  contains ;  for  it  is  by  no  for  the  tax  has  occasionally  produced 
means  an  easy  task  to  compile  a  work  nearly  treble  of  what  was  originally 
of  the  kind.  .  i  »  j  ^  ^ 
contemplated. 

Having  been  at  some  pains  investi- 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  e^^^^S  ^^^  '"^"^'^t  ^'^  are  glad  to  per- 

#^  • .       n«           c%t    io^«  ceive  that  the  revenue  derived  from  so 

Frtdatf,  February  21,  1846.  ,.          .  , ,                     ,       ,               , 

*^'              '      '  disreputable  a  source  has  been  gradu- 

"Ucet  oomibu..  U^lam  mihi,  digniutem  ^^^  declining  during  late  years,  as  the 

Arth  Mediea  tueri ;  poteius  modo  veuiendi  in  Subjoined  tabular  Statement^  deduced 

pabUcumiit,mcendlpericidnmnonr«:Mo/»^^  from  the  most  recent  Pariiamentary 

*  Returns,  will  shew : — 

THE  QUESTION  OP  MEDICINE  Medicine  Stamps. 

STAMPS.  1831 £39,084 

It  has  been  repeatedly  urged  in  many  ^832 44,379 

of  the   petitions  lately  forwarded  to  {^ 3?m7 

Parliament,  "  that  Government  should  1835.' ! ! 30*516 

not  lend  its  sanction  to  empiricism,  by  1836 !.......*..'!  31  ^376 

granting  patents  for  secret  medicines."  «  pwliamenttry  Hiutory  for  nsa^. 
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1837 90,485  ment  was  prepared  to  introduce  some 

1838 29,422  atringeiit  regulations  which  woald  have 

im^^^y///////..^'m  ^e^ct  of  putHng  a  stoptothcin- 

1841   !*..!!!.. 30*289  discriminate  sale  of  drugs  now  pcr- 

1842 .!.....  30^502  mitted.    We  think  Government  could 

1843 28,936  not   do  better  thnn  modify  Lord  J. 

-               ,.                   ,            i_«»^w  Cavendish's  preamble,  by  enacting  that 

In  proportion  as  people  are  better  „                *^,        ,Jj..             j 

a      fjj-r..                   *-  all  persons  who  sold  medicines,  and 

educated,  and  information  more  exten-  ,   *^              ^          ,    i     i.    j    ^^l 

.,,.-.,               ^.         _.„  .m  ^  who  were  not  regularly  bred  to  the 

sively  difnised  among  them,  will  the  .     .        -  ,    ^®      «       i.     u  *  t 

.^1          .           ji*"iuiiT'^r  profesaion  of  doctcNTs,  &e.  should  take 

lust  for  nostrums  diminish.    We  infer  *^         ,.              -.     V     .      . 

*u'    r         *v.     ***!.*•     o    *i A  o\xt  a  hcense,  after  having  been  pro- 

this  from  the  fact  that  in   Scotland  ,      _      ^  *       .  _  _       ®    .     ,  f 

^.        .             ,              ,    ,        ^-  1       «  perly  educated  and  duly  examined  by  a 

there  is  scarcely  any  sale  for  articles  of  £!•'-,.               ''^,             ■' 

Ai_        ^      fi»u'              -.      j^  V*    v^  Board  under  Us  own  control, 

the  sort.     This  may,  no   doubt,  be  

partly  due  to  the  circumstance  that  in 

the  above  country  drugs  have  never  MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION. 

acquired    in   vulgar  estimation    that  W"  have  received  a  printed  document, 

.*  _  , .  \..u:^u .«•■  i^^^u^  of  the  12th  current,  signed  by  eiffhty 

exaggerated  value  which  must  inevita-  ^^^^^^rs  of  the  Royal  College  of  W- 

bly  be  the  case  wherever  medical  men  aeons  practising  in   Hampshire,  ad- 

are  remunerated  for  their  wares  and  dressed  to  the  Council,  expressive  of 

not  for  their  attendance.  We  are  firmly  their  great  dissatisfoction,  and  of  the 

convinced    that  wen.  the   profession  fe  rav^i^U'^S^Jd  tdrr'the'S 

established  on  one  general  scientific  chsitcr.  These  members  protest  against 

footing,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  trade  In  the  injustice  by  which  six  hundred  of 

pharmacy,  the  proceeds  from  stamps  the  body  have  been  arbitrarily  selected 

and  patents  to  the  sale  of  secret  re-  ^  .,^™   ^  ^i«Jl"  ,c^a««'  ,^^^°   *»»^e 

,.^          ,,              II     :■    •   ji    ^  neither  had  a  better  classical  education, 

medies  would  eventually  dwindle  to  a  ^^    ^^re    extended    professional    one, 

nullity.    Ministers  might  in  this  way  nor  have  submitted  to  a  stricter  exami- 

be  saved  the  trouble  of  repealing  so  nation,  than  themselves ;   whilst  they, 

odious  an  impost.  their  professional  equals,  are  required 

«.!.,.«                             1.  to  submit  to  a  second  examination  in 

It  has  been  said,  can  any  reason  be  ^^^^  ^  ^j^^.^  j^g  ^^^  bestowed  with- 

given  why  you  should  prevent  a  man  out  examination  on  the  others, 

from  bettering  his  fortune  by  making  A  copy  of  a  remonstrance  to  the 

a  useful  discovery  in  medicine,  when  in  same  purport  as  the  above  has  been 

^,      J        .        i.    *     .^            J  forwarded  us  from  Bath,  and  to  which 

every  other  department  of  science  and  fo^ty^n^  names  are  attached.    It  was 

art  the  State  allows  individuals  to  pro-  signed,  we  are  informed,  within  a  few 

tect  themselves   by   concealment,   or  hours,  by  almost  every  member  of  the 

affords  them  the  exclusive  use  of  their  College  praciising  i^ahat  city. 

{nvAn»;^«  fc.,.  «   «.*»«;»  #««»->    ;f  ♦».««  The  National  and  Manchester  Asso- 

invention  for  a  certain  time,  if  they  ^.^^j^^^  j^^^^  ^^^^  propounded  their 

chose  to  make  it  public  ?    To  this  our  ^iews  as  to  what  should  be  the  main 

answer  is,  that  nearly  all  the  so-called  points  of  the  charter  they  desire.    On 

discoveries   in  medicine  which  their  one  head  they  are  absolutely  at  vari- 

authors  have  thought  fit  to  shield  by  *°<^«-     ^he    Manchester    Association 

^     .    ,         ,       **                    .  .     "^  proposes  that   the   country   members 

patent,  have  been   mere  impositions.  8^^,^!^  vote  by  proxy,  while  the  Na^ 

Let  a  man  who  has  found  out  anything  tional  Association  would  wholly  ex- 
new  and  important,  communicate   it  dude  proxies.    Now,  says  the  Timtt^ 

fairly  and  openly,  and  he  will  have  his  ^^'^  *'0"J^  ^«  P^^'  "?i"?^  'o,{^e  coun- 

/.        '^     "*  try  members;  It  would  virtually  deprive 

reward.  lYiem  of  all  direct  influence  in  the  go- 

The   Marquess   of  Normandy    ex-  Tomment  of  the  College,  throwing  it 

pressed  a  hope  last  week  that  Govern-  almost  exclusively  into  the  hands  of 
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the  London  members;  and  it  may  be  per  in  such  a  case,  as  the  one  in  qnes- 

easily  foreseen  *'  that  unless  the  Na*  tion,  to  have  administered  stimulating 

tional  Association  agrees  to  voting  by  medicines,  and  to  have  allowed  stimu- 

proxy,  they  will  soon  be  national  only  lating  diet."     In  the  face  of  all  this 

in  name.    They  should  at  once  declare  comes  the  evidence  of  other  three  sur- 

their  approval  of  voting  by  proxy ;  if  geons  of  repute,   who  give  as  their 

they  do  not,  they  will  speedily  find  deliberate  opinion,  taking  the  represen- 

themselves    deserted    by    almost    the  tation  to  be  correct,  that  the  aaminis- 

whole  of  the  country  practitioners."  tration  of  brandy,  meat,  and  wine,  was 

totally  incorrect,  as  it  must  have  tended 

MEDICAL  T£STIMO>  Y.  to  increase  the  inflammation  and  ex- 

We  were  reminded  of  Chief  Justice  *"?i^^«  ^'^"^^   ^^"*^^«^'"'  *^*'  t°,  f  «^ 

Dallas'  memorable  declaration  at  Severn  ^^  ^.^V"^  "I!"  *^*  ''''"f  ''''"/!!*  ^^'""^ 

and  King's  trial,  that  "  these  are  not  <?"*^  ^«^^«  been  pursued,  as  the  neccs- 

days  of  triumph    but  days  of  humilia-  f  ^7  ^^^  nraputating  the  foot  appeared 

tion  for  science,"  on  perusing  the  re-  *°  **^y*^  ^,^^°/*^^  rfK^Sllf'"''!'"?  k'' 

port  of  a  case  tried  in  the  Court  of  ^'^  in  short  that  the  treatment  o?  the 

Oucen's  Bench  on  Saturday  last.    The  ^^5S  r^^*J^"?.''"P"'?f''-   a;  ,.     , 

nature  of  the  acUon  was  a^  follows :-  ,.  Notwithstanding  such  conflicUngt^ 

The  defendant,  a  gentleman  of   the  ^*™^?y^*t^J"'^{  *^%^T^°^ '^T^ 

name  of  Lowe    awd  64   but  vieorous  ^^^  *^"'  ^^^^  ^^  "*'"''»  ^^^^  *  verdict 

Sd  Laltl^  was^^^^^^  f*^''  ^**«  P^""^^^'  ^^38  I4s.,  in  arriving 

IStd'iiS'a^p^in t^  -I  -^^^ .--  '^^y  -^'<^^-'^^  '^-  ^^^ 

turned  out  to  be  spontaneous  gangrene.  "  ^^'  ^-P^^ce. 

He  applied  to  Mr.  Baker,  a  sur^on  at  

Hampton,    and   the   plaintiff  in  the       THE  NEW  POLAR  EXPEDITION, 
cause,  who  administered  stimulating 

medicines,  with  brandy,  meat,  and  ™*  admibaltt's  trbatment  ow  thbir 
wine;  and  after  four  or  five  days  re-  mbdical  officers. 
moved  the  toe.  The  disorder  continued,  Some  months  ago,  speaking  of  the 
however,  to  spread  over  the  foot  $  and  treatment  which  medical  men  are  so 
Mr.  Liston,  wno  was  called  in,  cut  off  apt  to  receive  from  the  various  public 
that  also,  after  having  in  vain  tried  to  departments  of  the  state,  we  had  occa- 
save  it  by  the  adoption  of  the  "  sooth-  sion  to  mention  the  shabby  way  in 
ing  system,"  the  very  reverse  of  Mr.  which  the  medical  oflicers  of  the  late 
Baker's,  consisting  in  the  abandon-  Antarctic  Expedition  had  been  met. 
meot  of  "stimuli,"  in  the  administra^  Every  officer  engaged  in  that  expedi- 
tion of  sedatives,  and  in  temperance  tion,  from  the  Commander  downwards, 
and  quiescence.  Subsequently  the  received  a  step  on  his  return,  save  and 
plaintiff  continued  his  attendance  upon  except  the  medical  officers ;  they  alone 
the  defendant,  and  finally  sent  in  his  got  nothing;  naked  they  went  out, 
bill,  which  included  437  visits  at  7b.  6d.  naked  they  came  home,  naked  they 
each,  with  a  charge  of  £13  for  medi-  still  remain  !  Yet  did  these  officers 
cine, — in  all  £193  odd.  The  defend-  voluntarily  consent  to  expatriate  them- 
ant,  loth  to  part  with  both  his  foot  and  selves  from  their  homes,  and  to  en- 
his  money,  refused  payment,  and  the  ac-  counter  the  dangers  of  unknown  seas, 
tion  was  brought  to  recover  the  amount,  for  the  long  period  of  four  years,  and 
The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  antici-  finally  brought  back  their  crews  with- 
pnting  the  defence,  brought  forward  out  the  loss  of  a  man  from  disease, 
three  surgeons  of  note,  together  with  More  than  this,,  the  Antarctic  Expedi- 
Mr.  Liston  himself,  in  order  to  prove  tion  was  without  any  naturalist  beyond 
the  propriety  of  the  treatment.  Their  a  botanist ;  and  as  for  the  prospects 
joint  evidence  went  to  show  that  that  could  be  entertained  of  a  botanist 
"  spontaneous  gangrene  was  not  the  bcin^  of  any  use  amon?  the  ice-bound 
result  of  any  previous  external  injury  islands  or  continents  of  the  Antarctic 
to  the  part  affected,  but  the  symptom  ocean,  he  might  as  well  have  been  left 
and  the  consequence  of  a  debilitated  at  home ;  but  where  the  vegetable 
constitution,  and  that  such  debility  world  fails,  there  does  the  animiu  king- 
may  co-exist  with  the  appearances  of  dom  teem  with  unusual  life ;  and  so  it 
health  and  vigour  in  the  patient,  and  turned  ont.  The  medical  officers  of 
that  it  might  therefore  have  been  pro-  the   Antarctic  Expedition   performed 


684  ROYAL  MEDICAL  AND  CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY. 

the  duties  of  general  naturalists,  and  1.  The  eztraTasated  blood  may  either  be 

brought    home   many    new    and    un-  liquid  or  coagulated ;  if  in  the  latter  state,  it 

known,  and  interesting  specimens,  both  may  be  in  clots,  or  spread  out  in  the  shape 

of  minerals  and  animals.  of  »  thin  membranous  layer. 

There  is  another  Polar  or  Arctic  ex-  2.  Sometimes  the  extravasation  presenU 

pedition  in  process  of  being  fitted  out,  '^^^^^  "?de»"  ^^  shape  of  a  folse  membrane, 

the     Erebus   and   Terror  are   getting  poBsessing  more  or  less  of  the  ongmal  colour 

ready  in  the  river  for  the  Polar  Seas.  °^r®Ji^''°°;     ,          u.  «  -^  ♦    .v     i;^ 

c...^.»^»«  »r»  «v.^«...v.»  ...:ii  Ua  .»^.,:«^«i  3.   ine  Dlood  may  De  nzea  to  Uic  free 

Surgeons,  we  presume,  will  be  required  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  arachnoid,  and  thei«  main, 

for  these  ships ;  but  will  any  be  found  ^^^  ^^    ^  membrane  which,  to  the  naked 

ready  to  volunteer  Uieir  services  m  an  J^^^  ^^  ^^e  characters  of  the  serous 

expedition  from  which  nothing  is  to  membrane  itself. 

be  looked  forward  to  but  risk  and  pri-  4,  xhe  blood  is  frequently  found  enclosed 

vation  in  its  course,  heartless  neglect  in  a  complete  cyst,  of  various  degrees  of 

when  it  is  concluded  ?    We  have  heard  thickness,  which  may  be  removed  unbroken 

it  stated  that  the  surgeon  who  accom-  from  the  cavity  of  the  serous  membrane, 

panied  Captain  Back  was  actually  the  The  author,  having  folly  considered  tbe 

eleventh  who  had  been  appointed — ten  various  appearances  put  on  by  the  extrava- 

struck — would  not  go ;    uie  eleventh  sations  mentioned  in  the  first  and  aeoond 

had  it  signified  to  him  that  he  had  bet-  division,  which  were  illustrated  by  cases  and 

ter  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and  ac-  preparations,  passes  on  to  the  more  impor- 

cept.      Our    brethren    have    had   the  *■"*  subject  of  the  third  division,  which,  he 

farther  experience  of  the  Antarctic  Ex-  '^^n^";  derives  an  increased  degree  of  inte. 

pedition    to    cool  their  zeal  for   Her  «»*  ^"^  ^^5  ^'^k^^^  these  cases  were  for 

Majesty's  Naval  Medical  Service;  and  ^TJ  ^^^^J^      extravasations  of 

*      *  .u  *  *i.-  Tk: t. \.^  «r  blood  between  the  dura   mater   and    the 

r  m"'^  ^''^^•^*'fT?''''''.^'''T  Ml  fi  J  parietal  arachnoid."  After  having  quoted 
the  Navy  Medical  Department  will  find  J  case  thus  described  by  Dr.  Hodgkin,  he 
not  ten  but  twenttf  surgeons  with  cou-  g^^  ^;^^  ^he  result  of  the  investigations 
rage  enough  to  say  nay  to  his  propo-  carried  on  within  the  Ust  few  years  by  seve- 
posals  for  a  voyage  in  either  the  ral  foreign  pathologists,  and  by  himself,  is  so 
Erebus  or  Terror ;  the  conclusion  of  directly  opposed  to  the  opinion  adopted  by 
which,  in  so  far  as  the  medical  officers  Dr.  Hodgkin,  that  he  cannot  but  think  that 
are  concerned,  will  be  an  accumulation  that  author  has  been  led  into  an  error,  of 
of  scurvy  treatment  from  superiors  in  which  the  case  itself  bears,  he  thinks,  inter- 
office, and  as  the  result  of  this,  of  con-  nal  evidence.  All  recent  investigations,  illus- 
tempt  and  neglect  in  the  eyes  of  the  trating  this  point,  tend  to  prove,  that  the  fine 
world.  delicate  membrane  which  covers  these  eztra- 
In  the  late  army  brevets  the  poor  ▼■wtions  is  not  a  portion  of  the  arachnoid 
medical  men  were  alone  neglected,  "tripped  off  from  the  dura  mater,  but  a 
Even  the  Commissariat  were  nSt  over-  ^^^l^  formed  membrane.  This  opimon  is 
looked  :  the  provider  of  forage  of  beef  S^vtTnt'w'JcL'^e^  Ss^^^^^^  U^J'^ 
and  mutton,  soap  and  candles,  and  scribed  as  "  extravasations  of  blood  betwe«i 
other  mercantile  matters  for  the  army,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  .„  ^ut 
had  their  benefit  of  these  brevets ;  the  ^^  correctness  of  this  opinion  is  made 
men  of  science  and  education  were  manifest  by  the  stripping  off  of  the  cyst  con- 
alone  left  out  of  the  question.  taining  the  blood  from  the  parietal  arachnoid 

to  which  it  has  become  adapted.      These 

_,^    .  points  were  illustrated  with  cases  and  dissec- 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  {ions,  of  which  two  preparations  were  ex- 

SOCIE'lT.  hibited. 

Tuesday,  February  11th,  1845.  ,^  Jhe  author  next  proceeds  to  examine  how 

.  this  membrane  is  formed.    He  dissents  from 

Mb.  Stanlby,  President,  in  the  Chair.  the  generaUy  received  opinion,  that  It  is  the 

'  ■  result  of  an  exudation  of  lymph  poured  out 

On  Extrmatutiont  of  Blood  into  the  Copilg  *™"?  **,"S*°°'5  lU^t'^u'"/.?'*'!!^*? 

of  the  Arachnoid  Membrane.    By  Mr.  ff  the  Wood  ;  and  ^mks  that  the  flbnne  of 

Pkkscott    H«WBTr,    Curator    of   St.  the  extravaaated  blood  giTea  rue  to  the  &1« 

George's  Pathological  Mnseum.  monbnine  mdependent  of  any  inflammatory 

^                  °  action  in  the  neighbounng  tissues.    This  he 

Tus  author,  for  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  illustrates  by  various  cases  in  which  there 

arranges  the  extravasations  in  four  divisions,  were  no  appearances  of  inflammation  either 

according  to  their  degrees  of  simplicity.  during  life  or  after  death. 
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1.  Blood  eitravasated  intoTarioua  serous  cellolar  tissue,  whereas,  in  the  second  case, 
csTities,  and  covered  over  by  a  false  mem-  the  cerebral  arachnoid  generally  retained  its 
brane,  without  the  least  trace  of  inflammation  natural  polish  and  thickness,  and  presented 
in  the  neighbouring  tissues.  no  increased  degree  of  vascalarity. 

2.  Blood  eztravasated  into  tissues  also  Mr.  Stanley  referred  to  some  preparations 
becomes  surrounded  by  a  membrane,  de-  of  false  membrane  in  the  museum  of  St. 
pendent  upon  the  fibrine  of  the  eztravasated  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  In  one  of  these 
blood.  cases  the  membrane  was  so  adherent  to  the 

5.  Even  blood  coagulated  in  the  vessels  at  dura  mater,  that  Mr.  Abemethy  at  first 

times  is  covered  by  a  false  membrane,  also  sight  considered  it  to  be  the  arachnoid,  but 

dependent  upon  the  fibrine  of  the  blood,  on  separating  it  from  the  dura  mater,  that 

Here  are  given  two  cases  of  lai^  aneurism,  membrane  was  found  perfectly  smootJi  be- 

cured  by  nature,  in  which  the  surface  of  the  neath  it.     In  another  case  in  which  the  pa- 

coagnla  was  covered  by  a  delicate  membrane  tient  had  been  maniacal  for  some  time  before 

similar  to  the  membrane  of  the  artery ;  and  death,  the  false  membrane  extended  over  the 

one  case  in  which  a  clot  of  blood  was  found,  entire  dura  mater ;  and  in  another  instance, 

in  a  vein,  covered  by  a  delicate  membrane,  there  was  a  double  false  membrane,  with 

in  which  were  several  lai^ge  vessels,  as  yet  effusion  ipto  the  sac. 
unconnected  with    the    general  circulating         Dr.  George  Burrows  made  some  inquiries 

system.  of  Mr.  Hewett,  in  consequence  of  the  abstract 

With  regard  to  the  source  of  the  hcemor-  which  had  been  read  being  insufficient  to 

rhage,  the  author  thinks  that,  in  those  cases  convey  an  adequate  idea  oC  the  author's 

where  no  ruptured  vessel  has  been  detected,  meaning.     The  cases  before  the  Society  had 

the  blood  must  have  been  produced  by  an  reference  to  the  interesting  question  as  to 

exudation  from  the  rupture  of  some  vessels  whether  the  blood  of  the  extravasation  re- 

so  minute  as  to  escape  the  ordinary  means  of  tained  its  vital  properties,  and  had  the  capa- 

investigation.  city  of  self-organisation  ?    The  delicate  false 

These    extravasations    the    author    has  membrane  wUch  surrounded  these  extrava- 

generally  met  with   in  cases  where  there  sations  of  blood  into  serous  cavities,  had  the 

has  been  a  decided  determination  of  blood  to  important  properties,  after  becoming  vas- 

the  head.     He  has  met  with  them  in  cases  colar,  of  acting  as  secreting  and  absorbing 

of  great  and  protracted  anxiety  of  mind,  surfaces.     It  was,  indeed,  through  the  me- 

in  poisoning  by  opium,  in  drunkards,   in  dium  of  these  membranes  that  the  extrava- 

delirium  accompanying  phthisis,  in  maniacal  sated  blood  became  absorbed,  and  through 

patients,  and  in  aged  people,  in  whom  the  their  agency  also,   the  irritating  effects  of 

arteries  have  been  thickened  by  atheromatous  thesfr  extravasations,  which  acted  as  foreign 

deposit.  bodies,  were  mitigated  and  circumscribed. 

The  author  having  pointed  out  the  diffi-  It  did  not  appear  from  the  paper,  ihat  it 

culty  of  the  diagnosis  in  those  cases  which  was  clearly  jletermined  whether  the  false 

have  been  found  to  present  the  symptoms  of  membranes  in  question  were  the  result  of  a 

diseases  of  a  totally  opposite  character,  con-  mysterious  vital  process  in  the  effused  blood 

eludes  by  directing  the  attention   of   the  itself,  or  whether  they  had  their  origin  from 

Society   to  ^e    remarkable  circumstance,  the  vessels  of  the  contiguous  serous  mem. 

already  observed  in   several   caiies,   of   an  brane.     He,  Dr.  Burrows,  .considered  that 

intermission    in    the  symptoms,  either  of  the  blood  when  effused  had  ihe  capacity  of 

coma  or  even  of  paralysis.  exerting  this  vital  power ;   but  under  these 

drcumstances,  as  it  acted  on  a  foreign  body, 

Mr.  Stanley  referred  to  a  question  pro-  and,  of  course,  produced  more  or  less  irrita- 

pounded  in  the  paper  as  to  the  proportion  tion  in  the  contiguous  parts,  these  vessels, 

borne  by  cases  of  false  membrane  from  effu-  under    soch    influence,    might    throw  out 

sion  simply,  to  those  resulting  from  inflam-  lymph  or  fibrin  which  might  become  orga- 

mation.  nised  at  a  subsequent  period ;  although  the 

Dr.  Mayo  made  inquiry  whether  the  false  vascular    actions,    or    excited,    might    not 
membrane  itself  did  not  present  appearances  amount  to  inflammation.    Mr.  Hewett  con- 
by  which  its  true  origin  could  be  deter-  ceived  these  membranes  were  not  the  result. 
mined ;  whetiier,  in  hd,  it  was  the  result  of  of  vascular  action  in  the  arachnoid,  because 
inflammation,  or  of  mere  effusion  of  blood  ?  on    examining  its  surfaces  there  were  no 

Mr.  Hewett  replied,  that  the  distinction  signs  of  the  existence  of  previous  inflamma- 

between  the  appearance  produced  by  an  in-  tion.      Dr.  Burrows  inquired  whether  the 

flammatory  effusion  and  those  of  an  effusion  author,   in  stripping  off  layers  of  lymph 

of  blood  into  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid,  which  had  resulted  from  genuine  inflamma- 

might,  he  thought,  be  established ;    in  the  tion,  had  not  occasionally  found  the  subja- 

first  case,  the  investing  membranes  of  the  cent  serous  tissue  scarcely  at  all  altered  in 

brain  were  thickened  and  vascular,  with  ef-  structure,  and  without  any  signs  of  increased 

fusion  most freouentiy  in  the  sab-aroohnoid  vascularity?    Hp.  ^-   '?»•——  r   -3    -:*w^ 
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CLINICAL  LEtmiRB  about  for  many  hours  together.     He  gradu- 

ally  began  to  find  that  he  could  not  walk  bo 

^"  far  or  so  fast,  or  so  upright,  as  he  used ;  and 

DISEASES    OF    THE    SPINE,    this  inability  incrcMed  upon  him.     H«fex- 

penenced  a  sensation  of  weannen  m  his 

Bt  Samuel  Sollt,  F.R.S.  lcg«f  which  he  could  not  attribute  to  ordi- 

Senlor  Assistant-Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's         nary  fatigue ;  It  annoyed  him  a  good  d^, 

Hos^tal.  as  he  was  fond  of  walking,  jumping,  &c.    By 

^^  degrees  he  found  that  he  could  not  turn  in 

bed  without  pain,  and  this  increased  in  se- 
Gbntlbmkn, — ^We  must  on  this  occasion  verity.  His  heart's  action  became  irregular 
return  to  the  subject  of  rheumatic  caries  of  and  intermittent.  But  all  these  symptoms 
-Uw  spinp  I  concluded  my  last  lecture  with  he  was  disposed  to  attribute  to  dyspepsia, 
the  relation  of  a  case  which  illustrates,  in  and  the  effect  of  anxiety  in  his  business : 
the  most  striking  manner,  the  gradual  and    at  this   time   his  bowels   and  liver  jacteH 


jerions  progress  of  this  disease,  and  the  ob-  naturally,  but  his  appetite  was  uncertain 

scurity  of  its  S3^ptoms  in  the  early  stages  and  capricious. 

of  it.  To-day  I  shall  relate  a  case  in  which  About  the  middle  of  December,  1843,  all 
the  symptoms  were  more  clearly  developed  these  symptoms  increased  so  mudi,  and  he 
in  the  first  instance,  and  in  which  the  pro-  became  so  irritable  and  nervous,  that  he 
gresa  of  the  disease  has  been  arrested  by  came  up  to  town  and  consulted  me  regard- 
prompt  and  decided  measures.  ing  them.  From  his  statement  I  felt  very 
Dec.  1842.— E.  F.,  aged  37,  fdr  com-  little  doubt  as  to  their  spinal  origin.  On 
plexion,  slightly  inclined  to  strumous  dia-  stripping  him  I  found  no  irregviarity  of 
thesis;  six  feet  in  height,  well-formed  these  bones;  but  on  tapping  the  spine 
broad  chest ;  great  muscular  powerin  lifting  downwards,  as  soon  as  I  came  to  the  tJiird 
heavy  weights  i  very  temperate,  and  active  dorsal  he  cried  out ;  the  fourth  and  the  fifth 
habits ;  able  to  endure  &tigue ;  not  parti-  were  also  tender.  He  ssid  that  it  was  not 
cnlarly  robust,  but  seldom  ill.  Has  lately  acute  pain  that  he  experienced  from  the  ex- 
suffered  from  occasional  feelings  of  rheuma-  amination,  but  a  horrible  sickening  feeling, 
tism  in  his  joints,  so  that,  on  first  moving  which  lasted  more  or  less  for  a  quarter  of 
them  in  the  morning,  they  have  felt  stiff,  snd  an  hoar  afterwards. 

as  if  the  surfaces  grated  upon  one  another :  From  my  house  he  proceeded,  by  my  ad- 

when  suffering  from  dyspepsia,  all  his  rheu-  vice,  to  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  who,  after  a 

matic  feelings  were  aggravated.    At  the  be-  careful  examination,^  confirmed  my  diagnosis 

bcigtnning  of  1 843  he  first  began  to  feel  pain  that  it  was  a  case  of  rheumatic  caries, 

in  his  back,  especially  when  leaning  against  I  now  insisted  upon  his  lying  down,  with- 

a  chair,  and  aU  chairs  felt  equally  nnoom-  out  interruption,  for  at  least  two  months ; 

fortable ;  but  to  this  he  attaolied  no  impor-  and  althongh  this,  at  the  time,  appeared  to 

tance,  believing  the  pain  to  be  under  the  him  to  be  a  sacrifioe  of  all  his  professional 

angle  of  the  acapnia,  until  his  spine  was  ex-  prospects,  nevertheless,  feeling  that  he  re- 

amtned,  when  he  recognised  the  pain  he  quired  rest,  he  complied  with  the  directions, 

experienced  from  tapping  it  as  the  same  he  and  ordered  a  double-inclined  coudi  for  the 

had  felt  so  long.     He  had  a  sensation  of  purpose.    For  two  days  he  kept  the  recum- 

tightneas  round  the  chest,  as  if  girt  in  by  a  bent  postura  on  an  ordinary  bed,  but  ha 

belt.    Duong  this  time  he  was  a  good  deal  wis  wretched,  and  he  said  tiiat  no  words 

harassed  by  busineiB,  driving  and  walking  could  express  the  relief  he  experienced  on 

900.— xxxv.  2  T 
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being  removed  to  hU  couch.     On  the  ordi-  our  early  treatment  of  this  duetse.     Withoot 

nary  bed  he  could  scarcely  place  himself  in  troubling  you  with  a  detail  of  other  cues  of 

any  position  in  which  his  back  was  free  from  a  similar  character,  those  we  have  before  vs 

iineasinesB  or  pain.  afford  strong  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this 

On  the  24th  of  December,  he  commenced  view^  of  its  pathology.     A.  B.  was  always 

a  course  of  mercury,  by  taking  one  grain  of  relieved,  in  the  early  stage  of  his  disorder,  by 

calomel  three  times  a  day,  and  six  leeches  local  depletion,  and  the  disorder  was  eri- 

to  the  region  of  the  3d,  4th,  and  5th  dorsal,  dently  for  the  time  arrested  in  its  progress. 

From    these    he    experienced    relief,    but  though  not  altogether  annihilated,  as,    its 

they  made  him  feel  so  weak,  that  for  some  nature    not  being  understood,   the   whole 

days  he  could  not  raise  himselfin  bed  without  plan  of  treatment  was  vacillating  and  empi- 

fainting.     He  continued  the  same  dose  of  rical.     In  Cripps' case,  as  soon  as  his  system 

mercury  for  three  weeks,  when  his  mouth  was  affected  by  mercury,  so  soon  did  his 

became  gently  affected,  and  we  now  reduced  paralytic  symptoms  subside.     And  in  the 

it  to  a  grain  every  night.    At  the  end  of  six.  last  case,  the  same  result  followed  tibe  oAe  of 

weeks  he  was  able  to  turn  on  his  couch  with-  the  same  antiphlogistic  remedies, 
out  pain,  and  at  the  end  of  eleven  weeks  he        In  treating   this    disorder  as  inflamms» 

was  so  well  that  I  allowed  him  to  leave  his  tory,    let   me  beseech  you  to    remember, 

couch,  but  he  could  not  sit  up  without  faint-  what   I  have  so  often  dwelt  upon  in  re- 

ing.     I  therefore  ordered  for  him  a  spinal  gard  to  the  treatment  of  all  affections  of  the 

support,  made  by  Mr.  Bigg,  of  Leicester  nervous  centres,  namely,  the  general  depres- 

Sq«are.    This  has  proved  so  useful  to  him,  sion  of  the  vital  powers  which  attends  an  in- 

that  he  has  never  experienced  any  feeling  flammation    of   their    structure.      It  wfll 

of  syncope  since  its  application,  and  he  has  scarcely  ever  bear  active  treatment,  and  the 

continued  to  wear  it  with  the  greatest  com-  bloodletting    should    be  almost  invariably 

fort  ever  since.     He  now  took  the  iodide  of  merely  local.      Indeed,    all    antiphlogistic 

potassium  in  two  grain  doses,  with  saraapa-  treatment  must  be  employed  with  great  can- 

rilla,  and  in  a  very  short  time  was  again  able  tion.     Now,  if  the  first  case,  that  of  A.  B., 

to  resume  his  professional  duties,  and  which  exhibits  the  evils  which  ensue  from  a  man 

he  has  continued  to  perform  with  perfect  pursuing  his  occnpacion,  and  following  his 

ease  and  comfort  to  himself,    with  every  profession,  is  spite  of  all  his  sufferiBg,  so  does 

feeling  of  health ;  and  up  to  this  time  he  the  third  case  demonstrate  the  value  of  per- 

has  had  no  return  of  his  idlments.  feet  rest,  with  efficient  antiphlogistic  trest- 

I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  in  regard-  ment,  in  staying  the  progress  of  this  fonni- 

ing  the  three  cases  I  have  just  related  as  dable  disease. 

pregnant  with  matter  for  serious  reflection.  I  need  hardly  insist  on  the  importance 
The  first  point  that  I  think  must  strike  yon  of  a  correct  diagnosis  and  prognosis  in 
is  the  length  of  period  for  whidi  this  disease  these  cases  ;  and  if  it  is  important  for  yoe 
may  exist,  and  its  real  nature  remain  undis-  to  distinguish  between  lateral  curvature  and 
covered ;  also,  the  extent  to  which  the  ce-  angular  curvature,  so  is  it  even  stili  mote 
rebro -spinal  system  may  be  affected  before  important  that  yon  should  distinguish  be- 
there  is  any  alteration  in  the  form  of  the  tween  ordinary  or  airumous  caries  of  the 
vertebral  ccAumn,  or  any  external  mark  in-  spine,  and  the  rktmnutiie  caries  of  Sir  B. 
dicating  disease  of  the  osseous  tissue.  No  Brodie,  for  I  am  oonvinoed  that  the  two 
one  w)k>  has  listened  to  the  graphic  account  diseases  are  essentially  different,  both  as  re- 
which  my  friend  has  written  of  the  rise  and  gards  their  origin,  progress,  and  tormina- 
progress  of  his  sufferings,  that  lagave  m  my  tion,  and  the  treatment  required  for  their 
last  lecture,  can,  I  think,  doubt  that  they  core;  and  again,  between  the  latter,  and  dis- 
depended  on  irritation  of  the  spinal  cord,  ease  of  the  chord  independent  of  disease  of 
But  whence  the  exciting  —  the  proximate  the  bone.  Sir  B.  Brodie,  in  a  lecture  pub* 
cause  of  thii irritation?  In  the onlinary, or  lished  in  the  Lancet,  of  the  80th  of  Dee. 
strumous  caries  of  the  vertebra,  I  have  aL>  1843,  has  remarked  that  rheumatie  caries  is 
ready  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  subae*  alwaya  accompanied  with  pain ;  scrofiikNn 
quent  panlysis  is  occasioned  by  fibrinous  caries,  though  fkequentiy,  not  so  invariably ; 
elfosiott  into  the  canal,  and  not  by  the  pres-  snd  in  paraplegia,  from  (Useoae  of  the  ohonl, 
sure  of  the  overlapping  bones,  and  so  in  ind^endentof  disease  of  the  vertebrse,  there 
rheumatic  cariea  1  have  no  doubt  absorption  is  an  entire  absoice  of  pain.  The  history  of 
'of  the  bone,  which  ultimately  demonstrates  each  esse  will  ako  assist  you— the  prssMiee 
itself  by  the  angular  curvature,  is  preceded  or  absence  of  a  riieumatie  or  of  a  scrofoloos 
by  inflammation  of  its  substance.  And,  diathesis— -the  morel  history  of  your  patient, 
therefore,  so  soon  as  the  inflammation  of  independent  of  disease  of  the  ebovd^bdngge- 
the  bone  has  extended  to  the  membranes  of  neratty  the  resell  of  excess  in  ^enery,  by 
the  oord«  so  soon  do  we  haive  evidence  of  persons  lending  sedentary  lives,  and  engaged 
spioftl  irritation.  If  this  view  of  the  case  be  hi  continual  mental  exertion.  Bat  In  tlwse 
correct,  it  has  a  mort  important  bcaiiag  on  last  eaaes-^snd  I  have  seen  tcvenl-*4hereia 
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BD  prin  on  tapping  the  spine.    But,  on  the  mare,  and  a  feeling  aa  if  a  thick  cord  were 

other  hand,  there  are  cases  of  spinal  disease  tied  round  the  chest :  this  spasmodic  feeling 

la  which  the  diagnosis  is  not  so  easy.    The  wss  relieved  by  castor  oil. 
palieBC   anflers    severe    pain    on  pressure         She  gradually  more  and  more  lost  the  nse 

over  the  spinovs  praeesaes,  with  total  loss  of  of  her  limbs ;  at  last,  she  could  not  sit  up 

power  of  the  legs,  bnt  without  any  irregu*  for  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 

urity  of  the  vertebra,  or  other  evidence  of  without  experiencing  a  most  distressing  dif- 

the  existence  of  disease  of  the  bones.     The  ficulty  of  breathing.     She  toid  me  that  after 

most  anomalous  symptoms,  however,  gene-  striving  for  three  years  against  it,  she  found 

rally  occur  in  females  ;  and  when  we  find  in  that  not  only  could  she  not  breathe,  but  that 

our  examination  of  these  oases  that  there  is  she  bad  severoipain  and  anguish  (>etween  her 

no  evidence  of  a  rheumatic  tendency  pre-  shoulders.    During  this  time  she  only  found 

vionsly,  that  they  have  never  soiTered  from  relief  from  the  very  hardest  mattr^s.     She 

rheumatic  pains,  and  that  the  tenderness  on  informs   me  that,  now,   the  only  way  she 

pressure  isnot  confined  definitively  toany  par-  can  keep  her  back  at  all  tree  from  pain  is  by 

ticular  portion  of  the  spiiie,  severe  pressure  lying  on  a  thick  nad  laid  inside  her  stays ; 

not  inflieting  more  pain  than  slight;  again,  the  tJiough  it  is  very  uncomfortable  with  it,  it  is 

pain  shifting,  sometimes  in  one  portion  of  the  absolute  anguish  without  it,  for  then  she  can 

spine,  sometimes  in  another ;  and  if ^  in  ad-  scarcely  speak  or  move.     She  cannot  lie  in 

dition  to  this,  you  find  elear  signs  of  an  hys-  any  position  for  more  than  two  hours  at  a 

terioal  diathesis,  yon  may  generally  refer  time,  and  finds  relief  by  lying  on  her  chest 

such  ailments  to  an  hysterical  origin.    This  and  on  her  right  side,  bnt  never  on  the  left, 

term,   however,  is  liable  to  mislead  ;  hys-  She  is  a  sensible  woman,  of  naturally  good 

terieal  complaints  are  often  s^t  down  as  al-  constitution,  healthy  parents,  and  has  never 

together  imaginary,  but  such  is  not  the  case,  exhibited  any  signs  of  hysteria.     She  is  thin 

they  are  often  most  serious  to  the  patient,  and  wasted,  and  her  digestion  mnch  tm- 

and  most  harassing  and  diflSoult  to  theprac-  paired  ;   she  cannot  digest  any  meat,  lives 

titioner.  principally  on  fish  and  vegetables,  and  fari- 

There  are  casea  on  record  in  which  fe-  naoeous  food.     She  is  cheerful  and  con*^ 

males  have  been  confined  to  their  couch  for  tented.     I  persuaded  her  to  try  and  sit  up 

years  with  most  of  the  signs  of  spinal  dis-  in  a  spinal  support,  similar  to  the  one  which 

ease,  and  who  have  suddenly  recovered  the  gave  so  much  relief  in  E.  F.'s  case,  but  the 

use  of  their  limbs,  and  lost  all  pain  in  their  distress  which  the  change  of  posture  occa- 

iMck,  under  the  excitement  of  some  strong  sioned  was  frightful.      She  seemed  almost 

mental  impression ;  such  as  the  fear  of  fire  suffocated  ;   she  described  it  afterwards  aa 

having  brc4en  out  in  their  house,  &c.   Then,  abs<^ute  inability  to  breathe,  but  not  pal- 

aigain,  there  are  other  cases  in  which  severe  pitation  of  the  heart :  this  she  felt  sub- 
pain  and  weakness  in  the  vertebral  column     sequently. 

had  been  indneed  by  over-exertion  in  young  My  impression, after  carefiilly  investigating 
and  delicate  females  of  tall  statnre,  and  slight     idl  the  circumstances  connected  with  this 

muscular  power,  at  a  time  when  they  have  lady's  afflictions,  is,  that  her  sufferings  do 

been  lowered  by  menorrksgia,  or  other  de-  not  arise  from  any  positive  disease  ot  the 
biUUting  causes.  Not  long  ago,  I  was  con-  vertebrtf  ;  and  my  chief  reason  for  this 
suited  by  a  lady,  residing  in  a  beakhy  sitna-  opinion  is,  that  there  is  no  deformity, 
tion  in  Surrey,  who  is  now  30  years  of  ng^,  although  the  disease  hss  now  lasted  seven- 
end  has  been  more  or  less  on  her  back  for  teen  years,  and  the  entire  absence  of  rheu- 
18  years,  but  in  whom  there  is  no  irregu-  matic  symptoms  :  nevertheless,  the  ezaot 
larity  of  the  vertebral  column  whatever,  or  pathological  conditk)n  is  by  no  means  clear, 
other  indications  of  disease  of  the  bone.  She  But  iu  very  obscurity  renders  the  ease  in- 
cannot  bear  the  slightest  pressure  over  the  stroctive,  for  if  it  should  prove  to  be  rheu- 
Inmbar  vertebm,  bnt  finds  relief  from  pres-  matic  caries,  to  which  in  many  respects  it 
oare  over  the  doraal  and  sacral  vertebra.  bears  considerable  resemblance,  it  will  throw 

She  first  began  to  suflRer  pain  in  her  back  some  light  on  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
seventeen  years  ago,  which  she  attributed  to  is  a  case  of  spinal  irritatioii  without  actual 
over  exertion  when  suffering  from  menor-  change  of  structure,  it  shows  to  what  an 
rhagia.  Her  pain  was  always  aggravated  by  extent  functional  detmngement  may  oocnr 
a  long  walk,  by  carrying  anything  heavy,  or  -without  disease.  With  regard  to  trefltmant, 
■ny  over  exertion  which  produced  fhtigoe ;  her  extreme  debility  put  all  antiphlogiatic 
attd  this  inefeased  so  much,  that  if  she  sat  measures,  even  of  the  mildest  bharaeter, 
up  for  any  length  of  tkue  togetlier,  she  lost  quite  out  of  the  question.  You  all  know 
the  use  of  her  imbe,  but  always  reeovowdit  how  much  I  Value  tlie  ood-liveT  oil  as  a 
ufter  lying  fist  fov  a  short  time.  After  a  remedial  agent ;  I  was  therefore  much 
ycu  or  two  this  was  folk)wed  by  vtoleot  pleased  When,  after  suggesting  thk  with 
opasms  and  cfumpa  in  her  atuss,  hy  Whieh  various  other  tOnicS,  she  told  me  that  it  waa 
her  Uiuba  were  firmly  tied,  horriMe  nighlk    the  eriy  one  that  ever  iigMed  with  her* 
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Her  general  health  has  decidedly  improTed  -  residence  had  been  the  aabjeet  €d 

•inoe  she  has  been  taking  it.  pain  in  the  back  and  loina  for  some  months 

Pathology  qf  rheumatic  eariei, — Ever  antecedently  to  her  laat  pregnancy*  Tbeae 
since  I  bemae  acqaainted  with  the  existence  pains,  as  is  usoal  in  snch  cases,  were  refeticd 
of  the  disease  which  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie  to  and  treated  for  a  rhenmatic  affection  of 
has  thus  designated,  I  have  naturally  re-  the  muscles  of  her  loins.  Daring  her  gestatioii 
▼oWed  carefully  what  is  the  condition  of  the  the  disorder  became  greatly  aggravafeed,  and 
bones ;  are  they  really  in  a  state  of  ulcere-  she  became  totally  helpless  and  bed-ridden, 
tion,  as  in  strumous  caries,  or  are  they  in  a  Sbeerentnally  dieid.  Upon  cxaminatiiw  alter 
totally  different  condition  ?  As  I  haye  not  death,  the  pelvis  presented  the  characteristic 
yet  had  the  opportunity  of  .examining  the  deformitiea  of  malacosteon ;  whilst*  also, 
bones  in  this  disease  after  death,  all  that  I  several  of  the  lumbar  vertebrc,  which  were 
have  to  say  on  the  subject  is  necessarily  imbedded  in  grume  and  pus,  from  ulceradon 
conjectural ;  and  I  do  not  wish  you  to  and  destruction  of  the  immediately  con- 
receive  my  opinions  in  any  other  light  than  tiguons  soft  parte,  were  in  a  state  of  caries, 
as  a  theory.  No  other  parts  of  the  skeleton  of  this  sub- 

I  believe  that  this  disease  is  local,  mol-  ject  than  the  pelvis  had  suffered  distortion, 

Kties  ossium  rubra  et  JragilU.    I  know  nor  could  any  of  her  cylindrical  bones  be 

that  this  view  will  be  objected  to,  on  the  discovered  to    have   been    in    any  degree 

ground  that  moUities  ossium  is  a  general,  affected  by  the  disease."    It  is  to  be  regretted 

not  a  partial  disease,  and  that  it  is  always  that  in  this  short  description    the    exact 

fatal.      In  the  paper  which  the  Medico-  appearance  which  the  diseaae  exhibited  had 

Chinugical  Society  did  me  the  honour  to  not  been  mora  accuratdy  described,  but  as 

publish,  on  the  pathology  of  moUities  ossium,  far  as  it  goes  it  tends  to  support  my  hypo- 

I  related  two  cases  which  occurred  in  the  thesis. 

practice  of  Mr.  Hodgson,  of  Birmingham,        In  the  paper  which  I  have  referred  to  in 

in  which  this  disease  was  confined  to  one  the  Medico-Chimrgical  Transactions,  I  have 

bone,  and  1  have  little  doubt,  that  when  the  stated  my  opinion  that  moUities  ossinaa  is 

characters  of  this  disease  are  better  under-  essentiaUy  an  inflammatory  disessCj  snd  ss 

stood,  we  shaU  find  it  more  Umited  than  such  ought  to  be  treated ;  and  if  this  view 

is  at  present  supposed.     It  has  been  long  be  correct,  you  wiU  see  that  in  this  reqpect 

known  to  the  accoucheur  that  the  bones  also  it  resembles  this  rheumatic  caries, 
of  the  pelvis  wiU  be  slone    the    subject        I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  quote  the 

of   moUities    ossium,  and  also  that   they  opinion  of  the  inteUigent  friend  whose  esse 

will  again  recover  their  natural  condition.  I  have  related  in  his  own  words,  in  support 

Dr.  Rigby,    in  his  exceUent  work  entitled  of  this  hypothesis.     In  one  of  his  letters  he 

'*  A    System   of  Midwifery,"    page    186,  expresses  the  opinion  *' that  the  condition  of 

says,    '*  MoUities    ossium    seldom    attacks  the  bone  is  simply  that  of  moUities  osnum  ; 

women  who  have  had  no  children ;  some-  that  moUities  ossium  is,  as  you  have  coojec- 

times  it  begins  shorUy  after  deUvery,  and  tured,  a3  oHftne  inflammatory." 
very  frequentiy  during  pragnancy,  during        lliere  is  another  circumstance  which  ap- 

the  progress  of  which  it  continues  to  in-  pears  to  strengthen  tlus  argument.    During 

crease.    Hence  it  occasionally  happens  that  the  progress  of  true  moUities  ossium,  there 

a  woman  has  given  birth  to  several  healthy  is  a  deficiency  of  secretion  of  phosphate  of 

children  without  any  unusual  difficulty  in  lime  into  the  bones,  while  there  is  an  excne- 

ber  labours,  and  where,  after  this,  the  pelvis  tion  of  it  finom  out  of  the  system  by  the 

has  gradually  become   so   deformed  from  kidneys,  the  urine  being  loaded  with  it.     In 

moUities  ossium  as  to  render  deUvery  im-  A.  B.'s  case  the  urine  became  phosphatic 

possible  by  the  natural  passages."    **  Where  just  previous  to  the  alteration  in  the  bone, 

the  disease,"  continues  the  same  author,  which  exhibited  itself  in  angular  curvature ; 

**  has  ceased  some  time  before  death,  and  and  since  he  baa  been  at  Brighton  he  has 

bone  earth  has  been  again  deposited — shew-  passed  a  calculus  composed  of  phosphate  of 

ing  that  the  disease  is  srrested."    Again,  at  lime,  and  shortiy  after  this  the  urine  ceased 

p.  1 88  in  the  same  work,  we  find :  *<  MoUitiei  to  deposit  blood  or  phosphate  of  lime.    The 

ossium,  to  a  slight  extent,  we  believe,  is  not  excretion  of  blood  I  beUeve  wss  occasioned 

very  uncommon,  slthongh  esses  of  extreme  by  the  irritation  of  the  cslcolns ;  his  spinal 

deformity  from  this  cause  are  of  rare  occur-  disesse  wss  arrested.    In  one  of  his  letters 

rence."  written  at  this  time  he  says, — ^"  yon  will  be 

0r.  Davis,  late  Professor  of  Obstetric  deUghted  to  hear  that  I  am  a  good  deal  im- 

Medicine   at    University    College,    states,  proved.    The  hamaturia  terminated  in  n 

in  his  work  on  obstetrics,  <*  that  moUities  small  calculus  of  the  tr^>le  phosphatic  cha- 

ossium  is  in  many  cases  sn  exclusive  affeo-  racter,  sfaioe  which  there  has  beoi  no  news 

tion  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  snd  of  the  of  importance  from  the  renal  disfriots.    It 

inferior  portions  of  the  spinal  column.    A  is  so  long  shioe  I  heard  from  my  back  that 

lady  is  the  neighbourhood  of  the  author's  I  am  almost  in  h(^  that  I  ahall  never  hear 
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'               from  it  again."    ThU  .was  written  prior  to  horiiontal  porition,  and  in  a  ahort  time  tlie 

>                the  medical  attendance  which  fktigued  him  tomor  formed  by  the  abaoeaa  in  the  groin 

I                ao  much,  and  threw  him  back  again.    So  diiappeared,  and  another  shewed  itself  over 

that  it  would  appear  that  after  the  inflamma-  the  os  innominatum.     On  the  15th  of  May, 

*                tory  stage  had  ceased,  the  natural  deposit  this  abscess  was  opened,  and  about  forty 

I                of  time  into  tlie  bone  was  arreted,  and  then,  ounces  of  Y>mi  were  discharged.    After  this 

but  not  till  then,  did  the  deformity  of  the  he  gradually  sunk,  and  died,  worn  out  by 

spine  take  place,  and  when  the  abnormal  profuse  suppuration,  on  the  19th  of  August 

excretion  of  this  earth  by  the  kidneys  ceased,  following. 

and  its  normal  secretion  by  the  Tessels  of  On  dTssection  it  was  found  that  the  ean- 

the  bone  recommenced,  then  did  his  sufierings  cellous  structure,  and  all   the  dorsal  and 

cease,  and  his  reooyery  begin.     In  another  lumbar  vertebrae,  was  of  a  dark  red  colour, 

letter  A.  B.  makes  the  following  ingenious  and  softer  than  natural,  so  that  they  might 

suggestion :  "  If  you  consider  phosphorus  is  be  cut  with  a  common   scalpel,   or  even 

required  both  for  the  brain  matter  and  bone  crushed  by  the  pressure  of  the  thumb  and 

matter,  you  can  get  at  something  like  a  finger.    Ae  opposite  surfaces  of  the  bodies 

reason  why  nervous  ezbaustioa  should  cause  of  the  secord  and  third  lumbar  vertebrae, 

a  diminished  supply  of  phosphate  of  lime  and  of  the  cartilage  between  them  at  the  pos- 

in  the  bones,  for  as  the  brain  ia  more  worthy  terior  part,  were  extensively  destroyed  by 

than  the  bone,  the  constitution  would  give  ulceration. 

phosphorus  for  medulla  first  before  bone."  Anteriorly  the  bones  and  the  intervertebral 

Acting  upon  this  suggestion,  I  should  not  cartilage  were  entire,  and  the  latter  was  in  a 

hesitate  to  give  pUbsphoric  acid  internally  in  perfectly  natural  state,  but  the  bones  through- 

this  stage  of  the  disease.     It  will  do  no  liarm  out  were  of  a  dark  and  almost  black  colour, 

even  if  it  does  not  act  specifically,  for  it  u  a  On  one  side  of  the  body  of  the  twelve  dorsal 

good  tonic,  and  often  agrees  with  the  diges-  vertebrae  there  was  a  small  ulcerated  spot, 

tive  organs  better  than  the  sulphuric  acid,  forming  an  opening  which  extended  itself 

You  may  begin  with  ten  minims  of  the  dilute  into  a  small  cavity  into  the  centre  of  the 

acid  in  water  for  a  dose.  bone.    The  bone  was  also  of  a  black  colour, 

I  think  that  it  must  be  evident  to  all  pa-  but  the  intervertebral  cartilages  connected 

thologists  who  have  examined  the  condition  with  the  other  vertebra  were  in  a  perfectly 

of  the  vertebral  colamn  after  death  in  cariea  natural  state. 

of  these  bones,  that  there  are  two  different  The  abscess  had  originated  in  the  csrious 

diseases ;  in  the  one  there  is  a  deposition  of  surfaces  of  the  second  and  third  lumbar 

scrofulous  tubercle,  and  the  softening  which  vertebrae,  and  had  extended  itself  behind  the 

exists  appears  to  depend  on  this  deposition  ;  left  psoas  muscle,  as  low  as  the  upper  and 

in  theodier  tbe bones  are  red,  andcbarged  with  anterior  part  of  the  left  thigh,  where  it  made 

soft  grumous  matter.  It  is  true,  that  this  form  a  turn  backwards  on  the  inside  of  the  tendon 

of  diseaae  ia  sometimes  accompanied  with  of  the  psoas  muscle,  and  thus  made  its  way 

suppuration,  and  so  hr  thia  would  appear  to  to  the  place  where  it  was  opened  on  the  pos- 

mititate  sgatnst  my  theory  that  angular  cur*  terior  part. 

vature  without  suppuration  is  dependent  on  The  ribs  were  throughout  unusually  vas- 

a  different  disease;    but  my  object  is  to  cular  and   brittle,   so  that  they  might  be 

bring  before  you  all  the  pathological  facts  broken  by  the  slightest  force.    There  were 

which  bear  upon  this  subject,  even  though  I  vomicae  in  the  lungs,  and  tubercles  in  the 

may  not  be  able  to  expkun  their  relation  to  Uver." 

one  another  at  present.  But  I  must  not  detain  you  any  longer  on 
I  was  very  much  struck  with  the  account  the  consideration  of  these  views  of  the  patho- 
of  the  post-mortem  appearances  in  the  fol-  logy  of  rheumatic  caries,  by  which  name  we 
lowing  case  related  by  Sir  B.  Brodie,  in  his  will  continue  to  derignate  the  disease,  until  we 
work  on  Diseases  of  the  Joints*.  The  ap-  can  shew  by  post-mortem  evidence  that  the 
pearance  of  the  bones  is  exactly  similar  to  term  mollitiea  vertebralis  may  be  substitnted 
that  which  I  have  observed  in  true  mollitiea  for  that  of  caries.  Time  and  further  facts  alone 
ossium.  can  shew  their  truth  or  error ;  resting  satisfied 
"CasbLXVI.— EdwardGriffiths,45yeara  at  present,  that  the  diagnostic  marks  of  the 
of  age,  was  admitted  into  St.  Gcorge'a  Hos-  disease  are  strong  and  clear,  that  the  plan  of 
pital,on  the  I6thof  April,  1818,  on  account  treatment  which  ought  to  be  pursued  is 
of  an  absoeaa  which  presented  itself  in  the  equally  so,  and  that  if  the  disease  is  not 
left  grmn.  He  said  that  about  four  months  detected  in  its  early'stages,  that  your  prog- 
before  hia  admission  he  had  been  aeized  nosis  must  be  unfavourable, 
with  pain  in  the  loins,  and  that  the  tumour  I  will  now  conclude  with  some  fur- 
in  the  groin  had  appeared  about  six  weeks  ther  remarks  on  one  point  in  the  manage- 
after  tbe  commencement  of  the  pain.  He  ment  of  these  cases,  to  which  I  have  scarcely 
was  directed  to  remain  constantly  in   the  sufficiently  adverted. 

_  In  the  treatment  of  all  affections  of  the 

*  4th  Bditkm,  p.  S45.  spinal  chord ,  whether  dependent  on  disease  of 
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the  ▼ertebrtt  or  not,  it  is  especially  im- 
portant to  bear  in  mind  the  sympathy 
which  exists  between  it  and  the  brain.  The 
mind  must  be  kept  at  rest;  the  mental 
powers  mnst  not  be  exerted;  the  mental 
energy  mnst  be  hnsbanded^  or  the  spinal 
ehord  will  safier. 

The  brain  itself  is  more  irritable,  and  less 
capable  of  enduring  fatigne.  1  have  lately 
seen  this  painfully  illustrated  in  the  person 
of  my  friend,  to  whom  I  ha¥eorten  referred. 
tie  had  been  obliged  to  attend  an  old  patient  of 
his,  who  came  to  the  same  watering  place  aa 
he  had  chosen  for  his  own  health. 

The  case  was  an  anxious  one,  and  the 
attendance  was  heavy.  The  consequence 
was  that  he  felt,  to  use  his  own  words — "  the 
full  amount  of  nenrous  force  very  sensibly 
diminished,  which  proved  itself  to  me  by 
occasional  giddiness,  sleeplessness,  and  loss 
of  flesh." 

In  another  letter  he  thus  vividly  enume- 
rates the  various  ways  in  which  the  brain  is 
sympathetically  affected  in  these  diseases. 

"  1 .  Despondency.  2.  Torpor.  3.  Strange 
sensations;  «,  a  wave  breaking  forwards 
over  the  forehead ;  d,  a  sound  or  flash  of 
light  within  the  calvarinm ;  c,  spectral 
illusions— exceedingly  vivid;  d,  tolling  of 
bells  in  the  ears ;  e,  occipital  pains. 
4.  Throbbing  in  the  head— -clappings.  5. 
Sleep  disturbed ;  a,  fearful  dreams. 

**  To  live  in  terror  of  those  fearfVfl  dreams 
That  shakes  us  aightly— — 

' better  be  with  the  dead 

Than  in  the  torture  of  the  mind  to  lie 

In  restless  ecstasy.'*  Macbbth. 

}.  XJnrefreshing  repose — morning  weari- 
ness i  c,  broken  by  sensations  of  fire  or 
ftdling. 

Indeed,  Shakspeare  must  have  thought  of 
me  beforehand,  when  he  penned  this  : — 

"  Oh  !  I  have  past  such  miserable  nights, 
So  foil  of  ugly  siffhtB,  of  ghastly  dreams. 
That,  as  I  am  a  Christian  fkithftil  man, 
I  would  not  spend  another  such  a  nigbt, 
Tbo'  'twere  to  buy  a  world  of  happy  days : 
So  fall  of  dismal  terror  was  the  time." 

Richard  III. 

mV  PKRIOniCAL  MATCTRATIOK  AN»  BX- 
TRUSION  OV  OTA,  INDBPBNPSNTLT  OV 
COITUS,  IN  MAITMALIA  AND  MAN, 

PROVED  TO  BE 

THE 

PRIMARY  CONDITION  TO  THEIR 
PROPAGATION. 

Bt  Th.  L.  W.  Bischoff, 

Professor  of  Medicine,  and  Director  of  the  Pby- 
sioU^cal  Institute  at  Giessen,  &g.  &c. 

Trmuimtsdhy 

Hekrt  Smith,  Esq.  F.R.C.S.  &c. 

[Continued  Arom  p.  506.] 

The  following  are  my  own  observa- 
tioxis  in  reference  to  this  part  of  my 


«ubjeet  (viz.  that  the  ora  quit  the  i 

and  enter  the  £ftllo|>ian  tube,  when  the 

act  of  coition  is  not  effected  at  ail)  :^ 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  7th  December,  1843,  I  obtained  a 
lamb,  which  had  presented  mgom  oi 
being  **at  heat"  aoont  an  hour  pre- 
vious, but  which  had  not  receiTed  the 
male.  The  animal  was  forthwith  shwfr 
up  alone.  The  following  .morning'  I 
admitted  the  male  to  it;  he  seTeral 
times  shewed  a  disposition  to  effect  the 
act  of  coition,  but  was  prevented. 
Since,  according  to  Kuhlemann  (1.  c. 

S.  13,  note),  sheep  remain  '^  at  heal** 
uring  twenty-four  hours  only;  ainee 
Kuhlemann  and  Hausmann  profess  to 
have  seen  the  Graafian  vesicle  open 
twelve  hours  after  coitus,  and  Yon  Baer 
has  observed  the  ovom  of  the  sheep  in 
the  f.iUopian  tube  befoie  the  end  of  the 
first  day  afterwards ;  *I  thence  con* 
eluded  that  the  ovum  would  quit  the 
ovary  during  the  first  twenty-four  hoare 
of  the  period  of  "  the  heat,"  and  there- 
fore had  the  animal  killed  between 
three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  same  afternoon  I  observed,  to 
my  great  satisfaction,  that  a  Graafian 
vesicle  on  the  right  ovary  had  bursL 
The  spot  did  not  project  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  ovary,  but  attracted  obser- 
vation by  a  delicate  lively  red  circle  of 
vessels  around  a  small  opening,  an 
appearance  already  familiar  enoush  to 
me  in  dogs  and  rabbits;  but  one  which 
may  be  easily,  and  certainly  has  been 
very  often,  overlooked  by  such  as  are 
not  experienced  in  similar  investiga- 
tions. The  diameter  of  this  small  open- 
ing was  about  |  P.  line,  =s  -f^  miliim. 
I  men  searched  throughout  the  vagina 
and  the  entire  uterus  most  closely  for 
spermatozoa,  in  order  to  gain  the  addi- 
tional negative  certainty  that  no  act  of 
coition  had  taken  place;  naturally 
enough,  however,  I  could  not  find  a 
trace  of  them,  since  it  had  been  ren- 
dered absolutely  impossible. 

On  the  following  mornins  I  searched 
for  the  ovum.  I  laid  the  faUopian  tube 
upon  a  plate  of  glass,  spreaa  out  the 
fimbriee  of  its  infu&dibulum  carefully^ 
and  examined  them  first  with  the  sim* 
pie  microscope.  I  found  nothing  there, 
out  remarked  a  thread  of  mucus 
(McMeim/mden)  ffradually  extending  it- 
self into  the  infdndibulum,  the  parti- 
cles of  which,  when  viewed  under  the 
microscope,  seemed  to  me  to  have  a 
great  resemblance  to  thrust-off  cells  of 
the  membrana  granulosa  of  the  Graafiauoi 
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vesicle.  I  then  cut  open  the  fint  third  rately  to  what  I  hare  leen  and  de- 
of  the  tube  with  a  pair  of  fine  BciasorB,  Bcribed  as  existing  in  the  neighbour- 
separated  the  margins,  and  examined  hood  of  the  jolk  when  it  no  longer 
every  little  fold  carefully  with  a  mag-  fills  out  the  sona,  in  the  ova  of  rabbits 
nifying  glass^  and  the  assistance  of  a  and  bitches  found  in  the  upper  third 
fine  needle.  £  was  so  fortunate  as  to  of  the  fallopian  tube.  I  have  started 
find  the  ovum  in  that  part  of  the  tube,  the  supposition  that  this  corpuscle 
at  a  distance  of  5  P.lines,  ssll^  miUim.,  might  be  the  nucleus  of  the  germinal 
from  its  entrance.  I  consider  this  as  vesicle,  which  had  itself  undergone 
an  extremely  lucky  occurrence,  not-  licjuefaction,  and  confess  that  I  find 
withstanding  my  acquaintance  with  this  opinion  rather  strengthened  by  the 
the  object;  for  the  investigation  is  investigation  in  question;  for  in  this 
really  so  difficult,  that  one  cannot  instance  it  was  extremely  probable  that 
wonder  when  nine  out  of  ten  times  the  the  germinal  vesicle  had  disappeared 
search  proves  fruitless.  but  a  very  short  time. 

The  ovum,  when  removed  from  the  In  addition  to  the  above  appearances, 
tube,  still  presented,  under  the  Aiicro-  the  yolk  of  this  ovum,  after  its  separa- 
scope,  altogether  the  appearance  of  an  tion  from  the  zona,  presented  the  most 
ovarian  ovum.  The  zona  was  still  sur-  deceptive  appearance  of  an  especial 
rounded  by  the  cells  of  the  discus,  and  vitelline  membrane  that  has  ever  pre- 
although  they  were  not  extended  out  sented  itself  to  mv  notice.  I  remember, 
into  fibres,  yet  they  had  perceptibly  also,  that  several  observers,  Professor 
commenced  to  coalesce  together.  The  Bruns,  for  inst^ince,  atate  that  they 
diameter  of  the  ovum  with  the  discus  have  seen  this  vitelline  membrane  par- 
was  0,0079  P.  in.,  =s  ^j  P.  line, = ^  mil-  ticularly  distinct,  and  especially  in  the 
lim.  The  yolk  completely  filled  the  ovum  of  the  sheep.  The  volk  had  a 
interior  of  the  zona,  in  the  form  of  a  very  sharp  Outline,  which,  under  a 
finely  granulated,  slightly  obscure  mass,  certain  adjustment  of  the  microscope. 
After  I  had  separate  the  cells  of  the  appeared  like  a  dark  line,  as  though 
discus  from  the  sona  with  a  fine  needle,  formed  by  a  membrane.  It  seemed 
I  found  the  diameter  of  the  ovum  in  even  as  if  an  interspace  existed  be- 
thezonatobeO,0054P.in.,  =  tVP*ll°<^>  tween  it  and  the  granular  vitelline 
s=  ^  millim.  The  thickness  of  the  mass.  Notwithstanding,  however,  I 
zona  itself  was  0,0006  P.  in.,  s  -^  P.  remained  convinced,  even  in  this  in- 
line, =s  ^  millim.  I  could  not  per-  stance,  that  the  yolk  possesses  no  espe- 
ceive  a  germinalvesicle  shining  through  cial  vitelline  membrane  besides  the 
the  ^olk,  thou{;h  it  is  generally  poasi-  zona,  but  rather  that  it  is  a  gelatinous 
ble  in  the  ovanan  ovum  of  the  sheep,  or  albuminous  sphere,   in  which  the 

After  the  ovum  had  remained  for  a  vitelline  granules  are  suspended  and 
time  in  contact  with  an  aqueous  solu-  distributed.  The  fewer  toe  iktter  in 
tion  of  albumen,  with  which  some  proportion  to  their  connecting  mate- 
common  salt  was  mixed,  the  following  rial,  the  less  opaque  and  dark  is  the 
very  remarkable  changes  were  deve-  yolk;  as  is  the  case,  for  instance,  in  the 
loped  in  it.  Firstly,  an  endosmosis  ovum  of  the  sheep.  The  surface  and 
took  place  into  the  zona,  whereby  it  margin  of  a  section  of  the  sphere  are 
was  distended,  and  the  ovum  assumed  for  the  most  part  formed  of  this  eon- 
a  somewhat  elliptical  form,  measuring  necting  matenal,  and  ffive  it  therefore 
after  a  time,  in  its  larger  diameter,  a  very  sharp  outline,  wnich  appears  to 
0,0071  P.  in.,  =s  ^  P.  line,  s=  Mf  mil-  be  produced  by  a  fine  transparent  in- 
11m.,  and  in  its  smaller,  0,0060  P.  in.,  vestment.  That  this  is  the  correct  ex- 
ss  -^  P.  line,  =:  A  millim.  As  a  far-  planation  is  proved,  in  the  first  place, 
ther  result  of  the  same  action,  the  yolk  by  very  careful  observation  with  a  good 
no  longer  filled  the  interior  of  the  zona  jnicroscope;  by  the  aid  of  which,  and 
completely,  but  shrank  away  consider-  by  very  gently  changing  the  focus,  one 
ably  from  its  inner  surface.  In  the  can  directly  convince  oneself  of  the 
interspace  between  it  and  the  zona,  a  relation  of  parts  just  now  described, 
small  somewhat  yellowish  shining  ve-  In  the  second  place,  by  continued  ob- 
sicle  or  granule,  having  a  pretty  strong  servation,  I  saw  how  the  yolk  evidently 
refracting  power,  now  became  visible ;  absorbed  gradually  the  fluid  which  had 
it  measured  0,0005*  P.  in  ,s=-{^  P.  line,  penetrated  into  the  zona.  Here  and 
==3  tV  miUim.i  and  corresponded  accu-  there  it  swelled  up  to  a  certain  extent; 
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the  sharp  outline  was  lost,  whilst  it  the  stroma  of  the  ovary,  and  placed 

remained  at  other  points ;  so  that  this  them,  as  cleanly  dissected  as  was  pos- 

could  not  possibly  have  been  produced  sible  upon  a  small  plate  of  glass.     As 

by  the  bursting  of  a  delicate  invest-  I  opened  the  first,  an  ovulum,  provided 

ment.    Thirdly,  after  I  had  burst  the  with  its  discus,  escaped  with  the  fluid; 

ovum  bv  means  of  the  joompressorium,  it  had  a  diameter  of  0*00078  P.  Inch= 

some  of  the  separate  fragments  of  the  -^  millim.    To  my  astonishment,  this 

yolk  even  exhibited  the  same  sharp  Graafian  vesicle  contained  a    second 

margin,  which  could  not  therefore  be  ovum,  with  a  discus  of  0-0081  P.  In.= 

produced  by  an  investing  membrane.  ^  millim.  in  diameter.    The  three  other 

Lastly,  the  before  mentioned  granule  vesicles  also  each  contained  an  ovum  of 

near  to  the  yolk,  proves  that  the  latter  about  the  same  size.    The  inner  sur- 

could  not  possess  an  especial  covering;  face    of  the  Graafian  vesicle  was  ai- 

for  the  granule  must,  at  all  events,  have  ready  lined  with  delicate  granulations, 

been  previously  within  the   yolk,  al-  the  elements  of  the  mass  forming  the 

though  inclosed  immediatel)r  upon  its  corpus  luteum,  which,  as  it  appears  to 

surface,  but*it  was  now  free  in  the  in-  me,  develop  themselves  from  toe  ceUs 

terspace  between  the   yolk  and  the  of  the  mem  orana  granulosa;  I  observed 

sona.     Had  the  yolk  possessed  an  in-  here,  very  distinctly,  in  several  Graafian 

vesting  membrane,  tms   woiild  have  vesicles,  the  manner  in  which  the  ovula 

been  impossible.  are  stowed  in  them.  The  cells  of  the  di»- 

I  attach  fi^reat  importance  to  this  cus  (namely)  form  a  small  cone,  the 

point,  since  this  ques^on  respecting  an  roundish  head  of  which  receives  the 

especial  vitelline  membrane  is  decisive  ovulum,  with  which  it  projects  free  into 

in  reference  to  the  further  development  the  cavity  of  the  Graafian  follicle,  that 

of  the  ovum.    As  I  must  in  the  prose-  being  filled  with  fluid ;  with  its  basitf  it 

cution  of  thisezaminatidn  from  time  to  rests  upon  a  point  of  the  wall  of  the 

time  contradict  it,  I  wished  that  others  follicle,  probably  at  the  precise  spoC 

might  also  be  strengthened  or  corrected  where  the  latter  opens, 

in  their  views.  These  ova,  moreover,  appeared  evt- 

The  above  described  observation,  dently  not  yet  fully  matured  for  their 
however,  made  upon  a  young  animal,  exiL  The  Graafian  vesicles,  for  in- 
which  had  never  been  impregnated,  and  stance,  were  not  only  not  much  thinned, 
never  been  "  at  heat,"  proves  alto-  but  the  cells  of  the  discus  were  also 
gether  indubitably,  and  in  the  most  not  extended  out  into  those  fibres 
complete  manner,  the  maturation  and  which  denote  the  full  maturity  of  the 
extrusion  of  the  ovum  from  the  ovary,  ovum.  When  they  were  removed  with 
quite  independen  tly  of  coition.  the  aid  of  a  needle  ftrom  t  he  zona,  the  ova 
On  the  18th  and  19th  December,  1843,  in  the  latter  measured  00060—0*0065 
I  first  remarked  (hat  a  large  bitch  which  P.  In.s:^A— ^  millim.  The  volk  com- 
I  had  in  my  possession  commenced  to  pletely  filled  the  interior  of  the  zona  in 
be  "  in  heat"  The  vnlva  was  much  all  of  them,  and  only  in  one  little  spot 
swollen,  and  the  dogs  followed  her  had  the  vitelline  granules  receded  from 
eagerly.  On  the  19tb,  I  tried  .if  she  it  to  such  a  decree  as  had  the  germinal 
would  receive  the  male.  But,  although  vesicle.  In  these  instances  I  could 
she  played  about  with  him  actively,  sne  neither  obtain  an  accurate  sight  of  it  so 
would  not  permit  coition  to  take  place,  long  as  the  ova  were  yet  closed,  nor 
I  then  kept  her  closelv  shut  up,  and  on  when  I  had  opened  them  with  the  com- 
the  2ist  admitted  a  dog  to  her  again,  pressorium.  1  think  I  mav  feel  con- 
She  now  seemed  by  her  actions  to  be  vinced  from  the  foregoing  detaiLs,  that 
willing  to  receive  the  male :  I  did  not,  had  the  bitch  received  the  male  then, 
however,  permit  it,but  separated  the  ani-  the  spermatozoa  would  certainly  have 
mals  again.  At  ten  o'clock  in  the  mom-  had  time  to  reach  the  ovary  before  the 
ing  of  the  23d,  I  cut  out  the  left  ovary  Graafian  vesicles  had  opened, 
and  fallopian  tube,  and  closed  the  I  did  not  kill  the  animal  until  five 
wound  by  suture.  It  proved  on  exami-  days  afterwards,  in  order  to  be  certain 
nation  that  the  Graafian  follicles  had  that  the  opening  of  the  follicle  had 
not  yet  opened ;  four  of  them,  however,  taken  place.  The  very  first  sight  of 
were  much  swollen,  and  had  a  diameter  the  ovary,  indeed,  immediately  showed 
of  2  to  1^  Par.  lines  » 4  to  5  millim.  I  that  it  had  opened.'  The  tunica  vagi- 
removed  them  cautiously  from  out  of  nalis  of  the  ovary,  formed  by  the  peri- 
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toneum,  contained  a  considerable  quan-  genital  organs  of  a  sow,  which  had 

tity  of  limpid  serum.  Four  corpora  1u-  manifested  the  strongest  signs  of  *'  the 

tea  were  well  developed  in  the  ovary,  heat"  during  48  hours,  but  had  not 

In  two  of  these,  the  mass  of  granula-  been  admitted  to  any  male.    The  Graa- 

tions  forming  them  grew  out  a  con-  fian  vesicles,  however,  were  still  closed, 

siderable  distance  from  the  previous  A  considerable  number  of  these,  indeed, 

openingin  the  follicle,ina  manner  which  were  much  developed  in  both  ovaries, 

I  have  seldom  seen  in  the  dog.    The  and  were  very  conspicuous  from  the 

opening  had  probably  closed  at  an  ear-  rest,  in  consequence  of  their  greater 

lier  period  in  the  other  two,  before  the  vascnlarity  ;    but  none  of  them  had 

mass  of  the  corpus  luteum  had  arrived  burst,  and  I  forthwith  obtained  the 

at  so  considerable  a  ^wth,  and  they  ovum  from  one  which  I  had  removed 

were  therefore  now  imbedded^*  m  the  from  the  ovary  and  opened  upon  a^ 

stroma  of  the  ovary.                '  '^\  glass.    It  was,  as  usual,  surrounded  by 

After  I  had  carefully  dissedted  the  tne  cells  of  its  discus,  which,  moreover, 
fallopian  tube,  I  extended  it  oilt  upon  a  were  still  round,  and  not  extended  into 
wax  tablet,  and  opened  it  wHh' a  pair  of  fibres.  It  measured  in  the  diameter  of 
fine  scissors :  I  found  the  fonr  extruded  its  zona  0,0060  P.  in.  The  yolk,  which 
ova  already  far  advanced  in  its  cavity ;  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  pretty 
they  were  close  together  at  a  distance  large  fat  globules,  did  not  completely 
of  3  P.  in.ssd  centim*  from  the  ostium  fill  the  interior  of  the  zona.  After  I 
abdominale.  The  tube  itself  was  5  P.  had  removed  the  cells  of  the  discus 
in.=:13  centim.  in  length.  Three  of  with  a  needle,  and  the  ovum  lay  level 
these  ova  had  the  usual  normal  round  upon  the  glass,  its  diameter  had  in- 
appearance;  the  fourth,on  the  contrary,  creased  to  0,0068  P.  in. :  the  yolk  now 
had  an  anomalous  form,  such  as  1  had  filled  the  interiorof  the  zona  completely, 
often  previously  seen  in  the  dog,  being  and  as  its  particles  had  receded  some- 
elliptical,  or  almost  like  the  figure  of  a  what  from  each  other,  a  clear  circular 
guitar.  All  still  had  their  discs  around  spot  became  apparent  at  one  point  of 
the  zona,  yet  it  was  clear  that  these  its  circumference,and  which  was  readily 
cells  no  longer  retained  their  full,  recognisable  as  denoting  the  presence 
normal  apuearance,  but  had  already  of  the  eerminai  vesicle,  ^though,  being 
commenced  to  undergo  liquefaction,  coverea  by  the  vitelline  granules,  its 
The  ova  had  somewhat  increased  in  outline  was  not  perceptible.  In  fact, 
size,  for  they  measured  with  the  discus  on  crushing  the  ovum  by  gentle  pres- 
0,0090 — 0,0097  P.  in.  in  diameter.  Such  sure,  the  vesicle  with  its  germinal  8pot 
was  not  the  case  with  the  yolk,  for  that  came  out  free ;  the  spot  was  unusually 
seemed  rather  to  be  somewhat  con-  large,  but  did  not  admit  of  any  insight 
densed,  and  on  that  account  it  no  lon£[er  into  its  structure  even  under  a  very 
completely  filled  out  the  zona  in  all  the  high  magnifying  power, 
ova.  It  had  its  usual  form,  and  no  Thus  this  animal  was  evidently 
trace  of  a  division  was  developed  in  it.  killed  too  early,  at  a  time  when  the 
In  the  interspace  between  the  yolk  and  phenomena  of  '*  the  heal'*  had  not  yet 
the  zona  in  one  ovum,  that  large  vesicle  advanced  to  the  opening  of  the  Graafian 
or  ^ranule(yj^P.in.ss^millim.) which,  vesicles,  and  exit  of  the  ova. 
as  It  seems,  is  always  observable  in  ova  Some  weeks  previous,  on  Decem- 
at  the  commencement  of  the  tube,  pre-  ber  4, 1843, 1  had  examined  the  genital 
sented  itself:  I  have  on  a  former  oc-  organs  of  another  sow,  which  had  been 
casion  pronounced  it  to  be  the  nucleus  kept  distinct  from  the  male  from  its 
of  the  germinal  vesicle.  I  saw  nothing  birth.  The  possessor  of  the  animal  as- 
of  the  sort  in  the  ot  her  three  ova.  I  no  sured  me  that  on  former  occasions  he  had 
lon^r  found  any  trace  of  the  germinal  several  times  observed  it  to  exhibit 
vesicle  itself  in  any  of  the  ova.  signs  of  **  the  heat,"  and  that  they  had 

I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  possible  to  been  presept  again  at  the  time  of  its 

prove  the  entire  process  of  tne  mature-  death,  bot  he  could  not  afford  me  the 

tion  and  exit  of  the  ova  during  **  the  necessary  information  as  to  how  long 

heat,"  and  without  coition,  more  com-  they  had  existed  before  death.    Oa. 

pletely  than  it  is  done  by  this  twofold  examining  the  ovaries,  it  appeared  that 

observation  instituted  in  one  and  the  fresh  corpora  lutea  were  present  in 

same  animal.  both.    There  were  eight  on  the  right 

On  January  4,  1844,  I  obtained  the  ovary.    In  size  they  were  all  equal  to 
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large  peas,  and  projected  considerably  I  searched  for  them  carefally  fbraeTeral 

forwards  upon  the  surface  of  the  ovary,  hours.    Bat  it  is  a  task  of  so  much 

They  had  a  dark  brownish-red  colour,  difficulty,  both  from  the  considemble 

A  small  bright  red  coloured  spot  was  width  and  length  of  the  tube,  and  the 

observable    upon    the    highest    point  many  folds  which  it  has,  that  I  do  not 

of  each  of  them,  but  a  distinct  opening  consider  this  negative  result  as  proving 

was  no  longer    perceptible.      When,  anything.    Besides,  it  is  probable,  that 

however,  the    tunica  propria  of   the  the  ova,  being  mnfecunoated,  haid  al> 

ovary,  with  its  serous  investment,  was  ready    undergone   liquefaction.     The 

dissected  from  off  the  surface  of  one  of  advanced  development  of  most  of  the 

these  corpora  lutea,  it  presented  a  small  corpora  lutea,  as  well  as  the  fact  of  the 

opening  preciselv  corresponding  to  the  uterus  and  vagina  no  longer  presenting 

above  nientionea  spot.    The  corpora  any  striking   degree   of  turgescence, 

lutea  consisted  of  aperipherical  stratum  seemed  to  indicate  that  "  the  heat"  had 

(about  a  Parisian  line  in  thickness)  of  already  some  time  since  passed  over, 

^esh-like  granulations,  just  such  as  are  I  saw  completely  developed  corpora 

always  developed  from  the  inner  sur-  lutea  in  the  ovaries  of  another  sow, 

face  of  a  Granfian  vesicle  in  its  transi-  which  had  likewise  never  received  the 

tion  into  a  corpus  luteum.    This  en-  male,  and  which  had  been  observed  to 

closed  a  considerable  cayity  filled  with  be  "  at  heat"  fourteen  days  previously, 

a  dark  red  coagulum,  which  was  inti-  but  I  felt  that  it  would  be  to  no  purpose 

mately  connected  with   the  granula-  to  search  for  the  ova. 

tions.    I  could  not  discover  an  ovum  Soon. after,  however,  I  obtained  the 

in  any  one  of  them.    On  the  left  side  genital  organs  of  a  young  sow  which 

were  two  corpora  lutea  presenting  the  had  never  been  with  young,  and  which 

same  condition  ;    near  to  these,   two  I  knew  for  certain  had  been  shut  up 

others,  which  were  considerably  larger,  alone  for  the  previous  thirteen  days. 

and  had  an  almost  transparent  red-  The  first  traces  of '*  the  heat"  appeared 

dish  grlistening  appearance.    The  pe-  five  days  before,  and  after  that  they 

ripherical  stratum  m  these  was  much  had  commenced  to  pass  off,  the  animal 

less    developed   than   in    the  others,  was  killed  (on  the  morning  of  the  fifth 

It  enclosed  a  pellucid,    reddish  coa-  day.)    It  was  evident,  at  the  first  glsjice 

gulum,  and  also  a  considerable  quan-  of  the  ovary,  that  the  ova  were  siready 

tity  of    what  looked  like  an  uncoa-  extruded,    for    seven    recent   corpora 

guiated  fiuid,   but   which  coagulated  lutea  were  developed  on  one  of  them, 

so  soon  as  it  was  exposed  to  the  air  and  on  the  other,  six.    There  was  no 

upon  a  plate  of  glass.    This  coagulum  longer    any   opening    perceptible   in 

was  also  connected  to  the  walls.    These  them,  nor  did  they  any  longer  contain 

two  last  described  mi^ht  have  been  lar^e  cavities  filled  with  blo(Kl  or  serooa 

taken  for  Graafian  vesicles  which  had  fiuid,  but  the  Graafian  vesicles  were 

not  as  yet  burst,  for  the  mass  of  the  already  filled  up  by  granulations  of  the 

corpus  luteum  commences  its  develop-  usual  character.    The  point  of  rupture, 

ment  from  the  walls  even  previous  to  however,  was   still   distinctly    recog- 

its  opening— such  is  the  case,  at  least,  nizable  from  its  deep  redness.     I  pro> 

in   tne  bitch.    But,  1,  the  small  red  ceeded  at  once  to  make  an  accurate 

spot  on  their  summits,  the  point  of  investigation    of   the    fallopian    tube, 

opening,  2,  the  extravasation  of  blood  which  was  about  1 1  Paris  inches  in 

which  had  taken  place  into  their  inte-  length,  and  very  full  of  folds,  particu- 

rior,  and  3,  the  absence  of  an  ovulum  larly  in  the  first  half  of  its  length.    By 

(which,  at  least,  I  could  not  find)  may  removing  the  epithelium  cautiously  in 

be  received  as  evidence  that  both  these  small  portions,  and  examining  them 

vesicles  had  also  already  burst;   but  with  a  simple  microscope,  I  succeeded 

that  then  (as  I  have  also  seen  in  bitches  in  finding  ten  ova  in  the  lower  portion 

in  which  I  found  the  ova  in  the  fallo-  of  the  tube,  at  about  from  two  to  four 

pian  tube)   the    opening   had    again  inches  from  the  ostium  uterinum,  and 

closed,  and  a  secona  secretion  of  liquor  at   some    distance  from    each    other, 

sanguinis  had  taken  place  afterwards  When  examined  with  the  microscope, 

into  the  evacuated  vesicle,  ^hereby  it  they  bore  a  general  resemblance  to  an 

had  once  more  become  distended.  ovarian    ovum  when  deprived  of  its 

Unfortunately  I  did  nut  succeed  in  discus  proligerus.     They  had  a  dia- 

finding  the  ova  in  the  tubes,  although  meter  of  from  0,0064  to  0,0066  Paris 
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in.  (about  ^ual  to  -^  Paris  line,  or 
^  milliin.)  There  was  no  trace  of  albu* 
men  developed  around  the  zona,  but 
the  latter  formed  the  sole  inyestment  of 
the  ovum,  and  had  in  most  instances  a 
thickness  of  0,0006  Paris  inch,s^ Paris 
line,=i  uaillim.  The  yolk  did  not  com* 
pletely  fill  the  interior  of  the  zona  in 
most  of  the  ova,  and  varied  in  its  dia- 
meter from  0,0040  to  0,0054  Paris  in. 
=A  ^o  ^  Paris  line,  or  ^  to  ^  millim. 
Its  composition  exhibited  those  larger 
fat  vesicles  which  also  distinguish  tne 
ovarian  ovum  of  the  sow ;  they  were, 
however,  in  most  of  the  ova,  so  un- 
equally distributed  through  the  vitel- 
line mass,  as  to  give  it  an  irregularly 
spotted  appearance.  The  outune  of 
tne  yolk  was  in  this  instance  again  so 
sharp,  particularly  in  a  certain  adjust- 
ment of  the  microscope,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  an  especial  vitelline  membrane 
mi^ht  have  been  assumed  (as  has, 
indeed,  been  the  case  with  Dr.  Meyer 
in  reference  to  the  ovum  of  the  sow) ; 
but  the  same  circumstances  which  I 
have  already  mentioned  above  in  re- 
ference to  the  ovum  of  the  sheep,  here 
again  afforded  complete  proof  that  such 
was  really  not  present.  I  could  no 
longer  discover  anything  of  the  ger- 
minal vesicle;  here,  again,  however, 
there  was  in  some  of  tne  ova  a  very 
pale  granule  between  the  yolk  and 
zona,  which,  as  I  have  before  stated, 
might  correspond  to  the  nucleus  of 
the  germinal  vesicle,  the  germinal  spot. 
These  three  observations,  then,  upon 
the  sow,  furnish,  so  far  as  regards  that 
animal,  the  most  complete  proof  of  the 
law  laid  down  by  me. 

(To  be  contimied.] 
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T*he  treatment  of  Hydrocephalus. — 
A  review  of  many  cases  shows  that  the 
fatal  event  was  owing  to  early  neglect, 
after  the  symptoms  of  an  oppressed  brain 


had  shown  themselves)  if  the  first 
week  has  passed  without  proper  reme^ 
dies,  the  case  is  often  hopeless. 

That  the  treatment  should  be  actively 
antiphlogistic  in  the  early  stage,  is 
generally  admitted ;  but  the  records  of 
cases  show  that  leeches  are  sometimes 
trusted  to,  when  a  general  bleedii\g 
ought  to  have  been  employed.    Evenr 

Eractitioner  of  much  experience  will 
ave  had  reas5m  to  regret  that  he  had 
not  bled  more  largely  in  the  early 
period  of  this  disease.  I  have  bled  a 
child  eighteen  months  old,  from  the 
back  of  the  hand,  where  alone  a  vein 
could  be  found,  to  an  ounce  and  a  half, 
with  the  best  effect)  and  have  seen 
stupor  and  obstinate  febrile  symptoms 
instantly  relieved  by  a  single  bleeding 
from  I  he  Jugular  vein,  when  the  most 
active  medicines  had  been  given  in 
vain.  Bleeding  from  an  artery  in  chil- 
dren seems  to  be  injuriously  infre- 
quent. 

Next  in  value  to  bleeding,  is  the  cold 
affusion,  or  a  long-continued  stream  of 
cold  water  on  the  head,  or  applying  a 
cooling  lotion  with  a  large  paint-brush, 
which  is  preferable  to  laying  a  wet 
sponge  or  cold  cloths  on  the  hetfd,  the 
refrigerating  effect  being  certainly 
greater.  A  spirituous  lotion  is  not 
always  so  safe  as  plain  vinegar  and 
water;  for  alcohol  in  the  lotion  has 
seemed  to  excite  delirium. 

Of.  sedatives,  the  colohicum  is  far 
preferable  to  di^  talis  :  many  cases 
show  that  mischief  has  been  done  by 
an  administration  of  the  ktter  drug 
such  as  would  not  grenerally  be 
thought  incautious;  it  nas  induced 
symptoms  that  falsely  appeared  to  be 
the  effects  of  serous  effusion  from  the 
natural  progress  of  the  disease.  The 
tinctnre  of  foxglove  should  never  be 
given  to  young  children,  nor  to  older 
subjects  of  a  weak  habit,  after  chronic 
disease  in  other  parts  of  the  system. 
In  cases,  beyond  the  a^  of  infancy,  when 
there  is  much  delinnm  with  a  small 
tense  pulse,  narcotics  have  been  given  t 
they  are  safe  and  often  highly  useful, 
after  proper  bleeding;  but  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  disease,  or  during  the 
height  of  the  inflammation,  they  are 
decidedly  hurtful :  and  even  the 
favourite  combination  of  opium  with 
calomel  is,  I  believe,  often  unadvisable : 
antimony  with  a  purgative,  and  the 
steady  affusion  of  cool  water,  are  the 
best  means  of  improving  a  hard  quick 
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sharp  pulse  in  children,  when  bleeding  given  in  very  small  doses,  repeated  aC 

cannot  be  carried  farther.  snort  intervals. 

In  the  latter  stages  of  the  disease.  In  a  case  where  unequivocal  symp- 

when  much  mercury  has  been  given,  toms  of  effusion  seemed  to  forbid  a  hope 

and  the  system  is  irritable,  henbane  or  of  recovery,  the  child  was  restored  by 

muriate  of  morphia  is  safe  and  bene-  a  combination  of  purgatives,  mercurials, 

ficial ;  but  when  opium  has  been  given,  counter-irritants,  and  narcotics,  in  the 

having  appeared  to  be  required  by  the  course  of  two  months. 

intermittentheadache,it8eflfectha«been  ^ase  XXVI.-A  child,  2*  years  oM. 

a  matter  for  regret.  {„  ^^i  ig^,    appeared  heavy  in  the 

Tl>e  extensive   postutotion  of  the  head    and  hid.  ^listless   nighU;    the 

scalp  by  andmonial  ointment  has  a^  symptoms  were  thought  to  be  from 

I«ared  a  powerfu   means  of  iMsening  dentition,  from  whichlt  had  generally 

the  stuDor :  but  >U  irritant  action  has  ,„gj.^     ^^out  the  middle  o*f  May  it 

'"telJ^emS-yedsoastoaffectthe  ««-«»rrJ'  ''"'fH*'"  "^'.^"^  'K"^- 

jMcivui»,t:u.i..u/vi»o«/«»  wo  ji  .1.  came  affected  with  urgent  vomiting, 

system,  without^revio^s  bleeding,  has  ^ostiveness,  fever,  and  a  tendency  to 

not  been  sHPce"]^.    T»«nw  of  "  bf  ,tupor.  with  intolerance  of  light,  'on 

{.rS  :^r SfX  Sn^e  the^^tthe vomltingandleth^gy con. 

enormous  quantities  of  the  fatter  which  ,,        .       ,               ,      .       , 

are  sometimes  given.  Purgative  clysters,  calomel   and  scun. 

Costiveness    being   a   predominant  mony. 

symptom,  violent  doses  of  drastic  pur-  The  next  day,  being  weak  and  low 

gatives  are  sometimes  given,  with  an  from  purging,  a  little  wine  was  given, 

unsatisfactory  effect :  the  repetition  of  This  was  followed  by  an  increase  of 

small  doses  of  calomel  and  gambo^,  or  coma  for  the  next  four  days,  when 

calomel  dropped  on  castor  oil,  with  a  fatal  convulsions  ensued, 

senna  clyster,  and  the  cold  affusion  on  Intpeciion,^The  membranes  of  the 

the  spine,  are  better  means  of  acting  on  brain  adhering  j  fibrine  on  the  arach- 

the  bowels.  '^oid  over  the  hemispheres ;  the  brain 

The  severity  of  the  vomiting  has  very  soft ;  serum  in  the  ventricles,  the 

led  to  an  attempt  to  stop  it  by  minend  floors  of  which  were  very  thin,  as  if  from 

acids,  or  by  the  Hydrocyanic,  not  always  absorption;   scrofulous  tumors  in  the 

with  a  desirable  effect:  the  vomiting  ontic  thala  mi,  and  in  the  cortical  matter 

is  a  useful  criterion  of  the  state  of  the  or  the  cerebellum, 

brain,  and  has  seemed  to  relieve  the  in-  Case  XXVI I. •  A  young  infant,  in 


afe  and  efficacious.  ^    •     -,,  loms   continued  for  a  fortnight,  and 

The  spasms  in  the  latter  stage  of  the  ^^^^  jhe„  accompanied  by  vomiting 

disease  are  reheved  by  giving  a  httlc  ^nd  costiveness  alternating  with  diar. 

spirit  of  ammoma,  and  an  opiate,  ap-  ,hcBa,  flushing  of  the  face,  swelling  of 

plying  at  the  Mme  time  on  the  spme  a  j^e  head,  and  spasms  of  the  limbs.     It 

cloth  wetted  with  tepid  vinegar;  or  by  ^^  „^j  apparently  teething, and  could 

dropping  elder-flower   water  on    the  g^^j^  ^cll 
head,  and  administering  a  turpentine  ,     *  ,      ,      , 

clvster  licechei,  calomel  and  magnesia. 

For  the  depression  of  the  circulation,      .  On  the  4th  day  of  the  more  acute 

that  sometimes  attends  the  outset  of  the  disease,  spasms  of  the  eye-balls,  and 

disease,  the  cold  affusion  on  the  head,  "tupor,   were   superadded;   the    pulse 

and  a  stimulant  pediluvium,  are  the  strong. 

best  cordials.     A  state  of  exhaustion  Leeches,  a  blister,  calomel  and  pnigatives. 
also  sometimes  occurs  in  the  progress        The  next  day,  more  decided  convul- 

of  the  malady,  and  death  is  threatened  gjong    the  vital  powers  low. 

by  a  sinking  of  the  vital  powers:  m       •,  u  *i.      j    r**! 

«««  ».,.  u  i^Jf^^^^  in  .  K««,  il.,A»  ..««..       Mercury,  a  warm  bath,  and  a  little  wine. 

one  such  instance,  in  a  bov  seven  vears  ' '  ' 

of  age,  I  gave  half  a  pint  of  sherrv        The  6th  day,  heat  of  the  head,  arul 

in  a  few  hours,  with  success !    In  such  coma,  which  was  relieved  after  the  cold 

a  state,  of  course,  the  cordial  should  be  affusion. 
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Leeches,  mercnry  and  oold,  repeated*  little  relief  on  eight  leeches  bleeding; 

Thenslightconvulsionsandvomiting.  the  aspect  typhoid;    pulse  150,   but 

A  VI-  A     ^  *i.^  1.^-1  after  several  more  natural  stools  it  fell 

r.     .   t^T                  Vv  ;,  to  120 ;   the  heat  of  the  body  by  the 

On  the  10th  day,  apparent  blindness,  thermometer  103«>;    the  pupils  fixed 

and  the  pulse  irregular:   wine-whey  and  dilated. 

ifiven :  and  its  use  was  followed  by  a  _,        .  ,          ^          j     u  *   *i.«  v    j 

return  of  vomiting  and  fever.  Mercunal  puijativc.  and  cold  to  the  huA. 

A  blister  imd  purgatives.  ^he  next  day,  the  pulse  again  150 , 

«    F    6  ^  squint  and  fits  of  screaming,  with  a 

At  the  14th  day  an  extraordinary  tendency    to   coma,  and   involuntary 

amendment ;    the    natural    and   vital  stools.    The  16th  day,  much  delirium ; 

functions  good,  the  sight  restored,  and  pulse  160:  17th  day,  pulse  204,  coma 

the  breast  taken.    In  a  few  days  more,  and  death. 

however,  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth  Inspeetion.-^The  dura   mater   vas- 

week  from  the  first  attack  of  illness,  cular;  serum  betwixt  the  membranes 

the  vital  powers  sunk,  and  death  ensued  at  the  base  of  the  skull ;  the  brain 

without  convulsions.  very  firm ;  its  arteries  much  enlarged ; 

Inspection. — The  sutures  firm :  six  much  serum  in  the  ventricles.  The 
ounces  of  serum  in  the  ventricles';  much  small  intestines  vascular  in  the  peri  to- 
thickening  of  the  membrane ;  pus  at  the  neal  coat ;  the  mucous  coat  also  vascu- 
inferior  part  of  the  cerebellum,  and  an  lar  in  spots,  and  abraded ;  the  mesen- 
appearanceof  ulceration  at  its  base.  teric  glands  enlarged  and  vascular. 


Casb  XXVIII.— A  giri,  aged    15,        Case  XXTX.— A  boy,  6  years  of 


days.    She  then  com]^lained  of  head-  wasting,  but  continued  to  go  to  school. 

acne  for  about  a  similar  period,  and  At  the  end  of  ten  days  he  was  affected 

nsed  leeches  with  only  temporary  relief,  with  vomitine,  pain  m  the  bowels  -and 

On  the  10th  day  of  the  head  affection  diarrhoea,  ana  voided  some  worms.    On 

the  symptoms  were,  slight  pain  in  the  the  14th,  febrile  symptoms,  cough  and 

belly,  severe  pain  at  the   forehead,  pain  in  the  side,  in  addition  to  the 

vomiting,  whicn  was  always  increased  former  symptoms. 

by  the  erect  posture,  costiveness,  thirst,  Calomel  and  antimony,  salines  and  digi- 

and  dysury;    the  tongue  white,  the  talis. 

pulse  low  and  irregular.  15th.— More  headache  and  fever  t  the 

Bleeding  to  twelve  oonoes,   tlie  blood  diarrhoea  stopped,  vomiting  continued, 

natoral ;  the  head  shaven ;  calomel  and  t^JkL  .n^  w.nr«.«s«i^ 

Bcammony  every  four  hours  ;   and  a  ^      ^   ^^^'^^f  '^  purgatives, 

purgative  dyiter.  1^  the  next  three  davs  a  remission  of 

The  next  day,  little  change,  except  ^^^  the  symptoms,  exce"pt  the  vomiting, 

that  the  pulse  Wks  more  reguli.       *^  f^^^^  he  sat  up  j  but  in^  the  evening  of 

-     ,     .      .   .^   ^    ^    .    .:»  the  16th,  acute  pain  in  the  head  re- 

Tcnleeches  to  the  head,  tepid  sponging,  j„^^    ^^    delirium,   sleeplessness, 

an  opiate  clyster,  and  calomel.  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  but  with  little 

The  12th  day,  the  vomiting,  which  fg^er 

was  checked  bv  the  clyster,  returned ;  uL^^^^  ealomd  with  opium  fai  smaU 

some  hard  stools  passed ;  severe  head-  doses. 

ache,  followed  by  delirium ;  pulse  80,  t    ^v  '      ^         •                  ^  v  • 

inecular                               '  *^          •  In  the  next  evening,  severe  delinnm 

^^,      '       ,    .      ,  ^             .  ,       .  and  screaming  alternating  with  stupor. 

Cidomel  «id  the  dyster  repeated,  and  20th.-Stilf  more  stupor,  and  costSve- 

leeches  to  the  head.  ^^^  ^^^  p^j^^  ,j^^  ^^^  irregular,  the 

The  13th  day,  headache  and  delirium  skin  cold.    Three  doses  only  of  the 

severe;  bleeding  to  eighteen  ounces,  calomel  had  been  given,  and  the  leeches 

followed  by  reUef;  then  vomiting,  and  which  had  been  ordered  three  times 

the  pulse  126,  and  variable.  had  bled  very  little. 

Pai^tives,  leeches,  and  a  blister  on  the  A  blister  on  the  head,  the  warm  bath, 

head,  and  calomd.  sinapisms  to  the  feet,  scammony  and 

The  14th  day,  free  purjging,  without  calomel  in  repeated  doses, 

relief  of  headache,  or  dehrium ;  then  a  21  St.— Less  stupor  and  screaming. 


902    OBSERTATIONS  ON  THE  NATUKE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  THE 


In  the  tmmng^  the  vital  powen  low ;  balls,  and  ieath  in  die  iootdi 

oostivenesB,  which  had  persisted  for  two  the  illness. 

days ;  pupils  dilated.  Inspection,  — The    skull   large    and 

A  blister  to  the  neck,  a  purgative  clyster.  vascular  ;    the    dura    mater   and    the 

-^,     ^     .        ^    1   ^       .1.     1    *  membranes  of  the  brain  excessively 

22d.--Copious  stools  from  the  clyster,  vascular  j  fibrine  on  the  arachnoid  at 

calm  sleep,  the  general  circulation  im-  ^^e  pons  varolii;  the  brain  large  and 

proved,  but  the  pulse  very  irregular.  condensed;  the  four  ventricles  formed 

Mercurial  antimonial  ointment  on    the  one  large  cavity,  filled  with  six  ounces 

head,  clysters,  calomel  and  scammony.  of  serum.     The  arteries  at  the  base  of 

23d.  —  The   bowels    purged,    pulse  ^^^  ^'''**"  enlarged  and  flaccid ;  serum 

more  jegular,  moie  natural  warmth,  *n  the  vertebral  canal.    More  intense 

and  a  power  of  swallowing.    In  the  appearances  of  membranous  inflamma* 

evening,  more  stupor.  ^ion  could  not  be  exhibited. 

24lh.— The  vital  powers  sinking.  r..^  XXXI  —A  fine  pitI  5  veara  of 

IcMened ,  but  the  face  flushed,  and  aa  ^'^^^^  „;,!,     •„  ^^  ^^  ^ead.  fevirwh- 

occa8.onaldonvul8.yetremori  the  papils  yomiting  and  costivenesi  :  which 

dilated.    Death  the  next  day,  one  wedi  continued  more  or  less  for  a  fortnight, 

from  the  severe  relapse,  and  from  the  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  remedies-despaii 

first  considerable  disturbance  of  the  having  paralysed  the  attendants,  a^ 

pulsejafortnightfromhisdiscontinmng  jher  of  the  family  having  died  with 

to  go  to  school  similar  symptoms. 

In.nect,eu. -The   dura  mater   ex-  isth.-Spwrna  of  the  limbs,  stupor 

tremely  vascular!  the  arachnoid  opaque  ^^  moaning,  the  vomiting  bad  sib- 

at  the  vertex  and  base  of  the  brain  i  ^^^     f^^  \'^  tot,  pulse  reguUr; 

the  pia  mater  extremely  vascular,  and  ij^   fever                                    o        » 

coated  with  fibrine.    Four  ounces  of  «-.,',          ,     v        j     u       i_ 

serum  in  the  ventricles  ;  the  substance  ™  ^f^  shaven,  leeches  and  coW  to  the 

of  <he  brain  condensed  and  vascular :  ^'  ""  stimulant  foot-bat^  ealonHd 

the  membranes  of  the  upper  part  of  the  IT'^JT""*?"^    fitif*^^           J 

spinal  chord  also  very  vLcular.  ^Sy. 

Case  XXX.— A  puny  boy,  4  years  On  the  next  day,  more  sense,  so  as  to 

old,  complained,  about  January  7th,  complain  of  pain  in  the  bowels ;  some 

1830,  of  shivering  and  pain  at  the  squint,   the  eyes    not   suffused,    but 

head,  but  not  severe :  pain  also  in  the  the  pupils  dilated  j  no  fever ;  the  bowels 

hypochondria,  attended  with  costive-  purged  of  fetid  stools, 

ness,  and  foUowed  in  a  week  by  deli-  ^he  medicines  repeated,  and  mereurial 

'^^S^      m«                           m      ,      ,  .  -  antimonial  ointment  on  the  head. 

22d.— The  case  appeared  to  be  chiefly  ^,        «,,,..„ 

pleuritic,   for   which    the    attendant  Slst—The  brain  still  oppressed;  the 

ordered  leeches  to  the  side,  and  calomel,  pup^a  more  dilated ;  the  pulse  regular, 

antimony,  and  scammony,  with  relief,  *°£°®'  9?.' .  ' 

24lh.— A  slight  cough  remaining;  a  22d.— Vision  gone,  coma  mcreasmg. 

return  of   delirium  with  a  comatose  23d. — In  the  same  state, 

tendency,  and  an  aspect  of  exhaustion.  24th.— -The  pulse  quick,  respiration 

The  medicines  repeated,  and  squills.  "^V^V.  ^*^«  P^^.«^.  ^^  ^,f  "r^  T^  °/ 

«/.  i_        -n.  1.              \'     '            J  deglutition  remaining,  the  umbs  af- 

26th.  -  Delirium   continmng,    and  f^  ^^d  with  spasms. 

slight  convulsions ;    little  fever ;   the  i-,i    ..         j  .    . . 

bowels  purged.  Clysteni  and  tepid  sponging. 

A  blister  and  aperienU.  .   25th. -Restlessness  soothed;   coma 

increasinfiT 

27th.-.The  symptoms  relieved.    In  26th.-Trranquil  death. 

ih«  next  two  days,  a  return  of  convul-  inspect ion.-^he  sinuses  of  the  dura 

•ions.  mater  very  much  loaded  with  blood; 

Furgatives.  Ijjg  arachnoid  very  opaque  and  thick- 

Seth.— The  vital  powers  low,  the  eyes  ened ;  the  pia  mater  very  vascular  and 

vaseular,  the  pupils  not  dilated,  the  florid ;    five  ounces  of  serum  in  the 

head  hot,  bowels  cwtive.  ventricles ;    their  walls  vascular  and 

February  Ist.— Spasm  of  the  eye-  msteli  softened, as  wb«  the  opHcthakuBi 
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cind  corpora  striata ;  the  brain's  sab-  April  3d« — Sleepless  and  costive, 

stonce  generally  very  vascular.    The  Calomel,  castor-oil,  and  acetate  of  morphU. 

medulla  oblongata  much  softened,  and,  Progressive  amendment  to  the  16ch, 

as  well  as    the  opUc  nerves,   coated  ^hen  it  was  convalescent;  and  in  Mar 

thicklv  with  fibnne.  The  artenous Circle  j^  ^^  continoiD^  well, 

of  Willis  very  large.  Probably  this  case  j^  ^^  ,„^  ^^^y^  ^f  treatment,  the 

18  not  surpassed,  in  the  peculiarity  of  ^YiM  used  of  calomel  a  scruple,  ung. 

Its  symptoms,  and  m  the  character  «f  hydrarg.  fort,  a  drachm,  croton-oil  12 

the  morbid  appearances.  ^^^pg^  scammony  a  drachm,  rhubarb  a 

Case  XXXII.— A  fine   boy,  of   a  drachm  and  a  half,  magnesia  a  drachm, 

very  precocious  mind,  was  seized  in  his  Kpsom  salts  an  ounce  and  a  half,  Do- 

5th  year,  while  travelling,  with  acute  ver's  powder  a  scruple,  acetate  of  mor- 

Eain  in  the  head  and  vomiting,  followed  phia  a  grain,  tincture  of  henbane  two 
y  constipation :  a  blister  and  purga-  .  drachms, 

tives  were  employed,  and  local  bleed-  Q^g^  XXXIV.-A   very  fine   boy, 

ing   omitted,    the    attention    of    his  ^^  j^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^    il  lg30  ^^ 

medica    adviser  being  chieflj;  directed  afected  with  cough,  and  symptoms  of 

to  the  bowels,  on  the  supposition  that  encephalitis,  for  which  leeches,  with 

the  head  symptoms  might  proceed  from  calomel  and  antimony,  were  used ;  but 

worms.  The  usual  symptoms  of  effusion  ^^e  symptoms  persisting  in  the  next 

m  the  br^n  followed,  with  convulsions  j^ree  days,  he  was  bled,  on  May  2d,  to 

and  paraplegia;  the  sutures  of  the  skull,  g^^  ^^          ^^ich  induced  syncope  ; 

which  hadbeen  firmly  united,  gave  way,  ^he  blood  was  very  siiy. 

and  became  widely  separated :    after  nji-^iu         ^aj      *s       -i 

this  the  stupor  and^/uUioos  abated.  ^'^^•^^'^^^M^Zt 

and  his  superior  mental  faculties  re-  cWcom. 

mained,  but  when  I  saw  him  he  was  _,,          ' 

blind  and  palsied.    Life  was  prolonged  J}^  ^^^^  day,  some  antmiony  ex- 
in  this  state  for  eighteen  months.    The  cited  severe  vomiting, 
cold  affusion  was  the  only  thing  that  4tti.— The  head  reheved }  cough  re- 
seemed  to  alleviate  the  symptoms.  maining ;  pulse  low. 

A  blister  on  the  breast ;  salines. 

StteeetsfHl  Catet.  6th.— Restlessness  and  much  pain  in 

Case  XXXI II. — A  child,  3  years  of  the  forehead  j    pulse  low  $  scam  sore 
age,  on  February  l4th,  1830,  had  been  from  the  ointment.    In  the  two  fellow- 
lethargic,  and  costive  for  a  week ;  then  ing  days,  a  similar  state. 
was  affected  with  "fiU,"  and  tossing  On  the  9th,  the  vital  powers  ex- 
of  the  head,  and  about  March  i4th  tremely  low,  but  he  was  sensible, 
showed  a  tendency  to  stupor,  but  could  Stimulant  fomentations.     MUd  food, 
at  times  notice  objects;   its  arms j^^^^^  lOlh.-Cold  and   pulseless   at   the 
,n  P«n)e"al  motion  yet  n^^^^^^  ^^       ^^^  ^^^.^^  ^^  P^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^ 
spasmodic;   the  nnpils  dilated;  much  ^^^^^^    foetid  stools  passed, 
emaciation;  no  fever.  «.,*,.*        .   , 

,,         .  ,      ^.        •  1     •  ^_    4.       1       1  Hot  alcohoKc  fomentatioDB ;   quinine  and 

Mercunal-antimoBtal  ointment,  calomel,  sherrv  wine 

magnesia,  and  henbane.  t»     .u           '                  *•       ^  *     ^t 

iT^x.     r\  •  M.  '  ^       *u        J-  •  By  these  means,  continued  to  the 

i?^  K-""?'"'''*"  ^'Ti^*  medicine.  ,3^^^-^  ^j^^  ^^jj         ^,^^^  ^^  ^^ ^     j 

the  mercury.  „  .    \                   ,          .„     *  , 

23d.-Exhaustion  and  costiveness.  Stunulante  stopped ;  sqmUs  and  acetate 

.       .  of  ammonia  ^iven. 

penen   .  ^j^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^.^^  y^^^^^  ^j.  ^^^^i^ 

24th. — Fits    of   screaming  for  two    foeiid. 

hours  together,  but  no  spasms ;  pupils  Calomel  with  ma^esia. 
dilated;    eyes  staring;  sleeplessness,       16th..-Cough  easier,  slight  headache, 

the  head  seemingly  enlarged.  -.  ...       °     .«-.,... 

^,       ,«,,                  ^.      A      ..  Medicines  repeated,  and  meat-broth. 

Calomel, Piuv.  Ipecac. cnm.Opio;Apencata.         n  ..     1  •      «         ai. 

*^                r   »    I  Convalescence  progressive  from  the 

31st. — The   head   much   enlarged;    14th  to 25th. 

eyeballs  rolling  much  when  asleep.  Dnrmg  the  state  of  collapsCi  in  £ve 
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days,  fonr  oonces  of  alcohol  were  used  sparing,  feeces  ash-eoloared.  This  eon- 

as  an  embrocation,  and  twelve  ounces  tmued  aboat  a  week,  and,  doubtless, 

of  sherrv,  with  half  a  drachm  of  sul-  arose  from  gastro -duodenal  inflamma- 

phate  01  quina  taken.  tion ;  and  as  it  subsided  marks  of  irrita- 

[To  be  coDtinoed.]  tion  in  other  portions  of  the  intestinal 

[ canal  were  evidenced  by  fever,  picking 

the  nose,  grinding  the  teeth,  discoloured 

TEMPORARY  PROTRUSION  OF  THE  and  offensive  dejections,  with  other  in- 

EYEBAXIi,  dications  of  infantile  remittent  fever. 

WITH  LOBS  OF  VISION,  Profusc  diarrhoea  followed,  and,  as  this 

PROM     RHEUMATIC     INFLAMMA-  yielded,  severe  rheumatic  pains  attacked 

TION  FOLLOWING  SCARLATINA.  ^/p^rrcT^^^  tlo^^eSlLr^'the 

By  Isaac  G.  Porter,  M.D.  rash,    and    were     thenceforth    inter- 

Neir  London.  '  mingled  with  Other  symptoms,  affecting 

-^—  sometimes  the  wrists  and  arms,  and 

[The   following   interesting  case  we  then  migrating  to  the  ankles- the  part 

extract  from  the  American  Journal  of  affected  being  so  tender  and  pain fiH  as 

the  Medical  Sciences.-ED.  GazJ  •  ^  fo>"l>»d  all  pressure  or  motion.    Mo- 
derate swelling  was  the  only  external 

Though  single  observations  in  patho-  sign  of  inflammation.    The  treatment, 

Jogy  are,  ordinarily,  read  with  little  thus  far,  consisted  in  meeting  symp- 

•interest,  yet  they  possess  no  small  value  toms  as   they  arose.     The   jaundice 

when  they  throw  licht  upon  contro-  yielded  to  counter-irritants  and  fomen- 

verted    physiological    principles,    or  tations  over   the  stomach  and  liver, 

newly-discovered  points  in  anatomy.  with  calomel,  pulv.  ipecac,  comp.,  and 

In  the  Dublin  Journal  for  July  1841,  laxative  enemata. 
is  a  highly  interesting  article,  by  J.  M.        The  diarrhGBa,  as  in  other  cases  foU 

Ferralf,    Esq.,    exhibiting   his   views  lowing  scarlatina,  was  speedily  checked 

respecting    the    anatomv   of    certain  by  one  or  two  mild' cathartic  doses  of 

structures  in  the  orbit  of  the  eye,  and  pulv.  rhei,   two    parts,  and  hydrar^. 

the  pathology  thence  deduced.    The  chlof.  mit.  one  part.    The  rheumatic 

benefit  of  tnese  new  views  was  not  pains  were  alleviated  by  anodyne  fo- 

enjoyed  by  the  writer  while  the  follow-  mentations  and  sinapisms,  and  pulv. 

ing  case  was  in  progress,  as  they  were  ipecac,  comp. 

not  published  in  this  country  until  One  month  from  the  appearance  of 
nearly  a  year  after  its  occurrence ;  but  the  rash,  these  pains,  which  had  con- 
in  no  way,  except  by  their  adoption,  tinued  for  a  fortnight,  began  to  di- 
can  its  peculiarities  be  explained,  minish,  when  the  right  eye  became 
Granting  the  anatomy  to  be  as  main-  swollen  and  painful.  At  first  it  was 
tained  by  him  and  others,  and  the  supposed  to  be  confined  to  the  lid,  but 
difficulty  is  easily  solved  on  common  it  was  soon  evident  that  other  struc- 
pathological  principles.  tures  were   aflfectcd.     The  eye  soon 

Early  in  October  1841,  a  daughter  of  protruded  one-half  or  three-fourths  of 

P.  S ,  six  years  of  age,  was  attacked  an  inch,  giving  a  hideous  aspect  to  the 

with  scarlatina,  then  sporadically  pre-  countenance,  and  was  very  hard  and 
valent.  The  efflorescence  was  but  firm  to  the  touch*.  The  lids  became 
slight,  and  the  soreness  and  redness  of  of  a  dark-red  or 'purple  colour,  and  so 
the  fauces  transient,  and  of  so  little  great  was  the  projection  of  the  eye  that 
account,  that  medical  advice  was  not  tney  were  forcibly  separated  from  each 
then  sought.  No  unusual  exposure,  or  other  one-fourth  of  an  inch ;  the  e^e- 
error  in  diet,  could  certainly  be  re-  lashes,  from  the  same  cause,  being 
garded  as  the  occasion  of  what  fol-  removed  far  asunder.  The  conjunctiva 
lowed,  though  from  the  slight  illness  assumed  a  peculiar  aspect,  lying  in 
of  the  child,  both  may  have  occurred  folds,  surrounding  or  overhanging  the 
without  the  knowledge  of  her  parents,  cornea,  as  in  chemosis,  though  *'  amber- 
Ten  davs,  however,  from  the  appear-  coloured, "  being  filled  with  serum 
ance  of  the  rash,  there  were  slight  instead  of  blood.  The  iris  was  scarcely 
febrile  indications,  followed  by  symp- 

toms  of  jaundice,  the  skin  and  albu-  -«U5?^SLJ!!2  *  **«? 5  &^S?^!*r  Ct 

«    r       . .      %         J       .  ^       J  trom  iti  appearance,  it  murht  Jnatly  receive  one 

gmea  being  discoloured,  unne  red  and  of  itaaynonymes*'bnpbtiuimiu,'*  or  ox-eye. 
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Visible,  snd  die  cornea,  90  far  as  seen,  be  a  Vke  occurrence  while  the  joints 
was  dnll  and  hasy,  though,  owin^  to  were,  or  had  recently  been,  swollen 
the  encroachment  of  the  coniunctiva,  with  that  disease;  yet  in  such  connec- 
ao  satisfactory  view  of  it  could  be  ob-  tion,  as  a  general  principle,  the  old  law 
tained.  The  sight  of  the  eye  was  pro-  maxim,  "  noscitur  a  sociis/'  will  be  of 
bably  nearly  lost,  yet  from  the  age  and  safe  application.  It  may  be  of  little 
delniity  of  the  child  it  was  impossible  importance  whether  this  affection  be 
to  settle  the  point.  The  amount  of  or  be  not  regarded  as  genuine  rheu- 
pain  did  not  seem  very  great,  perhaps  matism,  yet,  could  the  true  pathology 
from  her  being  constantly  under  the  be  ascertained,  it  might  greatly  in  flu- 
influence  of  anodynes.  A  sense  of  dis-  ence  our  practice.  As  is  true  in  that 
tension,  or,  perhaps,  of  itching,  seemed  disease,  so  these  pains  are  migratory, 
fldmost  constant  in  the  swollen  lid,  and  while  their  situation  in  the  fibrous 
very  slight  friction  with  a  brush  seemed  tissue,  the  aspect  of  the  part,  and  the 
grateful,  though  pressure  gave  extreme  constitutional  symptoms,  are  all  like- 
pain.  Reserving  the  treatment  insti-  wise  similar.  The  effect  of  remedies  is 
tuted  for  a  subsequent  place,  we  next  also  the  same  in  both— colchicum, 
advert  to  another  phase  of  the  disease,  mercury,  and  opiates,  proving  in  each 
As  the  eye  was  reduced  to  its  ordinary  equally  serviceable,  is  it  not  possible 
size,  the  hands  and  wrists  became  that,  from  the  peculiar  irritability  of 
again  painful,  stiff,  and  swollen.  Soon  the  system  after  scarlatina,  the  ordinary 
they  were  entirely  relieved,  when  evi-  causes  of  rheumatism,  acting  in  a 
dent  sjinptoms  of  pericarditis  ap-  slight  degree,  may  be  ade<}uate  to  the 
peared.  The  countenance  became  in-  production  of  the  effects  m  question  P 
dicative  of  extreme  distress,  and  there  and  that,  were  the  methods  of  cure,  in 
were  severe  darting  pains  in  the  region  severe  cases,  more  decisive  (in  mild 
of  the  heart,  with  palpitation,  difficult,  cases  only  the  mildest  means  should 
catching  respiration,  with  inability  to  be  used),  consisting  of  such  articles  as 
lie  on  the  I^  side.  At  times  there  were  used  above,  rather  then  in  exter- 
.were  paroxisms  of  faintness  and  dis-  nal  applications,  so  apt  in  rheumatism 
tress,  resulting  in  profuse  cold  perspira-  to  render  it  metastatic,  yet,  which  are 
tions.  Occasionailv  there  was  febrile  chiefly  recommended  by  those  who 
action,  but  the  pulse  was  so  weak  as  have  alluded  to  the  affections,  as  fol- 
io forbid  bleeding.  A  blister  was  ap-  lowing  scarlatina,  it  would  be  less 
plied  to  the  re^on  of  the  heart,  and,  likely  to  prove  wandering,  and  thus 
under  the  administration  of  calomel,  dangerous? 

opium,  and  colehicum,  the  disease  soon  That  the  affection  may  safely  and 

left  her,  since  which  time,  after  re-  properly  be    regarded  as  true '  rheu- 

covering  her  strength,  she  has  enjoyed  matism,  we  would  also  argue  from  that 

her  usoal  health.  most  interesting  feature  of  the  foregoing 

Was  this  true  rheumatism,  or  only  case,  the  protrusion  of  the  eye ;  there 

*'  an  analogous  affection,**  which  follows  having  been,  from  our  first  attendance, 

scarlatina  r     Watson  (Principles  and  a  scanty  secretion  of  thick  and  blood|r 

Practice    of  Physic,  p.  882),  whose  urine,  though  symptoms  of  anasarca 

opinion  is  entitled  to  ^eat  respect,  is  were  never  very  prominent,  yet  when 

inclined  to  believe  that  it  is  not  genuine  the  swelline  of  the  eye  commenced  it 

rheumatism;   for  he  says,    "I   have  wasreferrea  to  an  csdematous  state  of 

noticed  the  painful  joints  were  eased  the  lids ;  but  as  it  increased  the  im- 

and  benefited  by  friction,  a  circum-  pression  became  predominant  that  it 

stance  which  may  help  to  distinguish  was  hydrophthalmia,  and  was  so  re- 

this  affection  from  true  rheumatism,  garded  by  a  consulting  physician  of 

Another   distinctive  circumstance  is,  large  experience  in  diseases  of  the  eye. 

that  although  all  these  patients  were  The    unne,    however,    exhibited    no 

children,  the  heart  in  no  case  became  coagulability  by  heat,  and  the  symp- 

implicated   with   the   tiukiid  joints.''  toms,  including  the  serous  ehemosis, 

The  validity  of  this  latter  argument,  which  prevented  an  examination  of  the 

the  present  case,  with  Its  strong  cardiac  Internal  structures,  did  not  justify  the 

symptoms,  must  destroy.    That  peri-  diajrnoiis;   and  neither  has. the  result 

<»ixiitis  may  not  occur  after  scarlatina  (this disease) proved  much  more  amena- 

unconnecteid  with  rheumatism,  we  will  ble  to  medicine  than  hvdrophthalmi^. 

not  afllrm,  or  even  that  there  might  not  On  the  supposition  of  its  dropsical 

900.— XXXV.  a  U 
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origin,  while  anodyne  and  mucilaginous    occuli.    There  are  here  no  soft  parts  to 
fomentations  and  poultices  were  ap-    receive  and  divide  the  pressure,  or  pro- 

Slied  to  the  part  affected,  nitre  and  tect  the  giohe.  The  tunic  is  supported 
igitalis  were  administered,  without  by  other  fibrous  layers  on  its  outside* 
advantage  to  the  eye,  or  in  increasing  as  well  as  by  the  muscles,  of  which 
the  quantity  of  unne ;  and  it  was  not  the}r  constitute  the  sheaths.  Inflam- 
until  after  calomel  had  been  continued  mation  of  this  capsule  must,  then,  be 
for  some  days  that  any  benefit  was  immediately  followed  by  pressure,  and 
perceived.  The  protrusion,  however,  when  we  recollect  its  conical  form,  and 
continued  nearly  three  weeks.  that,  as  happens  in  cases  of  inflamma* 

But  the  internal  structure  of  the  eye  tion  of  other  fibrous  tissues,  effusion  at 
had  received  irremediable  injury,  and  once  takes  place  into  the  cellular  mem- 
the  sight  was  lost.  The  organ  is  now  brane  connecting  it  to  the  ball  of  the 
(November  1844)  smaller  than  its  eye,  we  perceive  there  is  nothing  to 
fellow,  its  atrophied  condition  being  prevent  the  dislocation  of  the  latter, 
manifest  not  only  by  inspection,  but  *' This  effusion  into  the  cellular  tissue 
by  laying  the  fingers  alternately  on  will  make  itself  evident  in  another 
^ach  globe  covered  by  its  lid.  There  way.  The  conjunctiva,  at  the  place 
is  also  a  duskiness  of  the  conjunctiva,  where  it  forms  the  fold,  in  being  re- 
which  has  been  persistent,  except  as  it  fleeted  from  the  eyelid  to  the  eye,  closes 
eives  place  to  evident  vascularity  from  up  the  tunica  vaginalis  in  front.  At 
tne  efieclB  of  exposure  to  cold.  this  point  it  will  not  only  receive  the 

We  now  return  to  the  views  of  Mr.  pressure  of  the  effused  serum,  but  will 
Ferrall,  alluded  to  in  the  early  part  of  become  separated  from  its  connection 
this  article.  That  gentleman,  encoun-  with  the  sclerotic  coat  by  the  estension 
tering  a  case  of  rheumatism,  accom-  of  the  infiltration ;  hence  the  amber- 
panied  or  followed  by  a  painful  afiec-  coloured  chemosis  without  vascularity 
tion  of  one  eye,  with  evident  projection  of  the  conjunctiva.  Chemosis,  original- 
of  the  globe  three-fourths  of  an  inch  ing  in  conjunctivitis;  always  presents, 
beyond  its  fellow,  and  being  unable  to  in  addition  to  serous  infiltration  be- 
account  for  the  protrusion,  instituted  a  neath,  one  or  other  of  the  forms  of 
thorough  anatomical  survey  of  the  eye  hyperemia.  The  chemosis  of  which 
and  its  investments.  A  distinct  sheath  we  treat  is,  in  uncomplicated  cases,  the 
was  found,  surrounding  the  globe,  of  consequence  of  effusion  from  a  deeper 
fibrous  consistence,  ot   a   yellowish-    source." 

white  colour,  and  which  protected  the    — __« 

globe  from  the  action  of  the  muscles,  some  Observations 

&c.    This  fascia*   he   calls   ''tunica  on  the 

vaginalis  occuli,"  and  as  it  was  this    MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY,  CLIMATE, 

which  WM  affected  in  the  case  which       j^^j^  DISEASES,  OP  THE  BIGHTS 

ongmated  the  investigation,  and   in  rfktv  akh  mAwpA 

two  or  three  other  cases  where  a  similar  ^^  ^^^'^  ^^^  BIAPRA, 

protrusion  existed,  he  named  the  disease  West  Coast  of  Africa. 

"  rheumatic  inflammation  of  the  tunica  By  W.  F.  Danibll, 

vaginalis  occuli."     I  cannot  better  pre-       Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeoni  of 

sent  my  own  views  respecting  the  case  England,  &c. 

which  occurred  in   my  practice,  and  [Continaed  from  p.  645.] 

which  differs  from  Mr.  Ferrall's  only  — 

as  it  was  a  sequel  of  scarlatina^  than    Youngtown,  or  Newtown,  is  another 

by  transcribing  his  words : —  native  village  built  on  the  verge  of  a 

"Protrusion  of  the  eyeball,  which,  swamp,  at  the 'entrance  of  the  creek 
when  attempted  to  be  explained  by  leading  to  Warr^e,  and  directly  oppo- 
uncomplicated  periostitis,  requires  some  site  the  town  of  Reggio.  Towards  the 
stretch  of  tne  imagination,  appears  a  close  of  the  last  century  it  was  the 
very  simple  and  inevitable  result  of  usual  custom  for  slavers  and  trading 
inflammation  of  the  tunica  vaginalis    vesselstoanchorabreastof  this  village, 

and  the  trafiic  which  originated  from 


*  This  Ikacia  waa  previoualy  described   by  these  sources  tended  to  elevate  it  into 

enon,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  French  Insti-  a  place  of  some  repute  ;  accordingly. 

l?.?r.'Slii.%^'J$E2ret^a'^?°«'  j:«  find,  in  several  old  works,  minute 

incipaiement  Borroiganle  mil."  Faria,  1816.  directions  given  for  the  attainment  of 
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Its  anchorage.  In  proportion » however,  mentioned.  This  isle,  from  four  to  five 
as  the  slave  trade  declined,  this  part  of  miles  in  length,  furnishes  many  heauti- 
the  river  became  lessand  less  frequented,  ful  and  picturesque  specimens  of  African 
and  was  finally  deserted  on  account  of  scenerv,  and  is  richly  endowed  with  all 
its  insalubrity,  the  palm  oil  vessels  the  wild  exuberance  of  tropical  ve&eta- 
preferring  to  remain  near  the  mouth  of  tion.  Its  soil  is  a  rich  argillaceous Toam 
the  river,  where  the  danger  from  noxious  with  a  substratum  of  red  clay,  of  a 
exhalations  and  other  morbific  in-  moderate  altitude  above  the  surround- 
fluences  was  considerably  diminished  ing  mangrove  forests,  and  alternately 
by  the  cool  and  invigorating  sea  breeses,  embellished  by  native  farms  and  broken 
and  the  more  open  expanse  of  the  woodlands,  that  remind  the  stran^r  of 
stream.  The  population  of  Youngtown  a  more  northern  country.  The  site  of 
varies  from  600  to  IDOO,  and,  from  the  the  town  is  one  of  the  most  eligible 
unhealthy  situation,  is  exposed  to  much  that  could  have  been  selected,  l^ing 
sickness.  Lepra,  psoriasis,  scabies, fram-  judiciously  located  on  a  gentle  slope 
besia,  and  other  morbid  affections  of  that  commands  both  ingress  and  egress 
the  skin,  are  common  not  only  in  these  to  each  of  the  two  streams.  The  num- 
but  in  the  other  districts  of  tne  delta  of  ber  of  its  inhabitants  amounts  to  six 
the  Quorra.  With  the  exception  of  thousand.  The  Bombax  ceiba  (silk 
syphilitic  diseases,  these  may  in  general  cotton  tree) yAdansonia digiiaia* {hsiohob 
be  estimated  as  the  most  numerous,  tree),  Omphalocarpum  procerum  (gourd 
Tariola  occasionally  occurs  after  long  tree),  Nymphea  lotus  ^  (white  lotus), 
periods,  when  it  assumes  an  epidemic  IndigoferaenneaphyllaitT&Wingindigo), 
character,  invariably  sweeping  off  two-  Napoieana  imperialii,  &c.  flourish  more 
thirds  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  vil-  or  less  in  the  cultivated  districts  of  the 
lages  exposed  to  its  pestilential  visita-  island,  with  the  ordinary  accompani- 
tions.  Several  years  since  variola  of  a  ment  of  cocoa-nut,  banana  and  plan- 
peculiar  malignant  type  broke  out  in  tain  groves,  or  class  of  trees  whicti  on 
Soudan,  and  passed  from  thence  into  the  coasts  of  Western  Africa  usually 
the  neighbouring  kingdoms  of  Haussa  indicate  the  propinquity  of  native 
and  Benin,  and  so  fearful  were  the  villages  and  plantations, 
ravages  committed  in  its  progress,  that  In  Benin  and  Warr6e  circumcision 
the  majority  of  the  \Varr6e  towns  is  perfprmed  on  all  the  males  at  a  very 
narrowly  escaped  depopulation.  Among  early  age,  and  the  surface-of  the  body, 
the  native  tribes  that  inhabit  the  man-  shortly  after  the  operation,  anointed  by 
time  regions  of  equinoctial  Africa,  there  a  white  carbonaceous  substance  mixed 
is,  perhaps,  no  class  of  diseases  that  with  palm-oil,  which,  from  its  reputed 
creates  more  terror  or  dread  than  the  prophylactic  virtues,  has  been  thought 
prevalence  of  these  variolous  epidemics,  to  obviate  any  injurious  consequences 
As  but  comparatively  few  negroes  that  might  otherwise  ensue, 
escape  with  life,  when  once  attacked  Excision  of  the  clitoris,  a  rite  uni- 
by  epidemic  small-pox,  this  circum-  versally  practised  by  the  females  of 
stance  may  satisfactorily  explain  why  other  nations  more  to  the  southward, 
60  few  are  pitted  with  its  characteristic  does  -not  appear  to  be  implicitly  fol- 

marks,  and  also  account  for  the  custom    

that   prevaib,   in    some  countries,    of  •  This  bcaotiful  tree,  whicb  mwi  to  an  enor- 

awearmgby  this  maladj  j  an  oath  which,  of  CentraTAfrica,  >>  sometimes  found  in  the  ele- 

from  its  dire  import,  is  held  inviolate,  vated  sandstone  refpons  near  the  coast.  Several 

The  other  Exanthemata  but  rarely  if  P?lS2".°^  '^"^  me<UcioaiiT  employed  by  ttie 

^  negroes  in  vanoas  maladies.    In  the  interior  it  is 

ever  appear.  known  under  the  names  of  kuka  or  kouka,  and 

Warr6e,  Owarr6e,  or  Jackr^e,  is  the  Ciapperton  remarks,  that  "  both  leaves  and 


the   northern   side  of    the    island    of  «»t  miteamfl:  tneae  ammais,  ana  as  a  oooiinjp 

TIT— -'«    -«   «i »».,»»;!  ♦vA^^  ^r  lorxl  «*  aperient.    They  are  administered  to  the  former 

Warree,  an  elevated  tract  of  land  se-  irbaiia,  and  fo  the  latter  as  a  drench.   The 

parated  from  the  circumjacent  marshes  white  mealy  part  of  the  fmit  is  very  pleasant  to 

fjv  A  bifurcation  of  the  creek  eiirhtv  or  ****  *•■**»  ""^  forma  with  water  an  agreeable 

uy  a  Diiurcaiion  or  me  creex  eigniy  or  acidulous  beveiaire,  which  the  nativ«,  whose 

ninety  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Young-  libidinous  propensities  incline  them  to  such  «- 

town  ;  both  branches  again  uniting  into  marks,  allege  to  possess  the  virtue  of  relierinic 

one  stream,  that  enters  the  Quorra  a  i^potency.^-^oumes,  from  Kouka  to  Murmur, 

short  distance*  below  Eboc,  as  above  t  The  sacred  lotoa  of  the  Egyptians. 
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lowed  by  the  women  in  this  river,  come  nnder  oWrv&tibn ;  but  cepha* 
unless  it  is  by  those  who  have  been  lal^a  from  febrile  distnrbance,  consd- 
formerly  resident  in  some  of  the  Eboe  pation,  and  exposure  to  the  ran,  is 
towns  on  the  Quorra.  A  process,  how-  extremely  prevalent  in  both  vexes,  and 
ever,  of  quite  a  dissimilar  character,  is  at  all  ages.  The  custom  of  repeatedly 
adopted  by  many  females  of  the  JaboO  shaving  the  head  of  every  infant  for 
country,  and  the  result  is,  I  believe,  several  months,  na^,  even  yesis,  after 
considered  by  them  as  ornamental;  birth,  is  one  universally  in  vogue 
the  clitoris  is  artificially  elonerated  by  throughout  these  countnes  of  the 
means  of  small  weights  appended  to  it,  Bights,  and  Is  evidently  regarded  in 
and  gradually  increased  in  size  until  it  the  light  of  a  prophylactic  measure  of 
has  been  lengthened  several  inches,  no  mean  value.  I  may  here  observe. 
Instances  have  come  under  thy  notice  that  most  of  the  children  of  these  man- 
in  which  ulceration  had  gone  on  to  time  regions  possess  a  weak  and  delicate 
such  an  extent  as  to  require  its  imme-  frame,  and  do  not  enjov  good  health 
diate  removal.  In  girls  the  catamenia  until  they  have  arrivea  at  a  matore 
generally  appear  alx>ut  the  eleventh  or  age.  Maniacal  diseases  are  tmcommony 
twelfth  year,  but  their  commencement  •and  a  remarkable  exemption  takes 
and  subsequent  continuance  often  de-  place  from  idiotcy  in  most  of  the  popa- 
pend  on  the  mode  of  life,  habits,  and  lations  of  the  towns  previously  men- 
constitutional  peculiarities  of  the  dif-  tioned;  whether  chilaren  so  affected 
ferent  grades  of  females,  and  likewise  are  put  to  death,  as  some  native  doctors 
on  those  climateric  agencies  which  so  have  gravely  asserted,  appears  to  me 
materially  modify  this  uterine  secretion,  very  questionable,  if  applied  to  this 
Pleuritis,  pneumonia,  phthisis  pulmo-  river ;  probably  such  may  be  the  case 
nalis,  with  other  morbid  conditions  of   in  others. 

the  parenchyma  of  the  lungs,  are^  of       Chronic  ulcers,  especially   on   the 

greater  frequency  during  the  cold  rainy    lower  extremities,   are  frequent,  and 

months,  and  are  accompanied  by  more    well-marked  cases  of  elephantiasis  may 

vascular  excitement  than  in  the  similar    sometimes  be  seen  in  the  slaves  newly 

afl^ctions  that  occur  in  the  dry  months,    imported  from  Soudan.    These  com- 

Bysentery,  diarrhcea,  colic,  and  nume-    prebend  the  outline  of  the  principal 

rous    disorders    of    the   chylopoietic    maladies  that  exist  in  the  Rio  rormoea 

viscera,  may  be  also  more  prominently    and  slave  coast,  but  there  are  others^ 

noticed  in  the  rainy  months.    Phthisis    also  endemical  to  them,  to  which  I  shall 

and  dysentery  are  the  most  fatal  com-    advert  on  a  future  occasion. 

plaiiits  in  low  marshy  localities,  and       From  Youngtown  seaward,  the  wht, 

carry  off  numbers  of  the  aged  and  de-    or,  as  it  is  denominated,  the  Boobee 

bilitatcd  slaves.    Of  the  species  of  in-    side  of  the  river,  presents  precisely  a 

testinal  worms,  teniee  and  ascarides  are   similar  aspect  to  the  one  lately  de- 

the   most   common,   particularly  the    scribed.    Shallow  indentaUons  and  oc- 

former,  and  the  populations  of  several    casional    projections   of    the   banks, 

inland  countries  not  unfrequently  suffer    clothed   bf  young  mangrove  bushes, 

severely  from  their  contintud  existence,    with  a  solitary  creek  here  and  there, 

Women,  and  the  inferior  class  of  slaves,    are  the  only  objects  that  meet  the  gate 

who  live  exclusively  on  veeetable  food    from  the  above  town  to  C^lebar  Creek, 

without  condiments,  are  those  chiefly    a  distance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles.  This 

affected.    More  recentlv,  the  introduc-    creek  nearly  faces  the  one  leading  to 

tion  and  plentifiil  supply^  of  Enropean    Jacqua,  and  is  of  greater  magnitude 

salt  has  somewhat  diminished   their    than  the  others  in  this  part  of  the 

occurrence.    He^titis,  induration,  and   stream.    It  has  been  supposed  to  com* 

other  organic  lesions  of  the  liver,  are    municate  with  the  Rio  Esclavos,  as  ca- 

lapidl  V  mcreasing  among   the   male    noes  from  that  river  frequently  visit  the 

inhabitants,  from  their  immoderate  use    factories  by  this  route.     An  inooQ- 

of  ardent  spirits   of  a  very  inferior    siderable   village,  named  Battarra,  is 

quality,  now  abundantly  brought  by    situated  on  the  left  bank,  near  the  en* 

European   traders  for  barter.     Dys*    trance,  and  a  remarkable  promontory-, 

peptic,  and  a  wide  range  of  nervous    termed  Jo  Point,  may  be  observed  at  its 

disorders,  equally  emanate  from  the    confluence  with  the  river :  in  the  vici- 

same  stimulant  causes.    Cerebral  dis-    nage  of  the  latter  is  the  town  of  Boo* 

eases  of  a  very  serious  nature  seldom   bee.     Bubie,  or  Boobee,  is  now  the 
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principal  seaport  of  the  kingdom  of  '  REMARKS  ON  PR.  PATERSON's' 

Varr^ :  it  is  erected  on  the  atargin  APOLOGY, 

of  the  mangrove  swamns,  with  a  fine  g^  Scrotatoe. 

sand;  beach,  m.  front,  which  also  con-  

tinues  down  the  river  to  south-east 

point.    It   contains   a  population   of  To  the  Sdtlor  itf  lAt  Itedteal  Gaxttte. 

seven  hundred,  who  are  an  indolent  and  gut^ 

evil-dispobcd  people.    A  small  liv^et  Thb  members  of  the  medical  profession 

aeoarates  it  fr«n  Ullaby,  a,  «?«erable  ^.jj  g„^,    ^^  g^rpriged  thatln  answer 

vjnage.  near  wbch  are  the  ruins  of  an  ^     'distinct  changes,   involving 

old  f  nghsh  fectory.     Saltj^^own  1  es  a  .  ^  ^j  character,  which  ought  to  ^ 

mile  and  a  half  distant,  attbe  mouth  of  ^^^^^  ^^  ^  physician.  Dr.  Wnon 

the  nver  oj?P<>«^e  porth-west jwint.  j^     ^g^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^^     , 

No  mercantae  eatablishment  existed  in  therefore,  assume  that  he  hai  been 

this  nver  before  1786.,  when  the  French  .,      ^^  poetising  a  gross  deception, 

erected  a  fort,  adjoimng  one  of  the  vil-  »„ppJeggi„g  fetters.lndof  various  wilful 

lages  near  Us  embouchure,  ;^hich^»M  misstatements.    He  has  been  nrraigned 

destroyed  by  the  British  era  wrs  in  ^^     j^  profession  for  these  dteds, 

ma    It  «»y?«°««f«^ '?«'''***?*  and  hU  justification  is,  that  he  had 

the  most  healthy  anchorap  for  vessds  j.^^   ^  ^  ^     .^ij,„  ^f  ^^^  ^^^^^  „, 

jisitmg  thu  stream   is   belwee^   the  ^j^^     ^^  with  whom  he  had  a  dispute 

towns  of  Boobee  and  Salt-town.  y^^           ,  l„t3„„  „  ifeel,"say8Dr. 

The  nafaves  of  the  Bio  Formosa  are  ^^          S^hat  I  owe  a  statement  by 

of  Eboe  decent,  '"'d .  partake  of  the  of  apology,  to  my  professional 

same  mo«»l  and  physical  traits  that  i„^hren,  fg^theieans  which  I  adopted 

distinguish  the  people  of  that  country.  ^     ^^^  ^y^^  3^,j           ^  ^  ^^^^j^ 

In  place  of  *V^o'^""'"^"i"„-,T^^  opinion  on  the  preparation  in  dispute, 

thick  hps.  and  flat  expanded  nose,  of  f^^^r.hee.   W  the  following  wa- 

the   Krooman,   they   are    tall,   simi,  ^^^^  j  considered  myself  justified  in 

and  more  symmetncally  moulded,  with  j^^^^     recourse  to  a  plan  wilk  Dr. 


a  skin  varying  from  a  light  yelbw  to  a  g^  f^^  j  „„^  „„„^  j„„,  ^^ 
dark  brown,  and  a  .  countenance  the  ;^^  ^^  ^,^  ^^^^^  j^^  ,^ 
melancholic  expression    of  which  is    .„„/•....•„«        '  " 


re- 
the 


gy«»,  O.V.,  f-t~'"'  """»'"•■"''"'':"  tion  of  a  physician,  and  the  station  of 
Highly  seasoned  ^7  FP^^  «^«P™«  »  proifessional  man.'couH  have  written 
the  diet  on  which  they  uniformly  sub-    .^i^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^      ^^  ^^ 

tu*'    ^^A^""^"^'"^    ?i^Jr.    this  apology  of  Dr.  Pateiuon  clearly, 
he  exuded  sap  of  several  palm  trees :    g.      ♦      » Jj  ^„  ^^^^     5Jt^  of  theft  s 

the  Raphta  vtut/era  and  Elau  guinten-    therefore  he  assumes  tRe  privilege  ok 

V  "^^  'fcl**  f'""  •".i!*'      K?  ^"rZ  committing  murder.    Bealfy,  sir,  the 

drawn.    The  liquor  thus  obtomed  m  ,    .   ^.^^  ^^  ridiculous,  were  not  the 

allowed  to  ferment,  and  hence  It  Ob-  conclusion  monstrous.    Such  a  defence 

tains  those  intoxicating  powers  wh  cb  „,  ^t  be  applauded  among  mohocks, 

render  It  the  favourite  dnnk  of  all  the  j,„f  .^  what  atmosphere  has  the  Docto^ 

inhabitants  of  the  Western  coast  of  ,.^^   j^at  he  should  dare  to  insult  us 

Afnca.  It  IS  also  much  valued  for  us  ^th  his  arrant  trifling  ?  Himself  sc 
diurettc  properties,  and uiadmmistefed  j    j^  becomes  abuser!    He  has 

ra  diflferent  modes  with  other  native  ^^j^j;;*     j^e   di*cretiin  to   feel   that 

medicines.     The  Cgpr''*  ";»"•'«.•»  he  should  defend  himself  against  the 

East  India  cowne,  constitutes  the  «if-  ^^^ '    ^^.^^^^  ^  f^  ^^J  the  deli- 

reney  of  the  country.  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  q^^  ^^tjl  h,  has  purged 

rr«h«c(Mtfiia«Li  himself  of  the  stain  of  these  g^ve 

charges,  no  accusation  of  his  can  at- 
tack the  character  of  a  fespe^tabjI/S 
_  man. — I  remain,  air. 

Your  obedient  i^rvant'. 

Scrutator. 

FtbrauT  M,  UM. 
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ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,    water^  lotions  of  cold  water  applied 

over  extensive  surfaces,  &c.  These 
agents  arc  combined  and  applied  to 

•a'auteyMtjeiaUongwcequelelectenrie    patients  whose    diseases    are   eqaaUy 

^   ^^___  complicated.     Has  this  problem — To 

,  ^,  _  ^,  what  special  cases  is  each  of   these 

Practical  Observations  and  SuggettioM  powerful    remedies    adapted  P  —  been 

in  Medicine.    By  Marshall  HAL^  ^\y^^  with  all  the  care  and  attention 

**'^'  iJii      1  sL^'  ^  momentous  a  problem,  big  with  life 

Churchill.    1 845.  and  death,  health  and  disease,  good  and 

Dr.  Hall  informs  us  that  he  has  pnb-  evil,  demands  P    Who  of  oar  hydro- 

lished  these  '*  Practical  Observations  pathists  is  capable  of  Bolving  snch  a 

and  Suggestions"  in  an  unpretending  problem,  or  has  given  a  tithe  of  the 

form ;  fst,  that  they  may  appear  in  the  time  to  the  subject  which  the  solution 

tnodett  manner  becoming  such  a  trifle ;  of  such  a  problem  requires  p"   «     •     • 

and  2dly,  that  they  may  be  readily  "Without   a   remedy  (homoeopathy), 

portable :"  for  his  ambition  is,  *'  that  and  in  spite  of  the  remedy  (hydro- 

they  may  become  the  companion  of  the  pathy),  patients  may,  and  do,  recover, 

student,  and  of  the  country  practitioner,  The  public  then  never  stop  to  inquire, 

in  some  of  his  loneljr  drives,  especially  but  conclude  iat  once,  very  philosophic 

of  those  whose  time  is  too  much  taken  cally  of  course,  that  the  post  is  propter" 

up  by  practice  to  admit  of  their  reading  p.  12.    Again,  "  if  we  wish  to  ascer- 

larger  and  denser  volumes."    After  a  tain  the  extent  of  the  unaided  power  of 

eulogistic  chronicle  of  his  labours,  the  Nature  in  the  cure  of  disease,  let  us  act 

Doctor  proceeds  to  discuss  in  proper  feirly  and  honestly,  and  try  '  the  med^- 

spirit  two  svstems  of  quackery  which  cineexpectante,"  without  attempting  to 

have  recently  occupied  the  public  at-  lure,  delude,  or  amuse  the  weak-minded 

tention — homoeopathy  and  hydropathy,  patient  b}^  that  absurdity  homcDopathv, 

The  former   is,  indeed,  "  the  art  of  with  its  infinitely  silly,  infinitesimaliy 

amusing   the   patient   whilst    nature  small,  doses  of  medicines.    Or  if  we 

cures  the  disease :"  the  latter  possesses  would  really  prove  the  effects  of  the 

great  power.    It  may  be  compared  to  internal   and   external   use    of    cold 

cambUn^  when  the  stakes  are  high,  water,  let  us  not  begin  by  hydropathic 

The  vanous   profuse    applications  of  institutions,  but  by  cautious  investiga- 

cold  water,  internally  and  externally,  tions,  following  the  example  of  the  late 

which  this  system  embraces,  are  mea-  Dr.  Currie,  discreetly  using  this  agent 

Bures  which  may  be  fraught  with  good  of  power  for  the  public  good,  to  the 

and  evil;  and  if  scientific  and  honour-  honour  of  our  profession."  «.  13L 
able  physicians  had  taken  up  the  sub-        We  cannot  compliment  the  Doctor 

ject  in  the  way  of  careful  and  philo-  for  uniform  perspicuity  of  style.    The 

sophical  investigation,  much   benefit  paragraph  at  the  foot  of  pa^e  18  would 

mi^ht  have  been  conferred  on  mankind  be  apt  to  puzzle  a  practitioner  in  his 

by  Its  means.  lonely  rides,  especially  if  the  roads 

"  But  hydropathy  is  a  system  which  were  rough,  and  his  nag  "  a  trick  of 

comprehends   various    most    powerful  stumbling  had.*'    The  following  paral- 

agents:    the  profuse  ingurgitation  of  lei   quotations   illustrate    the    modest 

cold  water,  the  violent  anusion  of  cold  manner : — 

**  I  would  refer  those  who  wish  to 
prosecute  this  subject  (scarification  of 
the  gums)  to  my  work  on  the '  Diseases 
and  Derangements  of  the  Nervous  Sys- 
tem,' but  especially  to  my  '  New  Me- 
moir,' which  contains  the  most  iucid 
and  recent  view  of  the  whole  subject  of 
the  physiology  and  pathology  of  the 
true  spinal  system."  p.  33. 


"  I  conclude  the  present  chapter  by 
referring  my  readers  for  further  infor- 
mation to  my  'New  Memoir,'  which 
contains  the  latest  facts  and  views  on 
the  subject,  and  by  stating  that  /  be- 
lieve the  results  of  mv  investigations 
5 resent  the  k^y  to  the  diagnosis  of  the 
iseases  of  the  nervous  system."  p.  24. 
•*  I  may  be  here  allowed  to  refer  to 
my  *  New  Memoir'  on  this  subject,  as 
containing  the  shortest,  yet  the  most 
complete,  view  of  this  subject."  p.  159. 

In  the  remarks  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of  stridulous  convulsions  in 
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infants,  our  author,  unfolding  the  same  excite  and  to  maintain  a  state  of  active 

modest  manner,  states  that  "  the  series  sympathy  and   attention,   for   which 

of  cases  occurring  in  the  same  family,  there  is,  as  it  were,  a  perpetual  morhid, 

and  given  in  the  Liancet  for  April  17th,  and  jealous  thirst.    It  was  rather  aptly 

1841,  and  for  July  the  9th,  1842,  must  designated,  hy  the  clever  relative  of  one 

have  excited  the  deepest  interest  iti  the  patient,  an  ego-mania» 

profession  /"  "  One    patient    cannot    articulate ; 

In  the  succeeding^  chapters,  on  the  another  cannot  walk  ;   a  third  cannot 

use  of  setons,  curvature  of  the  spine,  eat,  cannot  swallow,  or,  if  deglutition 

temperature  of  the  sick-room,  apoplexy  have  been  performed,  does  not  retain 

and  paralysis,  the  practitioner  will  find  the  food  on  the  stomach,  but,  without 

various  useful  suggestions.  nausea,  and  apparently  without  effort. 

For  the  prevention  of  milk  abscess,  returns  it,  as  it  were,  by  an  act  of  easy 

and  milk  fever,  the  Doctor  enjoins  de-  rumination. 

pletion  of  the  milk  ducts.     For  this  "  I  think  I  have  known  one  and  the 

purpose  the  infant  should  be  put  to  the  same  patient  forcibly  to   retain    the 

breast  at  the  moment  it  is  bom.     1  f,  contents   of  the    intestines    until  an 

in  spite  of  this,  the  mamms  become  in  enormous    tympanitic   distension   was 

the  slightest  degree  tumid,  or  febrile  the  consequence;    and  to  retain  the 

action  be  set  up,  another  and  a  stronger  urine  until  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  be- 

infant  should  be  applied  without  dtlay,  came  distended,  and  the  kidney  itself 

Of  course  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  enlarged. 

accoucheur  to  provide  relays  of  vigorous  ''  The  abdomen  of  a  patient,  a  malin- 
suckers  under  such  circumstances.  **  I  gerer  in  the  hospitals  and  workhouses, 
do  not  pretend,  in  the  above  propo-  was  marked  extensively  b^  leeching, 
sition,  to  have  advanced  any  thing  cupping,  and  setons,  and  it  was  pro- 
new  ;  but  in  proposing  such  prompti-  posed  to  extract  a  supposed  diseased 
tude,  perseverance,  energy,  and  steadi-  ovarium,  and  to  this  operation  the  pa- 
ness  and  decision  of  purpose,  with  tient  pretended  to  be  readv  to  submit ! 
which  I  recommend  the  measure  to  be  "  I  was  consulted  in  the  case  of  a 
adopted,  if  these  be  fully  apprehended,  young  lady,  who  was  affected  with 
1  believe  I  do  propose  something  new.''  paroxysms   of  a   violent,   apparently 

"...                    ,  spasmodic,  action  of  the  muscles  whicn 

There  IS  a  cunous  chapter  on  *•  the  raise  the  left  shoulder,  attended  by  a 

teinper-diseaBe,"  from  which  we  tran-  partial  inspiration  ;    the  attack  usually 

scnbe  the  foUowing :—  came  on  hord  somni,  and  many  were 

"  When  a  child's  stomach  and  bowels  the  wakeful  hours  which  this  anection 

are  disordered,  the  temper  is  fretful ;  caused  to  the  patient,  her  friends,  and 

and  the  same  thing  is  true  of  older  chil-  her  nurses.     I    then    suspected^  but 

dren  ;   so  that  the  natural  disposition,  would  not  believe,  that  these  muscular 

however  amiable,  becomes  perverted,  actions  were  voluntary  j   I  now  believe 

and  the  patient  may  become  a  burthen  they  were  so. 

to  his  family  and  friends.    In  all  such  *'  In  another  young  lady,  a  similar 

cases  the  patient  is  apt  to  be  blamed,  apparently    spasmodic    action,    more 

although  really  to  be  pitied ;  though  it  constant  or  less  in  paroxysms,  affected 

must  be  confessed  that  the  perversion  the   muscles  which  raised  the  ri^ht 

of  temper  might  frec^uently  be  con-  thigh.    I  always  regarded  this  aflfection 

trolled,  and  the  physician's  attempts  to  as  one  denoting  temper, 

relieve  might  be  seconded  where  they  "  In  one  patient  the  fingers  were 

are  but  too  frequently  opposed.  forcibly  contracted  into  the  palm  of  the 

*<The  most  frequent,  yet  the  most  hand.    In  other  cases  there  are  various 

extraordinary  of  these  perversions  of  forms  of  lameness.    Every  one  remem- 

temper,  are  seen  in  young  females.    It  bers  the  famous  case  of  Miss  Fancourt. 

is  a  species  of  aberration  of  the  intellect,  *\One  voung  lady  wais  affected  with 

but  snort  of  insanity,  real  enough,  but  ptosis.    Another  was  unable  to  write, 

exaggerated,  fictitious,  factitious,  and  except  in  zig-zag  forms,  a  little  like  the 

real  at  the  same  time.    It  frequently  effect  of  real  tremor, 

has  its  origin  in  dyspepsia,  hysteria,  or  "  This  affection  is  not  limited  to  fe- 

othermalady,  and  in  emotion  of  various  males,  or  to  grown-up  persons;    an 

kinds,  such  as  disappNointment,  vexa-  athletic  vouth  of  16  pretended  to  be 

(ion,  &c.    Its  object  is  frequently  to  affected  by  paralysis  of  one  lower  ex- 
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^renditj.    Sir  B.  Brodie  saw  him  with  mainmaiy  yessels,  and  that  a  change  hv 

me,  and  agreed  with  me  that  it  was  the  uterine  system,  and  a  nroneness  to 

feigned ;    and  our  opinion  was  eon^  conception,  may  be  inducea.  "  I  would 

firmed  by  perfect  recoTcry.  propose,  then,  that  the  patient  should 

"  Nor  is  it  confihed  to  adults :  one  sleep,  for  one  week  before,  and  daring 

little  patient,  aged  ten,  under  the  in-  each  catamenial  period,  with  an  infant 

fluence  of  jealousy,  feigned  a  regular  on  her  bosom.''  p.  157. 

evening    attack    of    delirium,   being  For  prosecuting  thisingenious scheme 

frightened  at  lions,  tigers,  bears,  &c.  on  a  large  scale,  it  would  be  deaUable 

and  at  one  time  could  not  articulate^  to  have  a  "baby  delivery  company" 

and  at  another  could  not  swallow.    A  established,  which  would  supply  lusty 

little  boy,  aged  eight,  feigned  a  re^lav  sucklings  at  so  much  a  night.    None 

eveniilg  attack  of  spasmodic  a£feetion.  manifesting  any  signs  of  temper^dismM^ 

'*  Having  thus  sketched  the  ease  of  ought  to  be  issued.  We  have  no  doubt 
this  temper-disease  in  general  term»,  I  the  husband  would  get  speedily  recon- 
shall  now  proceed  to  describe  this  sin-  ciled  to  the  mewling  and  puking  of  the 
solar  affection  more  narticularly.  I  little  innocent,  buoyed  up  by  the  proa- 
hope  not  to  be  mtstaaen.  I  do  not  pect  of  his  wife  oeeoming  a  joyous 
legard  it  as  enfirelv  a  feigned  disease,  mother  of  children.  We  onfy  feav 
It  is,  ofiginally  at  least,  the  result  of  that  delicate  ladies  might  have  their 
tnalady,  or  of  some  mental  or  bodily  restseriously  dbturbedby  the  stnwles 
affection.  It  is  allied  to  hysteria;  and  of  the  infant  incubus^  vainly  sedSna 
hysteria-^hysteric  palpitation,  for  ex-  to  allay  its  thirst  at  cisterns  which  hold 
ample-^is  a  real  ffisease.     It  is  best  no  milk. 

illustrated  by  the  effects  of  derange-  The  following  cursory  remarks  on 

ment  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  in  prognosis  are  not  unimportant : — 

infonts^— and  who  would  think  of  cor-  "The  physician  is  made  responsiUa 

recting  a  ehild  for  temper  which  was  for  every  case  of  suddbn  dissolution^ 

the  imsnediate,  natural,  and  inseparable  His  only  protection  is  in  a  most  explicit 

effect  of  bodily  disorder  P     It  is  a  per-  and  even  repeaitecl  prognosis* of  th« 

▼enity,  an   insaniola,  originating   in  event— a  thing  sometimes  impossible, 

bodily  disorder  Or  mental  affection,  and  "  No  one  would  proffnosticate  a  sud- 

perpetuated  by  a  morbid  indulgence  of  den  dissolution  in  chTotosis,  however 

temper,  and  desire  for  sympathy  and  inveterate  and  severe.     Yet   I   have 

attention.  known  four  examples  of  a  sodden,  or 

"  In  the  midst  of  such  a  case  as  this^  rapid,  fatal  termination  in  this  disease; 

the  last  resort— a  forlorn  hope— has  '*Few  physicians   would   think    it 

been  to  homceopathy  and  mesmerism."  necessary  to  forebode  such  ill  in  cases 

Sterility  is  a  favourite  subject  with  in  which  profuse  bloodrjtetting  had 
the  Doctor,  under  the  name  of  aphorim:  heen  adopted,  or  profuse  hemorrhage 
He  admits  that  it  frequently  depends  ^&d  occurred,  if  tKe  patient  appeared 
on  organic  defect ;  but  the  fact  that  a  ^  ^«>  however  slowly,  convalescent. 
first  diild  has  been  bom  after  many  Yet,  in  such  cases,  sudden  death  has 
years  of  marriage  is  sufficient  proof  occurred  so  frequently  as  not  to  be  a 
that  in  other  eases  the  defect  has  arisen  ▼ery  extraordinary  event, 
from  causes  of  a  functional  and  less  "But  the  most  treacherous  cases  are 
permanent  nature.  Taking  advantage  those  of  intestinal  obstruction,  from 
of  the  extraordinary  sympathy  subsist-  various  causes.  The  patient  shall  have 
ing  between  the  BEtamms  and  the  suffered  from  sickness, — rejecting  all 
uterus,  he  recommends,  on  reflex  prin-  ^oo^  ^iid  medicine  f  and  from  consti- 
ciples,  a  robnst  infant  to  be  repeatedly  pation,  resisting  every  kmd  of  aperient 
andperseveringly  applied  at  the  return  ^^  purgative,  no wever  administered, 
of  the  catamenial  period,  in  the  hopie  whether  swallowed,  injected  as  an 
that  the  secretion  of  milk  may  be  ex-  enema,  or  applied  to  the  tongue  (croton 
cited,  and  the  uterine  blood  diverted  oil),  or  endermically :  at  length  the 
from  the  uterus  and  directed  into  the  howels  shall  be  moved  satis&ctorily, 
^  and  the  patient  shall  appear  better  in 

*  A  bareftoed  ptefitriom  of  the  tiibflUnee  of  every  respect  I    The  appearances  are 

Dr.  M.  Hall's  chapter  on  AphorUi  will  be  found  fallacious.     The  nowera  of  thf»  hejirL 

in  a  prodoctJon  tfiat  haa  juift  appeared, "  On  the  /«!;  ri^T !'    u     -   P*^^«™  «  ^^^  P^?f  ^ 

Remedial  Iniltfetiee  of OxWeii.orVItal Air,'' ^.  ^^  ^P^  ^^  ^  impressed  through  the 

by  J.  Kvaaa  Riadora,  M.D.  F.Ls.— See  p.  80.s«.  medium  of  the  Stomach  and  bowels) 
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Bball  have  yielded  to  the  itruffgle  \  a  rattles  in  bronchitis,  or  other  diseases 
state  of  the  most  insidious  sinking  has  of  the  lungs  themselves,  must  be  ex- 
set  10.  Food  is  retained ;  the  bowels  eluded.  The  crepitus  to  which  I  al- 
are  freely  moved ;  all  pain  is  gone ;  the  lude  comes  on  in  the  course  of  fever, 
patient,  as  I  have  said,  appears  better  and  other  diseases  of  the  general  sys- 
in  every  respect ;  but  in  tne  course  of  tern ;  in  extreme  exhaustion  and  de- 
the  night,  or  in  the  course  of  twenty-  bility ;  in  disease  in  the  head  or  ab- 
four  hours,  sinks  and  expires !  I  could  domen ;  as  an  early  symptom  of  the . 
not,  if  it  were  necessary  to  do  so,  de»  sinking  state. 

scribe  this    painful   state   of  things,  **  A  third  symptom,  frequently  con- 

whether  the  reelings  of  friends  or  those  joined  with  this  crepitus  in  respiration, 

of  the  physician  be  considered.  Is  tympanitic  tumefaction  of  the  abdo- 

"  In  diseases  of  the  head ;  in  diseases  men.  Both  arise  from  the  same  cause 
of  the  heart;  in  diseases  of 'the  blood  —a  deficiency  and  failure  of  the  gan- 
(whether  mere  ancemia,  or  that  which  glionic  nervous  power, 
occurs  in  asphyxia,  diabetes,  albu-  "  There  is  a  fourth  symptom,  which 
minuria,  extreme  dyspepsia,  &c.  &c.) ;  I  have  observed  in  puerperal  diseases, 
tn  cases  of  the  exanthemata,  especiallv  chiefly,  of  fearful,  if  not  fatal,  ten- 
variola  and  scarlatina ;  sudden  death  dency  :  it  is  a  peculiar  severe  pain  in 
occurs.  Attacks  of  epilepsy  are  some-  one  side  of  the  neck  $  I  know  not  of 
times  suddenlv,  sometimes  less  sud-  what  nature  i  but  I  have  observed  it  in 
denly  fatal.  Cholera,  dysentery,  even  fatal  cases  so  frequently,  as  to  think  it 
diarrhoea,  occasionally  induce  rapid  worthy  of  being  thus  pressed  upon  the 
and  unexjpected  sinking.  I  have  al-  attention  of  my  medical  brethren.'' 
ready  noticed  the  effect  of  effectual  Chapters  29  and  30  contain  some  in- 
relief  to  the  bowels  after  constipation*  teresfing  pathologicid  observations  on 

'*  Indeed,  the  influence  of  the  intes-  gangrene  of  the  race  ;  and  Chapter  3$ 

tine  on  the  heart  is  most  remarkable :  furnishes  the  details  of  a  case  or  senile 

in    mere   dvspepsia,   the  nose,   eareu  gangrene   treated  by   the  nitrate   of 

hands,  and  feet,  are  apt  to  be  cold  and  silver,  by  Mr.  Hifi;ginbottom,     The 

livid  ;  one  of  the  most  distinctive  marks  subject  was  a  retired  tradesman,  of  full 

bf  tuberculous  disease  in  the  abdomen  habit,  and  seventy-three  vears  of  age.- 

is  a  fre(]uent,  small  pulse,  with  still  The  third  and  fourth  toes  had  assumed 

greater  lividity  and  coldness  of  the  nose,  a  dark    colour  and    become   a  little 

ears,  hands,  and  feet ;  in  inflammation  swelled ;    and  there   were  two  small 

of  the  intestine,  the  pulse  is  known,  to  purple  vesications  on  the  lower  part  of 

be  of  remarkable  smallness ;  the  same  the  I^.    The  disease  had  existed  for 

thing  is  observed  in  hernia.    This  sub-  severaTdays.    The  solid  nitrate  of  sil- 

iect  deserves  to  be  prosecuted  further,  ver  was  freely  applied  over  the  affected 

both  in  a  physiological  and  pathologi-  toes  and  surrounaing  healthy  skin,pre- 

cal  point  of  view.  viously  moistened  with  water,  as  also 

"In  the  course  of  various  diseases,  over  the  denuded  surfaces  of  the  leg« 

the  most  insidious  sinking  is  apt  to  the  vesications  having  been  previously 

occur,  and  the  physician  ^ould  trea-  removed.     Adherent  eschars  formed : 

sure  up  any  facts  which  lead  to  its  the   inflammation  was  subdued,  and 

prompt  detection.    I  shall  enumerate  all  further  mischief  prevented.    Indue 

several  of  these : —  time  the  eschars  were  thrown  off,  leav- 

'*  The  first  is— breathlessness.  This  ing  the  parts  underneath  healthv  :  no 
is  observed  when  the  patient  moves  constitutional  remedies  were  employed, 
about— in  walking,  or,  in  aculer  cases^  The  patient  lived  three  years  after, 
even  in  bed.  It  is  heard  by  the  atten-  without  return  of  the  complaint,  and 
tive  physician.  It  is  merelv  what  I  died  ultimately  of  old  age. 
have  termed  it — a  little  audible  breath-  Dr.  Hall  attacks  nsvus,  most  chirur« 
lessness.  It  occurs  in  diseases  of  the  geonly,  by  passing  a  needle  of  mode- 
heart;  in  extensive  diseases  of  the  rate  size,  and  with  cutting  edg:es» 
lungs;  in  cases  of  exhaustion;  in  through  it,  so  frequently  as  to  in- 
cases of  debility.  It  denotes  great  duce  inflammation  with  deposit  of 
danger,  and  almost  certain  death.  lymph,  and  to  obliterate  and  consoli- 

"A  second  symptom  of  this  kind  is  cfate  the  vessels  of  which  it  is  corn- 
ea slight  crepitus  in  the  breathing,  bosed  without  incurring  any  risk  of 
heard  without  the  stethoscope.     The  aangcr  from  sloughing.     The  needle 
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should  be  passed  in  various  directions,  more   prone    to  it  than   males.      It 

from  one  point  in  the  circumference  of  usually  occurs  from  the  age  of  fifteen 

the  neevus  to  several   points  more  or  to  that  of  twenty-five  years.     It  is 

less  opposite.    The  punctures  must  be  mainly  characterised  by  three  symp- 

made  near  the  surface  in  the  superficial  toms  : — great  tendency  to  coldness  and 

arterial  neevus ;  but  into  textures  more  lividity  of  the  extreme  parts  of  the 

or  less  deeply  seated  in  cases  of  the  body,  a  frequent  pulse,  and  slow  but 

prominent  capillary  naevus.    The  ope-  progressive  emaciation, 
ration  needs  to  be  repeated  at  distinct        "The  aspect  of  the  countenance  is 

intervals  of  two,  three,  or  four  months,  altogether  peculiar,  especially  in  cold 

according  to  the  state  of  the  case,  and  weather,    together   with    an    obvious 

the  progress  of  the  cure.    The  object  emaciation  and  expression  of  languor 

of  tnis  plan  is  to  avoid  pain,  hemor-  and  disease;  the  end  of  the  nose  is  li- 

rhagy,  and  scar,  and  to  substitute  ci-  vid  in  colour,  and  cold  to  the  touch  ; 

catnx  for  nsevous  tissue.  Five  casts  are  and  there  is,  in  general,  either  paleness 

adduced  in  corroboration  of  the  safety  or  a  slight  degree  of  flushing, 
and  efficacy  of  this  mode  of  treatment.        **  Similar  observations  may  be  made 

M.  Blandin  has  of  late  been  adopting  respecting  the  general  surface.     There 

a  congenerous  method ;   with  a  two-  is  emaciation  ;  the  skin  is  soft,  and  apt 

edged  tenotome,  a  subcutaneous  punc-  to  become  moist ;  and  there  are  general 

ture  is  made  at  a  little  distance  from  perspirations  during  sleep,  especially 

the  growth,  and  the  instrument  after-  m  the  early  part  of  the  morning :  to 

waros  freely  moved  in  diflferent  direc-  prevent  this  perspiration,  the  patient 

tions.    Two  compresses  and  a  bandage  frequently  endeavours  to  keep  awake. 

are  then  applied  over  the  tumor.  There  is  an  undue  sensibility  to  cold 

Chapter  40  is    occupied    with  the  observed  on  the  slightest  unexpected 

means   of   preventing  insidious    dis-  exposure, — as  the  opening  of  a  door, 

eases  of  the  brain  in  children.    Two  — and  the  patient  usually  creeps  over 

cases  are  given ;  the  first  in  the  shape  the  fire.    Sometimes  I  have  observed 

of  an  epistolary  communication  to  an  the  back  of  the  hands  and  the  fore  part 

M.P.    After  pointing  out  various  mea-  of  the  legs  to  assume  a  peculiar  brown 

sures  of  hygiene,  the  doctor   touches  colour,  from  being  burnt  by  this  con- 

upon  diet— a  little  mutton  should  be  stant  exposure  to  heat :  the  hands  and 

taken  thrice  a  day,  at  breakfast,  dinner,  finc^ers  are  apt  to  be  extremely  livid 

and  tea ;  and  the  vegetable  food  should  ana  cold. 

consist  of  stale  bread,  well-cooked  rice,        "  The  mode  of  walking  is  peculiar, 

and  mealy  potatoes.    When  the  bowels  being  attended  by  stooping,  weakness, 

are  not  relieved  once  daily,  a  dose  of  and  caution. 

baume  de  vie  is  to  constitute  a  chasse-        "  The  pulse  is  alwavs  frequent,  and 

diner.     The  medicines  recommended  generally  regular.      It  is  earlier  and 

are  from  five  to  ten  drops  of  steel  wine,  longer  frequent  in  tuberculous  afifec- 

given  in  a  table-spoonful  of  water  in  lion  of  the  abdomen,  than  in  that  of 

the  midst  of  meals,  alternated  monthly  anv  other  cavity.    I  have  known  the 

with  from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  of  pulse    to   be    between    one    hundred 

sulphate    of   quina,    followed    subse-  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  for  several 

qu^ntly  by  a  course  of  pale  Indian  ale.  years. 

While  we  formally  protest  against  the  "  The  emaciation  in  tuberculous  dis- 
system  of  drugging  food,  as  a  general  ease  of  the  abdomen  is  uniformly,  but 
rule,  we  are  not  prepared  to  gainsay  very  slowly,  progressive.  ]  t  is  accom- 
that  in  the  skilful  hands  of  an  M.P.'s  panied  by  a  state  of  unvaried  de- 
cook,  even  a  gigot  de  moulon  an  vin  de  bility ;  and,  in  the  later  periods  of 
fer,  or  a  cdtetette  ^  la  quinine,  may  not  the  disease,  by  some  oedema,  gene- 
be  a  palatable  dish.  rally  observed  more  in  one  leg  than  the 

Tuoerculous  disease  in  the  abdomen  other, 
is  discussed  at  some  length  in  Chapter        "The  other  symptoms  of  this  mor- 

43.     It  is,  as  our  author  judiciouslv  re-  bid  affection  are  less  constant;   they 

marks,  the  most  insidious  of  all  those  are  chiefly — an  augmented  appetite  for 

diseases  which  may  be  considered  as  food ;    copious,  pale,    alvine    evacua- 

necessarily    and    progressively    fatal ;  tions ;  and  pain,  and  sometimes  a  per- 

and  is  most  unequivocally  a  family  or  ceptible  tumor,   in   some  part  of  the 

hereditary  complaint.      Females    are  abdomen,    especially    in  the  iliac  or 
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hypogastric  regions.     The  catamenia  rather  suddenly.     It  usually  begins 

simply  become  scanty,  or  cease,  with-  with  severe  rigor,  which  is  succeeded 

out  undergoing  the  changes  observed  by  great  heat  of  skin,  and  eventually 

in  some  cases  of  disorder  of  the  general  by  perspiration.  With  the  rigor  or  heat 

health.  there  is  usually  the  accession  of  some 

"  There  are  altogether  a  peculiar  ap-  severe  local  affection, 
pearance  of  the  countenance,  a  peculiar       '*The  changes  in  the  course  of  the 

mode  of  walking,  and  a  peculiar  atti-  disease  are,  like  the  first  attack,  gene- 

tude  and  manner  in  general,  all  denot-  rally  sudden.  The  patient  is  better  and 

ing  debility  and  mat  disease ;  and  if  worse,  and  the  most  urgent  messages 

to  these  l>e  added  the  peculiar  sensi-  are  sent  at  different  times  to  the  medi- 

bility  to  cold,  and  tendency  to  coldness  cal  attendant. 

and  lividity  of  the  extreme  parts  of  the        '*  Generally  the  patient  will  be  found 

body,  the  very  gradual  emaciation,  and  to  have  been  pteviously  subject  to  dis- 

the  habitual  frequency  of  the  pulse,  it  order  of  the  bowels ;  afterwards  he  is 

is  scarcely  possible  to  mistake  the  na-  apt  to  experience  similar  attacks,  un- 

ture  of  this  disease :  but,  in  practice,  the  less  he  be  attentive  to  diet  and  regi- 

diagnosis  requires  very  careful  and  mi-  men,  and  to  the  state  of  his  bowels." 
nute  observation."  The  indications  to  be  kept  steadily  in 

The  principal  causes  of  this  morbid  view  as  regards  treatment,  are,  to  pre- 
affection  are,  among  the  poor,  sedentary  vent  inflammation,  by  cautiously  bleed- 
habits,  scanty  food,  a  damp  atmos-  ing,  if  ne'cessary ;  to  remove  the  cause 
phere,  and  defective  clothing;  and,  of  the  affection  by  free  ptirging;  to 
among  the  rich,  warm  apartments,  re-  allay  irritation  by  an  ammoniated 
cluse  studies,  and  a  variable  mode  of  opiate  draught ;  to  obviate  exhaustion 
dressing.  The  chief  nreventives  are  a  by  nourishment ;  and  to  relieve  the 
nutritious  and  animal  diet,  an  active  local  affection  by  cold  lotion  applied  to 
and  regular  system  of  exercise,  warm  the  head,  a  liniment  to  the  chest,  and  a 
clothing,  sponging  the  surface,  and  a  fomentation  and  liniment  to  the  abdo- 
strict  attention  to  the  general  health.  men,  according  as  the  pain  occupies 

Chapter  46  is  devoted  to  the  conside-  one  or  other  of  these  regions  of  tHe 

ration  of  certain  effects  of  intestinal  body. 

irritation,  which,  although  of  an  acute        ^ext  in  order  is  an  essay  on  the  state 

and  alarming  nature,  have  not,  accord-  of  sinking  from  various  causes,  which 

ing  to  Dr.  Hall,  been  always  under-  will  repay  perussJ.    It  embodies  the 

stood  in  practice,  or  discriminated  from  views  of  Mr.  Hunter  and  Sir  H.  Halford 

some  other  morbid  affections  of  a  to-  on  the  subject. 

tall^  different  nature,  and  requiring  a       At  page  340,  an  instance  of  chronic 

vaned,  if  not  an  opposite,  mode  of  treat-  inflammation  is  detailed,  in  which  im- 

ment.  pending   suffocation   was  averted  by 

"  The  case  resembles,  in  many  in-  the  operation  of  laryngotomy,  and  the 

stances,  the  most  acute  phrenitis ;  and  original  disease  subsequently  removed 

it  is  this  form  of  the  disorder  in  par-  by  mercurial  action.    By  the  way.  Dr. 

ticular  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  the  at-  Hall  adduces  as  a  means  of  diagnosis 

tention  of  the  profession.     In  other  in-  in  laryngitis,  that  the  patient  cannot 

stances,  the  affection  has  assumed  the  "  snuff  up ;"   the  volume  of  air  thus 

character  of  inflammation  of  the  intes-  admitted  into  the  larynx  being  insuflft- 

tines  or  peritoneum.    Occasionally,  the  cient  to  produce  that  effect,  although 

scat  and  kind  of  pain  have  led  to  the  its  due  velocity  is  not  wanting.    In  this 

suspicion  of  pleuritis.    Or  attacks  of  manner,  laryngitis,  in  whicn  there  is 

palpitation  have  suggested  the  idea  of  thickening  of  the  lining  membrane  of 

disease  of  the  heart.  the  glottis  or  larynx,  and  consequent 

"  Very  frequently  two  or  more  of  diminution  of  this  orifice,  may  be  dis- 

these  affections  take  their  rise  in  sue-  tinguished  from  tuberculous  ulceration 

cession,  the  first  or  second  probably  of  the  glottis  or  larynx,  in  which,  so 

ceasing  entirely  before  the  subsequent  far  from  there  being  diminution,  there 

one  is  established — an    event  which  is  augmentation  of  tne  orifice, 
has,  I  believe,  often  led  to  an  Erroneous        The  concluding  chapters  are :  On  the 

idea  of  tlie  metastasis  of  inflammation  treatment  of  the  atrophy  of  paralytic 

or  other  morbid  affection  from  one  or-  limbs,  by  W.  F.  Barlow,  Esq, ;  and  on 

gan  to  another.  the  relation  of  the  spinal  marrow  to 

"  The  attack  generally  takes  place  parturition,  by  W.  Tyler  Smith,  M.D. 
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In  lerminatin^  our  notice  of  these  tube,    about  I  incb  diametn  onteide, 

tucubrations,  which  contain  much  that  drawn  to  a  point  at  bottom,  asd  ehnt 

is  ingenioua  and  useful,  though  oddly  with  a  cork  at  ttm.     Through  the  cen- 

Btrung    together,    w«    would  humbly  tre  of  this  cork,  theamoll  tube  C  p&ssea 

suggest   to   the   eminent   author   tfaU  down  air-tight,  and  is  furnished  at  top 

there    is  "  a  call    upon  mankind  to  with  a  stop-cock,  into  which  the  bent 

value  and  esleein  those   who  set    a  small  lube  of  glass  (without  lead}  £  iit 

moderate  price  upon  their  own  merits,"  cemented.    The  bent  tube  F  is  joined 

or,  as  Horace  finely  expresses  it :  to  the  end  of  E  with  a  collaj;  of  caout- 

Qa»>sqd»)>eitt>ipiDnawi«lt,  J^'O'ic,  or  a  perforated  cork,  wtieh  wiU 

A  Diii  plnra  feiet. be  found  mote  coareoient. 

. .  The  manner  of  using  this  apparatus 

0n.d*t*rmininif  ih*  quality e/Ar«nic,  «  aa  follows  :-lnb^duce  a  few  obloM 

«.4<tii«i«r<l>m;«M«(.V'A*»»»-  '■■B«,9f  zinc,  free  from  arsenic,  jnto^ 

MwmcM  (-CM>t(«r«<fc  mUk  Mabsh's  JJ^  then  insert  its  air-tight  cork  with 

mtiiMratia.  "'^  attached  tubes,      HaMog  oper^ed 

,    .       .,  i_'  L  .  a  13      ■     I    -.1.  the  stop-cock,  pour  into  A  as  much  of 

lT«.wdlknow«tbatfluidam.xedwrth  ,he  suspected  liquid,  acidulated  wiih 

glutmotts    inWWr  /re  'ery    bable  to  ^^^^^  hVdrochloric  or  sulphuric  acid 

)Wthnp  when  hydrogen  »  disengaged  ,^^^^     '^  ^  „;^  ^se  to^the  top  of 

"i'^°';.-w°'  "^^""'II^^.k'I^^*'  <!i?S     "ie  gorX   after  B  ia  full,  and  mme- 

and  a  dilaW  acid,  and  that  the  froth     ^i^i^j    ^{^^^  ^^  gtop-cock!     The  gene- 

obatructe  the  due  p^fcrmance  of  th.     „ted   hydrogen   will   force   dowS  the 

Mpenraent  of  Manh      It  is  equally    ^     j^  „^t  oflhe  lower  orifice  of  B  into 

kno^,  that  moch  of  th.a«a»ic  cob-     jy;»^„j  ^j.^  ^^e  level  of  it  above  thfl 

tained  in  thepoiw»o«  liquid  wteated,         ,,_    The  estremity  of  tfaeiube  Fbe- 

•scapes  con&nsation  and  'lud*.  toea-    ,„    ^j      j  Uneath   the  surface  of  a 

Mrement.     Acommittee,  appointed  by     weak  soTution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and 

the  Prussian  Government,  have  con-    ^     --^  g^^^  ^,^^      ,^^^ ^  ^  ^^^1   ^  ^ 

mved  an  ingenious  modification  of  that    ,^^  ^^  i^e  letter  fe,  the  stop-cock  i| 

wpwalus,  which  may  be  simplified  into    then  to  be  slightly  opened,  so  that  the 

Uke  annexed  form—  ^^  ^^^■^^^^  n^,^^  gn/-  ^^^^  ^^^^  3  ^^ 

escape  so  alowly  as  to  pass  off  in  sepa* 

rate  sinaU  bubbles  through  the  silver 

solution.  BythismeBusthewbokofthe 

arsenic  contained  in  the  arseniuretted 

hydro^n  will  be  deposited  either  in  the 

metallic  state  upon  the  inside  of  the 

tube  E,   or   with  tlie  silver  into  the 

cfaamcteristic  black  powder.    The  first 

charge  of  gas  in  B  being  expended,  the 

stop-cock  IS  to  be  shut,  till  the  liquid 

be  again  expelled  from  it  by  a  freak 

disengagement  of  hydrogen.    The  rins 

of  metalUe   arsenic  deposited  beyoi^ 

E  may  be  chased  onwards  bv  placinK 

another   flame  under  it,  and  thereby 

formed  into  an  oblone  lirilliiuit  sleei- 

like  minor.    It  is  evident,  that  by  the 

patient  use  of  this  apparatus  the  whole 

arsenic  in  any  poisonous  liquid  mav  be 

cullccled,    weighed,  and   aubjfclea   Uf 

every    kind   Ul    chemical  verification. 

If  F  be  joined  toE  by  means  of  a  per- 

furaled  cork,  it  may  readily  be  lurued 

abiml,  and  its  taper  point  rniKcd  inlQ 

a  pobition  such  us  when  the  liydri^a 

issuing  from  it  is  kindled,  the  Bame 

A,  is  a  narrow  glass  cylinder,  open     may  be  made  to  play  upun  a  urfacf 

glass     duce  the  arsenical  mirror. 
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A  Tr§atise   on    Corns,  Bunions,    the  Kingdom  puBsed  the  liret  reading  on 

^eiues  of  Natls^avd^the  Oei^^  thg  25th  current,  and  is  to  be  read  n 

(by    special    appointment)    to    the  We  congratulate  Sir  James  Graham 

Queen.     Simpkin   and  Co.     1845.  on  the  calm,  able,  and  dispassionate 

8vo.  pp.  196.  manner  in  which  he  has  dealt  with 

In  this  stage  of  society  the  chiropodist  this  intricate  subject.    The  whole  tone 

is  as  essential  and  acknowledged  a  cha-  of  hig  speech,  indeed,  is  one  of  con- 

racteras  any  other  special  practitumer,      .,.  .. *.         ,     ^^    \^ 

and  if  the  public  are  somewhat  nig!  "^^^^^  ^owar^  ^^^  P^^ies. 

fardly  in  awarding  him  a  rank  above  while  certain  very  important  amend- 

is  handiwork,  they  are  no  doubt  pro-  ments  are  introduced,  some  of  the  main 

portionably  liberal  in  their  comnensa.  provisions   of  the    draught  formerly 

c^ls'^;hi:ratT^^^^  «-^-««^  to  Parliament  are  very  ju- 

table  have  higher  money  wages.  diciously  retained  in  the  present  bills 

The  author  tells  us  he  has  endea-  The  first  of  these  is  the  establishment 

voured  in  the  present  wotkto  commn-  of  a  Council  of  Health,  which  shaU 

;;^^cLu;S«eTl*ar5  »--  the  -^tendence  and  control 

the  feet.  Totwospeciesof  thosegrowths  ^^^^  medical  and  surgical  education, 

which  so  materially  interfere  with  lo-  and  which  shall  constitute  a  Board, 

comotive  comfort,  he  has  given   the  the  seat  of  which  is  to  be  in  the  metro- 

names  of  "vascolar  excr«c«moe»  and  ^  so  as  to  be  easy  of  access  to  the 

neuro- vascular  com.  The  diseaaes  ,  in 
of  the  nails  are  also  considered,  and  executive  government,  in  order  to  assist 
directions  given  for  the  treatment,  both  in  advising  upon  all  questions  affecting 
palliative  and  c6rative,  of  that  trouble-  the  health  of  the  people  at  large ;  such 
some  affection,  ••  the  nail  growing  into  ^  endemicand  epidemic  diseases.  The 
the  flesh."  Copious  instractaoos  are  ^  i .  ^  ^'  i.  ^i^i  ^  • 
contained  in  a  succeeding  chapter,  ^^^ond  object  which  this  measure  u 
touching  the  general  management  of  iiltended  to  effect  is  the  abolishment  of 
the  feet,  which  even  cardinals  aspiring  all  monopolies  in  the  medical  profession, 
to  the  panal  chair  might  profitably  and  to  secure  to  all  practitioners  equal 
study.  The  topical  remedies  upon  -  .,.^.  -  ^,  ^  n  *  ^  a 
which  Mr.  Durlacher  relies,  are,  nit^  facihties  of  practice,  as  well  as  to  afford 
of  silver,  cold  water,  spirit  lotions,  and  a  guarantee  to  the  piiblic  of  equality  of 
soap  plaster.  There  are  six  coloured  attainments  on  the  part  of  medical 
plates  appended,  which  rcpivsent  cer-  men.  The  chief  end  of  legislation  in 
tain  of  the  above  ailments  n&dtr  a  veiT  ^.  ^  .  •■ 
formidable  aspect.  We  conclude  by  •"^^  ^^«*^"  ^^  ^'^^'^  ^^'^^y'  °"°" 
declaring  we  should  not  hesitate  to  tailed  to  be  the  protection  of  the  pub- 
submit  our  toes  to' his  operative  skill,  i?  lie.  T^oT  is  this  lost  si^ht  of;  for 
ever  pinched  by  neuro-vascular  or  other  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  equality  of 
^'°''  practice  is  conceded  to  the  profession, 


.  ■«  I  <■ 


"  on  the  other,  equality  of  attainments 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE.  fa  secured  to  the  public.    By  the  Uw 

Friday,  February  28,  1846.  ^  ^*  ^^^  ^^  future  stand,  no  title  to 

-  practise  in  the  three  kingdoms  shall  be 

«« Licet  omnibiii,  Ucet  etiam  mihi,  diirnitatem  granted  in  any  one  of  the  branches  of' 

JHU  Medico  tneri;  potettai  modo  veniendi  tb  medicine  or  surcery  except  to  persons 

CioMo.  vno  ^A^e  been  previously  examined 

"■"-  before  a  competent  tribunal,  and  pro- 

THE  NEW  BILL.  nounced  fully  qualified.     None   but 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  such  as  have  passed  this  ordeal  shall 

mediealpractice  throughout  the  United  be  entitled  to  registration— a  means 
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whereby  their   attainments   shall   be  nude  between  the  College  of  Phys?* 

certified  and  made  generally  known,  clans  and  the  Universities.    An  asses* 

We  think  it  highly  desirable  that  the  sor  is  to  be  sent  from  thence  to  Oxford 

registry  should  be  rendered  compul-  or    Cambridge,   who  shall    have   the 

sory.  power  of  granting  medical  degrees  in 

The  above  were  the  leading  objects  conjunction  with  these  bodies,  which 
of  Sir  James  Graham's  bill  of  last  year,  shall  confer  upon  their  graduates  the 
and  he  pledges  himself  to  have  them  right  of  practising  within  the  liberties 
fully  carried  out,  provided  the  present  of  the  College,  if  we  may  use  the  ex- 
measure  gains  the  sanction  of  par-  pression. 
liament.  Sir  James  Grdham  has  come  to  the 

The  proposed  alterations  are  as  fol-  conclusion,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to 
lows:  In  the  former  bill  it  was  contem-  repeal  the  Apothecaries'  Act  in  tota- 
plated  to  repeal  the  statute  of  Henry  lity,  but  only  in  so  far  as  parties  who 
YIII.  (14  and  15,  c.  5),  which  gives  to  shall  be  registered  under  the  proposed 
the  members  of  the  College  of  Phy-  bill  are  concerned.  The  full  exercise 
sicians  the  exclusive  right  of  prac-  of  the  power  to  enforce  penalties  is  to 
tising  in,  and  within  seven  miles  of,  be  left  untouched.  Hence  the  Apothe- 
the  metropolis.  It  is  not  now  the  caries'  Company  will  still  be  allowed 
intention  of  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  to  prosecute  all  unregistered  practi- 
to  repeal  that  act  entirely,  but  only  so  tioners,  and  all  persons  venturing  to 
far  as  to  exempt  from  its  penalties  all  practise  without  holding  their  license, 
physicians  who  shall  be  registered  An  additional  restraint,  moreover,  is 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  pro-  to  be  imposed,  which  shall  make  it 
posed  measure.  A  clause,  moreover,  penal  for  any  unqualified  individual  to 
has  been  framed,  whereby  the  Univer-  assume  the  title  of  physician,  of  sur- 
sities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  will  be  geon,  or  of  apothecary,  or  any  other 
exempted  from  its  pale,  and  their  gra-  title  recognized  by  the  bill.  This  clause 
duates  consequently  confirmed  in  all  is  couched  in  the  following  terms : — 
their  existing  privileges.  Sir  James  "And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  un- 
has  found  these  learned  bodies  rather  registered  person  who  shall  wilfully 
refractory  as  to  foregoing  their  immu-  and  falsely  pretend  to  be,  or  take  or  use 
nities,  and,  by  way  of  conciliation,  has  the  name  or  title  of  physician,  doctor, 
inserted  the  above  clause,  whereby  bachelor,  or  inceptor  in  the  faculty  of 
their  graduates  shall  be  entitled,  as  medicine,  or  surgeon,  or  licentiate  in 
before,  to  practise  according  to  their  medicine  and  surgery,  or  apothecary, 
respective  degrees  throughout  all  Eng-  oi^  any  name,  title,  or  addition,  imply- 
land  and  Wales,  save  and  except  in  ing  that  he  is  registered  by  this  act,  or 
the  metropolis,  and  within  seven  miles  recognized  by  law  as  a  medical  or  sur- 
of  it.  This  provision  will  be  certainly  gical  practitioner,  shall  be  deemed 
made  in  the  proposed  bill,  unless  the  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  England 
aforesaid  Universities  agree  to  come  and  Ireland,  and  in  Scotland  of  a  crime 
under  its  operation.  We  sincerely  and  offence,  and  being  convicted  there- 
trust  they  will  not  hold  out,  if  they  of,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  or  impri- 
mean  their  members  to  rank  as  regis-  sonment,  or  both,  as  the  court  before 
tered  practitioners,  and  to  participate  which  he  shall  be  convicted  shall 
in  the  administration  of  the  Council  of  award*." 
Health.  This  is  obviously  intended  as  a  strin- 

To  obviate  all  difficulty  meanwhile,  gent  means  of  protection  for  the  public 

a   particular   arrangement   has    been  •  Time*  of  Feb.  26. 
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and  the  profession  against  ignorant  and  of  examination,  ftnd  to  be  specified  in 

unqualified  pretenders.  the  registration. 

It  is  further  proposed  to  repeal  that  The  Right  Hon.  Baronet  doubts 
portionoftheApothecjiries' Act  which  whether  good  would  be  done,  or  the 
requires  the  examiners  —  who  will  honour  and  station  of  the  general  prac- 
henceforth  be  associated  with  physi-  titioners  advanced,  by  dissolving  the 
cians  in  the  examination  of  the  licen-  connection  between  them  and  the 
tiates  in  medicine— to  be  members  of  a  College  of  Surgeons,  and  giving  them 
civic  guild,  the  admission  to  which  an  institution  of  their  own.  He  tells 
may  be  by  purchase  or  inheritance,  them  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
without  any  medical  knowledge,  or  considering  the  changes  now  made,  and 
test  of  fitness.  The  qualification  for  of  reviewing  the  requisition  they  have 
an  examiner  shall  be  in  future,  that  he  presented  for  a  charter  of  incorporation, 
is  an  apothecary  of  ten  years'  standing  and  that  he  will  be  delighted  if  the  re- 
in practice,  or  a  licentiate  in  medicine  suit  shall  prove  a  withdrawal  of  that 
of  the  same  standing ;  anticipating  requisition,  and  consequently  a  closer 
that  after  the  lapse  of  ten  years  the  alliance  with  the  College — 
examiners  will  be,  in  fact,  licentiates  in  «  a  great  and  noble  institution, 
medicine  under  this  act,  and  that  under  which,  with  all  its  defects,  has  produced 

the  general  name  of  "  licentiates"  they  some  of  the  most  eminent  and  best  sur- 

.„*:               ,         ....  eeons  m  Europe:  which  possesses  at 

will  be  general  practitioners.  fj^.^    moment  the  finest   museum  in 

Sir   James    Graham  expressed  his  Europe,  and,  as  a  visitor,  I  may  assert, 
earnest  desire  to  have  seen  one  com-  one  of  the  most  renowned  collections 
mon  examination  established  for  all  in  physiology  •." 
men  entering  the  profession,  leaving  it  He  would  not  now  anticipate  a  dis- 
to  the  choice  of  each  to  take  up  the  cussion  on  the  recent  charter  granted 
branch  of  surgery,  or  that  of  physic,  to  the  College  of  Surgeons — that  there 
according  as  it  may  suit  either  his  stu-  are  defects  in  it  he  is  fully  aware,  but 
dies  or  his  peculiar  ideas  or  wishes,  when  he  introduced  for  the  first  time 
To   this   plan   objections   have  been  a  particular  order  into  that  body,  which 
raised  which  appear  both  reasonable  existed  in  every  other  College  in  Eng- 
and  insuperable.    The  College  of  Phy-  land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  namely, 
sicians  has  always  attached  great  impor-  the  order  of  Fellows,  it  was  necessary 
tance  to  an  University  education ;  there-  that  a  constituency  should  be  created 
fore,  to  enforce  upon  persons  who  have  for  the  election  of  the  Council, 
received  that  education  such  an  exami-  Sir  James  Graham  observes  it  was  an 
nation  as  would  be  demanded  of  others  obvious  error  in  the  bill  of  last  session 
at  an  earUer  period,  would  greatly  in-  to  ordain  that  a  gentleman  seeking  to 
crease  the  protracted  study  of  the  phy-  be  qualified  as  a  physician,  should  for 
sician,  who  is  not  to  be  eligible  to  prac-  the  two  years  immediately  preceding 
tise  till  he  is  twenty-six  years  of  age,  his  examination  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
by  the  new  regulation.     This  objec-  sicians  have  resided  in  the  University, 
tion,  however,  does  not  apply  to  sur-  In  many  instances  this  would  be  found 
geons;    it  is  therefore  provided  that  a  great  hindrance  to  education  in  a 
none  shall  be  qualified  as  such  till  he  foreign  country.    It  is  therefore  pro- 
is  twenty-five  years  old,  or  unless  he  posed  to  change  the  condition  to  two 
shall  have  been  previously  examined,  years'  residence  at  the  University,  after 
and  duly  passed,  as  a  licentiate  in  sur-  matriculation,  instead  of  two  years  be- 
gery  and  medicine.  fore  examination.    With  respect  to  at- 

Midwifcry  is  to  form  a  distinct  object  *  Speech  in  Fftriiiment 
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tendance  <mtbreign  noiverritief,  it  is  leges  of  Phyneians  in  London, 

deemed  expedient  to  enjoin  onlf  one  and  Edinburgh,  end  to  Ihe  College  of 

year's  residence,  out  of  the  whole  torm  Sargeons  in  Edinburgh,  wfafioh  he  said 

of  studies,  which  is  three  years.  wonld  serve  to  render  mooe  efficient 

The  power  of  nominating   perma^  the  operation  of  the  above  meaaore. 

nently  the  Council  of  Health   might  So  far  from  rendering  these  bodies 

be  most  safely  left  to  the  executive  go-  more  close,  the  intended  chsiieis  wift 

vemment,  acting  on  its  own  Teeponsi-  vender  them  more  opesu 

bility  in  Parliament.    But,  as  a  mixed  TTZZZTT^^            %«T>r.»«^««^,  ,« 

.   -^        -          .     ^.           ii    1    *•      u  MORTALITYoFTHB  METROPOLIS, 

scheme  of  nomination  and  election  has  ^^^^  j^  ^^  ^^^^  rtgUttred  in  tkt 

been  proposed,  the  Home  Secretary  is  wtek  indimf  StOmrd^^  JM.  16. 

inclined  to  abide  by  the  provision  in-  l^'jcmE^CAuiBr;;/;/;;;/;;;;//;.^ 

Iroduced  in  the  former  Bill.     In  re-  L^^Zymotic  (^faknuc,  Mepnc.  mad 

servmg  to  the  Crown  the  nominatk»  Sffi.W^^  D-c-e.,  its;  «non^ 

of  six  merabeis  of  >the  Council,  it  Is  MSSef** ::::::::::::::::;;  S 

meant  fhat  a  portion,  «t  least,  must  be  H^JfiJ^iiS'V.iiir!;::^^  S 

generalpractitionen,  including  country  Croup !...!     y 

practitioners.  TMMrhaa"'!!!!'/.!!!!!!!!!!!!    9 

Among  the  omissions  in  the  oCber  c2ofei»'^//.'.I!!'.I!!'!!I!I"     0 

bill,  no  power  was  given  to  the  Coun-  tSS?*'** * 

cil  to  remove  a  person  from  the  regis-  ll.— Dioot,  c&iicer/imd  other 'ihimmjm 

ter  in  case  of  flagrant  misconduct.    It  t^^^Cor^^^  ^ '^^^ 

is  now  intended  to  invest  the  Council  loftMwwMon ^ 

with  authority  to  remove  from  the  re-  fioroAiia 1 1!..   •  a 

gister  all  parties  who  may  be-convicted  Atropby' !  I !!!'!!  1". !'.!!!!!!  11    10 

in  a  court  of  law  of  any  criminal  of-  sSddenDiitii' :::::::: ::::::  fi 

fence,  or  who  shall  have  used  any  false,  lIL^-^taipMiof  ihe.Bniii,6iita»i  Mmiw* 

.,       ^                  .,            ,.       -  Nerves,  and  Senses,  176}  smonr 

or  smiulated  testimomal8,'to  obtain  ad-  whkh,  of- 

vasBicfn.  ApoptexJ. is 

Another  alteration  is  to  be  made,  on  SSvuSom'''! ! «i 

the  ground  of  misconception.    It  was  lassnity 1 

_  ,       ^t      t,       m         m    9      0  Deliniua  Tremens  >.      9 

•proposed  to  give  the  faculty  of  phySI-  .yV.-iBissttWS  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 

cians  and  surgeons  of  Glasgow  equal  2SSg'5Sb,?f*~^'*"'^  **' 

power  of  licensing  with  the  foculty  of  'i??"th*" •••*•••• *• 

physicians  and  surgeons  of  Edinburgh*  Asthma  ..,.!'.'.'/.'.  1 !!!'.  1 !  '.11  -4$ 

«m.               ^Ai                  ^^    1^  au   umi*^«  iPhthisis or ConsQsiptioa  ....  US 

The  proposition  was  made  m  the  belief  Diseases  of  theXraJs,  &c. . . .    is 

ihat  thp  fAPitUv  of  Olaflffow  had  in  the  •▼.p-^Mseases  of  Heart  and  Btood-Teasda    U 

•max  ine  lacuiiy  01  vtiasgow  naa  in  ine  vi.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach.  Liver,  and 

four  counties  adjacent  to   that    city  other  Orpus  of  DigMtiQn»ess 

^     ,.                     ^^             ,    ^.    .  among  which,  of— 

power  to  license  practitioners  both  in  iSethinf m 

aurgery  and  in  medicine ;  but  the  ques-  SteriS  ll!l!!lir.ir.l!l!lll    1! 

Hon  has  been  directly  raised,  and  it  wjtB^..;;.'i;illlH;li;iHll    is 

-has  been  determined  that  (hey  have  no  Diseaso  of  9^oauleit'iie.\  11111     4 

such  power  so  far  as  medicine  is  con-  vil.-Diseas5*!ftt?e^mdn^s**'i^^^            I 

cemed.     The  sole  power  is  therefore  ^*"*-^?\'}'*' JK!;!??!!:^  ft*  ^*~^ 

'  sc.  la :  among  wnicD,  of — 

to  be  entrusted  to  the  Colleges  of  Phy-  Chhdburth is 

,„  •••wa*  V       u  Disease  of  Uterus a 

fiicians  and  Surgeons  in  Edinburgh.  ix.— Rheomatism,  Diseases  of  tha  Bones, 

Leave  having  been  given  to  bring  in  x.^vii^ofkii:c^iiiiTi^^'ii;:    ^ 

the  bill.  Sir  James  Graham  next  moved  JH*~S^i^«e.  -iu  •  •  v  •  •  -i;  -.v  •  •  •  •  v  v '  *  *    * 

-      ,      '                    ,             ,  .„   -      -  XII.— Violence,  Privation,  Cold,  andlntem- 

•for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  four   perance / is 

new  chazters  to  be  granted  to  the  Col-  wilsom  it  Oqilvt,  57,  Skimwr  straet,  LoBdoal 
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CASES   TREATED    IN    THE    WEST-  Rem a&ks.— This  nmple  plan  of  treating 

MINSTER  HOSPITAL.  *>>*'  extremely  intractable  form   of  akin- 

..^..  ^.  .    .  n         »  diaeaac,  chronic  eczema,  Mr.  PhUHpa  haa 

With  Clmteal  Remarkt,  followed  with  signal  sncoeas  in  manyoaaes. 

'    Br  Benjamin  Phillips,  F.R.S.  No  case  coold  have  subjected  it  to  a  severar 

AasisUnt  Suigeon.  trial  than  the  first    It  was  of  six  years' 

— ^  standing,  the  skin  was  greatly  thickened  and 

Besema  treated  hy  areenic  and  warm  water,  hardened,  and  it  waa  intersected  iin  all  direc- 

W.   K.,   aged  49,  waa  admitted  into   St.  tiona  by  deep  fissures.     It  had  been  treated 

Mark's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  White,  ^7  ▼wious  methods,  with  passing,  but  very 

suffering    from    ecsema  in   an  aggrayated  temporary  relief.     It  completely  yielded  to 

form.     For  six  years  it  bad  affected  the  left  ^^  aboye  treatment,  and  within  four  weeks 

1^  and  thigh.    The  limb  was  hypertrophied,  from  its  commencement  the  skin  ma  as  soft 

so  as  to  have  a  slight  resemblance  to  the  ^nd  as  natural  as  that  on  any  part  of  his 

Barbadoes  le?,  and  the  suHSeioe  was  inter-  body.     He  did  not  leave  the  hospital  for  a 

aected  in  all  directions  by  deep  fissures.    A  fortnight    after  the  cure,  in  order  to  be 

▼ariety  of  plans  of  treatment  bad  been  em*  assured  that  it  was  complete. 

ployed  in  the  case,  but  beyond  a  passing 

relief  they  had  done  no  good.  Strangulated  hernia — Qperaiiom, 

Ordered  to   take    Hyd.   Chlor.   gr.  ▼.,  A.  R.,  aged  52,  and  suffering  from  stran- 
Jalap  gr.  xv.,  twice,  with  two  days'  gulated  hernia,  was  admitted  into  Northum- 
interval.    To  have  the  affected  limb  berland  Ward,  Dec.  20th,  under  the  care  of 
bandaged,  to  have  the  bandages  wet  Mr.  White.     Soon  after  his  admission  he 
with  warm  water,  and   covert  with  was  seen  by  Mr.  Phillips,   who  obtained 
oiled  silk,  so  as  to  constitute  a  constant  from  him  the  following  history  of  his  case, 
tepid  bath,  and  to  take  liquor  Arseni-  In  1829,  while  making  a  powerful  effort,  a 
calu,  minim,  t.  bis  die.  portion  of  gut  descended  in  each  inguinal 
Under  this  treatment,  in  three  weeks  the  '^K^o^-     ''  ™  ^^^  returned,  and  main- 
integumcnt  had  become  soft  and  smooth,  tamed  reduced  by  a  double  truss.    ,On  many 
nnd  in  six  weeks  he  was  discharged  cured.  occasions  it  has  escaped,  but  usually  he  haa 
A.  R.,  aged  24,  was  admitted  as  an  out-  "turned  it  himself.     In  several  instances 
patient  under  the    care  of  Mr.    Phillips.  ^^}  difficulty  has  been  expcncnced,  and 
Both  his  arms,  from  the  shoulder  to  the  "®  °"  resorted  to  the  hospital,  where  rchef 
wrists,  were  affected  with  ecsema  in  a  form  }»«*  ^<*«*  obtained.    At  present  there  is  a 
Kttie  less  aggravated  than  the  last  case,  but  l*^«c  tumor  on  each  side,  extending  to  the 
not  of  such  long  standing.     He  was  treated  »crotum.     Considerable  attempts  have  been 
in  the  same  way,  and  the  good  effect  of  ™*"*  ^^  reduce  them  :   on  the  right  side 
the  topical  treatment  was  made  very  evident.  ^^J  have  been  successftil,  on  the  left  they 
He  applied  the  wet  cloths  to  the  whole  arm,  '^'^^  ^^^^^'    Th^^e  "  no  abdominal  tender- 
but  the  oUed  sUk  was  not  kept  on  above  the  ?«**»  or  constitutional  irritation ;  but  there 
elbow.    In  a  fortnight  the  skin  below  the  *■  ■o™*  nausea,  with  a  clean  tongue, 
elbow  became  soft  and  natural ;  that  abOTe  To  be  placed  in  a  hot  bath  ;   to  have  the 
the  elbow  continued  harsh,  though  much  taxis  applied  :  and,  if  those  means  fail, 
improred.    In  a  month  from  the  commenoe-  when  taken  out,  to  have  ice  applied  to 
Bent  of  the  treatment  tins  severe  affection  the  tumor,  to  have  Hyd.  Chlor.  gr.  vj., 
was  completely  got  the  better  of.  and  to  have  a  caator-oil  injection. 

901.— xuv.  2  X 
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21  it.— Those  meani  failed ;  bat  the  tamor  mea.    The  etricture  at  the  neck  of  Ibe  Me 

if  oertainly  imaUer  then  it  wee  yefterday.  was  reUered  eo  that  the  fiofer  oovld  be 

In  other  respecta  no  change.  paeaed  through  the  ring  into  the  ahioeMn ; 

To  bave  a  large  castor-ofl  injection  erery  •Ithongh  there  waa  apparenUy  ample  raon, 

aixhonn.    Ext.  Coloc.  Comp.  gr.iq. ;  there  waa  much  difficulty  in  indndng  the  in. 

OL  Carui.  Gutt.  as.  4tia  horis.  teatane  to  return,  so  much  80»  aa  to  give  tea- 

aon  to  think  that  there  were  adheaions«  bnt, 

22d. — ^No  relief .    Tliere  ia  more  aickneaa ;  after  yery  careAil  patient  manipulation,  it 

the  atomach  haa  become  irritable,  but  the  waa  returned. 

tongue  ia  clean ;  a  alight  tendemesa  over  the  10  o'clock  p.  M.^Doring  tihe    evening 

lower  part  of  the  abdomen  on  the  left  aide,  there  baa  been  coniidenble  fteoal  Tomiting, 

Complaina  of  want  of  Bleep,  but  no  general  but  no  evacuation  from  the  boweb ;  ooimte- 

ezdtement.  nance  atill  unchanged ;  pulae  92 ;  aoeae  ab-> 


To  have  the  following  enema  every  aix  Nominal   tendemeaa  and  conaiderable  tor- 
hours  :    Sp.  Tcreb.  3iij. ;    Ol.  Ricini,  »»*• 
3ias. ;  Liquor  PotaB8SB,5).  Turpentine  To  have  an  enema  of  a  pint  of  vnnn 
fomentationa  to  the  abdomen,  and  Opii  water,  and  2  oi.  of  olive  oil,  and  to  re- 
gr.  j.  at  bed-time.  tain  it  aa  long  aa  poarible.    TurpentiBa 

fomentationa  to  the  abdomen,  and,  if 

23d.— No    material    chaoge.      Sickneaa  the  vomiting  continue,  to  have  a  drap 

oontinuaa,  and  be  ia  much  inoonvenieuoed  of  creosote. 
by  ilatna. 

To  have  Magnesia  Sulph.  3j..  Aq.  Cami,  . ,  ^^?'  J'/:?'"^'  ™^  "^  ooml^ 

te!  Ili«  k««,      A  Si  A^^hm  fM  We ;  haa  had  three  copious  evacuatiooa  from 

ft.  every  hour.    A  pHl  cesrtsining  OL  ^^  y^y^^.  the  aicknesa  haa  ocsoed,  but 

lUits,  gtt.  J.  ooeatfonauy.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  j^^  j^^^^  ^^^  ^^  creoaote; 


24th.— No  very  obvious  change  in  the  tongue  moiat;  sometfurst;  pulae  82;  eb- 

aymptoma   since  yesterday ;    aickness  stiU  dominal  tendemeaa  teaa. 

persista,  but  the  flatus  is  leas  troublesome ;  9*  p.m.— CompWns  of  SK^neas ;  toe  vo- 

the  tongue  ia  rather  more  coated ;  thereiaa  ^^  ■•▼^^  *»™«  "^^  poiHona  of  aonr 

alight  increase  of  fulness  and  tenderness  over  biUous  matter ;  tendemeaa  a  btUe  increeaed; 

the  abdomen ;  pulse  86.  P«^  »*• 

To  peraikt  with  the  aperient  for  the  pre-  To  repeat  the  enema  and  turpentine  fo. 

salt ;  to  have  a  common  cathartic  ene-  mentations,  and  to  have  Potaaaa  Bicarb, 

ma ;   to  continue    the  turpentine  fo-  gf'  *•  5  ^ci^  Hydrocyanic,  n^.^  oecn- 

mentation.  sionally. 

27th,  9  A.M. — ^llie  boweb  have   acted 

25th.— This  morning,   soon  after  eight  fr«ely,  the  tormina  ia  lessened,  there  ia  aome 

o'clock,  he  complained  of  more  severe  grip-  peritoneal  tendemesa,  the  tongue  ia  aome- 

ing  pain,  which  was  aoon  followed  by  faecal  ^i^t  loaded,  the  pulse  U  80,  and  the  stomach 

vomiting.     Between  one  and  two  o  clock,  a  quieter. 

coiumlUtion  was  held,  and  the  operation  dc-  ^   oontione  tiie  fomentation,  and,  if  tbere 

cided  on,  because  all  means  of  acting  on  the  i^^^^uT^nA^!^^ 

bowel.  h«l  ftiW.  »d  becuK,  th.  «»p.  SSt^P^'J^^^  """^ 

toms  were  become  more  urgent.     Even  at  j"  uc  vuruwu  ^^  ■"■■*\_^         

this  time  the  countenance  was    perfectly  *Sth. — ^Muoh  rebef  waa  eiperienoed  from 

placid,  the  tongue  moiat,  the  pulse  84,  tiie  *»»  iigection;  it  remained  up  aome  time^ 

peritoneal  tendemeaa  not  great,  and  the  ab-  •»*  'T!  followed  by  a  coj^oua  atooL    The 

Somen  little  distended.  w^vid  la  nearly  healed  by  first  mtendoa. 

The  operation  was  performed  by    Mr.  29tii.— He  is  in  a  more  aatiafoctory  atate, 

Phillips.    A  single  incision,  between  five  and  but  thetongue  is  coated.   No  atool  ainoe  the 

six  inches  long,  waa  made ;  it  extended  from  ™g"^  before  laat. 

above  tiie  nccK  of  tiie  sac  to  tiie  lower  part  30th.— He  eomplaina  of  aoreneaa  about 

of  the  scrotum ;  the  sac  was  soon  exposed,  the  wound,  and  a  feeling  as  if  ''something 

and  looked  almost  as  strong  as  the  aponeu-  *»d   «»▼«   way"   while    coughing.      The 

rosis  of  tiie  external  abdominal  muade.    It  *«>»*  ia  gaping,    and  a  black  aloqgby- 

was  opened  to  the  extent  of  nearly  four  looking  fobatanoe  ia  apparent.    The  snturea 

inches,  but  tiicre  was  scarcely  any  fluid  in  ■«  c»t,  the  wound  immediately  opena  to 

it  excel*  at  ito  most  depending  point.    The  »«riy  ^  "hole  extent,  when  the  black 

intestine  waa  now  exposed;   it  waa  very  mMaia  found  to  be  a  laige  dot  of  blood  in 

rough,  and  very  dark  from  congestion,  and  it  ^^  courae  of  breaking  down, 

was  evident  that  it  would  not  bear  much  Warm  water  dieasfaig  to  be  applied,  and 

manipulation,  but  ita  condition  waa  still  not  the  olive  oil  injectioa   to  be    adBoi- 

too  bad  to  justify  its  return  into  the  abdo«  nisterad. 
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Slat— He  li  very  low ;  the  edges  of  tbe  OBSKRVATIONS 

wound  have  an  eiyaipelatoiis  redneaa;  the  onthb 

bowelB  were  relieved. 

To*haTeamiztiire  of  Acet.  Ammon.  with 
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excess  of  Ammonia,  and  4  o«.  of  wine ;  MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES 

to  have  a  ponltioe  over  the  dressing.  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM : 

Under  this  plan  he  gradaall  j  reooTered,  With  BhutraHv  Caiei. 

and  waa  diaeharged,  at  hia  own  requeat,  «    _             «                    m,  ^  «..  « 

with  a  small  ainna,  which  is  now  heded.  ^^  Edward  Blackicom,  M.D.  Edinb. 

Member  BztFMMrdinary  of  tbe  Royal  Hedical 

R.MAa«.~11.e  {.terert  of  tU.  eu.  q>.  *<=«**y  "^SsSSl^lsS^r^  *" 

peara  to  be  oompriaed  in  the    Ikct,  that  nn    «,       ,  ^^           »^  i 

atrangnlation  waa  so  fiiUy  dereloped  in  a  [Pontinued  from  page  704.] 

middle>aged  person  withoot  occasioning  any  «««▼      ^    •n 

tery  preaaing  symptoms.    The  polae  did  •  Sect.  I  Y.— On  Epilepst. 


S;rw';.TndTs^g:jrtionT.«nTb^  froi  apoplexy  that  the  coma  should 
were  two  capital  facts  present  dnring  fi^e  f?  ^^  ^^^'^^y  °^  ^^^^'  7*"  A^.  ^^ 
daya-aicVnesa  of  the  stomach,  and  obatinate  ?«■««  ?  BO  seTCre  as  for  the  fito  to 
constipation.  "^  occasionally  repeated  ten  or  twenty 
The  i^ason  for  this  comparatiTe  abaenoe  ^imca  in  a  day :  (h)  that  even  when  it 
of  urgent  symptoms  is  to  be  found  in  the  l^u  been  congenital,  or  has  existed 
cirearastance  that  it  was  an  old  herata,  that  from  early  childhood,  it  should  persist 
there  waa  a  large  ring,  and  that  for  aome  throuffh  a  prolonged  life  without  much 
daya  the  strictuenpoo  the  intestine  waa  not  disturbance  of  the  general  healthier 
doae.  It  ia  tme  it  was  cloae  enough  to  pre-  of  the  mental  fiftculties :  (c)  that  some- 
vent  tbe  free  retam  of  venons  blood,  and  times,  when  acquired  in  adult  age,  it 
oltimately  to  canae  ao  much  tomefaction  of  passes  into  a  periodical  and  purely 
tiie  inteatme  itself  that  the  atricture  then  spasmodic  disease,  the  comatose  part  of 
became  a  doae  one.  and  the  necessity  for  tfc  affection  having  subsided :  (d)  and 
operation  niTgent,  although  atarvn^  and  ice  tfa^t  in  some  caseS,  after  having  be- 

A  Jr  th«T?^S'  iiw.**^  u  ««u^  co«e  an  established  habit  for  many 

After  toe  gnt  waa  liberated  it  snfiered  „^^^    ««*«  -a—  •^..i^.A.r    ;f  ^wx^w^il, 

nothing  to  pa^  the  protruded  part  tor  many  ^^^^^  .f  ^^^^  ^^  puberty,  it  entirely 

hours,  and  tbe  faecal  vomiting  continned.     It  W«rs  itseit  out,  ^     .  •  .     ,        , 

was  not  untU  the  emollient  injection  had  le-  ,  "  somclimes,  yet  Mtonishmgly  SCl- 

mained  some  time  in  the  intestine  that  stooU  «»•  *«»2«  ^  l»*jy  o*  tbe  hemiplegIC 

were  procured,  and,  eventhen,  when  the  great  «>"»•     When  it  has  become  habitual, 

quantity  of  cathartie  medkine  got  vent,  ^nd  its  fits  increasingly  frequent,  it  is 

tbeie  was  no  profuse  action.  very  likely  to  end  in  fatal  apoplexy. 

On  the  third  day,  the  external  wound  ap-  "When  properly  treated  before  the  age 
peered  to  be  nearly  healed  by  first  intention;  of  puberty,  it  is  often  cured  {  and  even 
on  the  fifth,  it  shewed  signs  of  opening  when  acquired  after  puberty,  and  be- 
again,  and  the  patient  bag^  to  flag.  On  come  habitual  for  years :  but  when  it 
the  sixth,  the  woond  looked  nnhealthy,  and  appears  in  early  childhood,  and  persists 
an  eryaipeUtons  bloab  surronnded  it.  to  adult  age,  it  is  very  seldom  cured. 

Although  tlMsre  wss  stiU  some  abdominal        it  ig  ^pt  to  induce  a  fatuous  appear- 

tendemesa,  and  a  aomewhat  loaded  tongne,  ^^^  ^f  ^^  countenance,  but  this  is  not 

and  on  the  27th  dav  the  wound  had  nearlv        5 V^x.^v  tr^  «..    .     y«L 

•u«^«w  A/uiwj  uic  wouno  nra  uvmnj  a^JU    ^    vecur  P"    IS    often  a  mOSt 

anxious  inquiry  on  its  prst  appearing. 
There  is  generally  much  danger  of  its 
becoming  habitual;   yet  even  severe 
,^_^  epilepsy  has  occurred  once,  and  then 

entirely  disappeared.  If  the  exciting 
cause  IS  recent,  and  not  inevitable^  if 
the  head  does  not  show  irregular  ossifi- 
cation, and  if  there  is  no  family  pre- 
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disposition,  strong  hope  may  be  enter-  cerebelli;  (<f)  indaration  and  tubercles  f 
tained  of  its  non-recurrence  if  proper  («)  exostosis  of  the  interior  of  the  skuU. 
precautions  are  taken.  Probably  no  The  most  constant,  and,  in  a  prac- 
other  disease  is  so  dependent  for  its  tical  view,  the  most  important,  con- 
recurrence  on  the  habits  and  physical  dition  which  may  be  reg^u*ded  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  patient.  proximate  cause  of  epilepsy,  is  excited 

The  immediate  event  of  the  fit  is  an  circulation  in  the  encephalon  :  this 
equally  anxious  subject:  it  is  very  state  is  either  transient  or  more  pro- 
difficult,  on  the  first  occasion,  to  distin-  longed,  and  constituting  an  inflam- 
guish  the  coma  of  epilepsy,  which  matory  condition,  of  which  the  convul- 
tends  of  itself  to  pass  away,  from  apo-  sions  are  sometimes  the  first  symptom. 
plexy  connected  with  convulsions ;  the  It  is  also  primary  and  idiopathic,  or 
cases  popularly  styled  ''  conyulsions"  symptomatic  and  secondary  on  irri- 
in  children  are  really  often  apoplectic ;  tation  in  other  organs,  particularly  the 
an  accurate  diagnosis  may,  however,  be*  gums  and  intestines  in  children,  and 
formed  by  considering  the  character  of  the  uterus  and  nerves  external  to  the 
the  spasms,  of  the  breathing,  and  of  head  in  the  adult.  Confirmed  habitual 
the  pulse,  with  the  duration  of  the  epilepsy  has  probably  always  its  origin 
stupor.  When  consequent  on  other  within  the  head, 
diseases,  the  prognosis  is  more  serious  Morbid  congestion  in  general  is 
than  in  the  simple  and  primary  affec-  spoken  of  as  active  or  passive,  t.  c 
tion ;  yet  even  when  succeeding  to  attended  with  high  action  of  the  ves- 
apoplexy  itself  it  is  not  incurable.  Re-  sels,  or  with  atony  and  inirritability. 
coyery  is  seen  in  young  subjects,  al-  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  latter  is 
though  coma  has  continued  for  eight  ever  the  immediate  exciting  cause  of 
hours,  and  after  the  yital  functions  the  epileptic  paroxysm;  the  analogy 
have  begun  to  fail.  Hope  is  to  be  of  convulsions  in  syncope  from  loss  of 
founded  more  on  the  nature  of  the  pre-  blood  might  appear  to  favour  an  affirma* 
disposing  and  exciting  causes  than  on  tive  opinion,  some  pathologists  main- 
the  actual  symptoms  of  the  paroxysm,  taining  that  even  blood-letting  to  ex* 

The  proximate  seat  of  the  irritation  cess  makes  congestion  in  the  .head ; 
is  the  corpora  striata,  the  medulla  ob-  but  whether  this  be  true  or  not,  con* 
longata,  and  the  encephalic  portion  of  vulsive  syncope  is  not  epilepsy, 
the  spinal  chord ;  ana  this  irritation  is  Nor  does  a  bloodless  state  of  the 
often  the  effect  of  disease  in  other  por-  brain  ever  seem  to  be  the  immediate 
tions  of  the  encephalon,  the  influence  cause  of  the  fit.  The  predisposition  ia 
of  which  in  inflicting  pressure  on  the  certainly  connected  in  some  cases  with 
basial  parts  is  easily  understood  from  deficiency  or  poverty  of  the  blood  in  a 
the  structure  of  the  head.  Various  debilitated  constitution— a  weak  ner- 
cases  show,  indeed,  that  disease  in  the  vous  system  bein^  very  liable  to  suffer 
same  remote  portion  of  the  brain  may  from  external  irntants,  and  the  weak- 
occasion  either  apoplexy,  or  hemiplegia,  vessels  being  easily  dilated  by  the  dis- 
or  epilepsy ;  the  same  sort  or  degree  of  tending  force  of  the  accumulated  blood 
influence  is  therefore  not  always  com-  in  them,  lose  their  contractile  power, 
municated  to  the  medulla  oblongata  and  thus  a  state  of  passive  congestion 
and  spinal  chord;  or,  according  to  is  habitually  maintained  in  the  head. 
modern  anatomical  views,  the  cause  of  This  view  of  one  variety  of  the  predis* 
the  difference  in  the  effect  is,  that  in  posing  causes  is  confirmed  by  the  mor- 
epilepsy  the  or^nic  portion  of  the  bid  appearances,  and  by  the  success  of 
spinal  chord  is  irritable  as  well  as  the  those  remedies  in  the  intervals  of  the 
sensorium,  and  not  in  the  hemiplegic  or  fits  which  restore  the  contractile  power 
apoplectic  cases  ;  and  in  the  former  of  the  vessels,  and  thus  lessen  their 
disease,  also,  the   nervous    origrin  of  engorgement. 

motor  power  is  more  afl[ected  than  that  The  invasion  of  the  paroxysm,  when 

of  the  sensorial  functions.  supervening  on  exhausting  diseases,  or 

The  morbid  appearances  are,  (a)  a  in  weak  constitutions,  appears  to  be 

general  enlargement  of  the  arteries  and  referrible  to  the  same  proximate  cause 

veins,  with  fulness  of  blood ;  (b)  some-  — a  fulness  of  blood  in  the  brain,  with 

times  a  general  softening  of  the  brain ;  strong  action  of  its  vessels ;  an  action 

(c)  an  encysted  abscess  in  the  hemi-  strong,  if  not  absolutely,  yet  relatively, 

spheres,  or  suppuration  at  the  crura  to  the  general  powers  of  the  vascular 
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gystem,  in  the  individual  patient,  and  return  of  the  paroxysins,  have' had  a 
by  which  the  momentum  of  the  en-  most  salutary  effect,  while  profuse 
cephalic  circulation  is  for  the  time  bleeding  has  served  to  make  the  re- 
increased,  turns  more  frequent.  In  Case  VII., 
The  predisposition  is  seen  under  the  under  apoplexy,  the  good  effect  of 
form  of  debility  and  impoverished  scarifying  the  head  is  strikingly  seen, 
blood,  as  above  mentioned,  and  also  Purgatives  are  especially  valuable ; 
under  that  of  plethora  and  strength  of  e.  g,  elaterium  and  croton-oil.  I  have 
constitution.  It  presents  itself,  in  both  given,  also,  with  good  effect,  a  scruple-, 
its  forms,  in  connection  with  a  scro-  dose  of  calomel ;  and  in  relaxed  habits 
fulous  constitution :  its  relation  to  a  a  combination  of  colocynth  with  the 
gouty  habit  is  not  so  common.  It  is,  gum-resin  ofCornel  has  succeeded  well, 
in  some  cases,  congenital  and  unaltera-  The  oil  of  turpentine  is  a  most  useful 
ble.  The  principal  fixed  elements  of  adjunct  in  these  cases  to  castor-oil. 
the  predisposition  are  an  enlargement  Emetics,  particularly  sea-sickness, 
of  the  vessels  of  the  head ;  an  irregular  have  appeared  safe  and  wholesome, 
and  protuberant  ossification  of  the  Drains,  such  as  the  issue  by  incision 
skull,  with  sometimes  a  deposition  of  on  the  occiput,  are  of  unquestionable 
osseous  matter  in  the  membranes ;  and  utility  in  most  cases, 
hypertrophy  of  the  brain  itself.  Of  Sedatives,  as  colchicum  and  digitalis; 
the  variable  elements  of  the  predispo-  have  been  often  successful ;  and,  when 
sition,  that  of  a  loss  of  contractile  incautiously  given,  productive  of  equal 
power,  with  extreme  dilatation  of  the  mischief.  The  extent  to  which  the 
vessels,  appears  to  be  the  more  impor-  latter  drug  is  sometimes  used  deserves 
tant,  and  is  more  intimately  connected  reprobation.  The  refrigerant  sedatives, 
with  the  chronic  and  habitual  epilepsy,  and  the  shower-bath/  deserve  more  com- 
_,  ^-r,  ',  mendation }  and  as  a  means  of  keeping 
The  treatment  ofEpxlepiy,  the  head  cool  by  night,  the  air-piflow 
In  all  cases,  in  the  paroxysm,  eithei*  is  not  contemptible.  Terror  is  a  seda- 
with  turgescence  of  the  vessels  of  the  tive  not  easily  managed, 
head,  or  with  pallidness  and  coldness  In  many  cases  of  chronic  epilepsy, 
of  the  face,  in  the  delicate  and  in  the  on  the  other  hand,  the  most  successful 
robust,  in  the  recent  and  in  the  con-  treatment  is  not  evacuant  or  sedative, 
firmed  disease,  the  cold  affusion  is  pro-  but  tonic— not  that  tonic  plan  which 
bably  the  most  successful  remedy ;  if  fills  the  vessels  with  blood,  but  that 


only  been  the  means  of  substituting  experience,  is  turpentine,  in  small  and 

one  form  of  convulsions  for  another,  or  frequent  doses :  tne  sulphates  of  copper 

of  inducing  worse  consequences.    In  and  of  zinc,  and  the  nitrate  of  silver, 

that  form  of  disease  from  a  stroke  of  appear  to  act  similarly  to  turpentine, 

lightning,  or  a  sun-stroke,  or  from  a  but  not  so  efficaciously, 

large   quantity  of  spirituous   liouors  When  the  fits  have  usually  recurred 

taken  at  a  draught,  experience  snows  in  the  night,  the  habit  has  been  broken 

that  the  best  treatment  consists  of  the  by  an  opiate  at  bed-time,  and  by  the 

cold  affusion,  followed  by  an  emetic  patient  being  awakened  and  leaving 

and  ammonia,  as  soon  as  the  power  of  the  bed. 

swallowing  has  been  recovered :  bleed-  Coneubitut  rite  et  legitime  peraetui 

ing  in  some  such  cases  has  been  fatal,  has  proved  a  remedy,  just  as  its  abuse 

Besides  the  cold  dash,  a  clyster  of  tur-  has  been  one  of  the  worst  excitants  of 

pentine  is  alone  required  in  most  cases,  the  malady. 
Compression  of  the  carotids  also  has 

been  found  useful.  CasbXXXV. — Annnmarriedfemale, 

In  the  intervals  of  the  fits,  the  most  aged  27>  during  the  seven  months  pre- 

generally  curative  treatment,  in  a  vast  ceding  April  l827t  was  affected  with 

number  of  cases  Which  I  have  seen  in  epilepsy  during  the  night  season ;  the 

public  and  private  practice,  has  been  fits  returned  every  fortnight,  and  were 

the  antiphlogistic,  either  evacuant  or  worse    shortly  before    the   menstrual 

sedative.     Small  bleedings  and  cup-  periods ;  she  had  complained  of  severe 

ping,  shortly  before  the  period  of  the  pain  in  the  head,  vertigo,  and  occa- 
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■lonal  delirium,  before  the  eonvnlsloiM  pain  in  the  head,  and  ewtivenen,  with 

were  established.    The  fits  usually  be-  a  full  pulse;  and  waa.  again  cured  by 

gan  with  the  aura  epilepticaat  the  epi«  purgatives. 

Her  ordinary  .Lp  wa.  disturbed  by  ^J^/P!*T^Hr,r  W^  kT,"S  "^ 

frightful  dreams.  'She  had  often,  alto.  If '".i^'ll '•?*  ^"^J^^l  ^l^t^fCl 

\%Jmt^jis^\  .•^•••M.  ;»  «i«A  fk^^*.   #itJ  sionally  for  it.    When  seen  by  me,  the 

^!S!^Sf  .t-?J;^.»^i'  fi"   «K»™«d   erery   month  f  tongue 

boweb  eosttfet  the  tongue  white.  ^^.j^      ^^  ,„^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  * 

Croton.oa.t.dL.,BorofPot.«.  P«grtiT«i  and  ott  of  turpeatin.  ordewd. 

Theae  medicmea  purged  Wrongly,  ^  ^  ^  ^               ^  ^    ,^ 

and  an  ascaris  was  voided.    After  this  i.  j    »•"«  «^"«  «»  *wv  iuvui.ua  auc  imu 

the  head  felt  better,  and  she  passed  a  ^  "^^  ^^  *°^  ^^^  »^°«^^  ^^^'• 

menstrual  period  without  a  fit.    She  Case  XXXVIII.— A  boy,  aged  14^ 

then   suffered  from   leucorrhoea,    for  in  March  1830,  had  two  epiteptic  fits, 

which  alum  was  given.    At  the  end  which  disappeared  until  the  end  of 

of  a  month  the  epilepsy  and  vertigo  May,  when  he  was  affected  with  a  sud- 

retumed,  and  was  connected  with  cos-  den  falling  down,  attended  by  deep 

tiveness.  sleep,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth,  but 

Croton-oil   repeated,   sad  a  peq;>etBal  without  spasms, 

blister.  June  4th.— Pain  at  the  forehead ; 

About  May  19th,  it  was  learned  that  manner  stupid ;  eyes  fixed  at  times, 

the  fits  returned  in  sleep,  although  the  Head  shaven ;  bkeding  to  ten  oonoei  i 

blister  had  been  dischaiging  for  three  mercarisl  pargatif  es  and  aalinea. 

weeks.    The  geneial  health  was  good.  6th.— Headache    and*  vertigo;    no 

One  drachm  of  oil  of  turpentine  wm  fever;   pulse  slow  and  tense;  senses 

Aen  ffiven  daily,  and  ejercisc  enjoined,  good ;  tongue  white ;  boweU  puigcd. 

She  then  escaped  the  fits  for  a  month,  ^  y^^  uid  cold  to  the  liead ;  riiubarb 

while  taking  half  a  drachm  of  the  tur-  mdmme^                       ™«w«t> 

pentinedaiW,  which  made  slight  stu-  ^^^^    ™*^     '      .  -**_ 

por,  after  which,  being  better,  she  ,  10th.-An  epileptic  fit  fh)m  exposure 

leased  to  apply  for  medicil  aid.  ^  ^«  »"» i  P^^  ^lo'^  ^^  irregular. 

Case  XXX VI.— A  baker,  aged  26,  Leeches,  and  cold  affuiioa. 

in  August  1827,  after  being  worn  down  1 1th.-— Pulse  58. 

by  hard  work  and  exposure  to  the  heal  Pnrgatlves,  aaiafotidt,  and  a  tofpeatfaia 

of  the  oven,  ^t  a  second  attack  of  epi-  dystw. 

lepsy,  for  which  he  was  bled  at  three  I3th.-.A  feeling  of  a  choking  in  the 

**-"^I  \^^^  P?**"?*  ^^^?  •  '^'^  throat,  and  of  a  biSl  rising  there;  pulse 

niffht    Afterwaids,  I  saw  him  in  an  gtiU  slow,  tense,  and  irr4ular. 

exhausted  state,  with  a  threatemng  of  p      h 

idiotcy,  and  complaining  of  severe  noo-  ruigaUTCs. 

tumal  pains  in  the  forehead ;  thepulse  15th.— Great  relief  after  a  purging  of 

slow  and  emptv.    He  was  quickly  re-  green  mucous  stools. 

lieved  by  oil  of  turpentine,  ammonia,  PntEativeB  eontianfid. 

"in*^  v!lh™'^^'^h,.  ^fn^  i^tn  On  the  five  following  days  he  had 

«T>^prm^!S^>,l^.^.^^^  «t«>°g  fit"   of  involuntary  "^  laughter, 

under  my  care,  having  been  ill  for  ten  sleep  lethargic :  tongue  white ;  pulse 

hSrt^'^ln^'lS.v™ TASTh^^^^^  70;  WelsTdl'purS.           '  ^ 

heart  m  paroxysms  of  two  hours,  23d.-.Spasms  of  the   cyeHds.    In 

iSTfnfriL^wT™JeV  other  res^betti.         ^ 

i«i^iol^H^^^^^  26th.-1Pain  in  the  region   of  the 

ing questions;  pulse  60,  boweU  very  .  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  complaint.     He  waa 

'     ....       vi»-A—         %^  tnen  cupped,  and  quickly  cured. 

jjcecnes  to  tne  uead.  a  DliBter  on  «os  ^%       «^7     «       «       «             «            «. 

nedk,  and  croton-oU  daUy.  .„  Case  IX.  placed  under  apoplexy  weU 

'  lUustratea  the  condition   of  the   en« 

The  oil  vomited  and  purged,  after  cephalon  by  which  every  remedy  ia 

which  he  had  no  return  of  the  symp-  frustrated, 
toms,  and  by  continuing  purgatives 

he  was  completely  relieved.  Case  XIII.  shows  the  relations  of 

In  May  1829,  he  again  suffered  from  epilepsy  to  apoplexy,  and  simplespasm. 


MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.        727 

Class  IL  The  Spasmodic  Affbctions.  dom  fataL     In  chorea,  howeTer  pro- 

Thb  cases  subsequently  narrated  show  tracted  and  severe,  the  prognosis  may 

that  tetanus,  convulsio,  chorea,  hyste-  generally  be  cheerful.  .       .     .     , 

ria,  and  mania,  regarded  as  generic  ,  ^  most  interesting  in<juiry  js,  how 

diseases  in  a  nosological  aspect,  are  ^^f  where  there  is  a  family  predispo- 

connected  with  states  of  the  organiMr  «tion  to  insanity,  the  occurrence  of  a 

tion  which,  in  a  pathological  regard,  apwmodic  disease  may  be  expected  to 

are  really  diflferent :  in  some  cases,  or  give  immunity  fVom  a  mental  disorder  ? 

in  one  Stage  of  a  case,  the  proximate  J'  appears,  so  far  as  my  observation 

cause  is  aBied  to  that  of  an  fnflamma-  ^^  ^one,  that  although  epilepsy  does 

tory  and  febrUe  disease;  in other.cases,  P««  "»to  mama  of  the  most  hopeless 

or  another  stage  of  a  case,  it  is  similar  character,  yet  an  habitual  and  purely 

to  that  of  a  purely  nervous  affection,  spasmodic  affecUon  does,  so  long  as  it 

the   internal    physical    character  of  continues  to  recur,  tend  to  keep  off  m- 

which  may  be  cither  bloodlessness  of  canity. 

the  part,  or  a  congestion  of  venous        /,»...       .     -n        j*      -^      j 
bloooT  ^'**  treatment  — Begardinjf  it  as  de* 

A  most  importont  feature  of  these  monstrated  by  a  sound  expenence  that 

affections  is   the  absence  of  febrile  ^'^J.  BP/smodic  cases  which  do  not 

symptoms  when  the  internal  state  is  "hibit  febnle   symptoms   are  to  be 

truly  of  an  inflammatory  or  highly  treated  with  antiphlogistic  remedies,  it 

congestive  nature.     This  fact  is  im-  w  also  to  be  observed  that,  m  general, 

prewively  shown  by  the  morbid  ap-  these  caser  do  not  bear  bleeding  to  the 

pearancei  in  two  of  the  cases  of  mania,  wnae  extent  as  purely  inflammatory 

The  pulse  is  not  a  fair  criterion  of  the  disorders;    a  single  profuse  Weeding 

pathological  condition  of  the  duease ;  ^^7  either  induce  the  most  frightful 

in  some  cases  of  active  congestion  it  is  nervous  symptoms,  or  so  depress  the 

extremely  low,  both  during  the  spas-  v>tal  enemes  as  to  lead  in  a  few  days 

modic  p^xysms  and  in  thi  intervaU ;  Jp  death  liy  syncope.     On  the  other 

and  in  proportion  as  the  congestion  is  ^^^^f  in  a  subject  apparently  by  no 

TeUevedf  the  symptoms  sometimes  as-  »eans  plethonc,   these  diseases  wiU 

some  a  more  febfie  character.    This  somcUmes  only  yield  to  a  full  bleeding; 

feature  is  particularly  to  be  remnrked  and  in  some  cases  the  effects  of  a  single 

in  many  of  the  cases  of  tetanus,  chorea,  abstracUon  of  Wood  are  most  gratify- 

and  mania.    In  the  early  period  of  all  ]^8''  ^  Case  VIII.     Cupping  seems 

these  diseases,  it  is  probable  that  a  ^  prefeiable  to  leeches  in  aU  the  dis- 

state  of  vascular  fulness  and  increased  eases  of  this  class :  see  Case  XIV. 
momentum  of  the  circulation  in  the        I  would  m-ge  on  the  attention  of  the 

brain  or  spinal  chord  invariably  sob-  profession  the  importonce  of  a  remedy 

sists ;  and  it  may  subsist  even  in  a  very  ^^»en  I  have  lately  used  several  times 

debilitoted  state  of  the  constitution ;  with  gratifying  success,— a  deep  mci- 

and  it  is  often  periodical  in  ite  recur-  8»on  ^J^  the  scalp,  and  allowing  the 

rence,  and  that  for  a  very  prolonged  wound  to  bleed  freely.    In  spasmodic 

p^flo^  *  cases  of  an  encephalic  origin,  as  well 

The'cases  also  shew  that  symptoms  ?f  in  hemiplegia  and  mania,  when 

of  a  truly  nervous  character,  and  which  ^nere  has  been  either  a  fixed  pain  in 

arise  from  a  state  of  the  organisation  ^ne  head,  or  ^  tender  portion  of  the 

the  opposite  of  inflammation,  or  entonic  *ealp,  so  that  genUe  percussion  has  in- 

congestion,  may  be  rapidly  succeeded  duced  excessive  «iin,  or  a  convulsion, 

by  symptoms  that  arise  from  the  con-  2'  »»  hysterical  fit,  my  experience,  so 

gesUve  state.    This  transition  of  state  f*'  ^  it  Imis  gone,  has  proved  that  the 

u  sometimes  a  source  of  much  embar-  bleeding  from  the  free  incision  is  a  far 

iBssment  to  the   young  practitioner.  ^^^  powerful  remedy  than  any  other 

An  accurate  diagnosis  of  these  patho-  mode  of  depletion.  This  practice  should 

logical  conditions  is  only  to  be  arrived  n?t  be  confined,  as  formeriy,  to  cases 

at  by  earnest  attention  to  the  most  mi-  ^[  dwe»se  m   the   pericranium,   nor 

nnte  particulars  of  the  symptoms,  and  should  it  be  adopted  merely  as  a  last 

of  the  previous  treatment  of  the  case,  resource  in  chronic  affections  of  the 

See  Case  IX.  XVI.  brain  or  us  membranes,  or  as  a  first 

step  to  making  the   enormous  issue 

These  spasmodic  affections  are  sel-  lately  recommended  by  some  distin- 
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guished  physicians.     It  would,  I  be-  antimonial  ointment,  is  of  nndoobteA 

lieTe,   be    a   valuable   substitute  for  efficacy. 

leeches  and  simple  arteriotomy  in  In  purely  nerrous  states,  cordials  in 
many  severe  though  not  protracted  small  doses  do  good ;  harm,  however, 
cases  of  head-affections.  The  relief  of  seems  to  have  been  done  by  an  intern- 
headache  by  the  incision,  in  some  of  perate  use  of  them.  In  one  case  they 
my  cases,  was  so  delightful,  that  **  it  certainly  favoured  the  occurrence  of 
would  be  preferred  a  hundred  times  to  tetanus ;  and  in  another  they  kept  up 
suffering  the  horrid  pain !"  The  se-  the  periodic  recurrence  of  convulsions, 
vere  extent  to  whicn  this  mode  of  Tne  extent  to  which  laudanum  may- 
forming  a  pea-issue  has  been  carried  sometimes  be  given  is  well  shewn  in 
mav  bnng  an  important  measure  into  one  of  the  cases  of  hysteria,  which  i^ 
undeserved  neglect.  A  purulent  drain,  probably  as  extraordinary  aa  any  en 
with  seventv  peas  in  the  scalp,  would  record ;  and  in  one  of  mania.  Iodide 
be  intolerable  to  many  persons  who  of  potassium  seems  well  adapted  to 
would  readily  submit  to  a  cut  three  these  affections ;  my  experience  of  it, 
inches  in  length,  and  a  turpentine  however,  has  not  been  sumcient  to  esta- 
dressing  followed  by  an  emollient  ponl-  blish  its  utility.  The  efficacy  of  tur- 
tice  for  a  few  days.  My  attention  was  pentine,  arsenic,  copper,  iron,  zinc,  and 
recalled  to  this  measure  in  the  last  nitrate  of  silver,  and  creasote  P  is  too 
summer  by  my  late  beloved  friend,  Pr.  well  known  to  require  a  remark ;  the 
Abercrbmbie,*  who  had  long  used  it  nitrate,  in  my  experience,  has  done 
with  great  success  in  cases  where,  in  most  good  when  it  nas  acted  as  a  pur- 
connection  with  symptoms  of  internal  gative.  Electricity,  in  one  of  the  cases 
disease,  a  portion  of  the  scalp  had  be-  of  chorea,  was  of  decisive  benefit.^ 
come  tender.  1  would  submit,  how-  The  incision  of  the  scalp  mentioned 
ever,  that  it  should  not  be  restricted  to  above  requires  an  additional  remark, 
such  a  condition,  and  that  it  niight  be  It  has  been  recommended  bv  Dr.  Aber- 
extensivelv  adopted  as  a  most  efficient  crombie,  and  subsequently  by  Dr. 
means  of  focal  bleeding.  Pritchard  and  others,  as  a  step  to  mak- 

The   great   utility   of  mercury   is  ing  an  issue.     I  am  convinced,  how- 

strongly  shewn  in  some  of  the  cases  of  ever,  from  its  instant  good  effect  in  Ibar 

tetanus   and  chorea ;    and  inunction  cases  in  which  I  have  tried  it,  that  the 

seems  the  bettef  mode  of  usine  it.  benefit  is  in  a  great  degree  owing  to 

Purgatives  cannot  be  too  highly  com-  the  bleeding  of  the  vessels  of  the  ^fut 
mended.    The  drastic,  however,  such  whichis  the  seatof  pain,  andof  anim- 
as  colocynth,  will  sometimes   disap-  portant  souree  of  irritation,  and  also  to 
point  the  practitioner;  it  appears,  when  the  relief  of  the  tension  of  the  scalp 
given  in  large  doses,  to  produce  spasm  and  tbe  pericranium, 
of  the  colon,  and  thus  to  occasion  the       In  all  cases  of  spasms,  with  head- 
retention  of  foeces  in  its  cells.    When  ache  or  lethaivy,  I  would  examine  the 
combined  with  a  veiy  little  henbane,  whole  of  the  skull  by  percussion ;  and 
or  with  camphor  and  soda,  its  effects  wherever  tenderness  should  be  evinced, 
are  more  satisfactory.    Aloes,  also,  by  I  would  deeply  scarify  the  ptirt.    Sup- 
its  powerfully  emulgent  efiect  on  the  puration  might  also  be  established,  by 
liver,  has  conduced  to  irritation  of  the  inserting  lint  soaked  in  oil  of  torpen- 
intestines,  by  which  the  spasmodic  dis-  tine  into  the  wound, 
ease  has  been  exasperated.    The  cro-  [To  be  continaed.] 
ton  oil,  and  jalap  with  calomel,  gene-              ' 
rally  answer  best  PERICARDITIS  AFTER  SCARLET- 

From  a  few  observations  I  am  led  to  FEVER, 

believe  that  the  antispasmodic  power  . 

of  ipecacuanha  renders  it  worthy  of       -,  ..    -,..      ^^x   %rj.    i-^     ss 
morTfrequent  use  m  these  cases  than        ^  '*'  ^'^  *^'*«  ^^*^^  ^«'«'- 
it  has  obtained.    Digitalis,  when  riven  ^''^t 

incautiously,  has  often  induced  alarm-  Da.  Somervillk  Scott  Alison,  in  his 

ing  nervous  symptoms?  it  might  be  article  on  the  above  subject,  has  alluded 

safely  discarded  from  practice  in  these  to  several  authors  who  have  not,  and 

diseases.    As  a  sedative,  hydrocyanic  to  some  who  have,  treated  of  the  dis- 

acid  seems  far  preferable  to  it.  ease.     I  wish  you-  to  allow  me  the 

Counter-irritation,  by  drains,  and  the  favour  of  stating,  that  I  drew  particular 
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attention  to  this  subject  in  a  paper  it  might  have  been  by  anjr  thing  which 

on  Dropsy  after  Scarlet^Fever,  which  I  would  excite  the  circulation ;  and  so  I 

read  to  the  Westminster  Medical  So-  am  inclined  to  look  on  this  case  as  an 

ciety  on  Dec.  7*  1839.    An  abstract  of  exception,  tending  to  prove  the  rule  I 

the  paper  appeared  in  the  renort  of  the  have  expressed.    The  subject  of  the 

Society  in  the  Lancet,  seven  aa^s  later,  remaining  case  was  not  seen  by  Dr.  A. 

I  related  thirteen  cases  in  detail  to  the  till  nine  weeks  after  the  scarlet-fever, 

Sodety,  and  out  of  these  there  was  and  there  is  no  account  by  any  medical 

well-marked  pericarditis  in  three  cases,  man  of  the  previous  illness. 

and  extensive  hydrops  pericardii,  pro-  There  are  many  valuable  remarks  in 

bably  unconnected  with  local  innam-  Dr.  Alison's  article,  and  1  shall  look 

mation,  in  two  others.  forward  with  interest  to  his  promised 

I  am  not  surprised  that  Dr.  Alison  is  cases  of  anasarca  following  scarlatina, 

unacquainted  with  my  paper,  and  I  I  am,  sir, 

chiefly  write  to  express  mv  dissent  from  Your  obedient  servant, 

his  opinion  that  pericarditis  occurs  at  John  Snow,  M.D. 

an  early  period  in  scarlet-fever.    I  con-  phui  Street,  8<^o  Squwe, 

eider  that  it  arises  only  as  a  conse-  Feb.  as,  i845. 
quence  of  the  renal  disease  which  is 


apt  to  follow  scarlet-fever.    I  admit  ^^^  ^' 

that  the  kidney  is  generally  disordered  ENCEPHALOID  DISEASE  OF  THE 
durinff  the  first  few  days  of  the  fever,  TIBIA  AND  SOFT  PARTS, 

and  that  its  functions  are  disordered  ^    _  tt   "    m^^Tx* 

during  the  rhewnatic  swellings  of  the  ^^  Epwin  Hall,  M.D  * 

joints  which    sometimes    accompany  i^r^^o  io.in  n  :ii        mu 

the  eruption,  or  appear  very  soon  Tdi  ?^^^  f^^^'  JJ""  <^^«d  *?  f 5«  Thomas, 

it;  but^^I  am  of  opinion  tbatpericar-  fri^Vl"'''' ?^:T"'M^^'1  k^"" '^'!? 

ditis  only  comes  on  m  a  consequence  of  **"'  °^  T'*"  ^""^'H  ;       ^^v  ^f '  *"* 

that  congestive  disease  of  the  kidneys  ^^'^  and  a  very  fair  and  light  com- 

in  which^  they  fail  duly  to  separate  tfie  P]f  ^*°^-    Though  dehcate  m  appear- 

urea  from  the  blood,  which^disease  is  T\^  J^I?"^^  ^^^^  T^JH^^  u    uu 

never  established  till  a  fortnight,  and  ?}^^^  ^?  .*^*^  ^°J«?^^  ^^  ^f^^^' 

generally  not  till  about  threl  weeks.  He  complained  of  an  intense  and  deep- 

From  the  commencement  of  the  fever!  ««1*«^  P^^^j"  ^"  nght  leg,  which  waa 

Dr.  Alison  remarks  that  pericarditis  is  ^  ^?u.u  ^V^^.^P^^'  *?'  extended 

liable  to  follow  obstructive  disease  of  SP"?.^*^®  tubercle,  giving  attachment  to 

the  kidneys.   I  have  seen  it  do  so  inde-  he  lieamentumpatell®,  halfway  down 

pendently  of  scarlet-fever :  it  occurred  {^«  ™^  ^^  ^^^}  ^^"^-    The  i)atient 

Snly  in   this   manner   in   the   cases  located  the  pam  m  the  bone-said  « it 

related  in  my  paper.    I  have  taken  was  sometimes  on  the  front,  some Umes 

notes  of  a  great  dumber  of  cases  of  ?°  ^H  ^*?*,''^^  u  a^I  a^^""  1'°"^ 


below  the  at- 

itum  patell«. 

iened  for  the 

induce  me  to  modiJ^  that  opinion.  "PPn  of  ^^  dtsewe  fiurtfier  than  this. 
The  subject  of  the  fiit  case  w^  not  7«'  $1  P*'>*»*  **'°#.^*'  hurt  his 
seen  tiU  near  death,  between  two  and  ^«?  ■^»*"*5  ^^T",  *"'\  the  previoaB 
three  months  after  the  fever;  in  the  '?"*'*''  *"."•  **  had  pained  him  occa- 
second  case  the  disease  certainly  com-  """a^'y  «««»  ^at  fame.  A  smaU 
menced  early,  but  the  child,  on  a  pre-  ?P'S'"8  had  been  made  "to  the  limb 
vious  occasion,  had  had  an  ittack  of  an  ^y.  *f  physician  who  attended  him 
inflammatory  nature  in  the  left  hypo-  P"*""  ^  "jy  hong  called ;  but  for  what 
chondrium,  knd  Dr.  Taylor  discovwd  PHT»^  ^  -^""w  not,  as  there  was  no 
hypertrophy  of  the  heart  only  forty-  *!r*T- ?^  acoUecfaon  rf  matter  or 
four  days  after  the  fever  commenced :  I  «»*«■  fl«d-  The  wound,  though  open, 
therefore  conclude  that  there  was  disease  ^^  '^*  '"J""  discharge.  As  regard* 
oftheheartinachronicform,whichwa«  the  general  condifaon  of  the  pafaent, 
rendered  acute  by  the  scarlet- fever,  as     •  Anwr.Joara. of tbeMwL Science*,  Ju.i84». 
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bis  bowels  were  reralar,  tongue  clean,  our  attention  to  tbe  examination  of  the 

appetite  good,  and   pulse   but   little  limb.    On  cutting  into  it,  a  large  quan- 

accelerated.    Not  bein^  able  to  deters  tity  of  dark  fluid  matter  escaped,  in 

mine  the  nature  of  tne  disease,  mj  which  were  irregular  masses  of  what 

prescriptions  were  such  as  the  symp-  appeared  to  be  muscular  substatfce  in  a 

toms  indicated.  state  of  disorganisation.    In  fact,  the 

In  the  conrse  of  two  or  three  weeks,  soft  parts  were  so  entirely  disorganized, 

it  became  evident  that  the  disease  was  for  the  space  of  six  or  eight  inches 

rapidly  increasing,  but  whether  it  would  from  the  attachment  of  the  ligamentom 

prove  to  be  malignant  was  a  onestion  '  patellae  downward,  that  neither  muscn- 

as  yet  not  easy  to  be  determinea.    The  lar  substance  nor  blood-vessels  could 

limb  had  been  gradually  increasing  in  be   recognised.     Removing  the  fluid 

size,   and   was   now   somewhat    dis-  matters  above  mentioned,  we  found 

coloured.    Feeling,  as  I  supposed,  a  deposited  on  the  posterior  face  of  the 

fluctuation  on  the  anterior  and  external  bone,  for   the  space  of  four  inches 

face  of  the  limb,  I  made  an  incision  below  its  head,  a  whitish  substance, 

into  it.    Nothina;  but  a^thin  sanious  without  organization,  and  bloodless, 

matter  was  discharged,  indicative  of  In  some  places  this  substance  was  of 

disease  of  the  bone.    A  probe  readily  the  colour,  and  as  soft,  as  the  cortical 

passed  so  far  into  the  wound  as  to  be  substance  of  a  recent  brain.    In  other 

felt  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  limb,  places   it  was  quite  firm  and  hard, 

A  considerable  flow  of  blood  followed  but  without  that  elasticity  and  mt- 

the  withdrawal  of  the  probe.    A  few  ing,  when  cut,  peculiar  to  scirmos. 

days  after  I  made  the  opening,  it  was  Patches  of  this  wei^  observable  on 

observed  that  the  limb  was  increasing  other  portions  of  the  shaft  of  the  bone, 

in  size  with  more  rapidity  than  it  here-  within  the  confines   of  the   disease, 

tofore  had  done;  that  the  edges  of  the  On  the  anterior  and  antero-extemal 

wound  had  begun  to  evert  and  put  on  face  of  the  bone,  commencing  an  inch 


ease,   and   advised  amputation.    But    worthy  of  notice.    A  little  external  to 


hoping  against  hope,  they  wished  to  the  crest  of  the  tibia  was  a  fissure  firom 

deter  it  for  a  few  days.                    ^  an  eighth  to  a  quarter  of  an  inch  broad. 

The  onlv  relief  which  the  patient  which  extended  horizontally  through 

could  ffet  nom  the  intense  pain  ne  has  the  bone.     The  texture  of  the  exter- 

sufierea  since  the  commencement  of  the  nal  lamells  of  the  bone,  for  a  consi- 

disease,  was  in  laige  and  often-repeated  derable  space  about  this  fissure,  was 

doses  of  morphia,  and  poultices  made  entirely  and  uniformly  destroyed.    It 

ofthefresh  juice  of  coniummaculatum.  -resembled   a  carious  bone,  and   was 

June  4th. -^Dr.  Hubbard,  of  Hallo-  quite  dark-coloured.    To  a  cousidera- 

well,  being  in  town,  was  cslled  in,  and  ble  extent  around  this  fissure,  as  it 

advised  immediate  amputation.             '  traversed  the  bone  internally,  were  tbe 

Condition  of  the  patient  at  thii  time,  same  alterations  in  texture  which  we 

— ^Muchemaciated}  pulse  130;  glands  have  noticed  externally.  The  specimen 

in  the  groin  not  enlarged;  limb  oelow  is  in  my  possession, 

the  knee  exceedingly  enlamd,  very  The  patient  made  a  rapid  recovery, 

elastic  when  percussed,  and  ot  a  purple  and  the  stump  healed  kindly.    During 

tinge.    A  fungus  of  the  size  of  a  hen's  the  summer  he  was  as  active  as  usua^ 

egg  protrudes  from  the  wound  made  a  and  gained  flesh.     Still  his  counte- 

WMk  or  more  before.    The  lymphatics  nance  was  pale  and  his  pulse  quick, 

running  over  the  diseased  portion,  re-  Various  alterative  remedies  were  pre- 

sembled  in  size  small  vancose  veins,  8cribed,but  he  received  no  benefit  from 

and  were  filled  with  an  amberssoloured  them, 

fluid.  Was  again  called  to  see  him,  Feb.  6, 

5th.— Assisted  by  Brs.  Tewksbury  1843.    He  complained  of  pain  in  his 

and  Palmer,  I  amputated  the  thigh  at  right  side,  in  the  region  of  the  liver, 

its  middle.    The  patient  bore  the  ope-  Bowels  costife ;  tongue  coated ;  pulse 

ration   remarkably  well.    Very  little  130;  skin  dry. 

blood  was  lost.  Cd.  and  rhubarb. 

After  dressing  the  stump,  we  turned  7th.— Cathartic  operated ;  no  better. 


I 
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!                          BUrtvlotteiftde.  hen's  egg,  the  other  of  the  sise  of  a 

Mi^Hore    comfortable,  but   still  widnut,  and  memblin|f,  more  than  any 

complains  of  pain  in  his  side.  J^^PS  ^J^  coarse  grained  loaf  sugar 

o£   stripping  him  and  measuring  mo»tcned  with  water.    They  appeared 

from  the  iphold  cartilage  to  the  dor-  V^'H  ^^'^"^  fro°»  «S^  ^**'I!F  T^^^^ 

sal  vertebra,   I  found^e  right  side  "?i^®  ^^*?*V*4«?-    ^o  tubercles  were 

to  be  three  inches  larger  than  the  left,  observed  m  thislung.    The  right  lun| 

There  was  a  lateral  curvature  of  the  y«^»°°«  mass  of  disease.    Itextendea 

vertebral  column  to  the  left,  of  an  ^^^  ^  I***"*  V^ifS^"  of  the  nghl 

inch,  commencing  at  the  fourth  dor-  l!**^/^V  ,P*^   ^^^f^   "^^f^y  V^'^f 

sal  knd  terminating  at  the  lumbar,  f^"''^  of^he   whole   cavity  of  the 

Dull  sound  on  pereussion  over   the  ^^°f**- ,  "  ^"  °™y      u?'S°*  **?  ^^ 

whole  of  the  rigtt  side  of  the  chest.  «^^.  P^t""^  ^u  ^^^^^^  ^  ,^*S5 

Respiratory  murmur  inaudible.    ThU  onlvin  shape.    The  division  into  lobes 

condition  of  things  convinced  me  that  could  not  be  traced.  In  the  apex  was  a 

his  former  disease  had  re-appeared,  f  T!,%^?5^.?i"fiv??T*!^^''^**''^ 

and  consequenUy  that  his  caWwas  turbid  fluid,  little  thicte^han^^ 

hopeless  cutting  into  the  lung,  the  outside  to  the 

IOth.-lRight  side,  measured  as  be-  ^«P'1\  ^'an  inch,  more  or  less,  whs  ge- 

fom,  is  four  mches  larger  than  the  left.  n^"^y  J«,7  hght-coloured,  lesembhng 

DyspmBa  great;  some  cough,  expec  ^«  medidlary  substance  of  the  brain. 

toratest  appetite  ffood  ^"®  central  portion  was  rather  dark- 

T             J    '    ux.  coloured,  as  ii  stained  with  blood,  and 

Ipecac. and moipUa.  g,,^„,  ^j^^^  ^^^     ^^  bloodvessels 

12th.  — Cough    and   expectoration  or  bronchial   tubes   could  be  found, 

have   ceased,  n)ut  the  dyspncea   re-  Some  parts  of  this  mass   were  soft, 

mains.     Cannot  lie  in  the  horizontal  others  nard  and  cartilaginous.     The 

posture.    Has  some  difficulty  in  swcd-  soft  parts,  which  were  always  white, 

lowing  his  food,  which  I  attribute  to  when  cut   presented    a  mammillated 

the  pressure  of  this  immense  tumor  on  appearance,  as  if  the  morbid  matter  was 

the  oesophagus.  deposited  in  dilated  air-cells.     There 

23d. — ^Patient  has  been  getting  gra-  was   no"^  unnatural   smell  about   it  i 

dually  worse  since  last  report ;  U  now  neither  was  there  about  the  leg,  which 

very  feeble.    Dyspncsa  excessive.    Su-  this  lung  precisely  resembled.    This 

peracial  veins  on  the  right  side  of  the  morbid  mass,  when  removed  and  freed 

thorax  enlarged.    Expired  suddenly  in  from  fluids  and  other  foreign  matters, 

the  evening.  weighed  ten  and  a  quarter  pounds. 

Autoptif^   twenty'three    haurt    after  ■■ 

cTeatA.— Assisted  Dy  Dr.  M.  Call,  we  CASB  op 

commenced  the  examination  by  open-  (EDEMA  OF  THE  GLOTTIS. 

ing  the  abdomen.    The  liver  lav  al-  ^^  jj,^^^  Sjanhop.  iLLiNowoarH. 

most  wholly  on  the  left  side  of  the  /«.   ^r    «^  j.    .  ^     .^  x 

median  line,  as  also  the  gall-bladder.  (^^  '*•  Medtcai  QasttU.) 

The  stomach  was  quite  small ;  its  py-  — 

loric  orifice  lay  almost  directly  below  Jan.  18th,  1845.— I  was  sent  for  at 

the  cardiac.     The  transverse  and  de-  half-past  nine  in  the  evening,  to  see 

scending  colon  was  contracted  to  less  A.  B.,  who  was  in  a  state  of  approach* 

than  half  its  usual  size,  and  was  very  ins  sufibcation. 

light-coloured.      The    other    organs  At  1  p.m.  whibt  eating  a  hot  potato,, 

normal.  a  piece  stuck  in  the  throat,  which  after 

Thorax, — The  pericardium  contained  remaining  there  two  minutes,  according 

four  ounces  of  serum.    The  heart  was  to  his  account,  but,  in  all  probability,, 

healthy,  but  forced  out  of  its  position  for  a  much  shorter  time,  he  was  ena- 

to  the  left.    Removing  the  heart,  we  bled  to  swallow;  itdidnot  produce  the 

found  the  left  lung  so  much  compressed  sensation  of  scalding  during  its  arrest. 

by  the  right,  that  it  appeared  mys-  Until  5  p.m.  no  inconvenience  was 

terious  to  us  how  it  could  have  performed  experienced;  he  then  felt  his  throat 

its  functions  so  as  to  have  sustained  "rather  sore,"  with  slight  oppression  in 

life  for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks  of  *'  drawing  in  his   breath  f*   this .  in<* 

the  patient's  existence.  In  its  substance  ereased,  and  at  8  d'clock  he  became 

were  two  tumors,  one  of  the  sise  of  a  very  uneasy,  and,  unknown  to  any  one, 


732      MR.  ILLINOWORTH'S  CASE  OF  (EDEMA  OF  THE  GLOTTIS. 

went  to  bed :  about  9,  a  fellow-servant,  19th,  8  a.m.— He  had  passed  a  rest- 
in  passing  his  room,  hearing  some  one  less  night,  and  as  he  had  not  been  able 
groaning,  opened  the  door,  and  found  to  take  much  of  the  medicine,  the  bow- 
him  so  Hi,  tnat  I  was  immediately  sent  els  had  not  acted ;  respiration  was  still 
for.  performed  with    considerable   embar-. 

On  my  arrival  he  was  propped  up  in  rassment.      In    consultation    at    ten 

bed,  partly  supported  and  partly  rest-  o'clock,  ten  leeches   were  prescribed, 

ing  on  his   outstretched   Hands ;    his  and  the  bleeding  to  be  encouraged  by  a 

countenance  was  anxious  and  livid ;  bread-and-water  poultice, 

his  eyes  suffused ;  his  pulse  very  small,  Hauet.  Salin.  c.   Liq.  AnUm.   Tart,  et 

quick,  and  irregular,  with  inability  to  Magnes.  Salph.  quartis  horU  suinend. 

speak  or  swallow  f  inspiration,  which  tv#    k  k    ♦ 

was   performed   with  a  loud    hoarse  ^  p.m.— Mucn  better, 

wheeze  or  stertor  at  long   intervals,  10  p.m. —Very  much  improved,  bow - 

was  followed  by  expiration  attended  0??°    relaxed, 

with  a  suffocative  effort  to  cough :  hav-  20th.— Going  on  well;    after  this 

ing  struggled  with  this  for  some  se-  no]P>ng  umisual  occurred,  and  m  an 

conds,  a  little  glairy  viscid  mucus  was  ordinary  penod  he  was  cured, 

got  rid  of,  and  renewed  attempts   at  .,           ^,        i.iji....j 

inspiration,  more  distressing  than  the  ,  ^  ^^7^  *  three-fold  object  m  drawing 

former,  took  place.  attention  to  this  case.    Firstly :  had  it 

Twelve  leeches  were  applied  to  the  °<>'  ^e®"   ^^^  ^^^  fortunate    circum- 

throat,   and   ten    grains   of    calomel  ^^^^?  ^f  some  one  passing  his  room, 

smeared  on  the  tongue.    He  was  par-  Jf®  might  have  remained  undiscovered 

tially  relieved  before  the  leeches  (which  ^^^  «>™e  houre,  when,  most  likely,  he 

Wed  very  freely)  came  off,  breathing  ^'^uld  have  been  founi  dead.    "  In- 

with  less  difficulty,  and  was  able  by  a  ?^ance«  have  come  to  our  knowledge," 

strong  effort  at  swallowing  to  clear  the  ^'•-  9l^cy",f.  wnles,  in  speaking  of  la* 

calomel  from  the  tongue;   he  also  in-  fyn&Jtis,    "m   which   the  disease  has 

timated,  in  a  low  whisper,  that  he  was  terminated  fatally  wUhin  twelve  hours, 

"better."      On  examining  the  fauces  (o"?  ^f  Dr.  Armstrong's  patients  died 

only  a  slight  blush  was  perceptible  on  '»  V^^}-  "0"rs,  and  another  m  seven ;) 

the  velum  palati,  and  a  little  Inlness  of  »"^»   therefore,  if  a  person  dies  sud- 

the  right  tonsil.                                  '  denly   m   the  night,    who  had  com- 

A  bladderofpounded  ice  was  secured  plamed  on  the  foregoing  day  of  sore 

round  the  throat.    Until  neariy  eleven,  ^^^oat,  laryncitis  may  be  suspected  as 

he    conUnued  to   improve,    the   face  the  cause  of  his  death.'/ •    There  was 

partly  assuming  its  natural  appearance,  no  sore-throat    complained  of  on  the 

and  the   pulse  becoming   fuller  and  preceding  day,  no  one  being  aware  that 

slower:  he  was  able  to  swallow  a  few  ?e  was  ill;  we  should  consequently 

teaspoonfuls  of  liquid.    At  this  time  a  "^ve  had  not  a  little  difficulty  m  ac- 

.  violent  fit  of  coughing  ensued,  which  counting  for  the  cause  of  death,  as  there 

fatigued  him  very  much,  and  the  symp-  was  not  even  this  symptom  to  guide  us 

toms   became  nearly  as  alarming  as  m  our  inquiries.         .   ,     ^   , 

when  I  was  firet  called  to  him.    Mr.  Secondly:  the  period  of  the  super- 

Moore  now  saw  him,  and  as  we  feared  mention  of  the  symptoms  is  curious: 

bronchotomy  might   be   momentarily  tour  hours   previously   to  their   com- 

required  from  an  attack  of  spasm  oc-  mencement  a  hot  potatoe  had  been  fixed 

curring,  Mr.  Casar  Hawkins  was  called  ^°  the  throat,  without  any  pain,  or  dysp- 

in  a  little  before  twelve  o'clock.     It  "®'^»  arising  for  this  length  of  time, 

was  agreed  to  bleed  him,  and  on  twelve  !«  ^"r  cases   of  swallowing  boiling 

ounces  of  blood  being  taken   from  a  water,  related  by  Dr.  Marshall  Hall, 

large  orifice,  fainting  supervened,  on  which  are  in  some  respects  analogous 

recovering  from  which  he  was  able  to  to  this,  difficulty  of  breathing  appears 

express  himself  relieved,  and  could  lie  to  have  begun  directly  after  the  acci- 

down ;    five  grains  of  calomel    were  ^^J}t.t 

given,  and  an  attendant  who  remained  Thirdly  :   the  marked  mitigation  of 

with  him  all  night  was  to  administer    . 

part  of  a  mixture  of  sulphate  of  mag- 

D«U  and  mint  water,  according  to  i5b  *  g.=J?ft^iirblSJil.-  Si  JWen.  m 

power  of  deglutition.  edit.  p.  SM. 
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4be  symptoms  from  the  treatment  first  broth  and  panada  as  aliihent ;  and  I  will 

adopted,  shown  in  the  improvement  of  venture  to  say,  so  have  Mr*  Lawrence, 

the  breathing  and  loss  of  lividity,  and  and  Mr.  Key,  and  Mr.  Skev.  Neyerthe- 

their  return  after  a  period  of  some  du-  less,  these  gentlemen  all  gave  their 

ration,  is  worthy  of  recollection.  evidence  in  such  a  way  as  to'  lead  to 

1  Arlington  Street  ^^^  conclusion,  that  had  Mr.  Baker 

'  Feb.  17, 1845.    '  followed  another  plan  of  treatment — 

the  plan  which  they  approved^ Captain 

Lowe  would  not  have  lost  his  foot. 

BAKER  VERSUS  LOWE.  They  ought  rather,  in    my  opinion, 

as  being  familiar  with  the  dangerous 

"~~~"  and  generally  uncontrollable  character 

To  the  Editor  qftJke  Medical  Gagette.  of  senile  gangrene,  to  have  been  found 

«  ready  to  throw  the  weight  of  their 

'  name  and  authority  into  Mr.  Baker's 

Your  readers  are  already  acquainted  scale:  instead  of  making  themselves 

with  the  particulars  of  the  action  raised  partizans  in  the  case,  and  doing  all  in 

by  Mr.  Baker,  of  Hampton,  against  their  power  to  crush  him,  their  true  and 

Captain  liowe  for  the  recovery  of  his  proper  place  was  certainly  by  his  side, 

just  dues,  which  was  decided  in  favour  and  upholding  him.    These  gentlemen 

of  Mr.  Baker  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  ought,  in  fact,  to  have  seen  this  Captain 

Bench  on  Saturday,   the    15th  inst.  Lowe  as  a  shabby  fellow — one  who 

Though  much  indisposed  to  comment  was  but  too  ready  to  receive  Mr.  Ba- 

on  the  conduct  of  professional  men,  the  ker's  care  and  4ittentions  whilst  they 

circumstances  of  tnis  case  are  such  as  could  be  of  use  to  him,  without  a  word 

to    have   roused  my  indignation. — It  about  want  of  skill ;  it  was  only  when 

does,  indeed,  seem  monstrous,  that  there  the  question  came  to  be  of  payment, 

should  be  found  any  member  of  the  of  rewarding  Mr.  Baker  for  his  visits 

medical  profession  ready  to  come  for-  innumerable,  and  his  attentions  with- 

ward,  witti  the  will  and  purpose,  and  out  end,  that  Captain  Lowe  started  the 

for  hire,  to  put  a  fellow-practitioner  in  objection  of  want  of  skill  on  the  part 

the  wrong !  of  his  kind  attendant,  and  cruelly  and 

Captain  Lowe's  disease  was  spon-  recklessly  refused  to  pay,  on^grouiids 
taneous  or  senile  gangrene  of  the  great  that  were  calculated  to  ruin  in  public 
toe ;  and  Mr.  Baker  treated  his  patient  estimation  the  man  who  had  been  so 
on  the  stimulating  plan :  the  disease  unwearied  in  his  attendance  on  him. 
spread,  and  the  Captain  finally  lost  his  That  the  whole  affair  hung  on  the  tn- 
foot,  which  was  taken  off  by  Mr.  Lis-  disposition  to  pay  was  made  abundantly 
ton.  I  am  old  enough  to  remember  when  manifest  by  we  treatment  which  Mr. 
the  principle  in  surgery,  in  regard  Liston  received;  inasmuch  as  that 
to  senile  gangrene,  wafi--warm  turpen-  eentleman  received  merely  -half  his 
tine  dressings  to  the  part  affected,  and  lee,— thirty,  instead  of  sixt^  guineas, 
porter,  and  wine,  and  nourishing  food,  for  some  four  or  five  visits  as  far 
with  the  free  use  of  opium  internally,  as  Hampton.  Captain  Lowe  could 
Of  late  years  another  view  has  been  not  ^xg^  want  of  skill  against  Mr. 
t^en  of  the  matter,  and  patients  Liston,  but  pleaded  poverty,  and  ten- 
affected  with  senile  gangrene  have  had  dered  him  but  half  his  fair  recompense, 
poultices  and  soothing  topical  applica-  Yet  it  came  out  in  the  evidence  that 
tions,  together  with  a  restricted  regi-  this  Captain  Lowe  was  living  in  re- 
men  and  anodynes,  prescribed  for  them,  tirement,  not  only  knowing  nothing  of 
The  old  plan  of  treatment  was  not  the  re$  angutta  domi,  but  actually  in 
always  unsuccessful,  any  more  than  is  circomstances  which  permitted  him  to 
the  later  mode  of  procedure  constantly  keep  a  hunting  stud  for  his  son  !  The 
successful,  in  arresting  the  disease.  I  son  of  this  captain,  who,  it  might  be 
have  seen  spontaneous  gangrene  cease  fairly  said,  kept,  back  from  one  of  his 
to  make  progress  under  beef-steaks  and  suraeons  half  his  fee,  and  attempted  to 
liondon  porter  to  the  stomach,  and  hot  tricK  the  other,  ruining  his  charac- 
spirits  of  turpentine  to  the  mortified  toe;  ter  as  a  professional  man  at  the  same 
and  I  have  known  the  disease  continue  time — the  son  of  this  man  hunted  twice 
its  destructive  course  under  the  most  or  thrice  a  week  ! 
soothing  local  applications^and chicken-  Had  Mr.  Baker  been  unquestionably 
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miBtnken  in  bis  practice,  (and  there  is  inrestigatioii  before  the  Board  of  Guar- 
not  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect  that  dians  relative  to  the  neglect  of  the  di^ 
the  result  would  have  been  other  than  trict  medical  officers,  in  which  I  was 
it  was,  had  different  measures   been  summoned  as  the  medical   evidence, 
taken  from  the  first)  I  still  maintain  My  treatment  having  been  very  exten- 
that  it  was  neither  fair  nor  seemly  in  sively   and   illiberally   canvassed,   in 
any  of  his  professional  brethren   to  addition  to  personal  insult,  I  shall  be 
come  forward  against  him :  there  was  particularljr  obliged  by  your  inserting 
no  principle  of  public  justice  involved  the    subjomed  in  your  valuable   pe- 
in  Mr.  Baker's  procedure.    Had  Cap-  riodical  as  early  as  convenient 
tain  Lowe  died  of  senile  gangrene,  as  Jan.  15,  1845.— About  8  o'clock  m 
he  happily  recovered,  is  it  not  notorious  the  evening,  I  (as  the  nearest  surgeon) 
that  the  disease  is  little  under  the  con-  was  called  to  the  wife  of  David  Fleming, 
trol  of  treatment  of  any  kind  ?    Let  us  labourer,  of  Rond.    Upon  my  arrival 
see  what  Mr.  Lawrence  himself  says  I  found  the  woman  (as  stated  in  my 
on   the  subject :    "  Very  commonly,"  evidence)  "  all  but  dead,"  lying  upon 
says  that  gentleman,   "from  the  part  her  back:  blanched  countenance,  cold 
at  which  it  begins,'  it  extends  further ;  extremities,  pulseless  at  wrist,  the  heart 
so  that  generally,  when  you  see  an  oc-  acting  very  feebly,  &c,  the  effects  of 
eurrence  of  the  Kind,  you  will  find  that  severe  uterine  hamorrhage  attendant 
the  patient  will  die  from  it,  although  upon  an  abortion  between  the  third  and 
the  mortification  in  the  first  instance  fourth  month  (near  the  latter).    Upon 
should  appear  very  slight."*    But,  sup-  examination,  I  fonnd  the  foetus  nad 
posin g  Mr.  Baker  to  have  been  palpably  escaped,  the  placenta  partial!  v  detached^ 
wrong,  we  ask-*Do  mistakes  never  oc-  the  remainder  morbidlv  adherent,  no 
eur  in  the  practice  of  hospital  surgeons  P  uterine  action,  hiemorrhage  still  con- 
have  not  tumors  sprouting  from'  bones  tinning.    I  save  a  draught  of  Ammon. 
been  mistaken  for  aneurisms,  and  such  cPulv.  SecaleComut.,  ordered  warmth 
counsel  given,  as  led  to  the  ligature  to  the  extremities,  from  time  to  time 
5f  large  vessels,  with  no  less  a  con-  supported  her  with  brandy  and  water, 
sequence  than  loss  of  life  to  the  pa-  and  proceeded  to  extract  the  placenta 
tient  P     Has  not  a  trifling  degree  of  by  holding  the  fundus  uteri  with  my 
wry-neck,  dependent  on  onsfinal  con-  left  hand  just  over  the  pubis,  for  the 
formation  of  the  skeleton,  oeen  mia-  double  purpose  of  steadiness  and  nres- 
taken  for  wrv-neck  induced  by   con-  sure,  and,  with  the  fore-finger  of  my 
iraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  right,  endeavoured  to  detach  the  pla- 
und  perseverance  in  subcutaneous  see-  centa,  which,  with  the  aid  of  mv  middle 
tionsin  such  a  case  been  followed  by  in-  &nger,  I,  with  much  difficulty,  ulti- 
flammation  and  fever,  and  death ;  so  mately  did,  in  several  pieces,  many  not 
Chat  the  young  woman  who  had  left  larger  than  the  top  of  my  finger.    I 
her  home'  one  week  full  of  life  and  then  applied  pressure  by  a  compress 
hope,   was  carried  back  the  next,  a  .and  bandage,  put  her  into  bed,  con- 
aenseless  corpse  in  her  coffin  P  Shame  !  tinued  the  wannth  and  stimulus,  waited 
shame  upon  ns  !  that  we  should  be  a  long  time,  gave  an  opiate,  and,  when 
found  ready  at  the  bidding  of  any  I  could  safeW  do  so,  left  her.    I  have 
scurvy   wretch  who  would   keep  the  fortunately  since  had  the  after-treat- 
money  in  his  pocket,   to  attempt  to  ment  of  the  case,  which  conrasted  in 
prove  one  another  in  the  wrong  I  supporting  her  by  wine  and  nourish- 
I  remain,  sir,  ment,  and  fliving  her  Tinct.  Opii  c. 
A  Constant  Rbadbs.  Tinct  Ferrillydrochlor.  and  attending 

Feb.  ss,  1S45.  to   the   secretions,  under  which   the 

" woman    has    progressed    favourably, 

BOARDS  OF  GUARDIANS  AND  though  still  sufering  from  debility. 

DISTRICT  MEDICAL  OFFICERS.  In  this  case,  during  the  inveati^tioa 

I  was  personally,  and,  I  contend,  most 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medici  Gauiie.  unjustifiablv,  insulted  by  the  district 

g(,^  medical  officers  (Messrs.             ),  de- 

T«-    #v.ii««;««   ««.o.   /«,;♦!,    ^fh^^\  claring  that  "  they  did  not  believe  that 

The    fol  owing   cases   (with    others)  ^      «  had   miscarried  at  all" 

have  lately  been  the  subjects^  public  (^^hough  other  evidw^  Aan^  mine 

*  Lectoraa  in  Uacet,  iss9-ao,  y^.  i.  p.  498  ct  leq.  fully  proved  that  fact),  and  inquired  of 
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me  **  whether  I  had  erer  before  at«  The  second  case  is  that  of  Berijamln 

tended  an  abortion  P"   This  will  doubt-  Cheverton,  iabourer,  of  Rond,  to  whom 

less  meet  the  eyes  of  many  of  my  hos-  I  was  called  March  12th,  1844,  aeraveU 

pfital  friends,  who,  daring  my  sojourn  pit  having  foundered  upon  him,  whereby 

among  them,  desiniated  me  ''the  mid-  ne  sustained  dislocation  of  the  ankle- 

wifery  man ;"  and  1  have  the  dei-ns  et  joint,  with  fracture  (as  usual)  of  the 

tutamen  of  holding  the  honorary  cer-  malleolus  intemus.    I  reduced  the  dis- 

tifieate   of  my  justly-respected,  and  location,  and   replaced  the  fractured 

highW  esteemed  friend  ana  instructor,  portion  of  bone,  then  placed  the  limb 

Dr.  F.  H.  Ramsbotham,  for  *Mhe  ^Ml  on  the  outside  (thigh  and  leg  flexed) 

nvmber  of  cases  of  difficulty  and  danger  with  a  splint,  upon  a  pillow :  my  object 

I  attended  whilst  one  of  the  accoucheurs  in  placing  the  limb  in  the  flexed  posi- 

attached  to  the  Tower  Hamlets  Dis-  tion  was  the  relaxation   of  all    the 

Emsary  as  a  medical  student  at  the  muscles,   and   more   particularly  the 

ondon  Hospital** ;   my  brother  stu-  flexor  longus,  digitalis  perforans,  and 

dents,  when  any  such  occurred,  kindly  tibialis  posticus,  the  tendons  of  which 

sending  for  me  to  assist.    I  would  not,  muscles,  as  every  surgeon  knows,  pass 

however,  for  an  instant  let  it  be  thought  round  the  inner  ankle,  whicb  in  this 

that  I '  am  presumptuous   enough  to  case  was  completely  fractured  o£    I 

arrogate  to  myself  a  greater  amount  of  attended  the  case  a  day  or  two,  when 

obstetric  knowledge  tnan  ought  to  be  one  of   the  district   medical  officers 

possessed  by  every  practitioner.   Aeain,    (not  a  surgeon),  Mr.  H T took 

ft  was  urged  **  that  1  oueht  to  have  charge  of  the  case.  He  then  made  some 
waited;  had  I  done  so^  the  placenta  very  unjust  and  illiberal  observations  as 
would  have  been  spontaneously  ex-  to  my  incompetency  to  reduce  a  disloca- 
pelled  :**  or  else  **  I  ought  to  have  used  tion,  or  set  a  fracture,  said  that  my 
the  plug" — that  being  the  practice  treatment  was  all  wrong,  and  placed 
they  (the  medical  officers)  would  have  the  limb  in  the  extended  position,  upon 
adopted.  To  which  T  replied,  "  then  Macintyre's  apparatus,  which  he  fas- 
yoti  would  have  killed  the  woman ;"  as,  tened  to  the  bedstead,  tightly  ban* 
first,  far  too  much  time  had  elapsed  daginc^  the  limb  upon  it,  in  which  po- 
prior  to  assistance  being  procured ;  and  sition  he  kept  it  for  three  weeks  of  (in 
the  placenta  itself,  or  rather  a  larse  my  opinion)  invaluable  time,  as  re- 
portion  of  it,  was  so  very  ''morbidly  gardea  the  integrity  of  the  joint,  during 
adherent" — a  term  much  cavilled  at,  which  time,  upon  each  removal  of  the 
but  which  I  submit  is  correct — that  bandage,  the  fractured  malleolus  was 
there  was  very  little  probability,  if  alwavs  found  considerably  displaced, 
anv,  of  its  bein^  spontaneously  ex-  At  the  expiration  of  this  period,  the 
pelled ;  there  being  no  uterine  action,  precise  position  and  treatment  which  I 
and  the  extent  and  strength  of  the  in  the  first  instance  had  recourse  to 
adhesion  being,  I  contend,  proved  by  was  re-adopted ;  the  poor  fellow  suf- 
the  extraction  in  many  small  pieces;  ferine  for  a  long  time  from  extensive 
as  I  much  question  the  possibiHty  of  sloughing  of  the  sole  of  the  foot,  the 
any  man  being  able  to  do  in  the  ab-  prolMible  cause  of  which  it  is  not  for 
sence  of  all  uterine  contraction,  irre-  metosay — whether  the  tight  bandaging 
gular  or  otherwise,  unless  the  placenta  mig^t  have  given  rise  to  it  "  is  a  mat- 
be  morbidly  adherent  And  secondly,  ter  altogether  of  opinion."  Suffice 
relative  to  the  use  of  the  tampon :  it  to  say,  that  in  the  after  treatment  no 
having  seen  it  adopted  in  several  cases,  strapping  (and  but  a  modification  of  a 
in  some,  I  think,  with  absolute  disad-  banaage),  nor  passive  motion,  &c.  was 
vantage,  the  women,  in  three  or  four  employed,  and  now  the  man  has  anky- 
instances,  having  gone  into  a  state  of  losisof  the  ankle-joint,  with  considera- 
collapse  from  internal  hnmorrhaee,  ble  displacement  of  the  malleol.  in- 
though  not  a  drop  flowed  extemaliy.  tern. ;  in  short,  he  is  a  cripple  for  life. 
I  therefore  bv  no  means  should  have  I  reallv  fear,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I  have 
felt*  myself  Justified  in  exposing  mv  too  much  trespassed  upon  your  valua- 
patient  to  ariskwhich,  haditoccurreo,  ble  space.  I  have  been  as  brief  as 
must  have  proved  fiital  to  her  under  possible,  consistent  with  accurate  detail, 
the  before-aetaikd  extreme  eircum-  outastheaffidrdoesnotaloneinvolvemy 
stances.  personal  interest,  (as  also  from  its  having 
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been  publicly  investigated)  I  trust  you  parent,  and  carrying  wlth-them  the  cett« 

will  excuse  the  length,  and  give  it  early^  wall  of  the  parent,  pass  off  in  certain 

insertion .  directions,  and  under  various  forms,  ae« 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  cording  to  the  texture  or  organ  of  whidi 

Respectfully  yours,  their  parent  forms  a  part. 

J.  J.  E.  FoBTEB,  Surgeon,  &c.  "  Tnere  is  one  form  in  which  nutria 

Godstaiii,  isieof  Wig^ht,  tive  centres   are   arranged,   both   in 

Feb.  28, 1S45.  healthy  and  morbid  parts,  which  ia 

— frequently  alluded  to  m  the  following 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS,  chapters,  and  which  may  be  named  a 

germinal  membrane.     In  a  germinal 

„,.    ^         ^    ^  „                  11-*—  membrane,  the  nutritive  or  germinal 

••L'antcur  se  tue  k  allongrer  ce  qne  le  lectenr  ae  «^_*,^„  _  '  .••«««<wi  •*  ^^.«»i  tL-  »•:. 

tue  k  abrfg«r.»'-D»ALiiMBE»T.  centres  are  arranged  at  eq^ual  or  vana- 

ble  distances,  and  in  certain  directionsi 

i!.^''l'.^^lL^^^'[P''.^^l'^l^^^  occasionally  found  to  break  up  into 


Royal  College  *^^"  '**'«  "  ***  perceivea,  mat  a  ger- 

of  Surgeons.      Edinburg^h :     MylVs  Sdf  SesTatl^^^^^^ 

Macphail.    London :  Simpkin,  Mar-  J^-  SL  meSncTbit^^^ 

shall,  and  ^o.  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^j^^j^  ^^^j^.  ^^^^^^^ 

The  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh  in  its  substance  as  the  germinal  centres, 
are  fortunate  in   having  secured  toe        **  Germinal  membranes  are  only  met 

services  of  two  such  able  observers  in  with  on  the  free  surfaces  of  parts  or 

Shysiology  and  pathology,  as  the  organs.  One  surface  of  the  membrane 
iessrs.  Goodsir.  is  therefore  attached, .  and  is  applied 
The  present  work  comprises  the  fol-  ui>on  a  layer  of  areolar  texture,  inter- 
lowing  subjects : — centres  of  nutrition ;  mixed  with  a  more  or  less  rich  network 
— the  structure  and  functions  of  the  in-  of  capillary  vessels.  The  other  surface 
testinal  villi ; — absorption,  ulceration,  is  free,  and  it  is  on  it  only  that  the  de- 
and  the  structures  engaged  in  these  veloped  or  secondary  cells  of  its  ger- 
processes ;  the  process  of  ulceration  in  minal  spots  are  attached.  These  se- 
ar tic  ular  cartilage;  secreting  structures;  condary  cells  are  at  first  contained  be- 
serous  membranes;  structure  of  lym-  tween  the  two  layers  of  the  membrane, 
phatic  glands ;  structure  of  the  human  these  lavers  being  the  opposite  walls  of 
placenta ;  structure  and  economy  of  each  of  its  component  cells.  When 
Done ;  besides  some  anatomical,  zoolo-  fully  developed,  the  secondary  cells 
gical,  and  pathological  observations,  carry  forward  the  anterior  layer,  which 
confirmatory  of  the  centres  of  nutrition  is  always  the  thinnest,  leaving  the  nu- 
and  of  secretion.  ^  ^  clei  or  terminal  centres  in  the  sub- 
By  centres  of  nutrition  are  under-  stance  of  the  posterior  layer,  in  oloae 
stood  certain  minute  cellular  parts  ex-  contact  with  the  blood-vessels." 
isting  in  the  textures  and  organs.  They  In  describing  the  intestinal  villi, 
are,  accordingly,  of  two  kmds  \  those  some  very  clear  and  interesting  obser- 
which  are  peculiar  to  the  textures,  and  vations  arc  made  in  refi;ard  to  digestion : 
those  which  belong  to  the  organs.  Mr.  J.  Goodsir  is  led  to  believe  that 
Those  of  the  former  are  generally  per-  absorption  by  growth  and  solution  is 
manent,  while  those  in  tne  latter  are,  the  process  which  actually  takes  place, 
in  most  instances,  peculiar  to  their  em-  Hence  "  the  vesicular  extremity,  like 
bryonic  stage,  and,  either  disappear,  or  the  spongiole  of  the  root  fibril,  is  the 
break  up  into  the  various  centres  of  the  primitive  nutritive  centre  of  the  villus, 
textures  of  which  the  organs  are  com«  The  villus  originates  in  a  celL  During 
.posed: —  the  development  of  the  villus,  thisjBpot 
**  A  nutritive  centre,  anatomically  con-  or  cell  was  employed  only  in  procunng 
sidered,  is  merely  a  cell,  the  nucleus  of  materials  for  tne  growth  of  toe  organ, 
which  is  the  permanent  source  of  sue-  In  the  perfect  animal  the  formative 
cessive  broods  of  voung  cells,  which  function  of  the  spot  ceases ;  its  action 
from  time  to  time  fill  the  cavity  of  thefar  becomes  periodical,  active  during  di- 
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geation,  at  rest  daring  the  intervals  of  oireulation,  &iotiejrapidly,bat<aeooiding 
that  process.  The  same  function  is  to  ordintury  laws." 
|)erformed,  the  same  force  is  in  action,  At  page  83  a  curious  mistake  is 
and  the  same  organ,  the  cell,  is  pro-  pointed  out  into  which  Mr.  Erasmus 
vided  for.  absorption  of  alimentary  Wilson  has  fallen  as  regards  the  ecAi/io- 
matters  in  the  embryo  and  in  the  adult,  coccus  ^ffminiM,  There  can  be  no 
in  the  plant  and  in  the  aniauU.  The  doubt,  according  to  our  authors,  that  the 
spongioks  of  the  root,  the  vesicles  of  tekinococcut  described  by  Mr.  Wilson 
the  villus,  the  last  Layer  of  cells  on  the  in  a  paner  read  before  the  Royal  Medi- 
intcmal  membrane  of  the  included  cal  ana  Chirurgical  Societv,  and  of 
velk,  or  the  cells  which  cover  the  vasa  which  an  abstract  was  published  in  the 
lutea  of  the  dependent  yellL,  and  the  Medical  Gazbttb  for  1844,  is  of  one 
cells  which  cover  the  tufts  of  the  pla-  and  the  same  species  with  the  Aeepku' 
centa,  are  the  parts  of  the  organism  in  locytiit  armatus.  The  bodies  defined 
which  the  alimentary  matters  first  form  as  the  echinocooci,  and  which  are  at- 
a  part  of  that  organism,  and  undergo  tached  to  the  internal  surface  of  the 
the  fivst  steps  of  the  organising  pro-  membrane,  are  merely  the  young  ace- 
cess."  phalocysts  either  of  the  secondary  or 

The  following  are  his  views  with  tertiai^  st^es  of  development ;  secon- 

reference  to  ulceration  :^  dary,  if  found  growing  from  the  walls 

**  A  rapidly  extending  ulcerated  sur-  of  the  original  containing  sac.  The 
face  appears'  as  if  the  textures  were  animal  is  dierefore  an  ace^halocyst, 
scooped  out  by  a  sharp  instrument  and  not  an  echinoccus. 
The  textures  are  separated  from  the  A  spirit  of  minute  and  accurate  re- 
external  medium  hj  a  thin  film.  This  search  characterises  the  whole  series  of 
film  is  cellular  in  its  constitution,  and  observations, 
so  fir  it  is  analogous  to  the  epidermis  _ 
or  epithelium.  It  is  a  peculiarly  en-  _,  ^  ^__  .  «  ri  t?  -d  ^ 
dowed  cellular  layer,  which  takes  up  EiemenUofPhyncs.  ByC  F.Pkschbl, 
progressively  the  place  of  the  subjacent  Pnncipal  of  the  Royal  Military  Col- 
textures,  these  being  prepared  for  di».  ^^ge  at  Dresden,  and  translated  from 
solution,  either  by  the  state  of  the  syt-  ^^^  German,  with  Notes,  by  E.  West. 
4em,  the  condirion  of  the  part,  or  by  Illustrated  with  diagrams  and  wood- 
some  influence  induced  by  the  conti-  C"^-  *^*''  ^-  Ponderable  Bodies. 
guity  of  the  new  formation.  Carrying  12mo.  pp.  30/. 
out,  therefore,  the  principles  at  present  A  centurt  and  a  half  has  elapsed  since 
t«garded  as  regulating  the  reciprocal  Natural  Philosophy,  in  its  extended 
Imtctions  of  textcures  and  vessels,  the  sense,  as  the  study  of  the  mechanical 
subjacent  textures  disappear  in  conse-  phenomena  of  the  universe,  was  deemed 
quenceof  a  disturbance  of  their  own  an  indispensable  attainment  by  the  me- 
forees,  conseauent  upon  the  appear-  dical  man,  who  originally  obtained  the 
-ance  of  new  rorces  residing  in  the  eel-  title  physician,  from  his  acquaintance 
lular  layer.  The  disturbance  and  with  the  principles  of  physics, 
.mduai  annihilation  of  the  natural  About  the  aboTc  period,  the  mathe- 
forces  residing  in  die  subjacent  tex-  matical  sect,  which  had  originated  with 
tares  is  indicated  by  the  gradual  dis-  Borelli,  was  illustrated  by  Harvey,  and 
appearance  of  these.  That  new  forces,  sjrstematized  by  Bellini,  expired  with 
•not  formerly  existing  in  the  part,  are  Pitoaim,  Mead,  and  Fieind.  Borelli's 
developed,  appears  from  the  formation  explanation  of  the  muscular  move- 
of  the  cells  of  the  cellular  layer.  As  ments,  a  series  of  mathematical  propo- 
these  appear  in  rapid  succession,  and  sitions,  is  replete  with  sci^tific  truth, 
disappear  as  rapidly,  the  sobjaoent  and  may  be  studied  by  the  anatomical 
textures  also  disappear,  either  by  pre-  physiologist  at  the  present  day  with 
vious  solution  and  subsequent  absorp-  advantage.  iThough  this  mechanical 
tion  by  the  properties  and  powers  of  school  of  medicine  has  b6en  Ion?  justly 
the  former;  or  under  the  peculiar  cir-  exploded,  it  is  notwithstanding  mcum- 
cumstances  of  inflammatory  action  by  bent  upon  every  student  who  is  nmbi- 
themdrevigordus  growth  of  the  former,  tious  of  becoming  an  accomplished 
monopoUaini^  the  resources  of  the  part,  physician  to  make  himself  familiar 
the  latter  dissolving  and  disappearing  with  the  laws  of  nature  that  gdvem 
by  the  usual  ohannels  of  the  returning  the  material  elements -which  exercise 

901.— XXXV.                                   .  2  Y 
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incessantinfluences  on  the  living  frame,  ceraed,  to  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 

The  little  work  of  Peschel  affords  a  and  Surgeons  in  Edinburgh, 

convenient  manual  to  medical  men  for  rru     :  i  *      j     •    t         e 

learning  the  principles  of  this  impor-  T^,^  "^'''  ^"^  privilege  of  examining 

tant  preliminary   science.      The  part  *"^  licensing  practitioners  in  surgery 

now  published,  under  the  title  Ponder-  and  pharmacy,  was  conferred  upon  the 

ableBodies,  treats  of  what  other  writers  faculty  by  Royal  Charter  upwards  of 

r«l!lno!!^ift^r''«n'?^^^^                     r""'  t WO  hundred  y Cars  ago,  sccurcd  to  them 

instance,  after  an  mtroductd^y  section  -            ,,•'          ?.«       .,^ 

on  the  physical   properties  of  bodies,  afterwards  by  acU  of  the  Scottish  Par- 
physical  forces  in  general,  molecnlar  liament,  and  very  recently  by  decisions 
attractions,  and  gravitation,    he    dis-  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
cusses,  in  section  2   the  laws  of  mo-  ■    ^g  |,elieve  that  no  just 'complaint 
tion  m  general,  including  gravity,  de-  *                ,                 j     J  xt.  •    i      • 
scent  on  inclined  planes,  projectiles,  ^^«  ^^^''  ^^«°  "^S^^  ^^  '^"^  ^a^^ff 
motion  round  a  centre,  &c.     In  the  3(1  exercised  in  an  improper  manner  the 
section,  the  doctrines  of  the  pendulum,  power  thus  granted  to  them.    On  the 
and  the  mechanical  powers,  are  treated  contrary,  their  constant  aim  has  been 
of,  under  the  singular  title  of  Solid  Bo-  ^     ,        <?«.*!         i.v          j  *       •     .u 
dies.    The  sections  on  non-elastic  and  ^°  ^^"^^^  ^^'^  P"^^^^'  ^"^  *^  ^'^"^  ^^^ 
elastic  fluids   will  probably  be  found  stains  and  character  of  the  medical 

to  be  the  most  interesting  by  the  medi-  profession  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability, 
cal  world.     Vibrations  and  acoustics  The  curriculum  of  study,  they  main- 
constitute  the  subjects  of  the  6th  and  ^„-    ^  l„„  „i,„„„„Ko^„  ««  r.^ii  ««^  ««^ 
7th,  or  last,  section.  ^'"'    ^"^  ^^^^>^  ^^^"^  ^  ^"^^  ^""^  ^°'»- 

plete,  and  the  examinations  as  strict,  as 

~  those  of  any  other  licensing  body  in 

MEDICAL  CxAZETTE.  '^'  ^Z^""^'   "^I*"'  *""''"*  '"^  Z' 

spec  table  corporation,  we    may  add, 

Fridai,,  March  7,  1845.  possesses  a  spacious  hall,  a  valuable 

and  extensive  library,  and  a  well  en- 

"  Licet  omnibus,  licet  etiam  mihi,  di^itatem  dowed   fund    for   the    support   of    thc 

Artit  MediCiX  tiieri;  potestas  modo  veniendi  in  _ .•  i            ^j         v           r  i.              u 

publicum  Bit,  dicendi  pericuium  non  recu«o."  Widows  and  orphans  of  its  members. 

CicBRo.  We   therefore  regard  the  intended 

withdrawal  of  its  privilege  as  a  serioos 

THE  FACULTY  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  hardship,  fraught  with  most  hazardous 

SURGEONS  OF  GLASGOW.  consequences  to  the  medical  school  of 

It  was  proposed  in  the  draught  of  the  Glasgow,  inasmuch  as  it  may  be  natu- 

bill  of  last  session  to  associate  the  Fa-  '^Uy  supposed  that  students  will  herc- 

culty  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  a***"  '■«««^'*  <^^*«^y  ^  *^^  P^**^^  ^o"" 

Glasgow  with  the  University  of  that  medical  education  where  they  can  like- 

city,  in  examining  for  the  degrees  of  wise  obtain  the  license  to  practise, 

bachelor  and  doctor  of  medicine.    The  ^«  ^'•^»  moreover,  disposed  to  doubt 

faculty  was  to  be  styled  the  Royal  Col-  whether  the  contemplated  act,  origi- 

lege   of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  mating,  it  is  said,  in  Irish  jealousy,  be 

Glasgow.    The  proposition  was  made  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  respect  an  infringement  of 

in  the  belief  that  the  said  faculty  had  ^**«  treaty  of  Union  between  the  two 

in  the  four  adjacent  counties  power  to  kingdoms.    It  is  there  stated  that  no 

license  practitioners  in  medicine  as  well  alteration  should    be    made    in   laws 

as  in  surgery,  which  is  not  the  fact,  which  concerned  private  right,  except 

Sir  James  Graham  therefore  thinks  it  ^^r    evident    utility    of    the    subjects 

on  the  whole  better  to  withdraw  that  within  Scotland.    Now  it  is  undeniable 

provision,  and  to  give  the  sole  power  of  ^^^  the  peculiar  privilege  in  question 

licensing,  so  far  as  Scotland  is  con-  «  Memorial  of  December,  1844. 
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was  held  by  the  Faculty  of  Physicians  do  something  of  the  same  kind  for 
and  Surgeons  long  an  tenor  to  the  year  Glasgow?  Might  not  an  assessor  be 
1707,  the  date  of  the  Union ;  and  we  sent  thither  at  stated  periods  from  the 
would  humbly  suggest  whether  its  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  in- 
abrogation  be  not  more  likely  I0  prove  vested  with  the  power  of  licensing 
a  source  of  detriment  than  advantage  practitioners  in  medicine  and  surgery, 
to  one  of  the  most  important  cities  of  conjointly  with  the  examiners  of  the 
the  empire.  Glasgow  has  a  population  above  faculty^  since  it  is  only  in  so  fax 
of  900,000,  which  is  rapidly  increasing,  as  general  practitioners  are  concerned 
It  is  the  seat  of  a  famous  university,  that  their  authority  extends  ?  In  this 
and  of  a  long-established  school  of  point  of  view,  the  circumstance  of  thei? 
medicine.  It  has  a  general  hospital,  beipga  mixed  constituency,  made  up 
containing  nearly  500  beds,  in  which,  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  should 
during  the  last  fourteen  years,  3,500  rather  operate  beneficially  than  other- 
patients  have  been  treated  annually,  wise.  The  necessary  elements  already 
and  where,  for  a  considerable  time  past,  exist  for  furnishing  a  suitable  board  to 
clinical  instructions  in  medicine  and  examine  and  license  the  candidate  in 
«nrgery  have  been  regularly  given  to  physic  and  surgery.  Of  course  it  would 
a  large  concourse  of  students.  There  be  incumbent  on  the  assessor  to  see 
are  other  smaller  hospitals,  and  nume-  that  the  curriculum,  and  other  requi^ 
rous  dispensaries  for  the  cure  of  the  ntions  enjoined  by  the  Council  of 
sick  and  diseased  poor.  Glasgow  has  Health,  were  rigorously  observed. 
an  extensive  and  flourishing  sea-port.  From  the  contemplated  changes  we 
and  being  situate  in  the  centre  of  min-  anticipate  nothing  short  of  a  rapid  and 
ing,  manufacturing,  and  mechanical  irremediable  decline  of  the  medical 
works  of  great  magnitude  and  variety,  school  of  Glasgow.  The  regius  pro- 
aerious  accidents  are  daily  occurring  lioBSor  of  surgery  is,  we  perceive,  to  be 
which  call  for  the  most  prompt  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Health, 
skilful  appliances  of  surgery.  Hence  Should  our  gloomy  forebodings  be 
ample  opportunities  are  afibrded  the  realised,  he  will,  no  doubt,  find  ample 
atudent  of  acqniring  a  th(Ht)ugh  and  time  for  fulfilling  in  person  the  duties 
practical  knowledge  of  his  profession,  of  his  metropolitan  appointment 

On  the  grounds,  thetefore,  of  long       This,  however,  is  no  light  matter. 

undisturbed  tenure  on  the  one  hand,  On  the  contrary,  it  is  one  entitled  to 

and  of  probable  detriment  to  the  com-  the  deepest  thought.      We  therefore 

munity  on  the   other,  do  we   argue  trust  that  the  legislature,  before  taking 

against  the  proposed  withdrawal  of  any  decided  step,  will  weigh  well  the 

their  license  from  the  Faculty  of  Phy-  probable  consequences  which  may  re- 

fiicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow.  suit  from  annihilating  the  existence  of 

To  the  objection  that  this  faculty  so  useful  a  body  as  the  Faculty  of  Phy- 

is   an  anomalous  body,  composed  of  sicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow.    The 

the  two  classes  united,  we  attach  no  spirit  of  common  justice  opposes  its 

weight.  being  thus   immolated,   while   other 

If  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  institutions,  more  influential  it  is  true, 

make  a  special  provision  in  favour  of  though  not  a  whit  more  deserving  of 

Oxford  and  Cambridge,  "  those  twins  of  consideration,  are  still  to  be  upheld  in 

learning,"  where  medicine  heretofore  their  special  rights  and  immunities, 
has  been  confessedly  taught  in  a  very 
loose  and  incomplete  manner,  why  n6t  "'^ 
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HINTS  TO  'MEDICAL  :rOtJRNALISTS.  «d  fai  the  Momiu  de  I^ree  et  'de  Omwk 

.  aoD  from  30t  to  nearly  87  per  thouaaad. 

London    has    three    weekly   medical  The  annaal  rate  of  mortality  amongst 

journals,  condacted  with  great  ability,  persons  at  liberty,  in  the  different  coi&itriea 

ra  :  '*  The  London  Medical  Gazette,"  and  cities  in  which  these  prisons  are  sfCa& 

"  the  London  Lancet"  and  the  '*  Lon^  ated,  and  at  the  periods  of  life  of  prisqiiei»« 

don  TimesJ'    Of  these,  the  two  latter  has  varied  very  little  from  15  per  thousand, 

occupy  antagonist  positions,  and  may  The  excess  of  mortality  has  been  much 

be  said  to  represent  opposite  parties  or  gtt^ttr  m  some  prisons  thin  in  others  %  tmt 

factions  of  the  profestton  in  that  me-  ^  •^^  "^  ^  «?»  ^  mortaUty  is  no 

tropolis.    Accordingly,  we  find,  mixed  »«»^  <»f  the  di^m  which  the  health  of 

up  with  muoh  valuable  matter,  a  large  ^  P^^^LIfJ^!™^^^  ^& 

Jnount  of  a  different  stamp-very  in-  ™;  ^^  JSS^^fSS?  ^  ^w 

teresting,  no  doubt,  to  the  pbysicians  S^^e2!kS;,^t  of  aU  ^ms  o'f 

Irtid  surgeons  of  London,  but  about  as  ^son  discipline  and  internal  prison  arrange- 

inach  so  to  ns  in  the  United  Stet^,  as  ^g^ts,  which  greatly  afiect  the  iramber  of 

our  Corporation,    County    and   State  deaths  occurring  in  prisons.    The  most  im- 

politics,  are    to  our  brethren  on  the  portant  of  these  circumstances  are,  1st,  the 

other  side  of  the  Atlantic.    The  dis-  extent  to  which  the  practice  is  carried  of 

cussions  on  ''  Sir  James  Graham's  Bill,"  granting  pardon  to  convicts  in  failing  health ; 

"  Medical  Reform^"  the  fitness  or  un-  2d,  the  degree  of  predisposition  to  disease  of 

fitness  of  the  last  appointment  at  St.  the  c^  of  persons  forming  the  popnIatioB 

Bartholomew's,  SL  Tnomas's,  at  Guy's,  of  the  prison ;  3d,  the  length  of  confinement 

"Movement  of  the  Profession,"  "Great  ^Wch   the   prisoners   undergo;    and  fth, 

meeting  at  Leeds,"  "  at  Manchester,"  <heir  UabiUty  to  endemic  and  epidemic  dis- 

ftc.  &c?,  with  taany  other  things  two-  «*^  ^^  ^  *J»  mUuttion  ofthe  primn. 

per  to  London,  are  alWery  well  Tftthdr  The  high  rate  of  mortahty  whidi  pn- 

place,  but  to  American  pllysicians  they  "^°^J1^"^  ".  "^Jlf^TL  le  »' 

»        '     ,              v  !•  A*          M  *i.^  ^^.^*.  punishment,  and  is  not  owing  to  tne  un^ 

are  nearly  as  cabalistic  as  « the  sewet  g^ti^ess  if  the  dass  wfaencelrimfaials  are, 

BCience  of  Ihe  Jtws."  —  Philadelphia  ^^^^^  most  part,  derived.    This  is  proved 

Examtuer.  |,y  the  increased  mortality  which  attends  an 

increased  duration  of  imprisonment,  and  by 
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'SOCIETY  tality  in  English  prisons  with  the  rates  of 

mortality  of  the  population  of  liverpool,  the 

Tuesday,  February  »th,  1945.  most  unhealthy  town  m    England.      The 

Mr.  Stawley,  Piresident,  in  1^  Chair.  mortality  of  personsof  the  ages  of  15  to  70, 

^__^  in  Liverpool,  during  1841,  was  18  perthoo- 

.  sand  living.    But  the  annual  ratio  of  deaths 

On  the  Mortality  tn  PHmiw,  and  the  Die-  amongst  the  prisoners  in  the  county  prisons 

eaeea  mmt  frequently  fatal  to  Prieonere.  <,f  England  ha^  been  nearty  23  per  ttaou- 

By  William  Balt,  M.D.  Physician  to  gan^.  uoongst  those  confined  in  the  Mil^ 

Millhank  Prison,  and  Leccurer  on  Foren-  1,,^^  Penitentiary  at  all  periods  of  imprison- 

sic  Medicine  at  8t.  Bartholomew's  Hos-  ment,  ncariy  31  per  thousand;  andamongrft 

P^-  those  passing  tlinrogh  the  tfahrd  year  of  their 

This  paper,  of  which  only  an  abstract  was  confinement  in  that  institntioo,  mors  than 

read,  contains  the  results  of  an  inquiry  into  52  per  thousand.    . 

'£he  rate  of  mortality,  and  the  nature  of  the  In  America,  France,  and  Switzerland,  as 

more  prevalent  diseases  in  the    Millhank  well  as  in  England,  the  proportion  of  destifs 

Penitentiary,  and  other  penal  estahlishments,  occurring  anouaUj  has  been  muoh  greater 

during  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  amongst  criminals  in  prisons  than  amongst 

The  annual  rate  of  mortality  in  the  dlf-  persons  of  a  corresponding  dass  of  society 

ferent  prisons  of  England,  calculated  ffhim  out  of  prison. 

the  average  number  of  prisoners,  and  the  The  diseases  to  which  this  uicreSsed  rste 

number  of  deaths,  exclusive  of  the  deaths  of  mortality  has  been  chiefly  due  in  the  Mill- 

Yrom  Asiatic  cholera,  has  ranged  from  15|  bank  Penitentiary,    and  all  prisons  where 

'per  thousand  to  nearly  39  per  thousand;  in  criminals  are  confined  for  long  periods,  afe 

the  state  prisons,  or  penitentiaries,  of  the  the  various  fbrms  of  tuberoolarRrofttla,  and 

United  States,  from  19  to  39  per  thousand;  especially  tuheroular  phthisis.      No  other 

and  in  Switzerland  from  25  to  35  per  thou-  class  of  diseases  has  produced  uniformly  in 

sand.    In  France,  the  mortality,  including  all  prisons  a  higher  ratio  of  deaths,  than  the 

deaths  from  Asiatic  cholera,  has  ranged,  in  same  dass  of  diseases  causes  amongst  per- 

the  hulks,  from  39§  to  55^  per  thousand,  sons  at  liberty ;  whilst  the  mortality  from 
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ttmy  diMMe#ll.leiiiuiprboostban«inoB^t  the  hotlUk  oi  priioiien,  iMtt.iboii:  pinodt 

t^  free  population.    J91ven  whpre  eii4eniiQ  fraquent^v  prove  advaotageoua,  as  shewn  bjr. 

diseases  have  been  prevalent,  ow^lg  to  the  Dr.  Baly  a  oVserva^px^     He  (Dr.  W.)  also. 

unhealthy,  site  of  the  prygon,  the  great  excess  agreed  with  the  author  aa  to  the  frequeocy 

of  mortality  haa  atiU  been  caused  by  tuber-  of  phthisis  and  bewel  complaints.;   indeed, 

cplar  diseases.  at.  the  Penitentiary,,    consumptipn  seemed 

The  causes  wjbicbhave.r9ndered  tubercular,  lately  to  have  been,  the  most  fatal  disease, 

disease  so  frequent  aQ4  s^  ftital  in  prisons,  ampngat  the  inmates,      The  parliameatfu'y  • 

ajre*  in  the  author's,  opinion — Xst,  4efi^ient  report  for  1&44  stated  tiiat  of  the  eleven 

ventilation ;   2d,  cold ;  3d,  sedentjary  occu-.  deaths  met  with  in  that  pri^n  during  the 

pations,  and  want  of  active  bodily  eiercise ;  pwvioua.year,  seven  were  from  phthisia;  at  ■ 

4tb,  a  Ustleaat  if  not  dejected  st^te  of  n^ind ;  the- same  time,,  amongst  the  fourteen  crimi- 

and  5th,  poorness  of  the  <Uet«  nala  pardon^  on  account  of  impaired  bodily  * 

The  diet  in  the  MiUbanh  Penitentiary,  and  h^althj.  the>  majority  were   affected    witL 

la  the  American  prisons,  has  been,  more  pectoral  (^sease,  seven  being  phtbi^,  and 

abundant  than  that  of  the  agricultural  la-  one  pleurisy.      Again,  in  1842,  epidemic 

hourer.     But,  in  many  other  prisons,  tbe  dysentery  was  very  prevalent  in  the  Peni-. . 

aUowunoe  of  food  haa  been  very  scanty.  tentiary,  when  nine  deaths  occurred  from . 

•  In  respedwof  the  diet»  apd  also  of  the  that  disease.     He  ijaade  these  remarks  on 

ventilation  and  wanning,  a  great  improve-  purpose  to  ascertain^  whether   the  author 

ment  has  recently  been  made  in  the  prisons  coincided  with  him  that  the  mode  of  yenti- 

of  England,  and  it  is  to  be  eapected  that  lating  and  warmiogprisons  usu^ly  employed 

after  the  lapse  of  a  few  year»  a  great  ame-  materially  contributed  to  increase  pectoral 

lioration'  wiU  be  found  to  have  tajien  place-  diseases  amongst  the  inmates.    The  breath- . 

in  the  health  of  prisoners.  iug  of  hot  dry  air  irritates    the  mucous 

membrane  of  the  lungs,  produo^  cough, 

Dr.  Webster,  without  expressing  his  con-  and,  according  to  hia  (Dr.  W.'s).  opinion, 
Gnrrencein  aU  the  opinions  now  promulgated,  in  addition  to  the  mental  depression  of  pri* 
agreed  with  the  author  respecting  the  effecta  sonars,  this  dry  and  qverheated  atmosphere, 
pcoduced  upon  prisoners  when  only  con-  tended  to  bring  on  ooufumptioa,  espeioially 
fined  for  a  short  period,  who  often  left  the  iu  those  predisposed  to  that  complaint, 
prison  in  an  improved  state  of  healtl^  com-  Besides  local  causes,  the  food  consumed  had, 
pared  with  their  previous  oondxtion.  This,  he  thought,  much  influence  on  the  production, 
fact  had  been  generally  observed  in  gaols,  of  bowel  cpmplainta,  particularly  the  fre- 
and  he  would,  in  confirmation  qf  that  qnent  use  of  liquid  food,  such  aa  pea-soup ; 
opinion,  refer  to  the  results  met  with  during  perhaps  Dr.  Baly  would  state  his  views  to 
the  last  two  years  at  the  City  Bridewell,  aa  the  Society  on  these  points.  Although 
he  could  i^eak  on  the  subject  frqm  personal  the  author,  in  the  abstract  of  his  paper,  had 
knowledge.  The  Fellows,  of  course,  knew  only  alluded  to  the  bodily  diseases  affecting 
that  the  peraons  committed  to  this  prison  the  Penitentiary  inmates,  there  was  another 
ware  disaolnte  and  depraved  characters,  who  question  of  equal  importancei  to  wbich  he 
had  been  exposed  to  the  indemenoiee  of  the  (Dr.  W.)  would  wish  to  direct  attention,  }n 
weather,  and  often  to  the  want  of  food ;  order  to  learn  from  Dr.  Baly  how  far  the 
nevertheless,  most  of  them  leave  the  prison  mental  condition  of  the  criminals  was  af- 
iu  better  condition  than  at  their  committal,  fected  by  the  discipline  and  seclusion  of  the 
The  period  of  confinement  varies  from  a  few  prison,  when  they  were  placed  in  solitary 
days  to  three  months,  the  average  length  confinement.  This  was  an  important  sub- 
b^g  thirty  days.  To  prove  that  the  health  ject,  and  one  which  had  recently  occupied 
of  the  City  Bridewell  prisoners  is  not  the  attention  of  philanthropists  and  medical 
deteriorated  by  their  confinement,  he  (Dr.  men  in  this  country,  as  also  in  France  and 
W.)  would  remark,  that  duriug  1843,  when  America.  Dr.  Baly  might  feel  unwilling  to 
the  ooramitta&B  were  upwards  of  1,000,  only  reply  to  such  questions,  as  he  held  a  public 
sixteen  infirmary  cases  occurred,  and  one  appointment  under  goyemment  ;  but  he 
clsath ;  whilst  in  1844,  when  the  numbers  (Dr.  W.)  being  differently  situated,  consl- 
oommitted  amounted  to  nearly  1,150,  dered  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  men- 
there  was  only  one  death  during  the  year,  tion,  in  a  me4ioal  society  like  the  present, 
and  twenty-four  infirmary  cases,  most  of  a  few  facts  illustrative  of  the  influence 
them  being  trifling  complaints.  Properly  which  solitary  confinement  produced,  from 
speaking,  even  the  single  death  recorded  the  records  of  the  prison  to  which  Dr.  Baly 
ought  not  to  be  ascribed  to  the  prison  dis-.  is  attached.  In  1839,  according  to  parlia- 
oipUne,  since  the  patient  remained  fourteen  mentsry  reports,  three  in8l^le  patients  were 
days  in  Bridewell,  and  was  an  old  vagrant,  sent  from  the  Penitentiary  to  an  asylum ; 
who  laboured  under  fever  at  his  committal,  five  in  1840,  or,  taking  the  eighteen  months 
and  had  suffered  much  from  misery  and  prior  to  July,  1841,  when  the  solitary  sys- 
dastitutimi.    Long  confiinement  often  injures  tern  was  strictly  enforced,  fifteen  persona 
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became  insane ;  whereas,  dnrbg  the  svbse-  In  prisons  always  lessened  after  the  Ibartfi 

qnent  eighteen  months — ^that  is,  when  an  year,  and  inquired  if  any  cause  could  bo 

important  modification  took  place  in  the  assigned  for  this  circamstance.? 
prison  disciphne-^fiTe  insane  criminal  were        Dr.  Baly  observed,  that  it  was  a  fact,  that 

removed,  and  only  two  daring  the  year  em-  the  mortality  in  the  Penitentiary  was  leas  in 

braced  in  the  report  of  1S44.    This  remark-  the  fifth  than  the  fourth  year.      It  had  been 

ri>k  diminution  in  the  nnmber  of  Peniten-  noticed,  also,  hi  the  Bastera  Penitentiary 

tiary  hraiates  transferred  to  a  lanatic  asylum  of  America,  that  this  drcomstancc  obtained  ; 

Is  conclusive  on  the  subject,  as  it  occurred  and  in  this  institution,  also,  there  was  lea* 

subsequent  to  the  period  when  the  prohibi-  mortality  in  the  fourth  than  in  the  third 

tion  to    intercourse    was  limited  to  three  year.      He  explained  this  by  the  fbct  that 

months  after  admission,  the  prisoners  being  those  prisoners  who  were  liable  to  be  affected 

then  permitted  to  converse  with  two  or  three  with  scrofula  fell  a  vietim  to  that  disease 

other  prisoners  during  the  hours  of  exercise,  before  the  terminatioa  of  the  fourth  year. 

attention  being,  however,  paid  to  the  age.  Those  who  survived  that  period  were  not 

the  disposition,  and  offences  of  the  criminals  liable  to  be  thus  diseased, 
thus  allowed  to  associate  together.    Stronger        Dr.  Carsham  inquh^  how  long  a  time  it 

eridence  cannot  be  adduced  respecting  the  required  for  scrofula  to  develop  itself  Id 

effects    which  solitary   confinement  exerts  those  prisoners  in  whom  there  wtas  no  trace 

upon  the  minds  of  ignorant  or  depraved  in-  of  the  disease  previous  to  their  admission 

diriduals,  than  the  facts  just  stated.     He  into  the  Penitentiary  ? 
(Dr.  W.)  entertained  strong  opinions  upon        Dr.  Baly  replied  that  scrofula  began  to 

this  question,   and  considered  no  punish-  develop  itself  in  the  second  six  months' 

ment  so  severe  to  a  living  human  being  as  imprisonment,  and    increased   in    severity 

long-continued  seclusion  from  the  company  during  the  next  eighteen  months.    He  poa» 

of  his  fellow  creatures,  especially  to  unedu-  sessed  only  a  limited  number  of  facta  in 

cated  individuals,  often  devoid,  not  only  of  regard  to  this  question,  but  it  would  appear 

any  good  principles  to  fUl  back  upon  daring  that  the  disease  gradually  decHned  after  the 

their  solitude,  but  who  were,  instead,  fre-  second  year  of  its  existence, 
quently  the  slaves  of  their  own  evil  passions.        Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  inquired  what  was 

Dr.  Baly  observed  that  his  paper  had  re-  meant  by  scrofula,  in  the  paper  of  Dr.  Baly. 

ference  simply  to  the  effect  of  imprisonment  The  term  was  so  indefinite  that  he  wialied  to 

on  the  body,  and  he  therefore  should  refrain  know  in  what  way  it  was  employed, 
from  answering  Dr  Webster's  question  in        Dr.  Baly,  in  the  abstract,  had  referred 

reference  to  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement  tuberculous  scrofula  to  imprisonment.     He 

on  the  mind.     In  regard  to  the  influence  of  considered  this  disease  to  consist  of  a  deposit 

heated  air  in  the  production  of  phthisis,  in  of   tuberculous  matter    in    the   lymphatic 

the  Penitentiary,  cold  appeared  to  have  the  glands,  the  serous  membranes,  or  any  organ 

most  injurious  influence  on  the  prisoners,  of  the  body. 

He  could  not  trace  the  production  of  phthisiB        Mr.  Bossy,  in  reference  to  the  inquiry  of 

to  hot  air.     Facts  were,  however,  he  be-  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  remarked,  that  Dr.  Baly 

lieved,  on  record,  to  shew  that  hot  air  was  had  correctly  described    the    scrofula  de- 

injurious,  although,  as  yet,  he  was  aware  veloped    by    imprisonment   as    tubercular 

of  no  information  from  any  prison  which  cachexy.      It   shewed    itself   by  paleness, 

warranted  a  belief  that  it  caused  phthisis,  weakness,  and  general  debility  of  the  frame ; 

With  respect  to  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  he  and  these  were  so  marked  that  he  (Mr.  B.) 

felt  convinced,  when  these  diseases  were  pre-  could,  in  examining  a  nnmber  of  men,  eaaUy 

valent  for  any  lengthened  period,  that  they  determine  which  of  them  had  been. subjected 

were]  not  produced  by  the  kind    of  food  to  imprisonment.    Dr.   Webster   had    re- 

which  had  been  taken,  but  owed  their  origin  marked,  that  short  imprisonment  appeared 

to  some  peculiarity  of  the  locality  in  which  to  have  a  beneficial  influence  upon  health, 

the  prison  was  situated.     Liquid  and  poor  and  this  was  apparently  the  case,  for,  from 

diet,  though  they  would  not  originate,  ne-  want  of  exercise,  and  the  use  of  fluid  diet, 

vertheless  aggravated  these  dbeaaes.      He  there  would  be  an  increase  of  hi.    He  had 

had,  in  his  paper,  mentioned  mental  depres-  found,  however,  that  the  improvement  in 

sion  as  one  of  the  causes  of  'bodily  disease,  health  was  not  real,  for,  upon  putting  these 

and  this  depression,  of  course,  would  be  in-  persons  to  labour,  they  were  incapable  of 

creased  by  solitary  confinement.  muscular  exertion.    There  waa,  moreover,  a 

Dr.  Webster  did  not  refer  the  occurrence  loss  of  weight  in  them.    These  were  the 

of  phthisis  to  the  influence  of  hot  air,  but  it  persons  in   whom,  if   imprisonment  were 

might  produce    other  chest  affections,   as  continued,  tubercular  disease  would  develop 

bronchitis,     which     would    terminate    in  itself.     With  respect  to  the  prevalence  of 

phthisis.  tubeitmlar  disease  generally,  the  mortality 

Dr.  James  Johnson  referred  to  the  curious  from  this  cause  in  the  hulks  had  been  in- 
fect stated  in  the  paper,  that  the  mortality  creased  by  a  circumstance  which  should  be 
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mentioited.  On  the  cariTing  of  the  Eman-  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  prisoners 
dpation  Act  in  1834,  the  black  convicts  of  recently  pardoned  at  the  Penitentiary  were 
the  West  Indies  were  sent  to  this  country  dii»charged  on  account  of  being  affected  with 
on  their  way  to  Van  Diemen's  Land.  They  phthisical  symptoms,  he  would  now  ask  Dr. 
arrived  chiefly  in  the  autumnal  season,  and  Baly  whether  any  of  these  patients  had  sub- 
phthisis  developed  itself  in  great  numbers  as  sequently  recovered ;  for  if  such  were  the 
the  effect  of  confinement  and  cold.  This  case,  the  fact  would  sHow  that  their  residence 
accounted  for  the  large  mortality  for  some  in  prison  tended  materially  to  produce  con- 
time,  from  phthisis,  in  the  hulks.  The  sumption.  With  reference  to  the  lunatics 
cruelty  of  this  plan  was  represented  to  sent  to  Bcthlem  Hospital  from  the  Peniten- 
Government,  and  was  not  persevered  in.  tiary,  it  most  be  satisfactory  to  Dr.  B.  to 
In  addition  to  this,  also,  it  might  be  stated,  hear,  that  during  list  year  four  individuals 
that  pardon  was  not  granted  to  prisoners  in  formerly  under  his  care  in  that  prison  had 
the  hulks  on  account  of  ill  health.  He  been  cured,  and  removed  from  the  hospital 
differed  with  Dr.  fialy  respecting  the  influ-  by  warrants  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
enee  of  prison  food  in  the  production  of  Dr.  Baly  replied,  that  in  a  great  number 
diarrhoea,  and  gave  two  or  three  illustrations  of  cases  of  phthisis  at  the  Penitentiary,  sp- 
in point.  In  one  of  these  he  traced  the  parently  hopeless,  the  disease  was  imme- 
prevalence  of  this  disease  to  soup  containing  diately  checked  on  the  release  of  the  pri- 
a  quantity  of  barley-husks ;  and,  in  another  soners,  many  of  whom  entirely  recovered  ; 
instance,  to  the  bread  used  by  the  prisoners  a  favourable  change  took  place  almost  im- 
having  been  made  of  flour  a  quantity  of  mediately  they  were  informed  of  their  pro- 
which  bad  been  ground  from  wheat  damaged  bable  change.  These  cases  shewed,  in  a 
by  the  sea,  and  which  had  began  to  vegetate,  remarkable  manner,  the  influence  of  mind 
In  both  these  instances  the  bowel,  com  plaint  on  the  progress  of  disease.  Mr.  Bossy  had, 
prevailed  during  the  time  the  prisoners  were  in  some  degree,  misunderstood  biro  with  re- 
partaking  of  the  unwholesome  diet,  and  dis-  ference  to  the  causes  of  diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
appeared  on  substituting  more  healthy  food,  tery,  which  he  admitted  might  occasionally 
He  agreed  with  Dr.  Webster  that  hot  air  be  produced  by  impure  food.  But  when 
produced  catarrh,  and  chronic  bronchitis,  if  diarrhoea  or  dysentery  were  prevalent  for 
not  phthisis.  In  the  Chelmsford  Prison,  several  years,  they  did  not  then  arise  from 
the  prisoners  were  taken  from  a  cell  of  high  diet,  but  were  always  dependent  on  the  lo- 
temperature  to  stand  at  the  cold  treadmill,  cality  of  the  prison.  The  causes  mentioned 
and  were  again  taken  to  the  cell.  Catarrh  by  Mr.  Bossy  as  productive  of  bowel  com- 
was  frequently  caused  in  consequence.  This  plaints  could  not  be  always  prevalent.  Factff 
had  also  occurred  in  other  prisons.  which  he  (Dr.  B.)  had  referred  to  in  his  pa- 
Dr.  Webster  expressed  his  satisfaction  per  proved  that  his  view  was  correct,  for 
that  Mr.  Bossy's  extensive  experience  re-  not  only  were  these  diseases  found  to  be 
specting  prisoners  coincided  with  the  opi-  more  prevalent  at  particular  seasons,  as  in 
nions  he  had  expressed  relative  to  the  influ-  spring  and  autumn,  but  when  they  wereepi- 
ence  which  particular  kinds  of  food  produced  demic  in  the  surrounding  neighbourhood, 
on  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  prisons.  In  In  these  instances  the  diseases  were  owing  to 
addition  to  the  facts  Mr.  B.  had  stated,  he  miasma. 

(Dr.  W.)  might  mention,  that  in  Bridewell,  Dr.  Gregory  suggested  that  as  Dr.  Baly 

although  situated  in  a  confined  locality  of  was  about  to  furnish  other  papers  on  the 

the  City  of  London,  near  Fleet-ditch  and  subject  of  disease  in  prisons  to  the  Society, 

Puddle-dock,    bowel-complaints,     or     any  that  much  benefit  would  be  derived,  par- 

serious  disease,  had  not  been  prevalent,  not-  ticularly  in  respect  to  age,  if  he  directed  his 

withstanding  the  prisoners  were  not  allowed  attention  to  the  acquirement  of  tuberculur 

to  take  r^ular  out-door  exercise.    Generally  diathesis  in  a  number  of  persons  nnder  cir- 

speaking,  the  men  were  employed  on'  the  cumstances  directly  the  reverse  to  those  of 

treadmill,  and  the  women  in  picking  coire,  prisoners.     He  thought  soldiers  offered  this 

bnt  their  food  was  of  good  quality,  and  the  opposite  condition.      He  had   been  struck 

bread  excellent ;    indeed,  it   could   not  be  with  the  origin  of  phthisis  in  the  recruits  of 

purer,  as  the  com  was  ground  in  the  prison,  several    regiments,    particularly   the    foot- 

and  baked  at  the  house  of  Occupations,  with  guards.     It  was  a  curious  (act,  that  many  of 

yeast  also  made  on  the  premises.     He  (Dr.  these  men,  even  though  carefully  examined 

W.)  was  likewise  gratified  to  hear  that  Mr.  by  the  stethoscope,  and  pronounced  healthy. 

Bossy  entertained  the  same  opinions  with  at  the  end  of  a  few  months  fell  victims  to 

himself  respecting  the  ventilation  of  prisons,  tubercular  disease.     The  announcement  of 

and  the  injurious  influence  which  the  breath-  the  result  of  investigation  into  these  cases  in 

ing  of  hot  dry  air  had  in  producing  pectoral  Dr.  Baly's  paper  would  increase  its  value, 

disease  amongst  the  inmates.    Having  sUted,  and  enhance  our  knowledge  of  the  subject, 

in  the  previous  remarks  he  (Dr.  W.)  had  Dr.  Baly  was  obliged  for  the  hint  thrown 

taken  the  liberty  of  offering  to  the  Society,  out  by  Dr.  Gregory.      He  was   well  ac- 
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qwdnted  with  the  prevftlenceof  oonsnaptioo  prtetitionen  shoold  be  to  Iktte  regudai  bjr 

among  the  l6ot-guardsv  who  suffered  from  the  Conneil  of  the  Sodetj,  that  the  name  of 

thi^  dSseaae  to  tin^oe  the  eitent  as  did  the  only  one  was  in  the  preseikt  baHotiDg  list. 

cavalry  regiments.     He.  did  not  agree  with  He  proceeded  to  shew  by  arefierence  to  sta« 

Dr.  Gregory  as  to  their  beiog  placed  under  tistica  that  general  praotitionen  had  nerea 

circumstances  the  reverse  of  prisoners ;  ou  had  their  due  share  of  govemffieotin  the  So* 

the  contrary,  they  were  subjected  to  several  ciety,  aad  declared  that  the  charter  autho* 

of  the  same  injurious  influences.     Nothing,  riaed  no  distinction  between  the  dassea  of 

for  instance,  could  be  worse  than  the  venti-  the  profession  as  to  their  eligibility  for  any 

lation  of  the  barracks,  particularly  those  in  of  the  offices.     He  complainol  of  the  aeioda 

Poiitman-street  and  in  the  Tower.    There  in  which  papers  were  oecasionaUy  dealt  witb 

waa  ^o  ventilation  whatever  in  the  rooms  by  the  Council  of  the  Society,  and  thought  it 

they  slept  in,  and  these  were  their  sitting.*  a  hardship  that  authors  were  not,  when  they 

rooms    also.      They   mounted  guard  fre-  were  desirous  of  doing  so,  permitted  to  read 

quently,  and  were  therefore  frequently  ex-  their  own  papers. 

posed  to  cold,  as  were  prisoners.     There  A  vote  oi  thaaka  was  carried   to   Dr. 

waa  another  cause  which  acted  also  on  both  Cursham. 

these  classes,  and  this  was,  the  listless  state  The  President  delivered  his  annual  ad* 

of  mind  which  resulted  from  their  condition,  dress ;  after  which  the  following  gentlemen 

and  the  inactive  state  of  their  bodies,  both  were  elected. 

having  a  tendency  to  the  production  of  tu-  Presti/en/.-^William F.  Chambers,  K.C.H. 

bercular  disease.    To  these  might  be  added,  M.D.  F.R.S. 

perhaps,  their  dissolute  habits.  Vice-Prfiidenh,  —  Theodore     Gonkm, 

Mr.  Cooper  regarded  the  depressed  con*  M.D. ;    Thomas  Watson,  M.D. ;    J.  G. 

dition  of  mind  of  tiie  recruits,  conjoined  with  Perry,  Esq. ;  Richard  Welbank,  Esq. 

their  severe  exercise  in  drilling,  as  a  further  TVeantrera^ — George   Burrows,    M.D. ; 

cause  of  phthisis  in  these  men.  Caesar  Hawkins,  Esq. 

Mr.   Propert  considered   that  the  well-  Secretarie*, — George  Corsham,   MJ).  ; 

known  indulgence  of  recruits — who  were  ge*  T.  B.  Curling,  Esq. 

nerally  fresh  from  agricultural  pursuita— in  Librarians. — R.  B.  Todd,  M.D.  F.R.S. ; 

drinkingi  and  their  contraction  of  venereal  Benjamin  Phillips,  Esq.,  F.R.S. 

disease,  must  have  an  influence  in  the  de-  Other  Members  of  the   Cowiei^.— Neil 

struction  of  their  health.  Amott,  M.D.  F.R.S. ;  William Baly,  M.D. ) 

Mr.   MacUwain    considered    Dr.  Baly's  T.  A.  Barker,  M.D. ;   Jonathan    Pereira, 

paper  important  in  reference  to  the  causation  M.D.   F.R.S. ;    Henry  S.   Roots,  M.D.  ; 

of  disease  and  its  amelioration.    He  inquired  Robert  Dimn,  Esq. ;   Alexander  Kasmyth, 

whether  in  those  prisons  in  which  diarrhoea  Esq. ;    Edward  Stanley,  Esq.  F.R.S. ;   Sa- 

was  prevalent,  as  the  result  of  locality,  tho  muel  Solly,  Esq.  F.R.S. }  Martin  Ware,  £sq« 

peculiarity  was  in  the  soil,  or  in  the  ordinary  . 

matters  of  drainage.   He  made  some  remark*  ^,^^^    ^-,  «*,«*«^.«,,^^,   ^«  ^,^ 

ontheiaflueneeofventiUtion  oii  the  fnnc-  CASES   OP  EXTIRPATION  QF  DIS- 

tion  of  the  lungs.  EASED  OVARIA* 

Dr.  Baly  regarded  the  diarrhoea  aa  the  ef.  ^^  ^^  Epbraim  M'Dowkll 
feet,  not  of  imperfect  drainage,  but  of  a 

moist  state  of  ground  for  some  extent  round  ""^ 

the  prison.    The  Wakefield  House  of  Cor-  The  operations  of  Dr.  Ephraim  M^DoweU, 

rection,  in  which  diarrhoea  was  more  gene-  of  Danville,  Ky.,  for  extirpation  of  diseased 

rally  prevalent  than  in  any  other  prison  of  ovaria,  having  been  so  frequently  quoted  of 

England,  waa  situated  in  a  hoUow  valley  of  late,  and  often  incorrectly,  and  the  journal 

clay,  which  was  often  flooded  in  winter,  and  in  which  they   were   originally  pablisl^ 

i&  suaamer  waa  not  quite  dry.    The  sub-  ("  The  Eclectie  Repertory")  bdng  inaooes* 

soil  was  clayey,  the  snrfoce  of  a  rich  vege-  sible  to  the  professtoci  generally,  we  have 

table  eharacter.  thought  that  we  should  do  a  service  by  re* 

publishing  them. 

ANNivBRSARY  MBKTiNo,  MARCH  1.  Dp.  M'Dowell's  first  papoT,  Containing  an 

The  aoniveraary  meeting  was  held  in  the  account  of  his  first  three  operations,  waa 
library,  and  was  numerously  attended.  Mr.  published  in  the  Eclectie  RefKrtory  for 
MacUwain  made  a  long  address,  chiefly  in  re-  April,  1817;  and  his  seeond  paper,  con- 
ference to  the  mode  of  election ,  and  the  pass-  taimng  an  account  of  two  subsequent  opera* 
ing  over,  as  he  considered,  many  older  mem-  tions,  waa  published  in  the  same  journal  for 
hers  of  the  Society,  and  electing  others  who  October,  1819. 

were    in    some    way    connected  with   the  Casb  I.^*' In  Dec.  1609,  I  was  called  to 

Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.     He  see  a  Mrs.  Crawford,  who  had  for  several 

asentioned  three  or  four  instances  in  par-  months  thought  hcnielf  pr^aant.     She  waa 

ttcular.    He  expressed  his  regret  that  geueral  oflectdl  with  pains  similar  to  labour  pains, 
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from  which  aha  o^old  find  no  relief.  So  tha  incision.  We  then  applied  the  neufi 
strong  was  the  presumption  of  her  being  in  dressings,  put  her  to  bed,  and  prescribed  a 
the  lut  stage  of  pregnancy,  that  two  physi-  strict  obserranoe  of  the  antiphlogistic  regl- 
cians  who  were  consulted  in  her  ease  re-  men.  In  five  daja  I  visited  her,  and  much 
quested  my  aid  in  delivering  her.  The  ab-  to  my  astonishment  fonnd  her  engaged  in 
domen  was  considerably  ei^rged,  and  had  making  up  her  bed,  I  gave  her,particul8r 
the  appearance  of  pregnancy,  t£oagh  the  in-  cantion  for  the  future ;  and  in  25  days,  she 
clination  of  the  tumor  was  to  one  side,  ad-  returned  home  as  she  came,  in  good  health, 
mitting  of  an  easy  removal  to  the  other,  which  she  continues  to  oyoy.'' 
Upon  examination,  per  vaginam,  I  fonnd  Oasb  II. -^"  I  was  oilled  to  a  negro 
nothing  in  the  uterus  ;  which  induced  the  woman,  who  had  a  hard  and  painful  tumor 
conclusion  that  it  must  be  an  enlarged  ova-  in  the  abdomen.  I  gave  her  mercery  for 
rium.  Having  never  seen  so  large  a  sub-  three  or  four  months  with  some  abatement 
stance  extract^,  nor  heard  of  an  attempt^  of  pain ;  but  she  was  still  unable  to  peiform 
or  success  attending  any  operation,  sach  as  her  usual  duties.  As  the  tumor  was  fixed 
this  required,  I  gave  to  the  unhappy  woman  and  immoveable,  I  did  not  advise  an  opera- 
iaformatioB  of  her  dangerous  situation,  tion ;  though  from  earnest  solidtation  oC  her 
She  appeared  willing  to  undergo  an  experi-  master,  and  her  own  distressAil  condition,  I 
meat,  which  I  promised  to  perform  if  she  agreed  to  the  experiment.  I  had  her  placed 
would  come  to  Danville,  (the  town  where  I  vpon  a  table,  laid  her  side  open  as  in  the 
live),  a  distance  of  sixty  adles  from  her  place  above  case ;  put  my  hand  in,  found  the  ova- 
of  residence.  This  appeared  almost  imprac-  rium  very  much  enlarged,  painful  to  the 
ticable  by  any,  even  the  most  favourable  touch,  and  firmly  adhering  to  the  vesica 
conveyance,  tluiugh  she  performed  the  jour-  urinaria,  and  fundus  uteri.  To  extract  I 
ney  in  a  few  days  on  horseback.  Wi^  the  thought  would  be  instantly  fatal ;  but  by 
assistance  ofmy  nephew  and  colleague,  James  way  of  experiment  I  plunged  the  scalpd 
M'Dowell,  M.D.,  I  commenced  the  opera-  into  the  diseased  part.  Such  gelatinous 
tion,  which  was  concluded  as  follows :  substsnoe  as  in  the  above  case,  with  a  profn- 
Having  placed  her  on  a  table  of  the  ordinary  sion  of  blood,  rushed  to  the  external  opening, 
height  on  her  back,  and  removed  all  her  and  I  conveyed  it  off*  by  placing  my  hand 
dressing  which  might  in  any  way  impede  under  the  tumor,  and  sufiering  the  discbarge 
the  operation,  I  made  an  incision  about  three  to  take  place  over  it.  Notwithstanding  my 
inches  from  the  musculus  reetus  abdominis,  great  care,  a  quart  or  more  blood  escaped 
on  the  left  side,  continuing  the  same  nine  into  the  abdomen.  After  the  hsemorrhage 
inches  in  length,  parallel  with  the  fibres  of  ceased,  I  took  out,  as  dearly  as  possible,  the 
the  above-named  muscle,  extending  into  the  blood,  in  which  the  bowels  were  completely 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  the  parietes  of  which  envelopedk  Though  I  considered  the  case 
were  a  good  deal  contused,  which  we  ascribed  as  nearly  hopeless,  I  advised  the  same  dress- 
to  the  resting  of  the' tumor  on  the  horn  of  ings  and  the  same  regimen,  as  in  the  above 
the  saddle  during  her  journey.  The  tumor  case.  She  hss  entirely  recovered  from  all 
then  appeared  full  in  view,  but  was  so  large  pain,  and  pursass  her  ovdinary  occupation." 
that  we  could  not  take  it  away  entire.  We  In  his  second  paper  Dr.  M*DoweU  states 
put  a  strong  ligature  around  the  fallopian  that  he  thought  thia  patient  well  of  her  dis- 
tube  near  to  the  uterus ;  we  then  cut  open  ease :  "  but  she  informed  me  a  short  time 
the  tumor,  which  was  the  ovarium  and  fim-  since,  that  it  had  been  growing  for  the  last 
brious  part  of  the  fallopian  tube  very  much  12  or  18  months,  and  says  it  is  now  abont 
enlarged.  We  took  out  fifteen  pounds  of  a  the  sise  it  was  when  I  opened  her  six  years 
dirty,  gelatinous  looking  substance;    after  ago.*' 

which  we  cut  through  the  fsUopian  tube,  and  Cask  III. — ''In  May,  1816,  a  negro 
extracted  the  sac,  which  weighed  seven  woman  was  bought  to  me  from  a  distance* 
pounds  and  one  half.  As  soon  as  the  ex-  I  found  the  ovarium  much  enlarged,  and  as 
tcrnal  opening  was  made,  the  intestines  it  could  be  easily  moved  from  side  to  side,  1 
rushed  out  upon  the  table ;  and  so  com-  advised  the  extraction  of  it.  As  it  adhered 
pletely  was  the  abdomen  filled  by  the  tumor,  to  the  left  side,  I  changed  my  place  of  open- 
that  they  could  not  be  replaced  during  the  ing  to  the  linea  alba.  I  began  the  incision,, 
operation,  which  was  terminated  in  about  in  company  with  my  partner  and  colleague, 
twenty-five  minutes.  We  then  turned  her  Dr.  William  Coffer,  an  inch  below  the  um- 
upon  her  left  side,  so  as  to  permit  the  blood  bilioQS,  and  extended  to  within  an  inch  of 
to  escape ;  after  which,  we  closed  the  exter-  the  os  pubis.  I  then  put  a  ligature  reund 
nal  opening  with  the  interrupted  suture,  the  fallopian  tube  and  endeaveured  to  tarn 
leaving  out,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  indsicm,  out  the  tumor,  but  coidd  not.  1  then  cut 
the  ligature  which  surrounded  the  fallopian  to  the  right  of  the  nmbilious,  and  above  it^. 
tube.  Between  every  two  stitches  we  put  a  two  inches,  turned  out  a  sdrrhons  ovarium, 
strip  of  adhesive  plaster,  which,  by  keeping  (weighing  six  pounds),  and  cut  it  off  close  to 
the  parts  in  contact,  hastened  the  healing  of  the  ligature  put  round  the  fallopian  tulc* 
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I  then  doted  the  external  opening,  as  in  the  thick  ft  consistence  that  I  found  it  extremely 

former  cases  ;  and  she  complaining  of  cold  difficult  and  tedious  to  discharge  it.    In  two 

and  chilliness,  I  put  her  to  bed  prior  to  months  after  I  found  it  necessary  to   tap 

dressing  her — then  gave  her  a  wineglassful  again ;  during  the  process  of  dischaiging  it 

of  cherry-boonce  and  thirty  drops  of  lauda-  a  second  time,  the  opening  was  frequently 

num,  which  soon  restoring  her  warmth,  she  stopped  by  viscid  portions  of  the  jelly,  which 

was  dressed  as  usual.     She  was  well  in  two  were  broken  by  introducing  a  probe ;  when 

weeks,  though  the  ligature  could  not  be  re-  the  abdomen  was  pretty  well  eracnated,  I 

leased  for  five  weeks ;  at  the  end  of  which  discovered,  with  the  probe,  a  firm  substance, 

time  the  cord  was  taken  away  ;  and  she  now,  which,  on  minute  examination,  I  found  to  be 

without  complaint,  officiates  in  the  laborious  of  considerable  size.    I  at  once  supposed  the 

occupation  of  cook  to  a  large  family."  existence  of  a  dropsical  ovarium,  in  which  I 

Case  IV. — "  In  April,  1817, 1  operated  was  confirmed  on  finding  the  uterus  empty 
on  a  negro  woman  from  Garard  county ;  by  examination  per  vagtnam.  Some  months 
extracting  a  scirrhous  ovarium,  weighing  five  after  she  was  again  tapped,  at  which  time  I 
pounds.  The  incision  was  made  near  the  made  the  opening  large  enough,  to  admit  my 
linea  alba :  as  in  cases  formerly  related,  I  tied  finger ;  by  which  means  I  was  able  to  ascer- 
a  cord  firmly  round  the  ligament,  attaching  .tain  the  nature  of  the  disease  beyond  ■ 
it  to  the  uterus,  and  cut  away  the  ovarium ;  doubt.  I  informed  her  master  what  was 
but  owing  to  the  shortness  and  sponginess  of  certainly  her  situation,  and  that  nothing  but 
the  part,  the  cord  slipped  off  before  I  laid  excision  could  effect  a  cure.  My  advice  was 
the  ovarium  out  of  my  hands,  and  a  profuse  not  immediately  followed,  nor  until  after  she 
discharge  of  blood  take  place.  I  immediately  was  tapped  a  fourth  time;  a  week  or  two 
drew  the  uterus  to  the  external  incision,  and  after  she  was  brought  to  Danville  to  undergo 
commenced  tying  up  the  bleeding  mouths  the  operation,  which  was  performed  May  11, 
separately.  This  also,  in  6onsequence  of  the  1819.  The  diseased  ovarium  being  on  the 
diseased  state  of  the  parts,  proved  only  of  left  side,  and  evidently  dropsical,  the  ind* 
partial  efficacy,  as  several  of  the  ligatures  Sion  was  of  course  made  on  the  left  side, 
cut  through  on  tying  them.  I  now  thought  On  exposing  the  tumor,  it  was  found  to  ad- 
it all  over  with  my  poor  patient,  but  arming  here  to  the  parietes  of  -the  abdomen,  and  to 
a  needle  with  a  strong  ligature,  I  passed  it  the  intestines,  by  slender  cords  whieh  were 
round  the  ligament ;  securing  it  in  its  place  easily  separated  with  the  hand,  and  which 
by  taking  several  stitches  over  its  surfaces  as  caused  a  slight  effusion  of  blood.  To  the 
I  passed  it  round,  and  firmly  tied  it.  By  uterus  two  strong  ligaments  adhered  ;  one, 
turning  her  nearly  on  her  stomach  I  was  the  natural  ligsment,  attaching  the  ovarium 
able  to  get  most  of  the  blood  out  of  the  ah-  to  the  utenis,  the  other,  an  artifidal  one» 
domen,  using  my  hand  to  extract  the  coagu-  attached  to  the  fundus  uteri,  which  appeared 
lated  portion.  The  indsion  was  then  closed  to  be  composed  of  the  above* mentioned 
by  the  interrupted  suture,  and  strips  of  ad-  slender  cords,  compacted  together.  I  then 
hesive  plaster.  -She  recovered  happily  ;  but  tied  fine  cords  of  silk  firmly  round  each  of 
I  am  told  her  health  is  not  good ;  the  ac-  these  ligaments,  discharged  the  contents  of 
count  I  had  of  her  was  awkwardly  given ;  the  tumor,  and  cut  it  away, 
from  what  I  could  learn  her  complaint  is  "  There  were  sixteen  quarts  of  gelatinous 
hysterical.  This,  though  the  smallest  ova-  fluid  discharged  from  the  tumor  and  abdo« 
rium  I  have  ever  extracted,  was  much  more  men.  The  dressings  and  precautions  were 
troublesome  to  the  patient  than  in  any  pre*  the  same  as  in  other  cases.  The  second  day 
Tious  case.  Besides  experiencing  severe  Ian-  after  the  operation  she  was  affected  with 
cinating  pains  in  the  parts,  she  was  seldom  violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  together  with 
able  to  discharge  her  urine,  without  getting  obstinate  vomiting.  She  was  blooded  as 
almost  on  her  head,  in  consequence  of  the  copiously  as  her  strength  would  allow,  but 
tumor  falling  down  into  the  pelvis,  and  without  producing  any  abatement  of  the 
compressing  the  urethra."  pain  or  vomiting.     On  the  third  day  she 

Ca8B  V. — *<  A  negro  woman,  from  Lin-  died.      On   examination    after    death,   the 

coin  county,  was  brought  to  me  in  April,  uterus,  contrary    to  expectation,  appeared 

1818,  supposed  by  the  different  physicians  natural  and  uninflamed,  the  right  ovarium 

who  had  attended  her  to  be  affected  with  healthy,  the  silken  cords  were  securely  and 

asdtes ;  she  had  been  under  thdr  care  about  properly  fixed,  and  not  in  a  situation  likely 

eighteen    months.     On    examining  her   I  to  injure  the  adjoining  parts.     Her  death 

could  very  plainly  discover  the  fluctuation  of  had  proceeded  from  peritoneal  inflammation, 

fluid  in  the  abdomen,  and  for  some  months  This  membrane,  throughout  its  whole  extent, 

administered  medidnes  for  ascites  without  appeared  greatly  inflamed,  and  the  intestines 

effect :  despairing  of  the  powers  of  medidnes,  largely  inflated. 

I  at  length  tapped  her,  and  discharged  thir-  **  I  was  assisted  in  this  operation  by  my 

teen  quarts  of  gelatinous  fluid,  such  as  I  had  nephew,  Dr.  William  A.  M'Dowell.  Doctors 

before  met  with  in  dropsical  ovaria,  of  so  Wdzegar,TomIinson,andHorr,werepre8ent. 
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'*  On  examining  the  enhstanoes  we  had  crement ;  a  repetition,  after  the  urine  had 

removedi  the  contents  of  the  sac  presented  been  taken  off  throngh  a  catheter,  and  an 

a  variety ;  different  portions  of  the  flaid  were  endeavonr  made  to  remove    the  fsecal  ac- 

of  different  colours — semi- transparent,  white,  cnmnlation  by   several  injections  carefully 

brown,  and  yellow.     There  was  also  con-  administered,  which  however  did  not  peoe* 

tained  in  the  sac  a  considerable  qtiantity  of  trate,  proved  equally  ineffectnal.    The  patient 

hair,   which  grew  from  the  Innei*  surface,  was  now  directed  to  take  a  dose  every  second 

Enveloped  in  the  inner  substitaiGe  of  the  sac  hour  of  an   aperient    mixture    containing 

we  found  a  bone,  resembling  very  much  in  Epsom  salt  and  castor  oil,  to  apply  linseed 

shape  the  front  tooth  of  a, cow.  poultices  to  the  abdomen,  in  conjunction 

*'  From  the  circumstance  of  the  hair  and  with  frictions  of  anodyne  volatile  liniment, 

bone,  one  or  two  of  the  physicians  present  To  relieve  the  obstinate  constipation  some 

were  inclined  to  believe  the  disease  origi-  emollient  clysters  were  given  in  the  evening  ; 

sated  from  an  extra-uterine  conception,  and  but  brought  away  very  littie.    On  the  23rd, 

that  all  of  the  foetus  had  been  absorbed,  save  there  were  increase  of  pain  of  abdomen,  and 

the  hair  and  single  bone  which  was  found,  fever  towards  evening,  indicative  of  inflam- 

This  question  I  submit  to  the  faculty." —  nation  of  the  vromh-^metritU.      Leeches 

American  Journal  qf  the  Medieai  Seienees,  were    therefore    applied   to  the   abdomen, 

, perineum,  and  thighs,  and  the  bleeding  en- 

^^,^^.  ^«  .«.,«  «,^,.„  couraged  by  the  aid  of  a  warm  bath ;  5  grains 

RETROVERSION  OF  THE  WOMB  of  cdomel  were  prescribed  twice  a  dfy,  as 

IN  THE  UN1MPRE6NATED  also  an  oily  emulsion,  and  emollient  injec- 

STATE.  iAona  within  the  vagina ;    the  urine  being 

withdrawn  twice  daily  by  the  catheter.     By 

By  Dr.  Hbi^m  otb.  pursuing  steadily  the  above  treatment  the 

'  inflammation  had  gradually  abated.    By  the 

Madams  B— ,  30  years  of  age,  of  middle  28th   a  critical  sweat  supervened,  a  little 


stature,  almost  always  healthy,  the  mother  of  urine  passed  of  itself,  as  also  some  slimy 

four  children,   suffered  since  her  last  con-  bloody  faeces ;  the  uterus  meanwhile,  dimi- 

finement,  four  years  previously,  ftrom  an  in-  nished  in  bulk,  resumed  its  original  situation, 

considerable  prolapsus  of  the  womb,  which  Progressive  improvement    followed,    men- 

heretofore   had  not   created  any  inoonve-  struation  was  re-established,  and  after  the  use 

nience.     At  Dr.  H.'s  visit,  upon  15th  Dec.  of  tonics  the  patient  completely  recovered, 

1842,  she  complained  of 'colic  with  dragging  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  prolapsus  of 

pains  in  the  abdomen,  and  feeling  generally  the  womb.* '^CoMper* 9  Woehen8chr\ftf  Oct. 

indisposed ;    for   these   symptoms  a  saline  1844. 

effervescing  mixture  was  ordered,  together         [This  is  one  of  those  rare  instances  of  re- 

with  warm  frictions  of  essential  oils  over  the  troversion   of  the  womb  occurring  in  the 

belly.     On  the  22d  the  patient  agreed  to  unimpregnated  female.     It  is  interesting  in 

submit  to  a  vaginal  exploration,  which  she  reference  to  the  case  of  Miss  H—  M         , 

had  formerly  declined.     The  following  was  lately  brought    before    our   readers. — Ed. 

her  condition  at  that  period  :  she  lay  in  bed,  Oaz.] 

her  countenaqpe  red  and  bloated,  complain-  — 

ing  of  headache,  heat  of  skin,  thirst,  restless-  SUMMARY  OF 

ness,  and  rather  violent  pain  in  the  lower  ^„„  ^«  » ^,« .  <r««,^^T«  ^^  «,„„ 
part  of  the  beUy;  tiie  piSse  was  frequent,  THE  TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE 
(100)  small,  contracted ;  no  urine  had  been  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS 

passed  for  24  hours,  or  any  stool  for  48  AT  PHILADELPHIA, 

hours.    On  examination  the  belly  was  found  ,_     ,,   ^,,      ,„., 

distended,  and  above  the  pubis  an  elastic  March  to  October,  1W4. 

tumor,  painful  on  pressure,  could  be  per-  — 

cdved.     Internally  the  temperature  of  the  Thr  principal  articles  of  interest  in  the 

genitals  was  increased ;  the  uterus  was  felt  present  No.   of   the  Transactions  of   the 

deeply  placed  in  the  lesser  pelvis,  the  vaginal  College,   are  the   Apnual   Report  on    the 

portion  and  orifice  turned  to  the  pubic  arch,  Diseases  of  Children,  by  Dr.  Condie,  and  a 

the  body  towards  the  cavity  of  the  sacrum,  case  of  death  after  parturition,  caused  by 

In  consequence  of  this  unnatural  position  of  rupture  of  the  uterus,  by  Dr.  Henry  Bond, 

the  uterus,  the  substance  of  which  moreover  This  last  we  transfer  to  our  pages  : 
was  swollen  from  the  unwonted  irritation  and         April  8th,  1844.      At  10  p.m.  Dr.  Bond 

pressure,  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  rectum  was  requested  to  Tisit  Mrs.  R »  and  was 

were  quite  compressed,  and  the  discharge  of  informed    by  the  messenger  that  she  was 

urine  and  feces  hindered.     An  attempt  at  affected  with  colic.      Mrs.  R.  had  a  good 

reposition  per  va^'iMm«f<raaimfieuled,  owing  form   and  constitution,  and  enjoyed  good 

to  the  swollen  and  painful  state  of  the  womb,  health  until  this  attack.     She  is  28  years  of 

coupled  with  the  retention  of  urine  and  ex-  age;  was  married  on  the  4th  of  last  October; 


9M3:  StJMMAR!^  OP  THB.  TnmMGmQNB  09  TttB  :      - 

ItMd  never  menstraated  after  marriegQ ;  fipom  IM  attacknent.  This  poeiured'  oiAf 
supposed  that  she  became  pregnant  within  a  short  tim/s  before  the  introdoction  of  th* 
one  week  after  that  event,  and  expected  to  hand.  Tlie.o8  extemnm  and  the  oa  oerru^ 
be  confined  in  the  b^inning  of  the  second  uteri  were  ao  relased,  that  the  hand  pasaed 
week  in  July.  About  noon  to-day  she  waa  with  ease  until  it  reached  the  above-men- 
reaching  over  a  flour  barrel  tluit  stood  tioned  contraction.  Thia  was  so  rigid  aa  tOt 
end-wise,  to  pick  up  something  behind  it»  occasion  ^ome  dday.  JOuring  the  process 
in  doing  which  she  felt  something  give  way,  of  introduoing  the  hand,  pretty  atcoag 
and  was  attacked  with  pain  in  that  pajrt  of  uterine  contraction  came  on,  which  increased 
the  abdomen  where  she  came  in  contact  with  the  delay.  Whether  this  waa  the  effeet  of 
the  sharp  edge  of  the  barrel.  .  The  pain  1^  ergot,  or  of  the  irritation  of  the  hMid>  ia 
continued  all  the  afternoon  and  evening,  doubtfnl ; — ^probably  it  was  partly  owing  to 
and  was  supposed  by  her  female  attendanta  each.  Upoa  passing  the  hand  thnnigh  tlw 
to  be  colic,  and,  in  consequence,  ginger- tea  stricture,  into  the  chamber  oootaiaing  tt» 
and  ,  other  domestic  remedies  had  been  placenta,  it  was  found  that  this  waa  de- 
administered.  But  the  pain  became  worse  taohed  from  the  uterus  in  no  part,  so  fiv  aa 
in  the  evening,  and  when  the  doctor  visited  conM  be  perceived.  Up  to  this  period  these 
her,  s^e  evidently  had  labour  pains,  but  no  waa  no  sanguineous  diecharge*  except  a  very 
atoola  or  discharge ;  he  directed  her  an  little,  which  was  supposed  to  proceed  from 
opiate,  rest  and  cool  regimen,  with  ordera  the  separation  of  the  cord.  The  doctor 
to  send  for  him  if  she  was  not  shortly  proceeded  slowly  and  carafnlly  to  detach  tile 
relieved.  At  1 1^  o*clock,  p.m.  he  wss  sent  placenta,  whioh  adhered  ao  firmly  as  to 
for  again.  The  pains  had  increased,  and  make  the  operation  tedioua.  After  the 
the  OS  uteri  had  become  relaxed,  and  more  whole  of  the  placenta  was  separated,  he 
than  half  dilated.  The  pains  were  more  found  a  strong  noembranona  attachment  to 
distressing  than  usual  in  such  cases,  and  one  part  of  the  fundus,  which  he  could  not 
she  was  inclined  to  keep  her  hand  applied  overcome.     It  was  of  limited  extent. 


to  that  part  of  the  abdomen  which  had  less  thaa  an  inch.      He  used  aa   atroog 

come  in  contact   with  the  barrel.      The  traction  as  he  thought  oould  be  done  without 

membranes  were  very  strong,  and  continued  endangering  a  laMration   of   the    uterus, 

unbroken,  until  a  loose  sac  of  water  pre-  When  palling  it,  it  seemed  to  yield  a  UtUe, 

sented  externally,  and  when  broken,  there  but,  upon  examinatioin,  there  waa  no  aigut 

waa  a  gush  of  a  large  quantity  of  liquor  of  its  bemg  detached*     It  ooounred  to  h& 

amnii.     The  delivery  of  the  child  followed  that,  possibly,  theitf  might  be  an  hour-ghu^ 

almost  immediately  afterwards — April  9th,  contraction,  esDibracing  a  small  part  of  tha 

at  2i  A.M.     Soon  after  this,  he  began  to  use  placenta  and  membranes,  although  he  oould 

the  ordinary  means  to  promote  the  delivery  perceive  no  rounded  edge  and  depression. 

of  the  plactttta,  which  he  continued  to  do  around  the    adhesion  such  as  he   ahooki 

for  three  quartere  of  an  hour  without  any  expect  in  that  caae ;   but  to  determine  this, 

effect     There  was  no  sign  of  its  coming-—  he  applied  the  other  hand  to  the  abdomen, 

there  waa  neither  any  expulsive  pain,  nor  and  thia  examination  entirely  satisfied  Uun. 

the  least  appearance  of  any  coloured  dis-  that  such  oould  not  be  the  case.      He  then 

charge.     He   then  gave  twenty  grains  of  separated  the  placenta  from  thia  adhering 

ergot,  and    after  a  quarter  of   an    hour,  membrane,  and  withdrew  it.     The  menk- 

twen^  grains  more.     At  the  end  of  ten  or  biane,  which  felt  like  a  ligament,  had  anoh 

fifteen  minutes  more,  no  uterine  contraction  remarkable  strength,  that  the  separation  wa^ 

had  occurred, — at  least  he  discovered  none,  not  easily  aooomplished.      The    operation 

either  by  questioning  the  patient    or   by  occupied  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  waa 

watching  her  motions.  attended  with  very  little  hsemonrhage. 

The  uterns  was  so  low  that  he  could  The  diild  lived  twelve  houra.  Thefo»tsi 
easily  pass  his  finger  within  its  neck,  which  end  of  the  oord,  aa  before  observed,  waa  very 
was  soft  and  relaxed ;  but  above  that,  the  thick,  and  he  tied  it,  as  he  thought,  very 
nteroa  seemed  to  have  assumed  something  earefoUy ;  but  in  a  little  while  he  duoovored 
liloB  an  hour-glass  contraction,  so  low  down  that,  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  child, 
towards  the  neck,  as  to  embrace  in  the  there  waa  considerable  hemorrhage,  such  aa 
upper  chamber  nearly  or  quite  all  of  the  might  have  destroyed  i^  had  it  not  been 
pUcenta.  He  immediately  prepared  to  discovered  and  arreated.  It  had  not,  how- 
introduce  his  hand,  without  waiting  longer  ever,  produced  any  signs  of  anemia, 
for  the  ergot  to  act.  The  cord  was  ten  lOth. — IjuA  evening  the  patient  began  to 
inches  long,  very  large,  and  firm  for  that  be  uneasy  and  feverish,  —  a  cathartic  «C 
period  of  gestation,  except  for  a  short  senna,  manna  and  sulphate  of  magnena,  in 
distance  near  its  insertion  into  the  placenta,  divided  doses,  waa  directed.  It  operated 
where  it  was  very  slender.  In  his  attempts  sufficiently  during  the  night,  but  the  f^rile 
to  examine  the  condition  of  the  uterus  and  symptoms  and  uneasiness  were  not  mitigated^ 
to  deliver  the  placenta,  the  cord  wae  torn  Tongue  a  little  coated^-pulse  UO  to  I2(^ 
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iome  MtodMrne*  in  tke  left  fliac  ngion-— thv  oeearrenoe  Dr.  (3t.  obserted  be  had  nerer 
ttQeasineas  in  the  head  inenaaed.  In  tbs  met  with,  except  in  caaes  of  perforation  of 
afternoon,  the  symptoma  all  aggravated —  the  inteetioes,  or  as  a  result  of  pntrelkotiTe 
no  lochial  discharge.  Directed  the  neutral  fermentation.  That  part  of  the  peritoneum, 
mixture — v,  s.  os.  xxiT.-^fomentations.  The  where  this  gas  was  contamed,  was  dry  and 
blood  drawn  exhibited  a  ttyok  bnffy  coat  and  glossy,  as  if  it  had  been  hung  up  in  the  open 
small  capped  coagulum.    #  air-— colon  much  distended,  and  Tcry  low  in 

11th. — ^Head  much  relieved  ainee  the  T.S.,  the  abdomen.  Upon  carefully  raising  the  . 
but  the  patient  had  a  very  uncomfortable  omentum  majus,  the  vi^ole  of  which  waa 
night— tongue  has  a  yellowish  white  coat,  gangrenous  «ad  fcetld,  a  black  mass,  about 
thickest  in  the  middle — 'had  a  Arere  chiU  two  inches  long  and  three  quarters  of  an  inch 
this  momhig  at  7  o'clook-**pul8e  120  to  wide,  was  brought  into  view,  one  end  of 
130.  After  the  application  of  the  fbmen-  which  passed  into  an  opening  in  the  fundus 
tation,  aoopious  sanguineous  discharge  from  of  the  uterus.  At  first  view  this  looked  like 
the  vagina  came  on,  which  it  was  thought  a  coagulum  of  blood,  which  in  some  parts 
desirable  to  promote,  tSierefore  the  ▼.  s.  was  had  l^gun  to  be  organixed,  but  which,  being 
not  repeated  nor  leeches  resorted  to  this  drawn  out  and  Washed,  proved  to  be  a  por- 
moming  as  would  otherwise  have  been  done,  tion  of  the  foetal  membranes,  with  some  re- 
Directed  cal.  ipecac,  and  opium.  At  5  p.m.  mains  of  placental  fibres,  and  the  debris  6t 
pulse  102  i  at  1 1  p.m.  82 — all  the  symptomi  a  coagulum  of  blood — the  whole  being  in  an 
mitigated.  The  pain  in  the  abdomen,  last  advanced  state  of  putrefactioi).  The  uterus 
night  and  to-day,  which  was  almost  entirely  was  next  examined,  and  found  to  be  lacerated 
confined  to  the  iliac  region,  was  intermittent,  at  the  left  extremity  of  the  fundus,  above 
like  after  pains.  and  very  hear  the  junction  of  the  PallopiBn 

12th. — In  the  morning,  found  her  more    tube.    The  rapture  in  the  peritoneum  was 
comfortable  in  every  respect — poise  80  to    small-— abodt  three-fourths  of  on  inch  in 
90.     No  tympanitis  or  swelling  of  the  ab-    length,  and  entirely  filled  up  by  the  mem- 
domeur  and  the  tenderness  is  chiefly  con-    brane  before  alluded  to.     The  laceration  of 
fined  to  the  part  before-mentioned — san-    the  proper    substance  of  the  nterus  was 
guineous    discharge    has   ceased,   and  the    greater,  and  its  edges  were  covered  with  a 
vaginal    discharge    has  become  offensive:     coagulum  partially  organixed.      The  lining 
some  confusion  of  the  head  in  the  night  and    ofihe  uterine  cavity  eleewhere  looked  well. 
this  morning.    When  visited  at  5  p.m.  -the    The  peritoneum  showed  traces  of  high  in- 
patient was  found  to  have  become  worse    fiammation    in,    several    parts — about    the 
soon  after  the  morning  visit — great  increase    stomach,  among  the  small  intestines  and  es- 
of  febrile  excitement  and  of  tenderness  of    pecially  at  the  pelvic  region,  but  appearing 
the   abdomen— thirst    great^began  to  be    comparatively  healthy  at  the  anterior  por- 
tympanitic.    Upon  examination,  found  some    tions  of  the  abdomen.    There  was  very  little 
shreds  of  membrane  in  the  neck  of  the    effusion  into   the  peritoneal  cavity — there 
uterus,   which   were  removed ;    one  part,    was  a  small  quantity  of  blackish  fluid,  with 
however,  extended  into  the  uterus,  which    flakes  of  pus  floating  in  it,  in  the  most  de- 
could  euily  be  seised  hold  of,  but  adhered    pendent  portions  of  the  abdominal  cavity. 
too  firmiy  to  be  extracted  without  applying        There  is,  therefore,  reason  to  believe  that, 
more  force  .tlian  could  be  done  with  safety,    when    the    laceration  took  place,  it  was 
Sotoe  time  aftsrward  it  came  away,  and  the    chiefly  in  the  uterine  snbetance,  the  peri- 
offensive  discharge  ceased.  toneum  resisting ;  that  the  unbroken  mem- 
13th. — She  bqgan  in  the  nightto  belch  tip    branes  protrud^,  like  a  hernia,  through  the 
whatever  she  -drank— pulse  very  variable—    aperture  into  the  abdominal  cavity ; — -chat 
tympanitis  increasing,  as  wdl  as  the  distrett    the  contraction  of   the    uterus,  after  the 
and  tenderness  in  the  abdomen.    Dr.  Meigs    delivery  df  the  child,  closed  so  firmly  upon 
-saw  the  patient  twice  to-day,  but  it  is  un-    these,  as  to  strangulate  them,  and  to  reszst 
neoeasaxy  to  detail  the  treatment,  which  had    the  efforts  to  withdraw  them,  during  the 
no  inflaenoe  in  controlling  the  disease.    The    cvperation  for  extracting  the  placenta.    This 
diKharges  fnm  the  stomach  became  more    examination  explains  the  difficulty  ilttendant 
.and  more  dark,  until  they  oh>aely  resembled    upon  the  delivery  of  the  secundines ;  for  al- 
eoffee-gronnds.     Hie  patient  grew  rapidly    though  the  placenta  was  in  no  part  detached 
worse,  and  died  next  morning,  April  I4th,    from  the  uterus  when  the  hand  was  first  in- 
at  4  A.M.  about  98  houn  after  delivery.  troduoed,  still  there  did  not  appear  to  be 
Antopty,  29  houra  after  deaths — The    any  preternatural  adhesion  of  growing  of  the 
operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  Goddard,    placenta  to  the  uterus ;  but  the  chief  diffi- 
in  the  presence  of  Dra.  Huston  and  Bond ;    eulty  arose  firom  the  extraordinary  strength 
and  this  acoomit  of  it  is  chiefly  taken  from    of  the  foetal    membranes,    and    their  in- 
Dr.  Goddard's  notes.    Abdomen  alone  ex-    extricable  confinement.    The  revelations  of 
amined.    On  opening  the  peritoneal  cavity,    €bia  examination  were  especially  gratifying 
a  quantity  of  foetid   gas  eseaped,  whidh    to  the  flodtor,  as  he  had  apiprehemrions  be- 
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fore  this,  tliat  although  *  the  labour  was  and  yoan^er  boy,  jutt  oooTateaoeiil  IW>oi  an 

broaght  on  by  an  accident,  the  febrile  and  attack  of  inflnenzaf  were  almost  ea[baiaCed 

inflammatory  symptoms,  and  the  fatal  ter-  with  the  fnghtAil  cramps,  lying  stiff,  with 

mination,  might  have  been  the  consequence  their  bodies  drawn  backwards,  the  hands 

of  the  operation  of  extraction ;  although  he  and  face  oold,  covered  with  a  dammy  awent, 

had  proceeded  with  such  caation,  that  he  and  apparently  near  death ;  while  the  two 

was  satisfied  it  could  have  resulted  only  firom  others  seemed  ahnoik  worn   on€   throogh 

the  irritation  of  the  protracted  operation,  continued  vomiting,  seaie  of  choking,  and 

and   not    from    a^^y   laoeratiour  or  other  racking  pain  of  the  belly.    They  had,  how- 

violenoe    done   to    the    part."-^^m«ne»»  ever,  scarcely  taken  two  doses  of  the  by- 

Journal  of  the  Medical  Scieneee,  drated  oxide  before  improveoMBt  was 


which  proceeded  steadUy  with  each  spoonfoL 

POISONING  BY  ARSENIC  TREATED    ]"^«^,  ^'^L''^''  wm  .omewhrt  oii^ 

Date,  out  tne  vomituur  ctbiot  at  once,  and 

WITH  H YDAaTED  oxide  OF  waa  followed  by  frequLt  liquid  stoouTafter 

IRON.  which  the  children  slept  quietly  till  mora* 

By  Da  KhaV^t  *"8^*  awaking  fatigued,  but  in  good  health. 

DY  UB,.  II.RAFFT.  j^  ^^^  ^j^  ^^^  get  wcU  io  fupidly,  thoQ^ 

Thb  chimney-sweeper  K ,  of  B— -,    nothing  more  was  required  in  the  way  of 

kept  in  the  house  a  mixture  of  white  arsenic    medicine  than  the  leeches  and  emuluoa. 
and  flour,  for  destroying  rats.     His  sister    The  quantity  of  arsenic  contained  in  the  pmp 

^_ • J_^_!_        i_  •  1  •*-•         a  .A_U    .^^^  W— *-  g— 1 T^  ■ %      « 


one  evening,  during  his  absence,  unwittingly  could  not  be  ascertained,  as  K         had  de» 

prepared  for  the  family  a  meal-pap  for  sup-  posited  the  remainder  of  the  rmt-poison  in 

per,  with  the  above  mixture.      Of  this  ths  the  ground.— Giu|»er'«  Woehemeekrift^  Get. 

three  children  partook,  about  eight  o'clock  1844. 

in  the  evening ;  one  a  boy  of  13,  another  of        [It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  copious 

10,  and  the  last  a  girt  of  11  years  old  ;  the  draughts   of   mUk  and   water  must   have 

remainder  was  swallowed  by  the  sunt.    The  served  to  dissolve  whatever  arsenic  remained 

children  ere  long  felt  unwell,  and  hurried  to  in  the  stomach,  otherwise  the  hydrated  pcr- 

bcd,  but  shortly  after  began  to  complain  of  oxide  of  iron  would  have  proved  effectless.— 

severe  pains  in  the  belly,  and  sense  of  ur.  Ed.  6az.] 

gent  constriction  referred  to  the  stomach.  

The  aunt  was  similarly  attacked.     Under  AMMONIA  GIVEN  OFF  BY  ALBU- 
aggravation  of  these  symptoms  the  whole  nctxT^-wTTo  »t  tttt^o 

party  were  seized  with  violent  and  continued  MllSOUb  FLUIDS, 

vomiting.     About  this  time,  10  o'clock  p.m.,  M.  Turck  communicated  a  memoir  to  the 

K returned  home,  and  learned  the  cause  Academy  of  Sciences,  on  the  chlorides  oe- 

of  the  mischief.      He  thought  to  subdue  it  cnrring  in  albuminous   liquids.      All    the 

by  administering  copious  dnughts  of  milk,  albuminous  liquids  he  hss  yet  examined , 

But  8s  the  vomiting  persisted,  and  the  pains  namely,  the  ssliva,  blood-serum,  and  white 

became  more  intense,   he  got  alarmed  for  of  egg,  are  continually  disengaging  ammonia, 

their  safety,  and  sent  for  Dr.  Krafft  at  one  The  formation  of  this  gaa  is  due,  ^  thinks^ 

o'clock  in  the  morning.     From  the  state-  to  the  simultaneous  presence  in  these  liquids 

ment  of  the  messenger,  and  the  nature  of  of  muriate  of  ammonia  and  caustic  soda, 

the  symptoms,  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  which  react  unceasingly  one  upon  the  other, 

to  the  fact  of  arsenical  poisoning  ;  the  doc-  ™>t>l  ^  Boda  completely  diMq>pearB.     la 

tor  therefore  ordered  hydrated  oxide  of  iron  fresh  albununous  fluids  there  is  not  ths  least 

to  be  exhibited  to  each  of  the  children,  in  trace  of  chloride  of  sodium  ;  it  is  only  m 

the  dose  of  half  a  table-spoonful  every  half  virtue  of  the  above  reaction  that  the  salt  is 

hour,  and  to  the  aunt  a  whole  table-spoonful  progressively  formed.    In  proportion  as  the 

at  like  intervals,  with  an  injunction  that  loda  replaces  the  ammonia  a  very  aing^^r 

word  should  be  sent  him  in  the  course  of  the  phenomenon  of  crystallisation  is  exhibited^ 

morning  of  the  result,  himself  being  laid  up  which  merits  the  attention  of  the  crystal- 

with  influensB  at  the  distance  of  a  league,  lographer.     He  concludes  by  stating  that 

He  received  intelligence  in  the  afternoon  the  evolution  of  ammonia  from  albamiMHM 

that  the  three  children  were  completely  re-  liquids  performs  an  important  part  in  the 

covered ;  but  the  aunt  still  suffered  from  animal    economy. — Oazetie    MUticale    de 

pain  in  the  stomach,  headache,  and  tremors  Paris,  Feb.  8,  1846. 

of  the  limbs,  for  which  ten  leeches  to  the 

epigastrium,  and  internally  an  oily  emulsion,  THE  NEW  BILL. 

were  prescribed.     Daring  the  day  he  paid  

the  family  a  visit,  and  found  all  well,  com-        To  ike  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Qazette* 
fortably  sitting  round  the  stove.    The  pa-  Sir, 

roit  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  value  Ik  your  remarks  on  Sir  J.  Graham's  BUI, 

of  the  antidote,  and  remarked  that  the  girl  just  received,  at  page  718  I  think  then  is 


TERCHLORIDE  OF  GOI/D  IN  RHEUMATIC-GOUTY  AFFECTIONS.    76X 


some  slight  anoertalotj  as  to  the  ahsolute 
light  of  registered  physicians  practising  in 
liondon,  if  they  please  so  to  do.  Your 
words  are,  "It  is  not  now  the  intention  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  to  repeal  the  act 
entirely,  hot  only  so  far  as  to  exempt  from 
its  penalties  all  physicians  who  shall  be 
registered  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
proposed  measures."  Am  I  to  understand 
from  this  that  all  registered  physicians  will 
be  entitled  to  practise  in  London  without 
let  or  hindrance  from  the  College  of  Phy- 
aicians  ?  Wherein  is  to  consist  the  regis- 
tration ?  and  are  all  giudnatea  of  Edinburgh, 
Dublin,  and  Glasgow,  entitled  to  be  regis- 
tered on  merdy  showing  their  degrees, 
without  any  further  examination  ?  for  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  perfect  absurdity  that 
such  men,  several  of  them  growing  grey  in 
the  profession,  and  forming  nine- tenths  of 
the  physicians  of  the  empire,  should  be 
required  to  submit  to  any  examination — to 
be  examined,  perhaps,  by  some  who  were 
learning  their  alphabets,  where  their  older 
brethren  were  working  hard  in  an  arduous 
profession.  Pray  enlighten  us  on  this  sub- 
ject. Country  physicians  have  long  felt  the 
illiberality  of  the  London  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, and  few  of  them  have  latterly  sought 
admission  into  its  walls;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  by  Sir  James  Graham's  bill  we  may 
be  permitted,  if  we  please,  to  practise  in 
London  without  any  molestaUon.  I  think 
you  would  confer  a  favour  upon  your  sub- 
scribers by  giving  the  bill  in  ftill ;  and  with 
every  excuse  for  thus  troubling  you, 

I  am,  sir. 
An  old  oorrespondent, 

MlDICUB. 

March  8, 1846. 

[We  subjoin  the  following  extracts  from 
the  new  bill  in  reference  to  the  points  men- 
tioned by  our  correspondent. — En.  Gaz.] 

In  danse  32,  it  is  enacted  '*  that  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  CouncU"  (of  Health) 
**  on  the  application  of  any  person  legally 
practising  or  entitled  to  practise  at  the  end 
qfthit  aeiHon  qf  Parliament  ^  as  a  physician 
or  surgeon  in  any  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  as  an 
apothecary  in  England,  to  cause  the  name  of 
such  person  to  be  registered  as  a  physician, 
Burgeon,  or  licentiate  in  medicine  and  sur- 
gery, ai  the  case  may  be,  on  production  to 
the  said  Council  of  his  diploma,  license,  or 
certificate,  &c." 

In  clause  30,  it  is  enacted  "  that  all  per- 
sons who  shall  be  registered  by  the  said 
Council  as  physidans,  shall  be  entitled  with- 
out other  license  than  such  registry  to  exer- 
cise or  practise  physio  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
in  il  other  parts  of  her  Majesty's  domi- 
nions," &c. 


Further,  in  clause  13,  it  is  enacted  "  tiiat 
a  register  shall  be  kept  and  published  from 
time  to  time,  under  the  direction  of  the  said 
Conncil,  of  all  persons  who  shall  have  been 
examined,  and  shall  have  received  and  shall 
exhibit  before  the  said  Council,  letters  testi- 
monial, as  hereinafter  mentioned,  of  their 
qualification  to  practise  as  a  physician,  or  as 
a  surgeon,  or  as  a  licentiate  in  medicine  and 
surgery,"  &c. 

QUIESCENCE  BY  ADHESION. 

To  the  Editor  qfike  Medical  Gazette, 

Sir, 

Thb  principle,  in  the  animal  economy,  of 
quiescence  by  adhesion,  which  was  suggested 
in  a  letter  signed  Zbta,  in  your  journal  of 
2d  August,  if  true,  seemed  to  the  writer  not 
likely  to  be  confined  to  that  organ  alone,  as 
he  endeavoured  to  instance  afterwards  in  the 
ligaments  of  the  wrist  and  instep.  And  to 
this  extension  of  the  principle  he  might  have 
added  the  provision  apparently  of  a  similar 
kind  in  those  four  muscles  of  the  leg  whose 
tendons  pass  to  the  sides  and  sole  of  the 
foot,  round  the  external  and  internal  ankle- 
knuckle,  namely,  the  peronei  longus  and 
brevis  on  the  one  side,  and  the  tibialis  pos- 
ticus and  flexor  digiturum  longus  on  the 
other.  Thus,  he  considers  the  crudal  liga- 
ment and  the  two  malleoli  to  form  not  only 
a.  system  of  pullies  whereby  indirect  motion 
is  effected,  but  likewise  a  system  of  breaks 
to  facilitate  repose,  without  the  help  of 
which  the  act  of  standing  would  be  one  of 
the  most  inconvenient  and  tiresome  efforts  of 
balancing  that  can  be  imagined. 

The  present  return  to  the  subject  is  only 
the  fulfilment  of  my  promise ;  for  not  being 
aware  that  it  has  met  with  any  notice  from 
the  medical  press  as  the  enundation  of  a  new 
fact  in  physiology,  I  am  made  doubtful 
of  its  correctness,  and  therefore  beg  you 
will  use  your  discretion  in  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  your  readers  to  the  subject  by  the 
insertion  of  this  note  from — ^dr, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Zbta. 

Feb.  12, 1845. 

THE  TERCHLORIDE  OF  GOLD  AS 

AN   OUTWARD   APPLICATION    IN 

RHEUMATIC-GOUTY  AFFECTIONS, 

Madb  into  a  salve  with  lard,  has  been  re- 
commended by  Dr.  Wilczewski.  It  is  said 
to  relieve  Uie  pain  often  in  a  truly  wonderful 
manner.  The  purple  stains  are  speedily  re- 
moved by  washing  the  part  with  a  little 
urine ;  a  fact  that  was  discovered  by  acci- 
dent.—HeifictiiucAe  Zeitwff,  No.  II,  1844. 
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STATE  OF  THE  THERMOMETER, 

DURING  rSBRUARY  1846. 

To  the  Editor  4^  the  Medteal  Oaatette. 

Sir, 
I  BfeND  you  a  record  of  the  state  of  Ther- 
mometer, at  Torqnay  and  at  Brixton  Hill, 
in  die  month  of  February,  taken  under  the 
same  circumatances,  and  a^  the  same  pe- 
riods of  the  day,  as  in  my  communication 
for  January. 

The  Devoaahire  climate,  as  you  will  see, 
has  borne  the  test  of  this  serere  winter  well, 
the  lowest  point  which  the  Thermometer 
marked  in  the  Strand,  at  this  place,  in 
February,  being  30  d^ees:  on  the  high 
ground  in  the  neighb^hood  I  belioTe  it 
was  as  low  as  24. — I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  serfant, 

C. 


Feb. 

Brixton  Hill. 

Torquay. 

1 

40 

44 

2 

40 

44 

3 

44 

48 

4 

43 

50 

5 

44 

48 

6 

40 

48 

7 

37 

46 

8 

36 

45 

9 

37 

46 

10 

37 

48 

11 

35 

50 

12 

32 

43 

13 

35 

48 

14 

40 

51 

15 

41 

50 

16 

42 

50 

17 

42 

51 

18 

42 

51 

19 

38 

50 

20 

38 

47 

21 

40 

46 

22 

39 

50 

23 

41 

51 

24 

43 

^^    f 

25 

45 

49 

26 

47 

51    1 

27 

48 

51 

28 

45 

52    i 

1 

FARRINGDON  GENERAL 

DISPENSARY. 

Dr.  W.  Camps,  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Brown, 

have   been    appointed    Physicians    to    the 

•above-named  institution.  

ROYAL  COLLEGEOF  SURGEONS  OF 
ENGLAND. 
Lht  qf  GetUUmen  admitted  Membera, 
Feb,  21. — J.  Heynes. — C.  Andrews.—- G. 
Ayton.' — F.  R.  Gibbes. — A.  B.  Allen. -^ 
S.  Le  Brun.— G.  J.  Macklin.— R.  S.  Ro- 
gers.— D.  H.  Gabb. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Oenttemem  vMo  have  obtetmed  Cert^iemiee, 
Feb.  20. — Geoge  Cleveland,  Lowestoff,  Suf- 
folk.— ^L.  F.Cnimmey,Stokedey,YorkUiire. 
^-Peter  lliomton,  Glosaop,  Derbydbire. 

Feb.  27.— J.  M.  Goodinge,  Redruth.-^ 
T.  R.  Cotterell,  CharlbiNy,  Oxon.— A. 
Stansbnry,  KiqgsdowB,  Bristol. — J.  N. 
Tompaon,  Totaeaa,  Deron.— T.  S.  HofwelL 
— J.  A.  Haynes. — H.  Woodwani,  Biceater. 

MORTALITY  of  thr  METROPOLIS. 

DetUhe  frem  ati  eaueee  regietered  im  ike 

week  endimff  StUurday,  Feb,  22. 

AllCavsbs 1191 

SraciFiBDC^usas < Ui9 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagious)  Diseases,  178;  among 
which,  of— 

dmaU  Pnx ao 

Measles  19 

Bcartatina  ao 

Hooping  Ooogh  88 

Croup 8 

Thrush s 

Diarrbcea   7 

Dysentery  i 

Cholera    o 

Influensa s 

Typhus    80 

II.— 'Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat  108 ; 
among  which,  of-> 

Inflammation 0 

Dropsy 85 

Scrotala 4 

Cancer 16 

Atrophy 10 

Debility  16 

SnddenDeaths 9 

III.— Oiseasesorthe  Brain,  Spinal  BfarroiT, 
.  Nerves,  and  Senses,  164}  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephaloi # 85 

Apoplexy 80 

Paralysis ^ 23 

Convulsions 44 

Insanity  l 

DeUrinm  Tremens 0 

TV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Organs  of  Respmitiofi»  4i6 ; 
among  whlch^  of 

Pneumonia KM 

Hydrothorax 7 

Asthma  flS 

Phthisis  or  Consumption  ....  \Si6 

Diseases  of  the  Longs,  ftc. ...  <19 

v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Biood-veassls  94 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  rad 
other  Or|[ans  of  Digestion,  73 ; 
among  which,  of—* 

Teething 16 

Gastritis 4 

Enteritis 11 

Tabes  7 

Hernia 4 

Disease  of  Stomach,  ftc 8 

Disease  of  Liver,  &c 13 

VTI.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc 9 

VIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Utems, 
ftc.  18;  among  which,  of— 

Childbirth IS 

Disease  of  Uterus 8 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints.frc 7 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  CeUolar  Tisane^  lie  0 

XI.-OUlAjfe 77,...,  109 

XII.— Violence,  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intern- 

peranos IS 

lYrLsoN  ft  OoiLVT,  57,  SIdnner  Street,  London. 
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GULSTONIAN  LECTURES,  quainted  with  the  exteosUe  range  of  those 

^..        .-..    -      .^.,        ^T>t«j«     ^  iciences  which  arc  the  legitimaCo  objects  of 

Detwerid  at  the  Royal  College  qfPhytictani.  ^^^^^^^^^  j^  t^g  .^udy  of  our  profession,  they 

Br  G.  OwBN  Rbes,  M.D.  F.R.S.  should  have  despaired  of  ever  being  able  to 

Assistant-Pbysirian  to  Guy»s  Hospital,  and  Phy-  class  the  novelties  they  observed  among  the 

skian  to  the  Peotonville  Prison.  effects  of  any  known  cause,  or  of  tracing  the 

^__^_^  oocurrenoe  of  analogoos  phenomena  in  the 

reactions  of  inorganic  nature,  and  out  of  the 

Gbntlsmrn, — In  the  lectures  which  I  am  great  laboratory  of  the  human  organism.     It 

about  to  have  the  honour  of  delivering  be-  u  to  be  regretted,  however,  that,  instead  of 

fore  you,  it  is  my  intention  to  enter  upon  patiently  waiting  in  the  hope  that  physics 

the  consideration  of  the  blood  principally  in  and  chemistry  might  yet  unravel  the  mys- 

regard  to  its  physical  and  physiological  attri-  teries,  the  wearied  scholar  should  have  ia- 

botes,  and  to  combine  this  with  such  patho-  vented  the  power  tailed  vitality.     It  would 

logical  references  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  be  well  for  medicine  if  the  philosophical  use 

and  the  present  state  of  science  may  permit,  of  this  word  were  more  strictly  adhered  to 

But  a  short  period  has  elapsed  since  a  in  the   present  day ;    if,  instead  of  being 

confessed  belief  in  the  truth  of  a  humoral  nnderetood  to   imply  the    existence  of   a 

pathology  would  have  brought  disrespect,  if  power,  it  were  simply  used  to  convey  the 

not    reproof,   on  the  professor,   and    dis-  meaning  of  a  restiog*place  for  phenomena 

eases  of  the  blood  were  esteemed  as  existing  as  yet  unexplained,  and  which  we  may  hope 

only  in  the  imaginations  of  the  uninitiated,  will  all  eventually  be  recognised  as  mecha- 

How  far  such  an  opinion  may  have  received  nical  or  chemical  effects.    Those  who  are 

support  from  the  state  of  science  at  the  inclined  to  believe  that  the  functions  of  the 

period  to  which  I  allude,  it  is  not  very  easy  animal  organism  will  be  eventually  explained 

to  determine,  but  it  appeara  probable  that  on  chemical  and  mechanical  principles,  and 

animal  chemistry  especially  held  a  low  rank  even  imitated  out  of  the  body,  may  perhaps 

among  the  sciences,  and  had  not  given  that  be  accused  of  boldness ;  bat  is  he  not  rather 

fair  promise  of  asstttance  to  the  physician  open  to  the  accusation  of  temerity  who  would 

on  which  we  now  have  to  congratulate  our-  Tenture  to  place  a  mark  beyond  which  che- 

selves.    The  greatest  fault,  indeed,  which  mical  and  mechanical  phenomena  an  not 

the  most  angry  bumoralist  of  the  present  to  occur  ?    There  ia  one  circumstance  which 

day  could  consistently  find  with  those  who  appean  to  have  materially  interfered  with 

formerly  had  held  his  branch  of  inquiry  in  the  development  of  that  faith  in  the  power 

contempt  would  be,  that  they  had  not  exer-  of  chemistry  more  especially,  which,  had  it 

cised  an  enlightened  faith  in  the  progress  of  been  encouraged,  might  have  placed  us  far 

the  accessory  sciences,  and  had  been  content  in  advance  of  our  present  position.    I  alludo 

to  disregard  the  phenomena  shown  by  the  to  the  fact,  that  the  phenomena  observed  ia 

fluids,  because  they  presented  intricacies  on  the  living  body  have  been  regarded  as  ia 

which  science  had  aa  yet  failed  to  throw  the  themselves  more  wonderful  than  those  oc« 

desired  light.     It  is  scarcely  a  matter  for  cnrring  among  the  inorganic  constitnenta  of 

surprise  Uial,  unassisted  by  the  accessory  the  globe.    Now  it  may  at  first  appear  a 

sciences,  physiologists  and  physicians  should  startling  assertion  to  declare  that  the  deoom- 

have  had  recourse  to  the  assumption  of  position  of  the  salts  of  silver  by  sine  ia  in 

extraordinary  agencies  to  account  for  the  itself  quite  as  wonderful  as  the  most  striking 

production  of  the  various  phenomena  ob-  phenomenon   occurring    as    the    result    of 

served  in  the  human  frame ;    that,  unac-  otganixation.     It  is  true  that  we  are  abtei 

902.— XXXV.  2  Z 
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in  the  one  case,  to  addnce  analogies  without  preTented  the  extraction  of  its  colouring 
number,  and  to  reduce  this  result  obtained  matter ;  the  addition  of  water,  howerer, 
on  inorganic  matter  to  a  numerous  class,  diluting  the  saline  solution,  he  beliered  di- 
but  it  mutt  not  be  supposed  that  such  con-  minished  irritation,  rdiered  contraction,  and 
ditibns  have  led  us  to  an  appreciation  of  its  allowed  the  hematosine  to  dissolve  from  the 
essential  nature.  It  is  an  ultimate  fact,  that  corpuscle.  'U'hen,  sir,  I  shall  have  had 
zinc  attracta  oxygen  from  the  silver  salts,  the  honour  of  describing,  in  an  after-part  of 
and  the  cause  is  unknown.  this  lecture,  the  results  which  have  lately 
If  we  consider  the  so-called  vital  actions,  been  obtained  by  microscopical  experiments, 
we  shall  observe  that  we  are  frequently  at  a  and  by  taking  advantage  of  the  mechanical 
loss  for  analogies  among  the  results  obtained  effects  of  solutions  of  yarious  specific  gra- 
by  experiment  on  inorganic  bodies,  but  we  vities,  you  will  perceive  that,  had  the  ezperi- 
must  not  be  too  hasty  in  concluding  from  ment  of  adding  water  to  serum  in  order  to 
this  that  such  phenomena  are  the  effects  of  assist  it  in  dissolving  red  colouring  matter, 
a  cause  entirely  separable  in  its  nature  from  never  been  made,  you  would  have  been  able 
those  we  recognise  for  the  production  of  to  foretel  that,  under  such  circumstances, 
effecta  in  organic  chemistry.  What  I  have  the  effect  would  occur  as  the  necessary  result 
just  advanced  may  be  well  exemplified  by  of  the  mechanical:  conditions  presented  by 
referenee  to  the  phenomena  termed  catalytic,  the  anatomy  of  the  oorpuadea,  and  the 
Catalysis  is  to  organic  chemistry  what  vita*  action  of  the  laws  of  endosmose.  This 
lity  is  to  physiology  ;  a  certain  nomber  of  action  is,  in  fact,  now  known  to  be  simply 
inexplicable  phenomena  occur  resembling  mcchanicaL  I  may  quote  another  instance 
each  other  in  one  or  more  particulars,  and  a  bearing  upon  the  point  under  oonsideratioa 
term  has  been  brought  into  use  indicative  of  in  the  action  of  the  artificial  digestive  flnid, 
the  existence  of  a  power,  and  under  this  head  a  compound  which  very  closely  resembles 
have  been  classed  these  phenomena,  inex-  the  gastric  juice ;  it  is  prepared  from  aIbu-> 
plicable  on  established  principles,  and  pre-  minous  structures,  and  by  its  action  mns- 
senting  all  the  difficulties  in  classification  cular  fibre  and  other  alimentary  matters  are 
which  attend  the  arrangement  of  the  most  easily  dissolved,  no  other  care  being  neoes> 
mysterious  actions  of  the  animal  organism,  sary  to  effect  this  than  to  keep  the  mixture 
We  wait  for  the  development  of  some  more  at  a  temperature  of  the  blood  (98**  Fah.) 
general  law  which  shall  toclnde  these  unex*>  Th\n  fluid  may  be  kept  for  months  in  closed 
plained  effects,  and  no  longer  leave  the  con-  vessels,  but  is  still  capable  of  acting  in  the 
ventional  term  catalysis  as  an  opprobrium  to  manner  described,  showing  that  digestion 
chemistry.  In  like  manner,  vitality,  already  is  no  mora  than  a  solvent  action,  and  one 
deprived  of  many  phenomena  once  ascribed  concerning  the  nature  of  which  we  may 
to  its  power,  may  be  expected  to  lose  daily  hope  to  gain  valuable  information  by  cbemt- 
in  importance,  owing  to  the  rapid  strides  of  cal  and  microscopical  research.  It  may 
science,  and  ultimately  to  have  the  whole  of  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  mention  that  it 
its  effects  grouped  as  chemical  and  physical  is  still,  as  it  ever  has  been  since  the  fact  was 
phemomena,  which  may  be  imitated  out  of  first  observed,  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  ex- 
the  living  body,  or  will  present  such  analogies  plain  the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  and  this 
with  well-known  chemical  and  mechanical  action  has  consequently  been  attributed  to 
efiiicts  as  shall  at  once  serve  to  declare  their  the  power  of  vitality.  Now,  though  onr 
nature.  I  may  here  quote  a  striking  fact  present  knowledj^,  anatomical  and  chemical, 
(Connected  with  the  history  of  the  blood,  in  no  way  enables  us  to  explain  this  fact, 
showing  the  manner  in  which  an  advance  in  are  we  to  despair  of  reducing  it  to  the  con- 
physical  knowledge  has  deprived  vitality  of  dition  of  a  result  governed  by  physical  and 
one  of  its  most  curious  effects.  It  has  been  chemical  laws  ?  If  we  study  the  history  of  thia 
long  known  to  chemists  that  the  coloured  subject,  we  shall  find  that  experimenters  haye 
corpuscles  of  the  blood  do  not  yield  their  certainly  been  unfortunate  in  one  respect, 
colouring  matter  to  serum,  though  when  namely,  in  not  having  possessed  the  advantage 
water  is  added  an  immediate  solution  takes  of  a  correct  knowle^  of  the  physical  struo- 
place.  Now  serum  is  easily  tinged  by  ture  of  the  blood,  and  of  the  iufloence  of 
icolouring  matters  added  to  it,  and  presents,  certain  physical  laws  on  its  condition. 
In  this  respect,  no  pecoliarity  distinguishing  It  is  true  that  many  whose  names  hay^ 
It  from  other  fluids,  which  makes  the  effect  descended  to  us  with  well-deserved  honour 
observed  at  a  first  view  very  unaccountable,  have  applied  abilities  of  no  ordinary  cast  to 
Berzelius  attempted  a  chemical  explanation  unravel  this  difiicult  question,  but  it  must 
of  this  curious  fact.  Mfiller,  however,  dis-  be  remembered  that  such  men  laboured 
proved  the  correctness  of  his  view,  and  under  disadvantages  which  are  now  in 
Schultze  lately  has  referred  it  to  the  vitality  great  measure  removed ;  and  recent  disco- 
of  the  red  corpuscle,  considermg  that  the  veries  in  animal  chemistry,  together  with 
action  of  the  salts  contained  in  serum  stimn-  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of 
lated  the  corpuscle  to  contraction,  and  thus  more  perfect  optical  instruments,  pUce  the 
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ObflSfftflt  off  ikb  Jptneftent  dfei^  In  a  mord  ouanHty  compared  with  that  of  the  lighter 

fllTonrikble  podtloB  for  the  pmaectatioii  of  suid.     Having  premised  these  ohserrationi 

original  research  than  that  eigoyed  by  the  on  endosmodtc  action,  I  shall  now  proceed 

moat  gifted  of  thfeir  pi^ecesiors ;  and  those  to  consider  the  blood  in  its  physical  relations, 

who  BOW  enter  on  the  ta4k  which  Hniiter  and  in  doing  so  shall  regard  it  as  it  is  gene« 

■nd  Hewaon  left  linfiniahed,  need  iiot  fsd  rally  believed  to  exist  in  the  circulation, 

dls^oiiMgtid  by    knowing  that  such    men  vix.  aa  lionoir  sanguinis,  containing  floating 

failed  Where  tiiey  are  hoping  to  succeed,  coloured  bodies  designated  blood  corpascles 

Though  no  explanation  of  the  coagulation  of  or  globules.    My  reasons  for  following  this 

the  Uood  has  aa  yet  been  proposed  jioasess-  method  are,    firstly,    to    ensure    a   more 

ihg  tt^  dmplicity,  and  admitting  of-  that  thorough  understanding  of  several  points  to 

fhciUty  and  exactitude  of  demonstration,  which    I    shall    have    occasion    to    refer; 

Whid^  characterises    the    truth,    we    have  secondly,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity 

lately  gained  such    Important    knowledge  of  showing  yon  that  this  is  really  the  true 

relating  to  this  effect,  that  those  who  are  condition  of  the  fluid  blood  as  it  exists  in 

faiclineS  to  experiment  are  placed  in  a  very  the  vessels  ;   and  thirdly,  because  it  is  in 

enviable  position  for  dlteovery.  this  form  that  I  believe  blood  ought  to  be 

As  it  is  my  intention  on  the  present  considered  pathologically, 

occasion  to  enter  on  the  physical  relations  I  shall  first  direct  attention  to  the  floating 

of  the  blood,  I  shall  beg  leave,  sir,  to  com*  corpuscles.    This  body  has  been  very  diffe* 

menoe  by  directing  attention  to  the  subject  rently    described  by  physiologists  ;    some 

of  endosmosis — ^a  power  whidh  I  hope  to  having  considered  it  as  composed  of  solid 

shew  must  exercise  considerable  influence  matter — ^In  fact,  that  it  is  a  soft  solid — while 

In  directing  or  controlling  both  the  phy-  others  consider  it  to  possess  a  vesicular 

tiological  and  pathological  phenomena  oc«  structure.    There  are  considerable  and  Im- 

enrring  in  animal  bodies.  portent  differences  of  opinion,    however. 

Though  many  yean  have  elapsed  since  existing  even  among  those  who  agree  in 
Dntrochet  pointed  out  the  curious  property  believing  the  corpuscle  to  be  a  vesicle,  some 
possessed  by  membranes  of  allowing  the  regarding  it  as  made  up  of  a  white  mem* 
mixture  of  fluids  to  occur  through  Ihem,  brane,  containing  a  fluid  of  a  red  colour, 
not  only  by  permeation  or  Imbibition,  but  while  others  believe  that  the  vesicle  is  red, 
by  a  powerful  force  when  any  difference  In  and  the  contained  liquor  of  a  pale  tint* 
the  speciflc  gravity  of  such  fluids  exists,  The  existence  of  a  nucleus  in  the  corpuscle 
still,  it  la  only  very  lately  that  this  power  of  the  human  blood  is  also  denied  by  many ; 
has  been  considered  in  its  relation  to  patho-  and  the  exact  situation  it  occupies  again 
logy,  and  I  will  therefore  shortly  state  the  divides  the  opinions  of  those  who  believe  in 
eonditioni  of  endosmodic  action.  If  a  tube  its  presence.  In  considering  these  conflict- 
be  closed  at  one  end  by  membrane  firmly  lug  opinions,  it  might  at  first  appear  a 
iecured  over  it,  and  then  used  aa  a  vessel  to  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to  resolve  anjr 
contain  a  saline  solution,  we  shall  find,  on  part  of  a  question  depending  so  much  on 
allowing  the  end  secured  by  membrane  to  microscopical  evidenoe ;  but  though  there 
stand  in  a  dish  containing  either  water  or  a  are  still  many  difficulties  to  contend  with 
saline  solution  of  less  specific  gravity  than  in  the  demonstration  of  a  nucleus,  we  have 
that  contained  in  the  tube,  that  a  very  rapid  fortunately  obt^ned  a  means  of  determining 
action  wlU  take  place  through  the  mem-  pretty  certainly  two  of  the  points  in  ques- 
brane,  causing  the  tube  to  become  filled  tion — ^firstiy,  tiiat  the  corpuscles  possess  a 
firom  without,  and  in  oppoution  to  gravity,  vesicular  structure,  and  secondly,  that  the 
If  we  now  examine  the  fluid  in  the  dish,  we  fluid  oontuned  within  the  corpuscle  is  red, 
■hall  find  that  a  certain  quantity  of  the  and  the  containing  membrane  white, 
contents  of  the  tube  has  descended  into  it ;  If  fireah  blood  be  mixed  with  a  watery 
but  the  tube  will  be  found  to  have  received  solution  of  sugar,  salt,  or  indeed  any  soluble 
a  far  larter  proportion  of  the  fluid  in  the  matter  which  wiQ  not  act  chemically  on  the 
dish,  and  if  we  allow  the  action  to  continue,  blood,  we  shall  find,  on  microscopical  exa- 
tt  wfil  at  last  be  filled  to  overflowing.  If  mination,  that  certain  nhysical  effects  are 
we  mo£fy  this  experiment,  by  putting  in  produced  on  the  corpuscles,  varying  accord- 
the  dish  a  fluid  of  higher  specific  gravity  Ing  to  the  specific  gravity  of  the  solution 
than  that  contained  in  the  tube,  we  shafi  with  which  the  blood  has  been  mixed.  Now, 
And  that  the  tube,  instead  of  filling,  becomes  presuming  the  blood  corpuscle  to  be  a  vesicle 
rapidly  empty,  shewing  that  in  both  these  or  closed  membrane  containing  a  Kquid,  the 
oases  the  fluid  of  high  specific  gravity  attracts  specific  gravity  of  this  muat  be  the  same  as 
that  of  lower  density  in  larger  proportion  t^atoftheflnidin  which  the  corpuscle  floats, 
through  the  membrane  dividing  them.  It  for  such  is  the  necessary  consequence  o£ 
must  be  remembered  that  the  heavy  liquid  stasis ;  and  if,  by  altering  the  specific 
always  passes  in  a  certain  proportion  gravity  of  the  fluid  suspending  the  corpuscle, 
tbrongh  the  membrane,  but  always  in  small  we  can  alter  the  condition  of  the  vesicle 
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itself,  by  cbangiog  the  proportion  of  ita  to  30,  and  tbe  corpntole  would  of  Becemtf  > 

contents,    in    accordance    witb    the    laws  contain  a  fluid  of  no  higher  specific  gimTity 

goveming  endosmodic  action,  it  is  no  longer  than  this. 

possible  to  resist  the  conclusion  that  the  Having  thus,  1  trust,  proved  that  tfao 

blood  corpuscle  is  truly  a  vesicle  or  bladder  blood-oorpuscle  possesses  a  vesicular  strvc* 

containing  fluid.     Experiment  has  shewn  ture,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  examination  of 

that  such  effects  really  occur :  thus  if  we  its  contents,  and  to  describe  the  method  of 

mix  freshly-drawn  blood  with  a  solution  of  determining  whether  the  vesicle  or  mem* 

a  specific  gravity  higher  than  that  of  the  brane  be  of  a  red  colour,  or,  on  the  oon- 

liquor  sanguinis,  we  immediately  observe  trary,  tl^at  the  red  colour  of  the  corpiuelo 

the  form  of  the  corpuscles  to  alter — they  depends  on  the  contents  of  the  transpstrent 

become  flaccid  and  empty,  owing  to  the  membrane,  the  membrane  itself  being  white. 

liquid  of  high  specific  gravity  having  drawn  I  have  already  shown  that  liquids  of  high 

from  the  vesicle  a  larger  proportion  of  fluid  ip.  grav.  are  capable  of  drawing  out  a  large 

than  it  supplied  to  it,  in  accordance  with  the  proportion  of  the  contents  of  the  oorpuacla* 

law  of  endosmosis.     If  we  reverse  this  ex-  and  so  rendering  them  flaccid,  while  liquids 

periment,  by  mixing  with  the  blood  a  solu-  of  a  low  sp.  grav.  draw  out  but  little  of 

tion  of  lower  specific  gravity  than  that  of  their  contents,  supplying  to  them  a  larger 

the  liquor  sanguinis,  a  contrary  effect  is  portion  of  fluid  than  they  draw  from  within » 

immediately  produced,  tbe  corpnsclcs  be-  and  thus  producing  distention.      Now  this 

coming  distended  and  rounded  in  a  very  being  the  case,  it  is  evident  that  if  we  ob- 

marked  degree ;    more  fluid  in  this  case  tain  some  means  of  ascertaining  the  colour 

entering  the  corpuscle,  while  but  little  will  of  the  fluid  floating  round  these  oorpuscles, 

pass  out.     If  to  these  corpuscles,  so  altered  both  in  tbe  distended  and  flaccid  state,  we 

by  tbe  action  of  solutions,  we  now  again  shall   (presuming   the  contained  liquor  to 

apply  these  tests,  bat  on  this  occasion  add  be  of  a  red  colour)  be  able  to  detect  in  one 

the  solution  of  low  specific  gravity  to  the  case  a  deep  red  tinting,  and,  in  tbe  other,  a 

collapsed  corpuscles,  and  that  of  high  spe-  yery  light  stain,  only  communicated  to  the 

cific  gravity  to  those  distended,  we   shall  fluids  in  which  the  corpuscles  float.      It 

find  Uiat  wo  are  enabled   to  return  each  having    been   proved  microscopically   thfit 

specimen  to  its  former  condition,  or  nearly  liquids  pass  in  and  out  of  the  blood  oorpus- 

BO.     We  can  always,  however,  distend  the  cles  in  proportions  bearing  a  relation  to 

corpuscles  which  we  at  first  collapsed,  and  their  sp.  grav.,  that  is  to  say,  in  accordance 

collapse  those  we  at   first  distended,    by  with  the  established  law  of  endosmosis,  it 

treating  them  in  this  manner.    The  effects  occurred  to  me  that  as  we  should  be  able  by 

I  have  shewn  must  not  be  confounded  with  treating  a  collected  mass  of  corpuscles  with 

the  action  of  simple  permeation  or  imbibi-  solutions  differing  in  density,   to   produce 

tion ;  they  have  no  analogy  with  such  effects,  the  same  effects  on  a  larger  scale,  we  ought 

but  are  results  identical  with  those  obtuinrd  to  find  that  the  heavier  liquid,  having  drawn 

by  Dutrocbet  in  his  experiments  relating  to  out  a  large  proportion  or  fluid  contents  of 

the  action  of  fluids  varying  in  specific  gravity  the  corpuscles,  would  be  observed  of  a  deep 

when  applied  to  the  opposite  sides  of  the  red  colour,  while  tbe  liquid  of  lighter  q>. 

game  membrane.     It  has  been   found  by  grav.  having  drawn  out  a  less  proportion  of 

careful  experiment  that  in  order  to  collapse  the  contents,  would  be  but  slightly  tinted, 

the  corpuscles  a  solution  of  sp.  gr.  lOCO  is  having  in  virtue  of  its  low  sp.  grav.  entered 

required ;    but  this  acts  slowly  in    some  the  corpuscle  in  large  proportion,  and  drawn 

caHf  s,  and  to  produce  the  effect  decidedly  a  out  but  little  of  its  coloured  liquid.      These 

solution  of  1070,  or  more,  should  be  em-  experiments  were  made,  and  they  proved  in 

ployed.      Solutions  cease  to  distend    the  a  striking  manner  that  the  liquid  withdrawn 

corpuscles  when  of  sp.  gr.  1050  to  55,  and  from  the  corpuscles  was  of  a  red  colour; 

to  distend  them  well  a  solution  of  1015  or  the  solution  of  sp.  grav.  higher  than  that  of 

10  is  desirable.     Now  the  specific  gravity  the  liquor  sanguinis  having  produced  on  the 

of  the  blood  is  about  1057  to  €0 ;  and  as  subsidence  of  the  corpuscles  a  supernatant 

the  corpuscles  remain  unaltered  by  solutions  fluid  of  a  deep   red  colour,  while  that  of 

of  from  1050  to  1060,  we  may  conclude  lower  sp.  grav.  yielded  a  supernatant  liquor 

that  the  average  specific  gravity  of  liquor  of  a  pale  rose  tint.     It'  now  could  no  longer 

sanguinis  lies  somewhere  between  those  two  be  a  matter  of  doubt  that  the  colour  of  the 

points,  which  it  is  a  matter  of  some  interest  liquid  enclosed  by  the  vesicle  was  red,  bat 

to  have  ascertained,  as  it  proves  that  the  it  still  remained  to  be  shown  that  the  vesicle 

fibrin  of  the  blood  is  dissolved,  and  not  sua-  itself  was  white ;  and,  fortunately,  we  pos* 

pended  in  the  liquor  sanguinis.     For  were  sessed  an  easy  method  of  effecting  this.      It 

the  latter  the  case,  the  corpuscle  would  be  is  well  known  to  those  who  examine  the 

rapidly  collapsed  by  solutions  of  1050,  inas-  blood  microscopically,  that  when  pure  water 

much  as  the  serum  suspending  the  fibrin  is  added  to  the  corpuscles,  they  are  at  once 

could  only  have  a  specific  gravity  of  1029  destroyed,  and  the  observations  above  de- 
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tailed  afford  an  easy  eiplanation  of   thia  tabatancee  quite  Mch  as  might  be  expected 

pheDomenon,  for  a  rapid  endosmodic  action  to  result  from  the  barsting  of  envelopes, 

tending  to  fill  the  corpuscles  must  of  neees-  baTing  the  appearance  of  shreds  of  mem- 

sity^  occur  on  the  addition  of  water,  and  the  brane,  some  corrugated,    others    flattened 

delicate  membrane  could  scarcely  be  expected  out ;  2dly,  white  bodies,  somewhat  resem- 

to  withstand  this  sudden  effect,  and  would  bling  the  blood-corpuscles,  thin  at   their 

probably  burst ;  at  least  such  was  the  na-  edges,  and  about  two-thirds  the  diameter  of 

tural    conclusion,    on    the    correctness    of  the  corpuscles;    3dly,    granules,   probably 

which  the  success  of  the  following  experi-  due,  in  part,  to  serum,  and  I  haye  reason  to 

ment  was  dependent,  it  being  made  with  a  believe,  in  some  measure,  to  partial  disinte- 

Tiew  of  examining  the  colour  of  the  burst  gration  of  the  nuclei.     The  solid  bodies  of 

oases  or  enrelopes,  which  had  formed  part  lai^er  size,  I   feel  persuaded  in  my  own 

of  the  now  dismtegrated  corpuscle.     The  mind  are  truly  the  nuclei  of  the  red  cor- 

experiment  consisted  of  the  following  steps :  puscles.     I  have  said  that  these  bodies,  aa 

—A  quantity  of  corpuscles  were  allowed  to  existing  in  the  precipitate,  are  two-thirds 

subside  from  serum  into  which  they  had  the  breadth  of  the  ^corpuscles  themselves, 

been  introduced,  by  breaking  up  in  it  a  and  it  may  be  matter  of  surprise  that  so 

portion  of  crassamentum,  and  then  pouring  large  a  substance  entering  into  the  composi- 

it  off,   while  containing  corpuscles  In  sus-  tion  of  this  structure  should  not  at  once 

pension,  leaving  behind  the  coarser  particles  show  itself  when  the  blood  is  exhibited  in 

of  broken  crassamentum,  which  were  al-  its  perfect  state  under  the  microscope,  but 

lowed  time  to  sink  to  the  bottom.      This  the  fact  is,  that  the  refractive  power  of  this 

mixture  was  set  to  stand  during  several  body  is  so  nearly  identical  with  that  of  the 

hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  fluid  contents  of  the  membrane  by  which  it 

corpuscles  had  collected  at  the  bottom  of  is  surrounded,  that  it  is  not  until  this  condi- 

the  vessel.     The  supernatant  clear  semm  was  tion  is  altered  by  processes  such  as  I  have 

next  poured  off,  as  neariy  as  could  be  effected  described  that  we  are  enabled  to  detect  the 

without  disturbing  the  deposit.     This  having  outline  of  the  nucleus  satisfectorily.      The 

been  done,  the  mass  of  corpuscles  was  thrown  bodies  I  have  just  noticed  as  nuclei  have 

into  distilled  water,  and  this  mixture  set  been  frequently  mentioned  by  micrographers 

aside  for  twelve  hours,     The  anticipated  re*  as  "  corpascles  deprived  of  their  colouring 

suit  was  now  obtained :  the  water  had  burst  matter, '^   and,  indeed,  they  have  very  much 

the  corpuscles    by  rapid    endosmose,    the  of  that  appearance  after  maceration  in  water, 

burst  envelopes  had  subsided,  and  were  cot-  being  quite  two-thirds  the  sixe  of  the  blood- 

lected  in  a  white  stratum  as  a  precipitate,  corpn^nles,  and  therefore  &r  exceeding  the 

while  the  supernatant  liquid  held  the  red  dimensions  which  most  persons  would  be 

colouring  matter  in  solution,  inclined    to    allow    them.      It    might    be 

I  have  as  yet  noticed  the  corpuscle  only  asked  what  a  corpuscle,  deprived  of  its  co- 

BO  far  as  its  vesicular  structure  is  concerned,  louring  matter,  becomes  ?     From  that  which 

but  there  is  another  point,  and  one  of  great  I  have  already  shown,  we  see  that  such  a 

interest,  on  which  much  light  can  be  thrown  condition   cannot  well    be    brought  about 

by  the  last  experiment.  without  bursting  the  vesicle,  and  allowing 

The  existence  of  a  nucleus  in  the  human  its  contents  to  escape,  in  which  case  any 
corpuscle  is  a  question  dividing  the  opinions  solid  capable  of  assuming  a  definite  form, 
of  physiologists  and  anatomists ;  nor  is  it  a  and  observed  in  the  dibrist  must  be  regarded 
matter  of  surprise  that  such  should  be  the  as  having  once  formed  part  of  the  perfect 
cue,  inasmuch  as  the  appearances  presented  corpuscle ;  and  it  is  this  which  1  consider  we 
under  the  microscope  are  such  as,  at  a  first  must  call  the  nucleus.  Those  who  make  a 
view,  entirely  to  discountenance  such  an  study  of  the  microscopic  characters  of  the 
idea ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  analogy  blood  will,  I  think,  best  be  able  to  persuade 
would  lead  us  to  believe  in  a  nucleus,  themselves  of  the  truth  of  the  position  I 
Careful  disintegration  and  examination  of  the  ha%'e  advocated,  by  experimenting  on  the 
corpuscles,  however,  yield  appearances  ren-  blood  of  birds,  and  comparing  the  results 
dering  the  existence  of  this  body  more  than  obtained  with  specimens  from  the  human 
probable.  I  have  stated  that  on  rupturing  subject  similarly  treated.  Thus,  if  a  speci- 
the  corpuscles  by  water,  we  are  enabled  to  men  of  each  kind  be  placed  in  a  drop  of 
collect  a  white  precipitate.  Now  if  the  water,  on  a  slip  of  glass  held  in  an  inclined 
blood  eorpusde  be  made  up  of  a  vesicle  en-  position,  and  then  examined  under  a  power- 
closing  a  nucleus,  as  well  as  a  red  coloured  ful  microscope,  we  shall  observe  in  the  case 
fluid,  we  ought  (unless  the  nucleus  be  solu-  of  the  blood  of  the  bird  that  the  well-known 
ble)  to  be  able  to  detect  it  by  microscopical  ovoid  nuclei  have  escaped  from  fhe  burst 
examination  in  the  white  debris  of  the  oor-  cases,  are  floating  in  the  water,  and  oollect- 
puscles  forming  the  white  precipitate.  I  have  ing  towards  the  lower  part  of  the  specimen, 
carefully  examined  this  deposit,  and  find  it  which  must  be  examined  with  the  glass  still 
made  up  of  three  kinds  of  bodies  : — 1st,  in  an  inclined- position.     In  the  specimen  ot 
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hamaa  blobd  ainiUar  appeaftucet  will  bfli  pUte  In  t)»e  Kmg^  U  not  •  lurineipal  part  in 

obaerred,  and  I  feel  inctined  to  think  th^t  that  proceM,  and   imiDediately  connected 

a  Terf  liew  experitnents,  conducted  in  Iba  with  tfao  abiorption  of  otygen  i^  the  blood* 

manner  deacribedi  will  seme  to  convince  any  Before  I  deacrib(»  the  anrangement  by  mten* 

carefnl  observer  of  the  existence  of  a  nncleua  of  which  this  rod  colouring  matter  ii  iapplied« 

in  the  blood -corpuscle  of  the  human  subject.  I  must  premise  that  thia  aubftanoef  which 

The  physical  relations  existing  between  exists  dissolved  in  the  liquid  contained  bj 

the  blood- corpuscle  and  the  liquor  sanguinis,  the  envelppe,  is  the  true  locus  of  the  inm 

dependent  on  the  speciftc  gravity  and  the  contained  in  the  blood,  the  prooli  of  which 

influence  of  the  laws  of   endosmose,  aro  will  be  hereafter  noticed, 

matters  of  great  interest  to  the  pathologist,  Now  there  are  two  conditions  whidi  most 

and  I  shall  therefore  u\  this  part  of  my  lec«  be  fulfilled  in  order  to  supply  iron  to  the 

tares  enter  on  physical  oonsidemtions,  and  corpuscle  t   in  the  first  place,  a  liquid  eon** 

only  treat  of  the  chemistry  of  the  subject  so  taining  iron  in  solntion  must  be  brought  in 

fhr  as  may  be  necessary  to  ^  full  understand*  contact  with  it;   nnd  secondly ,  this  liquid 

ing  of  the  view  I  am  al^ut  to  take.    Physi-  must  he  enabled  to  outer  through  the  mcm« 

oil  conditions  play  a  most  important  part  brane  freely,  or  it  will  scarcely  answer  the 

in  effecting  the  renovation  of  the  blood,  and  required  purpose.    If  we  regard  the  entrance 

I  shall  proceed  to  show  the  manner  in  which  of  chyle  into  the  blood  as  a  means  of  obtain- 

this  function  is  performed.      It  is  true  that  ing  the  required  oondition,  we  shall  find  that 

certain  obvious  means  are  adopted  in  order  we  already  know  sufiicient  of  the  structure 

to  supply  the  fibrinous,  albuminous,  serous,  of  that  fluid  to  enable  10  to  perceive  bow 

and  saline  ingredients  composing  the  liquor  admirably  it  is  adapted  for  the  purpose  in 

sanguinis,  by  admitting  into  the  droulation  question.    The  diyle,  like  the  blood,  sepa-. 

a  liquid  which  is  produced  by  the  digestive  rates,  when  removed  from  the  body,  into 

proceiBs,  and  afterwards  modified  by  other  two  parts,  semm  and  crassamentum.     Hie 

chylopoietie  organs  into    chyle ;    but    the  former  of  these  is  a  limpid  fluid,  containing 

manner  in  which  the  complicated  structure  matters  intended  for  the  supply  of  the  con* 

of  the  corpuscles  receives  nutrition  is  not  at  stituents  of  the  semm  of  the  blood  s   the 

first  quite  so  apparent,  though  it  must  form  latter  is  a  white  mass,  composed  of  fibrin 

not  only  an  important  part  of  the  process,  intermixed  with  certain  globulesandgranttlee, 

but  one  immedUtely  necessary  to  the  main-  Now  the  serum  of  the  blood  contains  no 

tenance  of  life.  iron,  but  the  serum  of  the  chyle  contains  it 

The  analyses  of  chyle  and  lymph,  the  one  in  abundance ;  and  while  the  orassamentom 

taken  from  the  lacteals  before  reaching  the  of  the  blood  contains  iron,  the  crassamentom 

thoracic  duct,  the  other  from  the  absorbents  of  chyle  is  free  from  it,  or  affords  only  audi 

of  the  lower  extremity,  will  show  yon  that  a  trace  of  the  metal  as  may  be  accounted  for 

these  liquids  contain  a  large  proportion  of  by  the  adhering  serum.     The  iron  of  the 

the  ingredients  necessary^  to  the  formation  of  chyle  thus  contained  in  its  serum  is  in  a  very 

fiquor  sanguinis,  and  you  will  perceive  that  soluble  form,  and  ready  to  be  applied  to  the 

the  lymph  returning  into  the  thoracic  duct  envek>pes  of  the  corpuscles  for  admission 

(assuming  it  once  to  have  existed  as  chyle)  through  their  membranous  structure;  but 

has,  during  its  passage  through  the  organism,  another  oondition  is  requisite  before  thia 

lost  a  proportion  of  each  of  those  ingredients  can  be  allowed,  viz.  there  must  exist  e 

which  are  most  necessary  to  supply  the  waste  difference  of  spedfic  gravity  between  the 

occurring  in  the  body.    The  fibrinous,  albu*  chyle  and  the  contents  of  the  envelopes; 

minons,  serous,  and  saline  matters,  have  been  otherwise  this  transmission   of  fluid  will 

used  in  the  vital  processes,  and  all  that  maybe  scarcely  occur,  or  at  any  rate  can  only  be 

again  wanted  returns  in  the  form  of  lymph  into  effected,  after  a  great  length  of  time,  by  the 

the  thoracic  duct.    The  supply  of  material  to  stow  process  of  imbibition.      The  chyle, 

the  corpuscle,  however,  to  compensate  for  the  however,  is  far  below  the  specific  gravity  of 

loss  necessarily  sustained  during  its  existence  the  liquor  sanguinis,  and    thus,   when  it 

in  the  circulation,  cannot,  you  will  perceive,  enters  the  circulation,  every  corpuscle  with 

be  carried  on  with  the  same  facility  afforded  which  it  comes  in  contact  will,  in  accordance 

to  the  liquor  sanguinis,  which  at  once  mixes  with  the  law  of  endosmosis,  immediately  be 

with  the  pabulum  poured  in  through  the  entered  freely  by  the  liquid,    which  will 

thoracic  duct.    In  the  case  of  the  corpnsde,  mingle  with  its  contents,  and  aiSbrd  a  supply 

we  have  an  organic  structure,  a  membrane  of  iron  to  the  red  colouring  matter.    It  is 

containing  a  coloured  liquid,  which  is  to  be  obvious  that  this  effect  will  not  only  be  ob- 

constantly  renovated  to  assist  in  the  impor*  served  on  the  corpuscles  in  the  imipediatp 

tant  function  of  respiration;  for,  whatever  neighbourhoodof  the  opening  of  the  thoracie 

some  modern  theorists  may  have  advanced,  duct,  for  Uiis  fluid,  of  light  specific  gravity, 

it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  by  any  who  art  entering  the  blood,  wilt  of  necessity  dilute 

experienced  in  physiology  that  the  change  of  the  liquor  sanguinis,  and  thus  induce  an 

colour  from  blue  to  scarlet,  which  takes  endosmodic  ourrent,  riph  in  iron,  to  ppnsr 


COLLBGB  OF  THYSIOIAlfS,  BY  DR.  G.  O.  REB8.  759 

tnto  Into  the  oorpuittle,  ftuiher  removed  UqQid  obaerrad  dose  to  the  earfiwe,  we  diaH 

from  the  point  of  entimnoe.     The  eqiitli-  see  that  the  Tonel  m  which  this  is  collected 

biium  between  the  contents  of  the  oorpnsde  will  Tcry  soon  beeome  coated  with  a  layer  of 

and  the  liqoor  sanginms  will,  in  faet,  be  fibrin,  and  that  a  pellndd  seram  has  sepa- 

destroyed,  and  endosmodic  cnnenti  indnffwtr  rated  firoa  the  ooagulnm  so  formed.     Here, 

It  will  now  at  once  be  seen,  that  if  from  any  then,  we  have  the  fibrin  and  semm  of  the 

cause  the  liqnor  sangoinis  be  lowered  in  blood,  which,  together,  formed  the  liquor 

specific  gravity,  or  the  chyle  have  its  specific  sangninis ;  and  while  the  corpuscles  of  the 

gravity  raised,  we  can  no  longer  expect  to  blood  were  snbsiding,  we  have  been  enabled 

have  a  normal  proportion  of  ookraring  matter  to  skim  off  part  of  this  liquid  in  which  they 

secreted  ;  and  it  will  be  hereafter  my  object  were  held  suspended, 
to  show  the  secondary  mischief  so  induced        I  have  now  described  the  physical  sepa^ 

as  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  pathological  lation  of  the  bloodf  not  only  so  far  as  it  is 

conditions,  and  one  which  promises  to  throw  generally  performed,  viz.  by  dividing  it  into 

much  light  on  physiological  questions  of  the  serum,  fibrin,  and  red  corpuscles,  but,  as  I 

highest   importance.      Though   the    exact  have  shown,  we  have,  by  the  addition  of 

nature  of  tbn  changes  which  occur  for  the  water  to  the  red  corpuscles,  been  enabled 

production  of  the  red  colouring  matter  are  to  divide  them  into  their  constituent  parta, 

still  involved  in  mystery,  it  is  a  point  not  vis.  envelope,  nucleus,  and  colouring  matter, 

altogether  devoid  of  interest  to  have  ascer-  the  two  former  sinking  as  a  precipitate,  and 

tained  the  manner  in  which  one  at  least  of  the  latter  remaining  tUssolved  in  the  water 

its  essential  ingredients  is  supplied.    This  used  for  disintegration.    This  is  a  separation 

action  of  supplying  iron  to  the  corpuscles  eflected  by  purely  mechanical  means,  and  is 

must  of  course  be  in  active  operation  during  entirely  independent  of  the  aid  of  chemistry, 

their  growth,  and  all  who  are  familiar  with  Then  is  a  further  mechanical  separation, 

the  microscopic  appearances  of  the  blood  however,  of  the  serum,  which  we  effect  by 

must   have  observed   that   the   corpuscles  simple  dxlution  witli  water,  so  that  oertain 

differ  greatly  in  size,  the  smallest  being  constituents  of  the  fluid  existing  in  sospen« 

scarcely  half  the  diameter  of  the  larger  ones,  sion  in  its  ordinary  state  are  allowed  to  sub« 

and  presenting  a  great  variety  of  interme-  side,  in  consequence  of  the  specific  gravity  of 

diate  sizes.     It  is  probably  in  this  stage  of  the  liquid  lieooming  lessened,  and  I  have  rea  - 

^development  that  the  action  of  the  chyle  is  son  to  believe  that  the  constituent  of  serum 

most  energetic.  tiius  separated  occasionally  plays  an  impor* 

Having  now  stated  what  I  believe  to  be  taut  part  in  the  course  of  some  diswisea 

the  relative  physical  conditions  of  the  cor-  marked  by  an  excess  of  water  existing  in  the 

puscle,  I  will  proceed  to  consider  the  liquor  ctrculating  blood.    This  soUd  constituent  of 

sanguinis  in  its  disintegrated  state,  that  is,  serum,  owing  to  its  physical  qualities,  does 

after  coagulation,   when  it   has    separated  not  disappear  with  the  fibrin  when  the  fiquor 

into  serum  and  fibrin.    This  fluid,  liquor  sanguinis  becomes  oosgulated.     It  is  very 

sanguinis,  was  first  correctly  described  by  easuy  prepared :  we  have  merely  to  dilute 

my  esteemed  friend.  Dr.  Babington,  who,  the  sernm  with  about  ten  times  its  bnik  of 

in  a  valuable  memoir,  read  before  the  Ro3r>l  water,  and  allow  subsidence  to  take  plaoe. 

Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  showed  its  which  occupies  generally  some  hours.     The 

true  character;  for  though  Hewson  had  made  dear  liquid  may  then  be  poured  off,  and 

the  observation  that  a  coagulation  occurred  the  predpitate  thrown  on  a  filter,  and  washed 

when  tiie  upper  layer  of  inflamed  blood  with  distilled  water. 

about  to  coagulate  was  skimmed  off,  he  did        We  have  now  divided  the  blood  physically 

not  draw  the  important  inferonces  from  his  into  the  following  constituents  i  ^-  fibrin, 

experiment  which  a  true  understanding  of  serum,  suspended  partides  of  serum,  enve* 

the  subject  would  necessarily  have  brought  lopes,  nudei,  and  red  colouring  matter.     In 

to  his  mind,  and  it  was  left  for  Dr.  Babiog-  effiectiog  these    separations,    the   evidence 

ton  to  demonstrate 'on  healthy  blood  that  afforded  by  the  use  of  the  microscope  hss 

which  had  before  been  observed  only  in  its  been    indispensable,    but  I  have   not  yet 

diseased  conditions,  and  it  is  to  him  that  we  described  all  that  is  to  be  observed  by  the 

are  indebted  for  that  dear  riew  of  the  con-  use  of  that  instrument, 
dition  of  the  blood  while  circulating,  which        When  the  corpuscles  are  examined  micros* 

regards  it  as  made  up  of  a  homogeneous  fluid  copically  in  recently  drawn  blood,  we  observe 

containing  floating  corpuscles;  for  he  was  occasionally    that   semi-transparent  bodies 

certainly  the  first  to  demonstrate  the  com-  of  a  pde  colour  occupy  part  of  the  fidd  : 

position  of  the  fluid,  to  shew  it  to  be  a  these  are  few  in  number,  and  it  is  frequently 

normal  constituent  of  the  blood,  and  indeed  necessary  to  search  over  the  whole  of  the 

to  propose  for  it  the  name  of  liquor  san-  specimen  in  order  to  obtain  a  good  view  of 

guinis.      If,   then,   we  obtain   the    liquor  them.    They  are  larger  than  the  red  cor- 

sanguinis  by  skimming  from  off  the  blood  poscles,  and  have  been  called  the  fibrinous 

aboot  to  coagulate  that  portion  of  bluish  gtoboles  or  corpuscles.    When  doidy  e&- 
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amtnedbjagoodligbttthrirsarfaoe  appears  adapted    to  enable  it  to  pan  tbrongh   an 

granulatedf  and  marked  all  over  with  waving  orifice  of  less  than  ita  own  diameter.     This 

shining  lines.     When  the  blood  solidifies,  cannot  be  the  ca»e  with  the  blood  corpuscle, 

these  bodies  are  involved  in  the  coagulation  which  is  unyielding  until  its  membrane  is 

of  the  fibrin,  and  form  a  part  of  the  clot,  ruptured,  and  its  tfnid  eztravasated.      Tlie 

The  use  of  these  corpuscles  is  as  yet  unde-  number  of  fibrinous  corpuscles  contained   io 

termined :  they  are  believed  by  some  to  be  the  blood  may  to  some  appear  too  small  to 

identical  with  the  corpuscles  observed  in  the  account  for  the  sudden  appearance  of  these 

chyle  and  lymph,  to  which  they  certainly  bodies  as  exudation  corpuscles  on  a  secreting 

bear  a  close  resemblance ;   they  have  also  surface ;  but  here,  again,  a  little  eoosidcra- 

been  considered  as  capable  of  becoming  exn-  tion  will  serve  to  show  that  this  idea  has 

dation  globules,  such  as  are  seen  in  coagu-  arisen  from  a  comparison  of  their  number 

lable  lymph  effused  on  granulations,  and  by  with  that  of  the  red  corpuscles,  which  in 

a  further  change  to  become  converted  into  this  respect  exceed  them  greatly,  aad  that 

pus  globules.    When  blood  is  mixed  with  we  cannot  positively  state  them  to  be  few, 

solutionsof  high  specific  gravity,  these  bodies  inasmuch  as  it  is  difficult  to  draw  a  single 

do  not  undergo  the  collapse  immediately  drop  of  blood  that  will  not  show  ua  several 

produced  on  the  red  corpuscles;  they  are  specimens  fully  developed. 

evidently  soft  solids,  and  require  long  mace-  — 

ration  before  they  contract  or  expand  by  the  OBSERVATIONS 
application  of  solutions.    When  fibrin  is  de- 
posited from  serous  fluids,  or  from  the  liquor  ^^  ''^^ 
sanguinis,  these  colourless  corpuscles  are  NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  THE 
■een  under  the  microscope  enclosed  by  the  MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES 
fibrin,  and  they  exist  in  laiige  numbers  in  the  Qp  rpjjg  nervOUS  SYSTEM : 
membranes  which  frequently  deposit  from 

serous   fluids  drawn  off    by  paracentesis.  With  Illutiraiive  Caset. 

Such  serous  effusions  are,   in  fact,  liquor  „_              -,                     -a^T^wj-t 

sanguinis,  but  they  generally  contain  less  By  Edward  BLACKMORB,M.D.Edinb. 

solid  matter  than  the  fluid  of  the  blood.  Member  Extrsordinary  of  the  Royal  Medical 

The  presence  of  a  large  number  of  the«  Society  o/ M^nb^u^^^^^^^^^^               to 

fibrinous  corpuscles  in  the  deposits  of  fibnn  ^^     ,      ^  *_              ..^i 

I  have  above  alluded  to,  and  more  especially  [Continued  from  page  728.] 

on    healing    surfaces    exuding   coagulable  ^— ^ 

lymph,  has  led  some  to  a  belief  that  such  Sg^.  I.—Tetanus,  and  OTHER  VAaiE- 

oorpusclca  are  produced  after  eff-usion  of  the  ^,^3  ^^  ^ON IC  Spasm. 

fibrinous  liquid,  and  not  ejected  from  the  _,         r       a  ^       1     on               e 

vessels  in  the  form  shown  under  the  micro-  ^ASE  I.— A  female,  22  years  of  ^e, 

scope.    Now  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  believe  came  under  mv observation  in  thespnng 

that  a  structure  so  well  and  firmly  organiaed  of  1820,  in  the  sixth  month  (as  U  was 

as  the  fibrinous  and  exudation  corpuscles  afterwards  diKCovered),   of    concealed 

appear  to  be,8hould  be  formed  by  the  series  pregnancy,  affected  with  acute  pain  in 

of  changea  occurring  out  of  the  body  on  the  right    hypochondrium   and  loins^ 

coagulation.     If  such  be  the  case,  we  have  and  beneath  the  right  scapula;  the  pain 

so  fact  of  the  kind  to  quote  for  analogy,  and  had  been  preceded  by  shivering,  and 

I  do  not  see  those  difficulties  in  ej^piaining  ^as  much  increased  on  pressure.     To 

the  transit  of  such  bodies  through  pores  these  fiymptoms  were  added  p.  pain  re- 

which  refuse  admission  to  the  red  corpuscles,  ferred  to  the  region  of  the  heart,  ex- 

that  some  consider  to  be  valid  objections  to  i^eme  restlessness,  nausea,  and  fever, 

the  possibility  of  their  exudation  as  solid..  .pj^^  muscles  of  the  neck  were  rigid. 

difficuTtt'cr;rt^^^^^^^^      cTr^^XTf  -<1  ^^-  »^--ls  costive. 

the  blood  escupe  extravasation,  if  the  fibrinous  A.  hot  bath  ordered. 

corpuscles,   which  are  larger  by  far,  are  Thenext  day,  continued  tonic  Spasm. 

exuded  ;  bat  if  we  regard  the  organization  of  tremors  of  the  limbs,  and  subsultus  ten- 

these  two  kinds  of  bodies,  wc  shall,  I  think,  dinum  j  the  pulse  132,  very  hard  ;  in- 

at  once  perceive  conditions  rendering  such  tensethirst;  tongue loadedand parched; 

an  occurrence  extremely  probable.     If  we  costiveness  remaining. 

remember  the  physical  qualities  appertaming  ^              ^ 

to  a  structure  such  as  the  blood  corpuscle,  «»*»p  «»»"  ^i^"*     .      ^      6           ki^^J 

we  shall  perceive  that  they  nearly  resemble  T:^'^,  ^f^^^  supervened ;   the  blood 

tbo«j  of  k  bladder  filled  with  fluid,  while  the  ^  ^»«»»^y  buffed,  and  the  sei-um  green. 

structure  of  the  fibrinous  corpuscle   more  After  this  the  pain  in   the  side  and 

nearly  raaemblea  that  of  a  sponge,  and  it  of  tremors  were  relieved.     Then  followed 

accessity  possesses  physieal  qualities  more  acate  pain  at  the  lower  end  of  the  chest, 
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HI  the  region  of  the  diaphragm,  in-  ments  betwixt    the    ghonlder- blades, 

creased  bv  a  full  inspiration ;  agonising  with  spasmodic  twitchings  of  the  eyes, 

pain  at  the  neck  on  attempting  to  bend  mouth,  tongue,  and  abdominal  mus- 

the  head  forwards ;  pains  also  at  the  cles,  attended  with  vertigo,  rouscK  vo- 

sacro-iliac  symphysis;  the  pulse  152;  litantes,  nausea,  diTirrhoBa,  and  back- 

costiveness  persisting.  ache ;  the  tongue  white ;  pulse  full  and 

40  drops  of  laudanum.  g^^.     1  saw  her  in  this  state  on  the 

The  3d  day,  prolonged  sleep  after  purgatives  and  salines  ordered,  and  calo- 
the  opiate ;  on  awaking,  the  pain  con-  ^^^  j^  seated  doses, 
tiaued  as  before ;  deglutition  difficult ;  _  ,.  .  a  i.  ^  i  • 
the  muscles  of  the  throat  rigid ;  easy  ,  The  medicine  purged  her  freely  m  a 
only  for  a  short  time  in  any  position  ;  few  hours ;  the  tremors,  however,  had 
respiration  deep,  36  in  a  minute ;  pulse  increased,  with  most  painful  spasms  m 
144 ;  febrile  symptoms  continuing.  «he  legs  and  belly,  dyspnoea,  and  stiff- 
Calomel  and  opium  every  three  hours,  ^^^^  ^^J^^  ^^^^'  ^  ^,  ^ 
and  a  purgative  clyster.  Bleeding  to  fifteen  ounces;    the  blood 

The  4.h.  a  .leeple.s  night ,  opUtho-  ^^T^  ^^^oJ^^^oS  ^^^^^ 

tooos;  two  scanty  stools  only  ;  in  the  doses. 

course  of  the  day,  the  pain  and  spasms        -,.        ',  ^    *«^^r*u    

abated  ,   ptyalism  from    the  mereury  The  23d^  a  cessation  of  the  spasms 

(16grain8)e8tabU8hedi«kinper8pmngi  """two  doses  of  the  opiate,  but  no 

pul^  148!  respiration  natuS/  feh^^'n  pu'rg'Ti!  "o Ise''^^^^^^^ 

3  grs.  of  opiam,  a.  purgative,  and  a  warm  ^^  fever. 

Calomel,  antimony,  and  hemlock,  in  re« 

The  5th  day,  sickness  in  the  bath,  peated  doses, 

succeeded  by  profoundsleepand  snoring;  ^he  24th,  better.    The  25th,  pain  in 

the  head  less  retracted ;  pain  better  but  ^^  ^ead  and  belly,  with  costiveness.   ' 

much  tremor  of  the  arms;  pulse  140;  „       ^        i..j        o        ri      i 

four  scanty  stools,  with  lenesmus;  a  ^""^d Teml^k*  '"'^^  ^"' ^^'^  ^^  '^*'"** 

strong  mercurial  fcetor  in  the  breath.  *      i.     '     i_     i_  j 

The  warm  bath  was  repeated,  and  death  .   I?  »  ^w  hours  she  had  severe  pain 

ensued  in  the  bath .    The  rigid  muscles  ^^  ^^e  belly,  and  in  the  hind-head,  with 

instantly  became  flaccid.  confusion  of  thought;  the  tongue  was 

7fi5/;ec<iun.-iThe  dura  mater  at  the  ^^awn  by  spasm ;  the  pulse  tense.   The 

upper  part  of  the  spinal  chord  very  26th,  the  symptoms  remained, 

vascular,    and    coated  with    greenisn  Bleeding  to  ten  ounces;  medicines  re- 

fibrine.  peated. 

-       ^-       ,        „          .,-  The  27th,  the  head  relieved,  but  se- 
CaseII.— A  small  emaciated  nervous  ygre  backache  returned;  no  spasms; 
woman,  in  January  1826,  had  dysen-  the  bowels  freely  purged.     In  a  few 
tery  when  m  advanced  pregnancy,  and  houre  palpitation  of  the'heart  came  on. 
in  October   she  suUerea  from  severe  y^-  •*_!•       j  u    v 
pustulous  inflammation    of   the  con-  ^^        Digits  is  and  henbane, 
junctiva,  and  ulcers  in  the  cornea,  with  The  l»th,  palpitation  relieved,  but  a 
inteuse  headttche,  which   was  relieved  letum  of  headache,  with  stupor, 
at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  by  repeated  Cold  lotion  to  the  head, 
bleedings,  calomel    with  opium,   and  30th,  relieved.     May  2d,  the  13th 
purgatives.    She  had  two  subsequent  day  of  the  attack,  twitching  and  numb- 
attacks  in  November  and  December,  ness  of  the  limbs, 
but  of  a  mild  character ;    and  in  the  Purgatives,  henbane,  and  assafoetida. 
middle  of  January.  1827,  a  fourth  at-  rrK«  q^     u  .»  ..     r*                           *. 
tack  of  inflammation  in   the  cornea,  ^\^  ^^   Metier  after  purging,   yet 
with  acute  pain  at  the  orbits,  which  '^"'"bnesa  remaining, 
was  cured  by  a  blister,  purgatives,  and  ^  stimulant  liniment  on  the  spine, 
lotions.  The  4th,  severe  pain  in  the  head  and 
On  April  1 5th,  when  much  debili-  arms,  twitching  of  the  eyes,  and  cos- 
tated  by  grief  and  poverty,  she  became  tivcness. 
attacked,  after  wetting  the  feet,  with  Purgatives, 
shivering  and  a  sensation  of  coldness  Then  severe  cramp  in  the  belly,  and  in 
andofyormtraltoii  beneath  the  integu-  the  mouth,  impeding  speech,  and  an 
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agnish  paroxysm;  the  {Nike  very  quiok  for  which  a  large  qoantifey  of  wine, 
and  tense,  brandy,   and  amnuHita,   was   given  i 
Bleeding   to   twenty.fow   ranow;   the  diarrhaa  then   sapenrened,  and  was 
blood  buSM  ud  capped.     Sixty  drops  stopped  by  opium  and  catecho;  but  the 
of  Undanaiiiioae  grain  of  opian,  three  vital  power  again  sank  after  a  fit  of 
of  calomel,  and  six  of  antamooj,  were  pain  m  the  stomach  with  Tomiting. 
then  giTen  in  the  course  of  eight  honrs.  After  using  a  large  quantity  of  Ma- 
with  relief  of  the  cramp.  deira,  violent  spasmodic  action  of  the 
On  the  5th,  a  sleepless  night  from  fi&ce  and  ann  came  on,  with  sleepless- 
headache;  thirst  nigent}  tongue  furred;  116SS,  and  extremely  fetid  stools:  he 
costiveness ;  and  lEc  pulse  quick.    A  was  allowed,  at  his  own  desire,  a  quan- 
purgative   then   procured   four   dark  tity  of  soda-water,  by  which  the  purg- 
stools,  with  relief  of  the  head ;  but  ing  was  alleviated ;  then,  after  strip- 
spasms  of  the  abdominal  muscles  con-  V^J^S  ^^^  flannel  shirt,  he  was  affected 
tmued,  with  a  sensation  of  coldness  in  with  laborious  breathing,  and  severe 
the  face.  spasmodic   action   of  the  respiratory 
Mercurial  antimonial  ointment  oa   the  ^f^^^  with  pain  in  the  seat  of 

apine.    Fifteen  grains  of  calomel  at  s    *T,.  ^f ^*™fi!"  ^    *™    ^"  •«nevh*f 
^^^  mitigated  by  three  gruns  of  opium,  bvt 

In  a  few  hours  complete  relief  of  the  ^^^}j^'^Zi^^^^'^  and  in  • 

cramp,  followed  by  sleep.    On  the  6th,  few  hours  he  d^. 

a  return  of  pain  in  the  middle  of  the  Ca8«  IV.— A    mamed  woman,  26 

back,  and  at  the  prccordia,  impeding  y««  ^ag«»  on  November  Ilth,  1831, 

respiration;  numbness  of  the  legs,  and  ^^  raected  with  shivenpg,  vertigo, 

a  feeling  of  loss  of  power,   but  not  pain  in  the  belly,  and  purging.     On 

really  a  loss  of  voluntary  movement:  a  ^^^  iSt^^t  acute  pain  in  the  head  and 

tingling  and  spasmodic  motion  of  the  limbs,  with  vomiting.     On  the  14th, 

fingers  and  toes ;  the  urine  turbid,  and  seen  by  a  medical  man,  who  ordered 

cortiveness  since  taking  the  calomel,  the  head  to  be  kept  hot,  and  gave  some 

twenty-four  hoan  ago;  no  ptyalism;  cordial  medicine ;  on  the  next  day  she 

pulse  softer  ^^  ^^^^  ^7  another  practitioner,  who 

ntiewd  tiM  Wk.^.  *9.  *«  ^?^  calomel,  jalap,  and  crotoa 

•«i.    .r.i.           .1        •  \.i       f  i:  0">  tbe  Doweu  being  very  coatiye.  The 

The  7th,  a  resUejs  night  j  a  feeling  ^^^  ^ay  I  saw  her  in»complete  trig- 

of  creeping  beneath  the  gkin.     The  ^^  ^f^      {„  j^  theliead  and 

back  piutukted  by  the  ointment,  and  belly,  the  eyes  projecting,  the  pupUs 

the  pain  dien  relieved  j  the  mouth  jji^^^^  j^e  Wis  pnigel 

very  sore  ftom  mercury;  the  bowela  «      ,       ,             .            • ,   .  ._    ^ 

Duraed.  Cnppiog-gunet,  and  mereanu  omtment 

ReiMdiei  intermitted.  on  Uw  q>toe,  .ntimonWi,  pnrj;.tiTe., 

ann  ciTsters. 

?£°8trSn'SS^^^^^^^  piJ^^^nl^-u^nt^e^antp^^^^ 
salWation^^^^^^^  So^  ^afurSWd^no^r  bf^lo??^^^ 
bett«-.    This  improvement  contmued  ^           y^      '^  ^        ^      jj          A^ 
for  the  next  seven  days,  but  the  legs  -""u^"!  <»"«  w  Bpca*j,rcix. 
felt  sleepy  and  cold.     Convalescence  ™"*<*  ^**»  colcUcnm. 
was  perfect  after  a  month's  illness.  Convalescence  confirmed  in  a  fort- 
Practical  men  will  require  no  apo-  night. 
lc»gy  for  the  lengthy  details  of  this  qas^  y.-A  scroMons  girt,  15  years 
very  extraordinary  case,  which,  viewed  ^Id,  of  a  precocious  mind,  was  seen  by 
in  connection  with  the  foregoing,  can-  n,e  in  1844,  with  the  wrists  aflected 
not  fail  to  be  highly  interesting.  ^.jth  swelling  and  erythema,  (without 
Case  III. — A  gouty  gentleman,  in  pain  on*  movement,)  the  head  and  fin- 
the  spring,  got  pleurisy  from  cold  i  for  gers,  feet,  and  toes,  in  a  state  of  spas- 
which  he  was  bled  twice  moderately,  modic  flexure,  admitting,  however,  of 
and   blistered   with  relief.      Having,  being  gently  extended.    She  has  also 
through  dread  of  a  relapse,  taken  only  occasional  severe  spasms  in  the  larynx, 
a  very  slight  diet,  he  became  affected,  (like  spasmodic  croup,  of  which  two  of 
about  the  twelfth  day  of  the  illness,  the  family  had  died,)  attended  with  a 
with  sudden  and  alarming  exhaustion,  sense  of  sufiR)cation  if  she  attempted  to 
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speak  in  the  paroxysm,  but  the  crow-  cub*  hlindoest  from  the  state  of  the 

ing  sound  was  not  always  heard :  there  eyeballs  aboTe  mentioned,  pain  at  the 

were  also  paroxysms  of  dumbness,  in  epigastrium;  the  left  leg  still  powerless, 

which  the  tongue  was  seen  to  be  af-  contracted,    and    painful    on    being 

fected  with  severe  spasm.    These  af-  stretched,  but  not  smaller  or  colder 

fections  were  intermittent,  but  recurred  than  natural ;  the  bowels  costive ;  pulse 

frequently.    The  eyes  were  large;  the  120,   small   and   weak.      Purgatives, 

pulse,  40,  small,  tense;  the  bowels  for  bleeding,  and  leeches  to  the  temples 

some  weeks  affected  with   diarrhoea,  had  been  employed, 

and  the  stools  devoid  of  bile.     Men-  &  gwins  of  calomd ;  inftinoii  of  senna, 

struation  for  the  fiwt  time  occurred  six  4th.-Copious  slimj  fetid  dqections 

months  before  I  saw  her ,  and  it  had  ^  with  great  relief  of  paii  in  the 

recurred  three  times.  abdomen. 

The  bead  sliaven,  and  an  evapomting  k>«  Pnr^tives  continued. 

l^l^SSlS^Lr^^^r^^T^  «t^-^  fit  of  ^y«t«™  threatened. 

rTS>n"1f^uCrr^^^  but  prevented  by  terror;    pulse  112 

with  alkaU  taken.  stronger  ;  tongue  clean.    Puj^tives  of 

...  ^,                         «    A          ,  .  aloes,  gamboge,  and  rhubarb,  conti- 

Al  the  spaams  ceased  after  applying  n^ed  to  the  l5th,  when  the  stoils  were 

the  lotion  to  the  shaven  hcad^;  but  more  natural;  the  left  eye  then  became 

catarrh  afterwards  supervened,  and  the  inflamed  and  painful. 

diarrhsBa   became   more   severe,   and  -     .         .  *         «    i    •»  ,  **          j 

quickly  sunk  her.  Leeches,  a  blister,  GoiOard's  lotion,  sad 

Case  VI.^A  lady,  about  40  yean  of  « /^'^JL?*'  .  ^ 
age,  was  subject  sometimes   to  hys-  2Dtn.— The   inflammation   was    re- 
tencal  symptoms  and  fiU  of  loss  of  Ijf^ed,  but  both  eyeballs  remained  in 
power  over  the  muscles,  with  a  feeling  the  same  state  of  spasm  as  before., 
that  she  should  fall  if  she  did  not  in*  Extract  of  hsnbaiM  applied  Ibr  12  boars 
stantly  lie  down ;  the  limbs  then  be*  above  the  right  eyelid, 
came  cataleptic,  and  fixed  in  the  most  On  the  next  day  the  lids  of  that  ev^ 
extraordinary  attitudes.    She  was  sen«  violently  opened  themselves,  and  the 
sible  of  the  approach  of  the  fiU,  and  pnpil  resumed  its  natural  situation  i  the 
retained  her  consciousness  in   them,  left  eye  remaining  as  before. 
At   times,    when    reading,   the    eyea  The  henbane  applied  to  both  eyes, 
would  become  fixed  on  a  word,  and  she  ,•,,      „  .,      '^     .     *i.  .  '          i 
felt  as  if  she  could  not  take  them  off  v^'r'"'^J^i''?.P'^  '"  their  natiml 
the  page.    In  the  paroxysms  the  pulse  V!i     ^'''^  '  ^5  u^M^^  again  inflamed ; 
waswiak.     Large  doses  of  cincW  ^wels  opened  by  the  purgatives, 
were  given  without  benefit ;    and  in  Leeches  to  the  eye,  the  henbane  and  par- 
three  years  the  disease  passed  into  a  gatives  repeated, 
confirmed  mania.  28th.— Both  eyes  moveable  at  plea- 

Case  VII.^^A  girl,  aged  9  years,  in  sure,  and  free  of  spasm ;  inflammation 

the  beginning  of  March,  1820,  was  at-  less ;  the  contraction  of  the  left  lee  still 

tacked  with  pain  in  the  head  and  left  unaffected;  copious  purging  fromlarge 

side  of  the  abdomen,  and  retraction  of  doses  of  the  purgative, 

the  umbilicus;    which  continued  for  Lotion  and  eitract  of  henbane  to  the 

three  weeks,  abating  only  during  the  «r««  J  **>«  tincture  robbed  on  the  af- 

night :   the  eves  also  were  wild  and  ^^^^^  ^• 

staring  and  the  cornea  at  times  tnrned  19th— After  the  use  of  the  henbane 

spasmodically  upwards  under  the  oiw  the  left  leg  became  relaxed,  and  she 

bits.    In  a  week  more  she  had  also  could  walk,  which  she  had  not  done 

hystencal   convulsions,   and   loss    of  for  six  weeks. 

speech  after  the  first  paroxvsm,  which  20th —Pain  of  the  leg,  ascribed  to 

continued  to  the  next  attack,  and  dur-  over  exertion ;  inflammation  of  ball  of 

ing  one  of  these  fits  she  lost  the  use  of  left  eye  belter,  but  its  lid  inflamed? 

her  left  leg.    When  seen  by  me,  under  motion  of  eyes  perfect.    The  henbane 

the  care  of  a  physician  now  deceased,  and  purgatives  were  continued  to  the 

on  May  1st,  she  was  affected  with  con-  23d,  when  she  was  convalescent. 
vulaions  of  the  bowels,  globus  hysteria 

"TZZt        Z      TTZ       1.     Z    ^   ,  .~  Sect.  II.    Convulsio. 

^^j^c«luwinthepr.ct.«of.phpic»n  ^ASE  VIIL-A  female,  aged 99,  was 
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affected  at  the  beginning  of  1827  with  Compound  scammony  powder,  with  aloes ; 

symptoms  of  croup  (as  it  was  thought  quinine  with  Talerian. 

by  her  surgeon,  who  bled  her  for  it)  j  She  says  that  the  disease  has  inter- 

and  in  September  with  loss  of  voice,  mitted  on    former    occasions  without 

which  continued    to    December   4th,  using  medicine.     Itcomes  on  generally 

when  she  came  under  my  care,  com-  a  day  before  the  menstrua,  beginning 

plaining  also  of  a  sense  of  difficulty  in  with  a  frightful  dream.     She  has  had 

swallowing  at  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and  seven    paroxysms    in    the   last  eight 

a  feeling  of  a  lump  at  the  larynx,  with  months. 

rapid  and  violent  respiration,  in  the  Jnn.  1st,  1828. — At  the  end  of  the 
form  of  quick  and  incessant  punting  month  the  paroxysm  returned,  and  wa« 
and  sighing,  with  a  dull  murmur  in  the  arrested  suddenly  on  applying  twelve 
trachea.  On  making  the  effort,  she  leeches  to  the  throat.  It  again,  how- 
could  utter  a  dull  voice,  but  she  could  ever,  occurred  for  three  successive 
not  command  the  diaphragm  so  as  to  months,  when  she  was  bled;  after 
speak  plainly,  and  the  attempt  excited  which  it  ceased  tor  nearly  two  years, 
pain  at  the  preecordia ;  she  had  alsose-  and  her  general  health  was  good.  At 
vere  pain  at  the  margin  of  the  ribs,  the  end  of  December,  1829,  it  recurred 
and  in  the  back,  apparently  in  the  re-  in  the  usual  manner  at  the  menstrual 
gion  of  the  diaphragm,  and  she  could  period,  the  menstrua  being  scanty ;  and 
not  lie  on  the  left  side ;  no  cough ;  the  it  intermitted  at  the  usual  time.  She 
pulse  quick  and  *  tenne  ;  the^  appetite  was  prembnished  of  the  attack  by  a  loss 
ravenous.  She  had  intermissions  of  of  feeling  in  the  face  and  limbs,  so 
the  panting  for  a  fortnight  at  a  time,  that  things  dropped  from  the  hands, 
bat  the  loss  of  voice  and  pain  at  the  yet  no  loss  of  muscular  power ;  she  had 
preecordia  were  constant.  The  pa-  also  disturbing  dreams,  and  habitual 
roxysms    were    singularly    periodical,  costiveness. 

epnaing  on  a  Saturday,  and  going  off  On  February  10th  she  was  attacked 

on  the  Monday  week  following.    (The  with  vertigo,  loss  of  voice,  a  spasmodic 

patient  a  person  of  credible  character.)  action   of  the   lips,  so  as  to  whistle 

The  present  fit  came  on  a  few  days  clearly  and  involuntarily;  the  breath- 

ago,  during  menstruation,  as  was  usual  ing  very  quick,   with  a  frequent  full 

in  former  fits.    The  panting  ceases  only  pulse;   menstruation  just  now  ended, 

on  sleep ;  the  menstrua  are  irregular  and  scanty ;  bowels  costive, 

in   their  continuance,    and   generally  Bleeding ;  pnrgatives ;  rest  in  bed. 

scanty,  thebowelscostive;  the  tongue  ^^  ^^^^              ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^li^f 

white ;  no  fever ;  no  sore  throat.    She  ^^^^^  ^^^^  remedies. 
has  used  a  blister. 

^  ,       1     ►•^.       .        ^      ,.    ..         1.  Cupping-glasses  on  the  neck ;  antimonial 

Calomel,  with  opium,  to  salivate ;  salmes ;  oiStment  on  the  shaven  occipital  region  j 

a  blister  on  the  pnecordia.  purgatives  of  blue  pUl  and  aloes. 

The  7th,  still  much  pain  and  tender-  j^  ^.^^^^  ^y^^  ^^  ^,^11^ 

ness  at  the  sides  of  the  abdomen ;  oc-  .,        ..^      *  i  j      e 

casional  pain  in  the  head,  neck,  and  ,  ^^^e  IX.- A  lady  of  superior  men- 

back ;  sle^p  disturbed ;  the  sighing  and  ^^^  P««'^^«'  «"d  ?»»-Rng  ""."""Jjf  ^'1"- 

panting  violent  and  incessant;    voice  g^^*«.   »»  i^«^  beginmng  of  1842,  after 

stronger;  bowels  purged  of  dark  slimy  protracted  mental  and  bodily  exertion, 

stools  ;  no  salivation  Trom  eight  pills.  fa"S^'  ^  ^^v*^"**^  *^^^^'  ^^»<^^*  *'a«J^>: 
T.,  ,.  .          ,   -       TT      XI  T        n  lowed  by  severe  symptoms,  regarded 
MedicmesasbeforcjUng.Hydrarg.Cam.  ^  hysterical,    for  which  tonics?  cam- 
pnorauim  cam  Belladonna.  phor,^nd  wine,  were  employed.    After 
The  9th,  breathing  less   rapid  and  .i^^r  months  her  health  improved,  and 
less  violent.                     ,,    ,     ,      .  continued  so  to  the  following  spring, 
iOth,  the  fit  ceased  suddenly,  having  ^he^  ^  similar  attack  rec'urrecf  and 
lasted  ten  days :  still  much  tenderness  j^ted  again  for  four  months.      The 
at  the  ptiecordia,  and  .vieep  troubled ;  menstrua  were  usuallv  regular,  some- 
pulse  00 ;  bowels  regular ;  mouth  sore  times  copious,  and  attended  with  "ner- 
from  the  mercury.  vousncss"  and  headache ;  the  bowels 
Infusion  of  gentian,    and  valerian,  and  habitually  very  costive,  and  she  was 
camphor  ;  friction  of  the  back  and  sides,  liable    to    sudden    '*  fainting  fits,"  in 
The  17th,  slight  tenderness  at  praj-  which  the  muscular  powers  were  more 
cordia;  else  quite  well.  afiTec ted  than  the  pulse.    In  February, 
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1844,  aftef  a  cold,  she  ^as  again  the  relieved  on'  resuming  the  horizontal 
subject  of  severe  convulsions,  resem-  posture.  On  the  29lh  her  state  was 
bling  hysteria ;  and  the  functions  of  improved,  and  she  had  enjoyed  the 
the  fiver  and  bowels  were  very  imper-  chair  exercise ;  but  the  paroxysm  was 
feet.  Her  medical  attendant  prohi*  brought  back  on  a  molar  tooth  being 
bited  all  cordials  and  high  living,,  cut  extracted.  In  a  few  days  the  fit  re- 
off  the  hair,  applied  a  cooling  lotion  turned  severely,  from  the  irritation  of 
and  leeches  occasionallv,  and  gave  pro-  boils  induced  by  the  repeated  blisters^^ 
bilious  purgatives,  with  the  best  enect  On  May  7th,  during  my  visit,  she 
at  the  end  of  three  weeks.  After  this,  was  again  affected  with  a  severe  con- 
as  the  conyulbive  fits  were  at  times  se-  vuhion,  turning  the  body  impetaouslv: 
vere,  and  the  system  seemed  weak,  round  on  the  right  side,  as  was  usual, 
calumba  with  ammonia  was  given,  and  She  does  not  know  at  the  instant  what 
then  nitric  acid,  and  acetate  of  mor-  she  is  about  to  do,  but  feels  in  a  fury, 
phia,  not  neglecting  aperients.  By  and  says  that  the  movement  is  irre-* 
these  means  she  escaped  the  fits  for  a  sistible.  Leeches  and  iced  water  had 
fortnight,  and^was  able  to  enjov  exer-  given  sensible  relief  to  the  head ;  and 
cise  in  the  open  air  in  a  wheel  chair,  when  out  of  doors  in  the  chair,  she 
At  the  beginning  of  April  she  was  more  could  get  out  and  walk ;  but  when  in 
particularly  under  my  observation ;  the  the  house  she  was  obliged  to  lie  inces- 
natural  functions  were  much  improved,  santly  flat  on  the  sofa.  A  weakness 
but  the  tongue  remained  very  white,  and  dull  aching  of  the  right  arm  and 
and  the  pulse  small  and  quick.  When  leg  were  now  complained  of,  which  had 
I  visited  her  she  was  in  the  horizontal  existed  slightly  for  many  months,  with 
posture,  which  she  thought  herself  a  feeling,  on  sitting  in  a  chair,  that  she 
obliged  to  retain,  in  order  to  keep  off  should  slide  down  towards  the  left  side ; 
spasms  and  an  uneasy  feeling  in  the  and  this  leg  is  also  colder  and  less 
head.  On  raising  herself,  at  my  re-  sensible  than  the  left,  which  she  calls 
quest,  she  became  suddenly  affected  now  her  "  well  side  ;*'  she  has  also 
with  a  violent  spasmodic  action  of  the  some  difficulty  in  controlling  the 
head  and  arms,  whirling  the  body  thoughts;  the  tongue  more  furred  and 
around  on  the  face,  without  loss  of  white;  some  uneasy  feeling  in  the  head 
consciousness  or  hearing;  this  fit  was  this  morning,  which  was  relieved  after 
preceded  by  a  feeling  of  furiousness,  as  the  convulsion. 

if  an  irresistible  impulse  came  over  her;  In  a  few  days  she  had  an  ordinary 

in  ten  minutes  she  regained  her  usual  hysterical  fit,  from  mental  excitement, 

state.     She  believed  tnat  t{?e  effort  to  it  was  then  determined  to  discontinue 

rise,  on  being  requested  to  do  so,  and  the  cold  to  the  head,  to  giv^  the  comr 

not  any  mental  emotion,  was  the  cause  pound  rhubarb  pills,  and  half  a  grain 

of  the  fit ;  yet  she  could  at  limes,  when  of  extract  of  belladonna,  thrice  a  day« 

a  spontaneous  desire  led  her,  rise  from  After  this  a  change  was  obvious  in  the 

the  sofa  and  walk  across  the  room ;  she  character  of  the  disease  ;  the  spasm 

could  also  dress  herself,  and  sit  some  was  less  violent  and  less  frequent,  and 

time  on  the  ckaite  perde^  without  in-  slight  hysterical  symptoms  succeeded  j 

ducing  the  fit.  there  was  also  slight  narcotism  from 

The  disorder  was  considered  to  arise  the  belladonna.    On  the  18th,  the  liver 

from  vascular  fulness,  and  irritation  at  being  torpid,    the   narcotic   was  ex- 

the  cerebellum  and  encephalic  portion  changed  for    alteratives.     The  right 

of  the  spinal  chord,  and  not  to  oe  of  a  limbs  were  now  less  paralytic,  but  the 

nervous    hysterical   character.      Mild  thermometric  temperature  of  the  right 

doses  of  calomel,  with  soda  and  ape-  leg,  that  is,  of  the  affected  side,  as  ob- 

rients,  were  ordered,  and  a  succession  served  twice  a  day  for  a  week,  was 

of  blisters  on  the  neck  and  occipital  oftentimes  ten  degrees  higher  than  that 

region  alternately ;  the  coolinfir  lotion  of  the  left ;  e,  g.  the  right  leg  90^,  the 

on  the  shaven  head  continued,  and  a  left  SI*';  or  the  right  m)^,  the  left  71^; 

few  leeches  occnsionally.    On  the  7th  and  afterwards  the  heat  of  both  legs 

she  was  better.    Once  the  fit  had  re-  became  equal,  with  a  corresponding 

turned  from  fixing  her  eyes  intently  on  improvement  in  other  symptoms,  ex- 

an  object.    The  torpor  of  the  bowels  cept  that  a  departure  from  the  hori* 

required  stronger  purgatives ;  the  un-  zonlal  posture  could  not  be  borne.    In 

easy  feeling  in  the  head  was  always  June  there  was  a  considerable  improve* 
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ment,  but  still  a  tense  of  w^kiMM  t  have  miidetHal  df  this  plati  florin^ 

and  aching  in  the  right  aim  on  using  the  last  turelT^  months,  tm  tesiiltii  of 

it  much  in  straw-platting  or  writing!  which,  if  worth  notice,  I  hope  to  com* 

and  the  left  leg  now  felt  hotter  than  municate  ab  a  future  season.    I  emplor 

the  right.     Her  general  health  was  a  fine  metallic  wire  of  silver  or  pl^ti- 

good.    On  one  occasion  a  severe  con-  rium.    Having  passed  a  probe  director 

vulsion  was  brought  on  by  placing  her  (one  of  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's)  alon^ 

on  an  inclined  plane,  ana  in  it  the  the  fistula  and  through  its  internal  ori« 

pulse  became  very  low ;  it  was  preceded  flee,  its  point,  being  very  fletible,  ia 

oy  a  feeling  of  choking  in  the  throat,  readily  directed'  downwards  and  out  at 

and  of  heat  about  the  head,  and  a  cjui^  the  anus  bv  the  finger  previously  in- 

vering  of  the  eyebrows  and  eyelids,  troduced  within  the  rectum ;  the  stru<i^ 

On  fiinning  her,  also,  another  slight  tures  to  be  divided  are  now  upon  the 

fit  occurred.     Her  cheetfulness  and  instmment,  and,  as  it  were,  everted, 

mental   energies  were  now  as  great  Thewireisthen  passed  along  the  groove 

after  the  fit  as  before  it ;  formerly  the  of  the  director,  and  the  ends  are  twisted 

]>aroxysm8  were  followed  by  exnaus->  together  until  a  very  moderate  com- 

tion.  pressioh  is  e&erted  upon  the  enclosed 

The  shower-bath  and  cnemata  daily ;  and  P^^^-  ^^  pn>pK)tes  the  personal  corn- 
many  hours  to  be  passed  in  the  open  foH  of  the  patient  to  leave  the  timted 
air.  ends  rather  long,  and  to  fix  them  on 

I  aftenn-ards  consulted  my  valued  *|»«  eacmra  with  a  crwis  slip  of  adhe- 

friend  the  late  Dr.  Abercrombie,   of  «i^e  plaster.      This  tnflmg  arrange- 


of 

teVde^r'spot'' WM^'foundrand  an'^Mue    ^P  .interposed  body  or  rough  point,  and 
established;  extract  of  stramonium  was    1\?^^  **^®    «^'?^^^   ^^^  comfortably 
also  given,  and  the  bowels  kept  acting    A"  that  remains  to  be  done  is  to  twist 
by  aloes.    After  this  she  was  entirely    «P/?«  ligature  as  it  becomes  slack, 


an  attempt  to  grasp  any  object  firmly  keep  him  on  the  sofa  for   the    first 

with  the  right  hand  would  induce  a  twenty-fbur  hours,  as  erysipelas  might 

threatening  of  them.  ^"^  *°  *  ^^  subject,  and  also  to  limit 

At  the  middle  of  July  small  doses  of  ^i«  movements  considerably  during  the 

the  citrate  of  iron  were  given,  for  de-  ^"t  *  treatment, 

bility ;  and  when  combined  with  blue  ,.  ^  forbear  at  nresent  from  entering 

pill  and  colocynth,    the  tonic  suited  Jjj^o  any  detailed  consideration  of  the 

well.    She  was  then  taken  to  the  sea-  Merits  of  this  method.     Any  advan- 
side  for  a  month ;  the 
charging;  the  shower- 

cines  continued;   and  ^  —  «  «»  ^        *    .  .   .i_    i    .i.        ,,-.., 

November  her  amendment  was  gradual  fon  to  prefer  it  to  the  knife,  and.  I  think 
and  satisfactory,  yet  still  not  amount-  V^^^J¥.  P^*"  of  presenting  the  Mrts 
ing  to  recovery  'or  division  upon  Sir  Beniamin  Brodie's 
(To  be  continued.]  probe  director,  and  dividing  them  with 
!i ,  h  good  sharp  bistouir,  not  with  scis- 

TRPATMiTKT  nv  vTfiTmA  TK  AMo  ^«»a8  bc  recommends,  is  an  Operation 

TREATMENT  OF  FISTULA  IN  ANO  g©  short,  simple,  and  eflfectuS,  as  to 

BY  LIGATURE.  lehve  nothing  more  to  be  desired  j  and 

I  ani  furthermote  of  opinion  that  we 

To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medieoi  GazetU.  Hre  thuch  indebted  to  that  gentleman 

„  for  having  so  simplified  the  treatment 

*'■»                      .                        .  bf  fistula,  especially  in  that  class  of 

I  BBO  leave  to  submit  the  followhig  eases  where  long  sitiuous  tracks  have 

method  of  using  the  ligature  in  the  heen  permitted  to  form.— I  am,  sir, 

treatment  of  fistula  in  ano,  in  the  hope  '         Your  obedient  servant, 

that  it  may  be  aoeeptable  to  some  of  Joniv  Lomas. 

your  readers.  Manchester,  Mareh  6,  1815. 
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OK  THB  liKMe  into  a  caTity,  being  connected 

IMPORT  AND  OFFICE  OF  THE  with  the  body  by  but  a  small  part  of 

SEROUS  MEMBRANES.  t^*'  Burface.    They  hare  no  moTe- 

ments  to  execate,  and  they  might,  we 

By  R.  Willis,  M,D.  should   svppose,  have   as  well   been 

(For  the  London  Mtdicai  G<iX€itt.)  exdttded  fnm   the    peritoneum,  and 

braced  down  in  their  seats  behind  it, 

"""  as  we  observe  the  pancreas  and  kidney 
When  we  contemplate  the  general  ar-  to  be.  Doubtless  there  is  a  cause  for^ 
rangement  of  the  organs  wnich  com-  an  end  to  be  answered  by,  the  arrange* 
pose  the  bodies  of  the  more  perfect  ments  particularly  indicated,  over  arid 
animals,  we  see  particular  care  taken  above  any  that  may  perchance  be  con- 
that  one  part  should  be  separated  from  nected  with  the  making  motion  move 
another  by  intervenine  spaces,  or  cavi-  easy.  What  may  this  cause,  what  may 
ties,  as  they  are  called;  that  wherever  this  end  be  ? 

there  happens  to  be  any  considerable  I  am  disposed  to  view  the  serous 

thickness  of  parts,  these  should  either  membranes  as  internal  substitutes  for 

be  surrounded  hv  the  common  integn-  the  external  common  integument,  and 

ment,  or  should  be  partitioned  off  from  the  fluid  that  perpetually  bedews  the 

one  another,  and  their  surfaces  invested  surface  of  these  membranes  as  having 

with  a  delicate  membrane  of  the  pai^  the  same  effect  as  the  persbiration,  the 

ticuiar  order  characterised  as  serous  purpose  of  the  cutaneous  exhalation  and 

membranes.  of  the  serous  exudation  bein?  iden- 

It  is  not  very  obvious,  from  aught  tical  \  vis.  the  preparation  of  the  con** 

we  know,  wherefore  the  brain  should  ditions  by  which  the  fluid  shed  from 

have   been  inclosed  within  a  serous  the  capillary  arteries  finds  its  way,  in 

cell,  as  we  And  it;  and  still  less  where-  principal  part,  back  into  the  circu- 

foee  it  should  have  been  formed  with  lation. 

an  extensive  cavity  in  its  interior.  I  In  a  previous  P&l^rf  on  the  Special 
venture  to  say  as  much  in  regard  to  Function  of  the  Skin,  I  have  snown 
the  viscera  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  the  influence  which  the  extensive  sys- 
0?nerally :  it  is  not  very  evident  why  tern  of  sudoriparous  glands  exerts  in 
the  heart  and  the  lungs  have  been  hung  this  direction,  by  dissipating  so  much 
loose  within  especial  sacs ;  wherefore  bf  the  watery  element  of  the  blood, 
the  liver  and  spleen  are  suspended  With  regard  to  the  serous  membranes 
from  the  top  and  side  of  a  great  cavity,  a  difibrent  arrangement  was  required. 
Tlie  usual  interpretation  of  tne  arrange^  The  exudation  from  them  cannot  pass 
meat  observed  in  the  visceral  cavities  off  in  the  form  of  vapour  into  the 
is,  that  all  exists  for  the  sake  of  facili-  atmosphere ;  it  is,  therefore',  collected 
tating  motion.  But  there  is  no  motion  and  carried  away  by  a  set  of  vessels 
or  gilding  of  parts  on  one  another  especially  provided  for  the  purpose, 
within  the  cranium ;  the  lungs  glued  bem^  imbibed  or  taken  up  by  mem 
to  the  walls  of  the  chest  would  have  in  virtue  of  a  general  physical  law. 
followed  the  ribs  in  their  rise  as  cer-  These  vessels  are  the  absorbents,  which^ 
tainly  as  they  do  according  to  the  ba  complementary  to  th^  veins,  are  In 
aivangement  as  It  now  stands;  even  particular  relation  with  the  watery 
the  heart  in  its  action  does  not  move  parts  of  the  plasma,  or  liquor  sangdinis, 
through  a  space  nearly  of  the  same  which  passes  through  the  parietes  of  the 
extent  as  many  of  the  long  muscles  of  capillary  arteries  at  every  point,  charged 
the  limbs  in  their  contractions — the  with  the  elements  of  nutrition  appro- 
biceps  brachii,  the  sartorius,  the  gas-  priate  to  all  the  tissues  composing  the 
trocnemius,  for  example,  which  are  all  i>ody.  These  tissues  select  what  they 
nevertheless  connectai  at  every  point,  require  from  the  plasma  that  bathes 
by  means  of  cellular  tissue,  wita  the  them,  and,  at  the  same  time,  doubtiess 
parts  aronnd  them.  The  intestines,  set  free  certain  efiete  matters— carbon 
indeed,  could  not  very  readily  have  in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid,  hydro* 
propelled  their  contents  had  they  been  gen  in  the  shape  of  water  and  of  bile, 
less  free  than  we  find  them.  But  the  and  azote  in  the  fashion  of  urea,  all 
liver  and  spleen  needed  not,  apparently,  of  which,  dissolved  in  the  lymph,  are 
to  have  been  placed  in  the  same  cir-  taken  up  by  the  absorbents,  and,  being 
cnmstances  as  the. intestines,  t.  e.  hung  thrown  into  the  general  current  of  the 
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circulation,  are  by  and  by  sent  for  eli-  orgninR ;  this  isj  in  fact,  probably  the 

mination  by  organs  esnecially  destined  eira  of  the  pulmonary  exhalation  which, 

for  the  purpose — the  lungs,  the  liver,  as  is  known,  amounts  to  several  grains 

and  the  kidneys.  per  mfnute,  to  several  ounces  in  ihe 

Nutrition,    in    this    view,    presents  course  of  the  four-and-twenty  honrs. 
itself  to  us  under  the  aspect  of  an  uni-        These  views  of  the  end  and  office  of 

versal  secretion  ;  the  fluid  contained  m  the  absorbent  system  displayed  upon  the 

the  lymphatic  vessels  may  be  regarded  serous  membraneft,  and  of  these  mem- 

as  the  product  of  the  peculiar  vital  act  branes  them«»elves,  as  contrivances  for 

that  is  performed  by  each  constituent  accommodating    absorbent    vetseln— 

atom  of  the  body,  in  the  same  way  as  seegi  to  acquire  support  from  the  tin- 

we  look  on  the  urine  as  the  product  of  gular  development  of  the   absorbent 

the  peculiar  vital  act  of  the  kidney,  upon  system,  whicn  we  observe  in  tortoises, 

tbe  bile  as  the  product  of  the  peculiar  lizards,    and  serpents,    in  which  the 

vitality  of  the  liver,  and  so  on.    The  common  integument  is  obviously  un- 

walls  of  the  absorbent  vessels  have  an  fitted    for  the    elimination  of  water, 

affinity  for  the  watery  fluid  with  which  Whether  there  be  a  correspondiD^  in- 

they  are  bathed,  in  the  same  way  as  the  crease  in  the  number  ana  magnitode 

empty  intestine  of  an  animal  niaced  in  of  the  absorbent  vessels  in  higher  sni- 

water  has  an  affinity  for  that  fluid,  and  mals  covered  with  a  horny  or  iosper- 

becomes  distended  with  It.   Abstracting  vious  integument,  such  us  the  manii 

watery  fluid,  they  have  the  eflfect  of  and  armadillo,  I  do  not  know,  but  I 

rendering  the  current  of  blood  which  should  anticipate  that  there  was. 
is  returning  to  the  heart  more  dense        Tbe    object    of    this    short    note 

than  that  which  is  quitting  it,  and  so  being   physiological,  I  but  allude  in 

secure  the  perfect  drainage  of  the  tis-  very  general   terms   to    the   singoUr 

sues  at  large  by  the  medium  of  the  amount  of  disturbance   which  ensnet 

capillnry  veins ;    for    the  lymphatics  in  the  system  generally  upon  any  im- 

themselves  do  not  appear  in  any  case  plication  of  the  functions  or  stniclare 

to  penetrate  the  substance  of  organs,  of  a  serous  membrane— upon  inflam- 

ana  are  nowhere    of   dimensions    so  mations,  adhesions  of  opposite  surfaces 

minute  as  to  make  them  invisible  to  to  one  another,  &c,  ^c.    The  mischief 

the  naked  eye.  in  such  circumstances  is   commonly 

The  relatioosofthe  absorbent  system  ascribed  to  interference  with  the  mo- 
at large  with  the  capillary  circulation,  tions  of  the  organs  impltcaled;  bat  it 
and  its  subserviency  to  preparing  the  certainly  depends  in  a  much  mater 
conditions  by  which  the  endosmotic  measure  upon  something  else :  uie  du- 
transference  of  fluids  from  the  outgoing  trition,  the  vitality  of  the  orsans  coo- 
to  the  incoming  currents  takes  place  cerned,  are  compromised  i  tne  coodi- 
in  internal  organs,  appear  to  be  par*  tions  essential  to  the  access  of  the  nu- 
ticularly  indicated  by  the  manner  in  trient  fluid,  and  to  the  removal  of  ef- 
which  It  is  flnallv  connected  with  the  fete  matters,  are  interfered  with«  and 
•blood-vessels.  The  watery  fluid  ap-  hence  it  is  that  we  have  the  gnat 
propriated  by  the  absorbents  is  not  amount  of  genera)  constitutional  dis> 
poured  into  the  veins  in  the  vicinity  of  turbance  first,  and  tbe  constantly  fsttl 
the  parts  and  organs  where  it  is  coU  eflecU  in  the  en4»  which  acconptf/ 
lected :  this  would  have  had  the  effect  lesions  of  the  serous  membranes. 

of  attenuating  the  returning  current,  . . 

and  undoing  all  that  had  been  done?  pECULIAR  FORM  OF  DISSBCTINO 
It  IS  only  restored  to  the  blood  as  the         *  NPTini^Jiwr  np  thp  thoraCIC 

common  torrent  is  entering  the  heart,  .    ANEURISM  OP  THE  THORACII. 

at  the  nearest  eligible  point,  it  may  be  AORTA. 

said,  to  that  organ,  from  which  it  will  bt  Robbbt  L.  Macbovkbll, 

be  immediately  sent  to  undergo  expo-  ucentuta  of  th«  Kiof  and  Qumd^s  O^^ 

sure  in  the  lungs,  and  besides  the  spe-  Pbysidan^  sod  or  tbe  Boyal  oomi»  of 

cial  purgation  which  it  then  receives,  Sntfeom,  BdiDbuixli. 

to  lose  so  much  water  as  w^iU  give  the  

blood  of  the  pulmonic  veins  a  some-  A  woman,  about  fifty  years  o1d«  9n  in* 

what  greater  density  than  that  of  the  mate  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  go^ 

Sulmonic    artery,   and    so    eOect  the  permission  to  go  out  into  town,  and  rt- 

rainage  of  the  delicate  tissue  of  these  maiucd  absent  for  cix  or  seven  houn* 
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On  her  retnrn  in  tHe  evening,  she  ate  orifice  of  this  slit  was  partially  closed 

her    sapper   as    well    as   usual,    and  by  a  coaffalum  of  pale  fibrine,  and  on 

nothing*  remarkable  was  observed  about  tracing  this  op  we  found  that  it  lay  bc^ 

her.     She  went  to  bed  at  the  usual  tween  (he  eittemal  and  middle  coats  of 

hour,  and  slept  well  till  towards  mom-  the  vessel,  but  did  not  extend  far,  and 

ing,  when  she  awoke,  complaining  of  was  not  attached.    We  then  passed  a 

excruciating  agony  in  the  epigastric  probe  upwards,  and  found  that  it  ad< 

region.     Tne  resident  medical  officer  vanced  as  far  on  the  ri^ht  side  as  to 

visited  her,  emd  from  the  fact  df  her  the  division  of  the  innominata,  and  for 

being  subject  to  attacks  of  colic,  ordered  about  half  an  inch  along  the  course  of 

her  an  anodyne  draught,   and  warm  the  left  subclavian  and  carotid  arte> 

stupes  to  the  abdomen.    In  about  an  ries,  to  which  extent  the  middle  tunic 

hour  after  his  visit  she  suddenly  ex-  of  these  vessels  was  separated  from  the 

pired ;  and  on  examination,  the  follow-  outer  one ;  but  the  space  .was  not  occu- 

mg  appearances  were  detected  :•—  pied  by  a  coagulum,  it  appeared  as  if 

The  pericardium,  on  being  opened,  the  separation  had  been  the  effect  of  a 

was  found  to  contain  about  four  ounces  violent  pumping  of  blood  between  the 

of  serum,  tinged  with  blood,  and  some  coats  of  the  vessels,  which  had  after- 

coagula ;  the  membrane  was,  in  other  wards  burst  into  some  other  situation, 

respects,   healthy  and  free  from  any  ieaving  this  <pace  empty  except  to- 

trace  of  chronic  or  recent  inflammation,  wards  the  laceration,  where,  as  I  b&- 

Toward  the  anex  of  the  pericardium,  fore  stated,  we  found  a  pale  fibrinous 

we  were  struck  with  the  remarkable  clot. 

appearance  presented  at  the  origin  of  On  proceeding  with  the  dissection, 
the  great  vessels,  where  there  was  a  we  found  the  opening  in  the  eel- 
large  and  firm  mass  of  coagulated  lular  coat,  through  which  the  blood 
blood  completely  surroundine  them,  escaped;  it  was  rofnnd,  about  the 
and  bound  down  by  the  thin  layer  of  siie  of  a  fourpenny-piece,  and  was 
serous  membrane,  which  passes  up  filled  with  a  dnrk  coagnium,  which 
from  the  heart  along  the  vessels,  to  be  extended  downwards,  closely  embrac- 
•reflected  on  the  fibrous  layer  of  the  pe-  in^  the  aorta,  and  separating  this  ves- 
ticardium.  This  coagulum  was  firm,  selfrom  the  pulmonary  artery  at  the 
of  a  dark  colour,  and  uniform  consis-  exact  point  where,  in  health,  they  lie 
tence ;  the  membrane  covering  it  was  in  apposition.  In  this  situation  the 
'quite  transparent.  We  next  cut  into  coagulum  exercised  a  considerable  com- 
the  left  ventricle,  which  was  both  di-  pression  on  the  pulmonary  artery,  by 
4ated  and  hypertrophied,  and  then  we  which  the  vessel  was  much  flattened, 
slit  up  the  aorta  as  far  as  the  descend-  The  coagulum  lay  beneath  all  that  por- 
ing portion.  The  semilunar  valves  tionofthe  reflected  layer  of  pericardium, 
were  all  in  that  condition  termed  extending  from  the  zonie  tendine®  of 
atrophy,  viz.,  they  were  perforated  in  the  right  and  left  ventricles  to  where  it 
different  parts,  but  more  especially  to-  is  reflected  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
wards  their  free  margins,  with  small,  fibrous  layer  of  the  membrane.  The 
round,  and  oval-shaped  holes ;  and  in  serous  membrane  was  perfectly  whole, 
other  situations  they  were  very  much  except  at  a  small  point  corresponding 
thinned.  The  aorta,  in  the  situation  to  the  junction  of  the  right  ventricle 
of  the  attachment  of  the  valves,  was  with  the  left  auricle,  where  tliere  was 
healthy ;  but  about  an  inch  from  this  a  small  aperture  through  which  the 
situation,  we  discovered  a  laceration  small  quantity  of  blood  in  the  bag  of 
extending  trantvereely,  and  with  edges  the  pericardmm  had  evidently  escaped. 
08  well  defined  as  if  cut  with  a  scalpel ;  The  clot  was  hard  and  solid,  and  was 
it  penetrated  the  internal  and  middle  fixed  in  its  position,  from  its  being 
ooataof  the  artery,  but  left  the  external  completely  entangled  in  the  cellular 
one  quite  whole ;  it  was  one  inch  and  tissue  lying  between  the  serous  mem- 
Aree-eighths  in  extent,  and  from  it  a  brane  and  the  outer  coat  of  the  arteries, 
piobe  could  be  passed  downwards,  be-  and  between  these  two  vessels  at  the 
•tween  the  external  and  middle  coats,  point  where  the  pulmonary  artery 
as  for  as  to  a  level  with  the  upper  bor-  passes  anterior  to  the  aorta ;  in  this 
derof  Che  semilunar  valves ;  but  farther  spot  the  coagulum  was  thicker  than  in 
than  this,  i.  e.  behind  the  sinuses  of  any  other. 
.Morgagni,  it  could  not  be  passed.  The  The  coagulum  occupied  exclusively 

902.— XXXV.  2  A 
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clrcnlation,  are  by  and  by  sent  for  eli-  organs ;  this  is;  in  fact,  probably  the 

mination  by  organs  especially  destined  eira  of  the  pulmonary  exhalation  which, 

for  the  purpof^-^the  lungs,  the  liver,  as  is  known,  amounts  to  several  grains 

and  the  kidneys.  per  mfnute,  to  several  ounces  in  the 

Nutrition,    in    this    view,    presents  course  of  the  four-and-twenty  hours, 
itself  to  us  under  the  aspect  of  an  uni-        These  views  of  the  end  and  office  of 

verbal  secretion  ;  the  fluid  contained  in  the  absorbent  system  displayed  upon  the 

the  lymphatic  vessels  may  be  regarded  serous  membrane^,  and  of  these  mem- 

as  the  product  of  the  peculiar  vital  act  branes  themselves,  as  contrivances  for 

ihat  is  performed  by  each  constituent  accommodating    absorbent    vessels — 

atom  of  the  body,  in  the  same  way  as  seepi  to  acauire  support  from  the  sin- 

we  look  on  the  urine  as  the  product  of  gular  development  of  the    absorbent 

the  peculiar  vital  act  of  the  kidney,  upon  system,  which  we  observe  in  tortoises, 

the  bile  as  the  product  of  the  peculiar  lizards,    and  serpents,    in  which    the 

vitality  of  the  liver,  and  so  on.    The  common  integument  is  obviously   un* 

walls  of  the  absorbent  vessels  have  an  fitted   for  the   elimination  of  water. 

aflioity  for  the  watery  fluid  with  which  Whether  there  be  a  corresponding  in- 

they  are  bathed,  in  the  same  way  as  the  crease  in  the  number  and  magnitade 

empty  intestine  of  an  animal  nlaced  in  of  the  absorbent  vessels  in  higher  ani- 

water  has  an  aflUnity  for  that  fluid,  and  nials  covered  with  a  horny  or  imper- 

becomes  distended  with  it.  Abstracting  vious  integument,  such  us  the  manis 

watery  fluid,  they  have  the  eflfect  of  and  armadillo,  I  do  not  know,  bat  I 

rendering  the  current  of  blood  which  should  anticipate  (hat  there  was. 
is  returning  to  the  heart  more  dense        The    object    of    this    short     note 

than  that  which  is  quitting  it,  and  so  being   physiological,  I  but  allnde   in 

secure  the  perfect  drainage  of  the  tis-  very  general   terms   to    the   singular 

sues  at  large  by  the  medium  of  the  amount  of  disturbance   which  ensues 

capillnry  veins  i    for    the  "lymphatics  in  the  system  generally  upon  any  im- 

themselves  do  not  appear  in  any  case  plication  of  the  functions  or  structure 

to  penetrate  the  substance  of  organs,  of  a  serous  membrane— upon  inflam- 

and  are  nowhere    of   dimensions    so  mations,  adhesions  of  opposite  surfaces 

minute  as  to  make  them  invisible  to  to  one  another,  ^c.  &c.    The  mischief 

the  naked  eye.  in  such  circumstances  is   commonly 

The  relations  of  the  absorbent  system  ascribed  to  interference  with  theme 

at  large  with  the  capillary  circulation,  tions  of  the  organs  implicated ;  but  it 

and  its  subserviency  to  preparing  the  certainly  depends  in  a  much  gmOer 

conditions  by   which  the  endosmotic  measure  upon  something  else :  the  ou- 

transference  of  fluids  from  the  outgoing  trition,  the  vitality  of  the  orsans  coa* 

to  the  incoming  currents  takes  place  cerned,  are  compromised;    the  condi* 

in  internal  organs,  appear  to  be  par-  lions  essential  to  the  access  of  the  nu- 

ticularly  indicated  by   the  manner  in  trient  fluid,  and  to  the  removal  of  ef> 

which  It  is  finallv  connected  with  the  fete  matters,  are  interfered  with,  and 

blood-vessels,     'the  watery  fluid  ap-  hence   it  is  that  we  have  the  great 

propriated  bv  the  absorbents  is  not  amount  of  geneml  constitutional  dis* 

poured  into  tne  veins  in  the  vicinity  of  turbance  first,  and  the  constantly  &tal 

the  parts  and  organs  where  it  is  col-  eflects  in  the  end,  which  accomiianj 

lected :  this  would  have  had  the  effect  lesions  of  the  serous  membranes. 

of  attenuating  the  returning  current, ____ 

and  undoing  all  that  had  been  done;  PECULIAR  FORM   OF  DISSECTIKG 
It  IS  only  restored  to  the  blood  as  the        anftjrism  of  thf  THORArin 
common  torrent  is  entering  the  heart,        A^EURISM  OF  THE  THORACIC 

at  the  nearest  eligible  point,  it  may  be  AORTA, 

said,  to  that  organ,  from  which  it  will  By  Robbst  L.  MAcaoirNSLL, 

be  immediately  sent  to  undergo  expo-  ]iccntut«  of  tht  Rinc  tA  Qoten'to  Qd 
sure  in  the  lungs,  and  besides  the  spe-  Phydciana,  sad  of  the  Roymi  ook^ 

cial  purgation  which  it  then  receives,  Sari eons,  KdinborKh. 

to  lose  so  much  water  as  wiU  give  the  

blood  of  tlie  pulmonic  veins  a  some-  A  woman,  about  fifty  years  old,  an  in* 

what  greater  density  than  that  of  the  mate  of  the  South  bablin  Union,  gut 

pulmonic    artery,   and    so    effect  the  permist^ion  to  go  out  into  town,  and  re* 

drainage  of  the  delicate  tissue  of  these  maincd  absent  for  cix  or  seven  hoars. 


On  her  return  in  tbe  evening,  sbe  ate  orifice  of  this  slit  was  partinllj  clowd 
her  sapper  ae  well  as  iwuat,  and  bj  a  L-oaEulum  of  pale  Rbrine,  and  on 
nothing  remarkable  waRobservEd  about  'tracing  Ihis  np  wc  found  that  it  lay  bc- 
her.  She  went  to  bed  at  the  usual  tween  the  external  and  middle  coata  of 
hoar,  and  slept  well  till  towards  morn-  the  vessel,  but  did  not  extend  far,  and 
ing,  when  she  awoke,  complaining  of  was  not  atlaohed.  We  then  passed  a 
excruciating  agony  in  the  epigaatric  probe  upwards,  and  foand  that  it  ad- 
region.  The  resident  medical  officer  vanced  as  far  on  the  right  side  as  to 
visited  her,  and  from  the  fact  of  her  the  division  of  the  innominato,  and  for 
being  sul^ccttoattacksofcolid,  ordered  about  half  an  inch  along  the  course  of 
her  an  anodyne  draught,  and  warm  the  left  subclavian  and  carotid  arte- 
slupes  to  the  abdomen.  In  about  an  ries,  to  whicli  extent  the  middle  tunic 
hour  afier  his  visit  she  suddenly  cx-  of  these  vessels  was  sepamted  from  the 
red ;  and  on  examination,  the  follow-  outer  one ;  bat  the  space  .was  not  occu- 


s; 


ing  appearances  were  deleetcd : —  pied  by  a  coBeulum,  it  appeared  » 

The  pericardium,  on  being  opened,  the  separation  n ad  been  the  effect  of  a 

was  found  to  contain  about  fourounces  violent  pumping  of  blood  between  the 

of  serum,  tinged  with  blood,  and  some  coats  ot  tbe  vessels,  which  had  afler- 

coagala  ;  the  membrane  waa,  in  other  wards  buiat  into  some  other  sitaation, 

respects,    healthy   and   free   from  any  leaving   this  apace   empty   except:   to- 

mceofchronicorrecentinflammation.  wards  the  laceration,  where,  as  I  be- 

Toward  the  apex  of  the  periaardiiim,  fore  stated,  we  found  a  pale  fibrinous 

we  were  struck  with  the  remarkable  clot. 

appearance  presented  at  the  origin  of  On  proceeding  with  the  dissection, 
the  great  vessels,  where  there  was  a  we  found  the  opening  in  the  eel- 
'large  and  firm  maas  of  coagulated  lular  coat,  through  which  the  blood 
blood  completely  surrounding  ihem,  escaped ;  it  was  ronnd,  abont  the 
'and  bound  down  by  the  thin  layer  of  aiic  of  a  fourpenny-piece,  and  waa 
serous  membrane,  which  passes  up  filled  with  a  dxrk  coagnlum,  which 
from  the  heart  along  the  vessels,  to  be  extended  downwards,  closely  embrae- 
ireflected  on  the  fibrous  layer  of  the  pe-  ing  the  aorta,  and  separating  this  ve*- 
ricardium.  This  cougulum  was  firm,  selfrom  the  pulmonary  artery  at  the 
of  a  dark  colour,  and  uniform  consie-  exact  point  where,  in  health,  they  lie 
tence;  the  membrane  covering  it  was  in  apposition.  In  this  situation  the 
'quite  transparent.  Wc  next  cut  into  coagulum  exercised  a  conBiderablecom- 
the  left  ventricle,  which  was  both  di-  pression  on  the  pulmonary  artery,  by 
4ated  and  hyperlropbied,  and  then  we  which  the  vessel  was  mucn  flattened. 
•lit  up  the  aorta  as  fnr  as  the  descend-  Tile  coagulum  lay  beneath  all  that  por- 
ing portion.  The  semilunar  valves  tionofthereflectedlnycrDrpericiirdiom, 
were  all  in  that  condition  termed  extending  from  the  zonte  tendineffi  of 
atrophy,  vii.,  they  were  perforated  in  the  right  and  left  ventricles  to  where  it 
different  parts,  but  more  especially  to-  is  reflected  on  tbe  under  surface  of  the 
wards  their  free  margins,  with  small,  Gbroua  layer  of  the  membrane.  The 
round,  and  oval-shaped  holes ;  and  in  serous  membrane  was  perfectly  whole, 
other  situations  they  were  very  much  except  at  a  small  point  corresponding 
thinned.  The  aorta,  in  the  siruatton  to  the  junction  of  ihe  right  ventricle 
of  Ihe  attachment  of  the  valves,  was  with  the  left  auricle,  where  tiKre  w.ta 
healthy;  but  about  an  inch  from  this  a  small  aperture  through  which  the 
sitoalion,  we  discovered  a  laceration  small  quantity  of  blood  in  Ihe  bag  of 
extending  traniversely,  and  with  edges  the  pencardiuDi  had  evidently  escaped. 
H8  well  defined  as  if  cutwith  a  scatpelj  The  clot  was  hard  and  solid,  and  was 
it  penetroted  the  internal  and  middle  fixed  in  its  position,  from  its  being 
coataof  the  artery, but  lefttheexternal  completely  entangled  in  the  cellular 
one  quite  whole  j  it  was  one  inch  and  liBSue  lying  between  the  serous  mem- 
Cliree-eigbtbs  in  extent,  and  from  it  a  br.ine  and  theoutercoat  of  the  arteries, 
probe  could  be  passed  downwards,  be-  and  between  these  two  vessels  at  tbe 
tween  the  external  and  middle  coats,  point  where  the  pulmonary  arteir 
as  fkr  as  to  a  level  with  the  upper  bor-  passes  anterior  to  tne  aorta ;  in  thia 
der  of  the  semilunar  valves;  but  farther  spot  the  coagulnm  was  thicker  than  in 
than  this,  t.  t.  behind  the  sinuses  of  anyother. 
'Morgogni,  it  could  not  be  passed.  The  The  coagulum  occupied  exclusively 
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circulation,  are  by  and  by  sent  for  eli-  organs ;  tbis  is,-  in  fact,  probably  the 

mination  by  organs  esnecially  destined  eira  of  the  pulmonary  exhalation  which, 

for  the  purpose — the  lungs,  the  liver,  as  is  known,  amounts  to  several  grains 

and  the  kidneys.  per  minute,  to  several  ounces  in  the 

Nutrition,    in    this    view,    presents  course  of  the  four-and-twenty  hours, 
itself  to  us  under  the  aspect  of  an  uni-        These  views  of  the  end  and  office  of 

versal  secretion  ;  the  fluid  contained  in  the  absorbent  system  displayed  u()on  the 

the  lymphatic  vessels  may  be  regarded  serous  membranes,  and  of  these  mem- 

as  the  product  of  the  peculiar  vital  act  branes  themKclves,  as  contrivances  for 

that  is  performed  by  each  constituent  accommodating    absorbent    Yessels — 

atom  of  the  body,  in  the  same  way  as  seepi  to  acquire  support  from  the  sin- 

we  look  on  the  urine  as  the  product  of  gular  development  of  the    absorbent 

thepeculiarvitalactof  the  kidney,  upon  system,  which  we  observe  in  tortoises, 

tbe  bile  as  the  product  of  the  peculiar  lizards,    and  serpents,    in  which   the 

vitality  of  the  liver,  and  so  on.    The  common  integument  is  obviously  ua- 

walls  of  the  absorbent  vessels  have  an  fitted   for  the    elimination  of  water. 

affinity  for  the  watery  fluid  with  which  Whether  there  be  a  corresponding  in- 

they  are  bathed,  in  the  same  way  as  the  crease  in  the  number  and  magnitude 

empty  intestine  of  an  animal  ulaced  in  of  the  absorbent  vessels  in  higher  ani. 

water  has  an  affinity  for  that  nuid,  and  mals  covered  with  a  horny  or  imper* 

becomes  distended  with  it.  Abstracting  vious  integument,  such  as  the  manis 

watery  fluid,  they  have  the  efiect  of  and  armadillo,  I  do  not  know,  but  I 

rendering  the  current  of  blood  which  should  anticipate  that  there  was. 
is  returning  to  the  heart  more  dense        The    object    of    this    short     note 

than  that  which  is  quitting  it,  and  so  being   physiological,  I  but  allude  in 

secure  the  perfect  drainage  of  the  tis-  very   general   terms   to    the    singular 

sues  at  large  by  the  medium  of  the  amount  of  disturbance   which  ensues 

capillrtry  veins  j    for    the  lymphatics  in  the  system  generally  upon  any  im- 

themselves  do  not  appear  in  any  case  plication  of  the  functions  or  structure 

to  penetrate  the  substance  of  organs,  of  a  serous  membrane --upon  inOam^ 

and  are  nowhere    of   dimensions    so  mations,  adhesions  of  opposite  surfaces 

minute  as  to  make  them  invisible  to  to  one  another,  &c.  &c.    The  mischief 

the  naked  eye.  in  such  circumstances  is    commonly 

The  relationsofthe  absorbent  system  ascribed  to  interference  with  the  mo- 
at  large  with  the  capillary  circulation,  tions  of  tbe  organs  implicated;  but  it 
and  iu  subserviency  to  preparing  the  certainly  depends  in  a  much  greater 
conditions  by  which  the  endosmotic  measure  upon  something  else :  the  nu- 
transference  of  fluids  from  the  outgoing  trition,  the  vitality  of  the  orcans  con- 
to  the  incoming  currents  takes  place  cerned,  are  compromised;  the  condi- 
in  internal  organs,  appear  to  be  par-  tions  essential  to  the  access  of  the  nu- 
ticularly  indicated  by  the  manner  in  trient  fluid,  and  to  the  removal  of  ef* 
which  it  is  finallv  connected  with  the  fete  matters,  are  interfered  with,  and 
-blood-vessels.  The  watery  fluid  ap-  hence  it  is  that  we  have  the  great 
propriated  by  the  absorbents  is  not  amount  of  geoeni)  constitutional  dis- 
poured  into  the  veins  in  the  vicinity  of  turbance  first,  and  the  constantly  jhtal 
the  parts  and  organs  where  it  is  col-  eflects  in  the  end,  which  accompany 
lected :  this  would  have  had  the  effect  lesions  of  the  serous  membranes. 

of  attenuating  the   returning  current,  — ^-____» 

and  undoing  all  that  had  been  done;  pECUUAR  FORM  OF  DISSECTING 
It  is  only  restored  to  the  blood  as  the        aneurism  nF  thf  THnwArir 

common  torrent  is  entering  the  heart,  .    ANEURISM  OF  THE  THORACIC 
at  the  nearest  eligible  point,  it  may  be  AORTA, 

said,  to  that  organ,  from  which  it  will  By  Robbst  L.  Macsonnbll, 

be  immediately  sent  to  undergo  expo-  LicentUte  of  th«  Kinr  and  Qaeen't  Collmor 
sure  in  the  lungs,  and  besides  tbe  spe-  Pbysiciani,  and  of  Uw  Royal  CoU«e  oT 

pial  purgation  which  it  then  receives,  Surfeont,  Edinbunfh. 

to  lose  so  much  water  as  will  give  the  

blood  of  the  pulmonic  veins  a  some-  A  woman,  about  fifty  years  old,  an  in- 

what  greater  density  than  that  of  the  mate  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  got 

Sulmonic    artery,   and    so    efiect  the  permission  to  go  out  into  town,  and  re- 

rainage  of  the  delicate  tissue  of  these  mained  absent  for  cix  or  seven  hours. 
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On  her  return  in  the  evening,  she  ate  orifice  of  this  slit  was  partially  closed 

her   sapper   as    well    as   usual,    and  by  a  coagnlum  of  pale  tibrine,  and  on 

nothing  remarkable  was  observed  about  tracing  this  np  we  found  that  it  lay  be- 

her.     She  went  to  bed  at  the  usual  tween  the  external  and  middle  coats  of 

hour,  and  slept  well  till  towards  mom-  the  vessel,  but  did  not  extend  far,  and 

ing,  when  she  awoke,  complaining  of  was  not  attached.    We  then  passed  a 

excniciatine  agony  in  the  epigastric  probe  upwards,  and  found  that  it  ad« 

f«gian.     The  vesident  medical  officer  vanced  as  far  on  the  ri^ht  side  as  to 

-visited  her,  and  from  the  fact  df  her  the  division  of  the  innommata,  and  for 

being  subject  to  attacks  of  colic,  ordered  about  half  an  inch  alon^  the  course  of 

her  an  anodyne  draught,   and  warm  the  left  subclavian  and  carotid  arte- 

stupee  to  the  abdomen.    In  about  an  ries,  to  which. extent  the  middle  tunic 

hour  after  his  visit  she  suddenly  ex-  of  these  vessels  was  separated  from  the 

pired ;  and  on  examination,  the  follow-  outer  one ;  but  the  apace  .was  not  occu- 

mg^appearances  were  detected : —  pied  by  a  coagulum,  it  appeared  as  if 

The  pericardium,  on  being  opened,  the  separation  had  been  the  effect  of  a 

was  found  to  contain  about  four  ounces  violent  pumping  of  blood  between  the 

of  serum,  tinged  with  blood,  and  some  coats  of  the  vessels,  which  had  after- 

coagula ;  the  membrane  was,  in  other  wards  burst  into  some  other  situation, 

Tespects,   healthy  and  free  from  any  jeaving  this  «pace  einpty  except  to- 

tFRce  of  chronic  or  recent  inflammation,  wards  the  laceration,  where,  as  I  be- 

Toward  the  apex  of  the  pericardium,  fore  stated,  we  found  a  pale  fibrinous 

we  were  struck  with  the  remarkable  clot. 

appearance  presented  at  the  origin  of  On  proceeding  with  the  dissection, 
the  great  vessels,  where  there  was  a  we  found  the  opening  in  the  cel- 
•large  and  firm  mass  of  coagulated  lular  coat,  through  which  the  blood 
blood  completely  surroundine  them,  escaped ;  it  was  rovmd,  about  the 
'and  bound  down  by  the  thin  layer  of  siie  of  a  fourpenny-piece,  and  was 
aerous  membrane,  which  passes  up  filled  with  a  durk  coagulum,  which 
from  the  heart  along  the  vessels,  to  be  extended  downwards,  closely  embrac- 
•leflected  on  the  fibrous  layer  of  the  pe-  ing  the  aorta,  and -separating  this  ves- 
ricardium.  This  coagulum  was  firm,  sel  from  the  pulmonary  artery  at  the 
of  a  dark  colour,  and  uniform  consia-  exact  point  where,  in  health,  they  lie 
tence ;  the  membrane  covering  it  was  in  apposition.  In  this  situation  the 
'quite  transparent.  We  next  cut  into  coagulum  exercised  a  considerable  com- 
tne  left  ventricle,  which  was  both  di-  pression  on  the  pulmonary  artery,  by 
-lated  and  hypertrophied,  and  then  we  which  the  vessel  was  much  flattened, 
alit  up  the  aorta  as  far  as  the  descend-  The  coagulum  lay  beneath  all  that  por- 
ing portion.  The  semilunar  valves  tionofthe  reflected  layer  of  pericardium, 
were  all  in  that  condition  termed  extending  from  the  zonie  tendinese  of 
atrophy,  viz.,  they  were  perforated  in  the  right  and  left  ventricles  to  where  it 
different  parts,  but  metre  especially  to-  is  reflected  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
•wards  their  free  margins,  with  small,  fibrous  layer  of  the  membrane.  The 
-round,  and  oval-shaped  holes ;  and  in  serous  membrane  was  perfectly  whole, 
other  situations  they  were  very  much  except  at  a  small  point  corresponding 
thinned.  The  aorta,  in  the  situation  to  the  junction  of  the  right  ventricle 
of  the  attachment  of  the  valves,  was  with  the  left  auricle,  where  there  was 
healthy ;  but  about  an  inch  from  this  a  small  aperture  through  which  the 
situation,  we  discovered  a  laceration  small  quantity  of  blood  in  the  bag  of 
extending  transversely,  and  with  edges  the  pericardium  had  evidently  escaped. 
as  well  defined  as  if  cut  with  a  scalpel ;  The  clot  was  hard  and  solid,  and  was 
it  penetrated  the  internal  and  middle  fixed  in  its  position,  from  its  being 
ooataof  the  artery,  but  left  the  external  completely  entangled  in  the  cellular 
one  quite  whole ;  it  was  one  inch  and  tissue  lying  between  the  serous  mem- 
diree-eighths  in  extent,  and  from  it  a  brane  and  the  outer  coat  of  the  arteries, 
probe  could  be  passed  downwards,  be-  and  between  these  two  vessels  at  the 
^ween  the  external  and  middle  coats,  point  where  the  pulmonary  artery 
as  for  as  to  a  level  with  the  upper  bor-  passes  anterior  to  the  aorta ;  in  this 
der  of  the  semilunar  valves ;  but  farther  spot  the  coagulum  was  thicker  than  in 
than  this,  t.  e.  behind  the  sinuses  of  any  other. 
•Morgagni,  it  could  not  be  passed.  The  The  coagulum  occupied  exclusively 

902.^xxxv.  2  A 
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all  that  space  external  to  the  Tessels,  mental  parity.     Most  probably    the 

and  underneath  the  serous  membrane;  costom  was  first  adopted  in  warm  di- 

it  passed  downwards  on  the  auricles  to  mates,  and  from  the  salubrious  result 

where  they  join  the  ventricles,  and  it  became  sanctioned  and    enjoined   by 

also  passed  some  way  upwards,  beneath  many  re1ig;ioas  inatitntiona :     thus  iC 

that  membrane  which  anatomists  de-  was  not  only  adopted  in  Moaaical  and 

scribe  as  descending  from  the  deep  layer  other  ceremonies  of  worship,  bat  also 

of  the  cervical  fiucia,  to  become  con-  the  early  Christians,  previous  to  par* 

tinuooB  with  the  fibrous  layer  of  the  taking  of  the  holy  communion,  purified 

pericardium.  themselves  by  ablutions  with  water. — 

In  other  respects  the  aorta  was  ex-  In  a  state  of  healUi  every  part  of  the 

tensively  diseased,  being  thickly  coated  animal  frame  has  its  determined  laws 

from  the  commencement  of  its  trans-  of  capacity  for  caloric  and  electricity ; 

verse  portion,  all  along  its  descending  and  in  every  local  or  g^eneral  deviatioa 

course,  with  bony  plates  and  athero-  a  change  in  these  active  agents  takes 

matous   deposits.      Indeed,  the    only  place.    A  restoration  to  health  can  only 

part  of  the  artery  which  appeared  free  be  contemporaneous  with  that  state  of 

from  this  disease  was  the  very  situation  oiganlntion  the  body  originally  pos- 

wh.re  the  laceration  took  place;  for  sessed.    In  cases  where  caloric  becomes 

immediately  to  the  left  of  the  opening  morbidly  liberated,  in  partial  or  eeneral 

there  was  another  lar^  osseous  deposit,  currents,  practical  medicine  maJces  use 

On  comparing  the  middle  and  internal  of  cold  media,  in  a  highly  rational 

coats  of  the  artery,  at  the  seat  of  rup-  manner,  to  promote  the  reouired  ma> 

ture,  with  other  parts,  they  were  found  terial  chanee.    This  occurs  during  cer- 

to  possess  scarcely  half  the  thickness,  tain  morbid  conditions  in  the  substance 

ana  were  much  more  friable,  thongh  of  the  centre  of  the  apparatos  of  motion 

the  vessel  did  not  present,  in  any  part,  in  the  body,  when  a  glowing  heat  and 

traces  of  acute  inflammation.   Towards  a  rapid  current  of  blood  towards  the 

the  commencement  of  the  arch  the  head  point  out  an  abnormal  metamor- 

vessel  was  somewhat  dilated,  but  not  to  phosis  of  the  brain  ;   and  when  this 

a  greater  extent  than  is  ordinarily  ob-  condition  continues  beyond  a  certain 

served  in  individuals  of  her  a^.  time,  experience  teaches  that  all  mo- 

The  mouth  of  the  innommata  was  tions  in  the  body  cease.  In  such  ex- 
filled  with  a  dark  and  firm  clot,  which  treme  cases  everjr  practitioner  knows 
extended  for  some  distance  along  this  that  by  surroundmg  the  head  with  ice 
vessel  and  its  two  divisions,  and  ap-  the  tem{>erature  soon  becomes  lowered; 
peared  to  have  been  produced  by  the  luid  the  ice  should  not  be  removed  be- 
mechanical  pressure  exercised  on  it  by  ^ore  the  liberation  of  heat  has  accom- 
the  clotted  blood  which  lay  between  plished  the  restoration  of  the  natural 
its  outer  and  middle  coats.    The  lungs  temperature. 

and  liver  were  greatly  engorged,  no  In  my  future  observations  I  shall 

doubt  the  result  of   the    mechanical  attempt  to  more  minutely  explain  the 

pressure  exercised  on  the  veins  leading  powerful  agencv  o$  the  active  impon- 

from  them,  and  of  the  almost  complete  aerable  principles — caloric  and  electri- 

obliteration    of  the   cavities   of    the  city— in  various  functions  of  the  animal 

auricles.  economy,  at  present  confining  my  at- 

tention  to  the  relative  proportion  of 

caloric,  or  the  matter  of  heat  in  ice  and 

ON  THE  water.    It  has  been  ascertained,  that  if 

MEDICAL  AGENCY  OF  WATER  AT  My  gjiven  weight  of  ice,  at  32  degrees, 

DIFFERENT  TEMPERATURES.  ^  mixed  with  a  corresponding  weight 

of  water  at  172  degrees,  the  ice  will  be 

Bt  Da.  Wilkinson,  Bath.  melted,  and  the  resulting  fluid  mixture 

(Jbr  the  Medical  Gazette.)  f  JJ^  ^«  *^  32-the  water  having  lost 

'  140  de^ees,  and  the  ice,  during  its 

__             .   _                ,  conversion  into  water,  having  acquired 

HiSTORT  informs  us  that  in  the  most  this  portion  of  heat.    The  same  prin- 

ancient  periods  ablutions  were  consi-  ciple  applies  to  the  human  body  in 

dered  so  conducive  to  health,  as  to  every  altered  state  of  structure  or  ar- 

constitute  an  important  part  of  reli-  rangement.    Caloric  is  either  in  exeesa 

gious   ceremonies;    emblematical    of  or   diminution,    and  its   equalization 
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should  be  the  first  object  of  medical  greatly  to  be  lamented  that,  from  in- 
attention. Every  person  who  has  re-  conyenience  attending  affusion,  or  any 
course  to  ablution,  in  a  morning  just  supposed  fatigue,  this  excellent  mode 
after  rising,  well  knows  its  beneficial  of  practice  should  be  so  rarely  adopted, 
effects:  the  cuticular  surface  is  preserved  and  particularly  when  so  much  benefit 
in  good  order,  and  all  irregularities  as  is  quickly  derived  from  it.  In  cases 
to  temperature  corrected.  For  the  pur-  when  the  skin  is  hot  and  dry,  or  the 
pose  of  ablution,  a  convenient  appa-  pulse  exceeding  1 20,  the  tongue  parched 
ratus  is  made  of  tin  or  zinc,  from  4  to  and  discoloured,  how  grateful  to  the 
6  feet  in  diameter,  and  about  6  inches  feelings  is  the  cold  affusion :  the  heat 
deep.  In  the  centre  the  individual  of  the  body  is  rapidly  diminished,  the 
stands,  and  with  a  large  sponge  applies  irritating  dryness  of  the  skin  is  re- 
the  water  freely  to  every  part  of  the  moved,  and  the  pulse  reduced  to  that 
body,  which  is  afterwaras  to  be  well  standard  which  allows  of  a  quiet  slum- 
dried.  The  coarser  the  towel  used  the  ber  and  a  gentle  perspiration.  When- 
better  :  if  the  weather  should  be  very  ever  the  pulse  exceeds  120,  it  may  be 
cold,  the  temperature  of  the  water  may  jrenerally  concluded  that  its  frequency 
be  a  little  increased;  but  the  colder,  is  the  result  of  constitutional  debility ;' 
the  more  powerful  the  reaction.  An  the  reduced  energy  of  the  heart  com-  ' 
apparatus  for  ablution  thus  constructed  pensating  for  power  by  more  frequent 
can  be  conveniently  introduced  into  a  feeble  pulsations.  On  the  prevalence 
bedroom,  with  the  advantage  of  its  use  of  this  species  of  fever  at  the  Found- 
on  the  momeqt  of  rising  from  bed,  which  ling  Hospital,  my  medical  friend,  Dr. 
is  the  best  time  for  its  employment.,  and  Stanger,  more  than  40  years  since  em- 
the  refreshing  result  is  highly  conducive  ploved,  with  the  greatest  success,  this 
to  the  preservation  of  health.  In  debi-  cola  mode  of  treatment ;  and  although 
litated  constitutions,  when  the  action  by  practitioners  of  eminence  stimulant 
of  the  douche  is  found  too  powerful,  remedies  were  found  highly  pernicious, 
then  ablution  constitutes  an  excellent  yet  cordial  and  tonic  medicines  by  man v 
substitute,  gently  rubbing  all  the  parts  have  been  employed,  combined  with 
particularly  affected,  and  preparing,  if  the  opposing  principle  of  abstraction  of 
required,  for  the  subsequent  applica-  blood. 

tion  of  moisture.  When  dressed,  it  We  have  varying  opinions  relative  to 
is  always  well  to  drink  about  haljf-a-  the  agency  of  cold  water  in  some  neu- 
pint  of  cold  water,  and  if  weather  per-  ralgic  affections.  Dr.  Watson  says  that 
mit  to  take  a  long  walk  before  break-  a  tetanic  patient  in  St  Thomas's  Hos- 
fast.  By  this  process  all  that  languor  pital,  at  his  own  desire,  was  plunged 
which  results  from  excessive  perspira-  into  a  cold  bath,  and  instantly  died. 
tion  is  most  effectually  removed.  Sir  James  Macgriffor  observes,  that 
In  tropical  countries  it  has  lonr  been  during  the  campaign  in  Spain,  the 
the  practice  of  professional  gentlemen  warm  bath  gave  only  momentary  relief,  • 
in  febrile  diseases  to  dash  cold  water  and  the  cola  bath  was  worse  than  use- 
over  the  patient,  morning  and  evening;  less.  But  Mr.  Abemethy  stated,  that  \ 
and  particularly  if  the  fever  have  a  were  he  himself  the  subject  of  tetanus 
typhoid  character,  and  is  accompanied  he  would  have  the  cold  affusion  tried. 

with  a  diminution  of  nervous  energy. —   

Dr.  Currie  most  successfully  introduced  SOMB  OBSBRVATIONS 

at  Liverpool  the  afiiision  of  cold  water  on  thb 

in  the  treatment   of   this  species  of  MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY,  CLIMATE, 

fever.    His  mode  of  application  was  by  ^^D  DISEASES, 

pouring  two  or  three  quarts  on  the  or  thb 

patient"s  head  and  body:  he  confined  ^,^„„^  ^„  ,,«^„^r  . «.ttx  r«« . »» ^ 

this  practice    principally  to  the  low  BIGHTS  OF  BENIN  AND  BIAFRA, 

contagious  fever,  and  selected  the  early  wbst  coast  of  afaica. 

stage  of  the  greatest  heat ;  but  recom-  g^  W.  F.  Danibll, 

mended  water  not  to  be  applied  when  j^^^er  of  the  Royal  CoUege  of  SurgtooM  of 

the  patient  was  in  a  stale  of  chilliness,  England,  &c. 

even  if  the  thermometer  indicated  a  [Continaed  firom  p.  709.] 

preternatural  degree  of  heat,  nor  in  a  

case  of  fever  arising  from  or  accom-  Notwithstandino   the   conflicting 

panied  by  topical  inflammation.    It  is  statemenU  that  have  been  promulgateo 
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from  time  to  time  respecting  tbe  salu-  marks*  "that  the  lands  on  each  side  of 

brity  of  several  rivers  and  other  places  the  river  are  ^ery  wood^,  Which  breeds 

frequented  by  the  white  traders  in  this  those  tormeoting  rvermin  in  such  im- 

portion  of  Western  Africa,  the    Kio  mense  nambers,  that  they  attack  ofir 

Formosa  will  be  found  upon  dispas-  sailors  at  night  on  all  sides,  and  so 

sionate  inquiry  to  be  the  most  unhealthy,  pester  them,  that,  many  the  next  mom- 

The'  only  streams  in  the  Bights  whi^h  uig  are  not  to  be  known    by   th^ 

resemble  it  in  point  of  insalubrity  are  features,  depriving,  them  at  the  same 

the  Rio  Nun  and  New  Callabar;  but  time  of  their  natural  rest,  which,  toge- 

the  sacrifice  6f  European  life  in  them,  ther  with  the unwholesomeair, occasions 

although  considerable,  falls  short  of  a  great  mortality  among  our  Eok'opeaos, 

that  observed  in  the  Benin  river.    The  some  sloops  or  ships  in  one  voyage 

constant  prevalence  of  a  class  of  insi-  often  losing  one-half  of  their  crews, 

dious  febrile  diseases,  (particularly  re-  and   others  more,  and  the  survivors 

mittent  fevers,)  whose  adynamic  t^pe,  remaining  very  weak  and  sickly,  which 

rapid  career,  and  other  pathological  strikes  such  a  terror  into  sailors  that 

featuresdifferinff  so  greatlv  from  those  of  few  are  willing  to  serve  in  such  voyages, 

Other  tropiod  climes,  sufficiently  stamp  and  the  boldest  always  afraid  of  their 

it   with    that   odious    celebrity    now  lives*." 

widely  diffiised  and  too  justly  merited.       When  I  visited  this  river  in  1839,  I 
Our  colonial  settlements  in  the  Gambia  found  two  vessels  moored  a  short  dis- 
and    Sierra   Leone,  from  the  s^efe  tance  from  its  mouth,  one  of  which, 
ravages  of  occasional  epidemics,  have  within  the  space  of  five  months,  had 
also  been  invested  with  a  certain  degree  buried  two  entire  crews,  a  solitary  per> 
of  ill  fame;  but  they,  if  placed  in  com«  son  alone  surviving;  the  other,  which 
parison  with  the  river  I   have  been  had  entered  at  a  much  later  period,  had 
lately  describing,  would  be  deemed  far  Iteen  similarly  deprived  of  one-half  of 
more  salubrious.    It  must,  however,  its  men,  and  the  remainder  were  in  such 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  while  these  a  debilitated  condition  as  to  be  incapa- 
maritime  districts  are  thus  abundantly  ble  of  undertaking  any  active  or  labo- 
fraught  with  those  influences  which  nous  duty.    Another  vessel  sailed  from 
give   rise   to  this  unfavourable    con-  this  port,  previously  to  my  arrival,  in 
ditioD,  Uieir    deleterious  effects  have  such  a  deplorable  state  as  to  be  solely 
been  much  augmented,  by  a  series  of  dependent  on  the  aid  of  Kroomen  to 
petty   and   vexatious    annoyances    to  perform  the  voyage  homewards.    After 
which  all  Europeans  are  subject  who  a  stay  of  several  weelks  at  the  anchor- 
come  within  their  sphere.    The  slimy  age  opposite  Jacqua  creek,  the  ship  to 
mudbanks  and  alluvial  swamps,  it  is  which  1  was  attached  became  so  un- 
well known,  generate  myriads  of  mus-  healthy  that  we  were  under  the  neces* 
quitoes  and  sandflies,  and  these  insects  sity  of  recrossin^  the  bar  into  a  purer 
so  vigorously  attack  all  who   reside  atmosphere,  having  lost  one-third  out 
where  they  abound,  as  to  prove  exceed-  of  a  complement  of  eighteen  men.   And 
in^ly. troublesome.   In  vain  the  wearied  yet,  amid  these  regions  so  rife  with 
seaman  seeks  for  repose;  his  winged  disease  and  death,  I  have  known  Euro- 
tormentors  multiply  as  the  night  ad-  peans  reside  for  a  number  of  vears  in 
vances,  and,  ever  on  the  alert,  inces-  the  enjoyment  of  good  healtn,  from 
santlv  hover  around  him,  until  he  is  at  the  simple  secret  of  moderatelv  con- 
length  forced    to   succumb    to   their  forming  to  the  habits  of  the  natives  as 
harassiDg  ixrflictions,  and  unwillingly  regards  the  diet,  exercise,  and  attention 
hastens  upon  deck,  there  to  await,  in  to  the  due  performance  of  jthecotaneoiia 
no  happ^  mood,  the  break  of  morn,  functions.     The  plan  of  treatment  1 
Heavy  toil  by  day,  with  broken  and  then  pursued  in  the  cases   of  fever 
unrefreshing  slumbers,  will  soon  under-  which  came  under  my  care,  was  local 
mine  the  strength  of  the  most  hardy ;  and  general  blood-letting,  saline  pur* 
and  hence  it  is  that  these,  in  conjunc-  ^atives,  calomel  in  large  doses,  &c. ; 
tion    with    other   apparently    trivial  in  fact,  that  treatment  sanctioned  by 
causes,    amply    predispose    the    un-  the  most  experienced  writers  on  tropical 
seasoned  stranger  to  the    attacks    of  diseases  of  a  similar  nature.    I  regret 
endemic  typhoid  aflections,  from  which  to  state  that  in  these,  as  in  numerous 

so  few  have  as  yet  recovered.    Barbot,       *  n*.^.^«»j«.,  «#  .v^  r.^   . — ^^.   ^.  — .  ■   ,^ 
.        II     .  ^   4     au*         1  •     ..     *     1  D«»cnption  of  the  Coasts  of  North  and  South 

»n  allusion  to  this  subject,  truly  re-  Guinea,  book  iv.  p  si».  ^u»a«nuaw«n 
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other  instancefi,  this  system  of  treat-  waters  of  the  river,  and  to  afflict  all 
ment  was  evidently  one  which  pos-  who  have  not  paid  a  proper  deference 
sessed  no  power  of  controlling  the  pro-  to  his  power  by  appropriate  propitia- 
gress  of  the  remittent  fevers  of  inter-  tions.  Fowls,  sheep,  &c.,  and  some- 
tropical  Africa.  times  human  beings,  are  immolated  for 

Perhaps  in  no  part  of  the  African  this  purpose, 
continent  is  the  medical  profession  Fourteen  miles  S.E.  by  S.  from  Be- 
held in  higher  estimation  than  by  the  nin  river,  is  the  Rio  Esclavos,  or  Slaves' 
negro  tribes  of  the  kins^doms  near  the  river,  known  also  in  native  parlance 
fsea-coast.  In  most  of  the  rivers  of  the  by  the  name  of  El  Broder,  or  Brodero. 
Bights  the  medical  officer,  if  he  were  It  is  considerably  inferior  to  the  For- 
so  inclined,  could  easily  convert  his  mosa  in  magnitude,  but  like  it  is  ob- 
ship  into  a  lazarette,  from  the  influx  of  structed  by  a  bank  of  sand  that  debars 
patients  that  would  voluntarily  place  access  to  any  but  vessels  of  light  ton- 
themselves  uuder  his  sanatory  regula*  nage.  Adjoining  its  entrance,  is  a  small 
tions.  Natives  of  every  rank  express  town,  erected  on  the  margin  of  a  sandy 
the  greatest  confidence  in  his  skill,  beach,  and  which  is  encompassed  and 
and  the  efficacy  of  those  remedial  mea-  partially  hid  from  view  by  a  profusion 
sures  exhibited  for  their  benefit;  and  of  palm  and  cocoa-nut  trees.  The  Rio 
should  such  unfortunately  fail  of  afford-  dos  Forcados,  or  Galley  Slaves'  river, 
ing  the  desired  relief,  the  case  is  con-  usually  termed  the  river  Owerree,  or 
sidered  by  them  as  hopeless.  When-  Warree,  is  fifteen  miles  further  to  the 
ever,  therefore,  the  surgeon  of  any  southward.  Both  this  and  the  Escla- 
vessel  is  known  to  be  somewhat  liberal  vos,  from  their  shalloNV  estsuarie^,  are 
in  the  distribution  of  his  medicines,  seldom  or  never  frequented,  unless  it 
innumerable  invalids  fleck  on  board,  be  by  slave-ships,  although  in  the 
and,  without  hesitation  supplicate  his  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries 
attention  to  their  real  or  imaginary  com-  the  Portuguese  and  Dutch  carried  on 
plaints ;  and  many  urge  tneir  claims  a  lucrative  commerce  with  them,  espe- 
8o  cogently  that  it  requires  no  small  cially  the  latter.  At  the  distance  of 
amount  of  patience  and  firmness  to  three  miles  from  the  entrance  is  the 
withstand  their  importunity.  Medical  island  and  town  of  Paloma,  the  latter 
science  in  Soudan,  and  other  inland  consisting  of  from  twenty  to  thirty 
countries,  is  also  fully  viewed  in  the  dilapidated  houses,  situated  on  the  left 
Sitme  favourable  light ;  and  the  white  bant  of  the  stream.  The  inhabitants 
practitioner,  if  the  assertions  of  travel-  transmit  what  little  palm  oil  they  pro- 
lers  are  to  be  credited,  is  considerately  duce  to  Jachree ;  theinajority  of  them  in 
treated  with  kindness  and  hospitality.-  are  now  fishermen, and  chiefly  occupied 
Clapperton  pays  an  honourable  tribute  the  curing  of  fish.  Formerly  the  Por- 
to its  utilitv  and  value  when  he  states,  tuguese  had  a  fort,  chapel,  and  three 
in  the  following  passage,  ''that  the  or  four  factories,  in  this  town  ;  but  they 
news  of  our  arnval  spread  before  us,  were  soon  abandoned  on  account  of  ttie 
and  at  the  difllerent  towns  and  villages  extreme  insalubrity  of  the  climate, 
through  which  we  passed  they  brought  Jerome  Merolla  da  Sorrento,  in  his 
us  all  the  sick  to  be  cured.  Nor  was  it  voyage  to  the  Congo,  informs  us  that 
the  sick  alone  who  sought  advice,  but  two  Capuchin  missionaries,  named  B.  di 
men  and  women  of  all  descriptions ;  Firenza  and  A.  Avaccio,  sailed  from  the 
the  former  for  some  remedy  against  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  in  1683,  to  visit 
impotency,  the  latter  to  remove  sterility,  the  metropolitan  town  of  Warree,  which 
Many  came  for  preventives  against  by  this  route  is  about  sixteen  miles  to 
apprehended  or  barely  possible  ca-  the  north  east  of  Paloma.  They  were 
lamities  ;  and,  in  anticipation  of  the  first  persons  that  attempted  to  in- 
all  the  imaginary  ills  of  life,  re-  troduce  Christianity  into  equatorial 
sorted  to  ns  in  full  confidence  of  Africa,  and,it  has  been  stated,  converted 
our  being  able  to  ward  them  off*."  many  of  the  natives  to  its  doctrines. 
By  the  population  of  some  countries  The  people  of  this  and  the  circumjacent 
the  sources  of  disease  are  attributed  to  countries  were  called  by  the  ancients 
supernatural  agency.  In  Warree,  an  Derbici  ^thiopcs. 
evil  principle,  designated  by  the  term  The  Rio  Ramos,  or  Bough  river,  is 
Malfakew,  is  supposed  to  live  in  the  seventeen  miles  to  the  northward  of 

•  Journey  from  Kouka  to  Blormur,  p.  33.  that  of  Warree,  and  the  river  Dodo 
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twenty  miles  £.  by  S.  from  the  R.  English  chemist ;  and  yet  with  all  the^ 
Ramos.  Neither  of  these  streams  are  advantages  it  will  give  little  aatisfac- 
visited,  except  by  contraband  schooners  tion,  so  far  as  it  has  proceeded,  to  the 
for  human  cargoes,  and  to  elude  the  practical-minded  men  of  this  island, 
vigilance  of  the  men-of-war  cruising  The  introduction  is  not  pressed  by  Dr. 
without.  Thirty  miles  south-east  from  Johnston,  as  be  had  intended,  but  is 
the  Dodo  is  the  river  Seneana,  or  withheld  till  the  whole  original  work 
Segma,  at  the  aperture  of  which  may  shall  have  come  into  his  hands.  Of  the 
be  distinguished  several  isolated  groups  part  published,  containing  184  pag^es, 
of  mud  habitations.  The  land  here  is  the  nrst  85  are  occupied  chiefly  with 
very  low  and  marshy,  and  the  inhabi-  hazy  metaphysical  reveries,  which  lead, 
tants  are  such  a  degenerate  race,  that  as  far  as  we  can  guess,  to  no  useful 
they  appearin  physical  conformation  to  applications,  whether  in  chemistry, 
be  but  a  few  degrees  removed  from  pnysiology,or  agriculture.  The  very  first 
the  higher  animals  of  the  Simis  opening  of  his  subject  reveals  hia  tea- 
family.  None  of  these  rivers  ofier  any  dency  to  the  transcendental, 
inducement  for  the  white  trader  to  "  fn  the  doctrine  of  life,  no  position 
enter  them,  and  are  alike  inimical  to  his  has  been  more  strenuously  maintained^ 
health  and  safety.  An  insignificant  than  that  a  peculiar  force  exists  by 
point  may  be  noticed  a  few  miles  to  the  which  organic  substances  are  governed, 
northward  of  the  Sengana,  which  has  by  which  they  are  arranged  m  certain 
been  commonly,  but  erroneously,  named  specific  modes,  and  are  enabled  to 
Cape  Formosa.  It  is  in  4^  31'  N.Lat.,  assist  in  sustaining  the  living  system, 
ana  5*=^  41'  E.  Long.    The  river  Sen-  and   to  create  a  cnain  of  phenomena 

fina  is  the  southern  extremity  of  the  which  as  a  whole  are  called  phenomema 

ight  of  Benin,  and  the  obvious  pro-  of  life.      This  vital   force  has    been 

jection  of  the  land  in  its  vicinity  may  described  as    one  quite    peculiar,    of 

therefore  be  termed,  with   more  pro-  which  not  the  slightest  trace  is  to  be 

priety,  the  cape.    This  Bight  comprises  found  in  inorganic  nature.     Or^nic 

a  tract  of  coast  of  nearly  360  miles  in  and  inorganic  nature  are  often  indeed 

extent,  and,  excluding  some  parts  of  the  contrasted.     We  hear  of  the  animate 

Slave  coast,  may  be  merely  considered  and  inanimate  forces  of  nature ;    wc 

as  one  vast  and   almost  interminable  used  to  shrink   from  observing    any 

forest   swamp,    whose   continuity    is  connection    between   them;    and,    in 

broken  by  the  pettv  rivers  and  creeks  particular,   it  was    thought  that    the 

that  meander  in  all  directions  through  endeavour  to  explnin  mnny  phenomena 

it.     it  is  without  exception  the  most  of  life  b^  means  of  the  so-called  dead 

deadly   portion  of  the  West  coast  of  forces  might  detract  from  the  doctrine 

Africa.  of  life. 

[To  be  continued.]  ••  In  the  true  study  of  nature   the 

principal  aim  ought  to  be,  not  only  to 
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phenomena  and  laws,  which  distinguish 

"L'auteurse  tueftallonirerceque  Ic  lecleorac  and  regulate  living  and  dead  matter. 

tneiabr^er."-D>AL.MBEKT.  ^^^  ^^^%  ^^  ^„^^g«  ^^^^  phenomena 

The  ChemUtry  of  Vegetable  find  Animal  »"^  ^^^\  ^"^  ^^^^^  ^^^"^  i«,  ^eir 

Physiology,    By  J.  D.  Mulder,  Pro-  feveral  relations.    The  more  onr  kno w- 

fessor  of  Chemistry  in  the  University  ^eage  of   these    two    departments    is 

of    Utrecht.     Translated  from  the  extended,  and  the  nearer  the  several 

Dutch,  by  Dr.  Frombehg,  First  As-  ^^^  °'  ^^^  8^^"^  science  of  nature  are 

sistant  in  the  Laboratory  of  the  Agri-  ®^^°  '°  approximate,  the  more  firmly 

cultural  Chemibtry  of  Scotland.  With  °*"?,'  ^®  embrace  the  idea,  as  neces- 

an  Introduction  snd  Notes,  by  James  8a"ly  conformable  to  truth,  that  the 

W.  Johnston,  F.R.SS.  L.  and  E.  »a^e  forces  govern  alike  the  animate 

Purt  I,  and  the  inanimate  kingdoms. 

.  *  **  Those  who  proceed  on  the  assomp- 

Here  is  a  book  of  much  promise  upon  tion,  that  no  such  connection  exists, 

a  very  difficult  and  important  object,  will  certainly  not  be  able  to  trace  it ; 

written  by  a  very  distinguished  inves-  but  a  search,  conducted  with  impar- 

tigator  of  or«inic  nature,  and  trans-  tiality,    will    be    rewarded    with    the 

lated  under  the  auspices  of  an  able  discovery  of  as  much  as  may  exist. 
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"In  the  natural  sciences,  the  words  thousands  of  small  seeds,  each  of 
matter  and  force  are  continually  re-  which  grows  up  to  a  poppy  plant 
curring.  We  endeavour,  by  an  effort  equally  perfect.  Hence  we  are  not 
of  imagination,  to  separate  the  one  entitled  to  admit  the  idea  of  transfer- 
idea  from  the  other.  Yet  we  cannot  ence  of  vital  force,  even  where  it  is  not 
conceive  of  matter  without  force,  and  opposed  to  the  idea  of  force  itself, 
scarcely  of  any  force  which  does  not  With  our  own  eyes  we  perceive  the 
react  upon  matter.  We  encounter  evolution  of  that  force  from  its  phe- 
many  dimcuUies,  while  attempting  to  nomena. 

penetrate  into  the  properties  or  matter.  "  What  part,  then,  bears  the  germ  of 

We  are  perplexed,  first,  with  its  being  that  vital  force,  which  is  afterwards 

divisible  either  finitely  or  infinitely;  to  be  developed?    and  at  what  ipoint 

secondly,  with  the  great  diversity  of  does  the  development  commence  P     It 

substances  which  exist ;  thirdly,  with  is  the  poppy  seed  which  bears  the 

the  great  number  of  elementary  bodies  germ, — a  small  quantity  of  organic 

now  known^to  chemists."  molecules,  different  in  nature  from  all 

In  the  country  of  the  modest  Newton,  others, — some  carbon,  hydrogen,  ni- 
we  have  been  taught  to  believe  that  trogen,  and  oxygen,  combined  in  a 
researches,  however  impartially  con-  certain  manner  into  substances,  which 
ducted,  may  not  be  rewarded  with  the  are  peculiar  in  respect  of  their  corn- 
discovery  of  as  much  as  may  exist;  nay,  position  and  arrangement.  The  pecu- 
that  the  ultimatum  of  existing  truths  liar  quality  which  distinguishes  these 
may  never  be  reached  by  our  nnite  fa-  substances  from  amorphous  precipitates 
culties.  We  have  always  been  accus-  and  crystals,  they  owe  to  tneir  origin, 
tomed  to  regard  inertia  as  the  charac-  Their  elements  were  brought  into  a 
teristic  of  matter,  and  that  all  forces,  state  of  peculiar  tendency,  by  the 
and  most  manifestly  the  vital,  were  forces  residing  in  the  oraanic  molecules 
foreign  to,  and  superinduced  ilpon  it.  of  the  plant,  whose  influence  had  pre- 
We  think  it  an  utterly  unauthorized  viously  governed  them.  They  do  not 
dogma,  that  the  same  forces  govern  possess  more  than  they  exhibit,  and 
the  animate  and  the  inanimate  king-  the^  exhibit  nothing  but  a  change  of 
doms.  their  chemical  composition.    The  seed 

Our  author's  style  of  general  philo-  changes  its  starch  into  gum  and  sugar, 

sophical  reasoning  may  be  fairly  appre-  and    so    chemical    forces    forthwith 

ciated  from  the  section  o,  p.  78,  entitled  appear,  which  seem  to  be  intimately 

"  Tramference  of  Vital  torce.y  connected  with  the    development    of 

*'  The  idea  of  transferring  vital  force  new  forms.  Another  phenomenon  soon 

is  opposed  to  the  idea  or  force.     A  succeeds,  namely,  the  absorption    of 

slumbering  force  is  awakened ;  a  weak  substances  from  without.    These  bring 

force  is  strengthened ;    but  it  is  im-  something  with  them :    they  are  not 

possible  to  imagine  the  transference  merely  substances,  but  the  residence 

of  a  force  from  one  material  muss  to  also  of  peculiar  active  forces  to  which 

another.     We  must  first  refer  to  this  they  owe  their  composition.     Of  these 

point  in  pausing  to  consider  the  manner  forces,  some  portions  combine    with 

in  which  we  must  conceive  of  the  those  which  are  derived  from  the  seed 

transition,  into  a  new  organic  whole,  itself.    And  now,  the  previously  exist- 

of   life    originating  in    another.      If  ing  molecule,  and  that  which  is  formed 

animals  impart  vital  forces   to  their  from  external  matter,  both  live ; — the 

offspring,  then  such  forces  must,  no  former  through  what  it  received  from 

doubt,  be  lost  by  themselves.     We  do  the  parent-plant, — the  latter  through 

not  perceive,  however,  that  this  takes  its  having  assumed  the  form  of  the 

place ;    on  the  contrary,  they  retain  other.      This  conformity  arises  from 

their  strength,  sometimes  for    many  matter,  and  from  the  property  which 

years,    after    having    produced    new  matter  possesses,  of  obeying  the  action 

beings,  completely  formed,  of  the  same  of  forces,  proceeding  from    the  ^ first 

species.     The  tree  whicl^  fora  great  molecule;   in  other  words,  the  second 

many  years,  produces  fruit,  and  the  molecule  must  necessarily  be  endowed 

seeds  of  which  have,  in  great  numbers,  with  the  capacity  of  becoming  similar 

become  full-grown  trees    around  the  to  the  first,  through  the  influence  of 

parent  stem,  nevertheless  lives  as  at  the  first.     Thus,  the  second  molecule 

nrst.     A  single  poppy  plant  produces  did  not  receive  its  peculiaritiev,  but 
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these  were  excited  ia  it ;   and  so  this  proportion   between   the  aumber     of 
molecule  also  lives  as  well  as  the  firsts  plants  and  that  of  man  and  animals  oo 
and  in  its    turn    can    take   up   new  the  earth.    The  former  must  restore 
substances  from  without,  and  entirely  what  the  latter  have  taken  from  the 
assimilate  thrm.     So  again,  the  third  atmosphere  ;  the  one  must  decompose 
lives  also,  and  thus  is  life  gradually  what  the  other  has  imparted  to  the  at- 
extended.     The  molecules,  after  being  mosphere.    Wherever  the  equilibriom 
once  arranged  in  a  certain  manner,  between  the  number  of  plants  and  ani- 
give  birth  to  new  arrangements,  to  new  mals  is  disturbed, — that  is,  when  man- 
forces,  as  we  endeavoured  before  to  kind  increase  and  plants  diminish,"- 
explain." — Twaddle.  then  there  will  at  fast  be  no  longer  a 
In  the  second  chapter  on  inorepanic,  sufficient  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  de- 
organic,  and  organised  bodies,  plants,  composed,  and  the  proportion  between 
and  animals,  we  find  nothing  definite  the  oxygen  and  nitrogen,  which  we  now 
and  interesting ;  but  in  the  third  chap-  assume  to  be  invariable,  will  be  altered. 
ter,  on  the  Atmosphere  in  its  connec-  "  It  is  true  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
tion  with  organic    nature,   there  are  earth,  susceptible  of  cultivation^  still 
some  curious  enough  lucubrations.  After  regains  uninhabited  by  man.    But  i^ 
compiling  from  well  known  sources  all  in  imagination,  we  transfer  ourselves 
the  experiments  upon  the  proportion  into  futurity, — if  we  suppose  the  woods 
of  oxygen  and  carbonic  acid  gas  to  destroyed,  the  earth  covered  with  edihle 
azote  in  the  atmosphere,  he  comes  to  plants  which  reach  but  to   a   small 
the  following  conclusion.  height  in  the  atmosphere, — then  we 
.  **  it  is  not  to  be  denied,   that  the  have  in  imamnation  reached  a  limit  to 
quantity  of  carbonic  acid  must  have  be-  the  invariableness  of  the  existing  com- 
come  greater,  and  that  of  oxygen  less,  position  of  the  atmosphere,  and  at  the 
with  the  increase  in  the  numbers  of  same  time  to  the  existence  of  man  upon 
men,  who  respire,  and  make  fires,  and  our  planet.    The  disappearance  of  the 
whose  dead  bodies  putrefy ; — but,  on  fiiils  of  Niagara  and  that  of  the  human 
the  other  hand,  a  great  manv  animals,  race  belong  to  periods,  which,  it  may 
on  the  increase  of  mankind,  have  been  be,  are  still  far  distant,  but  which,  not- 
expelled  from  the  earth's  surface.    By  withstanding,  will  certainly  arrive,  if 
the  fires,  however,  which  man  has  kin-  nothing  meanwhile  interpose, 
died,  the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  has  "  When   will    that    period   arrive  ? 
undoubtedly  been  increased,  and  that  This  is  a  question  to  which  w^e  may 
of  oxygen  diminished ;  but  it  is  diffi-  give  an  approximate  answer.    Accord* 
cult  to  decide  with  certainty  whether  mg  to  the  experiments  of  Lavoisier 
that  increase  in  the  carbonic  acid  would  and  Davy,  a  man  consumes  26*04  Paris 
have  ever    become   perceptible,  even  cubic  feet  of  oxygen  in  24  hours ;  that 
though  the  very  first  human  beings  had  is,  9,505  cubic  feet  a  year.     Let  us 
been  able  to  make  eudiometrical  expe-  suppose  the  number  of  men  on  the 
riments*    It  is,  however,  probable,  that  eartn  1,000  millions,  then  these  con- 
in  any  given  bulk  of  atmospheric  air,  sume  9,506,000,000,000  cubic  feet  of 
they  would  have  found  a  little  more  oxygen  every  year,   that    is,   nearly 
oxvgen,  and  somewhat  less  carbonic  8-lOths  of  a  cubic  geographical  mile« 
acid,  than  in  the  present  day,  provided  The  whole  amount  of  oxygen,  by  which 
the  method  of  investigation  had  been  the  earth  is  surrounded,  is  1,953,570 
sufficiently  accurate.  cubic  geographical  miles.     So  that,  if 
<*  It  is  a  consequence  equally  unde-  the  number  of  mankind  on  the  eartU 
niable,  that  either  the  atmosphere  will  were  always  1000  millions,  they  wouli 
at  last  become  infected  by  man,  or  that  require  2,451,000  years  to  take  away 
famine  will  arise  on  the  earth.    By  the  all  the  oxygen  from  the  atmosphere, 
continual  increase  of  man  on  the  earth,  If,  from  the  present  moment,  planta 
the  number  of  forests  has  been  dimi-  were  to  cease  decomposing  carbonic 
nished.    Man  expels  and  destroys  ani-  acid,  all  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphjera 
mals  and  plants,  which  previously  lived  would  be  exlvausted  after  2i  millions  of 
undisturbed.     It  is  pnncipally  by  the  years. 

large  forests  that  the  great  quantity  of  *'By  theoperation  of  this  cause» there- 
carbonic  acid,  resulting  from  combus-  fore,  the  human  race  will  at  som^  time 
tion  and  respiration,  must  be  decom-  be  destroyed,  if  it  should  not  happen  to 
posed.    There  must  necessarily  be  a  be  so  previously  from  other  causes." 


THE  IMPE0P8R  ADMINISTRATION  Of  liEDICINES.  777 

The  fourth  chafer  treats  of  water  in  magnetism  being  either,  supemataral 
its  ccmnection  with  organic  nature ;  or  connected  with  satanic  agency  } 
the  fifth,  of  the  relation  of  the  soil  to  laments  the  opposition  of  medical  men 
organic  nature.  Here  at  last  the  author  to  its  doctrines;  discusses  the  objec- 
is  at  home,  and  becomes  practically  tions  which  have  been  arrayed  a^inst 
instructive.  The  remaining  53  pases  it,  its  applicability  to  the  relief  oi  mo- 
of  the- book  are  interesting  from  tne  dical  anasurncal  diseases,  and  the  re- 
detail  of  valuable  facts  which  they  quisite  qualifications  to  practise.  He 
present,  upon  the  varyinp^  composition  concludes  with  the  consideration  of 
of  soils  as  derived  from  different  ^eolo-  somnambulism,  clairvoyance,  provision, 
gical  rocky  formations,  and  on  tne  or-  phreno-magnetism,  and  extase.  Some 
ganic  constituents  of  soils,  such  as  extracts  from  Miss  Marti neau's  state- 
crenic  acid,  apocrenlc  acid,  geic  acid,  ments  are  inserted  by  way  of  appendix, 
humic  acid  ana  humin,  ulmic  acid  and  In  the  dedication,  addressed  to  a  re- 
ulmin ;  for  the  chemical  properties  of  verend  young  friend,  the  author  alludes 
which  seven  bodies,  we  must  refer  to  to  extracting  '*  the  sting  from  one  page 
the  book  itself.  The  subsequent  portion  of  suffering  humanity.''  This  rather 
of  the  work  will  undoubtedly  prove  posed  us  at  the  outset;  for  although 
much  preferable  to  the  present ;  which  we  once  read  in  some  eastern  tale  oi  a 
abounds  in  vague  and  shadowy  genera-  book  with  poisoned  leaves,  we  never 
lizations.  before  heard  of  a  page  with  a  sting. 

—  We  are  led  to  think  tne  writer  a  well- 

Human  Magnetism ;  its  Claims  to  Dis*  meaning  man,  and  only  regret  he  should 

passionate  Inquiry  :  being  an  attempt  have  allowed  himself  to  plunge  head- 

to  show  the  Utility  of  its  Application  long  into  the  depths  of  unauthorized 

for  the  Relief  of  Human  Suffering,  and  futile  speculation. 

By  W.  Nbwnham,  Esq.  M.H.S.L.  

Londoui  1845,  pp.  432.    Churchill.  

While  we  confess  our  utter  inabihty        MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

to  believe  that  animal  magnetism  is 

anything  more  than  a  creature  of  the  Friday,  March  14,  1845. 

fancy,  we  do  not  pretend  to  set  bounds  

to  the  effects  which  may  be  thereby 

produced    upon   weak   and    credulous       "licet  omnibng,  licet  etiAmmihi,  digniUtem 

mortals.    Ima/nnation  we  are  persuaded  ^"*  ^«<''«*  ta«ri ;  potc«ta«  m<M2o  veniendi  in 

often   exercises  marvellous   power   in  P«b"cum  rit,  cUcendi  periculiun  non  rec«».-^^ 

controlling  disease,  be  it  or  body  or  ^__ 

mind.  Hence  the  reputed  efficacy  under 

peculiar  circumstances  of  metallic  trac-  THE  IMPEOPER  ADMINISTRATION 

&*'a°^^^^  ^^''^"^'''  ^'^''^"'''  ^^  MEDICINES. 

According  to  our  author,  "  "jagne-  i^  ig  a  somewhat  startling  fact,  as  set 

tism  may  be  said  to  be  the  medicine  of  -    .,  .    ^u    o-  .u  »         iS        .   i..i_ 

nature— to  consist  in  the  communica-  ^^^^^  *"  ^"®  ^^^^^  Annual  Report  of  the 

tion    of   the    exuberant   life    of   the  Registrar- General,  in  the  abstract  of 

healthy,  to  repair  and  sustain  the  defi-  the  causes  of  death  by  violence  for  1840 

cicnt  vitality  of  the  8ick,--and  is  only  (exclusive  of  ascertained  suicides),  and 

legitimately  and  justly  used,  when  em-  ^    ,      .i.     i.     ^     *    i.      .    ,  .  .    . 

ployed  to  restore  that  equilibrium  of  "°^^'  ^"®  °^*^  ^^  chemical  injuries,, 

health,  which  has   been  restored  by  that  eight  persons  died  from  opium» 

maladv."— p.  17.  twenty-one  by  other  poisons,  and  no 

^ V  «  i^^i!* '^^^^•^^,"- 1'"""' ''*^^*  ""^  less  than  five  by  "medicines  impro- 
ample  field  for  good  is  laid  open  m  our         ,  h     mu  i    ^a        • 

worlchouses.    I^  the  pale,  siikly,  ema-  perly  given."     Thus  nearly  fifteen  m 

ciated  inmates  be    put  without  delay  ^he  hundred  of  individuals  reckoned  to 

en  rapport  with  a  set  of  lusty  yeomen,  be  destroyed  by  poisoning  fell  victims 

"whose  limbs  were  made  in  England."  to  the  improper  administration  of  phy- 

The  vis  viwiau  vitet  thus  imparted  can-  ..  m.-       •  *  i     u 

not  but  exercite  a  most  sal!uary  iaflu.  *^^-  ,    ^his   circumstance    surely  be- 

ence.  speaks  the  urgent  necessity  for  putting 

The  author  repudiates  the  idea  of  a  stop  to  the  indiscriminate  sale  of 
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apothecaries'  ware  now  permitted.  We  nate  deceased  he  gave  two  brown  p<nr- 

earnestly  hope,  for   the  sake  of  the  ders,  into  each  of  wliich  he  had  been 

community  at  large,  that  Government  seen  to  put,  with  the  point  of  a  pair  of 

will  provide  against  this  evil,  either  scissors,  certain  tiny  white  lumps  from 

directly  by  legislative  enactment,  or  a  packet  contained  in  a  spectacle  caae ; 

indirectly  through  the  medium  of  the  two  small  pieces  into  one  powder,  and 

Council  of  Health.    In  France,  grocers,  one  large  one  into  the  other.       The 

druggists,  and  apothecaries,  come  within  largest  was  about  half  the  size  of  a 

the  jurisdiction  of  the  Conteil  de  Salu-  wheat  corn ;  the  others  about  that  of 

brite — a  sanitory  body    in  connexion  a  pin's  head.     A  druggist's  apprentice 

with  the  police,  and  over  which  that  deposed  to  having  sold  the  prisoner  a 

important     functionary,    the    prefect,  pennyworth  of  jalap,  which  might  have 

always  presides.      His   assessors  are  been  two  scruples ;   he  did  not  wei^h 

twelve  titular  members,  six  adjunct,  it*-some  drugs  are  thus  disposed  of — 

and  an  indeterminate  number  of  bono-  this  he  "  sold  at  a  guess." 
rary  members.    The  dean  of  faculty  in        Soon  after  swallowing  one  of  the 

the  School  of  Medicine,  together  with  doses,  (he  poor  fellow  was  seized  with 

the  professors  of  public  hygiene,  and  of  vomiting,  great  difficulty  of  breathing, 

medical  jurisprudence,  are  members  in  pain  and  burning  from  his  throat  to 

right  of  office.    This  council  is  called  the  stomach,  under  which  symptoms 

upon  to  decide  all  questions  respecting  he    shortly  died.     On   cadaveric   in- 

the  health  of  the  public,  including  the  spection,  the  lining  membmne  of  the 

proper  measures  to  be  enforced  on  the  stomach  was  found  in  a  state  of  gan- 

outbreak  of  epidemic,  epizootic,  and  grene ;  the  presence  of  corrosive  subli- 

contagious  diseases;  the  due  observance  mate  was  distinctly  ascertained  in  that 

of  the  laws    regarding  burials;   the  viscus. 

prevention  of  nuisance,  and  of  the  sale        The  prisoner  applied  to    a  profes- 
of  spoiled,  debased,  or  noxious  drugs,  sional  man,  about  a  quarter  of  a  year 
It  is  to  the  last  point  we  crave  spe-  previousl  yifor  sixpcnceworth  of  subli- 
cial  attention,   namely,    that  France,  mate,  but  was  refused.    To  a  labouring 
with  a  well  organized  school  of  phar-  man  he  had  sold  a  recipe  for  a  shUling, 
macy,  deems  it  expedient  to  place  all  directing  him  at  the  same  time  to  take 
practitioners  of  that  art  under  the  vigi-  about  half  a  wheat-corn  of  "  crowU  sup^ 
lant    supervision    of   the   Council   of  piement"     He  was  found  guilty,  with 
Health.     We  can   perceive  no  valid  a  recommendation  to  mercy,  and  sen- 
reason  why  the  procedure  of  a  country  tenced  to  be  imprisoned  during  four 
so   justly   pre-eminent    in    matters  of  calendar  months,  with  hard  labour, 
science  should  not  be  adopted  here.  It  was  not  stated  where  he  obtained 
A  most  flagrant  instance  of  the  fatal  the  deleterious  ingredient;  but  one  thing 
effects  of  nefarious  physicking  was  di-  is  clear,  that  articles  of  that  sort  are 
vulged  on  a  recent  trial  at  the  Cumber-  much    too    readily  procured    in   this 
land  Assizes.    A  man  was  indicted  for  country       Chemists,    moreover,    are 
causing  the  death  of  another,  by  admi-  blameworthy  who  allow  their  appren- 
nistering  to  him  three  grains  of  corro-  tices  to  dole  out  physic  by  guess, 
sive  sublimate   and  thirty  grains   of       Now  we  ask,  even  granting  the  force 
jalap.     It  came  out  in  evidence  that  of  the  Roman  adage,  (xgrotua  debet  sibi 
the  prisoner,  who  went  by  the  name  of  imputare  cur  talem  elegerit,  are  the 
the  "  old  soldier,"  was  in  the  habit  of  public  to  be  left  at  the  mercy  of  such 
dealing  in  medicines.    To  the  unfortu-  ruthless  miscreants?    At  present  there 


John  Forbes. 

March  13, 1845. 
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is  nothing  to  present  this,  or  to  check  sale  of  arsenic  and  other  deadly  poi- 

their  unhallowed  traffic.     If  a  man  sons.  This  book  to  have  ruled  columns, 

chooses  U.  take  the  title  or  addition  of  il^rJ/iS's^S.TVte'rA^J^ 

"  old  spldier,     and  to   doctor  people,  ^ale,  the  purpose,  or  specified  purpose, 

he  will  be  able  to  do  so  with  impunity,  for  which  it  was  sold,  the  signature  of 

He  will  infringe  no  law.    The  act  does  the  party  selling,  and,  lastly,  the  ad^ 

not  come  within  the  purview  of  the  dren  and  ,ignature  of  the  party  buying 

11  J                     •  .•          1              ff    *!.  '"* poison*.* 

well-drawn  restrictive   clause    of   the  ^ 

new  bill.    It  is  only  when  convicted  of 

manslaughter,  in  a  court  of  assize,  that  NEW  CH  A  RTER  OF  THE  COLLEGE 

he  is  liable  to  punishment.    We  would  -  ^^  PHYSICIANS, 

therefore  suggest  the  following  remedy.  {From  the  British  and  Foreiyn  Medical 

Let  it  be  made  illegal  for  any  indi-  Review  for  AprU  1845.) 
▼idual  to  deal  in  medicines  for  gain 

who  is  not  duly  qualified.    Let,  as  we  To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Oazette, 

have  repeatedly  inculcated,  every  prac-  Sir, 

titioner   in   pharmacy  be    examined,  The  accompanying  paper  cannot  ap- 

licensed,  and  registered    by  a  board  pear  in  iU  proper  place  before  the  1st 

.1.    •    J  t-    -.u     n         -1     I?  n    i*u  c»f  April ;  may  I  hope  that  the  impor- 

authonzed  by  the  Council  of  Health,  ta„ce  of  its  subject  will  obtain  fSrit 

and  let  him  be  strictly  confined  to  the  the  advantage  of  earlier  publicity  in 

duties  of  his  calling— the  preparing,  the  pages  of  your  journal  ?— 1  am,  sir, 

compounding,  and  dispensing  of  drugs.  Your  obedient  servant^ 
Were   such    means    adopted,    we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  there  would  be  far 

fewer  instances  of  death  on  record  from  ^  ;?»''  /f  «^*'f»^  ^T  ^^^'^  '^/If 

.                                .             -    .  New  Chartere  to  eertam  Coilegee  qf  Phy^ 

medicines  improperly  given.     It  is  not  ^i^ifliw  and  Suryetins.     Ordered  to  be 

our  object  to  impugn   the   chemists,  printed  2bth  February^  1845. 

many  of  whom  we  know  to  be  pos-  This  Bill  enables  Her  Majesty  to  grant  new 

sessed  of  skill  and  intelligence,  but  to  charters  to  the  CoUegea  of  Physidana  of 

^     ^                 *  ^L       Ml           f  ^  J  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin,  and  to  the 

remonstrate  against  the    ill-regulated  CoUegcofSurgtsons  of  Edinburgh.    It  gives 

condition  of  the  practice  of  pharmacy  no  information  as  to  the  character  of  the 

in  Great  Britain,  and  the  facilities  of-  diarters  to  be  granted ;  and  as  none  of  theae 

.       ,               J            •     •  1  J  have  been  as  yet  laid  before  parhament,  the 

ered  to  base  and  unpnncipled  persons  profession  generally  must,  for  a  time,  remain 

for  obtaining  the  most  baneful  drugs,  ignorant  of  their  respective  provisions.    The 

The  chemists,  indeed,  are  well  aware  of  »nly  one  of  the  intended  charters,  of  the  con- 

.       .  ,     « ,            .        ^i.   1  A^  tents  of  which  we  possess  any  knowledge,  is 

the  n»k  of  dangerfrom  the  latter  circam-  4^.1  of  the  College  of  Phyrician.  of  London ; 

stance,  aad  certain  of  their  number  in  and  it  i«  with  great  oonoern — we  may  indeed 

Lancashire  have  printed  and  circulated  Tk?'/i""°^7'  '^'fw'^^r'i"  f^  'Z 

.  '  alight  feeling  of  shame  that  we  announce  to 

some  very  judicious  resolutions,  which  our  brethren  beyond  the  pale  of  the  college 

ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  be  generally  that  it  contains  one  most  important  clause, 

enforced.    They  are  as  follows :-  ^}^''^^  ^,  ^^\  >"'»"«  ^P^***°' .  "°'  ,**?'y 

'  vitiatea  all  that  is  good  in  it  (and  it  oontams 

.        ,    ,1       ,*  much   that  is  good),  but  stamps  it,  as  a 

"That  no  drugpst  shall   sell   any  charter,  in  the  highest  degree  as  iUiberal  and 

poison  without  putting  upon  it  a  printed  unjust,  alike  unauited  to  the  spirit  of  the 

label,  viz.   '  Caution :    the  contents  of  present  time,  and  unworthy  of  the  institn- 

this  is  Poison ;'  also  the  address  of  the  tion    whence  it  emanates.     The  provision 

party  selling  must  be  upon  the  label.  to  which  we  refer  is    the   limitation   qf 

"  That  no  poison  shall  be  sold  to  the  fellowehip  to  a  email  number  tf  the 

young  children.  membera  qfthe  corporation.    At  the  moment 

"That  each  druggist  shall  keep  a  «  Phannaceutical  Journal  and  Trmnsactiona 

book  for  the  purpose  of  reyutenng  the  *for  March  184»,  p.  4is. 
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we  are  writing,  it  is  not  finally  decided  Junction  with  them,  in  the  election  of  Pel- 
whether  the  number  of  vbllOws  shall  be  lows  (four  or  fivoi  perhaps)  to  fill  up  the 
definitely  Ihnited  to  two  hundred,  or  shall  few  yacanciea  occasioned  by  death  1  For 
bear  a  fixed  proportion  to  the  rarying  nam-  ourselves,  we  confess  that  we  hope  never 
ber  of  Licentiates  or  Associates.  But,  in  to  see  a  spectacle  so  melancholy — to  use  no 
either  case,  the  result  will  be  the  same,  vie.  harsher  term — as  that  of  a  body  of  gentle- 
that  only  a  tmall  proportion  qf  the  m km-  men  thus  consenting  to  compromise  at  onoe 
BEBS  (one-fourth,  one-fifth,  or  one-sixth)  their  dignity  and  their  rights,  by  sanctioning 
can  by  possibility  become  fellows,  that  is  an  act  of  injustice  towards  the  whole  body  of 
to  say,  can  obtain  any  corporate  privileges,  which  they  are  members,  and  thus  assisting 
or  attain  any  of  the  offices  or  honours  qf  the  in  their  own  degradation. 
College  !  When  it  ia  considered  that  by  the  In  making  these  observations,  we  consider 
new  charter  the  CoUq;e  is  reconstituted  as  a  ourselves  as  discharging  an  imperative  doty ' 
CORPORATION — that  its  title  is  changed  to  towards  the  College  of  Physicians.  Con- 
that  of  the  RoTAL  CoLLBOA  OF  Phtsi-  sidering  the  provision  of  the  charter  here 
ciANs  IN  England — that  by  the  new  Bill  animadverted  on  as  calculated  to  be  still 
every  future  English  physician  is  compelled  more  injurious  to  the  College  than  to  the 
to  join  the  corporation  as  a  member,  and  to  profession,  we  feel  that  we  should  not  be  fikl- 
pay  a  fee  on  joining  it ;  and  yet  that  the  ob-  filling  the  solemn  obligation  we  came  under 
taining  of  any  corporate  privileges,  or  attain-  on  becoming  one  of  its  members,  if  we  failed 
ing  any  corporate  honours,  can  only,  by  to  advocate  any  measures  which  we  deem 
possibility,  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  small  minority  calculated  to  promote  its  best  interests. 
— it  can  hardly  be  imagined  that  such  a  con-  The  voice  of  the  profesnoh*  if  it  chooses  to 
stitntion  couM  have  been  filmed  at  the  speak,  may  be  listened  to,  though  our  worda 
present  day  by  the  members  of  a  scientific  may  have  been  unheeded ;  while  its  silence, 
body,  or,  if  framed,  that  it  could  obtain  the  if  it  remains  silent,  will  at  least  save  the 
sanction  of  the  government.  That  it  has  College  from  the  aonoyanoe  of  any  more 
been  framed,  however,  is  certain  ;  but  we  fruitless  discussions  within  its  own  walls, 
are  far  from  believing  that  it  will  obtain  the  

sanction  of  government  without  modifica-        IMPORTANCE  OF  CHEMISTRY, 
tion. 

The    charter   reeently    granted    to    the  -— » 

College  of  Surgeons,  and  which  has  ex-  ^q^  the   proper   study  of  the   (unctions 

dted  so  much  discontent  i»  t|^t  b^jh  of  performed  bo£^  by  pllnts  and  animals,  a 

the  profession,  is  grest^mow  liberal  «^^  tnowledge  of  chemis^  is  essential,  and  it 

just  than  the  one  under  considerabon ;  mas-  ^  ^^^^^  j       ^^^        ^^  ^^^  ^.^ 

much  as,  by  ttie  Surgeons    charter,  ejery  of  professional  study-    Without  it  we  should 

m^ber  may  become  f  "i^w.  and  thus  ^e  ignorant  of  the  intimate  nature  of  the 
attem  all  corporate  rights  and  pnvUeges,  on         ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^   ^^^^^^  .^  j^^^^  ^^  .^ 

submitting  to  certain  conditions  therem  hud  Jj^,^    ^  ^  ^^^^^  ^  understand  the 

down.     It  remains  to  be  seen  m  what  hght  pbeuoiiena  of  several  of  the  fiinctions  of  the 

Uie  Physicians  will  regard  the  charter  abouti  g^      ^^  ^  ^         ^^^  ^^^    j^  .^ 

to  be  granted  to  their  CoUege;   but  if .  on  ^^^  .^  ^^^    "^         .^^  ^  knowledge 

being  made  aware  of  lU  character,  they  silj  ^^  ehemistry  for  the  pr^aiation  of  dru^ 

down  m  qmet  and  silent  contempt,  we  shaU,  ^  ^^  undsratanding  the  prindplea  whteh 
to  say  no  more,  be  surprised.    The  CoUege,  ^  ^  ^  ^^^^^  to,  ii  thei?  piescrip- 

however,  m  such  a  ca»,  may  be  justified  m  ^^^^  ^^  administration.    Animal  chemistiV. 

considermg  its  proceedinp  as  sanctioned  by  ^    ^     informing   us   accurately  of  the 

those  most  affected  by  them ;  and,  though  «v. '^/  -,i.;«k  ♦.vf  «i.«<»  ;»   «™  «*  ♦»»* 

we  wiU  not  the  less  maintain  the  justness  of  ?!^??5_r^*^..!!!'?.  P^?^  !".  ."!!??  ?!JY^ 


the  future  Members  or  Associates  of  the 
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no  corporate  nghts  or  pnvileges,  we  ought 

to  have  stated  Uiat  one  privilege  is  conceded,  "^"^ 

which  the  CoUege  may  possibly  regard  aa        j^  ^j^  Editor  qfthe  Medieat  Gazette. 

of  some  value  :  asi  however,  we  consi^r  it  «.. 

the  reverse  of  valuable,  we  have  rejected  it  ' 

from  our  category  of  corporate  rights.    The  Having  been  for  many  yean  a  member  of 

privilege  is  this : — The  members  are  per-  the  Faculty  of  Glasgow,  I  read  with  much 

mitted,  on  one  day  in  the  year,  to  meet  the  interest  your  remarks  on  the  summary  pro- 

FeUows  in  the  CoUege,  and  to  vote,  in  con-  posal  to  extinguish  this  ancient  Corporation. 
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Truly,  the  change  between  the  present  bill  pntctieaUy  nsefiil  th«n  thoee  forwarded  yoa 

and  its  predecessor  argues  a  despotic  ten-  by  your  correspondent  C.  from  Torquay, 

dency  which  one  does  not  expect  to  winess  •  A  register  of  obsenrations  made  at  9  a.m. 

«ow-a-daysonthepartof  onrlawgivevs.   Sir  dnd  9   p.m.  as.  regards  the  barometrical, 

James  Graham  is  very  accommodating  in  cer-  thermometrioal,  and  bygrometrical  state  of 

tain  quarters.    The  English  corporations  are  the  atmosphere,  with  the  general  direction 

to  be  thoroughly  respected— the  uniTersities  of  the  wind,  and  character  of  the  day,  would, 

won't  permit  their  privileges  to  be  tampered  in  my  opinion,  be  extremely  desirable,  aa 

with  in  the  slightest  degree.     The  Tested  afibrding  the  means  of  tracing  ^mething 

rights  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  are  to  like  cause  and  effect  between  the  climate 

be  maintained,  although  not  of  thirty  years'  and  the  diseases  which  prevail  at  Tarious 

standing,  whilst  the  corporation  of  Glasgow,  periods,  and  hence  enabUng  us  with  more 

founded  by  Royal  Charter  more  than  two  eonfidenCe  to  suggest  means  of  prevention, 

oentnries  ago,  must  be  swept  outof  the  way*  ind,  as  fiur.as  it  may  indicate  the  probahle 

becau£e  it  has  been  found  inconvenient  to  natture  of  disease,  a  mo^  beneficial  mode  of 

certain  other  institutions  I  I  trust,  however,  treatment.    But,  at  the  least,  such  reports, 

that  the  ruling  powers  of  the  Wculty  will  drawn  up  from  obsemtioBS  nnde  Qjk  the 

bestir  themselves,  and  look  after  the  in-  iame  plan,  and  with  inttmnieQta.aimilarly 

terests  of  themselves  and  the  members  at  placed,  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  the 

large.     Stc  James  appears  to  lad  an  open  profession  to  arrive  at  a  tolerable  eatima^  of 

ear  to  every   body,   and  the  last  advisers  the  rdative  climate  of  the  different  localities 

are  ever  the  most  welcome.  where  such  registers  might  be  kept,  and 

Seriously,  1  would  ask,  Mr.  Editor,  what  thua  afford  them  the  opporthnity,  in  cases 

will  be  the  position  of  members  of  this  where  change  of  residence  is  desirable,  of 

corporation  if  this  iniquitous  proposal  be  selecting  a  situation  with  rather  nore  eer- 

earried  ?    Being  no  longer  members  of  any  tatnty  of  its    being    benefioial,    than    has 

ooUegiate  body,  are  they  to  be  east  out  of  the  hitherto  been  the  case.      Of  coUnse,  the 

ranks  of  the  profession  ?      What  necessity  geological  oharaeter,  asptt^,  and .  bearings, 

exists  for  such  a  change  as  the  threatened  of  each  place,  should  be  described  at  the 

one,  I  cannot  conceive,  but  if  some  alteration  Outset. 

be  essential,  then  I  would  suggest  that  the  -   I  am  aware  that,  in  the  quarterly  reporti 

Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Colleges  be  united  of  the  Regislrar-Oeneral,  some  meteerolo- 

under  the  title  of  the  Royal  Cc^ege  of  Sur-  gical  reports  are  published,  .and  my  objtetin 

geons  of  Scotland,  each  having  its  due  share  addressing  you  is  to  endeavour  to  excite 

of  power  and  influence  in  the  new  incorpo-  the  members  of  the  profiassion  geneiaUy  to 

ration.     Some  such  arrangement  lis  this  is  tfte  up  the  subject,  and  that  your  oorre- 

(at  least)  due  to  the  Glssgow  College,  and  spondent  at  Torquay  may  be  indnoed  to  ex^ 

is  more  espedally  due  to  its  pfesent  mem-  tend  his  observations,  and  make  them  more 

hers,  who  have  taken  out  its  diploma  on  the  worthy  the  pages  of  your  valuable  journal, 

fkith  of  the  stability  of  its  chartered  rights.  I  am,  sir, 

Thanking  you,  Mr.  Editor,  for  your  able  Your  obedient  servant, 

advocacy  of  the  rights  of  this  ancient  body,  An  Obliobd  an o  Constant  Rbadxb. 

I  subscribe  myself,  sir,  Dover,  Msreh  10, 1845. 

Your  very  obedient  servant,  

A  Mbmbbm  op  fas  Facultt. 

Mareh8,194S.  OPIUM  A  HAZARDOUS  REMEDY 

IN  STRANGULATED  HERKIA. 


THiaRMnMirTPTrAT  nvrroTVPQ  J"*  following  cases  were  related  to  the 

THBRMOMETRICAL  REGISTERS.  ^^  y^^^j^  Medical  and   Surgical  Society. 

.  with  a  view  to  shew  the  danger  of  using 

opium  or  its  preparations  when  strangula' 

7b  the  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gazette,  tion  of  a  hernia  is  suspected ;  the  symptoms 

gi^                                                 ^  of  strangulation  being  masked  by  the  medi- 

'  cine,  and  the  operation  consequently  being 

I  AM  induced  to  trespass  on  your  attention  deferred  until  too  late  to  be  successful. 

in  consequence  of  two  communications  in-  Dr.  Buck  stated  that  he  was  called  to  ope- 

serted  in  the  GAZfiTTS  of  the  7th  ult.  and  rate  on  a  lady  aged  60,  whose  hernia  (femo- 

the  8  th  inst.,  the  utility  of  which,  to  the  ge-  ral)  had  been  strangulated  two  days.     She 

nerality  of  your  readers,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  had  been  put  under  the  influence  of  tobacco 

discover.     It  would  be  unreasonable  to  ex.  and  an  anodyne  injection,  administered  on 

pect  that  medical  men  in  general  should  the  first  day  ahe  was  taken  ill,  which  was 

keep  a  meteorological  register  so  scientific  Sunday.     On  Monday  she  was  found  in  a 

as  the  one  kept  at  Greenwich  Observatory  ;  state  of  profound  narcotism.      On  Tuesday 

still  we  might  hope  for  something  more  Dr.  Buck  was  called  in.     The  patient  then 
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lay  in  a  stupor,  and  did  not  appear  to  suffer,  and    she  oontinued  under  treatment  nntQ 

The  hernial  tumor  was  large,  and  its  con-  July  15th,  when  a  truss  was  applied, 

tents  were  omentum  and  intestine.    The  Another  instance  was  mentioned  by  Dr. 

operation  was  performed  the  same  day,  and  Watson.    The  husband  of  a  female  aged  60 

death  ensued  thirty-six   hours   thereafter,  objected  to  the  performance  of  the  opera- 

On  examination,  the  strangulated  portion  of  tion  on  his  wife,  and  in  consequence  it  wai 

intestine  was  found  of  a  purplish   brown  deferred  from  hour  to  hour.     Sixty  drops 

colour.  of  laudanum  were  giren  to  allay  irritation, 

Dr.  Watson  reported  as  follows  :*-«lady,  and  a  consultation  called.     Croton  oil  was 

aged  64,  a  rather  small  and  spare  woman,  prescribed  to  reliere  the  bowels.      At  the 

about  six  weeks  before  the  present  attack,  next  meeting  the  patient  was  so  comfortable' 

was  seized  with  seyere  and  sudden  pain  in  and  free  from  pain,  that  the  operation  was 

the  bowels,   which  was  considered  bilious  deferred  until  the  next  morning,  when  she 

colic.     She  was  treated  with  very  lai^  and  was  found    moribund,    being    twenty-four 

repeated  doses  of  opium,  which  for  the  time  hours  from  the  occurrence  of  the  strangala- 

overcame  the  pain.     On  Tuesday,  May  28th,  tion. — N.  T,  Jowm,  of  Med.-,  9nA  Amtr, 

while  busying  herself  shout  her  household  Joum.  qfthe  Med.  Seieneet. 

duties,  she  was  again  taken  as  before,  and 

the  former  treatment    resorted  to.      The 

amount  of  opium  was  very  great,  some  ten  EXTRAORDINARY   EFFECTS   OF  A 

or  twelve  grains  per  diem  for  several  sue-  STROKE    OF    LIGHTNING, 
cessive  days.      The    pain   was    effectually 

overcome,  and  the  only  evidence  of  a  nar-  »▼  ^obv  Lb  Contb,  M.  D. 

cotism  produced  was  a  pleasant  hallucina-  ....^ 
tion  without  sleep,  and  a  tingling  or  itching 

sensation  over  the  whole  body.     She  conti-  Fiv«-  negroes    were  simultaneously  pros- 

nued  under  treatment  in  this  way  up  to  the  trated  by  a  single  stroke  of  lightning  on  a 

evening  of  May  31st  $  and  as  a  small  swell,  plantation  in  Georgia.    The  sun  wss  shining 

ing  had  recently  been  detected  in  the  right  brilliantly  at  the  time,  and  a  greater  portioa 

groin,  and  her  bowels  had  not  been  opened  ^  the  visible  hemisphere  presented  the  usual 

for  nearly  three  days  and  a  half,  a  consults-  serenity  of  the  summer  sky.    A  singular  and 

tion  was  requested.      Dr.  W.  now  saw  her  nther  angry-looking  cloud  had,  fbr  a  short 

for  the  first  time,  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  tune  previously,   been  observed    near  the 

at  night,  and  reoommmded  the  operation,  verge  of  the  sonth-eastem  horison,  from 

Some  hesitancy  existing,  Dr.  Mott  slso  met  which  occasionally  proceeded  the  low  rum* 

the  other  attendants  in  consultation  at  mid-  blings  of  very  distant  thunder.  Suddenly  the 

night.    The  operation  was  resolved  upon,  whole  atmosphere  was  illumined  by  a  flash, 

and  was  performed  by  Dr.  Watson.    The  succeeded  by  a  single  report,  and  the  dond' 

hernia  was  femorsl ;  no  fluid  existed  in  the  quickly  dispersed,  precipitating  a  little  rain. 

Mc.  The  five  negroes  were  all  taken  up  in  a  state 

The  protrusion  was  small,  and  the  parts  of  apparent  death, 
united  by  adventitions  adhesions,  the  result  "  Casb  I.— A  negro  gfarl,  AdeUne,  aged 
of  inflammation,  probably  existing  there  about  thirteen  years,  was  up  in  the  branches 
since  her  fint  sttsck,  some  six  weeks  be«  of  a  small  mQlberry-trse.  twenty  feet  hi^, 
fore.  On  the  next  day  the  narcotic  con£-  and  standing  sixteen  feet  in  front  of  a  line 
tion  still  existed ;  bowels  still  constipated,  of  negro  houses,  which  extended  paraUel  to 
notwithstanding  the  use  of  oil  snd  enemata«  a  wood  situated  one  hundred  yards  in  the 
On  June  2d,  the  bowels  were  freely  snd  rear  of  the  same.  She  was  engaged  in 
spontaneously  moved  for  the  first  time,  throwing  down  the  fruit  for  her  little  corn- 
After  this,  all  evidence  of  narcotism  sub-  panion  below.  Every  principle  of  life  aeems 
sided,  and  the  case  began  to  promise  well,  to  have  been  instantly  extinguished  by  the 
The  wound  was  dressed  on  the  sixth  day,  intensity  of  the  electrical  shock : — ^her  body 
and  it  was  then  dry,  and  appeared  to  have  had  to  be  taken  down  from  the  branches  of 
united  by  the  first  intention  ;  but  in  a  day  the  tree  where  it  had  lodged.  No  marks  of 
or  two  afterwards  it  opened,  snd  gave  issue  external  injury  observed, 
to  a  very  offensive  dischai^,  which  exco-  "Cass  II.— Another  female  child,  Kitty, 
riated  the  surrounding  parts.  The  whole  of  aged  about  six  yean,  was  stsnding  imme- 
the  pubic  region  snd  the  right  groin  becsme  diately  under  the  tree.  She  was  instsn- 
inflamed,  and  the  discharge  for  several  days  taneously  killed.  No  superficial  marks  of 
appeared  to  increase  in  quantity,  and  become  injury  observed. 

more  offensive.     On  the  8tb  June,  a  large  "  Casb  III.— Chloe,  an  adult  woman, 

slough  was  found  lying  under  the  integu-  aged  forty  yean,  was  walking  about  ten  feet 

ments  in  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  which  was  more  remote  from  the  base  of  the  tree  than 

removed.    Portions  of  fisoes  appeared  on  the  the  latter  child ;   and,  also,  about  five  feet 

dressings.    The  wound  gradually  contracted,  more  distant  than  the  two  who  survived  the 
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shock,  Tie.    than  Cuet  IV.  and  V.     She  right  foot,  which  ultimAtely  resulted  in  the 
was  instantly  killed.    No  marks  of  injury  ee  exfoliation  of  a  portion  of  the  thick,  in- 
recognised,  excepting  a  burnt  spot,  the  size  durated  epidermis  of  that  part,  about  one 
of  a  dollar,  under  the  right  axUla.     Her  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter, 
clothes  were  set  on  fire ;  but  this  was  pro-        "  The  catamenial  discharge,  which  had, 
bably  occasioned  by  the  breaking  of  a  to-  in  accordance  with  the  ordinary  arrangement 
bacco  pipe  which  she  was  smoking  at  the  of  nature,   ceased    for  more  than  twenty 
time,  and  which  scattered  the  ignited  con-  years,  was  completely  and,  thus  far,  perma- 
tents  OTer  her  cotton  garments.      In  the  nently  re-established  1    At  least,  a  discharge 
three  cases  aboTC  mentioned    all  the  ordi-  from  the  genital  organs,  having  all  the  ob- 
nary  attainable  means  of  resuscitation  were  vions  and  sensible  physical  characters  of  the 
tried  without  success.  catamenia,  and. observing,  with  rigorous  ez- 
*'  Cabb  IV. — Charlotte,  an  adult  woman,  actitude,  its  peculiar  law  of  periodicity,  has 
aged  twenty-nine  years,  was  standing  half-  been  established,   and  continues  to  recur, 
way  between  Cases  II.  and  III.,  and,  con-  with  the  utmost  regularity,  up  to  the  present 
sequently,  about  five  feet  from  the  root  of  time  (Aug.  1844),  after  the  lapse  of  more 
the  tree.     After  remaining  in  a  state  of  in-  than  a  year  1     She  has  not  missed  a  single 
sensibility  for  some  time,  she  gradually  re-  menstrual  period  since  she  was  struck  by 
covered  her  consciousness.   A  dose  of  castor-  lightning.    To  use  a  liberal  paraphrase  of 
oil  was  then  admmistered.    The  skin  on  her  her  own  language,  her  *'  Moons  return  as 
right  shoulder  was  abraded  for  a  space  as  regularly  as  when  she  was  a  young  woman.' 
large  as  a  dollar.     Her  clothes  were  rent  The  flow  comes  on  with  the  usual  premoni- 
into  shreds ;  on  the  right  side  of  her  body,  tory  symptoms.     Her  mamms  have  under- 
the  skin  was  blistered,  and  marked  with  dis-  gone  an  obvious  preternatural  enlargement, 
coloured  streaks,  whidi  extended  anteriorly  apparently  originating  in  a  sympathetic  irri- 
on  the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomen  towards  tation,  emanating  from  the  establishment  of 
the  pubes.      A  small  streak  likewise  ex-  the  reproductive  fonctions.     This  woman 
tended  along  the  interior  aspect  of  the  right  has  had  but  one  child,  to  which  she  gave  birth 
arm.     She  complained  of  pain  in  the  sto-  soon  after  reaching  womanhood.  Thecatarae- 
mach  and  bowels  for  three  weeks.    No  vo-  nial  flux  is  represented  to  have  been  regular 
miting  or  burning  in  the  hands  and  feet,  as  up  to  the  period  of  its  natural  cessation,  be- 
was  experienced  in  the  next  case.     She  has  tween  for^-five  and  fifty  years  of  age ;  sub- 
been  married  several  years,  but  has  never  sequent  to  which  epodi  she  has  presented 
been  pregnant.     Her  menstruation  was  per-  all  the  appearances  ordinarily  attrading  the 
fectly  regular  prior  to  the  reception  of  the  gradual  approach  of  the  state  of  senility  in 
shock,   but  has  since  that  time  been  very  a   vigorous    constitution.      The    electrical 
irregular ;    sometimes  having  two  periods  shock,  likewise,  completely  relieved  her  of  a 
per  month,  and  then  escaping  two  months,  troublesome  strangury  which  had  harassed 
The  flow  has  also  been  much  diminished  in  her  for  four  or  five  years.    Very  reoentiy 
quantity.     Her  health  has  not  been  very  ahe  has,  occasionally,  had  a  very  slight  re- 
good  since  she  was  struck ;  manifestiy  re-  correnoe  of  the  same  complaint,  although 
suiting  from  her  menstrual  irregularity.     A  under  a  much  milder  form.     Otherwise,  her 
recent  copious  bleeding  has   afforded  her  health  continues  perfectly  good  ;  there  being, 
evident  and  immediate  relief.    Her  repro-  so  for  as  symptoms  show,  not  the  slightest 
ductive  functions  appear  to  continue  dor-  indication  of  the  supervention  of  organic 
mant.  disease  of  the  uterus.*' — New  York  Jourm, 
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Cask   V. — Ssrah,  a  woman  aged  at  qfMed,  i   and  Amer.  Jowm,  t^f  the  Med, 

least  seventy  years,  was  standing  imme*  Seteneee, 

diately  beside  the  last.     She,  likewise,  gra-     

du^y  recovered  her  c^ciousncss.      No  CURIOUS    MALFORMATION    CON- 

medicme  was  admmutered.     Her  clothes  ^„,^.„„^  „,,^,,  ^^^,^„*.r,«,.  ,    ,*, 

were  »nt;  and  after  a  few  days,  marks  of  NECTED  WITH  CONGENITAL  IM- 

discolouiatioo  were  manifested  along    the  PERFORATE  ANUS. 

right  arm  and  right  side  of  the  trunk.     A  

violent  paroxysm  of  vomiting  followed  the  A  fbmalb  child,  two  days  old,  was  brought 

restoration  to  a  state  of  sensibility ;  which  to  the  H6pital  Saint-Louis  to  be  operated 

continued,  with  occasional  interruptions,  for  on  by  M.  Boyer,  for  an  imperforate  anus, 

ten  or  twelve  hours.    As  in  the  preceding  There  was  no  external  sign  of  an  orifice  in 

case,  she  complained  very  much  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  anus ;  the  abdomen  was 

the  region  of  tiie  stomach  and  bowds,  for  at  tympanitic  and  painfoL     M.  Boyer  made  a 

least  two  weeks  after  the  accident.    A  trou-  small  incision  in  front  of  the  coccyx,  and 

blesome  sensation  of  burning  was  experienced  examined  carefully,  with  the  end  of  the  finger, 

in  the  palms  of  her  hands  and  the  soles  of  the  bottom  of  the  wound.     Finding  a  fluc- 

her  feet ;  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  tuating  tumor,  he,  witiiout  hesitation,  in- 

weeks  a  swelling  made  its  appearance  under  serted  into  it  a  trocar,  when  the  escape 
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of  Bterooroeeoiis  matter  in  a  Uqnid  at^te  led 
to  the  auppoaition  that  the  inatrameat  had 
penetratCMl  into  the  intestine ;  the  ahdooaati 
decreased  in  sizei  and  for  a  short  time  eraiy* 
thing  pfogresaed  favourably.  Peritonitis, 
however,  ensned,  and  the  ehiid  died.. 

Necropsy  revealed  the  following  condition 
of  things: — ^The  rectain  terminated  in  a 
pointed  eul'de-Boe,  immediately  behind  the 
bkddtfr,  and  it  seemed  as  though  it  had  been 
tied  with  a  ligature ;  it  contained  hardened 
fecal  natter^  and  its  cavity  communicated  by 
two  very  ismall  openings,  the  one  with  the 
bladder,  and  the  other  with  two  distisot 
saoeiform  bodies,  placed  on  each  side  of  the 
bladder.  These  two  sacs  were  about  Ihe 
size  and  shape  of  the  thdmb  x>f  an  adult; 
each  one  was  found,  on  a  dose  examintttion, 
to  eoDsist  of  a  totems  and  vagina ;  and  theae 
two  uteri  and  vaginae,  sitnated  on  eaeh  side 
of  the  bladder,  received,  as  through  a  conical 
filter,  the  liquid  portions  of  the  matter  con^ 
tained  in  the  inteetine.  It  was  into  one  of 
them  that  the'troi9quart§  was  found  to  have 
.  penetrated. — New  York  J<mm»  ofMtd. 
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MORTALITY  of  trb  METROPOLIS. 

Deaths  Jrom  all  causes  registered  in  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  March  1. 

All  Causes iiss 

^PBCiriBD  Causks I  isa 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
OonUgiOtts)  Diseases,  l^;  unong 
which,  of— 

8mall  Pox 34 

neasles  2t 

Scarlatina  S3 

Hooping  Cough  45 

Croup  ,..% 12 

Thrush    s 

Diarrhoea    8 

Dysentery a 

Cholera o 

Influenza ] 

Typhus    18 

IL—Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseaaes 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat,  119 ; 
among  nrhich,  of— 

Inflammation 3 

Dropsy B8 

Scrofula.... l 

Cancer 15 

Atrophy 14 

Debility   25 

Sodden  Deaths 12 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  I7l;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus 83 

Apoplexy... S2 

Paralysis £2 

Convulsions   63 

Insanity  i 

Delirium  Tremens  i 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Orpns  of  Respiration,  404 ; 
among  which,  of 

Pneumonia ill 

Hydrotborax 7 

Asthma  52 

Phthisis  or  Consumption 158 

Diseases  Of  the  Lungs,  4cc ...  20 

v.— Diseases  of  .Heart  and  Blood-vessels  41 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  79 ; 
among  which,  of-^ 

Teething 16 

Ga-stritis 2 

Enteritis 14 

Tabes 9 

Hernia 3 

Disease  of  Stomach,  &c 5 

Disease  of  Liver,  &c 13 

VIT.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ^c 9 

VIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Uterus, 
HiC.  12 ;  among  which,  of— 

Childbirth  9 

Disease  of  Uterus a 

IX.— ^Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

JoinU.  &c 11 

X.— Di seases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  &c.  2 

XL-Old  Age !....  88 

XII. -^Violence,  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance   27 

Wilson  9t  Ooilvy,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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FRIDAY,  MARCH  21,  1845. 

RBCORD    OF    CASES.  Sth.— Tumefaction  quite  gone ;  no  tuber- 

olee  to  be  felt* 

Br  Alizandxk  Urk,  Tbe  above  case  ezempUfies,  in  a  striking 

FeOofw  of  tbe  Rojal  College  of  Sancons  of  Bog-  manner,  the  power  of  iodide  of  potassium  in 

Und;  and  Surgeon  to  the  Westminster  Oeoeral  promoting  the  absorption  of  a  variety  of 

^^^^^*  tubercular  deposition,  which  seemed  to  beer 

(JP\ar  the  Medical  QaM9tie,)  some  resemblance   to  elephantiasis  in  its 

—^  primal  stage. 

Tubtreular  thiekeninff  qf  ike  Lip,  iuecm-  PtrioHmU  thickening,  yiOdhug  to  the  u$e  t/ 

/ulfy  treated  by  Iodide  qf  Potattium.  Iodide  qfPoiamtmu 

Mna.  H.,  aged  28,  admitted  the  16th  Sept.  Mn.  G.,  aged  28,  admitted  11th  Sept 

1844.      The  upper  lip  is  gteatly  enlarged  1844.      Occupying  middle  third  of  left  ulna 

and  prominent ;  its  eztemd  surface  is  the  is  «  prominent  swelling,  extending  over  a 

seat  of  superficial  ulcers,  for  the  most  part  spaoe  of  two  inehes.     There  is  a  slight  ten* 

covered  with  crusts.     The  aflbction  com»  demess  on  pressure.    The  superimposed  sida 

menoed  six  months  previouslf  as  a  hard  presents  a  faint  reddioh  Uush.     Occasional 

round  swelling  in  the  right  side  of  the  Mp,  throbbing  pain  is  experienced  in  the  port 

unattended  with  discoloration.      Tlie  swelU  affected,  shooting  down  to  ring  and  little 

ing  subsequently  extended  over  the  whole  finger  in  the  course  of  the  ulnar  nerve. 

Kp,  and  is  always  most  eonspionous  in  the  The  pain  is  so  bad  at  nigiit  aa  to  prevent 

morning.  Several  indurated  tuberaies  csn  be  sleep.    The  affection  commenced  about  two 

Mtimbedded  throughout  its  substance.  Statsf  months  previously,  Portly  after  her  last 

ttat  her  general  he^th  is  good.     Her  tongue  confinement.     Her  general  health  ia  indiffe- 

ia  clean,  butthepulseisrather  frequent,  and  rent,  and  she  complains  of  debility.      Has 

she  oompUdns  of  thinL  been  under  the  care  of  a  medical  practitioner, 

Ordered  a  solution  of  Epsom  Salt  and  •^^  fPV^^  ^^^  ^  plasters,  but  with- 

Tartar  Emetic  twice  a  day ;  and  to  ^^^  derivmg  any  benefit. 

pencil  over  the  excoriated  snrfcce  every  Ordered  six  leeches  to  the  port,  to  be 

morning  with  a  lotion  containing  ten  followed  by  a  lotion  containing  diooetate 

grains  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  dissolved  hi  of  lead. 

an  ounce  of  pure  water.  g^t^  13.— Redne«  abated,  but  the  pain 

23d.— Sores  aro  all  healed,  but  the  swell-  persists. 

ing  remains  as  before.  To  Uke  two  grains  of  iodide  of  potassium 

To  take  five  groins  of  Phimmer's  Pill,  in  an  ounce  of  compound  infusion  of 

night  sad  morning.  gentian  twice  doily,  and  one  grain  of 

27th.-No  d-Bg«  In  th,  condition  of  U»  '^.^^-^'^.^  '^'^  ** 

Kp»  '^'^ 

Ordeicd  ^it  grains  of  the  Iodide  of  Potao-  Sept.  27.— Has  peroevered  steadUy  in  the 

sinrn,  dlMolved  in  water,  twice  daUy.  «?  ^^  the  above  remedies ;  the  sweUing  and 

. ,     ....  P&in  of  the  arm  have  altogether  subsided. 

Oct.  4.— The  swellmg  is  considerably  di-  ^ow  suffers  only  from  weakness.    Under 

minished;  the  tubercles  much  lessened  in  the  employment  of  infusion  of  cascsriUa  with 

<i<6.  ammonia  she  progressively  improved,  and 

To  continue  the  Iodide  of  Potassium.  ere  long  ceased  to  attend, 

903.— x«v.  3  B 
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IHffu9€  Cellular  inflammation  canted  by  a  Jan.  13. — Two  splinters  of  nuty  iron  euntf 

tpUnier  of  an  iron  hoop,  out  of  the  wound  this  morning.     After  this 

M.   H.,  aged  49,  a  drayman,  admitted  occurrence  it  alowly  healed,  and  recovered  iu 

Dec,  9,  1844.     Five, days  prior  to  the  above  natural  appearance  by  the  7th  of  February, 

date;  while  lifting  a  cask,  a  splinter  of  rusty  A  fortnight  afterwards  he  resumed  his  wOfk. 

hoop  was  forced  into  left  thumb.    The  thumb  The  above  case  illustrates  the  fact  that 

is  swollen  to  twice  the  natural  size ;  the  in-  habitual  excess  in   the  use    of   fermented 

teguments  are  hot,  tense,  and  of  a  dusky  red  liquors  renders  persons  liable  to  inflamma< 

hue,  as  is  also  the  case  with  the  hand  and  ^o*7  attacks  of  a  severe  kind  and  of  a  specific 

wrist.     He  complains  of  constant  throbbing  character  from  apparently  trifling  cansen. 

pain,  referred  to  the  volar  surface  of  the  Here  the  subject  was  a  brewer's  servant,  in 

thumb.     Has  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  whom  the  accidental  introduction  of  a  scale 

freely  of  beer   and  spirits.      Was  leeched  of  iron  rust  induced  a  diffuse  and  extensive 

prior  to  my  seeing  him.      I  made  a  free  in-  cellular  inflammation.     The  splinter,  which 

cision  through  the  soft  parts  down  to  the  entered  by  an  opening  in  the  lower  part  of 

bone ;  prescribed  for  him  every  four  hours  *^e   thumb,  must  have  been    subsequently 

a  dose  of  the  saline  antimonial  mixture  for-  broken  by  the  moscular  movement,  for  it 

merly  mentioned ;  and  bran  poultices  to  be  came  away  piecemeal.      It  is  curiooa  that 

applied  every  four  hours ;  low  diet.  two  of  the   fragmente  should  have  quietly 

Dec.    11.— The   swelling,    tension,    and  worked  their  way  to  near  the  apex,  and  been 

redness  of  the  hand  and   wrist,  rather  in-  eventually    evacuated  through   an  artificial 

creased.    The  opening,  from  whence  some  aperture  in  that  situation.     Had  an  incision 

ichorous  matter  issues,  was  enlarged  in  the  ^een  made  from  one  end  of  the  thumb  to 

direction  of  the  apex  of  the  thumb.     Several  ^^^  o^ber,  in  the  first  instance,  it  is  possible 

punctures  with  a  lancet  were  made  into  the  ^^^  whole  extraneous  substance  might  have 

tense  skin  over  the  back  of  the  hand  and  been  more  readily  removed;  but  the  account 

thumb.     Tongue  much  furred.  K^^en  by  the  man  touching  the  probable  size 

To  continue  the  poultices,  emato-cathartic  °^  ^^  '^^^'  ^^  ~>'  ^^"^  ^  ^'^"«^'  "^^ 

mixture,  and  to  take  directly  five  grains  ^"^     ^^' 

of  calomel.  Erectile  tumor  of  the  eyelid,  treated  3y 

Dec.   13.— Tension  and  redness  much  inoculation  with  eroton  oil, 

lessened :  a  piece  of  iron  hoop  came  away  Mary  D.,  aged  3^  months,  admitted  Dec. 

yesterday.       There    is    now    some    boggy  30,1844.    At  the  inner  angle  of  right  appcr 

Bwelling  of  the  hand,  extending  beyond  the  eyelid  is  an  erectile  tumor  nearly  as  big  as  a 

wrist  a  little  way  up  the  forearm.    The  currant.     It  appeared  like  a  scratch  at  the 

wound  in  the  thumb  discharges  freely.     Ex-  period  of  birth,  and  has  progressively  readied 

presses  himself  as  feeling  much  more  com*  its  present  size.    It  has,  however,  besn  grow- 

fortable,  though  the  fingers  are  hotter  than  ing  more  rapidly  during  the  by-gone  month, 

usual.  There  is  a  reddened  viUoos  oondition  of  the 

The  same  treatment  to  be  continued.  palpebral  conjunctiva  subjacent  to  the  tu- 

Tfc«^    1  c      o     «•              u     u  *-j      *v-  ™or.    The  child  is  in  other  respects  very 

Dec.    16. — Swelling   much  abated;    the  .1*1.        t  i!    *    r  n  «.  •  j  «u      1        f     u 

hand  beffins  to  asiiame  its  natural  asncct  bealthy.     I  first  of  all  tned  the  plan  of  sub- 

nana  Degins  to  assume  its  natural  aspect.  cuUneous  puncture,  employing  for  this  pur- 

Dec.    18. — Progressive   improvement  in  *^        •  •    1    •/       *           i.-^         * 

<i     .      .        nr       J  •    *i-      il  •     !-«.  pose  a  common  ins  kmfe.     A  repetition  of 

all  respects.     Wound  m  thumb  is  granulat-  f,             j_^iv*ui          rt, 

i  r  d'scharffc  1  procedure  after  the  lapse  of  weeks  ap- 

T\       M^ rt    '    1  <.•                          1^    1  peared  to  have  no  effect  in  reducing  ita 

■^i,  23--Granu  «t.0D.  now  on  a   evel  V                Toward,  the  middle  of  Feb^ry 

with  the  rerfcce;  .t.U  .onie  donghy  swelhng  j  ^                       inocuUtion  with  crotoi 

at  wn.t.  «,d  duBky  redne«i   i.  acquiring  .        j   ,^,ji    ,     „,j,  „„^  „i„,^ 

some  command  of  the   fingers,   heretofore  .            ^^l        {       «.        n     u             ^ 

^«.  ■    ,       . .     I          rru   .u      u*      -  J-    -«j  punctures  with  a  cataract  needle,  besmeared 

stiff  and  motionless.     The  thumb  was  dressed    *^.*.  *.       -t      ^_  . .  *_    •  *v^ 

_...     .  .       «    ju    •         la.             11  with  the  oil  over  the  surface  of  the  nasvos. 

with  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  a  roller  ap-  ,,« .                 •       «.        j               j         n* 

-K-j          *v    u     J       At                 J  1.^  *  This    gave  rise  to  redness    and  sweUinr, 

plied  over  the  hand  and  forearm,  and  kept  ..  ti.«       «u              jv           7 

moist  with  an  evaponiting  lotioJ..     As  hi.  f  "'"''  "'«f  »  '^  ^"'  '^  '^^P^' 

boweI.werer.thercSnfined,hewa.ordered_  *°  ""f  P°""*  "^  .uppuraUon.    Th»  tmy 

*  operation  was  repeated  at  an  mterval  of  a 

To  Uke  five  grains  of  blue  piU,  with  as  ^eek.     The  result  has  proved  a  rapid  dimi- 

much  compound  extract  of  colocynth,  nution,  with  withering,  of  the  tumor;  and 

every  other  night.  no^  scarcely  a  vestige  remains,  with  the  «x- 

This  patient  went  on  favourably  up  to  the  ception  of  a  slightly  puckered  apeck  at  the 

nth  of  Jan.  1845,  when  there  was  a  fresh  comer  of  the  eyelid. 

accession  of  tense  swelling  at  the  upper  and  In  a  case  like  the  above  the  employment 

fore  part  of  the  thumb,  into  which  I  made  a  of  the  knife  would  have  been  inadmissible, 

free  incision  with  a  bistoury.    Tliis  bled  not  only  on  account  of  serious  hiemorrhage, 

copiously,  and  gave  immediate  relief.  but  because  the  cicatrisation  of  the  wound 
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night  lead  to  everaion,  or  shorCemng  of  tbe  1844,  to   see   Mira.    W.,   aged  30.    For 

lid.    The  use  of  the  aeton,  esoharotiGa,  or  a  month  pre^ioasly  she  had  been  aufferiog 

vaccination ,  would  have  been  equally  contra-  much  from  two  heemorrhoids  situate  upon 

indicated,  owing  to  the  risk  of  violent  irrita-  the  right  side  of  the  verge  of  the  anus,  each 

tion,  or  of  sloughing.    The  sole  object  was  about  the  siee  of  a  kidney  bean,  and  was 

to  create  inflammation  enough  in  the  paren-  anxious  to  obtain  alleviation.     Various  ex- 

chyma  of  the  naevus,  and  which  might  be  ternal    and  internal   means  had  been  al- 

perfectly  under  control.     For  the  plan  of  ready  employed,  but  in  vain.     She  had  been 

treatment  by  inoculation  with  croton  oil,  troubled     jvith    piles    at    different    times 

the  profession  is  indebted  to  M.  Lafargue,  during  the   prec^ng* eight    yeais.      Her 

a  French  suiigeon.     Not  more  than  five  or  general  health  is^tol^ably  good,   and  the 

six  punctures  ought  to  be  made  at  one  time,  bowels  usually  regular.    Since  her  last  con- 

A  common  lancet  may  be  used  for  the  pur-  finement,  ten  weeks  ago,  she  has  complained 

pose,  just  as  in  vaccinating.  of  shooting  darting  pain    referred  to  the 

anus.     It  was  determined  to  apply  chromic 

Uleeraied  pile,  treated  with  chromic  acid,  acid,  which  was  accordingly  done.     It  was 

J.  L.,  aged  31,  tailor,  admitted  April  27,  found  necessary  to  repeat,  the  application  on 

1844.     At  vei^  of  anus  la  a  dark  hemor-  the  1st  of  June.    This  caused  acute  burning 

rboidal  tumor,  the  bigness  of  half  a  walnut,  pain  both  times,  destruction  to  a  considerable 

of  which  tbe  surface  is  ulcerated  and  ex*  amount  of  the  diseased  texture,  consolidation 

tremely  painful.    The  tumor  had  been  ex-  of  the  remainder,  and  permanent  relief  from 

truded  several  days,  and  various  attempts  at  the  distressing  aUment. 
reduction  proved  of  no  avail.    The  patient 
seemed  in  a  most  deplorable  state,  haggard,      ^out  treated  by  belladonna  and  naphtha. 

and  worn  out  by  suffering,  from  which  he  J.  P.,  a  German  courier,  aged  45,  ad- 
could  only  obtain  a  brief  respite  by  observ-  mitted  Nov.  13,  1844.  Of  spare  habit 
ing  a  half-bent  posture.  He  had  been  sub-  and  sallow  complexion ;  his  habits  of  living 
f  ject  to  piles  for  some  years.  The  bowels  are  moderate  and  regular ;  of  late  rather 
were  open.  I  applied  the  chromic  acid  sedentary.  Complains  of  racking  pain  in 
ireely  over  the  whole  of  the  diseased  surfaee.  ball  of  great  toe  of  left  foot,  which  is  red 
April  29th. — Says  that  he  felt  consider-  and  swollen.  The  pain  is  worst  about  four 
able  uneasiness  in  the  part  during  the  whole  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  abates  towards 
afternoon  following  the  application.  He  is  bed-time.  It  came  on  suddenly,  as  if  fh>m 
now  quite  comfortable  in  all  respeets.  A  a  wreneh,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  curr. 
considerable  slough  has  been  detached,  and  Pulse  96,  weak ;  occasional  chills ;  tongue 
the  excrescence  is  withered  and  shrunk  to  a  little  coated  at  the  base ;  urine  natural ; 
the  bulk  of  a  raisin.     Bowels  confined.  sleeps  ill.    He  had  a  precisely  similar  attack 

Half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil.  <*««  yea"  ««o.  which  lasted  a  fortnight. 

May  1  .—Complains  of  a  feeling  of  aching        To  apply,  with  gentle  friction  over  affected 
referred  to  the  sacral  region  ;  bowels  torpid ;  surface,  an  ointment  composed  of  one 

inappetence  for  food ;  sense  of  languor  and  P**^  °^  extract  of  belladonna,  and  eight 

listlessness.  ^^  cerate,  and  to   take  five  grains  of 

—      .  _  , .  ,  blue  pill,  with  five  of  extract  of  colo- 

To  take  an  ounce  of  compound  mtnsion  of  cynth,  at  bed-time. 

gentian,  with  a  drachm  of  Epsom  salt,        xr        ir      tu        ''jiijui.^!. 
cverv  momins  —     ^  P"*"*  **  dulled,  but  the 

^,  -„  to«  is  «till  swollen,  and  dusky  red ;  bowels 

May  13. — Perfectly  cured.    The  trifling    ^re  open. 

remains  of  the  pile  are  wholly  insensible,    m    ..^ •       i         i.i,u  u       a.*^ 

and  cmite  no  in^conrentence  whatever ;  hi^    ^^  '^  "^'"^^"^  "^^^^^  "  »"  •"brocation. 
bowels  act  naturally.  22d. — Derived  direct  benefit  from  pen- 

Chromic  acid  is,  as  every  chemist  knows,  a  eilling  over  the  part  with  naphtha;  the' 
most  powerful  oxidizing  agent,  yielding  half  pain,  redness,  and  swelling,  are  now  wholly 
its  oxygen  readily  to  organic  substances,  removed.  Feels  quite  recovered. 
and  being  reduced  to  sesquioxide.  On  this  This  case  is  adduced  in  order  to  show  the 
principle,  I  was  led  to  employ  it  as  an  es-  topical  efficacy  of  rectified  coal  naphtha  in 
charotic  It  is  exceedingly  convenient  for  the  subacute  form  of  gouty  inflammation,  as 
application,  inasmuch  as  it  consists  of  a  pointed  out  in  a  paper  I  published  in 
thiek  crystalline  pap,  which,  when  rightly  the  Mbdical  Gazxttb  for  last  year.  The 
BMUiaged,  does  not  spread  beyond  the  pre-  patient  was  a  German  courier,  who  had 
scribed  limits;  and  so  soon  as  its  erosfre  been  more  or  less  accu3tomed  to  fare 
operation  is  finished,  passes  into  the  state  of  well,  both  as  regards  eating  and  drinking, 
inert  pulverulent  sesquioxide,  above  men-  His  recent  sedentary  manner  of  living  would 
tioned.  certainly  tend  to  rouse   into  activity  any 

My  colleague  Dr.  Child,  of   Mortimer    gouty  disposition  hirking  in   the  system. 
Street,  requested  roe  on  the  30th  of  May,    The  pain  was  assumed  in  the  first  instance 
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by  tha  bcUadomi*  talve,  but  no  dedded  me-    of  the  natnrtl  die,  and  there  to  no  twee  oT  J 

lioration  ensaed  ontU  recoune  wai  had  to    otlcalui  within  the  bladder.  1 

the  naphtha.  ^"^  """•  "^o*^  ">  alltaiine   raeetioQ 

with  red  litmna  paper  immediately  when 
Circtmucribed  iwnor  qfthe  hrHut.  yoided,  and  erolveB  at  the  lame  time  a  fidnt 

M.  W.,  aged  27,  cook,  nnmarried,  ad-  ammoniacal  odour.  Ita  apecifie  gravity 
mitted  undc7me  Oct.  10,  1844.  In  April  ia  1-010.  It  ia  deficient  in  one  a4M  and  in 
last,  she  percdTcd  for  the  lint  time  a  cir-  phoaphate  of  lime ;  depoiiU,  after  heing  al. 
cnmscribed  iwcUing.  the  bigne«  of  a  haael-  lowed  to  atand  a  few  houra,  ropy  macna  and 
nut.  at  the  lower  inner  portion  of  the  right  cryatala  of  ammoniaco-magnesian  phoaphate. 
mamma.  It  has  gradudy  been  ihimng  ita  A  few  poa  corpnsdea  are  riaible  on  microa- 
podtion  upwards,  and  ia  now  imbedded  in  oopic  eiamniation.  The  nrine  beoomea 
the  upper  and  sternal  part  of  the  breaat.  It  tarbid  npon  expoenre  to  heat, 
ia  of  the  size  above  mentioned,  not  having  He  aacribea  hia  infirmity  to  the  nae  of  bi- 
increased  sensibly  since  firat  noticed.  It  ia  carbonate  of  aoda,  of  which  he  formerly 
bard,  irregular,  fredy  moveable,  quite  un-  awallowed  half  an  ounce  every  week  to  re- 
connected  to  dl  appearance  with  the  mam-  lieve  indigestion.  Haa  latteriy  derived 
mary  gland.  There  is  no  drawing  hi  of  the  much  benefit  from  a  mixture  of  liquor  po- 
nipple.  taasK  and  spirit  of  nitric  ether,  but  haa  not 

The  tumor  to  unattended  with  pun.     She    taken  any  during  the  toat  dght  days, 
ascribes  ita  origin  to  pressure  of  the  stay-        I  prescribed  4  graina  of  benaoie  add, 
bone.      Her  generd  hcdth  to  good,  and    made  into  a  pill,  with  bdsam  of  tolu,  to  be 
catamema  regi3ar.    Haa  three  brothers  Uv-    taken  thrice,  and  a  couple  of  capivi  capmdea 
ing  who  enjoy  good  hedth,  her  fSither  died    twice  a  day. 

of  consumption.  Th"  g«nttoman  vidted  me  agdn  upem  the 

22d  of  June,  improved  materially  in  all  re- 

To  guard  agdnst  locd  pressnre.  .p^^ta.    He  to  abte  to  hold  hia  water  a 

Dec.  29tb.^Ha8  experienced  ndther  pdn    conpto  of  houra ;  it  doea  not  dribbto  away  aa 

nor  inconvenience  dnoe  last  report.    Hedth    formerly  while  at  stool,  nor  is  he  obliged  to 

oontinuea  good.     Tike  tumor  remalna  un*    get  up  oftener  than  twice  in  the  night.     He 

changed.  no  longer    experiences   (he   pain   in.   the 

TUa  aeema  to  be  one  of  the  lobular  tu-    urethra. 
mors  of  the  breaat,  described  by  Sir  Ben-        The  urine  to  now  limpid,  add,  remaining 
jamin  Brodie,  and  whidi  are  not  of  a  malig-    so  after  atanding  forty  hours.    Ita  apedfie 
ikai^t  nature.    Cases  have  come  within  my    gravity  ia  1*016.    It  to  scarody  affected  by 
cognisance  in  wlueh  they   have  persisted    heat. 

during  thirty  yeara,  without  any  materid  At  hto  own  request  the  same  remedies 
dteration.  It  to  curious,  that  pressure,  were  continued,  and  with  snatained  benefit, 
which  haa  from  time  to  time  been  recom-  Nothing  could  be  more  satisfoctory  than 
mended  as  a  meana  of  cure  for  various  the  effect  of  the  benzoic  add  and  capivi  in 
morbid  growths,  even  indndiog  cancer,  correcting  the  above  uohedthy  state  of  urine, 
should  have  been  here  the  "  fona  et  origo  The  uneasiness  formerly  experienced  during 
maU."  Pressure,  indeed,  may  ocoaaionally  ita  diacharge  waa  unquestionably  due  to  ita 
promote  the  absorption  of  fledematoua  fluid  alkaline  quality ;  for  m  thto  condition  it  al- 
and adipoua  texture,  which  sorround  a  ways  irritates  the  mucous  membrsne  of  the 
sdrrfaous  mass,  but  cannot  disperse  truly  urinary  passagea  with  which  it  oomea  in 
carcinomatous  structure  itself.  contact. 

The  preceding  caaetobrongbtforwarddiiefly 
Jme(mimmf9  qf  wriue  etnued  by  ike  ttte  of   with  the  view  of  putting  dyspeptics  on  their 
bicarbonate  qfeoda.  gaud  touching  the  injurious  oonaeqnenoee 

Mr.  H.,  aged  68,  came  from  Bucking-  whidi  may  arise  from  tiie  indiscriminate  and 
hamshire  to  consult  me  on  account  of  the  prdonged  use  of  bicarbonate  of  aoda.  A 
following  symptoms.  neariy  parallel  instance  is  recorded  in  a  paper 

May  25th,  1844. — For  the  last  six  months  '  of  mine  retoting  to  cakuloua  ooiieretione» 
haa  toboured  under  incapadty  of  retaining  published  in  Yd.  I.  of  the  Pharmaoeutionl 
hto  urine,  which  comes  away  at  frequent  in-  Jonmd  and  Transactions.  An  inteUigeiit 
tervato  and  in  very  amdl  quantity.  Each  chemtot,  in  the  vidnity  of  London,  after 
emission  to  accompanied  with  pain  along  the  using  the  aforesdd  preparation  for  eightem 
oourse  of  the  urethra,  but  nowhere  elae.  montha  to  relieve  addity  of  atomai^  and 
The  bowda  are  apt  to  be  moved  simdl-  heartburn,  was  sdaed  with  inability  to  retain 
taneoudy  with  the  flow  of  urine.  Hto  ge-  hto  urine,  accompanied  with  the  discharge  of 
nerd  health  to  good,  as  also  hia  appetite,  white  concrete  matter  from  the  btodder, 
Tho  boweto  act  without  the  aid  of  phyaie.  which  troubleaome  aymptoma  rapidly  aub* 
Would  deep  wdl  were  it  not  far  the  frequent  ddsd  on  disoontindqg  the  medieioe. 
cdto  to  mictBrilion.j  .  Ibe  ]iroatate  gland  to  .— 
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OBBSRVATIONS  Jannary  6th,  the  countetianoe  fatu« 

^jf  yg,  OU8 ;  little  fever. 

NATITRB  AND  TREATMENT  OP  THB)        Leeches,  njcnmml  purgaHres,  antimony, 
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and  rest  in  bed. 


^-  -,„«  ^,™««-^»r«  «^»m«m«  Thc  8th,  thc  head  relieved;  spasmg 

OP  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM :  ^^6  same  j  costiveness  remaining. 

With  Illustrative  Cases.  Purgatives. 

By  Bdwabd  Blackmo»«.  M.D.  Bdinb.  In  the  next  four  days  there  was  little 

Member  Extraordinary  of  the  Royal  Medical  amendment,   and    he  was  bled  to  SIX 

Society  of  Edinbanh,  and  Phyaldan  to  onnoes ;  the  coagulum  was  loose  and 

the  Bath  Penitentiary.  florid  j  and  on  the  I3th,  the  pulse  bein^ 

[Continued  Ihmi  page  7M.]  soft,  nitrate  of  silver  was  given,  and 

clysters  repeated. 

On  the  14th,  severe  spaf^ms  of  all 

Sect.  III.    Chorea.  the  muscles,  particularly  of  the  jaws, 

Case  X. — A  girl,  aged  11,  was  seen  on  attempting  to  drink;  saliva  spat 

October  10th,  1829,  affected  with  se-  involuntarily  from    the    mouth;    the 

vere  pain  in  the  forehead,  and  sleep-  bowels  purged  of  a  vast  quantity  of 

lessness ;  fits  of  loss  of  sense,  attended  stool. 

with  a  heaving  at  the  preecordia,  and  a  On  the  17th,  four  half  ^in  doses  of 

noise  in  the  throat  as  if  strangling ;  the  nitrate  were  alone  given ;  and  in 

then  with  twitches  in  the  arms,  and  a  the  evening  three  large  &culent  stools 

falling  down,  as  if  from  sudden  loss  of  were  passed. 

power  in  the  legs ;  the  pupils  dilated.  ISln,  headache  and  spasms  severe; 

Leeches,  purgatives,  alteratives ;  and  blis-  pupils  l»rge  and  sluggish ;  tongue  dry, 

tera  to  the  neck  and  sacrom.  and    its    papillos  swollen;    the  pulse 

The  26th,  she  was  much  better.  '^^**' 

A  third  of  a  grain  of  nitrate  of  silver  Thcnitrateof  silver  Mopped,  twelve  grsins 

thrice  a  dar  having  oeea  taken  in  the  whole ;  the 

_^        .     .      ,  Bcalp  bUatered ;  leMhes  and  merouiial 

39tli,  the  head  worse.  ointment  on  die  bead  j  calomel,  «oam- 

Mercurial  purgatiref.  mony,  and  tartatjsed  antimony,  with 

Nor.  2d,  a  gait  in  walking  aa  if  mors  aalinei. 

more  complete  chorea  forming ;  belly  The  20th,  purged  of  more  natural 

tumid,  lax ;  tongue  red.  stools,  and  the  look  of  oppression  re- 

Antaoida  and  henbane.  jieved ;  he  has  slept  well,  and  s^ieaks 

The  diarrhoea  quickly  ceased,  and  as  '"*,?l!'P^*|:/°'*«fi"'"^^^     ,      ^n 

she  exhibited  a  cold  nervous  aspwt,  ^he  25th,   exhausUon ;   pulse  80, 

the  nitrate  of  silver  was  resumed.  After  l^^  •  ^e^e  aphthous  j  no  salivation  i 

this  more  headache,  and  a  nrtum  of  the  ^i  PW"?  i  *«  respiration  a  succes- 

spasms,  for  which  liercarial  purgatives  ««nof  deep  "gh«  at  long  intervals; 

were  riven  with  relief-  then  a  coueh  •*'*"*  «P"™8  o'  *e  hmbs ;  much  «ma- 

whicff  was  relieved  by  squills  and  ipe-  S!"!'"" ;  inability  to  speak ,  sleep  much 

cacuanha.    After  thisVin  in  the  h^d  S'"'"'*^'  eves  vascular  and  turgid, 

and  feverishness  ix;quifed  leeches  and  '""»»'«  P"P''«  more  ""turaj,  and  The 

purgatives ,   but  t£ont  the  23d   the  «°"n»en«««  cl®*' «"« intelh«nt.   He 

symptoms  became  severe,  in  evening  ^'>^»o^  *,^1?^^"'  "^  "''""7  ?  *^""' 

Mroxysms,  with  loss  of  sense,   ani  *«''«•  .»?«*.  H""  '"  """'^  "^  ""*"«*' 

spasms  of  the  eyeballs.  mercurial  ointment. 

Head  to  be  shaven,  an  issue,  and  pnrga-  oallnca  repeated, 

tives.  27th,  less  exhaustion ;  bowels  natn- 

By  the  8th  of  December  the  improve.  '*lii"  h*!f  ^^^^*  *  ^^^^' 

ment  was  marked ;  carbonate  of  iron  *^i"»  better. 

was  then  ordered,  and  in  a  fortnight  Sulphate  of  quinine,  and  meat  broth, 

more  she  was  cured.  February  4th,  chorea  nearly  gone. 

Case  XL— A  boy,  aged  10,  after  a  Oxide  of  zinc,  with  rhubarb, 

severe  chill  on  December  29th,  1S29|  In  ten  days  more  he  was  quite  well. 

was  affected  with  pain  at  the  forehead,  This  boy,  in  the  spring  of  1831,  got 

costivencss,  and  severe  chorea.  a  similar  but  blB  severe  attack,  and 
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VfBs  cured  by  similar  remedies ;  and  in  after  an  intermission  of  five  months,  at 

the  spring  of  1832,  he  had  chorea  of  the  end  of  spring;  when  small  doses 

the  right   limbs   alone,    without  the  of  oil  of  turpentine  were  given,  after 

fatuous  expression  of  the  countenance ;  which  more  ascarides  Were  Toided-  He 

the  pulse  strong  in  the  left  arm.    He  was  then  vomited  and   purged  by  a 

was  cured  by  purgatives  of  calomel,  large  dose  of  the  tarpoitiDe,  followed 

jalap,  and  gamboge ;  a  blister  and  ru-  by  calomel  and  scammony }  and  by  a 

befacients  on  the  spine ;  and  then  car-  blister  to  the  neck,  and  rest  in  bed,  and 

bonate  of  iron  With  valerian.  cootintied   purgatives.     He  soon  got 

Case  XII.-A  girl    14  years  of  age,  ^"cfsrXIV.-A  female,  aged  20,  who 

was  affected,  March  12th      831.  with  j,^^  ^^^^^^^  ,^  ^j,^  latte/ months  of 

severe  chorea.    On  the  18th  the  spasms  y^  ^^^^  ,^^^^  headache,  and  various 

were  incessant ;  the  tongue  and  jaws  jjg-yQ«g  gvmDtoms  referred  to  a  sninal 

much  affected:  the  bowels  costive :  the  j- „„„«  ^««,?„«y^J,  .»„  ^aw>  ;»  f^w^,^ 

1     I  '  '  disease,  came  under  my  care  m  Janu- 

pulse  low.  ^^   jg43^  .jj  ^  debilitated  state,  and 

Cupping-glasses  on  the  spine,  and  mer-  ^ith  the  headache  unrelieved ;  no  dis- 

curial  ointment;   clyster  and  purga-  ease  of  the  vertebrse  could  be  detected, 

tivesj  sahnes  and  colchacum.  Qn  cutting  off  the  hah-,  sponging  the 

The  23d,    the    spasms    excessively  head,  using  citrate  of  iron,  with  a  mild 

strong.  tonic  diet,  and  takin?  her  out  of  the 

Remedies  continued.  bed-room,  she  soon  became  convales- 

26th,  a  little  better  j  no  pain  ;  tongue  cent,  and  remained  in  good  health  to 

clean ;  pulse  soft.  September  oi  the  present  year,  when. 

Clyster  repeated  ^^^^^  spraining  -her  foot,  an  occasional 

28th,  spasms  better,  but  sleeplessness  'witehing  of  t£c  mouth,  eyes,  and  arms. 

distressiniF  ^*®  observed.     About  the  middle  of 

_  _  °"  .  ,    .         ^       .      ,  October  she  was  recommended  to  pour 

Mercurial  omtment  contmued.  ^^^^  ^,3^^^  on  her  foot  for  the  sprain, 

31st,  the  mouth  sore  from  mercury  ;  and   shortly  afterwards  was  attacked 

convulsions  of  the  face  and  limbs  con-  with  a  severe  sore  throat,  which  yielded 

tinue,  but  are  less  severe  j  more  natural  to  the  ordinary  remedies,  but  was  fol- 

appetite,  and  natural  stools.  lowed  in  a  week  by  hemiplegia  of  the 

Clyster  and  ointment  as  before.  right  side,  with  hysteria,  and  severe 

April  16th,  chorea  less  violent.  chorea  of  the  face  and  left  extremities. 

By  the  29th  she  was  neariy  well,  ^  saw  her  in  consultation  with  her  very 

after   having   been    electrified    seven  intelligent  surgeon, on  November  I2th, 

times.  when  the  right  arm  was  insensible  and 

powerless,  the  leg  also  palsied  in  a 

Case  XIII.--A  robust  boy,  3  years  slighter  degree ;  the  face  affected  with 

of  age,  was  observed,  in  the  winter  of  gpasms ;    the  eves  very   protuberant, 

1824,  to  be  affected  with  sudden  but  andthe  pupils  dilated.   She  complained 

momentary  failure  of  voluntary  power  of  pain  at  the  occipital  region  and  right 

in  the  nght  side,  so  as  to  make  him  temple;  and  the  cervical  vertebrae, and 

fay  down  sideways  j  there  was  also,  at  the    lumbar    and  abdominal  muscles 

intervals,  a  co;i vulsi  ve  movement  of  the  ^gre  very  tender ;  her  sleep  heavy,  and 

limbs,  and  an  occasional  squint.    The  manner  fatuous ;  the  tongue  clean ;  the 

stools  were  without  bile.  pulse  rather  low;  the  skin  cold;  the 

Leeches  to  the  neck ;   the  tepid  bath ;  appetite   voracious ;    the  bowels  had 

purgatives  and  calomel.  been  torpid  until  regulated  by  medi- 

After  this  he  voided  worms,  and,  on  cine  ;  the  menstrua  were  regular, 
taking  an  emetic,  he  brought  up  one       The  hau-  to  be  cut  off,   and  the  head 
from  the  stomach.     In  a  few  days  the  sponged  with  an  evaporating  lotion ; 

bowels  were  natural,  but  the  failure  of  dry  cupping-glasses  on  the  neck ;  aloes 

voluntary    power    continued.      Small  with  blue  pill  daily,  and  sulphate  of 

doses  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  with  opium,  potass  in  a  bitter  infusion,  to  purge 

were  then  given,   and  the  symptoms  actiYely. 

ceased. .  In  a  week  the  pain  at  the  hind>head 

The  case  rcsembleduhat  named  by  was  relieved,  but  the  palsy  remained; 

Sauvaees  JSceioti/rbe  HnstabiiiSf  a  va>  the  chorea  was  stronger  and  more  ge* 

riety  of  chorea.    The  ftfection  returned,  neral;  fatuousness  increased,  with  fits 
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of  severe  mental  irritation,  and  violent  fits  of  hysterical  excitement,  &tuous- 

hysterical  symptoms ;  her  speech  much  ness,  ana  disturbed  sleep.    After  tome 

impeded ;  tne  pulse  not  disturbed ;  the  blue  pill,  with  aloes  ana  saline,  purges, 

extreme  circulation  low ;  the  eyeballs  the  stools  were  improved,  and  toe  ner- 

more  prominent ;  the  pupils  sluggish,  vous  excitement  lessened ;  but  on  the 

but  not  fixed ;   the  stools  unhealthy,  14th  the  eyeballs  were  again  promi- 

containin^  a  quantity  of  black  bile,  nenc  and  squinting,  the  pupils  dilated, 

On  one  day,  when  the  aperient  was  the  arm  powerless,  the  nead  severely 

omitted,  the  spasms  were  much  worse,  pained,  and  percussion  of  it  gave  evi- 

The  head  to  be  shaTen,  the  o€ci|ntal  re-  aent  distress ;  the  pulse  was  quick,  and 

gion  blistered ;  cupping  to  six  oaoces  the  tongue  clean. 

on  the  neck ;  the  limbs  to  be  swathed  ^he  head  to  be  again  shaven  ;  antimonial- 

m  flannel }  iodide  of  potassium  in  infu-  mercurial  ointment  on  the  scalp ;  the 

sion  of  rhobarb.  and  compound  scam-  „^^^  blistered,  and  alterative  aperients 

mony  powder,  to  purge  daily.  continued,  with  a  vegetable  diet. 

In  a  few  days  the  fatuousness  and  Qn  the  1 6th,  the  symptoms  not  being 

the  palsy  were  lessened,  but  she  now  ^^^^        -^^^  ip^^ji^pg  ^ere  applied,  and 

complained  of  acute  pam  at  the  right  ^^^  more  on  the  following  day,  with 

temple,  and  at  nights  had  strong  fits  little  effect 

of  hysterical  and  maniacal  excitement  Qn  the  I9th  there  was  more  of  a  co- 
The  medicines  afterwards  acted  well  ^^^^^^  tendencv,  with  severe  pain  in 
on  the  bowels,  and  she  ceased  to  com-  j^^  occipital,  frbntal,  and  left  temporal 
plain  of  the  head  j  but  it  was  hot,  and  ^^^^^^  ^^^  g^-  ^t  percussion  of  the 
the  pulse  had  risen  to  90.  This  exa-  hind-head  again  induced  spasms  of  the 
cerbation  seemed  to  be  owing  to  an  j^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^„^  hysterical  sob- 
error  in  diet  as  eggs,  coffee,  cocoa,  and  ^'  ^^e  left  eye  particularly  promi- 
sal  volatile  had  been  given.  A  stream  nent  and  vascular,lits  pupil  dilated  5 
of  cold  water  was  then  ordered  for  he  j^e  face  flushed;  the  pufse  quick  and 
head  the  room  to  be  darkened,  the  f^^j,  particularly  in  the  left  wrist ;  the 
weather  being  sunny,  and  fresh  air  ad-  ;^f,  indistinct,  aud  the  tongue  put 
muted;  and  on  the  2oth  the  paroxysms  ^^^^  ^-^^  difficulty;  the  left  arm  was 

J^mfL  n«lnt!;i    tlf.  'T?^\  TT"'  ^'  ^^^  the  palsicd  limb,  the  left  leg  also 

i^"l!?."^^".!*k.^^.^P^l^^^^  weak,     the  bowels  had  been  freely 

the 
the 


^«r^4«T;J;r  *^nr.    i;«    l;  ?  ♦!  r'"^'^l  ointment.      Tickling  the  soles  of  the 

^nt  V   !h;  n«^^wL?n.riJH"\nr«  ^^^'  ^^^  "<>  ^^^^^   On    the  functioUS  of 

gently,  the  pam  was  increwed,  and  a  ^jje  spinal  chord. 

spasm  and  swooning  induced  ^  j;^^      j^^^^  ^^^^  ^^,j^jj^  ^^    ^.^ 

♦I,.  °'»7"T'  ^^'^!  15'^%*?h^'  T  portions  of  the   encephalon  were  re- 

!^^.^i           i^^""""!^     .K    .^^^^  lieved,   the   left  had  become  affected 

iJS^th       °1"'k^^'    ""        ""     ,?           '  with  severe  congestion.    The  next  day 

and  the  scalp  being  very  vascular   was  ^^^  ^^^         J  ^  ^^^^^^  ^.^^      ^^J 

allowed  to  bleed  to  six  or  eight  ounces.  #„!,•„   ..?.»;«,««,,   ...;»k    r>uz.    \.^a    - 

ciu    ax,      1             r  •  4*  i.  takint?   antimony   witn   nitre,   ana   a 

bhe  then  became  famtish,  a  warm  per-  ij„«i,  ,u«..«k*  .  i..,*  fi,^  ^.,1  ^  «.««  ion 

^^i^»:^^  u-  1-         *    -«  J  «u    ^  I,    r^ii  black  draught;  but  tiie  puUe  was  120, 

most  aecided  improvement,  expressing        j     n  „   ^   *^  1 1««^  *^  *. 

^«K»k*  «*  ♦!,-  —li-r  ^f  »uJ :zi     rrur  and  allowed  to  bleed  to  ten  ounces; 

suppuration;  and croton  oil  with  colo-  ^     ^* 

cynth,  and  small  doses  of  the  bichlo-  N»^^«»  '"'^  tartorized  antimony,  ordered 

nde  of  mercury  with  hydrocyanic  acid,  f*'«^  *  *^»y  K  *°  ■Pe^ent  every  moni- 

were  given  for  ten  days,  during  which  |°« ;  mercurial  ointment  on  the  thighs, 

her    amendment    wns    uninterrupted.  °  saliva  e. 

About   December  8th,    however,   the  2Ist,    no    complaint  of   the  head; 

issue  had  nearly  healed,  the  liver  had  no  spasms.    The  head  poulticed. 

become  disordered,  the  stools  scybalous  23d,  the  eyeballs  still  projecting ;  the 

and  clay>coloured ;  the  palsy  and  the  left  arm  still  powerless,  and  at  times 

spasms  of  the  face  had  returned,  with  to:>scd  with  spasms;  the  right  able  to 
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^raspflmly.    No  hysterical  gymptomt    and  relief  alter  a  aataM  ttxwl  ftom' 

ntiee  the  incision.  senna. 

It  was  manifest  to  her  medical  at-  The  I3th,  severe  headache  and  ten- 
tenda&te  that  considerable  serous  effa-    demess  at  the  engastriom,  with  intense 

sion  had  taken  place  in  the  left  rentri-  thirst  ?  pulse  natnraL 

«J  .^ Wu^n^Jf^^'^TVl??''  '^f J^^'T  Salines.  Uiatif es  ;  and  s  bliiter  on  the 

was  entertained.    The  same  treatment  nine. 

'^*^S7/l"l^.i.n^i.«r  1  •                  ^     _  The  next  day  maeh  relief  after  nato- 

27th,  a  delightful  improvement  j  yet  n\  stools 

still  sliffht  palsy  and  spasms  of  the  left  15th.  a  retom  of  spasms.    Senna  or 

arm ;  the  issue  discharging  freely.  dered. 

January  2d,  amendment  more  com-  The  17th,  a  nervous  hysterical  state ; 

Dlete ;  no  spasms  j  no  palsy;  the  eye-  a  cough,  inducing  spasms  and  hiccap. 

balls  natural?  issue  in  a  good  state:  *«.     ' .        1  -f             k          ^  «. 

the  mouth  soreish  from  the  iD^nction!  ^!^^J!^'  •""P^'  "^  ^" 

but  no  salivation ;  she  is  able  to  walk  *  ^^' 

from  the  bed  to  her  chair  without  gid-  After  this  the  hysteria  ceased,  but 

diness.    Convalescence  fairly  begun;  ^&s  succeeded  by  acute  pain  in  the 

but  the  remedies  to  be  continued  for  a  ^^f  impeding  respiration,  which  was 

short  time,  as  a  precaution  against  a  relieved  oy  leeches  and  purgatives;  anil 

relapse.  in  a  few  days  convalescence  was  ad- 

Tne  13th,  progress  to  recovery  satis-  danced.    On  the  26th,  however,  a  se- 

factory.  vere  convulsive  coufi;h,  with  convulsive 

breathing,  and  a  little  spitting  of  blood. 

Sect.  Iv.    Htsteria.  were    iifduced  by   mental    agitation; 

Case  XV. — A  female,  aged  22,  on  which  were  relieved  bv  henbane  and 

June  9(h,  1828,  after   costiveness  for  assafoetida;    and   in    July  her   usual 

several  days,  got  severe  pain  in  the  health  was  restored  by  quinine  and 

head  and  stomach,  followea  by  sudden  country  air. 

and  dreadful  hvsteria;  the  spasms  of  «         -,— -      „  .        r    l    t     ^ 

the  limbs,  eyes',  and  respiratory  mus-  ^^^^  ^^hT^'^"^  of  the  hand  com- 

cles,  extremely  severe ;  the  face  black  ^'"'^^  •?*'*  suppretied  menttrmitum, 

from  the  interrupted  respiration;  the  f"!!'''   by  gahanum:   t^cteded  iy 

pulse  extremely  low.     She  was  bled  to  ^nflamntatwn  mike  bra^ktal  and  %n^ 

twelve  ounces  m  the  fit ;  the  blood  was  *^<^ottal  nervet  F    Mvrbtd  effeeU  0/ 

very  florid,  and  the  clot  soft.    Purga-  *^"  ^f  i'^^.  *'*•''  menstrmmttnff  ; 

tives    and    clysters    procured    several  n^'mt  af  the  heart,  ffulUt,  and  respi^ 

stools ;  but  in  a  few  hours  the  spasms  2'''^''^,  tnusciei ;  tetanus  and  eyncope. 

returned  severely,  when  ammoniaand  ^«»^'«''  fi^^rhid  effects  ofgelvantsm. 

a  foetid  clyster  were  given.      In  the  A  female  was  affected  on  November 

course  of  the  night  the  convulsions  16th,  1819,  with  a  sense  of  numbness, 

were  so  severe  as  to  threaten  sufibca-  followed  by  a  loss  of  muscular  power 

tion ;  she  had  also  acute  pain  at  the  and   impaired   sensibility  of  the  left 

hind-head,  and  in  the  chest,  with  a  hand,  without  emaciation  of  it;  and 

spasmodic  cough,  cold  perspiration,  and  with  occasional  pain  in  the  head,  and 

a  very  depressed  pulse.    On  the  spasms  costiveness;   the   menstrua  had  been 

remitting,  the  pulse  became  natural,  suppressed  fur  a  long  time. 

The  hair  was  then  cut  off.  ether  and  ^loei,  gambogs,  and  colocynth ;  amnio. 

laudanum  ^iven  in  a  clyster,  and  rubbed  ^uc^  liniment  on  the  hsnd. 

«nJm«  l^n^.A  ^lL^Z.t''r!^^Jt  a4th,  morc  hcadachc,  with  cosUvo- 

spasms  returned,  with  acute  pain  in  ' 

f  11  ^^Ql'^^o^^^iT-^^^^        ^1-  P"'"^  Twelve  leeches  to  the  temple., 

full .    Senna  and  salines  were  given.  25th.  electricity  to  the  hand  daily. 

The  11th  (third  day),  the  spasms  t^      VT^^l    u^TL^-L 

subsided,  headache  continued,  with  a  ^^'  *"*'  headache  and  vertigo. 

furred  dry  tongue  and  a  full  pulse  ;  two  Leeches. 

large  stools  passed.  3d,  pulse  100,  strong. 

Leeches,  salines,  and  pnrgatiTes.  Bleeding  to  sixteen  onnoes ;  other  rems- 

The  12th,  copious  purging  of  faecu-  *••  continued, 

lent  mucous  stools,  with  relief  of  head-  4th,  head  symptoms  relieved }  palsy 

ache ;    then  a  return  of  convulsions,  as  before. 
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A  blifter  on  the  fora-ann.  tongue   natural,    the  bowels  purging 

Otb,  hot  brine»  aood  afterwardi  dry  liot  freely^  the  poke  98,  strong. 

18th,  ^vanism  to'tbe  hand,— now  in  sixth  Tw^We  leeches  on  the  epigastrium ;  mha* 

week  of  palsy,  with  Uttle  change.  ^^^^  ^^  ■*^**"- 

24th,  galvanism  applied  three  times  Soot  after  the  leeching  synoope  re- 
in the  day,  as  strong  as  could  be  borne  j  tunw^,  and  was  followed  again  by  se- 
a  sensation  of  warmth  from  it;  no  in-  ▼ere  dyspnoea.    She  then  complained 
crease  of  motive  power.  ^  »  P^^\  weirfit  pressing  on  the  ster- 
num,  taking  her  breath  away,   and 
Remedies  continued.  ag^in  became  insensible.    The  inspi- 

26th,  a  power  of  moving  the  thutnb  rations,  at  .first  40  in  a  minute,  then 

and  fingers;  the  sensibility  of  the  hand  more  and  more  convulsive,  and  never 

so  much  increased,  that  during  the  ap-  onder  80.    The  pulse,  at  first  100,  an^ 

plication  of  the  galvanism  warm  water  ft»lif    then   rose   to    150,   and   could 

to  it  is  intolerable,  as  well  as  the  brine  scarcely  be  felt ;  the  eyes  became  fixed ; 

and  hot  salt.  the  countenance  expressive  of  aeony ; 

28th,  galvanism  for  two  hours  and  a  wwne  convulsive  startings,  similar  to 

half  a  dav,  at  three  times ;  palsy  much  those  she  had  been  affected  with  dur- 

improved;  now  able  to  lift  a  heavy  ing  the   use  of  electricity,  were  ob- 

weight.    The  galvanism  was  continued  served  on  the  arms  and  chest  during 

for  some  days,  and  then  omitted,  be-  this  paroxysm.     On  becomin|^  more 

canse  of  the  pain  it  induced.  sensible,  she  felt  the  greatest  difficulty 

January  4th,  motive  power  again  im-  in  swallowing;  the  attempt  seemed  to 

paired ;  severe  pain  felt  shooting  up  excite  convulsions  in  the  gullet,  and 

the  wrist,  on  immersing  the  hand  in  complete  ojnsthotonos  for  two  minutes ; 

hot  brine.  the  very  idea  of  swallowing  seemed 

10th,  galvanism  repeated.    In  a  few  also  to  excite  spasms.     During  thb 

hours  she  complained  of  severe  pain  in  paroxysm,  which  lasted  an  hour  and  a 

the  left  side,  increased  on  a  fiilf  inspi-  naif,  she  took  80  drops  of  laudanum 

ration,  with  a  cough,  while  menstruat-  with  sulphuric  ether ;  but  as  the  ether 

ing.  seemed  to  excite  spasm,  it  was  ex- 

On  the  13th  she  was  bled  to  twelve  changed  for  spirit  of  nitrous  ether.    A 

ounces*  .hot  foot-bath  then  seemed  to  rouse  the 

The  14th,  pain  at  side  and  cough  circulation ;  and  on  recovering  she 
continuing,  and  the  pnlse  96,  full,  and  complained  of  pains  in  the  side,  palpi- 
hard,  she  was  again  bled  to  twenty-four  tation,  and  a  tendencv  to  fainting,  with 
ounces,  in  the  morning,  With  imme-  anxiety  at  the  prcecordia,  and  headache, 
diate  relief  of  the  symptoms,  and  the  At  6  p.m.  twenty  leeches  were  applied 
bowels  were  purged  bv  medicine.  At  to  the  epigastrium,  with  relief  of  pain, 
noon  day  pain  was  still  felt  on  inspir-  but  with  increase  of  the  dyspnoea;  and 
ing,  and  the  pulse  96  and  full ;  a  blis-  in  an  hour  and  a  half  a  similar  pa- 
ter was  then  applied  on  the  side.  In  roxysm  to  the  former,  but  more  severe, 
the  evening,  tne  pulse  being  80,  and  and  lasting  for  five  hours,— fits  of  syn- 
fall,  with  much  headache  and  pain  in  cope  alternating  with  convulsions  of 
the  side,  bleeding  was  repeated  to  three  minutes'  duration,  and  generally 
twenty-six  ounces,  without  any  relief  mitigated  by  ammonia  to  the  nostrils, 
of  the  pain  ;  and  instantly  afterwards  and  finally  relieved  by  repeated  doses 
she  became  deadly  faint.  On  the  head  of  laudanum  and  spirit  of  nitrous  ether, 
being  placed  low,  and  the  jugular  veins  In  48  hours  twelve  drachms  of  the  for- 
compressed,  sense  was  restored;  and  mer,  with  two  ounces  of  the  latter,  were 
as  she  recovered  she  was  seized  with  taken. 

dyspnoea,  which  increased  in  severity  The  16th,  a  sleepless  nigbt;  palpi- 

until  half  a  drachm  of  laudanum  and  tation  and  a  tendency  to  syncope  m  the 

sulphuric  ether  was  given.    During  the  erect  position ;  headache ;  thirst ;  pulse 

nignt  the  sleep  was  broken  with  two  88,  full ;  side-pain  diminished ;  bo  web 

slight  attacks  of  a  similar  nature,  and  regular. 

the  next  morning  the  side  pain  was  A  hot  bath,  and  ammonia,  with  laudanum, 

no  better,  and  still  increased  by  a  full  and  tinctute  of  castor,  in  small  doses; 

inspiration;  there  was  also  headache,  a  blister  on  tbe  pneconlis  and  an  emoU 

pain  at  the  epigastrium,   thirst,    the  hent  clyster. 
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The  18th,  better.  This  extraordinaiy  case  I  saw  in  the 

20th,  five  drops  of  tincture  of  fox-  practice  of  a  physician  now  deceased. 

glove  given  every  three  hours,  which  [To  be  continued.] 

excited  vomiting ;  clysters  of  laudanum 

and  assafoetida  relieved  her.  MEDICINE    STAMPS    AND 

24th,  still  better  as  td  the  hysteria,  QUACKERY 
but  nausea  and  vertieo  distressing;  the 

motive  power  of  the  nand  weak.  — 

Foetid  clysters  given,  and  galvanism  re-  7\>  the  Editor  qftke  Medicdi  Oaiette. 

Bomed.  Q 

Feb.  1st,  pain  in  the  palm  of  the  .            '        .  ^,              ^     .  .    *       «, 

hand  by  slight  pressure,  or  an  attempt  A,*'^^  ""^V  «'  ^hc  present  crisis,  to  call 

to  extend  it;  general  nervousness,  and  attention  through  your  columns  to  a 

debility,  and  S>stiveness.  g.^  points  connected  with  the  above. 

'*    ,      .          ,           .  First— as    to  medicine-stamps.     Yoa 

Galvanism  and  purgatives.  j^^jy  remarked,  and  truly,  that  here 

In  the  evening  pain  at  the  side,  and  ^e  have  "  an  object  of  state  finance." 
a  paroxysm  of  quick  convulsive  breath-  your  data  gives  an  average  of  about 
ing,  with  loud  moaning.  The  palsied  £32,595  annually,  for  the  last  thirteen 
hand  kept  on  the  nrecordia;  the  other,  years;  and  mark  a  gradual  decline, 
and  the  general  body,  in  convulsive  during  that  period,  from  about  £45,000, 
movements ;  the  pulse  very  quick,  and  to  something  less  than  £29,000.  Can 
at  times  imperceptible.  Two  drachma  ^e  not,  then,  afford  to  forego  so  small 
of  laudanum  were  given  in  two  doses,  an  item  of  state  finance  P  especially 
at  an  interval  of  half  an  hour,  without  when  we  remember  the  very  question- 
effect.  At  10  P.M.  the  body  and  able  propriety  of  iu  source,  and  the 
shoulders  were  drawn  forward  by  tonic  readiness  with  which  such  a  sum  might 
spasm ;  the  respirations  beyond  100  in  be  otherwise  raised.  You  suggest  that 
a  minute;  three  drachms  of  laudanum  ^e  may  be  asked,  "  would  you  prevent 
then  given,  in  three  doses,  at  short  in-  a  man  profiting  by  a  useful  discovery 
tervals.  At  midnieht  little  improve-  in  medicine,  when,  in  other  depart- 
ment ;  two  similar  doses  of  laudanum,  ments  of  science  and  art,  the  State  al- 
(making  seven  drachms  in  the  course  of  Jq^s  individuals  to  protect  themselves 
the  evening)  with  nitrous  ether,  were  by  concealment  (?),  or  affords  them  the 
then  given,  and  the  paroxysm  declined,  exclusive  use  of  their  invention  for  a 
The  sleep  was  disturbed  bjr  dreams,  and  certain  time,  if  they  choose  to  make  it 
a  narcotic  influence  remained  for  seve-  public  ?"  You  meet  such  apparently 
ral  hours.  The  next  day,  at  noon,  the  reasonable  interrogatory,  most  justly, 
affection  of  the  chest  had  subsided ;  the  with  the  answer,  that  nearly  nil  medi- 
pulse  88,  respiration  calm,  thirst  in-  cine  patents  "  have  been  mere  impo- 
tense,  and  some  headache.  sitions."  We  may  explain  ourselves 
Nitrous  ether  continued.  more  fully  to  the  non-medical  commu- 

In  the  evening  a  similar  but  milder  nity,  who,  after  all,  must  have  the  final 

Saroxysm ;   relieved  by  three  drachm  adjustment  of  the  question.    We  may 

OSes  of  laudanum,  and  a  turpentine  inform  them  that  very  many  quacsk- 

clyster ;  after  which  she  slept  well.  nostrums  are   downright  deceptions; 

On  the  3d,  the  symptoms  wereim-  and  that  such  others  as  are  serviceable, 

proved,  except  thirst,  with  a  white  dry  are,  in  almost  every  caw,  well-known 

tongue,  and  costiveness.  common   remedies  in  the  profession ; 

Eitract  of  colocynth.  ^^^  «>»*«».  ^|?«  ?»! ^es,  the  pills,  and  whrtt 

....                 *    1        1 J      ^      1-11  ^0^1  which  the  quack  puffs  in  the  co- 

4lh,  two  easy  stools  J  abdomen  still  lunrns  of  our  newspapew,  being,  almost 

tumia.  without  exception,  where  they  do  pos- 

Infosion  of  roses  with  salts.  ^^^  ^„y  ascertained  virtues,  pi rSlS 

5th,  a  sense  of  tightness  at  the  chest ;  either  from  our  own  extemporaneous 

inability  to  inspire  deeply.  prescriptions,  or  our    pharmacopoeia. 

6th,  a  slight  paroxysm,  for  which  a  Nor  is  this  all  with  respect  to  these  so- 

drachm  of  laudanum  taken.      After-  called  "discoveries  in  medicine;"  let 

wards  purgatives  were  continued,  and  us  ask  our  non-medical  friends— whom 

she  ceased  to  be  under  medical  care;  we  may  reasonably  forgive,  especially 

but  the  weakness  of  the  hand  remained,  at  this  juncture,  for  evincing  jealousy 
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of  our  motives,  and  scepticism  as  to  the  can  be  sug^^ested ;  and  if  no  nnreg^s* 
validity  of  our  statement— if,  on  the  tered  practitioner  can  hold  office,  or 
one  hand,  they  ever  heard  of  a  disco-  recover  fees,  by  law,  probably  nothing 
very  or  improvement,  in  other  branches  further  is  required  to  cause  every  one 
of  science  and  art,  that  was  patented  of  us  to  enrol  himself.  The  efficacy  of 
and  handed  down,  from  age  to  age,  registration,  again,  only  tends  to  the 
without  the  public  ultimately  reaping  exclusion  of  such  quacks  as  assume  the 
the  benefit  of  it,  without  let  or  liin-  titles  of  the  profession ;  and  although 
drance  P  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  certainly,  as  my  friend  Mr.  Carter 
ever  heard  of  a  quack  nostrum  that  was  rightly  observes,  these  are  decidedly 
first  minutely  described  and  explained  the  most  dangerous  of  the  murderous 
at  head  quarters,  and,  in  the  course  of  crew,  yet  they  are  but  a  section  at  pre- 
time,  divulged  for  the  unrestricted  be-  sent,  and,  hereafter,  would  still  exist 
nefit  of  the  public,  after  that  the  "  pa-  as  avowed  and  lawless  practitioners, 
tentee"  had  made  his  own  out  of  it  ?  Sir  James,  then,  recognises  and  defeats 
We  may  confidently  answer,  never.  If,  the  fraud,  at  present  practised  by  many 
then,  it  still  be  desired  to  retain  so  quacks  upon  their  dupes,  of  assuming 
paltry  a  sum,  drawn  from  so  disrepu-  University  and  College  titles,  while 
table  a  source,  why  not  place  the  auack  such  creatures  are^it  may  be  una  void- 
at  least  on  a  level  with  other  *'  disco-  ably — left  at  liberty  to  assume  the 
verers  and  improvers  P"  Why  not  re-  character  and  office  of  members  of  the 
quire  an  explicit  statement  of  the  na-  healing  art.  Medical  men  are  severely 
ture,  composition,  and  presumed  or  punishable  for  palpable  ignorance  of 
ascertainea  efifects  of  every  nostrum,  as  the  principles,  or  carelessness  in  the 
in  the  case  of  patents,  and,  in  this  as  practice  of  their  profession ;  such  an 
in  other  cases,  let  the  public,  in  due  arrangement  seems  well  calculated  to 
time,  have  the  full  and  free  benefit  of  ensure  a  full  exercise  of  their  talents 
such  "discoveries  P''  and  why  not  pro-  from  the  commencement  to  the  end  of 
hibit  the  sale  of  every  unknown  drug  their  career;  and  no  less  calculated  to 
that  is  not  thus  patented,  unless  spe-  beget  and  maintain  for  them  the  con- 
cially  prescribed  ror  a  particular  case  ?  fidence  of  the  public.  It  is  proposed 
And  this  brings  us,  in  the  second  place,  by  the  Home  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Carter 
to  the  question  between  registered  seems  to  hold,  also,  the  opinion,  that 
practitioners  and  quacks.  Sir  James  quacks  should  be  similarly  amenable 
Graham,  verv  laudably,  proposes  to  to  the  law;  but  if  the  view  just  taken 
draw  public  aistinctions  between  these  of  the  effect  or  tendency  of  such 
two  classes  of  professors  of  the  healinff  "  check"  be  correct,  would  quackery 
art — between  the  men  who  have  spared  not  rather  be  cherished  by  it,  througn 
no  trouble,  time,  or  expense,  in  the  ac*  the  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  pub- 
quisition  of  knowledge  in  the  dissect-  lie,  that  the  vile  pretenders  to  the 
ing-room,  the  laboratory,  the  fields,  medical  character  were  practising  in 
and  the  hospital,  and  the  men  who,  honest  and  well-grounded  confidence* 
with  little  or  no  such  expenditure  of  inasmuch  as  they  were  doing  so  under 
their  energies,  fraudulently  assume  the  an  imminent  peril  P  Although  ap- 
titles  so  hardly  earned  bv  others,  or.  parently  a  strange  proposition,  may  it 
undertake  the  sacred  and  responsible  not  in  reality  be  worth  while  to  weigh 
duties  of  physicalguardians,  even  with-  well  the  policy  and  propriety  of  sub- 
out  such  cloak.  Such  distinction  as  jecting  the  auack  to  any  such  restric- 
that  expected  from  registration  is  tion  P  Or  if  Sir  James,  in  his  well- 
highly  to  be  prized ;  in  the  opinion  of  meant  endeavour  to  protect  the  public 
many  respected  members  (if  not  all  as  far  as  possible  against  the  most 
such)  in  our  profession,  the  registration  heartless  and  ruthless  of  swindlers,  be 
plan  is  about  all  that  can  be  done,  averse  from  releasing  (and  thus  appa- 
under  a  free  constitution,  towards  miti-  rently  patronising)  them,  if  still  he 
gating  the  evil  of  quackery — its  sup-  should  incline  to  the  laying  on  of  addi- 
pression  being  by  them  deemed  impos-  tional  embargoes,  might  he  not,  further 
sible.  Much  of  the  efficacy  of  the  than  by  his  present  plan,  attain  his  end 
scheme  will  undoubtedly  depend  on  its  by  enabling  the  dupes  of  quacks  to 
being  universally  acted  on  by  the  pro-  compel  them  to  disgorge  in  cases  of 
fession.  unsuccessful  treatment  P  Unregistered 
Inducements  are,  perhaps,  all  that  men  are  not  to  recover  fees  by  law ; 
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thi9,  like  ineligibility  to  public  offices*  tender  to  knowledfle  and  power  that 

is,  as  you  properly  pointed  out,  a  mere  can  only  be  acquired  where  he  has 

dead  letter,  quacks  having  no  book*  never  been. — ^Believe  me,  sir, 

debts,  unless  attested  bonds  can  be  so  Yours  very  respectfully, 

considered.    Might  all  such  bonds  not  R.  Elliot,  M  J>. 

be  rendered  null  and  void  ?    Might  not  ICember  of  the  Comicil  of  the  Nciith 

ouacks — as  assuming  the  power  to  cure  of  Rogland  Mediaa  Anoci«tioik 
aiseases  with  the  seat  and  nature  of      Msrehs,  isis. 

which  they  are  absolutely  unacquainted  ..                   .                         ,        . 

—and  as  unregistered  persons,  in  case  C^^  correspondent  suggests  that  it 

of  their  unqualified  promises,  be  made  ^°"?^  ^  »  g«>d  plan  for  quack  ad- 

liable    to    prosecution    for   obtainuig  vertisements  to  pay  ten  Umes  as  much 

money  under  false  pretences  ?    Some  5*  ''^^X  ^^  «<?^'  particularly  as   the 

such  plan  is  required  J  for,  in  trulh,  we  5"^y  is  matenaUy  lessened  upon  aU 

cannot  say  that,  although  practising  as  drugs,  whereby  the  impostors  may  be 

avowed  quacks,  their  dupes  applied  to  ^^^  ^^^^  f^^""  offensive;  or  that  the 

them  wilfully  and  with  their  eves  open  i  ^\^^P^  ^^  ^f ««»  bottles,  &c.  ought,  at 

the  public  know  not  the  quack  other-  aH  events,  to  be  much  increased,  as  the 

wise  than  as  a  self-taught  genius,  or  ®?X  ™«»"f.  ^^  keeping  ouack  puffs  out 

fortunate  discoverer  in  the  healing  art,  of  the  public  papers.— Ed.  Gaz.] 

and  as  a  man  justly,  and  (as  they  think)  ~ 

for  very  obvious  reasons,  dreaded  and  ON  HEPATALGIA. 

persecuted  by  a  humdrum  bod v  of  dis-  ^r  R.  H.  Allnatt,  M.D..  A.M.,  P.S.A. 

ciplinanans,  who  are  but  too  fortunate  »          i         »        .h^ 

in  having  the  law  at  their  backs,  but  

for  which  they  would  soon  be  sent  to  j\,  f^e  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Gagette. 

the  wall  by  their  naturally  more  gifted  ^ 

rival8,^a  conspicuous,  but  far  from  ^'^» 

unique  example  of  that  tendency,  in*  Recent  researches  into  the  pathology 
herent,  and  so  strong,  in  all  of  us,  to  of  the  intestinal  mucous  membrane 
admire  and  encourage,  and  expect  have  especially  directed  the  attention 
wonders  from,  a  man,  in  proportion  as  of  modern  practitioners  to  this  hitherto 
his  opportunities  for  acquiring  a  know-  comparatively  unexnlored  field ;  and 
ledge  of  his  art  in  the  ordinary  way  inflammation  of  the  liver,  and  the  sub- 
have  been  restricted.  The  difference,  sidiary  diseases  to  which  they  owe  their 
however,  lies  here  ;  in  statuary,  in  ori^n,  have  received  of  late  years jpe« 
painting,  or  in  the  acauisition  of  Ian-  cuhar  elucidcttion  from  authors.  Tha 
guages,  a  man's  actual  proficiency  is  subject,  however,  of  my  present  paper 
carefully  tested,  and  justly  estimated,  has  been  by  almost  every  systematic 
With  the  quack  it  is  precisely  the  writer  entirely  overlooked,  or  touched 
reverse  :  his  capabilities  never  have  upon  in  the  most  cursory  manner  poa- 
been,  and  as  careful  is  he  that  they  sible.  This  is  the  more  extraordinaryi 
never  shall  be«  tested.  The  only  as  it  is  a  disorder  of  very  common  oc^ 
guarantee  that  the  public  can  have  of  currence  ;  but  perhaps  our  surprise 
medical  competency  is  through  the  .should  cease  when  we  consider  how 
accredited  boards  of  examination,  and  generally  hepatalgia  has  been  con* 
through  the  dulv  authenticated  publi-  founded  with  active,  or  sub-acute  in- 
cation  of  hospital  and  dispensary  prac-  flammation.  I  purpose,  therefore,  giv* 
tice.  From  all  competent  inquirers  ing  a  few  brief  details  of  its  leamng 
the  quack  shrinks ;   no  law  is  requisite  features. 

to  prevent  either  his  appointment  to  Andral  has  introduced  the  following 

public  offices,  or  his   appearance   in  observations  in  his   '*Clinique  M^di* 

open  court  to  extort  payment  from  his  cale.''     '*  We   sometimes,"    he  says, 

miserable  dupes:    the  former  he  in-  "observe  in  the  region  of  the  liver 

stinctively  avoids,  the  latter  he  takes  severe  pain,  which  cannot  be  accounted 

good  care  never  to  rec^nire.    To  open  for,  after  death,  by  any  lesion  of  the 

the  eyes  of  the  public,  it  is  not  merely  viscus  or  its  excretory  ducts.    These 

necessary  to   apprise  them  that  the  arecasesof  hepatalgia,  or  hepatic  colic* 

quack  is  neither  physician  nor  surgeon ;  The  circumstance  just  mentioned,  and, 

they  must  be  taught,  if  possible,  that  moreover,  the  nature  of  the  pains,  their 

he  is  an  empty  and  unscrupulous  pre*-  intermission,  and  the  stale  of  good 
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health  which  often  exists  in  the  inter-  We  have  been  oontemplatin^  the 

vals,  all  lead  ns  to  believe  that  the  leading  features  of  hepatal^a  m  its 

pains  have  their  site  in  the  nomeroos  pure  uncomplicated   state,  but  it   is 

nervous  filaments  which  are  distributed  comparatively  rare  that  we  meet  with 

to  the  liver,  and  which  are  derived  this  condition,  as  it  is  generally  asso^ 

either  from  the  pneumogastric  or  the  ciated  with  other  decided  manifestations 

great  sympathetic."  of  the  neuralgic  diathesis.    However,  it 

This*  is  at  once  a  condensed  and  cor-  does  occur,    independentlv   of  these 

rect  description  of  the  seat  and  nature  complications,  and  I  regard  the  follow- 

of  the  affection.    It  will  be  observed  ing  case  as  a  good  example  of  pure 

that  it  is  essentially  a  nervous  disorder,  isolated  hepatalgia : — 

and  it  differs,  of  course,  in  all  impor-  The  Rev.  Mr.  H— >,  a  gentleman 

tant  points  from  inflammation.    The  of  active  habits,  and  zealous  in  the 

diaenostic  symptoms  are  well  marked,  performance  of  his  clerical  duties,  was 

andare  peculiarly  important,  inasmuch  seized  with  a  slight  intermitting  pain 

as  the  practice  which  is  founded  on  in  the  region  of  the  ri^ht  h^pochon: 

them    requires    to   be    diametrically  drium,  which  attacked  him  daily,  on  its 

opposite  to  that  which  we  are  called  accession,  with  something  like  periodic 

upon  to  pursue  in  cases  of  inflam-  regularity.     On  the  accession  of  the 

mation.  paroxysm,   he  was  free  even  from  a 

Although  the  pains  accompanying  sensation  of  uneasiness  (so  perfect  was 

hepatalgia  mavbe  as  intenseas  those  of  the  immunity  in  the  intervals)  until 

hepatitis,   and,    in    many   instances,  the  succeeding  attack.  As  his  digestion 

perhaps  more  nrgent,  they   are   not  was  good,  appetite  unimpaired,  and  the 

constant,  but  are  at  the  outset,  and  pain  comparatively  trifling  and  of  short 

frequently  also  during  the  whole  pro-  duration,  ne  did  not  deem  it  reouisite  to 

mss  of  the  disorder,  paroxysmal,  af-  seek  professional  advice :  ana  so  the 

rording  in  the   interval    a   complete  disoraer  was  suffbred  to  continue  unal- 

immunity  from  pain.    The  pathogno-  leviated,  until  it  assumed  a  more  formi- 

monic  sinis  indicative  of  inflammatory  dable   aspect.     He  now  consulted  a 

action  of  the  liver,  are  pyrexia,  tume-  London  practitioner,  justly  celebrated 

faction,  great  tenderness  in  the  iiypo-  for  the  general  correctness  of  his  ad- 

chondrium,  frequent  and  strong  pulse,  vice,  who  treated  the  case  as  one  of 

thirst,  furred  tongue,   and  vomiting,  chronic  inflammation,    and  ordered  a 

sometimes  of  a  bilious,  and,  at  other  steady  course  of  mild  mercurial  pre- 

times,  of  a  dark-coloured  secretion,  as  parations.    Under  this  system,  the  pa- 

the  substance  of  the  liver  more  or  less  tient's  sufferings  were  aggravated  to  a 

partakes  of  the  invading  disease.    The  degree  of  intensity  that  quite  alarmed 

Dowels  are  irregular  in  their  action,  the  him;   and  the  more  urgent  they  be- 

evacuations  presenting  a  great  variety  came,  the  more  decided  were  the  en- 

of  ap^arances,  according  as  the  biliary  deavours  of  the  medical  practitioner  to 

secretion  is  more  or  less  affected;   and  subdue  the  **  inflammatory"  action,  by 

the  urine  is  scanty  and  high  coloured,  getting  the  system  as  speedily  as  pos- 

In  hepatalg:ia,  ou  the  contrary,  these  sible  under  the  influence  of  the  mer- 

signs  are  invariably  wanting ;    there  cury.    Finding  he  obtained  no  relief, 

may  exist,  indeed,  constant  pain  and  and  having  a  firm  persuasion  that  a 

tenderness  over  the  region  of  the  liver,  palpable  aggravation  of  his  sufi*ering 

increased  to  a  certain  degree  by  pres-  was  occasioned  bv  each  dose  of  the  me- 

Bure,  but  manifest  exacerbations,  even  dicine,  he  consulted  me,  and  the  fol- 

in  the  worst  cases,  occur,  which  are  lowing  is  a  detail  of  the  then  state  of 

sufficiently  indicative  of  its  paroxysmal  the  case  : — ^The  right  hypochondrinm 

character.    The  functions  of  the  organ  was  affected  with  constant  pain,  acute, 

may  proceed  uninterruptedly  as  in  its  and  lancinating,  which  was  greatly  in- 

heiutny  condition.     The  tongue  may  creased  by  slight—in  feet,  the  gentlest 

be  quite  clean,  or  sometimes,  in  the  — nressnre;    even  the  weight  of  the 

centre,  there  may  be  a  gentle  creamy  bea-clothoa    produced    insupportable 

fur,  and  the  urine  is  generallr  increased  agony,    so   tnat   he   was  invariably 

in  quantity,  and  is  of  a  lignter  colour  obliged  to  cast  them  off  when  he  re- 

than  ordinary :    this  I  have  found  a  tirea  to  rest,  and  in  the  day  to  sit  in 

characteristic  symptom  of  many  ner-  loose,  unfastened  garments. 

Tous  disorders.  Dmring  the  first  examination,  having 
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engaged  him  in  a  conversation  on  an  woman,  had  suffered  from  facial  nea- 

iodi&rent   topic,  thus  diverting    his  ralgia  m  its  most  violent  form  during  a 

attention  from  his  malady,  I  pressed  period  of  eight  years.     She  had  been 

firmly  upon  the  affected  part,  and  so  treated    by    various    medical   practi- 

far  from  heightening  the  pain,  it  rather  tioners  of  her  native  town,  and  had 

produced  a  temporary  alleviation.    Ex.  been   dismissed  from  the  Gloucester 

acerbations  generally  occurred  about  Infirmary  as  incurable.    All  the  rami- 

two  hours  after  dinner,  and  continued  tications  of  the  trifacial  were  affected ; 

with  great  violence  until,  as  I  imagined,  the  lower  and  upper  jaw,  cheeks,  fore- 

the  food  had  passed  from   the  duo-  head,  eyes,  and  tongue.      Dunn|^    a 

denum,  and  ceased  to  excite  by   its  paroxysm,  her  face  was  thrown  inio 

action  the  morbid  sensibility  of  the  contortion6,and  hard  knots  were  formed 

liver.    The  bowels  were  regular,  and  in  the  course  of  the   nerve.     Tears 

the  motions  healthy.    The  urine  co-  flowed  abundantly  from  the  eyes^  and 

pious  and  limpid }    and,  in  short,  in  the  salivary  elands  poured  forth  their 

the   whole    train  of  symptoms  there  secretion  as  though  she  were  in  a  state 

was  nothing  indicative  of  inflammatory  of  profuse  ptyahsm.    Altogether  she 

action,  or  of  any  disturbance  of  the  presented   a   most  pitiable  spectacle, 

hepatic  functions,  except  the  persistent  The  most  important  diagnostic  symp- 

pain.      Having   arrived  at  this   con-  tom,  and  that  for  which  this  case  haa 

elusion,  I  immediately  ordered  a  dis-  been  principally  detailed,  remains  to 

continuance  of  the  mercury,  placed  my  be  related.    On  the  cessation  of  the 

patient  upon  the  plan  hereaher  to  bie  peripheral    neuralgia,    the   liver   was 

detailed,  and  in  the  course  of  three  or  attacked  with  an  almost  insupportable 

four  days  he  became  perfectly  free  from  pain  ;   and  when  this  viscus  ceased  to 

the  attacks,  and  was  enabled  to  resume  suffer  from  the  metastatic  hepatalgia,  a 

his    professional    duties,    which    had  transference  of  the  morbid  action  in- 

hitherto,  for  some  months,  been  com-  variably  occurred  in  the  branches  of 

pletely  abandoned.    A  period  of  up-  the  trifacial. .  There  were,  in  fact,  al- 

wards  of  two  years  has  now  elapsed,  ternations,  transmitted  from   seat    to 

and  there  has  been  no  return  ot  the  seat,  with  unceasing  regularity;  but 

hepatic  tic.  the^  never  co-existed:    so    that    the 

We  will  now  consider   a    case   of  patient  was    enabled    to   foretel   the 

bepatal^a  in  its  complicated  form :  locality  of  the  anticipated  paroxysm 

that  is,  in  its  relation  with  peripheral  with  unerring   certainty.      I   do  not 

neuralgia,  in  whatever  part  of  the  body  venture  to  say  that  every  case  is  so 

ita  manifestations  may  occur :  and  this  well  marked  as  this,  but  I  do  assert, 

is  by  far  the  most  common  state  in  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  we 

which  we  are  called  upon  to  observe  it.  have  more  or  less  clear  evidence  of  this 

If  there  be,  in  the  whole  history  of  alternate  action, 
neuralgia,  any  isolated  point  of  greater        I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  swell  this 

importance  than  another,  or  one  that  paper  by  accumulating  evidence ;  more 

will  more  aid  us  in  the  discovery  of  its  especially  as  I  have  published  in  this 

true    proximate    cause — the    present  journal  a  lengthened  correspondence 

hidden  and  mvsterious  bugbear  of  the  containing  the  result  of  mv  experience 

practitioner — 1   would  lay  my  finger  on  the  present  question  ;   let  it  suffice 

nere.    To  me,  it  is  astonishing  that  for  me  to  state,  that  in  every  case  of 

authors,  whose  pen  this  fertile  subject  local  neuralgia,  if  the  practitioner  will 

has  inspired,  have,  as  it  were,  with  one  search  out  patiently  the  symptoms  as 

consent,  passed  over  in  solemn  silence  they  arise,  he  will  be  surprised  to  find 

the  apparent  fact  of  the  manifold  rela-  how  strong  a  link  in  the  associated 

tions  and  dependencies  assumed  by  this  chain  of  events  will  pe  supplied  by  the 

disorder.    However,  I  will  not  antici-  disorders  of  which  we  have  spoken : 

pate,  but  proceed  to  submit  a  case  and  if  the  matter  be  new  to  his  mvesti- 

which  is  rather  a  rule  than  an  excep-  gation,  he  will  also  discover  that  hepa- 

tion,  similar  manifestations  presenting  talgia  is  an  affection  of  much  more 

themselves  in  ninety  cases  out  of   a  frequent   occurrence    than    has    been 

hundred,  and  which  only  require  the  admitted  by  our  modem  pathologists, 
commonest  share  of  attention  to  be       The  treatment  of  hepatic  colic,  whe- 

rendered  apparent.  ther  in  its  isolated  or  complicated  form, 

Mrs.  H.  F.,    a   prematurely  aged  is  very  simple,  and  merely  requires  the 
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combinations  which  are  found  to  be  the  resistance  -offered  to  the  solvent 

effectual  in  other  cases  of  neuralgia,  action  by  the  food,  the  more  saliva, 

Mercury,as  in  tic  douloureux, heightens  and  consequently  the  more  air,  enters 

the  affection,  increases  the  general  irri-  the  stomach.    Thus  he  considers  rumi- 

tability,  and  renders  the  system  uni-  nation,  m  certara  stanumvorous  ara- 

versally  more  obnoxious  to  the  incur-  mals,  has  plainly   for   one    object  a 

sions  of  the  morbid  nervous  senbibihty.  renewed  and  repeated  introduction  of 

Carbonate  of  iron— the  rage  of  the  day  oxygen ;  for  a  more  minute  mechanical 

—is.  if  possible,  even  more  destructively  division  of  the  food  only  shortens  the 

pernicious  i   and   I  would  ask,  if  my  time  for  solution.    As  for  the  gastnc 

assertions  be  correct  of  the  dependen-  fluid,  he  thinks   that  it  possesses  a 

cies  of  the  disorder  (and  they  may  property  of   transforming  those  con- 

easily  be  put  to  the  test,)  whether  or  stituents  of  the  food,  which  by  them- 

not  the  action  of  a  powerful  tonic  is  selves  are  insoluble  in  water,  in  virtue 

likely  to  prove  beneficial  in  any  one  of  of  a  new  grouping  of  their  atoms,  the 

its  earUer  stages  P    Yet  it  has  been  ad-  property  of  dissolving  m  that  fluid.  He 

ministered  with  reckless  daring  in  all  observes,    that   durmg   digestion   the 

the  phases  and  all  the  compHcations  of  gastric  juice,  when  separated,  is  found 

neuralgia.      Gentle    purgatives,  com-  to  contain  a  free  mineral  acid,  the  pre- 

bined   with    colchicum,  ipecacuanha,  sence    of   which    checks    all   further 

and  hyoscyamus,  will  seldom  fail  to  change.    That  the  food  is   rendered 

work  a  speedy  cure  :  and  if  the  consti-  soluble  quite  independent  of  the  vitahty 

tution  have  suffered  from  protracted  of  the  digestive  organs,  has  been  proved 

unmitigated  nain,  alkaline   vegetable,  by  a  number  of  the  most  beautiful  ex- 

tonics  will  efect  that  which  we  miffht  penments.                  ^    ...  ,  ,       i.    • 

in  vain  expect  from  the  rough  insoluble  It  is,  I  presume,  admitted  by  physi- 

mineral  preparations.  ^^?^^^*  ^^*^  ^^®  secreUon  of  the  gas- 

Piriiuaeot  SMt,  Whitebii,  tnc  fluid,  as  well  as  all  other  secretions, 

March  10,  IMS.  result  sfrom  the  agency  of  the  principle 

of  vitality,  and,  when  the  secretion  ia 

,  3i.  OBSERVATIONS  effected,  the  future  changes  are  chymi- 

ON  cal.    Liebig  entertains  an  idea  that, 

DIGESTION     AND     DIET.  with  respect  to-  the  gastric  fluid,  it  pos- 

_    _     _-                „  ^,  sessessomeunknown  power  of  effecting 

Bt  Da.  WiLxiNsoN,  Bath.  ^  transformation   in    the    constituent 

^  parts  of  the  substance  it  is  destined  to 

The  grand  result  of  digestion  is  the  act  upon,  without  any  apparent  ma* 

formation  of  the  constituent  parts  of  terial  communication.    I  am  not  ac- 

blood  which   principally   consists    of  qoainted  with  any  analogical  ezperi^ 

albumen,  and  as  it  is  admitted  that  the  mentsin  either  synthetical  or  analytical 

nutritious  quality  of  all  food,  whether  chymistrv  to  support  such  an  opinion. 

vegetable  or  animal,  is  in  proportion  to  The  illustrious  Newton  states,  in  the 

the  quantity  of  albumen  contained,  it  3d  book  of  his  admirable  Principia,  the 

must  appear   evident  that  the  agent  following  hypothesis : — **Causa$rerum 

employed  for  its  separation  from  the  naiuralium  non  plures  admitti  debere, 

general  mass  must  possess  the  property  gudm  qwB  et  vera  sint  ei  eantm  pkanO" 

of  dissolving  the  albumen,    ft  is  well  menu  explicandissufficiuni  :**'-^&nd  this 

known  to  chymical  inquirers  that  this  hypothesis  he  thus  illustrates — **Naiwa 

is  readily  effected  by  an  alkali,  whilst  it  enim  simplex  est  et  rerum  ctuuis  super^ 

is  insoluble  in  acids  or  alcohol,  or  even  Jiuis  non  hixuriat.'*    With  respect  to 

in  cold  or  boiling  water.    Liebig,  in  his  Liebig,  no  person  can  appreciate  more 

admirable  work  on  Organic  Chymistry,  highly  his  chymical  talents  than  I  do ; 

considers  one  of  the  principal  agencies  yet  it  i4>pears  to  me  that,  in  its  appU- 

of  saliva  is  from  its  entangling,  during  cation   to  many  physiological  opera* 

mastication,  atmospheric  air,  and  that  tions,  he  has  involved  himself  in  difli* 

the  oxygenous  portion  enters  into  com-  eulties  which  he  might  have  avoided, 

bination,  while  the  other  constituent  by  adopting   that   simplicity  recom- 

part  of  the  atmosphere,  viz.  nitrogen,  mended  by  the  great  British  philo* 

18  given  out  through  the  skin  and  sopher   in   the   above   quotation.    It 

lungs.  He  fuither  say 8,,that  the  longer  must,  however,  be  acknowledged  that 

digestion  continues^  that  is,  the  greater  we  pwe  much  to  this  celebrated  chy« 
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mist }  and  the  few  objections  stated  by  the  iUostnUon  of  tbisi  my  Icnmed 
Br.  Bostock  and  others  maybe  eom-  friend.  Professor  Owen,  informed  me 
pared  to  those  maoulsB  (or  spots)  on  that  in  the  Museum  of  the  College  of 
the  sun's  sur&ce,  visible  only  to  the  Company  they  have  specimens  of  this 
telescopic   observer,  and  not  accom-  tube  in  the  stomach  of  a  milch  ealf. 
panied  by  any  sensible  diminution  of  As  soon  as  the  animal  commences  with 
Its  splendour.  graminivorous  food,  the  tnbe  beoomes 
In  ruminating  animals,  the  muscular  obliterated,  and  its  new  stinnilon  on 
structure  of  the  oBSophagus  is  admirably  the  second  and  third  stomachs  gives 
calculated  for  that   tortuous    motion  rise  to  the  ruminating  process. 
remarked.in  the  throat  whilst  chewing       When  chyle  has  oeen   intemiiaed 
the  cud;  and  the  cause  is  very  observ-  with  the  biliary  and  pancreatic  aecare- 
ahle  by  dissection  of  this  part.    After  tions,  and  highly  magnified,  there  ap- 
being  exposed  to  a  gentle  boiling  heat  pears  round  each  globule  a  gxeeni& 
in  water,  two  tows  of  muscular  fibres,  areoh^  which  by  gently  drying  assumes 
resembling   a   double   corkscrew,  are  a  red^sh  tint.    May  we  not  attribute 
unfolded,  and,  when  in  action,  may  be  to  the  secretion  of  the  liver  a  fonr-foid 
compared  to  those  wells  which  have  action— 1st  A  secretion   of  soda    to 
two  buckets,  the  descent  of  the  one  convert  the  chyme   into  chyle;     2d. 
being  necessary  for  the  ascent  of  the  Imparting  the  colouring  rudiment  to 
other.    It  is  well  known  to  observing  the  globular  particles;  3d.  From  its 
agriculturalists  that  if  the  cow  or  the  bitter  principle,  or  picromel,  acting^  as 
sheep  should  by  misfortune  drop  the  an  antiseptic  to  the  intestinal  contents; 
cud  out  of  the  mouth,  it  cannot  raise  a  and,  4th,  By  its  stimulus,  piodacing 
fresh  portion  by  its  own  natural  power  i  that  peristaltis  motion  necessary  for  its 
as  the  descent  into  the  third  stomach  of  ultimate  evolution, 
that  portion  which  has  been  a  second        It  is  a  law  in  nature,  that  two  actions 
time   masticated  is  necessary  to  the  cannot  go  on  in  the  same  portion  of 
elevation  of  a  coiresponding  mass  from  matter  at  the  same  time.    If  the  secre- 
the  second  stomach.    When  such  is  tion  should  be  deficient,  or  the  stomach 
the  case,  the  animal  is  remarked  to  surcharged  by  its  contents,  the  proper 
pine,  to  lose  its  appetite,  in  consequence  separation  of  the  albumen  is  prevented, 
of  the  digestive  process  being  intei^  fermentation  takes  place,  and  carbonic 
nipted,  and  in  most  cases  it  is  found  gases  principally  are  evolved.     Thus 
necessary  to  kill  the  animal.    Nature,  sheep  feeding  in  rich  clover  pastures 
for  the  protection  of  the  cud,  has  ren«  frequently  overload  the  first  stomach,  ao 
dered  the  upper  part  of  the  tongue,  as  to  prevent  the  communication  into 
near  the  throat,  of  a  spiculated  rough-  the  second ;  the  food  too  long  retained 
ness,  the  spiculss  so  arranged  as  to  ferments,    and   the   animal    becomes 
prevent  any  easy  loss  of  the  cud.    In  painfully  distended  by  the  developed 
Switaerlano,  attempts  have  been  made  gases,  as  to  frequently  require  the  ope- 
to  substitute  an  artificial  cud,  made  of  ration  of  houghing.      Sir  £.  Home 
boiled  potatoes  and  sugar,  but  I  believe  states  that  liquids  drunk  by  the  animal 
without  success.    Upon  this  interesting  pass  at  once  into  the  second  stomach, 
physiological  principle    I    have  con->  the  entrance,  at  that  period,  into  the 
versed  with  many  eminent  grezierB,  first  being  closed.    In  the  months  of 
and  who  all  concur  in  opinion  that  the  August  and  September,  graminivorous 
greatest  attention  is  necessary  to  pre-  animals,  feeding  on  pastures  that  lie 
vent  the  dropping  of  the  cud,  particu-  on  the  marl  which  covers  some  of  the 
Isrly  guarding  asainst  a  too  watery  beds  of  the  blue  lias,  are  subject  to  that 
condition  of  food.     The  accident  is  dreadful  disease  called  scouring,  al- 
soon  rendered  apparent  by  the  animal  though  hay  made  from  the  same  grass 
no  longer  taking  its  usual  food,  no  is  not  injurious.    It  generally  appears 
longer  reposing  on  the  ground  for  the  after  the  first  cutting.    The  loss  sua- 
purpose  of  rumination.     During  the  tained  by  this  complaint,  in  the  county 
period  the  animal  is  fed  solely  by  milk,  of  Somerset,  has  been  stated  to  exceed 
there  is  no  ruminating  process:  in  such  £60,000  per  annum.    At  the  request 
cases  the  second  and  third  stomachs  of  some  members  of  the  West  of  £ng«> 
are  entirely  inactive,  and  the  dilative  land  Society,  I  was  induced  to  examine 
product  fhMtt  the  first  stomach  is  con-  this  grass,  and  I  ascertained  that  the 
veyed  by  a  tube  to  the  fourth.    For  Injury  arises   firom  the  formation  of 
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Hcetic  acid.     This  combines  with  the  to  be  formed :  certainly  most  of  these 

soda  in  the  stomach.    The  result  is  a  found  in  the  human  body  are  not  ob* 

Surging  salt,  and  the  food  by  the  served  in  any  other  pari  of  animated 
eslruction  of  its  solvent  rendered  nature.  Thus  the  tapeworm  in  man  is 
inefficient;  after  being  cut  and  dried,  jointed;  in  sheep  and  fish  it  more  re- 
the  acid  is  volatilized,  and  the  hay  is  sembles  a  tape.  Pallas  and  Bioch 
good.  have  found  tiie  tai)eworm  in  a  foetus ; 
Upon  this  principle  are  easily  ex-  and  I  had  an  opportunity  in  Geneva  of 
plained  the  thin  and  emaciated  consti-  seeing  a  tapeworm,  7  feet  long,  in  a 
tutions  resulting  from  an  indulgence  in  foetus  of  six  months.  The  mother  be- 
acifts.  It  is  well  known  that  many  ing  accidentally  killed,  gave  rise  to  the 
young  persons  sacrifice  their  health  examination.  Not  only  in  the  intes- 
from  a  dread  of  corpulency,  by  taking  tinal  canal,  but  in  almost  every  part  of 
lemon  juice,  which,  by  its  agency,  de-  the  human  frame^  worms  have  been 
8troys  the  solvent  power  of  the  soda;  found:  whence  they  originate  is  a 
and  what  food  is  taken  into  the  &to-  question  extremely  difficult  to  answer; 
mjich  passes  off  in  an  undigested  state,  but  I  presume  the  difficulty  would  be 
ihe  animal  matter  becomes  rancid  and  increased  by  attempting  an  explanation 
putrkl,  the  chyle  and  all  the  secretions  on  the  Aristotelian  idea  of  spontaneous 
in  the  same  proportion  deteriorated,  generation.  Although  Blumenbach 
We  know  that  life  can  only  be  sup-  considered  each  articulation  as  a  dis- 
ported by  matter  which  has  constituted  tinct  worm ;  but  Rudolphi  and  Bremser^ 
a  part  of  an  organized  being ;  how  who  have  paid  great  attention  to  this 
these  varied  changes  are  effected  by  its  subject,  deem  it  as  one  animal,  and 
agency,  our  limited  powers  cannot  observe  that  the  head  has  four  trunks 
c*omprehend.  May  we  indulge  an  opi-  or  suckers.  I  had  once  an  excellent 
nion,  that  all  nutrient  food  contains  a  opportunity  of  seeing  an  animal  passed 
living  principle,  which  is  added  to  the  off  by  a  hospital  patient,  resembling  a 
general  stock,  by  which  we  are  enabled  large  leech  in  form  but  not  in  colour^ 
to  explain  their  growth  ?  The  late  ex-  about  4  or  5  inehes  in  length.  It  was 
periment«  of  Prevost  and  Dutrochet  preserved  in  a  covered  vessel  till  the 
nave  evinced,  that  when  the  fabric  of  ibllowing  morning,  when  the  length 
an  organized  being  is  ^-esolved  into  its  was  increased  to  many  feet,  and  with 
tiimple  constituent  parts,  each  part  has  all  the  character  of  the  tapeworm,  and 
a  globular  appearance,  possessing  pow-  which  on  examination  proved  to  be  the 
ers  of  motion,  forming  those  monads  case.  This  remarkable  circumstance 
which  constitute  the  last  link  in  the  throws  great  light  upon  the  probable 
chain  of  organic  life.  The  process  of  economy  of  this  surprising  animal, 
digestion  is  by  this  hypothesis  consi-  The  joints  do  not  commence  near  the 
dered  as  the  power  of  separating  these  part  sup|X)sed  to  be  the  head,  but  a  few 
ciooads  from  their  state  of  combina-  inches  below,  leading  to  a  supposition 
iion  in  the  food  taken,  and  assimilation  that  in  the  living  state  it  is  an  intes- 
is  the  deposition  of  them  to  their  des-  tinal  arrangement,  folded  in  the  body 
tined  purposes.  The  albuminous  glo-  of  the  animal,  in  length  only  a  few 
bule,  as  well  as  that  of  the  red  particle  inches.  - 
of  blood,  is  not  spherical,  but  bears  fTo  be  conUnued.] 
some  resemblance  in  figure  to  tliat  oi 

the  monas  termo ;  and  a  further  culti-  AXTAvveoo          xrr^n^irM:>o      n^^^-c. 

vation  of  thi.  interesdng  subject  would  ANALYSES  akd  NOTICES  or  BOOKS. 

probably  lead  to  an  explanation  of  the  

powers  of  reproduction,  and  of  many  "L'anteurse  tiie  i  anpnirer  ee  que  le  lecteurse 

Sther  important  phenomena  of  natur/.  *"*  ^  .brtger^»AL«MB.RT. 

Thus  it  is  well  known  to  profesbionai 

gentlemen  that  many  organs  in  the  Ohservatiout  on  Aneurism.     Selected 

animal  body,  when  in  a  morbid  state,  ^^p    the  works    of   the    principal 

are  subject  to  become  the  repository  of  writers  on  that  disease.    Translated 

worms;   their  existence  is  not  consi-  and  edited  by  John  E.  Erichsen, 

dered  to  constitute  the  primitive  dis-  Esq-     (Printed  for  the  Sydenham 

case,   but    as    the   resulting  product.  Society.) 

They  assume  different  characters,  ac-  The  success  of  the  Sydenham  Society, 

cording  to  the  nidus  where  they  appear  which  has  far  exceeded  the  most  san- 

903.— xxxy.  3  C 
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^uine  hopes  that  were  entertained  by  or  surgical  subjects;   as,  for  instance. 

Its  founders,  is  both  a  cheering  evidence  hernia,  lithotomy,  hemorrhage,  inju- 

of  the  improved  state  of  the  literary  ries  of  the  head,  diseases  of  the  nervous 

condition  of  the  profession,  and  a  good  system,  &c. 

augury  for  its  future  welfare;    more  

wpeciallv  80  when,  in  looking  over  the  j^  j^„^  ,^^  ^  Directory.  1845. 
list  of  tfie  snbscribere  of  the  Society,  ContaMng  (A«  i.am<,  ««/*•*«,  gu^. 
we  find  that  so  larcre  a  number  of  the  js  *  •  ^0?  •  »  *  •  ^  **  y-***** 
junior  members  of  the  profession  have  ^JLT'^^ut^:^  .^^!^^\^^  ^"""^ 
inrolled  their  names,  the  wide  diffu-  ZLfl  ^i*!^'«w  ^  "^  '^ 
sion  in  an  elegant  form  of  the  standard  ^^j'^^*  ofever^vhyitctan,  Mur9*on, 
V -  r  ♦  v:  ®  *  4  J  %  r  and  general  practitioner  J  residtrnt  tn 
works  of  the  great  masters  of  our  art,        w^fi^      i«/L«  «„  ion     xti^^v.  n 

whether  ancient  or  modem,  cannot  but       ^^'    J?J^^;  P^'  ^^-    ^^^^^^^ 
be  attended  with  the  most  beneficial        "^^  ^*°°  ^^""• 

results.     Important,  however,  as  the  This  is  a  considerably  smaller  volume 

reprint  of  standard  Endish  works,  or  than  we  had  anticipated ;  we  must  say 

the  translation  of  complete  editions  of  that  our  brethren  have  not  abused  the 

the  Greek,  Latin,  or  Arabic  authors  opportunity  which  the  editors  of  the 

may  be,  there  is  yet  another  form  of  Medical  Directory  gave  them  of  draw- 

publication  that    is,  in  our  opinion,  ing  their  own  portraits,  and  of  setting 

equally   valuable,    namely,    selections  forth  their  works  to  the  best  ad  van- 

from  tne  works  of  ancient  and  modern  tasfe.    The  list  is,  indeed,  most  credi- 

writers  on  some  of  the  more  interesting  table  to  the  members  of  the  medical 

medical  and  surgical  diseases,  by  which  profession.   There  are,  unquestionalily, 

means   many  of  the    most    valuable  out  few  drones  in  the  hive ;  and,  if  all 

essays  that  lay  entombed  in   the  old  who  occupy   the    foremost  place,    in 

Thesauri,  or  in  the  periodicals  of  the  regard  to  position  and  emolument,  have 

day,  and  that  are  altogether  beyond  the  not  done  tne  most  to  deserve  them,  stiU 

reach  of  the  mass  of  the  profession,  it  is  ratifying  to  observe  that  many 

may  be  brought  to  light,  and  rendered  who  nave  worked  hard  have  achieved 

accessible  to  every  one.    The  volume  eminence  in  consequence  of  that  hard 

now  before  us  is  tne  first  that  has  been  work  we  would  fain  believe,  although  we 

published  in  accordance  with  this  plan,  have  known  some  guilty  of  the  heresy  of 

and  we  trnst  that  it  will  not  be  the  last,  maintaining  that  the  distinction  came  in 

The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Erichsen  tpite  ot\t.  We  have  said  that  the  volume 

has  executed  the  veir  difficult  task  was  smaller  than  we  expected  it  would 

that  has  been  entrusted  to  him  is  most  have  been ;   we  tDnfidently  anticipate 

creditable  to  his  tcilents  and  industry,  that  next  year  it  will  have  enlarged  its 

and  he  has  succeeded  in  producing  a  dimensions  considerably.     The  work 

volume  that  will  not  only  be  a  standard  Is,  in  fact,  a  medical  directory  in  more 

work  of   reference  on  the  very  im-  senses  than  one ;  it  is  not  merely  a  list 

portant  subject  of  aneurism    to   the  of  the  names  and  residences,  but  an 

scientific  surgeon,  but  that  will  be  of  index  of  the  writings  of  the  men  now 

^ery  great  interest  and  utility  to  the  living  and  exercising  medicine  within 

profession  at  large.    As  the  work  is  the  metropolis,  and  its  precincts;  and 

necessarily  by  this  time  in  the  hands  we  venture  to  suggest  to  the  editors 

of  our  readers,  we  will  merely  con-  the  advanti.ees  that  would  attend  upon 

tent  ourselves  with  directing  attention  a  considerable  extension  of  the  work 

tp  the  very  complete  bibliography  that  in  the  latter  direction  especially.    One 

is  appended  to  it,  being  a  catalogue  of  the  very  useful  books  of  reference  in 

raisonn^e  of  nearly  two  hundred  essays  the  present  day  ib  the  Lexicon  of  Liv- 

and  treatises,  the  preparation  of  which  ing  Authors  of  Callisen,  published  at 

alone  must  have  been  a  task  entailing  Copenhagen,  and  now  extending   to 

no  slight  labour,  and  the  execution  of  many  volumes.    The  London  Medical 

which  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  Directory,  by  giving  the  titles  of  each 

taste,  judgment,  and  acouirements  of  writer's  papers  in  full,  and  an  exact 

the  author.    We  do  not  tnmk  that  the  reference  to  its  place  of  publication, 

Society  can  do  better  than  to  take  the  would  accomplish,  in    regard  to  the 

present  volume  as  a  model  for  the  pub-  medical  men  of  the  metropolis,  that 

lication  from  time  to  time  of  similar  which  Callisen  proposed  to  nimself  to 

collectanea  on  otherimpor  tant  medical  effect  with  reference  to  the  wider  field 
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catalogue  there  can  he  no  douht.   Tnis 

portion  of  the  scheme  was  probably  Frid^itf,  March  21,  1845. 

viewed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Lon-  

don   Medical  Directory  as  only  sub- 
sidiary or  subordinate :    extended,  we  "Lice* onmilmi,  licet  etUai  miTii,  digmitatem 

believe  that  it  wiU  have  the  effect  of  ^f,  ^*^'Jf  i,"*^,"^*^^.'  '"^''  ""^^^^^ll  **• 

giving  the  work  a  permanent  interest.  "                           '^                     Cicero* 

Meantime,  and  for  what  is  effected,  we  

think  the  thanks  of  the  profession  are 

due  to  the  editors  of  the  London  Me-  DEATH  FROM  STARVATION, 

dical  Directory.     The  P"Wication  of  j^               ^^^  ^^^  statistical  returns, 

this  volume  marks  an  epoch  in  our  .    ^\\^                       .          .  ,.      ^ 

professional  annuals ;    it  is  the   first  that  the  average  yearly  mortahty  from 

time  that  We  have  had  a  List  of  our  starvation  in  this  country  amounts  to 

own,  like  the  army  list,  the  navy  list,  145.     Jn  nianv  cases*  referred  to  this 

and  the  law  list;  and,  so  far  as  we  can  y^^^^    ^^^^^  ^:^  accelerated  by  expo- 

judge,  the  list  IS  wonderfully  complete;  *                                      .         .1. 

omissions  we   should  imagine    there  s^^e  to  cold  and  mclement  weather, 

roust  necessarily  be,  although,  with  a  and  by  want  of  bodily  raiment.    Seve- 

solitary  exception,  we  have  looked  for  ral  of  the  wretched  beings  had  been 

them  in  vain.    We  beg  to  recommend  gui^jects  of  intemperance  and  disease ; 

this  very  useful  volume,  the  London  •'                       *        ,         i^-.^u 

Medical  Directory,  to  all  our  friends,  »  ^^w,  to  our  nation's  shame  be  it  told, 

both  of  the  metropolis  and  the  country,  were  suffered  to  pine  and  die  in  the 

workhouse,  from  not  having  the  neces- 

The  Sirmcture  ofihe  Ungt ;  beine  the  ^^^^  of  life  provided  by  the  officers  of 

Warneford  Prize  Essay  for  the  Year  the  poor  law.    No  one  will  for  a  mo- 

1844.     By  John  Moore.    8vo.  pp.  ment  suppose  that  any  of  the  indivi* 

*^-  duals  who  thus  perished  through  lack 

This  essay  is  written,  the  author  in-  ^^  ^^   ^^^j^  ^^^^^  ^j^^^^  fate.-cer- 

forms  us,  "  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  ^  .  ,      '        ,.          .i_  •            J         j 

by  the  consideration  of  the  'structure  ^"'y  "«>^-    "  ^^  ^""'  poverty,  and 

and    physiology   of  the    lungs,'   the  not  their  will,  which  consigned  them 

•  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness  of  God  to  the  dark  and  silent  grave. 

as    revealed   and   declared   in    Holy  ^^^  ^  ^^le  hapless  attorney   ovei 

Wnt;'  and  though  the  conformaUon  ,                                _,    - 

and  office  of  each  and  every  portion  of  ^^"^^  «>n>fie  a  coroner's  jury  was  em- 

the  human  frame  be  capable  of  afford-  pannelled  no  later  than  Friday   last, 

ing  proofs  of  these,  there  can  be  none  The  deceased,  although  surrounded  by 

better  calculated  to  evince  them  than  pi^^ty  during  his  sojourn  here  on  earth, 

good    quality  of  which    depend    the  inanition  through  starvation— a  victim 

maintenance  and  the  due  performance  to  one  of  the  most  contemptible  sys- 

of  all  the  other  functions  of  the  body."  ^ems  of  quackery  ever  palmed  upon 

^'  The  author  tieats,  first,  of  the  varia-  ^^,^^'  '^gnor^riU  or  credulous  man. 

ble  structure  of  the  respiratory  appa-  Le^  a«  bnefly  consider  the  facts  of 

ratus  in  different  classes  of  animals ;  the  case.     A  patient,  aged  29,  is  laid 

the  characteristics  of  the  human  lungs,  up  ^jth  fever  brought  on  by  influenza, 

their  anatomical  relation,  development,  ^^^i^   shortly  before  beenin  very  good 

the  phenomena  of  respiraUon.     The  °          ■[                      .     ./*.., 

second  part  of  the  Essay,  occupying  health.     Although  quite  tn  Au  right 

about  thirty  pages,  is  devoted  to  natursd  iemetj  and  not  betraying  any  thing 

theology,  and  is  well  suited  to  the  strange  in  his  manner,  he  sends  for  a 

Christian  student.  homoeopathic  doctor,  who  attends  him 

Five  hthogniphic  plates  are  appended  .„        *^,.      ,    .      '   _             /^    *. 

in  elucidation  oT  the  pulmonic  textures.  l»"  "^^^  dissolution.    By  way  of  treat- 

-^^  men t,  powders  are  administered  at  dif- 
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ferent  times — minute  doses  of  sugar  of  of  white  rag  in  his  mouth,  which  he 

milk ;  for  the  most  refined  act  of  che-  chewed  to  excite  the  salivary  glands, 

mistry,  while  it  can  reveal  the  presence  and  relieve  his  thirst.    There  was  na 

of  the  500,000th  part  of  a  grain  of  ar-  ulceration  of  his  throat,  and  his  skin 

senic,  has  failed  to  detect  aught  in  the  was  rather  below  the  ordinary  tempe* 

globules  of  homosopathy  save  sugar  of  rature.     His  feet   were   rather    cold. 

milk.    The  regimen  enjoined  is  water  There    was    heemorrhage    frooi     the 

— nothing  else ;  and  during  ten  conse-  bowels,  and  a  great  quantity  of  blood 

cutive  days,  when  in  a  weak  and  sink-  had  been  lost."  .  ..."  He  thought  his 

ing  state,  his  lips  remained  sealed  to  state  one  of  extreme  danger."     A  ge- 

every  thing  but  cold  water.    Eventu-  neral  practitioner,  whose  co-operatioa 

ally     it    was    qualified    by    a    frag-  had  been  required  at  the  sanoe  time^ 

ment  of  toast,  but  the  latter  he  dared  corroborated  the  above  testimony,  and 

not  touch.  stated  that  the  bleeding  did  not  ceaae 

The  homoeopathic  doctor,  on  being  till  a  short  time  before  the  patient  died, 

questioned  by  an  anxious  friend  as  to  namely,  the  fourth  day  of  their  attend- 

the  nature  of  the  patient's  malady,  ob-  ance. 

served  that  "  his  complaint  was  alto-       The  blood,  which  kept  oozing  away, 

gether  very  simple."     It  did  not  prove  seemed  attenuated,  deficient  in  fibrin, 

so  in  the  sequel.    By  the  eleventh  day  precisely  as  in  the  instance  of  purpura 

extensive  hsemorrhage  from  the  bowels  hemorrhagica.     On  cadaveric  inspec- 

supervened ;  and  when  the  sick-nurse  tion  the  brain  presented  some  scarlet 

begged  permission  to  give  the  man,  puncta;    the  chest  was  fully  formed, 

prostrate    by    starvation  and  loss  of  but  there  were  adhesions  of  both  lungs, 

blood,  a  little  nourishment,  the  doctor  and  about  eight  firm  solid  tubercles, 

condescendingly  said,  "  she  might  give  about  the  size  of  peas,  in  a  perfectly 

him  a  teaspoonful  of  beef-tea  or  two  quiescent  state,  distributed  through  the 

at  that  time.''    On  swallowing  this  he  upper  part  of  each  lung.     There  were 

exclaimed,  '*  Oh,  does  it  not  relish  I"  ulcers  in  the  lower  part  of  the  ileum. 

He  had  previously  got  by  stealth  some  and  in  the  coecum.    No  trace  of  iat 

thin  barley  water,  which  he  equally  could  be  found,  except  about  the  heart. 

relished,  but  requested  that  the  jug  The  medical  men  arrived  at  the  con- 

might  be  hidden,  lest  the  doctor  should  elusion,  that  death  had  been  caused  by 

see  it.  heemorrhage. 

The  friends  of  the  patient,  on  being.       The  jury,  while  framing  their  verdict 

apprised  of  his  alarming  condition  at  accordingly,  could  not  *'  refrain  from 

the  above  period,  called  in  a  regular  expressing  the  strongest  feelings  of  dis- 

physician  of  eminence.    This  gentle-  gust  and    indignation   at   hearing  it 

man,  on  examining  the  patient,  found  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  murses 

his  head  free  from  fever  or  heat.    The  that  the  afflicted  gentleman  had  been 

chest  "  was  tolerably  healthy ;    there  cruelly  exposed  to  a  system  of  starva- 

was  no  active  disease  of  the  heart  or  ^ion  while  in  the  state  of  the  most  ex* 

thoracic  viscera.     The  abdomen  was  treme  debility,  during  at  least  ten  days 

flat,  and  so  much  drawn  back  towards  previous  to  his  death,  behaving,  during 

the  spine,  that  it  would  hold  water  like  that  long  time,  been  allowed  nothing 

a  small  basin.     The  tongue  was  very  but  cold  water,  by  the  advice  of  his 

clean ;  in  fact,  most  unusually  so.    His  medical    attendant."       The   Coroner 

pulse  was  about  88  or  90,  but  was  ex-  fully  concurred  in  the  verdict, 
tremely  feeble.    Witness  found  a  piece        In  this  course  they  were  fully  justl- 
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ficd,  inasmuch  as  the  Registrar-General  diet,  and  the  greatest  benefit  is  often 

has  lately  recommended  that  juries  be  obtained    from    a   regimen    restricted 

instructed  to   announce  with  greater  entirely   to   farinaceous  articles   and 

minuteness  than  at  present  the  cause    milk*."  

of  death ;  "recording  °>ore in  detail  the  ^^^^^^^  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

nature  of  the  injuiy,  and  the  circim.  ^^  EDINBURGH. 

stances  under  whch  ti  happened  .  ^^^  ^^^^^^.^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^ 

The  above  disclosure  will,  we  trust.de-  ^^^^^^^^^    undertaking  — the   Medical 

monstrate  to  the  public  the  danger  and  Missionary  Society  orKdinburgh.  The 

absurdity  of  homoeopathic   quackery,  objects  of  this  association  are  to  circu- 

Nothing  could  have  been  fairer  or  ;?^^i"^^/'^^^'^"  °^.i^^,^"^i^^^?^?^^^^ 
x^uuiiug  ^.^^1  Missions,  to  aid  other  institutions 

more  unbiassed  than  the  conduct  of  ttie    ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^ork,  and  to 

medical  men  on  this  occasion.    They  render  assistance  at  Missionary  sta- 

confined  themselves  to  a  bare  narrative  tions  to  as  many  professional  agents 

of    facts,    without    promulging    any  as  the  funds  placed  at  Us  dUposal  will 

.  *  ,,  .!_.  ^  *  *.u^i..»„  permit.  All  persons  contributing  not 
opinion.  Upon  this  statement  the  jury  feg^  ii^^^  fi^g  shillings  a  year  are  mem- 
rested  their  verdict.  The  expression  ^^^  Through  the  united  instrumen- 
of  censure  is  a  distinct  proposition,  de-  tality  of  Dr.  Parker,  of  Canton,  and  the 
duced  from  the  evidence  of  the  nurses,  late  Dr.  Abercrombie,  a  committee  was 

,  .   ,,  .  I    ,  ^^„^  ^„^  formed,  whence  the  Society  onginated. 

and  is  thoroughly  borne  out,  ^^^^  '^^^  ^^  j^^.    ^^    connexion 

We  think  that,  under  proper  manage-    ^.^j^  ^j^^  Medical  Missionary  Society 

ment,  the  unfortunate  gentleman  would    in  China,  three   medical    men,  con* 

have  had  a  reasonable  chance  of  re-    stantly  employed  in  giving  their  ser- 

covery  The  amount  of  organic  dis-  ^''^f  ^^  ^^^  applicants,  irrespective  of 
covery.     luc  ttiuuuuw  wi  w  g  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  others  are  resi- 

ease  was  inconsiderable.  There  were,  ^^^t  in  Persia.  Dr.  Beilby  is  Presi- 
it  is  true,  ulcers  on  the  surface  of  the  dent,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Chalmers,  with 
bowel.    But  are  ulcers  in  that  situa-    Dr.  Alison,  are  Vice-Presidents. 

tion  necessarily  mortal  ?  by  no  means,  rqYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL 

Every  practitioner  in  the  habit  of  fre^  SOCIETY 

quenting  the  dead-house  must  have  i^.e.d.y,M«chiia.  184S. 

witnessed  example  of  cicatnces  upon  ^^  chambers,  Pmideut,  in  the  Clair. 

the  mucous  membrane,  denoting  the  

pre-existence  of  ulceration,  where  the  Thb  Society  was  crowded  to  excess  this 

subject  died  of  some  o'her  malady  -t^nel^XSir/ent  '"'^"°° 

The  presence  of  a  few  isolated  dormant  ^^  Chambers  on  taking  the  Chair,  briefly 

tubercles  in  the  lungs  is  of  trivial  im-  addressed  the  Meeting.     He  thanked  them 

port.     Under  such  circumstances  the  most  sincerely  for  the  honour  they  had  done 

'^      .             .                   •  I.A1.  him  melectrng him  their  President, an honoor 

respiratory  function  might  have  gone  on  ^^^.^^  j^^  regarded  as  the  greater,  insomuch 

unimpaired  for  a  long  series  of  years,  as  he  had  really  done  nothing  for  the  Society, 

taking  into  account  that  all  the  other  he  therefore  viewed  it  as  the  result  of  personal 

_j  esteem  and  regard. 

Viscera  were  sound.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  however,  he 

It  was  assuredly  the  bounden  duty  of    could  assure  them  was  the  result  of  the 
the  medical  attendant   to  have  sup-    pressure  of  his  ordinary  occupations,  occu- 

ported  the  patient's  strength  by  bUnd    ru^iTthrco"ord  SS^nt"  Thlpr 

nutriment,  instead  of  letting  him  sink    ^^^  ^f  these  occupations  had  weighed  upon 

from  inanition.      In  such  cases,  says    a  constitution  never  ?cry  robust,  and  had 

Dr.  Abercrombie,  "  much  depends  dpon    P^5*^"«^*l  \^l^f  ?  of  formidable  attacks  which 

I  r  Mr         had  precluded  him  from  jommg  m  the  trans- 

*  Sixth  Annual  Report,  p.  25.  «  Diseases  of  the  Abdominal  Viscera,  p.  388. 
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actions  of  those  literary  and  professional  there  certainly  was  a  stmctore  capable  of 
associations  from  which  he  might  have  ezpe-  enlargement  by  the  distension  of  its  v«aseU 
rienced  both  satisfaction  and  improvement,  and  ci-lls ;  and  assuming  these  to  have  been 
He  requested  the  indulgence  of  the  Society  continuous  with  the  surronnding  arteri«^, 
in  any  deficiency  he  might,  as  their  Presi-  the  rush  of  blood  into  this  stractnre  mif^bt 
dent,  exhibit,  but  assured  them  that  he  never  give  to  the  whole  mass  a  pulsation  resem- 
could  be  deficient  in  his  desire  to  benefit  the  bling  that  of  aneurism.  Two  cases  are  re- 
Society,  lated,  in  which  the  pulsation  of  tbe  tataor 

was  ascribed  to  a  similar  cause.     In  ooe 

On  the  PuUating  Tumor*  qf  Bone,  with  communicated  to  the  author  by  Mr.  Jobn 

the  accGunt  qf  a  ease  in  which  a  ligature  Lawrence,  Jun.  the  tumor,  originating  in  tbe 

was  placed    around  the  common  iliae  ,ipper  part  of  the  femur,  was  more  of  a  re- 

arttry.     By  Edward  Stanley,  F.RS.  Utinous  than  encepbaloid  character,  and  ita 

Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  gelatinous  tissue  formed  more  than  one  half 

The  author  remarks  that  there  are  three  its  bulk.     The  other,  which  was  fcrnishcd 

distinct  sources  of  pulsation  in  the  tumors  by  Mr.  I  uke,  of  the  London  Hospital,  was 

of  bone — 1,  the  proximity  of  the  tumor  to  a  tumor  of  the  lower  part  of  tbe  femar,  and, 

a  large  artery  \  2,  the  development  of  blood-  in  consequence  of  suspicion  of  aneurism ,  tbe 

vessels  and  blood-cells,  constituting  a  sort  femoral  artery  was  tied.     Tbe  Umb  wstt  anb- 

of  erectile  tissue  within  the  tumor ;  3,  tbe  sequently  amputated,  when  the  tamor  was 

enlargement  of  the  arteries  of  the  bone  in  found  to  consist  of  cells  of  rarying  sise^sotDo 

which  the  tumor  has  arisen.    Proximity  to  of  the  largest  being  about  an  incb  in  cUa- 

a  large  artery  is  the  most  frequent  source  of  meter,  and  they  were  filled  with  blood, 

pulsation  in  these  tumors,  of  which  six  ex-  '    Of  pulsation  in  tbe  tumor  of  bone  depcn- 

amples  are  brought  forward.  Three  occurred  dent  on  the  enlargement  of  the  arteries  oi 

at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.     In  one  of  the  osseous  tissue,  several  cases  are  referred 

them,  an  encepbaloid  tumor  originating  in  to;  one  related  by  Dupuytren,  the  others  by 

the  humerus,  the  ligature  of  the  subclavian  Pelletan. 

was  recommended,  but  not  assented  to  by        One  circumstance  in  the  history  of  tbeae 
the  patient.    In  another,it  was  agreed  in  con-  different  forms  of  pulsadng  tumor  is  espe- 
saltation  that  sufficient  ground  existed  for  be-  cially  noticed  by  the  author,  as  it  appears 
lieving  the  tumor  to  be  a  popliteal  aneurism,  to  have  a  material  influence  on  the  prodnc^ 
and  accordingly  the  femoral  artery  was  tied  tion  of  pulsation  in  them, — this  is,  the  deo- 
in  the  middle  of  the  thigh.     The  tumor  con-  aity  and  resistance  of  the  immediate  invest- 
sisted  of  a  compound  of  soft  fibrous  and  ments  of  the  tumor.    He  adds,  that  it  may 
dense  osseous  tissue,  the  latter  situated  deeply  be  doubted   whether  any  of   these  tumors 
and  extending  around  the  femur,  in  which  it  would  pulsate  without  the  resistance  derired 
*  appeared  to  have  originated.     Of  the  other  in  one  or  other  direction  from  the  bone  or 
three  cases,  two  were  communicated  by  Mr.  its  coverings.    A  tumor  originating  in  soft 
Hodgson,  of  Birmingham,  and  the  third  by  parts,  and  unconnected  with  any  bone,  but 
Mr.  Lawrence.    The  latter  is  already  re-  situated  close  to  a  large  artery,  and  confined 
corded  in  the  1 7th  volume  of  the  Transac-  within  resisting   structures,   and  thus  ap. 
tions  of  the  Society.     There  are  six  examples  proximating  in  its  conditions  to  the  pulsating 
of  pulsating  tumors,  differing  in  their  nature  tumor  of  bone,  may,  like  it,  pulsate  in  a 
and  originating  in  different  tones,  but  agree-  manner  to  be  mistaken  for  aneurism.     An 
ing  in  the  circumstance  that  no  other  source  example  is  given  of  a  man  admitted  into  St. 
of  pulsation  was  discoyerable  in  them  than  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  under  the  care  of 
the  contiguity  of  large  arteries.     To  the  same  Mr.  Earle,  with  a  pulsating  tumor  below  the 
class  of  cases  the  author  considers  that  the  left  clavicle,  whicii  presented  all  the  appear- 
important  one  related  by  Mr.  Guthrie  be-  anoes  of  aneurism,  and  accordingly  a  ligature 
longs,  in  which  a  medullaty  tumor  about  as  was  placed  around  the  subclavian  artery. 
large  as  an  adult  head,  situated  upon  the  ^he  tumor  subsided  sufficiently  to  confirm 
right  nates  of  a  female,  presented  so  deci-  the  opinion  entertained  of  its  lusture,  and 
dedly  the  characters  of  aneurism,  that  it  was  the  patient  was  discharged.    Six  years  after- 
believed  to  be  so  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  wards  he  was  again  admitted  with  geneial 
other  experienced  surgeons  who  were  con-  derangement  of  the  health,  from  which  be 
suited  upon  the  case,  and  accordingly  a  liga-  sunk.     On  dissection,   the  axillary  artery 
ture  was  placed  around  the  common  iliac  presented  no  indication  of  having  been  the 
artery.  seat  of  aneurism.    Immediately  behind  the 
On  the  subject  of  pulsation  in  the  tumors  artery  was  a  solid  tumor,  which  had  origi- 
of  bone  dependent  on  the  development  of  nated  in  the  sheath  of  a  larige  nerve, 
blood-vessels  and  blood-cells,  forming  a  sort        After  some  observations  tending  to  show 
of  erectile  tissue  within    the  tumor,   Mr.  the  little  value  to  be  attached  to  the  preseuoe 
Stanley  remarks,  that  in  the  case  of  recent  of  be)lo\vs-sound  in  the  diagnosis  between 
occurrence  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  aneurism  and  the  pulsating  tumor  of  bone, 
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the  author  proceeds  to  reUite  the  cage  of  idendcal  in  stmctare  with  the  tumor  in  the 

pulaating  tamor  of  the  iliam  which  has  re-  pelvis. 

oently  occnrred  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Host  This  paper  is  concluded  by  some  remarks 

pital,  in  which  a,  ligature  was  placed  around  on  the  operation  of  tying  the  common  iliac, 

the  common  iliac  artery.    The  patient,  a  or  the  external  iliac  near  its  origin,  tending 

man,  aged  42,  had  on  the  inner  side  of  the  to  show  that  with  the  least  risk  of  injury  to 

right  upper  arm,  a  tumor  about  the  sise  of  the  peritoneum,  the  readiest  mode  of  reach- 

a  small  orange,  very  loosely  connected  with  ing  these  vessels  must  be  by  an  incision 

the  surrounding  structures,  free  from  pain,  through  the  posterior  part  of  the  abdominal 

and^  without  pulsation.     This  tumor  was  parietes, 
first  observed  about  ten  years  ago,  and  during 

the  last  three  years  it  had  ceased  to  grow.  Mr.  Toynbee  briefly  referred  to  a  ease  he 
The  pulsating  tumor  of  the  pelvis  had  its  had  lately  dissected  of  a  young  man  who  had 
chief  attacltment  to  the  left  ilium,  and  pro*  died  of  consumption  at  the  age  of  19.    The 
jected  from  both  surfaces  of  the  bone.     It  patient  had  a  pulsating  tumor  of  bone  differ- 
reached  downwards  tx>  Poupart's  ligament,  ing  from  Mr.  Stanley's  cases,  inasmuch  as 
and  to  the  e&tent  of  about  three  inches  into  it  was  almost  entirely  composed  of  blood* 
the  abdomen.     It  felt  moderately  firm,  and  vessels,  and    contained   no  cells  or  other 
a  little  below  the  crista,  near  the  anterior  structure.     It  was  situated  at  the  point  of 
superior  spine,  a  small  moveable  piece  of  ossification  of  the  parietal  bones, 
bone  was  discovered  apparently  involved  in  Mr.  Ferguson  regarded  the  paper  of  Mr. 
the  tumor.     Every  where  within  reach  of  Stanley  with  much  interest.     It  shewed  the 
the  fingers  the  tumor  pulsated,  not  with  a  great  difficulty  which  experienced  surgeons 
thrill  or  vibration,  but  with  the  deep  heavy  might  encounter  in   deciding  on  the  true 
beat  of  aneurism.     By  the  ear  resting  against  nature  of  certain  kinds  of  tumors  connected 
the  abdominal  parietes,  a  bellows-sound  was  with  the  pelvic  region.     He  had  seen  several 
plainly  recognised.    After  a  minute  descrip-  cases  similar  to  those  brought  under  notice 
tion  of  the  local  features  and  constitutional  by  the  paper.    Two  of  these  cases  had  been 
phenomena  of  the  disease,  the  author  oh-  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Syme,  of  Edinburgh, 
serves,  that  in  deciding  on  the  nature  and  and  illustrated  the  diagnosis  of  these  cases, 
treatment  of  the  case,  the  following  points  even   to    experienced  and   able   surgeons, 
were  involved — was  this  pulsating  tumor  an  These  cases  occurred  during  his  (Mr.  Fer- 
aneurism  ?  and  if  so,  from  what  artery  had  guson's)  connection  with  £be  Royal  Infir- 
it  arisen ;   or  was  it  one  of  the  pulsating  mary,  and  he  had  consequently  had  an  op- 
tumors  of  bone  ?      He  then  states  the  argu-  portunity  of  seeing  them.     Mr.  Syme  had 
ments  which,  in  consultation,  led  to  a  pre-  published  them  in  his  Clinical  Reports.     In 
ponderance  of  opinion  in  favour  of  this  one  of  these  cases  there  was  a  swelling  in  the 
tumor  being  an  aneurisn..     In  the  uncer-  situation  of  the  external  iliac  artery,  which 
tainty  respecting  the  origin  of  the  supposed  was  considered  to  be  aneurismal ;  other  sur- 
aneurism  from  the  external  or  internal  iliac  geons,  however,  were  of  a  different  opinion, 
artery,  the  decision  would  obviously  be  that  Mr.  Syme,  however,  acting  chiefly  on  his 
the  common  iliac  should  be  tied,  and  the  own  responsibility,  determined  upon  placing 
man  having  decidedly  expressed  his  feeling  a  ligature  high  up  on  the  external  iliac,  or 
in  favour  of  submitting  to  the  operation,  the  on  the  common  iliac  artery,  as  might  seem 
author  considered  it  his  duty  to  undertake  it.  advisable.      On  completing    the  incisions 
The  operation  was  performed  on  Monday,  through  the  abdominal  parietes,  it  was  dis* 
the  27th  of  Jan.    The  case  proceeded  fa-  covered  that  the  tumor  was  not  an  aneurism ; 
vourably  to  the  middle  of  the  second  day,  it  was  nevertheless  removed,  and  the  patient 
when  symptoms  of  peritonitis  ensued,  and  sunk  a  few  days  after  the  operation.     It  was 
he  sunk  on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  then  discovered  that  tumors  of  a  similar  kind 
from  the  operation.   On  examining  the  body,  were  situated  in   various  parts  along  the 
the  efiects  of  peritonitis  were  observed  in  course  of  the  chief  arterial  vessels ;   they 
the  deeper  parts  and  left  side  of  the  abdo-  were  smaller  in  size  than  that  removed,  but 
men.     In  the  wall  of  the  left  ventricle  of  the  it  was  evident  they  owed  any  pulsation  they 
heart  there  was  a  medullary  tumor  about  possessed  to  their  connection  with  the  arte* 
the  size  of  a  filbert.     Medullary  matter  was  ries.     In  a  second  case,  in  which  a  tumor 
found  in  the  bronchial  glands,  and  a  few  de-  was  also  situated  in  the  course  of  the  exter- 
posits  of  the  same  kind  in  the  lungs.    A  mi-  nal  iliac,  much  difference  of  opinion  existed 
nute  description  is  given  of  the  tumor  in  amongst  the  most  distinguished  surgeons  of 
the  pelvis,  which  was  connected  with  the  Edinburgh  respecting  its  true  nature.   Kven- 
ilium,  and  composed  of  a  spongy  tissue  with  tually  a  ligature  was  placed  round  the  corn- 
cells    and    convoluted   vessels    distributed  mon  iliac  artery.    The  patient  died,  and  the 
through  it.     The  tumor  in  the  arm,  which  tumor  was  found  to  be  aneurismal.     Ano- 
had  all  the  marks  of  an  innocent  structure,  ther  case,  which  had  come  under  the  obser- 
was  found,  to  the  rarprise  of  the  author,  vation  of  the  speaker,  resembled  in  many 
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points  the  caset  mentioned  by  Mr.  Stmley.  five  fcnndred ;  anci  of  tliese  we  are  to   rr- 

The  pulsation  and  the  Iruitt,  taid  to  be  member  that  many  reside  in  the  proriaocs* 

diagnostic  of  anenriam,  were  preaent ;  he,  and  consequently  derive  no  other  adTantat^e 

howereTt  reftned  to  operate.     He  was  led  to  from  the  Society  than  a  partkapation  xa  the 

this  determination  from  having  recently  be-  good  name  it  beara. 

come  acquainted  with  Mr.  (Jnthrie's  case,         Onr  library  report  oorrespooda  witli  tlie 

to  which  reference  had  been  made  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Society ;  we  k«Te 

paper.     After  death  the  tmnor  was  found  added  to  onr  collection  adoring  the  preoedfai^ 

to  be  very  similar  to  the  cases  mentioned  in  year,  203  works,  of  whieh  77  were  bj  pre- 

the  paper.     The  tamor  was  prominent  in  the  sentation,  and  the  remainder  by  purcluae. 

pelvis  both  roternally  and  externally,  and  the  Onr  reading-room,  now  stored  widi  all  the 

OS  innomhiatom  was  completely  destroyed.  Britbh   and  foreign  scientific   joaraala   of 

The  tumor  was  composed  cbiefiy  of  medal-  value,  is  proved,  by  its  osefnlneaa    to   the 

lary  matter,  clots  of  blood,  and  spicule.  Fellows,  to  be  an  important  feature  in  our 

Mr.  Nicol,  of  Inverness,  about  the  time  of  arrangements. 

the  occurrence  of  these  cases,  had  treated  a         Onr  ordinary  meetings,   it   affords    me 

tnmor  connected  with  the  upper  part  of  the  much   pleasure  to  state,  have,  daring   the 

shoulder -bones,  supposing  it  to  be  aneu-  preceding  year,  been  well  attended,  bnngiD^ 

rismal.  together  from  seventy  to  a  hundred  of  oar 

The  case  was  similar  to  one  related  by  Mr.  Fellows,  with  numerous  visitors,  man  j  (^ 

Luke,  inasmuch  as  the  tumor  had  resulted  whom  have  come  from  the  provinces^  and 

from  an  injury.    A  ligature  was  pUced  round  from  foreign  conntries. 

die  subclavian.     At  ^rst  the  operation  ap-         Our  twenty. seventh  Volume  of  papera, 

peared  successful,  but  the  patient  soon  died,  equalling  its  predecessors  in  bulk,  is,  I  ooa. 

and  the  tumor  was  found  to  be  malignant.  fidently  believe,  regarded  by  the  professioa 

— —  as  not  inferior  to  them  in  value. 
ADDREsaDKLivcREDATTHEANKiTKasAiir        Here  I  conclndc  the  enumeration  of  the 

MEETING,  HELD  MARCH  IsT,  1845,  BY  principal  incidents  fumishing  criteria  of  the 

BOWARD  8TANLET,  BSQ.  F.R.0.  PREfii-  Condition  of  the  Socicty,  and  pass  to  another 

DENT  or  THE  SOCIETT.  portiou  of  my  report,  which  will  be  regarded 

Gentlemen,— It  appears  to  be  an  expected  '"th  feelings  of  a  different  kind, 
duty  of  your  President,  now  almost  sane-        We  have  had  the  misfortune  to  loae  by 

tioned  by   time,   that  he  should,   at    this  death,  during  the  preceding  year,  the  follow, 

meeting,  briefly  set  forth  a  history  of  the  "g  Associates :— Dr.   Dalton,   Sir   Henry 

Society's    progress   during    the    preceding  Halford,  Dr.  Barlow,  of  Bath,  Dr.   Hope, 

year,  and  there  is  an  obvious  good  in  this ;  ^  Edinburgh,  Dr.  Home,  of  Edinburgh, 

it  becomes  the  means   of    informmg    the  Sir  Isaac  Wilson,  of  Bath,  and  Mr.  Tnpper, 

Fellows,  at  steted  periods,  of  the  condition  o'  London. 

of  the  Society — whether  it  is  generally  pros*        It  is  well  known  to  be  a  custom  whidi 

perous  or  otherwise,  whether,   in   all   its  has  been  long    observed  in  the  scientific 

arrangements,  the  Society  is  working  fully  societies  of  the  Continent,  that,  at  stated 

and  effectively  for  its  objects  of  advancing  periods,  the  merits  and  the  virtues  of  de- 

and  diffusing  medical  science,  and  of  pro-  ceased  associates  should  be  duly  commemo- 

moting,  as  far  as  it  can,  the  amicable  rela-  rated.     And  of  late   years  an   expectation 

tions   of  its  associates  ;    and   if  there  be  seems  to  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  the 

departments  of   the   Society   admitting  of  Fellows  of  this  Society  to  receive  something 

improvement,  this  annual  retrospect  affords  of  the  same  kind  from  tbeir  President  at 

to  the  Fellows  the  opportunity  of  consider-  these  annual  meetings.     But  in  assigning 

ing  in  what  directions  it  can  best  be  made.  such  a  task  to  the  President,  you  will,  1 

Our  new  associates  in  the  preceding  year  venture  to  say,  sometimes  place  him  in  a 

amount  to  thirty-two,  among  whom  I  notice  diffieult  and   delicate  position,  for,  in  the 

with  peculiar  pleasure  Professor  Thomas  D.  course  of  events,  it  wiU  happen  that  many 

MUller,  the  distinguished  surgeon  of  Fbila-  of  our  departed  Fellows   have  been  most 

delphia,  who,   in   offering  himself   to  our  e&tlmable  individuals,  both  in  professional 

ballot,  and  contributing  money  to  our  funds,  and  private  life,  and  yet  tbey  may  not  have 

has  afforded  substantial  proof  of  the  estima-  left  behind  them  such  durable  monuments  of 

tion  in  which  the  Medico-Chirurgical  So-  professional  skill  and  knowledge  as  would 

ciety  is  held  by  our  transatlantic  brethren.  constitute   a  befitting    eulogy   to   be  pro- 

We  have  to  regret  that,  during  the  pre-  nounced  before  the  members  of  a  learned 

reding  year,  the  following  names  have  been  Society ;    with  due  consideration,  therefore, 

removed  from   our   list — Dr.    Sutherland,  I  beg  you  will  receive  the  few  matters  of 

William  Annandale,  Esq.,  Dr.  Billing,  and  information   I   have  been  able    to    collect 

Thomas  Copeland,  E«q.  respecting  the  character  and  conduct  of  oar 

Our  total  number  of  Fellows,  exclusive  of  departed  associates  in  the  preceding  year. 
Honorary  Associates,  is  at  this  time  above       •  To  inform  you  what  the  chemical  philo- 
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soplier  bas  done  for  the  ad^anoe  of  his  shoald  ontstrip  him  in  the  race  of  discovery, 

science  requiresi  for  jaatioe  to  be  done  to  It  appears  that  the  simple  and  happy  idea 

the  subject,  that  it  should  be  treated  by  a  from   which  the  atomic  theory  originated 

chemist.     I  have  learned  just  enough  of  the  first  occurred  to  the  mind  of  Dalton  in  the 

subject  to  know  that  in  every  country  where  course  of  his  researches  on  the  solubility  of 

science  is  cultivated,  the  title  of  philosopher,  different  gases  in  water,  which  were  pub- 

in  its  highest  and  largest  sense,  is  awarded  lished  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Manchester 

to  our  departed  honorary  associate  Dalton,  Society  for  1803.     But  not  until  1808  did 

in  acknowledgment  of  his  labours  and  dis-  he  publish  his  new  views  in  the  first  volume 

ooveries  in  chemical  and  physical  science,  of  his  Chemical  Philosophy,  and  not  until 

among  which  stands  out  foremost  bis  deve-  twenty  more  years  had  elapsed  did  he  pub- 

lopment  of  the  theory  of  definite  propor-  lish  the  completion  of  his  views  in  the  third 

tions — the  foundation  of  modem  chemical  volume  of  the  same  work,  a  great  part  of 

philosophy.  '  which  had  been  printed  more  than  ten  years. 

An  instance  is  here  presented  to  us  of  the        Dr.  Dalton  occasionally  directed  his  mind 

difiiculty  with  which  new  truths  are  often  to  physiological  subjects,  and  displayed  in 

appreciated  even  by  minds  well  prepared  to  these  the  same  turn  for  experimental  inquiry, 

receive  them.     Dr.  Thomson  tells  us,  that  and  originality  of  thought,  as  in  the  subjects 

shortly  after  the  promulgation  of  Dalton's  of   chemical '  and    physical    science.     His 

views,  happening  to  dine  at  the  Royal  So-  papers  on  physiological  subjects  were  pub- 

ciety  Clob,  every  member  having  left  the  lished  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and 

room  except  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  Dr.  Wol-  Scientific  Society  of  Manchester.    They  are, 

lastcn,  and  himself,  they  occupied  an  hour  an  account  of  a  peculiarity  of  vision  in  his 

and  a  half  in  conversation  about  the  atomic  own  person,  under  the  title  of  Extraordinary 

theory,  in  order  to  convince  Davy  of  the  Facts  relating  to  the   Vision  of  Colours; 

inaccuracy  of  the  opinions  he  had  formed  of  also  papers  on  respiration  and  animal  heat ; 

it ;   but,  so  far  from  changing  his  opinions,  on   the  mechanical  effects  of  atmospheric 

he  went  away,  if  possible,  more  prejudiced  pressure  on  the  animal  frame  ;  and  on  the 

against  it  than  ever ;    and  that  soon  after-  quantity  and   chemical   elements    of   food 

wards,  Davy  meeting  Mr.  Davies  Gilbert,  compared  with  the  secretions  in  a  healthy 

amused  him  with  a  caricature  description  of  person,  founded  upon  a  series  of  experiments 

the  atomic  theory,  which  he  exhibited  in  so  which  were  chiefly  made  upon  himself.    And 

ridiculous  a  light,  that  Mr.  Gilbert  declared  it  especially  deserves  to  be  noticed  that  in 

he  was  astonished  how  any  man  of  sense  or  the  last-mentioned  he  commenced  the  line 

science  could  be  taken  in  with  such  a  tissue  of  investigation  which  has  been  recently  pur- 

of  absurdities.     But  Davy,  at  no   distant  sued  by  Professor  Liebig,  and,  I  am  autho- 

period,  became  so  complete  a  convert  to  the  rized  to  add,  without  his  being  aware  of  the 

new  views,  that  we  find  him  the  warm  eulo-  previous  observations  of  Dalton  on  the  same 

gist  of  Dalton,  in  delivering  to  him,  at  the  subject. 

Royal  Society,  the  first  of  the  Royal  medals        The  account  of  the  discovery  of  the  pecu- 

awarded  for  discoveries,  or  useful  labours  In  liarity  of  vision  in  his  own  person  is  thus 

any  department  of  science.  given  by  Dalton  : — '*  I  have  often  seriously 

Originality  and  clearness  of  thought,  Inge*  asked  a  person  whether  a  flower  was  blue  or 
nuity  of  explanation,  capacity  for  labour,  pink,  but  was  generally  considered  to  be  in 
and  power  of  generalization,  were  in  a  re-  jest.  Notwithstanding  this,  I  was  never 
markable  degree  united  in  Dalton.  But  the  convinced  of  a  peculiarity  in  my  vision  till 
beauty  of  his  mind  was  most  conspicuous  in  I  accidentally  observed  the  colours  of  the 
the  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  his  devotion  flower  of  the  geranium  zonale  by  candle- 
to  science,  independent  of  worldly  considers-  light.  The  flower  was  pink,  but  it  appeared 
tions  ;  and  in  Jthe  early  part  of  his  career,  to  me  almost  an  exact  sky-blue  by  day ;  in 
with  a  very  small  share  of  worldly  pros-  candle-light,  however,  it  was  astonishingly 
perity — for  it  is  known  that  he  resorted  to  changed,  not  having  then  any  blue  tint,  but 
the  lowly  occupation  of  teaching  others  to  being  what  I  called  red.  Not  then  doubtiag 
write  as  the  means  of  providing  his  own  sub-  but  that  the  change  of  colour  would  be  equal 
gistenoe,  and,  at  a  later  period,  gave  lessons  to  all,  I  requested  some  of  my  friends  to 
in  mathematics  and  natural  philosophy  at  observe  the  phenomenon,  when  I  was  sur- 
the  charge  of  eighteenpence  an  hour.  And  prised  to  find  they  all  agreed  that  the  colour 
it  was  at  the  time  of  falfilling  these  humble  was  not  materially  different  from  what  it  was 
duties  that  Dalton  commenced  those  inves-  by  daylight,  except  my  brother,  who  saw  it 
tigations  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  in  the  same  light  as  myself.  This  observa- 
laws  upon  which  the  whole  system  of  modem  tion  clearly  proved  that  my  vision  was  not 
diemistry  is  based.  Following  him  through  like  that  of  other  persons.''  *  *  '*  Re- 
a  later  period  of  his  career,  we  find  him  fleeting  on  these  facts,"  continues  Dr.  Dal- 
displaying  the  same  greatness  of  character  ton,  "  it  appears  almost  beyond  a  doubt  that 
in  the  little  anxiety  he  manifested  lest  others  one  of  the  humours  of  my  eye  is  a  coloured 
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medium,  probably  some  modification  of  bine,  as  on  the  day  of  his  interment ;   there 

1   suppose,"   he  adds,   **  it    must   be  the  general   suspension   of   business,  and    the 

yitreous  humour,  otherwise  I  apprehend  it  assembled  thousands  behayed  with  the   ut- 

might  be  discovered  by  inspection  of  the  most  decorum  as  the  long  cavalcade  pasaed 

eye,  which  has  not  been  done."  through  them  to  accompany  his  remains  to 

After  his  decease,  these  interesting  obser-  their  last  resting-place.     Many,  probably  a 

▼ations,  and  the  point  which  had  been  left  large   majority,   could  not  understand   the 

for  inquiry,  were  not  forgotten.     In  obe>  meaning  of  the  ceremony,  but  they  knew  it 

dience  to  the  directions  of  Dalton,  an  ex-  was  in  honour  of  a  great  and  good  man,  mod 

amination  of  his  eyes  was   made   by  Mr.  one  of  humble  birth." 

Ransome,  and  his  colleague  Mr.  Wilson,  of        So  completely  have  the  public  joumala 

the    Manchester   Infirmary,   and  with  the  anticipated  me  in  the  details  of  the  profes- 

following  account  of  which  Mr.  Ranhome  sional  career  of  Sir  Henry  tialford,  that  the 

has  very  obligingly  furnished  me.  repetition  of  these  would  be  a  needless  occu- 

**  On  the  cornea  appeared  the  usual  arcus  pation  of  your  time.     Sufficient,  therefore, 

senilis,  but  its  centre  was  perfectly  trans-  it  will  be  for  me  to  touch  on  those  consti* 

§arent,  and  free  from  any  tinge  of  colour,  tuents  of  his  character  which  so  wonderfully 

'he aqueous  humour,  received  from  a  punc-  wdn  for  him  the  patronage  and  confidence 

tufe  of  the  cornea  into  a  watch-glass,  was  of  the  aristocracy,  not  of  birth  alone,  but  of 

viewed  by  reflected  and  transmitted  light,  the  higher  order,  the  aristocracy  of  intellect ; 

and  found  to  be  perfectly  pellucid  and  free  for,  be  it  remembered,  that   Halford,    the 

from  colour.    The  vitreous  humour,  with  confidential  medical  adviser  of  three  £nglish 

its  hyaloid  membrane,  was  also  perfectly  Sovereigns,  was  also  the  physician,  and  the 

colourless.     The  crystalline  lens  was  amber-  literary  correspondent,  of  a  lai^  proportion 

coloured,  as  usual  in  old  persons.    A  vertical  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  his  time. 

section  at  right  angles  to  the  axis  was  made  It  is  well  known  that  he  established  the 

in  the  other  eye,  without  disturbing  the  evening  meetings  at  the  College  of  Physi- 

position  of  the  crystalline,  &c.,  and  through  cians,  and  mainly  supported  them  for  several 

this  portion  of  the  eye,  laid  horizontally,  years  by  the  productions  of  his  pen,  after- 

some  of  the  colours  were  examined  which  wards  published  as  essays  and  orations ;  it  is 

Dalton  had  been  unable  to  distinguish,  par-  also  known  that  he  twice  delivered  the  Har- 

ticularly  red  and  green,  with,  Mr.  Ransome  veian  Oration,  and  that  in  the  year  preceding 

states,    no    appreciable    difference    to    his  his  death,   he  presided  in  this  room  at  a 

vision.     These  results  were  transmitted  to  meeting  of  the  pr(  fession,  conyened  for  the 

Sir.  David  Brewster,  who  visited  Mr.  Ran-  object  of  establishing  the  Sydenham  Society, 

some  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  eyes,  These  are  so  many  proofs  of  Halford's  pro- 

and  they  agreed  that  the  imperfection  arose  fessional  jecaI,  that,   when  viewed  in  con- 

from  some  deficient  sensorial  power  rather  junction   with   the  ability  he  displayed  in 

than  from  any  peculiarity  in  the  eye  itself.  every  thing  he  undertook,  they  afford  some 

I  read,  and  I  am  sure  the  Fellows  of  the  help  to  an  explanation  of  the  reputation  he 

Society  will  hear,  with  pleasure,  the  con-  enjoyed.     It  has  been  stated  that  Halford  as 

elusion  of  the  communication  which  Mr.  much  surpassed  his  eminent  ootemporary, 

Hansome  has  been  so  kind  as  to  favour  me.  Baillie,  in  the  power  of  promptiy  minister- 

"  As  a  man,  a  member  of  society,  apart  ing  to  the  relief  of  symptoms,  as  did  Baillie 
from  his  position  as  a  philosopher,  the  cha-  surpass  him  in  anatomical  and  pathological 
racter  of  Dalton  was  almost  perfect.  Simple,  knowledge,  the  only  sure  ground  of  diag- 
warm-hearted,  unassuming,  temperate,  and  nosis  in  disease ;  and,  yet,  if  Halford  was 
truthful,  he  could  unbend  from  his  scientific  thus  remarkably  apt  in  the  suggestion  of  re- 
contemplations,  and  accommodate  himself  medies,  this  must  have  been  no  unimpor- 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  moment,  par-  tant  element  in  his  success.  Halford,  at  the 
ticularly  in  the  social  circles  of  his  intimate  commencement  of  bis  career  in  London,  was 
friends,  when  it  could  be  discovered  that  the  appointed  physician  to  the  Middlesex  Uos- 
grave  philosopher  had  a  fund  of  sly  humour,  piUl,  but  within  the  short  period  of  seven 
and  aptitude  for  enjoyment  quite  unexpected,  years,  he  rose  so  rapidly  into  practice  that 
Though  he  never  sought  distinction,  and  to  remain  in  this  office  was  no  longer  an 
passed  two-thirds  of  his  life  without  due  object  of  his  desire;  he  resigned  it,  and, 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  his  labours,  he  from  this  time,  was  so  thoroughly  engrossed 
was  not  indifferent  to  the  honours  which,  in  by  the  engagements  of  private  practice  and 
his  latter  years,  were  heaped  upon  him.  general  society,  in  which  he  largely  mixed, 
His  face  beamed  with  modest  pleasure  when,  that  he  indeed  "  had  no  unwelcome  leisure 
at  the  Manchester  meeting  of  the  British  to  employ  in  writing  books  on  physic.*' 
Association,  he  received  the  homage  of  the  The  fulness  and  the  overflowings  of  his 
assembled  pliilosophers."  mind  were  almost  wholly  upon  his  Cavourite 

Mr.    Ransome  further  informs  us  that  classical  and  literary  subjects ;  we  must  not 

"  Manchester  never  presented  such  a  scene  therefore  be  surprised  to  find  that,  as  a 
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trustee  to  Rugby  School,  and  greatly  to  hi»  which  he  was  for  so  long  a  period  engaged 
credit,  he  actively  promoted  the  election  of  iu  teaching,  yet  the  notice  of  him  by  his 
Arnold  to  the  head-mastership,  as  we  are  cotemporaries  is  in  the  highest  degree  re- 
told in  the  life  and  correspondence  of  that  spectlul,  for  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  was 
emineni  individual.  If  Ualford  had,  as  a  most  zealous  teaclier,  that  no  Professor 
Heberden,  and  other  '  distinguished  phy-  in  the  University  took  more  pains  in  the 
sicians,  have  done,  recorded  more  of  obsitr-  preparation  of  his  lectures,  and  it  is  added, 
vation  and  commentary  on  the  treatment  of  that  in  private  life  he  was  held  in  much 
disease,  his  claims  upon  our  gratitude  would  esteem. 

have  been  greater ;   but  still  he  was  a  bene-        With  Mr.  Tupper  I  had  not  the  pleasure 

factor  to  his  profession,  contributing  largely  of  a  personal  acquaintance,  but  I  know  that 

as  he  did,  by  his  association  with  the  great  he  was  much  respected  for  the  soundness  of 

and  the  learned  of  his  time,  to  maintain  for  his  practical  knowledge,  that  the  uprightness 

the  medical  profession  that  station  in  general  of  bis  conduct,  simplicity  of  his  manners, 

society  which  does  not,  iu  the  same  degree,  and  amiability  of  his  feelings,  gained  for  him 

belong  to  it  in  any  o:her  country  as  it  does  the  warm  attachment  of  a  large  circle   of 

in  our  own.  fi  lends. 

Dr.  Barlow  was  a  distinguished  physician        Before  I  quit  this  chair,  one  more  pleas- 

at  Buth,  for  nearly  forty  years.     One  who  ing  duty  remains  for  me — to  acknowledge 

states,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  that  he  was  with  qnfeigned  sincerity  the  unvaried  cour- 

long  and   intimately  acquainted  with   Dr.  teousness  and  indulgent  consideration  which 

Barlow,  has  recorded  of  him  that  **  he  cul-  I  have  received  from   the  Fellows  of  the 

tivated  medical  science  with  zeal  and  assi-  Society  through  the  period  of  my  Presi- 

duity ;  that  his  exertions  were  not  limited  to  dency  ;  to  acknowledge  besides,  the  kind  and 

objects  connected  with  his  profession  ;  that  willing   assistance   rendered   to   me  in  the 

he  was  the  zealous  and  eloquent  advocate  of  diccharge  of  its  duties  by  the  members  of 

every  project  that  was  calculated  to  extend  the  Council,  and  espedaliy  by  my  friends, 

knowledge,' promote  humanity,   or  in  any  the  Secretaries.      In  perfect  truth,   I  can 

way  to  be  useful   to  his  fellow-creatures ;  state  that  the  recollection  of  the  occupancy 

that  his  benevolent  feelings  led  him  to  sup-  of  the  Chair  of  the  President  of  the  Royal 

port  with  his  pen,  his  purse,  and  his  per-  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society  will  ever 

^pnal  exertions,  every  object  of  ]>ublic  cha-  be  associated  in  my  mind  with  the  feeling, 

rity  and  utility.'*     Such  an  amount  of  worth  that,  whilst  it  has  been  the  most  dignified 

in  a  departed  Associate  deserves  honourable  period,  it  has  been,  at  the  same  time,  one  of 

mention  from  the  chair  of  this  Society.  the  happiest  portions  of  my  professional 

Dr.  Thomas  Hope  commenced  his  public  life.      My    gratitude  for  the  honour  and 

career  as  the  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  the  kindness  which  I  have  here   received. 

University  of  Glasgow,    then    he  became  will,   I   trust,   be  manifested  by  cordially 

Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  same  Univer-  uniting  with  you,  gentlemen,  in  the  support 

sity,  and  was  afterwards  trarsferred  to  the  of  our  Society,  which  I  firmly   believe  to 

chair  of  chemistry   in   the    University  of  be  inseparably  associated  with  the  respecta- 

Edinburgh,   which  he  occupied  for  nearly  bility    and   the  scientific  character  of  our 

half  a  century.     He  enjoyed  the  highest  re-  profession. 

putation  as  a  lecturer ;  bis  theatre  was  for  _^ 

many  years  crowded  with  pupils  attracted 

by  the  eloquence  of  his  discourses,  by  the       EARLY    APPLICATION    OF   THE 

completeness  with  which  he  Uught  the  sci-  CHILD  TO  THE  BREAST. 

ence    of  ohemistry,   but  especially  by  the  ...^ 

remarkable  neatness  and  success  of  his  ex-         «.   jt    rjM       nt.    \r  j-    7^      *, 

pcrimental  iUustrations  5  but  it  does  not  ap-         ^  '^«  ^^»'«'-  «/  '*«  ^''''<^«'  ^«^^"*- 

pear  that  he  made  any  discoveries  in  his  Sir, 

favourite  sdenoe.     His  only  publication  I  In  your  number  for  28th  February  last,  I 

believe   to  have  been,    "  An  Account  of  a  find  the  following  extract  from  a  recently 

Mineral  from  Strontian,  and  of  a  peculiar  published  work  of  Dr.  Marshall  Hall,  on 

species  of  earth  which  it  contains,''  resd  the  propriety  of  an  early  application  of  the 

before  the  Royal  Society,  in  the  year  1793,  child  to  the  breast  :— 

and  recorded  in  their  Transactions.  **  I  do  not  pretend,  in  the  above  proposl- 

Dr.  James  Home  occupied  a  Professor-  tion,  to  have  advanced  anything  new ;  but, 

ship  in  the  University  of  Eklinburgh  up-  in  proposing  such  promptitude,    perseve- 

wards  of  forty  years,  first  in  the  Chair  of  ranee,  steadiness,  and  decision  of  purpose. 

Materia  Medica,  then,  from  the  decease  of  with  which  I  recommend  the  measure  to  be 


Dr.  Gregory  in  1821,  in  the  Chair  of  the  adopted,  if  these  be  fully  apprehended,  I 

Practice  of  Medicine.  bblikvb  I  do  pboposk  sombtbing  nbw." 

I  have  not  discovered  the  record  of  any  Permit  me  to  say,  that  these  observations 

obaervatlonB  by  Dr.  Home  on  the  sdencti  are  not  entirely  new ;  in  proof  of  which,  I 
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beg  to  refer  to  a  short  paper  of  mine  in  the  haxe  been  regardless  of  the  wishes,  and  in-* 

Lancet,  of  18th  May  last,  where  I  recom-  jurions  to  the  interests,  of   the  members 

mend  the  child  to  be  applied  to  the  breast  generally.    But  it  must  be  obserred,    that 

immediately  after  it  is  dressed,  and  in  much  we  are  not  bound  by  any  engagement  to  the 

stronger  luiguage  and  more  fully  than  is  Council ;  it  is  to  the  College  that  we  have 

done  by  the  Dr.  in  his  obsenrations  on  this  sworn  attachment :   and  the  College,   oer- 

branch  of  his  subject.— I  am,  sir,  tunly,  consist  of  the  whole   body  of  the 

Your  obedient  servant,  members,  the  Council  being  only  the  ezeca- 

JodN  Pate&son,  M.R.C.S.L.  tive  body  for  the  time  being.     If,  therefore, 

Aberdeen  Place,  St.  Nicholas  St.,  the  members  think  themselves  injured  hj  the 

15th  March,  1845.  Council,  they  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  ose 

— — — any  means  within  their  power  to  alter  its 

ASSOCIATION  OP  GENERAL  constitution,  or  to  induce  a  different  coarse 

PRACTITIONERS.  ^  ^.^;*.^?^  U'^M^^t^^^LSIl^^  ^"^  f LT* 
monalizmg  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State, 

2b  the  Editor  ^the  Medical  Gaxttt,.  f^  1?^^  ^^'  '"j"^?'"' *"  ^^  I" 

^  his  bill  for  grantmg  new  charters  to  certain 

^i*»  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and  to 

iN'yOQi*  comments  upon  the  Association  of  make  due  provision  in  any  new  charter  for 

General  Practitioners  recently  formed,  and  in  the  proper   recognition  of  the  rights   and 

the  arguments  adduced  by  you  against  it,  wishes  of  the  members  generally.     Many  of 

there  is  one  which  has  hitherto  been  put  those  who  have  joined  the  Association  iuive 

forward  less  forcibly  and  prominently  than  done  so  merely  with  a  view  of  frightening 

its  importance  deserves ;  and  it  is  one  which  the  Council  into  a  different  course  of  action  ; 

1  think  would  have  great  weight  with  many  and,  if  this  object  were  effected,  they  would 

of  the  members  of  that  Association,  if  it  were  have  no  wish  to  become  members  of  a  new 

more  seriously  dwelt  upon.     Of  the  large  corporation,  but  would  withdraw  their  names, 

number  of  the  medical  practitioner^  who  thinking  that  all  had   been  accomplished 

have  joined  it,  probably  by  far  the  majority  which  they  desired.     Now,  Sir  James  Gra- 

are  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  hada  has  expressed  himself  very  strongly 

geons  of  London ;  and  it  is  to  these  alone  against  doing  anything  which  should  be  in- 

that  my  remarks  can  apply.    At  the  time  of  jurious  to  the  College :  although  he  has  given 

our  admission  as  members  of  the  College,  a  favourable  answer  to  the  representation 

we  all  take  one  oath,  '*  to  observe  the  bye-  from  the  new   Association,   there   can    be 

laws  ;  to  obey  every  lawful  summons  issued  little  doubt  that  if  he  saw  sufficient  grounds 

by  order  of  the  Council,  having  no  reason-  for  obtaining  a  charter  from  Her  Majesty  to 

able  excuse  to  the  contrary ;  and  to  the  ut-  form  a  new  body,  he  would  consider  them 

most  of  our  power  to  maintain  the  dignity  more  than  sufficient  for  desiring  one  which 

and  welfare  of  the  College."     Now,  there  should  have  the  effect  of  merely  changing  in 

can  be  no  question  that  the  chief  portion  of  some  respects  that  body  in  favour  of  which 

those  who  have  enrolled  their  names  in  the  he  feels  so  strongly.     If  the  charter  for  the 

new  Association  have  entirely  forgotten  hav-  General  Practitioners  should  be  obtained,  it 

ing  taken  such  an  oath,  or,  if  they  remember  will  have  the  effect  of  seriously  injuring  the 

having  taken  an  oath  at  all,  they  have  for-  College,  by  causing  many,  if  not  most  of 

gotten  its  nature  and  contents.     In  fact,  it  those  who  would  hereafter    have  become 

is  generally  considered  so  much  a  matter  of  members  of  the  College,  to  become  members 

mere  form,  that  members  on  their  admission  of  the  new  body ;  at  least,  this  is  the  expoc- 

take   the  oath,   receive   the  diploma,   pay  tation  of  those  who  have  acted  in  the  matter. 

twenty  guineas  to   the  College,   and,  per-  Now,  whether  the  charter  is  obtained  or 

haps,  give  something  to  the  porter,  without  not,  or  whether,  if  obtained,  it  would  have 

thinking  that  one  of  these  acts  is  of  any  more  the  above  effect  or  not,  has  no  effect  upon 

importance  than  another.     But,  whether  we  the  present  consideration.     All  those  who 

think  of  it  or  not,  we  are  certainly  bound  by  have  joined  the  Association,  have,  in  a  moral 

that  most  solemn   engagement  not  to  do  pointofview,  injured  the  Collegealready,  just 

anything  which  is  prejudicial  to  the  College,  as  much  as  if  the  above  effect  had  actually  been 

as  long  as  we  remain  meipbers  ;  and,  if  we  produced  :  for  they  have  done  so  as  far  as 

should,  through  forgetfulness,  or,  intention-  their  actions  are  able  to  accomplish  it :  and 

ally,  do  any  thing  injurious  to  it,  we  are  un-  whether  the    anticipated    consequences   of 

questionably  breaking  our  oath,  whatever  those  actions  do  or  do  not  follow,  they  are 

degree  of  moral  blame  we  may,  in  our  own  morally  responsible  for  whatever  may  hap- 

minds,  attach  to  so  doing.     It  is  probable  pen.    There  is,  however,  one  way,  and  only 

that  the  recent  acts  of  the  Council  have  been  one,  by  which  they  can  escape  the  violation 

the  cause  of  so  large  a  number  of  members  of  their  oath,  if  they  continue  their  names 

havmg  joined  the  Association ;  as  they  have  upon  the  roll  of  the  new  Association,  and 

thought,  and  with  justice,  that  those  acta  that  is,  by  resigning  their  membership  in  the 
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College.     As  soon  as  tbey  do  this  they  are  R^^nlating  the  Practice  of  Physic  and  Sor* 

relicTed  from  all  engagements  into  which  gery/'  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you 

they  entered,  and  which  are  expressed  in  the  would  oblige  me  with  answers  to  the  follow* 

oath  as  being  binding  only  **  whilst  a  mem-  ing  questions : — 

ber  of  the  Royal  College;"  and,  in  the  bye-  1st,  Would  Members  of  the  College  of 

laws  of  the  College,  there  is  a  provision,  by  Surgeons,  who  hold  also  the  license  of  the 

which  a  surgeon  may  resign  his  member-  Apothecaries*  Company,  be  allowed  to  regis* 

ship.   But  here  we  are  met  by  the  difficulty,  ter  as  Surgeons  and  also  as  Licentiates  in 

that,  on  doing  so,  he  must  pay  a  fee  of  ten  Medicine ;  and  if  so,  would  the  double  fee 

guineas,  besides  the  stamps,  &c.     Now  the  be  required  for  such  registration  ? 

only  answer  to  this  is,  that  we  all  knew,  or  2dly,  Would  individuals  who   hold  the 

might  have  known,  of  this  law,  before  be-  diploma  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  only, 

coming  members,  and,  therefore,  in  doing  and  who  have  passed  no  examination  what- 

this,  we  acted  with  the  knowledge  of  the  ever  in  medicine,  be  entitled  to  register  as 

consequences  which  it  involved.    It  appears,  Licentiates  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  to 

then,  that  the  members  of  the  College,  who  recover  for  attendance  on  medical  as  well  as 

are  also  members  of   the  Association    of  on  surgical  cases ;   and,  on  the  other  hand, 

General  Practitioners,   are  placed    in    the  would  individuals  who  hold  only  the  license 

unfortunate  position,  that  they  are  morally  from  the  Apothecaries'  Society  (and  there 

breaking  their  engagement  to  maintain  the  are  very  many  such  practising  as  general 

welfare  of  the  College,  and  that  there  is  no  practitioners)  be  entitled  to  register  as  Li- 

way  in  which  they  can  escape  from  this  centiates  in  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  to 

difficulty  but  by  ceasing  to  be  members  of  recover  for  attendance  on  surgical  as  well  as 

one  or  the  other ;    and  whatever  may  be  medical  cases  / 

our  grounds  of  complaint  against  the  Conn-  As  meetings  of  the  profession  are  about 

cil,  these  do  not  relieve  us  from  our  obliga-  to  take  place,  I  think  it  very  desirable  that 

tions  to  the  College ;    nor  can  anything  but  your  opinion  on  these   points  should  be 

a  formal  resignation,  according  to  the  bye-  ascertained. 

laws,  to  which  we  are  all  sworn,  release  us  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir, 

from  these  obligations.    The  question  is  one  Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

of   far    higher    importance,    than    merely  Charlbs  C&addock. 

whether  a  man  shall  sign  himself  M.R.C.S.  March  10,  1845. 

or  M.A.G.P.     It  is  a  question  which  in-  Whitehall,  March  17/ I8i5. 

volyes  the  consideration  of  the  nature  and  Sir, — I    am  directed    by  Secretary  Sir 

obligations  of  an  oath,  and  one  which  im-  James  Graham  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 

peratively  demands  a  more  thoughtful  and  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  upon  the 

practical  consideration  than  has  in  many  subject  of  the  Medical  Practice  Regulation 

instances  been  bestowed  upon  it. — I  am,  sir.  Bill,  and  to  acquaint  you,  in  answer  to  the 

Your  obedient  servant,  first  query  in  your  letter,  that  the  bill  does 

M.R.C.S.  not    contemplate  double  registration,   nor 

Liverpool,  March  15, 1M5.  would  anything  be  gained  by  it. 

— .  Members  of*  the  College  of   Surgeons 

REGISTRATION  UNDER  SIR  JAMES  T?  ^  ^^^^  to  register  as  surgeons,  and 

rRAH&M'G  virwiuvnTr-AT  mr  t  being  so  registered,  may  practise  as  general 

GRAHAM  S  NEW  MEDICAL  BILL.  practitioners  if  they  please. 

With  respect  to  your  second  query, — It  is 

To  ihe  Editor  of  iht  Medieai  Gaxette.  believed  the  number  of   those  who  have 

passed  the  Surgeons'  College  only,  and  yet 

^^*'  practise  generally,  is  not  very  great.     They 

May  I  hope  that  you  wiU  give  early  pub-  will  be  entitled  to  register  as  surgeons,  and 

licity,  in  the  pages  of  your  journal,  to  the  to  practise  generally  under  the  Bill, 

following  letter,  which  I  addressed  to  Sir  Those  who  have  the  Apothecaries'  license 

James  Graham,  on  the  above  subject,  and  only,  will  be  entitled  to  register  as  licen- 

also  to  the  answer  which  I  received  to  It.  tiates,  and  to  practise  generally  in  surgery 

I  am,  sir,  as  well  as  medicine. 

Your  obedient  servant,  >  There  is  some  inconvenience  in  this  course, 

CuA&LKS  CaADDOCK.  but  not  so  great  as  would  follow  the  oppo- 

March  18, 1845.  site  course.                                             ^ 

To  the  mght  Htm.  Sir   Jamee   Graham,  ««i!!Sff,.«f«  ?^  ^I^k  P'!!"?*'''  '^I 

Bart.  Sicretary  qf  State  for  the  Homi  ~"P^  examination  in  both  medicine  and 

Detfortment  surgery. — l  am,  sir, 

c:        A        '  -J     VI    J    i_.     .^ .    .t  Y®**'  obedient  servant, 

bir, — As  considerable  doubt  exists  in  the  S.  M.  Phillips. 

minds  of  medical  men  as  to  the  interpreta-  #«-  /«^,^.  rw^^j    m.  \»    ' 

Uou  of  cbu...  13  «d  32  of  the  '<  BiU  for  ^'^Sc^^S*^. 
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TWO  C\SES  OF  LUXATION  OF  THE  The  fold  of  the  right  g^ote  is  eonewbsfi 

ILIAC  BONE  UPON  THE  SACRUM.  ^?|^:,^„a"t4.^1 'S^  thYCS^ 

portion  of  the  two  pubws,  it  is  easily  per- 
Thb  editor  of  L'Esperienee  records,  in  the  ceived  that  on  the  right  side,  and  sUutin^ 
number  of  that  journal  for  28th  September,  from  the  symphysis  pubis,  the  os  pubis  is 
1843,  two  cases  of  this  very  rare  form  of  somewhat  higher  than  on  the  opposite  aide ; 
luxation,  for  which  he  is  indebted  to  MM.  at  the  same  time,  a  hard  resisting  body,  witli 
Tavignotand  Peste,  internes  in  the  se^ice  an  uniform  surface,  which  appears  to  be 
of  M.  Lenoir,  at  the  hospital  Necker.     He  situated  in  the  iliac  fossa,  may  be  felt  from 
prefaces  them  with  the  remark,  that,  in  the  the  iliac  spine  to  the  spine  of  the  pnbes. 
opinion  of  Boyer,    *'  instances  of   simple  This  surface  is  nothing  else,  as  is  erident, 
luxation  of  the  bones  of  the  pelvis,  from  than  the  horizontal  portion  of  the  pabes, 
external  causes,  are  so  extraordinary  that  it  which  has  been  elevated  about  three  or  ftmr 
would  be  very  difficult  to  believe  in  them,  centimeters.     Examination  per  rectum  ena- 
had  they  not  been  observed  by  men  whose  bles  us  to  ascertain  that  the  tuberosity  of 
honesty  and  exactness  were  well  known."  the  right  ischium  is  sensibly  nearer    tbe 
Both  of  these  cases  presented  themselves  in  median  line,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  ele> 
the   hospital  at  the  same  time,  although  vated.    The  right  branch  of  the  pubes  ap* 
one  of  them  is  not,  strictly  speaking,  an  pears,  also,  to  have  mounted  at  tbe  sym- 
example  of  simple  luxation,  the  luxation  of  physis  upon  that  of  the  opposite  side,  ro 
the  iUac  bone  being  evidently  complicated  that  it  is,  in  respect  to  the  finger,  upon  a 
with  fracture  of  the  ischium  and  pubes.  plane  anterior  to  that  of  the  left  side.     Be- 
Cask  I.,  reported  by  M.  Tavignot. — On  hind,  we  remark  that  the  fold  of  the  buttock 
the  1st  of  August,  a  man  named  Bonhomme,  is  situated  four  or  five  centimeters  above 
aged  32,  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  entered  the  that  of  the  opposite  side ;   the  tuberosity  of. 
surgical  wards  of  M.  Lenoir.     He  stated,  the  right  ischium  has  mounted  at  least  four 
that  on  the  evening  previous  to  his  admission,  or  five  centimeters  upon  the  median  line ; 
having   just  entered  his  house,  he  went  the  sacrum  has  its  normsl  configuration, 
towards    a   window   with&ut    any  guards,  but  upon  its  right  edge  a  very  wnsible  de- 
tripped,  and  fell  from  the  third  story  to  the  pression  is  observed  at  the  level  of  its  jnne- 
pavement  below.     He  could  <rive  no  account  tion  with  the  iliam  ;    the  right  buttock, 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  fell,  having  lost  instead  of  the  prominence  presented  by  that 
his  consciousness  until  the  following  mom-  of  the  opposite  side,  oflTocs  a  very  marked 
ing.     His  condition,  when  examined  upon  depression.     Pressure  on  ibis  spot  is  very 
entry,  was  as  follows.     A  vast  extravasation  painful,  though  there  is  but  slight  oedema, 
of  blood  occupied  the  whole  upper  part  of  The  two  iliac  crests  are  far  from  being-  on 
the  right  thigh,  and  appeared  to  extend  to  the  same  level.     A  horizontal  line  passing 
the  corresponding  abdominal  parietes.    He  from  the  right  one  passes  five  centimeters 
could  not  move  the  lower  extremity,  which  above  the  left.     It  should  be  noticed  that 
was,  at  first  sight,  shorter  than  that  of  the  the  posterior  spine  of  the  ilium,  and  particu- 
opposite  side ;    the  point  of  the  foot  was  larly  the  crest  of  the  right  side,  are,  as  it 
turned  slightly  outwards.     His  urine  was  were,  thrown  backwards,  that  is  to  say,  they 
passed  with  4ifficulty,  and  was  drawn  off  for  are  situated  upon  a  plane  posterior  to  that 
two    days.      He  was    bled  twice,   twenty  of  the  same  parts  on  the  opposite  side.    Hie 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  thigh,  and  he  vertebral  column  appears  untouched.    Hiere 
was  laid  upon  his  back.    No  accident  oc*  are,  at  present,  no  longer  any  traces  of  san- 
curred ;    the  tumefaction,  extravasation  of  guineous    extravasation,    and    every  thing 
blood,  and  pain,  disappeared,  so  that  the  leads  to  the  hope  that  gradually  the  motions 
patient,  who,  at  the  bqpnning,  could,  but  necessary    for    progression     will     be    re- 
'  with  very  great  difficulty,  move  himself  in  established,  if  not  entirely,  in  conseqnenoe 
his  bed,  got  up  on  the  15th  September,  and  of  the  inevitable  Ihnping  which  will  remain, 
was  even  able  to  walk  a  little  with  crutches,  at  least  in  a  manner  sufficient  to  allow  fhe 
What  was  his  affection?     The  following  patient  to  return  to  his  ordinary  occupations, 
statement  will  show.     The  length  of  the  Case  II.  reported  by  M.  Peste. — Cba- 
limbs,  measured  from  the  spine  of  the  ilium  vanne,  a  ragman,  aged  39,  was  brought  to 
to  the  external  malleolus,  on  both  sides,  is  the   Necker    Hospital  on  the  28th  July, 
exactly  the  same,  end  yet  the  right  limb  having  just  fallen  from  the  top  of  a  staircase, 
looked  shorter  than  the  left,  at  least  two  He  had  spit  blood  ;   several  fractures  of  the 
centimeters.    The  foot  is  not  turned  either  ribs  were  ascertained,  both  bones  of  the  fore- 
inwards  or  outwards.    The  right  anterior  arm   were  broken,   and,  besides,  a  severe 
superior  spine  of  the  ilium  corresponds  with  contusion  of  the  right  hip  was  observed, 
a  horizontal  line  drawn  through  the  um-  The  pain  was  excessive,  the  swelling  con- 
bilicus,  while  the  left  is  situated  five  centi-  siderable,  the  sanguine  effusion  very  great ; 
meters  below  it.     *  no  movement  of  the  patient  could  be  made 
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without  causing  him  to  utter  loud  cries,  and  Upon  pressing  at  the  level  (A  the  left  iliac 

to  resist  any  effort  at  examination.    A  slight  spine,  the  prominence  it  forms,  and,  lower 

apparent  shortening  of  the  limb*  gave  rise,  down,  the  projection   of   the    lacro-spinal 

at  first,  to  a  fear  of  fracture  of  the  neck  of  ligament,  were  observable ;    while,  at  the 

the  femur.     M,  P.  seised  the  leg,  and  rais*  same  points,  on  the  opposite  side,  a  pretty 

ing  it,  easily  moved  the  limb,  although  the  deep  impression  was  found,  in  consequence 

patient,  suffering  severely,  contracted  quite  of  the  elevation  of  the  iliac  spine,  and  the 

violently  his  muscles ;   the  great  trochanter  ruptu^  of  the  right  sacro-spinal  ligament, 
followed  all  the  movements  of  rotation  of         An  examination  of  the  inferior  extremities 

the  femur ;  no  sign  of  crepitus,  no  deviation  showed   that  that  of  the  right  side    was 

outwards  was  observed.  •  The  absence  of  shortened,  the  right  malleolus  extemus  be- 

these  signs  caused  M.  P.  to  abandon  his  ing  about  three  centimetres  more  elevated 

first  idea,  and  to  lielieve  he  had  to  do  with  than  the  left ;  but  if  the  measure  was  taken 

a  contusion  of  the  hip,  complicated  with  a  from  the  anterior  superior  Qiac  spine  to  the 

great  extravasation  of  blood.  respective  external  malleoli,  the  distance  was 

Next  day,  M.  Lenoir  observed  again  all  equal  on  both  sides,  as  it  ought  to  be,  since 

these  lesions ;  but  the  swelling  and  pain  pre-  the  relations  of  the  coxal  bones  had  changed 

vented  a  thorough  examination  of  the  state  with  the  vertebral  column  slone.     All  these 

of  the  hip.    The  patient  had,  besides,  ex-  signs  became  more  evident  on  placing  the 

pectorated  pus,  and  suffered  extreme  diffi-  patient  upon  his  knees,  while  bending  his 

culty  of  respiration,  to  which  symptoms  body  forward. 

attention  was  chiefly  directed.     Under  the        He  was  kept  in  an  immoveable  position, 

influence  of  bleedings,  the  expectoration  of  Several  days  previous  to  the  15th  Septem- 

pus  ceased  ;  the  fractures  were  united ;  the  her,  the  day  on  which  the  case  was  reported, 

swelling  of  the  hip,  with  the  effusion  of  the  he  had  begun  to  walk  with  crutches ;  he 

blood,  disappeared  ;  but  the  pain  continued,  bears  upon  the  leg,  but  gently,  it  being  as 

and  movements  were  impossible.     A  new  yet  unable  to  sustain  the  weight  of  the  body; 

examination  at  this  time  resulted  as  foU  he  limps,  throwing  his  body  strongly  over  to 

lows : —  the  sound  side ;    all  pain  has  disappeared. 

The  patient  was  placed  upon  his  back  ;  This  patient  will  be  cured  with  a  shortening 
there  was  then  felt,  at  the  level  of  the  spine  of  the  right  leg.  Here,  as  is  evident,  the 
of  the  right  pubes,  a  pretty  deep  depression,  luxation  is  not  simple,  being  complicated 
above  which,  on  depressing  the  abdominal  with  fractures  of  the  pubes  and  ischium, 
parietes,  a  pointeii,  moveable,  bony  tumor,  which  must  necessarily  occur  to  enable  the 
could  be  felt,  which  appeared  to  be  formed  coxal  bone  to  experience  a  general  move- 
by  the  horizontal  branch  of  the  pubes,  which  ment  upwards,  unless  separation  of  the  sym- 
was  fractured  and  elevated :  the  anterior  pfaysis  pubis  bad  occurred.  When  this  se- 
superior  iliac  spine  was  carried  more  back-  paration  exists,  the  symptom  noted  by  Hip- 
ward  and  higher  than  that  of  the  opposite  pocrates,  retention  of  urine,  is  observed ;  in 
side.  A  sound  passed,  without  obstacle,  this  case  it  was  absent,  and,  indeed,  the 
through  the  urethra  into  the  bladder,  and  fracture  had  left  untouched  the  ligaments 
the  patient  experienced  no  retention  of  which  go  to  the  bladder,  but  there  was  re- 
urine.  By  examination  per  rectum,  behind  tention  of  fscal  matter,  which  should,  per- 
and  on  the  right  side,  irregularities  could  be  haps,  be  attributed  to  the  fracture, 
observed,  which  could  only  arise  from  frac-  The  editor  of  JJExptrience  observes,  in 
ture  of  the  ischium ;  above,  and  also  on  the  a  note,  that  these  luxations  occurred  in  con- 
right  side,  by  strongly  depressing  the  ante-  sequence  of  very  great  violence,  not  in  scro- 
rior  portion  of  the  rectum,  another  tumor  fulous  patients,  easily  affected  by  such  a 
could  be  felt,  which  appeared  to  be  occa-  cause,  but  in  strong  healthy  men,  in  whom 
sioned  by  a  fracture  of  the  pubes  :  nothing  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  a  previous 
similar  on  the  opposite  side.  The  patient  relaxation  of  the  ligaments  of  the  pelvis, 
had  remained,  from  the  day  of  his  fall,  eleven  The  diagnosis  of  theluxation  presented  no  ob- 
days,  without  a  stool.  scurity,  being  easily  deduct  from  the  ele- 

Upon  placing  the  patient  upon  bis  belly,  vation  of  the  iliac  crest  and  of  the  fold  of 

the  right  buttock  was  observed  to  be  flat-  the  buttock,  the  depression  of  that  part,  the 

tened,  soft,  depressed ;   the  fold  of  the  but-  general  shortening  of  the  limb,  without  al* 

tock  had  risen  about  two  centimetres,  and  teration  of  the  relations,  or  of  the  length,  of 

described  a  straight  line,  directed  obliquely  any  of  its  parts,  &c.    The  prognosis  of  this 

from  aboVb  downwards,  and  from  without  affection  has  been  considered  as  very  grave 

inwards ;  that  of  the  left  side  was  horixontal,  by  authors,  Boyer  remarking  that,  without 

and  described  a  curved  line,  with  its  conca*  considering  the  immediate  effects  of  the  ex- 

vity  upwards.    The  posterior  superior  iliac  temal  violence,  it  is  constantly  followed  by 

spine  was  about  three  centimetres  higher  an  inflammation,  of  which  the  consequences 

than  that  of  the  opposite  side,  as  were  also  may  be  very  serious,  as  well  on  account  of 

the  crests  of  the  ilium  and  the  ischium,  the  extent  of  the  articular  surfaces  affected, 
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aa  because  it  may  extend  to  the  peritoneum 
and  the  viscera  of  the  pelvis  and  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen,  or  may  terminate  by  a  sup- 
puration of  the  articular  surfaces,  or  of  the 
cellular  tiasue  of  the  pelvis.  None  of  these 
consequences  were,  in  these  cases,  observed, 
and  were  indicated  by  him  {irobably  rather  a 
priori,  than  from  the  observation  of  cases. 
This  surgeon  himself  cites  a  case  which  re- 
sembles entirely,  in  this  respect,  those  which 
precede. 

"The  most  interesting  case  known,"  says 
he,  "  of  luxation  of  the  hip  bones,  exempt 
from  these  formidable  consequences,  was 
observed  by  Enaux,  Hoin,  and  our  colleague, 
Professor  Chaussier,  and  inserted  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Dijon.  The  left  os  innomina- 
turn  had  been  displaced  and  carried  upwards. 
The  inflammatory  condition  did  not  allow 
reduction  to  be  made.  After  some  days, 
during  which  relaxing  applications  and  an 
antiphlogistic  regimen  were  adopted,  the  re- 
placing of  the  bones  was  attempted,  but  pn»r 
vented  by  the  return  of  the  pains  and  inflam- 
matory symptoms.  Some  days  later  a  new 
and  still  ineffectual  attempt  was  made,  and 
was  then  entirely  abandoned.  Finally,  after 
prolonged  repose,  but  less  so  than  could 
have  been  desired,  the  patient  quitted  his 
bed ;  and  having  begun  to  walk,  aided  by 
crutches,  the  weight  of  his  limb  brought 
about  part  of  the  reduction,  which  had  pre- 
viously been  vainly  attempted.  The  cure 
was  perfected,  and  the  patient  was  able  to 
resume  his  occupation  of  tiler.  This  fact 
proves  conclusively,"  adds  Boyer,  **  that,  in 
cases  of  this  nature,  the  most  important 
consideration  should  not  be  to  seek  to  cause 
the  reduction,  but  to  combat,  by  every  pos- 
sible means,  the  inflammation  and  its  con- 
sequences. Too  fortunate  to  obtain  the 
cure  at  the  expense  of  whatever  possible  de- 
formity." 

M.  Lenoir  followed  the  advice  of  Boyer  ; 
he  abstained  from  any  effort  at  reduction, 
and,  besides,  how  could  you  reduce,  or,  at 
any  rate,  how  could  you  maintain,  in  a  state 
of  reduction,  a  luxation  of  this  kind  ?* 
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Deaths  from  all  eaueee  regietered  in  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  March  8. 

All  Cacsrs ." ihi 

Spbcipibo  Caitsbs 1141 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Bndf'mic,  and 
ContagiouB)  Diseases,  176;  amonip 
which,  of— 

Small  Fox S5 

Measles   ]? 

Scarlatina  24 

liouplng  Cough  43 

Croup 9 

Thrush i 

Diarrhoea    lo 

Dysentery  i 

Cholera    o 

Infloenxa 3 

Typhus    S5 

11.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diaeaaes 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat,  19l>; 
among  which,  of— 

Inflammation 0 

Dropsy m 

Scrofula 4 

Cancer 14 

Atrophy 19 

Debility  90 

Sudden  Deaths 7% 

III.^Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  179;  amon^ 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus 4S 

Apoplexy 27 

Paralysis ....  18 

Convulsions   .' 58 

Insanity  1 

Delirium  Tremens  1 

IV.— Dikeases  of  the  Luniks,  and  of  the 
other  Ornns  of  Respiration,  406 1 
amons^  which,  of 

Pneumonia 109 

Hydrothorax 7 

Asthma  38 

Phthisis  or  Consumption I66 

Diseases  of  the  Lunj^s,  &c 17 

v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  36 

VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 

other  Orfrans  of  Digestion,  68 ; 

am<mr  which,  of— 

Teething^ \\ 

Gastritis 9 

Enteritis a 

Tabes  5 

Hernia a 

Di  sease  of  Stomach,  &c 5 

Disease  of  Liver,  &c 11 

VII.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  ftc \z 

VIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Uterus, 
ftc.  94 ;  amonir  which,  of— 

ChUdbirth 17 

Disease  of  Uterus 7 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  tht  Bones, 

Joints,  &c 0 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  &c.       1 

XI.-OldAffe 7a 

XII.— Violence.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance      41 
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LBCTURBS  proportions;  this  change  bein^  a  dimiDntion 

Q^  ,„,  In  lengUi,  with  an  hypertrophy  in  size.     It 

^     _^  is  both  consenital  and  non-congenital.   Cases 

NATURE     AND     TREATMENT     OP  are  mentioned  by  Hippocrates  of  congenital 

DEFORMITIES,  rachitis,  and  also  by  others,  so  that  it  has 

»,  ..        -  ^^»    «      jr\_^i.       j«  cr.^.j«^f  been  known  and  recognised  from  the  earliest 

DelheredattheRoya^OrtkapiBdicHovital,  history  of  snrgcry.     I  hate  been  fortunate 

BloomBbury  Square,     ,  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  specimen  in  a  seven 

Bt  R.  W.  Tamplin,  F.R.C.S.E.  months'  foetus,  of  which  this  is  the  skeletiin ; 

Surgeon  to  the  Institution.  and  yon  will  observe  that  the  long  bones  of 

—  both  the  upper  and  lower  extremities  are 

D^^A.v;.     7\-.-      nnm^mmiini Va*  MM  ^^ottt  twico  thcLc  uatursl  thickness,    and 

*"  and  fibula  of  both  legs  are  curved  severely, 

I  SHALL  now,  gentlemen,  proceed  to  the  the  fibula  outwards,  the  tibia  inwards ;  that 

consideration  of  rachitic  curvatures  of  the  the  radius  and  ulna  of  both  upper  extremi- 

bones,   of  which  so  large  a  proportion  of  ties  are  also  curved  outwards  and  inwards ; 

cases    present  themselves  at  this  charity,  that  the  ilii  and  scapulie  are  enormously 

By  the  term  Rachitis  is  understood  a  softened  hypertrophied,  and  the  head,   as  is  usunf. 

condition  of  the  bones  of  the  extremities,  or  ^ery  nearly  twice  the  natural  size;  the  parietal 

of  the  bones  generally  ;  and  almost  all  the  suture  ankylosed  at  its  middle  third,  and  tn- 

authors  whu  have  written  on  this  subject  in-  lipea  varus  of  both  feet  (vide  fig.  1.)  The  extrc- 

clude  under  this  head  curvature  of  the  bones,  mities  of  all  the  long  bones  greatly  enlarged, 

whether  arising  from  disease  which  affects  having  mora  the  appearance  presented  in  tlic 

the  general  h«dth  ahd  constitution  of  the  skeleton  of  the  elephant.     There  does  not 

patient,  whereby  the  bones  are  not  only  appear  to  be  a  deficiency  of  earthy  matter, 

softened,  but  also  altered  in  size  and  form,  but  there  evidently  is  a  want  of  cohesion 

the  disease  influencing  the  growtii  and  de-  between  the  earthy  particles,  as  if  the  celln- 

velopment  of  the  bones,  and  those  cases,  of  Ur  tissue  itself  did  not  possess  the  power  of 

which  so  many  are  to  be  seen,  of  simple  cur-  retaining  in  apposition,  that  is,  the  natural 

vature  of  one  or  more  of  the  bones  of  the  close  apposition  which  is  common  to  the 

lower  extremities,  which  exists  without  any  healthy  bone.     In  this  instance  the  parietal 

other  alteration  in  their  relative  or  normal  bones,  as  stated,  were  partly  ankylosed.    In 

proportion ;  the  one  being  totally  different  this  subject  tvbercnUir  matter  was  ft-eelf  de> 

in  cause  and  effect  from  the  other.     I  would  posited  in  the  liver  and  other  organs,  and 

therefore  oonfine  the  term  rachitis  to  that  also  on  the  loner  side  of  the  stemttm,  as  may 

condition  in  which  there  is  evidence  of  dis-  be  here  eean.     [The  preparation  was  here. 

ease  affiecting  the  bones  and  body  generally ;  shewn,  together  with  the  Uver.]     I  have  not 

andyailie  or  apurioua  rachitis,  to  that  eon-  been  able  to  trace  the  history  of  the  pa- 

dition  in  which  a  simple  cnmtnre  exists  rents,  which  rendere  it  somewhat  incom- 

without  any  other  change  or  alteration.  plete,  although  no  donbt  exists  in  my  mind 

By  *<  rachitis,"  then,  you  will  understand  of  its  being  hereditary, 
that  diseased  and  softened  cooditioii  of  the        In  this  affection,  then,  you  will  have, 

osseous  system  ^eraUy,  which  has  for  its  oombined  with  curvature  of  the  bones,  a 

results  not  only  a  cnrrature  of  one  or  more  generally  diminished  stature,  and  very  fre- 

bones,  but  an  a^^oal  change  in  Uteir  relative  iinenUy  the  evidence  of  tubercular  diseHtte, 
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or  congnuUI  racbilli,  combined  iritli  Ulipea  yum  of  both  feet. 

witb  which  it  iippnri  to  bt,  u  far  u  luf  bono  ii  confined  to  children  imder  5  jctn 
□bscTTatioD  goes,  ulrnoat  iaiariiblf  con-  of  age,  for  slier  that  period,  although  the 
ncctcd ;  for  in  thou  ioltancea  that  baTe  bones  never  pouew  theii  normal  propor- 
preaented  tbemsdves  at  this  Charity,  that  tions,  ;et  they  become  ai  hard  as  the  healthy 
peculiar  diatbeais  common  to  tabercnlai  dis-  bone,  and  in  some  instancca  are  stated  to  be 
case  hai  been  mast  apparent.  In  this  cut,  actually  stronger',  as,  if  the  cnrratore  is 
taken  from  a  patient  18  years  o[  age  [eibi-  not  removed  in  childhood,  a  deposit  of  bony 
biting  it],  who  wss  afflicted  with  severe  matter  takei  place  at  the  weakest  point. 
knack-luiees,  with  cnrvsture  of  the  Iranes  of  namel;,  the  concavity  of  the  curve,  which 
both  the  upper  and  lower  extremitiea,  and  renders  them  capable  of  bearing  great 
flattening  of  the  ribe,  the  only  organ  that  weight ;  and  if  the  individual  has  been  sub- 
appeared  at  all  approaching  the  nstiiral  size,  jected  to  mnch  muscalar  exertion,  and  pes- 
wai  the  organ  of  generation,  which  appears  sosed  good  health,  they  oie  enabled  to  an- 
in  these  cases  to  retain  its  full  vigour  ;  for  I  dergo  quite  as  much,  occasiODally  greater, 
believe  that  coniamptive  patients  are  not  bodily  elerciDn,  than  aa  irfdividual  who  hn^ 
deficient  in  the  power  of  reproduction.  In  not  thus  auAered.  This,  however,  is  the 
theu  cases  the  softened  condition  of  tb«  eiceptioD,  for  unlbltnMtely  insny  Etll  vie- 
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timi  to  the  dfKMCs  of  childhood  and  pn-  Berere  form  of  talipes  Tolgiu,  ari^ag  partly 

bertj.  from  the  cnmCure.oF  the  bonea,  sdiI  olsa 

In   cura  whioh   hiTfi   not   been   naticed  from    the   general  debility  from   whieh  the 

dnrin^  the  first  montba  of  eiUtence,  bat  in  patient  inffers  (vide  fig.  2)  ;  ouIWBids  of  the 

irhom  the  bones  beeome  coned  afterwards,  femur  ;  oatwards  and  inwards  of  the  radius 

joa  will  find  the  cnrratnre  gamallj  for.  and  nlna,  occuiooslly  so  acute,  that  yoa  irill 

wards,  or  forwarda  and  ontoarda,   of  the  with  diffienlty  reconcile  the  pouibility  of  its 

tibU  and  fibnla ;  forwards  aod  inwards,  and  being  a  giinple  yielding  of  the  bones,  but 

with  whidi  ia  inTariably  connected  knock-  will  at  first  sight  r^ard  it  as  a  badly-united 

kaeca  moie  or  Icm  tevere,  with  the  most  fracRire.     FtattenioB  of  the  tiba,  with  the 

Fio.  2, 


praniDcnt  and    projecting   ateninm ;  occa-  general  health   impaired,    indicated  by  the 

sionally  the   cartilages   of  one    aide  of  the  pallid  aspect,   emscisted  and   flabby  condi- 

Btemom  projecling  much  beyond  that  of  tbe  tion  of  the  body  generally  ;  morbid  sppe- 

opposlte  ade,  the   patient   haTing  what  ia  tite ;  irregular  bowels  ;  enlarged  tumid  iib- 

termed  the  "pigeon  breast."     Not  unfre-  domen,    aymptomatic    of    the   eiiatenoe    of 

quently,  sUo,  lateral  eurratnre  of  tbe  spine,  mesenteric  diaeaae, — in  fact,  a  coucentrnlinn 

from  tbe  aame  cmue,  sod  of  which  I  aball  of  ilia  scarcely  to  be  met  with  in  any  other 

apeak  when  I  come  to  that  subject.    Tbe  diaeaae. 
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This  aflVrtion  \n  tinquestionahlT,  ns  I  hnre  fornier  Hintfince,  in  rarely  if  crer  to  be  met 

said,  constitutional,  but  is  aggravated,  and  with.     In  fact,  most  cases  of  this  kind  pre- 

frequently  brought  into  activity,  by  denti-  sent  a  healthy  appearance,  afe  of  the  natiiral 

tion  ;  the  febrile  diseases  to  which  children  size,  and  the  booes  of  their  proper  relative 

are  subjected,  virorms,  and  with  bad  inauffi-  proportions.   These  latter  I  r^ard  as  "  non- 

cient  diet,  deficiency  of  clothing,  &c.  &c.  congenital/'  and  also,  that  they  are  not  to 

They  become,  in  fact,  from  thei>e  causes,  as  be  considered  as  indicative  of  general  or 

well  as  from  the  predisposition  to  divease,  ronstitutional  debility  beyond  the   inune- 

liable  from  any  slight  casualty-  to  suffer  lo*  diate  condition  ;    whereas  the  Ibnner  are 

cally  or  generally,  and  are  the  frequent  sub-  certainly  subjected  to  general  as   well 


jects  of  strumous  disease  of  the  joints,  and     temporary  causes.     A  great  deal  has  been 
what  is  termed  "  Pott's  disease, '*  with  an-     written  and  said  of  tbe  enlai^ment  noticed 


gular  curvature  of  the  spine.  at  the  extremity  of  the  radius  in  these 

I  regard,  then,  common  curvature  of  the  some  supposing  thot  an  actual  enlai^gement 
bones  of  the  lower  extremities,  without  that  has  taken  place,  others  that  it  exists  only  in 
general  rachitic  condition  of  which  we  hnve  the  imagination,  and  that  it  appears  en- 
just  now  spoken,  as  totally  different  both  in  larged  from  the  diminished  muscular  deve* 
its  cause  and  effects,  and  have  therefore  ven-  lopment.  In  true  rachitis  there  is  mo«tt 
tui^d  to  designate  it  by  the  term  of  spurious  certainly  an  enlarged  or  hypertrophied  Con- 
or false  rachitis,  and  am  of  opinion  th:  t  it  dition  ;  in  false,  I  do  not  believe  it  exists 
may  exist  without  any  evidence  of  ill  health,  either  in  the  radius  or  in  any  other  bone. 
although  the  irritation  consequent  on  denti-  In  the  skeleton  of  the  foetus  you  have  had  an 
tion,  as  well  as  any  of  the  causes  mentioned,  opportunity  of  examining,  (vide  fig.  l)thisen- 
which  so  frequently  interfere  with  the  health  largement  of  the  extremities  of  the  long  bones 
of  a  child,  certainly  predispose  them  to  a  is  most  evident.  The  head  has  been  said  to 
softened  condition  of  the  bones,  but  which  be  enlarged ;  the  same  remarks  apply  here 
ceases  as  soon  as  the  health  is  restored ;  and  also,  for  certainly,  in  the  cases  last  men- 
unless  the  curvature  is  relieved  during  the  tioned,  there  is  no  trace  of  increa^d  sise. 
time  they  are  thus  pretematu rally  soft,  they  The  pelvis,  in  true  rachitis,  does  not  beoonne 
become  hardened  in  the  curved  position,  and  developed  with  the  growth  of  the  individual ; 
are  rarely  remediable.  in  false,  always  in  common  with  tbe  osseous 
Muscular  action  is  unquestionably  one  of  system  generally ;  and  I  would  refer  yon  to 
the  direct  causes  of  curvature,  both  in  this  a  most  interesting  paper  by  the  late  Mr. 
and  in  the  former  instance,  as  the  bones  are  John  Shaw,  in  the  seventeenth  volume  of 
the  fulcrum  upon  which  the  muscles  act;  the  Medico -Chirurgical  Transactions,  in 
and  before,  as  well  as  during  the  action  of  which  tables  ai*e  drawn  up,  shewing  the  ac- 
the  muscles,  the  bones  of  necessity  receive  tual  measurement  in  these  cases ;  so  that 
the  weight  or  pressure  occasioned  by  their  there  are  many  and  most  important  differ- 
contractions.  In  some  instances  of  enor-  ences  between  what  1  imagine  to  be  two 
mously  fat  children,  the  weight  of  the  body  very  different  conditions,  and  which  will 
appears  to  be  the  principal  cause,  as  the  guide  yon  in  forming  your  prognosis,  as 
upper  Extremities  ^escape  altogether,  and  the  well  as  in  the  treatment,  which  we  come 
general  health  of' the  child  does  not  suffer ;  now  to  consider. 

and  many  cases  are  said  by  their  parents        The  treatment  consists  of  genera,   anti 

never  to  have  suffered.  mechanical  means.      In  the  severe  forms 

The  curvature  in  these  cases  is  generally  commonly  met  with  of  true  rachitis,   of 

outwards  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  commencing  course  your  attention  must  be  directed  to  the 

just  above,  or  at  the  epiphyses  of  the  lower  general  health  of  the  patient ;    and  crerj 

extremity  of  the  tibia,  and  will  be  found  to  means  must  be  used  which  will  have  a  ten- 

exist  more  or  less  acute,  frequently  altering  dency  to  alter  and  improve  their  condition, 

tbe  position  of  the  articular  surfaces  of  the  The  secretions  are  invariably  unhealthy ;  and 

head  of  the  tibia,  which,  carrying  with  It  the  alterative  I  have  found  most  benefictnl 

the  condyles  of  the  femur,  proJuces  what  has  been  the  Hydrarg.  c.  Creta,  in  small 

are  termed  bow-legs — the  legs  presenting,  doses,  given  regularly  every  or  every  other 

from  immediately  above  the  ankle-joint,  one  night,  not  to  act  as  an  active  aperient,  but 

uniform  curve,  as  I  pointed  out  to  you  when  rather  to  gently  relieve  the  bowels ;  and  tbe 

speaking  of  the  deformities  of  the  knee-  tonic,  the  tincture  of  the  sesquichloride  of 

joint.    It  is  rare  to  find  the  femur  curved  iron,  in  the  form  stated  when  speaking  of 

in  these  cases  ;  it  is  most  common  in  true  knock  knees.     If  the  bowels  are  in  an  irri- 

rachitis.    You  wiU  find  also  k  relaxed  oon-  table  state,  which  is  frequently  the  cose  in 

dition  of  the  internal  lateral  ligsBnentsof  the  these  patients,  I  have  given  then  with  ad- 

ankle,  and  talipes  valgus  as  a  consequence,  vantage  the  extract  of  cinchona,  combined 

but  more  severe  in  the  former  instance.   The  with  tbe  aromatic  confection,  and  the  Hyd. 

muscles  are  generally  well  developed  .not-  c.  Cret&  at  night.      However,  it  is  imraate- 

withstanding  the  curvature,  which,   in  the  rial  what  tonie  is  used,  so  long  as  the  obgcct 
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is  gainei) ;  and,  of  courae,  each  individual  rachitia,  you  have  the  fomur  curved  out- 
would  adopt  that  which  he  believes  to  be  wardly,  the  tibia  outwards,  and  inward  tu- 
the  most  beneficial.  The  diet  should  oon-  cUnation  of  both  knees,  I  would  advise  your 
siat  of  a  nourishing  not  stimulating  kind,  first  removing  the  deformity  of  the  knee- 
Tbeae  patients  do  not  bear  stimuUots,  save  joints  with  the  straight  splint  mentioned  in 
only  in  tlie  mildest  forms :  milk,  eggs,  meat,  the  lecture  on  thmt  subject,  and  afterwards 
bread,  and  potatoes  as  a  vegetable,  I  ima-  applying  splints  on  the  inside  of  the  tibia, 
gine  to  be  the  most  useful.  Unfortunately  In  all  cases  that  present  themselves  in  the 
tiie  great  pi^portion  of  cases  occur  amongst  incipient  state,  when  the  bones  are  still  soft, 
the  poor,  Whose  means  do  not,  or  whose  by  these  means  the  deformity  may  be  quickly 
mode  of  life  will  not  admit  of  their  procur-  and  easily  removed ;  but  when  the  bones 
ing  proper  nourishment.  Without  this,  are  becoming  consolidated  and  hardened, 
however,  it  would  be  useless  to  treat  them,  the  treatment  of  necessity  becomes  exceed- 
as  it  is  the  sheet  anchor :  change  of  air  and  ingly%low,  and  vrill  require  a  long  and  un- 
diet  is  of  the  utmost  importance.  The  sea  interrupted  perseverance.  The  splints  must 
side  is  generally  recommended.  It  is,  how-  be  worn  night  and  day,  and  removed  only 
ever,  of  very  little  moment,  Although  I  pre-  once  or  twice  a  week,  for  the  purpose  of 
fer  the  country,  wherq  a  child  can  run  about  cleanliness.  Irons  have  been  used  from  time 
without  restraint,  and  without  the  neoesstty  immemorial ;  I  object  to  them  because  it  is 
of  being  directed  in  ita  movements.  There  impossible  to  sustain  so  steady  a  pressure, 
is  nothing  so  conducive  to  health  as  the  free  or  to  increase  it  with  the  nicety  that  the 
exercise  of  the  limbs  of  children  subject  to  common  webbing  strap  enables  us  to  do, 
this  disease,  in  the  open  air ;  and  there  is  without  which  there  is  no  prospect  of  re- 
no  place  where  this  ean  be  obtained  so  well  moving  the  deformity.  In  severe  cases  of 
as  the  couptry  cottage  or  farm-house.  It  anterior  curvature,  the  section  of  the  teudo 
certainly  b  of  far  more  importaiice  than  all  Achillis  has  been  recommended.  I  do  not 
the  physic  that  can  be  given,  and  in  many  myself  see  that  any  advantage  is  or  can  be 
instances  saves  both  the  life  and  health  of  gained  by  this  proceeding,  as  in  no  instance 
the  patient,  as  well  as  prevents  or  puts  a  can  you  proceed  with  rapidity ;  and  before 
stop  to  the  increase  of  deformity.  the  curvature. in  the  bone  can  be  much  re- 
As  regards  the  mechanical  treatment,  your  Kered,  the  tendon  becomes  as  strong  as  ever, 
eflforts  must  be  directed  so  to  apply  your  It  possesses  one  advantage,  and  that  is,  no 
pressure  and  counter- pressure  that  the  pa-  harm  results  from  such  an  operation.  Some 
tient  shall  be  in  no  way  inconvenienced ;  have  advised,  that  before  you  attempt  to 
that,  at  the  same  time  the  curvature  is  being  straighten  the  limbs,  you  should  improve 
removed,  such  support  shall  be  given  them  the  general  health ;  by  to  doing,  however, 
as  will  enable  them  to  take  exercise  with  you  must  bear  in  mind,  that  the  bones  them- 
greater  facility  and  comfort  than  they  could  selves  an  becoming  hardened,  and  greater 
otherwise  have  done,  as  by  so  doing  a  great  difficulty  placed  in  the  way  of  treatment.  I 
assistance  is  given  to  the  improvement  of  find  that  the  splints,  when  properly  applied, 
the  general  health.  If,  then,  the  curvature  are  a  direct  comfort  to  the  little  patients ; 
of  the  tibia  is  forwards,  I  would  advise  your  and  the  softer  the  bones  are,  the  greater  tlie 
using  a  straight  splint  behind  the  leg,  well  facility  of  removing  the  curvature,  and  the 
padded  at  each  extremity,  and  having  a  hole  leas  the  time  occupied  in  so  doing ;  so  that 
cut  at  the  point  corresponding  with  the  heel,  in  all  cases  let  this  be  one  of  your  first  con- 
Let  the  splint  be  secured  with  strapping,  or  siderations.  In  cases  coming  under  the 
common  webbing  straps  and  buckles ;  and  term  **  false  rachitis,"  you  will  rarely  find  it 
let  your  pressure  be  regulated  also  by  means  necessary  to  interfere  with  the  general 
of  a  webbing  strap,  first  protecting  the  spine  health  ;  but,  of  course,  should  it  be  neces- 
of  the  tibia  with  a  pad,  having  a  hole  cut  in  sary,  you  will  adopt  such  means  as  may  ap- 
it  to  prevent  pressure  being  made  directly  pear  expedient. 

upon  it.    Hie  pressure  can  be  thus  increased  We  have  had  but  one  case  of  '*  fragilitas 

by  the  smalltst  degrees,  and  with  ordinary  ossium"  in  the  Charity,  and  this  in  a  fi*. 

care  will  oocaaion  no  pain  or  inoonvenienoe.  male  aged  17,  who  possessed  that  pallid, 

In  curvature  of  the  tibia  and  knees  out-  atmmous,  unhealthy  aspect,  so  common  in 

wardly,  adopt  the  same  means,  applying  the  these  cases.    From  her  own  and  mother's 

splint  on  the  inside  of  the  1^ ;  and  let  the  account,  she  had  suffered  from  fracture  of 

strap,  with  which  the  pressure  is  kept  np,  the  arms.  I^g8,and  thighs,  about  forty  times, 

be  applied  over  the  point  at  which  there  is  Walking  acroas  the  room,  the  thigh-bone  of 

the  greatest  amount  of  curvature.     Incases  one  or  other  extremity  would  suddenly  snap, 

of  curvature  of  the  femur  outwards,  very  when,  in  falling,  her  arm  would  be  extended 

little  can  be  done,  as  there  is  no  means  I  to  protect  herself,  and  the  humerus  become 

am  acquainted  with  which  will  admit  of  oon-  fractured.     There  certainly  was  evidence, 

stant    and    uninterrupted    pressure    being  from  the  curvatures  exii^ting,  of  very  numc- 

made.     If,  as  is  commonly  the  case  in  true  rous  fractures  having  occurred.     She  applied 
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at  the  Charitj,  for  the  relief  of  severe  ante-  to  the  previous  abuse  of  stimulantSy  nor 
rior  curvature  of  the  left  tibia,  which  was  to  severe  depletory  measures  for  the 
bent  almost  to  an  acute  angle  at  its  lower  cure  of  the  inflanlmatoiy  disorder.  In 
third,  the  limb  being  about  four  inches  some  cases  digitalis  has'appeaied  to  me 
shorter  than  its  fellow.  The  tendo  Achillis  to  induce  strong  nervous  delirium ;  but 
was  divided  by  my  late  coUeagQe,  and  ex-  (^^n  the  attendant  sickness  and  irrew 
tension  kept  up  with  decided  benefit,  as  the  gi,larity  of  the  pulse  has  clearly  indi- 
Icg  was  lengthened  full  two  mches.  Sup-  ^^^^  jj^g  exciting  cause.  Does  col- 
ports  from  the  hip  downwards  were  after-  chicum  ever  induce  deHrium  ?  The 
wards  ordered,  with  which  she  was  enabled  embarrassment  of  the  practitioner  can 
to  walk;  Mid  since  she  left  the  Chanty  no  j  ^  y  ^^  ^  profoundly  study- 
retam  of  the  fracture  has  taken  place.  This  .  ■'.,  «  *^- "L*  .u«  .^».»;*«*;^1 
condition  of  bone,  as  weU  as  the  molUties  »°g  the  character  of  the  constitution, 
ossium  of  old  people,  is  totally  dUferent  apd  of  the  diseases  to  which  the  pa- 
from  that  we  have  been  considering,  although  fient  may  have  been  previously  sub- 
sorae  authors  have  designated  the  latter  by  J^^*  _  .  .  , 
the  term  of  ivchitis  of  old  people.  The  second  form  compnses  the  most 

• numerous,  chronic,  and  embarrassing 

cases  of  insanity.     The  character  of 

OBSERVATIONS  the  symptoms  is  most  deceptive ;  with 

oif  TUB  a  low  pulse  and  a  cold  skin,  the  most 

NATURE  AND  TREATMENT  OF  THE  intense  sanguineous  congestion  ofiea 

MORE  IMPORTANT  DISEASES  •SSal"4lL.SVo«d4l^'"thS 

OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM :  ^j^^  ^f  the  pathology  of  the  eases  : 

WU»  Uluttratitt  Cate*.  »ee  Cages  I.  IV.  Vlll.     In  another 

case  of  remittent  mania,  the  paroxysm 

Bt  Editakd  BLAexMORE,  M.D.  Ediab.  ^-^g  instantly  cut  short  on  making  a 

Member  Extnordinary  of  *e  Ro«l  Medical  free  incision  in  the  scalp.     In  this  ma- 

"""•^  ttfltoSl'P&iSffi  n^c^l  congestion,  howem,   the  con- 

{Omtin««i  from  pi««  79..1  ''^«'"«  power  of  the  vessels  is  soon 

exhausted,  and  nervousness  or  imbeci- 

^        »,,    ^          ,            a  lity  is  easily  induced  if  depletory  mea- 

Class  III.  On  the  Insane  Affections,  gu^s  are  carried  far.     In  this  order  of 

In  a  purely  medical  view,  insanity  cas^s  I  have  known  the  oxide  of  zinc 
presents  itself  under  three  forms: — 1st,  and  camphor  trusted  to,  when  free 
that  with  inflammatory  symptoms,  as  purging  and  cupping-glasses  on  the 
inCasesIV.  andVI. :  2d,  that  in  which  scalp  would  have  been  the  best  treat- 
fever  is   absent,  the  .pulse  firm,  not  roent. 

quickened,  sometimes  slow ;  the  fea-  In  the  third  form  the  obvious  hyste- 

lures  pallid  and  shrunk  ;*  (he  blood  not  rical  state,  or  the  nature  of  the  exciting 

inflamed;  as  in  Cases  IV.  VII.  VIII. :  cause — pain,  grief,  starvation,  evacua- 

3d,    that  of  sudden   and  violent  pa-  tions,  digitalis,  and  spirituous  liquors — 

roxysms,    \^ith    a   quick  rapid  weak  easily  suggest   the   successful   use  of 

pulse,  a  cold  perspirins  skin,  an  ex-  cordials  and  opium,  as  in  Cases  HI. 

tremely  pallid  wild  glistening  eye, —  and  V.    This  form  sometimes  succeeds 

the  nervous  form  of  mania,  of  wnich  the  first,  from  the  abuse  of  bloodletting 

Cases  III.  and  V.  are  interesting  ex-  and  sedatives. 

amples.     The  diagnosis  of  this  form  Case  I.— A  female,  33  years  old,  in 

from  the  second  or  the  congestive  va-  the  spring  of  1831,  was  affected  for  two 

ricty  of  mania,  is  sometimes,  however,  months  with  habitual  pain  in  the  head 

extremely  difficult,  when  it  occurs  in  and  vertigo,  having  oeen  subject  to 

the  course  of  an  inflammatory  affection  epilepsy  for  two  years  previously,  from 

of  some  organ  in  the  chest  or  abdomen ;  a  fright.     In  May  the  nead  complaints 

an  attendant  hysterical  symptom,  or  were  lessened,  and  she  had  cougn,  hie- 

restless  agitation  and  tremblings,  in  moptoe,  and  pain  in  the  side,  for  three 

some  cases  help  to  solve  the  difficulty ;  weeks  in  the  second  month  of  preg- 

but  in  others  the  symptoms  are  merely  nancy.     The   chest  complaints  were 

delirium,  sleeplesftT:e>8,  and  incessant  then  relieved,  and  the  brain  affection 

lulking,  with  a  puU(?  not  rapid  or  in-  returned    in    severity,    amounting   to 

termittent,    but    gradually    failing    in  maniacal  excitement,   with  spasms  of 

power,— a  state  not  always  refcirible  the  eyeballs  and  alimentary  canal  j  her 
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manner  stupid  and  silent;  the  pulse  Serum  also  was  effused  under  the  mem- 

quick,  without  fever.  branes  and  in  the  ventricles. 

Bleeding  to  twenty  oancefl.  Case  II.— A  woman,  aged  26,  who 

Then  costiveness,  which  a  large  dose  was  subject  to  "nervous  headaches," 

of  calomel  and  scammony  failed  to  re-  fn^  had  latterly  shewn  unusual  irnta- 

jjgyg^  bihty  of  temper,  and  mental  dejection, 

A  i^•^          J     1^.       -1            •  1    •  *  was  deliverea  of  her  first  child  on  June 

A  blister,  and  uitimoiuid  mercunal  oint-  ^^   j           ^^^  .^  ^^^    .^^  afterwards 

ment  on  the  scalp  ;  purgaUve  clysters;  'i    '         restless    talkative  and  did  not 

calomel  and  croton  oU.  ^"®  ^^!^  resiiess,  laiKaiive,  ana  am  not 

recognize  her  nurse;   but  m  the  day 

In  the  next  eightdays  a  great  amend-  nothing  unusual  appeared  to  her  ac- 

ment,  from  active  purging ;  soundness  coucheur,  except  that  she  desired  im- 

of  mind  restored,  bat  severe  pain  at  proper  food,  and  was  impatient  of  con- 

the  top  of  the  head  complained  of  (this  tradiction.    On  the  third  day  she  com- 

might  partly  arise  from   the  irritant  plained  of  her  head  and  bowels,  and 

ointment  ?)     Mild  aperients  were  con-  took  an  aperient,  and  a  narcotic  after 

tinned,    and    she    regained    tolerable  it ;  the  lochia  were  then  rather  scanty, 

health  through  the  autumn ;  but  the  and  she  was  peevish,  absent,  and  indi'f- 

epilepsy  returned.  ferent  to  her  infant. 

I  saw  her  again  on  January  10th,  On  the   ninth   day  the  accoucheur 

1832,  when  far  advanced  in  pregnancy,  found  her  raving,  but  without  fever; 

in  a  state  of  violent  mania,  after  hav-  the  pulse  low.    Leeches  and  purgatives 

ing  complained  for  ten  days  of  pain  in  were  used;  but  the  mania  continued 

the  head  and  sides  of  the  abdomen,  and  with  little  change  for  the  next  eight 

lowness  of  spirits,  with  a  presentiment  days,  and  with  total  sleeplessness.   She 

that  she  should  not  survive  her  con-  made  little  complaint  of  pain  in  the 

finement.  head,  but  it  was  very  hot ;  costiveness 

Bleeding  and  purgatives;  the  blood  not  obstinate.                                     -       ,  i 

inflnmM)  I  saw  hcr  eighteen  days  after  deli- 

very  in  high  maniacal  delirium,  with- 

The  next  day  an  easy  parturition,  of  out  fever;  the  pulse  low,  the  eye  dull, 

which  she  appeared  unconscious.  the  extremities  very  cold,  sleeplessness 

The  13th,  m  high  maniacal  excite-  and  costiveness  continuing;  yet  milk 

™^"*'  in  the  breasts.      Tartarized  antimony 

Leeches  and  antimoniai  ointment  to  the  ^^5  given,  and  produced  vomiting ;  the 

head ;  poi^atives.  strait    waistcoat    applied ;     purgative 

The  14th,  no  lochia,  no  milk;  de-  clysters  administered ;  and  antimoniai 

rangemcnt  continuing;  pulse  low.  ointment  rubbed  on  the  head.     After 

.  A  blister  on  the  head  ;  opium  with  tar-  '^"^  ^^^  became  calmer,  and  got  some 

tarized  antimony ;  a  turpentine  clyster,  natural  sleep;  but  the  insanity  conti- 

J  ,      V  nued,  she  refused  all  food  and  medi- 

16th,  convulsions  and  death,  a  fort-  cines,  and  in  a  week  more  died  from 

niKht  from  the  last  attack  of  mania.  the  exhaustion  naturally  consequent  on 

/Mfoec<iofi.~The  scalp  very  thick;  violent  excitement, 

the  skull  very  dense  and  heavy;  the  Inspection. —  The  hind-head  large; 

brain  indescnbably  vascular;  its  blood-  the  scalp  thick  and  vascular;  the  dura 

vessels  amazingly  enlarged  and  turmd ;  mater,  at  the  vertex,  much  thickened 

the    pia    mater   extremely    vascular;  and  opaque ;  much  serum  on  the  arach- 

blood  effused  on  it  betwixt  the  convo-  noid,  which    was  also  thickened  and 

lutions,  so  iL<»  to  separate  them.     The  opaque  over  the  hemispheres,  dotted 

medullary  substance  dotted  with  bloody  with  calcareous  and  albuminous  gra- 

points.    A  small  portion  of  the  surface  nules  ;  a  similar  state  of  it  at  the  base 

of  the  right  hemisphere  presented  the  of  the  brain.     The  pia  mater  very  tur- 

appearance  of  incipient  gangrene ;  the  gid  with  florid  blood,  particularly  be- 

choroid  .plexus  was  studded  with  albu-  twixt  the  sujwior  convolutions  of  the 

minous  points,  and  very  vascular.   The  hemispheres,    down    to    their  utmost 

medulla  oblongata  and  spmal  chord  depth,  and  at  the  base  of  the  cerebel- 

were  much  softened.     The  cerebellum  lum.     The   ventricles   contained   five 

exhibited  marks  of  inflammation  and  ounces  of  serum;  the  choroid  plexus 

softening,  most  intense  at  the  posterior  very  turgid.      The  substance  of  the 

part,  where   fluid  blood  was  effused,  whole  brain  and  little  brain  very  soft, 
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easily  lacerated,  and  dotted  with  bloody  strength.    In  the  coune  of  thu  dnj 

points.    The  larger  arteries  much  di-  she  was  much  exhaustedi  from  bavmg^ 

fated;   clotted  blood   in  the   sinuses,  had  six  copious  stools;  and  was  re- 

The  upper  portion  of  the  spinal  chord  vived  after  taking  wine  and  an  opiate. 

also  very  vascular.  The  17th,  a  return  of  pain  at  the 

.  ,  ,      ^  stomach,  and  prostration;  surfeited  by 

Case  III.— A  lady  of  a  nervous  tem-  beef-tea. 


perament,  and  weak  habit  of  body,  in  r^«,„u«^  -^^^  iu«»;^  ...^  ..s...i  s^t 

September,  1823,  when  about  38  years  ^^^  "^  *""^"''  "^  "^^^  ^^^ 

of  age,  was  affected  with  severe  gastro*  -^    .'    ,    _•  ^          *i.    i.-.. 

dynia,  connected  with  costiveneSs  and  ,.  ^Jje  18th,  sleeplessness,  throbbine  in 

mental  anxiety,  while  nursing  a  sick  *®>fA'  "*®.^;r*^  ***!*"?  **^  *9»?5 

child;  for  which  tincture  of  muriate  of  «P  for  thm^-six  honrs.    A  clyster,  with 

iron  and  colocynth  were  given  with  <«>lo«y»tJj  m  it,  then  procured  a  hard 

little  avail.    She  came  under  my  care  •^L^STu                   j       *  ^   ^    . 
on  October  1  st,  1 825,  suffering  severely  ,  The  I  SHh,  some  Amendment,  two  daric 
from  her  old  malady.      A  purgative  stooU  having  passed ,  wme  and  nutn- 
wasgivenjandthestomachwasrelieved  "®5*'*".  ™    ,    ^    ^    ,     ^.       .   . 
on  vomiting.    The  next  day,  however,  ,   ^*;»  »«  ^T.u'^  v  'i^?!!  **  ?'"? 
the  pain  wSj  so  severe  as  to  occasion  ^vstencal,  and  the  head  giddy ,  a  look 
syncope ;  this  was  relieved  in  a  few  ^^  **y^"»  prostration, 
days  by  camphor  and  assafcBtida,  and  Bitter  infusion,  with  ammonia,  given, 
applying  heat  to  the  region   of  the  The  21st,  vital  powers  improved;  the 
stnmnch.    The  pulse  and  tongue  were  mind  anxious ;  costiveness  ;  acute  pain 
then  natural.   Shortly  afterwards  there  in  the  epigastrium,  followed  by  a  tym- 
was  a  return  of  costiveness,  with  ten-  panitic  state  of  the  abdomen, 
derness  of  the  abdomen,  cold  perspira-  The  22d,  extreme  coldness  of   the 
tions,  and  pale  urine.    The  antispas-  body;  tympanitic  stite  better  on  pass- 
modic  medicines  were  repeated,  with  ing  two  solid  stools  and  flatus;   but 
ether;  and  a  clyster  given,  by  which  restless  and  incoherent, 
scybalous  stools  were  procured,  and  the  Laudanam  aad  foetid  spirit  of  amDoiua 
pain  relieved  for  a  few  days.  given. 

On  the  12ih  a  severe  return  of  pain.  The  23d,  a  severe  convulsion,  and 

with  diarrhoea,  and  extreme  collapse  of  furious  delirium  j  the  eyes  remarkably 

the    vital    powers;    these    symptoms  glistening,    and   rolling    wildly;    tlie 

abated  on  taking  brandy  and  purgative  bowels  costive;  little  power  of  degUiti- 

clysters,  by  which  agam  much  black  tion ;   pulse   extremely  weak ;  mouth 

foetid  stool  was  discharged.    The  day  aphthous.    She  appeared  dying, 

following  much  shivering,  occasional  On  the  next  day  the  same  state  con- 

vomiting,  pulse  quick,  urine  high-co-  tinued.     I   gave  about  280  drops  of 

loured  laudanum  with  twelve  g;rain8  of  colo- 

Effervescing  salines ;  mercury  with  chalk ;  c>;nth,  at  three  doses,  in  a  few  hours, 

emollient  clysters;    and  an    snodyne  with  clysters;    after  which  she  slept, 

cataplasm  on  the  abdomen.  and  on  awaking  was  sane,  calm,  and 

The  14th,  pain  relieved,  but  the  ani-  Wpy ;  the  pulse  120. 

mal  and  vital  functions  very  low  ;  the  The  25th,  still  more  improved  >  puUe 

mouth  sore  from  seven  grains  of  the  ^«  Five  ounces  of  natural  urine  voided, 

mercury.  the  only  deiection  for  forty  hours,  half 

Camphor  julep,  beef- tea,  and  salines.  a /rachm  of  colocynth,  with  two  ounces 

nyu         s.:t          '                  ^  of  castor  Oil,  having  been  given  in  a 

The  next  day  an  improvement  jspon.  clyster  without  effect.    In  tEe  evening, 

taneous  but  clay-coloured  stools.    In  however,  copious  stools  and  urine  we^ 

the  evening  extreme  exhaustion,  and  voided 

delirium  affer  mental  agitation.  The" 27th.  much  improvement;  na- 

Wine,  camphor,   and  tincture  of  bait  tural  stools  from  castor  oil.    Some  fish 

8*^^*  and  wine  allowed. 

The  L6th,  she  had  slept  and  felt  re-  The  28rh,  a  sleepless  night,  and  a 

vived,  but  had  tremors,  and  nausea,  and  return  of  pain  in  ths  stomach.    Some 

unciminess  in  the  bowels,  which  were  castor  oil  then  produced  seven  fceculeut 

relieved  by  castor  oil,  which  procured  stools,  with  great  relief  of  all  the  symp- 

a large  solid  stool;  pulse  110,  of  good  toms. 
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On  the  3l8t  she  complained  of  ire-  3d  of  Ihc  mania,  rtill  slightly  deliriows. 

mors,  and  a  pricking  sensation  in  the  Two  five-grain  doses  of  calomel,  and 

skin,  and  of  the  night-mare  in  her  an  emollient  clyster,  the  abdomen  be- 

^1     '^  ingtumidi  after  which  a  good  night 

Rbabsft),  mnd  inemiry  with  chalk ;  sad  a  and  decided  relief.               ,  .     ,    - 

mttt  diet.  The  next  day  she  complained  of  a 

November  2d,  again  unhealthy  stools  sensation  of  falling  on  closing  the  eyes, 

and  exhaustion,  the  medicine   being  and  of  nausea  aifl  ^«f '  ^  ^^^^^^^^  5 

neglected.     The  alteratives  were  re-  the  bowels  costive  5  pulse  86,  tense, 

peated,  with    henbane,  and  aromatic  A  poaltice  on  the  epigastrium;   small 

spirit  of  ammonia,  for  a  few  days,  with  doses  of  digitaUs  and  ooUshicam. 

a  good  effect ;  when,  as  she  complained  Qn  the  5th  day  of  the  brain  affection 

of  occasional  stupor  and  a  throbbing  the  mind  natural,  but  vertigo  and  in- 

in  the  head,  the  stimulant  was  discon-  tolerance  of  light  after  disturbed  days ; 

tinned,  and  blue  pill  alone  given.  the  abdomen  tender;  the  bowels  cos- 

On  the  11th  a  mucous  purging,  for  tive. 

which  extract  of  logwooa  and  opium  Leeches  on  the  stomach,  end  a  luative 

was   given  with  advantage;   and  the  dyater. 

appetite  was  aided  by  infusion  of  hop.  ^f^^r  this  she  had  a  dysenteric  affec- 

A  slight  diarrhoea,  however^  continued  tion,  with  an  aphthous  tongue,  for  a 

to  the  24th ;  and  about  the  middle  of  week,  which  was  relieved  by  laxatives, 

December,  after  a  return  of  costive-  alteratives,  morphia,  bitters,  and  Ume 

ness,  she  suffered  fix)m  dysentery,  which  water;  but  it  was  followed  by  severe 

was  relieved  by  the  warm  bath,  and  ^nd  apparently  dangerous  diarrhoea  for 

opiate-starch   clysters ;    but   mucous  ^  fortnight,   with   much    emaciation, 

diarrhoea  remained  to  the  end  of  Ja«  which  was  tsured  at  length  by  opium, 

nuary,   1826.     In  the  course  of  the  catechu,  and  sulphate  of  copper;  and 

spring  her  health  was  restored.  in  the  autumn  her  health  was  restored 

In  July,  1832,  after  fatigue  and  ex-  by  country  air. 

posure  to  cold  rain,  this  natient  was  xhis  lady  died  in  1837,  of  apoplexy, 

affected  with  pain  in  the  chest,  and  a  fr^m  effiision  of  blood  in  the  brain,  and 

catarrhal  cough,    for  which,   on  the  diseased  cerebral  arteries, 

third  day  of  the  illness,  leeches  and  ^        t^t      a                   j  rh    ^r  5- 

sedative  diuretics  were  employed  by  ^  Case  IV.-A  man,  aged  50,  of  in- 

her  medical  attendant.  temperate  habits,  was  affected  in  thj 

On  the  5th  day,  after  a  sleepless  ?""«»«"'  ?f  1?^1  with  mania,  marked 

night,  she  complained  of  pain  in  the  by  hallucinations  of  vision  and  heanng, 

head,    and    manifested   confusion    of  J?d  incessant  loquaciousness  m  Gaelic, 

thought,   excitement,   and    alarm    of  his  native  tongue,  whi6h  he  had  not 

mincT  aid  profuse  sweats.    The  bowels  spoken  for  some  years.    The  pudse  was 

purged.     On  taking  some  acetate  of  "low,  and  there  was  no  fever.    The  in- 

morphia  she  slept  Silmly.    The  next  ^^nity  ^PP?'^^  ^'wt*?^^?  ^^f ,  ^^^ 

day  I  saw  her ,  t^e  pulse  120,  and  very  den  recession  of  errsipelas  in  the  head 

low;   the  eouiitenaSce  ha^krd,  the  ^~"  ^^^^^  ^S"  inSLnil     "^Zi 
mind  alarmed 5  the  head  sfifl  pained;  f«d  the  blood  ^J^^^^^^^^f" 
«  »i;<r«k»  ^».,^K  i^m»;ninfT  three  days  the  erysipelas  returned  to 
a  slight  cough  remaining.  the  face,ind  the  manfa  instantly  ceased 
Ablisterbehmd  the  ear;  a  •"*?*«»  t<|  for  three  days ;  it  then  reappeared, with 
the  feet ;  a  .pint  ^^»^,^^  i  sleeplessness,  and  sever/ pdn  iA  the 
effervescing  apencnU  and  alterative^^  heaJ,  and  high  fever.    lle'^was  a«iin 
Thenwttdayl  found  that  she  had  y^^  largely,  and  purged  (the  Wood 
been  m  funous  mania  all  the  night,  g^jn  ^^^^y  inflamed),  and  got  a  drachm 
and   had   refused   all  medicine;    the  of  lanSmum  at  nights.     Agam  an  in- 
cough  gone ;  puUe  120 ;  no  fever.  ^^,^^1  of  sanity  recurred,  when  the  face 
A  drop  of  croton  oil ;  half  a  grata  of  aoe-  had  affain  become  swollen  for  two  days ; 
tate  of  morphia ;  and  in  a  few  hours  a  ^q^  ^jg  was  followed  by  a  third  pa- 
drachm  of  iaudaDnm  in  a  clyster.  roxvam  of  derangenient  for  a  week. 
These  remedies  were  followed  by  co-  with  lowness  of  spirits,  and  dropsical 
pious    purging,    and   calm  sleep  for  '  swelling  of  the  feet.     By  repose,  and 
twelve  hours.  aperients,   and   counter-irritants,   the 
On  the  Sth  day  of  the  illnetes,  and  disease  was  cured  at  the  end  of  six 
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weeks  from  the  firet  attack ;  but  he  The  6th  day  the  pulse  quick ;  much 

remained  feeble  in  body  and  miud.  heat  behind  the  ears;  pain  and  aense 

Case  V.— A  man,  aged  40,  of  intem-  °^  ^®*'  *"  ^®  bowels,  and  coadveneas. 

perate  habits,  on  August  I9th,  1825,  Pargativca,  and  cold  to  the  head. 

was  attacked,  after  a  debauch,  with  The  7th  day  a  more  natural  state  of 

pneumonia  for  five  days.    He  was  bled  mind,  but  febrile  symptoms  high. 

with  relief;   but  on  the  15th  furious  Leeches  and  purgatives ;  antimony  omit- 

delirium  came  on,  for  which  he  was  ted. 

bled  largely  twice  from  the  arm,  and  The  8th  day,  yet  more  sane ;  head 

also  from  the  temporal  artery,  in  the  reported  to  be  well ;  but  pallidness  and 

course  of  thirty-six  hours.  depression  of  spirits. 

On  the  17th  I  saw  him  in  wild  deli-  Blue  pill  with  colocynth,  and  aromatic 

num,  out  of  bed,  struggling  violently  ammonia, 

with  his  attendant;  the  pupils  dilated  t**,- «^««.  ^     v.    u  j        j  i 

and  fixed  j  the  skin  cool  and  in  profuse  ^^I  a  ^t^''^  ^^  ^^  ^^  «°^  *^^^P'  *°*^ 

perspiration;  the  pulse  140,  and  very  mii  lOfU^^f'    ji             a      •  --^ 

ioft;  bowels  costive.                           ^  The  12th  day,  depressed  spmta, 

ParMtives  •  a  blister  on  the  neck  •  a  douI  Subnitratc  of  bismuth,  two  grains  and  a 

tiS  oT*:  K   ci!rer  aid  ^t  ,^'"'  t^ce  •«.>,;  «,unai  food. 

mony ;  and  a  grain  and  a  half  of  opium  After  tlus   his  spirits  became  more 

on  the  bowels  actmg.  depressed,  and  he  was  observed  to  mut- 

1,1          u    1.               1  ter  in  his  sleep ;  the  pulse  was  60  in 

In  a  few  hours  he  becanje  calm  and  the  morning,  and  40  in  the  evening, 

sensible;  the  pulse  86 ;  and  by  the  use  i^  another  fortnight  a  sUght  return 

of  salines,  and  small  doses  of  laudanum,  of  derangement;   and  after  the  cold 

he  recovered  favourably.  i^^th,  the  pulse  fell  to  49.    The  bis- 

Case  VI.— A  youth,  aged  15,  in  the  »n«th  was  omitted,  and  tepid  bathing 

summer  of  1823  fell  from  a  hay  cart,  ^"d  purgatives  substituted  with  gr^at 

and  struck  his  head ;  after  which  he  advantage.    The  functions  were  natu- 

became  insane.     Bleeding,    and  cold  ^^  ^^^  the  mind  depressed  on  seeing 

washing  of  the  head,  was  ordered  by  a  ^^^  relatives.     Sea  bathing  was  em- 

physician  with  success;  and  in  June,  ployed  beneficially. 

J  824,  he  came  under  my  care  for  a  re-  ^^^  the  fourth  month,  however,  he 

lapse,  in  which  the  perceptions  were  was  again  affected  with  violent  mental 

depraved,  the  passions  excited,  the  pro-  excitement,  sleeplessness,  and  costive- 

pensities  mischievous ;  the  eyes  intole-  ^^^  >  the  face  tumid ;  the  pulse  quick ; 

rant  of  light,  suffused,  and  prominent;  ^^J  &  bleeding  and  purgatives  he  was 

the  head  pained  and  hot ;  the  pulse  again  relieved ;  the  blood  very  fiorid, 

quick   and   bounding,   but  soft ;    the  and  the  clot  soft.     In  the  course  of  the 

tongue  furred.    After  being  purged,  he  n®*^  ^wo  years  he  got  several  parox* 

was  bled  to  sixteen  ounces,  which  in-  ysms,  for  which  he  was  placed  in  an 

duced  extreme  syncope,  the  pulse  fall-  asylum.      Afterwards  his   health  was 

ing  from  100  to  60.  completely  restored,  and  he  now  fills 

The  head  shaven  ;  a  blister  on  the  neck ;  *"  important  situation  with  honour, 

jalap  and  calomel  as  a  purgative ;  and  Case  VII.— A  robust  man,  affed  45 

half  a   grain  of   tartarized  antimony  of  .strongly-marked  melancholic  tem- 

twiceaday.  perament,  fell  into  profound   melan- 

The  next  day  the  symntoms  were  choly  in  March,  1825,  attended  with 

relieved,  except  that  the  hallucinations  severe  sleeplessness,  pain  at  the  epi- 

continued;  the  pulse  low.  gastrium,  flatulency,  obstinate  costive- 

The  medicines  oontinned.  ness,  a  milk-white  tongue,  and  a  small 

The  day  following  he  had  good  sleep,  ^^°^^  P"^®®' 

having  been  vomited  and  purged  by  Saline  purgatives ;  camphor  with  assa- 

the  medicines.  foetida. 

The  5th  day  the  functions  ira-  The  medicines  being  inoperative, 
proved,  but  he  fancied  himself  aboard  croton  oil  was  given,  and  a  blister  and 
ship  (a  sign  of  vertig:o  probably).  The  antimonial  ointment  applied  on  the 
antimony  was  continued  in  frequent  epigastrium.  The  costiveness  was  then 
doses,  after  which  he  was  affected  with  overcome,  but  his  despondency  re- 
weeping  from  depressed  spirits.  mained,  and  he  obstinately  confined 
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liimaelf  to  bed.  Mild  cordiala  and  aiita-  tion  performed.  The  limb  was  dressed 
cidswere  then  used,  with  purgatives  with  the  greatest  care,  and  every  means 
and  the  vapour  bath,  until  Ukj  ;  at  adopted  to  sunport  the  general  health, 
which  time  the  bowels  were  sometimes  She  took  bark,  quinine,  and  other  to- 
costive  for  four  days  together,  and  three  nics,  and  was  allowed  porter,  wine, 
minims  of  croton  oil  were  required  to  strong  gravy,  effgs,  and  nutritious  diet, 
move  them ;  the  skin  was  extremely  as  she  could  take  it.  She  lingered  on 
diy  J  the  pulse  50 ;  the  sleeplessness  in  a  very  precarious  state  for  rather 
better.  A  scruple  of  calomel,  with  one  more  than  three  months,  when  a  gra- 
grain  of  opium,  was  then  given  at  a  dual  improvement  took  place.  Granu- 
dose,  followed  by  cioton  oil  j  and  the  lations  sprune  up  from  the  wound, 
antimonial  ointment  rubbed  on  the  They  increased,  and  at  length  covered 
head.  In  July  he  was  well,  and  re-  the  opening  connected  with  the  joint 
sumed  his  work  as  a  blacksmith.  The  health  now  improved,  and  sleep 
r^  -rrrrr  4  i  j  i_  T  relumcd,  wlth  SL  good  appetite;  the 
Case  VIIL-A  lady  whom  I  saw  a  ^^^^^  contracted  slowly,  and  healed, 
few  years  ago,  in  profound  and  habitual  leaving  an  ankylosed  joint.  On  Feb. 
melancholy,  with  extreme  torpor  of  the  20th,  1845.  she  was  discharged  well  in 
nervous  functions,  which  had  continued  j^^^^jj  y^^^  ^^^^j  ^  stiff  ankle, 
m  spite  of  vanous  remedies,  expe-  Practical  Obserpations.---This  is  one 
rienced  extraordinary  relief  on  acci-  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^y^^^^i,  although  every 
dental  utenne  hemorrhage  taking  gymptom  was  against  the  recovery  of 
]A^^^'  the  patient,  yet  from  having  a  good 

constitution,  and  being  supported,  she 

SURGICAL  CASES  ultimately  struggled  througn  the  mis- 

occuRRiMo  IN  TBB  chicf  shc  sustsincd  from  the  injury. 

ST.   MARYLEBONE    INFIRMARY.  She  was  reduced  to  so  low  a  state  that 

,  a  surgeon  was  justifi  d  m  recommend- 

Treatea  by                ^  -^^^  amputation  in  such  acnse :  indeed, 

R.  A.  Stavfoed.  Esa.  F.R.C.S.  &c.  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so,  for  the  chances 

SoTKecm  to  the  inrtftution.  were  so  little  in  her  favour  that  it  was 

-   ^.    ,  ^     ^^    ,  a  hundred  to  -one  if  she  lived.    Such 

(For  the  London  Medtcal  Gazttte.)  ^^^  ^^^  reXfAtdi  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper. 

^         ^  r^            J  r%' i      s'        r^f  Mr.  Abemethy,  and  Others.    Their  rc- 

Case  of  Compound  Dislocation  of  the  commendation  was  that  the  limb,  un- 

Ankle-joint.  der  such  circumstances,  should  be  re- 

Ann   M'Michael,   set.    55,   admitted  moved. 

July  15th,  1844.   In  going  down  stairs,  ^         -^  ,           .           ^          ^    ».  , 

she  fell,  and  a  compound  dislocation  of  ^^^^  ''■^^''"^"'l  «"^'"'",T  ^•^"'^'''* 

the  left  ankle  waT  the  result.      The  resembled  Hydrophobia. 

joint  was  torn  open,  the  fibula  frac-  On  Nov.  10th,  1844,  Thomas  Smith, 
tured,  and  the  internal  lateral  ligament  st.  14,  was  admitted  into  the  St.  Mary- 
was  ruptured.  She  was  taken  to  the  Icbone  Infirmary,  with  an  injurv  of 
St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  and  the  dis-  the  great  toe  of  the  left  foot,  whicii 
location  was  reduced,  and  the  lacerated  had  occurred  four  days  previously, 
parts  were  kept  in  apposition  by  adhe-  owing  to  a  fall  from  a  horse.  There 
sive  plaster,  bandages,  &c.  The  limb  was  a  deep  cut  over  the  first  joint,  and 
was  placed  on  the  side  in  a  semiflexed  the  part  was  greatly  swollen,  and  look- 
position,  and  a  splint  was  applied  on  ing  red.  Leeches  and  poultices  were 
the  external  side  of  the  leg,  whereby  applied,  and  the  wound  appeared  to  be 
the  joint  was  steadied  by  bandages,  goine  on  well,  when,  on  the  seventh 
and  kept  fixed  in  one  position.  Con-  day,  ne  complained  of  stiffness  of  the 
siderable  suppuration  occurred,  which  neck,  which  he  ascribed  to  a  cold, 
continued  for  some  length  of  time.  The  On  the  following  morning  his  mouth 
health  of  the  patient  declined,  and  she  became  quite  close,  and  trismus  was 
became  much  reduced,  so  much  so  that  complete,  with  a  bending  back  of  the 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  advise  the  cervical  vertebrs.  He  could  speak 
amputation  of  the  limb.  To  this,  how-  distinctly,  although  his  mouth  was 
ever,  she  would  not  consent;  her  life  firmly  shut,  but  he  could  not  swallow, 
was  in  imminent  danger,  but  nothing  for  when  an  attempt  was  made,  even 
could  persuade  her  to  have  the  opera-  with  a  teaspoon,  to  feed  him  with  milk, 
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it  was  convulsively  thrown  back  as  in  the  mucous  membmne  of  the  trachea 

hydrophobia,  and  he  had  a  dread  of  the  larynx,  and  of  the  pharynx.           ' 

fluids,  endeavouring  by  his  hands  to  Practical  Obiervaiiont.^lt  appeafv 

prevent  the  nurse  from  attempting  to  in  this  case  that  not  only  the  maaseter, 

pour  them  down  his  throat,  and,  if  per-  and  those   muscles    which    shut   the 

sisted  in,  it  immediately  caused  eon-  mouth,  were  affected,  but  those  of  the 

vulsions.    His  pulse  was  feeble,  and  at  ttsophagus  also,  in  the  same  manner  as 

140,  and  there  was  a  profuse  sweat  on  they  are  in  hydrophobia.    Themoment 

the  face.  any  fluid  was  attempted  to  be  swallowed. 

An  incision  was  made  into  the  ery-  spasm  was  induced.     It  is  evident  that 

sipalatous  swelling  around  the  wound,  the  Extract  of  Belladonna  had  great 

and  blood  and  pus  escaped^    He  was  power  in  preventin?  the  paroxysms  of 

ordered—  spasm  of  the  trunk,  for  hardly  any 

Six  leeches  to  be  applied  as  near  as  powi-  fj^*"  occ"«wi.     In  two  other  cases  of 

ble  at  the  entrance  of  the    medulla  ^{J®  **^™®  descnption,  and  where  opi«- 

spinalia  through  the  foramen  magnum  tno^onos  was  complete,  I  have  used  ihc 

into  the  cavity  of  the  skull.    Extract  Belladonna  in  the  same  manner,  and  in 

of  Belladonna  was  nibbed  along  the  ^^^  the  exacerbations  of  convuUioo 

whole  course  of  the  cervical  Tertebne,  were  prevented.  The  Tinctara  Canabis 

and  was  frequently  repeated.  An  enema  Sativa  appears  to  have  been  attended 

was  administered,  containing—  with  little  benefit,  but  this,  perhaps, 

p,  Oici  Terebinthinse,  Jss. ;   Olei  Rtcint,  considering  the  ejection  of  every l hint' 

58S. ;  Decocti  Hordei,Os8.;lTinct.Opii,  that  was  taken,  cannot  be  considered  a 

tnxl.  M.ft.  Eiiema.  fair  case:  as  yet,  however,  the   efl*ect 

9.  Hydrargyn  Chlondi,  gr.  u ;    Palv.  of  this  remedy,  from  the  cases  which 

^^^.'J^'u^^-'       •  ^    ^aV'  '"  ^a^e  been   published,  appears   to  be 

melle  tertus  bona  sumendus.    Also —  ^g^^v  AntyhtM                               «    w  u^ 

R  Tinct.  Canabia  Sativw.  wixx. ;    Mist.  ^  aouowui. 

Camphone,  S . ;  M.  ft,  Haustus,  sextia  Twq  Catet  of  PkUffmonous  E,  tf«ipe/«f , 

hons  sumendus.  from  wounds  poUimed  by  Copper. 

When  an  attempt  was  made  to  ad-  Case  I—Margaret  Pitfield,  »t.  6S. 

minister  these  medicmes    they    were  washerwoman,  of  temperate  habiu.  ad- 

convulsively  thrown  back.  mitted  13lh  Dec.  1844.  pricked  her  right 

He  gradually  got  worse,  but  the  con-  thumb  with  a  pin,  which  ran  into  the 

vulsions  were  not  severe.    There  being  flesh  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch.     She 

tenderness,  and  a  disposition  to  a  tym-  afterwardsscouredoutadirty  copper  and 

panilic  state  of  the  abdomen,  he  was  the  thumb  immediately  swelled  to^ouble 

fomented  with  a  turpentine  fomenta-  its  natural  size.    On  the  following  day 

tion.    Ordered—  the  whole  hand  and  arm  became  ira- 

9,  Acid.  Hydrocyanici  (Scheele)  mij. ;  ^^ns^ly  swollen  and  inflamed.     She 

Moqihis!  Muriat.  gr.  i ;   Mist.  Cam-  <ufl^ered  ^at  pain ;    fever  came   on, 

phone,  ^ ;  M.  ft.  haustus,  statem  su-  with  a  quick  pulse,  thirst,  and  a  furred 

mendus.  et  repetatur  quartis  horia.  tongue.      The    inflammation    rapidly 

This  draught  was  convulsively  re-  fP'!?^  }1J^^  «^*^"^'^  ?*!PT"'  '''I 

jected.  The  Sreathing  now  became  very  "Pj*»efore  arm,  and  on  to  tKe  humeral 

difiicult,  and  in  twenty  hours  from  thi  Ef/^'  ^^'^^''^^V^^f  ^f  V'"""!'  P^*^?- 

time  he  was  firbt  attacked,  he  expired.  t^J7  "^5  '?*%i!*"^  fif  **I!"*Tf  "*; 

'          ^  scesses  formed,  both  in  the  hand  and 

Post-mortem. ^'^o  appearances  re-  arm.  These  were  opened,  but  others 
markable  in  the  brain  itself,  but  the  appeared  in  different  parts  of  the 
base  of  the  cerebellum,  the  tuber  cellular  integument  and  under  the 
annulare,  and  the  medulla  oblon^ta,  fascia.  Large  incisions  were  made  into 
were  much  redder  than,  natural.  The  them,  and  a  profuse  discharge  of  pus 
medulla  spinalis  also,  along  the  cervical  was  the  result  This  state  of  things 
vertebra,  was  redder  than  it  ought  to  remained  for  a  considerable  time  (for 
be,  but  the  rest  of  the  spinal  chora  was  at  least  two  months),  when  the  inflam- 
healthy ;  the  yeesels  of  the  arachnoid  mation  of  the  arm  gindnally  abated, 
membrane  of  the  base  of  the  brain,  and  and  the  wounds  healed,  but  the  hand, 
medulla  oblongata  and  medulla  HpinaltR  and  more  jMrtieularly  the  fingers,  re- 
in the  cervical  portion,  were  injected  niained  tumid,  and  more  resembled  the 
with  blood;  tliere  was  inflammation  of  foot  of  an  dephant,  or  the  disease 
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termed  elephantiasis,  tha  n  thenatural  months ;  at  length,  the  inflammation 
liml).     The  fingers  and  back  of  the  abated,  the  wounds  healed,    and    in 
hand  were  (edematous,  and  it  was  ne-  March     she   was    discharged,    cured, 
cessary  to  make  frequent  punctures  in  The  constitutional  treatment  very  much 
them  to  let  out  the  fluid,  which  was  resembled  that  in  the  last  case.    In  (he 
transparent    Abscesses  still  formed  in  febrile  symptoms,  she  took  purgatives, 
the  palm  of  the  hand  and  on  the  wrist,  antimonials,  and  salines;    and  after- 
and  as  often  as  it  was  reouired  they  wards,  bark,  <)uinine,  wine,  porter,  and 
were  o^iened.    At  length  it  became  ne-  a  nutritious  diet, 
ccssary  to  make  an  extensive  incision  Practical  Obtervationt, — Thesecases 
from  the  middle  of  the  forearm,  along  show  that  wounds  can  be  poisoned  by 
the  wrist,  over  the  tendons,  into  the  copper,  or,  rather,  its  chemical  changes. 
palm  of  the  hand.    From  this  time  the  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  what  is 
swelling  went  down,  and  the  wound  termed  verdigris,    or    the    acetate  of 
discharged    freely.     A   bandage   was  copper,  having  impregnated  the  wounds 
lightly  applied  on  the  arm  and  over  the  of  these  two  individuals,  was  the  cause 
hand,  so  as  to  make  slight  pressure,  of  the  immense  irritation  and  mischief 
An  ointment  of  the  iodide  of  potash  which  arose  in  the  cellular  integuments 
was  rubbed  upon  the  tumid  parts,  and  and  parts  around  it    In  animal  poi- 
a  lotion  of  the  Decoctum  Querci  con-  sons,  the  absorbents  take  up  the  virus ; 
stantly  applied.    Absorption  ^piduallpr  they  become  inflamed  in  consequence 
took  place,  and  the  tumefaction  dimi-  of  it,  and,  through  their  channels,  it 
nished.    The  hand  now  began  to  as-  spreads  on  to  the  glands,  causing  sup- 
sume  its  natural  form  and  appearance,  puration,  &c.    Hence  we  see  this  occur 
The  wounds   healed,   and  after    four  in  dissection  wounds,  in  syphilis,  in 
months  treatment  the  patient  got  well,  variola,  or  small-pox,  &c.    It  appears, 
and  ultimately  will  have  a  tolerably  however,  that  when  the  acetate  or  cop- 
free  use  of  the  hand.    The  constitu-  per,  orother  substances  of  the  same  cha*> 
tional  treatment  of  the  case  was,  first,  racter.poison  wounds,  they  are  not  taken 
during  the  fever  and  irritative  symp-  up  by  the  absorbents,  but  that  their  irrita- 
toms,  purgatives,  sudorifics,  and  saline  ting  eflTect  spreads  on  into  the  net-work 
medicines.    Afterwards,  when  the  ac-  ofcellularlissueformingtheintegument, 
tive  symptoms  had  abated,  and  when  and  in  so  rapid  a  manner,  that  tumefac- 
it  was  necessary  to  support  the  health,  tion  and  inflammation  instantly  occur, 
bark,  quinine,  wine  porter,  and  a  gene-  The  samemay  beobserved  in  erysipelas; 
rous  diet.  whatever  this  poison  may  be,  and  a  poi- 
Casr    II.— Hester   Jones,    st    G5,  son  it  is,  for  it  is  infectious  from  the 
charwomsm,    admitted  21  st   January,  woundofonepatienttoth.it  of  another, 
1845,  with  abscess  in  the  right  hand,  the  skin  and  the  cellular  structure  im- 
and  difiuse  cellular  inflammation,  ex-  mediately  participate  in  it ;  abscesses 
(ending  a  considerable  way  up  the  fore  form,  the  cellular  interment  sloughs, 
arm.     Both  the  hand  and  arm  were  and  the    deaih  of  (his  part,    if   the 
immensely  swollen  and  painful.    The  inflammation  be  not   arrested,    takes 
account  she  gave  of  herself,  is,  that  place.     In  tlie  first  of  these  two  cases 
while  she  was  scrubbing  the  floor,  the  just  related,  it  may  be  observed  the 
wires  of  the  brush,  which  were  made  virulence  of  the  poison,  and  the  very 
of  copper,  and  which,  to  use  her  own  great    mischief  that  arose  in  con^e- 
expression,  "  were  cankered/' ran  into  ouence  of  it    On  the  same  evening 
(he  i)alm  of  her  hand.     On  the  same  ihe  thumb  was  double  its  natural  size, 
evening,  she  found  her  hand  extremely  and,  on  the  following  morning,  the 

Eainful,  and  she  could  not  nse  it  It  hand  and  arm,  extending  up  to  (he 
egan  to  swell  to  nearly  double  its  humeral  part,  also  were  swollen  to  an 
natural  size.  An  abscess  formed  in  the  immense  extent  Collections  of  pus 
palm,  which  was  opened,  and  poultices  formed  in  difllerent  parts  of  these  swell- 
applied.  Other  swellings  formed  both  ings,  ond,  as  often  as  they  were  re- 
on  the  back  and  palm  of  the  hand,  and  lieved,  others  made  their  appearance, 
which  contained  pus.  These,  as  fast  and,  after  as  many  as,  at  least,  twenty 
as  they  occurred,  were  opened,  but  incisions,  and  some  of  them  very  con- 
sloughing  took  place  over  the  tendons  siderable,  the  disease  abated,  and  ulti- 
of  the  wrist  which  were  exposed,  mately  was  cured.  In  the  second  case. 
This  state  of  parts  continued  for  two  which  was  not  so  severe  as  the  former, 
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abscesses  formed  in  the  same  manner,  of  this  grade,  it  docs  not  nppcar  th.M 
and  even  sloughing  took  place  over  any  portion  of  the  examination  fee 
the  wrist,  exposing  the  tendons.  I  am  would  pass  into  the  coffers  of  the  for- 
aware  that  it  has  been  doubted  whether  mer  institation.  Under  these  circum- 
wounds  can  be  poisoned  by  verdigris,  stances,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the 
or  the  acetate  of  copper,  and  I  myself  Apothecaries'  Company  will  undertake 
once  considered  it  "a  vulgar  error;"  to  protect  the  whole  of  the  qualified 
I  have,  however,  now  seen  so  many  profession  against  anqnalified  competi< 
cases,  and  the  present  two  afford  such  tors  ?  Clause  35  of  the  {(resent  is 
strong  evidence  of  it,  that  I  am  disposed  much  more  explicit  and  comprehensive 
to  think  the  fact  is  estabUshed.  than  Clanse  31  of  the  original  bill,  and 
[To  be  continued.]  under  the  superintendence  of  a  vigilant 
— Council  of  Health,   might  become  * 

THE  AMENDED  MEDICAL  BILL.  very  useful  provision.     The  term  "doc- 

tor,"  comprise  at  this  tmie  a  larjge  pro- 

TO  m  n^iU.  ^M.  i^e^co/  G«.«.  |;::|1°^^:|X?^J?"S  it"L?^ 

SiR»  that  they  do  not  profess  to  be  d<x:£or? 

There  are  probably  few  members  of  of  medicine  but  of  phiiosophj^,  or  some- 

the  medical  profession  who  have  not  thing  else.     The  author  of  the    bill 

read  with  pleasure  the  speech  delivered  having  acknowledged  the  propriety  of 

by  Sir  James  Graham  in  the  House  of  making  new  restrictions,  and  of   not 

Commons,  on  the  25th  nit.,  on  the  oc-  abolishing   others    already    in    force, 

casion  of  his  asking  leave  to  introduce  would  it  not  be  better  to  insert  at  once 

his  Medical   Bill.     The  Right  Hon.  a  penal  clause  against— not  only  those 

gentleman     has     evidently    bestowed  who  practise  with  a  fraudulent  title — 

much  and  careful  consideration  on  the  but  against  those  who  practise  at  all — 

subject  of  medical  reform,  and  has  not  without  a  license? 
been  an  inattentive  observer  of  what        In  detailing  his  views  with  respect 

has  been  passing  in  the  profession  dur-  to  the  constitution  of  the  Council  of 

ing  th6  last  six  or  seven  months.  There  Health,   Sir  James  Graham  declares 

are  now  surely  none  who  will  impugn  that  "^neral  practitioners,  and  country 

his  motives  in  bringing  forward  this  practitioners,  nave  a  right  to  be  repre- 

measure,  or  deny  that  he  is  actuated  by  sented  in  the  Council ;"  and  he  mti- 

a  wish  not  only  to  legislate  herein  for  mates  his  intention  of  advising,  that  a 

the  public  welfare,  but  to  make  his  bill  portion  of  the  members  of  this  body,  to 

acceptable  and  satisfactory  to  the  pro-  be  nominated  by  the  Crown,  should 

.  fession  itself.  consist  of  this  class  of  the  profession. 

The  new  bill  is  in  several  respects  an  The  Home  Secretary  would  doubtless 
improvement  on  the  former  one.  It  fulfil  his  pledge,  and  there  is  no  reason 
recognizes  to  a  much  greater  extent  the  to  fear  that  he  would  not  make  a  jodi- 
principle  of  protection,  although  the  cious  selection  ;  but  Sir  James  Graham 
means  provided  for  giving  effect  to  that  will  not  be  Secretary  of  State  for  ever, 
principle  still  fall  short  of  what  is  re-  and  there  is  in  the  printed  bill  no  pro- 
quired,  and  of  what  is  moreover  attain-  vision  for  the  appointtnent  or  election 
able  by  act  of  Parliament.  The  power  of  general  practitioners,  although  a 
to  enforce  penalties  is  to  remain  with  clause  or  clauses  to  that  effect  will  pro- 
the  Apothecaries'  Company  ;  but  it  is  bably  be  inserted  on  the  second  read- 
notorious,  that  (owing  probably  to  their  ing,  or  "in  Committee.'^  It  will  be 
great  expense)  the  prosecutions  hi-  observed,  moreover,"  that  the  physi- 
therto  instituted  by  the  Company  have  cians  and  surgeons  on  the  Council 
been  ver}^  unfrequent ;  and  in  the  new  would  be  elected  by  the  fellows  of  their 
position  it  would  occupy,  if  this  bill  respective  Colleges,  while  the  general 
should  become  law,  the  penal  clauses  practitioners  would  be  appointed  by  the 
of  the  Act  of  1815  would  be  little  more  Crown,  the  former  being  elected  for 
than  a  dead  letter.  The  future  licen-  three  years,  the  latter  (agreeably 
tiates  of  medicine  and  sureery  would  with  Clanse  4)  holding  olHce  dur- 
not  be  licentiates  of  "  the  Hall ;"  and  ing  her  Majesty's  pleasure.  Nor, 
although  two  persons,  appointed  by  the  whatever  regulations  are  made  with 
Court  of  Assistants,  are  to  aid  the  Col-  respect  to  one  class  of  the  profession, 
lege  of  Physicians  in  the  examination  they  should  apply  to  all.     If  the  phy- 
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sicians  and  surgeons  are  to  be  elected,    Clause  21  provides,  thjat  the  curricula 
the    general    practitioners  should  be    of  study  and  particulars  of  examination 
elected  also.     If  the  latter  should  be    of  the    Universities  and   Examining 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  for  life,    Boards  shall  not  be  valid  unless  ap- 
it  cannot  be  said  that  their  class  of  the    proved  by  the  Council  of  Health.  The 
profession  would  be  represented  in  the    doctor  of  medicine,  therefore,  after  pass- 
Council  of  Health.  ing  the  University  examination  for  his 
Respecting  the  propriety  of  all  prac-    degree,  as  well  as  the  State  examina- 
titionersenteringthe  profession  through    tion  for  his  license,  should  be  admissi- 
a  common  examination  and  license,    ble  into  the   Colleges   of  Physicians 
the  remarks  of  Sir  James  Graham  are    without  further  examination. 
pointed  and  sensible.    "  I  earnestly  de-       The  ages  at  which  persons  are  to  be 
sire,"  says  he,  "  to  see  one  admission    admitted  into  the  different  grades  of 
to  practise,  by  an  examination,  com-    the  profession   have  been  frequently 
mon  to  all;  Hnd   that  after  all  shall    commented  upon;  and  it  would  per- 
have  passed  one  common  portal,  each    haps  be  advisable  thai  these  should 
should  choose  what  branch  of  medicine    not  be  specified  in  the  bill,  but  left  to 
he  may  wish  to  practise."    Objections    the  discretion  of  the  Council  of  Health, 
have,  it  appears,  been  made,  on  the    It  is  considered  by  many,  that,  at  the 
part  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  to    age  of  21  years,  few  men  are  fitted  to 
such  an  arrangement,  on  Ihe  ground    undertake  the  responsibilities  of  the 
that  it  would  interfere  with  the  courses    medical  practitioner.      Sir   Benjamin 
of  study  prescribed  by  the  Universities.    Brodie,  Sir  James  Clark,  Mr.  Green, 
That  the  high  position  in  society  now    and  other  men  of  eminence,  have  ex- 
occupied  by  tlie  English  physician  is,    pressed  an  opinion  of  this  kind ;  and  if 
in  a  great  measure,  to  be  attributed  to    u  be   too  early  now,  it  will  be  still 
his  residence  at  one  of   the  Univer-    more  so  a  few  years  hence,  when,  in 
sities,   and  to  the  connections  he  is    conformity  with  the  rapid  increase  of 
there  enabled  to  form  with  parties  in-    medical  science,  a  greater  amount  of 
tended  for  the  other  learned  profes-    knowledge  will  be  required  of  candi- 
sions,  and  with  the  aristocracy,  is  un-    dates  for  the  license,  than  they  are  at 
deniable ;  and  it  would  not  be  for  the    present  expected  to  possess, 
advantage  of  the  profession  that  such        Clause  20  of  the  new  bill  gives  to 
a  state  of  things  should  be  annulled ;    licentiates  of  medicine  and  surgery  a 
but  it  is  by  no  means  apparent  that    right  of  admission  (on  payment  of  a 
the  views  of  Sir  James  Graham,  and    fee)  into  the  Colleges  of  Surgeons,  as 
that  large  body  of  the  profession  who    members  or   licentiates    thereof  (the 
think  with  him,  could  not  be  carried    former   term    would   be    preferable), 
into   effect  without  producing  such  a    They  would  be  examined  also  by  the 
result.     Were  a  minimum  age  to  be    Colleges  of  Physicians,  and  might  on 
fixed  for  the  attainment  of  the  license    that  account  be  associated  with  those 
to  practise,  it  would  not  follow  that  all    Colleges  quite  as  consistently  as  with 
should  apply  for  it  preciteiif  at  that    the  Colleges  of  Surgeons.    In  the  pro- 
age.    The  license  would  signify  that    fession  of  the  law,  we  find  the  same 
the  person  holding  it  was  considered  a    individual  admitted  as  an  attorney  of 
safe  and  properly  qualified  practitioner,    one  of  her  Majesty's  courts  at  West- 
in    the  full  acceptation  of  the  term,    minster,    and  a   solicitor  of  another. 
The  University  degree  would  denote  that    So  in  medicine,  the  person  intending 
he  had  devoted  himself  more  particu-    to  practise  both  medinne  and  surgery, 
larly  to  the  strictly  medical  part  of  the    might  be  an  associate  of  a  College  of 
profession  ;  and  his  association  with  a    Physicians,  and  a  member  of  a  College 
College  of  Physicians  would  show  the    of  Surgeons :  physicians  and  surgeons 
line  of  practice  he  was  desirous  to  adopt,    being  fellows  of  their  respective  Col- 
The  examination  for  the  license  required    leges.    The  recent  charter  of  the  Col- 

of  him  (in  common  with  other  grades  of  — — r — ^,   „.., — \  ^.     ->  .>, .  — .  „^   :  ^ 

Ai!"       V      •      X  1  .,  *u^  c«»*»   .^:»k«-  K<>  *  The  able  Editor  of  the  Bntish  and  Foreijfn 

the  profession)  by  the  State,  might   be  Medical  Review,  anticipating  the  April  number 

submitted  to  a  year,  or  a  month,  or  day,  of  that  jonmal,  has  pat  forth  a  statement  relative 

within  th«»  f  in«»  of  hifi  annlvincr  for  his     ♦<>  *h«  "«w  charter  of  the  Collere  of  Physicians, 
WJtnin  ine  time  OI  niS  applying  lor  iiis     ^.j^^^j^  ^^  announces  that  thefellowship  is  to  be 

degree  or  admission  into  a  College  Ot  umited  to  "  a  small  number  of  the  members  of 

Physicians.     To  insure,  as  far  as  possi-  the  corpqration.»'    The  fellowa  at  this  time  an», 

^^J   L-vTu    .in;r,.*»>;».>  Ln/1    <>flfi/.i^iinv  with  few  exceptiona,  physicians  residmg;  in  Lon- 

ble,    both    unifurmily  g^nd   etbciency,  don -,  and  as  tlhe  annual  vacancies  occasioned  by 
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lege  of  Snmons  provides  that  fnture  ,^|p  „^  ft^  xht  dignity  of  the  ^rder  of 

members  of  the  College  shall  lie  ud-  phyfticiafis. 

milted  to  examination  for  the  fellow-  'phc  admission  of  Hcentiiites  to  the 
ship  at  the  expiration  of  twcWe  years  highest  bonouw  and  priyilegrs  of  the 
from  the  dates  of  their  diplomas--at  aforesaid  Colleges  at  an    eariier  age 
the  age  of  33,— a  penod  somewhat  late  than  is  proposed,  added  to  the   provi- 
(a  clergyman  may  be  a  bishop  at  30) ;  sjon  made  bv  Clause  20,  woold  dinti- 
but  licentiates  of  medicine  and  surgery  nfci,^  j^  ^  g^^t  mefwnre,  the  anxietr 
are  not  to  be  admitted  as  associates  of  „ow  felt  by  a  large  bodv  of  the  pmfe^ 
the  College  of  Physicians  of  England  ^\^  for  a  College  of  'Geneml    Prvirti* 
uniil  40  years  of  agj,  nineteen  year*  tionewi  as,  in  this  case,  a  majoriry  of 
after  the  period  fixed  for  the  license !  the  latter  would  aspire  to  become  A  wo- 
If,  in  the  first  instance,  physicians  and  ciates  of  a  College  of  Phy  siciana,  or  Fd- 
surgeons  are  to  be  admitted  at  the  ages  lowsof  aCollege  of  Surgeons.  The  new 
of  26  and  25,  and  in  each  case  after  College  would  then  consist,  far    ike 
fiv€  years  of  study,  surely  there  can  be  ^^^^  p„,.f^  of  the  junior  members  of  the 
no  good  reason  for  making  a  difference  profession  j  and  it  would  be  belter  for 
of  seven  years  in  the  admission  of  the  them  even  to  remain  onineorpomted, 
associates  of  one  College  and  the  fcl-  than     belong    to    an    esUblisIinient 
lows  of  another.    If,  as  is  well  known,  ^y^^^h  would  hold  a  place  in  public 
many  of  our  ablest  physicians  have  estimation  infenor  to  that  of  ensHne 
been  general  practitioners,  why  should  Colleges.      In   the  meantime   a  more 
the  public  be  depnved  of  the  services  liberal  policy  should  be  adopted  with 
of  this  class  in  the  character  of  physi-  aspect  to  the  admission   of  ex»<«rite 
cians  (provided  they  be  men  of  liberal  members   into   the  fetlawsMp  of   the 
education,  and  wish  to  practise  as  such),  English  College  of  Surgeons :  injoaliee 
until  so  advanced  a  period  of  Ufe  as  ^o„id  thus  be  obviated,  discontent  re- 
40  years.    Agreeably  with  Clauses  16  moved,  and  there  would  then  perhaps  be 
and  22,  the  general  practitioner,  how  no  >i«re«it/fy  to  give  a  vote  in  the  election 
learned  and  highly  qualified  soever  he  ©f  the  Council  to  fnturtt  members  of 
may  be,mu8t,in  order  to  become  aphysi-  the  College,  as,  at  a  given  age,  thov 
cian,  either  matriculate  and  reside  two  ^ould  all  be  admissible  on  examina- 
years  in  a  University  for  the  degree  tion  into  the  fellowship  j  and,  becdhn- 
of  M.D.,  and  undcr^  an  additional  ing  membew  with  this  understanding, 
examination  before  being  admitted  into  they  could  not  complain  of  any  opprt^- 
a  College  of  Physicians,  or  he  must  give  ©r  invidious   exclusion  from  the 
wait  until  he  reach  the  age  of  40,  to  privileges  of  the  higher  grade, 
be  admitted  to  examination  by,  and  ad-  The  advocates  for  a  College  of  Gene- 
mission  into,  the  College  of  Physicians  ^1  Practitioners  have  probably  over- 
of  England.    Supposing  that  the  Conn-  ^ted  the  advantages  which  such  an 
cil  of  Health   would  insist  on  licen-  jngtitution  is  calculated  to  afford :  in 
tiates  being  well  educated  men,  these  other  words,  they  have  looked  to  incor- 
regulations  are  more  stringent  than  is  poration  as  an  instrument  for  the  cor- 
necessary,  either  for  the  public  inte-  rection   of  grievances  which   are   re- 

— movable  by  other  means.    What  are 

dMihraiMtbefew,  andtbeHUiiwnpoftheaftine  the  principal   grievances  which  preRS 

will  be  by  personal  voting:  at  the  College,  the  ,„^„   this   orade  of    the  nrofession  P 

feUovM  will  continue  to  consist  almost  exclu-  SJt"      .     .,o^"^  "'    me   proieBsion  r 

siveiy  of  metranoiitan  physictans,  who  will  be  Tlie  mnjonty  of  them  may  be  attributed 

enipowcrcd  to  elect  tbecoverniDvbodv,  and  the  to  iiw/fliV  coiitB*//*ti>if,  which   mny  be 

representative  in  the  Conncil  of  Health  of  the  ,-»-.i-Jl  ^f  ..«X>*  f «■•««  K^^^l.,      I     rxt^^i 

College  of  Physicians  (no longer  of  London,  but)  «!>«««»  Of  under  two  heads—I.  Dl»si- 

of  England.    The  fotura  "licentiates  of  medi-  milanty  of  qualin cation  ;   2.  Want  of 

out  receiving  trwti  It  further  recognition ;  and  it  mg  under  these  heads  are  common  to 

is  to  cmnDriae  all  the  pliTdcians  in  England  ( but  the  whole   profession  —  tO   physicians 

if  Dr.  Forhes's  information  be  correct,  the  pro-  ^-j  Bnww»mifl  wIia  Iiava  thAir  HiBtin«*f 

vincial  physicians  wiU  have  bnt  small  cAartemI  JJ*?,  SUlgeons  WHO  nave  ineir  aiSlmct 

privileges,  besides  those  of  paying  their  money  Colleges,  as  well  as  to  general  pra:  ti- 

to  the  College  and  taking  mretarn  the  empty  tioners  who  have  not.      The  first  of 

tiUe  of  "  associate.'*      Let  us   hope  that  the  «u^„^  ^„:i-  «...«ij  i^  ^i...:.«.ji   i.«.  tv^ 

learned  Editor  is  under  a  mistake;  butifthisbe  these  evils  would  be  obviated  by  the 

not  the  case,  any  anch  clause  in  the  proposrd  establishment    of   that    nntformity   of 

charter  slionld  he  vigoronsly  and  at  ouce  reroon-  nnalifiraf inn    which  ie  wonM  ItP  nn«>  t\T 

strated  against,  nofby  physidans  only,  but  by  TIT""^"**"'  ^    .^^  "  ^?";r  "*  ^I^^^^ 

the wholeprofeMion.  <"«  t"Os^    conspicuous  dudes  of   the 
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Council  of  Health  to  procure  through-  the  Council  of  Health  ;  but  this  re- 
out  the  United  Kingaom  (Clause  21).  Quires  confirmation.  All  members  of 
The  second  would  be  rectified,  as  far  as  the  Council  would,  in  the  first  instance, 
it  is  capable  of  being,  by  the  adoption  bp  'appointed  by  the  Crown ;  and  when 
of  stringent  measures  against  unqnnli-  the  time  should  arrive  for  a  portion  of 
fied  practitioners.  Much  discontent  them  to  be  chosen  by  the  profession,  it 
has  arisen  from  the  over- crowded  state  would  not  be  difficult  to  form  a  consti- 
of  the  profession — an  evil  which  has  tuency  out  of  the  registered  general 
of  late  begun  to  correct  itself,  and  practitioners,  in  accordance  with  de- 
which  would  be  still  more  effectually  tails  which  should  be  specified  in  the 
controlled  by  such  regulations  as  we  bill ;  and  the  election  of  their  repre- 
are  warranted  in  supposing  that  the  sentatives  might  be  determined  by  vot- 
Council  of  Health  would  either  origi-  ing  papers  supplied  to  those  who  should 
nate  or  sanction.  demand  them,  the  names  of  candidates, 

The  general  interests  of  the  profes-  (previously  annouiujed),  being  given  at 
sion  would  be  much  more  likely  to  the  same  time.  If  personal  voting 
meet  with  attention  from  such  a  body  should  be  deemed  preferable,  assessors 
as  the  Council  of  Health  (fairly  con-  might  be  sent  to  certain  places  to  con- 
stituted), than  from  the  Councils  of  duct  the  election, 
particular  corporations.  Our  first  aim,  The  institution  of  a  third  College 
therefore,  in  reference  to  medical  go-  has,  I  admit,  been  advocated  by  a  large 
vernment,  should  be  to  have  the  inte-  number  of  general  practitioners,  both 
rests  and  feelings  of  all  classes  of  the  metropolitan  and  provincial;  the  pre- 
profession  adequately  represented  in  ceding  remarks  are,  therefore,  offered 
this  body.  Its  powers  would  be  ex-  with  much  deference  to  the  opinions  of 
tensive  m  controlling  not  only  indi-  those  who  are  really  anxious  for  its 
viduals  but  corporations  ;  and  the  establishment.  The  arguments  hitherto 
mixed  character  of  its  constitution  adduced  in  its  behalf,  and  the  proposed 
would  be  a  safeguard  against  unjust  or  methods  of  organizing  it,  have  failed  to 
partial  legislation.  Of  its  important  convince  me,  amongst  many  others, 
bearing  on  the  public  welfare,  nothing  that  under  existing  circumstances  and 
need  be  said  in  this  pi. ice.  prospects,  I  should  best  promote  the 

Without  wishing  to  impute  unworthy  welfare  of  the  class  to  which  I  belong 

or  selfish  designs  to  the  general  prac-  by  giving   it   my    support,   although 

Citiouers  of  London,  than  whom  a  more  not  prepared  or  presumptuous  enough 

honourable  or  useful  class  of  persons  to  unirm,  that  under  no  circumstances, 

does  not  exist,  it  is  undeniable  that  and  on  no  conditions,  would  an  incor- 

many,  if  not  most,  of  the  peculiar  be-  poration  of  this  kind  be  desirable.  The 

nefits  to  be  expected  from  the  esta-  solution  of  this  question  roust  greatly 

blishment  of  the  proposed  new  College  depend  on  the  course  which  matters 

would  be  confinefl  to  their  body.    The  may  take  during  the  next  few  weeks, 

College  would  have  a  building,  a  li«  and  on  the  position  in  which  the  ge- 

brarjr,  reading  rooms,  lectures,  evening  neral   practitioners   are    likely  to   be 

meetings,  &c.— all  very  good  things —  placed  oy  the  proposed  bill  and  Col- 

but  which  could  be  very  imperfectly  lege  charters*.    Sir  James  Graham  has 

shared  by  practitioners  resident  in  the  certainly  shown  no  disposition  to  hurry 

Erovinces,    and,  for-  those    living   in  forward  his  measures,  but  hfis  given 

rondon,  would  be  equally  attainable  time  for  their  due  consideration  and 

through  a  Metropolitan  Association  of  discussion.    With  respect  to  his  inten- 

General  Practitioners.    As  for  the  exa-  tion  of  recommending  to  the  Crown  the 

roination  and  licensing  of  this  class  of  establishment,  by  charter,  of  a  **  Royal 

the  profession  by  men  of  their  own  College  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Mid- 

^rade,  there  are  few    general  practi-  wifery,"'  he  has  declined  to  pled^  him- 

tioners,  I  should  think,  who  would  not  self  until  further  inquiry  be  made  into, 

prefer  being  exnmined,    and  having  and    fiu'ther    information    be  elicited 

their  certificate^  signed,   by  eminent  upon,  a  subject  of  so  much  importance, 

physicians  and  surgeons.  In  this  he  1ih^  probably  exercised  a 

It  may  be  said,  that  without  a  dis-  sound  discretion,  particularly  as  three- 

tinct  incorporation,  there  would  be  no      ^  -,. — p— — .  ^.    ^  ,, yz , 

^^r.                    />i.*                       A  *  Th0  clMTlev  of  the  College  of  Sorceant  of 

eatisfiictory  way  of  elecUng  persons  to  Enifland,  It  f s  said,  wiU  l>e  moUified,  or  f  sapple- 

represent  the  general  practitioners  in  mental  cWter  will  be  granted. 

904.— XXXV.  3  E 
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fourths  pr  more  of  the  general  practi-  dence  and  poliee-*fn  a  word,  of  State 
tioners  of  England  have,  up  to  this  medicine.    The  efforts  of  medical  men 
time,  made  no  declaration  in  its  favour,  have,  in    times   past,    been    directed 
An  A<«ociVra'oii  of  General  Practitioners  chiefly  to  the  relief  and  cure  of  dis- 
might  be  very  useful  both  in  watching  eases ;    they  will  henceforth   be    em- 
and  assisting  the  Council  of  Health.  ployed  in  the  not  less  noble  and  phi- 
Clause  l/i  instituting  examinations  lanthropic  cause  of  their  preyention. 
in  midwifery,  and  Clause  36,  relating  To  give  effect  herein  to  the  delibera- 
to  persons  guilty  of  flagrant  miscon-  tions  of  a  medical  Board,  or  Council,  a 
duct,  are  useful  parts  of  the  amended  connection  with  the  Crown  is  indis- 
bill.    Clause  31  is  a  particularly  valu-  pensable.    Through  the  Home  Secre- 
able  provision.    The    power    thereby  tary,  the  Council  would  be  responsible 
given  the  licentiates  of  medicine  and  to  Parliament;    and  as  the   <x>mma- 
surgery  to  demand  fees  for  medical  and  nity  at  laige   would  be  deeply  intcr> 
surgical  advice,  &c.  will  be  hailed  with  ested  in  its  proceeding,  it  is  only  right 
gratification    by  those   general   prac-  that  such  responsibibty  should  exist, 
titioners  who  are  anxious  that  their  It  hence  becomes  necessarv  that  the 
class  of  the  profession  should  abandon  Home  Secretary,  or  some  other  of  Her 
the  practice  of  making  their  remunera-  Majesty's  advisers,  should  have  a  voice 
tion    dependent  on    the    quantity  of  in,  or  a  veto  upon,  the  acts   of  the 
medicine —not,  perhaps,  taken  by,  but  Council  and  the  appointment  of  its 
sent  to,  their  patients — a  custom  fol-  members,  and  this  is  quite  compatible 
lowed  by  many  honourable  and  scien-  with  a  full  and  fair  representation,  in 
tific    men    because    it   is    a    custom,  this  body,  of  the  members  of  the  medi- 
although  one  which  is  much  better  cal  profession. 

calculated  to  answer  the  purpose  of  the  There  is  now,  sir,  a  reasonable  pros- 
knave,  or  the  ignoramus,  than  of  the  pect  of  a  medical  bill  passing  the  legis- 
honest,  upright,  and  intelligent  prac-  fature  before  the  close  of  tne  present 
titioner:  the  knave,  whose  conscience  session  of  Parliament.  Its  author  has 
allows  him  to  send  a  larger  quantity  of  evinced  a  desire  to  make  it  a  usefal  and 
medicine  than  is  requisite  for  the  pa-  satisfactory  bill.  The  profession  will 
tient's  stomach,  or  the  just  claims  of  meet  his  endeavours  in  a  corresponding 
his  own  pocket ;  the  ignoramus,  who  spirit,  and  will  doubtless,  as  far  as  they 
may  ring  the  changes  on  a  variety  of  are  able,  assist  him  to  render  his  pro- 
"  simples"  before  meeting  with  one  posed  enactment  as  perfect  as  the  corn- 
adapted  to  his  patient's  case.  This  plicated  nature  of  the  questions  and 
has,  indeed,  been  a  grievance,  and  more  interests  involved  will  admit  of  its 
than  a  grievance ;  it  has  been  a  degra-  being  made. — 1  am,  sir, 
dation  to  the  medical  practitioner,  and  Your  very  obedient  servant, 
an  injury  to  the  public.       ^  Charles  Thomas  Cakter. 

The  connection  of  the  Council  of  HwDey,  MiddleMz,  Much  so,  1845. 
Health  with  the  Crown  has  been  ob- 


jected to ;  on  the  part  of  some,  perhaps,  

from  want  of  sufficient  reflection  on  MEDICAL  GAZETTE. 

the  probable  consequences  of  such  an  .^      »  no  lo^* 

arrangement.    We    have    long   com-  Friday^  March  28,  1845. 

plained  that  medical  interests  are  not  

understood,  and  consM  uen tl v  not  cared  «  j^^  ©mnilwis,  lioet  etiui  nilii,  diipiitetem 

for,  by  statesmen  and  legislators,  and  j^^iU  Medic^e  tueri;  potestat  modo  veniendi  in 

in  what  manner  could  this  complaint  pabUcum  lit,  dioendi  pericaliim  non  recvio.*' 

be  remedied  so  effectually  as  by  con-  Cicbbo. 

necting  the  profession  with  the  State,  — — > 

and  by  having,  as  the  president  of  its  ^^^  ADDRESS  OF  THE   SOCIETY 

supreme  Council,  the  minister  to  whom  APOTHECARIES. 

IS  entrusted  the  administration  of  the  ^'  jkrv/A«xi:iv.«»*«o. 

domestic  aflairs  of  the  United  King-  The  Master  and  Wardens  of  the  So- 
dom P    On  the  other  hand,  the  State  ^jg^y  of  Apothecaries  have  &voured  us 
has  hitherto  but  impcrfecUy  availed  .^   ^^  ^^^^    ^     ^     q          1 
lUelf  of  the  services  of  the  profession  v*"*  .  .    "       T^ZT  i     ,       ,  JL  , 
in  the  promotion  of  measures  relating  Practitioners  of  England  and  Wales, 

to  the  public  health,  medictd  jurispru-  on  the  provisions  of  the  present  Bill 
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B8  contrasted  with  those  of  the  one  in-  in  conjunction  with  the  College,  they 

troduced  in  the  last  session  of  Parlia-  shall  form  a  joint  board  with  equal 

ment.    After  careful  perusal,  we  con-  powers  as  respects  all  its  members  in 

fess  our  utter  inability  to  discover  its  reference  to  the  examination  of  licen- 

precise  drift.  tiates. 

The  Society  set  out  by  congratulating  They  are  of  opinion  that  the  restric- 

their  medical  brethren  on  the  fact  of  tion  in  the  Act  of  1815,  compelling 

their  merits  having  been  properly  ac-  them  to  elect  the  Court  of  Examiners 

knowledged  by  a  minister  of  the  crown,  from  among  the  members  of  their  cor- 

and  cheerfully  accept  this  as  a  pledge  porate  body,  is  most  wisely  removed  by 

that  in  whatever  legislation  may  follow  the  present  bill.    Henceforth  the  Court 

on  medical  affairs,  no  measure  will  re-  of  Examiners  will  be    eligible  from 

ceive  the  support  of  the  Secretary  of  Apothecaries   of  ten  years  standing, 

State,  which  can  be  proved  to  have  a  (whether  members  of  the  6^'ociety  or 

tendency  to  lower  the  status,  or  impair  not)  until  there  are  licentiates  of  ten 

the  usefulness,  of  the  class  of  general  years  standing  on  the  register,  after 

practitioners.    On  this  point  they  may  which  the  examiners  must  be  chosen 

rest  x)erfectly  secure.    We  believe  it  to  from  such  licentiates, 

be   the   sincere   wish   of  Sir  James  They  observe,  that  the  general  prac- 

Graham  to  promote  the  good  of  all  titioners  will  naturally   seek  further 

parties.  in  formation  touching  the  provision,  that 

The  Society  observe  that  the  consti-  every  person  registered  after  examina- 

tution  and  power  of  the  Council  of  tion  as  a  licentiate  in  medicine  and 

Health   remain   unaltered  ;   still,   in  surgery,  shall  be  admitted  at  a  member 

consequence  of  what  has  fallen  from  or  licentiate  of  the  College  of  Surgeont, 

the  Right  Hon.  Baronet,  the  general  We  certainly  think  this  point  requires 

practitioners  may  reasonably  anticipate  elucidation. 

that  a  portion  of  the  six  inembers  re-  In  reference  to  the  midwifery  clause, 

served  to  the  nomination  of  the  Crown  the  Society  submit  to  the  profession 

shall  be  from  their  body.   According  to  *<  whether  the  institution  of  an  autho- 

the  plan  in  contemplation,  we  presume  rised  although  a  voluntary  examina- 

there  shall  be  not  less  than  two  general  tion  in  midwifery,  is  not  as  much  as  it 

practitioners  appointed  to  the  Council  of  would  be  expedient  to  seek  for  at  the 

Health,  one  a  town,  the  other  a  country  present  time."     This  subject  requires 

practitioner.     A   college   of  general  mature  deliberation,  inasmuch  as  the 

practitioners,  to  be  upon  an  equality  clause  for  false  pretences  of  qualifica- 

with  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  tion  does  not  hinder  any  practitioner 

Surgeons,  would  of  course  be  entitled  from  calling  himself  an  accoucheur, 

to  have  only    one  representative   in  and  perpetrating  all  species  of  mal- 

Council.    Thus  they  would  virtually  praxis.    It  is  only  the  other  day  that  a 

be  more  fully  represented  in  their  pre-  coroner's  jury  in  Norfolk  retnmed  a 

sent  estate,  than  if  embodied  by  charter,  verdict   of   manslaughter    against   a 

The  Society  have  no  reason  to  doubt  member  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
but  that  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  will  for  having  caused  the  death  of  a  par- 
state  more  explicitly  whether  it  is  in-  turient  woman  by  forcibly  extractiqg 
tended  that  their  Court  of  Examiners  the  entire  uterus,  with  several  feet  of 
shall  have  an  equal  voice  with  the  the  large  intestine. 
College  of  Physicians  in  determining  The  clause  providing  for  the  regis- 
the  curriculum  of  study,  and  whether,  tration  of  medical  students  is  alteredi 
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and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Society  im-  are  ready  to  do  anything,  or  nothing, 

proved,  just  as  the  tide  may  turn.    The  wor- 

The  Society  complain  that  the  power  shipful  guild  are  evidently  at   k   loss 

of  determining  which  form  of  tesiimo-  which  way  to  steer  during  these  times 

utW  (namely,  that  of  physician,  8ur-  of  agitation  and  tumult, 
geon,  or  licentiate)  shall  qualify  for 

situations  in  public  institutions,  should  GULSTONIAN  LECTURES, 

be  vested  in  the  Council.    This  objec-  Delivered  ai  the  Royal  CoU^ge  of  Ph^ei^mm, 

tion  appears  to  us  groundless,  provided  By  G.  Owbn  Rbes,  M.D.  F.R.S. 

the  general  practitioners  are  to  have  a  Asaistant-l^hytician  to  Ouy'a  Hospital,  mail  Pbv- 

voice  in  that  Council,  as  full v  intended  "^-"'^  ^  ^^«  PentonviUe  f riwn. 

by  the  Home  Secretnry. 

They  regret  that  no  attempt  has  J".  "J J"*  '"t""  }.  ^^  '^  ^^^.  *" 

,                •,.,                    ,.i»j'-  oring  before  your  notice  a  mode  of  dividing 

been  made  in  the  present  bill  to  dimi-  ^^c  blood  physiodly  into  certain  constim. 

nish  the  difficulties   which  beset  the  ents,  and  entered  upon  dm  anatomy  of  the 

enforcement  of  penalties  imposed  by  corpuscle,  and  an  cwunination  of  ita  compo. 

^,        .        ,          ...          ^xr    \              e  nent  parts.     I  shall  now  conaider  the  «r- 

the  Apothecaries'  Act.    We  know  of  „uigenient  of  theae  components,  as  Utely 

no  means  of  obviating  the  difficulties  described  by  Mr.  Lane  and  myself,  in    a 

in  question,  except  in  making  all  per-  W^  published  in  the  Gay's  Hospitel  lUr- 

.       ,     r.            ...  1^     4.  ports,  m  which  communication  we  also  en- 

sons   convicted  of  practising  without  ^^d  at  length  on  the  subject  of  cndosmodic 

certificate  liable  to  summary  punish-  action,  as  shewn  on  the  oorpnack  under  tbe 

ment  before  a  magistrate,  or  two  magis-  microscope.    It  wiU  be  remonbered  that 

.     .                         o           «                   o  ^^  corpuscle  has  already  been  described  as 

trates.  made    up  of   three  oonstitaentB,   viz.    an 

In  reference  to  the  new  clause,  em-  envelope,  a  nucleus,  and  a  red  ooIonriD^ 

powering  the   Council  of  Health  to  "tatter  enclosed  by  this  envelope  or  sac,  and 

f    _  *i.          -4 U-.  I  shall  now  proceed  to  describe  tbe  manner 

erase  from  the  register  any  person  who  ^  ^^.^  Mrf  Lane  and  myself  have  been  led 

shall  be  convicted  of  felony,  and  so  on,  to  believe  that  those  constituents  are  9t^ 

they  suggest  that  this  would  be  more  ranged.    The  human  corpusde  is  ctrcnlar 

likelv   to  answer    the   nurnose     were  in  form,  flattened,  and  has  been  described  to 

uaeiy  to  answer    me  purpose,    were  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^j^  concave  surface,    lu  di- 

power  given  tp  the  said  Council  to  re-  ameter  measures  on  an  average  ,3^  of  an 

store  a  person  to  the  register,  whose  inch.    This  circular  form  is  given  by  the 

«a«,e  had  been  erased,  should  a  fitting  ^^^^  ^^^^^r^,  T^t, 

case  for  the  exercise  of  such  power  of-  firmly  adhering  to  the  surface  of  the  nndens 

fer.     "  The  inability  of  the  Council,  «t  its  centre.    This  nucleus  is  flattened  and 

under  any  circumBianee.,  to  restore  a  ^fSi^^,*'l% '^^   ^"^'^^^gf,'  u"  i^""*)!!^ 

-  r ,   ,                ,    '              _  _  withm  It,  but  does  not  nil  it,  being  only 

name  which  has  once  been  erased  from  two-thirds  its  diameter;  but  it  is  situated 

the  register,  would  probably  be  found  in  the  centre  of  the  envelope,  and  is  adhe> 

to  render  the  Council  unwilling  to  ex-  "»*•  "  before  stated,  to  the  membruie  at  its 

,  .    °        _  centre  only ;   leaving  a  canal  all  round  ita 
crcise  Its  power  in  cases  which,  under  fi^  edge,  which  canal  contains  the  red  co- 
other  circumstances,  would  justly  merit  louring  matter.    The  nucleus,  though  flat- 
such  a  punishment."  toned  and  circular,  differs  from  the  euvelope 
mu      o     •  .         *     1   J     «^        .     .  iu  not  being  rounded  at  its  edge.     It  mea- 
The    Society   conclude  by  stating,  g^^es  about  -^^^  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 

thai  they  shall  reserve  to  themselves  Now,  though  it  is  not  my  intention  ^  enter 

the  full  right  of  deciding  upon  the  par-  **  *«°«*^  °*  *  description  of  the  various 

^.     ,           j^.        i..lT               *i,  methods  at  present  iu  use  among  chemists 

ticular  mode  in  which  they  mny  be  led  for  analysing  the  blood,   I  cannot  refrain 

to  further  the  wishes  and  objects  of  from  directing  attention  to  the  subject  on 

their  professional  brethren.  ^^  present  occasion,  as  there  are  diflicuHaea 

U_  I ,    ^       t Ai.       i_         ,  in  the  way  of  effecting  this,  which  those  who 

would  seem  from  the  above  docu-  ^ave  not  ^mbined  the  study  of  minute  ana. 

ment,  that  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  tomy  with  chemical  knowledge  can  scarcely 
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have  felt,  and,  until  some  nnderetandiog  water  being  regarded  as  forming  part  of  thd 
exists,  among  those  who  make  anatomy  and  serum  adherent  to  the  corpuscles  in  the 
physiology  their  pursuit,  on  several  points  moist  state  enables  us  to  ascertain  how  much 
which  at  present  divide  opinions,  we  can  of  the  solid  dry  matter  is  to  be  considered  as 
scarcely  hope  that  the  application  of  che-  solid  matter  of  serum,  for  having  performed 
mistry  to  the  furtherance  of  pathological  re*  the  analysis  of  the  serum  decanted,  of 
search  will  be  productive  of  those  benefits  course  we  have  ascertained  the  relative  pro- 
which  so  many  have  hoped  to  see  realized,  portions  of  water  to  solid  matter  contained 
The  attention  of  chemists  has  up  to  the  pre-  in  it.  The  quantity  of  solid  matter  then  in- 
sent  time  been  very  much  directed  to  the  dicated  by  the  water  evaporated  from  the 
detection  of  variations  produced  by  disease  moist  corpuscles  is  subtracted  from  the 
in  the  proportions  of  the  three  principles  or  whole  weight  of  the  dry  mass  of  corpuscles 
constituents  of  the  blood,  via.  the  serum,  and  serum,  and  the  diflference  gives  the 
fibrin,  and  red  corpuscles  ;  and  a  multitude  weight  of  dry  corpuscles.  The  weight  of 
of  analyses  have  been  made  for  the  determi-  the  solid  matter  of  adhering  serum  is  of 
nation  of  these  points  in  various  diseases,  course  carried  to  the  account  of  the  serum  in 
and  we  have  as  yet  adopted  no  other  mode  the  analysis. 

of  inquiry  (except  it  be  to  detail  certain  ab-  From  what  you  already  know  of  the  phy^ 
normal  constituents  of  serum)  to  discover  sical  characters  of  the  blood,  yon  will  at 
variations  from  the  established  healthy  stan-  once  perceive  that  the  corpuscles  are  esti- 
dard.  No  experiments  have  been  made,  for  mated  here,  and  not  the  hsemotosine,  as 
instance,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  any  va-  some  have  presumed ;  that  the  blood  is  di- 
riatioos  in  quality  which  probably  occasion-  vided  into  serum,  fibrin,  and  corpuscles, 
ally  exist  in  the  normal  constituents  of  blood,  and  that  the  weight  of  the  hsematosine  con- 
the  chemical  characters  of  its  colouring  tained  within  the  envelope  of  the  oorpuade 
matter  are  not  well  described  or  understood,  is  not  ascertained.  It  is  important  that  you 
and  the  gases  contained  are  not  yet  suffi-  should  be  aware  of  this,  as  pathologists,* 
ciently  examined  in  health  to  afford  a  normal  for  the  red  colouring  principle  has  peculiar 
standard  of  indisputable  correctness.  The  and  important  duties  to  perform  in  virtue  of 
methods  at  present  in  use  for  examining  the  its  chemical  characters,  which  are  quite  dis- 
blood  quantitatively  will  be  considered  very  tinct  from  those  of  the  envdope  and  nu' 
faulty  by  all  who  are  well  acquainted  with  cleus,  which  are  estimated  vrith  it  in  this 
even  the  most  obvious  physical  properties  form  of  analysis.  There  is  another  point  to 
of  the  blood -corpuscles.  The  most  ap-  which  I  must  beg  your  attention,  as  it  shows 
proved  method  of  chemically  ascertaining  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  knowledge  of 
the  proportion  of  fibrin,  serum,  and  hsemoto-  physical  structure  for  those  who  are  occu- 
sioe  in  the  blood,  is  the  following  s  but  I  must  pied  in  the  analysis  of  the  blood.  It  will 
premise  that  haemotosiue  is  frequently  used  be  remembered  that  the  first  step  I  described 
to  express  corpuscles,  for  it  is  the  weight  consisted  in  ridding  the  blood  of  fibrin  by 
of  these  bodies,  and  not  that  of  the  true  agitating  pieces  of  lead  in  a  weighed  quan- 
hcmotosine  which  chemiats  obtain  by  their  tity  of  the  fluid,  in  order  that  the  pieces  of 
analyses — a  fact  showing  what  disadvantages  metal  might  collect  the  fibrin,  which  could 
we  labour  under,  even  at  the  present  moment,  then  be  removed,  washed,  and  estimated, 
from  a  positive  want  of  information  on  the  From  what  you  already  know  concerning 
part  of  some  of  those  who^are  employed  in  the  physical  qualities  of  the  blood-corpuscie, 
chemical  analysis.  The  most  approved  me-  you  will  at  once  perceive  that  from  the  me- 
thod of  examination  is  as  follows.  A  por-  ment  coagulation  of  fibrin  commences,  the 
tion  of  freshly  drawn  blood  is  poured  into  a  liquor  sanguinis  will  decrease  in  specific 
bottle  closed  by  a  glass  stopper,  and  con-  gravity,  owing  to  deprivation  of  part  of  that 
taining  fragments  of  lead ;  this  is  agitated  solid  matter  which  it  before  held  in  solu- 
for  several  minutes,  and  weighed,  to  asoer-  tion.  The  necessary  result  of  this  must  be 
tain  the  proportion  of  blood  used  ;  the  lead  the  establishment  of  an  endosmodic  current 
is  then  withdrawn,  having  collected  the  tending  to  fill  the  corpuscle,  which  will  now 
fibrin  ;  this  is  removed,  and  carefully  esti-  become  rounded  and  distended.  Now  since 
mated,  after  drying  and  washing,  allowance  it  is  probable  that  in  some  diseased  condi- 
being  made  for  the  presence  of  adherent  tions  the  specif^  gravity  of  the  liquor  ean- 
serum.  The  fibrin  being  got  rid  of,  the  guinis  may  become  considerably  lowered  be- 
corpuscles  are  allowed  to  subside  in  the  se-  fore  the  whole  of  its  fibrin  deposits  from' 
rum,  which  is  then  poured  off,  and  means  solution,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  every  cor- 
taken  to  ascertain  its  constitution.  The  puscle  will  be  enclosing  within  its  envelope 
corpuscles  are  now  dried,  having  been  a  certain  quantity  of  this  principle  (fibrin), 
weighed  in  the  moist  state,  and  the  weight  which  will  enter  it  by  endosmosis  dissolved 
when  dry  sdbtracted  from  the  weight  when  in  the  liquor  sanguinis,  which  has  become 
moist,  which,  of  course,  gives  the  quantity  lowered  in  specific  gravity.  In  this  manner 
of  water  present  in  the  moist  mass.     This  we  see  how  it  must  probably  happen,  during^ 
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tUs  first  step  of  analysts,  that  a  certain  por-  so  as  possible  :  we  must  always  be  liable  to 
tion  of  the  fibrin  which,  in  the  natural  con-  error  if  we  prosecute  analysis,  as  it  is  «t 
dition  of  the  blood,  existed  as  a  constituent  present  performed,  by  operating  on  oorpoa- 
of  the  liquor  sanguinis,  will  be  estimated  as  cles  changed  by  endosmodic  action  in  con- 
hsmotosine,  or,  rather,  have  its  weight  sequence  of  the  removal  of  the  fibrin  from 
added  to  that  of  the  corpuscles ;  the  weight  the  liquor  sanguinia.  They  are  no  longer  in 
of  fibrin  being  proportionally  diminished,  their  natural  state,  but  are  distended  with 
That  the  weight  thus  lost  may  be  very  con-  serum  immediately  on  the  blood  coagaUtin^, 
siderable,  when  the  fibrin  coagulates  slowly  and  thus  have  within  them  a  fluid  foreign 
and  imperfectly,  appears  pretty  certain,  for  to  their  healthy  constitution, 
the  liquor  sanguinis  is  closely  studded  with  The  difficulties  which  I  hare  bere  abown 
Gorjiuscles,  every  one  of  which  will  take  on  to  exist  in  obtaining  a  correct  analysis  of 
this  action,  and  enclose  a  portion  of  fibrin,  the  blood  will  serve  to  impress  yon  with  the 
If  we  consider  the  condition  of  corpuscles  great  importance  of  an  acquaintance  with 
whichhaveendosmosed  serum  (an  action  which  physical  structure  on  the  part  of  thoae  who 
must  always  occur)  during  the  coagulation  of  would  apply  chemistry  to  the  service  of 
the  blood,  we  shall  perceive  that  the  deter-  physiology.  It  is,  indeed,  not  only  difficult 
mination  of  the  proportion  of  the  solid  mat-  for  one  who  does  not  combine  these  two 
ters  of  serum  has  also  been  interfered  with  branches  of  inquiry  to  make  useful  obaenrm- 
owing  to  this  endosmodic  action.  Accord-  tions  in  the  service  of  either  science  as  ap- 
ing to  the  view  taken  by  the  chemists,  we  plied  to  the  study  of  the  blood,  but  it  is  a 
ought  to  consider  the  corpuscle  of  the  blood  matter  of  impossibility  for  any  one  ezdu- 
as  a  solid  impermeable  body,  and  the  whole  sively  devoted  to  either  pursuit  even  to  de- 
of  the  moisture  adherent  to  it  should  be  termine  the  point  at  which  physical  methods 
water  which  at  one  time  had  formed  serum,  of  examination  should  terminate,  and  cbe- 
whereas  our  knowledge  of  structure  at  once  mical  analysis  commence.  I  cannot  do 
enables  us  to  perceive  that  this  proportion  of  better  on  this  occasion  than  quote  the  emor 
water  is  in  part  a  constituent  of  the  fluid  already  alluded  to,  which  has  been  made  by 
contents  of  the  corpuscle,  which  is  not  serum  almost  every  chemist  of  the  day,  in  consider- 
either  in  its  chemical  or  mechanical  charac-  ing  the  corpuscles  of  the  blood  as  bsemato- 
ters,  being  red  in  colour,  and  containing  sine,  whereas  they  are  really  organised 
iron,  and,  moreover,  possessing  in  its  natural  structures,  containing  hsematosine  as  one  of 
state  a  specific  gravity  exceeding  that  of  the  their  constituents  ;  for  though  their  weight, 
serum ;  being,  indeed,  as  heavy  as  the  liquor  correctly  ascertained,  must  bear  some  oom- 
sanguinis.  I  am  anxious  that  this  source  of  parative  relation  to  the  quantity  of  haemato- 
variation  in  the  perfection  of  chemical  sine  present,  still  that  which  has  been  pre- 
analysis as  now  performed  should  not  be  sumed  by  the  chemist  to  be  red  colouring 
considered  as  a  trivial  cause  of  error,  and  must  matter  has  really  in  great  part  been  composed 
therefore  again  call  to  mind  the  enormous  of  white  albuminous  matter,  viz.  envelope 
multitude  of  floating  corpuscles  in  the  liquor  and  nucleus. 

sanguinis,  as  it  exists  in  the  blood,  each  of  Had  the  physical  structure  of  the  blood 

which  will  tend  by  endosmodic  action  to  been  better  cnderstood,  these  errors  might 

vary  the  correctness  of  results  obtained  by  have  been  avoided,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 

chemists,  who  have  conducted  inquiries  as  time  is  not  far  distant  when  our  knowledge 

though  these  floating  bodies  were  composed  will  enable  us  to  devise  some  more  perfect 

of  solid  tissue.  method  of  analysis. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  analyses  of  This  want  of  knowledge  of  physical  strue- 
the  entire  blood  which  have  been  made  up  tnre  has  greatly  interfered  with  our  pos- 
to  the  present  time,  are  extremely  faulty,  sessing  correct  information  as  to  the  chemical 
and  that  though  they  have  served  to  show  a  characters  of  biematosine ;  or  the  red  colour- 
difference  in  the  constitution  of  the  fluid  in  ing  principle,  in  its  natural  state  ;  the  pro- 
health  and  in  disease,  when  submitted  to  the  nosses  recommended  for  its  preparation  be- 
same  ordeals  of  manipulation,  still  they  do  tray  ing  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
not  possess  that  absolute  correctness  which  proposed  them  a  great  deficiency  in  this 
is  desirable,  and  almost  nectary,  to  enable  respect.  It  is  not  long  since,  that,  in  order 
us  to  reason  correctly  on  tR  differences  so  to  separate  hnmatosine,  Lecanu  reoom« 
detected.  The  point  of  view  in  which  the  mended  that  the  blood  should  be  mixed  with 
examination  of  the  blood  should  be  regarded,  sulphuric  add  as  a  first  step  in  the  process ; 
in  order  to  render  the  services  of  the  chemist  thus  embarrassing  the  result  with  the  pro- 
available  to  the  pathologist,  would  appear  to  ducts  of  the  action  of  that  acid  on  the  enve- 
be  that  which  should  embrace  the  examina-  lope  of  the  corpuscle,  which  must  of  neoes- 
tion  of  the  liquor  sanguinis  as  serum  con-  sity  be  burst  or  dissolved  before  the  red  co- 
taining  fibrin  in  solution,  and,  if  possible,  louring  principle  can  be  attacked ;  nor  can 
should  treat  of  the  contents  of  the  corpuscles  we  then  obtain  what  we  desire,  vis.  hicmato- 
as  they  exist  in  the  circulation,  or  as  nearly  sine  in  solution,  free  from  the  action  of  any 
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reagefkt,  and  in  tbe  condition  in  which  It  ex-  not  present  the  slightest  trace  of  it ;  and  this 

istdL  in  the  circulation.     Had  we  attained  is  a  matter  of  some  importance,  for  though 

our  present  degree  of  acquaintance  with  the  some  operators  have  succeeded  In  extracting 

anatomy  of  the  blood-coi^usde  when  the  iron  from  the  hnmatosiue  without  interfer- 

examination  of  the  blood  was  first  pursued  log  with  its  red  colour,  it  does  not  the  less 

by  chemists,  our  knowledge  of  the  colouring  follow  that  hsematosine  needs  the  iron,  with 

principle  would  have  been  greatly  in  advance  which  in  nature  it  is  always  combined,  to 

of  its  present  position ;  and  I  will  proceed  discharge  the  offices  assigned  to  it ;  nor  does 

to  show  how  we  now  have  the  means  of  ex-  it  follow,  because  these  chemists  have  ob- 

amining  the  soluble  coloured  contents  of  the  taineda  red  coloured  matter  from  hematosine, 

corpuscle  freed  from  extraneous    matters,  that  such  red  coloured  matter  is  tbe  same  as 

and  probably  much  in  the  condition  in  which  the  haematosine  existing  in  tbe  blood ;  every- 

it  existed  in  the  circulation.    The  success  of  thing,  indeed,  that  we  know,  would  tend  to 

this  method  of  extraction  depends  entirely  disprove  the  correctness  of  such  an  idea, 

on  those  physical  properties  of  the  corpuscle  I  will  here  direct  your>attention  to  tbe 

to  which  I  have  called  attention.  respiratory    function   in    connection    with 

We  first  proceed  to  obtain  the  corpuscles  the  red  colouring    matter    of   the  blood, 

in  a  pure  state,  and  washed  clean  from  the  as  it  is  a  subject  which  has  lately  much  at- 

flolutionof  animal  matters  in  which  they  float,  tracted  the  attention  of  physiologists.,    It 

You  now  know  that  this  can  be  effected  has  been  considered  by  some  that  several  of 

by  pouring  freshly  drawn  blood  into  a  solu-  the  facts  discovered  of  late  years  by  experi- 

tion  which  has  a  specific  gravity  the  same  menters  on  hsmatosine  have  tended  to  cast 

as  that  of  the  liquor  sanguinis,  and  which  doubt  on  its  powers  as  an  attractor  of  oxygen 

will  therefore  allow  tbe  corpuscles  to  subside  during  tbe  respiratory  process,  and  Professor 

in  a  mass  freed  from  a  considerable  portion  Miilder  has  lately  altogether  discountenanced 

of  the  albuminous  liquid    in    whidi  they  the  idea  of  hsematosine  changing  in  charac- 

floated.  ter  during  respiratiop,  but  regards  it  of  a 

Ttus  solution  Into  which  the  blood  is  to  be  similar  constitution  in  arterial  and  venous 

drawn  may  be  made  with  salt  and  watCtr,  or  blood,  explaining  tbe  change  of  colour  ob- 

sugar  and  water,  the  principal  object  being  served  in    the  blood    during    its   passage 

to  obtain  it  of  the  same  specific  gravity  as  through  the  lungs,  and  consequent  exposure' 

the  liquor  sanguinis.    The  corpuscles  having  to  air,  to  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  oor« 

subsided  through  this,  and  collected  as  a  pre*  pnsdes,  and  also  in  part  to  their  becoming 

eipitate,  for  which  purpose  a  period  of  rest  clothed  with  a  layer  of  oxide  of  protein, 

should  be  allowed,  we  are  to  pour  off  the  which  renders  them  opaque  and  milky,  and, 

supernatant  liquid,  and  again  pour  some  more  at  the  same  time,  renders  them  of  biconcave 

of  the  solution  of  sugar  or  salt  upon  the  form  by  contracting  the  edge  of  each  sur- 

corpuscles,  allow  these  to  subside,  again  face.    His  physiologist  has  stated  that  solu- 

pour  off,  and  so  on  till  all  the  albuminous  tions  of  salt  render  the  coagulom  of  blood 

liquor  is  removed  by  the  washings.     We  of  a  bright  red  colour  by  exosmosing  their 

now  have  the  corpuscles  in  a  form  which  contents,  and  thus  making  tbem  assume  the 

admits  of  their  being  exposed  to  solution,  biconcave  form,    and  further  states,   that 

and  which  we  effect  by  pouring  them  as  a  when  corpuscles  are  endosmosed  and  assume 

subsided  precipitate  into  a  vessel  of  distilled  the  convex  form,  the  colour  of  the  coagulum 

water.    This  breaks  their  cases  by  rapid  is  darkened  in  virtue  of  this  opposite  con- 

eadosmosis,    and    dissolves    the   colouring  dition.    This  latter  state,  he  says,  is  brought 

matter  contained  within.     If  this  mixture  about  if  we  wash  in  water  tbe  coagulum 

be  set  aside  we  shall  now  perceive  the  white  we  have  rendered  bright  by  means  of  salt, 

stratum  of  envelopes  and  nuclei,  which  I  have  Now  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  solutions  of 

before  described,  forming  as  a  precipitate,  salt  will  act  on  the  corpuscles  and  produce 

while  the  supernatant  liquor  is  of  a  bright  endosmodic  currents,  but,  unfortunately  for 

clear  red  colour,  and  is  composed  of  hsema-  the  theory  above  noticed,  it  matters  not 

tosine,  dissolved  in  water,  and,  consequently,  whether  such  solutions  endosmose  or  cxos- 

presented  to  us  in  a  favourable  condition  for  mose  tbe  corpuscle,  for  in  both  cases  they 

examination.  render    the  coagulom  to  which  they  are 

The  pure  state  in  which  we  are  enabled  to  added  of  a  bright  red  colour.    Thc^  rest  of 

obtain  h«matosine  by  this  plan  of  operating  this  view,  whicn  relates  to  tbe  formation  of 

affords  us  an  excellent  opportunity  of  ascer-  a  milky  incrustation  of  oxyprotein,  is  purely 

taining  whether  the  iron  contained  in  the  hypothetical.     It  is  probable  that  Miilder 

red  corpuscle  is  a  component  of  the  hsma-  never  examined  the  condition  of  corpuscles 

tosine,  or  of  the  envelope  and  nucleus ;  and  reddened  by  solutions  of  salt  of  low  8{)ecific 

I  may  state  that  careful  examination  has  gravity,  for  had  he  done  so  he  would  at 

persuaded  me  that  the  whole  of  the  iron  of  once  have  perceived  that  the  rounded  form 

the  blood  is  contained  in  this  red  colouring  of  corpuscles  of  which  he  speaks  as  produc- 

principle,  while  the  nucleus  and  envelope  do  tive  of  the  dark  colour  of  tbe  coagulum,  might 
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be  presented  by  the  corpiucles  of  a  coagnlam  by  the  liqaor  naguluis,  and  «n  oxide 
which  possessed  a  bright  arterial  tint.     One  protein  foroKHl,  which  prodnoea  on  each 
of  Miilder's  experiments  already  aUuded  to  pnscle  a  kind  of  buflfy  coat ;  thia  bnffy  cci»ft 
consista  in  washing  with  water  a  ooagulnm  then  contracts,  and,  becoming  puckered  at 
reddened  by  a  solution  of  chloride  of  sodinm,  its  edges*  draws  the  upper  and  lover  halwe» 
which,  he  says,  changes  its  colour  to  black,  of  the  corpuscles  further  from  each  other  ait 
by  altering  the  form  of  its  corpuscles  from  the  circumference,  and  thus  produces  the  1ki~ 
biconcave  to  convex.     You  now,  from  the  concave  form  in  virtue  of  which  the  arteri»l 
experiments  detailed  in  my  last  lectare,  know  tint  appears  as  on  optical  effect.     The  whole 
that  this  watihing  will  break  all  the  reddened  of  thia  is  assomptioni  nor  baa  mnj  part  «C 
corpuscles  on  the  surface,  and  make  them  the  hypothesis  been  sopported  by  aoy  appcsi] 
discharge  their  colouring  matter,  and  so  ex-  to  mierosoopical  or  chemical  evidcnoe.     Ladt 
pose  the  layer  of  corpuscles  beneath,  which  na,  on  the  otheic  hand,  remember  what  w-m 
are  dark  in  colour,  owing  to  not  having  been  know  of  the  action  of  cotooring  matters  ge> 
acted  on,  and  these  have  been  mistaken  for  nerally  on  oxygen,  and  the  manj  cases  'me 
the  bright  red  corpuscles  altered  by  water  are  aware  of  in  which  oxygen  is  rapidly  ab- 
end changed  in  colour.     Now  since  change  sorbed  by  coloured  subotanoea  in  the  Ti|ge- 
of  form  can  be  produced  without  varying  table  kingdom,  and  where  a  diange  of  tlMsr 
the  colour  of  blood,  and  as,  in  fact,  the  very  colour  is  the  consequence.     The  absorbing 
organization  of  the  corpascles  prevents  the  action  of  gnaiacum   is  a  famUiar  inatanoe, 
possibility  of  their  assuming  any  but  the  hi-  and  one  which  shows  a  dose  analogy  to  that 
concave  form  in  a  (laid  of  the  specific  gravity  of  hamotosine, 

of  serum,  and  as  in  this  fluid  they  are  fre-         I  have  entered  thus  far  into  this  subject, 
qnently  and  commonly  known  to  assume  in  order  to  show  what  grievous  errors  an 
either  a  vermilion  red  tint,  or  a  dark  colour,  ignorance  of  minute  structure,  and  neglect  of 
according  as  they  are  exposed  to  air  or  not,  microscopical  methods  of  examination,  wxU 
we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  these  lead  to,  even  in  those  the  best  fitted  to  treat 
dark    and    bright  red   colours  depend   on  of  the  chemistry  of  animal  bodies.     A  siikgle 
changes  in  the  colouring  matter,  and  not  on  moment's  examination  of  blood  rendered. 
other  than  chemical  conditions.     If  change  bright  red    by   a   strong  solution  of  salt* 
of  form  in  the  corpuscle  were  sufficient  to  would  have  shown  Mulder  a  ahrivellcd  and 
account  for  the  change  of  venous  to  arterial  deformed  set  of  corpuscles,  instead  of  the  bi- 
blood,  and  thia  change  consisted  in  the  as-  concave  reflecting  bodies  he  has  spoken  of. 
sumption  of  the  biconcave  form  on  the  part         I  have  before  drawn  your  attention  to  the 
of  the  corpuscle,   we  ought  to    find,    on  subject  of  chyiification,  and  the  manner  ia 
adding  to  blood  reddened  in  colour  by  et-  which  I  believe  the  chyle  contributes  the 
posure  to  air,   a  solution  of   chloride  of  iron  it  holds  in  solution  to  the  red  colonxing 
sodium  of  low  specific  gravity,  and  such  as  matter  contained  within  the  blood  oorpuade, 
would  tend  to  fill  out  the  corpuscles — ^that  in  order  to  aupply  it  with  that  ingredient, 
the  arterial  tint  would  be  deadened  and  made  Having  so  for  entered  on  the  question   of 
to  assume  the  venous  colour,  but  so  far  nutrition,  I  must  beg  your  indulgence  while 
from  this  being  the  case,  a  clot  rendered  of  I  advert  to  the  question  of  genesis,  and 
a  bright  red  hue  by  exposure  to  air  is  still  explain  seme  views  which  I  have  been  led 
more  heightened  in  colour  by  the  addition  of  to  entertain  on  this  subject,  by  considering 
a  solution  of  salt  of  a  specific  gravity,  which  the  results  I  have  obtained  from  microsoopus 
tends  to  swell  out  and  not  to  collapse  the  examination  of  the  blood  under  varioos  oon> 
corpuscles.     In  these  considerations  I  have  ditions.    Physiologists  are  at  present  at  a 
allowed,   for  argument's  sake,  that  strong  loss  to  understand  in  what  part  of  the  system 
solutions  of  salt  render  the  blood-corpuscles  the  red  corpuscles  are  generated.    The  red 
of  a  biconcave  form ;  bat  this  is  not  by  any  colouring  principle  is  not  to  be  delected  in 
means  the  case,  as  under  this  iufluence  they  thelymph,and  those  who  have  found  traces  of 
become  quite  empty  and  flaccid,  losing  all  it  in  the  chyle  would  not  have  done  so  had 
capability  of  assuming  a  form  well  calculated  they  collected  the  fluid  quickly  from   the 
for  the  reflection  of  light,  a  property  which  thoracic  duct,  such  admixture  of  corpuscles 
Miilder  ascribes  to  them  under  such  con-  being  purely  accidental,  and  caused  by  the 
ditions.  absorbent  action  of  the  divided  capilJarres 
I  have  not  yet  fully  described  to  you  the  on  the  blood  extravaaated  during  the  opera- 
hypothesis  on  which  Miilder  accounts  for  the  tions  necessary  for  opening  the  animal.     I 
arterialization  of  the  blood,  and  the  manner  have    frequently  obtained    chyle    perfectly 
in  which  the  absorption  of  oxygen  assists  in  white,  and  noticed  that  it  became  red  in  the 
the  production  of  a  scarlet  colour.     As  I  thoracic  duct  only  under  the  circumstaneea 
stated  before,  this  is,  according  to  his  view,  of  extravasation  and  capillary  absorption 
an  optical  phenomenon,  and  it  occurs  as  above  noticed.     It  becomes  a  question,  then, 
follows.     During  the  passage  of  the  venous  of  some  importance,  to  determine  the  manner 
blood  through  the  lungs,  oxygen  is  absorbed  in  which  the  red  corpuscles  are  produced. 
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since  they  do  not  appear  as  coloured  bodies,  length  of  time ;   and  on  several  occasions, 

or  oonstituents  either  of  chyle  or  lymph,  nor  when  I  had  opportunities  of  making  such 

does  microscopical  examination  show  ns  any-  observations,   I   was  enabled    to    detect  a 

thing  in  either  fluid  at  all  resembling  them  change  in  the  corpuscles  very  nearly  ap- 

in  physical  characters.     Some  experiments  proacbing  in  character  to  that  I  have  de- 

which  I  lately  made  in  conjunction  with  my  scribed  to  occur  as  the  effect  of  heat  arti- 

friend  Mr.   Samuel   Lane,  have,  I  think,  ficially  applied.    Taking  these  circumstances 

tended  to  throw  considerable  light  upon  this  into   consideration,   I   must  confess  I'  am 

question ;   and  I  will  proceed  to  detail  the  greatly  disposed  to  believe  that  the  blood 

results  we  obtained,  and  the  plan  adopted  corpuscles  multiply  by  division  ;  an  opinion 

to  test  them.    The  blood,  as  it  is  examined  I  consider  much  strengthened  by  the  fact 

ordinarily,  between  glass  and  mica,  though  that  the  chyle  enters  the  corpuscle  to  nourish 

it  is  thus  preserved  in  a  fluid  state  for  a  it,  and  to  supply  it  with  iron,  but  docs  not 

considerable  length  of  time,  is  always  at  a  appear  to  contain  any  organized  structure 

lower  temperature  than  that  which  it  pos-  likely  to  assist  in  the  formation  of  so  com- 

sesses  while  circulating,  and  it  was  there-  plez  an  organ.     The  formation  of  hsemato- 

fore  to  be  concluded  that  under  such  a  con-  sine,  according  to  this  theory,  must  occur 

dition  the  actions  connected  with  the  nu-  within  the  envelope,  and  in  all  probability 

trition  or  production  of  the  corpuscle  would,  be  the  result  of  admixture  of  chyle  with  its 

in   all  probability,  be  interfered  with,   or  contents.     If  we  reflect  on  the  results  which 

entirely  suspended.  will  follow  when  this  division  of  the  cor- 

In  order,  then,to  view  the  blood  as  nearly  puscles  has  taken  place,  the  first,  and  per- 

as  possible  under  the  conditions  it  presents  haps  the  most  important  change,  is  that  of 

while  circulating,  a  specimen  freshly  drawn  their  physical  condition.     We  must  remem- 

was  placed  under  the  microscope  between  her  that  each  corpuscle  has  now  become 

glass  and  mica,  and  resting  upon  a  bottle  of  divided,  and  that  the  two  masses  present  a 

transparent  glass  filled  with  wster  at  a  tern-  larger    surface    than    they   afforded    when 

peratare  of  about  1 10^  Fah.     By  this  con-  united  in  one,  and  that  consequently  a  larger 

trivance  the  corpuscles  could  still  be  viewed  surface  of  haematosine  is  exposed  to  the 

as   transparent  objects,  and  be  kept  at  a  action  of  air  than  was  before  the  case,  and 

temperature  approaching  blood-heat,  ocea-  more  oxygen  is  therefore  attracted  into  the 

sionally,  perhaps,  becoming  warmed  some-  system.     The  important  bearings  of  this 

what  beyond  98^  or  100°,  though  this  rarely  subject  can,   perhaps,  be  but  imperfectly 

happened,  since  the  metallic  fittings  of  the  appreciated  m  the  present  state    of    our 

microscope    very    rapidly  abstracted    beat  knowledge ;   we  have  sufficient  data  only*to 

from  the  bottle.     Wbien  the  corpuscles  were  show  us  the  rich  field  for  observation  that 

examined  in  this  manner,  a  view  was  ob-  lies  before  us,  and  thought  is  early  arrested 

tained  quite  different  from  any  that  we  had  in  threading  the  intricate  windings  of  the 

before  seen.    Tlie  eorpnsdes  assumed  an  attractive  inquiry. 

hour-glass  form,  in  some  cases  the  contrac-  Among  the  actions  of  the  organism  there 

tton  occurring  not  in  the  centre  of  the  cor-  appears,  then,  to  be  an  increased  attraction 

puscle,  but,  if  the  heat  was  continued,  in  all  of  oxygen  occurring  as  the  result  of  the 

cases  eventually  dividing  them    into    two  division  of  the  corpuscles  of  the  blood ;  this 

circular  bodies,  tlie  one  generally  being  con-  absorbed  oxygen  doubtless  contributes  to  the 

siderably  smaller  than  the  other.     If  the  production  of  animal  heat,  and  this  heat, 

heat  was  continued  for  a  sufficient  length  of  again,  would  seem  to  produce  the  division  of 

time,  the  specimens  no  longer  in  anyway  corpuscles.    The  intermediate  links  of  action 

presented  the  oppearance    of   blood    cor-  associating  these  phenomena  are  those  of 

posdes,  hut  having  all  become  divided,  tlie  digestion  and  chylification.      The   oxygen 

held  of  the  microscope  was  covered  with  a  attracted    will   not    produce    animal    heat 

multitude  of  small  bodies,  the  result  of  the  unless  ingesta  of   a  fitting    character    be 

division  of  the  normal  blooi* corpuscle,  as  exhibited,  and  unless  the  cbylopoietic  organs 

usually  seen  and  described.     Now,  in  order  are  in  health.     Here  our  subject  diverges 

to  convince  myself  that  heat  had  quite  com-  into  many  channels  of  inquiry  interesting 

pleted  this  division,  I  examined  the  resulting  enough  in  themselves.     To  revert,  however, 

small  corpuscles  by  the  addition  of  a  strong  to  our  more  immediate  object,  we  now  know 

saline  solution,  and  found  that  they  under-  how  necessary  it  is  that  the  proportion  of 

went  the  changes  of  exosmose  precisely  as  I  water  contained  in   the   blood   should    be 

have  shown  it  to  occur  with  the  blood  cor-  subject  to  strict  regulation  in  order  that  the 

pnscles  in  their  natural  state.    They  seemed,  mechanical  results  of  endosmose  may  occur 

in  fact,  blood  corpuscles  produced  by  di-  in  proper  order  and  proportion  for    the 

vision.    The  next  step  in  this  inquiry  con-  nutrition    of    the    corpuscle.      We    must 

sisted  in  examining  the  blood  after  violent  remember    that    the    evils    attending    the 

exercisa,  when  the  animal  temjiCrature  had  watery  degeneration  of  the  liquor  sanguinis 

been  increased  considerably,  and  for  some  are  both  chemical  and  mechanical :  in  the 
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first  place,  (he  (xyrpiucles,  for  reaaona  wblch  mtich  ao  aa  to  force  themselvea  upon  t)^ 

I  aball  hereafter  itate,  cannot  undergo  the  attention  of  the  obaervera.     These  appear- 

changes  necessary  for   the    production  of  ances  I  believe  to  be  due  to  the  pcvscoce  of 

hsmatosine  when  they  are  diatended ;  and  debris    of   worn- out    corpusclea,    and    the 

secocdiy,  when  so  fillfed  with  fluid  they  will  increase  obaerred  after  Tiolenc  exercte  ap- 

not   circulate    freely    in    those    capiUariea  pears  to  favour  this  view. 


grave  in  character,  when  we  remeiaber  tiie    of  genesis  and  destruction, 
important  part  played  by  oxygen  li  the 


functions  of  the  animal  body,  since  wiMsn  j.^   jvma 

they  are  produced  together,  which  ia  almoUt 

sure  to  be  the  case,  we  have  a  double  ob-  CORRECTION  OF  SOME  MISSTATE- 

atacle  afforded  to  the  passage  of  oxygen       MENTS  RESPECTING  THE  PLA- 

Si'a  S"**^cii^ation*  ^""^"^  "*"*"***        CENTA,  MENSTRUATION,  AND 

Havmjs  considered  tiie  genesis  of  tiie  cor-  ^^^  CORPUS  LUTBUM. 

puscles,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  interest  to        --  ^.    »j.^       -^.    ....    ,  ^ 
determine  tiie  manner  in  which  those  bodies        ^  '**  **'•*"  ^  '*•  ^^^eai  QameUt. 
are  disposed  of  when  worn  out,  and  no  Sir, 

longer  capable  of  diachaigiing  their  wonted  Ii'  *  recent  number  of  your  joanal  it  has 

fanctions.  been  imputed  to  me  that  being  aware  of  a 

Presuming  the  old  corpuscles  to  become  acientific  error  into  which  I  had  faDeo,  in 

disintegrated,  we  must  expect  either  that  the  common  with  several  other  anatomista,  I 

debris  will  exist  floating  in  the  liquor  san-  bad  not   acknowledged   it.      I   ahali   iael 

gninia,  or  that  solution  of  the  nuclei  and  obliged  by   your    inserting    the  foUowii« 

envelopes  will  take  place,  and  that  they  will  extract  from  my  publiahed  lectures,  p.  135. 

mix  with  the  oolonruig  matter  in  the  liquor  to  prove  that  this  aocnaation  la  abniately 

aanguinis.     I  have  stated  in  my  laat  lecture  felee. 

that  if  serum  be  largely  diluted  with  water,        ^  Tha  repeated  examination  of  the  otenia 

we  obtain  a  precipitate,  and  this  precipitate  uid  placente  in  thdr  nataral  atate,  niMier 

I '  tnay  now  describe  as  showing,  on  micro-  water,  and  when  tiie  uterine  Teaada   were 

scopical  examination,  a  very  dose  approxi-  filled  with  injection,  having  led  to  no  oon- 

mation  in  cbaracter  to  that  which  we  can  dusive  and  satisfiutory  resulte  respecting  the 

obtain  by  artifidally  bursting  the  blood  cor-  connection  of  the  placenta  and  ateraa,  it 

puscles  by  water,  and  allowing  the  debris  to  occurred  to  me,  soon  after  the  pubtioation 

anbside,  and  I  feel  some  confidence  in  the  of  my  paper  in  the  Philosophical  Transae- 

opinion  that  tHis  is  its  true  character — ^that  tiona,  in  1632,  that  the  moat  likdy  meana 

it  b,  in  fact,  composed  of  the  envdopes  and  of  discovering  ^  real  connection  of  these 

nuclei  of  the  old  corpuscles  disintegrated.  pvts  would  l^  to  examine  the  placenta  when 

It  will  be  remembered  by  those  who  have  the  vessels  of  the  uterus  were  filled  with 

studied  the  chemical  history  of  the  blood,  their  blood,  and  coagulated.     On  the  24th 

that  severd  experimenters    have    detected  May,  1833,  such  an  opportonity  preaented 

traces  of  iron  in  the  serum.    The  view  I  itsdfthrough  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Girdwood, 

have  given  of  the  distribution  of  the  old  and  of  Paddington,  and  that  no  doubt   might 

broken  corpusdes  is  quite  in  accordance  exist  in  the  minds  of  anatomists  as  to  the 

with  the  occasiond  presence  of  iron  in  this  accuracy  of  the  description,  I  requested  Mr. 

fluid,  and  the  metd  has,  in  all  probability,  Lawrence  carefully  to  examine  the  parta 

occurred  as  an  ingredient  of  the  extravasated  with  me,  and  draw  up  an  account  of  the 

colouring  matter  of  the  blood,  and  been  appearanoea  which  we  observed.     It  waa 

detected  in  the  serum  of  specimens  in  which  my  wish  immediately  to  have  published  the 

the  destruction  of  the  corpuscles  was  oc-  memorandum  containing  an  account  of  theae 

curring  with  an  unhedthy  degree  of  rapidity,  resulte,  but  I  waa  dissuaded  from  doing  ao 

When  blood  is  viewed  under  the  microscope,  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  who  thought  ft  better  to 

we  not  unfrequentiy  observe  bodies  on  the  wdt  until  another  opportunity  shodd  oecnr 

fidd  to  which  we  are  at  a  loss  to  ascribe  dis-  of  verifying  the  observation,  and  still  further 

tinctive  characten.    At  one  time  we  may  dnddating  the  subject.     The  facte  were, 

percdve  granular  forms,  at  another  don-  however,  immediately  made  known  to  Sir 

gated  bofHea  nearly  transparent,  and,  wLen  Astley  Cooper,  Profeasor  Owen,  Mr.  Mayo, 

once    seen,    only    agdn    to    be    brought  and  many  other  membereof  the  profeasion  who 

into  view  by  careful  adjustment  of  the  in-  felt  interested  on  the  subject,  and  they  were 

strument.      After    violent   exercise,    these  thus  stated  about  a  month  after  in  the  review 

bodies  are  more  easily  observed,  existing  of  Vdpeau's  Embryology  in  the  Manic al 

then  in  considerable  numbera;  indeed,  so  Gaskttji.     'About  a  month  ago,  before 
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the  preparation  at  the  College  of  Surgeona  truth  of  Dr.  Power'a  hypotheftia,  I  coald 
was  ezamlrfed  hy  Measrs.  Stanley  and  Mayo,  never  have  attempted  to  appropriate  to  myself 
we    understand  that  Dr.   Robert  Lee,  in  as  my  own  his  theory  of  menstroation,  nor 
order  as  far  as  possible  to-  obviate  every  claimed  the  illustration  of  that  theory.     No 
fallacy,  examined  a  gravid  uterus  in  the  such  attempt  was  ever  made  by  me,  nor 
eighth  month,  in  which  he  had  previously  did  it  ever  enter  my  imagination  to  do  so. 
coagnlated  the  maternal  blood.     He  was  To  Dr.  Girdwood,  of  London,  Dr.  Pater- 
able  to  satisfy  himself  and  Mr.  Lawrenee,  son's  relative,  belongs  unquestionably  the 
who  was  present  at  the  examination,  that  undivided  honour  of  claiming  the  illustration 
ooagttla  of  the  maternal  blood  extended  from  of  Dr.  Power's  theory, 
some  of  the  openings  in  the  lining  membrane  Dr.  Craigie  has  been  led  to  make  an  er- 
of   the  uterus  into  canals  formed  by  the  roneous  statement  in  the  same  number  of 
deddttous  membrane  on  the  margin  of  the  the  Mbdical  Gazbttb.     He  says,  *'  I  have 
placenta.    These  vessels  or  channels  in  the  examined  the  originals  of   all  tiie  letters 
decidna  could  be  traced  only  a  short  distance  which  were  addressed  by  Dr.  Lee  to  Dr. 
along  the  margin  of  the  placenta  and  between  Bowman  and  Dr.  Paterson  on  the  subject 
the  tobes.' "  of  the  corpus  luteum,  submitted  by  Dr. 
It  has  likewise  been  falsely  imputed  to  me  Bowman,  in  May,  1844,  to  Dr.  Lee,  for 
that  I  have  attempted  to  appropriatetomyself  examination,  and  which  letters,  exoepting 
the  theory  of  menstrnation  by  Dr.  Power.  The  two  to  be  afterwards  specified,  werepnb- 
foUowing  extract  from  my  paper  on  the  lished  in  the  1 6  let,  or  October  number. 
Diseases  of  the  Ovaria,  publiahcd  on  the  1st  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  SurgicalJour- 
April,  1833,  in  the  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  nal,  and  the  following  I  find  to  be  the  result. 
Medicine,  will  show  that  this  accusation  is  The  letters   are  eight  in  number."    The 
alao  groundleas.  number  was  ten,  and  not  eight,  as  here 
*'  Dr.  Po?rer  has  likewise  conjectured  that  stated  by  Dr.  Craigie;  there  were  three  to 
an  ovum  escaping  from  the  ovarium  at  every  Dr.  Paterson,  and  seven  to  Dr.  Bowman, 
monthly  period  is  the  cause  of  menstruation.  The  following  are  the  dates  of  these  seven 
which  he  has  defined  to  be  '  an  imperfect  or  letters  to  Dr.  Bowman : — 
disappointed  action  of  the  uterus  in  the  1.  13th  May,  1844. 
formation  of  the  membrane  (decidna)  which  2.  22d  June     — 
is  requisite  for  its  connexion  with  the  im-  3.  26th  June   — 
pregnated  ovum.'      This  hypothesis    does  4.  30th  July    — 
not  appear  to  have  been  formed  from  actual  A.     6th  Aug.   — 
observations  on  the  ovaria  during  menstrua-  6.    8th  Aug.   ^- 
t ion,  as  Dr.  Power  has  made  no  allusion  to  7.  24th  Aug.   — 
these  in  his  work,  and  does  not  state  that  he  Dr.  Craigie  has  made  no  allusion  to  the 
has  ever  examined  the  body  of  any  individual  two  last  of  these  seven  letters,  and  was,  I 
who  died  with  the  menses  upon  her.    That  must  believe,  kept  in  total  ignorance  re- 
an  ovum,  by  which  is  usually  meant  an  specting  them.    From  whatever  cause,  how- 
embryo  envdoped  in  membranes,  does  not  ever  it  baa  arisen,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
pass  from  the  ovarium  during  menstruation,  that  his  statement  is  erroneous,  and  there 
is  evident  from  the  fact  that  an  ovum  is  can  now  be  no  difficulty  in  explaining  why 
never  formed  but  as  a  consequence  of  Im-  these  letters  were  not  published  in  the  mn- 
pregnaiion,  and  that  conception  does  not  tilated  correspondence  in    the    Edinburgh 
take  place  at  the  menstrual  period.    The  Medical  and    Surgical  Journal,    and  why 
facts  which  have  now  been  related  render  it,  *  Dr.  Craigie  was  not  permitted  to  see  them, 
however,  extremely  probable  that  all  the  They  are  as  follows ;— 
phenomena  of  >»e°<tnution  are  dependent  g,^.,,^  ^     ^^  ^          „^^ 
upon,  or  are  connect^  with,  some  pecuhar  My  dear  sir,-!  have  again  to  request  that 
ehanges  m  the  Graafian  vesicles,  m  conse-  you  wiU  by    return   of  post  inform    me 
queDce  of  which  an  opening  is  formed  in  whether  you  did  not  receive  from  me  more 
their  pentone^  and  proper  coals.    Whether  than  two  letters  reUting  to  the  preparation 
an  entire  vesicle,  or  only  the  fluid  it  con-  in  question.    Olio  dates  are  of  no  impor- 
tains,  escapes  through  Ae  opening  at  the  tancc,  but  it  is  of  the  greatest  that  I  should 
penod  of  menstniauon,  further  observations  receive  a    positive  answer  to  my    simple 
may  hereafter  determme.    There  is  no  proof  question.    You  cannot  fiul  to  remember  the 
whatever  that  an  ovum  passM  along  the  namber  of  my  lettera.-I  remain,  dear  sir, 
faUopian  tube  into  the  uterus  dunng  men-  faithfuUy  yours,                   Robbbt  Lbb. 
itruation,  and  it  is  not  clearly  established  J)r,  Bowman, 
that  this  takes  place  even  sid>8equent  to 

conception."  In  reply  to    this  letter,   Dr.    Bowman 

states  on  the  following  day,  the  9th  August : 

Sarely,  after  having  published  these  obser-  "  Dr,  Paiergon  has  aii  your  Mien  rtfer^ 

rations,  expressing  the  strongest  doubts  of  the  rinjf  to  the  preparation  in  hie  poeeenion. 
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and  my  memory  will  not  allow  me  to  speak 
positively.''  On  the  10th,  it  will  be  seen 
below  that  Dr.  Bowman's  memory  was 
restored  to  him. 

The  following  is  the  last  letter  addressed 
by  me  to  Dr.  Bowman,  and  was  suppressed. 
It  will  be  seen  that  it  contains  a  distinct 
request  to  be  informed  respecting  the  fate  of 
my  first  letter. 

4,  Saville  Row,  S4th  August,  1844. 

My  dear  sir, — You  have  now  had  aban- 
dance  of  time  to  refresh  your  memory,  and 
can  tell  me  no  doubt  eyerything  respecting 
the^f^  letter  I  wrote  to  you,  and  whether 
it  was  impounded  at  Monkwearmontb,  or 
actually  sent  forward  to  Leith,  as  you  stated 
in  a  former  letter.  Your  friend  in  the  north 
threatens  to  publish  the  correspondence 
between  you  and  me.  I  hope  you  will  take 
care  before  he  does  so  that  my  first  letter 
is  forthcoming,  and  that  it  is  published 
with  the  others.  Truth  has  nothing  to  fear. 
A  man  who  conscientiously  tells  the  truth 
has  only  to  go  on  in  his  course,  but  a 
man  who  departs  from  the  truth  has  every 
thing  to  dread. 

Mr.  Dodd  will  again  soon  call  upon  you 
to  receive  froQi  you  those  explanations  which 
are  evidently  required  to  clear  your  character 
from  the  suspicions  under  which  it  must  lie 
until  you  reveal  all  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  this  affair.  Your  first  letter 
to  me  led  me  to  form  a  very  favourcble  opi- 
nion of  your  candour  and  integrity.  I  pray 
that  my  good  opinion  of  you  may  continue 
unchanged. — I  remain,  &c. 

RoBBRT  Leb. 

Dr»  Bowmam. 

It  is  now  proved,  that  four  letters  written 
by  me  to  Dr.  Bowman  were  suppressed  by 
Dr.  Paterson  in  the  corresifondence  which 
he  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal.  Dr.  Paterson's  apology 
for  suppressing  the  first  of  these  letters,  for 
denying  its  existence  when  actually  in  his 
possession,  and  then  acknowledging  its  exis- 
tence but  withholding  a  copy  from  me,  is 
contained  in  the  following  words.  "  It  is 
necessary  for  me,"  he  says,  "  to  add  a  few 
words  regarding  the  letter  of  the  13th  of 
May,  about  which  Dr.  Lee  has  said  so 
much.  Dr.  Lee  states  that  no  copy  of  it 
was  sent  to  him.  Its  date,  however,  was 
forwarded  to  him,  and  the  general  tenor  of 
its  contents,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  it  con- 
tained no  opinion  on  the  preparation.  Dr. 
Lee,  possessed  of  this  information,  still 
writes  for  a  letter  between  the  13th  and  22d 
May,  a  letter  which  had  no  existence.  He 
now,  howeTer,  says  that  it  was  the  letter  of 
the  13th  May  that  he  all  along  wanted. 
TO  my  mind  it  appears,  that  had  Dr.  Leo 
want^  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  the  13th  May, 
(with  the  date  and  tenor  of  which  he  had 
already  been  furabhed)  he  would  have  writ- 


ten for  it,  but,  instead,   he  asks  for  oae  be- 
tween the  13th  and  22d  May,   and  y«t  &.« 
says  that  it  was  the  letter  of  the  15th  tk' 
he  referred  to.     Such  conduct  appears  t    | 
me  inexplicable,  and  I  leave  tlie  reader  l    t 
draw  his  own  inferences  regarding  it.*^ 

A  perusal  of  the  following  lettciB,  sd^  a     \ 
comparison  of  their  dates,  will  at  oace  ex. 
pose  the  entire  falsehood  of  this  stafeeasaitL 

It  will  be  seen  that  I  was  not  in  posaeasiaa 
of  the  informatioa  respecting  my  letter  ai 
the  13th  May,  when  the  first  two  of  the  lb£. 
lowing  letters  were  written. 

Saville  Row,  6th  Avgoat,  1M4. 
My  dear  sir, — ^Will  yoa  have  the  fcisi- 
ness  to  inform  me  by  return  of  pad 
whether  or  not  you  received  a  letter  6vm 
me  respecting  the  preparation  of  the  corpas 
loteura,  between  the  13th  and  the  22d  of 
May. — I  remain,  yours  very  truly, 

ROBBRT  Lmm^ 

Dr.  Bowman. 

Loadon,  4,  Saville  Row,  5th  Aug.  18**. 

Dear  sir,*^!  wrote  another  letter  to  Dr. 
Bowman,  before  the  22d  May,  1844,  of 
which  you  have  not  forwarded  a  copy  to  me. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  yon  for  the  copies  of 
the  iwo  you  have  sent,  and  I  tmat  yoa  wiD 
feel  entirely  satisfied  with  the  aocoont  whidb 
Mr.  Wharton  Jones  will  give  in  the  next 
number  of  the  Medical  Gazette  of  his  mi- 
croscopic examination  of  the  body  in  qors- 
tion. — 1  remain,  dear  sir,  very  faithfalij 
yours,  RoBBRT  Lsj^. 

To  Dr.  Paterton. 

Leith,  lOth  Ao^st,  1844. 

Dear  sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  dated  August  5th,  which 
would  have  been  replied  to  sooner^  had  it 
not  been  that  I  expected,  ere  this,  to  have 
heard  from  Dr.  Bowman  in   answer  to  a 
letter  sent  to  him  immediately  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  yours.     You  accuse  me  of  having 
kept  a  letter  which  you  wrote  to  Dr.  Bow- 
man, of  a  previous  date  to  those  copies  of 
which  were  sent  to  you.     In  reply  to  this 
aecuniioUf  I  have  to  state  that  1  never  re- 
ceived any  letter  of  yours  from  Dr.  Bowman 
of  a  prior  date  to  those  the  copies  of  which 
were  sent  you.     In  addition,  you  make  do 
reference  to  a  previous  letter  in  the  first  one 
I  received  of  the  22d  May,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced, that,  had  any  previous  letter  arrived, 
such  would  have  been  immediately  com- 
municated to  me  by  Dr.   Bowman.      As 
soon,  however,  as  I  receive  an  answer  firom 
Dr.  B.  I  will  write  to  you. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  Mr.  Jones's  statement 
of  the  question  in  dispute  between  us  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  me. — I  have  the  honoor 
to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

RoBBRT  PaTBBSON. 

Dr.  Robert  Lee,  London. 

No  explanation  has  yet  been  given  of  the 
falsehood  contained  in  this  letter. 
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Leith,  13th  Anpwt,  IftW.  "  I  may  state  once  for  all,"  says  Dr.  Pa. 
Dear  sir, — I  presame  that  you  will  by  terson,  **iii  reply  to  various  charges  which 
this  time  have  heard  from  Dr.  Bowman  him*  Dr.  Lee  makes  in  the  communication  re- 
self  regarding  the  number  of  your  letters  to  ferred  to,  that  Dr.  Bowman,  who  sent  the 
hina.  I  may  state,  however,  that  they  were  preparation  to  him,  knew  nothing  whatever 
three  in  number.  Thefintt  dated  May  13,  of  its  history  until  after  Dr.  Lee's  opinion 
acknowledges  your  receipt  of  the  prepara-  of  it  was  delivered,  and  that  the  preparation 
tion  ;  the  Becond,  dated  May  22,  contains  itself  was  taken  out  of  a  preparation  jar, 
your  opinions  regarding  it ;  and  the  thirds  where  it  had  been  preserved  in  spirits, 
dated  June  26,  accompanies  the  return  of  it.  wrapped  up  in  clean  linen  rags  steeped  in 
These,  Dr.  Bowman  distinctly  states,  were  spirits,  and  put  into  a  tin  canister,  to  enable 
the  only  letters  received  from  you  in  con-  it  to  be  sent  through  the  post.  In  this  way 
nexion  with  the  preparation  sent  you.  it  most  have  reached  Dr.  Lee,  for*  it  was 

I  have  just  seen  Mr.  Jones's  description  never  even  opened  at  Monkweannouth." 
of  the  preparation,  and  more  especially  of  Let  the  reader  compare  this  with  the  fol- 
the  corpus  luteum  in  question,  in  the  Gazette  lowing  letter  from  Dr.  Bowman  to  me,  and 
of  Saturday  last.  It  contains  one  or'  two  observe  the  unenviable  position  in  which 
moat  important  errors,  which  it  will  be  these  two  individuals  are  placed  by  their 
necessary  to  have  corrected.  Before  doing  contradictory  statements.  Will  Dr.  Bow- 
bo,  however,  I  am  anxious  to  know  if  Mr.  man  produce  the  correspondence  which  had 
Jones's  letter  contains  all  the  statements  you  previously  taken  place  between  him  and  Dr. 
propose  to  make  public  regarding  your  un-  Paterson,  and  thus  vindicate  his  character 
just  critidsriis  on  the  case,  and  as  more  espe-  from  this  direct  attack  upon  bis  veracity  ? 
cially  stated  by  me  in  a  former  letter.  There  is  no  man  who  will  believe  in  Dr.  Bow- 
I  shall  fed  obliged  by  your  oommuni-  man's  innocence  until  the  whole  of  the  letters 
eating  to  me,  with  your  earliest  conyenience,  which  passed  between  him  and  Dr.  Paterson 
if  any  further  statement  on  the  subject  is  to  before  the  27th  of  May  are  openly  produced, 
be  made  pubUc. — I  have  the  honour  to  re-  nor  will  any  man  place  the  8lighte:st  reliance 
main,  your  obedient  servant,  on  the  preceding  statement  made  by  Dr. 

Robert  Patkbson.  Paterson  until  this  has  been  done. 
Dr.  Robert  Leet  London.  Monkwearmouth,  27th  May. 

It  wm  be  seen  that  m  this  letter  there  is  .„?^Ll^„f  rf J^,f^?'*^«^;  ?**"»S** 

not  a  word  said  respecting  the  tenor  of  my  ^t ,  f jf/*^  ^"f  ^  ^^^^^'^  «"d  trouble 

letterof  the  13th  Mi^,«*lioristhefactmen.  y**\^^?  taken  mexammmg  and  givmg  me 

tinned  that  it  contaiiUd  no  opinion  respect-  J^^^T'f  ""^  ^  preparaUon  I  took  the 

ing  the  preparation."    What  it  did  contain  ^f^.  ^^  /°'''"^«   ^  ^^^^V  ^*  **  7?'7 

of  importan^is,  however,  entirely  omitted.  C^^*"**.^  ™  ?*.*   ??"'  whose  opmion 

Another&lsestatement,  made  in  the  same  ^"  "^  """"^^^  "^  ^  medical  world, 

number  of  your  journal,  is,  that  "  Dr.  Lee  ^ 

has  thus  first  vioUted  his  vrritten  promise  daires  ofthe  lampligliter's  wife  belonired  origi- 

by  not  pubU.hing  •  ~nfe«jon  of  hU  ..ror  ^l^Si^^ffS^.SS^o'i  H^^^o^ 

m  the  pages  of  the  Medical  Gazette."     No  1844,  I  sent  to  Dr.  Simpson  a  copy  of  my  last 

such  written  or  verbal  promise  was  given  by  Paper  on  the  Structure  of  the  Corptis  Luteom, 

me ;  "  I  shall  feel  the  greatest  pleasure,"  I  ?!1°  JS..Y'}??,"  '  .^■^k**^*.^*?,  P«»f»«»cy» 

•J     tt  •       ^  '^5        «.     Lu     -Kg  J-    1  (Mmdical  GAZETTa)  with  the  followmir  note, 

said,   "m  communicating  to  the  Medical  '« it  appears  that  the  preparation  referred  to  in 

Gazette  the  grounds  upon  which  I  was  led  the  aceompanyinr  paper  belongs  to  you.    Were 

to  condude  that  it  was  a  true  corpus  luteum  Si  "^^  '«'  w^  purpose  it  was  to  be  nsed 

-i,5«>.  »•.  ...Km.'^f*^  */* »..  K»  rk^ny^».«.»  !!°®°  >**>**  f^^^  **  ®«*  ^  yo«i^  possession  into  Dr. 

which  was  submitted  to  me  by  Dr»  Bowman,  paterson's  hands,  to  be  sent  smreptitlously  to  me 

BeforiB,  however,  domg  this,  and  complying  by  W.  O.  Bowman^  M.D.  Monkwearmouth  ?" 

with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter,  it  pr.  Ompson  stated  m  reply,  that  two  years  ai^ 

wiU  be  nec«»r,.  for  m.  carrful^r  to  «.  ^rb5J|?v'iirSrfe'hf^S.TS^ 
amine  your  description  of  this  body  in  the  quence  of  the  uterus  containiuff  a  beauti/ul  de- 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal."  cidoa.    As  there  was  no  decidaa  in  the  ntenis 

The  publication  of  Mr.   Wharton  Jones's  IS^'2."*iiT*^r'i!Si!7"^"*?^ 

"^ ., ..*ijiiij     L..  1.  necessary  that  the  membe.s  of  the  orofession 

microscopical  report  fulfilled  what  was  here  should  hear  something  ftirthcr  respecting  this 

promised,  and  the  examination  led  to  the  Part  of  the  preparation.     Dr.  Simpson  would 

discovery  that  if  the  ovarinm  sent  to  me  ^li5L*!?*  T2^"L.°'  ™?"y  ^?®  *»*^«  **^^** »" 

fa,mMonkw«urmouth««th.ov«nmn of tbe  S^ni-J*.?, ^SSJ.I'u.'ihSS. ^^veZ 

lamplighter's    wife    (which  several    distm-  preparation— the  present  possessor  of  this  beau- 

guished  anatomists  still  greatly  doubt).  Dr.  *'''"  decidna— but  name  those,  if  he  is  able. 

Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  was  nothing  them  stiU  more  by  stating  if  he  knows  who  the 

but  a  mass  of  error*.  professional  friends  were  who  advised  Dr.  Pater- 

-— — -— son  to  adopt  the  stealthy  pUin  of  getting  a  candid 

*  The  preparation  of  the  uterus  and  appen-  opinion. 
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should  have  «ome  to  the  lame  ooneliuion  into  which  were  huerted  by  their  hakdla,  t- 

/  had  already  Jormed,  namely,  that  it  is  a  aome  distance  apart,  two  axes  of  the  ret 

true  corpus  Inteum.  iron  spindles,  hlnnt  at  the  point,  a  foot  Ikc 

I  have  communicated  with  my  friend,  who  and  of  the  thicknesa  of  a  lar^  qoilL 

will  be  happy  to  let  you  retain  the  half  of  In  this  dangerous  poaitioD  his  kit  fcr. 

the  ovary  as  you  request,  but  as  he  has  some  slipped  and  he  fell.     After  the  &]i,  dum; 

intention  of  publishing  the  case  at  aome  which  he  experienced  no  parCicalar  pM»  lo 

future  period,  he  would  wish  you  to  return  body  was  inclined  forwards  and  to  the  fe#-. 

Uie  remainder  as  soon  as  convenient.  supported  by  the  left  shoulder  resting  agsc- 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  returning  you  the  wall  and  by  the  feet  upon  Che  gitMc-J : 

my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kindness  and  at^  the  thighs  weie    slightly   bent    npoa  tb.- 

tention. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  pelvis, 

obedient  servant,            H.  O.  Bowman.  On  attempting  to  rise  he   felt    bisee-Lr 

^»  Lee,  pinned  by  the  buttock,  at  the  aame  xr^i 

The  author  of  the  preceding  ignorant  and  P*^*!*!  ^^  ""^^'T  J?**^*^  ^''- 

unfounded  imputations,  whoT  on  the  9th  ^^k      m  ^^  "??!,  P"'*™?^  ^««  ^  ^^ 

May.  1844,  (^pressed  the  •*  highest  confi-  ^^  V^  -     ^  "?I  I:  ^^^  «om^ 

dence  in  my  opinion.'' thus  expressed  him.  P«™'**««  m  this  mtuation  hza  ahut  asd 

self  in  your  jo\imal  on  the  14th  February  ^Sf  ?*  aJ^^T^  .'*"?!?^J^  Z*^' 

1845 :-"  I  fil  that  I  owe  a  statement  by  ^^\  he  detadied  the  axia  of  the  block  «. 

way  of  apology  to  my  professional  brethren  ™*  transfixed,  walked  down  aboat  a  do^ 

forthemSns  which  I  adopted  to  procure  '^^J^\^T^^,  caU  his  mother,  w)^ 

the  delivery  of  a  candid  opiloion  on  £e  pre-  P'^V*^.  ^'  ^  »?"«"«•  "^  ^^  '"^"^  ^ 

paration  in  dispute  from  Dr.  Lee  ;  for  the  "^"  °'  *  "'"^K«>n- 

following  reasons  I  considered  myself  justi-  „7^  JJ^tuf^^ir^f   •  ^  J?   "hght   ci^. 

lied  in  having  recourse  to  a  pUn  with  Dr.  J^j?  *'   ^  ^«  "^  l^i:^^   with  the 

Lee  that  I  never  would  have  had  recourse  to  . .  .  *.       «    •    •       -  ^  ^t     «.       .    . 

with  any  other  member  of  the  profession.'*  ,  ^*  **"  admission  mto  ttc  bospital  three 

The  "  highest  confidence  in  my  opinion,"  ^J^  the  accident,  this  patient  ptr- 

entertained  on  the  9th  May.  1844,  suddenly  ^^  "^«^T  *^^  «?>•"  round  woonds;  <f^ 

vanished,  when  it  was  ^expectedly  dis-  S?         «»tOTor  waU  of  &e  abdomen  ^ 

covered  that  I  had  detected  the  troS,  Uiough  i^/^^*!?*"/  ^  '°*^,*°  the  right  of  t!^ 

most  artfully  concealed,  and  that  the  gross  J^f'^^'  ^  ^^JJ  direction  of  a  Une  drawn  firoo 

deception  wliich  had  been  practised  would  ^^"""^.^  ^''y'^J  aupwior  lUac  spiof ; 

be  Completely  baffled  and  exposed.    The  ^^f^^^  ^\^i!''»^^  the  left  buttod 

nanomrric  and  the  attack  are  held  in  the  same  «^*  ^"^^  »°^  *  ^^  *"«««   breadth  from 


These  two  wounds,   snrroanded 

««.«  .w  »    .1..  «-w  »w..w.. ..,.«,  .»«».w«.     .  »..  .     ^  reddbh  cirele,  furnished  a  aligbt  exuda- 

medioal  profession.  m.              t.«  ».  i_ 

The  importance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  ,  Thepam,  which  the  preceding  evening  had 

structure  of  the  corpus  luteum,  and  of  the  ^  ""^^  ""^  radiating  over  the  whole 

distinction  between  true  and  false  corpora  !^°^il?',^^f*"'*'*''?'  ▼ery^trifline, 

lutea  in  medico-legal  inquiries,  cannot,  I  ^^  ~"*5?J  *^.  *«>«  «arpa  of  the   front 

conceive,  be  bette?  iUusteated  than  by  the  ''°'*°?-     ^SfTS  ^"^  '^'".  "^^  "^^^^^ 

report  of  what  took  place  at  the  M<Slical  JT^*^"  \^  ^*J  ''?•  "PP?*^ ;  tppetit*. 

S<!dety  of  London,  on  the  3d  February  last,  tH^^^'^f^^f^^  '™*'  "^^"^ '  «»«*  ^ 

which  waa  published  in  the  Lancet,  Mareh  1 ,  *"ii,  ^®  "St**"*  j-*:     ,  ^  ^ 

1845,  p.  245.-1  am,  sir,  ^.II!?  ^TS'^^i'' ^'S^'^Vf^  *^  *^ 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^"^J^  **  P}?'"'*  *  dismissal,  twenty  days 

RoBaaxLi..  '^[^'U^^^'      .    ,v, 

4,  SaviUe  Row,  Maith  14, 18i5.  .*\,''*T"  "PP®"  m  thia  case  that  the 

. ^ _^— «_  spmdle  after  penetratmg  the  left  buttock  at 

ifiun»  ki  vuiv  XTT  *^^  ""^  '  *"**'  fingers'  breadths  from  the 

JSMl'ALJS.MJSNT,  anus,  must  have  traversed  diagonally  fh)m 

(CAUSED  BY  AW  IKON  sPiNDLB  PBNBTRAT.  bclow  upwards  the  left  half  of  the  pcdTIG 

INO  THB  LBFT  BUTTOCK,  AND  COMING  hollow  and  B  part  of  the  abdominal  cavity  in 

OUT  Br  THB  RIGHT  OF  THB  NAVBL,)  Order  to  havc  foroed  a  way  out  by  the  right 

WITHOUT  VISCERAL  INJURY.  ®^  '^  °*^***    '^^  anatomical  disposition  of 

'  the  peritoneum  is  such  that  in  thia  coarse 

Bt  M.  Bbssbms.  the  spindle  must  have  necessarily  rent  this 

serous  sac.     Yet,  this  lesion,  reputed  so 

A  LAD,  aged  14  years,  of  middle  stature,  serious  by  surgical  writers,  was  not  followed 

working  with  his  father,  a  silk  winder,  got  by  any  miadiief. 

up  upon  a  bed  about  four  feet  high ;  at  the  Another  remarkable  particular  connected 

side  there  happened  to  be  a  wooden  block  with  the  above  fact  Is  the  absence  of  visceral 
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injury.     If  it  be  reckoned  (hat  daring  the  The  man!pnlation  of  torning  was  easily 

vertical  position  in  which  the  lad  was  when  accomplished,  the  waters  not  having  come 

the  thing  oocorred,  the  intestinal  conyolu-  away. 

tions  mnst  have  filled  the  entire  pelvic  ca-  The  womb  retained  after  delivery,  at  its 

"witjf  it  is  difficnlt  to  conceive  how  an  iron  upper  margin,  a  certain  depression,  which 

spindle  conld  have  passed  throngh  this  cavity  maide   the  angles  more  marked  than  this 

amid  the  oonvolations  without  doing  any  margin  forms  in  uniting  with  the  lateral 

hurt.  margins,  proving  the  persistence  of  the  de- 

The  blunt  point  of  the  instrument  and  the  formity  in  the  empty  state  of  that  viscus.^- 

round  lubricrous  conformation  of  the  bowels.  Annates  de  la  Soci^U  d*Anvers,  Fevrier 

are  apparently  the  circumstances  to  which  1845,  p.  89. 

so   fortunate  a  result  may  be  ascribed. —      

Annalesdela  Society  de  Midecined'AMferi,  ^^^  ^^,  *s«,«  .^t^,»,  4-,«^  «,,  -,„« 

Janvier  1845.  p.  43.  COLON  STRANGULATED  BY  THE 

MESO-COLON. 

SINGULAR   DEFORMITY    OF    THE  

WOMB,  INDUCING  ARM  PRESEN-  Da.  Oilman  Davis,  of  Portland,  Me., 

TATION  OF  THE  CHILD  IN  THREE  ""^  f  Jjf  ^''i"  ^**;^  «^  f"*"^"^' 

^^^,»«i^,T.«.,*»  -  .o.^.*^^  Jo*tn^9  (Dec.  11th,  1844,)  an  interesting 

CONSECUTIVE  LABOURS.  ,^  -^  ^hlch  fatal  strangulation  of  the  coloS 

By  Da  Lkclutsb.  ^  '^  aperture  in  the  meso-colon  occurred. 

The  subject  of  the  case  was  a  gentleman, 
"*"  twenty-six  years  of  age,  who  was  attacked 
Callbd  the  4th  of  August,  1844,  to  a  third  on  the  13th  Oct.  1843,  with  paroxysms  of 
labour,  in  the  iustanoe  of  a  woman  of  small  P^^  ^  ^e  epigastric  region,  without  ten- 
stature,  whose  first  two  deliveries  had  re-  demess;  but  with  remarkable  tonic  rigidity 
quired  the  turning  of  the  child  on  account  of  of  the  abdomual  muscles,  and  constipation, 
the  arm  presenting,  I  was  much  surprised  to  By  thense  of  cathartics,  enemata,  and  opiates, 
find  a  recurrence  of  the  same.    I  was  unable  "fter  three  days  suffering,  evacuations  were 
at  the  moment  to  exphiin  this  frequence  of  produced  from  the  bowels,  and  the  other 
transverse  presentation,  but  on  passing  one  symptoms  then  yielded, 
hand  over  the  abdomen  whUe  taking  a  pain  The  patient,  except  being  troubled  with 
with  the  other,  the  upper  margin  of  the  constipation,  enjoyed  moderate  health  after 
womb  wss  felt  so  low  and  so  near  the  pubis  **»»  ^^  *>»•  Sth  of  May,  1844,  when  he 
as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  this  organ  was  expmenoed  an  attack  similar  to  the  first, 
only  half  developed,  or,  at  aU  evento,  in  a  There    was    superadded   to    the   previous 
sUteof  anteversion,  or  other  feulty  position,  lymptoms,  constant  vomiting;  every  thing 
Upon  examinmg  the  abdomen  more  care-  swallowed  was  instantly  ngected.     There 
ftiUy,  I  ascertained  that  these  suppositions  ▼»  no  thirst;  the  firmest  pressure  on  the 
were  groundless ;  and  it  was  only  by  com-  i^bdomen  caused  no  pain ;  there  was  extreme 
paring  the  little  elevation  of  the  womb  with  restlessness  and  nervous  agitation,  and  the 
the  great  development  of  the  flanks,  that  de-  Patient  complained  that  there  was  a  stoppage 
formity  of  the  organ  of  gestatton  oould  be  »  ^  epigastric  region,  and  said  he  should 
snrmiied.    In  effect,  the  sides  of  the  belly  ^^  better  if  be  could  only  have  an  evacua- 
were  evideaUy  far  more  prominent  than  or-  ^oa  firom  his  bowels.     Various  remedies 
duiary,  and  passed  beyond  the  hips  so  as  to  ^^^  employed,  without,  however,  the  least 
cause  a  breadth  which  contrasted  singularly  bo^t ;  the  patient  got  worse  and  worse, 
with  the  small  stature  of  the  woman.  '^  d>od  midday.  May  9th. 

The  womb,  instead  of  being  pyriform  m  ,  On  fojUmorUm  examination  a  large 
the  vertical  sense,  presented,  as  it  were,  a  knuckle  of  intestine,  of  a  deep  port  wine 
sort  of  eUipsoid,  of  which  the  extremities  of  oolour,  composed  of  thirteen  indM  of  the 
the  grester  axis  corresponded  respectively  to  colon,  wss  found  strangulated  in  an  aperture 
the  centra  of  the  fl*»ir« ;  it  had  thus  gstned  •l>ottt  the  sise  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  in  the 
hi  breadth  what  it  lost  in  height.  To  this  meso-colon.  From  the  strangulated  in- 
strange  anomaly  I  would  ascribe  the  f^-  destine  to  its  termination  in  the  anus, 
quence  of  the  horizontal  position  of  the  measured  four  feet.  The  strangulated  in- 
foetos,  the  greater  diameter  of  the  foetal  ovoid  testine  was  in  a  complete  state  of  mortifica- 
heiog  in  perfect  parallelism  with  that  of  the  tion.  The  aperture  was  round,  with  even 
ellipticcavityof  the  womb.  edges.  No  reasonable  conjecture  oould  be 
The  genital  parte  were  in  other  respects  formed  ss  to  the  cause  of  its  formation."— 
oatoral ;    the  neck   of  the   uterus  alone  Am^ean  Journal  ^f  the  Medical  Seiencn. 

Kerned  a  little  more  raised,  which  might  de-  

pead  on  the  absence  from  pressure  <2  some 
projecting  portion  of  the  thJld. 
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MOVEMENT  IN  THE  PROFESSION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  medical  profession  of 
York,  held  apon  tlie  19th  curt.,  thanks  were 
expressed  to  Sir  James  Graham  for  allowing 
ample  opportanity  of  considering  the  new 
bill.  Several  of  the  alteratioas  therein  con* 
tained  were  fully  approved.  It  was  recomo 
mended  that  a  dause  be  introdaced,  autho- 
rising the  representation  of  general  practi- 
tioners in  the  Council  of  Health ;  that  the 
Apothecaries'  Act  be  entirely  repealed.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  the  proposed 
measure  will  have  a  degrading  influence 
upon  the  members  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, by  requiring  them  to  register  as  li- 
centiates in  medicine  and  surgery  ;  and  the 
institution  of  a  special  instead  of  a  general 
examination  in  midwifery  will  give  rise  to 
invidious  distinctions.  It  was  further  sug- 
gested, that,  in  any  charters  granted  to  the 
Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  corpo- 
rate rights  should  be  sccdred  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  Colleges,  and  that  the  fel- 
lowship be  open  to  every  member  who  shall 
have  complied  with  the  regulations,  and 
passed  the  prescribed  examinations ;  that  it 
should  be  lawful  for  the  same  person  to  re- 
gister as  both  physician  and  surgeon ;  and 
that  a  more  summary  mode  of  preventing 
illegal  practice  be  ingrafted  on  the  bill,  than 
the  one  proposed  in  Clause  35. 

Copies  of  protests  against  the  proceedings 
of  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Sui^ons,  in 
tlie  matter  of  the  fellowship,  have  reached 
us ;  one  is  from  Mfinchester  and  Salford, 
another  ftt)m  West  Somerset,  and  a  third 
from  Gloucestershire. 

The  following  are  the  avowed  sentiments 
of  the  National  Association  of  General  Prac- 
titioners in  Medicine,  Surgery,  and  Mid- 
wifery : — 

"  Thej  require  a  Collepje — They  wish  to 
build  a  College  for  themselves — They  desire 
to  have  a  Government  on  the  representative 
principle,  totally  unshackled  by  the  customs 
and  laws  of  any  city  guild — to  make  their 
own  bye-laws,  to  appoint  their  own  exami- 
ners, and  to  be  authorised  by  law  to  examine 
and  certify  as  to  competency  to  practise — 
not  as  apothecaries — uot  in  medicine  alone 
— but  as  general  practitioners  in  medtciacy 
surgery,  and  midwifery.  They  desire  not  to 
interfere  with  the  College  of  Physicians,  or 
College  of  Surgeons,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
to  hold  them  in  the  same  estimation  they 
have  ever  donet  but  they  protest  against 
being  rendered  the  mere  offset,  the  mere 
lioentiates  of  either  College ;  they  call  for  an 
independent  incorporation,  with  equal  rights 
and  privileges,  and  to  this  they  feel  that 
their  own  anil  the  public  interest  justly  en- 
title them." 


APOTHECARIES*  HALL. 

Oentlemen  who  have  obtmnmd  Ceriifif^sf'-  * 
March  20.— Joseph  Kaye,  31 ,  Bedford  >  . 
Strand. — Arthur  Charles  Morse,  Kaltr!-. 
Bifiddlesex. — Samnel  Sumner  I>yer,  EUi-z- 
wood,  Hants.— ^F^«nk  Uatcbard,  London. — 
James  Taylor,  Manchester. — Georg«  Vcmci 
Driver,  Lower  Grosveoor  Place. — Heorr 
Pitt,  WalsaU.— Allan  Major,  Derby- 

MORTALlTYor  tbx  MBTROPOLJS. 

Death*  from  all  eataes,  reg^efered  in   t^^ 

week  ending  Saturday,  Aiarch  15. 
All  Causes it 

SPBCiriKOCAUSBS iiA^. 

1.— Zymotic  (l^idemic.  Endemic,  wcaA 
Contngious)  Diseases,  lft7  ;  msaotxx 
which,  of— 

HnnaiX  n»X !M 

Measles   , i? 

Fcarlstina ■; 

Houpinsj^  Cuu>;b   51 

('roup , M 

Tlifush     3 

.   DiarrhiPa    3 

Dysentery <• 

Cholera    ci 

Infloensa 1 

Typbiia    si 

U.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat,  05 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Inflammation n 

Dropsy is 

Scrofula i 

Cancer n 

Atrophy 11 

Debility  34 

Sudden  Deatlis 6 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  179;  amoni^ 
which,  of— 

Hydrorephalns 27 

Apoplexy sj 

Faralvsis 25 

Convulsions   ^ 

Insanity a 

Delirium  Tremens   2 

IV.— Diseases  of  tbe  LAinfcs,  and  of  tbe 
other  Orranaof  Bie^iratioii»JaB; 
amonn:  which,  of 

Pneamonia 101 

Hydrotborax \\ 

Asthma   44i 

Phthisis  or  Consumption  ....   166 
Diseases  of  tbe  Lungs,  &c. ...      16 
v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-Teasels     40 
VI.— Diseases  of  tbe  Stsmach,  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Di£:estion»  73 ; 
amonr  which,  of— 

Teethinjf ic 

Oastritis 0 

Enteritis \c» 

Tabes  9 

Hernia 2 

Disease  of  Stomach,  &« 9 

Disease  of  Lr\'er,  &c ]o 

VII.— Diseases  of  tbe  Kidnevs,  jkr. la 

VI II.— Childbirth,  Discnst-s  of  the  Uterus, 
<!tc.  1 1 ;  amon^  which,  of— 

Childbirth  9 

Disease  of  Uterus a 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,  &c , 4 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  Ice.      1 

XI.-OldAjte 77 

XII.— Violence.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance     J9 

Wilson  &  OoiLvr,  57,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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GULSTONI  AN  LECTURES,  t^ona,  as  to  change  the  form  of  the  corpuscle, 

and  thus  alter  its  relation   to  the  blood- 

Delivered  at  the  Royal  CoUege  ofPhyneiant,  vessels  or  capillaries,— this  being  an  impor - 

By  G.  Owen  Rees,  M.D.  F.R.S.  **nt  matter  for  the  physiologist,   and  one 

^     .  .         ^         ...       .  «.  which,  if  determined  in  the  affirmative,  may 

^•"^^riX'?.?2:?iS."?SS5.""*""'-  be  expected  to  «ri.t  in  thro^  Ught  on 

many  questions  of  interest  to  those  engaged 

in  pathological  inquiries.      It  was  thought 

Hating,  sir,  had  the  honour,  in  two  pre-  desirable,  in  order  to  determine  tiiis  ques- 
▼ious  lectures*  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  tion,  to  take  advantage  of  a  condition  under 
general  chemistry  and  anatomy  of  the  blood,  which  a  large  discharge  of  water  had  oc- 
I  shall  proceed  on  the  present  occasion  to  curred ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  skin  was 
consider  certain  physiological  and  patholo-  chosen  as  the  emunctory,  its  action  being, 
gical  conditions,  having  reference  principally  more  easily  and  safely  induced  than  that  of 
to  the  physical  state  of  the  fluid  as  affected  any  other  of  the  excretory  surfaces, 
by  its  dilution  ;  the  result  of  variation  in  the        During  the  last  summer  I  had  opportuni- 
proportion  of  water  entering  into  its  consti-  ties  of  examining  microscopically  the  blood 
tution.     I  have  already  noticed  the  condi-  of  three  young  men  immediately  after  they 
tion  of  the  blood  corpuscles  as  they  circu>  had  partaken  of  violent  exercise,  and  had 
lated,  and  the  equality  in  specific  gravity  perspired  very  freely,*  and  in  every  case  ob- 
between  their  fluid  qpntents  and  that  of  the  served  that  the  corpuscles  were  very  much 
liquor  sanguinis  as  the  necessary  result  of  thinned,  and  presented  the  appearance  as- 
stasis  between  fluids  separated  by  membrane,  sumed  by  those  bodies  when  subjected  to 
which  is  the  case  with  the  red  coloured  11-  the  action  of  solutions  exceeding  the  liquor 
quor  contained  within  the  envelope,  and  the  sanguinis  in  specific  gravity.     In  fact,  the 
liquor  sanguinis  without.     I  have  already  liquor  sangiiinis  had  lost  water  through  the 
shown  that  the  addition  to  the  liquor  san-  cutaneous    surface    by    transpiration,    had 
guinis  of  any  solution  which  changes  its  spe-  therefore  become  increased  in  density,  and 
cific  grarity,  when  mixed  with  it  out  of  the  acted  upon  the  corpuscles  in  the  circulation 
body,  exerts  on  the  blood  corpuscles  an  im-  so  as  to  exosmose  their  contents.     It  he- 
mediate  action,  owing  to  the  establishment  comes  now  a  matter  for  consideration   to 
of  endosmodic  currents  through  their  mem-  determine  how  these  corpuscles  again  acquire 
brane.     I  have  also  shown  that  these  effects  their  normal  condition  of  stasis,  and  again 
will  vary  according  to  the  specific  gravity  of  become  surrounded  by  a  fluid  of  healthy 
these  saline  or  saccharine  solutions,  and  that  specific  gravity ;  but  no  great  difficulty  is  in 
strong  solutions  always  collapse  the  cor-  our  way,  for  it  is  easy  to  imagine  that  the 
puscles,  while  weak  solutions,  on  the  con-  water  supplied  to  the  system,  by  gratifying 
trary,    always  distend  them.      Now  since  the  calls  of  urgent  thirst,  will  rapidly  find  its 
there  are  large  discbarges  of  water  coitftantly  way  into  the  circulation,  react  on  the  cor- 
occurring  during  the  various  processes  of  puscles,   and,   by   a  series  of  endosmodic 
excretion  and  secretion,  connected  with  the  changes,  rapidly  reduce  both  them  and  the 
healthy  actions  of  the  organism,  and  as  this  liquor  sanguinis  to  the  normal  standard  of 
water  must  of  necessity  be  supplied  by  the  density.     There  can   indeed  be  but  little 
blood,   it  is  a  matter  of  some  interest  to  doubt  that  this  occurs,  not  only  from  what 
ascertain  whether  or  not  the  liquor  sanguinis  we  know  of  the  physical  nature  of  the  cor- 
varies  sq  greatly  in  its  specific  gravity  at  puscle,  but  also  of  the  state  of  the  blood  in 
different  times,  and  under  varying  condi-  disease,  to  which  I  shall  presently  allude. 
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The   retam  to  the   normal  standard  is  manner  as  when  thej  are  removed  from  the 

doubtless   rapidly  effected   in  health ;    the  body.     In  fact,  the  endosmodic  laws  arc  in 

stomach  receives  water  into  the  system ,  and  action  during  the  circulation  of  the  corpuscles 

distributes  it  through  the  blood.      The  skin  even  to  the  production  of  eitreme  effects. 
and  kidney  excrete  waler  in  large  propor-         It  is,  however,  improbable  that  tbe  de- 

tion,  when  it  may  have  been  detained  from  struction  of  the  corpuscles  by  baratu^,  as 

some  accidental  and  casual  cause  in  the  cir-  the  result  of  watery  admixture,  iboold  erer 

culation,  or  perhaps  for  some  special  object ;  occur  as  a  pathological  result ;   for  evea 

and  the  lungs  contribute  in  no  small  degree  were  it  possible  that  the  animal  soliitiaia 

to  the  perfection  of  these  oscillatpry  actions  with  which  the  corpuscles  might  oome  ia 

essential  to  health.  contact  were  degenerated  so  as  nearly  to  ap. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  describe  in  this  place  proach  the  specific  gravity  of  water,  ire  aoM 
the  result  of  an  experiment  made  on  the  liv-  rccollert  that  the  pathological  change  lead* 
ing  animal,  having  reference  to  the  state  of  ini;  to  that  state  is  a  gradual  one,  and  thai 
the  blood  corpuscles  while  circulating  in  the  consequently  the  contained  fluid  of  tihe  oor* 
vessels,  as  it  proved  that  they  are  subject  to  puscles  will  too  nearly  approach  in  q)erific 
the  same  physical  laws,  while  thus  circum-  gravity  to  the  «legenerated  fluids,  to  octwsion 
Btanced,  as  when  out  of  the  body.     In  a  for-  that  rapid  eiidof:mosis  which  woald  cauiethe 
mer  lecture,  when  describing  the  manner  in  membnines  of  the  corpuscles  to  burst.    T^ 
which   tbe  blood  corpuscles  removed  from  specific  gravity  of  the  liquor   nngniiris  is 
the  body  became  inflated  according  as  fluids  doubtless  maintained  at  tbe  normal  atandwd 
of  high  or  low  specific  gravity  were  added  to  by  the  regulating  power  of  the  akin,  lungs, 
them,   I  spoke  of  the  destructive  action  of  and  atoroach.  as  exhalers  and  absorbers  of 
water,  which  burst  the  cases  of  the  corpus-  water,  in  the  healthy  state  of  the  body  ;  bwt 
cles,  by  causing  rapid   endo&mosis.     Now  let  us  consider  what  we  must  expect  if  <fi»- 
the  phenomena  of  collapse  and  distension  ease  supervene,  and  these  oompenaatiiig  k- 
roay  both  be  observed  in  the  human  subjett ;  tions  are  no  longer  capable  of  ezertiiii^  tbor 
bnt  it  became  neci*ssary  to  perform  an  expe-  beneficial  influence.     If,  from  anyenoae,  the 
riment  on  one  of  the  lower  animals,  in  order  watery  part  of  the  blood  €itl  to  peat  off  m 
to  determine  whether  blood  corpuscles  could  healthy  proportion,  or  if  a  similar  coaditiau 
be  burst  by  the  addition  of  water  while  cir-  be  brought  about  by  too  abundant  a  dxa- 
culating  in  the  vessels.     To  folve  this  ques-  charge  of  the  solid  oonstitaents  of  the  liqvar 
tibn  the  jugular  of  a  healthy  terrier  was  first  sanguinis,  and  the  blood  contain  an  esi 
laid  bare,   and  about  six  ounces  of  blood  of  water  in  oobsequenoe,  then  tbe 
drawn  from  it;  this  was  set  aside  to  coagu-  will,  by  a  continued  contact  with  the 
fate.     Six  ounces  of  pure  water  were  now  nerated  fluid,  necessarily  have  its  oootesits 
thrown  carefully  into  the  circulation,  after  lowered  in  specific  gravity  also,  and  tbe  ao- 
which  the  animal  was  allowed  to  rest  for  lution  of  hsematosine  contained  within  it  will 
about  five  minutes.     About  six  ounces  more  be  abnormally  dilute.  But  thia  it  not  all :  we 
of  blood  were  then  drawn  away,   and   set  know  that  there  are  a  set  of  diangoa  whk^ 
aside  to  coagulate,  in  order  to  compare  it  must  necessarily  oocor  between  the  ckyfa 
with  that  which  had  been  drawn  previous  to  and  the  blood  corpuscles  in  health,  owing  to 
the  injection  of  water.     Now,  presuming  the  the  difference  in  specific  gravity  betacwi 
blood  corpuscles  to  be  burst  by  water    in  that  fluid  and  the  contents  of  the  blood  ear* 
their  natural  condition  circulating  in  the  puscles,  and  in  virtue  of  which  a  large  pro- 
vessels,  in  the  same  manner  as  when  re-  portion  of  tbe  chyle  it  permitted  to  ento- 
moved  from  the  body,  the  serum  of  blood,  through  the  membrane  and  mix  within  it. 
at  obtained  by  the  coagulation  of  that  spec!-  Now  the  chyle  is  of  lets  spedfic  gravity  than 
men  drswn  after  the  injection  of  water  into  the  contents  of  the  blood  corpotde  in  Iwallb ; 
the  jugular  had  been  made,  ought  to  be  san-  and  the  nearer  the  contents  of  the  eorpnaiJe 
gninolent,    because  tiie    colouring    matter  approach  to  the  spedflc  gravity  of  the  chyle, 
which,  in  the  natural  state,  is  retained  vrithin  the  leat  interchange  will  take  plaee  between 
the  membrane  of  the  corpuscle,  would  be  tbe  two  fluidt,  in  aooordanoe  with  tibe  en* 
dissolved  throughout  the  liquor  sanguinis,  dosmodic  law,  and  the  leat  iron  will  enter 
owing  to  the  bursting  of  the  membrane ;  the  oorputde  to  attist  in  tbe  fbnaatiaBi  «£ 
and  it  would  appear  in  the  tenim,  at  ihown  hsematoiine.     Tlina  genatlt  and  the  nwCri* 
by  its  oolonr.    Such  a  result  was  obtained ;  tion  of  the  oorpuadea  is  intcffcred  with,  and 
the  specimen  of  blood  drawn  from  the  dog  the  blood  it  totally  deranged.     Vtom  that 
before  the  injection  of  the  water  waa  of  ita  watery  degeneration,  then,  we  have  two  rwite 
ordhiary  pale  straw  cdlonr,  while  that  drawn  arising :  firstly,  the  toUdt  are  tnppliad  wi<h 
after  the  injection  of  water  wat  itrongly  tan-  a  dilute  liqoor  sanguinis ;  and  teooodly,  the 
gninolent,  that  it,  tinetured  by  the  red  co*  corpntolet  attract  leta  oxygan  into  the  wyw- 
louring  matter  of  tbe  corpuadet,  proving  tarn  than  in  health,  tiwre  beSag  fcwer  of 
that  water  had  acted  on  those  bodiet  while  them,  and  thoae  exliting  eontalAas  only  a 
in  the  oireulation  predtely  in  tbe   tame  diluted  hwnatosioe. 
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Difieaaes  characterued  by  excess  of  water 
in  the  blood,  so  far  us  we  are  at  present  ac- 
qaainted  with  them,  are  prodactWe  of  that 
expression  of  count«Daaoe  to  which  the  term 
auseiaia  has  been  applied.  Now  it  is  well 
knowD  that  antemia  can  be  produced  cot 
only  by  direct  loss  of  blood,  but  by  an  ex- 
cessive discharge  of  any  fluid  from  the  sys- 
tem which  contains  as  an  ingredient  the 
solid  matters  of  the  blood  ;  nor  is  it  neces- 
sary that  red  corpuscles  should  form  part  of 
the  discharge  in  order  that  this  effect  should 
be  produced  :  long-continued  leucorrhoea 
will  occasion  it ;  and  the  discharge  of  albu- 
men with  the  urine  is  a  fertile  cause  of 
anaemia.  The  ansmia  which  is  produced  by 
loss  of  blood  is  in  all  probability  accompa- 
nied by  absorption  of  water  through  the 
skin,  an  action  which,  did  it  not  occur  in 
severe  floodings,  would  probably  greatly  in- 
crease the  number  of  deaths  by  this  disease. 
The  extreme  and  distressing  thirst  observed 
in  such  cases  indicates  the  necessity  for  the 
presence  of  water,  the  immediate  use  of 
which  is  probably  to  supply  a  bulk  of  fluid 
to  replace  the  blood  lost,  and  enable  the 
heart  to  contract — to  supply  it,  in  fact,  with 
something  to  contract  upon.  The  thirst, 
arising  as  I  have  described,  is  frequently 
greatly  relieved  by  the  application  of  water 
to  the  surface.  Sponging  the  skin  at  inter- 
vals with  water  has  been  found  to  allay  this 
distressing  symptom ;  and  it  appears  from 
this  fact  more  than  probable  that,  under  the 
conditions  of  system  above  alluded  to,  the 
akin  beoomea  an  active  absorbent  organ; 
and  that  the  use  of  water,  as  applied  to  the 
surface,  should  be  considered  as  a  valuable 
remedial  measure,  directly  influencing  the 
heart,  and  not  merely  as  a  means  of  alle- 
viating the  symptom  of  thirst. 

While  on  this  subject  I  may  perhaps  be 
permitted  to  theorise  on  the  manner  in 
which  heemorrhage  is  occasionally  restrained, 
or  rather  allude  to  the  manner  in  which  its 
suppression  is  probably  assisted  by  the  con- 
formation and  peculiarity  of  structure  of  the 
blood  corpuscles.  When  large  quantities  of 
blood  exude  from  the  capillaries,  and  water 
is  absorbed  by  the  skin,  and  taken  in  by  the 
stomach  to  satisfy  thirst,  the  specific  gravity 
of  the  liquor  sanguinis  must  become  lessened. 
The  immediate  effect  of  this  will  be,  that  the 
corpuscles  of  the  blood  become  endosmosed 
and  swollen  ;  and  this  will  take  place  in  pro- 
portion varying  directly  as  the  rapidity  and 
quantity  of  the  flow  of  the  blood  lost.  Cor- 
puscles which  could  before  circulate  through 
capillary  vessels,  have  now,  owing  to  this 
endosmodic  change,  assumed  a  form  and 
acquired  a  degree  of  hardness,  from  mecAa' 
nical  diiietuioHf  which  will  preclude  the 
possibility  of  their  entering  tubes  of  the 
same  calibre  m  before ;  and  the  corpuscles, 


the  part  of  the  blood  immediately  necessary 
to  life,  wiU  thus  be  assisted  in  remaining  in 
the  circulation,  and,  moreover,  will  tend  to 
exf  rt  a  mechanical  plugging  action  on  the 
mouths  of  the  bleeding  vei^stls.  In  passive 
bleedings  from  mucous  surfaces,  it  seems 
highly  probable  that  the  oonditiuns  I  have 
described  tend  greatly  to  the  preservation  of 
life,  by  assisting  in  the  suppression  of  ha:« 
morrhage.*  We  can  by  this  theory  abo  ex- 
plain the  excessive  and  persistent  pallor 
occasionally  noticed  in  anaemia  ;  for  the  en- 
larged condition  of  the  blood  corpuscles 
will  prevent  their  circulation  in  those  capil- 
laries of  the  skin  and  mucous  surfaces  which 
before  they  could  readily  peimeate;  and 
thus  another  immediate  cause  for  the  anae- 
miated  skin  is  added  to  that  arising  from  a 
positive  deficiency  in  the  number  of  cor- 
puscles of  the  blood.  In  considering  tlie 
remoter  causes  for  anaemia,  it  would  appear 
that  the  most  common  are  those  quite  un- 
connected with  haemorrhage,  in  which,  in- 
deed, scarcely  any  of  the  entire  blood  is  lost, 
but  where  the  constituents  of  the  liquor 
sanguinis  only  are  allowed  to  escape  in  ex- 
cess, either  from  mucous  membranes,  or 
the  secreting  surface  of  the  kidiiey,  in  more 
than  healthy  proportion. 

Among  anaemiated  patients  we  shall  find 
a  large  number  who  have  been,  or  are,  the 
subjects  of  leucorrhcea,  or  some  form  of  dis- 
charge which  contains  one  or  more  of  the 
proximate  elements  of  the  blood  as  an  ingre- 
dient. 

When  the  discharge  which  is  the  cause  of 
anaemia  consists  in  part  of  red  particles,  we 
can  well  understand  the  pallor  of  counte- 
nance, and  deficient  colour  of  skin,  charac- 
teristic of  the  disease,  inasmuch  as  a  large 
quantity  of  colouring  matter  is  removed  from 
the  circulation  *,  but  the  deficient  proportion 
of  red  particles  observed  in  those  cases  of 
anaemia  caused  by  the  abstraction  from  the 
blood  of  albujnen,  either  in  the  form  of  leu- 
corrhceal  discharge,  or  as  it  exists  in  some 
diseased  forms  of  urine,  requires  explana- 
tion, inasmuch  as  it  must  necessarily  be  a 
secondary  effect,  and  one  not  so  imme< 
diately  palpable  on  a  first  view.  The  de- 
crease in  the  proportion  of  the  corpuscles  is, 
I  believe,  brought  about  as  a  consequence  of 
the  decrease  in  the  specific  gravity  of  the 
liquor  sanguinis,  which  by  degrees  renders 
their  contained  liquid  of  a  less  specific  gra- 
vity than  it  should  be,  thus  interfering  with 
the  proper  changes  which  should  occur  be- 
tween this  contained  liquid  and  the  chyle 
poured  in  by  the  thoracic  duct.  It  may 
perhaps  occur,  that  when  the  Llood  becomes 
degenerated  and  watery,  in  the  manner  I 
have  described,  that  the  chyle  partakes  of  the 
condition,  and  that  therefore  it  still  main- 
tains a  specific  gravity  proportionally  lower 
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tlian  that  of  the  contents  of  the  corpuscle,  by  the  nse  of  mild  saline  purgative*  diinii« 

It  is  more  likely,  however,  that  the  balance  the  prevalence  of  theeraption  and  tlie  period 

of  health,  as  regards  the  density  of  these  of  desqnamation  following  it. 

fluids,  is  considerably  disturbed ;  but  which-  This  plan  of  treatment  ensares  a  moderatf 

ever  may  be  the  case,  it  is  obvious  that,  un-  aqueous  discharge  from  the  intestiiifll  ffarface, 

der  these  diseased  conditions,  the  blood  cor-  and  tends  to  preserve  the  health j  sped&c 

puscles  cannot  be  supplied   with  iron,  as  gravity  of  the  liquor  sanguinis. 

before,  if  we  presume  dilution  of  the  chyle  In  considering  generally  the  pathokigkal 

to  take  place  in  proportion  to  the  degene-  relations  of  the  anemiated  conditioo,  froDi 

racy  of  the  liquor  sanguinis;  for  the  iron  whatever  cause  it  may  be  produced^  we  must. 

will  be  in  dilute  solution.  I  think,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  several 

It  must  have  occurred  to  all  who  are  in  varieties  of  this  disease  have  their  origin  stilt 

the  habit  of  attending  to  the  diseases  of  fe-  concealed.      I  speak  here  particularly  of  the 

males,  to  have  observed  cases  of  chlorosis  annmia  called  chlorosis,  in  which  no  leocor- 

in  which  the  ansmiated  condition  was  pro-  rhceal  discharge,  flooding,  or  faaematemess, 

minently  marked,  and  in  which  no  history  has  been  observed,  and  to  account' for  wfakh 

could  be  obtained  showing  that  haemorrhage,  I  have  ventured  to  express  the  theoretical 

discharge,  or  flux,  in  any  form,  had  taken  opinion  that  the  immediate  cause  of  the  d^- 

place,  to  rob  the  blood  of  its  solid  matters,  generation  of  the  blood  exists  in  a  loaii  of 

Notwithstanding  this  circumstance,  however,  exhalant  power  on  the  part  of  the  skin. 

tiie  blood  in  sudi  cases  has  become  g^^tly  I  know  it  has  been  the  opinion  of  some 

impoverished ;  the  blood  corpuscles  are  in  authors  that  amenorrfacea  is  an  occasioniJ 

deficient  proportion,  and  there  is  a  coolness  cause  of  this  aniemia  of  chlorosis ;  a  doctrine 

of  the  surface,  with  a  tendency  to  blueness  directly  opposed,  however,  to  all  that  wr 

under  the  nails,  indicative  of  deficient  capil-  now  know  of  the  physical  conditions  of  the 

lary  circulation.     It  seems  probable  that  we  blood,  for  we  may  certainly  conclude  that 

have  here  an  imperfect  excretory  action  on  anfemia,  in  whatever  manner  it  may  be  pro- 

the  part  of  the  skin,  as  a  cause  of  mischief,  du?ed,  is  a  cause  and  not  an  effect  of  sup> 

and  that  the  superfluous  water  is  not  ex-  pressed   uterine  discharge.      Onr   state  of 

haled  by  that  emunctory  as  it  is  in  health,  knowledge  as  regards  the  ansmia  of  tb^* 

and  that  too  large  a  proportion  of  it  is  con-  morbus  Brigbtii  is  somewhat  in  advance  of 

sequently  retained  in  the  circulation,  which  that  which  we  possess  concerning  these  simple 

will  lead  to  the  same  evils  as  though  the  cases  of  chlorosis,  for  we  have  here  asccr- 

blood  had  lost  its  solids  by  albuminuria  or  tained  a  sufficient  cause  for  the  prodnctioa 

leucorrhoea.     Retention  of  water,  it  is  oh-  of  aniemia  in  the  discharge  of  albumen  h\ 

vious,  will  degenerate  precisely  in  the  same  the  kidneys  ;   so,   in    leucorrhoea,    menor- 

manner  as  loss  of  solids,  and  will  decrease  rhagia,  and  bloody  fluxes  generally,   we  at 

the  specific  gravity  of  the  liquor  sanguinis.  once  can  detect  an  immediate  cause  for  the 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  powerful  'action  symptom  of  anaemia, 
of  the  skin,  lungs,  and  kidneys,  as  adjusters  In  cases  of  malignant  disease  there  is  an 
of  the  specific  gravity  of  the  blood,  has  ever  appearance  produced  very  analogous  to 
been  taken  into  account  sufficiently.  We  anaemia,  but  no  analyses  have  been  made  of 
know  that  healthy  blood  has  a  fixed  specific  the  physical  and  chemical  condition  of  the 
gravity  ;  that  if  the  fluid  be  drawn  from  ten  blood,  in  such  cases,  to  enable  us  decidedly 
healthy  men,  the  specific  gravity  of  the  to  class  the  condition  under  this  head.  There 
liquor  sanguinis  and  serum  will  be  almost  is,  however,  an  analogy  between  such  cases, 
identical ;  and  yet  let  us  remember  how  large  and  those  of  chlorosis  without  discharge,  in 
a  quantity  of  fluid  is  being  constantly  poured  so  far  that  the  pallor  and  pearly  whiteness 
into  the  circulation,  and  which  must  be  is  prominently  noticed  long  before  the  break- 
rapidly  excreted,  or  the  most  mischievous  ing  down  and  drain  of  ichorous  matter  robs 
consequences  will  result.  Unless  we  fully  the  blood  of  solid  constituents, 
comprehend  the  rapidity  and  extent  of  this  Anaemia  is  a  symptom  of  importance  in 
excreting  action,  wc  shall  scarcely  be  inclined  itself,  inasmuch  as  the  degenerated  blood  is 
to  admit  the  importance  of  cutaneous  ex-  capable  of  producing  secondary  mischief, 
halation  as  a  preservative,  and  the  dangers  and  it  becomes  a  matter  of  absolute  necessity 
attendant  on  its  suppression.  I  may  here  that  remedial  measures  should  be  taken  to 
allude  to  those  cases  of  anasarca  which  follow  relieve  this  condition,  when  present,  while 
scarlatina,  and  in  which  it  seems  almost  we  search  for  the  more  remote  cause  of 
certain  that  the  interrupted  action  of  the  mischief;  for  whatever  that  may  be,  and  in 
skin  as  an  excreter  of  water  degenerates  the  many  cases  it  seems  that  the  blood  itself  is 
liquor  sanguinis  by  decreasing  its  specific  originally  in  fault,  it  is  but  reasonable  to 
gravity,  and  brings  about  the  symptom  of  suppose  that  we  increase  our  chance  of 
effusion,  an  evil  which,  from  some  observa-  effecting  a  cure  if,  by  our  treatment,  we  first 
tion  and  experience  in  the  disease,  I  am  reduce  the  blood  to  the  healthy  standard, 
inclined  to  believe  is  frequently  to  tre  avoided  It  will,  I  am  sure,  have  occurred  to  many,  to 
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have  benefitted  their  patients  materially  by  quence  of  the  improved  state  of  the  blood 

the  application  of  remedies  calculated  to  brought  about  by  treating  the  case  as  anemia, 

relieve  the  aniemiated  condition  which  may  As  bearing  upon  the  principle  of  treatment, 

have  been  indnoed  even  by  a  cause  which  did  though  somewhat  unconnected  with  the  im- 

not  itself  admit  of  removal,  and  thus  to  have  mediate  object  of  this  lecture,  I  may  mention 

increased    comfort    and     lengthened     life,  the  benefit  which  we  occasionally  derive  from 

Whether  the  kidney,  the  heart,  or  the  ex-  the  exhibition  of  tonic  remedies  in  certain 

istence  of  any  malignant  form  of  disease,  be  cases  of  neuralgia  having  their  origin  in 

the  cause  of  anemia,  we  are  almost  always  organic  lesion  which  does  not  itself  admit  of 

able  to  produce  marked  benefit  by  the  use  of  removal,  but  the  painful  efiects  of  which  may 

ferruginous  medicines,  and  the  exhibition  of  be  counteracted  by  improving  the  general 

purgatives ;    remedies  which  act  beneficially  tone  of  the  system. 

by  assisting  in  the  removal  of  the  superfluous  In  such  cases  that  which  formerly  was  a 
water,  and  in  the  formation  of  chyle,  such  cause  of  disease  no  longer  exists  as  such ;  it 
as,  from  its  chemical  and  mechanical  con-  is  paralysed  in  eflect,  though  present  still. 
dition,  may  be  able  to  assist  in  the  produc-  Among  the  diseases  characterised  by  an 
tion  of  hsmatosine.  excess  of  water  in  the  system,  there  is  none 
A  marked  instance  of  the  benefit ,  to  be  so  pointedly  showing  the  advantage  of  treat- 
derived  by  treating  this  symptom  of  aneemia,  ing  symptoms  as  that  of  albuminuria.    When 
in  cases  in  which  the  principal  evil  does  not  this  disease  is  arrived  at  an  advanced  stage, 
admit  of  removal,  occurred  in  a  patient  ad-  it  is  scarcely  to  be  believed  that  the  removal 
mitted  under  Dr.   Babington,    and  Utely  of  the  cause  would  effect  a  cure,  for  the 
under  my  care  at   Guy's    Hospital.     The  secondary  efiects  have  attained  an  impor- 
following  is  a  brief  sketch  of  this  case.  tance  making  their  removal  a  matter  of  ne- 
Robert  Curry,  set.  18,  was  admitted  into  cessity  for  the  preservation  of  life.     Whether 
the  hospital  on  the  18th  of  December,  1844.  the  original  seat  of  the  mischief  be  in  the 
He   was  of  delicate  frame,  and  had  been  blood  or  in  the  kidney,  we  know  that  dlsin- 
sickly  from  a  child.     He  had  before  been  a  tegration  of  the  former  speedily  takes  place  in 
patient  in  the  hospital,  and  was  cured  of  a  this  disease ;    that  it  iMSComes  watery,  and 
severe  attack  of  rheumatism  and  rheumatic  contains  a  smaller  proportion  of  hsmatosine 
pericarditis  by  Dr.  Babington.     During  this  than  in  health,  and  did  we  know  the  exact 
first  attack   he  was   bled,   and  underwent  nature  of  the  first  change  from  health,  and, 
general  antiphlogistic  treatment.      He  was  moreover,  were  it  such  as  could  be  expected 
relieved  but  greatly  weakened  by  the  attack,  to  yield  to  remedies,  our  efforts  should  be 
and  returned  to  his  trade  of  a  butcber  before  simultaneously  directed  against  the  secon- 
sufficiently  recovering  his  strength.     While  dary  degeneration  of  the  blood,  or  we  can 
lifting    a  heavy  weight,    he  one   day  ex-  scarcely  hope  for  success.     Let  us  consider 
perienoed  a  severe  pain  in  the  chest,  which  the  exact  condition  of  a  patient  suffering 
sensation  was    immediately   succeeded    by  from  advanced  albuminuria,  and  regard  the 
dyspnoea  and  palpitation.      On  his  second  disease  in  its  relation  to  the  excess  of  water 
admission  into  the  hospital  his  principal  contained  in  the  blood, 
complaint  was   of  pain  in   the  precordial  The  mischief  may  commence  in  the  kid- 
region,  palpitation,  and  dyspnoea,  with  pain  neys  or  the  blood,  but  however  that  may 
in  the    limbs.      He    was  ansmiated,  the  be,  a  quantity  of  serum  has  passed  away 
pulse  was  hurried,  and  tongue  white :  on  with  the  urine,  and  impoverished  the  cir- 
auscultation  a  distinct  pericardial  rubbing  culating  fluid.      Its  corpuscles  are  few  in 
was  heard  over  the  sternum  :  no  other  indi-  number,  and  contain  a  solution  of  hsemato- 
cations  of  disease  were  present.    The  treat-  sine  of  low  specific  gravity ;  genesis  is  in- 
ment  of  this  case  consist^  first  in  the  appli-  termpted,    and  the  nutrition  of  the  newly 
cation  of  leeches  and  use  of  counter-irritation  formed  corpuscles  interfered  with,  owing  to 
over  the  precordial  region,  with  the  effect  of  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  chyle  can 
relieving  the  pain.    He  was  then  immediately  make  its  way  through  the  envebpe  to  the 
ordered  the  compound  steel  mixture,  and  hematosine.   Serous  effusions  have  occurred, 
the  occasional  use  of  purgatives,  with  the  or  are  about  to  take  place,  and  the  patient  is 
effect  of  relieving  every  symptom  of  his  dis-  anaemiated.     Let  us  suppose  now  that  the 
ease,  and  reducing  his  circulation  to  a  regu-  disease  is  treated  for  anaemia,  and  consider 
larity  such  as  prevented  the  occurrence  of  what  will  be  the  result.      Purgatives  and 
dyspnoea,    and    rendered    the    pericardial  ferruginous    medicines    are    administered; 
rubbing  no  longer  audible.      He  is  now  the  one  set  of  remedies  assists  to  remove 
capable  of  using  considerable  exertion  with*  water  from  the  blood,  the  other  to  supply  iron 
out  distress,    notwithstanding    that    when  to  the  chyle.    The  liquor  sanguinis  is  in- 
greatly  eicited  the  pericardiid  rubbing  can  creased  in  specific  gravity,  owing  to  the  re- 
be  heard  indicating  the  existence  of  the  moval  of  water  by  the  aperients,  and  being 
original  disease,  which,  however,  no  longer  in  contact  with  the  corpuscles  containing  a 
produces  its  distressing  symptoms,  in  oonse-  more    dilute  hematosine,    an   endosmodic 
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bhange  mmt  immediately  Cake  place.    The  ansmiti,  the  mott  important  of   whi^  is 

more  dilute  contents  of  the  corpuscles  will  that  by  the  skin. 

be  drawn  out  through  their  membrane  in        A  case  of  ansemia,  whieh  |wrticalarlT  ct- 

considerable  proportion,  and  the  place  sup-  tracted  attention,  owing  to  its  serine  ch&> 

plied  by  a  less  quantity  of  the  more  dense  ractcr,  occurred  to  me  about  three  years  «:<i, 

liquor  sanguinis.  and  was  greatly  relieved  by  this  trestmeDt— 

This  interchange  will  occur  just  to  such  an  frictions  and   occasional   bath*    being    thf 

extent  as  to  equalise  the  specific  gravities  of  means  resorted  to.     In  this  caae»  the  biood 

the  liquor  sanguinis  and  the  contents  of  the  corpuscles,  when  viewed  under   the  mkro- 

corpuscles,  and  no  more.     By  the  further  scope,  were  observed  much  distended,  a  c4s>- 

use  of  pnigHtives  more  water  is  again  re-  dition  prominently  shown  by  those  Mm  r^. 

moved  from  the  liquor  sanguinis,  and  again  their  edgea,  which  were  from  twice  to  thr.e 

the  same  endosmodic  changes  will  be  effected  times  their  natural  thickness.     Tbe  sp.  ^r. 

upon  the  corpuscles.     By  this  use  of  purga-  of  the  liquor  sanguinis  was  extremely  l«r». 

tive  mtdidnes,  the  corpuscles  have,  through  as  ascertained  under  the  microscope  l.y  rV 

the  medium  of  tlie  liquor  sanguinis,  had  the  application  of  solutions.    Thus,  it  recjuurft 

specific  gravity  of  their  contents  considerably  a  solution  of  a  sp.  gr.  as  low  as  1  ,O07  to  effrct 

increased,  and  the  chyle  entering  thecircula-  any  considerable  endosmodic  action,  wben-u 

tion,  and  coming  in  contnct  with  these  bo-  healthy  blood  becomes  so  affected  by  a  Hud 

dies,  is  now  able   to  effect  the  necessary  of  1,0^. 

changesby  entering  through  their  membrane,         I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  advao* 

and   supplying  iron   for  the  formation   of  tage  derived  from  the  use  of  baths  consi^fi 

healthy  hsematosine.  more  in  cleansing  the  skiu,  and  preparing  .cs 

The  ferruginous  medicines  may    be   re-  surface  for  the  excretion  of  water,  than  a 

garded  as  playing  a  secondary  part  in  the  any  benefit  that  can  be  produced  hy  the  im- 

removal  of  aitsmia  ik  hen  purgatives  are  ad-  mediate  perspirations  occasionally  obaervt<L 

ministered.     Their  immediate  action  is  to  It  seems  probable  that  water  enters  the  para 

supply  to  the  chyle  that  element  which  is  more  freely  than  might  at  ant  view  be  im«- 

always  found  in  the  red  contents  of  the  blood  gined,  and  that  it  is  this  superfluous  water 

corpuscle ;  but  unless  a  very  large  quantity  which   passes    off    in    these   perapiradoDS. 

of  water  be  removed  from  this  fiuid,  so  as  to  After  remaining  for  some  length  of  time  in 

reduce  its  specific  gravity    to  tbe  natural  a  cold  bath,  Chussat  found  the  sp.  gr.  of 

standard,  and  render  it  far  more  dense  than  his  urine  scarcely  to  exceed  that  of  distiUrd 

the  chyle,  we  can  scarcely  expect  that  the  water.     This  excessive  tenuity   can   scarcely 

ferruginous  solution  will  enter  through  the  be  considered  simply  as  the  result  oi  s^p- 

membrane  freely ;  and,  therefore,  in  these  pressed  cutaneous  exhalation,  and  it  aeecis 

cases,  free  use  of  purgatives,  more  especially  probable  that  water  was  absorbed   hy   the 

of  the  hydragogue  character,  seem  especially  cutaneous  surface  in  large  quantity.      The 

indicated,  and  it  u  very  common  to  meet  best  method  of  ridding  the  blood  of  excess  c  f 

with  cases  in  which  iron  has  failed  to  exert  a  water  consists  in  keeping  the  skin  dean  ^<j 

beneficial  influence  until  purgative  medicines  moderate  use  of  baths  and  frictions,  and  tttcu 

have  been  persevered  in  tor  some  time.     So  enjoining  regular  exercise  as  an  importaut 

marked,  indeed,  is  this  peculiarity,  that  it  part  of  the  treatment.     By  these  means  the 

would  lead  almost  to  a  belief  in  an  essential  capillary  circulation  is  accelerated,  and  blood 

difference  between   such  cases,   and    those  thrown  upon  the  skin,  which  is  now  prepared 

which  speedily  yield  to  tonic  treatment  by  to  excrete  water  freely  for  the  relief  of  the 

iron.     Regarding  the  disease,  however,  aa  blood.     The  advantage  to  be  derived  from 

one  in  which  tbe  action  of  the  chyle  is  inter-  f^ee  entaneous  traiwpiration  is  oocasionally 

fered  with,  and  being  aware  of  tbe  mecha-  to  be  observed  in  Ihose  chlorotic  patients 

nical  conditions  necessary  to  its  action  on  whose  mode  of  life  leads  them  to  frequent 

the  corpuscles,  we   can    easily  understand  crowded  assemblies,  who  perhaps  take  but 

that  it  is  as  reasonable  to  treat  the  disease  little  exercise  except  in  the  vitiated  air  of  the 

with  purgatives  as  with  iron — the  one  set  of  ball-room,  and  who,  to  the  surprise  of  their 

remedies  inspissating  the  contents  of  the  friends,  not  only  escape  many  of  the  incon- 

corpuscles,  and  assisting  them  to  eodosmose  veniences  affecting  UioBe  apparently   more 

chyle  in  the  manner  1  have  described;  the  fitted  to  bear  such  exertions,  but,  on  the 

other  tending  to  produce  a  chyle  richer  in  contrary,  rise  on  the  following  morning  re> 

iron,  and  which,  though  it  may  be  able  but  freshed  and  in  spirits ;  a  result  almost  al- 

imperfectly  to  permeate  the  membrane  of  ways  attributed  to  the  beneficial  mental  ef- 

the  corpuscles,  still  supplies  a  larger  qnan-  fects    of   association,  but  which  in  many 

tity  of  iron  in  that  portion  which  does  enter,  cases  I  think  may  fairly  be  referred  to  the 

than  woiUd  have  been  the  case  had  not  iron  improvement  effected  in  the  blood  by  free 

been  administered.     There  are  other   me-  and  long  continued  perapiration.      In  the 

thods  of  depriving  the  blood  of  water  which  case  of  ansemia,  in  which  I  have  described 

should  not  be  overlooked  in  tbe  treatment  of  the  ap.  gr.  of  the  liquor  sanguinis  ss  being 
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eztremely  low,  the  blood  corpuscles  were  See  the  case  of  a  miller,  who  was  enor- 

oonsiderably  dilated :  this  is  not  always  the  mouslv  fat,  while  usiner  a  large  quan- 

caee,  becaase,  whatever  may  be  the  degree  of  tity  of  fat  meat  and  ale  ;  he  dropped 

tenuity  of  the  blood,  an  adjustment  will  soon  these,  and  gave  up  fermented  driOKS ; 

occur  between  the  liquor  sanguinis  and  the  ^te  puddmg  of  coarse  flour  and  milk, 

contenu  of  the  corpuscles,  and  in  many  cases  ^.jj^  ^gg,^ .  ^^^n  without  eggs.     For 

of  ansBmiathat  1  have  examined  ^^iL^**"  years  he  lived  on  a  pound  ofbiscjuit, 

poscles  have  been  pale  and  flattened.    When,  ^^^  ^        „^  ^„^  ^  ^^^  ^^  njilj^    t^^e^ 

however,  these  bodies  are    distended,  the  ^^  two ^neals  in  the  day ;  he  enjoyed 

condition  may  be  regarded  as  an  indication ;,  u-.-uu    -«.j  «^-  .*.!«„»^.  «*  ika 

that  a  (Vesh  Vortion  of  water  is  becoming  «^?!J*'k'  f  oi?^  ^ 
retained,  and  is  producing  effects  on  the  age  of  DU  tlian  at^. 
blood  at  the  period  of  experiment.  You  must  forbid  strong  liquors  of 
In  concluding  these  remarks,  I  may  perhaps  every  kind  to  apoplectic  people ;  all 
be  allowed  to  express  a  hope  that  if  I  have-  strong  spirits  are  to  be  given  up  by 
failed  to  convince,  I  may  yet  have  snggested  them  for  ever ;  such  drinks,  either  with 
matter  for  reflection  which  abler  and  more  water  or  without  it,  are  most  pemi- 
aooomplbhed  minds  may  hereafter  succeed  cious.  Small  beer  is  useful  as  a 
in  applying  to  the  advancement  of  patho-  laxative  in  some  cases.  People  ask, 
logy,  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  the  relief  '*  Should  they  renounce  these  suddenly, 
of  the  sufferings  of  our  fellow  creatures.  or  by  degrees  P*'  I  think,  at  once.  No 
one  would    die  for    want  of  strong 

^^  am  very  sceptical  of  this*     They  must 

DISEASES  OF   THE   NERVOUS  also  renounce  the  use  of  tobacco ;  it  is 

SYSTEM :  the  most  abominable  poison  ever  intro- 

coNTAiNiNO  NOTBs  OF  TH*  LBCTUBBS  OF  duccd;  cvcu  snuffinff  it  up  the  nose 

TBS  LaTB  PBOFBSSOR  ORBGORT,  produccs  vcrtigo  auQ  iutoxication ;  a 

OF  BoiNBUBGH.  11^"^^  ^^  suuff  impairs  the   appetite. 

The  smoking  of  tobacco  is  more  com- 

By  Edward  Blackmorb,  M.D.  Edinb.  m^u  n^^  j^an  ^^  ^as  forty  years  ago; 

^•"^^5?S'S*^'y  K®'  ^^^1!^  Medical  it  is  sometimes  enough  to  bring  on 
*^^  fhfB^ufP&iJSitiS?:'^'^ ""  palsy  (see  Burserius,  De  MarbU  A>r- 
[ConUnued  from  page  7w.]  ^  ''"J-  Some  persons  tried  who  could 
^^_^  smoke  the  most ;  one  died  at  the  seven- 
_  _  ^  -  .  ,  teenth  pipe,  another  at  the  eighteenth. 
Ob  ike  Cure  of  Apoplexy.  j  l^ne^  ^n  instance  where  it  brought 
The  prevention  of  the  disease  is  most  on  headache  for  some  days.  It  is  a 
important ;  attend  to  the  plethora  of  kind  of  intoxicating  drug,  and  is  at- 
the  head.  The  regulation  of  the  diet  tended  with  much  danger ;  some  part 
requires  attention ;  it  must  be  a  cool  goes  down  into  the  stomach,  as  hap- 
and  spare  diet.  Animal  food  is  more  pens  in  chewing  it ;  it  must  have  bad 
nutritious  than  vegetable ;  soup,  beef-  effects.  One  snuff-taker  suffered  most 
tea,  and  broths,  are  a  part  of  animal  grievously  with  stomach  complaints 
f(X)d ;  barley  or  rice  in  soup  promotes  which  I  attributed  to  his  taking  snuff, 
the  mixture  of  the  fat  with  tne  water.  Another  was  seized  with  vomiting,  and 
This  may  be  allowed  to  those  to  whom  threw  up  a  large  quantity  of  snuff, 
we  do  not  allow  solid  food  or  strong  Moderate  exercise  is  necessary ;  vio- 
broths.  They  who  are  disposed  to  apo-  lent  and  sudden  is  dnn^rous.  I  re- 
plcxy  should  live  principally  on  vege-  commend  general  regular  exercise ;  not 
table  food,  such  as  farinaceous  matters  too  long  continued ;  not  such  as  would 
•—wheat,  barlev,  rice^potatoe,  and  the  overheat  them.  You  should  not  al- 
roots  of  vegetables.  The  patient  is  not  ways  allow  a  person  predisposed  to 
to  fill  his  stomach  with  a  large  meal,  apoplexy  to  go  on  horseback. 
He  majr  take  milk,  whev,  butter-milk ;  Enforce  the  proper  employment  of 
new  milk  is  very  nourishing.  In  Scot-  evacuations ;  keep  open  the  body ;  in- 
land they  allow  for  the  support  of  a  sure  two  motions  every  day.  Try  a 
labouring  man  160  pounds  or  oatmeal  vegetable  diet  for  this  purpose,— stewed 
a  week,  and  milk  with  it.  Comaro  prunes,  pears,  and  apples ;  barley-broth 
lived  to  extreme  old  age  on  a  very  also  is  laxative ;  milk,  particularly 
spare  diet  i   but  he  took  much  wine,  when  boiled,  is  binding.    Give  a  purge 
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occasionally,  as  sulphate  of  magnesia,  A  large  bleeding  is  to  be  empkr*  ed 
colocynth,  and  the  compound  powder  from  the  arm  or  jugular  Tein.  Socne 
of  jalap.  Uj;e  aloes  and  rhubarb  on  physicians  object  to  bleeding.  Dr. 
going  to  bed,  or  jalap  and  calomel.  FothergiU  says,  "  Bleeding  reqoiTt-» 
Active  saline  pnrges  are  also  sometimes  dispassionate  consideration  ;  hemiple- 
required,  as  sulphas  sods,  tartras  po-  gia  or  death  may  follow  it.  If  the 
tassie  eC  sods,  sulphas  potasss ;  they  pulse  is  full  and  tense,  with  an  appear- 
lessen  the  flow  of  blood  to  the  head  so  ance  of  suffusion  in  the  countenance, 
much,  that  the  face  will  look  pale  i  even  then  bleeding  is  performed  much 
people  even  fall  into  syncope  from  their  oftener  than  is  proper.  The  pulae  u 
operation,  which  is  the  reverse  of  what  an  insufficient  guide  for  bleeding :  coo- 
produces  palsy  and  apoplexy.  People  aider  the  habit  of  body  before  yoa 
will  take  mineral  waters,  even  the  Har-  bleed ;  if  pursing  do  not  relieve,  bleed* 
rowgate,  who  wiU  not  take  medicines,  ing  will  sap  the  strength ;  and  for  the 
It  is  the  purge  that  makes  that  water  most  part  it  is  injurious."  Now,  hov- 
valuable ;  the  sulphur  in  it  is  nothing,  ever  this  may  apply  to  people  in  Ijor- 
The  change  of  air  also,  which  people  don,  we  blec^  here  without  cseremony : 
get  in  going  to  watertng-pla^,  is  if  the  patients  die  after  it,  the  attend- 
useful.  ants  may  think  death  was  from  iLc 

An  issue  or  blister  about  the  head  or  bleeding ;  but  if  they  be  not  bled,  ther 

neck  is  good.    I  recommend  it  if  the  will  die  in  a  few  houra.    In  the  case  of 

other  means  are  inefficacious ;  but  the  a  little  thin  man,  who  was  very  pale, 

evacuation  is  so  small,  that  it  is  not  so  so  that  you  would  hardly  conceive  be 

useful  as  purging.  was  in  a  plethoric  state,  I  ordered  spare 

Blood  is  to  be  drawn.  I  bleed  to  diet,  maintaining^  an  open  body  and 
twenty  ounces,  if  the  threatening  ^ntle  exercise ;  ne  was  relieved  for  a 
symptoms  are  urgent ;  if  they  are  less  time,  and  then  he  fell  early  in  the  fore- 
severe,  I  employ  topical  bleeding  by  noon  into  a  fit,  with  complete  coma ; 
leeches  on  the  head ;  but  this  evacua-  he  was  bled  largely,  and  while  the 
tion  being  slow,  the  effect  is  not  so  blood  was  flowing  he  awakened.  In  a 
great.  Cucurbit uls  cruents  are  better  few  hours,  however,  he  was  again  at- 
than  leeches.  I  recommend  in  some  tacked,  and  died.  Dr.  FothergiU  hs 
cases  opening  the  temporal  artery ;  if  cases  in  which  he  thought  bleeding 
the  blood  does  not  flow,  you  should  did  harm.  It  is  strange  that  what  is 
apply  cuppinj^-glasses.  proper  before  the  fit  comes  on,  should 

The  excretions  are  lessened  by  bleed-  be  improper  after  it  has  come  on.    The 

ing,  for  it  relaxes  the  vessels.    Bleed-  flow  of  blood  to  the  head  wiU  continue 

ing  from  the  head,  some  say,  increases  except  you  bleed.    1  have  often  seen 

the  habit  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  immediate  good  effects  of  bleeding, 

it ;  but  if  the  threatening  of  the  disease  There  will  be  no  end  of  controYersies 

is  urgent,  you  try  both  local  and  gene-  with  respect  to  the  practice  of  physic. 

ral  bleeding.  I  believe  apoplexy  often  so  far  resem- 

The  cure  in  ike  attack, — On  the  at-  bles  inflammation,  as  to  finvonr  the  idea 

tack  coming  on,  you  must  use  power-  of  its  being  from  an  hsmorrhagic  ac- 

ful  remedies.    Maintain  the  erect  pos-  tion  of  the  blood-vessels,   and  it  is 

tore ;  people  are  to  be  propped  up  in  named  by  Hofiman  hsmorrhagia  cere^ 

bed.    People  faint  on  sitting  up  while  bri.     We  bleed  to  twenty  ounces,  or 

blood  is  drawn,  from  the  flow  of  blood  repeat  moderate  bleedings.    Blood  has 

to  the  brain  being  lessened;  on  Iving  b^n  drawn  to  eighty  ounces  in  a  short 

down  they  recover.    Weak  people  £aint  time,  with  a  good  effect.    There  is  no 

in  the  erect  posture.    Keep  the  patient  reason  to   prefer   bleeding  from   the 

in  pure  cool  air ;  it  is  hurtful  to  the  jugular  vein  rather  than  from  the  arm. 

bram  and  to  the  lungs  to  breathe  im-  It  was  an  old  practice  to  bleed  finom  the 

pure  air ;  so  the  keeping  the  patient's  ranular  veins  under  the  tongue.   Open 

own  heat  about  him  oy  a  load  of  bed-  the  anterior  branch  of  the  temporal 

clothes,  and  the  accumulation  of  the  artery  ;    apply    cupping-glasses,    or 

perspirable  matter,  is  bad.    Tight  liga-  leeches  not  less  than  a  doaeen.    The 

tures  about  the  neck  are  bad ;  the  face  good  of  topical  bleeding  is  from  the 

will  swell  and  look  blue  from  them ;  effect  of  the  sympathy  of  the  external 

therefore  take  off  the  neckcloth,  and  and  internal  parts,  and  not  hom  the 

open  the  shirt  collar.  quantity  of  blood  drawn.    Sometimes 
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it  is  proper  to  reduce  the  pulse  by  cold,  to  employ  remedies  as  in  the  sangui- 

purging,  and  low  diet,    and  not   bv  neous  disorder.     I  believe  that  these 

bleeding.    The  head  is  to  be  shaved,  varietes  are  essentially  distinct,  and 

and  cold  applied  by  washing  it  with  that  the  treatment  should  be  different  $ 

water    and   vinegar ;    after  this,    you  some  cases,  however,  of  this  species  are 

might  applv  a  large  blister  on  the  crown  relieved  by  a  moderate  bleeding,  but  I 

of  the  head.  don't  often  think  of  employing  it  in 

Purging  is  the  next  powerful  remedy  dropsical  people  who  become  comatose ; 

to  bleeding.    Give  two  drachms  of  sul-  they  are  reheved  by  blisters  to  the 

phate  of  magnesia  every  hour,  and  the  head    and   neck,     and    by    purging. 

decoction   of  senna,  which  is   better  Drastic  purges  are  useful,  even  in  un- 

than   the  infusion ;   give  also  ten  or  promising  cases.    The  coma  has  gone 

twenty  grains  of  jalap  in   honey  or  off  while  the  purging  has  been  going 

treacle,    with    calomel,    or^  give    ten  on. 

fuins  of  calomel  without 'the  jalap, 
do  not  like  the  larger  doses  of  calo-  The  Treatment  of  Patty , 
rael ;   I  should  not  use  it  indiscrimi- 
nately.   A  purge  has  a  great  effect  on  People  seldom  die  of  the  first  fit  of 
the  head ;  but  there  may  be  such  tor-  hemiplegia,    when    the  inflammatory 
por  of  the  bowels  as  to  render  purga-  state  has  been  removed.     Sometimes 
tives  inefficacious.    Clysters  are  good ;  the  attack  is  very  transient,  and  hence 
the  enema  terebintfaiuflB  was  formerly  lavender  drops  get  the  credit  of  the 
much  used ;  clysters  of  water,  or  de-  recovery.    You  should  not  always  at- 
coction  of  senna,  with  an  ounce  of  tribute  to  a  medicine  the  favourable 
sulphate  of  soda,  are  proper.    The  ef-  changes  that  appear.    All  stimulants, 
feet  is  instantaneous.  general  or  local,  as  volatile  alkali  to 
Emetics  are  recommended,  under  the  the  nostrils,  in  this  variety  of  palsy, 
idea  that  a  full  meal  is  the  common  injures  the  brain ;  yet  people  will  re- 
cause  of  apoplexy  ;  an  undigested  meal,  vive  attempts  at  old-fashioned  practice, 
they  say,  pressing  on  the  aorta,  forces  Recovery  may  be  very  slow.    May  the 
the  blood  to  the  head.    A  full  meal  is  bad  effects  of  pressure  on  the  brain 
not  the   most  common  cause  of  the  remain  after  the  pressure  is  removed  ? 
disease.    1  know  of  many  cases  which  I  believe  they  may ;   people  live  for 
occurred  early  in  the  morning,  and  just  years  after  hemiplegia,  without  reco- 
before  dinner  as  well  as  after  it;  yet  vering  fully.     Make  pressure  on  the 
rich  high-seasoned  food  is  a  powerful  nerve  of  your  leg:  remove  the  pressure, 
stimulus,  and  will  throw  more  olood  to  yet  the  numbness  will   continue  for 
the  head.    If  the  danger  is  from  a  flow  some  time.    If  you  were  to  bruise  your 
of  blood  to  the  head,  an  emetic  would  sciatic  nerve,  you  would  not  recover 
be  dangerous,  for  vomiting  increases  the  use  of  the  limb ;  so,  when  a  part 
the  Bur^arge  of  blood  in  the  head.    In  of  the  brain  is  injured  by  pressure,  this 
fever  patients,  an  emetic  in  a  full  habit  may  be  removed  and  yet  the  palsy  will 
of  boay  has  been  fatal ;  they  have  be-  remain. 

.come  delirious  and  comatose.    Yet  tar-  Stimulants,  external   and  internal, 

tarized  antimony  may  be  useful  in  apo-  have  been  used.     1  have  little  faith  in 

plexy,  the  vomiting  from  it  being  less  them ;  (hey  have  been  supposed  to  do 

dangerous  than  the  state  it  is  to  remove,  good,  when  the  real  benefit  was  from 

If  people  require    bleeding   and   an  nature  and  time.     People  have  reco- 

emetic,  the  former  should  go  first.    The  vered  just  as  well  without  them,  and 

sulphate  of  zino  o^rates  quickly,  and  they  have  used  them  without  the  least 

is  safer  for  removing  undigested  food  benefit.     Stimuli  are  little  to  be  relied 

than  the  antimony.  on  in  hemiplegic  palsy ;  in  the  palsy  of 

Sinapisms  to  the  feet  may  be  useful ;  the  legs  from  cold,  and  in  partial  palsy 

bQt  they  are  not  to  be  trusted  to.  from  the  mineral  poisons,  they  have 

In  serous  apoplexy,  which  occurs  in  been  useful, 

people  who  are  not  plethoric,  but  who  External  stimulants  are  safer  than 

show  a  tendency  to  dropsy  and  a  de-  internal,  and  there  is  a  greater  chance 

praved  habit  of  body,  in  whom  a  wa-  of  success  from  them.    Sulphuric  acid 

tery  effusion  in  the  brain  takes  place  with  oil  has  been  applied  to  the  skin ; 

independent  of  active  determination  of  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  useless.    Ammonia 

Vlood  to  the  head,  it  would  be  absurd  is  a  better  stimulus,  mix^  with  eight 


838  ON  DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM. 

1 

Snrts  of  oil,  as  yoa  don't  wnnt  to  pro*  carefully,  for  a  long  time;  not  od«  de-    | 
uce  permanent  inflammation  on  the  rived  benefit  ftom  it.      The  sparks  &re 
skin.     Ammonia  applied  to  the  nos-  safe ;  1  have  had  hundreds  taken  froia 
trils  is  dan^rous.     Sea  salt  is  also  the  extremities,  without  the  ri^k  of  io-     ^ 
used,  so  is  bnne ;  as  a  nibefacient  it  is  ducing  fresh  attacks ;  the  shocks  ate 
of  inferior  efficacy  to  the  linimentum  not  so  safe.     The  diffbrence  in  tlie&e 
ammoniie.    Volatile  oils  are  powerful  two  modes  is  only  in  degree, 
stimulants;   as   oleum  succini,  peiro-        Exercise,  so  as  not  to  produce  &- 
leum,  terebinthina.      I   use   mustard  tigue,   is  a  very   excellent    lemedT; 
most  commonlv ;  sinapisms  induce  in-  strength  will  be  gained  by  it,  bat  it 
ilammation,  which  may  run  into  ^n-  must  not  be  violent, 
grene ;  you  must  look  well  to  the  limb        Some  recommend  the  fumes  of  boni- 
after  applying  it.     Sinapisms  will  in-  ing  alcohol  to  be  directed  to  the  pal- 
duce  inflammation    in   one  hour;  in  siedlimb;  don't  trust  to  it. 
general  they  are  safe ;  a  blister  is,  how-        Intemid  stimuli  are  of  leas  nae,  and 
ever,  preferable.    Stingine  with  nettles  more  dangerous,  than  the  same  sab- 
also  18  used  for  palsy  of  the  limbs,  stances  used  externally.    Some  give  ten 
Friction  with  a  flesh-brush,  or  a  rough  grains  of  carbonate  of  ammonia ;  otbrn 
flannel  cloth,  or  a  horse-hair  cloth-,  is  g[ive  mustard  or  horse-radish.     The  pa^ 
a  powerful  stimulus  to  the  nerves  and  tient  ma^*  use  it  for  a  condiment ;  bat 
blood-vessels  of  the  skin,  and  it  pro-  I  doubt  if  the  stimulant  in  the  stomach 
motes  the  circulation.     Some  physi-  has  a  direct  effect  on  the  palsy.     Jnfo- 
cians  impregnate  {he  flannel  witti  aro-  sum  raphani  is  diuretic,  and'  may  sti- 
matic  steams,  or  dusts,  as  those  of  sty-  mulate  the  absorbents  in  the  brain  to 
rax  and  benzoin :  patients  then  think  carry  oflf  the  efinsed  serum.     Aromatic; 
more  of  them :  the  Miction  is  the  most  are  used,  as  pepper,  and  the  essential 
powerful  part  of  the  remedy.    Heat  is,  oils ;   their  stimulus  is  too  great,  too 
m  general,  the  most  powerful  of  all  permanent ;  that  of  carbonate  of  am- 
stimulants ;   by  it  life  is   supported,  monia  is  sooner  over.     Some  give  al- 
Warm  bathing  is  used,   and  tne  hot  cohol,  as  in  the  compound  tincture  of 
mineral  waters,  as  the  Bath  waters.    A  cardamoms,  and  the  aromatic  spin't  of 
safe  way  of  applying  it  is  the  warm  ammonia.     I  disapprove  of  it ;  it  can- 
pumping,  not  do  any  good ;  and  any  approach  to 
Cold  IS  a  stimulant  sometimes ;  you  that  poisonous  article  alcohol  is  im- 
see  Ms  in  dashing  cold  water  over  proper. 

people  to  rouse  them  from  syncope.        The    Germans    recommend     manv 

The  cold  bath  is  used  in  the  cure  of  things  of  this  sort ;  they  are  too  cre- 

palsy,  supposing  it  is  a  tonic.     It  is  dolous  regarding  the  virtues  of  medi- 

stimulant  only  from  intense  cold  made  cines. 

by  a  shock ;  cold  permanently  applied  Some  practitioners  give  guaiacom, 
is  a  sedative,  and  would  benumb  the  ten  ^ains  in  a  bolus ;  or  in  a  mixturf, 
parts ;  a  transient  sudden  application  in  vmich  form  I  avoid  it.  Some  use 
Of  it  is  followed  by  an  increase  of  heat  the  tincture,  in  water  or  milk  ;  it  sticks 
all  over  the  surface,  from  the  increased  about  the  teeth.  I  don't  use  it  much; 
action  of  the  heart  and  arteries.  The  T  don't  rely  on  it  It  is  given  to  pro- 
plunge  bath  is  rather  an  ambiguous  duce  sweat ;  it  does  so ;  but  sweating 
remedy ;  and  cold  applied  to  the  ex-  may  not  be  good  in  palsy, 
tremities  may  drive  the  blood  to  the  As  to  tonic  medicines,  they  are  per- 
head,  and  bring  on  a  new  attack  of  fectly  insignificant;  yet  I  prescribe 
palsy :  I  don't  like  to  prescribe  this  them  to  gratify  patients.  A  patient 
bath.  The  shower  bath  is  safer,  and  might  su&r  from  an  improper  use  of 
more  likely  to  be  eflectual;  but  the  guaiacum;  yet  a  small  quantity  of 
feet  and  legs  may  be  chilled  by  the  fitters,  or  iron,  as  thirty  drops  of  the 
cold  water.  ammoniated  tincture,  may  be  t£dcen— 
Electricity  is  a  powerful  remedy  in  if  they  please ;  or  the  nrecipitated  cnr- 
the  palsy  of  water-gilders  from  quick-  bonate  of  iron,  whicn  I  use.  The 
silver ;  and  it  is  applied  to  the  cure  of  oxide  is  here  brought  into  an  impalpa- 
palsies  of  every  kind.  I  doubt  if  any  ble  powder,  Iw  precipitating  it  Irom 
one  in  palsy,  not  from  mineral  poisons,  the  solution  or  sulphate  of  iron  with 
was  ever  cured  by  that  stimulant.  I  carbonate  of  soda.  It  is  veiy  safe, 
haye  known  it  tried  in  many  oases,  and  is  a  tonic  if  any  medicine  gives 
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8trenj;th;  yet  I  believe   there   is  not  phial,  about  half  full  of  hydrocyanic 

a  decisively  tonic  power  in  any  medi-  acid,    of  Scheele'a    fitrength,    corked, 

cine  whatever.  dropped  from  his  hand.     She  rang  the 

Antispasmodics,  as  assafoetida,  have  bell  violently,  and  gave  the  alarm,  and 

been  used  in  palsy,  as  aUo  in  hynteri-  in  five  minutes  his  brother,  who  is  a 

cal  cases,  on  the  idea  that  the  rolling  medical   man,  was  on   the  spot.     He 

of  a  ball  in  the  belly  was   from  the  was  then  breathing,  and  his  pulse  was 

womb,  and  that  the  uterus  liked  good  distinctly    perceptible    at    the    wrist, 

smellp,  and  disliked  bad  smells  :  hence  Notwithstanding    every    means    was 

the  old  physicians  tried  aromatics  to  tried  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the 

the  pudendum ;  and  such  was  the  on-  poison,  he  expired  in  a  few  minutes 

gin  of  the  use  of  antispasmodics  and  without  any  scream,  and  quite  tnin- 

foetids.     Valerian  has  been  used  as  a  quilly. 

placebo;  people  are  satisfied  if  they  An  inquest  was  held  on  the  body, 
are  using  something.  and  I  was  directed  to  make  a  post- 
Emotion  of  the  mind  may  do  good  in  mortem  examination, 
some  palsies ;  just  as  it  will  stop  a  Appearances  twenty -two  honn  after 
spasmodic  affection.  death, — ^Weather  very  cold.  .  The  body 
(To  be  continaed.]  was  cold  and  rigid.    All  the  depending 


parts,  as  the  back,  shoulders,  bend  of 

POiSONING  BY  HYDROCYANIC  ^.t  VTpel^^tW^? the 

■^C^^-  right  lung  presented  a    dark   dusky 

purple  appearance,  was  not  much  col- 

To  the  Bditw  (ffthe  Medical  Gazette,  lapsed,  and  contained  air.    On  being 

Sm  cut  into,  a  frothy  dirty -brown  semi- 

T           «%.*  1  <i    i*  11     •                    J  mucous  fluid  exuded, tineed  with  blood. 

If  you  think  the  following  memoranda  ^here  was  no  odour  ofprussic  acid 

of  a  case  of  poisoning  by  hydrocvanic  ^^^  .^      j^  ^^^  ^^^       ^^  ^he  right 

tTn  K^7n  Itei?  y^^y?'^^"^''  y^^  pleura  were  about  eight  ounces  of  tBin 

will,  ^^"^^'•^  "§.'ji^^^^^^  Serum ;  the  surface  of  the  pleura  was 

Your  ol'e^T^^f JvHf .     ^  _  not  marked  by  any  evidence*^of  inflam- 

n.        .     ^    .„  ,-^f"^^'^"'''  mation.     The  left  lung  was  of  a  pale 

Cireacttter,  March  m,  1845.  ^^^^^^^  q^.^^  exsanguine,  contained  but 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  January,  little  air,  and  poured  out  only  a  whitish 

I  was  summoned  to  the  aid  of  Mr.  H.,  frothy    mucus  on  being  cut  into ;   it 

a  medical  gentleman  of  Stratton,  near  was  firmly  adherent  in  its  whole  ex- 


supported  by  a  folded  shawl.  His  to  separate  them.  The  pericardium 
countenance  was  placid  and  free  from  was  natural ;  it  contained  perhaps  a 
all  contortions,  his  eyes  closed,  and  the  little  more  fluid  than  usual  in  its  cavity, 
pupils  not  largely  dilated ;  a  fresh  The  heart  was  small,  and  firmly  con- 
nealthy  colour  was  on  his  cheeks.  His  tracted,  and  the  vessels  on  its  surface 
limbs  were  quite  supple,  and  his  body  distended  with  fluid  blood.  On  cutting 
warm.  Life  had  been  extinct  about  into  it  about  three  ounces  of  dark  co- 
ten  minutes.  From  the  statement  loured  fluid  blood  trickled  out,  witb- 
made  to  me  in  the  room,  and  which  out  the  least  appearance  of  coagulation 
afterwards  appeared  in  evidence  at  the  having  been  attempted.  It  exhaled 
inquest,  I  learnt  that  he  had  returned  no  smell  of  prussic  acid.  The  parietes 
home  from  a  long  round  of  visiting,  of  the  ventricles  were  a  little  thicker 
much  fatigued,  and  feeling  a  pain  in  than  usual.  The  liver  was  large  and 
his  chest,  took  the  bottle  of  acid  from  healthy.  The  spleen  soft  and  easily 
its  place  in  the  surgery,  and  went  into  broken  down,  resembling  mulberry 
the  parlour  adjoining  for  the  purpose  jam.  The  kidneys  were  firm,  rather 
of  taking  a  minim  dose  to  relieve  it—  large,  and  slightly  coagulated.  The 
a  remedy  he  had  more  than,  once  had  stomach  contained  about  fifteen  ounces 
recourse  to  before,  for  the  same  pur-  of  half-digested  food,  that  gave  out  the 
pose.  While  there  he  was  heard  to  peculiar  smell  of  food  unaere;oing  di- 
fitagger^  and  as  the  housekeeper  rushed  gestion,  with  which  also  could  be  satis- 
into  the  room,  he  fell,  and  an  ounce-  factorily  recognised  the   well-known 
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odour  of  bitter  almonds.  The  mucous  the  whole  of  the  reasoning.  If  it  can  Lc 
coat  of  the  stomach  was  healthy,  and  so  termed,  we  find  in  the  author's  eoo« 
smelt  strongly  of  prussic  acid  after  the  elusion  :^John  Tawell  is  an  innocent 
stomach  had  been  emptied  of  its  con-  man,  and  his  execution  will  amount  to 
tents.  The  intestines  were  healthy,  judicial  murder*.  Now  setting  apart 
The  brain  and  its  coverings  were  those  who  were  present  at  this  trial, 
healthy,  but  its  vessels  and  its  sinuses  and  entirely  excluding  the  legal  and 
were  filled  with  dark-coloured  fluid  medical  counsel  employed  in  the  de- 
blood.  It  was  quite  free  from  any  smell  fence,  we  do  not  believe  that  there  are 
of  prussic  acid.  five  unprejudiced  men  in  the  empire, 
In  this  case,  1st,  he  had  power  to  capable  of  forming  a  judgment  on  soch 
cork  the  bottle  after  having  taken  the  a  subject,  who  share  these  sentimeou 
poison  ;  indicating  its  paralysing  effects  with  Mr.  Strauss.  This  belief  would 
on  the  sensorium  not  to  have  been  in-  at  once  justify  us  in  taking  no  notice 
stantaneous.  2nd.  The  placid  state  of  of  a  pamphlet,  consisting  as  it  doeb  of 
his  features,  unmarked  by  any  act  of  the  most  unfounded  abuse  of  ail  the 
expiring.  3d.  There  was  no  scream,  medical  witnesses  engaged  for  the  pro- 
but  he  died  tranquilly  and  silently,  secution,  as  well  as  of  the  learned  .inil 
4th.  The  congested  state  of  the  right  excellent  judge  who  tried  the  case, 
lung  might  more  reasonably  be  referred  but  for  tne  interest  of  the  subject,  and 
to  the  effects  of  chronic  pneumonia  its  important  bearing  on  all  future 
than  to  the  poison.  5th.  The  blood  cases  of  death  from  this  poison, 
was  everywhere  dark  coloured  and  Every  man  who  has  dabbled  in  poi- 
fluid.  6th.  The  odour  of  bitter  almonds  sons,  even  to  the  slightest  extent,  be- 
was  satisfactorily  recognised  in  the  lieves  himself  at  once  tobea"iii^«rt« 
stomach,  and  no  where  else.  7th.  He  expert,**  and  qualified  to  pass  judgment 
lived  nearly  ten  minutes  after  having  on  those,  whose  only  object  by  aciing 
taken  the  poison.  as  witnesses  is  to  aid  the  course  of 

justice.     There  never  was  a  trial  for 

murder  by  poison,  involving  a  great 
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righteous  conviction,  in  which  some 

«  L»aiiteur  le  tue  &  allonger  ce  que  le  lecteor  m  person  did  not  appear  to  object  to  tht? 

tue  &  abr^g^er.^—D'ALBMBBBT.  evidence.     This  lias  been  more  esj>e- 

^-^-  cially  the  case,  when  the  criminal,  by 

Remarkt  and  Commentton  the  Medical  ^^^^  ^r  fortune,  or  talent,  has  excited 

and  Chemical  Evidence  adduced  at  more  than  usual  notice :- or  when  his 

the  trial  of  John  Tawell.    By  G.  L.  cri°^e  has  been  marked  by  more  than 

Strauss.  London,  1845.  8vo. pp.23.  «ne  usual  amount  of  the  cunning  and 

forethought  indicative    of  the    secret 

We  are  induced  to  notice  this  pamphlet  assassin  :— he  always  finds  his  defender, 

solelv  on  the  ground  that  the  subject  and  becomes  pro  tempore  a  martyr  to 


most  carefully  read  it,  and  we  rise  from    more  recent  criminal  "drama"  of  the 
the  perusal  with  a  feeling  of  astonish-    « affaire  Laffarge  in  France,'*  this  re- 


by  prussic  acid."     We  have  in  our  re-  ception. 
collection  an  old  saying,    *|  use  soft        jlir.   Strauss  takes  up  the  position 

words  and  hard  arguments  j"  but  the  that  the  woman  Hart  did  not  die  from 

writer  of  this  pamphlet  has  exacUy  re-  prussic  acid.butfrom  some  unascertained 

versed  the  proverb,  for  harder  words  cause  of  sudden  death.    He  comes  to 

and  softer  arguments  on  so  serious  a  this  conclusion,  too,  on  the  evidence 

subject,  aflectiug  as  it  does  the  admi-  adduced,  which  we  shall  now  proceed 

nistration  of  criminal  justice  m  respect  therefore  to  examine.      In    the    first 

to  the  most  detestable  crime  of  which 

man  can  be  guilty,  "  murder  by  secret  ~~~ 

T)oisonincr  "  if   has    we   believe,    never  .  t  The  greater  part  of  thia  notice  waa  written 

poisoning,     u   nas,  we    oeiicvt,    never  before  the  execution  of  Tawell,  and  beforo  it  wm 

been  our  lot  to  encounter.      1  ne  Key  to  known  tbat  he  bad  made  any  confeasion. 
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place,  we  entirely  object  to  the  au-  and  who  certainly  cannot  plead  the 
thor's  introducing  into  his  rpamphlet  same  professional  excuse. 
any  matters  detailed  at  the  coroner's        Let  us  put  the  question  plainly.     Is 
inquest.    The  jury  (a  different  jury  to  it  necessary  in  any  case  of  poisoning 
that  at  the  inquest)  returned  their  ver-  thai  Siceriain  quantity  ofpoison  by  weight 
diet  against  the  prisoner  from  the  evi-  ormeafuremustbefoundinthe  stomach 
dence    given   in    the  assize  court  at  of  a  deceased  person  in  order  to  prove 
Aylesbury.    Both  the  counsel  for  the  that  this  has  been  the  cause  of  death  ? 
prosecution  and  defence  specially  im-  If  Mr.  Strauss  be  consistent  to  his  argu- 
pressed  this  on  their  minds ;  therefore  ment,  he  would  answer  in  the  affirma- 
what  passed  at  the  preceding  coroner's  tive  ;  although  he  has  not  told  us  what 
inquest,  is  perfectly   irrelevant.    The  is  the  precise  quantity  required,  to  es- 
author  thinks  that  he  can  detect  some  tablish  innocence  on  the  one  hand  or 
serious  discrepancies  in  the  evidence  of  guilt  on  the  other  ;  for  such  would  be 
the  Crown  witnesses  on  the  two  occa-  the  issue  of  the  question  on  all  crimi- 
aions ;  but  this  appears  to  lis  to  be  tri-  nal  trials.    It  is  notorious  that  persons 
vial,  and  not  to  bear  upon  any  impor*  have  died  repeatedly  from  araenic,  oil 
tant  point  in  favour  of  Tawell.    We  of  vitriol,   oxalic   acid,    and    opium, 
are  inclined  to  put  more  confidence  in  without  a  single  particle  of  either  of 
the  legal  acumen  of  the  counsel  for  the  these   poisons  being  detected  in  the 
defence,  than  we  are  in  the  medico-  stomachs.      It  has  been  passed  away 
legal  opinions  of  Mr.  Strauss ;  and  we  by  vomiting  or  purging,  become  ab- 
are  ouite  certain,  that  had  there  been  sorbed   or  decomposed :— but,   never- 
any  discrepancies  material  to  the  case  theless,  knowing  that  there  are  easily 
of  the  prisoner,  they  would  not  have  understood  means  by  which  poisons 
escaped  observation  and  an  eloquent  may  be  lost— not  to  mention  tnat  the 
exposure  from  Mr.  Kelly.  fatal  dose  may  have  been  originally 
The  first  tangible  objection,  with  small— no  difficulty  has  hitherto  been 
which  we  meet,  is  that  only  **  a  minute  experienced,  by  persons  who  have  cer- 
amount  of  prussic  acid  was  obtained  tainly  seen  more  of  these  cases  than 
from  the  contents  of  the  stomach."    1.  the  author,  in  determining  that  poison 
At  page  14,  the  author  admits  this  to  was  really  the  cause  of  death.    As  we 
have  been  "  about  one  ^mm,"  although  understand  the  reasoning  put  forth,  he 
he  considers  it  absurd  to  infer  there-  would  give  impunity  to  all  cases  of  mur- 
from  that  the  deceased  died  from  the  der  by  poison,  unless  suflncient  to  cause 
effects  of  this  poison.    We  should  like  death  wereactually  found  in  the  stomach: 
to  know  what  precise  Quantity  of  any  t.  e.  if  the  quantity  found  were  so  mi- 
poison  the  author  woula  require  to  have  nute  as  he  alleges  it  to  have  been  in 
discovered  in  the  stomach,  in  order  to  TawelPs  case,  he  would,  so  far  as  con- 
admit  the  supposition  of  death  ha  v.  cems  prussic  acid,  account  for  its  pre- 
ing  been  caused  by  it.    It  would  ap-  sence  in  the  stomach  in  some  other 
pear  from  this  statement,  and  from  bis  manner,  and  thus  do  away  with  the 
subsequent  argument   respecting   the  hypothesis  of  its  having  caused  death, 
dose  required  to  destroy  life,  that  it  is  Now  supposing  a  person  to  swallow 
indispensably  necessary  to  discover  a  only   just   a    fatal    dose,    say    about 
certain  quantity  of  prussic  acid  in  this  twenty  drops  of  Scheele's  prussic  acid  : 
organ,  or  poisoning  is  not  proved.    The  unless  the  whole  of  this  quantity  were 
author  is  here  adopting  one  of  theargu-  found  in  the  stomach  (this  would  be 
men  ts,  fallacious  as  it  appears  to  us,  which  about  equal  to  one  grain  of  anhydrous 
was  used  by  the  learned  counsel  for  the  acid)  Mr.  Strauss  would  object  to  the 
defence.    Such  an  argument  may  come  chemical  evidence  of  poisoning  as  in- 
well  from  a  lawyer  in  the  excitement  conclusive.    The  bringing  home  guilt 
of    the    occasion,    and    who,   "  mat  to  a  prisoner  he  would  therefore  make 
vafum,**  is  bound  to  make  the  best  of  to  rest  in  all  cases  of  poisoning  u()on 
a  case  for  a  prisoner,  even  by  the  use  the    inaction    of    the    stomach    and 
of  what  to  all  professional  men  must  bowels  during  the  time  the  person  lives 
appear  the  most  inconclusive  reason-  after  taking  the  poison,  upon  its  non- 
iug;— but  we  opine  that  it  comes  very  absorption  and  non-evaporation,  but, 
ill,  in   the  deliberate  exercise  of  the  above  all,  upon  the  accidental  amount 
pen,  from  a  man  who  evidently  has  of  the  dose  administered !    All  crafty 
given  some  attention  to  these  subjects,  assassins,  who  give  only  enough  to  de- 
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stroy  life,  would  thus  escape  if  the  au-  it  would  certainly  apply  in  any)  in  the 

thor    had    to    try    them,    while    the  animal  crganismua,  even  although  the 

bungling  murderer  only  who  adminis-  individuals  offering    the  pbenomenoa 

tered   ten  times  as  much  as  was  re*  be  in  a  state  of  perfect  health."  p.  15. 

quired  to  destroy  his  victim,  would  be  Why  should  not  the  legislature,  then,  at 

convicted  I     We  shall  see   presently  once  give  up  poisoning  by  prussic  acid 

that  the  author  places  great  reliance  as  such  a  very  doubtful  matter  of  proof 

upon  Orfila:    let  him  take  a  lesson  that  no  person   could  henceforth  be 

from    what  that    learned  toxicologist  safely  prosecuted  on  the  charge  of  cri- 

states  in  reference  to  arsenic, — the  rule  minally  administering  it  P    cecause,  I, 

applying,  we  believe,  equally  to  all  poi-  it  may  be  formed,  **  in  some  cases,"  in 

sons.   That  portion  of  the  poison  which  the  body,  and  2,  because  persons  who 

is  found  in  tne  stomach  after  death  is  are  killed  by   prussic  acid   die  very 

the  siiiplut  of  that  which  has  destroyed  much  like  those  who  are  cut  off  by 

life:  so  that  all  tests  applied  to  the  apoplexy,  epilepsy,  or  any  shdden  caose 

contents  of  the  stomach  act  upon  the  of  death!    Let  it  be  in  future,  there* 

residuary  portion  found  in  this  organ,  fore,  free  warren  for  murderers ! 

That  which   has  really  caused  death  Seriously,  however,  we  must  look  to 

has  been  carried  away  by  absorption  the  author's  facts  more  than  his  own 

into  the  system  during  life.*  and  Orfiia's  sayings  in  support  of  this 

The  learned  judge  who  tried  Tawell,  opinion ;  but  we  nave  been  unable  to 

and  whose  summing  up  this  writer  de-  find  that  he  ever  detected  prussic  acid 

signates  "  very  impartial,^*   (sic)  has  either  by  the  odour,  or  by  anv  che- 

given  an  answer,   marked  by  sound  mical  test  in  the  contents  of  the  sto- 

sense,  to  the  absurd  doctrine  which  we  mach  of  any  person  whose  body  was 

have   been    endeavouring  to  expose,  examined  eighteen  hours  after  death, 

He  told  the  jury  that  "  it  was  not  ne-  and  who  certainly  could  not  have  died 

cessary  to   prove    what    quantity   of  from  swallowing  prussic  acid.    Not  a 

prussic  acid  would  destrov  life,  by  the  single  instance  of  the  kind  do  we  find 

testimony  of  a  person  wVio  had  actu-  recorded    as  observed  by  himself  or 

ali^  seen  a  human  life  destroyed  by  it :  others.    There  has  been  sufficient  time 

neither  was  it  necessary  to  prove  that  for  Mr.  Strauss  to  have  visited  dead- 

Btfch  a  quantity  as  would  destroy  life  houses,  and  to  have  extracted  prussic 

had  been  found  in  the  stomach."     If  acid  from  the  contents  of  the  stomachs 

this   were  not  the  law,  hundreds  of  of  the  recently  dead.     A  discovery  of 

murderers  would  assuredly  escape  con-  this  kind,  which  his  language  would 

viction,    and    we    should    have    nu-  lead  us  to  suppose  as  likely  to  be  made 

merous  treatises  on  "  Poisoning  made  with  very  little  trouble,  would  have 

easy,"  showing  by  accurate  calcula-  done  far  more  service  to  Tawell  than 

tions  how  much  and  in  what  vehicle  speculative  suggestions  on  the  possi- 

any  particular  poison  might  be  given  bility  of  its  production  from  the  de- 

without  incurnne;    the    penal   conse-  composition  of  animal  matter  in  a  case 

quences  of  the  (Mr.  Strauss's)  law.  in  which  no  sign  of  putrefaction  ex- 

But  the  author  goes  even  farther,  and  isted  (see  Medical  Gazette,  p.  519), 
denies  that  the  detection  of  prussic  or  bitter  invectives  against  the  judge 
acid  is  any  proof  of  poisoning  at  all.  and  the  medical  witnesses.  Let  the 
In  support  or  this  view  he  quotes  Or-  following  be  taken  as  a  specimen  of 
fila's  opinion,  but  without  adducing  a  the  way  in  which  he  attempts  to  sup- 
single  fact  to  support  his  reasoning,  port  his  opinion  scientifically,  the  reader 
He  here  proves  too  much  ;  for  his  rea-  bearing  in  mind  that  the  reasoning  (?) 
Boninggoes  the  length  of  showing  that  applies  to  the  contents  of  a  deceased 
criminal  prosecutions  for  poisoning  J[>y  person's  stomach  carefully  examined 

Srussic  acid  should  be  at  once  aban-  only  eighteen  hours  after  death  by  com- 

oned ;  because  '*  prussic  acid  is  formed  in  petent  persons,  who  could  not  find  in  it 

some  cases  (ifit  applied  in  Tawell's  case  either    "bitter   almonds,    pomaceous 

seedf?,"  OT  "  fcrrocyanide  of  potassium," 

•  So  mtle  i«  the  taw  dispoMsd  to  act  upon  Mr.  ^11  substances  not  likely  to  escape  ob- 

8tratus*a  views,  that  a  caae  la  recorded  m  which  -^«--a*:-^_                            '                - 

a  prisoner  was  convicted  of  poisonini?,  although  servaiion, 

the  quantity  of  araenic  foona  in  the  stomach  was  "  It  is  a  well-known  fact  (P)  that  the 

SSi'kS!^WKj;ii'f^.i.'1?<rj5:  P«"Piji«^o»  of  some  perfecUy  healthy 

p.  a.                         "  individuals  exhales  the  peculiar  odour 
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of  hydrocyanic  acid ;  and  sulphocy-  that  when  oxalic  acid  is  found  in  the 
anide  of  potassium  has  been  detected  in  stomach  of  a  person  suspected  to  have 
the  saliva  by  Tiedemann  and  Gmelin.  died  from  that  poison,  it  had  been 
Moreover,  it  would  be  very  absurd  ii\-  formed  from  a  reaction  of  the  elements 
deed  to  deny  that  prussic  acid  may  be  of  animal  matter.  Oxalic  acid  is  actu- 
formed  in  the  decomposition  and  pu-  ally  found  (as  oxalate  of  lime  calculus) 
trefaction  of  organic  matter,  jnst  occasionally  in  the  cavity  of  the  blad- 
as  likely  as  ammonia,  acetic  acid,  der,  and  why  may  it  not  be  produced  in 
and  other  similar  compounds,  to  the  the  stomach  P  Prussic  acid  has  never 
formation  of  which  the  simple  de-  been  found  as  the  result  of  such  reac- 
composition  of  organic  matter  gives  tion  in  the  bladder  or  any  other 
rise.  Bitter  almonds,  and  pomaceous  mucous  cavity  of  a  recently  dead 
seeds,  may  be  (?)  present  m  the  sto-  body  ;  and  tnerefore  we  hold  that 
mach,  and  subsequently,  upon  the  dis-  the  argument  is  more  stronffiy  in 
tillation  of  its  contents,  yield  hydrocy-  fevour  of  the  spontaneous  production 
anic  acid.  Ferrocyanide  of  potassium  of  oxalic  than  of  prussic  acid.  If 
is  a  perfectly  innocuous  substance  :  the  Crown  witnesses  in  TaweU's  case 
this  may  by  chance  have  been  partaken  had  only  trusted  to  the  odour  of  the 
of  (!) ;  (as  is  frequently  the  case  in  contents  of  the  stomach,  as  evidence  of 
manu&ctures  of  ferrocvanide  of  potas-  poisoning  by  prussic  acid— >t.  e,  if  they 
sium-'vide  Liebig's  lectures  on  Or-  nad  entirely  &iled  in  separating  any 
ganic  Chemistry  in  the  Lancet),  and  portion  chemically  —  no  one  would 
would  of  course  upon  distillation  yield  nave  been  more  indignant  at  their 
a  considerable  amount  of  prussic  acid."  rashness  than  the  author  of  this  bro- 
p.  15.  chure;  although  here  we  find  him 
We*were  certainly  not  aware  of  the  arguing  against  the  validity  of  chemical 
'*  well-known  fact"  referred  to,  of  the  evidence,  where  the  poison  is  actually 
presence  of  an  odour  of  hydrocyanic  separated  in  a  liquid  form,  because  the 
acid  in  the  perspiration  of  some  healthy  perspiration  of  some  healthy  individuals 
individuals;  and,  admitting  the  truth  exhales  the  odour  merely  of  hydro* 
of  the  statement,  we  cannot  rest  satis-  cyanic  acid.  If  Mr.  Strauss  haa  ex- 
fied  with  a  mere  odour  in  the  pers-  tracted  the  prussic  acid  from  the  per- 
piration  of  a  healthy  living  person,  spiration  under  the  form  of  Prussian 
as  an  analcwous  explanation  of  the  blue,  or  cyanide  of  silver,  there  might 
production  of  liquid  prussic  acid  in  the  have  been  some  excuse  for  his  reason- 
contents  of  the  stomach  of  a  dead  fe-  ing,  and  some  hope  of  inducing  che« 
male ;  for  we  presume  the  author  does  mists  to  believe  tnat  prussic  acid  is 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  prussic  acid  really  exhaled  by  healthy  living  per- 
was  exhaled  from  the  mucous  mem-  sons ;  but  until  these  necessary  proofs 
brane  during  life ;  and,  if  after  death,  he  are  adduced  we  shall  be  just  as  inclined 
must  establish  the  possibility  of  this  to  admit  that  healthy  human  beings 
by  something  like  an  analogical  condi-  occasionally  exhale  morphia,  strychnia, 
tion.  If  it  could  thus  have  been  possibly  or  aconitine. 

produced  by  putrefaction  within  eigh-  Thesulphocyanide  of  potassium  exists 
teen  hours  after  death,  should  it  not  in  traces  in  the  saliva,  but  not,  so  far  as  we 
have  been  indicated  by  an  odour  ?  and  know,  in  the  mucous  secretions  of  the 
yet  on  this  point  he  strenuously  argues  stomach ;  and  if  it  did,  even  in  much 
that  there  was  no  odour,  and  that  the  larger  quantity  than  in  the  saliva,  we 
witnesses  who  swore  they  perceived  it  do  not  believe  chemically  that  prussic 
(Mr.  Champneys  and  Mr.  Pickering)  acid  could  have  been  extracted  mm  it 
were  mistaken.  We  think  it  very  un-  by  the  process  adopted  by  Mr.  Cooper, 
likely  that  prussic  acid  should  be  We  must  give  creait  to  tne  author  for 
formed  during  the  putrefaction  of  the  his  silence  on  the  '*  pomaceous,"  or 
contents  of  the  stomach  as  readily  as  **  apple-pip"  hypothesis.  It  is  said 
ammonia,  or  the  question  of  its  spon-  that  the  learned  counsel  for  the  Crown 
taneous  production  would  not  now  be  was  advised  by  chemists  in  the  defence ; 
a  matter  of  dispute  among  chemists  :  but  it  appears  to  us  quite  inexplicable 
and  Mr.  Strauss  would  be  enabled  to  how  such  a  view  could  have  been 
furnish  us  with  some  facts  in  proof  of  taken,  when  Mr,  Cooper,  in  his  cross- 
it,  instead  of  mere  speculation.  He  examination,expre8sly  told  the  learned 
might   contend   with   greater  justice  counsel  that  in  examining  the  eontents 
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of  the  stomach  '*he  did  not  observe  reported  to  have  said  that  "the  bird 
with  the  apple  any  pips  either  partinlly  was  afterwards  stuffed  V*  Let  any  of 
ma</icaf«r/ or  o/Aert£;t£e"— this  question,  our  readers  consider  whether  this  was 
too,  being  preceded  by  an  exact  state-  not  a  far  stronger  case  .to  complain  of 
ment  of  what  was  found  in  that  organ,  the  indiscriminate  admission  of  persons 
So  far  as  the  chemistry  of  the  matter  as  witnesses  on  important  scientific 
was  concerned,  it  would  have  been  just  questions,  than  in  respect  to  the  other 
as  probable  to  have  assumed  at  once  Urown  witnesses.  But  the  explana- 
that  the  carbon,  nitrogen,  and  hydrogen  tion  of  this  is,  that  this  witness's  evi. 
of  the  apple  had  resolved  themselves  dence  was  favourable  to  the  prisoner, 
into  prussic  acid,  as  to  argue  that  it  One  other  medical  question  Mr. 
resulted  from  the  distillation  of  sub-  Strauss  presumes  to  discuss,  and  with 
stances  not  found  to  be  present  on  a  an  equal  disregard  of  scientific  reason- 
careful  examination  of  the  contents,  ing ;  this  is,  the  dose  recjuired  to  de- 
and  which  ought  to  have  been  present  stroy  life.  He  copies  his  facts  from 
in  very  large  proportion  in  order  to  the  defence ;  for  we  think  we  shall  be 
have  given  any  plausibility  to  this  line  able  to  show  that  he  has  very  imper- 
of  detence.  fectly  informed  himself  of  the  exact 

Mr.  Strauss  is  exceedingly  indignant  particulars  of  the  cases  upon  which  he 
that  Mr.  Cooper  should  have  been  bases  his  arguments.  Mr.  Cooper 
allowed  to  act  as  a  witness,  he  being  obtained  from  the  stomach  a  quantity 
merely  an  "  analytical''  chemist.  He  of  prussic  acid  equal  to  twentv  grains 
is  also  severe  on  Messrs.  Champneys,  of  Scheele,  or  fifty  grains  of  the  Lon- 
Norblad,  and  Pickering,  who,  although  don  Pharmacoposial  acid.  The  ques- 
regular  medical  practitioners,  are,  he  tion  seemstohave  been  raised  (although 
considers,  men  of  no  experience.  With-  why,  it  is  diflUcult  to  perceive)  whether 
out  arguing  this  point  with  him,  he  this  quantity  was  sufficient  to  kill  the 
might  have  dealt  out  justice  to  all  the  deceased ;  and  it  was  contended  that  it 
witnesses ;  but  we  observe  that  he  is  was  not— a  view  supported  by  Mr. 
silent  respecting  a  Mr.  Thomas,  "a  Strauss,  so  far  as  we  understand  his 
ihopman  to  a  chemist*^  who,  because  he  arguments.  The  deceased,  if  she  swal- 
fiold  prussic  acid  to  the  prisoner  in  the  lowed  any  of  the  poison,  must  have 
way  of  business,  was  allowed  to  give  a  swallowed  more  than  was  found  in  the 
very  positive  opinion  on  a  question  stomach,  unless  we  suppose  that  the 
which  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  would  processes  of  absorption  and  evaporation 
have  puzzled  an  Orfila  or  a  Christison ;  were  specially  suspended  in  her  case, 
namely.  How  many  apples  were  re-  The  author  censures  the  Crown  wit- 
quired  to  furnish  pips  sufficient  to  pro-  nesses  for  stating  that  less  than  a  grain 
duce  two  grains  and  a  quarter  of  of  anhydrous  acid  would  destroy  life, 
cyanide  of  silver  P  And  it  would  ap-  and  triumphantly  confutes  this  view, 
pear,  from  Mr.  Thomas's  experiments,  as  he  supposes,  by  referring  to  himself, 
that  fifteen  small  apples  are  required  he  having,  as  he  says,  swallowed  2*1 
for  this  purpose*.  This  witness  was  grains  of  anhydrous  prussic  acid, 
also  allowed  to  give  an  opinion  upon  7<tr^e/y  f/^j  diluted  with  water, without 
what  would,  and  what  would  not,  con-  feeling  any  very  considerable  incon* 
ceal  the  odour  of  prussic  acid !  Then,  venience !  The  quantity  thus  stated  to 
it  appears,  he  poisoned  a  parrot  with  have  been  swallowed  without  injury  by 
thirty  drops  of  Scheele's  acid,  and  Mr.  Strauss  is  equivalent  iofortif'two 
created  thereby  such  a  powerful  smell  graim  of  Scheele,  or  rather  more  than 
that  three  women  were  obliged  to  ruft  one  hundred  grains  of  the  London 
out  of  the  room,  the  scent  (t.  e,  from  PharmacopcBial  acid!  This  is  corrobo- 
thirty  drops  of  Scheele's  acid  injected  rated  by  a  statement  that  a  cat  can 
into  the  throat  of  a  parrot)  was  so  bear  without  inconvenience  from  two 
Bti'ong  and  suffocating.  Further,  he  is  to  three  drops  of  anhydrous  acid,  di- 
luted  with  from  four  to  six  ounces  of 

*  We  believe  Mr.  Cooper  to  have  been  qnite  water ;  or  even  two  drops  of  pure  an- 

correctwlienheMidt^^^  hydrous  acid  placed  on  its  tongue,  if 

acid  which  he  obtained  from  the  pips  of  oboot  .vf  ,        "^t      .,        j.i.^ij«^ 

flneen  apples  was  quite  inappreciable.    We  are  '»e  animal  can  be  induced  to  hold  its 

not  even  certain  that  the  witness,  Mr.  Thomas,  breath.    But  what  does  all  this  amount 

rJl}v^^"„TS.^L".;i;^^Tht»'f.r„;Sro!ilS  «»?    if  Ihe  author  had  once swaUowed 

deciioe  receiviDf  bis  opiuion  on  the  point.  an  ounce  of  bcheelc  s  acid  with   im- 
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punity  It  would  certaialy  be  a  very  for  1829  (p.  507)i  when  Mr.  Strau89 

remarkable   &ct   in    toxicologyt    and  says  the  lamentable  event  took  place 

ftbow  a  eonstitution   impregnable  to  '' only  in  the  year  1830 1"  p.  19.    Per* 

poisons  which  even  Mithridates  him-  haps  it  will  be  better  to  trust  Orfila 

self  might  have^  envied ;  still,  it  would  in  his  original  report,  than  Mr.  Strauss 

not  prove  that  others  of  the  Queen's  in   his  quotation ;    for  although   the 

lieges  could  swallow  with  equal  im-  latter  quotes  Orfila,  he  has  evidently 

punity  thirty  drops  of  Scbeele's  acid  i  only  looked  at  the  last  edition  of  hia 

and  we  believe  it  to  be  certain  that,  at  Toxicolo^,  in  which  it  is  stated  to  have 

the  strength  of  five  per  cent,  ninetvo  occurred  in  1830.    Orfila  says  (loc.cit.), 

nine  out  of  a  hundred  persons  would  **  Mais  ce  qui  aoh^ve  de  nous  con- 

assuredlv  die  Irom   this   dose.     The  vaincre,  c'est  le  recitdeseptouvertures 

deceased  woman,  Hart,  probably  pos*'  de    cadavres    d'individus   ayant   tous 

aessed  only  an  average  constitution  9  succomb^   dans    Tespace   d'uu    demi 

she  did  not  swallow  the  poison  in  a  heure  &  trois  quarts  d'heure  pour  avoir 

gallon  of  porter,  nor  did  sne  place  it  pris    chacun    environ    vingt    grains 

on  her  tongue  and  hold  her  breath !    It  d'acide  hydrocvanique  medicinal."  Dr. 

is  impoesiole  to  conceive  what  can  Christison  ana  Mr.  Taylor  have  evi- 

have  men  the  author's  motive  in  bring*  dently  regarded  this   as    Vauquelin's 

ing  forward  such  inapplicable  illustra*  acid,  1,  e.  at  3*3  per  cent,  which  would 

tions  of  the  alleged  harmlessness  of  what  make  the  dose  nearly  what  they  repre- 

most  persons  regard  with  propriety  as  a  sent  it,  were  the  French  grains  equal 

poisonous  dosenof  prussicaoid*.   A  few  to  the  English ;  but  as  the  weights  are 

cases  are  reported  where  persons  have  not  equal,  the  dose  would  be  actually 

recovered  from  ounce-doses  of  tincture  less.     Orfila  does  not  state  to  what 

ofcmium;   but  a  person  has  certainly  medicinal   acid  he  refers,  and  after 

dieafcomadoseofiwo  fluid  drachms,  dealing   in   '*  i&"  on  this  very,  ma- 

To  adopt  Mr.  Straiyss's  reasoning,  if  a  terial  point,  Mr.  Strauss  goes  on  to 

man  has  once  been  able  to  bear  a  large  say :  •  **  Thus,  for  seven-tenths  of  one 

dose  of  a  poison,  it  is  not  probable  that  grain  of  prussic  acid,  which  we  find  re- 

a  smaller  dose  will  kill  another  man^  ported  in  the  English  books  on  this  sub- 

although  given  under  very  di^Berent  ject,  we  must  substitute  at  the  least  two 

circumstances.      This   reasoning,   we  grains  and  one-fourth  (i.e.  of  an hvdrous 

think,  cannot  be  improved  I  acid).    Had  Mr.  Baron  Parke  known 

The  author  goes  on  to  say,  in  s{)ite  this  fact,  he  would  probably  have  ab« 

of  the  very  absurd  conclusion  to  which  stained  from  stating,  in  his  summing 

his  argument  necessarily  tends,  that  up,  that  a  larger  amount  of  prussic  acid 

**  a  most  egregious  blunder*'  has  been  had  been  found  in  the  stomach  of  the 

eomnutted  in  English  works  by  their  deceased  than  would  be  quite  sufficient 

authors  acting  that  in  the  cases  of  the  to  destroy  life."    (p.  20).     That  two 

seven  Parisian   epileptics,  each   wae  English  writers  should  differ  from  each 

killed  by  so  small  a  dose  as  seven-tenths  other  .respecting    the    dose   to   the 

of  one  grain  of  the  anhydrous  aeid.  amount  of  only  one-tweut^-fifth  part  of 

Br.  Christison  slates  that  the  dose  waa  a  grain,  v  not  very  surprising,  when  the 

two-thirds  of  a  grain  ;    Mr.  Taylor,  French  authorities  diner  among  them- 

aeven-tenths  of  a  grain.    The  most  aelves,  and  leave  the  matter  so  un- 

cnrious  part  of  this  history,  and  a  very  aettled.    We  believe,   however,    that 

singular  test  of  the  author's  accurate  Yauquelin's  acid  was  here  intended  by 

lesearch,-  is,  that  the  eases  referred  to  Orfila,  when  he  spoke  of  medicinal 

are   reported   by  Orfila,  with  a  full  prussic  acid.    In  connexion  with  this 

account  of  the  inspection  of  the  bod^  case,  the  author  a^in  raises  up  the 

of  onesubject,  in  the  Annalesd' Hygiene  ''odour"  of  prussic  acid.     Although 

■  ^  -. — -7-^: — 7Z — ♦^  •^i.^^.«h.*4i.iX  Adelon,  Marc,  and  Maiiolin,  could  per- 

*  The  opiniOR  of  many  toxicologiitetluit  thirty  ^  .„^     *    „^^ii    „^r  n^  t  .,eo««  K^^a 

dropc  of  Sciiceie's  acid  are  certSiiiiy  auilidcnt  «eive  no  smell,  yet  Gay  XiUssac  and 

to  kill  an  adnit,  has  been  fiitally  oonnnned  ainoe  Orfila  could  perceive  it  (p.  20)  eiglit 

TaweU'a  trial  by  the  followinfc  case,  commanl.  j           a      A^^th      OrfiU  atAt«s  this  in 

eated  by  a  friend.    A  mixture  containing  two  **/?  ™^./r*^; ,  ""J     ?    ,         *     J" 

drachms  tf  Soheek's  add  mm  ffiren  by  mutalie  the  la«t  edition  of  his  Toxicology,  pub- 

to  a  youM  woman.    S^e  waa  ordered  to  take  Hahed  fotirteen  year$  after    his    first 

one*foarth  nart  for  a  dose.     She  died  in  ten  m^     !>  ^r.          ^               «_•  1.  1. 

StaSw  aitSthe  im  do«,  Gontaininr  thirty  report  of  the  case,  m  which  he  says 

drops  of  Scheeke.  The  case  occurs  at  me  very  nothing  whatever  about  the  perception 

timetoshowtheabmidityofthedetaiceonthia  ^^  ^y  ^^,^,^    Qn  the  contrary,  in  a 

905.— XMV.  3  G 
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▼ery  fiill  account  of  the  post-mortem  eqaiTOcal  conditions,  he  tap,  ''  Of  at! 

Examination  ( A  nnalesd' Hygiene,  1829,  these  indications  of  the  action  of  pms- 

p.  509)  of  one  of  the  seven  patients  he  sic  acid,  we  have  none  in  this  instance." 

.  expressly  says, "  Apr^s  avoir  fait  les  liga-  (p.  22). 

tares  convenahles  pour  recueillirles  ma-  We  have  now  waded  through  this 
ti^res  contenues dans  le  canal  digestif,  ce  pamphlet,  and  we  cannot  help  ezpreu- 
canal  est  enlev^:  on  place  dans  un  vase  mg  our  surprise  that  any  reasonable 
tout  ce  cue  renferme  I'estomac,  et  on  man  could  ever  come  to  the  conclusion, 
procMe  a  I'examen  de  celui-ci :  nulle  from  the  moral,  circumstantial,  and 
odeur  particuli^re  ne  s'en  exhale."  medical  evidence  adduced  in  Ta well's 
Again,  subseouently  :  *'  Nulle  partie  case,  that  the  deceased  had  not  been 
n'exbalait  Podeur  d'amandes  ameres."  poisoned  by  prussic  acid.  At  first  we 
What  greater  confirmation  of  the  cor-  were  inclined  to  treat  the  pamphlet  as 
rectness  of  Dr.  Christison's  statement  a  ruse — a  sort  of  popular  ad  eaptmndmm 
could  be  needed  P — and  yet  such  absurd  article  for  a  weekly  newspaper*- bat 
stress  was  laid  upon  this,  as  a  most  we  verily  believe  the  author  is  quite 
serious  error  at  the  trial.  Dr.  Chris-  serious  in  the  whole  of  his  non  sem* 
tison  says  that  there  was  no  odour  in  inn.  The  mischief  which  a  pampolet 
the  stomachs  of  these  patients,  when  it  like  this  is  capable  of  doing,  filled  as  it 
is  alleged  io  have  been  perceived  b^  is  with  showy  but  unsouna  chemistry, 
two  persons  out  of  five !  The  fact  is,  it  and  selected  quotations  from  the  works 
seems  to  have  been  forgotten  both  by  of  French  authors,  who,  if  they  were 
Mr.  Strauss  and  those  who  conducted  consulted,  would  most#probably  pro- 
TawelPs  defence,  that  the  seven  pa-  test  against  the  use  made  of  them,  has 
tients  had  9epen  stomachs  j  and  so  far  induced  us  to  comment  on  the  authoi's 
from  finding  it  stated  that  the  odour  views  at  some  length*.  If  his  reason- 
"was  perceived  in  all,  the  earliest  report  ing  be  correct,  who  can  ever  possibly 
of  one  case  shows  that  in  that  instance,  be  convicted  of  poisoning  a  fellow- 
taking  Orfila's  own  words,  there  was  creature  by  prussic  acid,  unless  there 
no  odour  whatever  of  the  poison  per-  be  direct  ocular  evidence  of  the  admi- 
ceptible  to  himself.  It  is  worthy  of  nistration  of  the  poison  P  The  grand 
remark  that  Mr.  Strauss  makes  the  loss  climax  to  his  reasoning  is,  that  the 
of  odour  here  a  still  more  remarkable  man  who  has  not  had  a  **  (air  trial/' 
fact,  by  saying  that'the  dose  of  anhy-  and  has  not  been  condemned  on  **  con- 
drous'  acid  was  2^  grains,  instead  of  elusive  evidence/'  has  actually,  it  is 
7-lOths  of  a  grain  !  credibly  reported,  confessed  that  he 
We  have  very  little  to  say  upon  the  perpetrated  a  crime  which  the  aothor 
author's  objections  to  the  evidence  proves,  at  least  to  his  own  satisfaction, 
from  an  inspection  of  the  body.  There  that  he  could  not  possibly  have  com- 
are  some  pathological  alterations  which  mitted — Parturiunt  mures  el  tuueitur 
he  says  he  should  invariably  expect  to  ridicuiu*  mom  ! 
find  in  all  cases  where  the  person  has  —— 
lived  a  few  minutes  after  taking  the  Sckoeulein's  Kliniiehe  Vortrmge  im  dem 
poison ;  but  what  they  are  he  omits  to  CharUi  Krankenhatue  xu  Berihu 
state,  although  it  is  a  great  desideratum  Redigirt  und  herausgeben  von  Dr. 
in  toxicology  that  there  should  be  some  L.Guterbock.  DrittesHeft(Schlus8). 
certain  and  indisputable  evidence  from  1844. 

this  source.     He  says,  the  bile  is,  "  in  Svkotnieiu^t  Ciinical  Ltcturei,  delivered 

most  cttMet,**  of  a  blue  colour;  whereas  at  the  Ckariti  Hotpitel  of  Beriin, 

two  cases   only   are    known,  on    the  Edited  by  Dr.  Gutbrbock.    Third 

authority  of  Christison  and  Taylor,  in  and  concluding  Part.    8vo.  pp.  195. 

which  this  has  been  observed.    These  Johann    Lukas    Schoenlein,   Privy 

occurred  to  Mersdorlf,  (Horns'  Archiv.  v»     -j    *    v     v     m«    a^        ^   .  _^-l 

iQO^  o  Ki\   «,k«  «vni.l.Bl«r  ofo»<><i  tU^l  .      ^°  **"**'  ^  •'»®'^  ^^  Mr.  Strton  deaU  with 

1823,  2,  Dl),  Who  expressly  states  that  bisopotationsandanalo^ea^wemaytakemcaae 

these  were  the  only  two  he  ever  met  which  he  quotes  aa  having^  occurred  at  CtaamMi-f, 

nrith  in  ivhirh  the  bile  nn^Mkntpd  thin  >?  ^^^  <<^*"®  ^'  ^'  ^nlet)»    Tbit  person  waa 

Wltn  m  wnicn  me  owe  preseniea  cms  ^n^ged  to  have  died  from  prussic  add ;  bnt, 

colour.    He  then  enumerates  some  com-  observes  Mr.  Straoss,  Ortila  was  called  In  to 

mon   morbid  conditions   of  the   body  refbte  the  endence  of  two  physicians  and  foor 

-Tu:  u   «-^  #u.,n<l   ;,!   «..^   *vr   ^„AA^i  chemisU.    There  is  not  the  slightest  analocv 

which  are  found  m  cases   of   sudden  between  the  two  esses.    There  wu  no  cbemiSa 

death  from  other  causes ;  and  after  this  evidence  of  the  presence  of  prussic  acid  in  this 

aiimmnrv   nf    n  ftpripfl   of   n^tmtivp  nr  instance,  and  there  wfs  eiAision  of  blood  on  the 

summary   Ol    a  senes   OI    negauve  or  train,  wiiich  ac«unted  for  the  symptoms. 
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Medical  Coancillor   of  PniBBia^   and  T  have  not  seen  half  a  doien  caiet  of 

Ordinaiy  Professor  of  Thempeatics,  and  it;  at  least,  where  there  has  been  % 

of  Clinical  Medicine,  in  ^rlin,  was  fatal  termination.     Although  I  believe 

bom  at  Bamberg  in  the  year   17d3.  it  to  be  curable  at  the  beginning,  after 

After  the  usual  preliminary  studies,  he  it  has  reached  a  certain  stage  it  is  be- 

^radnated  as  physician  at  Wiirzburgh  ^ond  the  power  of  art.     It  is  therefore 

in  1816,  and  four  years  later  was  ap-  important  for  the  medical  practitioner 

pointed  one  of  the  exiraordinarjf  pro-  to  oe  able  to  detect  its  presence.    Th« 

lessors  of  that  University.    In   1824,  primary  phenomena  resemble  closely 

he  succeeded  Dr.   Friedreich  in  the  those  of  incipient  pulmonary  phthisis, 

chair  of  clinical  medicine  there,  and  Young  persons  are  most  prone  to  be 

also  as  medical  director  of  the  Julius  attacked,  as  children  of  from  7  to  8 

Hospital,  long  renowned  as  a  place  of  years  old,  even  up  to  the  period  of 

clinical   instruction.      Wiirzburg    at-  puberty,  who  are  of  a  strumous  habit, 

tained  still  higher  consideration  through  or  present  marks  of  strumous  affection 

the  prelections  of  Schoenlein,  and  be-  of  the  external  parts.    Such  individuals 

came  the  resort  of  a  numerous  con-  manifest,  generally  after  exposure  to 

course  of  students  from  all  civilized  cold  and  moisture,  an  affection  of  the 

lands.    Ere  long,  however,  in  conse-  urinary  organs — at  first  indistinct,  a 

ouence  of  some  misunderstanding  with  feeling  of  pressure  in  one  or  both  regions 

tne  Bavarian  government,  Schoenlein  ofthe kidney,  pain  in  the  sacrum,  rarely 

was  obliged  to  abandon  the  scene  of  darting:  on  further  examination  it  will 

his   labours,  and   betake    himself  to  be  found  that  the  pain  is  referred,  not 

Zurich.    Here  he  maintained  his  aca-  to  the  middle,  but  to  the  side  of  the 

demic   popularity.    From    thence    he  vertebral  column;  there  are  frequent 

was  invited  to  Berlin  by  the  reigning  calls  to  void  urine,  especially  during 

sovereign  of  Prussia  in  the  year  1840,  sojourn  in  a  damp  atmosphere  of  a  low 

where  ne  possesses  an  ample  field  for  temperature.     I  have  perceived  that 

pathological  research.    ^  this  urgence  to  micturition  was  aegra- 

The  materials  composing  the  volume  yated  at  night  (just  as  the  cough  in 
of  which  the  conclusion  is  now  before  the  instance  of  pulmonary  tubercles) ; 
us  have  been  very  ably  selected  and  voung  children  are  apt  to  wet  the  bed, 
put  together  by  Dr.  Gtiterbock.  The  hence  this  habit  ought  to  be  watched 
record  commences  with  the  last  portion  when  they  are  of  a  strumous  dispo- 
ofCasedS,  namely,  one  of  ascites  pro-  sition.  The  urine  is,  in  the  outset, 
ceeding  from  hypertrophy  of  the  spleen,  pale,  limpid,  or  else  turbid  from  mucus, 
tubercles  in  the  lungs,  and  scrofulous  very  like  the  tracheal  secretion  coughed 
phthisis  of  the  kidney.  Case  39  is  one  up  by  phthisical  patients  at  an  early 
of  diabetes  mellitos  in  conjunction  with  stage.  Only  when  violent  pain  sets  in 
pulmonary  tubercles :  some  curious  re-  will  blood  be  discovered  in  the  urine,  pe- 
marks  are  interpolated  touching  the  riodical  hematuria  (akin  to  hsmopty- 
caose  of  the  formation  of  sugar.  The  sis).  In  individuals  nearer  puberty  other 
next  case  is  one  of  scarlatina,  with  symptoms  are  superadded,  as  erections, 
violent  angina,  attended  by  extensive  and  painful  retraction  of  the  testicles, 
desquamation  from  both  the  internal  like  what  occurs  in  eases  of  stone  in 
and  external  surface  of  the  body.  Case  the  bladder.  The  above  are  the  cha- 
41  is  erysipelas  of  the  face  complicated  racters  of  tubercular  disease  of  the 
with  delinum  tremens ;  ^  some  observa-  kidneys  while  susceptible  of  cure.  The 
tions  are  appended  relative  to  the  em-  treatment  ought  to  consist  of  local  de- 
ployment of  cold  afiusion  in  that  form  pletion,  frictions  with  iodide  of  potas- 
of  erysipelas,  and  the  sequeltt  of  the  sium,  or  iodide  of  mercury,  over  the 
disease.  Case  42,  the  last  of  the  series,  region  of  the  kidneys,  sidine  baths, 
is  an  apopleetic  seizure,  followed  by  iodine  internally  by  itself,  or  in  mineral 
palsy  of  the  right  half  of  the  body,  waters,  with  great  attention  to  diet  and 
and  pain  in  the  right  foot,  treated  by  drink — the  last  ought  to  be  asses'  or 
nnx  vomica,  issues,  and  electro-mag-  coats'  milk  mixed  with  mucil.ge.*' 
netisra.  (p.  392.) 

We   subjoin,   by  wajr   of  extract,  - 

Schoenlein's  views  touching  scrofulous  — 
disease  of  the  kidney : — 

"This  malady  is  one  of  great  rarity. 
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OkMervatious  on  Variola  Vaccina,  or  condition  of  the  blood,  and  for  its  pre- 

Cow-Pock.     By  Sir  Matthsw   J.  difposing  caiuey  the  damp,  warn,  and 

TiSBNBT,  Bart  K.C.H.  M.D.  &c.  stagnant  almosphere  of  the  Alpine  Tal- 

'Tris  little  pamphlet  appears  at  a  Yery    ^^^"P'^     twt  — 4«  ».   «      j     

opportune  moment,  inasmuch  as  certain  ^\V"5P'^.  *  V'  ^J*  5^  found  a  yery 

parties  have  been  trying  most  unwar-  g«phic  description  of  these  misshapen 

rantably  to  lower  in  general  estimation  hcings ;   *  Portrait  of  one  is  prettxed 

the    practice  of  vaccine  inoculation,  by  way  offtontispie**.    The  neeesarty 

The  inferior  classes  of  society  are  sladt  ror  good  education  danng  the  tender 

enough  in  resorting  to  it  j  therefore  any  7*^  of  hfe  »  oonntly  pointed  oat 

attempt  to  slight  its  importance  cannot  ^^  Chapter  VIII.    We  recommend  the 

be  too  severely  censured.  essay  to  those  who  wish  to  stn^  thia 

Sir  Matthew  seems  to  have  been  one  interesting- subject 

of  the  first  persons  engaged  in  ca.rying  — 

out  Dr.  Jennei's  invsduable  discovery.  . -^T^T^T>i-i  *  «■     ^  *  rw-r^w^wwr^ 

Under  the  head  of  Instructions,  he  MEDICAL   GAZETTE. 

^serts  that  an  accurate  knowledge  of  Fridan,  April  4,  l84fit 

the  signs  of  infection,  and  of  the  cha- 

racter  and  progress  of  the  vaccine  ve-  „,.           ^      ..       _        ^.  ^. 

side,  is  esSenBal  to  the  success   of  J^J2?SSi^^lSr^j2S!!2T 

1^          -rr         •a^       aau         ^^  STUM  Mwoutt  iDcn;  DOiHtafi  noao  vmendi  in 

inoculation.     He  points  out  tne  occa-  poblicum«it,dicendip«icuUimiioii«a»o.»» 

sional  deviations  from   the   ordinary  Cickbo. 

appearance  and  character;    describe  ,— - 

the  spurious  pustules  which  aflford  no  retEOSPECTIYE  EFFECT  OF  THE 

security  against  small-pox,  with  thehr  RHousroATinv  ri  AfTsizA 

probable  cause ;  the  methods  of  taking  REGISTRATION  CLAUSES. 

vaccine  matter,  and  of  preserving  and  Much  needless  alarm  appears  to  have 

conveyingit;  the  modes  of  inoculation;  been  excited  among  membeia  of  thepro- 

thc  constitutional  symptoms,  and  ap-  ij^^^^  .^^^-w^-^Ti.^ -i^j- ^r «..-: J#-- 

propriate  medical  treatment    Sir  Mat-  fe«<>n»Mpectingtheiaodeaf  regvtra. 

thew  has  embodied  a  statement  of  the  tion  to  beadopted under then^w Medical 

formation  of  the  first  county  vaccine  Reform  Bill.    A  report  has  been  widely 

inBtitution,  •  established  m  Sussex  hi  circulated,  to  the  effect  that,  as  the  bill 

the  year  1804.     ^^^^  ^^^  present  members  ©f  the 

Euay  upon  Cretinism  and  Goitre.   By  I^<«on  College  of  Surgeons  would  not 

E.  Wells,M  D.  late  Fellow  of  New  ^  permitted  to  register  as  "Suigeons,** 

College,    Oxford;     and    Radcliffe  but  merely  as  "Licentiates  in  medicine 

Travdln^  Fellow.    London,   1845.  and  surgery."     This  has  been  com- 

8vo.  pp.  69.  plained  of  as  a  grievous  injustice  j  and 

the  writer  had  frequent  opportunities  "  ''^ere  were  any  grounds  for  beheving 

of  visiting  the  instttution  for  the  edo-  that  this  was  the  intention   of   the 

cation  of  in&nt   cretins,   established  framers  of  thebilL    The  lesnlt  would 

UDon  the  Abendbeig.  in  the  Canton  ^  that  under  the  new  act  there  would 

ofBeme,in  the  year  1840,  by  the  bene-  •          ««             ••           .  .* 

volent  Dr.  GuggenbuhL    It  comprises  ^  ^^     Surgeons,"  except  those  who 

observations  on  the  origin  of  the  term  ^^  heen  already  admitted  as  Fellows 

cretinism,  an  account  of  the  authors  of  the  London  College.    The  act  wonid 

who  have  written  upon  cretinism,  the  thus    become    retrospectively    penal, 

description  of  a  cretin,  the  proximate  ^          •  j-  -j    i              .    ^^     *. 

and  predisposing  causes,  wiOi  the  dif-  *^^^   individual  possessuig   the  di- 

ferent  forms  of  cretinism ;  the  diseases  ploma  of  the  London  College  of  Sur- 

to  which  cretins  are  liable,  and  coo-  geons  would  be  coanpelled  to  forego 

eludes  with  the  physical  and  moral  any  privileges  derived  from  that  docu- 

education  of  the  infant  cretin.    Oretin-  ^ '  ♦  ^^  j  «•  i.  *    *u    ^  *       # 

ism  the   writer    considers  to   be  "a  "ent,  and  sink  to  the  rtatus  of  an  apo- 

mental  and  bodily  degeneration,  having  thecary,  without  retaining  even  the 

for  its  proximate  cause  an  impoverishea  title  of  surgeon. 
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That  such  has  been  the  view  taken  priyilegee  is  assuredly  that  of  retaining 

by  many,  of  the  thirty-second  clause  of  the  title  of  "surgeon/' 

the  new  bill,  is  evident  from  the  nu-  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 

meroQs  letters  which  have  appeared  in  that  there  are  many  now  practising  as 

the  medical  journals,  and  which  have  **  surgeons  and  apothecaries"  who  will 

been  addressed  to  us  on  the  subject*  have  no  claim  whatever  to  he  regis- 

In  a  recent  number  of  the  Provincial  tered  as   "  surgeons"  under  the  Bill. 

Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  we  find  There  is  nothing  at  present  to  prevent 

a  letter  embodying  the  sentiments  of  a  licentiate  of  the  Hall  from  calling 

the  practitioners  of  Reading,  in  which  himself  a  surgeon,  and  many  are  prac- 

the  writer  infers  **  that  those  who  are  tising  under  this  denomination  ;   but 

now  practising  as  surgeons  and  apothe-  such  a  person  will  not  of  course  be  en- 

cariesy  registered  under  the  new  Bill,  titled  to  registration  under  any  other 

will  hie  their  title  as  surgeons,  and  form  than  that  of  licentiate  in  medicine 

drop  down  to  licentiates  in  medicine  and  surgeiy. 

and  surgery.    This  appears  hard,  oon-  The  clauses  relating  to  registration, 

sidering  the  position  in  which  the  bulk  under  the  new  bill,  are  two  in  number, 

of  the  profession  is  placed  by  the  recent  the  13th  and  32nd.    We  shall  take  the 

decision  of  the  Council  of  the  College  last  first,  because  it  relates  exclusively 

of  Surgeons,    and    must   be   surely  to  the  registration  of  those  persons  who 

amended"  (!)    The  writer  then  goes  on  are  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of  me< 

to  suggest  a  remedy : — "  Supposing  we  dicine  and  suigery.    We  subjoin  the 

are  correct,  might  not  an  addition  be  clause  ;— 

made  to  the  Registration  Clause,  al-  «  Provided  alwavs,  and  be  it  enacted, 

lowing  all  who  have  been   so  many  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 

years  in  practice,  being  members  both  Council,  on  the  application  of  anv  per- 

of  the  College  and  Hall,  to  retain  the  «^°  legally  practising   or  entitled  to 

..^1     i. «                  .        .        *^*«*M  m^^  practise  at  the  end  of  thu  Setstou  of 

Utle  of  Surgeon ;  otherwise,  unless  com-  p«rttam«ir,  as  a  Physician  or  Surgeon 

pelled,  we  cannot  give  it  up."  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 

If  the  grievance  really  existed,  this  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  as  an 

proposed  remedy  would  certainly  not  Apothecary  m  England,  to  cause  the 

•*     mu    •   •    ..        0        x.  nameof  such  person  to  be  registered  as 

remove  it.    The  mjusUce  of  such  an  ^  physician,  surgeon,  or  licenHate  in 

act  as  that  of  depriving  a  member  of  medicine  and  surgery,  as  the  case  may 

the  College  of  his  diploma  (for  it  would  be,  on  production  to  the  said  Council  of 

virtually  amount  to  this)  would  not  be  h"  ^ipj^oma*  license,  or  certificate,  or 

J-    •  •  t  J  I.    Au     «.-xli.  i.AU    J  such  other  proof  as  shall  be  satisfactory 

dumnished  by  the  fact  that  the  depn-  ^^  ^^  g^j^  fcouncil,  that  at  the  end  of 

vation  extended  to  those  only  who  had  tki$  Stfsum  of  Parliament  he  was  so 

recently  been  admitted  members.    If  practising,  or legallyjentitled  to  practise, 

such  a  rule  were  to  be  adopted,  what  »°4,,?'^  payment  of  a  fee  of  Twenty 

.        t             g        X-           1JI  V  Shtllingt  in  the  case  of  Fellows  or  As- 

number  of  years  of  practice  could  be  eociates  of  the  said  Colle^  of  Physi- 

fixed,  with  any  show  of  equity,  in  Older  cians  and  Surgeons  respectively,  and 

to  entitle  a  man  to  claim  beyond  his  of  Fine  ShiUmgi  in  every  other  ease, 

brethren  an  exemption  from  this  spolia-  ^^^^^  fees  shall  be  apphed  toward  the 

*\^^  ^t\.im  ji,^\.*A    T*  «-.*».              •  expensesof  this  Act;  and  during  itr^/ve 

tion  of  hM  rights?    It  is  the  possession  ^J^^^,  ^^^t^s  after  the  pacing  of 

of  the  diploma,  and  not  merely  the  thu  Act,  every  person  legmUy  pmcdsing 

length  of  time  that  it  may  have  been  or  entitled  to  practise  at  the  end  oftkd 

held  by  a  member,  which  gives  him  an  ^"«o»  «/  Parliament  as  a  Physician 

iodefeasibleclaimtohplditwithaUite  ?f  .?"I^?''  i"  """^  P^'*  ""/  ^^^  '""'^ 

.»«.«»<^aMv«jw«*iiH  wuvw  II,  wiuA  ou  iw  United  Kingdom,  or  as  an  Apothecary 

pnvileges  for  ever:  and  among  these  in  England,  and  during  the  period  of 
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Two  years  after  the  ptuting  ofihit  Act,  the  omission,  from  the  reply  which  has 

every  person  legally  practising  or  ea-  been  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 

Utled  to  practise  at  th^  f«a  o^  lAw  Mr.  Craddock,  and  others.    Thecorres- 

iSeMswn  of  Parliament  as  a  Fnysician,  '  . 

Surgeon,  or  Apothecary,  in  any  of  Her  pondence  on  this  subject  will  be  found 

Majesty's  Colonies  and  Foreign  Pos-  at  p.  813  of  this  volume.    Whatever 

sessions,  although  not  registered,  shall  may  be  contained  in  the  present  Bill, 

continue  to  enjoy  the  same  pnvileges  theintentionsof  Sir  James  Graham  re- 

and  exemptions,  and  be  qualified  to  be  .            .        . 

appointed  to  the  same  offices,  and  to  spectmg  registration,  as  expressed  m 

practise  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  this  his  letter  to  Mr.  Craddock,  are : — 

Act  had  not  been  passed,  and  no  fur-  |.  A  man  holding  the  diploma  of  the 

ui^'thiTAcY"^'''  "°^''*^    registered  College  of  Surgeons  can  only  register 

himself  as  a  "  surgeon," — ^but  he  may 

The  clause  is  evidently  clumsily  con*  act  as,  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of,  a 

structed,  and  is  well  calculated  to  give  general  practitioner, 

rise  to   some  ambiguity.     Aiming  at  2.  A  man  holding  the  license  of  Apo- 

brevity  (not  a  common  fault  in  Parlia-  thecaries*  Hall,  although  he  may  have 

mentary  documents),  the  language  ren-  hitherto  styled  himself  "  surgeon,"  can 

ders  the  real  meaning  of  the  clause  ob-  only  be  registered  as  a  licentiate  in 

teure.    It  is  first  laid  down  that  every  medicine  and  surgery.    Like  the  regis- 

legal  practitioner  of  medicine  may,  on  tered  surgeon,  he  may  act  as,  and  enjoy 

application,  be  registered  as  physician,  all  the  privileges  of,  a  general  practi- 

surgeon,  or  licentiate,  according  to  his  tioner. 

diploma,  license,  or  certificate  or  (in  3.  A  man  holding  the  diploma  of  the 

order  to  include  those  who  were  in  College  of  Surgeons,  as  well  as  the  li- 

practice  before   1815)  on  some  other  cense  of  Apothecaries' Hall,  must  make 

proof  that  he  is  legally  entitled  to  prac-  his  election.     He  can  only  be  regis- 

tise.    So  far  the  statement  is  clear,  but  tered  either  as  '*  surgeon,"  or  '*  licen- 

then  we  come  to  the  payment  of  a  fee  tiate  in  medicine  and  surgery."    No 

for  this  registration,  and  here  it  is  laid  limits  are,  however,  placed  on  his  prac- 

down,  that  the  fee  shall  be  twenty  shii-  tice :  he  enjoys  all  the  privileges  of  the 

linfft  in  the  case  of  Fellows  or  Astociatet  two  classes. 

of  the  said  Colleges  of  PhysH-iane  and  With  respect  to  " phyncians**  the 

Surgeons   respectively,  —  omitting   all  right  to  register  will  depend  npon  the 

reference  to  the  Members  of  the  Royal  power  to  practise  legally  as  a  physi- 

CollegeofSurgeons,  who  form  the  great  cian,   conveyed   by   the   diploma   or 

bulk  of  the  profession.    Licentiates  of  license  of  any  of  the  Colleges  of  Great 

the  Apothecaries'  Company,  and  those  Britain  or  Ireland.    The  holders  of  fo- 

who  were  in  practice  before  1815,  will  reign  diplomas,  having  no  legal  status 

be  registered  on  the  payment  of  a  fee  as  physicians  in  this  country,  cannot 

of  five  shillings.  be  registered  until  these  diplomas  have 

We  believe  that  it  must  have  been  by  been  recognised,  and  a  license  to  prac^ 

accident,  and  through  the  ignorance  tise  granted  by  some  one  of  the  British 

of  the  party  who  drew  the  clause^  that  Colleges. 

Members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur-  Such,  we  believe,  will  be  the  retro- 

geons  were  not  specially  mentioned,  spective  operation  of  the  clause  in  the 

He  must  have  known  so  little  of  the  new  bill,  so  far  as  pet  sons  now  prac- 

profession,  as  to  suppose  that  all ''  Sur-  tising  are  concerned.    Under  3,  we  find 

geons"  were  necessarily  Fellows  or  As-  that  a  man  holding  the  diploma  of  the 

sociates  of  the  College.    We  are  in-  College,  and  the  license  of  the  Hall, 

dined  to  put  this  interpretation  upon  can  only  be  registered  as  surgeon  or 
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licentiate*  In  the  correspondence  above  tioners,  with  a  power  to  register  in  the 

alluded  to,  we  are  informed  "  that  the  higher  rank  as  "surgeons."    They  will 

bill  does  not  contemplate  double  regis-  thus  have  all  the  privileges  of  the  li- 

tration,  nor  would  any  thing  be  gjiined  centiate  of  the  Hall  without  having 

by  it."    We  cannot  exactly  perceive  earned  them ;  and,  so  far  as  the  regis- 

why  those  who  now  legally  enjoy  a  ter  is  concerned,  they  will  appear  with 

double  title  may  not  be  allowed,  if  they  a  better  title  than  the  holder  of  a  double 

please,  to  retain  it  under  a  double  re-  qualification,  who  may  register  himself 

gistration.    There  is  some  merit  in  a  only  as  a  licentiate, 
man  having  gained  two  diplomas,  and 

it  appears  like  an  act  of  injustice  to  ^^AL  MEDICAL  AND  CHIRUR- 

deprive  him  of  one ;  for  although  no-  QICJlL  SOCIETY. 

.,  r              ij     V           •     J     •       Z^        *.  Taeidty,  March 25,  1840. 
thing   could    be    gained    m    respect 

to  the  privileges  of  practice,  yet  it  ""•  *^"*''"";/b'l;!«!""°"'"' 

is  substantially- taking  from  him  one  

of   those   testimonials  which   it  may  On  the  Minute  Structure  qf  the  Lungst  and 

have  cost  him  some  years  of  extra  la-  ^^/^^^rmati^  qf  Pulmonary  l^berele  ; 

Y        «   •         «  i_  *^'^  '^"^^  Obeervations  on  tt$  Detection 

hour  to  acqmre.     In  the  opmion  of  the  jy  a  Microecopie  Examination  qf  the 

public,  so  far  as  the  register  is  likely  Sputa.  By  George  Rainet,  M.R.C.S. 

to  be  consulted,  a  man  whose  name  is  Communicated  by  R.  D.  Grainobr,  Esq. 

doubly   registered  may^  possibly  stand  The  author,  in  his  prefetory  remarks,  ob- 

i^<>»*;».  fV.— ,  *x««  «,!,**  i«I.  *x«i«  •  .{..^i^  lervea  that  it  is  not  hia  intention  to  intro- 

better  than  one  who  has  only  a  single  ^^  ^  ^  .peculation,  on  the  rtructure. 

quahficaUoD ;  jiut  as,  at  the  present  ftinction.,  and  paAology  of  the  lang.,  but 

time,  the  diploma  of  the  College  of  only  to  bring  forward  .oi^&cU  a.  readily  ad- 

Sorgeons    is    sought   after    by  can-  T*5  °' 'f!l'=^ ''I'^k"'''"'"'!?^*'' !?!*  *" 

-._''                        ^     .      -          '    ,  dednoe  from  them  what  be  considers obviooB 

didtaes  more  to  acquire  honour  by  a  ^d  legitimate  inferences, 

double  qualification,  than  as  a  docu-  He  divides  his  subject  into  four  parts : 

ment  necessary  to  enable  them  to  prac-  !»'»*»«  •natomy  of  die  lungs  aa  applicable 

*•         tTT     A^^      g        J     i-a.  xi_  ^  ">•"•  pbyaiology ;   2d,  with  reference  to 

tjse.    We  therefore  doubt  the  asser-  their  pathotogy73d.  the  mode  of  formation 

tionthat  "nothing  would  be  gained  by  of  tubercle;   and  laatly,  its  detection  by  a 

it :"  it  might  as  well  be  contended  that  «icro«»pic  examination  of  the  sputa. 

_  .u:-                      •     J  u                 I.  ij  The  first  diniion  contains  a  general  de- 

nothing  is  now  gained  by  a  man  hold-  ^p^on  of  the  lungs  of  the  reptile,  .hewing 

ing  the  diploma  of  the  College  of  Sur-  the  alterations  they  undergo  aa  they   ap- 

geons.    Whatever  may  be  done  pro-  prosch  in  complexity  the  same  organs  in  the 

^ ^  -.„  1      ^_    .*.     ui^-4.       -.  *u'   1  mammal.    The  principal  difference  between 

spectively  on  this  subject,  we  think  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  P„j  ^^„„^  i,  ^^ 

that  it  should  be  left  optional  with  the  existence  of  a  double  layer  of  vessels  between 

present  race  of  practitioners  to  register  contiguous  air  cells  in  the  former,  and  only 

underone  or  two  denominations.    The  '  1S?  auTot^shtiT^^ 

only  inconvenience  which  we  can  con-  ©f  vascularity  exists  in  tiie  different  parts  of 

template  is,  that  it  will  add  to  the  bulk  of  the  same  lung,  those  parts  bong  least  vasou- 

theprinted  register.  Ifthe  double  regis-  ^  Z^  ""  fiirthest  from  tiie  prindpal 

^    ^f      ,'**.-  ^,           ,     ,           ®  air  tubes ;  oonaequenuy,  the    quantity  of 

tration  be  denied,  those  who  have  been  blood  requiring  tiie  influence  oi  tiie  inspired 

working  for  years  in  order  to  obtain  the  sir  is  adapted  to  the  diminution  of  oxygen  in 

Hcense  of  the  Hall,  at  a  great  expendi-  ^  ""».«*«  ^  \  ^  "^^"^  ^  insiders  tiie 

.          g  .,            ,                   -n  1.      1       3  renovation  of  theur  contents  is  due  more  to 

ture  of  time  and  money,  will  be  placed  the  Uw  of  diffusion  tiian  to  medianical  diU. 

in  a  worse  position  than  if  they  had,  at  tation  and  contraction  of  the  chest« 

less  cost  and  labour,  aspired  only  to  the  ^5?  f**^'  describes  minutely  tiie  manner 

o^,i        J.  ,              All    L                  Ai--  in  which  the  bronchial  parages  oommnm^ 

College  diploma.    AU  who  possess  this  cate  witii  tiie  air  cells  e^T^  each  other ; 

will  become  at  oncte  general  practi-  the  actual  terminus  of  a  bronchial  passage 
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being  Itself  a  cell  at  the  muftuoe  of  a  lobule,  instance  he  soeoeeded  hi  deteetlqg  Hie  psl- 

or  fleventl  cella  connecting  one  bronchial  monary    membrane    in    tnbereolar  matter 

passage  with  another.     It  is  farther  shown  washed  from  the  trachea  of  a  phthisical  p«. 

that  each  plexus  of  capillaries  is  sitoated  in  a  tient,  with  perfect  ease  and  certainty, 
fold  of  membrane  forming  the  inmiediate 

wail  of  the  air  cells ;  hence  the  author  infer*        ^^*  Grainger  bore  testimony  to  the  aoca- 

there  must  be  oellalar  tissue  in  the  lungs  ^^7   of  ^«  facts,  and  the  correctness  of 

connecting  these  folds   o^   membrane  to-  description  of  the  preparatioh  mentioned  io 

gether.  Mr.  Rainey's  paper.    This  acourecy,  rather 

He  combats  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Addison  ^^^'^  }^  noTelty  of  the  views  advanced, 

with  respect  to  the  non-existence  of  air  oella  constituted  the  novelty  of  the  paper,  ahd  par- 

in  the  foetal  lung,  and  shows  by  microscopic  tleularly  so  as  prerlons  acoouhts  of  the  soi*- 

preparations  that    this    opinion    must    be  tomy  <tf  the  lungs  were  deficient  in  exact* 

erroneous.     He  is  inclined  to  deny  the  ex-  ncn.     Mr.  Grainger  then,  at  some  length, 

istence  of  muscular  structure  in  the  minute  shewed  what  he  considered  to  be  the  nets 

bronchial  tubes,  both  from  the  absence  of  established  by  the  paper,  and  which  will  be 

anything  like  muscular  fibre  in  the  pulmo-  ft>ttnd  in  the  abstract, 
nary  membrane,  and  also  from  the  fact  that        Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  was  of  opinion  that 

the  connection  of  tibe  bronchi  with  the  cells  ^°^  portion  of  the  paper  which  treated  of  the 

appears  to  be  such  as  not  to  admit  of  any  minfite  anatomy  of  the  lungd  confirmed  the 

constriction  of  these  passages,  even  were  desciiption  of  M.   Boui^jery,    and  oorre« 

muscular  fibre  present.  sponded  nearly  with  the  observations  of  Mr. 

A  description  is  next  given  of  the  manner  Addison ;  observations  which,  however  va- 
in which  tubercle  is  formed  by  the  deposit  loable  in  themselves,  did  not  wan«nt  the 
of  tubercular  matter  in  the  air  cells,  occa-  conduaions  which  that  gentleman  had  dnwa 
sinning  by  its  pressure  absorption  of  the  ^om  them,  as  far  as  respected  the  first  Ibr- 
intervening  eapUlary  plexuaes,  the  mem*  native  process  of  the  cellular  texture  of  the 
brane  still  remaining.  The  author  remarks  long.  He  (Dr.  W.)  could  not  assent  to  the 
that  the  vessds  cloae  to  a  tnberde,  and  even  portion  of  Mr.  Rainey's  paper  on  the  pathe- 
those  of  the  cells  in  which  the  deposit  is  not  logy  of  the  Inng^  eapeciaUy  in  referoice  to 
sufficient  to  cause  theit  obstruction,  retain  the  surfisoe  of  the  air  cells  being  the  primary 
perfectly  tiieir  natuTul  character,  while  thoee  eeatof  the  deposition  of  tubercle.  To  mscover 
near  to  cells  filled  with  fibrine  finom  inflam-  this  seat  in  so  fine  an  organ  as  the  Inng  it 
mation  have  a  tortuous  and  knotted  ap-  was  neoeasary  to  inveatigate  a  namber  of 
pearance ;  *  hence  he  thinks  the  deposit  is  cases  of  the  deposition  of  tubercle  in  its  very 
not  the  result  of  inflammation,  but  merely  early  stage,  before  it  had  accumdlated  and 
an  altered  secretion.  The  observations  on  made  its  way  through  the  epithelium  to  the 
the  formation  of  tubercle  are  confined  to  free  surftce  df  the  eeOsi  Mr*  Rainey» 
those  at  whwh  the  anthot*  has  had  the  best  however,  acknowledged  that  he  had  examined 
opportunities  of  examining.  He  considers  one  specimen  only  of  miliary  or  incipient 
that  it  is  only  in  preparations  of  the  it^jected  tubercle.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Gulliver  had 
long  that  the  exact  extent  and  situation  of  unequivocally  detected  the  opaque  graaular 
tubercular  matter  can  vrith  certainty  be  niatter  of  tubercle  in  many  caaes  in  the  walle 
ascertained :  he  offers  no  opinion  reapecting  of  the  cells,  and,  indeed,  the  plexus  of 
miliary  tubercle,  having  only  once  examined  vessels  itself.  Some  of  Mr.  Addison's  re* 
it;  but  the  f!u9ts  respectiiig  the  formation  marks  were  to  the  iame  effect,  but  he»  Uk» 
of  common  tubercle  the  author  considers  are  Mr.  Raine^i  had  eonodved  the  idea  that 
unconnected  with  the  consideration  of  any  tubercle  was  essentially  altered  epithelium, 
other  form  of  phthisis,  inasmuch  as  his  pre*  That  tubercular  matter,  however,  was  not 
parationa  exhibit  the  tubercular  deposit  in  an  altered  condition  of  the  mucoua  fenem* 
all  ^e  diflTerent  stsgea  of  common  tubercle,  branes  was  proved  sufficiently  by  the  cir- 
firom  a  quantity  so  small  as  to  fiU  only  a  cumstance  that  tubercles  were  found  in  the 
small  part  of  a  odl,  up  to  that  filling  one,  parenchymatous  structure  of  organs  that 
two,  or  even  an  indefinite  number  of  oella ;  were  without  mucous  membrane ;  such,  for 
in  all  thoe  preparationa  the  tubercular  iattanoe,  as  the  spleen,  the  brdhi.  In  aeroiM 
deposit  exhibits  the  same  microscopic  cha*  membranes,  and  in  blood-vesaels.  He 
racter.  believed   that    the   nature   and    origin  of 

Lastly,  (ttcm  the  fiut  that  the  pulmonary  tubercle  might  be  easily  explained  ih  another 

membrane  does  not  become  absorbed)  the  nMnner.     Mr.  Ralsey,  ih  his  oUervatiuna 

author   ptt>poses   a    method  of   detecting  on  the  obliteration  of  the  blood-vessels  of 

tuberoular  mfktter  by  a  microscopic  exami-  the  lung  by  tuberculous  deposit,  had  been 

nation  of  the  sputa.    Although  the  observao  forestalled  by  several  physiotognts,  particu- 

tions  ho  has  made  are  not  aufiident  to  enable  larly  by  M.  Nalatis  Gailloti  wiMse  t^aeaTDhea 

him  to  speak  .with  confidence  of  the  practi-  proved  that  the  obliterated  vessda  were  often 

cabiUty  of  this  mode  of  diagnosis,  in  one  compensated  by  anastamosing  vessels,  not 
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only  in  tlie  remniiyiig  bealtliy  teztiufe  of  the  one  or  two  imell  veesele  passtng  Into  the 

longi  but  ftbo  in  the  plean,  and  eren  in  the  tabercnlftr  matter,  and  this  oocnrred  only  in 

outer  wall  of  the  cheit  itielf  through  adhe*  one  or  two  tubercles.     In  all  the  others  a 

rions  to  the  costal  pleura.    This  fact  clearly  distinct  areola  of  vessels  might  be  obserred 

explained  how  it  was  that  a  rew  leeches,  or  a  encircling    them    so    completely    that  the 

blister  applied  to  the  walls  of  the  chest,  often  vessels  of  the   normal   tissue  jeemed  as 

afibrded  such  great  relief  in  phthisis.     He  though  they  had  been  pushed  out  of  their 

(Dr.  W.)  was  surprised  that  the  author  had  places  and  compressed  together  by  the  depo- 

thought  it  necessary  to  make  any  obserta-  sition  of  the  morbid  substance.    Regardfaig 

tlons    with    the    view    of   disproving    the  the  deposit  of  tubercular  matter  on  the  free 

muscnlafity  of  the  pulmonary  texture,  the  surfkoe  of  a  mucous  membrane,  he  was  of 

non-existence  of  whidi  had  been  sufficiently  opinion,  with  Dr.  Williams,  that  the  views  of 

established  by  his  (Dr.  W.'s)  researches  and  the  author  ought  to  be  received  with  great 

experiments.    These  experiments  had  shown  caution,  especially  as  Mr.  Rainey  had  only 

that  galvanism  produced  no  contraction  in  once  examined  some  miliary  tubercle"  under 

the  vesicular  part  of  the  lungs,  although  the  the  microscope.    Mr.  Hewett  then  observed 

contractions  of  (his  agent  were  most  evident  bow  Dr.  Carswell  had  been  mistaken  upon 

in  the  bronchial  tubes.    He  thought  little  of  this  very  point.    In  the  pathological  plates 

Mr.  Rainey's  microscopic  test  of  the  sputa,  of  that  author  was  a  specimen  of  a  scrofulous 

This  test  couM  only  be  applied  during  the  kidney  supposed  to  be  illustrative  of  the 

latter  stage  of  the  disease,  and  after  many  deposition  of  tuberculous  matter  upon  the 

other  unequivocal  signs  had  decided  the  true  free  surface  of  a  mucous  membrane.     He 

nature  of  the  disease.  (Mr.   H.)    had    examined   several  nmilar 

Dr.  Kingston  said  that  one  point  of  in-  specimens  in  an  early  stage,  and  had  often 
terest  to  him,  in  the  excellent  paper  that  had  found  tubercular  matter  m  the  sub-mucous 
been  read,  was  the  confirmation  it  afforded  cellular  tissue,  the  mucous  membrane  itself 
<tf  the  observations  which  he  had  published  being  healthy.  In  two  or  three  instances 
some  years  ago  in  the  IVansactions  of  the  also  in  which  the  mucous  membrane  was 
Society,  on  the  vascularity  of  pulmonary  tu-  partially  destroyed  by  ulceration,  the  tuber- 
bende.  He  had  stated,  what  M.  Lugol,  of  cular  matter  apparently  was  situated  upon 
Biris,  had  subsequently  confirmed  by  very  its  free  surface.  In  the  advanced  stage  of 
extensive  observation,  that  red  tessels  are  the  disease  mucous  membrane  had  disap- 
sometimes  to  be  seen  under  the  microscope  peered  altogether.  The  course  taken  by  the 
in  pulmonary  tubercle.  The  beautlftd  in-  disease  was  traceable  in  the  bladder,  when  it 
jections  of  tubercuftated  lungs,  made  by  Mr.  had  so  far  extended,  as  all  the  appearances 
Rslney,  affbrded  the  same  result.  In  some  iust  mentioned  he  haid  several  times  seen  in 
instances  the  tubercles  admitted  the  injee-  that  organ.  True  it  was  that  tuberculous 
timi,  and  displayed  their  vascularity;  in  matter  was  sometimes  deposited  upon  the 
otiiers  tiity  had  not.  Hie  invisibility  of  the  free  surface  of  a  mucous  membranCf  but 
vesseb  in  ttany  of  the  tubercles  examined  this  was  not  always  the  case. 
by  Dr.  Kingston,  and  thA  frequent  fcUure  of  Dr.  Hodgkin  agreed  with  Dr.  Williams 
Mr.  Rainey's  injectionB  to  penetl^te  them,  respecting  the  seat  of  tuberciUar  deposit. 
were  owing  to  the  txtreme  minuteness  of  the  He  had  met  with  this  matter  on  the  surface 
nutrient  vewels  of  tubeveles,  which,  except  of  glands,  and  in  cellular  membrane. 
mder  |[reat  congestion  or  inflammation,  did  Dr.  Golding  Bird  remarked,  that  Mr. 
not  carry  red  blood.  Where  their  vessels  Rainey  appeared  to  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
were  apparent,  they  appeared  to  be  arranged  elusion  that  the  lining  membrane  of  the  air- 
in  subsorvimce  to  nutiitioni  and  instrumen-  cells  was  truly  a  mucous  membrane.  Its 
talby  their  action  at  first,  and  tiieirobstmc-  pathology,  however,  would  not  seem  to 
tion  afterwards,  in  produdnr  the  various  warrant  such  a  conclusion.  A  mucous  mem- 
changei  which  took  place  in  die  progress  of  brane  during  inflammation  secreted  mucus 
tnberde.  destitute  of  pus  or  coagulable  albumen  {  but 

Mr.  PPBSoott  Hewett  did  not  see  how  tiie  the  limng  membrane  of  the  air-cells*  in 

last  speaker  oould  Hdnk  that   the   views  common  pneumonia,  poured  out  a  quantity 

expressed  by  the  author  of  the  paper  con-  of  albumen,  and  hence  the  scanty  yellow,  or 

oerning  (ihe  vsscolarity  of  tftbercolar  matter  rust-coloured  sputa  of  pneumonia,  coagulated 

agieed  with  his  own.   Mr.  Rainey  concluded  when  heat  was  applied.     In  the  condition  of 

that  tubercnlar  matter  was  not  vascular ;  grey  hepatization,  also,  occasionally,  in  per- 

Dr.  Kingston  considered  that  it  was.    The  sons  of   weak  power,   left  long  after  the 

mimito  vesseb  sometittes  seen  in  a  tubercle  Subsidence  of  the  acute  stsfe,  the  cells  were 

did  not,  in  fhot,  belong  to  it,  but  were  fdll  of  a  substance  resembhng  in  every  par- 

eonnected   with    the  neighbouring    tissues  ticular  coagulated  albumen.      Hence,    al- 

wllicfa  had  been  enttngM  in  tiie  morbid  though  anatomically  the  lining  membrane  of 

dsposit.    In  a  oaMfhlly  hijected  liver  filled  the  air-cells  could  not  be  considered  a  serous 

with  lar^  tubercles,  Mr.  Hewett  only  found  membmne,  its  pathology,  he  believed,  ap- 
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prooched  more  nearly  to  inch  a  atractttw    angles  a  Uttk)  space,  which  becomes  am- 
iu.*  **.  -  «»«^^«-  KtomhrAnA.     He  urrefid    Tcrted  into  one  of   these  minute  ▼esscU. 


than  to  a  mucous  membrane.     He  agreed  ^,    , .      ,       .  .  .     ■.     -^  _^ 

in  the  remark  of  Dr.  Hodgkin  that  it  was  Nothing  has  been  ascertamed  with  napett 

almost  impossible  to  discriminate  between  to  their  office. 

the  deposit  in  the  air-cells  resulting  from  .       «-   .      t     »     . 

pneumonia,  and  the  so-caUed  tubercle.   The        Another  paper,    by    Edwin    Lankester, 

microscopic  test  of  the  sputa,  mentioned  by  M.D.  F.L.S.  Esq.  &c.  «•  On  some  Abnor- 

Mr.  Rainey,  was  not  a  novel  one,  and  even  mal  Forms  of  Fungi,  with  Remarka  on  their 

the  presence  of  portions  of  air-cell  in  the  Morphology,"  was  read, 
exp^torated  matter  had  been  pointed  out        The  fungus  whidi  led  to  these  remark* 

some  time  since  by  Dr.  BuWman,  of  Berne,  was  found  by  Dr.  Lenkestw  m  the  nogh- 

a  pupU  of  Professor  Valentin.     He  had,  in  bourhood  of  Cheshunt,  in  December  1844. 

his  Thesis  on  the  Microscopical  Structure  of  It  was  a  specimen  of  the  agancus  personatus. 

Expectorated  Matter,  figured  broken  air-  which  was  in  a  decaying  state  from  tte  effects 

ceUs  as  found  in  the  sputa  of  a  phthisical  of  a  previous  frost.     It  exhibited  in  all  ita 

patient,  mixed  with  flakes  of  cholestcrine.  parts  a  normal  structure,  with  the  exception 

*^ of  the  pileus,  in  the  centre  df  which,  imme- 

iisini>nennPTr  4T    QoriiTTY  ^^^^  ®'^  ^  insertion  of  the  stipes  into 

MICROSCOPICAL  SOCIETY.  ^^  hymenium,  a  second  and  smaller  hyme- 

March  19, 1845.  nium  was  developed.    The  gills  of  thu  were 

PEorBBSOE  B.LL,  F.R.S.  &c.  PEB8ID.NT  ?PP«fent,  and  directed  towards  the  %ht ; 

fw    '  .  CtiAiiL  **•    ^S^    ^^^    covered    with    a   yiUna, 

IN  THE  I.HAIE.  ^^^^  gradually  united  itself  with  that  of 

"■"""  the  lower  hymenium.    There  was,  however, 

A  PAPBE,  by  Alfred   Smee,  Esq.  F.R.St  qq  appearance  of  any    development  of  a 

**  On  Vessels  in  Fat  smaller  than  the  Capil-  stipes.     On  making  a  section  of  the  whole 

laries,"  was  read.    This  paper  was  a  con-  plant  no  connection  between  the  lower  and 

tinuation  of  a  former  one.  upper  hymenium  was  discoverable,  so  that 

Mr.  Smee   commenced  by  stating  that  the  latter  was  evidently  an  independent  de* 

although  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  ascer-  velopmeot.     Although  in  too  d^  a  state  to 

tain  precisely  the  origiQsl  size  of  the  capilla-  exhibit  under  the  microscope  much  of  the 

ries,  he  was  about  to  describe  in  the  present  peculiarities  of  structure  of  this  dass  of 

paper  another  system  of  vessels  so  much  bodiea,  sufficient  was  seen  to  prove  that, 

smaller  that  it  is  impossible  to  attribute  whatever  might  have  been  the  character  of  the 

their  diminutive  size  to  any  shrinking  of  lower  or  normal  hymenium,  the  upper  one 

those  vessels  ;  they  are  given  off  from  them,  was  of  precisely  the  same  nature.     In  ac- 

and  are  distribut»l  at  every  angle  of  each  counting  for  this  appearance,  Dr.  Lsnkester 

cell  of  fat.    To  these  vessels  he  proposes  to  considered  that  in  the  fungi  the  pileus  and 

give  the  name  of  vasa  adipis,  as  clearly  stipes  were  to  be  regarded  as  the  repreaen- 

pointing  them  out  as  appendages  to  fat,  and  tatives  of  the  leaves  or  nutritive  organa  in 

also  as  preventing  their  being  mistaken  for  the  higher  plants,  and  the  hymenium  as  the 

the  vasa  serosa  of  some  anatomists  ;  the  ex-  analogue  of   the  flower,    or    reproductive 

istence  of  which  is,  however,  in  his  opinion,  organs,  and  consequently  that  the  influence 

Tery  problematical.     The  vessels  now  de-  of  cold,  or  of  some  other  external  agent, 

scribed  are  very  minute,  measuring  from  causing  an  arrest  of  development  in  the 

about  y,f^]fir  to  3^^717  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  vegetable  tissue  of  th^  fungus,  would  be 

They  are  found  in  every  kind  of  fat  when  in  attended  with  the  development  of  repro- 

its  highest  state  of  development,  but  do  not  ductive  tissue,  such  as  we  know  occurs  under 

appear  until  then.    They  exist  only  in  fat  the  similar  circumstances  in  the  higher  forms  of 

globules  of  which  have  assumed  their  polygo-  plants.    That  this  view  of  the  office  of  the 

nal  form,   so   that  it   would  appear    thtf  parts  is  correct,  he  considered  might  be  made 

last  process  for  the  development  of  fat  in  its  out  by  passing  from  the  fungi  to  the  lichens, 

perfect  state  is  the  production  of  these  minute  from  these  to  the  hepaticse,  mosses,  and  ferns, 

appendages  to  the  capillary  system.    It  must,  in  which  the  green  parts  are  undoubtedly  the 

however,  be  borne  in  mind,  that,  although  nutritive  tissue  of  the  plant,  and  the  ana- 

the  term  vessel  has  been  applied  to  them,  no  logues  of  the  leaves.     In  the  fongi,  however, 

evidence  whatever  can  be  adduced  either  of  it  would  appear  that  the  whole  body  mast 

the  existence  of  a  cavity  or  of  distinct  walls,  be  looked  upon  as  the  analogue  of  ^  flower 

The  term  vasa  is  here  applied  to  denote  that  in  the  higher  plants,  the  thaUus  being  in  this 

a  certain  part  exists  in  a  definite  position  family  at  its   minimum   of  development* 

with  certain  boundaries,  permeable  by  fluid  Hence,  then,  just  as  the  calyx  and  corolla 

injections,  and  possessing  generally  tolerably  stand  in  the  reUtion  of  nutritive  organa  to 

T^ahw  dimensions.     It  would  also  appear  the  mora  especially  reproductive  stamena 

that  their  formation  depends  upon  the  two  and  pistib,  so  the  pileus  and  stipes  stand  in 

sides  of  contiguous  vesicles  leaving  at  their  a  similar  relation  to  the  hymenium.    Ha 
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oondaded  with  some  obserrationsiipon  other  meot,  would  render  the  bUl  just  to  the  pro- 
abnormal  forms  of  fnngi,  one  of  which,  fesaion,  and  additionally  safe  to  the  oom- 
figured  by  Schoffer,   which  presents    two  mnnity  at  large. 

smaller  fiuagi  growing  upon  the  pileus  of  a  J.  Butler.  J.  H.AlUnson. 

larger  one,  he  considered  to  be  produced  in  T.Hallifu,  M.D.    R.  Gaut. 

the  same  manner  as  double  seeds  or  proU-  J.  Clarke.  W.  Caryl. 

ferons  flowers.  J.  S.  Turner.  W.  Locke. 


W.  Dakin.  R.  B.  Penny. 

W.  Denne.  A.  Prater. 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  WOOLWICH 

PRACTITIONERS.  *— 

7b  ike  JW.  Hon.  Sir  Jamee  Graham,  Bart.  ^„„  JfifwTi,^^T?L  .  ^.^ 

^e  i^e  ^H^  BIRMINGHAM  AND 

The  Humble  Memorial  of  the  undersigned  MIDLAND     DISTRICTS      MEDICAL 

legally-authorised  Medical  and  Surgical  ^^^  SURGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Practitioners  of  Woolwich,  uitheCounty  a    hiobly    respecUble    meeting    of   the 

o^  K«nt>  Medical  and  Surgical  Association  of  Bir- 

Sheweth, — ^That  your  Memorialists  feel  mingham  and  the  Midland    distriets  was 

grateftil  for  your  taking  into  consideration  held  at  Queen's  College  on  Thursday  last, 

the  present  anomalous  state  of  the  medical  to  reodve  the  Report  of  the  Sub-oommittee 

profession,  and  for  introducing  a  bill  into  on  the    Bill    of   Sir  James  Graham,  for 

parliament  to  regulate  the  practice  of  physic  regulating  the   Profession  of   Physic   and 

and  surgery  throughout  the  United  Kuag-  Surgery.     Tlie  Chair  was  occupied  by  Dr. 

dom.  Birt    Davies,  the   President;    Dr.    Male, 

That  your  Memorialists,  haYiog  coreftilly  though    present    at    the    meeting,    being 

oonsidered  the  olanses  of  the  said  bill,  are  of  unable  to  preside  though  indisposition.-^ 

opinion  that  the  operation  of  the  measure  After  a  lengthened  discussion,    in    which 

would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  profession,  Dr.  Bell  Fletcher,  Dr.  Melson,  Dr.  Mackay, 

and  beneficial  to  the  public,  if  provision  Mr.  Davies,  sen.,Coleshill;  Mr.  W.  Under- 

were  made  therein  that  a  part  of  the  Council  hill,  jun.  Tipton ;  Mr.  Green,  Mr.  Knowles, 

of   Health    be  chosen  from   that  class  of  Mr.  F.  Elkington,  Mr.  Harmor,  Mr.  San» 

medical  practitioners  to  be  termed  licentiates  ders,  and  other  members,  took  part,  it  was 

in  medicine  and  surgery,  inasmuch  as  they  resolved  unanimously — *^  That  the  Report  of 

ore  by  for  the  most  numerous,  and,  being  the    Sub-oommittee   be   odopted    by    this 

entrusted  with  the  heolth  of  a  great  majority  meeting,  and  diat  a  copy  of  the  Report, 

of  the  public,  consider  they  i£ould  have  a  signed  by  George  Edward  Male,  M.D.  the 

share  in  making  diose  laws  by  which  they  President  of  Uie  Association,  be  transmitted 

ore  to  be  here^ter  gOTemed.  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham  by 

Your  Memorialists    respectfiilly  declare  the  Honorary  Secretary."    lite  following  is 

their  belief  that  the  relaxation  of  any  existing  a  copy  of  the  Report  :-^ 

penalties  on  unlicensed  practice  would  tend  "  The  Sub-committee  appointed  by  the 

to  degrade  and  injure  properly  educated  and  Birmingham  and  Midland  Districts  Medical 

qualified   practitioners,    by    odmitting    to  and  Surgical  Association,  having  ascertained 

competition  with  them  a  multitude  of  igno-  that  the  bill  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 

rant   pretenders    to   medical  and  surgical  of  Commons  at  the  close  of  the  last  session 

knowledge,  who,  by  insuring  immediate  pay-  was  not  likely  to  be  ogain  submitted  to 

ment,  would  elude  that  part  of  the  bill  Parliament  without  considersble  modifica- 

which  incapacitates  them  to  recover  in  a  tion,  have  deemed  it  preferable  to  delay 

court  of  law.  bringing  the  members  of  the  Society  together 

Your  Memorialists  also  consider  that  the  to  receive  their   Report  until   they  were 

public  would  be  greatly  injured  by  not  pos-  enabled  to  lay  before  them  a  copy  of  the 

sessing  a  full  and  efficient  protection  against  bill  in  the  amended  form  in  which  it  should 

unlioensed  practice,  and  that  the  poor,  the  ultimately  be  introduced  by  the  government ; 

unwary,  and  the  credulotts,  would  be  left  and  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  last 

unprotected  sgainst  the  artifices  of  ignorant  bill,  as  printed  by  order  of  the  House  of 

and  reckless  empirics.  Commons  on  the  25th  of  January  last,  your 

Finally,  your  Memorialists  beg  to  express  Committee  report,  that  according  to  their 

theiroonviction,  that  the  inoertion  of  a  clause,  construction  the  objecte  it  is  proposed  to 

during  the  progress  of  the  bill  in  comnuttee,  attain  by  the  bill  in  question  are  as  follows : 

whereby    the    "visiting,    prescribing,    or  — 1.  To  discriminate  and  to  distinguish  all 

treating  diseases  or  bodUy  injuries  for  gain  persons  who  at  the  time  when  the  bill  shall 

or  emolument"  might  hie  made  a  misde-  come  into  operation  may  be  found  legally 

mtnour,  pumibable  by  fine  or  inprisoa-  qualified  to  practiae  MedUdne  and  Surgery* 
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2.  To  secure  by  adequate  teats  the  pos-  desire  to  express  tlieir  entire  and  lealoiw 

session  of  a  certidn  minimum  in  the  attain-  adoption  of  the  general  principles  that  per- 

ments  of  all  hereafter  desirous  of  acquiring  vade  Sir  James  Graham's  bill.    But  in  tfaos 

a  right  to  practise  in  any  medical  or  surgictd  oonourring  in  thon  great  and  enUghtened 

capacity;    which  minimum  shall    be    one  objects,  they  deem  it  proper  to  nil  tike 

highly  respectable  in  its  extent,  and  nnifonn  attention    of    the  Society  to  one  or  two 

in  kind ;   and  in  like  manner  to  provide  in  points  of  its  practical  operation  in  regard  to 

addition    an    uniform  and  more    derated  which  the  bill  may  probably  be  susceptible 

standard  for  all  such  as  possess  ability,  time,  of  improvement. 

and*  capital,  for  attaining  to  the  iummoa        **  Respectmg  the  ofienoes  reUtive  to  re- 

honore9  in  Medicine  and  Surgery.— 3.  To  gistration  contemplated  by  the  bill,  yonr 

register  all    persons    qualified  to    practise  Committee  would  desire  to  sea  tiie  courts 

Medicine  and  Surgery,  according  to  their  distinctly  specified  which  are  to  take  oogni- 

respectlTe  grades,  in  an  official  record  which  zance  of  such  offences,  inasmuch  as  it  seems 

shall  be  authoritative  and  easy  of  aooess ;  to  be  extremely  necessary  that  the  punish- 

giving  to  every  person  so  registered  a  right  ment  of  every  such  offence,  if  susceptible  of 

to  practise,    nnder  certain    conditions,  in  proof,  should  be  certain,  dieap,  and  som- 

every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.-*-4.  To  mary ;  and  that  the  invidious  duty  of  proae- 

make  the  introduction  of  these  arnmgementa  oution  should  not  be  left  to  tike  extremes  of 

prospective,  and,  as  fiur  as  may  be  possiblci  aealor  indiffereneeon  the  part  of  individnalsy 

without  prejudice  to  existing  rights.— 5.  To  but  always  discharged  under  the  snthority, 

recognise  in  a  medical  or  surgical  capacity  immediate   or   delegated^   of    the   central 

for  the  public  senrices  of  the  State  in  the  power. 

Supreme  Courts,  in  the  minor  tribunals,  and        "  Your  Committee  are  liutber  of  bpcuioa 

in  the  public  institutions,  those  practitioners  that  the  penalties  attached  to  &lse  pretence* 

only  who  shall  have  been  duly  registered  of  qualification  should,  if  possible,  be  ex- 

under  the  Act  proposed.-^.  To  exempt  the  tended  to  all  practice  in  medicine  and  snr* 

practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  all  gery  by  unqualified  parties,  and  apply  alike 

other  particulars  fh>m  the  restrs^ts  of  pre-  to  the  registered  and  to  iht  unregistered  i 

ceding  statutes  or  charters ;  but  to  leave  it  for  if  limited,  as  is  proposed,  to  tiie  latter 

snbject,  as  at  present,  to  the  remedy  by  a  only,  the  mere  Ikct  of  registration  in  any 

dvil  action  for  the  consequenoes  of  a  maU  grade  would  prevent  the  imposition  of  tho 

apraxia,  and  responsible,  as  at  present,  to  the  penalty  intended,  and  form  a  valid  plea  im 

(ximinal  law  whenever  a  death  shall  be  proved  answer  of  a  chaige  of  delusively  pretending 

to  have  ocourred  through  a  culpable  neglect  to  higher  honours  to  which  the  party  had  In 

or  ignorance.     The  power  of  the  Apothe-  truth  no  dhdm. 

caries' Company  to  prosecute  for  an  infringe-        "Lastly,  entertaining  a  strong  opinloa 

meat  of  their  privileges    is  also    left    as  that  the  State  is  not  at  liberty  to  tiae  for  par- 

heretofore ;  and  powers  are  given  for  punish-  poses  merely  fiscal  any  resources  which  am 

ing,  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  whoever  deatmctive  to.  life,  or  detrioBental  to  Che 

shall  be  convicted  of  assuming  anv  medical  health  or  mocala  of  the  community,  yoar 

or  Surgical  style,  title,  or  designation,  if  ttot  Committee  desire  to  express  their  regret 

dttlyregistered. — 7.  Lastly,  by  the  machinery  that  no  pro?iaion  has  been  made  by  this  blU 

of  a  Council  of  Health,  it  Is  proposed  to  -for  the  suppression-f-either  hnmediatBly  or 

bring  all  the  existing  bodies  who  are  c(m-  prospectivdy*-^  nostrums  and  secret  re- 

oemed  In  medical  and  surgical  edueatlott  medies,  many  of  which  are  known  to  exeraiae 

throughout  Great  Britain  under  one  central  a  bandU  influence  on  test   numbers  of 

authority,  ot  which  it  shall  be  the  fonotion  ignorant  and  crBduhnis  persons,  and   for 

to  render  their  proceedings  uniform,  restrain  which  injury  the  revenue  produced  by  tho 

the  tendencies  of  corporate  and  of  Indiridual  stamps  on  such  articles  would  seem  to  liTonl 

Interest  within  proper  bounds,  and  place  the  a  very  trifling  and  tnhdequnta  equitalsnt. 
entire  profossion  throughout  the  empire  in  a        '*  In  conclusion>  ytmr  Comndttee  denrQ 

dear  and  definite  relation  to  the  State.  to  ogress    their   gratitude  to  Sir  Jaasea 

'*  The  objects  thus  oontemplati^  by  the  Grahun  for  the  tery  able  and  saHsftctoty 

bill  now  before  Parliament  appear  to  your  measare  brought  forward  by  him  on  a  sabw 

Committee  to  embrace  the  chief,  if  not  the  ject  affecting  a  great  variety  of  interests,  and 

whole,  of  the  great  points  upon  which  it  beset  by  many  difficulties— <a  measure  whidi 

would  seem  advantageous,  expedient,  and  tbey  feel  assured  has  been  framed  in  an 

practicable  that  the  legislature  should,  at  ImpartiaL  spirit,  and  without  other  view  than 

the  present  time,  interfere  by  statute  in  that  of  promotiag  tlie  wdfere  of  Che  oooi- 

regulating  the  education,  conduct,  and  pri-  mnnity  at  large.   .And  they  reoommend  to 

vilegea  of  the  medical  and    sui^fical  pro<«  the  Society  #o  adopt  active  measurea  for 

fessiott.    And,  after  giting  their  best  con-  obtaining  the  support  and  assistance  of.  the 

sidenition  to  the  subject,  your  Oommlttee  ssemben  of  the  legUature  ooanectod  with 
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the  Biitnlngfaam  and  Midland  district  In  reading  and  writing  ia  founded  on  a  gOTern- 

pasaing  this  bill  into  a  law.  ment  order  of  Iha  year  1807. 

John  Birt  Daviea.    Janm  Johnatonei  On  admiaaion,  the  pnpii  ia  oompelled  to 

Samuel  Wriglit,        Tlwaaaa  Graen,  attend  two    oouraea    on    the    theory    and 

Bell  Fletcher,           Franda  Elkington,  practice  of  midwiferyi  o|ie  by  a  male  and 

William  Sanda  Cos,  Hon.  ^Sae,  the  other  by  a  female  profeaaor.    The  pupila 

George  Edward  Male,  PrendaU,  ace  divided  into  daaaes,  and  attend  in  the 

^— ...^_~._.-..>...._..^_— »~-^^  warda  night  and  day.     They  are  exercised 

REGULATIONS    RESPECTING  !Si^*;  "  5^^^  ^^ii^^Jl^^ 

^.^^^  ,,«.«,., .^c.  ,^T  « .  «Tc  chef,"  and  they  have  all  the dellTenea  whioh 
SAGES-FEMMES  IN  PARIS.  o^cur  daring  the  night.  The  day-deliverica 
[Wb  extract  the  foUowing  paper  from  the  areauperiatended  by  the  male  pupila.  They 
Gazette  M^irale,  in  order  to  ahow  how  «»  farther  inatmoted  in  the  treatment  of 
strict  our  neighbours  are  In  the  admia-  women  and  childreo  during  and  after  paiw 
aion  of  fcmalea  to  practbe  midwifery.  A  turition ;  and  if  they  conduct  themselvea 
great  reform  ia  on  Ae  point  of  being  carried  weU  for  an  entire  year,  they  are  admitted  to 
out,  in  conaequence  of  its  having  been  dia-  *  preliminary  examinatioa.  WeU  aatiafied 
covered  by  Orfila  that  many  licenaed  and  with  tiie  beneficial  reaulU  which  have  attended 
diplomated  female  practitioners  in  midwifery  thia  plan  at  the  Clinical  Hoapital,  OrfiU  la 
could  neither  read  nor  write.  In  Enghind,  endeavouring  to  work  out  the  aame  reform 
where  the  number  of  these  practitionera  ^  other  estobUahmenta  where  aagea-femmea  . 
probably  exceeds  a  thousand,  there  ia  no  •»  received ;  and  it  ia  probable  that  before 
sort  of  restraint  placed  upon  them.  Hiere  long  the  aystem  will  beoome  univeraal  In 
ia  no  government  order  for  testing  their  P«™»  ^d  it  wiU  then  be  extended  to  the 
knowledge  either  in  grammar  or  midwifery  I  provincae.  Hence,  in  a  few  yeara,  obatetric 
Ed.  Gaz.]  diplomaa  will  be  held  only  by  thoee  aagea- 

^    .        ,     ^ .  .    ,  «,      .   ,  femmet  who  can  read  and  write,  and  who 

Before  the  Cluucal  Hoq>ital  waa  eata-  lu^^e  gone  throngh  regular  oounea  of  prao- 

bliabed.  aagea-femmea  were  adaaitted  to  an  ^y^  |^  ^^^  „  theoretioal  inatmetion  in 

examination  in  midwifery  on  simply  pre-  midwtejry.— GortWe  M6diemU,  Mara  1848. 

aentiug  two  certificates,— <one  of  good  moral  _^__^_^______^,__.__,_^,^____________ 

conduct,  and  the  other  ahowing  that  they 

hnd  attended  a  theoretical  course  of  lecturoa  POISONING  BY  BREAD   CONTAIN- 

on  midwifery,  delivered  by  a  profeaaor  of  the  im a  watirvr  nv  n  w 

Faculty,  and  a  aecond  covael>nder  a  private  ^"^  ERGOT  OF  RYE. 

profeaaor,  or  a  aage-fename  en  chef.    IVac-  At  the  meeting  of  the  Academy  of  Sciencea 

tical  infection  ieeaa  to  have  been  but  on  January  ISth*  a  note  was  read  from  M. 

little  attended  to.     It  waa  not  even  aacer-  Bo^jean,  in  continuation  of  a  former  pom- 

tained  whether  the  candidate  could  read  and  munication,     detailing    the    oonaequenoea 

write ;  and  loud  complaints  were  made,  that  which  had  resulted  to  a  family  firom  the  use 

medioal  diplomaa  ahould  have  been  isaued  to  of  bread  containing  ergot  of  rye. 

peraona  who  had  received  no  instruction,  M.  Bonjean'a  letter  givea  an  account  of 

and  "  who  were  unable   to  write  a   few  the  autopay  of  a  child,  aged  10  yeara,  and 

linea,  without  making   many  grammatical  who  had  undergone  the  operation  of  ampu- 

miatakea."  tation  about  five  weeka  before  death,     tlie 

On   the  establishment   of  the   Clinical  examination  of  the  body  waa  made  by  Dr. 

Hoapital,  M.  Orfila    waa  determined   to  P^trequin,  principal  surgeon  to  the  Hdtel 

put  an  end  to  the  disgrace  thus  brought  on  Dleu  at  Lyons. 

the  obatetric  art;    and    rc^^tiona    of   a  Hie  brain  waa  healthy;  the  meningeal  veiua 

atriagcnt  kind   were  made   and   adopted,  were  much  distended  s  but  the  membranea  of 

in  order  to  control  the  admiaaion  of  aagea-  the  brain  were  not  diaeaaed.     A  deaaert- 

femmea,  in    respect    to  l^e    privileges  of  spoonful  of  roae-coloured  aerosity  waa  found 

praotioe.  in  eadi  lateral  ventricle.     The  two  inferior 

Thus,  to  obtain  admiaaion  to  the  Clinical  thirda  of  the  right  lung  were  in  an  advanced 

Hospital,   the  female  pupil  must  undergo  stage  of   pneomonis,   and    the  remaining 

an  examination  : — She   ia  made  to    write  third  in  the  aecond  stage ;  the  anterior  and 

under  dictation,  and  is  then  compelled  to  superficial  part  of  this  lui^  presented  a 

read  what  she  has  written.     If  the  results  single  abscess,  capable  of  containing  a  hen's 

be  satisfectory,  and  she  is  of  good  moral  egg.    The  left  lung  was  in  the  first  atage  of 

conduct,  ahe  ia  admitted ;   if  otherwise,  she  pneumonia.     There  were  neither  tubercles 

ia  rejected,  or  remanded  for  aix  months,  in  nor  small  abscesses.     The  liver  was  in  a 

order  that  ahe  may  improve  heraelf.     Out  of  perfectly  normal  atate. 

45 who presentedthenuelves forexamination.  The  veins  of  the  stumps  were  healthy; 

only  7  were  admitted,  3  remanded,  and  35  the  arteriea   were   converted   into  fibrous 

were  rqected.     This  regulation  respecting  cords  for  the  space  of  about  1^  inches  from 
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their  cat  extremities,  bat  they  presented  no  certain   limitB  may   be  considered   as  an 

other  alteration.    The  nerres  were  thickened  antidote. 

for  some  distance  towards  the  part  where  Venesection  acts  still  more  beneficsany  in 

they    liad    been    incised ;    elsewhere   they  cases    of   poisoning  by    the    sulphate    of 

appeared     healthy.  —  Comptes     JtentbUf  quinine. 

January  13th.  The  powder  of  the  digitalis  parpnrea  has 

also  appeared  to  exert  a  favourable  influeoce 


POISONING  BY  SULPHURIC  ACID.  J?  ^  ^^^n*?**™^  to.— Owy/et  Mendm», 

^^ebruary  10th. 

Wh  copy  the  following  from  the  Times'     

Report.     We  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  our  SUDDEN  ACCESS  OF  INSANITY, 
correspondents  at  Exeter  can  furnish  as 

with  the  particulars  of  the  case,  which  was  The  foUowing  U  a  singular  instance  of  the 

tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Erie.  suddenness  with  which  an  attack  of  insa- 

__           ^                          .,      ,    ^  nity  may  come  on  :    it  occurred  recently 

Western  areuit,  Exeter,  March  22.  ^t    Paris.      An     engraver,    after    having 

Samuel  Haydon    was  indicted    for    the  spent  twenty  years  on  the  engraving  of  a 

wilfulmurderof  Mary  Haydon,  his  daughter,  portrait,  took  the  proofs  to  a  publisher, 

on  the  19th  of  February.  who  had  agreed  to  purchase  the  plate.      In 

The    death    was   occasioned    by    vitriol  the  course  of  conversation  some  disparaging 

having  been  poured  down  the  child's  throat,  observations  were  made  on  the  work.      The 

but  it  appeared  that  in  that  neighbourhood  engraver  rushed  into  an  adjoining  room, 

the  poorer  classes  of  the  people  were  in  the  and    dashed  his  head  violentiy  against   a 

habit  of  using  vitriol  for  many  diseases.  stone  chimney-piece,  producing  severe  injury 

After  a  lengthened  trial,  the  Jury  acquitted  to  the  head,  on  a  recovery  from  whidi  it 

the  prisoner.  was  found   that  his    reason   was    entirely 

[What  strikes  us  as  extraordinary  in  the  gone, 

case  is,  that  the  fact  of  the  poorer  classes  of  It   was    long    since    remarked   by    the 

the  people  being  **  in  the  habit  qf  ueing  celebrated  PInel,  that  peraons  endowed  witii 

vitriol  for  nump  dieeasee,**  should  be  put  highly    sensitive  feelings,  might,    by    any 

forth  as  any  sort  of  justification  for  a  man  sudden  or  violent  emotion,  be  immediateij 

pouring  that  liquid  down  his  child's  throat  I  deprived  of  understanding.     Thus  an  attack 

This  would  argue  the  existence  of  a  de-  of  insanity  may  be  caused  in  a  moment,  by 

plorable  degree  of  ignorance  in  that  part  of  extreme   joy    or  terror.      He    gives  the 

England ;  for  we  should  have  supposed  that  following  curious  instances, 

there  could  have  been  no  grown-up  person  Duringthe  French  Revolution,  an  artiDery* 

who  was  not  aware  that  a  corrosive  liquid  man  proposed  to  the  Council  of   Public 

like  vitriol  could  not  be  poured  down  the  Safety  a  new  piece  of  artillery,  whidi  he 

throat  of  a  young  child,  under  whatever  had  invented,  and  which  was  to  have  the 

pretence,  without  endangering  or  destroying  most  deadly  effects  in  war.      A  day  was 

life. — En.  Qaz-"]  appointed  for  the  trial  of  this  invention  at 

—                                                                ■  Meudon,  and  Robespierre  wrote  a  letter  to 

RESEARCHES  the  inventor,  and  expressed  his  approbation 

UPON  THE   POISONOUS   EFFECTS  ^etJ"rr»'it  lll^JSJ^Si 

OF  SULPHATE  OF  QUININE.  motionless  on  reading  it,  and  he  was  sooa 

By  M.  Desidkrio.  afterwsrds  sent  to  the  Bicfitre,  in  a  state  of 

'  complete  dementia. 

Tbb  conclusions  deduced  by  the  author  from  About  the  same  time,  two  young  meut 

his  numerous   experiments    upon  animals,  brothers,  entered  the  army,  and  during  a 

as  well    as    clinical  observations,  are  the  bloody  action  one  of  them  was  killed  by 

following : —  the  side  of  his  brother.     The  latter  became 

The  effects  of  large  doses  of  sulphate  of  instantiy  motionless  like  a  statue,  and  lost 

quinine  upon  the  lower  animals  are  similar  his  reason.     He  was  conveyed  to  his  father's 

in  almost  every  respect  to  those  witnessed  house,  and  at  the  sight  of  him,  a  third  son, 

in  the  human  subject,  and  consist  in  lethargy,  owing  to  the  shock  produced  by  the  death 

difficulty  in  maintaining  the  erect  posture,  of  one  of  his  brothers  and  the  insanity  of 

tendency    to  immobility,   impaired  virion,  the  other,  became  also  insane.     They  were 

falling  of  the  eyelids.  for  many  years  confined  at  the  Bic^tre  under 

Acetate  of  morphine  and  alcohol  produce  the  care  of  Pinel. 

analogous  effects,  and  if  administered  will  There  is  a  well-known  case  related  by 

consequentiy  augment   the  deleterious  in-  Mr.  Travers,  {Conatitutional  Irritation),  of 

fluence  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  a  young  lady,  who  was  found  one  morning 

On   the  contrary,    cherry -laurel    water  in  a  state  of  complete  dementia  playing  with 

produces    an  opposite    effect,  and  withhi  tiie  fingers  of  a  skeleton,  which  had  been 
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placed  in  her  bed  the  night  before.  The 
terror  produced  by  the  sight  of  the  skeleton 
had  saddenly  caused  the  attack. 

Not  long  since  there  was  reported  in  this 
journal  the  case  of  a  naval  oflSoer  in  the 
command  of  one  of  the  ships  lately  fonniog 
the  sqaadron  off  Cork.  He  suddenly  rushed 
oil  deck,  ordered  the  ship  to  be  cleared  for 
action,  and  the  guns  to  be  pointed  and  fired 
on  the  town.  So  little  was  insanity  suspected, 
that  his  orders  were  about  to  be  obeyed, 
when,  fortunately,  it  was  resolved  to  delay 
the  execution  until  they  were  confirmed  by 
his  superior  in  command.  It  was  found 
that  this  officer  had  been  attacked  with 
mania,  the  cause  of  which  did  not  appear, 
but  as  it  was  not  brought  on  by  any  sudden 
or  violent  emotion,  it  may  have  been  in  this 
instance  long  dormant. 

The  sudden  occurrence  of  dementia,  under 
the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  renders 
it  difficult  to  suppose  that  this  form  of 
insanity  is  in  all  cases  necessarily  dependent 
on  physical  changes  in  the  brain. 

ON  QUARANTINE, 

AS  APPBIED  to  TBI  PRVTSNTION 
OF  THB  PLAOUS. 

By  M.  Aubkut  Roori. 

Ton  author,  after  having  traced  the  various 
changes  which  the  system  of  quarantine  has 
undergone  in  several  countries,  proceeds  to 
inquire  into  the  effects  as  rei^trds  France, 
in  a  commefdal  and  financial  point  of  view, 
and  concludes,  that  quarantine  exists  only 
to  the  genersi  detriment  of  the  interests 
of  France.  'With  respect  to  the  public 
health,  he  observes  that  it  is  more  injurious 
than  useful,  since,  if  the  plague  be  conta- 
gious, France  is  by  no  means  protected 
against  its  admission,  as  it  may  be  in* 
traduced  into  Paris  by  a  traveller  coming 
from  England,  or  a  bale  of  merchandise 
from  Antwerp. — Connie*  Rendui,  Jan.  13th. 

RUPTURE  OF  THE  LIVER. 

A  BOT  fell  from  a  coal -waggon,  and  the 
wheels  passed  over  his  body.  When  seen 
by  a  medical  practitioner,  he  was  insensible, 
and  there  was  paralysis  of  the  lower  ez- 
tremitiea,  depending  on  fracture  of  the 
lumbar  vertebrae,  and  laceration  of  the 
spinal  cord.  The  urine  and  fteces  had  been 
passed  involuntarily.  Death  took  place  in 
five  hours.  The  most  remarkable  feature  in 
the  case  was  the  entire  absence  of  any 
mark  of  external  it^ry  in  the  region  of 
the  abdomen,  which  was,  however,  tumid. 
On  opening  the  cavity  a  large  quantity  of 
blood  escaj^,  and  when  this  was  removed 
it  was  discovered  that  the  liver  had  been 
ruptured  transversely  throughout  its  whole 


extent.  It  was  completdy  divided,  and  aa 
cleanly  as  if  it  had  been  cut  with  a  knife. 
The  hsBmorrhage  had  evidently  proceeded 
firom  the  portal  vessels. — (Mr.  Kingdom: 
Laneet,  March  22.) 

[This  is  an  interesting. cafe,  illustrating 
forcibly  the  view  entertained  by  Chanssier, 
that  in  violence  to  the  soft  parietea  of  the 
abdomen  there  may  be  extensive  internal 
mischief  without  any  corresponding  indica- 
tion of  violence  externally.  The  reporter  of 
the  case  states  that  there  was  '*  not  the  Ua»t 
mark  on  the  skin."— En.  Gaz.] 

PHTHISIS  IN  CETACEA. 

M.  L.  B^nard,  of  Caen,  on  examining  the 
carcass  of  a  female  porpoise  cast  ashore  on 
the  Coast  of  Brittany,  found  the  left  lung 
almost  entirely  filled  with  tubercles, — to  such 
an  extent  that  the  pulmonary  texture  had  in 
a  great  measure  disappeared.  There  ex- 
ist^ at  the  same  time  numerous  firm  ^pleu- 
ritic adhesions  of  the  same  side.  The  oppo- 
site lung  was  sound,  and  there  was  no  trace 
of  tuberole  in  any  other  organ.  The  adipose 
tissue  was  generally  scanty,  and  of  a  yellow- 
ish tint.  This  fact,  observes  M.  B^nard,  is 
curious,  as  indicating  that  tuberculous 
masses  are  formed  of  concentric  layers, 
which  may  be  easily  detached  the  one  from 
the  other.  The  different  constitution  of  the 
skin  of  those  animals  living  in  a  dissimilar 
medium  from  that  of  man,  suggests  various 
reflections  as  to  how  far  disturbed  cutaneous 
function  is  concerned  in  the  etiology  of 
pulmonary  tubercles.  •—  Revue  MidieaUt 
Jan.  1645. 

^-11  I  -  -  —       -- 

COAL  AS  FUEL. 

AccoRDiNO  to  Mr.  Beroan,  the  first  legal 
notice  which  we  have  of  this  useful  article 
being  employed  as  fbel  in  this  country, 
occurs  about  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century. 
In  the  chartulary  of  Newbottle,  there  is  a 
grant,  in  1109,to  the  monks,  by  De  Quincey, 
Constable  of  Scotland,  of  the  coal  between 
Whiteside  and  Pinkie.  In  1239,  Henry  III. 
granted  a  charter  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Newcastle,  to  dig  for  coal,  which  is  the  first 
legal  mention  of  the  fuel  in  England. 

PREVENTION  OF  MILK   ABSCESS. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gaiette, 

Sir, 
I  MUST  beg  to  complain  of  a  communication 
from  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  of  Glasgow,  in  your 
last  No.  He  gives  a  quotation  from  Dr. 
Marshall  Hall's  "Practical  Observations 
and  Suggestions,"  enjoining  the  application 
of  the  newly-born  infant  to  the  breast  with 


880 


MORTALITY  TABLE  FOR  THE  BIETROPOLIS. 


proBiptitaib  and  penevennoe,  u  a  meani  of 
ensuring  nfety  from  milk  ab§cen.  Mr* 
Pfttanon  daimi  the  plan  aa  hia  own ;  and 
refara  to  a  papar  of  bia  in  the  Lancet,  Maf 
18,  1844.  On  referring  to  the  said  paper, 
I  iind  that  it  does  not  oontain  a  single  word, 
or  any  reference,  direct  or  remote,  to  the 
enbjeot  treated  of  by  Dr.  Mardiall  Hall.  I 
mm  dMrefore  at  a  loss  to  understand  why 
Mr.  Peterson  should  have  felt  occasion  to 
addreas  yon  op  the  snfajeot.  Tmsting  to 
yomr  candour  to  insert  these  few  remarks, 
I  am,  sir. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

CHITO. 

March  97, 1845. 

— ^— ^— ^■^■•^■■'■™— ^""^"-^    ■ 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Garlick,  of  Leeds,  Dr.  Cooper, 
and  Mr.  Sleight,  will  perceive  that  the  sub- 
ject to  which  their  letters  refer  is  noticed  in 
our  leading  article. 

Prof.  Gregory's  communication,  On  a 
"New  Method  of  procuring  Phosphoric  Acid, 
will  be  inserted  next  week. 

Dr.  Kingston's  request  shall  be  attended  to. 

We  shaU  be  obliged  to  Dr.  J.  W.  Griffith 
if  he  will  forward  us  the  papers  to  which  he 
refers* 

There  is  some  truth  in  '*  Crilo's"  stric- 
tures on  the  antiquated  cases. 

The  signatures  are  required  to  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Hereford  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Ritchie's  first  paper  on  the  Ovary, 
&c.  shall  have  eariy  insertion.  We  should 
like  to  receive  the  other  papers  in  continua- 
tion. 

*'An  Occasional  Contributor  and  Con- 
stant Reader,"  under  the  present  bill  can  only 
register  as  "surgeon."  Being  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Iieipxig,  he  possesses 
no  legal  title  to  practise  as  a  *'  physician" 
in  England,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  regis- 
tered as  such.  We  would  advise  him  to 
wait  until  the  bill  becomes  law.  If  he  can 
satisfy  any  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians 
that  his  diploma  has  been  obtained  bondjide, 
by  residence  and  examination,  we  do  not 
think  he  will  experience  any  difficulty  in  ac- 
quiring a  1^^  right  to  register  as  a  physi- 
cian without  undergoing  an  additions!  exa- 
minstion.  See  the  latter  part  of  the  16th 
clause. 

ComvunicatkjDs  have  been  received  from 
M.D.,  Mediator,  Omicron,  Dr.  T.  Mayo, 
Dr.  Ritchie,  Mr.  R.  H.  Meede,  of  Bradford, 
Mr.  Dermott,  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  H.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  G.  B.  ChUds. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Oentiemw  who  htnt  obtained  Ceriificatett" 
March  27. — J.  Brown,  Bridgenorth,  Salop. 
-— W.  H.  Benson,  Whitehaven,  Cumberland. 
— S.  6.  Downing,  Congleton,  Cheshire. 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  SURGEONS  OF 
ENGLAND. 

Lut  qf  Omthmen  admUUd  MtwAtrw, 
Marek  28.  -^  A.  'J.  Yandenbur^.  —  R, 
Bryden.-— P.  Hndaon. — E.  C.  DeCveqiigiiy. 

—J.  G.  L.  Marsh.— H.  T.  Lomax. — J.  E. 

Taylor.— J.  Foster.— J.  Moon.— J.  H. 
Gaody.^-J.  Atterbary. 

MORTALITY  or  thb  METROPOLIS. 

J>eaih9  Jrom  all  eatues  registered  m  ihm 
week  ending  Saturday  ^  March  22. 

ALLCAUsaa...., 1197 

SraciriBo  Cacsbs 1196 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagious)  Diseases,  ITS;  among 
which,  of— 

Small  FOX 99 

Measles  9S 

Bcariatina  37 

Hooping  Cough  si 

Croup  9 

Thrush    4 

Diarrhcsa    9 

Dysentery 4 

Cholera o 

Influenia s 

Typhus    9ft 

11.— Dropsy,  Cincer,  and  other  Diseaaea 
ox  uncertain  or  variablaaaat,  114 ; 
among  which,  of— 

Hemorrhage 9 

Dropsr 99 

Scrofula O 

Cancer 10 

Atrophy is 

Debility  97 

Sudden  Deaths 99 

III.— Diaeasssof  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves*  and  Senses,  190)  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus 41 

Apoplexy.. 90 

Paralysis 98 

Convulsions 99 

Insanity  1 

Delirium  Tremens  9 

IV.— Diseaaes  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  the 
other  Oraan's  of  Bespiimtion.  411  \ 
among  which,  of    . 

l^eumoiua 80 

Rydrothorax 8 

Asthma  ...» 84 

Phthisis  or  CouBumpCion  ....  160 

Diseases  of  the  Longs,  kc. ...  99 

v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  49 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Lhrer,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  99 ; 
among  winch,  of— 

l^etl^ 99 

Gastritis 1 

Enteritis 90 

Tabes  19 

Hernia 9 

Disease  of  Stomach,  &c 7 

Disease  of  Liver,  &c. 10 

VII.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  Ike 19 

VIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Utema, 
dK.  IS :  among  which,  of— 

Childbirth 8 

Disease  of  Uterus S 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,&c 9 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  ftc.  1 

XI.-OldAge 89 

XII.— Violence.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance   48 

Wilson  &  Ooilvy,  57f  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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DR.  HARE  ON  LIEBI6  AND  HIS  ^J"***  leaving  behind  him  manj  fortresses, 

CHEMISTRY.  o^  ^,Ucl>  the  knowledge  had  prevented  mor« 

_^  cautions  and  considerate  leaders  from  having 

In  a  recently  pnbHAed  letter,  one  of  tbe  S^'-I^f  "IS?^'?  the  tame  «peditioo. 

■dmirers  of  Liafig  hai  deuiribed  him  to  be  Ne»erthelejs,  the  phdoMpher  of  Gieneo  baa 

in  chemtetry  "what  Newton  and  Laplace  •«»'"*  '.*«?»  "^  attentoon  ta  the  peat 

were  in  art^nomy  and  mathematics  1"    He  J'^"'  phy-cuna  ud  agnodtaraluta  whKk 

b  alM  «ud  to  be  not  10  mnch  an  expounder  ?^°?!"  ^  8^**  ^  he  wather  de- 

of  chemiatry,  or  an  operator  in  chemistry,  a>  !?^  JS?'"*S1°*^  *^  readers  of  hu  enaya. 

C»«m;,fty  itself  I    Siere  are  always  two  T**^  IT^  "L"  •'?^?' .*^ '^ 

sides  to  e»ery  qnestion ;   and  as  we  have  "r'tjri~<>'«»«"»^"»d»egetabiephynology, 

now  been  ac^med  for  a  Tery  long  time  ^"f '!  "  ^HT^^  present  state  of  <*e. 

to  hear  nothing  bat  the  most  Aibomeldob-  "?^.^u  "H?"    **«2*»«'.  *•  P<>P«^?y 

tion  of  Liebig,  eren  from  men  who  ought  to  '"^  "*  •■"  ?«  ^^  "^L^  »'^"  " 

boast  of  beii^  countrymen  of  a  Dayy  and  a  "^  ""e  path,  who  may  rectify  Us  mor^ 

Faraday,  we  only  think  it  fair  ta  quote  the  f"^  nmedy  "ome  of  his  omisnoos.  wrthoat 

sentimmts  of  oi4  whose  views  are  Sot  likely  ""P?"™*  what  la  iwUy  true  in  hu  doetrmes. 

to  be  biassed  on  the  subject.    We  eztrart  .. '^^  *?  **,.??  "T*^  eiempMcahon  of 

the  foUowing  remarks,  which,  in  our  indg-  ?*  ««>'».*»  ^^J^V  ".  «»*ctoi  *•«« 

ment,  give  a  fair  exposition  of  Liebig  and  ™"--      P**"  "^  ^  foltowmg  maxim  :— 

some  of  his  doctrines,  from  an  introd^jtory  '  'J*"  "'  ""^•"Z' '".  '**  *? **'  f*" 

lecture  deUveied  by  Dr.  Hate,  Professor  of  "•efcV  «"«»««/«*..  butthoteontfcmhope 

Chemistry  in  the  Unifersity  of    Pennsyl.  1*  IT^*,,'' ^*"  *^**  •T'"?^' <*~"^*' 

vania.    We  beUereUiat  the  iL^ure  itself  bss  *"•«!'•       »  ""^  be  endent  to  eway  per- 

had    only    a    limited    circulation    in    this  "°  "^"^  S*T*?.  "  -?^^^  ■»«»«"• 

country,  slthough  it  deserves  to  be  esten-  ^  ^.  although  it  may  be  neocMary  to 

'  eyes  must  be  upon  the  path  {   and  that  in 

In  these,  I.  e.  his  [Liebig]  phyriologicsl  "»«*  cases  the  safest  and  ^siest  »oJ  of 

speculatioils.  I  conceive  he  iSi  in  variouTfai-  "^  """^  *•*  """"''  *^^  f?"?^.!?' 

^noes  been  bold,  hasty,  inconsiderate,  and  L^i  A- 'J'™?  •"'"*  "^T'"  '^ll^H 

inaccurate*,  but  stiU,  hL  sdvanced  mailyin.  '"""^  "«»"«  '  .•?"«•  would  probably  (M 

genious  idess  which  are  Ukely  to  be  highly  f"  »<"»?.  ?•■•«?•?'  »"•  t^^We  mto  s^ 

Serviceable  to  physiological  cfiemistry.    Hi  «"»!"  *J"*   ""f^»  /^P«   ""^  "''"• 

has  quite  as  mudi  merit  in  holding  up  idess,  ^f^l?^.  *^. »°°'°?'  '^*^  mountain  ce«. 

before  existing,  in  a  new  and  popuJ  form  ''"'''"'T':    !•  "^  the  hna<«)ns  rnle 

as  in  soggestii^  such  as  are  altVgitber  origi-  °(  f^  '^''  T^.  '  ^  *P>^J^ 

nal.    y"  I  wJuld  Uken  him  to  a  military  •U?*'"^  P^  a  theorist,  who,  keeping  hia 

leader,  who.  after  marching  through  a  conn-  """'  **»   ""•*.  °1»»  «ome  hypothetical 

try.  with  drums  beating  ISd  colours  flying,  "S?!'  """^^k'  mjnrmountable  olqectiona 

stould  have  his  trumprts  loudly  sound<^,  L  "^  ^,'^  attenUon  to  Acta  wo^  mdce 

if  a  complete  conqu^  had  b^  efl-ected;  »"*"'•'    "■*  »«*  ^»^  exemplified  hia 

r                   ^                                                    »  own  mnraA  > 


._    own  course 


*  For  what  I  consider  aa  a  palpable  instance         Some  of  the  ezoellent  practical  iUggei- 

S'iJ!!ll..iVIf™*l!  ^'  iJ^*^P°ftli  '^'^  ^  ?/  t»ons  with  respect  to  agriculture  which  are  to 

"  Pamphlet  on  the  salt  radical  theory,"  page  31.  u^  /^„.»j  :„    t  :.k:.*.        i.  *  *i.    i 

Alto  §illhnan*s  Journal,  vol.  xlv.;  W  HM,  ^  ^^^  }\  Li«bJg  ■  work,  are  not  the  leas 

Oct.  IMS.  worthy  of  bemg  tried  in  practice  because 

906.— XXXV.  3  H 
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thejowe  their  orig^in  to  Sir  Humphry  Davy,  carbonic  add,  and  infen  that  the  carbon  ia 

I  allode  to  the  necessity  of  attending  to  the  all  the  mineral  coal  known,  bears  b«t  a  email 

chemical  constitation  of  soils  and  manures,  proportion    to  that  thus  existing    in    the 

so  that  one  may  be  of  a  nature  to  correct  aeriform  state. 

the  defects  of  the  other.    AU  that  Ltebig  It  is  known  that  inland  plants  yield  by 

alleges  of  the  reagency  of  gypsnm,  of  am-  incineration,  potassa,  the  actiTc  matter  of 

monia,  bone,  earth,   urine,   carbonic  add,  common  soap  ley.     Plants  on  the  borders  of 

and  of  the  alkalis,  seems  to  me*well  worthy  the  ocean  yield  soda,  an  analogous  substance, 

of  attention,  though  partially  inconsistent  In  various  spedes  of, grain  certain  salts  are 

with   the  experimental  inferences    of   Dr.  found  to  exist  always  in  a  certain  ratio. 

Jackson,  a  distinguished  American  chemist*.  Now,  however  minute  are  the  proportions 

Ordinary  fires  being  supported  by  the  of  these  substances,  Liebig  correctly  avers, 

union  of  atmospheric  oxygen  with  the  char-  as  I  beiiere,  that  their  absence  incapadtates 

coal  and  the  hydrogen  of  fuel,  while  the  a  soil  for  the  successful  cultivation  of  the 

respiration  of  animals  is  attended  by  a  union  kind  of  plant  requiring  them, 

between  atmospheric  oxygen  and  the  carbon  This  distinguished  chemist  concon  with 

of  the  blood,  it  has  long  been  apparent  that  the  celebrated  Davy  in  representing  plants 

a  large  consumption  of  oxygen  must  be  thus  as  taking  up  all  soluble  matters  presented  to 

necessarily  occurring.     On  the  other  hand,  their  roots  in  a  saffidently  dilutml  atate,  bet 

the  observation,  that  from  the  leaves   of  appears  to  be  peculiar  in  the  opinion  that  it 

vegetables  exposed  in  water  to  the  solar  rays,  is  only  that  portion  of  carbon  which  is  in 

a  copious  emission  of  oxygen  ensued,  and  the  .state  of  gaseous  carbonic  acid  whidi 

the  Tact  that  carbon  was  found  largely  to  forms  their  food. 

enter  into  thdr  composition,  led  very  natu*  According    to     Davy,     Berzelins,     and 

rally  to  the  inference  that  animals  inspire  others,  vegetable  matter,  constituting  humus 

oxygen,  and  give  out  carbon  ;   while  vege-  or  geiiie,  yields  certain  acids,  which,  being 

tables,    respiring   the    gaseous    compound  absorbed,  are  the  means  of  nutrition.     But 

formed  with  carbon  by  oxygen,  called  car*  both  Davy  and  Liebig,  the  latter  especially, 

bonio  add  gas,  emit  oxygen,  retaining  the  consider  that  carbonic  acid  is  imbibed  by 

carbon.  the  vegetable  foliage,  the  carbon  being  assi- 

But    some    contradictory    observations  milated  and  the  oxygen  exhaled.     Of  course 

had  caused  this  view  of,  the  subject  to  be  water  is  all-important,  and  appeara  to  be 

represented  as  incorrect ;   and  the  question  received  through  the  leaves  as  well  as  the 

haa  always  been  undedded.     Liebig  has,  roots. 

with  great  ability,  taken  that  side  of  this  Lignin,  which  constitutes  the  fibres  of 
question,  to  which  I  have  always  adheredf.  wood,  hemp,  flax,  and  those  of  plants  in 
He  considers  that  the  carbon  in  vegetables  general,  also  sugars,  gum,  starch,  and  other 
is  due  to  the  absorption  of  carbonic  add,  analogous  vegetable  products,  consist  merely 
and  infers  that  it  is  thus  that  the  enormous  of  water  and  carbon.  Nitrogen  exists  in 
consumption  of  oxygen  by  fires  and  animal  plants  in  comparatively  small  proportion  ; 
respirstioB  is  compensated.  He  shows  by  yet  its  presence  appears  to  be  of  primary 
calculation  that,  agreeably  to  analysis,  there  importance,  since  it  has  a  sort  of  ubiquity  in 
are  three  thousand  millions  of  millions  of  the  organs  and  juices.  But  although  this 
pounds  of  carbon  in  the  akr  in  the  state  of  element  forms  nearly  four-fifths  of  the 
■ — - — — -  atmosphere,  it  seems  to  be  generally  conceded, 

*  Doctor  Jackson  is  of  opinion,   that   the  and  is  by  Liebig  urged,  that  it  is  not  directly 

ammoniaciU  salts  Mt  in  a  different  way  from  obtained  from   that  source   by  vegetation, 

that  stated  by  Liebig— that  the  carbonate   of  a^^^.i-  «  ♦«  ♦.!,:„  .,i.;i^««.»w*-    •    »«>e;i%n. 

ammonia  arts  upon  tfie  organic  matters  of  the  Accordmg  to  this  philosopher,  a  previous 

soil,  and  renders  the  organic  adds  neutral  snd  conversion  mto  ammonia,  by  a  union  with 

soluble— decomposes  and  renders  inert  noxious  hydrogen,  is  requisite ;    this  alkali,  and  the 

metallic  salts  and  other  compounds.  carbonir  arid  with  which  it  unites   when  ex. 

Dr.   Jackson   objects  that    Liebig   has    not  «»roonic  acia  wiin  wnicn  ii  uniiea,  wnen  ex. 

produced  any  instance  where  a  plant  has  been  posed  to  the  atmosphere,  being  mainly  tbe 

raised  by  a  aolntion  or  other  preparation  of  food  of  plants.     But  though  nitrogen  per- 

ammonia  in  a  purely  siUcious  or  other  pure  vades  vegetable  organisation,  it  abonnda  in 

earthy  soil.    This  question  is,  therefore,  open  ^""^  Tc^Bv-t/.^wi^-tii*-  i»*..,  -^  •         *«  ~» 

for  research,  and  experiments  have  been  in-  a  larger  proportion  in  that  of  animals  :  hence 

stituted  to  decide  it.     (That  ammonia,  in  the  it  has  been  a  question  how  animals,  feeding 

state  of  cM-bonate,  or  in  solution  in  water,  has  a  ©fi  vegetablee  only,  are  supplied  with  a  suflS- 

great  effect  in  stimulating  plants,  has  long  been  *    •*.               t*     if^ii    ^.^.....^  :.^ 

known  to  gardeners ;  but  they  also  know  that  ciency  of  mtrogen.    It  naturally  occurred,  in 

the  plant  so  treated  soon  perishes.    It  would  the  case  of  vegetebles,  that  they  might  derive 

wffxn  to  be  an  analogous  case  to  that  of  plants  ft  from  the  atmosphere  during  respiration  ; 

stimulated  by  chlorine,  but  not  supplied  with  a  K«f  o-«-.-;«,««f-i    ;«»A«f;«.of;J;«   k.a  aVAam 

proportionally  inrrea^  aUowance  of  food).-  «>"*  experiment^  investigation  has  shown 

Webater's  edition  of  Liebig's  Organic  Chemistry,  that  there  is  no  absorption  of  nitrogen  dnnng 

P-^y-.     ....            ,      .      ^  that  process  tending  to  justify  this  inference. 

t  This  side  of  the  question  has  been  expen-  #p|\,_    *_  xj.^  annnlv  of  nftmMm  fn  Hm 

mentally  supported  by  Professor  DaubenyTof        ^\^*  *■*  «»e  supply  of  nltrog^  to  tlic 

Oxfbrd,  Bagland.  vegeUble  and  animal  kingdom,  Nature,  frooi 
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ODnndentionswhicliaretinonitaUetohomaii  barbon  in  tbe  tiasum,  as  Liebig  seems  to 

nasoot  prefers  an  indirect  and  preoarions  believe.     It  has  stmck  me  that  the  necessity 

imiroe  to  one  which  is  saperabundant  and  of  atmospheric  oxygen  to  fishes  would  hardly 

always  at  hand.  Nor  is  this  the  only  instance^  be  ascribed  satisfactorily  to  the  ponderable 

Fishes,  winch  swim  in  an  clemeni  conaistiag  matter  thns  reoeired  through  their  gillsi  or 

of  eight  parts  in  nine  of  ozygctty  are  da*  any  heat  which  it  may  produce.     I  have 

peadent  for  this  prindple  on  the  contact  of  anspccted  that  there  was  some  imponderable 

their  gflk  wt^  a  asinnle  poitlaB  of  air  fluid,  supplied  to  thenenrons  system  by  the 

absorbed  from  the  atmoepheie.  process  in  question,  to  which  the  classes  of 

But  Uebig  alleges  that,  as  a  large  por*  animals,  enjoying  the  benefits  of  it  ezten- 

tion  of  vegetable  diet  merely  serves  to  yield  aively,  are  indebted  for  the  superiority  over 

the  carbon  required  for  respiration,  there  is,  those  which  do  not  enjoy  that  Advantage  lo  a 

in  the  residoe,  a  due  proportion  of  nitrogen  similar  extent, 

forming  flesh  and  blood  ;  since  it  has  been  One  of  the  greatest  services  rendered  by 

shown  by  recent  analyses  that  in  beans,  the  anthor  whose  opinions  are  uoder  consi'^ 

wheat,  and  other  grain,  there  sre  substances  deration,  is,  as  I  think,  in  directing  attention 

capable  of  isolation  which  are  identical  in  to  the  diiferent  offices  performed  by  two 

composition  with  the  fibrous  matter  of  the  classes  of  vegetable  products  which  may  be 

blood  or  fibrin,  and  with  serum  or  white  of  distinguished  as  nitrogenised  and  as  devoid 

egg,  called  albumen,  also  with  milk  curd  or  of  nitrogen.    All  the  various  species  of  sugar, 

casein.    Thus  animals  find  ready  formed  in  sterch,  gum,  or  mucilage,  oil,  fat,  and  |^la« 

some  parts  of  vegetables,  if  not  in  all,  the  tine,  are  represented  as  having  a  tendem7 

ingrediente  of  their  flesh  and  hlood.     But  rather  to  go  to  the  support  of  the  respiratory 

some  of  the  most  abundant  articles  of  vege*  process,  or  to  produce  obesity ;  while  the 

table  food,  such  as  sugar,  starch,  gum,  fat,  fibrin  and  albumen  of  flesh  and  blood  are  sus^ 

oil,  &c.,  being  devoid  of  nitrogen,  cannot  tained  by  those  portions  of  animal  and  vege- 

alone  eontribate  to  the  formation  of  flesh,  table  food  which  contain  nitrogen  in  nearly 

They  go,  says  Liebig,  to  support  the  fire  in  the  same  proportion  as  it  existe  in  them.  The 

the  lungs,  where  thirteen  ounces  and  a  half  greater  vigour  of  a  horse  when  fbd  on  oate  or 

of  carbmi  are,  on  an  average,  daily  consumed  maiseis  in  this  way  explained,  by  the  greater 

by  a  man,  causing  as  much  heat  as  would  proportioaof  mattsr  contained  in  such  grain* 

raise  three  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  of  which  is  of  a  nature  to  compensate  the  wear 

water  to  the  temperature  of  the  blood.  of  the  muscles. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  same  author  that  all  Highly  worthy  of  consideration,  also,  are 

the  oxygen,  thus  combined  with  carbon,  is  Liebig's  suggestions  respecting  the  services 

in  the  first  instance  taken  up  by  the  protoxide  rendered  by  theine,  a  peculiariy  highly  nitro* 

of  iron  in  the  venous  blood,  which,  being  genised  principle,  oommon  both  to  tea  and 

consequently  changed  in  eolour,  causes  the  coffee.     Liebig  ingeniously  shows  that  this 

reddening  of  the  blood  ere  it  pasaes  into  the  principle  requires  only  an  addition  of  water 

arteries.     To  this  it  has  been  objected  that  and  oxygen  in  order  to  convert  it  into  taurincv 

the  quantity  of  iron  in  the  blood  is  inade*  an  active  principle  of  the  bile.   The  extensive 

quate  to  take  up  a  sufficiency  of  oxygen  ;  use  of  tea  and  coffee  by  civilised  nations  thus 

and  it  appears  to  me  that  were  the  fact  to  be  appears  to  have  been  the  result  of  a  sort  of 

as  suggested,  the  heat  would  be  evolved  in  instinctive  empirical  research,  leading  to  foe- 

tbe  lungs,  where  the  absorption  of  oxygen  nefidal  results,  which  physicians  were  here* 

takes  place ;  not  in  the  capillaries,  where  it  is  tofore  unable  to  appreciate  or  explain.     In 

transferred  to  carbon.  fint,  as  food,  coffee  and  tea  were  heretofore 

Moreover,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  as  prot-  considered  as  almost  valueless ;  but  now  it 

oxide  of  iron  is  of  a  more  dingy  red  than  appears  that  they  serve  to  famish  nitrogen  in 

arterial  blood,  it  would  be  incompetent  to  a  more  concentrated  form  to  those  whose 

colour  this  liquid,  as  alleged,  unless  assisted  indolent  habits  might  be  incompatible  with 

by  some  other  agent,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  consumption  of  sufficient  quantity  of 

sulpho-cyanhydric  acid,  which  has  been  here*  ordinary  nutriment  to  obtain  a   requisite 

tofora  represented   as  participating  in  the  quantity  of  that  element, 

result.  There  is  nothing  which  seems  more  com- 

It  would  seem,  on  the  whole,  that  Liebig  pletely  impenetrable  to  the  huBsan  mind  than 

has,  in  this  respect,   contributed  more  to  the  power  of  vitality.  Probably  in  no  instance 

enforce  than  to  alter  the  opinions  offered  by  is  this  power  better  exemplified  than  in  the 

me  on  this  subject  in  the  former  editions  of  changes  which,  by  means  of  the  vital  spark* 

my  text-book.    Yet  I  have  always  thought  take  place  in  aeeds  and  eggs.    In  the  latter, 

that  a  machinery  so  complicated  as  that  em-  especially,  the  principle  of  life  aeems  to  hold 

ployed  in  the  process  of  respiration  could  in  diedc  those  chemical  affinities  which,  so 

not  have  been  devised  merely  for  the  genera-  soon  as  it  is  extinct,  convert  into  a  putrid 

tion  of  animal  heat  or  the  oxidiiement  of  mau  that  widGh*  lift  endnring^  woidd  be 
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transformed  into  a  young  bird.    The  Tital  organi,   the  co-operation  of  a   syitein    of 

power  of  animal  and  vegetable  organisation  organs,  and  their  power  not  only  to  produce 

not  only  counteracts  the  conflicting  affinities  their  component  parts  from  the  food  pre> 

of  inorganic  atoms  :  it  also  endows  groups,  sented  to  them,  but  to  regenerate  themsdires, 

constituted  of  little  else  than  three  or  four  of  in  their  original  form  and  endowed  with  all 

those  atoms,  with  powers  analogous  to  those  their  properties,  are  characters  beiongiD^  ez- 

inherent  in  simple  elementary  atoms,  and  dusively  to  organic  life,  and  oonstitatie  a 

thus  extends  immeasurably  the  bounds  of  formofreproductionindepen(|^nt  of  chemical 

useful  chemical  reaction.  powers.    The  chemical  forces  are  subject  to 

I  infer  that  the  organs  of  animals  and  the  invisible  cause  by  which  this  fortn  is 

"vegetables  have  two  modes  of  effecting  the  produced,  and  of  the  existence  of  which  we 

object  for  which  they  were  created.     In  one  are  made  aware  only  by  the  phenomena  which 

mode,  in  which  chemical  reaction  would  fail  it  induces.     Its  laws  must  be  investigated 

to  accomplish  the  requisite  transformations,  just  as  we  investigate  those  of  other  powers 

being  such  as  affect  masses  rather  thax\  their  which  produce  motion  and  changes  m  matter. 

component  atoms,  the  organs  react  directly.  The  chemical  forces  are  subordinate  to  thb 

in  a  mode  entirely  hidden  from  our  view,  cause  of  life,  just  as  they  are  to  electricity. 

There  is,  as  Uebig  justly  alleges  ol  such  phe-  heat,  and  mechanical  force.      Such  is  the 

nomena,  an  invisible  cause.     In  the  other  influence,  and  no  other,  exerciaed  by  tke 

mode,  creating  such  chemical  compounds  as  yiul  principle  over  chemical  forces." 

are  suitable  for  their  purposes,  it  may  more  Thus   the   author,   notwithstanding    bis 

or  less  leave  to  these  the  issue.  contemptuous  allusion  to  the  vital  prindplr. 

Liebig  asserts  "  that  we  shall  obtain  that  and  his  confounding  it  in  value  with  words 

which  is  obtainable  in  a  rational  inquiry  into  alleged  by  him  to  be  insignificant,  in  the 

nature,  if  we  separate  the  actions  belonging  passage  last  quoted,  justly  ascribes  to  the 

to  chemical  powers  from  those  which  are  principle  in  question  a  prodigious  efl&cacy. 

subordinate  to  other  influences  ;*'  but  the  In  the  following  passage  Liebig's  mode 

learned  author  does  not  show  us  how  we  may  of  reasoning  is  exemplified : — **  Is  it  truly 

accomplish  this  separation;  and  probably  for  vitality  which  generates  sugar  in  the  germ 

the  best  possible  reason,  that,  greatas  are  un-  for  the  nutrition  of  young  plants,  or  which 

doubtedly  his  skill  and  his  genius,  he  is  in-  gives  to  the  stomach  the  power  to  dissolve 

competent  to  effect  any  such  separation.  He  and  prepare  for  assimilation  all  the  matter 

seems  to  forget  that  he  elsewhere  admits  introduced  into  it  ?     A  decoction  of  malt 

**  chemical  powers  to  be  subordinate  to  other  possesses  as  little  power  to  reproduce  itself 

influences,  whether  of  life,  of  heat,  or  dec-  as  the  stomach  of  a  dead  calf;  both  are  un- 

tricity."    To  me  it  seems,  that  to  separate  questionably  destitute  of  life,  but  whoi  amy- 

the  action  of  these  powers  from  such  as  are  Un  or  starch  is  introduced  into  a  deooctkm 

subordinateto  other  influences,  would  involve  of  malt,  it  changes  first  into  a  gummy-like 

their  separation  from  themselves ;   and  that  matter,  and  lastly  into  sugar.     Hard  boiled 

it  were  inconsistent  to  suppose  that  chemical  albumen,  and  muscular  fibre,  can  be  dissolved 

agents,  which  are  created  by  the  vital  power,  in  a  decoction  of  a  calf  s  stomach,  to  which 

cannot  be  also  mod^ed  by  it  so  long  as  it  a  few  drops  of  muriatic  acid  have  been  added, 

prevails.  precisely  as   in   the  stomach  itself.     The 

"  But,"   says  this  distinguished  -author,  power,  therefore,   to  effect  transformation 

"  the  expression  vital  prindple  must,  mean*  does    not    belong  to    the   vital  prindple. 

while,  be  considered  as  equivalent   to  the  Each   transformation   is  ovfinff  to  a   dis- 

terms  *  specific'  and  'dynamic'  in  medicine,  iurbanee  in  the  attraction  pf  the  element* 

Everything  ie  epecific  which  we  cana^t  e*.  qf  a  eompound^  and  it,  cem#e}ti«i//y,  « 

plain,  white,  by  the  epithet  dynamie,  every'  purely  chemical  procese J' 

thing  ie  explained  which  we  do  not  under'  But  is  there  any  truth  in  the  allegation 

etand,"  that  in  no  other  than  a  chemical   process 

This  disparaging  language,  as  respects  can  there  be  any  disturbance  in  the  attrac- 
the  power  of  life,  seems  not  to  be  quite  con*  tion  of  the  elements  of  a  compound  ?  Is  it 
sistent  with  the  following  opinions  elsewhere  by  a  chemical  action  that  an  electrical  cur- 
stated  by  the  cdebrated  author.  rent  subverts  chemical  affinities  ?    Is  it  by  a 

Our   notion  of  life  involves    something  chemical  action  that  vitality  endows  chemi- 

more  than  merely  reproduction-^namely,  the  cal    compounds    with    peculiar    attractive 

Idea  of  an  active  power,  exercised  by  virtue  powers  ?     Has  not  Liebig   sancdtioned  the 

of  a  definite  form  and  production,  and  gene-  opposite  idea  in  the  passages  which  I  have 

ration  in  a  definite   form.      By  chemical  cited  ? 

agency  we  can  elaborate  the  constituents  of  

muscular  fibre,  skin,  and  hair,  but  by  such 
means  are  enabled  to  create  no  organised 
tissue,  no  organic  cell.    The  production  of 


MR.  DICKEN'8  CASE  OF  HiEMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  STOMACH.    885 

HJBMORRHAGE  FROM   STOMACH,  and  thence  into  the  bowels.''    A  tem- 

AND  DEATH,  FROM  SWALLOWING  F'^^'y  ^^^'^^  ^^f  obtained,  and  sanguine 

A  rrkumTi  r-ni-w  uopcs  were  entertained  that  the  mis- 

A  LOl'PJLii  cuiJN.  jjj^(pf  ^^  arrested, but  the  hsemorrhage 

again  recurred,  and  he  suddenly  sank 

7b  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Gazette,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  in  a  state  of 

gjj^  complete  collapse* 

_             *  1  .  ,    .!_  Examination  tkirty-tix  hours  after 

If  you  think  the  accompanying  case  rfenM.-Bodv  presented   externally  a 

worthy  a  place  in  your  valuable  jour-  complete  state  of  paleness  from  drain- 

nal,  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  insert-  j^^  ^f  y^^^^     On  opening  the  stomach 

ing  it.---l  am,  sir,  ^  circular  ulceration  of   the  mucous 

Your  obedient  servant,  ^^^^^^^  ^^    observed,  corresponding 

Perry^^ic«n^,^M^R.C.S.  exactly  in  size  to  the  halfpenny,  but  at 

^   Le^cestersh'ire.  B  considerable  distance  from  the  pyloric 

'  orifice.    The  surrounding  coats  of  the 

A.  B.,  a  boy  10  years  of  age,  was  stomach  did  not  exhibit  any  unusual 

amusing  himself  by   throwing    some  vasculai*   appearance,    nor    were  any 

half-pence  into  the  air  and  catching  traces  of  inflammatory  action  obser- 

them  in  his  mouth,  when  one  of  them  vable  in  any  other  part  of  the  organ, 

accidentally  slipped  into  the  cesopha-  The  coin  had  evidently  escaped  throueh 

gus  and  was  swallowed.    Considerable  the  pylorus.    On  tracing  carefully  the 

effort    was  made  to  dislodge  it,  but  track  of  the  w^hole  alimentary  canal 

without  avail,  and  it  passed  into  the  from  the    duodenum    to  rectum,  the 

«tomach.    This  took  place  on  the  16th  halfpenny  was  discovered  at  the  very 

of  January,  1845.    A  medical  man  in  termination  of  the  colon,  lying  loose, 

the  neighbourhood  was   immediately  and  easily  reraoveable ;    in    fact,  its 

sent  for,  but  from  the  very  slisfht  dis-  situation  was  such  that  it  would  in  all 

turbance  it  produced,  it  seemed  at  first  probability  have  been  voided  by  the 

very  doubtful  whether  the  halfpenny  next  evacuation  from  the  bowels.*  Not 

haa  been  swallowed  or  not.  Purgatives  the  slightest  alteration  of  structure,  or 

of  an  oleaginous  character  were  exhi-  any  abrasion  of  any  other  part  of  the 

bited  for  several  days,  in  order  to  dis-  mucoussurfaceof  the  alimentary  canal, 

lodge  it  from  the  stomach,    but    no  existed,  or  any  other  morbid  appear- 

appearance  of  the  coin  was  observed  in  ance. 
the  secretions  from  the  bowels.     He 

continued  his  usual  occupations,  and  Remarks.— There  are,  I  think,  in 

attending  his  school  duties  as  before,  this  case,  some  circumstances  worthy 

occasionally, however, complaining  "of  of  notice.     1.  As  to  the  length  of  time 

a  sense  of  weight  and  uneasiness  in  the  which  had  elapsed  from  the  swallowing 

epigastric  region,  and  rather  towards  the  coin  to  its  passing  through  the 

the  right  side,  and  sense  of  distension  pylorus.     2.   As  to  the  heemorrhaffe. 

after  meals,"  which,  however,  generally  3.  As  to  the  effect  produced  upon  the 

subsided  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  vital  organ  by  its  presence.    4.  As  to 

hours.      He    continued  much  in  the  the  treatment  pursued, 

same  state  until  the  night  of  the  12th  It  will  be  seen  on  a  review  of  the 

February,  when,  after  being  in  bed  a  case  before  us  that  a  period  of  nearly  a 

short   time,  he  was  suddenly  seized  month  had  elapsed  from  the  coin  being 

with  sickness,  and  instantly  vomited  a  first  swallowed  to  any  material  dis- 

large  quantity  (more  than  a  quart)  of  turbance  having  taken  place ;  during 

fluid  arterial  blood.    The  htemorrhaee  the  whole  of  which  time  little  was 

continued   at    intervals    through   the  complained  of,  excepting  a  sense  of 

night,  but  was  checked  by  giving  large  occasional  uneasiness  in  the  region  of 

doses  of  tartrate  of  antimony,  which  the  stomach,  generally,  however,  much 

considerably  depressed  the  action  of  the  increased  for  three  or  four  hours  after 

heart.    On  the  next  day  (the  13th)  the  taking  food ;  his  spirits  were  good,  and 

bleeding  again  recurred  to  a  great  ex-  appetite  as  usual,  up  to  the  day  when 

tent,  and  alter  throwing  up  a  consider-  he    was  seized    with  more  alarming 

able  quantity  of  dark  fluid,  he  became  symptoms.    The  pain  appeared  to  be 

sensible  (as  he  described  it  at  the  time)  more  from  "  mechanical  weight"  than 

**  of  something  passing  the  stomach,  from  any  other  disturbance  produced 
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by  its  presence  in  the  system.  I  should  swallowed)  to  endeaToar  to  dklod^  it 
be  much  disposed  to  think  that  the  from  the  stomach,  and  to  pasa  it 
coin  was  in  some  way  spasmodically  through  the  intestinal  canal :  this  pur- 
retained  by  the  muscular  contraction  i)08e  was  attempted  by  gimg  parffa- 
of  the  stomach,  for  the  ulcerated  sur-  tives  of  castor  oil,  common  oil,  &c.,  but 
face  was  at  a  considerable  distance  as  there  was  no  appearanee  indicative 
from  the  pyloric  orifice,  and  1  can  see  of  its  passage  after  a  few  days,  and  the 
no  explainable  reason  why  this  foreign  symptoms  not  appearing  to  demand  a 
substance  should  not  have  passed  into  continuance  of  medicine,  all  treatnaent 
the  bowels,  and  so  have  been  voided  was  suspended,  and,  until  the  biemor- 
per  via$  natnralni,  rhage  occurred  on  the  night  of  the  1 2th 
As  respects  the  hsemorrhage,  I  am  I  February,  nothing  active  was  resorted 
own  still  at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  to.  The  chief  indication  then  appeared 
an  amount  of  blood  as  was  poured  out  to  be  to  arrest  the  bleeding,  w^hich,  by 
in  the  three  days  preceding  his  death  ;  the  treatment  pursued,  was  considered 


and,  had  it  not  been  for  a  post-mortem  probable  would  be  the  case.    The 

examination  of  the  body,  1  should  have  currence,  iMwever,  of  the  diseharge, 

been  in  great  doubt  as  to  whether  the  accompanied  with  the  suppresaioa  of 

hsemorrhage  was  caused  by  the  pre-  vital  powers,  appeared  to  l^  more  than 

sence  of  tne   "  foreign  body"  in  the  the  system  could  bear  up  against,  amd 

stomach,  or  to  some  other  accidental  he  rapidly  sunk  from  a  complete  state 

circumstance :  there  can  be  little  doubt,  of  exhaustion. 

however,  that  in  some  way  the  action  I  leave  it  to  any  of  your  readers  to 

of  the  coin  was  immediately  connected  say  whether  they  could  suggest  any 

with  the  rupture  of  some  vessel,  and  plan  in  a  similar  case  where  any  treat* 

that  its  detachment  from  the  situation  ment  could  be  of  service  io  discharging 

in  which  it  was  lodged,  and  its  passage  the  substance  swallowed. 

through  the  pylorus,  evidently  led  us ■ — . 

to  such  a  conclusion.    The  time  when  SOHB  observations 

the  halfpenny  became  detached,  and  ^                    onthb 

was  changing  its  situation,  was  forcibly  MEDICAL  TOPOGRAPHY,  CLIMATE, 

described  by  the  htlle  patient  (who  was  ^^^  DISEASES, 

an  extremely  mtellifi^ent   boy) ;    and  ' 

iKdX  iS?£^"  '""""^''^^  BIGHTS  OF  BEnIn  AND  BIAFRA, 

As  to   the  fatal  termination  of  the  ^*«t  coast  of  afwca, 

case.    This  appears  to  me  to  be  also  a  Bt  W.  F.  Danibll, 

matter  of  speculation.     Abstractedly  Meinter  of  the  Rovsl  College  of  SivfeoM«r 

considered,  1  cannot  sec  any  positive  England,  &c 

reason  why  a  substance  like  the  one  [Oontinoed  from  p.  709j 

swallowed  should  have  been  the  im-  " — ' 

mediate  cause  of  death.    Many  cases  ^-^^  ^V«'  ofBi^fra. 

are  on  record  of  buttons  and  other  ana-  The  Bight  of  Biafra,  known  by  the 

logons   substances    bein?    frequently  early  English  writers  on  Africa  as  the 

swallowed  by  accident,  but  I  am  not  Ethiopic    Gulf,   commences   at  Cape 

aware  of  any  case  of  a  precisely  similar  Formosa*  and  embraces  the  whc^e  of 

nature  to  the  foregoing  being  men-  the  coast  between  it  and  Cape  Lopez, 

tioned,  although  I  doubt  not  many  situated  in  Lat.  36^  10"  S,  and  8^  Aff 

such  have  occurred.    At  first  some  ap-  £.  Long.    In  physical  appearanee  it 

prehension  was  felt  lest  any  poisonous  varies  but  little  from  the  usual  cheer- 

influence  from  the  action  of  the  copper  less  prospect  of  the  alluvial  lowlands 

on  the  system  might  be  felt,  but  there  whicn  here,  as  in  other  rejEfions,  are 

did  not  appear  to  be  the  slig^htest  fonn-  densely  covered  by  impervious  man- 

dation  for  such  an  idea ;  indeed,  the  grove  forests.    A  limited  tract  of  land 

halfpenny,  when  taken  from  the  bod^,  near  the  eouator  is,  however,  of  a  more 

exhibited  not  the  slightest  alteration  m  elevated  cnaracter,  and  includes  the 

appearance,   and  the  letters  on   the  mountainous  districts  of  Qua,  Rumby, 

com,  &c.  were  perfectly  visible.  and  Camaroons,  which,  with  the  adja- 

Lastly,  as  respects  the   treatment,  cent  islands  of  Fernando  Po,  Princes, 

The  first  object  appeared  to  be  (sup-  and  St.  Thomas,  are  of  volcanic  forma- 

posing  the   coin  liad   been    actually  tion.    The  rivers  in  this  are  more  nu- 
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merous  and  of  greater  size  than  in  the  land  in  its  immediate  vicinage.  The 
preceding  Bight ;  thev  generally  de-  western  point  of  the  shore,  at  its  junc- 
rive  their  origin  from  tne  upper  belt  of  tion  with  the  ocean,  has  received  the 
table  lands  of  the  interior.  The  largest  title  of  Cape  Nun,  and  the  other,  or 
of  them  are  much  resorted  to  by  Euro-  opjK^site  one,  that  of  Cape  Filana. 
pean  vessels  of  considerable  tx)nnage.  This  river  resembles  most  or  the  others 
which  export  from  the  more  fertile  and  in  the  Delta,  in  the  dreary  and  mono- 
cultivated  inland  countries  immense  tonous  features  of  the  landscape,  which 
quantities  of  palm  oil,  with  ivory,  and  are  those  calculated  to  inspire  anything 
other  mercantile  productions.  The  le-  but  a  favourable  impression  as  to  either 
gitimate  commerce  that  has  recently  its  scenery  or  salubrity.  On  both 
sprung  up  since  the  suppression  of  the  sides,  for  a  brief  spaed,  a  narrow  beach 
slave  tra^e  is  one  now  annually  in-  of  sand  skirts  the  forest  jungle,  and  is 
creasing  in  importance,  and  will  even-  superseded  by  accumulating  banks  of 
tually  become  extremely  lucrative  and  vee;etable  and  alluvial  detritus,  en- 
valuable  to  the  commercial  interests  of  veloped  by  numberless  mangrove  bushes 
Great  Britain.  that  project  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 

The  ardent  love  of  adventure  which  beyond  the  water's  edge.    A  few  miles 

stimulated  the  Portuguese  to  send  forth  from  the  bar  on  the  left  shore,  partially 

those  enterprising  expeditions  for  the  intermingled  with  cocoa-nut  palm  and 

discovery  of  unknown  empires  in  all  plantain  trees,  is  Pilot's  Town,  or  Cassah; 

quarters  of  the  globe,  seems  to  have  while,  deeper  inland  within  the  woods, 

been  conspicuously  directed,  towards  '  is  another  village  containing  about  an 

the  middle  and  close  of  the  15th  cen-  equal  number  of  mud-huts  of  the  most 

tury,  to  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  wretched  construction.    It  can  only  be 

•Africa.    A  reference  to  the  history  of  approached  by  intricate  by-paths,  and 

those  periods  will  furnish  us  with  the  is  also  entitled  Cassah,  or  Acassah.    On 

records  of  several  expeditions  exclu-  the  eastern  bank,  nine  or  ten  miles 

sively  undertaken    with  the  view  of  from  Cape  Filana,  is  a  creek  which 

exploring  this  and  the  other  divisions  connects  this  river  with  the  St.  Bento, 

of  Western  Africa,  then  described  as  and  through  which  the  slave-factors 

North  and  South  Guinea.     Even  at  transmit  their  prohibited  cargoes  when 

such  an  early  date  as  1459,  a  very  cu-  the  fiver  is  blockaded  by  any  armed 

rious  map,  constructed  by  a  Venetian  vessel.    This  creek  likewise  leads,  by 

named  Fra  Mauro  Camaldolese,  pro-  means  of  divergent  branches,  to  the 

fessea  not  only  to  delineate  the  shores  town  of  Brass,  and  is  the  ordinary  route 

of  these  Bights,  but  also  the  probable  taken  by  the  fishing  canoes  when  pass- 

southejm  termination   of  the  African  log  from  one  river  to  the  other.   Eboe, 

continent,  although  the  Cape  of  Good  or Ibue,  the  long  Eboe  of  the  Bonnians, 

Hope  was  not  discovered  by  Bartolo-  is  120  miles  inland,  and  the  confluence 

mew  Dias  till  I486,  who  then  termed  it  of  the  Tchadda  with  this  river,  and 

**CabodetodaBlostormento6*."   Time  the  Felatah  town  of  Rabbah,  are  re- 

tince  then  has  proved  very  unpropitious  apectively  152  and  313  miles  to  the 

to  thesupremacy  of  the  first  discoverers  northwaM  of  Eboe.    The  inhabitants 

of  these  countries,  since  only  two  of  of  the  Brass  towns,  similar  to  other 

their  original  colonial  possessions  in  people  of  Eboe  derivation,  are  addicted 

the  Bight  of  Biafia,  the   islands    of  to    those    barbarous   fetish  rites  and 

Princes  and  St.  Thomas,  now  remain  superstitious  beliefs  that  characterise 

attached  to  the  crown  of  Portugal.  the  nations  of  the  adjoining  rivers  in 

The  Rio  Nud^    familiarly    termed  communication    with    them.     These 

Br;)«8  River  by  the  Europeans  in  the  oeremonie{  through  the  ministry  of 

Bights,  is  also  recognised  by  its  native  their  Jujumen,  or  prieste,  they  render 

appellation  of  Quorra,  or  Kowara.     It  subservient  to  the  treatment  of   the 

is  situated  eight  miles  from  the  Sengana,  painful   maladies  to  which  they  are 

and  is  the  first  stream  that  engages  the  Liable.  The  most  prevalent  are  confined 

attention  of  the  voyager.     Tne  en-  to  the  cutaneous  tissues,  and  these, 

trance,  near  two- thirds  of  a  mile  in  withmorbidaffectionsof  the  abdominal 

breadth,  can  only  be  discerned  at  short  viscera,  comprise  the  greater  proportion 

distances  from  seaward  in  consequence  of  the  endemic  diseases  of  these  habita- 

of  the  flat  and  marshy  aspect  of  the  ble  morasses.    In  the  countries  border- 

•  Cupt  of  all  torments.  ing  the  superior  course  of  this  stream, 
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Mr.  Oldfield  remarks  that  the  diseases  the  ancients,  first  became  the  subfect 
which  came  under  his  observation  were  of  manifold  interesting  and  profound 
*'  large  ulcers  from  the  bites  of  musqui-  controversies.   Herodotus,  Strabo,  Pto- 
toes,  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  variola,  oph-  lemy,  Abulfeda,  Edrisi,  with  Leo  Afri- 
thalmia,  and    cataract ;    the   further  can  as,  and  a ,  host  of  more  modem 
we    advanced  into  the   interior,   the  writers,  have  vainly  essayed  to  dispel 
more    common   we    found    cataract;  the  mysterious  gloom  in  which  its  origin 
at    Rabbah    I    saw  several    hundred  and    termination    were     enshrouded, 
cases  of  double  cataract ;  most  of  the  The  number  of  hypothetical  treatises 
natives  were  willing  to  undergo  the  and   dissertations,   the   memorials   of 
operation;  as  we  were  not  making  a  successive  ages,   wonld  alone   suffice 
sufficient  stay,  it  was  not  attempted. —  to  demonstrate  that  these  points  con- 
The    natives    of    Rabbah,    and    the  stituted  a  geographical    problem  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  high  most  difficult  of  solution.    The  ezplo- 
up  the  river,  more  especially  where  ratory  researches,  however,  of  Park, 
Mahomedanism    prevails,    are    very  Clapperton,  and  the  Landers,  in  1831, 
cleanly   in    their   habits,  performing  have  at  length  partly  set  at  rest  this 
their  ablutions  twice  a  day :  there  were  famous  and  long  disputed  question. 
very  few  cases  of  cutaneous  diseases        No  sooner  had  the  discovery  of  the 
among  them."*  Of  the  indigenous  pro-  Landers  been  promulgated  that  the 
ducts  exported  from  this  river,  palm  Rio  Nun  was  the  chief  outlet  of  this 
oil  is  the  one  alone  estimated  as  worthy  river,  and  its  ascent  was  practicable  by 
of   the  notice   of  the   white    trader,  vessels  of  moderate  tonnage,  than  an 
Some   ivory,    pepper,  and  dyewoods,  expedition  was  immediately  fitted  out 
may    be   occasionally  obtained,    but  at  Liverpool  with  the  intention  of  test- 
not  in  such  quantities  as  to  bring  a  ing  how   far  the  experiment   might 
sufficient  remuneration  for  the  ouuay  succeed.    It  consisted  of  two  steamers, 
and  trouble  taken  in  procurinff  them,  the  Quorra  and  Albnrkah,  with  the  Co- 
The  sand  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  lumbine  brig  tender.     These  vessels 
has  only  two  fathoms  of  water  on  it  at  crossed  the  bar  on  the  1 9th  of  October, 
full  tides,  and  is  therefore  an  obstacle  1832,  and   progressed   some  distance 
to  any  vessel  above  a  certain  burthen,  into  the  interior  before  the  endemic 
The  oil  carried  away  by  the  few  which  agencies  manifested  their  morbific  ef- 
now    frequent  it  seldom  amounts  to  fects,    which    commenced   firom    the 
more  than  six  or  seven  hundred  tons  twenty-third  day  after  their  ingress, 
during  the  year,  inasmuch  as  the  Eboe  Pursuing  their  mercantile  avocations 
traders  manage  to  monopoliase  nearly  with  but  indifferent   success  at    the 
the  whole  produce  of  the  inland  dis*  various  country  markets    thiougfaonC 
tricts  to  send    to   the   Callebar   and  the  years  1833-34,  and  after  penetrat- 
Bonny  markets.    This  stream,  though  ing  as  far  as  Rabbah  on  the  Quorra, 
not  so  unhealthy  as  the  Rio  Formosa,  and  Fundah  on  the  Tchadda,  it  was 
is   nevertheless   one   eminently  dele-  finally  abandoned,  having   proved  a 
terious  to  the  unacclimated  European,  complete  failure.     Out  of  forty-eight 
The  mortality  among  the  crews  of  the.  white  persons  composing  their  com- 
shipping  averages  at  least  from  twenty-  plement  of  Europeans,  only  four  sup- 
five  to  fifty  per  cent.  vived  the   pestilent   sickness  of  the 
It  would  not  come  within  the  object  country ;  among  these  -  were  M'Gregor 
of  these  papers  to  enter  into  any  de-  Laird,  Esq.,  Capt  W.  Allen,  R.N.,  and 
scriptive  outline  of  the  topography  and  Mr.  Oldfield,  one  of  the  medical  ofli- 
natives  of  the  many  inland  kingdoms  cers;    the  other.  Dr.  Briggs,  having 
that  are  scattered  upon  the  banks  of  unhappily  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  his  ar« 
this  river,  but  it  may  perhaps  be  requi-  duous  exertions.  To  one  of  the  talented 
site  in  a  medical  point  of  view  to  cast  projectors  of  this  enterprise,  and  Mr. 
a  retrospective  glance  on  those  naval  Oldfield,  we  are  indebtea  for  the  history 
expeditions  that  nave  been  undertaken  of  the  primary  effort  to  establish  a 
for  the  development  of  their  commer-  commercial   intercourse  with   central 
cial  capabilities  and  resources.    Cen-  Africa  by  means  of  the  navigation  of 
turies    upon    centuries    have    elapsed  the  Quorra.     The  predominant  mala- 
since  this  river,  known  as  the  Niger  of  dies  which  conspired  to    create    the 

*  London   Medici   .nd   Surgical    Joami^l.  pat  morlality  on  board  were  dysen- 

Voi.  vlii.  p.  406.    '^  »  •»  tery   and   those   adynamic   remittent 
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ffvere  common  to  the  other  rivers  of  peBtilential  caases.  During  the  trifling 
Western  Africa.  The  Quorra  steamer  period  o(  seven  weeks,  almost  every 
having  been  purchased  by  the  West  white  person  on  board  was  prostrated 
African  Company,  reascended  this  river  by  sickness.  Out  of  145  Europeans, 
in  September  1835,  and  proceeded  to  no  less  than  130  were  attacked  by  dis- 
the  confluence  of  the  Tchadda,  under  ease,  and  43  fell  victims  to  fever,  ex- 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Becroft.  During  a  elusive  of  casualties.  The  Albert  lost 
sojourn  of  three  months  inland,  two  on  the  whole  26,  the  Soudan  14,  and 
out  of  five  men  were  cut  off  by  the  in-  the  Wilberforce  13  men  ;  total  53. 
salubrity  of  the  clime,  one  of  whom,  a  Now  as  this  expedition  was  avowedly 
Creole,  of  Antigua,  had  been  long  suf-  conducted  upon  hygienic  principles,  it 
fering  from  organic  disease  of  the  came  of  course  under  the  criticisms  of 
lungs.  In  1840,  the  Ethiope,  a  steam  the  medical  practitioners  resident  in 
vessel,  expressly  equipped  for  the  coast  Africa,  who  from  their  intimate  know- 
of  Africa,  by  Mr.  Jamieson,  of  Liver-  ledge  of  tha  climate  and  diseases  of 
pool,  and  also  under  the  command  of  these  countries  might  be  deemed  as 
Mr.  Becroft,  after  surveying  the  Rio  fully  authorised  to  express  their  opi- 
Formosa  and  determining  its  sources,  nions  upon  these  subjects.  Accord- 
entered  the  Quorra  by  the  anastomos-  ingly,  in  the  outset,  the  selection  of  the 
ing  branch  below  £boe,  and  explored  most  unhealthy  season  for  the  com- 
the  river  as  far  as  Lever,  the  highest  mencement  of  their  operations,  with 

Soint  hitherto  attained  by  any  vessel,  the  inefficiency  of  the  precautionary 
>ut  of  twelve  white  individuals,  the  means  adopted  for  the  preservation  of 
loss  of  life  amounted  to  five,  three  men  the  health  of  their  crews,  rendered  it 
and  two  boys,  which,  considering  the  an  easy  matter  for  them  to  predicate  its 
lengthened  period  of  six  months,  may  unsuccessful  issue.  It  was  afterwards 
be  deemed  as  comparatively  moderate,  pointed  out  that  in  various  instances 
if  contrasted  with  tne  mortalities  of  the  the  medical  arrangements  evidently 
other  expeditions.  The  germs  of  the  betrayed  but  an  imperfect  acquaint- 
disease  and  their  subsequent  develop-  ance  with  the  nature  and'  effects  of 
ment  are  solely  to  be  ascribed  to  their  those  endemic  influences  so  fatallv  ex- 
protracted  exploration  of  the  humid  emplifled  in  the  consequent  sickness 
regions  of  Benin.  The  last  and  most  and  mortality.  The  horror  of  malaria 
unfortunate  expedition,  the  disastrous  was  carried  out  to  such  an  excess  as 
result  of  which  will  remain  fresh  in  the  to  keep  in  full  play  Dr.  Reid's  **  venti- 
memory  of  most,  was  sent  forth  under  latin^  and  medicating  apparatus,"  with 
the  auspices  of  the  British  Government  which  each  vessel  was  supplied,  for- 
in  1841,  on  a  scale  of  proportionate  getting  that  when  the  men  emerged 
magnitude  and  liberality,  with  the  view  from  the  purified  compartments  be- 
of  forming  a  series  of  treaties  with  the  low,  they  were  exposed  upon  deck  to 
native  chiefs  for  the  suppression  of  the  moist  and  tainted  atmosphere  of 
slavery.  Three  steamers,  the  Albert,  the  swamps.  In  order  to  obviate  this 
Soudan,  and  Wilberforce,  with  the  inconvenience  it  was  stated  in  the  ge- 
Amelia  tender,  composing  this  arma-  neral  orders  that  "those  -who  were 
ment,  passed  the  bar  on  the  13th  and  obliged  to  be  on  deck  on  duty  will  be 
15th  Aufinist,  and  after  a  very  injudi-  supplied  when  in  unhealthy  localities 
cious  delay  of  several  days  at  its  en-  with  respirators,  and  a  fire  is  then  to 
trance,  steamed  up  the  river.  The  re-  be  kept  all  night  in  the  cookhouse." 
roittent  and  other  fevers  of  the  country  Such  prophylactic  measures  are,  how- 
began  to  display  themselves  from  the  ever,  of  little  or  no  utility  in  the  rivers 
4th  September,  and  continued  from  of  the  Bights,  and  can  only  l>e  placed 
that  date  to  gradually  affect  the  ma-  on  a  par  with  the  somewhat  sapient 
jority  of  their  European  crews.  These  plan,  recommended  in  a  work  on  the 
diseases  still  maintaining  their  alarm-  African  colonies,  of  erectinjr  a  number 
ing  ravages,  and  even  appearing  of  limekilns  on  the  verge  ofthe  BuUom 
rapidly  to  srain  ^ound,  it  was  ulti-  swamps,  in  order  to  decompose  those 
mately  thought  advisable  to  transmit  the  miasmal  vapours  that  might  emanate 
Wilberforce  and  Soudan  through  the  therefrom  to  the  detriment  of  the  op- 
Delta  into  the  ocean  with  the  sick,  and  posite  town  of  Sierra  Leone, 
the  Albert,  shortly  after  reaching  Egga,  [^lo  be  continued.] 
was  compelled  to  follow  from  the  same                               
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OF  A  • 

CASE    OF   ENCYSTED   EMPYEMA 
OP  TWELVE  YEARS'  STANDING. 

By  Hknrt  Lsb,  Eiq. 

(For  the  Medical  Gazette.) 

William  Bartlett,  eet.  59,  died  upon 
the  16th  of  March,  1845,  having,  for  the 
last  twelve  years,  been  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Goolden,  of  Maidenhead.  Upon 
examining  the  body  after  death  the 
following  appearances  presented  them- 
selves : — 

The  lower  part  of  the  right  side 
of  the  chest  was  compressed,  and  from 
this  ijoint  the  upper  part  of  the  body 
was  inclined  towards  the  right  side, 
presenting  a  similar  appearance  to  that 
which  would  be  produced  by  a  lateral 
curvature  of  the  spine.  Between  the 
anterior  extremities  of  the  fifth  and 
sixth  ribs,  upon  the  same  side,  were 
two  fistulous  openings,  with  their 
edges  inverted,  and  discharging  a 
bloody  fluid.  The  two  layers  of  the 
right  pleura  were  connected  by  nume- 
rous bands  of  adhesion.  Between  them, 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  chest,  were 
contained  about  six  ounces  of  trans- 
parent serum,  while  in  the  lower  part 
a  cavity  presented  itself,  containing  a 
dark  gangrenous  fluid,  and  circum- 
scribed by  extremely  firm  adhesions. 
This  cavity  was  about  six  inches  long, 
and  four  inches  broad,  and  communi- 
cated freely  with  the  exterior  of  the 
body  by  means  of  the  sinuses  above 
mentioned.  The  pleura,  in  this  situa- 
tion, was  in  some  places  three  lines  in 
thickness,  and  was  lined  upon  its  in- 
ternal surface  by  a  soft  vascular  layer, 
from  which  the  bloody  fluid  in  the 
cavity  had  apparently  been  secreted. 
The  structure  of  the  lung  in  contact 
with  the  diseased  pleura  was  condensed 
to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  lines  only, 
but  in  other  respects  did  not  difler 
from  the  remainder  of  the  pulmonary 
tissue.  The  lower  surface  of  the  right 
lung,  and  the  upper  surface  of  the  right 
lobe  of  the  liver,  were  firmly  adherent 
to  the  diaphragm.  The  left  lung  pre- 
sented soft  adhesions  over  its  whole 
surface.  On  both  sides  the  lungs 
greatly    emphysematous,     and 

structure ^tc  loade 

serous  f  "^  siti 

small  m  'atte 

sented  t  "^rt  < 


any  tubercular  deposit  be  diteorered. 
The  perieardium  was  universally  ad- 
herent. The  heart  was  healthy,  with 
the  exception  of  the  tricubpid  valve, 
the  aperture  of  which  was  dilated. 

The  history  of  this  case  was,  that 
twelve  years  before  bis  death  be  had 
been  exposed  to  severe  cold  for  two 
nights  and  three  days,  and  immediately 
afterwards  was  attacked  with  inflam- 
mation of  the  right  side. 

In  the  course  of  a  fortnight,  im  ab- 
scess burst,  and  discharged  aeveral 
pints  of  matter;  and  a  fistulous  com- 
monicatioB  remained  in  his  aide  from 
that  time  to  the  period  of  his  death. 
Considerable  quantities  of  pus  were  at 
diflferent  times  discharged,  but  it  occa- 
sionally happened  that  the  opening  be- 
came nearly  closed,  and  considerable 
oppression  of  the  breathing  would  then 
be  experienced  until  a  free  discharge 
of  pus  took  place.  When  the  external 
opening  was  larger  than  usual,  a  quan- 
tity of  air  would  sometimes  enter,  and 
this  the  patient  could  agam  expel  at 
pleasure  with  consideiable  force.  Dur- 
ing a  few*  weeks  preceding  his  death, 
a  very  considerable  quantity  of  blood 
was  passed  with  the  discharge  from 
the  side. 

The  preparation  illustrating  the 
principal  points  in  this  case  is  deposited 
in  the  museum  of  St.  George's  Hos- 
pital. 

13,  Dover  Street,  April  4,  IS45. 
'» I   ■■'■'■■■■'■'■  ■        '        I   ■  I  I 

ON  THE  PRESENCE  of  PHOSPHATE 
OF  MAGNESIA  IN  BONE, 

AHO  ON  A  NSW  MBxaoD  OF  paocuaiNG 

FHOSPHOaiO  AGIO  FKOM  BONB. 

By  Professor  Grxoort. 


7b  the  Editor  qfihe  Medical  Qaxette^ 
*Sia, 
I  HAVE  just  seen  a  notice,  in  your  jour- 
nal, of  my  Outlines  of  Chemistry ;  and 
1  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you, 
not  to  complain  of  any  part  of  that 
notice,  which  is  only  too  flattering  to 
my  little  work,  but  to  mention  that  the 
supposed  clerical  error,  in  the^  method 
of  preparing    phosphoric    acid    from 
'  '•»-s,  is  not  an  error,  for  that  there  is 
considerable  quantity  of  magne- 
It,  that  eartn  being  a  never- 
istituent  of  bones*     I  might, 
'e  stated  this  moreprcdaely, 
was  my  ob[>i^(^*Bd  I  eon- 
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sidered  tbe  fact  as  quite  well  known,  trated  in  a  capsule  of  platinum,  until 

since  every  good   analysis   of   bones  most  of  the  water  is  expelled,  and  the 

mentions  from  1*5  to  2  per  cent,  of  temperature  rises  to  between  595^  and 

phosphate  of  magnesia.  60(F  F.,  it  suddenly,  while  hot,  becomes 

Although  I  take  this  importunity  of  turbid  from  the  separation  of  a  pecuhar 
showing  that  the  process  described  by  phosphate  of  magnesia.  At  the  same 
me  appears  as  it  was  intended  to  do,  1  moment  the  phosphoric  aciid  begins  to 
should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  crystallise  like  the  granular  sugar  de- 
to  address  you  on  the  subject,  were  it  posited  in  honey,  a  form  ascribed  by 
not  that,  in  repeating  the  process  for  Peligot  to  the  bibasic  or  pyro-phospho- 
my  lectures,  I  nave  found  tnat  part  of  ric  acid.  If  the  same  temperature  be 
it  in  which  alcohol  is  used  to  separate  kept  up  for  fifteen  minutes  (and  we  can 
the  phosphate  of  magnesia  not  to  an-  ensure  it  without^  a  thermometer  by 
swer.  The  reason  of  this  I  conceive  to  heating  to  that  point,  and  no  further, 
be,  that,  before  the  phosphate  of  mag^  at  which  the  acid  begins  to  vaporise 
nesia  can  be  separated  by  alcohol,  the  with  the  water  in  the  open  capsule), 
phosphoric  acia  must  bo  in  one  of  its  the  whole  of  the  magnesia  separates  in 
modifications,  probably  in  that  called  the  form  of  a  powder,  which  is  quite 
the  tribasic  or  common  phosphoric  ucid ;  insoluble  in  water  or  acids.  When  cold, 
and  that  my  experiments  were  made  the  mass  is  digested  with  water,  which 
with  an  acid  wholly  or  partly  in  one  of  dissolves  the  phosphoric  acid,  leaving 
the  other  modifications.  1  have  not  the  phosphate  of  magnesia  as  a  heavy, 
vet  been  able  to  succeed  v'ith  the  alco-  fine,  snow-white  powder,  of  a  faint 
hoi ;  but  in  the  course  of  my  attempts  silky  lustre.  1  he  filtered  liquid  is  free 
I  have  been  led  to  a  much  better  me*  from  every  trace  ftfmof^nesia,  and  may 
thod,  which  I  shall  now  describe,  be  considered  as  pure  phosphoric  acid. 
Even  were  the  process  with  alcohol  Of  course,  however,  if  the  bones  con- 
more  easily  managed,  still,  in  this  tained  chloride  of  sodium,  a  trace  of 
country,  alcohol  can  never  be  much  phosphate  of  soda  would  remain.  In 
used  at  its  present  price;  so  that  any  that  case  the  burnt  and  powdered  bones 
means  of  dispensing  with  its  use  are  ought  to  be  boiled  with  water,  to  re- 
desirable,  move    any  soluble    chloride.     But   I 

Having  removed  the  whole  lime  by  have  not  hitherto  found  it  necessary  to 

means  of  sul  phuric  acid,  aad  evaporated  do  this. 

the  filtered  hquid  (filtering  again  if  The  above  simple  process  puts  it  in 

any  sulphate  of  lime  separates  during  our  power  to  obtain  pure  phosphoric 

the  evaporation)  to  the  consistence  of  acid  fVom*  bones  cheaply  and  in  any 

syrup,  a  few  drops  of  sulphuric  acid  quantity.    There  is  no  difficulty  in  the 

are  added,  to  maae  sure  that  no  lime  execution  of  it ;  it  is  only  necessary  to 

remains.    Of  course,  if  turbidity  en-  keep  up  the  heat  of  about  600^  for 

sues,  the  lime  has  not  been  completely  twelve  or  fifteen  minutes,  but  not  to  go 

separated  before ;  and  the  addition  of  beyond  that  temperature,   because   a 

sulphuric  acid,  filtration  after  ad^g  stronger  heat  would  again,  no  doubt, 

some  water,  and  evaporation,  must  be  produce  the  glass  formed  in  the  first 

repeated,  till  the  syrupy  liquid  conti-  lusion,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  is  en- 

pues  quite  clear  when  sulphuric  acid  tirely  soluble  in  water. '  The  acid  is 

is  added.    This  liquid  now  contains  easily  tested  for  magnesia  by  diluting 

only  the  phosphoric  acid,  the  magnesia,  and  supersaturatino^  with  ammonia*, 

and  the  excess  of  sulphuric  acid.    It  is  when,  if  magnesia  be  present,  it  very 

concentrated  and  heated  in  a  covered  soon  appears  as  ammoniaco-maenesian 

platinum  crucible,  until  the  whole  of  phosphate.    In  six  or  eight  dififercnt 

the  sulphuric  acid  has  been  expelled,  operations  I  found  no  trace  of  a  preci- 

and  the  residue  has  acquired  a  low  red  pitate  even  after  several  days ;  but  if  I 

heat.    On  cooling  it  forms  a  glass,  per-  added  a  trace  of  magnesia,  it  was  at 

fectly  colourless  and  transparent,  which  once  detected.    In  fact,  I  did  not  fail 

contains  only  phosphoric  acid  and  the  once  (after  the  first  operation,  in  which 

magnesia  of  the  bones.  I  had  not  heated  long  enough,  from 

This  glass,  when  boiled  with  water,  not  knowing  the  nature  of  the  salt 

dissolves  rather  slowly,  but  completely.     "  *  nn^s.-^    • Z — in: — I — :rrr 

Vrben  the   soluUon  is  again  concen-  plute  of  ammonia  fiOlsu  a  cryuslfiae  powder. 
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formed)  in  obtaining  nn  acid  absolutely  [Remarks. — ^We have  great  pleasure 

pure  as  far  as  concerned  magnesia.  in  inserting  Professor  Gregory's  letter. 

The  phosphate  of  magnesia,  thus  se-  and  if  we  take  the  liberty  of  making 
parated,  is  a  peculiar  and  anomalous  any  comments  we  trust  be  will  consi- 
salt.  I  have  made  sis  analyses  of  por>  der  that  they  are  made  rather  in  the 
tions  made  in  the  six  different  opera-  spirit  of  friendly  inquirr,  than  of  edi- 
tions mentioned  above,  and  they  all  tonal  criticism.  It  has  always  appeared 
agree  closely  with  the  formula  to  us  that  there  was  considerable  dif- 
2  Mg  O  ■<■  3  Pg  O,  ficulty  in  determining  the  existence  of 
that  is,  an  acid  sesquiphosphate  of  Phosphate  of  magnwia  in  bone,  owing 
magnesia,  according  to  the  older  no-  to  the  presence  oTphosphonc  acid  and 
tions  of  phosphoric  acid.  This  com-  1"".«'  '"^  the  absolute  necessity  for 
position  cannot  be  reconciled  with  any  ^n^'f^'y  separating  the  hme  before  the 
of  the  three  generally  admitted  modifi-  f  «'ftence  of  magnesia  could  be  satis- 
cations  of  phosphoric  acidj  and  it  fa/tonlydetermined.  TheonlyanalyMa 
would  seem  to  indicate,  either  that  of  human  bone  with  which  we  are  ac- 
another  modification  exists,  or  that  the  0?."™'*!^  *?,,  TTt,"^  BtrzeUm  and 
theory  of  phosphoric  acid  and  the  P«'«»"«»-that  of  Beraelius  is  conwd 
phosphate*,  at  present  admitted,  is  er-  ^y  most  chemical  authorities.  Both 
roneous.  I  am  at  present  occupied  in  »?*«  ^^^  P^-  <5rejgory  m  aligning 
examining  this  i>oint ;  but  the  salt  it-  phosphate  of  magnesia  as  a  constituent; 
self  is  so  insoluble  in  water  and  acids,  f"'  ^  ':?''"\''S'*?u*'"-  '*^'*^  .that  he 
that  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  in  **"?'>'"  P«»bable  the  magnwia  exists 
what  modification  the  acid  exisU  in  it :  ">  'he  bone  Mcarbonalf,  and  that  its 
whether,  namely,  it  contain  common  or  "epawt'on  as  phosphate  "owing  to  the 
tribasic,  pyro-,  or  bibasic,  meta-  or  analytical  method  adopted.-the  m»«- 
monobiiic  ph(Jsphoric  acid,  or  some  "«"*  "l':''^'  pre«pitating  itself  whIi 
new  form  of  phosphoric  acid.  The  S*"tP  "u  '"*  *"^  ammonia  as  a 
acid  filtered  from  itf  when  neutralised  double  salt,  even  when  there  is  more 
by  ammonia,  gives  a  white  precipitate  hme  in  the  solution  than  the  phosphoric 
with  nitrate  o?  silver,  whicfi  excludes  acid  can  snturate.  _  .  ,. 
common  phosphoric  acid,  as  might  be  J?'-  ^^S°^  *  ?T  <>'  delecting  mag- 
expecfed  at  the  temperature.  Hut  the  nesia  differs,  we  Relieve,  from  any  yet 
aci^in  the  magnesik  salt  is  not  neces-  *"8?Mted.  Beralius  recommends  the 
sarily  the  same  as  the  free  acid  in  ^'^^''^  prwipitation  of  a  slightly  acid 
which  the  salt  is  formed.  .As  I  have  »olution  of  bone  (the  phosphoric  acid) 
Biiid  above,  the  insolubility  of  the  salt  Jy  a  solution  of  acetate  of  lead.  The 
is  a  great  obstacle  to  ascertaining  this  *"«'^  i'^^'^,  depnved  of  surplus  lead 
point,  although  by  other  means  I  hope  ^7  sulphuretted  hydrogen  and  neutra- 
to  attain  the  object.  That  insolubili^;  1"*.^  *>y  ammonia,  now  allows  of  the 
is  so  great,  thht  I  mav  almost  rank  the  «""«  separation  of  hme  by  oxalate  of 
new  phosphate  of  magnesia  along  with  ammonia,  and  this  liquid,  when  filtered 
sulphate  of  baryta.  BoUing  nitric  acid,  »°^  evaporated  to  dryness,  leaves,  he 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  aqua  regia,  are  ■♦**«»•  Pure  magnesia, 
almost  entirely  without  acUon  upon  it ;  .\h«.  method  often  pursued  by  che- 
and  it  is,  1  believe,  the  only  salt  of  mag-  """^  » /?  ^"•«lje  ^e  mixed  phos- 
nesia  inwluble  in  acids.  P***'**  <>.'  hme  and  magnesw  in  a  mi- 

This  salt,  as  well  as  my  process  for  "«■*'  «'^j  '*»«  solution  is  then  neariy 
phosphoric  acid,  I  have  minutely  de-  ".'H*™!'?**  ''X  ammonia,  and  then  pre- 
scribed in  a  paper  lately  read  by  me  cipitated  by  oxalate  of  ammonia,  the 
before  the  Ro/al  Society  of  Edinburgh,  P'^uction  of  oxalate  of  hme,  however, 
which  will  be  hereafter  published.  In  ""H'  '''"^  circumstances,  necessitates 
the  mean  time,  your  chemical  readers  'he  formation  of  phosphate  of  ammo- 
may  like  to  know  so  simple  a  means  of  "'"'  "".^  the  compound  phosphate  of 
punfying  the  acid  of  bones.  ammonia  and  mapiesia  will  tWfore 

I  remain,  sir,  be  precipitated.    This  plan  has  mva- 

Your  obedient  servant,  l^^^V  /"'Ip^  to  detect    magnesia    in 

William  Gbboorv.  1~?«  J  f°\ »"  ««"«"!  'he  filtered  liquid 

UnirenitTofBdinbnnrh  ^                °  examined. 

MarcbM,isM.  ^c.  Gregory  recommends  sulphuric 


CASE  OF  POISONING  BY  PRUSSIC  ACID.  893 

acid  for  separating  the  whole  of  the  cask  op 

lime  from  magnesia  in  hone :  but,  as  he        ^^     ^ 

used  no  alcohol,  it  is  a  question  whether        POISONING  BY  PRUSSIC  ACID. 

the  whole  of  the  lime  can  be  separated  Communicated  bt  Mr.  Hicks 

by  means  of  this  acid.    Admitting  that  and  Mr.  Waterworth. 

sulphate  of  lime  is  present  in  the  eva-  /  eu   ja    r     j     -^m  j-    ,  r^     ^^    . 

pomted  bone-Uquid,  as  prepared  by  our  ^^'^  '*"  ^°^^»  ^**^?'  ^«^*"*-^ 

intelligent  correspondent,  we  do  not  see  ^  

how  the  entire  absence  of  lime  can  be  ^^  Friday,  the  21st  of  March,  Mr. 

inferred  by  the  liquid  remaining  clear  Hicks,  of  High  Street,  Newington,  was 

on  the  admtion  of  sulphuric  acid;  since.  Bent  for  in  great  haste  to  see  a  person 

so  far  as  our  observation  goes,  this  who  was  stated  to  have  been  suddenly 

acid  does  not  affect  a  solution  of  sul-  taken  seriously  ill.    On  his  arrival,  he 

phate  of  lime  either  by  itself  or  when  found  the  patient  to  be  a  female  about 

mixed   with    phosphoric    acid.      We  22  years  of  age,  and  of  small  stature ; 

would,  therefore, beg  to  inauire,whether  she  was  lying  on  her  back  perfectly  in- 

the  liquid,  nearly  neutralized  by  am-  sensible,  the  teeth  clenched,  foaming  at 

monia,  does  not  give  a  precipitate  with  the  mouth,  and  the  face  so  greatly  con- 

oxalate  of  ammonia  indicative  of  lime ;  gested   as   to   be  almost  purple;  the 

for  this  test  will  undoubtedly  detect  the  breathing  was  slow,  laborious,  and  at 

presence  of  lime  when  sulphuric  acid  long  intervals,  the  pulse  gone,  and  the 

entirely  fails;  as,  for  example,  in  com-  action  of  the  heart  but  feebly  to  be 

mon  lime-water  in  a  solution  of  sul-  felt;   the  eyelids  were  partly  closed, 

phate  of  lime,  or  in  the  bone  liquid,  as  &Dd  the  eyes    appeared  as  if  pushed 

It  is  commonly  prepared  for  the  extrac-  forward  between  them,  while  the  pu- 

tion  of  phosphorus.  pils  were  dilated,  and  quite  insensible 

This  question  does  not  at  all  affect  to  the  stimulus  of  light ;    the   whole 

the  value  of  Dr.  Gregory's  ingenious  body  was  under  such  strong  spasmodic 

discovexT,  f.  e,  of  procuring  the  whole  action,  that  the  head  seemed  buried 

of  the  phosphoric  acid  in  bone,  by  sim-  between  the  shoulders,  and  the  arms 

ply  evaporating  the  liquid  at  about  nearly  turned  round  by  the  action  of 

(KX)^,  and  thus  procuring  a  mass  which  the  pronators.    There  was  neither  em- 

yieldis  soluble  phosphoric  acid  and  an  prosthotonos  nor  opisthotonos. 
"  insoluble  heavy  white  powder,"  for        Such  were  the  symptoms  as  nearly 

the  reduction  of  which  we  would  sug-  as  he    can    recollect ;    and  from  the 

gest  to  our  correspondent  the  use  of  bloated  state  of  the  countenance,  to- 

the  cyanide  of  potassium  in  the  dry  gether  with  the  foaming  state  of  the 

way.  mouth,  his  first  impression   was  that 

Dr.  Gregory's  communication  will  the  girl  was  labouring  under  some 
induce  us  to  repeat  some  experiments  form  of  epilepsy*;  but  upon  finding  the 
on  bone,  in  order  to  determine  whether  patient  pulseless,  and  the  heart  scarcely 
phosphate  of  maniesia  be  really  pre-  to  be  felt,  he  naturally  looked  for  some 
sent  or  not.  All  that  we  can  say  is,  other  cause ;  when  he  found,  upon  in- 
that  in  an  experiment  conducted,  as  we  QUiry,  that  the  symptoms  had  come  on 
thought,  with  precaution,  we  could  not  directly  after  taking  a  dose  of  medicine, 
succeed  in  finmng  a  trace  of  magnesia  which  he  ascertained  by  tasting  and 
either  as  phosphate  or  carbonate.  A  smelling  to  contain  prussic  acid.  This 
newly  discovered  process  for  rendering  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  (he 
phosphoric  acid,  as  it  is  contained  in  symptoms  were  produced  by  an  over- 
bone,  perfectly  volatile  at  a  compara-  dose  of  that  medicine ;  and  in  con- 
tively  low  temperature,  promises  to  put  junction  with  Mr.  Watson,  a  medical 
it  in  our  power  to  obtain  directly  from  gentleman  whom  he  found  at  the  house 
bone,  lime,  and,  if  it  exist,  magnesia  in  upon  his  arrival,  he  resorted  to  the 
a  caustic  state.  There  will  then  be  no  means  recommended  in  such  cases— 
difiSculty  in  determining  either  the  pre-  such  as  cold  affusion  to  the  head,  ap- 
sence  or  the  exact  proportion  of  the  plying  ammonia  to  the  nostrils,  and 
alkaline  (earthy)  bases  in  bone. — Ed.  endeavouring  to  give  brandy  and  am- 
trAZ.]  monia  internally.     As,  however,  the 

muscles  of  deglutition  were  so  fully 

«  No  odoar  of  prussic  acid  was  perceived  about 
tlie  moQth,  or  in  the  room. 
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under  the  influeace  of  the  poison,  it  is  acid  on  opening  this  caTitjr  was  very 

doubtful  whether  more  than  a  small  evident,  not  so  mach  from  the  smell  as 

quantity  passed  into  the  stomach,  not-,  from  the  sense  of  constriction  prodaced 

withstanding  every  means  was  used,  in  the  fauces. 

by  irritating  the  fauces,  to  stimulate  AMomen.—The  stomach  oostahied 

those  muscles  to  action.     Their  efibrts  about  two  ounees  of  mtMgeattd  food, 

were,  however,  perfectly  useless,  as  the  smelling  atvcmgly  of  pmssic  acid,  the 

breathing  became  gradually   slower;  organ  itaelf  appeaiine  hcaHhy,  with 

and  in  less  than  ten  minutes  after  their  the  exception  c3f  a  small  patch  near  the 

arrival  the  patient  died,— death  appear-  cardiac  orifice,  which  was  red  and  vas- 

ing  to  be  caoaedbj  the  perfect  inability  enlar.    This,  Mr.  Hicks,  however,  is 

of  the  sufferer  to  inspire,  from  the  mus-  inclined  to  think  was  not  the  effect  of 

cles  of  the  chest,  as  of  every  other  part  the  poison,  but  that  it  had  existed  for 

of  the  body,  being  under  strong  tetanic  some  time,  as  it  was  for  some  form  of 

spasms ;  the  natural  consequences  be-  dyspepsia  that  the  patient  was  taking 

ing  extreme  congestion  of  the  brain  meaicme. 

and  lungs.  The  liver  was  healthy,  as  well  as  all 

On  making  inquiries  of  the  father,  the  organs  in  the  abdomen ;  there  was 
who  was  present  at  the  time  the  medi-  no  tinge  of  blue  about  the  gall-bladder, 
cine  was  taken,  it  appears  that  no  or  in  its  contents, 
sooner  was  the  liquid  swallowed,  than  The  contents  of  the  stomach  being 
the  girl,  who  had  been  previously  sit-  taken  to  Dr.  Letheby,  of  the  London 
ting,  started  up,  throwing  her  hands  Hospital,  were  lubmitted  to  examina- 
over  her  head,  uttering  at  the  same  tion,  in  the  first  place,  by  potting 
time  a  loud  gasping  sound,  but  no  them  into  a  retort  and  distilling  by 
scream  or  thriek ;  she  stood  still  for  a  means  of  a  water-bath,  by  which  ppo- 
second  or  two,  then  running  forward  cess  two  drachms  of  fluid  passed  over, 
about  two  yards,  fell  with  her  head  first  smelling  of  prussic  acid,  a  portion  of 
to  the  ground ;  after  which  she  never  which  being  tested  by  the  iron  teat 
moved,  but  continued  to  make  a  son  of  gave  evidence  of  the  poison  by  the 
moaning  noise  for  five  minutes.  The  formation  of  Prussian  blue,  and  after- 
respiration  was  accompanied  by  a  sound  wards,  by  testing  with  the  nitrate  of 
very  much  resembling  that  observed  in  silver,  a  white  precipitate  was  pro- 
laryngismus  stridulus.  The  ribs  ap-  duced,  insoluble  in  cold,  but  soluble  in 
peared  to  become  fixed  by  a  sudden  boiling  nitric  acid ;  and  on  heating  the 
tetanic  spasm  of  the  muscles.  The  time  cyanide  of  silver  in  a  small  reduction- 
which  elapsed  between  the  taking  of  the  tube,  cyanogen  was  evolved,  which 
liquid  and  death  was  twenty  minutes^  burnt  with  a  purple  flame ;  these  tests 
The  deceased  died  ten  minutes  after  the  satisfactorily  proved  the  presence  of 
arrival  of  Mn  Hicks.  prussic  acid. 

The  next  point  to  be  considered  was 

Post-mortem  appearances.^ Kt  ninety  the  determination  of  the  quantity  of 

hours  after  death  (or  nearly  four  days),  prussic  acid  taken  by  the  deceased, 

the  body  was  examined,  when  the  fol-  From  information    supplied    by    Mr. 

lowing  were  the  appearances  presented.  Hicks,  it  appenrs  that  one  half  of  the 

Externally  there  was  great  lividity,  the  mixture,  which  was  intended  for  a  lo- 

teeth  firmly  clenched,  and  there  was  tion,  yielded  on  distillation  and  the 

foam  about  the  mouth.  p^cipitation  of  the  distilled  liquid  by 

Head, — The  dura  mater  and  sinuses  nitrate  of  silver,  nine  grains  of  cya- 

were  much  congested,  and  the  whole  nide  of  silver.    In  the  whole  mixture, 

substance  of  the  brain  was  dotted  with  theiefore,  amounting  to  four  ounces, 

blood,  which  was  fluid,  and  exceedingly  there  would  be  a  quantity  of  prussic 

black.    Ventricles  empty ;  no  odour  of  acid  equivalent  to  eighteen  grains  of 

pmssic  acid  in  this  cavity.  the  cyanide  of  silver.      This  would 

Thorax. — ^The  lunps  were  much  con-  amount  according  to  the  usual  calcula^* 

gested,  otherwise  healthy ;  heart  small,  tion  to  three  grains  and  six-tenths  of 

and  of  feeble  power ;  the  right  ventricle  anhydrous  prussic  acid.    The  deceased 

slightly  dilated,  but  the  valves  healthy ;  had  swallowed  by  mistake  one-fourth 

the  whole  organ  was  filled  with  blood,  part  of  this  lotion :  she  had,  therefore, 

which  was  perfectly  fluid,  and  of  a  very  taken  nine-tenths  of  a  grain  of  anhy- 

dark  colour.     The  odour  of  prussic  drous  prussic  acid.    Taking  Scheele's 


CASE  OF  POtSONIMG  QY  PRUSSIC  ACID.  895 

acid  at  6ve  per  cent,  this  would  be  eaui-  evidence  of  a  distorted  or  oonvuked 

Talent  to  eighteen  grains,  or  rather  state  of  the  body,  with  disturbance  of 

less   than  twenty  drops  of  Scheele*  :  the  clothes,  in  persons  who  have  been 

and,  on  comparing  it  with  the  Pharma-  found  dead  in  bed,  and  who  had  taken 

copoeial  acid,  at    two  per  cent,   this  prassic  acid.    The   most  remarkable 

quantity  of  anhydrous  acid  would  be  part   of   the    case   is,   that    the  girl 

equivalent  to  forty-five  grains,  or  forty-  obviously   retained  volition   and   the 

nine  drops.  power  of  locomotion  for  a  short  time 

after  swallowing  the  dose.    She  was 

Remarks. — This   is  probably   the  able  firom  a  sitting  posture  to  assume 

most  interesting  case  of  poisoning  by  the   erect   attitude,    throw   her  arms 

prussic  acid  which  has  been  yet  re-  above  her  head,  and  then  run  a  short 

corded.   The  history  is  in  every  respect  distance  before  she  fell.    When  seen 

complete :    the  poison   whs    acciaen-  by  Mr.  Hicks  she  was  perfectly  insen- 

tally  swallowed  in  the  presence  of  a  sible,  and  unconscious  of  everything 

person,  who  was  able  to  observe  and  that  was  passing  around  her.      She 

give  a  good  account  of  the  symptoms  made  the  same  moaning  noise  before 

to  Mr.  Hicks.    This  gentleman  arrived  death i  that  was  observed  in  the  case  of 

ten  minutes  before  the  death  of  the  de-  Sarah  Hart. 

ceased,  and  noticed  for  himself  some  of  The  most  striking  of  the  i)ost-morteni 

the  most  striking  symptoms ; — a  com-  appearances  were,— the  floidity*  and 

plete  inspection  of  the  body  was  made,  dark  colour  of  the  blood.    It  does  not 

— the  post-mortem  appearances  were  appear  that  the  blood  had  any  odour 

accurately  noted,  and  lastly,  the  exact  of  prusaie  acid,  although  this  odour, 

Quantity  of  poison  swallowed  by  the  or  rather  a  tensation  which  some  expe- 

eceased,  was  most  satisfactorily  deter-  rience  in  smelling  the  acid  instead  of 

mined  by  a  chemical  examination  of  the  odour,  t.  e.  **  eoHstrictwn  of  ike  fauces** 

lotion.  was  perceived  by  some  of  those  present 

In  respect  to  the  symptoms,  it  would  on  opening  the  cavities  of  the  thorax 

appear,  from  the  father's  statement,  and  abdomen.     The  contents  of  the 

that  he  first  heard  a  gasping  noise,  but  stomach  smelt  strongly  of  prussic  acid, 

there  was  no  shriek  or  scream.    This  t.  e,  gave  a  constricting  sensation  in 

case,  then,  appears  to  put  an  end  to  the    fauces,   and    this    was   observed 

the  theory  that  poisoning  by  prussic  ninety  hours  after  death.    In  a  case 

acid    is   always   accompanied    by    a  examined  by  Mr.  E.  Crisp,  of  WaU 

*'iiMfA-fcre«m"or'* shriek, "—a  subject  worth,  where  it  is  probable  a  conside- 

of  discossion  at  the  trials  of  Belany  rably  lareer  dose  of  the  poison  was 

and  Tawell*.     There  was  the   slow  swallowed,    there   was   ng   odour  of 

laborious  breathing  at  long  intervals,  prussic  acid  in  any  part  of  the  body, 

foaming  at  the  mouth,  protrusion  of  although  the  examination  was  made 

the  eyes,  dilated  pupils,  pulselessness,  seventy  hours  after  deathf.    Facts  of 

and  insensibility.     Mr.  Hicks  states  this  description  show  that  the  detec* 

that  there  was  no  stertor ;  that  during  tion  of  an  odour  is  a  very  uncertain 

the  convulsive  fits  the  head  and  neck  attendant  on  poisoning  by  prussic  acid* 

seemed    to    be   spasmodically   drawn  The  term  "  odow**  appears,  indeed,  to 

down  into  the  chest.    The  convulsions  be  improper,  when  applied  to  a  sensa- 

do  not  appear  to  have  been  so  great  as  tion  experienced  in  the  throat  ]  many 

to  afiect  the  trunk.    Emprosthotonos  can  detect  no  odour  at  all  in  prussic 

and  opisthotonos  were  absent;  a  fact  acid,  althoujp;h  they  have  an  undefinable 

which  may  account  for  the  want  of  sensation  of  its  presence.    One  point  is 

~*T  ^A~^ —  *   u  *  ■       .J*  1-  =^   ,  .  quite  certain,  that  those  who  look  for 

*Twodracbmsof  whBtwuuddtobeScheeIe*s    „^  ^j «  ^r  u;»*»-   ^i-.      j     •      *i. 

tcid  were  put  into  the  bottle,  but  the  anaiysii  ^^  odour  of  bitter  almonds  in  these 

prored  that  the  acid  most  have  been  under  the  cases  will  commonly  be  deceived,  and 

"t'5SSth'.r*SS'if  pol«,ni»,  by  pnuric  .dd.  P«>no»n<=e  fj*  poison  to  be  absent     It 

without  any  "  ahiiek  or  scream,"  was  reported  in  is  very  easy  for  a  person  who  has  tried 

^MbdicalGazbttb of  last  week.    Seepage  some  experiments  on   the   subject  tO 

8A9.    Mr.  Hicks  took  especial  care  to  ask  the  Ji«i;«„„i„K   *Ko  .«^«ii  ^f  ^»,^mJ^  ^^a 

father  as  to  the  kind  of  n^isemade  by  the  patient  Jstinffuish  the  smell  of  pruSSlC  acid 

on  takin^^  the  poison,  and  from  the  descriptioti  from  that  of  bitter  almonds ;  but  it  is  B 

he  gave,  it  does  not  warrant  the  assumption  that 

any  peculiar  shriek  is  made  in  death  from  prussic  *  In  Dr.  Meyer's  experhoents  on  animals,  the 

acid.    It  was  a  mere  gaapine  for  breath.    See  also  blood  was  found  coiqpdated.     Schmidt's  J  idir- 

a  third  case,  Kdinburgli  Medical  and  Sorpcal  I^Orcher,  1844^ 

Joomal,  Vol,  48,  p.  44.  t  Uncet,  Sept.  14, 1844. 
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question  whether  many  do  not  actually    sible  to  haw  the  hM  doee  of  a  poison 
seek  for  the  smell  of  the  latter,  as  evi-    ^xed  with  greater  precision*, 
dence  of  the  presence  of  the  poison. ^ 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  in  this  *  m  «    v  i.      ^.   *  »    ._^  .. 

^^„^  *u^    A          c           •        .*'»•'*"  •'""»  *  AM  EnrliRb  medical  juiiBts  have  bith»rt» 

case,  th«  odour  of  prussiC  acid  was  more  laid  it  down  that  tkree^drUn  of  a  Jrainof  IS! 

distinctly  recognised  in  the  thorax  than  bydrottsprustic  acid  mirbt  be  regarded  aa  a  iktal 

in  any  other  cavity  t    Some  who  wens  ^Ti  p±Srf  V?iS!^orT^'?  1^3?" 

present  perceived  it  more  strongly  in  Geo^hegan'tcase  (the  patient  havin|  had  a  most 

the  chest  than  in  the  abdomen,  even  "*'™^  escape  of  hii  life),  and  that  death  ha« 
after  U.e  stomach  itself  had  been  lud  ^  ^  XVL^l^^^li  "i^rSS '.^ 
Open.  Christiaon  and  other*,  is  perfectly  t>onie  out  ^ 

The     onlv    other     anneamnrpn    tv>      f^^*    I^  baa  been  objected  that  the  dote  riv«ii 
X  lie     uniy    omer    appearances    re-     i^  ^^le  cases  upon  which  this  opinion  was  fimd 

marked,  were  congestion  of  the  lungs    «.  «.  the  cases  of  the  seven  Parisian  epilepti»L 

and   brain.     The  heart  was  filled  with     W  ^^^  misstated  by  all  English  writers,  and 

blood ,  the  aorta  empty.    There  was    SL'^-Sh'^rlf  ^ .;;iSS;;^r.S^nrS 

no  blue,  tint  in  the  contents  of  the  gall-  dose  which  proved  (ktal  in  these  instances.  The 
bladder;  the  kidneys  had  a  pinkish  «7or»»»owcver,  is  but  little  more  than  the  ah-d 
colour,  and  were  mucli  congested.  iU^^''''  "  '^*  '"""'^"^  "^"^"^  ^ 

The  most  important  fact  which  this      .  £Ach  patient  took  a  dose  of  sirophydrocyaniqoe 

case  ^8cl«»e.  remains  to  be  mentioned ,    ^"oS^tSdn^^r.o'^JS?.*  SJe",^SK 

It  settles  beyond  all  dispute    that  the  of  medicinal  acid  in  each  dose  was  twenty  rn^M 

life  of  a  healthy  adult  may  he  dettroued  1SS"^52;  ^\  1694 jfrains  English  (Ann.  Shj^, 

*y  a  do.e  o/J„kydro«/acid  eauaf  ,o  12?S'^'£.i''5?''4'-«^  iSH'SiJ^^^J 

uttie-tenthsofagrain^    Dr.  Geoghegan*  fi/teen  centigrammes,  or  17*75  grains  EQ^Ush 

hi«  described  a  casein  which  a  gentle.  S^™^^?.^^2«i^i|^VUr5.^n^^^^ 

man   narrowly   escaped   with   his   life  acid  in  the  dose  taken.    Gay.lussac.  M^iil^ir 

after  having  swallowed  a  quantity  of  Bamiel,  and  Orflui,  were  employed  by  goren. 

theacidequWalent  to  M.Wy.«.  d««i    ?;<S;J;?JS»a<K£c^  SSX 

01   the  LiOndon   FnarmacopUeial   acid,     tame  as  that  prescribed  for  the  patients  appears 

In  Mr.  Hicks's  case  a  quantity  equi-  !li?2l^'^a.^**f;^®Pi*^y*'»  *??  "i^!?c  P^fvity 

„„!„..>..  J      ^      -    y      ^  ^  and  proportion  Of  acid  present  (Ann.  d'Hyxi^n^ 

valent  to  forty-nine  drops  of  the  same  I829,  pp.  iw-ao*).    They  found,  bycSEl«S 

acid  was  taken,  and  the  person  died  in  Penment,  that  ten  grains  (French;,  or  7*7  grains 

twenty  minutes.     In  a  case  reported  by  »/.}«  "cS*«|?.SL2:?f,?l'M; 

Dr.  Banks,  a  female  recovervd  after  tak-  of  washed  and  dried  c^ide  of  silver.    Thus! 

ing  thirty  drops  of  an  acid,  the  Strencrth  *^®°»  lOOfiram?  of  the  medicinal  acid,  used  in  tbe 

of  which  is  not  stated  »+    It  is  ho wewr  •y^^PtYonld  yield  30  grains  of  cyanide  of  athrer, 

VI  wiiicn  18  nocBidiea  .j    11  is,  noweyer,  ud  this  would  indicate  a  strength  of  ate  pw 


quite  possible  that  a  person  inight  die  cent,  of  anhydrous  prussic  acid.  Admitting Oi^ 

from  a  smaljer  dose  than  that  taken  by  ISi'lfT"?^ '°  "^l*!!?  *''**  ^f»  P^f 't^*  ^^ ''» 

♦i,«  .1^^^..-  A  '      -iT-     •     4          "*»»."  wj  tue  (}ose  of  syrup  17-75  grains  (English),  of  me* 

the  deceased  m  this  instance,  because  dicinal  add,  this  woufd  be  eauivalent  to  vSi 

circumstances  may  cause  the  effects  of  firams  of  anhydrous  prussic  acid,— a  dose  only  a 

the  same  dose  to  vary  in  its  operation  Slw!  ^^^^'  *^°  **"**  ^^"^  '°  ^''  "*''*^*'" 

on  different  persons.       Another  point  it  has  been  sUted  that  each  patient  took  S| 

worthy  of  remark  is,  that  the  quantity  5™|»»  ?'  anhydrous  add,-Devergie  says  s-u 

«,u:..u  -^_*  •   I     I  ill  J  *!.•  grains  (French) « 4  grains  English  of  conoea- 

which  certainly  killed  this  woman  was  "rated  acid :  but  not  to  mention  the  pctMf  toiSe 

actually  less  than  that  which  was  found  contrary  in  the  above  calculation,  the  symptoms 

to   be   nrMPnt  in   thp  atomnrh   of  rhp  ""^  duration  of  these  cases  much  more  clearly 

to   oe  present  m   me  Stomacn  or  me  resemble  the  effects  of  a  dose  of  about  a  grain  <i 

woman  Hart :   and  yet  it  was  absurdly  anhydrous  prussic  add,  than  those  of  a  dose  of 

attempted,  in  the  defence  of  Tawell,  to  ^^  <»![  *?"'  grains;  and  the  mistake  in  the 

show  that  there  was  not  enough  of  the  T^^^  X'^r;^'?'"or,S2'"ic?d"=»*S 

poison  found  to  destroy  life  I     We  have,  have  been,  rather  than  what  it  was  found  to  be. 

then,incasesofDr.Geoghegan,andMr.  'FZ'^!^1^^,J'''L\'^S^'  ^'«/°£l5^?*  ^i 

XT-  1,'      ,1,-      1           «>   ^       ^    1      *u   ^  ""^  equal  to  about  60  grains  of  Scheele,  and 

illcKs,   the   clearest   proof— 1,    that    a  120  jjrains  of  the  P.  L.  add.     Some  of  the  epi. 

person  has  recovered  from  a  quantity  ^ep^ic  patients  survived   three-quarters  of  an 

enuivAlent  to  thirtv-six  drooR  of  P   l'.  ^®°*"»  »«*  *»ad  the  dose  been  solaige  as  above 

equivaieni;  10  ininy  six  arops  01  r.  J^.  supposed,  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  woaM 

acid  (fourteen  of  Scheele);  and  2d,  have  died  in  amuch  shorter  period  of  time.  This 
that  a  person  has  died  from  forty-nine  ^^}  shows  that  we  have  in  Mr.  Hicks's  case  the 
^m^^,.  ^  *u^  -D  T  ..«:j  /*».>..<  J smallest  dose  of  prussic  acid  which  has  yet  de- 
drops  Of  the  F.L.  acid  (twenty  drops  stroyed  life:  but  this  does  not  at  all  affect  the 

of  Scheele|).  It  appears  to  be  impos-  opinion  that  three-quarters  of  a  grain  of  anhy. 
; drous  add  might  act  aa  a  fatal  dose,— an  opinion 

*  DubUn  Medical  Journal,  vol.  viii.  p.  808.  to  which  we  believe  all  toxicologists  would  assent. 

t  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Joum.  Vol.  48,  p.  44. 

J  It  is  here  assumed  that  Scheele's  acid  con-  ...... 

tains  5  per  c«nt.  of  anhydrous  acid,  but  it  is  set-  ^ 
dom  found  so  strong  as  this. 
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ANALTSfiS  AND  NOTICBS  ov  BOOKS,  proved  opinions  of  othars  has  taken 

from  faia  remarkB  that  practical  charae- 

•«  L'antenr  le  tue  ft  tilonper  ce  que  le  lectenr  8«  ^^^  which  is  always  so  discernible  in  a 

toe  k  ftin^gcr."— d'Albmbbbt.  work  of  actual  observtition.    We  shall 

"""^  now  proceed  to  make  extracts  from 

The  Diagnotit^  Preventwn^  and  Treat-  those  parts  of  the  work  which  appear 

meni,  of  Diseaset  qf  tke  Heart,  and  to  contain   the  most  prominent  and 

ofAneumm.     Wttk  Obtervatiotu  oh  useful  of  the  author's  opinions.    Tha 

RheumaiiMm.    By  J.  J.  Fubnivall,  following  remarks  occur  in  the  "  Gene- 

M.D.    London,  1845.    8vo.pp.2L6.  ral  Obserrations  on  Diagnosis." 

Thbrb  are  several  difficult  and  obscure  "  It  would  be  well  could  we  alwaya 

subjects  ih  pathology  upon  which  it  and  with  certainty  distinguish  between 

appears  to  be  almost  impossible  to  write  fonctionaldisorder,  and  organic  disease 

either  too  much  or  too  often ;  provid-  of  the  heart ;  but  this  is  not  always  to 

ing  always  that  the  authors  are  neither  be  done.    This  circumstance  Willi  at 

quacks  nor  tyros,  but  men  of  experience  times^  prove  a  comfort  to  both  pimeti- 

and  research,  whose  efforts  are  conti*  tioner  and  i>atient ;  as  it  should  pre<* 

nually  bent  to  the  honest  purpose  of  vent  the  former  from  either  giving  off 

removing  the  doubts  which  beset  the  entertaining  too   gloomy  aa  opinion 

subjects  of  their  inquiries.    Among  the  while  he  awaits  the  results  of  treatment« 

chief  of  these  topics  are  phthisis,  ma-  and  the  latter  can  entertain  more  hope 

Hgnant  disease,  and  cardiac  affisctions.  of  recovery  than  if  his  medical  adviser 

The  greater  part  of  the  work  before  could  decide  that  there  is  oreanio  and 

us  appears  to  be  made  up  of  such  ob-  incurable  disease.    We  shall  be  aided 

•ervalions  of  other  writers  as  the  ao«  in  this  diagnosis  by  observinff  whether 

thor  considers  to  have  stood  the  test  of  the  symptoms  have  arisen  stradenly  or 

his  own  experience :  it  would  be  diffi-  oom3  on  gradually ;   whether  they  aitt 

cult  to  point  out  more  than  one  or  two  intermittent    or    constantly    presents 

doctrines  in  the  book  which  have  alto«  Wherefore  we  should  at  the  very  outset 

gether  orijpnated  with  himself,  and  yet,  inquire  whether  the  dyspnosa  (uanaUj 

after  careuilly  noting  his  views,  espe-  the  first  symptom)  is  a  constant  atten* 

cially  those  on  the  general  pathology  dant  upon  every  exertion  of  mnscnlar 

of  the  diseases,  and  the  principles  of  power."  p.  13.    In  another  place  it  la 

their  treatment,  it  appears  to  us  that  observed,  **  Functional  palpitation  oc* 

very  few  writers  have  appreciated  so  curs  only  occasionally ;  it  is  not  ea* 

justly  as  he  has  done  the  real  charac-  cited,  but  often  relieved  by  corporeal 

ters  and  tendencies  of  cardiac  affee-  exercise  i    uid  this  is  a  very  oistis* 

tions,  and  the  rational  plan  upon  whii^h  guishing  mark,  fionr  oiiganic  palpitation 

they  should  be  treated.    We  allow  this  u  both  excited  and  augmented  by  ex« 

freely,  with  regard  to  his  general  doc-  ertion,  even  very  slight  exertion ;   it 

trines,  although  we  shall  have  to  diflEbr  may   come   on,  while   quiet   though 

entirely  from  him  in  several  of  the  wakeful,  in  the  night  i  it  is  accompa* 

details.  nied  by  nervous  symptoms  i  dnrinr  tha 

The  work  is  divided  into  ten  chap-  intervals  the  puue  and  action  of  the 

ters ;  the  principal  of  which  treat  of  heart  are  natural ;  and  this  is  another 

pericarditis,  endocardids,  hypertrophy,  distinguishing  mark."  p.  189. 

dilatation,  diseases  of  the  valves,  obser-  The  following  observation  is  fiuniliar 

vations  on  the  treatment  of  aneurism,  to  most  pmctical  auscultators,  but  is  of 

palpitation,  and  functional  disorders,  great  value.    *'  Let  not  the  student  be 

and  observations  on  rheumatism  and  discouraged  if  he  shall  on  some  daya 

on  the  prevention  of  bean  disease,  distinctly  hear  certain  soundi  which 

Under  these  heads  are  included  the  on  other  days  are  obscure,  or  not  to  be 

diagnosis,  prognosis,  and  treatment  of  heard  at  all ;  for,  as  I  have  abeadv 

ench  class  of  di^^ease.   It  is  fiiirly  stated,  said,  the  sounds  will  vary  from  the  ef- 

in  the  preftice,  that  *'  the  diagnosis  is  fects  of  treatment,  and  other  causes* 

a  practical  digest  a*'d  compilatfon  from  Treatment  will  often  exert  a  marked 

the  latest  authors  who  have  written  on  inflnenee  over  the  aonnda,  so  as  to 

the  subject."    This  plan  certainly  has  eause  a  new  comer,  examining  for  tha 

its  advantages ;  but  it  appears  to  us  first  time,  to  sospect  or  even  to  deny 

that,  in  more  than  one  instance,  a  too  their  existence  altogether,  past  or  pre- 

dose  adherence  to  the  somewhat  un-  tent."  p«  15.     In  awouiring  the  pro* 

906.^xxxv.  3  I 
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bable  causes  of  the  creater  freq^uency  dence  of  rheamatism,  and  the  conse- 
of  the  occurrence  of  the  disease  in  the  (^uent  pericardial  and  endocardial  a&c* 
left  cavities  of  the  heart  than  in  the  tions,  upon  the  existence  of  a  morbid 
right,  Dr.  F.  argues  that  as  the  "  fully  state  of  the  blood  itself.     In  its  general 
elaborated  arterial  blood  is  the  natunu  bearings    this    view    is,    we     believe, 
stimulus  to  the  heart's  action,"  this  shared  with  him  by  many  pathologists 
blood,  "  highly  elaborated,  and  rich  as  of  the  present  day.    Dr.  Furnivail  rcvu 
it  is  in  stimulant  material,  may  be  ren-  his  theory  upon  the  following  grouiids. 
dered  by  disease  more  stimulating  to  "  An  excess  of  fibrine  has  been  detected 
the  parletes  of  the  cavities  and  canals  in  the  blood  of  rheumatic  persons ; 
through  which  it  circulates,  than  the  which  excess  must  render  it   highly 
Tenous  would  be  to  the  right  ventricle."  and   morbidly    stimulant.      Probably 
p.  17.    It  would  require  further  che-  there  is  also  some  other  arrangement  oif 
mical  data  than  we  at  present  possess  its  primary  componenta,  which,  in  the 
to  establish    the    correctness  of  this  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  may  be 
theory.    It  is  not  easy  to  perceive  why,  best  described  by  saying  that  it  is  re- 
even  under  a  diseased  condition  of  the  lieved   by    an   elimination    of    acid 
fluids,   the   more   elaborated  arterial  through  the  secretions,  and   best  ob- 
blood  should  have  a  greater  irritating  viated  in  treatment  by  the  use  of  alka- 
influence  on  the  tissues  which  it  per-  lies.    Possibly  lithic  acid  may  exist  in 
meates  than   the   venous   fluid    has,  excess  in  the  form  of  lithate  of  soda.*' 
which  comes  to  the  heart  loaded  with  He  adds,  that  Dr.  Shonlein  holds  this 
many  impurities.    We  have  always  at-  opinion  also.    The  chapter  on  pericar- 
tiibuted  the  greater  tendency  to  disease  ditis  contains  much  that  is  deserving 
of  the  left  cavities,  in  some  measure,  to  of  attention.    The  following  "view  ia, 
the  comparatively  unyielding  nature  of  we  believe,  rather  opposed  to  the  opi- 
their  structures,  the  closeness  or-the  nion  generally  entertained:  ^Pericar- 
valves,  and  the  great  and  almost  rt^d  ditis  seldom  precedes  endocarditia,  for 
power  of  the  ventricle,  all  of  which  the  signs  of  the  latter  are  generally  6rst 
circumstances  must  have  an  influence  to  be  met  with."  p.  34. 
in  rendering  the  parts  more  liable  to        An   observation    on    the   diagnoais 
mechanical  injury,  upon  occasions  of  of  adherent  pericardium,   by  an    ex- 
obstruction  and  over-excitement.     In  perienced  auscultator,  is  here   intro- 
nine-tenths  of  the  cases  of  mechanical  duced.    It  first  appeared  in  thisioumal, 
lesion  of  the  heart,  the  mischief  is  found  but  is  worth  reauoting.    Mr.  Aspland 
to  have  occurred  on  the  left  side  :  the  says,  **  In  a  healthy  individual  sitting 
right  cavities  are  more  accustomed  to  erect'  the  apex  of  the  heart  strikes  at 
obstructions,   are    more   pliable   and  two    inches   below   the   left    nipple, 
elastic,  and  therefore  do  not  so  readily  and   one   inch   nearer   the  atemuoL 
sufler  from  over-distension.   It  may  be,  If  lying   on  the  left  side  it  strikes 
too,  that  the  cavities  on  this  side  of  the  in  a  line  vertical  with  the  nipple  ;   if 
heart  are  naturally  more  adapted  to  the  lying  on  the  right,  it  strikes  m  a  line 
reception  of  irritating  fluids  than  those  with  the  edge  of  the  sternum.     In  ad- 
on  the  left :  as,  in  health,  the  former  herent  pericardium  this  mobility  is  lost, 
receive    the    highly    carbonised  fluid  The  apex  of  the  heart  does  not  change 
from  the  veins,  and  the  latter  are  ac-  its  place  of  beating  by  any  change  in 
customed  to  transmit  only  a  perfectly  the  patient's  position."      Dr.  F.  has 
depurated   stream,   so,   in  disease,  a  never  failed  to  remark  labouring  action 
strongly  azotized  or  otherwise  morbid  of  the  heart  in  pericardial  adhesion, 
fluid  may  be  conveyed  with  impunity  The  opinion  of  M.  Forget,  that  occa- 
by  the  ri£[ht  cavities,  while  it  produces  sionally    "  scarcely    any   appreciable 
the  most  irritating  effects  upon  the  left,  embarrassment  is  caused  thereby  to  the 
All  are  aware  that  pungent  substances,  movements  of  the  heart,"  will  also  And 
which -can  be  borne  without  injuiy  on  its  advocates :  it  is  true  that  adhesion 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lip,  pro-  seldom  fails  to  be  attended  eventually 
dnee  the  most  violent  inflammation  if  with  fatal  disorder  of  the  cardiac  func- 
applied  to  the  conjunctiva  of  the  eye ;  tions,   ^ut   many  Instances  occur  in 
and  yet  it  would  be  difficult  to  assign  which,  while  the  orran  remains  free 
for  this  any  other  reason  than  that  of  from   hypertrophy,   its    valves  being 
necessity.    One  of  the  most  prominent  healthy,  there  is  certainly  no  observ- 
of  the  author's  opinions  is  tne  depen-  able  disordered  action*     The  author 
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considen  that  a  differant  plan  of  treat-  that  the  diagnostic  disthictionB  between 

mentis  reouired  in  uncomplicated  cases  them  are  not  always  very  clearly  de- 

of  pericaraitis  from  that  which  is  pro-  fined ;  for  although  Dr.  Fumivall  lays 

Der  in  acute  pericardial  inflammation,  it  down  as  a  rule  that  the  existence  of 

in  the  former  this  must  be  as  vigorous  a  bellows-murmur  in  cases  of  pericar- 

as  the  strength  of  the  patient  will  al-  ditis  may  be  taken  as  an  assurance  that 

low.    "  Bold  venesections  on  the  first  endocarditis  is  also  present,  (p.  35),  we 

day,   then   cupping  and  leeching  as  have  seen  more  than  one  experienced 

freely  as  possible;  this  is,  supposing  auscultator  at feult in  deciding' whether 

there  is  no  endocarditis."  p.  45.     In  a  sound  of  this  kind  arose  firom  the  in-> 

the  latter  disease,  he  says,  '*  the  treat-  terior  or  exterior  of  the  heart';  and,  we 

ment  usually  recommended  is  that  of  submit,  it  would  be  difficult  to  disprove 

pericarditis ;  and  if  by  that  be  meant  the  fact  that  the  most  frequent  si^  of 

Sericarditis  complicated  with  endocar-  mere  pericardial  inflammation  is  a 
itifl  our  practice  will  be  correct,  and  murmur  of  this  character.  Indeed,  in 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases  such  a  the  very  next  page  (p.  36)  Dr.  F.  him- 
com plication  will  occur;  but  the  treat-  self,  in  describing  the  characteristics  of 
nent  of  uncombined  pericarditis  difiers  pericardial  bruits,  says,  "  The  character 
from  that  suitable  to  endocarditis,  as  it  of  the  sound  varies ;  it  may  resemble 
will  admit  of  more  energetic  treatment  the  rumpling  of  silk  or  parchment,  the 
than  will  endocarditis.  In  the  latter  creaking  of  new  leather,  the  sound  of 
syncope  might  be  fiital,  and  we  there-  a  rasp,  or  it  may  be  merely  a  bellows 
fore  must  use  the  lancet  very  carefully ;  murmur."  Under  these  circumstances 
while  in  pericolitis  we  may  bleed  we  do  not  perceive  that  Dr.  Fumivall 
with  much  boldness.  Again,  nausea  makes  out  ver^  clearly  the  distinctive 
unto  faintness  will  prove  beneficial  in  marks  by  which  it  can  be  perceived 
the  latter;  but  in  the  former,  where  that  one  or  other  class  of  treatment 
the  fibrine  renders  the  current  of  blood  should  be  adopted.  For  our  own  part 
throng  the  heart  very  sluggish,  fainU  we  have  always  been  opposed  to  the 
ness  from  languor  may  favour  depo-  use  of  extensive  depletorjr  measures  in 
aitions  of  fibrinous  concretions."  p.  62.  severe  cases  of  rheumatic  pericardial 
In  this  latter  disease,  therefore,  we  are  and  endocardial  inflammation.  In  the 
recommended  to  employ  "  one  or  two  lighter  cases  of  the  former  disease,  that 
bloodlettings,  avoiding  the  slightest  is  to  say,  where  the  patients  are  young, 
approach  to  syncope ;  then  loc^  de-  stout,  and  vigorous,  active  antiphlo- 
tractions  of  blood  will  be  preferable,  gistic  means  are  often  successful ;  but, 
and  cupping  and  leeches  might  lie  where  the  pericarditis  occurs  in  a  pa- 
prescribed,  according  as  circumstances  tient  who  is  at  all  debilitated,  free  ge- 
seem  to  require."  The  remainder  of  neral  bloodletting  appears  to  us  to  be 
the  treatment  will  consist  principally  a  most  dangerous  measure,  and  we  have 
in  the  use  of  mercury  carried  only  to  eertainly  seen  the  symptoms  of  peri- 
the  extent  of  producing  tenderness  of  carditis  become  aggravated  after  deple- 
the  gums,  and  alkalis,  which  the  au-  tion  in  weaklvpatients,  so  rapidly,  and 
thor  regards  *' as  almost  specifics  in  this  to  so  formidable  a  degree,  as  to  render 
disease,  as  they  seem  to  reduce  the  ab-  it  evident  that  the  treatment  had  ab- 
normal thickness  of  the  blood  verr  ^vated  the  disease  and  placed  life  itf 
speedily  and  very  effectually."  p.  64-5.  imminent  jeopardy.  It  is  probable 
The  distinctions  which  Dr.  Fumivall  that,  in  most  cases  of  pericarditis,  there 
here  lays  down  may  perhaps  be  fol-  also  exists  more  or  less  of  pericardial 
lowed  out,  and  with  adivantage,  by  ex-  complication,  but  the  cases  where  the 
perienced  physicians,  but  we  doubt  symptoms,  of  inflammation  of  the  lln- 
whether  they  have  not  a  tendency  to  ing  of  the  heart  become  very  evident 
perplex  many  of  the  class  of  men  to  are  generally  those  in  whicti  the  pa- 
whom  this  work  is  more  especially  ad-  tients  have  been  previously  unhealthy; 
dressed — students  and  junior  practi-  and  here  the  inflammatory  symptoms, 
tioners.  It  is  represented  that  there  assuming  a  low  type,  altogether  contr»- 
are  here  two  diseases^ pericarditis  and  indicate  the  Frencn  system  of  treating 
endocarditis,  which  require  to  be  very  endocarditis  by  extensive  bleedings, 
differently  treated : — we  are  also  told.  We  should  be  glad,  did  our  space  ad- 
and  few  are  unaware  of  the  ftct,  that  mit,  to  quote  mm  the  author's  yiewa 
these  diseases  frequently  coexiat,  and  on  the  treatment  of  hypertrophy,  which 
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ue  very  jast:  we  can  ooly  give  the.  wbich  he  woold  give  this  mcdiciBe 

fellowiDg  isolated  passages.    "  Our  in-  internally  is  that  of  hypertrophy  of  the 

dications  of  treatment  are  tvo-fold— •  right  ventsicle  in  eompUcation   with 

one,  to  reduce  the  irritability  and  ab-  narrowing  of  the  mitral  orifice.     Upoa 

normally  great  action  of  the  muscular  this  point  we  shall  presently  offer  one 

fibre  itself;  the  other,  to  diminish  the  or  two  dissentient  remarks.     A   good 

quantity  of  fluid  in  the  ventricle  until  deal  of  interesting  matter  is  coDtained 

inere  is  as  little  fluid  remaining  in  it  as  in  the  chapter  on  '*  Diseaaea  of  the 

may  consist  with  a  due  performance  of  Valves,"  but  we  doubt  if  this  portion  of 

its  vital  functions. '    '*  A  reduction  of  the  work  has  received  ao  much  care 

the  mass  of  circulating  fluid  is  impor*  from  the  author  as  its  importance  re- 

tant ;  for  as  the  quantity  lessens  so  quired.    It  is  evident  that  neither  Dr. 

will   the   ventricular    parietes   adapt  F.,  nor  many  of  our  English  auscol- 

themselves  to  their  contents."    "One  tators,  will  be  willing  to  admit,  with 

great  point  (in  the  treatment)  is  ab-  Professor  Forget,  that  in  organic  dis- 

staining  from  much  drink,  and  as  dry  ease,  "  whether  it  be  the    aortic   or 

a  diet  must  be  followed  as  the  patient  mitral  valve  that  is  afiTected,  it  is  never 

can  bear."  p.  75-7.  The  author's  views  easy  to  say."    We  think  that  many 

are  principally  extensions  of  the  opi-  would  be  found  to  difier  from  Dr.  For- 

nions  of  Hope  and  subsequent  writers,  nivall  in  the  opinion  stated  at  p.  122^ 

but  they  are  well  given,  and  appear  to  that  in  great  contraction  of  the  aortic 

be  delivered  by  one  who  has  tested  valves  the  pulse  is  generally  '^inter- 

them   by   his   own   experience,   and  mittent  and  irregular."    In  the  follow- 

proved  their  value.    We  would  apply  ing  page  it  is  stated,  that  "  obsCraetive 

the  same  encomium  to  his  principles  of  disease  is  accompanied   by  a    hard, 

treating  dilatation,  (p.  102.)  jarring  pulse."    No  aUusson  is  made 

We  are  happ^  to  find  that  Dr.  Fur*  'to  the  peculiar- musical,  Whistling,  or 

nivall  agrees  with  those  who  are  gene^  cooing  sound  which  is  so  ckaracterisCic 

rally  opposed  to  the  internal  admini»'  an  attenfiant  npon  the  diastolic  move- 

tintion  of  digitalis  in  organic  diseases  ments  in  cases  of  regurgitant  disease 

of  the  heart,  which  he  docs,  not  only  accompanied  with  retroversion  of  ths 

on    account   of    the    aggravation   of  aortic  valves. 

symptoms  which  this  drug  is  liable  to       The  remarks  npon  the  treatment  of 

produce,  but  from  the  fact  of  its  fa*  dilatation  accompanying  diiesse  of  the 

vouring  the  tendency  to  further  disten*  valves  are  worthy  of  earefnl  pemsai ; 

sion  and  dilatation  of  the  cavities  of  a  we  must,  however,  venture  to  difier 

diseased  heart.    He  objects  to  it,  also,  from  the  author  in  his  opinion,  ez- 

because  it*  is  apt  to  produce  nausea  pressed  at  p.  i47>  that  an  entirelv  op* 

and  i^astric  irritation,  and  with  this  posite  plan  of  treatment  shoold   be 

gastric  irritation  he  has  found  that  it  adopted  in  cases  of  obstruction  of  the 

ceases  to  lower  the  pulse — it  raises  it-*  mitral  valve  to  that  which  is  indicated 

neither  will  it  then  act  as  a  diuretic,  in  aortic  valve  disease.    Hcappears  to 

The  author  observes,  in  another  places  have  arrived  at  this  conclusion  from 

^'  Its  influence  is  to  enfeeble  the  acKoo  adoi>ting  the  now  generally  discarded 

of  the  heart,  and  retard  the  circulation  opinion  of  M.  firicneteau,  that,  in  ths 

of  the  blood ;  conseqnentlvt  it  will  pro**  former  case,  the  forcible  action  of  the 

mote  the  stH^nation  of  tne  blood,  the  hypertrophic   right   ventricle   is   the 

very  thing  it  is  our  object  in  this  diss-  cause  of  the  puunonary  hsmoirhaget 

ease  to  avoid"  <he  is  here  speaking  of  and  obstructions  which  are  anch  ire- 

'endocarditis,  but  the  same  remark  ap-  quent  and  dangerous  attendants  npon 

•plies  eqnal^  to  all  other  diseases  of  mitral  narrowing ;  slid  that  it  is  there- 

the  heart)  :  "  it  has  been  banished  by  fore  requisite  to  reduce  the  muscular 

all  good  practitioners  from  all  diseases  and  propulsive  power  of  the  right  ven- 

of  we  heart  attended  with  debility  of  triele.    In  this  disease  alone,  then,  he 

the  organ."  p.  64.    He  has,  however,  recommends  the  use  of  digitaUs,  com* 

ased  digitalis  endermically,  withadvan-  bined  with  tonics,  and  says  that  here 

tsge  (applying  the  powder  to  an  abrailed  detractions  of  blood,  and  the  use  of 

surface  on  the  chest),  in  paroxysmal  at-  hydragogve  purgatives,  as  elaterinm, 

-tacks  of  palpitation  and  dyspnoea  atten-  may  also   be  employed,  p.  149.    In 

dant  upon  oiffsnic  disease.  speaking  of  these  caoes,  he  remarks: 

The  only  sirni  of  heart  disease  in  **  DigitaUs  is  peouiiarly  serviceable^ 
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for  it  protects  the  lungi  from  the  too  ooavse  to  make  use  of  a  remedy  with 
powerral  action  of  the  right  ventricle^  legard  to  the  effects  of  which  we  shall 
Ulessens  dyspncea, it  prevents  haemo^  nfpin  qaote  the  authoi's  own  words : 
tjsis,  and  allows  the  left  ventricle  to  "  its  innuenee  is  to  enfeeble  the  action 
be  less  overpowered  by  the  onward  of  the  heart,  and  retard  the  drcalation 
pressing  currenL"  p.  i/l.  Now,  we  of  the  blood"  P  Wehave  long  thought 
oelieve  that,  in  cases  of  simple'  mitral  that  in  all  organic  diseases  of  the  heart 
obstruction,  the  left  ventricle  is  never  the  use  of  digitalis  should  be  discon- 
embarrassed  with  too  great  a  pressure  tinned  on  principle,  as  it  always  tends, 
of  blood,  until  a  very  late  period  of  the  more  or  less,  to  produce  that  weakened 
disease,  when  Tcnous  obstruction  be-  condition  of  the  organ  which,  in  the 
gins  to  produce  delay  in  the  systemic  ordinary  course  of  the  disease,  ultt- 
arteries ;  but,  on  the  contrarv,  this  mately  proves  fatal,  and  as  the  tem|x>- 
cavity  is  not  unfrequently  found  small  rary  benefit  which  ensues  from  its 
and  contracted,  evidently  from  the  diuretic  effect  might  always  be  pro- 
scantiness  of  the  current  which  it  has  duced  with  more  safety  by  remedies 
had  to  transmit.  In  narrowing  of  the  which  do  not  in  any  way  depress  the 
mitral  orifice  the  right  ventricle  iB  action  of  the  heart.  In  a  practical 
placed  nearly  in  the  same  pathological  and  elementary  work,  professing  to 
condition  as  the  left  ventricle  is  when  embrace  the  whole  treatment  of  caraiac 
its  ontlet  becomes  contracted ;  and  the  disorders,  we  are  surprised  to  see  bilt 
ultimate  consequences  are,  upon  the  very  slight  allusion  made  to  the  influ- 
whole,  nearly  the  same  in  both  in^  ence  of  uulmonaiy  affections  in  aggra- 
stances— that  is  to  say,  the  obstruction,  yating  the  symptoms  of  valvular  and 
in  either  case,  produces  engoraement  other  organic  diseases,  and  that  very 
of  the  ventricle  behind  it :  the  delay  to  little  stress  is  laid  upon  the  necessity  of 
the  transmission  of  blood,  thus  Qcea-  watching,  with  the  utmost  solicitude» 
sioned,  is  for  a  time  partially  oompen-*  the  condition  of  the  nulmonary  func- 
sated  by  hypertrophy  and  increased  tions  in  these  states.  Very  few  patients, 
propulsive  power  in  the  muscular  walls  comparatively,  die  from  the  ultimate 
of  that  cavity;  but,  from  the  first  effect  of  cardiac  obstruction— complete 
onset  of  the  disease,  permanent  dilata^  inability  of  the  heart  to  contract ;  by 
tion  of  the  ventricle  gradually  advances  far  the  greater  number  perish  from  the 
in  each  instance ;  and  whenever  this  superaddition  of  broncnitis,  or  some 
arrives  at  the  point  of  counterbalancing  other  inflammatory  condition  of  the 
the  increased  power  which  hypertrophy  longs.  Very  slight  cardiac  lesions  will 
has  given  to  the  muscle,  the  yentncle  determine  a  £aud  result  in  cases  of 
becomes  incapable  of  contracting,  and  pulmonarjr  disease  ]  while,  on  the  other 
death  results.  Now,  we  are  aware  that  hand,  it  is  often  surprisinff  for  how 
dilatation  does  not  make  such  rapid  many  years  persons  affected  with  al- 
progress  in  the  right  yentriclci  under  most  extreme  valvular  disease  continue 
the  circumstances  mentioned,  as  it  does  to  enjoy  tolerable  health  when  the 
in  the  left,  when  that  cavity  is  similarly  lungs  remain  in  a  healthy  condition, 
embarrassed  owing  to  the  interposition  It  is  very  observable  that  in  mild  win- 
of  the  pulmonary  vessels  of  the  left  ters  comparatively  few  cases  of  heart- 
auricle  i  it  is  also  to  be  admitted  that  disease  {iresent  themselves  to  our  no- 
while  there  is  more  hypertrophy  than  tice;  while,  at  the  commencement  of  ft 
dilatation,  and  the  heart  still  acts  vigo-  severe  season,  patients  thus  affected 
rously,  digitalis,  and  other  depressing  begin  to  crowd  the  wards  of  our  large 
agents,  do  not  usually  produce  any  hospitals,  like  withered  leaves  which 
yeryapparentserions  results;  and  when  the  first  sharp  gusts  of  winter  haye 
this  medicine  acts  as  a  diuretic,  a  quan-  driven  from  their  branches, 
tity  of  fluid  is  thus  removed  from  the  Although  we  differ  from  Dr.  Fnr« 
system,  and  the  symptoms  are,  for  a  nival  I  in  certain  of  his  conclusions,  wo 
time,  relieved.  But  it  is  also  certain  that  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  his  work 
the  ultimate  tendency  of  mitral  disease  contains  much  that  is  valuable.  Most 
is  to  weaken  and  incapacitate  the  right  persons  will  admit  that  the  faculty 
yentriclcpandthatthe  hypertrophy  of Uiis  which  enables  an  author  to  appreciate 
cavity  is  a  provision  of  nature  by  which  and  extend  the  useful  suggestions  of 
alone  it  is  enabled  to  carry  on  the  cir-  others  is  scareely  less  meritorious  than 
culation.    Is  it,  then,  here  a  judicious  that  which  leads  to  the  observation  of 
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Doyel  facta.    We  have  little  doubt  that  be  thos  set  at  defiance,  and  the  on- 

had  the  author  obsenred  the  caution  of  registered  would  be  taught,  when  too 

have  led  to  the  correction  of  the  occa-  ^^  acted  most  unwisely.    The  penalty 

fiional    inconsibtencies    which   detract  would  be  a  recommencement  of  their 

from,  but  do  not  destroy,  the  value  of  studies,  followed  probably  hy  a  more 

the  work.    We  recommend  its  perusal.  ^^^^^  examinaUon  than  that  which 

and.  repeat,  that,  upon  the  whole,  the  ^i      .    ^    ,      j.        a 

author  will  be  founci  to  have  displayed  ^"^7  ^^^  already  undergone, 
in  it  a  just  appreciation  of  the  patho-       The  clause  which  affects  the  regiA- 

logy  and  general  treatment  of  cardiac  tration  of  future  practioners  is  the  i3th« 

diseases.  H  y^jg  ^s  follows  :— 


'<  And  be  it  enacted.  That  a  Register 

MEDICAL   GAZETTE.  ^^}}  ^  ^^P^  "^  pubUAed  from  time 

_  . ,        ..,«,.,>  to  time,  under  the  direction  of  the  said 

Friday,  April  11,  1846.  Council,  of  all  persons  who  shall  have 

been  examined,  and  shall  have  leceiTed, 

x  licet  omniboi,  Ucet  etitm  mihl,  dlgiiitate  and  shall  exhibit  before  the  said  Conn- 

Artit  Medico  tneri;  potestaa  modo  veniendi  in  oil,  Letters  Testimonial  as  hereinafter 

pabUcain8it,diceDdipericiilomnonitcQM>.»  mentioned   of   their   qualification    to 

CicBao.  pj^^jiigg  ng  a  Physician,  or  as  a  Surgeon, 

KEGI^TIONASITWILLAFFECT  t.^ ."t^^li^i^}^ 

FUTURE  PRACTITIONERS.  cU  shidl  be  entitled  to  have  from  the 

In  our  last  number  we  discussed  the  ^mon  requiring  to  be  registered  a  fee 

«.«;/«»(i  ».,<>««:^»<.  «.i.:«Y«  *,«»*  .^.-^a,,  of  Fw«  Poicnrft  m  the  case  of  a  Physi- 

vanous  questions  wtiicn  nave  arisen  o          _        ;■  «u    ^        r  ^i* 

.  ^    -          .                 -       ,.    ,  cian  or  Surgeon,  and  the  fee  of  Twq 

respecting  the  registration  of  medical  p^jimrfj  in  the  case  of  a  Licentiate^ 

men  now  legally  engaged  in  practice,  which  fees  shall  be  applied  toward  de- 

We  propose  on  the  present  occasion  fraying  the  expenses  of  this  Act ;  and 

to  say  a  few  words  respecting  the  regis-  ^'^^J^'^^^^.^^^^  ^^^^  **?,•? 

.    ^.        -  -  ^              f,^.      ^      «     #  registered,  who  shall  be  desirous  that 

tration  of  future  practitioners.    So  far  Yi^  name  shall  be  continued  in  the 

as  concerns  both  classes,  we  must  re-  published  Register,  shall  in  the  month 

gard  this  registration  as  compulsoiy  i  of  January  in  every  year  send  to  the 

for  whatever  may  be  the  professional  ^\  Council  his  name  and  plaee  of 

-.,.  v<8    *•          /              1        •*    X  abode,  with  the  date  of  his  Testimo- 

quahfications  of  a  man  who  omite  to  ^ials,  and  the  Council  shall  verify  the 

have  his  name  inserted  on  the  register,  returns  so  made  to  them  by  comparison 

he  will  no  longer  be  regarded  in  law  as  with  the  Re^ster  kept  by  them,  and 

a  member  of  the  medical  profession  |  J^a^l  forthwith,  without  any  further 

and  he  will  be  deprived  of  aU  the  legal  Jj.^  Jrrfet'JrSrrt'S'eit 

rights  (few  as  they  are)  which  the  bill  be  published  in  alphabetical  order  in 

secures  to  registered  practitioners.    It  their  several  classes,  with  their  several 

is  important  that  this  shbuld  be  well  places  of  abode,  and  dates  of  their  Tes- 

understood;   for  something  has  been  ^^^^'' 

said  about  the  registration  being  <'  op-  There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the 

tional,"  or  only  "  inferentially  compul-  meaning  of  this  clause.    The  registra- 

sory,"  &c.     It  was  even  at  one  time  tion  fee  is  here  five  pounds  for  phyai- 

proposed,  and  we  do  not  know  that  the  cians  and  surgeons,  and  two  pounds  for 

scheme  is  yet  entirely  abandoned,  that  licentiates.    For  our  parts  we  do  not 

an  attempt  should  be  made  to  defeat  see  why  this  fee  should  not  have  been 

the  whole  measure  by  a  general  refusal  higher  for  the  future,  and  lower  lor 

to  register.     An  Act  of  Parliament,  the  present  race  of  practitioners.    The 

however,   when  once  passed,  cannot  present  holders  of  two  diplomas,  hav- 
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ibg  already  paid  a  high  sum  for  their  double  registradon  is  not  allowed  under 

qualifications  to  practise,  should  have  the  new  bill.    Thus,  with  respect  to 

been  allowed  to  register  at    a   mere  future  practitioners,  if  the   licentiate 

nominal  fee,  especially  as,  under  the  become  a  surgeon  or  physician,  he  will 

bill,  they  are  to  be  placed  on  the  same  not  be  permitted  to  have  his  name  on 

footing  as  those  who  will  hold  only  the  list  in  a  double  capacity.'   He  must 

one.    The  regulation  of  fees  for  future  make  his  election, — a  rule  not  carrying 

diplomas,  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  with  it  the  injustice  which  exists  in  this 

the  Council  of  Health,  might  have  been  respect  with  regard  to  present  practi- 

made  proportionally  lower.  tioners. 

Under  this  clause,  it  will  be  ob-  Under  the  20th  clause  of  the  bilU 
served — ^there  must  be  an  annual  regis-  every  registered  **  Licentiate  in  medi* 
tration  in  the  month  of  Jannary,  or  an  cine  and  surgery"  becomes,  ipso  facto 
individual  will  forfeit  his  rights  as  a  a  member  or  licentiate  of  the  Royal 
registered  practitioner.  This  annual  College  of  Surgeons,  in  that  part  of  the 
registration  will  entail  no  additional  United  Kingdom  in  which  he  shall 
expense,  but  the  practitioner  must  take  have  received  his  letters  testimonial, — 
care  that  through  his  own  neglect,  his  so  that  the  future ''licentiates  in  medicine 
name  is  not  struck  off  the  register.  This  and  surgery"  will  have  the  same  staiuM 
regulation  applies  both  to  present  and  as  the  present  members  of  the  College, 
future  practitioners,  although  it  occurs  who  have  been  excluded  from  the  fel- 
only  in  the  clause  referring  to  the  re-  lowship,  except  that  they  cannot  re- 
gistration of  the  latter.  What  is  re-  gister  themselves  as  surgeons.  There 
quired  of  a  practitioner,  in  order  that  he  is  no  part  of  the  bill,  however,  as  we 
should  tlius  retain  his  legal  rights,  is  shall  presently  see,  which  prevents 
so  fully  explained  in  the  clause  itself,  them  from  assuming  that  title, 
which  we  have  here  reprinted,  as  to  The  new  measure,  we  are  glad  to 
render  any  further  comment  from  us  perceive,  creates  a  power  of  granting 
unnecessary.  medical   degrees   by   special   license 

Our  readers  must,  we  fear,  be  already  without  examination.    The  restrictions 

wearied  of  the  subject  of  the  various  on  the  granting  of  medical  degrees  will 

grades  of  practitioners  proposed  to  be  be  found  in  the  23d  clause,  and  it  is 

created  under  the  new  Bill,  comprising  here  expressly  provided  that  the  Coun- 

the  "  Licentiate,"  or  general  practi-  cil  of  Health  may  allow  such  degrees 

tioner  of  twenty-one, — the  "  Surgeon"  to  be  granted  by  special  license.     We 

of  twenty-five, — and  the  "  Physician"  have  long  thought  that,  under  proper 

of  twenty-fix.    In  order  to  meet  the  regulations,  there  should  be  a  power  in 

difficulty  urged  respecting  the  age  fixed  the  Universities  to  grant  honorary  de- 

for  the  *<  physician,"  the  framers  of  the  grees.    Let  us  take  the  case  of  a  licen- 

bill  have  added  an  intermediate  class,  tiate  or  a  surgeon  who  may  have  passed 

"inceptors  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,"  twenty  or  thirty  years  in  the  successful 

at  the  age  of  twenty-two.    In  fact  these  practice  of  his  profession.    He  might 

are  merely  ''Licentiates"  under  another  wish  in  the  decline  of  life  to  enjoy  the 

name,  with  one  year  added  to  the  age.  title  of  M.D. ;  but  so  long  as  a  fresh 

The  distinction  between  this  class  and  course  of  study  and  another  examina* 

that  of  the  licentiates,  except  in  name^  tion  are  rendered  compulsory,  it  may 

is  not  very  apparent,  and  the  necessity  be  utterly  impossible  for, him  to  obtain 

for  its  creation  is  questionable.  it.    The  time  for  re-studying  his  profes- 

It  has  been  already  explained  that  a  sion  to  encounter  an  examination,  mubt 
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be  condder^  as  long  Binoe  pttssedy  in  turn .  imi>lying  that  be  is   vegialend 

the  case  of  one  who  has  gone  through  under  this  Act,  or  recognised  by  law  si 

..ucce«fulp»cUce..nd.cqdj«d.«ood  r/eS'g^ilg'^fa^^iSe^oti! 

professional  reputation.     What  more  England  and  Ireland,  and  in  Scotland 

than  this  could  resonably  be  demanded  of  a  crime  and  oflenee,  and  being  coo- 

as  a  qualification,  of  a  man  who  wished  victed  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by 

to  have  the  degree  conferred  upon  him  P  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  as  the 

a  •  v*         'J     -^  *    *i*i  court  before  which  he  shall  be   con- 

fiome  might  consider  it  an  empty  title,  ^^ted  shall  award." 

but  the  public  would  not  the  less  regard 

it,  when  thus  bestowed,  as  a  mark  of       ^^  ^^   "^'  ^^^°^'  however,   from 

honour  and  respect.    Again,  the  ex-  ^'^'  ^^  ^»^^  ^^  ^^^  profession,  that 

aminera  appomted  by  the  CoUeges  may  ^^®  ^^^  pretence  is  likely  to  be  so 

be  actuaUy  the  professional  juniors  of  li^^'ted,  although,  if  care  be  taken  in 

th.e  old  Ucentiate,  and  may  not  be  so  ^^^   examinaUon   of    licentiates,  the 

well  known  either  to  the  pubUc  or  «M™ption  of  another  tiUe  by  a  r.- 

profession.    It  could  not  be  expected  ^w'*'  •<*  P«"on  can  hardly  be  aUended 

that,  for  the  sake  of  a  degree,  the  pos.  "^^^  »°y  detriment  to  the  public, 
session  of  which  he  might  reasonably       ^^^^  ^«^^  ^  ^r  medical    titk 

desire  and  justly  merit,  any  one  would  f«8".med  by  other  persons  not  regiuered, 

submit  to  an  examination  under  these  »',  ^^^^^  ^^«««»  ^^*'  '^«  ^<>'d»  o^  ^« 

circumstances.    There  are,  we  belies,  ^^"«^  «^^^3r  hmit  the  ofience  to  the 

many  in  the  professk)n,  some  engaged  ««»""Ption  "  of  any  name,  title,  or 

in  practice,  and  others  who  have  de-  «^^]^o°'''  implying  that  he  is  regis- 

TOted  themselves  to  the  scientific  colti-  J*'^  "^^^^  ^^  ^«^'  <>'  recognised  by 

vation  of  medicine,  who  would  gladly  1*^  as  a  medical  or  suigical  pnicti- 

avail  themselves  of  this  privilege ;  and,  *»o°«''-"    The  restnctio^  thus  put  upon 

by  giving  this  power  to  a  University,  *^®  ^^^  pretence  appears  absolutely 

only  under  the  special  Ucense  of  the  ^°  neutralize  it.    A  man  may  assnme 

CouncU  of  Health,  it  does  not  seem  n«»°»e«>us  titles  implying  that  he  is  a 

probable  that  it  can  ever  be  abused.  practkianer  in  medicine  mnd  tmyery. 

The  question  has  been  asked-whe-  *°^  ^^^^  ^*^^^  "^^  ^*^«  ^^  «»« 

ther  a  penon  registered  under  one  de-  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^«  P^^^^c  as  those  enume- 

nomination,  will  expose  himself  to  any  ^^}^  ^e  clause,  but  it  may  be  very 

penal  consequences  by  assuming  ano.  questionable  whether  they  wiU  be  con- 

ther  name  or  title  than  that  under  which  "°*^'^*  ^  ^^P^^  "  ^^^^  ^^  «  registered 

he  is  actually  registered?  Porinstance,  «nder  the  Act ;"  and  without  this,  there 

can  a  licentiate  be  punished  for  falsely  "  ^^  ^^^  offence, 
pretending  to  be,  or  tsking  the  name  *'~~" 

of,  physician  or  surgeon  P     Judging  QUARANTINE  LAWS, 

from  the  words  of  the  35th  clause,  it  It  appears  that  the  gotemments  of 

would  appear  that  a  false  pretence  of  France  and  England  are  about  making 

this  kind,  is  only  a  misdemeanor  or  considerable  improvements  in  the  mode 

ofience  in  an  uMrtgiMHred  person  >—  of  carrying  out  the  laws  of  quarantine. 

"And  be  it  enacted,  that  everv  nn-  The  Austrian  medical  officers  appointed 

registered  person  who  shall  wilfully  by  that  government,  have  not  yet  made 

and  falsely  pretend  to  be,  or  take  or  any  report  of  the  efficiency  of  the  pre- 

use  the  name  or  title  of,  physician,  ,cnt  system  of  quarantine  in  prevent- 

doctor,  bachelor,  or  inceptor   in  the  .      *u    •         ^  .•        "  ,       "  piwH*- 

ihculty  of  medicine,  or   surgeon  or  »«>«  the  importation  of  plague.    AU  are 

licentiate  in  medicine  and  suigery,  or  agreed  that  some  mitigation  in  these 

apothecary,  or  any  name,  title,  or  addi-  laws  is  not  only  necessary  to  commeit;e. 
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bers  for  the  pnrpose  of  an  early  eonferenoe, 
OB  a    iBbject  so    important  to   the  best 
IntereatB  of  the  profeaaion  and  the  public. 
We  haye  the  honour  to  remain,  gentlemen, 
Yonr  most  obedient  aerrants. 
Jambs  Bibd, 
Hbnrt  Ancbll, 

Hon.  Sees.  ^0f«M« 
March  90. 

To  the  Seeretariea  of  the  National  Asioch' 
tion  qf  General  Practitioner  a  ^  i^e. 


tffEnffUmd.  20th  of  March. 

Gbntlbmxn, — We  are  requested  by  the  Itezhtbil8,fin[t,  a  resolution  of  th«  gentle- 

Comnuttee  of  the  National  Aaaodation  to  tf^ax  styling  themselvea  the  National  Asso- 

forward  you  a  copy  of  the  following  resolu-  dation,  Tis*— *'  Tliat  the  National  AssoeSa** 

tion,  unanimously  passed,  at  a  very  numerous  tion  records  its  solemn  protest  agsinsttho 

meeting  of  general  practitionerst  held  at  the  prooeediags  of  Uie  CoUBcii  of  the  College  of 

Hanover  Square  Rooms,  on  Friday  last»  the  Surgeons,  in  obtaining,  and  in  subseqnently 

14th  inst. :—  carrying  out,  the  reeent  charter,  wbeieby  a 

"  Resolved.  That  the  National  Association  few  gentlemtti  have  been  arbitrarily  elevated 

records  its  solemn  protest,  sgainst  Ihe  pro-  over  tbe  heads  of  others,  previously  their 

oeedioga  of  the  Council  of  the  Collet  of  aquals  in  professional  ruJc,  senior  CO  many 

Surgeons,  in  obtaining*  snd  in  subsequently  of  them  as  menbeni  of  the  College,  and  not 

carrying  out,  the  recent  charter,  whereby  Inferibr  to  most  of  them  in  scientific  sad 

a  few  gentlemen  have  been  arbitrarily  ele-  practiMl  koowkdge." 

vated  over  the  heada  x>f  othen  previously  U  next  reeites  thrse  questions,  via.  a-^ 

their  equals  in  professional  rank — senior  to  First— -'*  U  the  Council  of  the  College  p»* 

many  of  them  as  members  of  the  college,  and  pared  to  reconsider  their  charter,  and  to 

not  mferior  to  most  of  them  in  scientific  snd  place  those  members  who  were  in  practice 

practical  knowledge."  before  it  waa  granted  on  a  level  with  tha 

And,  in  compliance  with  a  sunestion  fellows?" 

offered  by  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Jas.  Graham  Second—"  la  the  ConncU  of  the  College 

to  a  deputation  of  the  National  Association  disposed  to  admit  to  ita  board  a  feir  repre* 

on  the  14th  of  February,  to  request  the  lelitalioii  of  the  members  of  tiia  coUcgs  in 

favour  of  an  early  answer  to  the  following  general  practice  ?" 

inquiries: —  Third— **  Would    the    Council   of    the 

1.  Is  the  Council  of  the  College  prepared  CoUc^  be  willing  to  co-operate  with  tho 
to  reconsider  their  charter,  and  to  place  KatiodalAasooiatioaof  GenoalPractitioDera 
those  members  who  were  in  praotiGe  before  in  the  formatiflB  of  a  Court  of  Examiners  in 
it  was  grauted,  on  a  level  with  the  fellowa  ?  asedicine,  surgery,  and  midwifery  ?" 

2.  Is  the  Council  of  the  College  disjposed  And  the  letter  sUtes,  lastly,  that  ''  as  a 
to  admit  to  its  board  a  feir  representation  of  fiurther  duty  has  now  devolved  upon  the 
the  members  of  the  CoU^e  in  general  oomnittee,  by  a  resolution  of  the  general 
practice  ?  tMsting,  '  to  use  every  practicable  means  to 

3.  Would  the  Council  of  the  College  be  ditain  a  charter  of  inoorporation  for  the 
willing  to  co-operate  with  the  National  general  practitioners,'  they  are  desirous  to 
Association  in  the  formation  of  a  Court  of  ascertain  bow  fer,  and  in  what  manner,  the 
Examiners  in  medicine,  surgery,  and  mid-  Council  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  may  be 
wifery  ?  disposed  to  assist  the  National  Assodatioa 

And  as  a  further  duty  has  now  devolved  in  the  attainment  of  its  object." 

upon  the  committee,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Such  is  the  substance  of  the  communl* 

general  meeting  **  to  use  every  practicable  eations  addressed  to  the  Council  of  the  Royal 

means  to  obtain  a  charter  of  inoorporation  College  of  Surgeons,  and  though  they  might 

for  the  general  practitioners,"  they  are  de-  claim  exemption  fh>m  replying  to  propo* 

sirons  to  ascertain  how  fer,  and  in  what  aitions  whidi  can  only  legitimately  emanata 

manner,  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Sur-  Iron  Um  whole  body,  or  at  least  from  a 

geoQs  may  be  disposed  to  assist  t^  Natioikal  augority  of  the  practitioners,  whose  interests 

Association  in  the  attainment  of  its  object.  are  involved,  they  willingly  forego  this  plea. 

Should  the  Council  be  pleased  to  entertain  however  valid,  in  finding  connected  with  the 

theK  propositions,  the  Committee  will  ba  National  Association  many  members  of  tha 

happy  to  appoint  a  depatatioo  of  ita  meiB*  CoUagC*  whom  they  individoally  estetm,  and 
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in  deference  to  the  highly  respectable  claM  which,  if  conferred  on  aU,  would  be  no  dis- 

from  which  the  Association  has  been  formed,  tinctioni  and  could  confer  no  honour  on  tbe 

In  noticing  the  protest  of  the  National  individual  possessor. 
Association,  the  Council  have  to  remark »        It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  alleged  iojas* 

that  the  formation  of  the  new  class  of  fellows  tice  of  derating  a  limited  number  of  the 

was  an  obligation  imposed  upon   them  by  members  to  a  higher  professional  rank  than 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  for  the  purpose  their  colleagues,  would  haTC  beM  obviated, 

of  providing  an  electoral  body.    Theprinci-  and  that  the  12,000  or  14,000  members  who 

pies  on  which  they  acted,  in  conformity  with  might  thus  have*  been  created  fellows  would 

the  provisions  of  the  recent  charter  to  that  nominally  possess  a  superior  grade  to  those 

effect,  are  safficiently  explained  in  the  follow-  members  admitted  subsequently  to  Septem- 

ing  paragraphs,  quoted  from  a  statement,  her  1843  ;    but  it  is  equally  plain  tiiat  these 

diied  May  25th,  1844,  which  was  eironlated  newly  created  fellows  would  not  hate  ob- 

among  the  members : — **  The  Council  entered  tained  their  rank  by  any  >  authorised  daim 

on  the  duty  assigned  to  them  by  the  pro-  to  superior  surgical  attainments,  sinoe  their 

Tisions  of  the  charter,  with  a  fiill  sense  qualifications  could  only  have  been  tested  bj 

of  its  invidious  nature.     They  were  aware  examinatiohi,  which  always  have  been,  and 

that  of  those  not  included  in  the  list  of  must  ever  be,  conducted  on  the  principle 

fellows  a  considerable  number  would  feel  and  imperiously    demanded   by    the    needs    of 

express  dissatisfaction.     But  they  have  done  society — ^namely,  that  the  majority  of  suiigi- 

what  was  required  of  them  to  the  best  of  eal  practitioners  shall  be  required  to  posse  ss 

their  ability,  and  have  made  the  selectioo  at  least,  but  not  necessarily  more  than  that 

altogether  on  public  gsounds,  without  favour  amount  of  information  and  skill  whidi  is 

or  prejudice,  and  uninfluenced  by  private  absolntdy  required    for  the  ordinary  ezi- 

motives.    The  great  majority  of  the  members  geodes  of  surgical  ministrations, 
cf  this  College  are  less  engaged  in  the  praetloe        The  Coundl,  therefore,  under  a  sense  of 

of  surgery  than  in  that  of  medicine,  mid-  justice  to  thdr  fbtnre  members,  who  will 

wifery,  and  pharmacy,  and  many  of  them  possess  the  same  qualification  as  the  present 

have  arrived  at  well-deserved  eminence  in  members,  and  under  the  obligation  which  the 

these  latter  departments  of  the  medical  pro-  institution  of  the  novel  honorary  degree  im- 

fession.      But  the  Council,  keeping  in  view  posed,  necessarily  sought  other  evidence  of 

the  objects  for  which  the  College  was  es-  distinguished  sui^cal  attdnmenta  than  the 

pedally  established,  have  felt  it  their  •  duty,  ordinary  diploma,   which  attests  only   the 

in  the  nomination  of  fellows,  to  regard  driefiy  amount  of  profidency  required  of  all.     And 

the  qualifications  of  members  as  practitionerB  those  who  feel  disappointment  would  do  weU 

in  surgery,  or  as  improvers  of  those  sciences  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  have  be«a  deprived 

which  tend  to  its  advancement."  of  no  privileges  nor  corporate  rights,  which 

Thus  was  the  prindple  wliich  guided  the  they  acquired,  or  hoped  to  possess,  in  be- 

Council  in  discharging  this  responsible  duty,  -  coming  members  of  the  college.     They  will 

publicly  proposed    and    submitted  to  the  recollect  that  in  applying  for  their  diploma 

opinion  of  the  menjbers  of  the  college,  whilst  they  were  not  compelled  to  do  so  by  any 

the  power  of  nomination  still  remained ;  and  l^al  enactment,  as  they  would  have  had  an 

the  prindple  unhesitatingly  avowed  by  the  equal  right  to  practise  surgery  without  it* 

Council  as  that  upon  which  they  acted,  and  and  they  will  probably  admit  that  thdr  sole 

upon  which  they  feel  bound  to  act,  were  inducement  was  that  of  obtdning  in  the 

they  entrusted  with  the  office  of  reoonstruct-  diploma  a  testimonial  to  which  the  names  of 

ing  the  schedule  of  fellows,  is  |.hat  of  th^  some  of  the  principal  hospital  surgeons  and 
selection  of  those  who  have  distinguished  , teachers  were  appended.     And  let  them  not 

themselves  by  the  cultivation  of  surgery  and  ferget  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  college 

its  collateral  sdences.  was  to  make  a  by-law,  which  was  sanctioned 

If,  then,  the    first  question  which  the  by  the  proper  authorities,  exdnding  prac-% 

National  Association  proposes  has  reference  titioners  in  pharmacy  and  midwifery  from 

to  a  reconsideration  of  the  charter  recently  the  governing  body  of  the  college,  thai  they 

granted  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  pladng  obtained   their  diploma  under  this  known 

all  the  members  who  were  in  practice  before  condition,  and  that  they  actudly  signed  this 

it  was  granted  on  the  list  of  fellows,  or,  in  and  other  by-laws,  and  swore  to  observe 

other  >words  of  the  letter,  *'  on  a  levd  with  them. 

the  feUows,"  the  Council  earnestly  protest        It  has  been  add  and  reiterated,  as  it  is 

agdnst  the  scheme  as  essentially  contravening  intimated  in  the  protest  of  the  Association, 

the  principle  which  they  deemed  it  thdr  duty  that  the  omisnon  from  the  list  of  fellows  im- 

to  adopt ;  and  they  profiBSS  themsdves  unable  plies  professiond  degradation ;  the  Council, 

to  underatand  the  grounds  of  a  proposd  however,  cannot  but  think  this  feding  is 

which,  in  their  deliberate  judgment,  would,  grounded  on  a  misconception  of  the  nature 

by  the  lavish  and  indiscriminate  grant  of  the  of  the  qualification  for  the  fellowship,  already 

fellowship,  effectually  dotroy  a  distinction  expldned.     Many  of  those  who  have  not 
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been  Included  in  the  list  of  fellows  are  well  and  perfiimery  ?    Would  thej,  finally,  Sn- 
known  to  have  attained  the  highest  emtnenoe,  clndeor  exclude  all  those  who  keep  open 
and  to  enjoy  the  highest  reputation  as  prac-  shops,  and  who,  though  ill  sustaining  a  pro- 
titioners  in  other  departments  of  the  pro-  fiessional  character,  are  yet  not  chargeable 
fession ;  and  the  Council  cannot  believe  that  with  any  moral  disqualification  ?     In  short, 
the  interests,  personal  and  professional,  of  would  the  National    Association,  in  con- 
members,  can  be  injuriously  affected,  or  their  formity  with  their  views,  advise  admitting 
merits    lowered  in  the  estimation  of  the  all  such  as  members  of  the  proposed  college 
neighbourhood  in  which  they  reside,  by  the  of  general  practitioners,  without  discrimina- 
Ticinity  of  those  nominated  as  fellows,  since  tion  or  selection,  merely  because  they  are 
the  fellowship  is  simply  an  attestation  of  the  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  or 
surgical    reputation,    which    they    already  licentiates  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company  ? 
possessed ;  and  this  distinction  will  be  in  a  These  are  grave  questions,  which  cannot 
great  degree  effaced  by  the  provisions  of  the  be  dismissed  by  a  simple  negative  or  affirma- 
medical  bill  now  under  the  consideration  of  tive,  and  would  require  for  their  solution 
the  legislature ;  since,  in  conformity  there-  nicer  distinction  than  the  Association  seems 
with,  every  member  of  the  ccdlege  may,  if  he  to  have  anticipated ;  and,  on  second  thoughts, 
please,  be  registered  as  a  surgeon,  whether  the  Association  may  perhaps  forgive  the 
he  be  in  general  practice  or  not,  and  may  Council  for  ridding  themselves  of  the  diffi- 
thus  be  presented  to  the  public  in  the  same  cnlties    attendant  on   the  investigation  of 
list  and  under  the  same  title  with  the  Presi-  comparative  respectability,  by  adopting  a 
dent.  Councillors,  and  other  Fellows  of  the  surgical  qualification,  and  this  only.    And 
College.  the  Council  firmly  trust  that  the  formation 
The  Council    deeply  regret    that    their  of  a  class  of  fellows,  selected,  in  the  first 
motives  should  have  been  misconstrued,  and  ins^nce,  for  their  character  as  accomplished 
that  so  many  of  the  members  of  the  college  surgeons,  and  its  dignity  maintain^  and 
should  disapprove  of  their  proceedings,  but  perpetuated  by  the  admission  only  of  persons 
they  trust  that  a  dispassiooate  reconsidera-  of  higher  education  and  extended  experience, 
tlon  of  the  subject  will  not  faSX  to  convince  will,  without  fail,  increase  the  estimation  of 
the  Association  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  surgeon  generally,  and  no  less  of  every 
not  impossible,  to  form  a  class  of  Fellows,  in  member  of  the  college, 
which  the  requisite  respectability  of  the  class  In  respect  to  the  second  question — vis. 
should  be  preserved,  without  adopting  a  **  Is  Hie  Council  of  the  College  disposed  to 
principle  of  selection  no  less  invidious  than  admit  to  its  board  a  fair  representation  of  the 
that  which  has  drawn  so  much  obloquy  on  members  of  the  college  in  general  practice?" 
the  Council.     It  has  been  contended,  and  the  Council  beg  to  remind  the  National  As- 
the  principle  has  been  more  than  once  agi-  sociation  that  the  College  of  Surgeons  is  not, 
tated  in  the  discussions  in  the  Council,  that  and  never  was  intended  to  b3,  a  college  of 
the  senior  members  admitted  antecedently  general  prat^tioners  ;  and  that  the  members 
to  a  given  date  should  form  wholly  or  in  of  the  college,  under  whatever  denomination, 

Sart  ^  list  of  fellows.  But  where  was  the  have  no  other  recognised  connexion  with  the 
ne  to  be  drawn  that  would  have  been  satis«  college  than  as  surgeons.  The  College  of 
factory  to  those  excluded  ?  Surgeons  is  strictly  an  institution  for  the 
It  has  been  also  proposed ,  that  as  vacancies  promotion  of  surgery ,  practical  and  scientific, 
occurred,  the  places  might  be  supplied  until  and  for  testing  the  qualifications  of  those 
all  the  membov  admitted  before  September,  who  intend  to  practise  surgery.  It  is  true, 
1843,  had  been  placed  in  succession  on  the  that,  under  the  existing  arrangements  of  the 
list  of  fellows.  But  it  behoves  those  who  medical  profession  in  this  country,  the  majo- 
oontend  for  any  mode  of  forming  a  list  upon  rity  of  its  members  are  and  will  be  general 
the  simple  principle  of  seniority  without  practitioners :  it  is  true,  also,  that  many  of 
selection,  and  still  more  those  who  urge  the  the  provincial  hospital  surgeons,  though 
indiscriminate  admission  of  all  members  to  practising  the  other  branches  of  the  pro- 
tjbe  fellowship,  to  weigh  well  the  insnrmount-  fession,  have  eminently  distinguished  them- 
able  ol^ections  to  their  scheme.  Woald  selves  by  their  scientific  cultivation  of  sur- 
they  include  those  who  have  violated  the  laws  gery;  but  it  will  scarcely  be  doubted  that 
of  Uieir  country  ?  Would  they  include  pro-  the  greater  number  of  those  who  conjoin 
feasional  paupers,  and  persons  of  notoriously  with  the  practice  of  surgery  that  of  medicine, 
bad  oharacter  i  Would  they  include  the  pharmacy,  and  midwifery,  from  the  multi- 
puffers  and  vendors  of  nostrums  and  secret  fiirions  nature  of  their  pursuits,  and  from 
remedies,  and  the  writers  of  indecent  ad-  the  unceasing  demand  upon  their  time  and 
vertisements  ?  Would  they  include  surgeons'  attention  in  their  laborious  and  responsible 
assistants,  or  those  who  have  connected  ^vocations,  will  probably  want  the  opportu- 
themselves  in  business  with  druggists  and  nities  and  induoements  which  are  required 
chymists?  Would  they  include  the  retail  for  the  special  cultivation  of  surgery,  and 
yhopkeepers,  who  expose  for  sale  oattle-drugs  will  scarcely  be  found  to  possess  the  quail- 
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ficfttiofti   for   regulating  the  edaeaHon  of  to  be  gtveu  to  ttie  long,  toOiome,  wnd  edf  > 

•ttrgeoiii,  and  for  promoting  the  great  pabUe  denying  preparation  for  the  offioea  of  lectwcra 

objects  for  which  the  college  waa  founded.  and  ioj^geona  of  hoapitala,  under  dream- 

The  third  qneatlon,  riz.  t   **  Would  the  atanoe  in  which  the  pHiwa  are  few  and  the 

Council'' f>f  the  College  be  willing  to  oo-  reward  <tiatant  and  unoeitain, — ^it  is  acarody 

operate  with  the  National  Asaodation  of  too  much  to   expect  that  the  aeafat  to  the 

general  practitioners,  in^  tbe  formation  of  a  Council  and  in  the  Court  of  EiamlneM 

Court  of  Bxaminera  in  medicine,  sui^gery,  ihould  be  reserved  for  those  whose  hnlncs 

and  midwifeiy,"  was  probably  intended  to  and  punuits  best  lit  them  for  the  dvtiev 

stand    thus: — ^would    the    Coundl  of  the  which  an  institution  for  the  promotion  of 

College  be  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  sdfntiflc  siugery  implies, 

proposed  new  Corporation  of  general  prac-  Lastly,  with  regard  to  the  proposed  fin* 

titioners,  in  the  formation  of  a  Court  of  eorporation  of  tbe  general  practttionert,  na  a 

Examiners  in  medicine,  surgery,  and  mid-  separate  body  or  college,  the  Council  hat«  an 

Wffery  ?    The  Coundl,  then,  understanding  littls  the  wish  as  the  power  to  prevent  them 

this  to  be  a  proposal  for  forming  a  joint  firom  obtaining  a  duuter,  and  would  offer 

board  of  physicians,  surgeons,  obstetridans,  no  objectioo  to  the  incorporation  of  a  body 

and  pharmaceutists,  for  the  examination  of  fbr  the  performance  of  the  functions  hithertfl 

general  practitioners,  have  to  express  thdr  executed  by  the  Society  6t  Apothecaries  | 

readiness  to  submit  to  die  enactments  of  the  but,  setoatod  as  the  Coundl  are  by  tbe 

Lqgialatore^  Or  to  the  regulations  of  the  desire  of  promoting  the  usefulness  and  i«« 

Coundl  of  Healtii,  but  they  cannot  but  spectabittty  of  the  general  practitioners,  tbtf 

antidpate  the  ineonvenlence  that  would  re-  dare  not,  consistently  with  their  sense  of 

suit  from  carrying  on  the  examinations  on  duty  to  the  profession,  and  with  their  regard 

anatomy,  medidne,  surgery,  midwifery,  and  for  the  interests  of  the  general  pracdtionefl 

pharmacy  at  one  board,  and  at  one  sitting,  themsdves,    hold   out   any   hope   of  eo- 

mstead  of  distributing  the  subjects  into  dfs«  operation  with  the  National  Assoobtion  in 

tinct  examinations  ;  and  they  believe  so  pro-  a  plan  for  instituting  a  corporation  whidi 

feraeted  and  multiform  a  demand  upon  tbe  would  supersede  tbe  defined  and  recognised 

mind  of  tbe  candidate  would  be  calenlated  ftinctlons  of  the  existing  College  of  Su^geoiia* 

to  perplex    and    bewilder   even  the  best-  And  they  entreat  the  Association  to  bear 

informed  student.  hi  mind  that  by  the  provinons  of  the  recent 

If,  however,  the  aim  of  the  Association  charter,  and  of  the  bye-laws  of  the  college 

be,  when  explidtly  stated,  that  general  prac-  in  conformity  therewith,  the  union  of  genenl 

titioners  are  to  be  eligible  to,  or  to  constituto  practitioners  with  the  college  will  in  fotnm 

at  all  times  a  certain  proportion  of,  the  be  attained  by  means  which  cannot  fail  to 

Court  of  Examiners  of  the  CoBege,  the  raise  their  qualifications    and  to  promoti 

Council  are  bound  to  reply  to  the  third  as  tiidr  respectability.    The  fUIow  of  the  Cd* 

to  the  second  question,  end  to  state  thdr  lege  who  had  obtained  his  degree  st  25  yesrs 

unqualified  convietion  that  the  proposal  of  of  age,  after  a  liberal  and  extended  ednea* 

converting  the  College  of  Surgeons  into  a  tion,  will  not  be  precluded  from  practising* 

college  of  general  practitioners }  or  depriving  ia   conjunction    with    sui^ry,    the   other 

the  college  of  its  distinctive  character  and  branches  of  the  profession ;  and  a  general 

office,  and  of  substituting  for  these  a  medley  practitioner,  who  may  have  been  deprived  of 

of  function,  each  of  which  requires  for  its  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  his  degree  at 

performance  its  duly  qualified  functionaries  t  25,  may  become  a  fellow,  after  a  definite 

that  the  proposal  of  merging  the  College  of  number  of  years  of  practice. 

Surgeons  in  a  college  of  practitionera  in  That  many,  or  aU,  tbe  members  6f  the 

medidne,  surgery,  pharmacy,  and  midwifery,  college,  will  take  advantage  of  these  oppor- 

would  defeat  the  very  object  for  which  the  unitiea  of  honourable    £stinction,  Is   tbe 

college  wss  instituted,  and  would  go  fer  to  sincere   hope    of  the  Council  1      And  in 

deprive  the  country  of  the  best  and  perhaps  tendering  thdr  best  wishes  for  the  wdfsrs 

the  only  mode  of  maintaining  the  effidency  and  increased  respectability  of  the  general 

of  the  surgical  department  of  the  profession,  practiiionen,  they  take  leave  to  express  tlieir 

And  if  the  clasa  hitherto  existing  of  teachers  conviction  that  the  daim  which  they  fear- 

of  anatomy  and  surgery  is  to  be  preserved  ;  lessly  urge  to  disinterested  motives,  and  a 

and  the  coundl   cannot  believe  that  the  deep  aense  of  thdr  responsibility  in  tiie 

Association    has    forgotten   its  psramount  government  of  tiie  college,  will  he  cheerfolly 

claims  to  public  patronage  and  protection ;  accorded  in  calmer  times  by  an  enlightened 

a  the  interest  alike  of  the  profession  and  profession.^  I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

eountry  point  out  the  necessity  of  fostering  gentiemesi,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

a  class  of  men  devoted  to  tbe  absorbing  pur*  E.  Bblfour,  See. 

suite  of  science,  without  whom,  indeed,  the  BoTSlGolfegeofSiimonaofE&glaiMl* 

very  sources  of  professional  knowledge  would  *"  of  ApriL 

be  dried  up ;  if  adequate  enooungement  is  .  [We  widi  ws  eould  say  that  tiiq  antirer 


PROPOSED  CHARTER  OF  TBB  BOTAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS.     00$ 

Ktnnitd  by  the  Connea  of  tbe  CdD^fa  to  SmgUmd,  it  has  beooma  of  impoitmoe  to 

the  appeal  here  maile  to  them  waa  aadafius-  the  parmtari  e*^  mrkem  of  that  College  to 

tory.    With  the  liat  of  **  Fallowa"  before  liiqvhre  what  are  their  eiiatiitf  righU  and 

them.  It  anrpriaea  va  to  find  the  Council  priTilegea,  and  how  far  thoae  nghta  may  be 


jfting,  tiiat  in  the  "  inititation  of  tbe  afTected  by  the  propoaed  chafter. 

novel  honorary  degree''  they  "  neoeaaarily  The  poawra  o(  the  College  of  Phyaiclana 

aoni^t  other  erideooe  of  dUHnguithtd  twr»  of  London  are  derived  from  the  Act  of  the 

pieal   aiiaimmttUM  (I)    than    the    ordinary  14th  and  15Ui  of  Henry  VIII.      By  thia 

diploma,  which  atteata  only  the  amount  of  alatute  it  waa  ordained,  "  that  no  peraon 

profidenoy  required  of  all."      Among  the  from  henceforth  be  anflbred  to  eierciae  or 

**  Fellowa"  are  aome  whoae  namea  had  never  practiae  in  phvaio,  until  auch  time  aa  he  baa 

been  heard  of  in  the  profeaaion  befforfr—  been  eiamineo  in  London  by  the  preaident 

membera  with  diplomaaof  a  few  yeara'  atand-  and  three  of  the  aaid  eleeta,  except  he  be  a 

ing,thepnpilsof  aome  who  were  excluded,  and  graduate  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  which 

whose  only  oeteniible  title  to  the  honour  ap-  hath  aooompliahed  all  things  for  hia  form 

peered  to  be,  that  onaneb  a  day  in  sucbayear,  without  any  grace."     By  the  aame  Act)  the 

they  aoddentally  occupied  the  ofiioe  of  aa-  juriadiction  of  the  college  in  London  and 

aiatant-aurgeon  or  demonatrator  of  anatomy  within  aaven  milea  thereof  (granted  by  char* 

in  aome  provincial  hoapttal  or  infirmary,  &c*  ter  four  yeara  before)  traa  oonfirmed.      The 

If  the  College  had  done  aa  it  profeaaea,  i.  e,  two  cbaaea  are  therefore  equally  andenty 

have  taken  only  **  dittmgMuhtd  mrffieai  and  have  equal  privilegeawitlilntlielrraapee* 

efleuMMnla*'  aa  the  qualification  for  the  tive  linuta;  but  aa  the  common  aeal  of  the 

foUowahip,  there  would  not  have  been  the  oollege  ia  not  appended  to  the  lettera  teati« 

preaent  outcry  in  the  shape  of  complaint  or  monkl  of  the  ^afira  urbtm  licentiatoa,  they 

remonatrance,  which,  judging  by  the  very  are,  in  common  with  the  graduatea  of  Oxford 

numeroua  lettera  we  have  received,  proceeda  and    Cambridge,    excluded   from    praotlee 

aa  much  from  feUowa  of  Jthe  College  (to  within  the  metropolitan  boundary.     On  tim 

their  credit  be  it  apoken)  aa  firom  general  otherhand,  it  ia  equally  mattifiBat  that  aa  the 

praetitiouera.     The  Council  may.  If  they  kUrm  urbem  lieentiatea  are  not  examined  by 

pkue,  eaaily  extricate  themadvea  from  their  the  preaident  and  cleeta,  aa  expreaaly  required 

diftcnlty,  without  admitting  aa  followa,  men  by  the  Act,  but  by  the  preaident  and  eeneorai 

who  have  been  guilty  of  felony —quack-  their  letters  testimonial  have  no  legal  foroe 

anrgeona— surgeon  ohemiats  and  druggiata  throughout  England, 

aurgeon-shopkeepers,  &e.     To  oppose  thia  •  It  thua  appeara  that  the  atatote  rigbta  of 

a  £fioulty  to  the  admiaaion  of  many  highly  the  tgira  urkmrn  licentiatea  are  preeisely 

respectable  and  worthy  members,  aa  foUows»  equal  to  thoae  of  the  iiUrm  wkmrn  lloBntietea» 

ia  a  mere  pretence  for  the  denial  of  jnstme.  and  of  the  gradoetea  of  Oxford  and  Cam* 

By  exeludBng  a  claaa  of  unworthy  membera,  bridge;  that  they  are  the  only  physidana 

they  may  undoubtedly  create  diasatiafaction  practiaing    throughout   England    ( London 

among  them  ;  but  ia  thia  a  reaaon  for  allow-  excepted)  created  by  the  letters  teatimonial 

ing  the  preaent  just  cause  of  discontent  to  of  the  college ;  and  that  tfaey  have  alwaye 

prevail  among  a  large  majority  of  the  reepec-  been  indepoident  of  ita  juriadiction.      It 

table  membera  of  the  College,  who  do  not  foUowa,  then,  that  if  that  juriadkstion  be 

foU  under  any  one  ot  the  denominationa  extended  by  charter  over  England,  the  per^ 

mentioned  ?     We  think  not.     Hie  anawer  musj  estra  vrkem,  if  they  have  not  a  hit 

aimply  amounts  to  this :  There  era  aome  of  claim  to  constitute  the  commonalty  of  the 

you  who  are  unworthy  of  the  followahip  t  proposed  College  of  Pbysiclana  of  England^ 

and  therefore  we  will  admit  none.     It  is  not  have  at  least  an  undeniable  claim  to  incor- 

eonaidered,  that  the  aame  objection  would  poration  with  the  permim  imira  wrbfm  on 

have  applied  with  equal  force  to  a  large  equal  terms. 

number  of  those  whose  namea  have  been  It  may  be  objected,  that  there  are  per* 

arbitrarily  placed  on  the  liat  of  feUowa.'—  mUsi  extra  urbem  who  are  not  graduates  in 

En.  Gas.]  medidne.      But  this  objection  te  altogether 

""~~~ ~ —  fotile;  for  the  law  of  England  has  never 

FBOPOSBD  CHARTER  recogiiised  that  degree  as  of  itaelf  conati- 

ov  THU  tnting  the  legal  qualification  to  practiae. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OP  PHYSICIANS  Even  medical  graduates  of  Oxford  and  Camii 

OF  ENGLAND.  bridge  are  required  by  the  statutes  of  those 

Statemefit  regarding  the  LieenHaiet  ^"!7«"**!f  ^  ^  ?i";''f*  !u-  V''^'^,^^ 

extra  Urbem.  ^tteandm^  .-and  it  is  by  this  license  that 

they  are  authorised  to  practise  "  per  totum 

Sin  Jamea  Graham  having  announced  her  regnum  Anglias."      The  college  itself  baa 

Miyeety'a  intention  of  extending  the  juria«  always  acted  on  tbe  priodple  that  the  license 

dietion  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phydciana  atone  createa  the  phyddan,  by  invariably 

in  London  over  England  and  Walea,  and  of  requiring  all  candidates,  whether  graduates 
conatjluting  it  the  College  of  Phyddans  qf   or  not,  to  snbmit  to  an  examination. 
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Nor  ifl  the  claim  of  the  permun  extra  presiidtis  dnira  from  tbemiil  an  ineredibly 

urbem  to  an  equality  of  rights  in  the  pro-  short  period.    Hm  art  itaelf  ia  esssntially 

posed  new  charter  with  ttie  permisai  intra  founded  on  chemical  principles,  and  appKni 

urbem,  invalidated  by  the  hct  that  the  latter  to  the  copying  of  all  docnmenta  in  wfaidi  oil 

have  paid  a  larger  sum  for  their  license,  for  is  the  basis  of  the  ink  used.    The  printwl 

they  have  value  received  in  the  monopoly  of  sheetorei^^vingtobecopiedisspongedwitia 

metropolitan  practice  they  enjoy,  and  in  the  nitric  acid  diluted  with  eight  parts  of  water  s 

.exclusive  use  of  the  college,  and  its  museum  it  is  then  pressed  in  folds  of  blotting  paper, 

and  library.      If  the  permUH  extra  urbem  and  deprived  of  nearly  the  whole  of  its 

be  admitted  to  a  share  in  both,  they  should  moisture.     When  nearly  dry,  it  is  placed 

only  be  called  upon  for  an  additional  pay-  with  its  printed  face  downwards  on  a  eleua 

ment  when,  by  a  residence  in  the  metropolis,  surface  of  Inminated  zinc,  and  submitted  to 

they  will  be  in  a  position  to  avail  themselves  very  powerful   pressure  in  a  roller  preas. 

of  those  privileges.  The  pressure  is  so  great,  that  the  layer  of 

Neither  can  this  claim  be  resisted  on  any  zinc  becomes  curved  by  the  process.     The 

fancied  grounds  of  superiority  on  the  part  of  surface  of  the  zinc  is  acted  upon  by  the 

the  intra  urbem  licentiates.      It  is  true  that  diluted  nitric  add,  and  finely  corroded  in  all 

the  latter  are  examined  by  a  different  board}  those  parts,  corresponding  to  the  unprinted 

the  curriculum  of  study  is,   however,  the  portions  of  the  sheet,  the  oil  preventing  the 

same  for  both,  and  the  extra  licentiates  are  imbibition  of  the  acid  in  the  printed  parta. 

examined  by  the  highest  authorities  of  the  This  leaves  on  the  zinc  an  embossed  or 

college,  namely,  by  the  president  and  the  slightly  raised  copy  of  the  whole  of  the 

president  elects.      It  would,  indeed,  be  a  printed  letters  or  engraving.     A  liqnid  (said 

monstrous  libel  on  the  president  and  his  to  be  mucilaginous)  is  then  rubbed  over  the 

colleagues,   (they  being,   according  to  the  plate;  this  soaks  into  the  porous  or  corroded 

charter,  **  the  most  cunning  and  expert  of  puts,  and  leaves  the  raised  portion,  whidi 

the  faculty  in  London/'  (to  suppose  such  afterwards  receives  printers' ink  from  a  roller 

dereliction  of  doty  on  their  part,  as  would  in  the  usual  way,  and  then  yields  impressioot 

be  implied  in  the  insinuation  that  the  pro-  »  if  it  were  a  closely  set  mass  of  type. 

fessional  qualifications  of  the  permieei  extra  The  pressu^  would  speedily  lead  to  the  ob» 

urbem  are  inferior  to  those  of  the  permiui  Uteration  of  the  raised  metallic  letters,  but 

intra  urbem»  for  the  occasional  application  of  another 

For  these  reasons,  then,  the  permieai  liquid  (described  as  a  mixture  of  phoi|Ao- 

extra  urbem  demand  that  they  be  subjected  ">»•  uid  phosphoric  acids),  which  is  stated 

by  the  new  charter  only  to  such  regulations  to  remove  the  zinc  from  the  already  corroded 

and  the  pajrmect  of  such  fees  as  may  be  re-  portion  of  the  plate, 
quired  of  the  permieei  intra  urbem.  The  most  remarkable  part  of  this  dis- 

Bxtra  licentiates  of  the  college,  desirous  coveiy  is,  that  a  printed  page  nearly  effaced 
to  co-operate  in  obtaining  these  objects,  are  ^nd  illegible  may  be  made  to  yield  a  per- 
requested  to  communicate  their  names  fectly  dear  and  distinct  copy.  This  de- 
forthwith  to  one  of  the  following  gentlemen :  pends  on  the  fact  that  it  is  the  oil  in  the 
— Dr.  Clay,  Manchester ;  Dr.  Davies,  Hert-  printed  paper  which  excludes  the  diluted 
ford ;  Dr.  Hitch,  Gloucester ;  Dr.  Layoock,  a<^id  ;  so  that  if  a  page  were  printed  with 
York.  colourless  oil,  the  action  on  the  plate  would 
^ be  the  same. 

TinvAT     finriTVTv  Among  other  subjects  of  interest  were 

nuxAi^sociBTY,  ^^^  u^.g  microscopes,  in  one  of  whtdi 

Saturday,  April  5.  was  exhibited  metallic  copper  crystallised  in 

tw%      1  _^  «  .  ^     -  1 — I      ,  tetrahedra,  and  procured  by  the  following 

Ths  last  Soir6e  of  the  Royal  Sodety  for  the  singukr  process.     Glass,  coloured  by  oxide 

season  took  place  on  Saturday  last,  at  the  of  copper,  was  melted,  and  then  stirred  with " 

house  of  the  noble  President.     It  was  at-  an  iron  rod ;  the  copper  was  thus  separated 

tended  by  a  large  number  of  noblemen  and  in  the  metallic  sUte,  and  became  crystaUized 

gentlemen,  including  nearly  all  who  have  during  its  separation.    The  iron  is  converted 

acquired  any  celebrity  in  literature,  sderice,  to  peroxide,  which  gives  no  colour  to  glass 

and  art.    The  members  of  the  medical  pro-  unless  it  be  present  in  very  oonsidermble 

fession  were  very  numerous.     Among  the  quantity. 

Ictentific  discoveries  which  were  made  sub-         An  apparatus  for  carving  artifidal  palates, 

jects  of  iUustration  was  the  newly-invented  with  teeth,  in  ivory,  was  also  exhibited.    A 

art  of  Anastatic  printing,  of  which,  so  far  model  of  the  palate  is  taken  in  wax,  and 

as  it  depends  on  chemical  principles,  we  from  this  a  composition  mould  is  afterwards 

here  give  a  brief  description.     The  whole  of  procured  in  the  usual  way,  and  fixed  in  the 

the  process  was  carried  on  m  one  of  the  machine.     It  is  impossible,  in  a  short  space* 

rooms,  and  painted  sheets,  which  would  have  to    give    a   description    of  this    ingenioas 

taken  a  considerable  time  for  composition,  apparatus — the  hivention  of    Mr.  Ibmes^ 

were  transferred  to  zinc,  and  perfect  im-  but  the  principle  on  which  it  acts  is  some- 
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what  aimilar  to  that  of  the  anaglyphto*  the  advance  on  Paris,  and  in  that  city  had 
graphic  or  medallion  engraving.  A  tec-  charge  of  the  military  hospital  of  St.  Louis. 
simile  of  the  palate  b  thus  taken  in  ivory.  Promoted  to  the  rank  of  Physician  to  the 
Some  palates  in  ivory  were  shewn  which  ex-  Forces  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  in  the  be* 
hibited  all  the  minute  elevations  and  de-  ginning  of  1BI6  he  was  appointed  Proles- 
pressions  of  the  natural  palate,  and  indeed,  sional  Assistant  in  the  Army  Medical  Board 
but  for  the  colour  of  the  material,  might  Office,  the  arduous  and  important  duties  of 
have  been  mistaken  for  it.  lliis  invention  which  he  continued  to  perform  until  within 
may  ultimately  have  some  important  surgical  a  few  weeks  of  his  death, 
applications.  Dr.  Gordon's  long  and  able  services  were 
: finally  crowned,  in  1818,   by  the  Deputy 

nR    THFODORP  GORDON  Inspector-Generalship  of  Hospitals,  which 

DR.  THEODORE  GORDON.  ^^  ^  ^.^j^^^  ^^  ^  attained. 

"  Dr.  Gordon's  yfe  was  one  of  action,  not 

SciBNOB  and  humanity  have  to  deplore  the  of  meditation  or  closet  stody  ;  he  has  there- 

loss  of  this  able  physician  and  most  excel-  fore  left  little  in  the  shape  of  writing  by 

lent  man ;  he  died  at  Brighton,  whither  he  which  the  world  at  large  or  posterity  can 

had  gone  in   the  hope   of  recruiting  his  judge  of  him  as  a  medical  man.     Those  who 

strength,  on  the  30th  ultimo,  in  the  59th  knew  Dr.  Gordon  most  intimately,  however« 

year  of  his  age.  appreciated  his  abilities  most  highly  ;  he  had 


Dr.  Gordon  was  a  native  of  the  north  of  a  keen  eye  for  the  discrimination  of  disease, 
Scotland,  and  descended  of  a  good  if  not  a  and  what  art  could  do  to  bring  relief,  he  had 
very  wealthy  family.  He  received  the  ru-  always  at  hand.  It  was  as  a  man,  as  a  friend, 
dimeutsof  his  classical  and  professional  edu-  however,  that  Dr.  Gordon  engaged  the 
cation  in  Aberdeen,  and  subsequently  went  largest  portion  of  the  sympathies  and  affec* 
to  Edinburgh,  where  he  attended  the  lee-  tions  of  his  contemporaries.  Probably  no 
tures  of  Monro,  Gregory,  Rutherford,  and  man  ever  lived  who  had  a  lai^r  and  mora 
the  other  eminent  professora  of  that  distin-  attached  drele  of  friends  than  himself;  he 
guished  medical  school.  In  the  autumn  of  was  trusted,  beloved,  honoured,  by  all  who 
1803  Dr.  Gordon  entered  the  army ;  and  in  knew  him.  His  judgment  in  the  affairs  of 
the  following  year,  as  Assistant-Surgeon  to  life  was  eminently  clear  and  practical ;  his 
the  91st  Foot,  he  served  abroad,  first  in  disposition  was  at  once  open,  kindly,  gene- 
Hanover,  and  then  in  Portugal,  where  he  rous ;  one  of  the  warmest  and  most  faithful 
was  present  at  the  battles  of  Rolica  and  Vi-  of  friends,  he  may  truly  be  said  to  have 
miera,  and  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life  passed  through  life  without  having  had  an 
when  cast  away  in  the  river  Douro.     Ap-  enemy ! 

jsointed  Sui^geon  to  the  89th  Foot  in  1809,  Dr.  Gordon  had  laboured  under  an  affee- 

ne  was  present  at  the  unfortunate  affair  of  tion  of  the  heart  for  more  than  twenty  yeara 

Fuengerola,  under  Lord  filaney.     With  the  before  his  death ;  be  always  believed  him- 

4th  Foot,   or  King's  Own,  into  which  he  self  that  he  should  die  of  this  disease.     He 

exchanged  in  1811,  he  served  in  Ceuta,  in  did  not  prophecy  trfUy  of  the  cause  of  his 

Africa,  and  was  one  of  the  Commission  for  end,  however  ;  for  an  attack  of  bronchitis, 

the  cession  of  that  fortress  to  Spain.   Whilst  dependent  in  all  probability  on  the  presence 

stationed  in  Ceuta  he  again  narruwly  escaped  of  tubercles  in  the  lungs,  was  followed  by  an 

with  bis  life,  having  fallen  into  the  bauds  of  accession  of  acute  dysentery,  which  never 

the  Moon  while  out  with  his  gun ;  he  got  ceased  until  it  had  worn  him  out.     He  was 

off  with  a  sound  beating,  however,  for  a  dog  attended  in  his  last  illness,  with  the  greatest 

of  a  Christian  as  he  was.     Ceuta  abandoned  devotion,  by  his  old  friend,  Mr.  Johnson, 

by  the  British,  Dr.  Gordon  accompanied  his  Surgeon- Major,  late  of  the  Grenadier  Guards, 

regiment  back  to  the  Peninsula,  and  had  the  and  by  Dr.  James  H.  Pickford,  late  Assis- 

hooour  of  accompanying  the  Duke  of  Wei-  tant-Surgeon  in  the  same  corps ;  and  was 

Ungton  through  a  lai^  portion  of  his  career  also  visited  three  times  a  week  by  his  at- 

of  victory,  having  been  present  at  the  battle  tached  friends,   Sir  James  Clark  and  Dr. 

of  Salamanca,  in  the  retreat  from  Buigos,  Willis.    The  attack  had  a  formidable  aspect 

the  battle  of  Vittoria,  the  siege  of  St.  Se-  from  the  firat,  however,   and  all  who  saw 

bastian,  and  the  passage  of  the  fiidassoa,  in  him  feared  for  the  issue, 

which  last  affair,  while  in  medical  charge  of  On  a  poet-mortem  examination,   which 

the  5th  Division,  he  was  severely  wounded  was  performed  by  Dr.  Pickford,  extensive 

in  the  head  and  neck.  tubercular  depositions  were  found  in  both 

In  1813  Dr.  Gordon  was  sppointed  Sur-  lungs  ;  the  heart  was  greatly  enlarged,  par- 

geon  to  the  Forces,  and  had  charge  of  York  ticulariy  on  the  right  side,  extremely  thm  in 

HospitaL     In  1815  he  was  again  engaged  in  its  walls,   and  soft  in  its  snbstsnce ;   the 

foreign  service  ;  and  at  Brussels,  after  the  large  intestines  were  covered,  from  the  caput 

battle  of  Waterloo,  had  the  superintendence  ooli  downwards,  with  cxtennve  and  deq> 

of  the  FVenob  wounded.     He  accompanied  nloen. 
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MORTAUTT  TkBLR  FOE  THE  METEOPOLIS. 


MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 

Wb  have  been  infonxMi  tlwt  the  bill  for 
regulating  the  medical  profesaloii  will  be 
broaght  into  the  Home  of  Commona  on 
Monday  next,  the  14th  instant. 

DISCHARGE  OP  A  LUMBRICUS 

FROM  THE  MALE 

URETHRA. 

Da.  PsTim  F.  Clabk  has  raeorM  in  the 
NfW  York  Joumai  of  MedtHno^  (Maf 
1844,)  a  ease  in  which  a  Inmbriena  teraa 
eleren  inches  long  was  discharged  from  the 
vrrthra  of  a  man  thirty-three  yean  of 
age.  Dr.  C.  thinks  that  eighteen  months 
prerlonsly,  at  which  time  die  patient  la- 
boured under  symptoms  of  dlsMse  of  the 
bladder,  a  oommnnicatlon  was  formed  by 
ulceration  between  that  organ  and  a  eon* 
tlgnons  snrfiioe  of  intestine,  through  which 
the  worm  had  passed  from  the  latter  into  thtf 
former  organ.-— ifnMrfeofi  Joumai  ^f  tkt 
Medical  fict^ncft. > 

EXAMINERSHIPS  ON  CHEMISTRT 
IN  THE  UNIVERSITY  OP  LONDON. 

Pnorssaon  BmAvnn  has  been  appointed 
to  the  Ezaminership  on  Chemistry,  Tscant 
by  the  death  of  Professor  DanieU,  so  far  as 
regards  Medicine,  and  Professor  Graham,  of 
Unirersity  College,  has  been  appointed  to 
>the  Eiaminership  cif  Chemistry  lo  Arts. 

ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  SURGEONS  OF 
ENGLAND. 

LUf  qf  Genilemen  admiited  Membert, 
April  4.— R.  Ripley.— E.  D.  Rndge.~R. 
Tiffin.— J.  W.  H.  Mackenzie.— W.  R.  S. 
Lane.— W.  H.  Pilkington.— J.  A.  Elliott.— 
B.  Lawes.— P.  Jones.— T.  Wright 

•    APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Oentlemen  who  have  obtained  CerH/katm, 
April  3.-^W.  D.  Watiien,  St.  Darid's, 
Fembrokeshire. — ^F.  Fitdi,  Sndbury. — R.  T. 
Cobbold,  Sazmundham.— T.  H.  Watt,  Deal, 
Kent.- W.  Westal).— C.  G.  Mott,  Derby.— 
J.  Bromileld,  VHiitchareh,  Salop.  —  B. 
Noyce,  London. 

NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Wb  shall  be  glad  to  hear  again  from  Mr. 
R.  H.  Meade,  of  firadford,  Yorkshirs.  His 
Canioal  Obsertations  will  be  inserted  noEt 
week. 

If  A  can  ftunish  us  with  any  oases  in 
which  his  plan  of  treating  diabetea  haa  sno* 
eeeded,  we  will  gire  them  insertion. 

Hie  Memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  Heherden 
wiU  be  inserted. 

**  A  Subscriber"  will  peroeire  from  our 
leading  article,  that  "  a  licentiate"  may  as* 
Bume  the  title  of  *' surgeon"  (as  the  hill  at 
present  stands),  ahhou^  he  cannot  be  re» 
gistered  as  such. 

Receired— Cases  by  Mr.  CoUier;   tha 


H«iefotdMMBoriaIf''Laetor;*'  '«APrMti. 
;"  the  Wohrcrfaamplon  FetltioBi }  tlm 
Rsaolotions. 
We  regret  chat  we  cannot  notioa  Uie  cir« 
cumstsnces  to  which  Yindex  refers.  Dr.  F. 
need  be  under  no  apprdiension  of  an  attnek 
in  the  Meameric  Magaaine  alfecting  him  ia 
the  opinion  of  }the  profession.  The  jmuanl 
only  finds  dreubtion  aaaong  the  dnas  of 
impostors  who  record  their  own  doinga  in  it. 

MORTALITY  of  thb  METROPOLIS. 

Deathe  from  all  eaueee  regUtered  te  ika 
week  ending  Saimrday,  March  29. 

▲llCausbs ...UM 

SraciFi  Ko  Causes IIM 

I.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagiooi)  Discnsai,  19S;  tmnnr 
whi^,ef— 

dmall  Fnx 31 

Measles  lO 

Scarlatina  t6 

Hooping  Cough 97 

Croup •  7 

Thnuk    • S 

Diarrhoea   it 

Dysentery ; i 

Cbolera   ••  i 

Inilaenia % 

Typitus    SI 

n.— Dropsy,  Cancer,  end  other  Piifss 
oiQBoertainor  ▼ariahte Seats  lUs 
amonr  whicli,  of-> 

Haemorrhage  t 

Dropsy M 

Scroinia 4 

Cancer It 

Atrophy 90 

Debility  It 

SaddeaDeatha JB 

III.— Diseascsof  the  Brain,  Spfawl  Marrow^ 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  197;  amonf 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalus.... ^ 

Apoplexy tf 

Panaysis M 

Convulsions  St 

Insanity B 

DsUfium  Tremens  • 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  twigs,  and  of  the 
other  Organs  of  RMpiration^  906; 
among  which,  of 

Pneumonia Itft 

Hydrothorax 9 

Asthma 49 

nthisis or Cont umptioa  ....  M4 

Disessesofthe Longs, te....  91 

v.— Diseases  of  Hesrt  and  lUood-vessels  47 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomsch,  Liver,  and 

other  Organs  of  Digestion,  71 ;  . 
among  which,  of— 

Teething It 

Gastritis 1 

Enteritis It 

Tabes  4 

Hemis • 

Disease  of  9tomsch,lto t 

Diiease  of  Liver,  &c 11 

VII. — Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  fte T 

VllL-ChOdUith,  Disesses  of  tte  Utonas, 
te.  19:  among  which,  of-' 

(%hdbirth 10 

Disesse  of  Utems I 

IX.— Rheumatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

JointSf  ftc  ........•.....•.•...•■  A 

X— Disesses  of  Skin,  CeUalar  Tissue,  ftc  1 

XI.-OldAxe 94 

XII.— Violcnee.  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intsm- 
P«rM€t ....; M 

WiMpn  ft  OoiLTT,  ft7t  BWnnsr  I 
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inetifctiu  anil  tf)e  Collateral  ^timtts, 

^■^*— ^^^■^^'          ■■■iii»ii                         ■»■■■                                          ■■                                                                       ■■■■■■III  ^,^^^^^,^,^^^         ^^  ^       ^^M^^^^^.^— »■         I         ■^^— ^M^^a^ 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  18,  1845. 

LBCTURB3  attention,  and  for  which  yon  will  be  con- 

^^  ^^^  suited,  is  a  projection  in  one  or  other  of  the 

ntnations  mentioned,  sometimes  so  sUsht  as 

NATURE     AND     TREATMENT     OP  «5arody  to  attract  attention,  and  without 

DEFORMITIES,  any  external  eridenoe  of  disease  beyond  the 

Blaomabury  Square,  enhstance  of  the  bodies  of  the  Tertebr«,  is 

Bt  R.  W.  Taiiplht,  F.R.C.S.E.  aiwof*  angular ;  from  which  fact  it  may  be 

;8urgeon  to  the  HospitaL  at  all  times  recognised,  even  in  this  its  most 

.^.^  incipient  state,  and  by  which  it  may  be  dis- 

jim^isM.  sxu.^*^^  «/  ihm  M„,u^^T>niPm  tlng'il^cd  from  the  posterior  curratureof 
AM^m'  oirvaiure  qftht  ^-^PoitM  ^^  ^  common  in  chUdren.  but  which 
du€aie:Nai^tqf--^Treatmeni.  Tfrtai^  eiists  without  any  disease  affecting  the  ver- 
mei^<lf  angular  ewvaiure^  the  ipme.  ^^  It  is  erf  ^reat  importano?that  you 
I  MUST  now  draw  your  attention  to  angular  should  distinguish  the  one  from  the  other, 
cnnrature  of  the  spine,  of  which  an  immense  especially  in  the  incipient  stage,  as  by  so 
number  of  cases  present  themselres  at  this  doing  a  stop  may  be  put  to  the  progress  of 
Charity.  This  deformity  arises  from  disease  the  nioenition^  and  of  course  deformity,  as 
and  ulceration  of  the  bodies  of  the  Tertebrae,  well  as  the  serious  consequences  attending 
for  the  true  knowledge  of  which  we  are  in-  its  progress  altogether  prevented.  As  the 
debted  to  the  late  Mr.  Pott ;  and  as  the  de-  ulceration  proceeds,  the  angle  increases,  and 
formity  is,  generally  speaking,  the  first  becomes  more  or  lets  acute,  according  to  the 
thing  which  attracts  the  attention  of  the  number  of  the  vertebrse  affeeted,  and  the  loss 
parents  or  friends  of  the  patient,  and  also  of  substmoe  sustained.  Hie  spine  being  no 
that  which  induces  them  to  apply  for  longer  capable  of  bearing  the  superincuni- 
relief,  a  laige  proportion  of  cases  attending  bent  weight  of  the  head  and  shoulders,  an 
here  are  suffering  from  active  disease,  ss  additional  source  of  irritation  is  thus  meofaa* 
well  as  die  curvature  consequent  upon  it :  nioally  brought  into  operation,  whidi  not 
It  becomes  therefore  necessary  that  I  should  only  increases  the  amount  of  tbs  deformity, 
briefly  aUude  to  it.  Tins  affection,  then,  but  also  that  of  the  disease  itself,-— an  im- 
cdhsisti  of  ulceration  of  the  body  or  bodies  portent  foct  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  the 
of  one  or  more  vertebrv,  and  is  found  to  treatment,  as  I  shall  presently  point  out  to 
attack  any  portion  of  the  spine  fitnn  the  you.  In  the  oommenoement  erf  this  affoo- 
atlas  to  the  sacrum  ;  most  frequently  tiie  tion  the  patient  suffers  very  little  pain— at 
dorsal  vertebrse ;  secondly,  the  lumbar ;  and  all  times  somo-^whldi  Is  characterised  by 
Isstly,  the  cervical.  It  generally  occurs  in  an  occasional  scream  and  general  restless- 
weak  and  unhealthy  diildren,  who  are  already  ness,  not  snficiently  defined  to  attract  atten- 
predisposed,  from  any  slight  casualty,  to  dis-  tion  to  the  spot.  As  it  proceeds,  however,  the 
eased  action.  Not  unfreqnently  It  Is  com-  pain  becomes  asore  severe,  and  is  increased 
bined  with  the  tubercular  diathesb,  which  nponmotionof  anykind;  andaslt^scaioeiy 
willbefound  occasionally  in  the  active  stage ;  possible  for  the  spine  to  be  kept  at  rest  by  the 
and  in  all  instances  that  peculiar  condition  efforts  of  the  patient  or  friends  simply.  In 
called  "  strumous"  is  but  too  evident.  The  many  instances,  the  general  health  snifora 
strumous  and  tubercular,  however,  to  my  from  the  constant  irritation  thus  kept  up, 
mind,  differ  but  little  from  each  other.  the  appetite  fUls,  the  bowels  are  irregular, 
The  first  circumstance,  tiien,  that  attneti  the  tscretions  nnhealtiiy,  and,  nnlon  rSki  ii 

907.— XXXV.  3  I 
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obtained,  hectic  foperrcnei,  abfoenet  form,  to  this  period  her  healtli  had  been 

and  dea^  pats  a  period  to  tfieir  eiiftmoe.  mptedlj  good.     Hie  caollectioa  d 

As  the  nlomition  affects  the  anterior  surfiwes  had,  howerer,  slowly  increased,  and 

of  the  bodies  of  the  tertebne,  of  coarse  it  is  indicated  by  the  ebsnge  Iroai  the 

in  thii  sitoation  that  the  matter  is  fionned  to  the  inclined  porition,  the  matter 

in  cases  of  abscess,  the  existence  of  which  is  ing  down,  and  appearing  in  the  tlugh.   After 

gcnerall J  indiratfd  bj  an  enlargemcDt  taA  the  horizontal  position  waa  resmned    tktt 

f:liM»lr«»ning  on  cach  sldc  of  thc  projection,  as  swelling  in  the  thigh  dimtninhed,  and  the 

well  ss  above  and  bdow  it,  and  dso  by  the  abscess  pointed  in  the  fombar  n^uaa^ 
incressed  distarbsnoe  in  the  genersl  hesltfa.        Another  case  nmHar  to  the  above  oomrred 

As  the  matter  increaaes  in  qnantity,  it  de-  a  short  time  smce.    A  child,  aboat  4  yean 

scends,  principally  by  grari.tation,  behind  old,  bad  been  attending  as  an  oat-pntieoi  §ar 

the  &scia  into  the  pelric  cavity,  and  nol  on-  some  months,  and  appeared  to  improve  m 

frequently  presents   itself  on  the  anterior  health  and  strength.      She  was  wearing  a 

and  internal  sorCice  of  the  thigh,  below  the  support,   which   I  shall  presently  shev  to 

insertion  of  the  psoas  and  ittacos  mosdes,  you,  snd  got  aboat  witlumt  any  apparcBt 

having  been  confined  in  its  coarse  by  the  inoonvenienoe.     However,  on  one  oocasion, 

finds  covering  them.     At  other  times  it  does  her  mother  stated  that  the  instrament  bad 

not  proceed  so  far  down,  bat  will  present  made  her  back  swelL     Upon  rvaminatinn  1 

itself  in  the  loins;  several  esses  of  which  found  a  projection  in  the  Icnn,  indifaring  the 

have  lately  ooenrred.    The  matter  thna  se*  eiistgnre  of  a  lumbar  abscess ;  so  thaut  it 

crated  amoonts  oftentimes  to  an  incredibly  appean  that  after  the  active  sympliJBMi  have 

laq^  amoont,  and,  after  the  active  symp-  subsided,  the  coUectioa  of  matter  stall  goes 

toms  occasioned  by  its  first  onset  have  aab«  on,  the  evidence  of  which  we  ara  totally  at  m 

sided,  produces  very  little  irritstion*    A  pa-  loss  to  discover,  until  it  preaenta  itniif  in 

taent  was  admittnl  some  time  since  with  one  or  other  of  the  sttnations  mentioned; 

angular  curvature  aflecting  the  doml  verte*  and,  as  in  the  oases  just  now  idated,  appn- 

br»,  in  a  girl  aged  about  5  years,  whose  rent  improvement  mav  contanne  for  montha 

general  health  was  at  that  time  very  good,  with  diis  serious  addition  to  the  original 

She  remained  in  the  house  about  three  or  disease.    Ton  csnnot,  therefore,  be  too  can- 

four  months,  and  was  during  that  time  kept  tious  in  expressing  an  opinion  upoii 

in  the  borisontal  position,  with  a  support  to  cases. 

the  back,  which  prevented  sny  motion  tak-        In  some  inatsnees  paralysis  of  both 

ing  place  in  the  spinal  column.    The  child  cxtremitieB  will  be  found  to  coexist :    this 

continued  in  good  health  and  q>irits,  and  drcumstance  is  not  occasioned  by  the  corva- 

the  projection  was  certainly  less  acute.     I  tore  of  the  spine,  for  in  the  most  aevera  cor* 

ordered  that  she  sho<kld  be  placed  on  an  in-  vatnre  that  can  be  met  with  the  fonctions  of 

dined  plane  during  the  day,  with  a  view  of  the  spinal  marrow  are  not  interrupted,  or  in 

diminishing  the  angle  so  for  as  the  com-  any  way  impaired,  but  by  pressure  oocsflUNied 

pressed  intervertebral  substance  would  ad-  eiUier  by  inflammation  of  the  chord  and  cf- 

mit  of,  immcdistdy  liaa^t  and  below  the  fuaioa  as  a  consequence,  or  by  the  preasnre 

angle.    This  was  accordingly  done.     On  the  occasioned  by  a  collection  of  matter,  with  the 

third  day  the  nnrpe  drew  my  attention  to  a  entire  obliteration  of  one  of  the  bodies  of 

genersl  enlargement  of  the  left  thigh.    I  the  vertebrse. 

examined  it,  and  believed  that  I  conhl  dis*  If  the  integrity  of  the  canal  is  preserved, 
tinguish  a  sense  of  fiuctnation.  There  was  which  it  generally  is,  and  the  inflam- 
no  pain  ocesaioned  by  the  examination,  nd-  mation  ia  not  propagated  to  ita  invest- 
ther  had  the  child  complained  pievioualy.  ing  membrane,  no  matter  how  acute  the 
On  the  fourth  day  the  thigh  was  inJsmfd  curvature  or  angle  at  which  the  qiine  may 
throughout  its  entire  extent,  and  theoellulsr  be,  the  spinal  marrow  adapts  itadf  tD  the 
tissue  became  somewhat  indurated.  Several  change  of  poaition  widmut  any  intermption 
gentlemen  saw  the  patient,  aoase  egreeing  to  its  normal  fonctions ;  tMfc«tir#»f  of  which 
with  me  in  opinioa  of  there  being  matter,  may  he  found  in  every  museum.  What  is 
othere  differii^,  regarding  it  as  inflamma^  the  canae  that  first  set  this  diaeMe  in  opera- 
tion of  cellalar  tissue  alone.  I  then  ordered  tion  ?  Somehave  "w^gnrd  a  specific  canse, 
fomentstinns,  poultioes,  andbandeges,  and  asdisesae  of  one  or  morecf  thebodieaof  the 
In  a  week  the  redness  anbaided,  but  not  the  vertebrae ;  I  am  at  a  loss  to  imagine  this,  as 
■wdlixig  of  the  thigh.  In  about  a  month  there  is  nothing  that  I  can  discover  spedfic 
aiterwarda  a  nrojection  was  noticed  in  the  about  it;  there  ia  simply  inflammation  and 
situation  of  the  left  Idn,  which  onntinued  to  ukeratian  of  the  bones,  Mm'Ur  to  ty*  which 
increase,  and  at  onoe  proved  that  the  canae  ia  witnessed  in  the  i^ighbourhood  of  the  hip 
of  the  sweUiqg  was  the  exiatenoe  of  a  lumbar  and  knee-joint  most  oommonly«  at  timasalao 
abscess,  and  which  had  been  forming  for  in  the  elbow  and  wiist-joint.  In  these  in- 
aome  time  previous  to  her  adauasion ;  foe  staneea  a  blow  or  foil,  or  aome  iiynry,  has 
ftom  the  time  of  her  entering  the  hoqpiUlvyp  preonded  the  diaeaaed  action,  anl  to  which 
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Hie  frienda  tadgn  iU    In  thb  partlciikr  in-  alMxtive  i  no  otm  would  for  a  momttit  allow 

atance  invariably  the  canao  astigBed  ia  a  &11  any  meefaanioal  iititant  to  preaa  upon  an  ex- 

or  other  injury,  and  I  oertalaly  am  of  opinion  tenial  woand^  neither  ia  any  one  to  be  found 

that  it  is  hrooght  into  operation  by  aome  who  wonld  justify  audi  a  piooeedfaify  or 

mechanical  uynry  ;   although  we  muat  ad*  soaioely  beliereitif  theyiawit;  and  yet  this 

mit  that  these  patifnts  are  nredispoeed  to  diseaaer  which  is  placed  in  a  similar  oircum- 

diseaaed  action  either   constitutionally,  or  stance  from  its  seat  and  nature,  is  but  too 

from  general  and  excessi¥e  debility.    There  often  subjected  to  the  constant  irritation^ 

is  rarely  any  activity  evinced  in  the  most  se-  from  want  of  proper  attention  to  this  point, 

vere  caaas  from  the  commencement  to  the  and  alao  might  be  added,  to  the  serious  mis*' 

termination  of  the  disease,  which  arises  from  chief  and  consequences  which  so  often  result 

a  general  want  of  power,  and  the  consequent  aa  a  aequel  to  thia  aifectuNi. 

inability  that  exists  for  the  restorative  efforts  The  plan  I  usually  adopt  ia  the  following : 

«itber  to  put  a  atop  to  or  to  control  the  die-  to  request  that  the  parenta  should  obtain 

eaaed  action,  until  an  improvement  has  taken  a  board  aomewhat]  wider  and  longer  thaft 

place  in  the  general  health,  which  improve*  the  patient ;   let  a  horse-hair  mattreaa  be 

ment  it  is  at  times  difficult  to  bring  about ;  placed  upon  it,  and  let  two  ciroolar  holes  bo 

and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  slight  made  in  it  at  tiie  point  corresponding  witk 

and  almost  imperceptible  ix^jury  is  sufficient  the  axilla,  in  which  can  be  inserted  a  couple 

to  set  up  diseased  action,  in  whatever  part  it  of  plugs  (one  for  each  side),  when  the  pa« 

may  happen  to  be  applied.    There  doea  not  tient  ia  in  the  inclined  position,  to  prevent 

appear,  therefore,  to  be  the  capability  of  re-  them  from  slipping  down.  With  thia  simple 

eisting  diseaaed  action,  provided  that  the  part  coptrivance,  which  ia  within  the  reach  of  alU 

or  parts  are  sub)ected  to  the  slightest  inter-  from  the  fruiility  of  obtaining  it,  a  child  may  bo 

rUption  in  the  performance  of  thmr  functions,  kept  at  rest,  the  disease  protected  from  pres- 

These  patients,  however,  present  oftentimes  aure,  and  the  angle  relieved,  or,  ataUeventa^ 

the  appearances  of  health,  and  upon  inquiry  any  increase    of   it  effectually  prevented; 

their  relativca  will  inform  you  not  only  that  whilst  at  the  same  time  It  ia  the  greateat  poa* 

they  were  in  good  health,  but  that  they  had  siUe  source  of  comfort  to  the  patient,  who^ 

not  suffored  prevkMisly.    Tliis  is  no  proof  instead  of  becoming  fretful  and  irritable,  with 

against  the  supposition  that  there  ia  a  pre^  the  health  anifering  aa  a  conaecpence,  aa 

disposition  to  disease,  inasmuch  as  a  state  of  might  be  anticipated  from  the  coofinement« 

apparent  health  ia  unfortunately  conaistent  ac^ally  improve  in  health,  and  are  most 

with  the  existence  of  mortal  dtMsse — aa  ia  completely  relieved  from  pain, 

witnessed  in  canccri  and  other  malignant  af-  The  restorative  prooeaa  in  diaeaae  of  the 

fections.  benea,  is,  aa  I  had  occaaion  to  remark  when 

jyeaimeni, — From  what  I  have  said  you  spealdog  of  diaeaae  of  the  knee-joint,  alwaya 

will  perceive  that  the  treatment  of  this  dis-  slow  from  its  very  nature ;  therefore  their 

ease  resolves  itself  into  gener^,  load,  and  treatment   muat    be   continued   for    some 

mechanical.    As  the  constitution  or  general  montha  ;  otherwiae,  whatever  improvement 

health  is  in  all  caaea  at  fault,  every  meana  may  have  taken  place,  the  parte  become 

must  be  had  recourse  to  which  haa  for  ita  easUy  irritated  from  the  pressure  occaaioaed 

object  the  improvement  of  the  health  of  the  by  the  erect  poature:  a  relapaa  with  increased 

patient,  and  it  most  be  evident  that  tonios,  miachief  follows. 

attentiontothediet,aswellasto^the  secretions  Counter-irritation  was  used  with  success 

generally,  will  require  the  greatest  peraeve-  by  the  late  Mr.  Pott,  and  ita  advanCagges 

ranee,  and  also  that  abtoliie  reat  ia  India-  have  aince  been  proved  by  the  test  of  expe^ 

pensable.  lience.   I  have  found  mUd  counter-irritation 

ITie  first  thing  to  which  you  must  direct  answer  every  purpose,  without  the  risk  of 

your  attention  ia  that,  of  preventing  any  mo-  interfering  with  the  child's  health,  or  of  add<« 

Cion  taking  place  in  the  apinal  column  beyond  ing  to  the  irritation  from  which  they  already 

that  which  isalmost  unavoidable,  and  the  moat  suffer ;  and  the  form  I  usually  adopt  ia  that 

effectual  means  of  accomplishing  this  object  of  an  ointment  con|>ounded  of  equal  parte 

ia  to  place  the  child  either  on  ita  bade  or  of  the  Smplastrum  Iiyttm  and  Unguentnu 

face,  in  the  horisontal  or  inclined  position,  Hydraxgyri,  directing  the  attendant  to  rub 

or  both — the  plan  adopted  by  the  late  Dr.  the  part  on  eaeh  side  of  the  projection  and 

Yerrall  (the  inclined  poattion  on  the  foee).  above  and  below  it,  Aen  to  aj^ily  a  soft  lin« 

On  no  consideration  ought  the  patients  to  be  seed-meal  ponUioe  ;    this  is  generally  fol* 

allowed  to  place  themselves  in  such  a  position  lowed  by  aa  eruption  and  xe&esa  without 

that  the  weight  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  desteoyiog  the  cuticle.    I  then  direct  that 

body  shall  preas,  and  therefore  irritate  the  they  should  allow  thia  irritation  to  subside 

existing  diseaae :  during  the  active  stage,  aa  before  a  freah  application  ia  made,  oontiMi* 

well  as  during  the  first  eiSbrts  of  restoration,  ing,  however,  the  use  of  the  poultice^  whkh 

this  point  must  be  made  a  sum  fwm  non,  for  very  frequently  keeps  up  sufBdent  irritatien 

without  it  all  other  meanf  are  of  nooeisilky  of  itielf :  at  soon  aa  the  imlatioii  on  the 
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surface  has  sobsidedy  or  nearly  so,  let  tbe  nnscieiitifioy  and  fit  onlf  to  be  piimied  hy 
ointment  be  reapplied,  and  a  similar  course  charlatans  and  quaeks,  who  have  nrither 
pursued  as  long  as  there  is  any  eridenoe  of  character  or  reputation  at  stake.     If  the 
active  disease  ezistiDg.  deformity  is  very  slight,  and  yon  have  an 
As  this  disease  is  essentially  one  of  debility,  opportunity  of  treating  it  immediately  fol- 
or  connected  with  it,  the  diet  must  be  nou-  lowing,  or  very  shortly  after,  the  substdeooe 
rishing  and  slightly  stimulant.     Some  object  of  the  disease,  you  can  eiTectaally  put  a  stop 
to  stimulants ;  I  have  found  them  decidedly  to  any  increase  which  must  otherwise  oocor 
useful  at  times  in  giving  tone  to  the  sto-  from  the  gradual  compression  of  the  interrer- 
mach ;  especially  where  the  appetite  u  bad  and  tebral  substance  above  and  below  the  angle, 
there  is  great  depression,   small  quantities  by  doing  which  it  becomes  of  little  moment, 
of  port  wine,  or  beer,  are  of  great  assistance,  and,  when  cured,  of  no  inconvenienoo*  to 
As  it  regards  the  tonic,  that  must  be  left  to  the  patient.     If,  on  the  contrary,  the  de- 
the  discretion  and  experience  of  each  indivi-  formity  is  to  any  extent,  and  the  patieat 
dual ;  I  prefer,  as  I  have  often  stated  to  you,  young,  the  relief  that  can  be  prudenily  ob- 
the  preparations  of  iron.    The  bowels  must  tained  is  that  only  which  b  occasioned  by  the 
of  course  be  regulated,  and  if  it  becomes  ne-  compressed  intervertebral  substance :  tfaia, 
cessary  to  use  aperients,  let  them  be  of  the  at  times,  is  of  some  amount,  and,  upon  ita 
mildest  form,  merely  to  produce  the  effect  being  removed,  reduces  considerably  the  ap* 
without  irritating  or  exhausting  the  patient :  pearance  of  the  deformity.    The  mecfaanicat 
castor  oil  is  as  good  a  means  as  any,  and  one  mfans  I  have  adopted  are  similar  to  thoae 
which  I  recommend  to  be  given  when  ne-  which  have  been  in  use  from  time  imnie> 
cessary.      Occasionally,  when  there  is  great  morial,  namely,  a  support  to  the  upper  ex- 
constitutional  irritation  during  the  formation  tremities,  consisting  of  a  band  whidi  encar- 
of  matter,  you  will  do  well  to  allay  it  by  an  cles  the  pelvis,  having  attadied  two  crutches, 
opiate  at  night,  which  can  be  given  in  con-  one  on  each  side,  to  support  the  shoulders, 
junction  with  the  Hydrargyri  c.  creta ;  and,  the  crutdiea  connsting  of  a  male  and  female 
should  the  bowels  be  relaxed,  the  Mistura  screw,  which  enables  me  to  increase  their 
Creta,  with  the  Aromatic  Confection,  and  a  length,  provided  relief  is  obtained,  as  the 
small  quantity  of  the  Tinct.  of  Opium,  should  child  grows — Vide  fig.  1.     I  then  direct 
be  administered  regularly  until  it  is  stopped  :  that  a  broad  flannel  band  should  be  passed 
if,  however,  the  general  health  is  good,  the  round  the  crutch  on  one  or  other  side,  and 
appetitenatoral,  I  should  not  advise  any  inter-  over  the  projecting  vertebra,  then  round  the 
ference,  merely  strict  attention  to  the  position,  opposite  crutch   back  again  to  the  oom- 
When  paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities  has  mencement  of  the  band,  and  there  united  : 
come  on,  1  have  found  it  necessary  to  in-  by  this  means  an  effectual  support  is  given 
crease  the  local  irritation,  and  to  administer  without  encircling  the  abdomen.     Of  oourse 
mercury  in  the  form  of  the  Hyd.  c.  Cretft,  this  applies  to  curvature  existing  in  the 
regularly,  and  in  some  instances  with  sue-  dorsal  or  lumbar  vertebrs,  and  not  to  that 
cess.    Even  in  these  cases  a  nourishing  diet  which  exists  in  the  cervical  vertebrs.     In 
must  still  be  continued,  and  the  strength  of  the  latter  instance  I  have  used  a  support 
the  patient  supported  in  every  possible  way.  similar  to  that  represented  in  fig.  1,  having, 
A  patient  is  at  this  time  attending  whose  inaddition,  apart  to  support  the  head  alone, 
lower  extremities  were  completely  paralysed —  so  that  the  pressure  on  the  anterior  surface 
not  a  trace  of  motion  could  be  discovered  :  of  the  vertebra  is  effectually  prevented,  as 
by  these  means  he  is  gradually  recovering  in  this  instrument  [showing  it].    The  use 
the  lost  power,  which  first  returned  in  the  of  the  support  must  be  uninterruptedly  con. 
muscles  of  the  toes,  then  the  feet  and  knees,  tinned  for  years,  and  for  the  first  year  at 
nie  amount  of  power  is  still  slight,  but  it  is  least  it  should  be  worn  night  and  day,  other- 
evidently    increasing.      I    believe    I    have  wise  the  deformity  will  increase,  not   so 
noticed  the  principal  points  in  connection  much  from  the  original  seat  of  the  affecttcm, 
wiUi  this  affectioUi  and  I  shall  now  return  to  but  from  compression  kept  up  in  the  inter- 
the  deformity  resulting  from  it,  and  existing  vertebral  substance.     In  older  cases,  where 
after  the  subsidence  of  the  diseased  actioui  the  deformity  is  severe,  and  the  loss  of  sub- 
namely,  stance  considerable,  no  benefit  can  be  ex- 
Anffular  eurvaiure,~^'From  the  cause  of  pected  from   any  treatment    beyond    that 
this  deformity,  it  must  be  evident  that  our  which  is  connected  with  the  feelings  of  the 
efforts  can  only  be  directed  to  relieve,  not  to  patient.    Where  there  is  a  great  weakneas, 
remove,  this  deformity,  inasmuch  as  when  and  inability  to  take  much  exercise  without 
once  a  loss  of  substance  has  taken  place  in  fiitigue,  a  support  similar  to  that  represented 
the  bodies  of  the  vertebra,  it  is  not  repro-  is  frequently  of  the  greatest  comfort  and 
duoed,  at  least  in  a  very  imperfect  degree ;  assistance ;    but  recollect  that  it  must  be 
therefore,  to  straighten  the  spine,  which  used  only  as  a  support,  and  not  with  a  view 
undoubtedly,  in  young*  subjects,  could  be  of  extending  the  spine  forcibly.    In  ftict,  in 
done,  would  be  to  adopt  a  mode  of  practice  all  cases  of  this  kind,  t^  principle  must  be 
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Diagnun  of  an  Instnunent  for  the  relief  of  sngalar  cnrratnre,  the  description  of  which  is  glren 

ai  page  916. 


adopted,  as  foroe  or  ▼ioleooe  of  nj  kind 
can  lead  only  to  resalts  which  would  be 
regretted.  A  case  of  a  young  man  oocorred, 
some  time  since,  in  the  hands  of  the  spinal 
empirics^alike  ignorant  of  the  canse  as  well 
as  of  the  effect,  at  least  it  is  charitable  to 
think  so — in  whom  violent  force  was  had 
reconrse  to,  with  the  remoyal  of  the  de- 
Ibrmity  certainly,  but  at  the  cost  of  the  sod- 
den death  of  Uie  patient  as  a  consequence. 
VIolenoe  or  bmtal  foroe,  snch  as  was  used 
towards  this  nnfortonate  patient,  cannot  be 
too  strongly  deprecated. 
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Memher  Extraordinary  of  the  Royal  Madicfl 

Society  of  Bdinbnrrb,  and  Physician  to 

the  Bath  Anitentiary. 

[Continued  from  page  859.] 

The  Cure  o/Apaplexia  Hydr&cephalica^ 
•  or  Acute  Hydrocepkalut, 

You  lessen  the  flow  of  blood  to  the 
head  by  bleeding-  Some  bleed  largely ; 
I  bleed  accordiDg  to  the  age  and 
strength  of  the  patients, — e,  g,  to  six- 
teen ounces,  ana  repeat  it  according  to 
the  effect.     Local  bleeding  is  fs^i 
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the  best  thing  is  to  open  the  tempoi«l  there  k  no  remedy  e^ual  to  it  for  this 

artery.     Opening  the  ja£[alar  ^em  is  purpose.    We  sometimes  are  unable  to 

not  to  be  generally  used ;  it  is  just  as  cause  absorption  of  the  water  without 

well  to  bleed  in  the  vein  of  the  arm  as  it.    In  a  case  of  ascites  I  began  with  i^ 

of  the  neck.    Bleeding,  general  or  lo-  rubbing  it   on  the  belly ;  sali^atioa 

cal,  is  most  to  be  reued  on ;  yet  it  is  came  on  with  violence,  so  that   I  was 

little  to  be  relied  on.  oblig^ed  to  keep  the  patient  alive  with 

Blistering  the  head  or  neck  is  useful ;  nourishment.     The   swellin|^  of  the 

from  sympathy  between  the  external  belly  went#off,  and  he  remained  well 

and  internal  parts,  a  blister  on  the  for  some  time.     The  mercury  alone 

head   may  relieve  the   inflammation  carried  off  the  water.    In  another^ case 

within ;  it  is  a  good  subsidiary  remedy,  of  dropsy  of  the  belly,  from  taking  cold 

If  there  is  much  of  a  febrile  state,  bleed  water,  I  gave  Hydrargvram  cum  Scilla ; 

first,    then  blister.     Some  years  ago  it  occasioned  a  great  flow  of  urine,  and 

physicians  would  not  blister  m  inflam-  removed  the  swelUng.     He  then  left 

matory  cases.  off  the  squills,  and  tne  symptoms  re- 

An  issue  or  seton  is  a  good  preven-  turned.     He  resumed  it  without  mer- 

tive  remedy ;  not  of  mudi  avail  as  a  cury ;  no  absorption  was  produced.    He 

curative  measure.  then  took  mercury,  and  tne  dropsy  was 

Purging  is  good*    The  medicine  must  again  carried  otL     He  continued  the 

be  strOTig,  because  the  bowels  are  tor-  squills,  and  was  well  for  many  yesuns. 

pid.     Moderate  doses    are   to  be  re-  1  do  not  remember  a  case  of  a  flow  of 

peated  until  the  effect  is  obtained,  as  urine  from  diuretics  in  dro]^y  without 

ten  grains  of  jalap  with  three  of  calo-  relief  of  the  disease.    Sometimes  I  have 

mel,  every  three  hours ;  or  senna  with  seen  so  great  a  flow  of  urine,  that  I 

rhubarb    and   ssdts.      Children    bear  have  feared  the  patient  would  soflfer 

purging  better  than  adults.    A  young  from  the  relaxation  ^  yet  the  discharge 

child  took,  in  nine  days,  351  grains  of  has  been  kept  up  to  sixteen  pounds  a 

calomel,^on  some  days  60  grains  a  day,  without  their  suflering  from  it. 

day ;  and  198  grains  of  jalap  in  six  Hydrargyrum  is  not  so  powerful  in  the 

days.     The  efiect  was  very  gentle ;  effusion  of  serum  into  the  ventricles  of 

there  was  no  purging  by  calomel  at  the  brain  as  in  dropsical  affections; 

the  time.     The  symptoms  were  head-  yet  it  mi^ht  be  useful  in  the  advanced 

ache,  vomiting,  and  stupor.     She  re-  stages  of  hydrocephalus.     It  is  very 

covered,  although  the  torpor  of  the  precarious  in  its  operation  on  the  sali- 

bowels  might  seem  to  indicate  a  fatal  vary  glands.    Young  children  are  not 

event.    You  had  better  try  more  mode*  easily    salivated ;    one    was   salivated 

rate  doses  of  purgatives.  without  the  least  benefit,  who  had  the 

Some  like  the  sweating  plan, — the  disease  after  tinea  capitis.    You  may 

vapour  bath,  and  fomentations  by  flan-  give  three  grains  of  calomel  every  six 

nels  wrung  out  of  warm  water.    Some  hours,  or  rub  the  stronger  pintment  on 

^ve  ten  grains  of  Dover's  powder;  it  the  legs,  arms,  breast, 

is  not  generally  successful.  Errnines  are  given  because  there  is 

Some  recommend  exciting  a  flow  of  a  want  of  secretion  of  mucus  in  the 

urine  by  means  of  digitalis;   it  is  a  nostrils;  the  nose  ia  dry.     They  are 

powerful  sedative  of  the  vascular  sys-  useless. 

tern ;  it  makes  the  pulse  very  slow ;  In  chronic  hydrocephalus  the  head 

sometimes  it  is  used  tor  weeks  without  has  been  punctured.     In  one  case  the 

our  seeing  any  effects  from  it.    Din-  water  was  evapuated,  bat  it  gathered 

retics  are  very  precarious  in  their  ac-  again. 

Hvdrargyrum.is   much    used,    and  On  the  Treatmeni  of  Epiiepsy, 

much  slandered ;  we  are  disappointed  In  the  prog[nosis  of  epilepsy,  von  at- 

in  it  in  this  disease.    It  is  a  powerful  tend  to  the  original  stamina  of  the  con> 

depleting  remedy,  and  is  used  also  as  stitution,  and  to  (b?  habits  of  the  pa- 

an  aperient,  and  to  enter  the  system,  tient ;  for  people  who  lead  sedentary 

salivation  being  thought  to  be  of  ser-  lives,  and  who  are  intemperate,  are 

vice,  by  alterinc^  the  determination  of  more  liable  to  the  disease,  and  to  its 

blood  to  the  brain ;  which  is  a  mode  of  recurrence. 

reasoning  I  cannot  approve  of.    It  pro-  I  only  know  a  dozen  cases  that  ever 

motes    absorption    vastly  in  'dropsy ;  permanently  yielded  to  the  treatment 
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I  anployed :    all  the   means  reccm-  Hved  on  cuTdled  milk  and  flour  (men** 

mended  are  often  ntelest.     It  is  apt  tioned  under  apoplexy.) 

to  occasion  destruction  of  the  mental  In  early  cases  i  bleed ;  and  in  other 

powers,  and  to  pass  into  mania.    We  eases,  if  the  fit  has  been  precede  by 

can  no  more  alter  the  original  consti-  general  or  local  fulness  of  olood,  as  ia 

tution   than  we  can   alter  the  com«  shewn  by  redness  of  the  face,  vertigo, 

plexion,  the  stature,  or  the  sex.   Never  and  a  ringing  in  the  ears,  I  bleed  from 

promise  much ;  the  patients  try  various  the  arm ;  yet  some  say  it  relaxes  the 

remedies  and  physicians,  to  no  purpose,  body  and  increases  plethora. 

In  some  cases  there  is  a  confirmed  In  chronic  cases  1  trust  to  purging, 

headache,  gkldiness,  and  dimneas  of  with  sulphate  of  maffneeia,  and  aloes 

sight,  leading  you  to  suspect  cn^anio  with  colocynth,  which  is  my  favourite, 

disease ;  in  others  there  is  no  ov]^nic  The  use  of  blisters  iti  succession  will 

aflection,  but  the  return  of  the  disease  prevent  the  tur^^escence  of  the  brain. 

is  influenced  by  habit.    A  motion  once  A  seton  or  an  issue  ia  thought  better 

produced  in  the  animal  economy  tends  by  many  practitioners. 

to  recur,   as  is  seen  in  intermittent  Passions  of  the  mind   are  to   be 

fever,  in  which  the  hour  of  the  fit  su-  avoided ;  and  the  exciting  causes  pe- 

perveninff  can  be  foretold ;  so  also  the  culiar  to  the  particnlat  case, 

flow  of  blood  to  the  head  is  regulated  Exposure   to   heat    must    also  be 

bv  habit.     Topical  plethora  w9l  take  avoided,  as  sitting  near  a  fire,  and  in 

place  in  the  head  from  habit,  when  ge?  crowded  rooms ;  and  sleeping  under  a 

neral  plethora  has  been  removed.  Tne  heap  of  bed^^lothea :  this  sort  of  heal 

disease  is  certainly  brought  on  by  a  is  a  bad  stimulus  to  the  body.     The 

sudden  rush  of  blood  to  the  head,  when  patient  must  not  sleep  on  a  soft  bed, 

there  is  no  general  plethora  $  this  is  but  on  a  mat  trass,  witb  a  hair  pillow  t 

an  imperfect  theorv,  but  it  admits  of  I  order  this  as  regularly  as  a  purge  in 

very  successful  application  to  practice,  head  cases.     The  fits  recur  in  sleep, 

There  are  interrals  of  vears  in  the  from  the  heat»  and  the  posture,  ami 

recurrence  of  the  fits,  yet  the  disease  il  something  more :  peoi>le  going  to  bed 

not  eradicated ;  it  has  occurred  after  a  in  health  are  seisM  with  a  fit;  and  in  . 

long  intervaL    It  is  thought  likely  to  them  the  subsequent  attacks  are  com* 

cease  at  puberty  when  it  has  begun  mon  in  sleep,    A  Lady»  subject  to  the 

early ;  but  in  many  cases  no  change  disease  in  her  sleep,  got  up  before  the 

oecurs  then.  time  of  its  coming  on,  ana  walked  in 

I  do  not  set  down  every  case  that  is  the  garden,  and  escaped  the  fit;  this 
cured  to  the  remedy  employed.  In  means  is  worth  a  tnal.  In  another 
some  cases,  however,  on  removing  ple>  case  of  convulsions  in  sleeps  a  large 
thora,  the  disease  has  been  abated  or  opiate  ^t  bed*time  was  sucoessfid. 
altogether  removed ;  and  on  the  pa-  The  threatening  of  the  fit  has  also 
tient's  returning  to  former  intemperate  been  stopped  by  assafcetida  and  sol. 
habits,  or  becoming  plethoric,  the  dis*  phuric  etner,  and  by  slight  causes  act- 
ease  has  returned,  A  case  of  a  gen«  ing  on  the  nervous  system,  as  sneexing, 
tleman  who  had  fever  in  the  West  In*  and  by  making  a  patient  start,  and  by 
dies,  and  after  that  the  piles.  The  rousing  his  attention ;  so  also  hysteria 
piles  were  stopped,  and  epilepsy  was  has  been  prevented  by  merely  talking 
induced.  1  tried  for  him  a  cool  spare  of  the  cold  bath, 
diet,  and  open  bowels,  and  the  fits  In  some  cases,  where  the  fit  has  been 
ceased  for  months.  He  then  departed  preceded  by  a  depravation  of  touch, 
from  his  strict  regimen,  and  the  fits  named  aura  epileptica,  which  is  thought 
returned  with  severity,  and  he  got  into  to  arise  from  a  local  disease  of  the 
a  state  of  idiotism.  nerves,  whence  the  irritation  is  propa- 

You  enjoin  a  cool  spare  diet  {   no  gated  to  the  brain,  the  nerve  has  been 

other  fermented  licHior  than  small  beer  divided,  and  the  aura  has  ceased  for  a 

is  to  be  allowed ;  distilkd  spirits  and  time ;  but  it  came  back.     Do  not  de> 

all  fat  meats  are  to  be  strictly  forbid-  stroy  the  part  from  which  the  aura 

den ;  animal  food  is  to  be  used  spar  proceeds,  for  it  does  not  always  follow 

ringly.     The  patient  should  live  on  the  course  of  the  nerve,  and  it  arises 

milk  and  vegetables,  and   vou   must  from  a  morbid  state  of  the  brain  itselt 

limit  the  quantity  to  be  taken.    Re-  For  the  convulsions  in  small  nox,  a 

member  the  cose  of  the  miller,  who  cool  diet  and  opium  is  best;  for  the  ' 
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irritatioii  of  teethinff,  y<m  searifj^  the  at  it  seen  in  intenniUent  feven ;  bat 

gams ;  for  the  disorder  in  the  alimen-  cinchona  is  scarcely  ever  snceessful  in 

tary  canal  in  children,  give  alkalies,  epilepsy. 

absorbents,  and  a  purge  of  calomel ;  Iron  in  any  quantity  or  form  Is  not 
for  epilepsy  from  worms,  the  carbonate  successful  *,  it  is  thought  a  tonic.  I 
of  iron  has  done  good.  I  rely  more  on  hare  used  half  a  drachm  of  the  pred- 
purges  than  on  anthelmintics.  Pulvis  pitated  carbonate  with  valerian,  witfaont 
stanni  is  given  for  the  destruction  of  iNid  effects;  when  given  freely  it  has 
worms ;  and  if  there  is  arsenic  in  it,  as  carried  off  worms,  and  so  has  done 
there  is  sometimes,  it  would  be  fatal  to  good.  Tonics  are  not  to  be  trusted  to. 
the  patient.  I  have  given  an  ounce  of  Arsenic  has  been  given ;  it  was 
tin  nlings  thrice  a  day,  without  a  sen-  thought  a  tonic  by  CuTlen  ;  it  is  not 
sible  operation,  but  a  feeling  of  weight  so.  It  stops  a^e;  how  it  operates  I 
in  the  stomach  was  induced ;  and  at  know  not.  Is  it  by  strengthening  the 
other  times  I  have  seen  yards  of  the  body  P  that  can  be  done  better  by  a  full 
tsnia  come  away,  loaded  with  the  tin  diet  and  exercise.  Areentom  nitratum 
powder.  is  thought  a  tonic,  and  a  cure  for  this 
2.  Epilepsy  does  also  take  place  disease;  how  it  is  thought  so  I  know 
where  there  is  inanition.  Yon  would  not.  I  bare  tried  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
not  tr^  evacuations  and  low  diet  then,  in  a  pill  without  success ;  it  most  be 
but  give  cool  nutritious  diet,  animal  taken  with  caution.  One  natient  came 
food,  and  a  little  wine.  A  patient  sub-  to  take  a  grain  and  a  halt  >iaily ;  then 
je^t  to  asthma,  was  cored  by  abste>  a  violent  diarrhosa  came  on,  the  eflect 
mions  diet ;  he  then  eot  epilepsy,  and  of  the  acrid  stuff  that  was  swallowed ; 
the  poise  was  scarcely  perceptible  be*  the  fits  were  suspended  for  six  months ; 
fore  the  fit  came  on.  It  was  a  case  of  yet  there  was  organic  disease  in  this 
inanition  from  the  means  used  for  the  case,  which  led  to  a  subsequent  loss  of 
care  of  the  asthma.  I  gave  him  a  the  mental  faculties.  The  cuprum  am* 
solid  diet,  with  slight  stimulants  and  moniatum  is  praised ;  a  large  dose  has 
claret;  and  he  took  an  emetic,  and  induced  violent  vomiting  and  purgioF. 
•  Infusum  Armoraces  and  Pilulam  Aloes  Oxydom  zinci  produces  no  effect ;  sul- 
cum  Myrrha,  twice  a  week.  The  fits  phas  Kind  is  a  better  astringent :  I 
became  less  frequent,  and  more  mode-  know  not  that  it  is  good  in  this  dis- 
rate }  he  did  not  always  lose  his  senses,  ease.  Hydrargyrum,  particularly  calo- 
nor  fall  down ;  they  then  ceased  en-  mel,  purges,  and  does  some  good.  In 
tirely.  Here  yon  see  the  effect  of  dif-  the  cure  of  this  disease  no  one  remedy, 
ferent  treatment  in  different  kinds  of  nor  all  of  them  together,  can  be  relied 
convulsion.  on. 

We  have  no  specific  tonics  for  epi-  The  fcetids  are  thought  to 'be  anti- 

lepsy;  but— 1.  Exercise  will  increase  spasmodic,    as   valerian,    assafoetida, 

the  strength,  promote  the  appetite  and  musk,  castor,  camphor.    I  knew  a  dose 

digestion,  ana  a  proper  deposition  of  of  musk,  fifteen  grains,  stop  a  fit  of 

nutritious  matter;  it  must  be  within  asthma;   the  patient  was  tranquil  in 

the  limit  of  fatiguing.     The  action  of  two  minutes.    It  is  safe  ;  you  may  try 

the  muscles  of  the  arms  is  promoted  by  it.    One  patient  took  valenan,  and  th*e 

dumb-shells.     2.  Cool  fresh  air,  the  fits  ceased ;  it  was  omitted,  and  they 

shower   bath,     and    the    cold    bath  returned ;  it  was  given  again  with  the 

strengthen ;  I  should  plunge  in  head  same  success.    Dr.  Fothergill  thought 

foremost,  and  come  out  immediately,  these  medicines  acted,  in  epilepsyTliy 

Washing  the  head   with  cold  water  disordering  the  stomach  ana  impairing 

thrice  a  day  is  good ;  I  never  knew  it  the  appetite.    He  was  a  man  ofgenios 

do  harm*     3.  A  long  sea- voyage  has  and  observation.     I  give  some  credit 

cured  the  habit  that  occasioned  the  to  his  theory. 

disease.    4.  Superstitious  remedies,  in-  Opium  may  do  good  in  some  cases  of 

fluendng  the  mind  with  awe  and  reve-  this  disease ;  it  is  tried  with  success  in 

rence,  have  cured  it ;  as  eating  the  sa-  asthma,  which  is  a  violent  spasmodic 

cred  birds  amon^  Uie  Romans ;  and  disorder,  and  in  hysteria, 

the  vt«cm   querctnuif    mistletoe, — the  ^      ' 

oak  being  an  object  of  great  veneration  ^'*  ••  *'«»«'• 

in  the  Ume  of  the  Druids.    5.  Bitters  The  robust  are  most  liable  to  the 

are  employed ;  they  do  possess  efficacy,  disease.    Warm  climates  dispose  to  i  t ; 
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it  is  more  common  in  the  south  of  medies  moat  be  contiDued,  and  urged 

Europe  than  in  Scotland.  strongly.    Cullen  says,  if  it  arise  from. 

1.  It  is  induced  by  exposure  to  cold,  lesion  of  a  nerve,  you  are  to  cut  off  the 
A  person  in  health  ffoing  to  bed  with  communication  pf  the  part  with  the 
the  window  open,  is  uable  to-be  seized  sensorium.  The  division  of  the  nerve 
with  tonic  spasms;  so  if  the  wind  has  been  tried  without  success.  In  a. 
changes  to  the  north-west,  when  it  be-  case  from  a  blow  on  the  nose,  I  cut 
comes  very  cold.  One  got  drunk,  lay  down  to  the  bone  without  success, 
down  in  his  garden,  was  exposed  to  The  amputation  of  the  wounded  limb 
cold  and  wet ;  a  stiffness  in  his  jaw  has  been  successful.  Caustic  applied 
came  on,  which  was  thought  to  be  to  the  wound,  so  as  to  bring  on  innam- 
rheumatism.  It  proved  to  be  tonic  mation,  has  been  also  successful.  In 
spasm,  and  was  fatal  in  three  days.  It  one  case  I  tried  it,  and  could  not  mnke 
is  thoueht  to  be  endemic  among  the  inflammation..  Oleum  terebinthins 
mountams  in  children,  and  is  named  has  been  poured  into  the  wound,  se- 
trismus  ntuctntium,  I  have  no  faith  in  vere  pain  was  excited,  and  the  symp- 
its  being  endemic.  Some  thought  it  toms  abated.  It  is  worth  a  trial.  Some 
was  from  retention  of  the  meconium ;  applv  opium  to  the  wound  to  prevent 
others  that  it  was  from  lesion  of  a  the  aisease. 

nerve  in  cutting  the  navel-string ;  for       The  cold  affusion  has  been  success- 

when  care  was  taken  to  purge  off  the  ful  in  the  tetanus  from  a  wound.     1 

meconium,  and  when  the  string  was  have  seen  the  symptoms  alleviated  for 

cut  more  carefullv,  and  the  part  dressed  a  time  by  it,  where  1  poured  cold  water 

with  oleum  terebinthinsi  the  disease  on  the  wounded  thumb. 
was  prevented.             .  In  the  other  varieties  of  the  disease, 

2.  Tdnic  spasms  are  induced  also  by  some  give  calomel  to  ptyalisin.  Opium 
irritation  in  the  stomach  and  bowels  in  is  the  most  successful  remedy ;  give  it 
adults,  as  is  seen  in  cholera.  A  pa-  in  large  doses,  but  not  so  as  to  endan- 
tient  also,  in  the  courbe  of  recovery  ger  life.  You  must  give  larger  doses 
from  an  intermittent  in  the  West  In-  than  in  any  other  disease ;  give  it  until 
dies,  got  tonic  spasm  bending  the  body  drowsiness,  or  relief  of  spasm,  is  pro- 
forwards,  from  eating  too  much,  and  a  duced.  One  patient  took  fifteen  hun- 
pine  c^plCf  At  dinner.  dred  grains  in  seventeen  days.    Ten 

3.  Tetanus  sometimes  occurs  after  times  the  usual  dose  has  been  often 
great  operations,  and  also  after  a  slight  given,  with  no  stupor,  no  delirium, 
scratch.  In  one  case,  where  the  tace  consequent  Give  nve  grains  of  the 
was  burnt  with  a  squib,  in  a  few  days  extract,  or,  what  is  better,  a  drachm  of 
the  patient  got  tonic  spasm,  which  be*  the  tincture,  every  hour,  or  every  two 

Esn  in  the  side  of  the  face  that  was  or  three  hours.    Opium  in  clysters  is 

umt.    If  a  wound  of  this  sort  does  not  so  useful  as  wnen  taken  into  the 

not  inflame  and  suppurate,  it  is  thought  stomach.    You  must  use  your  remedies 

a  sign  of  tonic  spasm  cominff  on ;  some-  oy  the  mouth  quickly,  as  the  power  of 

times,  however,  it  has  not  begun  until  swallowing  is  lost  in  a  few  days.    Some 

the  wound  was  healed.     In  the  West  apply  opium  to  the  muscles  first  af- 

Indies,  negroes  are  more  liable  to  the  fected  with  spasm ;  it  might  be  of  use. 

disease  from  this  cause  than  whites.  I  would  not  trust  to  it.     You  may 

A  negro  cut  his  thumb  with  a  broken  moisten  the  plaster  with  the  tincture, 

china-dish ;  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  and  apply  it. 

law  became  stifi^  and  in  half  an  hour  The  bowels  partake  of  the  tonic 
he  was  dead.  After  Admiral  Rodnepr's  spasm,  and  opium  increases  the  cos- 
battle  in  17S2,  of  810  wounded,.  88 died  tiveness.  You  must  relieve  it  by  the 
in  three  months ;  17  of  these  died  in  milder  purges,  as  by  castor  oil,  aloes, 
tetanus.  and  senna. 

It  is  a  most  danfferons  disease ;  and  I  have  little  faith  in  fcstid  antispas- 
that  from  a  wound  is  most  so.  The  roodics ;  but  as  they  are  strongly  re- 
diaphragm  is  affected  in  it.  A  person  commended,  it  is  a  moral  duty  to  give 
had  it  from  a  slight  bum  in  his  face ;  them  a  trial.  Musk  is  safe ;  castor 
for  two  days  he  was  better  by  the  cold  and  camphor  are  little  to  be  relied  on ; 
affusion,  and  large  doses  of  opium;  but  and  petroleum  likewise.  Cinchona  is 
It  recurred,  and  was  fatal.  If  a  cure  is  recommended ;  three  ounces  have  been 
obtained,  it  is  never  sudden ;  the  re-  taken  in  a  day,  in  a  quart  of  Madeira 
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wine.     Wftrm  bathing,  fomentatioDS,  stun,  fell  into  a  fit  of  langhter  and 

and  unctuous  applications,  have  been  crying;  the  maid  serrant  alao  fell  into 

tried.     The  coicl  affusion  has  had  a  laughing,  crying,  convulsions,  and  pro- 

good  eflfect.     See  Dr.  Wright's  cases  found  sopor.     Dr.  Cullen  thought  it 

m  the  London  Medical  Observations,  might  occur  in  men ;  but  genuine  hys. 

Strip  the  patient ;  pour  cold  water  over  teria  belongs  entirely  to  the  Ibmale. 

him ;  wipe  him  dry ;  lay  him  in  bed  y  It  is  thought  to  be  from  sympathy  with 

then  give  a  large  opiate.     The  spasms  the  uterus ;  it  rarely  occurs  before  pu- 

subside,  and  recur  in  a  few  hours ;  then  berty,  and  it  is  seen  after  the  ceesatMMi 

repeat  the  cold  water.     It  is  a  most  of  the  menstrua.     I  have  seen  hystcn- 

powerful  remedy.     Hip^rates  men-  cal  symptoms  after  the  age  of  60,  hot 

tions  It ;  but  it  is  not  noticed  by  Celsus  it  is  rare. 

or  Aretieus.  An  asthmatic  paroxyam  may  oecnr 

On  Chorea,  as  a  sg^mptom  in  hysteria. 

1.  It  is  connected  with  the  state  of  ,  Various  diseases  are  connected  with 
the  gums  sometimes,  at  the  second  den-  it,  as — 1.  Amenorrhosa,  emaaaionis  et 
tition ;  jou  should  examine  the  state  snppressionis.  I  have  often  seen  it  a 
of  the  mouth.  In  one  case  the  young  few  days  after  a  stoppage  of  the  menses. 
teeth  were  cut  down  upon,  and  the  ^^^  fii^  ^mptoms  were  febrile,  pains 
chorea  ceased.  In  another  case  the  of  the  head  and  back,  with  hardness  of 
teeth  were  drawn,  and  he  got  well ;  it  ^^^  pulse,  markine  an  irregular  distri- 
returned,  however,  without  any  affisc-  bntion  of  the  blood ;  and  then  followed 
tion  of  the  mouth.     I  then  tned  the  hysterical  symptoms. 

cold  bath  and  tonics,  and  he  got  per-  2.  It  is  also  connected  with  menor- 

fectly  well.    It  sometimes  ceases  spon-  rhasia  and  loss  of  blood,  where  there 

taneouslv  at  the  second  dentition.    It  has  been  no  plethora.     You  may  ob- 

commonly  ceases  at  the  age  of  puberty,  terve  great  irritation  in  the  nervous 

We  see  little  of  it  in  adults ;  yet  it  will  8y9tem  from  bleeding.     Epilepav  has 

sometimes  continue  fo/r  Uie  whole  of  ^c&  brought  on  by  a  sodden  deple* 

life.  tion  of  the  vascular  system  ;  the  great 

2.  It  arises  also  from  the  state  of  the  debility  from  this  cause  may  occasion 
bowels.     See  Dr.  Hamilton  on  purgn-  hystena. 

tives.  It  is  not  the  particular  mwx-  3.  Disorder  of  the  stomach  and 
cine  taken,  but  the  evacuation  that  bowels,  which  is  attended  with  head- 
does  the  good.  We  are  not  always  ftche,  named  "davis  hystericus.*'  The 
successful  by  this  plan.  Some  get  well  chief  seat  of  the  disease  is  the  alimen- 
by  the  use  of  the  cold  bath ;  in  others  tary  canal ;  it  is  commonly  connected 
it  has  not  succeeded.  It  is  safe  nrac-  with  obstruction  in  the  Dowels,  and 
tice  with  a  tonic  regimen,  as  good  diet  with  dyspepsia.  The  globus  hysteri- 
and  exercise.  eus  seems  to  be  from  spasms  in  the 

canal ;  the  patient  obtains  relief  from 

In  convulsions  with  dry  gangrene,  a  disehaige  of  flatus  from  the  stomach, 
from  bad  diet,  and  old  age,  evacuations  4.  Some  suppose  a  connection  be- 
with  opiates  are  the  remedies.  tween  hysteria  and  lasciviousness ;  this 

cannot  be  oommon,  for  the  disease  is 
On  HyMiena.  brought  on  by  anger,  terror,  pmn,  grief. 

The  sensation  of  a  ball  rolling  to  the  which  must  preclude  lasciviousneaa. 
throat  is  thought  decisive  of  a  case  Never  give  a  hint  of  such  a  kind  in 
being  hysterics!)  yet  hvsteria  occurs  yonr  practice.  If  the  patient  is  nn- 
without  it.  The  convulsions  are  some-  married,  you  may  say,  "  There  is  no 
times  like  those  of  epilepsy,  and  you  danger,  no  objection  to  her  changing 
are  obliged  to  tie  the  patients  down  to    her  state.'' 

the  bed,  qr  to  put  on  the  strait  waist-  Hysteria  is  our  opprobrium,  like 
coat.  There  is  great  weakness  of  the  other  nervous  afiections.  It  is  difficult 
mind,  with  laughing  and  crying,  to  cure,  and  is  apt  to  reeur  i  it  is  not  to 
There  is  generally  some  moral  cause  be  cured  by  medidnes  afene.  It  is 
leading  to  it ;  a  little  emotion  of  the  ag^vated  by  improper  reffimen,  and 
mind  will  bring  on  immoderate  laugh-  by  inactivity  of  the  mind.  The  patients 
ter  or  weeping  alternately ;  in  one  ease  are  apt  to  give  way  to  it ;  they  might 
a  most  violent  tremor  came  on.  It  is  arrest  the  tendency  to  it  by  an  effort  of 
contagious :  a  lady,  on  fallhig  down    the  will.    You  urge  them  not  to  give 
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wav  to  it,  by  awe  or  terror,  as  by  a  rod  which  attaches  to  such  records,  apart 
well  applied,^  or  by  threatening  them  from  any  value  that  they  ma^  claim 
with  disagreeable  remedies.   The  terror  from  novelty  of  communications ;  — 
of  the  shower-bath  has  kept  off  the  fits,  namely,  as  supplying,  or  rather  contrl- 
Thus  we  break  the  habit  of  the  dis-  buting  to,  the  great  stock  of  materials 
ease.      CaUen  directed  bleeding  too  from  which   every   day's  practice   is 
fVeely.    If  von  meet  with  a  young  hys-  drawn.    Nosological  descriptions  sup- 
terical  patient,  I  would  have  you  tiy  ply,  indeed,  the  points  essential  to  the 
bleeding,  but  not  often,  nor  indiscri-  tvpe  of  each  disease,  and  would  be 
minately ;  if  they  live  fully,  and  take  illogical  if  they  travelled  into  non- 
little  exercise^  you  should  resulate  the  essential  matter.    They  are,  in  fiict, 
diet ;  enfcMree  low  living,  and  exercise  diagrams,  and,  as  such,  perform  a  func- 
in  the  open  air ;  regulate  also  the  eos-  tion  on  the  importance  of  which  I  need 
ti ve  state  of  the  bowels  by  calomel  and  not  expatiate :  no  one  can  safely  ad- 
jalap,  and  clysters  of  decootion  of  senna,  vance  mto  practice,  or  even  use  his  own 
I  would  rather  trust  to  Dr.  Hamilton's  experience,  without  risk,  unless  thus 
purgative  plan  than  to  other  medicines,  instructed.    But,  after  all,  it  is  from  in- 
Some  physicians  give  wine,  and  resort  dividualtsed  cases  of  his  own,  or  others, 
to  a  free  use  of  opium ;  the  patients  that  he  immediately  obtains  those  ana- 
get  worse  and  worse  firom  sucn  treat-  logiei  from  which  he  must  act  at  the 
ment.    In  one  case,  in  which  the  prao-  bed-side ;  and  that  man  cateri$  narihuM 
titioner  said,  "  Ply  her  well  with  port  is  the  best  i»actitioner,  who,  naving 
and  laudanum,"  the  patient  was  brought  been  enlightened  by  a  just  nosology, 
to  imbecility,  and  almost  to  mental  de-  can  brin^ .  to  bear  the  largest  number 
rangement.    Ether,  which  is  a  strong  of  remembered  facts.    Hence  the  value 
brandy,  may  counteract  the  tendency  of  a  record  of  cases  ^  about  the  novelty 
to  snasms ;  yet  the  transient  relief  is  of  which,  by  the  way,  we  need  not  be 
too  aearly  purchased.    Ftetids,  as  assa-  anxious,  if  we  give  them  honestly,  for 
fcstida  and  valerian,  are  used  from  their  no  two  cases  ever  were  alike, 
sensible  qualities,  and  a  curious  notion       lisdy  H.,  aged  54,  of  a  full  and  flaccid 
respecting  the  uterus.    Burnt  feathers  person,  long  subiect  to  hvsterical  aifeo- 
used  to  be  held  to  the  nostrils ;  it  often  tions,  was  attacked  by  ngors,  soreness 
affected  the  nervous  system.     Tonics  of  throat,  and  extreme  general  uneasi- 
have  been  given,  to  lessen  the  irritabi-  ness,  on  the  7th  of  Februaiy,  1841 .  She 
lity  of  the  constitution.    All  tonic  drugs  had  been  attended  by  a  judicious  ge- 
are  ineffectual.     I  trust  to  well-ma-  neral  practitioner  to  the  lOtb,  on  the 
naeed  diet  and  exercise,  cold  bathing  evening  of  which  day  I  s^w  her  with 
and  the  shower-bath,  and  being  much  him  at  nine. 

in  the  open  air ;  this  strengthens,  and       The  pulse  and  temperature  of  the 

lessens  irritability.    One  patient,  who  skin  were  low  \    the  tongue  dry  and 

was  thought  unable  to  sit  on  horse-  brown  i  the  tonsils  of  a  purplish  hue, 

baek,  was  put  on  a  horse  while  in  hys-  slightly  enlar^d,  with  some  coagulable 

terlcs.     I  said,  *'You  may  fall  off  if  Ipaph  on  their  surfaces  i  the  face  pal- 

you  please ;  but  you  shall  ride  f '  and  hd  and  sunken.    I  observed  a  slight 

she  was  much  beneiited.  redness  on  the  arms  and  ohest-^so  slight 

Occupying  the  mind  is  good ;  more  that  it  seems  never  before  to  have  at- 
women  get  hysteria  by  keeping  in  a  tracted attentioni  still  its  character  ap- 
hospital  than  are  cured  there.  peered  to  both  of  us  decisive  on  carej^i 

In  a  case  of  hysterical  spasm  in  the    examination.    I  learnt  that  the  bowels 

throat,  I  tried  electricity  with  advan-    had  been  acted  upon  by  several  ape- 

tage.  rient  doses,  and  that  eight  grains  of 

(ToiMcontiiiiied.]  oalomel  had  been  given.    If  we  had 

RECORD  OP  CASKS,  ""f  P«»f<^f««d  evidence  of  the  pr^ence 

«vjs.^/vfSM#  w*  v^oo.  ^f  scarlatina,  we  should  still  at  that 

Br  Tboiias  Mayo,  M.D.  F.R.S.'  period  have  considered  the  patient  in 

Fhyilckn  to  the  Infirmary  of  St.  Murytebone.       great  danger.      Her   consciousness,    I 

{Fv  the  Xaiwfom  Medical  GaietieJ  ?^"ld  ohsenre,  was  then  unimpaired ; 

she  had  been  occasionally  delirious. 

At  the  commencem^t  of  this  record  of    Sinimisms  were  directed  by  us,  the  de- 
cases  I  have  pointed  out  an  expediency    coction  of  cinch>>na,  with  the  sesquiear- 
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bonate  of  ammonia,  and  other  cordials,        Half-paat5,  p.m.— Urine  and  motioDt 

freely  given  during  the  ni^ht,  and  at  pass  unnoticed,  but  in  moderate  quas- 

an  early  period  of  the  morning  we  had  tides.   His  mind  wanders  ccKitinoaUT : 

the  advantaj?e  of  Dr.  Latham's  advice  some  pale  distinct  spots  on  the  cheiKt. 

in  favour  of  this  system.    But  the  pa-  The  tongue,  which  nad  been  dry  and 

ticnt  sunk  rapidly,  and  the  case  termi-  brownish  in  the  morning,  mb  moister: 

nated  by  half-past  12  p.m.;  not  the  tenacious    mucus    hangs    about    the 

sh^htest  reaction  having  taken  place.  fauces.    The  pulse  is  soft  and  regular. 

No  autopsy  was  permitted.  not  weak;   1^   in  number.     Carotid 

On  the  21st  of  March,  more  than  live  action,  which  had  been  considerable  in 

weeks  after  this  event,  in  the  same  the  morning,  is  diminished.     He  nov 

house,  a  son  of  Lady  H.,  a  fine,  well-  refuses  medicine,  and  rejects  the  broth 

grown  florid  boy,  a^ed  7,  having  been  from  his  stomach  mixed  with    green 

up  to  that  day  in  his  ordinary  state  of  bile. 

good  health,  was  attacked,  towards  the        At  about  7  o'clock  p.m.  he  became 

evening,  with  rigors,  vomiting,  and  fe-  cold  and  pallid,  and  bis  inspirations 

veri&hness.    He  was  seen  by  a  general  frequent  and  hunied.    By  1  f  o'clock 

gractitioner  the  next  day,  who  gave  on  the  same  night  he  was  dead, 
im,  at  3  o'clock,  p.m. —  Applying  my  ear  to  his  chest,  about 

Hydrarg.  Chlorid.  gn.  ij. ;  Pulv.  Jscobi,  half  an  hour  before  this  event,  I  fonnd 

gm.  iij. ;  and  at  5  p.m.  a  solution  of  the  respiration  perfectly  vesicolar,  and 

MagnesiK  Sulphas  in  Infos.  SennnCo.  the  action  of  the  heart  normal,  though 

About  this  time  1  saw  him.    His  ^^^  frequent. 

F'^^'^n^'lli^^i,'^  ^l^  ^°^-  "^'^^Ji  !!•■        Po#Miiarfem,-Sinuse8  of  the  brain 
Face  flushed ,  hn  head  aching,  and  his  ^„    -^  ^^^^  y^^^    effusion  of  se- 

forehead  heavy    vphe  bowels,  T  learnt,  ^^^  ^^f^^^^   ^  ^^^   ^^    ^^„j^ 

had  notbecn  relieved  the  nrevious  day;  anichnoidea  ;   pia  mater  gorged  with 

a  clayey  motion  occurred  while  I  was  ^^^^  j^  every  part?  numeroiS  bloody 
m  the  house.    The  character  of  his        .^^^  observedin  cutting  through  iht 

then  symptoms  was  that  of  common  ^^^^^^^^  of  the  brain,  which  was  of 

bilious  obstruction,  with  constipation  ^^^^^^  consistency ;  left  ventricle  veiy 

and  pyrexia,  except  that   there  was  j^^^  ^^  ^^^^ .   ^^[  ^jq^  ^^  ^^e  righ( 

fulness  and  redness  of   tonsils,  with  ^y^^^y^  probably  arose  from  the  deplni 

coagulable  lymph  on  portions  of  them  ^  ^^j^n  of  the  left  side  while  Snder 

At  8  o  clock,  p.m.  I  saw  the  patient  examination, 
again  with  the   general  practitioner.        y  .^^^^  ^^  abdomen  and  thorax  nor- 

^^"^Z*?!?  ^J  ^A^  ^"^Ia-.^^V"  r?^  rnnl,  except  an  effusion  of  abont  half 

sided ;  the  head,  according  to  the  little  ^^  J„„^g  j^  ^^e  pericardium,  and  some 

patient,  was  comfortable  j    some   an-  concentric  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ircn- 

pearance  of  ulceration  of  the  tonsils,  ^^le 

and  a  few  small  spots  on  the  chest,        These  two  formidable  cases  were  fetal 

but  nothing  either  there  or  on  the  fece  ^j^j^  ^^^  ^j^^  rapidity  of  an  intense  mor- 

amounting  toincipientscarlatina.    The  bid  poison.    In  thkt  of  Lady   H.  the 

bowels  had  acted  three  timee.  and  m  fatal  tendency  of  the  disorder  was  ma- 

the  latter  motion  there  was  good  bile  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  \^^^  ^^^^^^  hours  before 

The  pulse  was  quick,  less  fulf;  heat  of  ^^^^y^     g^^  j^  jg  ^  remarkable  fact, 

skm  correct.    The  mmd  was  disposed  ^^at  a  practitioner,  whose  name  would 

to  wander.  y^  ^  suflicient  guarantee  of  his  experi- 

Emplast.  Lyttas  applicctur  Nuchas.  ence  and  talent,  saw  the  little  boy  not 

p.  Mist.  Camph.  5j.  ;    Potaasas  Bicarb,  more  than  three  hours  before  his  death. 

grs.  X. ;  Ammonl«  Scsquicarb.  gra.v.;  /^eing  accidentally  called  in  through 

ex  Suc.Lunon.  coch.parv.tij.  4ti8.hons.  ^^^  anxiety  of  the  parent),  and  gave 

22d,  10  A.M.— Very  incoherent  dur-  then  a  decidedly  favourable  prognosis 

ing  the  past  night.  Motions  had  passed  of  that  case. 

unnoticed  by  him,  though  awake  at        After  the  death  of  Lady  H.,  ample 

the  time ;  and  though  the  blister  has  means  were  taken,  by  cleaniug,  and 

arisen,  he  lies  upon  it  without  any  com-  chloride  of  lime,  and  removal  of  linen, 

plaint  of  it    No  eruption;  throat  more  to  purify  the  house,  itself  airy,  and 

ulcerated ;  urine  plentiful.  situated  near  Hyde  Park.    The  child 

Perstet.    Let  ■trongbeef-teabe  given  freely,  staid  in  the  house  with  the  rest  of  the 
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family,  and  sickened  on  the  38th  day  the  arm  confined  to  the  side,  and  pro- 
from  nis  mover's  death.  perlv  supported  in  a   sling   for   six 

The  progress  of  these  two  cases  is    weeks.    The  patient  can  now  move  it 
unsatisfactory  in  respect  to  treatment,    veiy  well  without  displacing  it. 
One  point  certainly   deserves  notice,        There  can  be  little  doubt  here  that 
that  very  active  measures  were  in  each    the  dislocation  arose  from   muscular 
case  taken  to  relieve  the  disorder  by    action. 

operating  on  the  primee  vis.  Did  these  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  tran- 
measures  lessen  or  improve  the  chance  scribing  the  following  case  from  the 
of  the  exanthema  coming  forward  ?  Provincial  Medical  Journal,  as  bearing 

.  This  activity  of  purgation  was  carried  some  resemblance  to  the  above, 
out  more  strongly  in  the  case  of  the  '*  Richard  M.,  cet  31,  a  gamekeeper, 
mother  than  of  the  son,  and  her  pros-  A  few  days  ago,  whilst  hunting  and  de- 
tration  of  streneth  was  extreme.  Yet  stroying  rabbits,  he  pursued  an  unfor- 
the  duration  of  the  latter  case  was  tunate  one  to  his  burrow,  which  latter 
even  shorter  than  that  of  the  first.  took  a  nearly  horizontal  course  into  a 

[To  be  continued.]  thick  fence.    Having  a  long  arm,  he 

conceived  the  possibility  of  reaching 

ACCIDENT  ^^c   animal  at  the  extremity  of   its 

TO  THB  recess,  and  being  just  able  to  touch  it 

SHOULDER. JOINT,  ^^h  his  fingers,  he  made  a  strong 

effort  to  force  the  arm  deeper,  and,  as  a 
consequence  of  this  violent  straining, 
the  head  slipped  out  into  the  axilla, 
and  he  was  ooliged  to  relinquish  his 
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7b  the  Editor  qftke  Medical  Gazette.        grasp." 
Sir, 


The  foUowing  cases*,  which  I  have  HEMORRHOID  NEEDLE. 

latelv  seen,  are  at  your  service,  if  yon 

think   them   likely  to   interest   your  """ 

readers.— I  am,  sir,  To  the  Editor  qf  the  Medical  Qaxette. 

Your  obedient  servant,  o 

J.  Collier,  M.R.C.S.  ®*"' 

Bivckiey,  April  a,  1846.  }  BEo  leave  to  forward  to  you  a  draw- 

€%nv.     lojK       u'l  ing  of  an  instrument  which  I  have  re- 

Miss   A.,   Jan.  26th,    1845,   whilst  cently  invented   for   the  purpose  of 
crossing  her  bed-Toom  in  a  huwy,  en-  applying  ligatures  to  small  tumors  of 
deavounng  to  save  herself  from  falling,  the  vagina  and  of  the  rectum, 
instantly  put  out  the  left  arm  at  full  This  instrument  will  be  found  par- 
length  to  hold  by  the  bed-post.  ticularly  adapted  for  the  removal  of 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  exten-  haemorrhoids.      It   not    unfrcqnently 

sion  of  the  whole  limb  immediately  happens  in  these  afifections  that  consi- 

caused  the  head  of  the  humerus  to  slip  deiable   difficulty   is   exp(*rienced   in 

from  its  proper  place,  leaving  a  slight  getting  the  ligalure  to  remain  close 

depression  below  the  acromion,  giving  around  the  base  of  the  tumor,  and  sun- 

the  shoulder  a  sunken  appearance.  She  djy  attempts  are  made  ere  the  operator 

could,  by  moving  the  arm  about,  her-  succeeds.    This  is  peculiarly  the  case 

self  replaccit  in  the  glenoid  cavity,  and  ^hen  the  tumors  are  not  very  promt* 

as  easily  dispUceit ;  the  act  not  being  nent,  their  bases  broad,  and  a  number 

attended  with  pmtn.  of  them  are  situated  close   to   each 

This  smgular  case  was  also  seen  by  other. 
Dr.  Robertson,  of  Northampton,  a  few  The  ordinary  mode  of  proceeding  in 
hours  after,  who  at  that  time  was  at-  guch  cases  is  to  pass  the  ligature 
tending  another  part  of  the  family :  he  around  the  tumor,  with  the  right  and 
expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  left  index  fingers,  either  aided  bv  a 
patient's  ajgihty  m  oscillating  the  joint,  tenaculum  or  not,  as  the  operator  may 
never  having  seen  or  heard  of  a  similar  deem  expedient :  with  the  ntmost  pre- 
case.  A  figure-of-8  bandage  was  used,  caution  it  sometimes  occurs  that  our 
endeavonrs  to  complete  the  operation 

jorn.yi^'do"^Tnd°'l„"g?^S;?'^Vil5  «eembarr«edbythe«m.tant.lip. 

oat<i(rtheoniiii«iyw«r.-ED.OAt  piDg  of  the  bgature  j  or,  what  w  suu 


nMnmeat,  ibawlu        _ 

U,  CoDtuiititloo  offvon.    ^  Exllimamqian  paiatDf  InMnunemt. 

wone,  the  opentjon  may  prove  aiuno-  order  that  the  groove  may  be  brought 

ccssful,  from  the  liKature  embracing  a  to  bear  npon  its  base,  be  givea  it  to  an 

portion  oalj  of  the  luemorrfaoid.  assistant  to  hold,  direoting  him  to  keep 

SuchacadentBaMlMalikelflooecur  a  steady  and  firm  pmaure  downwaria 

when  thehsmorrtioidneedlauresarted  and  outwards:  the  operation   is  tbra 

to,  fbrit  enablestheoperatoTwitfagTeat  completed  in  tbe  ordinary  way;   tfar 

fiurilit^  to  keen  the  silk  in  close  coo-  ligaiare   as  it  is  tied  reteaatog   iadf 

tact  with  the  base  of  the  tnmor,  and  Avtn  tbe  groora  of  tbe  nccdiv. 

when  two  or  three  are  dose  tofether,  A   mo^ficatian  of  the  niBe  !■■*>*• 

and  are  situated  high  ap  the  rectum,  ment  nrighl,  I  think,  be  ■i^rsiil^traidy 

tbe  ligature  ia  readily  puaed  between  resorted  to  fbr  the  retaoral  of  polypi 

them.  and  other  tumort  of  tfae  ntertM.* 

As  seen  fay  tbe  drawing,  the  mstni*  Yo«r  obedinit  tervwit, 

ment  ia  of  very  simple  ooBstroction,  G.  B^aLara  Cbilb^ 

■nd  in  shape  is  somewhat  similar  to  s  *"■"■  to  •*•  O*  »ik«  nn*. 

batton-hoiik  j  oo  its  under  snrfaoe  is  a    

grove  for  the  reoeption  of  tbe  silk,  CA8B  OF  L&BOUB,   COMFUCATKD 

which  latter  must  be  waU  waxed  before  WITH  RBCTO-TAOQUL  HBRMUk. 

it  is  used;  at  each  extcemitjp  is  a  slit  Bt  PaoFaaMB  Maioa. 

or  notch  for  iha  pupoae  of  nipping  the 

silk  and  retaioing  it  in  its  proper  «tn- 

ation.  mother  of  £ur  children,  i_  _. 

The  operator  csniea  the  needle,  pr*-  were  born  by  eaaynatniml  labouim,  and 

viously  threaded,  behind   the  tumor,  .  ^j^  „,g^  ,,  g,^,  h.  ft^  j^,             ^ 

and,  with  tbe  hatidle  lightly  niKd,  in  w<m  amithAtfd.                     ' 
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oneoftheminalaboorofonly  twohoarBt  this  good  foriune  to  the  patient,  and 

was  seised  with  the  parturient  pains  at  exhorted  her  not  to  bear  down  at  all 

half-past   eleven   o  clock   last   night,  with  the  approaching  pain  lest  the  sat 

She  was  at  full  term,  and  in  good  should  again  prolapse.    The  pain  that 

health,  save  that  she  had  complained  ensued     Drought    the    head    nearly 

much  of  an  unusual  pain  in  the  right  through  the  superior  strait,  and  par-' 

side  of  the  abdomen,  and  particularly  tially  rotated  the  vertex.    The  second 

in  the  right  iliac  region.  pain  rotated  the  head  and  propelled  it 

Her,  phvsician,  Dr.  Bicknell,   was  on  the  perineum;   the  third  brought 

called  to  the  charge  of  the  case : — Dr.  the  vertex  considerably  beyond  the 

B.  discovered  a  tumor  occupying  the  pubic  arch,  and  the   fourth  expelled 

cavity  of  the  pelvis,  which  impeded  a  very  large  and  healthy  child ;  after 

the  progress  of  the  labour.    The  wo-  which  the  placenta  came  off  in  a  few 

man's  pains  were  frequent  and  violent,  minutes. 

and  attended  with  the  most  excessive  I   look   upon  this   as  a  very  inte- 

tenesmic  effort  at  bearing  down.    Dr.  resting  case  i    not  merelv  on  account 

B.  invited  me  to  see  the  patient,  and  I  of  the  rareness  of  vaginal  enterocele  in 

arrived  at  two  o'clock,  p.m.,  at  her  house  the  pregnant  female,  but  as  exhibiting 

in  West  Philadelphia.  the  power  of  such   a  tumor  to  sus* 

The  external  parts  were  in  a  relaxed  pend  and  impede  the  progress  of  a 

state.    The  index  finger  used  in  touch-  labour  in  all  ouier  regard  natural  and 

ing  was  pressed  towards  the  symphysis  healthy. 

puois,  by  the  tumor,  which  seemed  1  presume,  as  so  many  hours  had 

nearly  to  fill  up  the  pelvic  cavity,  and  already  elapsed  in  vain  and  exhaust- 

effectually  to   debar   the   head  even  ing  el^rts  by  a  strong  woman,  that 

from  engaging  in  the  superior  strait,  there  was  reason  to  fear  a  dangerous 

though  the  labour  had  continued  al^  stransulation  or  contusion  of  the  dis* 

ready  14i  hours,  in  the  case  of  awo^  placed  bowel  j   and  that  it  was  fortu- 

man   who  in  all  other  labours  was  nate  for  the  patient  that  the  intestine 

occupied  but  two  hours  with  the  whole  could  be  returned  above  the  plane  of 

process.  the  strait.    The  rapidity  with  which 

I  could  just  conveniently  touch  the  the  head  passed  through  the  whole  pel- 
presenting  part  of  the  head,  which  vis  and  the  soft  parts,  as  soon  as  the 
was  in  the  4th  position  of  the  vertex  obstruction  was  removed,  showed  con- 

Eresentation.  The  os  uteri  fully  di-  plusively  that  the  vaginal  enterocele 
tted.  was  the  cause  of  her  distress.  As  I 
The  tumor  was  compressible.  I  have  never  met  with  such  a  case  he- 
touched  by  the  rectum,  and  so  disco-  fore,  I  thought  that  the  publication  of 
vered  that  the  tumour  was  in  the  peri-  it  might  prove  useful  to  some  of  the 
toneal  cul  de  sac  betwixt  the  rectum  younger  of  your  readers,  should  one  of 
apd  vagina,  but  distending  that  cul  them  happen  to  meet  hereafter  with  a 
de  sac  enormously.  The  diagnosis  could  similar  instance  of  difficulty.* 

be  nothing  else,  considering  the  soft-    ,.  ,  .  ■ 

ness  of  the  swelling,  than  a  vaginal  XnAX<YSES  anp  NOTICES  or  BOOKS. 

enterocele,  which  I  immediately  pro-  

ceeded  to  reduce.  '*  L'aateur  m  tue  &  aUonger  ce  qw  le  lecteor  s« 

The  woman  was  placed  on  her  left  tue  i  •brtger/i^'ALBiiBBmT. 

^}^^'a  '^u^  a""^  drawn  up.^    I  intro-  OAf#rvaltWo»  M# Growth mndlrrtau^ 

duced  the   fingers  of  the  lyht  hand  Uritiei  of  Ckikdren' •  Toetk.    By>V. 

into  the  passage,  and  piesseifthe  ends  h.    MoRTiMsa,    8uigeon    Deitist 

of  them  against  the  lower  part  of  the  Lo„aon,  1845.     8vo.  pp.  130.     2A 

tumor.    By  keeping  up  the  pressnre  a  edition 

short  time,  during  which  I  repeatedly  -,       ^.  \    #.i.       sx.     •        1.1  •  u* 

exhorted  the  wonSn  to  be  passive,  and  I?^  ?>Jf  ^*  ""^  *^^  ^*^'  in jpublfflhing 

not  to  bear  down  at  all,  I^uld  bause  ^^^  **"}«  ^^^"'"^t  is,  according  to  his 

the  whole  mass  of  the  swelUng  to  rise  <>^  statement,  to  lay  down  Af  ed  "lies 

up  towards  the  back  part  of  the  supe-  respecting  tibe  management  of  the  teeth, 

ribr  strait    As  the  liiass  ascended,Tt  I'V   w^w^  P«ente  may  judge   for 

grew  smaller,  until,  on  a  sudden,  the  themselves  in  the  absence  of  a  compe^ 

whole  tumor  slipped  beyond  the  i^ach  tent  person ;"  and  it  is  also  his  design 

of  the  hand,  and  waslost.  I  announced  «  ndlsdelpbte  Medaod  Kuuninor. 
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that  it  should  serve  "  as  a  guide  or  re-  artificial  means :  and  he  is  evidentlf 

ference,  when  any  douht  exists  as  to  looking  forward  to  the  appearance  of 

the  capabilities  of  those  within  reach."  *'ii  Newton/'  in  Dental  Surgery  (!)  to 

It  will  therefore  be  inferred  that  the  explain  the  anomalies  observed    with 

work  has  more  of  a  popular  than  of  a  respect  to  the  dropping  oat  and  decay 

grofessional  character.     His  intention,  of  the  teeth, 
owever,  has  not  been  to  make  "  every  .  Gold  cannot  be  often  osed'aia  a  stop- 
person  his  own  dentist ;"  but  to  cause  ping  in  the  milk-teeth,  since  they  will 
parents  to  attend  more  than 'they  are  not  bear  the  pressure  required*     The 
commonly  in  the  habit  of  doine,  to  the  author's  plan  is  to  use  an   amalgam 
effects  of  dentition  on  the  health  of  the  composed  of  powdered  silver  five  parts, 
child,  and  to  ensure  by  very  simple  and  mercury  one    part;    the  surplus 
precautions,  the  growth  of  a  sound  and  mercury  being  mechanii^Iy  separated, 
regular  set  of  teeth.  This,  according   to    him,  is   what  is 
In  respect  to  lancing  the  gumF,  the  commonly  advertised  as  the  "  mineral 
author  recommends  that  this  operation  succedaneum."  Another  stopping  which 
should  be  performed  only   when  the  he  recommends  is  a  compound  of  five 
tooth  is  so  near  the  surface,  that  it  is  parts  of  bismuth,  melted  with   three 
impossible  for  the  cicatrix  to  reclose  partsof  tin,  to  which  one-twentieth  part 
over  it.  p.  25.    He  seems  to  consider  of  mercury  is  to  be  afterwards  added, 
that  the  production  of  a  cicatrix  offers  The  cavity  of  the  tooth  being   tho- 
much  greater  obstacle  to  the  protrusion  roughly  dried,  some  pellets  of  this  com- 
of  the  teeth  than  the  hard  gum  itself,  pound  are  dropped  into  it,  and  they  may 
He  therefore  considers  the  operation  be  melted  into  a  solid  mass  by  a  blnnt- 
worse  than  useless    when  performed  pointed   steel   instrument    heated    to 
early.    With  regard  to  his  reason  for  about  160®.  p.  38.    The  sole  object  of 
its  non-performance,  namely,  the  pro-  this  operation  is  to  keep  the  tooth  in 
duction  of  *'  a  cicatrix,"  we  remember  until  the  jaw  has  had  sufficient  time  to 
being  taught  that  a  cicatrix  was  a  expand ;  for  the  early  removal  of  one 
newly  formed  part,  and  being  therefore  of  the  first  set  induces  the  speedy  ap- 
endowed  with  less  vitality  than  the  pearance  of  one  of  the  permanent  teetn, 
contiguous  structure8,it  was  more  easily  and  irregularity  is  the  consequence, 
removed  by  absorption.    Some  dentists        As  the  stopping  of  the  tooth  is  in- 
appear  to  regard  these  cicatrices  of  the  tended  to  be  only  temporarv,  we  do  not 

turns  in  the  same  light  as  hard  and  see  why  Dr.  Rolf's  ingenious  sugges- 

nottedcicatricesof  the  skin,  of  twenty  tion  should  not  be  adopted: — tV  e.  a 

or  thirty  years'  standing.    The  author  small  pellet  of  caoutchouc  is   to  be 

differs  in    opinion   from    Dr.  Combe  softened  by  heating  it  on  the  end  of  a 

respecting  the  time  at  which  animal  wire,  and  it  may  then  be  introdooed 

food   should    be  ^ven  to  an  infant,  into  the  previously  cleaned  and  dried 

Dr.  Combe  appears  inclined  to  postpone  cavity  of  the  tooth.     This  is  said  to 

a  full  animal  diet  until  the  permanent  have  proved  an  excellent  remedy  for 

teeth  have  appeared.|TheautnorthinkSy  tooth-ache  even  in  adults,  and  it  has 

and  most  persons  will  agree  with  him,  the  advantage  of  being  easily  applied 

that  the  appearance  of  me  first  set  of  without  the  aid  of  a  dentist, 
teeth  indicates  that  the  use  of  the  ani-       The   milk-teeth  should  not  be  ie- 

mal  food  may  be  properly  commenced,  moved  until  quite  loose,  and  then  in 

•    The  milk-teeth  are  very  apt  to  decay,  pairs,  in  order  to  preserve  regahuity  of 

which  the  author  ascribes  to  want  of  mwth  in  those  which  follow  them : 

cleanliness,  and  which  is  no  doubt  a  but  they  must  be  at  once  removed,  whe- 

very  common  cause  of  decay  in  chil-  ther  loose  or  not,  when  any  of  the 

dren  and  adults.    These  teeth  should  second  set  appear,  either  on  the  inside 

on  no  account  be  removed,— their  re-  or  outside  of  them.    Again,  it  is  pro- 

moval  should  at  any  rate  be  delayed  as  perly  recommended  that  the  adjoining 

long  as  possible  *,  "  for  if  extracted  be-  teeth  should  not  be  taken  out  untu 

fore  the  other  teeth  are  ready  to  supply  those    already  removed  are    replaced 

their  places,  the  contour  of  the  jaw  be-  p.  46.    Inattention  to  this  point  pm- 

comes  smaller,  and  there  is  not  then  duces  great  irregularity, 
sufficient  room  for  all  the  second  teeth."        The  following  remarks  are  of  prac- 

p.  37.    He  recommends  that  the  decay,  tical  importance,  and  may  be  new  to 

if  commenced,  should  be  arrested  by  some  of  our  readers : — 
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^  At  about  six,  the  firat  teeth  of  the  gation  P).    And  even  if  there  were,  I 

second  set  begin  to  appear  ^  they  are  irmly  believe  that  roeemerism  could 

large  double-teeth,  and  are  situated  be-  and  would  only  affect  the  few  whose 

hind  the  last  milk-teeth  at  each  eztre-  nervous  systems  were  in  the  morbid 

inity  of  the   upper   and  lower   jaw.  condition  necessary  to  receive  its  influ- 

When  these  teetn  are  perfectly  formed,  ence.    On  the  healthy  and  vigorous 

they  serve,  being  placed  one  over  the  mind^  it  will  fiul  toprodace  any  of  its 

other,  as  a  support  to  the  sum  while  all  mystic  effects."  p.  92. 

the  first  set  are  changea.     «     •     "»  Before  mesmerism  was  resuscitated. 

These  teeth,  from  the  early  age  at  which  as  it  has  been  within  the  last  few  years, 

they  appear,  and  from  want  of  atten-  we  remember  witnessing  the  operation 

tion  to  cleanliness,  almost  always  decay  for  the  removal  of  the  breast  in  a  wo- 

in  early  life,  and  very   often  shortly  man,  who  evinced  no  other  signs  of 

after  they  have  made  their  appearance,  sufiering  during  its  continuance  than 

During  the  process  of  dentition,  no  that  of  a  slight  tremor.    It  is  strange 

attention  is  pida  to  them,  under  the  that  some  men  will  now  resort  to  such 

supposition  that  they  are  milk-teeth,  absurd  hypotheses  in  order  to  explain 

and  that  consequently  they  will  be  these  well-known  facts, 

changed;  if  therefore  the^  decay,  no  The  author  rejects  the  Ehrenbergian 

notice  is  taken  of  them  until  they  give  notion  of  the  tartar  of  the  teeth  con-> 

pain,  when  the  child  is  taken  to  the  sisting  of  minute  geological  deposits  of 

dentist  to  have  them  extracted."  p.  39.  animalcula,  but  he  at  the  same  time 

The  author  advises  that  they  snould  admits  that  they  exist  in  everything!-— 

be  stopped  so  soon  as  caries  appears,  a  conclusion  to  which  present  micro- 

and  further  remarks,  that  *'  out  ofevery  scopical  researches  appear  to  be  daily 

hundred  children  that  are  broueht  to  tending. 

me,  of  more  than  eleven  years  Mage,  On  tooth-powders  the  author  is  vague, 

at  least  ninety  have  some  of  these  teeth  contenting  nimself  with  laying  down 

in  a  decayed  state,  and  ninety-five  out  rules  for  what  ousht  not  to  be  used ; 

of  one  hundred  adults  have  lost  one  or  nevertheless,  he  toinks  them  as  neees* 

more  of  them,  whereas,  had  they  been  sary  to  the  proper  « cleansing  of  the 

properly  attended  to,  they  might  in  all  teeth  as  soap  is  to  the  cleansing  of  the 

proiNibility  have  beensaved."  p  41.  We  hands.     Probably  tooth-powders   are 

oelieve  that  there  is  some  truth  in  these  required,  owing  to  the  present  degene- 

observations,  and  that  manv  persons  rate  state  of  uie  human  race  $  for  he 

whenyounghave  lost  their  teeth  through  observes,  *'in  all  the  jaws  that  I  have 

the  ignorance  of  those  whom  their  pa-  ever  seen  of  a  very  remote  period,  some 

rents    consulted.      Miss   Martineau's  more  than  two  thousand  years  old,  the 

ease  has  lately  given  a  fresh  impulse  teeth  have  invariably  appeared  heal  thv." 

to  mesmerism,  and  we  shall  prooabl^  p.  107.    He  is  evidently  here  alluding 

hear  further  of  the  application  of  this  to  the  jaws  of  the  Shepherd  kings — tiie 

piece  of  charlatanry  to  the  operation  Amenophs  and  Rameses  of  the  olden 

for  the  extraction  of  teeth.    Our  author  time— to  whom  probably  tooth-powders 

remarks  on  this  subject:^  (certainly  such  as  are  now  used)  were 

''To  those  experiments  that  have  unknown. 
been  recorded  rejecting  the  removal  Having  thus  given  an  analysis  of  the 
of  teeth  during  the  mesmeric  trance,  eontaits  of  this  little  book,  we  cannot 
withont  the  knowledge  of  the  patient,  close  our  notice  without  pointing  out 
and  based  upon  the  evidence  of  their  what  we  consider  to  be  blemishes.  The 
not  showing  any  outward  sign  of  pain,  style  is  rather  too  easy,  and  somewhat 
I  attach  but  little  weight.  There  are  approaches  that  of  certain  American 
too  many  instances  on  record  whieh  writers.  Thus,  at  p.  78,  in  reference 
prove  the  amount  of  physical  suffer*  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  a 
ings  that  the  body  can  endure  without  "  Children's  Dental  Club,"  as  we  inter- 
any  outward  demonstration  of  pain,  to  pret  it,  the  author  speaks  of  admitting 
attach  much  importance  to  such  a  nis  little  annual  subscribers  "at  a  low 
proof  (an  assumption  ?).  Until,  there-  fiffure;"  and  he  recommends  snch 
tore,  something  more  clearly  demonstra-  cmbs  to  the  public  generally  for  "  two 
tive  is  brought  forward,  I  must  incline  great  desiderata  most  sougnt  after— 
to  believe  mat  there  is  not  sufficient  security  and  economy."  This  appears 
evidence  to  establish  the  fact  (the  alle-  to  be  too  much  like  a  shopkeeper's 

907.— xxzv.  3  L 
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eipedally  wh^n,  just  memorial  from  the  HerefiMd  'Asaocia- 

before,  he  speiiu  of  •«  the  result  having  tlon  (p.  941),  signed  l^a  namber  of 

always  proved  very  satisfectory  (to  the  respectable  practitioners,  whose  diplo- 

patient  or  the  dentist?)  as  very  few  *^,        :,  ^    r        i«7(w*««i. 

^gulahties  [of  the  teeth?]  haveoc-  mas  bear  date  frogi  1796-  tp  the  year 

enned  in  such  cases."    Again,  at  p.  1S43.     A  cepy  of  a  pc^>^^  ^  the 

120,  we  find  the  following  passage  m  House  of  Commons,  embodying  mmilar 

reference  to  artificial  teeth :  "The  best  yesoluttcms,  and  signed  by  many  re- 

S2?rn«^bidiftl;rn5Si^tet  «««*•"«  members  of  the  CaU.«e.  old 

made  as  I  alone  have  been  in  the  prac-  and  young,  has  also  reached  ua  from 

tioe  of  making  them."    There  is  a  sort  Wolverhampton;  if  we  do  not  give  it 

of  apology  for  this  self-laudation  in  insertion,  it  is  that  we  only  find  in  it, 

the  shape  of  a  note,  which  however.  UeraUon  of  grievances  which  have 

does  not  much  mend  the  matter,  as  we  ,  "y*^^     .  f     v;,     ^^\^^  *^]^ 

find  l^  it  that  the  original  inventor  already  met  with  a  foU  exposition  m 

comqiunicated  his  process  to  <»itly  two  oor  pag^.    From  Liverpool  we  have 

personS;  t.  e.  the  author  ''  and  another,  received  a  copy  of  a  memorial  addressed 

who  does  not  mrite   them;   and  al-  ^  gj^  j^^  Graham  by  the  medical 

though  several  attempts   have   been  ^.        «^v^^            ^ir      ^.n 

made  to  imitate  his  teeth,  I  believe  profession  of  that  town.    We  ahaU  se- 

they  have  invariably  proved  unsuc-  leot  firom  this  memorial  two  extnets, 

eessfnl."  Note,  p.  120.    We  look  upon  which  appear  to  us  to  contain   new 

this  as  a  covert  ^vertisement.    We  taller.    Some  objections  to  the  pro- 

woola  ask  the  author  wtietner  every        '  j    v  *i «    #     • 

dentist  does  not  regard  his  own  plan  li  ppse4  obliges  in  th^  profession  are 

the  best ;  and,  admitting  the  superiority  put  in  a  strong  light,  and  certainly  de- 

of  "his  mineral  teeth,"  whether  he  serve  mature  consideration.    WHh  re> 

never  heard  in  Paris,  hi  which  city  he  gpgct  to  the  fellowship  being  given  of 

ftMtt  ?"    We  regret  to  find  these  de-  geons,"  while  it  is  wUhheld  from  those 

feets;  for  tfa^  work  contains,  in  a  small  How  practising  as  such,  we  fear  it  will 

compass  information  whereby  practi*  be  said,  from  the  tenor  of  the  recent 

tionm  who  do  not  want  to  p  deeply  ^  ^^xe  CoUege  of  Surgeona  to 

into  the  •<  mysteries  of  dentifttry,**  may  ^,               •  i    r  *u    m  *«      i  a 

piofit    It  is  also  illustrated  by  some  ^«  •lemoml  of  the  National  Aasocia. 

kir  drawings,  exeeuled  in  the  new  art  tion,  that  the  pennission  given  to  pre- 

of  glyphography.  sent  members  to  register  as  "  surgeons^ 


■    ■     I                                             ■     ■  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  favour,  and 

MEDICAL  GAZETTE  JU^J^t^^Sl^^h^  «- 

Fridag,  April  18,  1844.  ^^j  ^^^  ^^  jMotatioBS  to  wliidi  we 

refer  *— * 
<«  licet  omnibiii,  lk»t  eCfauanOi,  diicBttitoii 

drtU  Metttea  tuerii  p^toftM  nodo  veatoadi  Hi  "  Thai  your  memorialists  an  of  oui- 

publicum  ait»  dSctndi  pcricQlum  non  recuao."  nion,  that  the  power  gmnted  to  me 

C"'*»o-  CoMcil  of  Heahh  by  Saase  HB  of  the 

bill,  of  making  regulations  for  spedfy- 

6n  THB  proposed  CHAKGES  m  tag  what  form  of  testimonial  ^aU  be 

THE  PROFESSION.  ttecessary  to  quaUfV  the  holder  for  ap* 

«r.  ..^#4».««  f^  ^^i^^  fm^^  -II  ^«w-  pointmcnts  to  public  isstdtutioiis,  may 
W«  continue  to  receive  from  all  parts  g^^„^  UahlctS.  abuse;  and  they  there- 
of the  country  so  many  copies  of  pro-  foi^  consider  that  a  matter  so  det^ply 
tests,  memorialR,  petitions,  and  resola-  afiecting  the  interests  of  the  profession 
tion,   that  even  if  our  pages  were  ahooldficfiKed  by  statute,  or  left,  aa  at 

double  th^r  present  extent,  we  should  JSS.^ef  LSKi^   ^^""  "^ 

have  some  difficulty  in  giving  insertion  «  That  by  clause  Id  of  the  lall,  f  every 

tfi  all  of  them.    We  elsewhere  print  a  person  registered  aa  a  physieian  or 
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mi^gson  im^cff  t^s  act,  ehaU  be  ad-  GkMmcUtlriiikthatitii''aiiiiMoiicepd<ia 

miUed  bm  an  aaaoeiate  of  the ,  Royal  of  the  nature  of  the  qualification/*  to 

Collea  pf  PhTOoianp.  or  a9  a  fcjlow  of  ^^        ^  ^^^  by  so  many  membere, 

the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  from  ,.    ^        .   *       -  '      ,     ,/      ,      ,. 

whicii  heshall  have  received  his  letters  ^^  omiswm  «om  the  hst,   impkea 

testimo^P  as  physician  or  snrgeon/  ^profiBsaConaldegrBdation/'  We  do  not 

while  the  act  makes  no  provision  lor.  think  that  there  can  be  two  opinions  on 

the  adpiia^on  of  ijerfons  at  present  thepoint.    They  have  omitted  members 

practising  as  physicians  or  surgeons  to  ^eT  r^  u^        u  -^u      « 

fee  BameprivUe^s,  your  memorialists  ^^  *«  CoUege,  who  are  neither  ^  pro- 

consider  itiis  a  serious  omission  in  the  fewional  paupers/'  nor  ^  persona  of 

bill,  inasmuch  as  persons  engaged  in  notoriously  had    character/^   neither 

•??'^*^'!f^*  *^T?  ^^^  ^?.  *^PP**^":  puffbrs*'  nor  ^•vendors  of  nostrums/' 

mty  probtaAQing  these  pnvileges,  and  z. lu      <«     •*         *>  •  j       *    i 

must  necessarily,  and  without  any  fault  "^^  •'^  *«y  "  ^"t«"  ^  indecent  ad- 

of  their  own,  be  placed  at  a  disadvan.  vertisements/'  pr  in  allianee  with  ehe- 

ta0e-by  others  entering  the  profession  mists  and  druggists  j  and,  with  regard 

w^BtmenAvlo  the  passing  of  this  act  to  surgiual  attainments,  and  their  aW- 

much  as,  on  obtaining  such  diplomas,  •*»*y  *w  q«iitc  equal,  if  notauperior,  to 

they  were  admitted  to  the  highest  po^  many  who  are  now  ranked  as  fellows. 

aitiaDJA^r  profession  to  which  they  The  College  contend  that  there  is  no 

^^lir^^^r^^^^  degrajhaionintheomis«on;and^ 

of  all  future  surgeons  al  once  to  the  they  vurtually  admit,  that  the  members 

rank  of  fellows,  and  by  so  doing  placet  xniiat  be  a  class  degraded  below  the 

them  in  a  ingher  pontion  thaja  ihdr  iWlows,  when  *ey  assign  among  the 

•miorsjo  the  profei^iOQ,  and  that  wi^^^^  Teasonsfornot  adding  more  membera 

out  any  superior  ment  to  entitle  them  •"""''"•  '^  ••*'*  «h«m"5  «■*/■«  u«viui«Kt« 

to  such  advancement."  to^he  li^t,  that  there  are  among  them 

^  professional  paupers,  pemoasof  bad 
The  Council  admit  in  their  answer  e6araotcr,vendon  of  nostrums/' &e.&c. 
(see  p.  906)  that  ^  many  who  have  not  Is  there  no  degradation  in  being  mixed 
been  included  in  the  list  of  fellows  are  «p  with  a  class  of  this  description  P 
weU  known  to  have  attained  the  high-  AVould  not  4he -fellows  themselves  fee) 
est  eminence,  and  to  enjoy  the  highest  gr^Atly  degraded,  if  such  persons  were 
reputation  as  practitioners  in  other  de-  admitted  to  'the  fellowship  ?  And  yet 
partments  of  the  profession,"  &c.  Now  we  are  told  thai  4fai8  feeling  of  degra- 
ihe  real  question  between  the  College  dation  among  4he  members  is  founded 
and  the  profession  appears  to  us  to  be,  in  a  misconception  on  their  part, 
whether  they  have  not  included  in  Would  it  be  a  lodsconeeption  on  Hhe 
theiiilists  of  fSllows,  many  persons  who  part  pf  thcifellowa  if  mattera  were  re- 
do not  possess  so  high  an  eminence,  versed  P  We  believe  not,r-and  it  would 
either^assuigeonsorpractitionerB,  "in  be  better  at  once  lo  acknowledge 
other  departments  of  the  profession,"  openly,  what  is  implied  inferentiaUy, 
as  a  large  number  who  have  been  arbi-  ^iuA  tl)e  fellows  Are  intended  to  be  a 
trarily  excluded.  We  have  reason  to  aalectandanperiorolasB^ 
believe  that  ihe  feeling  that  an  error  >Our  honest  oonnetion  is,  tbat  |he 
fiasbeen  committed  in  thia  respect  does  College  have  been  led  into  «  seriooa 
exist  even  among  some  mend>ers  who  eiror  ja4he  appoin^nent  of  the  fellows, 
httve,oronghttohave,influence  in  their  IDhe  priocipleB  iqmi.wfaiQh  they  went 
counsels,  and  that  there  are  among  them  -were  only  appasenlily  good,  and  they 
jnen  disposed,  with  conscientious  mo-  iiave  been  attended  in  niany  cases  with 
iijresitpidojiistieetQthfiisxfi^ttdfid.  Xhe  ^great  injoatioe.    There  ia  no  doabttha^ 
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many  who  are  now  am6ng  the  ex-    The  maxiiiram  rather  than  the  mini- 
claded  would  have  been  admitted  had    mum  of  injustice  has  been  the  icsuit 
their  qualifications  (undoubtedly  supe-    We  have  reason  to  believe  that  aome 
rior  to  those  of  many  fellows)  been    members  made  no  application  for  the 
known.    Either  from  not  making  any    fellowship,  guided  by  the  esampie  of 
claim  for  the  fellowship,  or  from  mak-    others,  who  howerer  found  themselves 
ing  the  claim  too  late,  many  of  the  pre-    in  the  first  list  from  an  appEeatian 
sent  members  have  been  excluded;  and    having  been  direetly  made  to  them, 
they  have,  we  think,  reasonable  cause    Some  again  fortunately  had  a  friend  to 
of  complaint    The  College  did  not  call    speak  for  them,  when  their  »»— ^  were 
upon  its  members  to  send  in  a  claim    taken :   in  no  other  way  is  it  pnwnMc 
with  their  qualifications,  although  there    to  account  for  the  arbitrary  mamner  in 
was  ample  time  for  a  principle  of  this    which  membershave  been  admitted  and 
kind  to  have  been  adopted,  or  we  be-    excluded :— and  yet  the  Council  asacit 
lieve  they  would  have  come  to  a  very    that  '*  they  have  done  what  wma  re- 
difiSsrent  decision  with  respect  to  many    qaired  of  them  to  the  best  of  their 
of  the  names.    They  would  have  found    ability,  and  have  made  the  selection 
that  there  were  some  who  had  a  far    altogether  on  public  gronndsy  without 
better  right  to  have  the  fellowship  con-    iavour  or  prejudice,  and  uninfloenced 
fezred  on  them,  than  others  whom  they    hy  private  motives*'!  (p.  906). 
ultimately  selected,  and  who  probably       There  is  still  a  locus  peniientim.  The 
by  a  fortunate  chance  found  a  member    injustice    may   be   remo?ed   without 
of  the  Council  to  speak   for   them,    making  all  members  fellowa — ^without 
Again,  it  is  not  imi«obable  that  the    following  that  kind  of  seniority  in  the 
qualifications  of  others  among^  the  ex-    selection  which  necesdtates  an  asao- 
cluded  became  a  subject  of  discussion    ciation  with  felons  and  persona  of  no- 
in  the  absence  of  those  members  of  the    ^noualy  bad  character;    or  without 
Council  to  whom  alone  their  qualifica-    converting  the  College  of   Siugeoos 
tions  could  be  known.    In  these  cases    ^to  a  College  of  General  Practitioneis. 
iojusticehas  been  done  by  accident,  and    The  way  has  been  pointed  out  by  some 
we  verily  believe  that  there  are  not  a    among  their  own  body*,  and  we  have 
few  members  who  can  trace  their  ex-    the  strongest  reason  to  believe  that,  on 
elusion  and  their  present  incorporation    *  request  being  made,  the  Government 
with  "felons,"  '^  vendon  of  nostrums,"    would  not  hesitate  to  grant  a  supple- 
and   **  writers  of  indecent   advertise-    znentary  charter,  in  order  that  the  Col- 
ments,"  to  this  cause  alone.  lege  might  repair  a  proved  injustice.   If 

It  is  very  true  that  any  principle  of    they  doubt  whether  they  have  acted 
selection  might  appear   invidious   to    unjustly,  let  them  not  refer  to  their 
those  who  found  their  names  omitted ;    own  motives,  but  at  once  call  upon  all 
some  kind  of  injustice  would  perhaps    the   members  who  feel  aggrieved  to 
be  done  in  all  cases ;  but  the  greatest    send  in  a  claim,  and  let  their  ;qualifi. 
pains  should  be  taken,  in  carrying  out    cations  be  fairly  decided  by  the  whole 
a  principle  of  this  kind,  that  this  injus-    of  the  Council,  according  to  the  same 
tice  should  be  of  the  least  possible    standard    which   they   adopted  with 
amount.  The  complaints  of  many  hun-    respect  to  a  large  number  of  the  pre- 
dreds  of  respectable  members,  and  the    ^°t  order  of  fellows, 
advice  and  remonstrances  of  many  of       That  the  Government  aie  ready  to 
the   "fellows"  themselves,  show  that    ~^s^Mhe  letter  lined  Meduoor  (p.  sas)    in; 
the  plan  adopted  has  not  been  just    SSSir^ifSi^l^^ 
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join  the  College  in  carrying  oat  a  prin-  That  the  caBeoiu  portion  of  milk  does 

•  1      g  *u:-  1.:-.^  -^11  u*  «».««.-A..^  r«#xt«i  •dmit  of  no  inconsiderable  modification  is 

ciple  of  this  kind  will  l^  apparent  from  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  .^  ^  remarkable 

the  following  extract,  forwarded  to  us  manner  in  comparing  it  as  existing  in  human 

by  a  correspondent  who  heard  Sir  James  milk,  and  in  cow's  milk ;  in  the  latter,  even 

Graham  make  the  observation  in  answer  » **f  ,^"^?fy  <ion?«f»  i*  »  ~  ««^y  ^*; 

"^^^  gnlablc,  whilst  in  the  former  it  resists  this 

to  a  deputation  of  members.  change,  whether  acted  on  by  acids  or  rennet, 
"  Sir  James  Graham  said,  he  did  not  and  yet  is  easily  obtained  by  means  of  era- 
regret  that  he  had  devoted  much  time  Portion  when  freely  exposed  to  the  air. 

°.              .,      ^.          i.^..         v^  Physiologically    considered,    the    most 

to  the  consideration  of  this  subject.  ^^^^  circumstances  belonging  to  colos- 

He  felt  that  a  class  so  useful,  so  ho-  trum  are — the  concentration  of  nntritious 

nourable,  and  usually  so  peaceful,  as  matter  in  it,  the  greater  fadU^  of  ibi  coagu- 

^,            ,,     ,          -     .          , ,    -.^  lation  by  rennet,  compared  with  older  milk, 

the  medical  profession,  deserved  .the  ^^  ita^eater  poweVof  resisting  change 

highest  care  of  the  Government.    If  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  atmospheric 

the  members  of  the  College  vf  Surgeon*  air.    These  the  author  remarks  are  qualities 

c^U pre,^  upontke  Council  to  extend  ^^^l^,,^Z '^^^T^t 

the  number  of  fellows,  he  would  gladly  easy  coagulation  may  adapt  it  to  the  stomach, 

co-operate  in  the  obtaining  of  a   new  in  which  organ  probably  the  gastric  juice  is  at 

eharterofincorporationfromtheCrown.  first  small  in  quantity  and  feeble.     Itspowcr 

"^             *^  of  resisting  change,  and  remaining  semi~ 

But  he  could  not  undertake  to  coerce  fl„id^  niay  render  it  fitted  in  the  intestines 

the  Council  to  such  a  step.   The  matter  to  promote  the  removal  of  the  meconium ; 

now  lay  entirely  between  the  members  "^^^J^,  ooncratration  as  nutritious  matter 

,/^          i^L^ii           e  *»*y  fit  1*  *o  perform  for  the  calf  the  same 

and    the   Council  of  the  College  of  p^  that  the  substance  of  tiie  egg  serves, 

Surgeons."  which  enters  the  intestine  during  the  latter 

' stage  of  foetal  development,  in  the  instance 

ROYAL  MEDICAL  &  CHIRURGICAL  ^^^^'  "P*^®!'  ^^^^'^^,   .  ^ 

A.vr  A  A^  jHi:.i^xv^  »^ni  Aui  aiia^^a^  j^  author  observes,  that  if  his  inferences 

SOCIETY.  as  to  the  use  of  the  colostrum  in  the  cow 

Tuesday,  April  8, 1845.  are  correct,  it  may  be  expected  that  the  first 

Dr.  Watson,  Vick-Prxsxdbnt,  milk  of  other  animals,  at  least  of  those,  the 

IN  THE  Chair.  young  of  which  are  bom  fully  formed  and 

vigorous,  will  be  found  simikr ;   and,  so  far 


marke  on  thai  of  the  Human  Subject, 


ther  the  first  milk  of  those  animals  the 


Tbb  colostrum — the  new  milk  of  the  cow  the  first  milk  of  the  bitch  to  coaguhite  when 

after  oalring— differs,  as  is  well  known,  from  heated,  and  to  yield  a  huge  proportion  of 

the  ordinary  cow's  milk,  in  being  of  a  rich  animal  matter  (35*2  per  cent.) 
yellow  colour,  less  liquid,  of  greater  specific         In  the  camivora,  it  may  be  requisite  fbr 

gravity,  and  in  possessing  the  property  of  the  first  milk  to  be  rich,  as  these  animals 

coagulating  when  heated.     On  this  account  have  to  leave  their  young  to  procnie  food, 

it  has  been  supposed  to  be  more  animidixed  and  to  be  absent,  it  may  be,  an  uncertain 

than  common  milk,  and  to  contain  even  time.     In  accordanoe  with  ^lis,  too,  the 

serum.    This  inference  not  having  appeared  author  observes,  is  the  fkct  that  the  human 

to  the  author  to  be  satisiactorily  proved,  milk,  the  first  drawn,  is  not  unusually  rich, 

and,  a  priori,  not  very  probable,  he  was  and  does  not  coagulate  when  heated;    at 

induced  to  subject  it  to  some  trials,  the  least,  such  are  the  results  of  the  experiments 

results  of  which  he  describes.  he  has  made,  and  which  are  given  in  the 

The  details   of   these   experiments    are  paper, 
given,  and  the  inferences  he  draws  from         The  author  concludes  by  remarking  that 

them  are~  to  show  that  the  peculiarities  of  this  diluted  state  of  the  human  colostrum 

the  colostrum  do  not  depend  on  the  presence  seems  equally  suitable  to  the  offspring  and 

of  serum — ^in  short,  that  the  colostrum  is  mother :   the  one,  helpless  and  feeble,  not 

destitute  of  serum;  and  that  its  coagulability  requiring    concentrated   nourishment;    the 

by  heat  depends  on  a  peculiar  modification  other,  commonly  firom  a  certain  degree  of 

of  its  caseous  portion.  exhaostion  during  labour,  ill  fitted  to  yield 
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rodi  ft  fopp^y— «fferiqg>  in  this- point  of    beeupe  diitqudod  to  ttw  ^ 

TVsWf  another  instance  to  the  vast  nomher  ^gr^ ;  the  eiracna^ops  en^vlj  ftmSud^  and 

of  examples  of  hannonious  adaptation,  and  fbS  pulte  becl^hiefedile  and  fltAeriki|f. 

it  may  be,  also,  one  drcnmatance  jnore  bj  April  dfih.-^'Else  otwration  was 


which  man.  as  an  animal,  is  distingnished  A  traasTerse  indsioo,  four  indies  loog^ 

from  every  other.  ma^e  in  the  right  loin ;  the  aao6n^~ 

*s     ^    ' ,    ^  ^  ^i:  ,  ji      .  Hi*.-  ^**  dpcned,  and  morfe  than  iw& 

Dr.  Copehmdroseattheconclaslonofthe  lemifluid    clay^lonrad  ^eei    i 

paper,  and  expfesswl  his  opinion  that  thij  chaiged.    He  ivoovered  from  tbe 

chief  object  of  the  Soaety  Jras  the  readmtf  .^d  by  May  9th  had  odned  teb-    the 

ud  discussion  of   practicsl  papers.      Hi  ^ound  Ih  the  intestine  hid  healed,  tei  fhe 

tterefore  felt  aggrieved  thw  a  paper  so  fen-  evttsikloni  ekaped  tetlfvly  by  dift  tfHtf dil 

tirely  chya1«l,and8omeof  thephysiologicd  aB«8,beiHgf«stninedbyaplaf  iiitl»o»ificfc 

nomts  of  which  were  so  qnesticuiable,  had  ^^ich  is  removed  four  or  five  times  .•  d^ 

been  allowed  to  be  read,  pyrticolarly  as  so  At  the  end  oj  Jone  he  commenced  pssBur 

taany  papers  of  •  practirtl  mature  were  id  diabetic  ttrine,  and  to  nflbr  friMi  drtmT^ 
poss^on  of  the  Sodety,  for  the  w»ding  of        He  rode  a  distance  of  sii  milss  in  an  «&. 

which  there  was  so  httlc  time.    Something  easy  cart,  and  shortly  afterwards  syinptoms 

was  due  to  an  author  hi  the  selection  of  a  ©f  peritonitis  superveneJ,  and  he  died  on  the 

Saper,  but  something  was  also  due  to  the  ^th.     Ott  ezattftnation  of  the  body;  tfie  eanae 

ociety,  as  members  were  disappointed  when  of  obstruttion  wu  found  to  be  •  strietare  ia 

tapers  like  that  just  read,  were  brought  be-  the  colon,  just  beyond  the  angle  formad  by 

fore  them.  the  junction  of  the  ascending  and  transvi 


^r^L  i^   i.       ^i»    r      L  r  i    i-.  I^brtidns  of  the  gut.    The  ebntrtetNl  patt 

Cste  qf  Obttruetton  qfihe  Larg%  Tntethne.  ^nm  almoit  ak  hani  as  daitUdJM,  and  wSm 

in  which  the  ascending  colon  u>aa  opened  pniy  j^st  admit  a  crow-qniUs  ito  inner  aw- 

with  aucceu,   the  patient  dying  three  fkce  wa^  ulcerated.    The  coecum  was  enor- 

v^onths  qftertcarde  qf  another  disease,  fcouSly  distended,  and  heiri^  as  Wrgb  as  a 

By  Samukl  Evans,  Esq;    of  Derby,  itomacti  of  ordin^  fclse;    t&e  esaendiBt 

IC^municated  bv  Willi  am  Bowman,  oolon  was  also  much  enlarged. 
F.R.S.  Assistant- Surgeon  to  King  s  Col-        T^e    author   remarks   that    this   is   the 

lege  Hospital.]  eleventh  case  on  record  m  which  Calliscn's 

Lewis  StMeC,  «t:  23,  a  fdrmer,  has  been  Oper&tioti,  liiodifibd  b^  AthusMt,  has  been 

Kable  fbr  keversl  ^eara  to  attacks  bf  diar*  performed  in  the  addlt  in  oonseqoenoe  of 

thctta;    In  September  1843)  he  was  seised  obstruction  in  the  intestinal  csnaL     From 

with  violent  psinb  in  the  bowelsy  resenblhig  ^e  previous  history  of  the  case,  it  woold  mp~ 

tokic',  which  Iseted  thirteen  hours;    About  V^^  ^^^^  ^^^  disease  had  been  of  slow  pro- 

thb  third  week  fai  JAnuai^  the  attack  re#  8^^"'  '^^  of  considerable  duration ;  Imt  at 

cnriM,  and  beeame  more  ievere  dn  the  6th  t^c  neriod  to  which  the  operation  vras  do- 

of  February :   tiib  Mhidit  saw  him  far  the  ^^^T^^*  owing   to   the   ittUSittiemfe  of   the 

first  titaie  bn  the  7t^    He  tha  sulieriog  ^tienf  s  (Mends;  he  was  ki  io  alshnii^  a 

Mm  severe  intermittent  piiasin  the  abdd^  condition  that  it  ie  impoidibllB  t6  iitiyine  a 

men^  whieh  was  dUteti'^i?*!  bat  fKee  ftom  '^^  ^^^  nnfavonnLblefbt  the  Opitatibn. 

tendemees.    Theie  wis  a  distiiact  swelMog  Two  monthK  Hfterwardi  he  was  io  nach 

in  the  T%ht  iliso  «egl6&    His  bowek  had  recovered  thst  there  appeared  to  la  eveiy 

hot  been  relieved  ftinoe  tiie  Wi;    Opiates^  F'oepect  of  his  ttttoratioii  to  hoilth ;  bat 

active  aperients,  and  stiffl^^ii«  ii**tiobs>  ^^  *|«>P«»  w^e  dissppointed  by  his  issprtt^ 

were  sdmiBistared  during  five  dsym  Mtl^ut  M^a^  m  regard  to  diet  end  execisile  \  but  as 

leHavin^  the  pmn  Sndsiokneis,  or  pfoobria)}  ^  as  the  operation  ts  concerned,  ^km  eaaa 

cractaations.    On  the  12tb  and  13th,  faii  ''•■  «"Jcessful. 
sihflferiugs  were  relieved  by  lerge  do^s  of 

the  Uqeor  Opii  dedalivns.    From  this  tinie  >    IMr  George  Lefeivre  rewiated  OB  the  iodis- 

to  Iha  bclpnnilig  .of  Aprtt  the  shfe  of  ths  bntton  of  the  patient  in  going  shout  so  mnm 

brily  i^BsUy.incicased;    he  .  slid    dAily  after  the  operiitloni  tnd  tboh^t  thk  iiooM 

Saffeikd  meny  pteosyslns  of  pein  ;  at  inters  iiave  bben  pnVented  by  die  ttedi<ad  atlsa. 

vals,  lafge  qdsntitiaft  of  fistas,  liid  small  daht.     Locsl  and  genetil  tieatfai^  tok 

p6rtkmsofe)sy-oolonred,ftBoes,esespedfrom  gether  with  the  reonmlMAt  poMtfon,    and 

the  bowels.    The  patient's  health  beeame  strict  attention  to  diet,  welre  eMoitisl  to  the 

mdeh  ikiipaired,  dnd  vomiting  recurred  al«  sstisfaetory  conchdrion  of  sadk  a  enow    Re 

mostdaily^    On  the  2&th  of  hferoh,  Cam.  briefly  referred  to  t#o  easiee  of  whieh  he  had 
sea's  opeiMion,  ss  laoAfied  by  Amaesat»  '  drawn  op  a  deecrlptiofi  and  p«Mished«    la 

for  the  fonoohtion  of  sta  artifioiid  ansa  in  the  one  of  ttwse  cases  e  lady  of  disdneHoto  ts  St. 

lohiiwaaprdpiosedvbtatthepetient  yielded  to  petersbuiiBh  had  had  the  colon  iirtlttm^ 

the  wishes  Of  liis  itiaids  m  postponing  it^  aierely  for  the  porpMe  Of  letie^teg  Ibe  ^»sla 

fliis  emaeiatien  inoveaied,  and  tlie  abdomen  caused  by  distoasion.    ft  iMs  eiM  tlie  taf- 


I 

I 
k 

!• 
t 

f 

k 

I 
I 

r 
I 

I 
i 
I 
I 
t 


OBSTRUCTION  OF  THE  LABOE  INTESTINE.  939 

fcriiig  wai  ttLtreiAe ;  thn«  was  lUBflMint  vo-  md  ^hohe  bdwds  wwtt  inorbd  only  omM  in 
mitinf  and  most  urgent  dittenaUm.    A  tfo*  three  ^Mseb.    Hiiheahh  watgbadi  bat  be 
char  was  plooged  into  the  colon,  an  escape  wtt  oecasioiiaHy  aabjeet  to  apiiaihodie  pafai 
of  na  took  place,  and  relief  ensned.    She  fai  the  abdomen.    Bkth«t  of  colocjnth  with 
died,  hoi^^er,  in  eighteen  hoiua  afterwarda.  opium  waa  given  witbont  efitet,  aiid  be  tfaeq 
In  another  caie  of  internal  obttrnetion  the  took  a  gamboge  pill  three  timea  a  day,  witb 
patient  rarrlYed  the  operation  twenty  bonra;  amall  doaea  of  Epaom  aalta.    Thia  nsnally 
Would  an  operation  of  thia  deecriptkm  be  aueoeeded  in  precnring  an  evacoatbn  con« 
considered  justifiable  ib  this  country,  merely  taining  a  great  number  tii  aoybaU  m^ry 
with' a  new  of  reKefiug  symptoma,  the  ter*  three  b«eka.     The  only  unpleasant  aymp* 
ttinatlon  of  the  case  iMing  certainly,  ettbtt'  torn  under  which  he  laboured  waa  oecaaioiml 
way,  ftttal  ?  atteeka  of  apaamOdic  colie.  ^Uhdcr  tiiia  treat- 
Mr.  Benjamin  FhiUipa  regarded  the  ptpor  ment  Ua   appMita   improved,    though    ha 
as  a  very  important  one.  The  operaUonhad  would  now  and  then  reject  Ua  ftxid.    He 
been  performed  many  timea,  with  variona  detallad  another  caae  of  oonadpation  follow* 
success,  both  fOr  obstructed  bowels  and  im-  ing  paitiifition,  in  which  an  evaouation,  when 
perforate  anus.     As  ftr  aa  he  knew  U  had  It  Waa  obtained,  was  fbund  to  contain  agrsat 
been  generally  unsuoeeesfU.    The  operation  number  of  soybalB.     He  mentioned  theaa 
itself  was  by  no  meana  a  difficult  one,  the  cabea  aa  illnstrativa  of  tlie  cffiBetaof  proper 
real  difficulty  in  these  oases  befaig  to  deter-  treatment  in  prolbnged  ootttipatiott. 
mine  the  dreumstances  which  justHy  th^        Mr«  Solly  agreed  with  Mr.  FUUipa  aa  to 
proceeding.    On  what  did  the  obstruction  the  difficulty  of  determining  tlw  canae  of  ob* 
depend  ?    Cases  of  obstruction  presented  struetlon  in  caaea  of  prolonged  oonatipatioB. 
themselves,  dependent  on  the  ooUectioli  of  Every  surgeon  in  practice  must  have  espe* 
hafdened  fteoea,  in  whicb  the  patient  became  rienced  thia  difficulty.   He  recollected  a  caaa- 
emaciated,  end  Hie  aymptoma  presented  aU  which  occurred  some  time  since  of  a  woman 
the  appearancea*of4nternaI  strsngulation,  yet  who  Waa  tapped  Ibr  wliat  was  aoppoaed  to 
these  casbs-  Were-reKeved  wiftbout  opeFatlon*  beaaeites,  but  which  Wasfouadaflerdeatlitobe 
If  the  obstntetton  were  the  resok  of  diSeaSb  simple  distension  of  the  colon  with  fscea,  the 
in  the  rectum,  aa  fbr  instanee  carcinoma — of  result  of  sdrrhoa  of  the  rectuni*  He  particU* 
which  diseeao  Broussaia  waa  aaid  to  havQ  lariy  referred  to  thoae  caaea  Of  intenial  obr 
died — there  would  be  litlie  difficulty  in  d»-  struction  whioh  resulted  from  the  passage  of 
teeting  ita  nature,  and  an  operatioo  Hke  that  adhesive  bands  from  one  portion  of  intestine 
under  consideration  might  be  perfohned  with  to  another.    Seine  years  since  he  had  aeeii 
the  chance  of  ph>longlng  life,  but  even  here  a  esse  of  this  description,  viitb  Dr.  Sutton  of 
we  only  substitute  one  infirmity  i\>r  another,  Oteeuwieh.    He  (Mr.  Solly)  had  befen  calMl 
and  It  might  be  questionable  which  was  the  on  to  pssa  m  rectum  boogie  in  a  case  of  ob^ 
most  diflScuH  to  be  borne  with.   Itwaswfaeh  stinate  constipation.  This  «aa  readily  daoa, 
the  obstroction  was  situated  higher  up  that  it  no  Impediment  to  Ita  passage  being  encotti»> 
wasdifficuUtodecideonwhatitwasdependent,  tsred*     The  patfent  dkd  foot  days  aften- 
and  in  wliat  way  we  should  proceed.    The  wards.    A  band  of  advcntitions  membnaiB 
contraction,  in  fact,  might  exist  at  the  very  waa  found  extemHdg  from  tfie  colon  to  the 
point  at  which  the  operation  was  usually  per-  mesentiiry,  comifleiely  binding   down   the 
formed.     In  Mr.  Evans's  csm  there  was  no  fonAer^  and  obstreoting  ha  csni^ 
inuication  presented  to  warrant  us  in  draw-        Dr.  iameaJoboson  considered  that  in  Mr. 
ing  a  conclusion  as  to  the  precise  cause  of  Bvana'a  eaae  there  was  little  difficulty  in.de- 
the  obstniction.  Indeed,  from  the  occasiOMl  eidhig  at  what  point  Hie  obatouDtion  existe^. 
passage  of  daj-coloured  fKoes,  it  might  have  The  tet  of  the  bongie  havnig  raedfiy  passed, 
been  diagnosticated  as  srising  from  fteoal  so-  combined  with  the  ready  injeetiOn  of  thr^e 
Gttn<tiUtioo,  instead  of  being,  as  it  Wasafter-  piaH  of  fluid,  and  the  pOkitkin  of  the  diaten- 
wards  knxad,  a  stricture  of  the  colon.  aion,  tndieatCNi  that  the  obalraAioa  waa  near 
Dr.  Pow^  remarked  ttiat  It  was  aurtirii.  the  csput  eoli.    Tbenperatien  he  coniadend 
ing  how  long  constipation  mirfit  exist  in  hys-  to  baip  been  perfeetiy  jnaltfafale.    It  waa 
terical  patients.     He  rdsted  the  case  of  n  aatoMAIng  ho«  long  lilnBai  aeenflonhitMMia 
lady  who  was  constipated  fbr  three  weeks,  might  exiit  ^iiboet  ae^ooa^  bffimtiftg  the 
and  who  was  relieved  by  the  use  of  opium  genersl  healtiu    Ha  had  «  patftant  tt  pBaaont 
and  croton  oil.     On  one  Occasion  she  had  no  Under- Ids  care  who  hed  aotpaaaed  sny  fteoea 
evacuation  for  two  montlis.    Iigections  were  by  the  reetnm  Ibr  theisst  three  months.  He 
of  no  avail,  and  ahe  took  as  much  as  half  a  was  aulerinir  ^^taui  "^  i^^V^  inetosUe  tamer 
grain  of  morpUa  and  two  dropaof  croton  cU  near  the  cape*  cell,  had  daily  voesiaed  1Q> 
night  and  morning.    In  this  «ase  he  believed  fifecal  matter.     His  sppetite  waa  good*  his 
ttie  obstruction  to  be  dependent  sserdy  eb  general  beaHh  msaffiacted,  and  there  did  not 
hysteria.  appeartobeanysignaof  afiiteltsAnfainlion. 
Mr.  Davis  related  thto  eaae  of  amen  who  It  aright  be  a  ^[ueslioh  how  teanopeoiion 
had  been  invalided  finom  the  West  Indiel,  In  this  caN  ai%ht  be  adnsafato. 
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Mr.  DaBBrdatedUie  case  of  t  child  irtio  tines  firequeDtiy  Ivdloir  ftwer.  Tlwy 

wu  bom  with  imperfonte  bcrntH,  the  ob-  reanlt  of  ulceration,  ckatriialion,  and 

■Croctioii  beiiig  eitnated  lo  high  np  that  a  qaent  contraction* 

bongie  could  not  reach  it.  No  operation  was        Mr.    Hilton    considered    tiiat    iia     Mr. 

performed,  and  after  death  the  colon  was  Evans's  case  the  treatment  with  nyfujtt  to 

ftmnd  to  be  not  larger  -than  a  crow-qoilL  the  operstion  bed  been  most  jndicionaL    Tlw 

Mr.  BUiard  Cniting  obserfsd,  that  it  was  position  of  the  obstraotion  was  iiliiiwM^  and 

by  no  mesns  sn  easy  matter  to  reach  the  the  operation  was  tfanclbre  jnsHfiablp.      He 

colon  by  dpefat&an,  partieobrly  in  infimts,  referred  to  esses  of  obstraction  in  the  ml 

and  wlien  that  canal  was  nndistended.     He  tines  resolting  from  a  twisting  of  the 

related  a  esse  in  which  this  was  attempted ;  upon  itself,  and  of  which  he  had  lately 

the  sugeon,  howeyer,  cut  down  upon  the  an  instance.    Hie  operation  of  rLinnian 

kidney.     In  a  case  of  imperforate  anos,  in  proposed,  bat  not  performed.  After  death  m 

wiiich  attempts  to  reaeh  the  rectum  were  verticsl  indsion  wss  made  in  the  lina  of  tbe 

fmitless,  he  advised  the  operation  of  Amvs-  abdominal  miuHoks  from  the  fidse  ribs  to 

est ;  bat  it  was  not  seceded  to.  Afterdeath,  the  crista  iliiT  there  was  no 

however,  he  (Mr.  Curling)  performed  the  reaching  the  colon  by  this  proceeding, 

operstion,  end  foond  it  less  easy,  than  some  oases  mentioned  by  Sir  Geoige  Lefevre,  ia 

gentlemen  would  appear  to  Uunk  it.    By  which  the  peritoneum  was  punctured, 

cutting  a  little  too  nesr  the  spine  he  came  very  diiFerent  from  those  under 

upon  the  kidney,  an  accident  which  he  be-  tion,  ia  whidi  it  was  the  object  of  the 

lieved  had  oceuired  on  more  than  one  occa-  rator  to  avoid  woundiog  that  membraae. 
sion  when  the  operation  bed  been  performed        Dr.  Watson,  firom  all  he  had  seen  or  heard 

on  the  living  body.    When  the  colon  irss  on  the  subject*  had  come  to  the  condaaloii 

distended,  snd  the  inciskm  was  made  a  little  that  the  question  of  the  operation  was  to  be 

more  externally,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  decided  by  the  special  dreomstsnccs  of  cacfa 

in  reaching  the  Intestine.    He  sgreed  with  ease.     In  a  case  like  that  of  Mr.  Evans  Che 

Dr.  Jofanm  thst  in  Mr.  Evans's  case  the  operation  was  justHiable,  provided  the  pa-* 

cause  of  the  obstruction  was  sufficiently  evi-  tient  'had  been  acquainted  with  the  natnie 

dent  to  justify  the  operation.    This  esse,  and  consequencss  of  the  proceeding  pre- 

indeed,  offered  a  sufficient  encouragement  to  viously.    Other  cases  might  occur,  like  tiiat 

other  surgeons  to  resort  to  this  proceeding,  related  by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  which,  however 

particularly  in  those  esses  in  which  the  ob-  inconvenient,  it  would  be  considered  sdU 

stmction  vras  ss  evident  ss  in  this  instsnce.  visable  to  allow  fecal  evacuations  by  the 

Dr«Tsylorremsrked,thatasMr.Evsnswas  throat,  rather  than  resort  to  the  formatioo 

elearin  hisopinionasto  thesestof  theobstruo-  of  sn  srtifidal  anus.    Other  cases  woold  oo» 

tion  in  this  esse,  theopeiation  was  justifiable,  cur  in  iriiich  it  would  not  be  possible  ^  priori 

and  had  undoubtedly  prolonged  the  lifb  of  the  to  decide  whether  an  operation  were  advisshle 

patient.    There  was  nothing  in  the  paper  to  or  not. 

show  the  nature  of  the  obstruction— 'Whetiier  

it  wss  csrdnomatous  or  otiierwise.  Hie  mi-  EOTAL  INSTITUTION, 

croscope  probably  would  be  the  only  means  ■ 

of  deciding  this.   It  would  sppear,  however.  On  Friday,  April  4th,  Mr.  S.Solly,  Assistant- 

ftx>m  the  history  of  the  case,  that  it  hsd  ori-  Surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  gave  a 

ginated  in  simple  inflammation.  Itappeued  lecture  on  the" /Vo/seltse4l!|Miratat^f As 

that  the  patient  had  for  some  yesrabeen  sub-  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord  in  Man  and  .^-'' 

ject  to  diarriioea;  this  vraa  probably  the  re-  mah"    The  lecturer  pointed  out  the  nc 

suit  of  inflammation,  which  had  aHerwards  sity  for  an  important  organ  like  the  I 

proceeded  to  uhieration,  cicatrisation,  aad  behig  protected  fkom  extemsl  violence,  snd 

contrsction.    He  hsd  seen  similsr  esses  of  adverted' to  the  vnse  provision  of  nature'  in 

oontrsction  ham  ulceration  the  result  of  fe-  enclosing  it  in  a  rounded  osseous  csvity,  so 

Tcr,  though  not  always  situated  in  the  same  that  on  evory  side  it  presented  in  its  fbrm 

spot.    In  most  of  tiiese  esses  no  operation  the  mechanical  advantages  of  the  arch.  Hie 

had  been  contemplated,  and  the  patients  had  structure  of  the  external  table  was  fibrous, 

died  from  chronic  peritonitis  before  the  ob-  snd  well  fitted  to  resist  sudden  shocks.     In 

struotion  hsd  continued  suffidentiy  k»g  to  the  cavity  of  the  skull  the  different  psrts  of 

warrant   any    operative    procedure.      He  a  soft  organ  like  the  brain  were  hi  wme 

thought  that  one  mode  of  distinguishing  messure  insulated,  and  prevented  firompre«- 

whether  the  obstruction  depended  simply  on  ing  unduly  on  each  other  by  the  procesies  of 

the  aoenaralation  of  hardened  Ibeces  or  on  the  dura  mater,  the  fUz  major,  fSidz  minor, 

structnrsl  disttse,  would  be  to  determine  and  tentorium.    With  this  mechsnicsl  dif- 

whetfaer  the  patient  had  previously  suffered  position,  the  head  might  be  moved  about 

from  j^amtnwwtmUnn  of  thc  bowds.    If  so  the  freely,  and  even  sustain  some  violence,  with- 

obstruction  was  probsbly  structural.  He  had  out  having  its  structure  deranged.    In  tbe 

seen  time  obstructions  in  the  small  intes-  young   the  bones  of  the  skull  are  hi^j 
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dastie :  f&ey  tmidSStf  yield  to  shockB ;  and  a  For  the  defence,  It  was  urged  that  the 

blow,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  atnnniDg  wound  and  other  cuts  were  not  inflicted  with 

an  adult,  pawee  off  unheeded  by  a  child.  the  knife,  but  by  the  &11  among  the  broken 

Another  point  to  be  considered,  was  the  crockery  ;  but 

means  takien  to  prevent  the  effect  of  undue  Mr.  Justice  Maule,  in  summing  up,  told 

excitement    in    the    circulation    of    blood  the  jury  that  all  the  eridence  was  dead  at 

through  the  brain.    Tbis  organ,  it  is  well  variance  with  this  supposition,  and  it  might 

known,  is  abundantly  suppUed  with  blood  as  well  haye  been  ui^^  that  he  cut  him- 

by  means  of  the  carotid  and  vertebral  arte-  self  by  tumbling  upon  an  apple  or  a  poond 

ries.    The  carotid  arteries  take  a  very  tor*  of  butter. 

tnous  coarse  through  a  bony  canal,  and  thus,  The  Jury  returned  a  Terdiot  of  Gvilty.— ' 

under  great  excitement,  the  too  rapid  supply  Time9, 

of  blo«l  is  impeded, — a  fact  made  evident    — 

by  Uie  violent  pulsations  of  the  vessels  on  »,  ^ »  * ««  » «.»„  t*t  «»«Tx«r.«i«i»^ 

the  outside  of  £e  head  and  neck.    In  the  MALAPRAXIS  IN  MIDWIFERY, 

cat  tribe,  the  internal  carotids  divide  into  ALX.sexn  MAMSLAUOHTan. 

numerous  branches  about  the  sella  turcica,  — — 

forming  a  network  or  diverticulum  of  vessels,  Norwieh  Lent  AM$ize»^ 

caUed  rete  mirabUe.    Ihese  afterwards  unite  Raymond  Gachbs,  aged  48,  was  faidicted 

and  form  a  trunk,  which  then  divides  again,  for  ^m^  )ie,  betng  an  apothecary  and  man- 

and  is  distributed  through  the  brain.    This  midwife,  so  negligentiy,  carelessly,  rashly^ 

kind  of  arterial  reservoir  prevents  any  surplus  and  feloniously   conducted   himself  in  hii» 

blood  firom  being  thrown  too  rapidly  on  the  attendance  on  one  Jane  Maxy  Lovett,  in 

brain  under  violent  musonlar  exertion,  aa  her  deUvery,   as   to  mflict   iven  mortal 

when  these  animak  spring  on  their  prey  or  wounds  on  her  body,  whereof  she  died  on 

throw  themselves  from  a  great  height.  the  9th  of  January  last,  at  Costessy,  in  this 

Some  remarks  were  made  on  the  mecihs-  country. 

nieal  form  of  the  spine,  its  curved  shape  Mr.  Evans  and  Mr.  Palmer  appeared  for 

being  so  aiQusted  as  to  allow  it  to  receiveor  ti>e  prosecution;  Mr.  Frtndergast  and  Mr. 

resist  shocks  like  a  doubly-bent  spring.  The  Q'Malley  defended  the  prisoner. 

bony  protection  for  the  spmai  marrow  and  prom  the  evidence  of  Honor  Mortar  and 

nerves,  and  the  manner  in  which  great  fleai-  other  witnesses  it  appeared  that  Mrs.  Lovett 

bUxty  and  freedom  of  motk>n  are  combined  i^d  had  nine  children  before  the  occasion 

with  great  strength  in  this  part  of  the  skele-  which  terminated  fatally,  and  that  on  former 

ton,  were  also  pointed  out.    Hie  lecture  was  occasions  a  difficulty  had  presented  itself  in 

lllnstrated  by  a  nnmber  of  weU^ecnted  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  the  danger  from 

drawings.  which  was  well  known  by  medical  men  to 

.^^— — ~^— ■^— — *— —  increase  with  each  labour.    On  the  19th  of 

TRIAL  FOR  WOUNDING.  January  the  poor  woman  was  taken  ill,  and 

^__,^_  the  defendant  called  in  to  attend  her  at 

««      - «     .     .  .  ,  .     -,  ^     _^.       1  ^  JI  o'clock.      For  some  time  the  difficulty 

[Th»  foUowmg  trial  is  of  interest  In  relation  anticipated  did  not  arise,  but  it  did  at  length, 

to  themanner  in  which  woonds  may  be  ^^  the  nurses  suggested  ftirther  advice. 

produoed.]  The  defendant,  however,  decUned  it,  saying 

Mtdland  (hremi.  that  "  if  there  was  a  room  frill  of  doctoA 

WarwidK,  Wednesday,  April  9.  they  could  do  no  more  than  he  was  dinng." 

JoaepbJUikers,  aged  36,  was  Indiotod  ft>r  After  this  he  seemed   to  be  using  great 

having,  at  Birmingham,  on  tiie  24th   of  exertions  with  the   view  of  relieving  the 

Deoember  last,  feloniously  stabbed,  cut,  and  patient  of  the  pUu»nta,  and  after  a  while  a 

wounded  Edward  Perry,  with  a  certain  sharp  round  substance  came  forth,  audi  as  had 

instrument,  to  wit,  a  penknife,  with  Intent  never  been  seen  before  by  the  nurses  in 

to  do  him  some  grievous  bodily  harm;  the  their  experience,  and  he  was  then  seen  to 

Indictment  chaiging,  as  usual,  the  intents  use  lus  scissors  under  the  clothes.    At  that 

to  murder,  maim,  and  disable.  instant  the  features  of  the  sufferer  underwent 

The  prosecutor,  it  appeared,  had  grossly  a  sudden  change  and  shock,  on  which  the 

Insulted,  and  also  assaulted,  the  prisoner's  « doctor"  observed  '*  she  was  very  sadly, 

sister.     The  prisoner  resented  this,  and  a  and  he  would  go  and  fetch  some  medicine." 

scuffle  ensued,  when  he  was  seen  to  have  in  So  saying,  he  placed  the  substance  above 

his  hand  something  that  looked  like  the  hasp  mentioned,  and  some  other  thing  which  he 

of  a  penknife,  and  a  penknife  was  afterwards  had  afterwards  taken  fit>m  the  bed,  in  a 

found  upon  him.     The  prosecutor  received  vessel,  which  he  took  away  with  him.    In 

a  dean  cut,  as  from  a  penknife,  two  inches  the  course  of  half  an  hour  afterwards  the 

long,  and  one  deep ;   but  he  had  fallen,  an^  patient  died  in  great  pain,  and,  being  duly 

there  waa  some  brok<te  crockery  lying  about  buried,  nothing  more  would,  perhaps,  have 

the  place  where  he  fell.  been    heard   of   the    case,    had    not    the 
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dcfeadanti  wImii  iaterrogatedby  th« mother,    pftdicB (1) dteiiig Ab lift 

fUted  thai  Um  tubstanM  h«  bid  takes  awif    U  taiora  fbrtotfftle  fhan  Ch^Hand 

waa  a  tomor,  waighing  Ibrae  ovnoea  «id  a    mottf  both  of  wlioiil  wen 

half,  and  that  he  had  taken  it  to  Mc.  CnMae»    edateiieed  to  iflkpriaomtieift. 

the  well-known  aargeoa  in  Norviob.     This        We  tee  indebMd  to  a  IrieMd  Car  the  wt^ 

was  for  the  time  satialiMtory  to  the  inqaireTi    Joiiled  trideBe*  of  the  Ittedical    viteeaaea 

bnt  afterwards  a  sttsptoion  was  escite^  that    given    «l    Ibe  inqueit   at  Cbeldtoy.      Ve 

the  defendant  had  not  oonduoted  himself    khall   Mtanl   to  the   inkjeol   in   a  fatase 

properly  towards  the  deceased  i  and  her    munbArt 

body  being  ezhnmed  nnder  the  diractioa  of    ^  i       «•  •       >     ^ 

the  coroner,  waa  snbmitted  to  examination    Pee^ewrlew  Bs^mnaHom  ^fa/tmmU  laAe 

by  Mr.  Crosse  and  Mr.  Francis,  who  «»-  *  ^^^  *»*V  takwr. 

oertained  that  the  uterus  and  a  considerable  Costiaijri  Fatt.  nc^jglB. 

quantity  of  the  large  iDtestines  had  been  torn        WilUam  Brttsby   FMneist    <aigmwi»    ef 

away.     Hie  et  ideooe  of  these   gentlemen    Nonlich,  says  te  followt  p-m 

was  giTCB  to-day  to  the  abore  effeoti  and  they        I  have  hxaddkied  tbb  body  ahiMra  ip  mas 

^ave  it  as  their  opinion  that  great  blame  was    the  body  Of  J*  M.  L.    Oa  npeaiiig  tke  «»- 

attributable  to  the  defebd^t  if  the  removal    vlty  of  the  abdoiben,  I  obeutrnd  tin  etomaih, 

of  those  parts  was  ignorantly  effected  by    gtiaall  bteatines,  and  bladder ;  and  tiseto  waa 

him,    and  still  more   so  if  it  had   been    some  bk>6d  effnsMl  faito  the  palts  abontthe 

knowingly  done  :  at  the  same  time,  they    peWis.      I  to6k  out  tbe  steall  intflBtt 

admitted    that  the  case  was   not  one  of    which  had  no  BttachmeDt  below ;    tke 

every-day  occurrence,  and  that  no  stronger    aiaeh  was  then  rdnovedt  but  tbe  large 

term  than  ignorance  ou^ht  to  be  attaohed  to    tinea  appeared  to  be  abasnt*    Ite  blaihicr 

his  treatment  of  the  patient ;  while  the  most    eontaiBed  dboat  tiirea  ottneao  of  ntiAe;  tte 

skilful  surgeons  and  operators  were  known    small  Uisstliias  were  thtea  itaeaanmly  and 

to  have  "  made  mistakes."  iblnid  to  be  fiAaen  fcet  and  eight  Inctei  ia 

Mr.  Frendergast,  on  behalf  of  the  length.  At  tbe  lower  end  Um  inteaHhefe  bed 
prisoner,  contended  that  the  coarse  pur-  been  torn  off.  Hm  kidneys  weiw  healtby  at 
sued  towards  him  was  somewhat  harsh,  as  It  well  as  the  liver.  On  remotrng  tbe  ports 
was  unfair  to  expect  from  every  man  em-  from  tke  pelvis,  I  found  tUftMn  Inpkai  of 
barked  in  so  critical  a  profession  the  con-  the  large  inteetinee  in  tba  lagineik  which  w« 
sninmate  skill  of  an  Astley  Cooper  or  a  lacefated,  but  there  fMn  no  wmtab*  In  my 
Dr.  Conquest,  whose  book  on  midwifery  he  opiiiion  death  was  eiused  by  tbe  tejoiiea  in- 
largely  quoted.  ^ted  in  l-enioving  ad  lifge  a  portiini  of  tbe 

Mr.  Justice  Pdttesoii,  in  summing  up  the  Urge  intestmes  and  tbeWDiab.  lb  tba  «o« 
the  case,  thought  that  tbe  Question  was  not  difficult  ease  of  child-birth,  there  <M|g|it  na* 
whether  the  defendant  wilfuUy  had  removed  to  be  any  of  those  parts  remoTod.  I  nrrer 
the  parts  ia  question,  for  no  man  in  his  met  with  a  ease  in  which  they  were  iwoioved. 
senses  could  do  that ;  but  it  was  for  the  jury  In  removing  these  parts  I  consider  tbese  was 
to  say  whether,  under  all  the  circumstances,  a  great  want  of  skill  and  judgment.  I  sbovU 
he  had  done  more  than  fall  into  a  mistake,  think  no  praelitiOAer  at  all  aoqaainted  wltb 
Tor  a  mere  errt  ^judgment  he  did  not  midwifery  would  reuMWe  them  t  tbe  lonotal 
iMnk  thai  a  medical  man  ought  to  he  made  of  them  would  cause  almost  instftnt  deatb. 
criminally  retponeihle,  unleu  he  had  die-  I  see  no  reaAJa  why  after  ftue  birth  of  tbe 
plaged  groee  prqfeaeional  ignorance  or  tnoi-  child,if  pittper  skill  bad  bee*  iMed*  that  tbe 
tention  to  hie  patient.  The  narses  all  bore  life  of  the  deceased  floigbt  not.  bavo  been 
testlmonv  to  his  kindness  and  attention,  and  saved.  Tbe  length  of  t^  intestines,  in  an^ 
it  would  therefore  be  for  the  jury  to  ssjt  ordiaaiy  case  is  about  twenty<>eeven  leet,  or 
whether  they  thought  he  had  acted  with  sudi  about  five  or  Six  tieaes  tbe  leagtb  of  tbe 
gross  ignorance  as  waa  imputed  to  him  by    body.  W.  Bnajiaav  FnAN€ia» 


this  chargCi 

Tbe  jury,  without  much  hesitation,  re-  John  Green  Crosse,  eurgeoo,  of  the  city 

turned  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty.  of  Norwich,  says  as  f<Ulowa  »— 

From  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  given,  as  it  I  hafe  also  examined  tbe  body  shown  to 


is  said,  **  without  much  hesitation,"  it  would    me  es  the  body  of  J.  M.  L.» 

appear  that  Mr.  Raymond  Gaches  in  re-    with  Mr.  Fraoeie.     Ihavebeerd  the,  whtki 


moving  from  a  female  during  parturition  the  of  his  evidenee,  end  oonfinn  all  that  hei  I 

uterus  and  all  the  large  intestines  (see  evi-  staled  in  wferettoe  to  tbe  pnrts  liMttd  ah  die 

denoe  below)  did  not  display  *' gross  pro-  abdomen.  The  paits  entirely  absent  were  tbe 

fesSional  ignorance  or  inattention  to  his  sp-  womb  with  all  its  appendagee  s  all  the  gseit 

tient,"  the  test  of  criminal  reiq>onsLbiUty  on  bowel  except  thirteen  inebes  fipom  the  teda- 

such  occasions,  according   to   the  learned  ment  upwairds,  a  small  portion  ideo  of  tbe 

judge.     This  is  the  third  case  of  "  disem-  small  intestines,  bed  been  rsmeeed  with  tbe 

bowelling"  which  has  ooeurred  in  midwilsry  large,  so  that  altogetbof  iMny  feet  of  bond 
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^ad  tctiudly  beta  renovad  by  t)i«Ti^!iM»  eimiiien  only  on  oompolcloB^  and  teoMit^ 

There  was  erery  appearance  of  tbe  remorid  they  could  not  otherwise  legally  practiia 

having  been  made  by  laceration*    The  re^  phtfmaey  i  who  have  a)waja  been  aBbamed 

tnoval  of  the  womb  and  sneh  9  qoantity  of  to  ammo  the  title  whiob  tiie  Apotfaeoarieo^ 

the  inteatine  mnat  qecesiarily. prove  fatd»  licante  oonitoed,  andf  with  few  eacotptiona. 

There  are  no  drcnnstanoea  that  wonld  ad*  hare  sought  Tohintarily  t)ie  dipioma  of  tbe 

mit  of  or  leqnire  the  removal  of  either  on*  €olleg^  of  Snrgeonsi  althongh  that  doooaent 

or  the  other.     Snob  an  ix^nry  could  only  §ave  Ibem  no  Isfal  priTilegC' 
have  been  inflicted  in  error,  no  eironmstanoe        This  nndeniable  fact  shows  how  ftvonrable 

could  have  required  or  justi^ed  sach  a  prae?  were  formetly  the  feelinga  of  the  yonnger 

tice.     1  have  heard  aU  the  evidenesa,  and  members  of  the  profession  towards  the  CoU 

find  tet  I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  afMr  legtf,  and  abmild  indace  them  to  delibcratcily 

ihe  Urtfa  of  the  child,  if  the  deceased  had  consider  the  policy  of  their  preseat  proofed*. 

been  properly  treated,  her  hSb  might  not  logs,  and  reflect  00  the  condition  in  which 

liave  been  spared.  fhey  will  be  placed  if  they  sever  that  oonneo- 

JoBzv  QnsBN  Gsosas.  tion  which  hn»  ao  .k»g  sobsiBted  between 

lAdiieat  held  by  Mn  Pflgritai,  one  of  Ibb  tbera  end  tbe  CoUets  of  Surgeoni. 
Condty  Coronefa^  Fcbrhaiy  28th»  1845.  The  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 

^         ■     '     ■ L.  most  of  whom  are  genena  pracUtionens,  have 

««.*»t««r<.iY   ^«.n^-#.<rf«-  long  complained  that  tbey.  had  no  voice  in 

MEDICAL  MFOHM.    ^  thTdectlon  of  tb«  wmnoil.    This,  mdeed, 

«-— ^  has  been  tiieir  chief  grievance  I  but  they  have 

2b  f «e  EdH9r  tf  the  BMtital  Ottintte.  ne'er  manifested  tbe  same  deshre  to  assist  iii 

the  choica  of  the  esairinsrs  or  rulera  of  ti  e 

^<^»  Apothecari^'  Company  1  a  etrong  proof  of 

Tundisturbedstateof  the  profession  renders  the  contempt,  orj  at  least,  indifference*  in 

it  incumbent  on  all  who  arc  anxious  for  its  which  they  held  that  body.     It  is,  indeed, 

honour  and  respectability  to  oAisr  any  Bug«>  notorious  that  the  Apothecaries' license  givea 

gestions  that  may  tend  to  allay  the  aiscon>'  no  .pritllege,  eaocpt  permission  to  practise 

tent  that  prevails,  to  a  considerable  eatentk  pharmacy,  as,  if  tbe  members  wish  to  partalbs 

amongst  a  portion  of  the  gcncnil  practi-  of  the  trading  profits  of  the  company,  they 

tioners  of  the  country.     1  therefore  nquest  muat  purchase  aright  to  do  soi  ss  they  would 

your  insertion  of  the  follewing  remarks.-  buy  a  share  la  a  railway,  or  other  joint-stock 

The  merits  and  demerits  of  Sir  Jsmes  concenii 

Graham'a  Bill  have  been  so  fally  discussed^  .    If  the  general  practitioners  succeed  in 

that  extended  comments  on  so  hackneyed  a  establishing  a  new  Callegc,  or  in  fleeting  a 

tbeme  would  scercely  excite  the  attention  oif  obadge  in  the  Apothecaries'  Cempaoy,  that 

your  readers.     I  shall  therefore  chiefly  allude  will  separate  them  entirely  from  the  College 

to  the  conduct  of  those  general  practitioners  of  Surgeons  1  they  will  i>e  under  the  govam- 

wbo  ha?e  been  most  conspicuous  in  their  ment  5i  a  few  .leading  metropolitan  apothe- 

opposition  to  the  measure.  caries,  highly  respectable  indivkiuals,  pos- 

The  object  of  those  gentlemen  appears  to  sessing  lu^ge    fortunes,  and  the  iafluenee 

be,  either  the  continuance  of  tbe  Apotheca^  which  weatth  can  alwaya  command*    Many 

ries'  Company,  with  their  present  and  per-  of  these  gentlemen  are  active,  inteUgtnt,  and 

liaps  additionid  privileges,  or  the  forma-  enlightened  pmctitionenv  but  I  mean  no 

tion  of  a  new  corporation,  consisting  ex-  oflence  in  saying  that,  collectively,  they  have 

dunvely  of  genersl  practitionera,  who  shaU  not  attaieed  that  etainence  in  acieBoe»  or 

have  the  power  of  framing  laws  Slid  regulations  proleiiamnal  celebrity,*  that  ought  to  distin- 

for  ths  govemaaent  of  this  branch  of  the  pro«>  guish  the  geveming  body  of  so  influsntlal, 

fession.  sble,  aad  useful  a  class,  aa  the  general  prae- 

Either  of  these  schemes  would  have  the  tltionera  of  this  conntiy. 
effect,  eventually,  of  separating  this  dasa        1  hope,  therefore,  thai  these  eonsidera- 

from  the  College  cfSuigeons,  and  it  behovea  tions  will  induce  tbe  general  practitioners 

all  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  not  rashly  to  dissolve  a  connection  which  they 

profession  to  pauss  before  they  support  a  have  hitherteesteeraed,  and  which  they  cannat 

system  so  cslculated  to  iiijufe  its  reputation  abandon  without  inflicting  irretrievable  in- 

ss  a  scientific  body,  and  lower  its  estimatioa  jury  upon  themselves  snd  the  public.  I  hope, 

hi  the  minds  of  ^  public.  too,  that  t!be  Council  of  the  College  of  S«r- 

A  strong  feding  of  indignation  agsinst  the  gecns  will  relsx  the  messures  which  hate 

Council  of  the  Royal  Ccdlege  of  Sui^geona  given  such  offence  to  the  m^ority  of  thdr 

ssn  slone  account  for  the  lesi  with  which  members,  «id  by  a  more  liberal  policy  en- 

the  iutcrests  of  the  Apothecariea'  Company  deavour  to  preserve  that  union  which  is  so 

arc  upheld  by  men,  who,  till  lately,  never  decidedly  ad? antageoua  to  all  parties, 
appesied  to  set  any  value  on  their  connec**        With  the  view  of  effecting  so  desirable  an 

tion  with  that  body  %  who  went  before  their  object^  I  shaU  make  a  few  reaiarka  on  the 
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diaiter  of  the  CoQege,  and  tlie  oondact  of  jnstlce  on  any  one  who  oonddend  be  had  m 

tl«  council.  chdm  to  the  Fdlowriiip.     To  have  made  ai 

It  is  generallj  heUered  diat  the  new  diar-  once  all  the  memhen  Fdlowa,  as  has  baes 

4eroftfa«  College  of  SaifeoQBwaafra&ed  in  proposed   by    ■ome,    would    have     merrij 

aoeoxdanoe  with  the  opinioDs  of  the  oooneH  dianged  a  name,  and  Tttiated  the    whole 

of  that  body.     In  effecting  lo  impoituit  scheme.    The  only  mode,  therefore*  which 

and  oomprdienaiTe  a  change  in  the  laws  of  could  have  prerented  my  naaonable  oom- 

the  CoOi^,  the  council  appear  to  have  been  plaint  Is  that  of  seniority.     If  the  OooxkcO 

deairoua  to  comply,  to  a  oertsin  extent,  with  had  promoted  tiie  senior  five  or  six  iKimdred 

the  wishes  so  long  and  so  loudly  expressed  members  to  the  feUowahip,  on  the   ooiMfi- 

by  the  members  at  large,  that  the  goveming  tion  that  they  should  be  succeeded  at  their 

body  should  not  be  self-elected,  nor  hold  deaths,  by  their  juniors,  in  regular 

their  situations  for  life :  but,  as  men,  either  during  the  tires  of  all  who  may  be 

collectively,  or  indiTidually,  do  not  wiDingly  at  a  certain  date,  and  that  younger 

relinquish  power,  the  council  retained  most  who  declined  waiting  their  tarn  of  seniority, 

of  the  privileges  whidi  they  already  pos-  might  obtain  the  FeUowahip  by  ezaminatiaBi, 

sessed,  Aid  recommended  only  that  fiituie  I  bdiere  we  should  have  heard  bat  littia  of 

members  of  the  governing  body  should  be  the  clamour  which  has  been  so  mercileady 

appointed  by  a  more  extended  suffrage,  and  raiaed  against  the  members  of  the  CcManeOt 

for  a  limited  period.  in  regard  to  the  period  to  iHiich  admaamoa 

Whatever  dissatisfaction  may  have  been  to  the  idlowahip  by  seniority  sboold  have 

produced  by  the  old  coundrs  permanent  re-  been  manifested.    The  bye-laws  relatm^  to 

tention  of  offiee,  it  should  be  remembered  the  fdlowship   state  that  new  ~ 


that  this  evil,  if  it  be  an  evil,  will  be  only  shall  be  appointed  on  or  before  the  let  day 

temporary,  and  wHl  cease  witii  their  Hvea.  of  January  1850,  aod  it  is  probable  that  tike 

The  measure,  thonefore,  is  scarody  worthy  new  regulations  will  not  be  in  full  operatioD 

of  the  severe  reprehension  witii  which  it  has  before  that  period :    it  would  therefore  have 

been  treated  by  some  opponents.  been  proper  to  have  fixed  that  date  aa  the 

The  moat  important  feature  in  the  new  latest  at  whidi  Fellowships  should  be  ob- 
charter  is  the  division  of  the  members  into  tained  by  seniority  of  Membership.     This 
two  dasses.     The  institution  of  Fellows,  plan  would  have  prevented  any  complaint  of 
who  cannot  be  admitted  till  twenty-five  years  injustice  dther  by  members  or  by  atodenta 
of  age,  wiU  induce  the  candidates  for  this  who  commenced  their  professional  studies 
dass  to  obtain  a  more  extended  preliminary  under  the  old  regime.    It  would,  it  is  trocp 
education  than  the  present  members  gene-  have  excluded  from  tiie  Fdlowship  many  of 
rslly  have  received.    Indeed,  it  is  probable  the  present  hospitd  surgeons,  and  all  those 
that,  hi  many  instances,  a  collegiate  edoca-  who  expect  to  be  their  immediate  sncceaaora ; 
tion  will  be  resorted  to,  before  the  com-  but  it  is  worthy  of  ddiberate  considerutioiD 
mencement  of  professiond  studies,  and  as  how  far  some  modification  of  the  plan  migiit 
the  latter  must  be  taken  out  before  the  ma-  not  be  advantageoudy  adopted.    If  a  sup- 
ture  age  of  twenty-five,  and  the  fdlowship  plementary  charter  were  granted,  giving  the 
then  obtained  only  after  a  strict  examination,  Fdlowship  to  a  few  hundred  senior  members, 
it  is  evident  that  this  plan  will  have  the  ef-  in  regular  sucoesdon,  of  all  who  obtun  their 
feet  of  introdndug  into  the  profesnon  of  diplomas  before  the  1st  of  January,  1850, 
BUi|;ery  persons,  who,  from  position  and  ac-  and  enjoining  that,   after  that  date,  none 
quirements,  will  be  best  calculated  to  raise  shall  be  Fellows,  except  by  examination^  the 
its  respectability,  and  advance  its  knowledge ;  present  angry  feeling  of  the  members  would 
while  the  admisdon  of  members,  at  the  age  be  abated,  the  merits  of  the  charter  would 
of  twenty-one,  will  enable  those  who  do  not  be  acknowledged,  and  the  measure  wodd  at 
choose  to  continue  thdr  studies  to  a  more  least  recdve  that  cdm  and  dispassionate  in- 
protracted  period  to  settle,  and  pursue  the  vestigation  to  which  it  is  entitled, 
line  of  generd  practice  at  the  eariiest  pos-        I  have  no  selfish  object  in  offering  these 
sible  age.  remarks,  as  I  cannot  be  personaQy  affected 

The  charter  ddegatedto  the  council  power  by  any  arrangement  that  can  be  made  for 
to  appoint  a  certain  number  of  fellows  the  government  of  the  profbsdon,  and  I  have 
from  the  members  at  laiige,  to  form  an  im-  no  feeling  of  disappointment,  as  my  name 
mediate  constituency  for  the  purpose  of  appeared  in  the  first  list  of  Fdlows  of  the 
electing  three  additiond  members  of  council.  College;  as,  I  imagine,  from  my  standings 
It  is  perhaps  imposdble  to  arbitrarily  select,  would  have  been  the  case  if  the  plan  I  have 
for  elevation  and  distinction,  a  few  from  a  suggested  had  been  adopted.  I  have  reached 
large  community,  whose  privileges,  indivi-  the  period  of  life  that  renders  it  necessary 
dually,  are  equal,  without  the  remainder  for  me  to  retire  firom  active  profesdond  do- 
feeling  degraded  at  their  omission.  It  was,  ties ;  but,  nevertheless,  I  am  anxious  that 
tfierefore,  the  duty  of  the  Coundl  to  perform  the  present  exdtement  should  subdde ;  aod 
this  task  in  the  way  least  likely  \o  inflict  in-  in  the  hope  that  unanimity  will  soon  prevail 


'  HBIt£FOBJ>  MEMORIAL.  ^l 

amongit  all  dasset  of  the  profcnimi,  I  b^  HBREFORD  MEMORIAL. 

to  aabacribe  myaelf,  ttr,  .^.^^ 

Your  obedient  aerrant, 

Mkoiatoe.  To  the  St.  Horn,  Sir  Jamee  OraMam;  Bart. 


Her  Mi^eetp'e  Secretary  qf  State /^ 


THE  SURGEONS'  COLLEGE  OATH.  the  Borne  Department. 

_^  The  Memorial  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Citj 

iy>  the  SdUor^iftAe  Medical  GoMette.  ^      and  Coun^  of  Hereford. 

Shbwbth, — ^That  your  MemoriaiiBta*  Mem- 
^'^f  bera  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeona  of 
In  one  of  yonr  late  nnmbera  there  is  a  letter  £«*K^^»  rcaident  in  the  dty  and  county  of 
Bgn«d^.R.C.S.,  from  Liverpool,  on  the  Hereford,  in  oomphance  with  the  oath  they 
sabject  of  the  CoUege  of  Sai^eona' oath.  I  have  recenUy  taken,  on  being  admitted  mem- 
beg  leave  to  give  you  my  thoughU  upon  it.  J>«»  ot  the  college,  to  maintain  ita  digmty 
The  writer  apeaka  weU  of  the  inviolable  *^^  welfare  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 
obligation  of  the  oath  taken  by  all  admitted  feel  U  to  be  an  imperative  duty  respectf^y 
members,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  ^  <^  7°^  attention  to  the  u^ustioe  dis- 
considered ite  appUcation  to  the  Court  of  V^J^  ^  ^  «o^  o/  canying  out  the 
Examiners  and  Assistants,  as  he  haa  to  the  charter  recently  granted  to  the  Royal  Col- 
ordinary  members.    Certainly,  both  the  go-  l^e. 

▼emors    and  the  governed  are  under  the  ^^^  Memorialiste  cannot  but  feel,  that 

same  oath  respectively ;  and  if  the  one  party  **»  Council  of  the  Boyal  College  of  Surgeons 

is  to  be  tried  by  his  oath,  and  the  other  not,  ^  England  has  broken  faith  with  the  general 

that  ia  a  sure  way  of  bringing  an  oath  into  ^^7  ^  **»  members,  by  the  principle  of 

desecration  and  contempt.    Now  how  stands  election  to  the  newly  created  grade  of  the 

this  matter  at  the  Coll^  ?    The  member  Fellowship,  which  it  has  seen  fit  to  puisne. 

ewears,  among  other  things,  that  he  '*  will  FuU  power  was  given  to  the  Council  by  the 

«i^n»yin  the  dignity  and  wdftra  of  the  '^'^w  charter  to  carry  out  thfs  principle  in  a 

College,"  &c.,  including  all  '<  the  bye-laws  ^^f  which  would  not  have  interfered  with 

and  rules."    llien  let  it  be  remembered  that  existing  righte  snd  orivileges,  but  it  has  not 

this  oath  binds  him  still,  if  he  subseqnentiy  ^^^  ■<>  •  ''^^  further,   your  Memorialiste 

becomes  promoted  to  a  seat  in  the  court  of  consider  that  the  course  it  has  adopted  is  most 

the  CoUege ;  and  what  doea  his  oatii  require  injurious  and  degrading  to  the  overwhelm- 

him  to  do  when  he  gete  there  ?    See  the  "'S  majority  of  ite  memben,  and  utterly  at 

article,  *'  Righte  of  Members."    "  The  Col-  ▼ariance  with  thoee  principles  of  honour  and 

lege  wiU  at  all  timea  protect  and  defend  jostice  which  should  ever  distinguish  a  Royal 

every  member  thereof  who  shall  in  any  man-  College. 

ner  be  disturbed  or  interrupted  in  the  exer-  Yowr  Memorisliste  fully  reeognise  the 
■cise  of,  or  be  in  danger  of  losing  any,  of  the  ^^^  P^  merit  to  the  distinction  of  the  Fel- 
righte,  privil^es,  exemptions,  or  unmuni-  lowship,  but  this  principle  of  election  can 
ties,  to  which,  as  a  member  of  the  College,  on^J  *>•  i^^^J  earned  out  to  a  very  limited 
he  is  entitled."  If  the  spirit  of  this  article  extent,  and  when  it  is  thought  necessary  to 
had  been  faithfully  kept,  would  it  not  have  SO  beyond  this,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
prevented  the  present  commotions  in  the  ^^J  J^^  ^^^  '^  ^'^  ^  make  "  length  of 
profession  ?  Where  is  the  list  of  complain-  etanding  in  the  profession"  the  means  of  ad- 
ante  (agamst  aggressive  bretiiren)  who  hsve  minion  for  all  present  memben  to  tiie  Fel- 
been  reUeved  by  the  protection  and  inter-  Ip^'^P*  («'  <»ce,  if  they  have  attemed  Uie 
ference  of  the  College  ?  The  truth  is,  that  requisite  period,  or  as  they  req>ectively  do 
there  haa  been  no  violation  of  the  oath  by  ^*)  ""^ce  it  is  the  only  plan,  which,  from  ite 
memben  joining  the  National  AtffOffffHoft  of  ^^^  hdng  retrospective,  would  prove  satis- 
Genend  Pnctitionen.  The  great  minority  factory  to  the  memben  in  general,  and  re- 
•f  these,  when  they  took  tiie  oath,  belonged,  8"^  for  ^  CouncU  tiiat  perfect  confidence 
or  intended  belonging,  to  the  Apothecaries'  which  hss  been  so  much  shaken  by  n  depar- 
Sodety;  and  independentiy  of  the  proposed  tun  firom  it  in  the  teto  prooeedinp. 
annihilation  of  that  repreaentetive  head,  they  For  these  reaaona,  your  Messorialiste 
would  base  a  dvil  right  to  reorganise,  if  ex-  would  humbly  but  earnestiy  suggest  for  your 
pedient,  that  department  of  the  profession  considention,  the  propriety  of  advinng  Her 
under  «  new  name  and  system  witiurat  in  the  M^esty  to  grant  a  new  charter  to  the  Royal 
leaat  touching  their  oath  made  to  the  College  ^oUege  of  Surgeona  of  England,  or  to  ssno- 

of  Surgeons. ^I  am,  air,  ^>^  "^^  ^  modification  of  the  present  char- 

Your  obedient  servant,  ter  as  wiU  effectually  remove  the  iigustioe 

A  Pkactitionsb.  which  hss  been  thus  cast  upon  the  minority 

April  7i  lS4ft>  o'  ^  memben  of  the  college ;  or,  in  the 

—  event  of  ndther  of  these  plans  bring  deapfld 


Ut  RUnratB  OF  TUB  SniHBN. 


ff^^^i-,'^^,  yov  MemMhlifto  wmU  abo  thrauahroi   wu  ODMUid 

Kspeetfiilly  suggest  for  your  oomideretioii  nnmbar  wlio  liad  paised  tfitt  Ant 

the  propriety   of  adrising  Her  Majesty  to  ttan;  for  while  Ab  fomer  ««re  118, 

gnnl  A  sspaimte  Cbartar  of  Ineorporatioii  latter  were  176.      It  ia  highly   credit 

for  the  Geoeral  PraodtioBen,  as  a  meaaore  to.the  candidates  for  the  Jcgme  of  Doetorof 

then  essentiafiy  neeessary,  In  Ihto  opinion,  I^m99«i  ^^  4«««  ^  09l  k9^  •  m^ 

lor  tha  inffwtftnaT\?ft  of  thf9  ireUariB  and  pfos-  rejection. 

perity  of  this  fnost  ifiportant  cUaa  ^  the  In  presenting  a  rimOar  table  rdatif«  to 

prof^pssion.  the  rnrita  of  &e  examinations  by  the  Apo- 

(Signed  t>7  ^S  wemb^ra  of  the  Gonege,  thecariea'  Society,  we  do  not  intend  that 


whose  diplomas  date  from  1796  to  1843.]        any  comparison  slioald  be  drawn;  fbr, 

to  mentien  tlie  much  better  (i. «.  mnn  atriet 


15X4MINATIONS  AT  THE  UNIVEE,    ^^^^  SS^utl^^SSTt^  be 
«ITY  OP  LONDON  AND.  APO^  mnembei«l  liiat  the  Unif erstty  ia  of 


THECARIES'  HALL.  astablishmeBt,  and  its  degreea  oeofbr   no 

—  legal  pHvilegea.    Hm  eKaminaHoaa  of  the 

Tbb  following;  retorns  were  obtained  by  Mr.  ApotbMariea'  Sodety  extend  orer  a  period 

Christie,  i^e  member  for  Weymouth,  of  the  of  about  tfcdrty  yean.and  ItsAplomnia  wgaBy 

candidates  fbr  medical    degrees,  and    the  neeeasary  to  one  who  wishes  to  beeome,  in 

nnmber  who  hsTe  taken  such  degrees,  in  Eogland,  a  general  prabtilraner. 


medicine,  of  whom  176  passed;   and  Jll«         ^^5  .«>  AfiH- 
preseqtfid  themselves  at  Oie  second  exami-  ExaminQl       Passed.       R^^ected   c£t. 

nation  for  the  same  degrse,  of  whom  i06  Yotal  11.564  10.033  1.531 
paased.  J>ming  thp  same  period,  ^3  per-  *-"r  *'*»^^^  ^•"'^'i^  ^.'^•'^^ 
Sons  presented  themselnjs  fbr  the  degree  of  AveBsge  iWDaber  par «UMm, 

doctor  of  qiedlcine,  alj  of  whom  passe^.  '    «M  346  &3         U 

9he  number  of  colleges  in  connexion  with        iRie  rejecfions  amonnt  to  an  annnai  a^e- 

the  University  of  'London  appears  to  be  26,  rage,  Aerefore,  of  15  per  cent.    In  tbe  nam  - 

and  the  number  of  medical  sdiools  reco|;nised  ber  examined  are,  of  course,  compriaed  niarge 

Kr  the  said  University  (e](dwsiTe  of  -17  numberof  the  rejected  of  preceding  yean, 

depend^  lecturers)  to  ^3.  -  llie  Apothecaries'-Soeiety differs strHdngly 

Accordfaig  to  the  above  document,  o^  m  frcHn  thfHUniversity,  in  thefact,  that  they  bnve 

average  of  aix  years,  <.  e.  from  1899  to  1^44  gone  on  the  pemidons  system  of  perpcinsily 

ipclosive,  tiie  following  t«ble  will  represent  oentrdlHng  lecturers  as  to  the  number  of  lee- 

the  results  of  the  Uidversity  exan^nations.  tures,  and  pupQa  aa  to  .the  preciae  time  of 

SMWOoe^.    JPV«K«.    Bfilected 'Tjent.  JT^^J^^'^JJ^ 

IstExaoi'  268  176  »2  34  ^  "^'ST,  ™'''^8«  ™  the  candidate. 

adSmilS  106  \2  3  •nd  care  httle  where  he  obtaina  it. 

Fbr  ih9  degree  (fJheitir  <ffM9dieine.  RyPTURJE  OF  THE  SPLEEN. 

it  33  33  **  "  A       ■ 

^^  A  RQBuaT  man,  abont  40  yaara  oM,  vsae 

Tbas  the  degrse  of  Bachelor  of  iiedicine  ^gaged  in  a  saniBe  witb  another  of  tba 

baa  been  oooferred  on  106  candidates,  or  ■aaae  aiae,  juid  vece&ved  one  blow  frnn  tiM 

f«Uiar  more  than  17  per  annum ;   while  the  fiat  ^  hia  opponent  in  dw  left  hypodhon- 

dagvee  of  Dootor  of  If  edioine  has  been  ooUr  drifta  'agiqn ;  •the'4Minibata«ts  then  dendied 

Ibi^sd  an  .93  oandidates,  or  rather  more  tboA  teim  oter,  and  ao  equal  ware  thdr  etxer* 

6  per  annnm.    Tha  -vejeotions  -at  4be  first  lions  for  five  or  ten  minutes,  ihat  it  aeaoied 

«samiBBtioB amount  to  morethanone-thisd  of  doid>tf«l  which  would  come  off^vi^or.    M 

tbewholeofthosowbopTCsentedthemsiBlvas;  Ungih,  bosiever,    the  ettennth  af  J.  'W. 

It  the  second  sominination,  4o  one-tenth,  teamed  auddenly  to  fidl.}  .ha  tamed  pale^ 

ilUs  rssitlt  shows'that  the  oandidsitea-for  the  eteggtoad,   and   sunk   helpleBa  -wiaa  4he 

•eaoond  eaamination'  aw  a  superior  class  oif  ggmhnd,  ooasnbdning  of  nanfsa,  wintanae, 

«BeD :  the  firat*1ist  of  oandldsites  is,  4n  fhet,  and  pun  in  the  lefit  sade.    He  avaa  euried* 

40  ttse  a  tschttleal  tesm,  weeded.   «Ther6  ia  in  a  sinhtng  oondition,  n  jhdH  distance  to  n 

ipne  singular  dMumatabae  observable  with  honae,  where  bd  expired,  in  about  fifteen 

Mspeet  to  the  secmid  sxaminsftioti ;   <.  #.  minutes  after  the  termination  of  theconilict. 

ftbat'lhejiumbarbf  eandidataawhepreaented        On  dissection,   twenty-four  boura  after 


MilLFORMAVIOK  OF  THK  GBNITAL  OROAM.  M3 

demtli,  na  marin  of  Tioleiiee  w««  pbwrfeJI  tbetie   eonU  icnnely   be  ipid  to  be  way 
on  the  exterior.    The  eevity  of  the  perieer^  perineam.    A  ilight  umbilical  soar  waa  Tisible 
dium  contained  aWit  two  ouneei  of  effesed  low  down  in  the  hypogaBtric  region,  about 
temm.     In  other  respeeti  the  eontenti  of  an  inoh  and  a  half  to  the  right  of  the  urinar  j 
ttie   thorax  appeared  natural  {  but,  upon  orifiee.     There  was  no  traee  of  the  cerpofa 
butting  ttufougn  the  abdominal  parietea,  exit  eaTemoaa,  or  appearance  of  a  aorotum.  The 
was  giren  to  between  two  and  three  quarts  epididjmia  on  both  aideawaa  very  obaenrabfo, 
of  dark,  paitiaUy  coagulated  blood.    An  ex-  terminating  naturally  in  the  vaaa  deferentia, 
tended  indaion  brought  into  view  the  apleen,  which,  after  a  brief  course,  expanded  into 
enlarged  to  about  fire  timea  ita  natural  dt-  the  veaiculs  aeminalea,  and  there,  with  the 
menakma,  and  ao  aoft  in  texture  aa  to  be  prostate  gland,  were  attached  to  the  posterior 
easily  broken  down  under  alight  preasura  part  ofthe  conjoined  ureters.  Certain  minute 
from  a  finger.     Upon  ita  posterior  surface  orifices,  into  which  a  bristle  could  be  thrust, 
was  a  laomf ed  fissure  of  about  five  iocbea  appeared  near  the  mouth  of  the  urinary 
in  length,  extending  deep  into  the  centre  of  passage ;   and  these  seemed  to  have  given 
the  oigan.    It  was  evidently  from  the  di-  exit  to  the  aeminal  fluid.     The  1^  kidney 
Tided  blood-veaeeb  of  thia  toni  atructure  was  neariy  natural;  the peWia,  however,  waa 
that  internal  hemorrhage  had  taken  place  to  ipore  capacioua  than  uaual,  and  the  ureter 
such  an  extent  aa  to  cauae  immediate  death,  on  that  side  was  alightlv'increaaed  in  its 
The  ooroner'a  verdict  waa  aa  foUowa  :•»  calibre.     In  the  riffhi  sdney,  l^e  cortieal 
**  Death  from    lacerated   diaeaaed  apleen,  substance  had  disappeared,  and  the  oigan 
caused  by  a  blow,  falT,  or  ^ver-exertion,  presented  the  appearance  of  a  globular  mem- 
while  engaged  in   a  eeutle  with  B.   R."  branoua  bag,  the  aides  of  which,  as  well  as 
B.  R.  was  tried  for  manslaugfater,  and  ac-  thoae  of  the  corresponding  ureter,  were  thick, 
quitted,  by  the  Circuit  Court.*' — J>r.  Her'-  firm,  and  condensed  in  their  atructure.     The 
riek,mIUinoitMed,Jomn.;9ndAmerieam  righi  ureter  waa  twdve  or  fourteen  lines 
Journal  qf  the  Medieql  Seienoet,  in  diameter.    About  an  inch  and  a  half  firom 

■     .  ita  termination  on  fht  aurfhce  of  ^e  abdomen 

MALFORMATION  OF  TH|;  GENITAL  **  ^s  contracted  ao  aa  to  perform  the  office 

nnPANfi  efavahre.    Muscidar  fibres  could  be  traced 

vnuAii«.  ^  ^jjj^  portion  of  the  ureter.     Though  the 

XMTtu  ABSBNCs  OF  TW  vmiNAAT  ijrfne  had  contlnuaUy  dribbled  away  from 

BX.AJ>OKB  IN  A  UKV.  the  uufortunate  patient,  he  declared  he  was 

Dm,  D.  Boss  Lbitgb  hi^  an  opportnniiy  •^^^  **>  **P«*  **  ^^^n  ^^^  ^  *™«  »  «»- 

of  examining  a  aingular  eaae  of  malformation  rideraUe  quantitiea :  there  ia  Kttle  veaaon  to 

of  the  above  nature  in  the  person  of  a  man,  *»!>*  the  atatement,  for  the  tight  kidney 

Mt.  39.    The  man  died  alter  fracture  of  the  •>'^  ureter  were  found  after  death  filled  with 

femur  extending  into  the  knee-joint.     The  Wine.     Dr.  L.  tlfinka  it  probable  that  the 

body  waa  slight  and  effeminate ;    thore  were  water  whldi  conthniaUy  tridded  from  the 

beaidand  whiskers,  but  only  a  few  acattered  orifice  came  altogether,  or  in  great  part,  from 

hairs  on  the  pabea.      Hia  .voice  had  hern  ^  ^  kidney,  there  being  nothuMi  in  the 

weak,  and  rather  shrill.     There  was  no  ap-  eorreaponding  ureter  to  obatmct  ita  flow, 

pearance  whatever  of  a  penis.     The  man  but  thatthevflesaMbe  lower  yartof  the  Hyy 

declared  .that  he  had  onoe  poaseaaed  some-  "•*«  enabled  Wm,  to  letaia  Ihe  urine  in 

thing  of  the  kind,  but  nothing  remahied  to  ^^^  dlatsnded   oatal,    and  the  capasions 

corroborate  the  statement.     Aa  hi  the  caae  P«*^  ^  ^  kidney,  «oir  some  time,  and 

of   Ui^imora's   boy,  refierred  to  by  Dr.  that,  by   the  preaaure  of  ftp  abdominal 

Duncan  hi  «he  first  number  of  the  Medical  mvadea,  the  mecahrane  a*  iiavalvnkr  portion 

and  Surgical  Journal,  "  all  was  entire  and  «^  •<>  ftr  overobmeea  to  permie  the  dis- 

smooth,"  from  the  orifice  of  the  uretera  AwTie  of  the  oqlleeted  finM.     It  seeaaedto 

to  the  anus.     The  teatides  were  amall  but  ^i*-  Leitch  a  very  oorioua  and  admlnible 

aatonl,  rimikr  to  ^e  casea  menUoned  by  la«taaoe  of  the  hi^Bnll^  of  9atare  u  earn- 

Deaaanlt,  Knox,  and  othen, ;  they  were  con-  C°*'***S  original  defioiency  of  sivuiiure. 

tabled  in  fidds  of  •«**  near  the  pubes.     Aa  "MM  «<m  "Ot  the  attghtsSt  trace  whatever 

ii  afanest  udveieal  mtheae  mal-oonforma-  ^  the  ui%iary  bladder,   but   the  ueetera 

tiona,  ^  bonea  of  the  pubea  were  separated  terminated  at  their  point  of  junction  on  the 

to  a  conaidereblB  diatance  from  each  other,  ^^^  abovethe  pubea.    n^n  waa  abundant 

fke  interval  bemg  filled  up  by  a  broad  atrong  proof  that  the  man  had  poaaeaaed  the  aeaual 

Bgament;  symphysis  and  deaoending  rami  •PP<*i^     It  is  elso  menlfoned  that  f!he 

Of  ^e  pubea  were  wanting.     By  separating  bannahad  been  three  aeparato  anddiatfnct 

the  aoelriMk   mid   tUgha    to   a   greater  tisaes  prodaimed  at   tjm  pariah  ehitfdi. 


diit^pce  than  usual,  thia  had  rendered  the  batwean  Ifim  and  a  miamaa  who  waa  attached 

man'a  walk  leaa  firm  than  common,  and  to  him. — LtmtUm  and  JUM^^Jk  Mmikfy- 

produced  a  rolling  of  the  body  from  aide  to  fo«feuil»  DBhruaiy. 
Ada.  Ihcanuawsathrownaofarfofwardathat  ***'^ 
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SEPARATION  OP  THE  CERVIX 
UTERI  IN  PARTURITION. 

I>a.  A.  Davis,  of  Newry,  attended  a 
woman  Kt.  46,  of  low  stature  and  rather 
corpnlenti  in  labour  of  her  fourth  child  ; 
her  eldest  and  her  3rounge8t  child  being  still 
liTing.  Tlie  labour  was  protracted,  the  uteri 
being  very  thick,  and  diUting  very  slowly  to 
the  sise  of  a  crown  piece.  (>i  the  third  day 
it  was  considered,  from  examination  with  a 
stethoscope,  that  the  child  was  dead.  Anodyne 
enemata  were  prescribed ;  the  pains  continued, 
but  diminishing  in  strength,  until  the 
morning  of  the  fourth  day,  when  a  transverse 
rent,  of  about  two  inches  in  the  cenriz  uteri 
anteriorly,  was  discovered.  It  was  now 
determined  to  use  the  perforator,  previous 
to  which  Dr.  Davis  divided  the  separated 
portion  of  the  ot  uteri  longitudinally,  gave  a 
dbee  of  infusion  of  ergot  of  rye ;  and,  after 
some  time,  extracted  a  large  female  child. 
The  placenta  was  shortly  after  removed  with 
little  difficulty.  She  bore  the  operation  very 
well,  and  soon  after  went  to  sleep.  For  a 
few  days  subsequently  the  patient  suffered 
from  swelling  of  the  abdomen,  and  from 
slight  bronchitis.  On  the  sixth  day  after 
delivery  the  separated  portion  of  the  oa 
uteri,  which  was  very  much  enlarged, 
sloughed  off.  Dr.  Davis  thinks  tfiat  two^ 
thirds  of  the  os  uteri  came  away.  From 
this  time  her  convaksoence  was  rmpid."— 
JhidUn  Medical  Preu,  Jan.  15, 1845. 

[We  should  scarcely  have  ventured,  with 
Dr.  Davis,  to  administer  the  ergot  in  a  case 
where  any  part  of  the  uterus  had  suffered 
rapture;  still  the  practice,  in  this  instance, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  attended  with 
ill  consequences. — Ed.  Gaz.] 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
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J.  Coventry's  Remarks 
<m  Dietetics,  Medicine,  &c;  Bftr.  H.  N. 
Shaw;  Prise  Clinical  Reports  of  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  Birmingham }  Dr.  Blackmore  ; 
Dr,  Letfaeby;  Dr.  R.  H.  Allnatt;  BIr. 
George  Fadley ;  Thomas  Tajior. 

A  proof  shall  be  forwarded  to  Dr.  Ritchie 
as  usnaL  His  papers  will  probably  be  re- 
served for  the  New  Series. 

We  shall  be -glad  to  avail  onrsrhres  of  Bfr. 
Eridisen's  offer :  his  eonftrUmtioos  will  be 
■nnounoed  with  those  of  other  oontribators. 

We  refer  Mr.  G.  M.  Davis  to  oar  lesdiog 
nrtide. 

Dr.  Rowland's  paper  is  in  type,  snd  will 
have  eariy  nseition* 

We  regret  that,  owing  to  the  press  of 
mstter,  we  have  not  been  able  to  lind  room 
for  many  interesting  communications ;  they 
win  be  inserted  as  soon  ss  the  state  of  our 
oolnnms  will  permit. 

Much  credit  is  doe  to  Dr.  Oipen  for  his 
ingnioQS  ioggestionB  respecting  anstonioal 


nomendatore,  but  we  do  not  ttsnk 
publication  of  his  Essay  in  oor 
be  attended  with  any  practicai 

Dr.  Marsh. — In  the  New  Series 
sent  sise  of  the  Mjeoical  Gas 
preserved :  tftiere  will  be  an 
her  of  pages,  and  die  stamped 
be  transmissible  by  post,  like 
medicsl  journals. 


MORTALITY  or  tbb  METROPOUS. 

Dtaiha  fritm  all  tamei  rtgirtered  as  tht 
week  ending  Saturday,  Aprii  5. 

AllCausbs 

Spbcifibd  Cavsbs. 
L— Zymotic 

ContagioQS)  Disease^  Itt; 
which,  of— 

Small  Pbx sp 

Measica  i? 

ScailatiBa ii 

UooplBg  Cough ■ 

Croup T 

Thrash    I 

DiarrtHsa c 

"Op^Xtrf 1 

Cholera   s 

Influema i 

IL— Drom,  ciiiieer,*aiMl  otiiier*DisHaee 
of  uncertain  or  variable  Seat*  llS; 
among  wM^  <rf— 

HieuioiiliBge. •.••..•..••••..      s 

I^opsy .....••..    Si 

Scroltala i 

Gsncer is 

Atrophy 13 

Debimy is 

SuddeuDeatha a 

ni.— Diseases  of  the  Bnin,  Spinal  Manvv, 
Nerves,  and  flHnsfej  16B:  aHMnff 
wfaich,of—  " 

Hydroeephatos at 

ApoDtopr « 

Paralyaia «....    tt 

Convulsioas sr 

Insanity i 

Delirium  Tremens i 

IV.— Diseases  of  the  Lungs,  and  of  tke 
other  Organs  of  BceptrBtien»aots 
among  which^  of 

Pneumonia M 

Hydrothoiax f 

Arthma b 

Ihthisis or Gonsvmption  ....  us 
Diseases  of  the  Lang9,ac....    tf 
v.— Diseases  of  Heart  and  Btoed-vaaaria    41 
VI.— Dlseasea  of  the  Stomach,  Uvar,  miA 
other  Organs  of  Digasiioi^  9H  j 
among  wmch,  of— 

Teething tt 

GastritiB s 

Enteritia y 

TUbes  r 

Hernia • 

Disease  of  Stomach,  teu s 

Disease  of  Uvcr,te. » 

vn.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  Ac n 

VlU.-Oiildbirth,  Diseaaes  of  the  Ulm, 
ftclS:  among  which,  of— 

ChihlMrth «    m 

Disease  of  Utcrna...... % 

IX.— Rheamatism,  Diseases  of  the  BesMa, 

Joints,  ftc y 

X.— DtseaaeBof8khi,Cdtakrlfana»*B.      t 

XI.-OklAge .7777... „    em 

XU.— Violence.  PriVBtiOB,  Cold,ai^  ] 
peraaoe 
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80MB  OBSERVATIONS  affected^  and  is  in  a  constant  state  of  spasm. 

The  jaw  is  completely  closed,  and  the  teeth 

are  usuallj  pemuuiezitly  fixed  one  agaiost 

TETANUS,  OR  LOCKED   JAW,  AND  the  other.     It  is  impossible  to  open  the 

ITS  TREATMENT.  month ;  the  patient  may  use  all  his  efforts, 

nnr^c  ^^^  ^^  power  is  totally  gone.     In  fact,  to 

By  R.  A.  Stafford,  F.RX.&.  ^^  ^he  ezpressire  English  phrase,  he  has 

Suif^eon  Rxtraordinary  to  his  H.R.H.  the  Duke  "  the  locked  jaw."      In  opisthotonos,  the 

of  Cambridge,  and  Surgeon  to  the  St.  gpine  is  corred  backwards,  like  a  bow,  but 

Marylebone  InlTnnary.  ^^  y^^  ^  ^^  permanenUy  fixed  in  this 

{For  the  London  MedieeU  Qazetie.)  position,  as  the  jaw  is  in  trismus ;  for  there 

^_^  are  frequent  paroxysms  of  spasm  of  the 

muscles  of  the  bade,  temporarily  increasing 
Of  all  diseases  yet  known,  there  is  perhaps  the  curve.  In  emprosthotonos,  the  body  is 
.  no  one  the  causes  of  which  we  have  less  clear  curved  forwards,  attended  with  spasm,  but, 
evidence  than  of  tetanus.  Much  difference  according  to  my  opinion,  it  does  not  so  fre- 
of  opinion,  therefore,  has  arisen  with  regard  quently  take  place  as  the  other  symptoms, 
to  its  treatment.  Some  have  couceiYcd  that  In  pleurosthotonos  the  body  is  curved  either 
sedatives  are  the  only  remedies  to  be  relied  09  one  side  or  the  other, 
on,  while  others  on  the  contrary  have  rather  Traumatic  tetanus  mostly  occurs  after 
chosen  purgatives, — the  exhibition  of  mer-  lacerated  or  contused  wounds,  and  more 
cury  to  salivation, — the  abstraction  of  blood  particularly  those  of  the  tendons.  Eight 
t5  a  large  amount ;  with  the  addition  of  days  is  the  period  after  an  accident  of  this 
various  other  remedies  too  numerous  at  description  upon  which  it  is  said  usually  to 
present  to  mention.  The  opinions,  even  make  its  appearance,  but  it  is  quite  uncer- 
yet,  being  at  variance  as  to  the  nature  and  tain,  for  instances  have  been  adduced  where 
treatment  of  this  disease,  I  am  induced,  it  has  shown  itself  much  earlier ;  in  some 
having  seen  in  my  practice  a  few  cases,  to  instanoes  it  has  been  known  to  occur  even 
offer  some  observations  upon  it.  in  a  few  hours.  The  first  symptoms  atten- 
Those  who  have  written  systematically  on  dant  upon  it  are  a  stiffness  at  the  root  of  the 
tetannSfhavedistinguisheditby  two  epithets;  to&gue,  and  of  the  muscles  of  the  hinder 
that  originating  from  wounds  they  have  part  of  the  neck,  which  become  rigid,  and 
called  traumatic,  and  that  produced  from  the  cervical  vertebrae  are  rather  drawn  back- 
cold,  or  any  other  cause,  idiopathic.  They  wards.  From  this  time  the  muscles  of  the 
also  have  made  other  divisions  of  it,  accord-  jaw  gradually  contract,  the  teeth  being 
ing  to  the  particular  parts  of  the  body  which  closed,  or  nearly  so,  and  there  is  generaPy 
are  affected  by  it.  Where  only  the  muscles  of  great  difficulty  of  articulation  and  degluti- 
the  jaw  are  affected,  they  have  given  it  the  tion.  The  next  symptoms  are,  either  a 
term  of  trismus ;  when  the  muscles  of  the  back,  stiffness  of  the  muscles  of  the  back,  or  of  the 
drawing  it  backwards,  opisthotonos;  and  abdomen,  generally  of  the  former;  and 
when  the  body  is  drawn  forwards,  empros-  last  of  all,  the  whole  body  is  affected  by 
thotonos;  and  when  to  either  side,  pleuros-  violent  and  repeated  spasms,  which  come  on 
thotonos.  These  distinctions,  as  far  as  they  in  paroxysms,  in  one  of  which  the  existence 
go,  are  very  good,  but  they  do  not  explain  of  the  patient  is  terminated.  Added  to 
to  us  any  method  of  treatment  by  which  we  these,  the  bowels  are  very  inactive ;  the 
can  relieve  it.  faeces  when  voided  are  of  an  unnatural  co- 
in trismus,  the  masseter  muscle  is  chiefly  lour,  being,  as  Mr.  Abernethy  used  to  say, 

908.— XXXV.  3  L 


950 


SOME  OBSEEYATIONS  ON 


termed  afaohnitia  3  that  is  to  aaf,  according 
to  the  tiew  M.  OUivier  takes  of  the  diaease. 
I  have  but  little  doubt  that  what  he  has 
termed  anchnitis  spinalia  is  the  same  as  we 
term  idiopathic  tetanus.  The  only  difference 
I  can  see  is,  that  in  true  tetanas  there  are 
regular  stages  of  the  diseBae-~trismus  first, 
opisthotonos,  &c.  s  while  in  arachnitis  the 
dlKsse  originates  at  any  portion  of  the 
medulla  spinalis. 

Ca8b  III.— a  man  was  admitted  mto  the 
St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  who  gare  the  fol- 
lowing history  of  himself :— Two  days  pre- 
Tiously  he  had  been  lying  on  his  back  on 
the  damp  grass,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
sun  was  extremely  hot.  In  the  evening  of 
that  day  he  felt  himself  very  unwell,  and 
went  to  bed  early.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing he  found  the  muscles  of  the  back,  and 
on  the  posterior  part  of  the  neck,  very  stiff. 
Hie  symptoms  gradually  increased  until  the 
day  he  was  admitted  into  the  Infirmary, 
when  he  was  in  the  following  state.  He 
had  pain  in  the  whole  course  of  the  spine ; 
bis  pulse  was  about  100,  rather  full  and 
hard ;  the  skin  hot  and  dry ;  the  tongue 
coated  with  a  brown  fur ;  he  felt  great  thirst, 
and  his  bowels  were  costiTe ;  the  muscles  of 
the  back  and  neck  were  rigid,  and  the  whole 
spine  was  fixedly  curved  backwards.  He 
was  bled  to  syncope,  and  ordered  five  grains 
of  calomel  and  twelve  of  jalap  to  be  taken 
immediately.  In  the  evening  trismus  came 
on,  and  he  was  seized  with  paroxysms  of 
spasm;  these  continued  all  night,  being 
unallayed  by  opium,  and  on  the  foUowing 
day  he  died. 

Poti-mortem. — On  opening  the  spinri 
canal  it  was  found  that  the  arachnoid  mem- 
brane was  in  some  places  reddened,  and  in 
others  opaque;  there  was  a  deposition  of 
lymph,  of  a  tough  consistenoe  and  a  yellow- 
ish colour,  on  its  whole  surfiuse ;  and  in  the 
centre  of  tbe  dorsal  region,'  about  three 
inches  in  extent,  blood,  which  was  dark- 
coloured  and  coagulated,  was  effused.  The 
whole  canal  between  the  arachnoid  membrane 
and  pia  mater  vras  filled  with  serum,  opaque, 
and  of  a  reddish  hue,  having  been  tinged  by 
extravasated  blood.  Nothing  remarkable 
was  observed  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 
The  symptoms  and  morbid  appearances 
of  the  following  case  very  much  resembled 
those  of  hydrophobia. 

Cask  IV. — On  Nov.  lOtb,  1844,  Thomas 
Smith,  set.  14,  was  admitted  into  the  St. 
Marylebone  Infirmary  with  an  injury  of  the 
great  toe  of  the  left  foot,  which  had  occurred 
four  days  previously,  owing  to  a  fieill  from  a 
horse.  There  was  a  deep  cut  immediately 
over  the  first  joint,  and  the  part  was  greatly 
swollen,  and  looking  red.  Leeches  and 
poultices  were  applied,  and  the  wound  ap- 
peared to  be  going  on  well,  when,  on  the 
seventh  day,  he  complained  of  stiffness  of 


the  neek,  whicb  he  ascribed  to  a  cold.  On 
the  following  mormng  his  mouth  beeame 
quite  closed,  and  trismus  was  complete, 
with  a  bending  backwarda  of  the  cervical 
vertebrae.  He  could  speak  distinctly,  al- 
though his  mouth  was  firmly  shut,  but  he 
could  not  swallow,  fbr  vrhen  an  attempt  was 
made  even  with  a  tea-spoon  to  feed  him 
with  milk,  it  was  convulsively  thrown  back, 
aa  in  hydrophobia ;  and  he  had  a  dread  of 
fluids,  endeavouring  by  hia  hands  to  prevent 
the  nurse  firom  attempting  to  pour  titem 
down  his  throat,  and  if  perdated  in  it  iame- 
diately  caused  convulsions.  His  pulse  vras 
feeble,  and  at  140  ;  and  there  waa  a  prolnae 
sweat  on  the  face. 

An  incisum  wss  made  into  the  erysipe- 
latous aweUing  around  the  wound,  and  blood 
and  pus  escaiMd.    He  was  ordered-^ 

Six  leeches  to  be  applied  as  near  aa  poaal- 
ble  at  the  entrance  of  the  spinal  chord, 
through  the  foramen  magnum  into  the 
brain ;  and  the  extract  of  beUadonna 
to  be  rubbed  along  the  whole  course  of 
the  cervical  vertebm,  and  to  be  fre- 
quently repeated.  Also,  a  clyster 
containing  spirit  of  turpentine  and 
castor- oil  of  each  half  an  ounce,  and 
forty  minims  of  tincture  of  opium. 

R  Hydr.  Submur.  gr.  ij. ;  Pulv.  Jalap, 
gr.  vi.  M.  it.  P^viSy  in  melle  tertiia 
horis  sumendus. 

R  Unct.  Canabis  Ind.  ttlu. ;  Mist. 
Camphora,  iy ;  M.  ft  Hauatus  aextis 
horis  sumendus. 

None  of  these  medicines  could  be  swal- 
lowed. 

He  gradually  got  worse,  but  the  oonvul- 
slons  were  most  severe.  He  was  ordered  a 
turpentine  fomentation  to  the  abdomen,  and 

{L  Acid.  Hydrocyanid,  HI  ij.  I  Sol.  Mor- 
phia Bicar.  Itixxx  ;  Mist.  Camph.  ^. 
M.  ft.  Hanstos,  atatem  sumendus  et  le- 
petatnr  quartia  horis. 

'Rub  draught  was  oonyulsivdy  rgected. 
The  breathing  now  became  very  difficult, 
and  in  twentv  hours  from  the  time  he  was 
first  attacked  he  expired. 

Poti-mortem. — ^Nothing  remarkable  in 
the  brain  itself,  but  the  base  of  the  cere- 
bellum, the  tuber  annulare,  and  the  medulla 
oblongaia,  were  much  redder  than  natural. 
The  spinal  chord  also,  along  the  cervical  veir- 
tebrs,  waa  redder  than  it  ought  to  be,  but 
the  rest  of  the  medulla  healthy.  The  arach- 
noid  membrane  of  the  base  of  the  brain  and 
spinal  chord  in  the  cervical  portion  injected 
with  blood.  There  was  inflammation  of  the 
trachea,  of  the  larynx,  and  pharynx. 

These  cases,  together  with  otiiere  I  have 
seen,  without  taking  notes,  lead'  me  to 
think  that  the  motor  track  of  the  medulla 
oblongata,  and  spinal  chord,  ore  affected  in 
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» 

the  spaim  of  the  nmscles  arofle  more  from  which   nearly   correspond   with   those    of 

weakness  than  too  much  power.    The  ^ery  tetanns,  we  know  that  it  is  caused  by  a  oer- 

opposite  occurs  in  tetanus  to  that  whi<^  tain  morbid  virus  from  the  bite  of  a  rabid 

takes  place  in  chorea.    There  is  a  confirmed  dog,  which  becomes  absorbed  into  the  dr- 

spasm  in  the  one,  while  in  the  other  it  is  culation.    In  many  cases  of  this  disease 

wnoertain  and  unfixed,— a  spasm  more  of  the  absorbents  can  be  seen  in  red  lines  in  a 

weakness  than  streng:th.    Perhaps  the  ner*  state  of  inflammation.    Mr.  Abemethy,  I 

youa  influence  to  one  set  of  muscles  is  not  remember,  used,  in  his  lectures,  to  speak  of 

as  strong  as  to  the  other,  whereby  their  a  remarkable  instance— to    hear  so  great 

equilibrium  is  lost,  and  the  balance  of  power  a  man  rekte  a  case  was  of  the  dei^>est 

between  the  two  is  uneijual.    The  treatment  interest.    A  man  had  been  bitten  in  the 

of  chorea  proves  to  us  that  the  disease  arises  hand  by  a  mad  dog,  and  Mr.  A<  watched 

from  want  of  tone.  tibe  case.    The  absorbents  gradually  became 

In  addition  to  the  diMoveries  of  the  late  inflamed  in  red  lines  up  to  the  azUla.  A 
Sir  Charles  Bell,  Dr.  Marsfaoll  Hall  has  basin  of  water  was  tiien  shown  to  the 
thrown  considerable  light  on  the  functions  patient,  at  which  he  expressed  the  grefitest 
of  the  medulla  spinalis.  He  considers  there  horror.  His  horror  of  fluids  continued ;  he 
is  a  reflex  function  in  the  spinal  chord  was  convulsed  at  seeiDg  them,  and  was 
and  its  nerves,  and  in  the  parts  they  never  able  to  swallow.  He  died  in  three  or 
supply — that  is  to  say,  quoting  his  own  fbur  days  afterwards.  In  some  cases,  how- 
words,  **  it  acts  in  direct  lines  along  ever,  the  absorbents  are  not  seen  to  be  in- 
the  spinal  marrow,  and  from  the  trunks  to  flamed,  and  the  disease  does  not  show  itself 
thebranchesof  nerves,  and  from  the  muscles  until  months  afterwards.  Whilst  I  was 
they  supply ;"  and  also,  "  it  acts  in  reflex  house-surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
directions  to  and  from  the  spinal  marrow;  pital  the  following  case  occurred  :— 
that  is,  from  peripheral,  cutaneous,  and  A  boy  was  bitten  by  a  dog  that  was  sup- 
mucous  surfaces,  through  the  spinal  mar-  posed  to  be  mad,  and  it  was  killed.  The 
row,  to  the  coordinate  muscles,  according  to  wound  healed,  and  nothing  more  was  thought 
a  newly  discovered  law  ',"  also,  **  it  acts  in  of  it.  In  six  months  afterwards,  however, 
a  retrograde  direction  along  the  spinal  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  came  on.  He 
marrow :"  but  for  more  informatioo  on  this  had  the  greatest  horror  of  water,  and  was 
subject,  I  beg  to  refer  my  readers  to  Dr.  convulsed  in  the  most  violent  manner  if  any 
M.  Hall's  Memoirs,  in  the  Royal  Medical  attempt  was  made  to  make  him  swallow ; 
and  Chiruigical  Transactions,  Vols.  lY.  V.  he  was  thrown  into  convulsions  even  if  a 
and  VI.,  2d  series.  mirror  was  shown  him.    He  died  with  all 

That  in  tetanus  there  is  a  reflected  irrita-  the  symptoms  of  tetanus,  opisthotonos  being 

tion  there  can  be  but  little  doubt ;    for  complete.     In  hydrophobia  we  know  thut 

instance,  a  boy  receives  an  injury  on  the  tetanic  symptoms  sre  produced  by  a  morbid 

first  joint  of  the  great  toe,  as  in  Csse  IV.  poison  being  absorbed  into  the  circulation. 

In  seven  days  trismus  supervenes.    Here  In  tetanus  we  have  no  evidence  of  this ;  at 

we  see  that,  from  the  most  remote  extremity,  the  same  time,  however,  there  is  a  possi- 

the  medulla  oblongata  becomes  first  affected,  biUty  that  a  wound  of  certain  parts  may 

and  produces  a  permanent  spasm  of  the  seerete  such  virus  that  may  be  absorbed 

masseter  muscle,  so  as  to  firmly  and  com-  back  into  the  drcolation,  and  produce  it.    I 

pletely  close  the  month.     It  would  have  am  led  to  think  this  possible,  because  we 

Dcen  natural,  the  injury  occurring  in  the  frequently  see  inflammation  of  the  absorbents 

fbot,  to  suppose  that  the  lower  part  of  the  fh>m  irritable  ulcers;  it  is  called  irritation, 

spinal  choitl  would  have  beeo  first  affected ;  but  I  very  much  doubt  whether  the  ulcer 

instead  of  which,  that  part  which  is  farthest  does  not  secrete  a  morbid  or  acrid  matter, 

from  the  seat   of  irritation   suffers,    and  which  is  taken  up  by  the  absorbents,  causing 

causes  spasm  of   those  mnsdes  which  it  their  inflammation,  and  that  of  the  glands 

governs ;    consequently,  the  impression  of  connected  with  them.    We  know  this  to  be 

the  reflected  irritation  most  have   passed  the  csse  in  syphilis,  in  dissection-wounds, 

through  the  whole  course  of  the  spinal  chord,  &c.,— -there  is  a  positive  virus  absorbed.  I  am 

before  it  reached  the  medulla  oblongata,  to  not  certain,  tlierefbre,  whether  some  sores  do 

have  produced  its  morbid  functions.     It  is  notsecrote  an  acrid  matter,  which  sometimes 

a  remarkable  fact,  that  in  true  tetanus,  from  u  taken  up  by  the  ab8orl>ents;  and  although 

whatever  part  of  the  body  the  injury  or  it  may  not  be  a  specific  poison,  yet,  firom  its 

irritation    may  be,  that    trismus    is    first  irritating  quality,  it  canse»  inflammation, 

induced,  and  so  on  downwards,  gradually  and  even  abseess,  in  the  glan  dalFected  by  it. 

giving    rise    to    opisthotonos,    emprostho-  But  if  such  shwdd  be  the  csse  in  tetanus, 

tones,  &c.  and  it  is  so  in  hydrophobia,  the  matter 

In  all  the  researches  in  tetanus  the  ab-  secreted  and  absorbed  must  be  of  so  subtle 

sorbent  system  appears  to  have  been  over-  a  nature  that  it  even  does  not  cause  inflam- 

lookcd.     In  hydrophobia,  the  symptoms  of  mation  of  the  absorbents  as  it  passes  through 
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their  tabes  or  canals.    That  tetanus  can  be  pia  mater  were  in  the  lame  atate,  and  the 

produced  by  certain  poisons  is  a  well-known  vessels  of  the  substance  of  the  brain  itaelf 

fact ;    for  instanoot  strychnine  will  produce  were  tinged  with  blood.    The  appearance  of 

it.     Mr.  Curling,  after  ''  the  di?ision  of  the  the  theca  vertebralis  also  corresponded  with 

medulla  in  the  dorsal  region  of  a  rabbit,  the  dura  mater,  and  there  was  connderable 

inserted  this  poison  in  a  wound  on  one  of  effusion  under  it,  and  along  the  whole  coarse 

the  bind  legs,  and,  in  the  struggles  which  of  the  canal  of  the  spine — so  much  so  that 

preceded  death,  saw  all  the  four  extremities  on  remonng  the  brain  a  great  qnantify  of 

thrown  into  spasm."     He  quotes  Professor  serum  flowed  from  the  foramen  magnum. 

Emmert,  of  Byrne,  who  saw  the  same  thing  The  vessels  of  the  spinal  chord  itaelf,  and 

from  strychnine,  and  also  found  that  the  the  membranes  which  immediately  surroimd 

false  bark  of  Angostura  wood  would  pro*  it,  were  in  Uke  manner  injected  with  blood, 

duce  universal  tetanus  if  either  administered  The  dure  mater  was  extremely  turgid,  and 

internally,  or  introduced  into  a  wound.  the    arachnoid    membrane  and  pia    mater 

In  the  work  of  Mr.  Blizard  Curling — a  highly  inflamed,  with  deposits  of  lymph  upon 

work  of  great  labour  and  deep  researoh,  of  their  surfaces.    The  intestines,  also,  were 

the  liighest  talent,  and  containing  all  the  loaded  with  fecal  matter,  and  had  an  inflan&- 

literature  of  this  disease — ^it  appeare  that  matory  appearance  throughout  their  whole 

every  means  have  been  taken  to  discover  the  course.     In  the  following  case  much  the 

cause  of  tetanus.    The  nerves  of  the  injured  same  appearances  in  the  spinal  diord  pre- 

pait  have  been  dissected,  and  they  usually  sented  thensselves. 

have  been  found  inflamed  and  swollen  ;  they  Cask  I. — S.nSr.,  set.  14,  was  burnt  on 
have  been  traced,  also,  in  some  instances,  the  buttocks,  back  part  of  both  thi^,  and 
up  to  the  spinal  chord,  and  sometimes  along  penis  and  scrotum,  by  his  clothes  taking 
the  nerves  connected  with  the  wound ;  the  fire  while  attending  a  brick-kiln.  The 
influnmation  haa  extended,  either  in  the  injury  waa  so  severe  as  to  produce  the  death 
substance  of  the  nerve,  or  along  its  sheath,  of  the  integument  hr  beneath  the  skin  over 
continuously,  or  in  patdies,  up  to  the  spinci  the  greater  part  of  that  surface.  Considerable 
The  general  opinion  of  those  who  have  made  coldness  and  collapse  took  place  immediatel  j 
these  dissections  is,  that  the  nerves  of  the  after  the  accident,  from  the  effects  of  which 
wounded  part  are  more  or  leas  inflamed.  M.  he  was  rescued  by  warmth,  brandy,  and  a 
Pelletier  is  of  opinion  that  in  all  cases  of  large  dose  of  opium.  Sufficient  purgativea 
tetanus  the  neurilema  of  the  nerves  going  were  administered  as  soon  as  might  be ;  at 
from  the  injured  part  is  inflamed,  and  ex-  first,  saturnine  lotion,  warm,  and  afterwarda 
tends  on  through  their  course  to  the  medulla  turpentine  liniment,  were  applied  to  the 
spinalis  and  its  membranes,  and  he  has  wounds.  He  did  not  complain  of  extra- 
adduced  a  few  ca^ea  to  prove  this.  Such  ordinary  pain  for  some  days,  nor  was  there 
opinions  would  be  more  tenable  if  th^e  much  excitement;  a  good  deal  of  suppu- 
appearances  invariably  occurred,  but  in  some  rative  action,  and  some  granvdations,  arose, 
cases  no  morbid  change  whatever  of  the  and  the  discharge  was  copious  and  healthy, 
nerves  has  taken  place.  On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  May,  he 

Hie  brain  has  been  minutely  examined,  complained  of  some  difficulty  of  swallowing, 

but  nothing  more  than  a  general  turgescence  and  consderable  tightness   and   spasmodic 

of  that  ofgan  and  its  membranes  can  be  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  left  side 

found,  and  frequently  also  engorgement  of  of  the  neck ;  he  was  able  to  swallow  then 

blood  in  its  sinuses.    The  medi^  oblongata,  nearly  as  much  as  usual.     Pul&e  80  ;  bowels 

and    the    spinal    chord,    have    undergone  open ;  tongue  fool,  and  rather  dry ;   pain  of 

minute  research,  and  upon  the  morbid  ap-  the  wound  kept  him  from  sleeping  last  night, 
pearances  of  these  parts  much  difference  of  a  large  number  of  leechea  were  applied  to 
opinion  exists.     Mr.  CurUng  and  others  are  the  spine  of  the  neck  and  opper  part  of 

doubtful  whether  any  change  of  structure  the  back ;  Urge  doses  of  calomel,  and 

or  other  lesions  are  invariably  found.    As  calomel  and  opium  at  bed-time. 

S::;  "ee7airysT;"iTenf  al^^^^^  ,  On  the  foUowing  mornU^,  after  a  toU^^ 

the«,  parts,  an'd  I  sbaU  therefore  at  once  :;;fa  ^ t^Tw^^^^^^^^ 

proceed  to  those  dissections  I  have  seen,  *"5  T  Tff     ^^1  i^^^  Jf  ^T!!fi' 

r»^  ^f  «i,;^k  r  *<w.i, *^^.f  *k.»«.»«     c^    L  "nd  to  one  side.     Pulse   100;    tenderness 

ana  of  wnicn  1  took  notes  at  the  time.    Some       -   ..  .  . r-^^    ^^^.^^^t ^g 

r  .  .•    j.^  of   the    epifrastnnm    from    contraction    of 

years  ago,  a  ease  of  traumatic  tetanus  oc-  j*    u 

curred  in  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and         £  "T?™'     *.  j     ^ ^ws o  i^ 

I  was  present  at  the  examination  of  the        On  the  next  day  everything  worse.    Pidse 

body.  The  brain  «id  spinal  chord  were  ^^^*  more  ngidity  of  muscles ;  jaws  closed, 
dissected.  On  removing  the  upper  porUon  Repeated  leeches,  and  cupping  on  the 
of  the  skull  from  the  dura  mater,  that  mem.  spine,   and  calomel  and  opium,   per- 

brane  waa  found  to  be  in  a  high  state  of  vas-  sisted  in. 

cularity.     The  arachnoid  membrane  and  the         In  the  evening  the  respiration  had  become 
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affected.    Pulse  160  and  180,  with  occa-  with  a  Bmflll  quantity  of  hardened  fooes. 

aional  spasm  of  the  long  ronscles  of  the  He  said  he  was  easier, 

spine,  prodndng  a  degree  of  opisthotonos.  On  the  second  day,  at  7  p.m.,  the  spasms 

Died  at  11  p.m.  were  not  so  violent,  but  the  rigidity  and 

tense  state  of  the  muscles  were  still  the 

Sectio  Cadaverii  12  hours  qfter  diath.  „„«.     He  complained  very  much  of  ina- 

Extemal  veins  about  the  spine,  particn-  bility  to  expectorate,  and  of  sneeanng,  which 

larly  the  oerrical  and  dorsal  portions,  ex-  he  aaid  prevented  him  from  sleeping  soundly, 

cessivdy  loaded  with  blood,  though  the  body  He  had  some  tightness  at    the  sternum, 

had  been  for  some  hours  on  the  face ;  dura  Had  a  copious  foetid  dark-coloured  stool  at 

mater  of  the  chord  of  a  darker  purple  hue  midnight,   and    a   scanty  one   afterwards, 

throughout  than   natural,  with  vivid    red  Pulse   115,  and  hard.      Had    taken   four 

blushes  here  and  there ;    arachnoid  mem-  powders.     They  were  ordered  to  be  oon- 

brane  of   cervical  and  upper  dorsal  part  tinned,  and  the  turpentine  enema   to   be 

exceedingly  vascular,  so  much  so  as  to  be  repeated.     At  2  o'clock  p.m.  had  a  stool 

quite  red  in  places,  and  between  these  the  after  the  enema,   and  was    much    better, 

vessels  were    numerous,   long,  large,  and  Could  open  the  jaw  half  an  inch.     Spasms 

tortuous.     No  change  could  be  perceived  in  rather  abated. 

the  pia  mater,  but  there  was  effusion  of  A  physician  now  saw  the  patient,  and 

serum  between  it  and  the  arachnoid  mem-  advised  five  grains  of  Dover's  ppwder  every 

brane.     On  dividing  the  substance  of  the  three  hours,  and  a  common  enema  at  night, 

chord  itself,  the  medullary  matter  seemed  9  p.m. — ^Tbe  Dover's  and  puqpng  pow- 

darker  than  usual,  and  the  transverse  sec-  ders  had  been  exhibited  regularly,  but  the 

tions  exhibited  numerous  bloody  points  from  bowels  had  not  acted  since  the  last  report, 

the  divisions  of  the  turgid  vessel  which  had  Spasms  were  violent ;   other  symptoms  not 

pervaded  it.     In  this  case  it  is  evident  that  altered. 

the  spinal  chord  and  its  membranes  were  4th  day,  10  p.m. — No  stool  since  yesler- 

inflamed,  and  that  even  the  substance  of  the  day  morning.     Pulse  120 ;    symptoms  the 

medulla  spinalis  was  congested.    The  fol-  same. 

lowing  is  another  case  of   the  same  de-  A  compound  senna  draught  wss  ordered, 
scnption. 

Cask  II.— Thomas  Billings,  ast.  25,  frac-  2  p.m.— No  stool;    symptoms  gradually 

tured  the  ring-finger  of  the  left  hand  from  a  getting  worse ;  great  expectoration, 

squeeze  by  a  door.     It  occurred  in  the  4th  day.— All  the  symptoms  much  worse, 

second  phalanx,  and  was  compound.    The  He  wishes  to  be  left  quiet, 

tendons  and  the  integument   were    much  9  p.m. — Opisthotonos  and  trismus  com- 

Licerated.  plete.     Pulse  quicker,  140 ;   great  anxiety  ; 

On  the  eighth  day  he  was  seized  with  the  no  stool, 

following  symptoms.     He  had  tension  and  Turpentine  enema  and  purgatives    now 

rigidity  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck  and  back,  ordered  •                       *"    ° 
with  slight  but  erident  curvature  backwards. 

There  also  was  trismus,  which,  however,  5th  day,  11  p.m. — Spasms  had  increased 

was  not  quite  complete,  as  he  could  separate  in  violence  and  frequency.    The  rigidity  and 

the  teeth  a  little.    There  were  slight  spasms  tension  of  the  affected  muscles  extreme.    He 

in  the  affected  muscles.      He  compkined  was  covered  by  a  profuse  perspiration,  and 

much  of  a  difficulty  to  expectorate,  which  was  perfectly  sensible, 

was  more  distressing  as  there  was  a  great  5   p.m. — He  had    a    tobacco   injection, 

secretion  of  mucus  from  the  lungs.     His  which  returned  immediately,  and  after  this 

deglutition  was  not  at  all  impeded.     His  one  composed  of  brandy.    About  7  p.m. 

bowels  were  very  costive,  not  having  had  a  he  died  convulsed. 

stool  for  four  days.     Pulse  110,  full,  hard,  Poit^moriem. — ^The  theca  vertebralis  was 

and  incompressible ;  urine  natural ;  breath  greatly  distended  by  a  greenish  fluid.    The 

foetid.  arachnoid  membrane  and  pia  mater  through- 

H.  ...  «»i«.riJ^i  •^Sn  «r  ...bimiii  nnA  ^^^  ^^^^^^  reddened,  and  upon  the  surface 

He  was  ordered— 1  grun  of  odomel,  and  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

8  grains  of  jaUp,  to  be  taken  every  ^^^^^^  patches  of  lymph,  which  had  co- 

three  hours,  uid  to  have  an  enema  con-  ^^1,^^.    The  vessels  of  the  spinal  chord 

tainmg  four  drachms  of  spirit  of  tur-  ^^^  extremely  turgid,  and  a  r^ness  per- 

P^°°°®*  vaded  its  substence  not  natural  to  this  organ. 

As  the  state  of  the  finger  was  such  as  to  In  this  case,  as  in  the  last,  the  membranes 

preclude  all  possibility  of  saving  it  should  of  the  spinal  chord  showed  evident  signs  of 

the  man  recover,  and  as  the  amputeting  the  inflammation  and  its  consequences ;  and  the 

injured  limb  has  been  advised  by  some,  the  substance 'of  the  medulk  itself  was  more 

finger  was  taken  off  at  the  second  joint.  turgid  and  red  than  natural. 

11   o'clock  P.M.— The  clyster  returned  The  case  1  am  about  to  relate  might  be 
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dple.    Re  oonc^Ted  tbat  the  disease  vrofe  adminiitratioii  of  the  medicine  himadf.   Ae 
from  a  peculiar  state  of  the  digestive  organs,  man  had  met  with  a  lacerated  wound  of  the 
and  that  the  secretions  were  not  natural,  foot.     In  a  few  days  after  the  accident  be 
being  more  like  slongfas  or    pitch,    tiun  was  sdsed  with  trismus,  and  was  threatened 
healthy  fseces.     For  this  reason  he  formed  with  the  worst  symptoms.     It  was  a  }ang 
the  idea  that  if  the  alimentary  canal  oonld  time  before  the  disease  yielded,  (six  days) 
be  gradually  eracoated  of  its  contents,  the  and  opisthotonos  had    conmienced.      Tike 
disease  would  disappear.    With  the  view  of  same  treatment  as  in  the  former  cases  was 
effecting  this,  he  prescribed  one  grain  of  strictly  pursued,  but  the  bowris  did  not  act 
calomel,  and  six  grains  of  jalap,  to  be  taken  for  four  days.   They  were  atloigth  oopknaly 
every  three  hours.     This  powder  was  mixed  relieved.      On  the  sixth  day  some  move- 
in  honey  on  treacle,  and  smeared,  as  well  as  ment  of  the  jaw  took  place,  and  the  patient 
the  closure  of  the  teeth  would  permit,  upon  from  this  time  gradually  recovered.     Dnr- 
the  back  part  of  the  tongue,  and  it  be(»me  ing  the  period  6t  four  years  eight  palSents 
gradually  swallowed.    The  bowels  at  length  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Abemeihy  recoveied 
acted,  and  the  treatment  was  continued  as  from  tetanus,  being  treated  upon  this  pria- 
long  as  any  tetanic  symptoms  remained,  ciple.    These  cafiea  show  us  the  very  great 
Having  been   Mr.  Abemethy's  pupil,  his  importance  of  administering  purgatives,  and 
dresser,  and  afterwards  his  house-surgeon,  I  clearing  the  alimentary  canal  in  this  disease, 
had  frequent  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  Without  doing  this  first,  any  other  remedies 
treatment,  and,  in  many  instances,  it  sue-  we  employ  have  bat  little  dianoe  of  having 
oeeded.     It  may  perhaps  be  interesting  here  any  effect  in  relieving  t^e  disease, 
to  relate  from  memory  some  of  the  cases.  Nothing,  perhaps,  has  tended  more  to  pro- 
A  man  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo*  mote  the  proper  treatment  of  diseases  than 
mew's   Hospital,  under   Mr.   A.,  with    a  morbid  anatomy,  nor  can  we,  I  think,  form 
compound  fracture  of  the  metatarsal  bone  any  true  criterion  of  their  real  nature,  with- 
of  the  great  toe.     In  seven  or  eight  days  out  having  recourse  to  it.     For  this  reason, 
aflterwards    trismus  came  on,  with  stifihess  therefore,  I  feel  convinced  that  unless  we  at 
of  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  and  at  the  root  once  go  to  the  seat  of  the  disease  in  tetanus, 
of  .the  tongue.     His  bowels  were  veij  cos-  we  have  but  little  rational  hope  of  refieving 
tive.     He  was  ordered  one  grain  of  calomel,  it.     It  is  evident  from  the  dissections  that 
and  six  of  jalap,  to  be  tsSren  every  three  have  been  made  after  death  of  these  cases, 
hours.      On    the    following    day   he   was  that  the  spinal  chord  and  its  membranes  un- 
better,  but  his  bowels  had  not  acted.    The  dergo  a  morbid  change,  and  also  the  medulla 
next  day  he  had  one  or  two  copious  motions,  oblongata,  and  sometimes  the  brain.    We 
quite  black,'  with  a  very  foetid  smell.     In  find  on  opening  the  spinal  canal  that  it  is 
the  evening  he  felt  somewhat  better,  but  the  usually  filled  between  the  arachnoid  mem- 
tiismus  remained.     The  treatment  was  con-  brane  and  nia  mater  with  fluid,  and  that 
tinned,  and  the  bowek  began  to  act  freely,  there  are  depositions  of  lymph  upon  the 
The  day  following  be   could  slightly  open  former  membrane,  with  apparent  marks  of 
the  mouth.    The  calomel  and  jalap  were  Inflammation  on  its  surfeoe.    This  can  be 
steadily  persevered  in.     Day  by  day  he  got  traced,  usually,  along  its  whole  course  up  to 
better  under  the  treatment,  and  in  a  week  the  medulla  oblongata^  where  it  joins  ttie 
or  ten  days  the  tetanic  symptoms  had  quite  tuber  annulare.    The  substance  of  ttie  spinal 
left  him.     In  another  case,  a  man  met  with  chXMrd  itself,  also,  has  an  appearance  of  being 
an  accident,  and  smashed  his  hand,  and  the  redder  than  natural  in  most  cases  ;  but  our 
tendons  were  considerably  lacerated.     In  a  knowledge  of  its  structure  both  in  health 
few  days  trismus  occurred.      The  mouth  and  disease  is  so  limited,  that  it  would  be 
was  completely  shut,  and  he  had  stiffness  at  difficult  positively  to  say  that  It  was  in- 
the  back  of  the  neck,  and  at  the  root  of  the  flamed,  although  there  is  every  appearance 
tongue.     He  was  treated  exactly  as  in  die  of  it.    It  is  only  to  be  hoped,  that,  as  our 
last  case.    The  bowels  were  copiously  re-  knowledge  of  microscopic  observation  in- 
lieved  *,  the  jaw  relaxed,  and,  at  length,  the  creases,  that  we  shall  discover  the  more  mi- 
tetanic  symptoms  disappeared.     In  a  case  of  nute  structure  of  these  textures, 
compound    dislocation  of   the  ankle-joint        From  the  evidence  I  have  brought  fer- 
trismus  came  on  about  the  usual  p^od.  ward  it  appears  to  me  that  our  treatment  of 
The  patient  was  ordered  calomel  and  jalap  tetanus  ought  to  be  more  especially  directed 
in  the  same  proportions  every  three  hours,  to  the  spinal  chord  and  its  membranes.  The 
In  three  days  after  the  bowels  had  been  arachnoid  membrane  and  pia  mater  of  the 
copiously  relieved  the  symptoms  had  began  spine  are  as  delicate  membranes  as  the  iris 
to  abate.     In  six  days  the  mouth  could  be  of  the  eye,  and  there  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
opened  and  shut  naturally.     I  remember  a  great  analogy  between    them.     The    iris, 
case  in  which  Mr.  Abemethy  .was  porticu-  when  inflamed,   deposits  lyropfi  upon    its 
larly  interested.     He  saw  the  patient  three  surfece,  and  the  arachnoid  membrane  does 
or  four  times  a  day,  and  even  witnessed  the  the  same,  secreting  likewise  a  serous  fluid. 
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In  iritis  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  Mr.  Bliiard  Cnrltng,  of  128  cases,  aboat  60 

the  lymph  should  Im  immediately  absorbed,  patients  recovered.     Ont  of  these,  45,  and 

or  it  would  become  organized  and  destroy  more,  toolc  opium,  combined  with  other  re« 

▼ision.-  With  the  view  of  promoting  the  medics;  othersantispasmodics,  such  as sether: 

absorption  of  the  lymph,  we  prescribe  calo-  mnslc,  coniam,  camphor,  digitalis,  hydrocy- 

mcl  and  opium  at  stated  intervals  every  fonr  anic  acid,  &c.,  have  been  employed,  but 

or  six.  hours,  and  it  is  gradually  taken  away  with  so  uncertain  advantage  that  they  cannot 

by  the  absorbents,  and  the  iris  is  left  free,  with  certainty  be  relied  on.    There  has  of 

The  same  principle  of  treatment  might  be  late  been  a  new  remedy  introduced  from 

adopted  in  tetanus.    There  is  an  effusion  of  India — the  extract  of  Indian  hemp,  or  ex« 

serum  between  the  arachnoid  membrane  and  tractum  canabis  sativa,  which  has  been  dis* 

the  pia  mater,  and  lyteph  is  deposited  upon  covered  to  liave  a  powerful  effect  in  allaying 

the  former.     Mercury,  administered  in  the  -  spasm.    Dr.  O'Shaughnessy  first  introduced 

same  manner  as  in  iritis,  mi^t.be  the  means  it  into  European  IndUa,  finding  it  a  power- 

of  promoting  the  absorption  of  the  fluid  and  ful  antispasmodic,  and,  more  particularly,  in 

lymph,  and  curing  the  disease.    Mr.  Aber-  tetanus.    Mr.  Lee,  late  of  Crawford  street, 

nethy  considered   that  his  treatment  was  was,  I  believe,  the  first  who  tried  its  effiscts 

*'  by  gently  exciting  the  bowels  to  action  by  in  this  country ;  since  which,  my  colleague 

repeated  smatt  doses  of  purgatives,"  and  he  and  friend,  Dr.  Clendinning,  has  written  a 

appeared  to  have  overlooked  the  effect  of  the  very  able  and  interesting  account  of  it  in  the 

mercury.    If  a  grain  of  calomel  be  taken  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chi- 

every  three  hours,  and  continued  for  four  or  mrgical  Society,  (Vol.  8,  second    series), 

five  days,  there  csn  be  but  little  doubt  that  and  its  virtues.     It  appears  that  it  has  the 

it  would  enter  into  the  system,  and  gradually  same    good    effect  as    opium,  without  its 

cause  absorption  from  the  arachnoid  mem-  unpleasant  conseqfuences,  and  when  opium 

brane,  in  the  same  manutnr  as  it  does  in  iritis,  and  its  different  preparations  will  not,  the 

I  am  inclined,  therefore,  to  think,  that  the  tincture  of  Indian  hemp  does  succeed, 

good  effect  derived  from  Mr.  Abemethy's  The  spasm  in  tetanus  is  sometimes  so 

treatment  in  tetanus  was  not  only  firom  the  violent    that    it   is    necessary  the  patient 

purgative,  but  from  the  mercury  also  bring-  should  be  held  by  three  or  four  individuals, 

ing  the  absorbents  into  action,  and  thus  not  In  such  cases,  and  indeed  I  should  recom- 

only  removing  the  cause  of  the  disease,  but  mend  it  in  all  others;  I  have  employed  the 

preventing  at  the  same  time  its    further  extract  of  belladonna  rubbed  along  the  whole 

progress.         ,  course,  and  en  each  side  of  the  spine,  with 

I  am  aware  there  has  been  a  very  great  the  greatest  advantage.    Hie  spasm,  at  soon 

prejudice  in  the  minds  of  some  practitionisrs  as  tbe  belladonna  acts,  ceases,  and  does  not 

against  the  use  of  mercury  in  this  disease,  return  while  the  patient  is  kept  under  its 

but  I  suspect,  when  such  has  been  the  case,  influence — ^at  least  in  the  only  three  cases  I 

that  it  has  been  improperly  employed ;  for  employed  it  in  it  did  not.     In  the  one,  th« 

when  ptyalism  is  spoken  of,  it  proves  that  it  patient  was  seised  with  traumatic  tetanus, 

has  been  given  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  and  there  was  trismus  and  opisthotonos, 

ought  to  be.    Mercury  administered  upon  accompanied  with  such  severe  spasm  of  the 

principle,  and  merely  given  as  a  remedy  whole  trunk  and  limbs  that  four  persons 

without  principle,  is  very  different  in  its  could  hardly  hold  the  patient  in  bed.    The 

actioti.     In  the  one  it  is  employed  for  a  par-  extract  of  belladonna  was  rubbed  along  the 

ticular  reason,  while  in  the  other  no  cause  whole  course  of  the  spine  on  each  side,  and 

can  be  assigned  ;  consequently,  the  employ-  in  half  an  hour  afterwards  the  spasm  had 

ment  of  it  fidls.    If  mercury  be  taken  in  entirely  ceased ;    the  patient  could  open  the 

large  doses,  and  rubbed  in,  it    produces  mouth,  which  before  was  firmly  closed,  so 

Et^ism  too  soon,  and  does  harm ;  but  if  it  as  to  admit  the  fore-finger   between  the 

e  given  in  moderate  doses,  and  at  stated  teeth, .  and    the    opisthotonos  was  greaUy 

intervals,  it  acts  equally,  and,  by  so  doing,  relieved.    The  belladonna  was  washed  off, 

gradually  overcomes  disease,    llie  misenu  and  fresh  was  reapplied  every  three  or  four 

ployment  of  it  is  too  Arequentiy  the  cause  of  hours,  and  for  seventeen  hours  the  patient 

its  failure.    The  morbid  appearances  seen  was   perfectly  tranquil.     It  unfortunately 

in  tetanus  certainly  favour  its  exhibition  on  happened,  however,  that,  from  the  large 

the  same  principle  as  in  iritis.  quantity  required  to  be  used,  the  supply  of 

But  one  of  the  principal  symptoms  of  it  &iled  about  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the 

tetanus  is,  violent  paroxysms  of  spasm,  and  morning,  and  before  any  mors  could  be 

to  subdue  these  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  procured,  five  or  six  hours  having  elapsed, 

for,  in  one  of  these,  the  patient  usually  dies,  the  patient  was  seized  with  another  paroxysm 

For  this  purpose  many  remedies  have  been  of  convulsion,  of  which  she  died, 

employed ;  t>pittm  has  been  given  to  a  great  In  the  second  case,  which  occurred  mor« 

amount,  and,  certainly,  with  more  benefit  than  twenty  years  ago,  there  was  violent 

than  any  other  remedy.    Ii^a  table  made  by  spasm  of  the  trunk,  with  opisthotonos.    As 


954  APPENDIX  TO  THE  ESSAY  ON 

aoon  tt  tlie  bdladoniia  wm  applied  Um  and  the  ooDtnts  of  the  aUniaitery  emal 

ipaam  ceasod,  and  the  nofortaiiate  patient  evaonated  gradttaUy,aBnoomiiieDdedliyMr. 

cUed  without  pain.    In  a  third  case,  (No.  4),  Abernethy,  by  giving  doaea  of  ralcwnei  and 

which  I    have  related  in  thia  paper,  no  jalap  every  tlwee  honn,  and  if  that  aiboBld 

parozyam  of  apaam  oocnrred,  bat  the  patient  be  not  active  enough,  one  drop  of  ciotoii*oiL 

died  of  inflammation  of  the  trachea  and  5th,  When  the  bowek  had  been   anlfi- 

larynx  and  pharynx,  aa  in  hydrophobia.    In  dently  relieved,  then  calomel  and  opiam 

apeftking  of  thia  remedy,  however,  I  only  might  be  preacribed  aa  for  iritia,  and  pcne- 

offer  it  aa  anziliary  to  the  Other  meana  veied  in  until  the  month  became  aore. 

recommended.     It  appeara  to  me  that  if  6th,   Should  the  diaeaae  become  chronic^ 

the  apaama  could  be  prevented  or  quieted,  oounter-irritanta  might  be  employed,  aoofaaa 

that  it  would  give  time  for  the  treatment,  blistera  on  each  aide  of  the  apine. 

employed  to  produce  the  proper  effect,  and  7th,  Should  the  parazyama  of  apotm  be 

alao  might  Iw  the  meana  of  preventing  the  very  violent,  Opium,  the  TineL  Caiaahia 

gudden  death  of  the  patient.  Sativa,  or  the  Extract  of  Bdladonna,  or  «ny 

Veneaeetion  haa  been  recommended  in  other    antispaamodic,  might    be  exlubited 

tetaiuu,  and  certainly  in  aome  caaea  it  ap-  internally,  according  to  the  beat  jodgmeot  of 

peara  to  have  been  attended  by  benefit,  tte  medical  attendaat. 

Bleeding,  judicioualy  employed,  in  the  firal  8th,  Soothing  remediea   ndght  be  em« 

atagea  of  the  diaeaae,  I  have  but  little  doubt  ployed  to  the  wound,  aoch  as  a  atrong  eoln- 

wonld  tend  to  diminish  the  violence  of  the  tion  of  opium,  hyoacyamua,  pooltioea,  /ke. 

apaam;   but  in  the  latter  atagea  it  would  9th,  If  there  be  tenaion  of  tiie  nerves 

rather  asaiat  than  diminiah  the  fatal  ter-  they  might  be  divided.    And 

mination.     Amputation  haa  been  propoaed,  10th,  Should  there  be  a  peculiar  state  of 

and  in  aome  instancea  adopted,  but  the  anc-  the  wonnd,  cauaing  more  than  ofdinary  inri- 

cess  ia  very  doubtful.    A  caae  or  two  have  tadcm,  or  ahonld  it  be  impoanble  to  saw 

been  recorded  where  it  haa  appeared  to  anc*  the  limb,  then  amputation  mig^  be  pcr- 

oeed  in  gun-ahot  wounda,  but  in  others  no  formed. 

advantage  whatever  haa  been  derived  from  The  above  principles  of  treatment  ^ipear 

it,  as  may  be  aeen  in  Caae  II.,  whidi  I  have  to  me  to  be  the  moat  rational  methoda  that 

here  rehited.    In  some  caaea,  alao,  the  nervea  can  be  adopted  for  the  relief  of  tetanns,     it 

going  from  the  injured  part  towarda  the  ia  not  impossible  that  at  aome  future  period 

apine  have  been  divided,  and  with  apparent  some  discovery  will  be  made  to  cure  it,  bwt 

good  effect.    If  the  iqjury  causes  tenaion  of  nntU  that  happy  time  arrivea  it  ia  our  do^ 

the  nerves,  thia  operation,  by  relieving  irri-  to  pursne  the  most  likely  means  of  over- 

tation,  might  be  beneficial ;   but  usually  the  eoming  thia  meet  dreadful  dii 

is  too  deqi-rooted  on  the  motor  tract  
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Cold  affusbn  haa  bean  thovght  highly  of  oir 

by  some,  but  it  haa  been  diiefly  used  in  hot  DISEASES  OF   THE   NERVOUS 

climatea,  and  the  patients  mostly  have  been  SYSTEM : 

negroes.                                              containino  notes  or  the  lbctubks  of 

In  concluding  these  observationa,  itiaen-  „„,  ,  .  ^„  «,«.««■««  ««..<^.^ 

J      .     .            ^?  J    J.U  *.   i.  1^          s            THB  L4TB  PBOrBSSOn  G&BOORT. 

dent,  to  my  mud,  that  tetanua  is  a  perma*  ^^  bdinburoh 
nent  disease  on  the  motor  tract  of  the  me- 
dulla oblongata  and  qpinal  diord,  brought  Br  EnwARO  Blaokmobb,  M.D.  Edinb. 
on  from  some  distant  reflected  local  irriU*  Member  Sxtraordinary  of  the  Royal  Medical 
tion.    The  treatment  of  it,  therefore,  ought  Society  of  JB^nbunfa,  andPhyndan  to 
to  be  directed  accoidmgly,  and  the  foUowing  *^«  ^ath  ftmtentiary. 
meana  are  those  which  I  think  are  the  most  [Centinued  flrom  pagems.] 
advisable  to  be  pursued :-«  ^_ 

Ist,  If  the  patient  be  plethoric,  one  gene* 

ral  bleeding  from  the  arm  might  be  had  On  inf aniljf. 

recourse  to,  according  to  the  violence  of  the  ^he    various    disoRlera  included    by 

aymptoms.                           ...    . ,  Cullen  under  the  insane  aflTections.  are 

.^  ^:^jT^u.'f^^'^.  Oneirodypia,   Anu^ntia.    Mdancholi.. 

ticularly  at  those  spots  where  the  muscles  *°?  Mania.          .  .  ,  .  ^  ,        , 

were  m^t  spasmed.*^  .  ^'  breaming,  frightful  and  opprw- 

3d,  The  extract  of  beUadonna  might  be  fl»^?»   With  groaning,  from  a  sense  of 

rubbed  on  each  aide  of  the  spine,  and  more  weight  on  the  breast.    People  in  dreams 

particularly  at  the  spasmed  portions,  whereby  fancy  they  Bee  or  hear  what  is  not  to 

the  paroxyams  might  be  prevented.  be  seen  or  heard.     It  is  not  from  an 

4th,  Puigatives  might  be  admuustared,  organic  afllection;  it  all  comes  in  a 
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?^uarter  of  an  bour,ormaininnte.   The  are  soon  forgotten.     ^'No  old  man/' 
unction  of  the  brain  is  irregular ;  there  -  sa^s  Cicero,  *'  ever  forgot  where  he  had 

is  no  commanding  of  the  imagination ;  laid  his  money !"    The  habit  of  mental 

the  usual  association  and  relations  of  inattention  influences  the  memory ;  and 

ideas  are  lost;  yet  some  persons  have  so  does  the  state  of  the  brain.    Loss  of 

power  over  their  thoughts  in  the  dis-  memory  supervenes  on  fever,  and  it 

tnrbed  sleep  that   attends  dreaming  arises  also  from  emotions  of  the  mind, 

Dr.  Reid,  when  young,  used  to  dream  and  excessive  venery.    A  stupid  fellow 

frightful  dreams  ;  he  resisted  it,  and  is  said  to  have  had  a  blow  on  nis  head, 

eot  the  better  of  it,  having  Used  it  in  and  to  have  become  clever ;   another 

nis  mind  that  he  never  had  been  in  blow  brought  back  his  stupidity, 

real  daneer.    Once  he  dreamed  he  was  3.  Melancholy,  a  fixed  idea,  an  erro< 

on  the  Drink  of  a  precinice,  made  a  neous  notion ;  as  in  the  case  of  one 

bold  effort  to  throw  himself  down,  and  thinking  his  affairs  are  going  to  ruin, 

awaked  and  did  not  dream  again  for  and  that  he  will  be  reduced  to  poverty, 

forty  years.    On  a  blister  being  put  on  Some  think  they  are  eternally  damned, 

his  head  some   years  afterwards,  he  Simon  Browne  thought  his  soul  was 

dreamed  he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  taken  from  him,  and  that  nothing  but 

of  savages,  who  scalped  him.  animal  life  was  left  him ;  he  dedicated 

Dreams  may  often  be  referred  to  a  a  book  of  great  talent  to  the  Queen,  and 
cause,  producing  imperfect  or  disturbed  begged  her  intercession  with  God. 
sensation.  We  can  trace  them  to  ex-  Some  fancy  they  are  turned  into  a 
temal  impressions,  or  to  a  state  of  the  horse,  dog,  or  wolf.  One  thought  he 
internal  organs ;  this  impression  or  had  no  head ;  a  box  on  the  ear  cured 
sensation  makes  the  beginning  of  a  him.  Others  have  a  distortion  of  the 
train  of  thought,  which  goes  on.  Once,  mind,  anxiety  about  their  health ;  such 
on  putting  hot  water  to  my  feet,  I  have  often  the  melancholy  tempera- 
thought  in  my  dream  I  was  ascending  ment,  but  not  always*  I  have  seen 
Etna,  and  that  travellers  who  spoke  of  this  sort  of  low  spirits  in  the  sanguine 
snow  on  the  mountain  were  liars.  Hav-  temperament;  and  it  is  not  always 
ing  been  once  on  Vesuvius,  where  I  connected  with  dyspepsia,  ^though 
felt  the  ground  hot  under  my  feet,  the  Cullen  thought  otherwise.  Persons  are 
hot  water  brought  to  my  recollection  insane  on  one  topiir,  and  rational  on 
Mount  Etna,  Brydone's  account  of  others.  The  monomaniac  is  not  aL- 
which  I  had  been  reading.  Once  also,  ways  melanchdy ;  some  are  in  hi^h 
from  cold  in  the  night,  I  thought  I  was  spirits,  in  imagined  prosperity,  while 
in  Hudson's  Bay.  Jhe  most  common  their  affairs  are  going  to  ruin  i  or  be- 
cause of  this  dreaming  is  the  habitual  lieving  themselves  "  elect,"  and  sure 
u6eof  strong  liquors,  or  a  heavy  supper,  of  salvation.    Don  Quixote  was  mad 

There   is  a  wonderful  rapidity  of  cm  one  subject,  that  of  knight-errantry; 

thought  in  dreaming :  a  dream  of  a  another  is  mad  on  the  plan  of  guiding 

number  of  particulars  will  be  included  an  air-balloon,  or  on  politics,  or  on 

in  a  minute.    One  thought  he  bad  en-  acquiring  money.    In  all  it  is  an  erro- 

listed  for  a  soldier,  deserted,  and  was  neous  notion,  thinking  something  to  be 

taken,  tried,  and  shot,  while  a  door  wa9  done  or  intended,  wiUiout  just  reason 

opened  and  shut  violently.  for  thinking  so.  Some  shew  a  tendency 

2.  Idiotism,  an  inabihty  to  perceive  to  wander  about;  manv  have  a  dispo- 

the  relations  of  things.     All  persons  sition  to  suicide ;  if  I  hear  of  such,  I 

are  idiots  in  earlv  infancy ;  intellectual  say,  "  I  am  glad  of  it ;  it  is  better  than 

power  is  gradually  acquired.    A  certain  murdering  another." 

tone  of  the  voice,  in  childhood,  may  4.  In  mania  there  is  not  the  usual 

indicate  that  one  will  never  arrive  at  train  of  thought,  nor  a  command  of 

maturity  of  judgment.    In  the  progress  thought;  it  is  styled  mental  derange- 

of  life,  also,  we  approach  to  amentia ;  ment,  ditorder  of  the  mental  func- 

some  retain  their  taculties  perfectly  to  tion.    Some  are  bent  on  one  particnlar 

the  age  of  90;  others  lose  them  be-  thought;  there  is  a  look  of  norror  in 

fore  60.  the  countenance,  a  preternatural  ra- 

Idiotism  is  seen  also  in  a  loss  of  me-  pidity  in  the  succession  of  sensations 

mory.    Memoi^  is  the  foundation  of  and  perceptions.    What  is  the  train  of 

our  judgments^     In  senility  common  thought  it  is  difficult  to  understand ; 

occurrences  are  little  attended  to,  and  how  it  is  produced  we  know  nqt.     A 
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Bonnd  state  of  the  bodily  organft  is  Mania  is  also  connected  with  varioos 
essential  to  a  command  of  thought.  It  bodily  disorders,  as  —  I.  Obstructed 
requires  an  effort  to  keep  up  muscular  menstrua,  and  the  consequent  deter- 
contraction,  and  also  to  fix  the  atten-  mining  of  blood  to  the  head,  and  in- 
tion.  A  person  in  mania  has  violent  crease  of  irritability.  2.  The  state  of 
keenness  of  thought,  extraordinary  pregnancy.  3.  The  child-bed  state, 
muscular  strength,  and  capacity  of  en-  4.  The  drying  up  of  ulcers,  and  the 
during  fatigue  and  hunger  and  cold ;  suppression  of  nabitual  discharges, 
and  the  insane  will  take  an  immense  5.  Fever,  the  delirium  of  which  is 
quantity  of  purgatives  and  opiates  to  sometimes  continued  for  a  very  long 
affect  them  in  the  usual  manner ;  one  time.  6.  Inanition,  from  want  of  diet, 
took  twenty-eight  grains  of  tarrarized  and  from  other  causes  of  exhaustion, 
antimony  with  little  effect  on  the  sto-  There  is  a  predisposition  which  is 
niach.'  hereditary;  madness  is  observed  run- 

You  must  observe  the  least  deviation,    ning  in  families  for  generations, 
from  the  natural  state  of  the  mental        The  disease  is  styled  mental  derange- 
functions.  ment;   but  there  must  be  something 

Mania  is  produced  by  moral  causes,  wrong  in  the  bodily  organs.  The  in- 
as  emotions  of  the  mind,  grief,  anger,  tellectual  functions  are  performed  by 
fear,  joy ;  many  people  were  said  to  the  bodily  or^^ans,  as  much  as  the 
have  come  to  Bedlam  from  the  sudden  senses  of  heanng  and  seeing;  of  the 
acquisition  of  wealth,  that  is,  from  joy.  connection  of  the  latter  with  the  or- 
In  one  family  a  daughter  was  found  gans  we  know  something ;  of  the  for- 
exclaiming,  "My  motner  is  wrong;  I  mer,  nothing.  Mania  is  always,  how- 
am  the  only  one  in  my  senses.''  She  ever,  a  corporeal  malady, 
was  raving,  with  a  bell  in  her  hand.  Various  morbid  states  of  the  brain 
The  mother  also  was  mad ;  the  young-  are  often  discovered ;  how  these  pro- 
est  daughter  also  died  raving  mad.  duce  the  disease  we  know  not.  Extra- 
The  exciting  cause  was  the  acquisition  vagant  hypotheses  have  been  put  forth 
of  wealth ;  they  had  been  in  poverty,  on  the  cause  of  mental  derangement ; 
and  on  a  fortune  coming  to  them,  all  such  as  the  jargon  of  Boerhaave  about 
went  mad.  The  mother  languished,  black  bile,  which  he  got  from  the  an- 
and  died  in  a  few  months ;  the  eldest  cients :  hence  melancholy  was  thought 
daughter  came  to  her  senses,  and  mar-  to  be  cored  by  purges,  to  carrv  off  this 
ried ;  her  husband  lost  the  fortune,  but  bile.  The  bile  may  become  black,  but 
she  retained  her  senses  and  composure  what  is  so  called  is  generally  blood, 
of  mind.  Some  women  go  mad  on  The  speculations  of  Dr.  Cullen  about 
their  approaching  nuptials  with  men  extraordinary  or  unequal  excitement 
of  their  own  choosing.  Writers  speak  and  mobility  of  different  parts  of  the 
of  religious  madness,  that  is,  madness  nervous  system,  is  as  visionary  as  the 
from  the  excitement  of  religious  con-  theory  of  black  bile.  All  we  know  is, 
troversies;  others  are  mad  from  the  that  hi^h  excitement  of  the  nervous 
love  of  projects.  system  is  connected  with  mania,  and 

The  exciting  causes  are  also^ff,  tnat  it  is  useful  to  lessen  this  excite- 
Strong  liquors ;  and  there  is  a  modifi-  ment.  I  have  no  conjecture  on  the 
cation  of  the  insanity  from  the  dif-  state  of  the  brain  adequate  to  make  a 
ferent  kinds  of  liquors,  as  a  vivacity  person  insane  on  one  topic,  and  ra- 
from  wine,  cruel  ferocity  from  distilled  tional  on  all  others.  It  is  in  some 
apirits,  and  heaviness  from  porter,  cases  connected  with  inflammation,  or 
The  most  ferocious  drunkenness  is  said  irregular  determination  of  blood  to  the 
to  arise  from  port  wine  mingled  with  head ;  and  in  others  with  a  different 
brandy,  b.  Narcotics,  as  opium,  stra-  state,  a  state  of  inanition,  and  a  pecn- 
monium,  conium.  Opium  occasions  in  liar  state  of  the  nervous  system,  not 
some  persons  disturbed  dreamy  sleep^  dependent  on  the  vascular  state, 
and  mental  derangement  rather  than  The  Treatment, — Bleeding  will  some- 
sleep.  A  lady,  to  whom  I  thought  of  times  remove  maniacal  symptoms, 
giving  an  opiate,  said  it  always  disa-  Purges  are  the  most  ancient  and  the 
greed  with  her.  I  gave  it,  and  she  be-  best  practice ;  they  lessen  the  flow  of 
came  delirious  for  three  days.  I  have  blood  to  the  head.  Some  physicians 
found  some  become  maniacal  after  the  think  more  good  is  done  by  mild  purges, 
large  use  of  mercury.  as  tartrate  of  potass;  the  stronger  also, 


DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.                          957 

as  calomel  and  jalap,  are  good.  When  to  the  sides ;  it  is  strong  coercion,  and 
krge  doses  are  inoperative,  an  opiate  will  coantenict  the  ferocity  of  the  pa- 
has  made  a  small  quantity  effectaal.  tients.  Never  allow  them  to  wander 
As  habitaal  full  living  has  led  to  about;  confine  them  in  a  state  of  safety; 
mania,  you  give  in  such  cases  a  cool  let  them  walk  in  a  garden  with  a  high 
spare  diet.  wall.  To  keep  the  patient  in  his  own 
I  have  found  the  disease  attended  house  is  the  worst  thing  of  all ;  he 
with  signs  of  inflammatory  action ;  and  must  not  have  people  about  him  whom 
the  blood  drawn  in  recent  cases  is  he  has  been  accustomed  to  see,  and 
baffy :  this  is  a  strong  argument  for  over  whom  he  has  had  authority ;  he 
low  diet  and  evacuations,  which  do  must  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  stran- 
good  almost  universally  in  sanguine  gers.  You  must  get  a  seclusion,  a  re- 
temperaments.  In  some  cases  bleed-  treat  for  them;  one  was  always  mad 
ing  ad  animi  deliquium  may  he  tried,  in  a  concourse  of  people,  and  in  his 
and  yon  may  open  the  temporal  artery ;  senses  while  in  his  workshop ;  another 
or  moderate  bleedings  from  the  arm  was  sane  while  in  an  asylum,  yet  re- 
may  be  better.  Remember,  that  by  tained  as  incurable,  because  on  going 
this  treatment  you  may  also  produce  home  he  became  turbulent ;  a  third 
permanent  imbecility  instead  of  the  would  show  irritation  when  visited  at 
mania  which  shall  have  passed  away,  the  asylum,  and  by  keeping  him  quiet 
In  some  states  of  the  disease  a  cool  he  was  cured ;  another,  who  had  been 
spare  diet  is  absurd ;  you  must  attend  furiously  maniacal,  recovered  from  the 
to  the  accompanying  state  of  the  con-  change  of  scene  and  varied  occupation 
stitution,  and  to  the  exciting  causes  of  of  mind  in  a  long  journey. 
the  malady,  in  order  to  determine  the  Severity,  as  scourging  and  blows, 
treatment.  must  never  be  used;  that  would  in- 
Shaving  the  head  is  often  good ;  yon  crease  the  ferocity.  You  must  give  a 
can  then  apply  cold  to  it  by  wet  cloths,  new  turn  to  their  thoughts,  and  assist 
or  the  clay  cap,  or  a  bladder  with  snow  them  to  recover  the  natural  command 
or  ice  in  it,  wnich  is  excellent,  and  ge-  of  thought.  Maniacs  are  capable  of 
nerally  better  than  a  blister.  The  pe-  exerting  command  over  their  thoughts : 
diluvium,  or  a  warm  bath,  while  cold  observe  their  cunning;  this  w  ipso  facto 
is  applied  to  the  head,*  may  be  of  ser-  a  command  over  their  thoughts.  They 
vice;  but  the  stimulus  of  a  great  de-  will  suppress  all  appearance  of  their 
^ee  of  heat  would  be  hurtful.  Plung-  derangement,  and  on  getting  their 
ing  into  cold  water,  or  the  sea,  and  liberty  they  will  relapse, 
keeping  the  patient  as  long  as  possible  Some  have  been  cured  by  constant 
nnaer  tne  water,  without  danger  to  life,  labour.  One  used  to  cure  his  patients 
is  recommended  by  Boerhaave.  There  by  employing  them  as  his  farm  cattle ; 
are  striking  instances  of  maniacs  bear-  he  put  them  in  harness,  and  made 
ing  cold,  and  showing  the  effect  of  them  plough.   He  used  to  walk  out  with 

freat  cold  in  curing  mania ;  one  wan-  a  new  patient,  pick  a  quarrel  with  him, 

ered  in  the  night  in  Russia,  when  the  and  beat  him  unmercifully ;  then  he 

cold  was  at  69^  under  the  freezing  said  he  was  successful.    Never  be  cruel 

point,  and  was  cured.  or  harsh ;  only  use  restraint 

I  object  to  emetics.    I  know  not  on  ^   Opium  is  nven ;  it  relieves  the  high 

what  principle  vomiting  has  been  re-  irritation  and  want  of  sleep.    One  pa- 

eommended;  experienced  people  rather  tient,  when  maniacal,  took  two  hun- 

coodemn  it.  dred  drops  of  laudanum ;  slept,  awoke, 

Blistering  the  head  or  neck  may  be  and  continued  well.     You  may  try  a 

good ;   sometimes  it  has  done  harm ;  full  dose,  and  repeat  it  until  the  effect 

and  blisters  to  the  legs,  on  the  princi-  is  obtained.    In  some  cases  it  has  done 

pie  of  revulsion,  is  foolish.  harm.   Valerian  is  insignificant.   Cam- 

The  strait  waistcoat  is  necessary,  phor  I  have  no  faith  in ;  I  have  never 
You  must  restrain  the  patient  from  do^  known  satisfactory  evidence  of  its  be- 
ing violence.     In  many  cases  more  ing  of  service. 

good  is  done  by  restraint  than  b^  all  We  have  very  imperfect  testimony  of 

the  medical  treatment.    It  is  injurious  the  good  or  bad  effects  of  a  variety  of 

to  tie  them  down  with  cords ;  they  have  treatment  in  this  disease.     In  recent 

torn  their  own  flesh,  and  broken  their  cases  an  active  treatment  is  more  nc- 

bones.    In  Italy  they  secure  the  hands  cessary ;  and  in  long  cases  we  should 
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not  despair.  Endeavour  to  change  the  accidentally  exploded  before  he  had 
train  of  thought  by  regimen  and  moral  time  to  avoid  its  eflfects.  His  corn- 
management.  More  ^oody  in  such  panion  escaped  almost  unhurt,  being 
cases,  is  done  by  attending  to  the  state  merely  a  little  burnt  about  the  face, 
of  the  mind,  than  by  the  most  power-  but  I  found  the  poor  fellow  himself  in 
ful  physical  remedies ;  but  you  should  the  following  state : — Both  hands  were 
employ  both  methods.  completely  shattered ;    the   fractured 

The  hope  of  recovery  is  generally  extremities  of  the  radius  and  ulna  were 
unfavourable;  there  is  a  strong  ten-  exposed  on  one  limb,  and  only  re- 
dency  to  a  renewal  of  the  disease.  The  mained  attached  to  a  few  blackened 
morbid  action,  the  essential  part  of  the  fragments  of  the  wrist  and  hand ;  while 
malady,  comes  in  paroxysms ;  and  al-  the  mutilation  of  the  opposite  limb 
though  there  are  lucid  intervals,  it  is  was  not  much  less.  The  integuments 
often  connected  with  some  organic  af-  of  both  arms,  as  high  as  the  elbow» 
fection  of  the  brain.  The  older  the  were  much  laceratea  and  burned ;  the 
patient  the  less  is  the  prospect  of  re-  skin,  and  in  many  places  the  cellular 
covery ;  of  the  young,  two^tnirds  have  tissue  beneath  it,  being  infiltrated  with 
been  cured ;  of  those  between  50  and  dirt,  fragments  of  stone,  and  gunpow- 
60,  one-sixth  only.  der.  The  head  and  face  were  much 
injured.    The  features  were  so  black- 

CLINICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  encd  and  cut  that  it  was  difficult  to 

SURGERY  recognise   them.    Sight  appeared,  at 

Bt  R.  H.  M«adk,  Bnidford,  Yorkriure.  «"*•  *«  ^  totaUy  destroyed,  the  scle- 

'              '  rotica  and  cornea  of  both  eyes,  as  well 

(.Fbr  the  Lomdon  Medical  Gazette  J  as  the    lids,  being   extensively  lace- 

rated  with   fragments  of  stone,   and 

l.'-Casei  of  severe  injury,  accompanied  blackened  with  gunpowder.  On  sepa- 
with  very  slight  constitutional  dis-  rating  the  lids  the  man  could  see  light 
tnrbance.  with  the  left  eye,  but  the  sight  of  the 
It  has  often  been  observed,  that  when  right  was  quite  gone.  Vision  was  pro- 
persons  meet  with  very  complicated  bably  destroyed  at  once  by  concussion 
injuries,  they  frequently  recover  with  of  the  retina,  as  the  globe  of  the  eye 
suprising  rapidity,  and  snfier  from  less  was  not  apparently  penetrated  by  any 
constitutional  and  febrile  irritation  than  of  the  wounds  on  its  surface.  There 
commonly  occur  after  more  simple  were  several  wounds  in  the  scalp,  and 
accidents.  It  seems  that  in  very  ex-  one  deep  out  on  the  front  of  the  left  leg. 
tensive  injuries,  where  several  distinct  As  soon  as  he  had  rallied  from  the 
parts  of  the  bodv  are  hurt  at  the  same  immediate  shock  of  the  accident,  which, 
time  (when  the  shock  is  not  so  great  as  was  about  three  hours  from  the  time 
to  destroy  life  before  reaction  takes  that  I  first  saw  him,  I  amputated  both 
place,  and  in  which  no  internal  and  arms  below  the  elbow  by  the  circular 
vital  organs  are  seriously  injured),  the  operation,  leaving  the  stumps  as  long, 
injury  in  one  part  acts  as  a  check  upon  and  saving  as  much  of  the  skin,  as  the 
that  in  another,  producing  a  sort  of  injured  state  of  the  soft  parts  would 
counter-irritation,  which  keeps  down  allow.  I  then  cleansed  the  lacerated 
violent  inflammatory  action,  and  sym-  and  burnt  integuments,  and  brought 
pathetic  fever.  Whether  there  is  any  them  together,  so  as  to  make  two  very 
truth  in  this  idea,  or  the  effects  have  good  stumps.  I  put  two  or  three  su- 
been  merely  accidental,  I  will  not  pre-  tures  in  each,  and  dressed  them  with 
tend  to  decide,  but  will  relate  one  or  spermaceti  cerate.  The  burnt  state  of 
two  cases  that  have  occurred  in  my  the  skin  precluded  the  use  of  adhesive 
own  practice  in  illustration  of  the  plaster,  lie  was  now  put  to  bed;  his 
point.  face  and  eyes  were  washed,  so  as  to 
In  the  evening  of  the  Ist  of  Novem-  remove  as  many  fragments  of  dirt  and 
ber,  1843, 1  was  sent  for  to  see  a  strong  stone  as  possible,  and  a  soft  thin  bread 
robust  man,  named  William  Priestly,  and  water  poultice  (confined  in  a  bag) 
aged  42,  who  had  met  with  a  severe  was  appliea  over  the  whole  face.  His 
accident  while  sinking  the  shaft  of  a  other  wounds  were  dressed,  and  I 
coal-pit.  He  was  engaged  with  ano-  ordered  him  an  aperient  mixture  to  take 
ther  man  in  blasting  some  hard  rock  every  few  hours, 
with    gunpowder,    when    the    charge  He  recovered  without  a  symptom  of 
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coDStitotional  distarbanoe.  Tfaestumpf  frdotnred  limb.  The  external  wound 
onited  with  rapidity;  one  was  qmte  soon  healed,  so  that  it  became  a  simple 
well  in  a  fortnight,  and  both  arms  were  fracture  ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  con- 
completely  healed  in  three  weeks.  tinue  the  use  of  splints  for  nearly  three 

His  chief  suflferings  arose  fiom  the  months  before  union  became  firm.    It 

anjoiy  to  the  eyes;   considerable  in-  seemed  a  consequence  of  the  compli- 

fliunmation  occnrred  in  both  of  them,  cated  iinuries  under  which  the  man 

afibcting  all  the  external  proj^er  tunics,  was  suffering,  that  there  was  not  suffi- 

and  being  Tcry  protracted  in  its  course,  cient  vigote  m  the  constitution  to  effect 

In  the  right  eye,  matter  formed  in  the  anion  between  the  fractured  bones, 

interior   chamber,  and   between   the  ,,      ^        ^                ^ 

layers  of  the  cornea,  and  complete  dis-  H— Ciwe  ofreewtryfrom  a  Mvere  w- 

omnization  of  the  globe  took  pbice,  J»"*y  <<^'*«  ^^^'i  «J«'A  tusptcUdfvac: 

In  the  left,  very  considerable  inflam-  "*'"«  </'*'  *«*«  «/'*«  «*«*''• 

malioii  of  the  cornea  and  sclerotica  William  Wilson,  about  35  years  of 

occurred,  extending  to  the  iris,  which  age,  a  workman  at  the  Low  Moor  Iron 

required  for  its  removal  the  repeated  Works,  was   knocked  down,  on    the 

local  abstraction  of  blood,  and  the  long*  morning  of  the  24th  of  May,  1844,  by 

continned  administration  of  mercury,  a   violent  blow   from  a  heavy  piece 

so  as  to  keep  up  a  slight  affection  of  of  iron,    connected   with    some  ma- 

the  mouth.    He  ultimately  recovered  chinery,    which    swun?   round,   and 

the  sight  of  this  eve,  though  it  still  struck  him  on  the  right  temple.      I 

remains  very  imper&ct  in  consequence  saw  him  about  an  hour  after  the  oc- 

of  opacity  of  the  cornea,  owing,  in  a  currence,   and   found  him  labouring 

great  measare,  to  the  presence  of  par*  under   severe  symptoms    of    concus- 

tides  of  ipmpowder  which   are  im-  sion  of  the  brain.     He  was  nearly 

bedded  in  its  substance.  comatose,  being  insensible  to  anything 

Casx  II.— >I  met  with  a  very  similar  that  was  said  to  him,  but  very  restless, 
case  to  the  last  during^  the  preceding  and  capable  of  articulating  a  few  inco- 
year.  On  the  Ist  of  October,  1842,  i  herent  words.  He  was  cold  and  pale, 
was  called  to  a  man  named  John  Wil*  and  had  a  very  small,  but  a  slow  pulse, 
son,  who  had  been  injured  in  precisely  He  had  vomited  several  times,  both  on 
the  same  manner  while  sinkins^  a  coal*  the  road,  and  after  he  got  home,  and 
pit.  He  was  a  strong  healthy  man,  continued  to  do  so  while  I  remained 
about  45  years  of  age.  His  left  arm  with  him.  The  contents  of  his  stomach 
and  hand  were  so  shattered  that  ampu-  consisted  almost  entirely  of  blood,  in  a 
tation  of  the  limb  was  obliged  to  be  pure  and  partly  coagulated  state.  Sus* 
performed  a  little  below  the  elbow,  pecting,  trom'the  appearance  of  the 
The  thumb  of  the  opposite  hand  had  olood,  that  it  must  nave  been  swal- 
alM  to  be  removed  at  its  articulation  lowed,  and  finding  that  the  man  had 
with  the  metacarpal  bone,  in  conse-  received  no  injury  on  any  other  part  but 
quence  of  its  having  sustained  a  com*  the  head,  I  examined  the  fauces,  and 
pound  fracture  with  dislocation.  One  found  that  the  blood  was  trickling  down 
eye  was  destroyed,  there  being  a  pene*  the  back  of  the  pharynx,  and  evidently 
tratinfi^  wound  of  the  globe ;  the  scalp  proceeded  from  the  rupture  of  some 
and  race  were  extensively  lacerated,  vessel  at  the  base  ofthe  skull,  and  passed 
and  there  was  also  a  severe  compound  down  the  oesophagus  into  the  stomach, 
fracture  of  the  left  leg  a  little  below  On  examination  of  the  head,  the  only 
the  knee.  external  injury  that  could  be  found  was 
This  man  recovered  without  any  a  small  contused  wound  on  the  right 
febrile  disturbance,  or  disorder  of  the  temple,  a  little  above  the  upper  edge 
seneral  health.  The  stump  rapidly  of  the  zygoma,  from  which  some  blood 
Sealed,  and  the  wounds  on  the  nead  was'oonng.  On  introducing  a  probe, 
and  leg  soon  closed.  His  chief  suffer-  'it  passed  through  the  temporal  muscle, 
ings  (as  in  the  former  case)  arose  from  and  1  could  feel  the  bone  rough  and 
the  injured  eye.  Chronic  inflamma^  denuded  of  its  j)eriosteom  beneath,  but 
tion  of  all  the  tunics  occurred,  which  T  could  not  satisfy  myself  whether  there 
terminated  in  suppuration  and  collapse  was  any  fissure  or  crack ;  and  the 
of  the  globe.  His  complete^recovery  wound  was  not  sufficiently  luge  to  ad- 
was  also  retarded  for  some  time  by  mit  of  the  introduction  of  the  finger, 
want  of  union  between  the  bones  of  the  />tff^Ro«tf.— Judging  from  the  symp* 
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tomg  which  I  have  detailed,  I  suspected    night    On  the  following  day  I  found 
that  there  mast  be  a  fracture  extend-    him  much  the  same,  still  insensible, 
ing  from   the   temporal  fossa  down-    but  breathing  naturally,  and  wi^  a 
wards  to  the  base  of  the  skull,  and  I    full  pulse.     I  repeated  the  bleeding' 
accounted  for  the  hiemorrhage  by  sup-    from  the  arm,  and  ordered  some  leeches, 
posing  that  there   was  laceration    of  and  afterwards  an  evaiwrating  lotion  t» 
some  of  the  vessels  or  sinuses  at  the    be  applied  to  the  temple,  which  was 
base  of  the  brain  ;  for  the  blood  to  find    now  considerably  swollen  and  inflamed, 
its  way  into  the  pharynx  must  either    He  slowly  recovered,  and  as  his  con- 
have  escaped  from  some  vessels  exter-    sciousness  returned  (which  was  nearly 
nal  to  the  skull,  or  have  found  its  way    a  week  first)  he  complained  of  consi- 
throu^rh  a  fissure  in  the  bone.    The    derable  pain  at  the  side  and  back  of 
bleeding  appeared  to  be  analogous  in    the  neck,  and  back  of  the  head,  with 
character  to  that  which  is  so  commonly    stifihess  in  moving  his  jaws,  and  dif- 
observed  from  the  ears  in  cases  of  frac-    ficulty  of  articulation,  which  continued 
ture  of  the  base  of  the  skull.*  more  or  less  for  several  weeks.     He 

My  prognoiit  was  of  course  very  un-  was  six  or  seven  weeks  before  he  was 
favourable,  as  I  expected  efiusion  of  able  to  leave  his  bed,  and  for  many- 
blood  would  probably  take  place  within  weeks  after  he  was  obliged  to  live  very 
the  cranium,  as  well  as  externally,  and  low,  keep  very  quiet,  and  take  purga* 
produce  pressure  on  the  brain,  complete  tive  medicines,  or  he  suffered  from 
coma  and  death.  severe   attacks  of  pain  in  the  head, 

Treatment. ^Th^  man  being  in  a  and  sickness,  which  several  times  re- 
state of  collapse  I  did  not  venture  to  quired  the  application  of  leeches  for 
bleed  him,  though  a  modem  writer,  of  their  removal.  He  ultimately  got  qnite 
no  mean  pretensions,t  encourages  the  well,  and  continues  so  at  tne  present 
practice  of  taking  away  blood  (in  some    time. 

instances)  from  the  arm,  "at  the  earliest    tti      r*        r  •     ^w 

period  possible"  after  concussion  of  ^^^--Caseof  severe  spratn  of  the  sncro^ 
the  bnunT  without  reference  to  the  ^,  ,  „  *'•''*'  articulatioH. 
state  of  the  pulse.  1  ordered  him  to  be  .  The  following  case  possesses  no  other 
kept  as  quietas  possible  in  bed,  warmth  SJi^'^^e  of  interest  besides  its  rarity. 
to  be  applied  to  the  extremities,  a  little  The  sacro-iliac  articulation  is  so  strong 
warm  gruel  to  be  given  him  tft  inter-  ^^^^  i^  ^  ▼eiy  seldom  injured  except  in 
vals,  if  he  could  swallow  it,  and  a  bread  severe  cases  in  which  the  pelvis  is 
and  water  poultice  to  be  applied  over  seriously  damaged,  and  in  whioh  the 
the  bruise  on  the  temple,  i  aJso  pre-  injury  to  this  joint  is  complicated  with 
scribed  (chiefly  as  a  placebo)  an  ape-  fracture  of  the  bones  and  other  mis- 
rient  mixture  containing  a  little  sul«    chief. 

phate  of  magnesia,  which  was  to  be       William  Clayton,  aged  25,  a  strong 
given  him  every  hour.  youn^  man,  by  trade  a  mechanic,  while 

In  t^e  evening  I  sent  my  assistant  working  in  a  mill  for  the  construction 
to  see  him,  with  directions  to  bleed  him  o{  machinery,  met  with  the  following 
if  reaction  had  taken  place.  He  found  accident  in  the  beginning  of  April  1844. 
him  lying  in  a  state  of  nearly  com-  A  rack  suspended  from  the  roof  or 
plete  coma;  the  vomiting  had  ceased,  ceiling  of  the  building  in  which  he  was 
and  also  the  bkseding  in  the  throat,  working,  and  which  was  filled  with  a 
His  skin  was  warm,  and  his  pulse  had  number  of  heavy  bars  of  iron,  gave 
risen  considerably  both  in  fi-equency  ^^y,  and  fell  upon  him.  He  was  stand- 
and  fulness.  Under  these  circum-  ing  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  and  was 
stances  he  took  -about  Jxij.  of  blood  >n  a  stooping  position  at  the  time,  so 
from  his  arm,  and  directed  the  friends  that  he  received  the  weight,  amounting 
to  continue  the  aperient  mixture  (some  to  more  than  a  ton,  on  tne  back  of  his 
of  which  he  had  swallowed)  during  the    head  and  shoulders,  and  was  forcibly 

bent  down  into  the  corner  with  his  legs 

*  We  cuinot  iffree  with  oor  correspondent  in  doubled  under  him.  A^hen  extricated, 
thinking  that  the  preaence  of  blood  in  tfie  pharynx  it  was  found  that  his  head  and  back 
was  samcient  evidence  of  the  existence  of  ft  frac-  „,«-«  „«v,.,,fr  u.,*  i,«  ^^^^\^i^^a  r^f*u^ 
ture  throurh  the  bMe  of  the  skull.   It  mi^ht,  at    were  unhurt,  but  hq  complained  of  the 

be  admits,  taave  escaped  fkrom  some  vessels  ester-    most  excruciating  pain  in  the  right  hip, 

"t  A  gr.t'^1;ri?."c.fcJf Surgrr,,  b,  P™fe«o,    «"<»  ?'  '^e  lower  part  of  the  back.  whiA 
Fergusson.  pp.  437.  »    "   *  ^^^^  increased  by  any  attempt  to  move 
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the  right  leg,  ot  to  bear  any  weight  foregoing.    The  animal  was  taken  in  a 
npon  it,    1  flaw  him  about  two  hours  trap  danng  the  night  between  the  Ist 
Jter  the  accident,  and  found  him  com-  and  2d  of  February,  1 844,  and  remained 
plaining    of    constant    and   dreadful  in  it  alive  until  1 1  a.m.  on  the  morning 
agony,  which  he  described  as. having  of  the  third.    On  examination  after 
the  aching  character  peculiar  to  a  se-  death,  which  was  effected  by  drowning, 
vcre  sprain.    On  examining  the  part  af-  it  appeared  that  numerous  large  and 
fected  he  referred  the  pain  exactly  to  recent  corpora  lutea  were  developed  m 
the  point  of  junction  of  the  sacrum  with  the  ovaries.    Inferring  .from  that  cir- 
the  right  ilium.    There  was  no  bruise  cumstance  that  the  animal  hud  been 
orsignofcxtemalinjury  over  the  part,  impregnated  only  a  short  time  pre- 
except  some  swelling,  and,  in  fact,  he  viously,  I  examined  the  vapna,  uterus, 
•aid  that  he  had  not  been  struck  in  that  and  fallopian  tubes,  most  minutely,  but 
ritoation,  but  felt  as  if  the  injury  had  could  not  find  any  trace  of  seminal 
been  caused  by  the  weight  which  fell  fluid  in  either  of  them.    I  discovered, 
npon  him  forcibly  doubling  him  up,  however,  the  extruded  ova  m  the  com- 
and  straining  the  lower  part  of  his  back,  mencemen  t  of  the  tube.    I  may  observe, 
I  could  detect  no  injury  to  the  bones  of  that  the  ova  are  extremely  difficult  to 
the  pelvis  or  thigh,  nor  to  the  hip-  find  in  the  oviduct,  both  in  this  animal 
joint,  and  the  man  co,uld  move  the  af-  and  in  the   mouse.     The  tube  is  so 
fected  limb,  though  it  caused  him  an  small  that  it  is  not  possible  to  cut  it 
mcrease  of  pain  to  do  so.    There  was  open  with  even  the    finest    scissors. 
great  tenderness,  and,  as  I  have  men-  The  observer  therefore  has  no  other 
UoQcd,  some  swelling  over  the  sacro-  resource  left  him  but  to  dissect  out,  m 
Hiac  articulation.    The  pain  continued  the  first  place,  all  its  tortuosities  care^ 
for  several  days,  of  the  same  constant  fully,  which  of  itself  is  no  easy  task, 
aching  character,  but  was  unaccompa-  they  bein?   very  closely   compacted, 
nied  by  any  constitutional  disturbahce.  and  the  tube  measuring  scarcely  half 
It  gradually  subsided,  though  for  se-  a  Paris  line  in  diameter,  and  then  to 
▼eral  weeks  he  could  not  bear  to  press  remove  the  contents  of  the  oviduct,  by 
the  foot  on  the  ground,  and  it  was  six  very  cautious  and  gentle  scraping  ot 
or  seven  weeks  before  he  attempted  to  small  portions  at  a  time,  on  to  a  platQ 
walk.    He  ultimately  quite  recovered,  of  glass,  examining  them  afterwards 
and  returned  to  work  about  two  months  most  minutely  with  a  simple  micros- 
after  the  accident :  he  was  then  still  cope.    It  is  very  difficult  to  detect  the 
rather  lame.    The  treatment  consisted  ova  even  then,  for  they  are  not  only 
of  perfect  rest,  with  the  application  of  very  small,  but  almost  perfectly  trans- 
leeches  and  fomentations   m  the  first  parent  also,  the  yolk  being  composed 
instance,  subsequently  gentle  friction  of  only  a  very  pale  minutely  granular 
with  soap  liniment,  and  ultimately  the  substance.     1  was,  however,  as  I  have 
application  of  a  soap  plaster  spread  on  stated,  fortunate  enough  to  find  the 
thick  leather,  supported  by  a  bandage,  ova  in  the  superior  third  of  the  tube. 

°^  They  measured,  including  the  zona, 

O-CXMl  P.  in.  =  Jff  P.  line,  =  i  millim. 

TBB  pxaiooicAL  iiATUBATioH  AND  sx-  |q  diamctcr.      The    zona   was   about 

TBUBIOM    OF    OVA,    INDEPENDENTLY    OF  O'OOCQ  P.  lu.  =  **V  ^-  ^^^^>  =  T^ff  °*^^- 

COITUS,  IN  MAMMALIA  AND  MAN,  ^^  thickncss.     Therc  was  no  longer. 

PROVED  TO  BE  any  trace  of  the  cells  of  the  discus 

PRTMARV  rmMn?TinN  to  thfir  around  the  zona.    The  vitelline  mass 

PRMARY  CONDITION  TO  THEIR  ^^mpletely  filled  out  the  interior  of  the 

«    Z^^r  K>na  in  all  the  ova;  and  I  could  not 

«^       ^J^'.  .    ^'?J!f^??"v*u  m.  discover  any  thing  of  a  vesicle,  cor. 

Profeflwr  of  Medicine,  and  Director  of  the  Phy-  i     *     ♦if^  i;t-.  ;«  4K^.«       I  eVinn1<1 

■iotogical  Institute  at  Gieuen,  Sec.  fcc.  puscle,  or  the  like,  m  them.     1  shouia 

Trantlattdbp  attach  great  importance  to  the  latter 

circumstance  if  the  observation  itself 


Hbnbt  Smitb,  Esq.  F.R.C.S.  &c. 
[Concluded  from  p.  099*.] 


the  last  part  of  this  paper,  daring  its  pMfW 
through  the  prew,  although  I  had  observed  it  in 

I  THINE  that  the  following  observations  SloSd'SSSSII;  Jld'itaf^s'ftSIf  «.?bi&om! 

upon  a  rat  may  also  be  classed  with  the  The  sentence  should  read  thus,  **  receded  from  it, 

*^ 1 . as  though  indicative  of  the  presence  of  the  ger- 

*  I  find  1  omitted  to  correct  a  serious  error  in  minal  vesicle.'* 
908.— XXXV,  3  M 
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did  A6l  ndfDit  of  a  doubt  with  regsfd  to  or  ka  distiiieiy  defiBite)y  pBtaenred^ 

its  cOvr^ttKW ;  lor  the  fact  of  the  yolk  and  recogniaable.    I  think  it  probable 

being  fio   Tery  trtneparetit  ougbl  to  thai  th^  are  QraafiaA  veeicleB  of  a 

render  the  observation  of  thoeechangea  lornwr  period  of  <'heal,"  fromwbick 

Whieh  occur  in  the  gertninai  tesiole  or  ^e  ova  nave  escaped  without  the  act  o£ 

germinal  spot,  previoito  to  the  eoni-  copulation   havint^   taken  place.     A 

aiencement  of  the  division  <^  the  yolk,  short  time  since  I  ezamkiea  a  rabbit 

much  mofe  easy  in  this  than  in  any  six  or  eight  hours  after  coiCas,  and 

other  mammalian  ovum  as  yet  investi-  found  that  the  ova  had  not  as  jet 

gated.     The  contents  of  the  oviduct  quitted  the  Graafian  vesicles,  which 

arC)  however,  so  small,  that  the  ova  were  much  swollen.    In  addition  to 

cannot  be  examined  at  all  without  the  these,  however,    there   were   corpora 

addition  of  some  fluid ;  and  it  becomea  lutea  of  a  considerable  size  in  both 

a  question  as  to  what  changes  that  (in  ovaries^  which  could  not  be  the  eflfect 

this  instance  it  was  saliva)  might  have  of  a  previous  littering,  as  they  were 

already  induced  in  the  interior  of  the  much  too  large  for  that,  and  the  animal 

delicate  evulum.     An  ovarian  ovum  had  also  been  kept  alone  for  aevesal 

which  I  examined  had  about  the  same  weeks   previously.      1    regard   these, 

diameter;  the  yolk  was,  however,  still  therefore,    likewise  as  corpora  lutea 

more  pale,  and  I  most  distinctly  re-  of  a    "period  of  heat"    which   had 

eognised  in  it  the  germinal  vesicle,  passed  over  without  copulation, 
measuring  0*001 1  P.  in.  3=  ^  p.  line.        From  all  that  I  have  stated,  then»  it 

ss  ^  millim.,  with  its  germinal  spot  of  is  quite  certain,  that  at  the  period  of 

about  0*00039  P.  in.  ==5  ^^  P.  line,  «=  "  heat,"  and  even  when  no  act  of  cc^u- 

^  millim.   The  germinal  spot  refracted  lation  takes  place,  the  ova  of  mammsdia 

the  light  strongly,  had  a  very  dark  areextruded  from  the  ovary,andenter  the 

outline,  and  resembled  a  fat  globule.  fallopian  tube,  but  that  they  there  prove 

I  tlunk  that  this  rat  had  not  been  abortive :  cornora  lutea,  however,  ans 

impregnated,  but  that  the   ova   had  formed  upon  tne  ovary  as  though  coitus 

qmtted  the  ovary   and  entered   the  and  impregnation  had  been  etteated. 
JNilIopian  tube  notwithstanding.    Had        As   a  counterpart  to  these   obser- 

eopulation  been  effected,  according  to  vations,  which  prove  the  maturation 

all  that  I  have  observed  on  this  point  and  extrusion  ot  ova  independently  o€ 

in   other    animals,   the    spermatozoa  the  seminal  fluid  of  the  male,  I  will 

would  have  been  discover^le  some-  adduce  another  fact,  which  proves  the 

where  in  the  female  organs  of  genera-  same  on  the  other  hand  for  the  semen, 
tion,  for  the  ova  were  yet  in  the  supe*       On  the  6th  of  March,  1844,  I  exa*- 

rior  part  of  the  oviduct.    In  a  mottBe,  mined  a  bitchy  not  knowing  when  the 

In  which,  about  two  years  previously,  animal  had  received  the  male  for  the 

I  had  found  the  ova  near  the  same  first  time,  but  being  certain  that  coitus 

spot  in  the  oviduot,  the  entire  uterus  had  taken  place  the  day  before.    The 

and  the   tubes  were   distended  with  lefib   ovary   exhibited   three    corpora 

seminal  fluid,  and  spermatoBoa  were  lutea,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  oviduct 

also  present  upon  the  zones  of   the  I  found  the  three  ova  quite  normal  in 

ova.    Probably,  therefore,  this  rat  was  condition.    The  right  ovary,  on  the 

made  a  prisoner  in  the  commencement  contrary,  was  very  small,  and  did  not 

Of  **  the  heat,"  before  copulating,  and  exhibit  either  a  swollen  or  an  opened 

the  ova  had  quitted  the  Grewflan  vesicles  Graafian  vesicle,  or  corpora  lutea,  and 

without  impregnation.  of  course  there  was  bo  ovum  in  the 

Previous  observers^  and  among  them  tube.    I  found  spermatozoa,  however, 

Barry  (Researches  in  Embryology,  2d  in  the  uterus  and  oviduct  notonlj  as  high 

series^  p.  319,  §  161),  have  frequently  as  the  ovary,  but  upon  it.   This  proves 

observed  Graafian  vesicles  in  the  ovaries  positively  that  no  especial  design  is  in 

6f  the  mbbit  considerably  swollen,  and  operation   hero.      Aooording    to   the 

filled  with  bloodk    Several  instances  of  general  mode  of  considering  organic 

the  kind  have  presented  themselves  to  phenomena,  which  always  presupposes 

me,  but  always  only  in  does  which  had  a   precise   design,    one   would    have 

remained  for  a  ibng  time  separated  supposed  that  when  no  ovum  was  to 

irotti>  the  male.     I   never  found  an  be  necundated  the  seminal  fluid  would 

oVnm  in  them,  but   dnljr  blood-cor-  not  have  reached  the  part.    But  it  had 

puscles,  the  figure  of  which  WM  more  pursued  its  customary  course  uninler- 
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mptedly,    just   u   tbe    ovum   takes  ^od  health  comes  on,  and  the  sexual 

its  owa    Quite  independently  of  the  impulse  especially  manifests  itself  in 

semen.     There  is    no   attraction,  no  the  human  female,  on  the  passing  off  of 

polari^,  orsoch  like  force,  in  operation  menstruation,  and  it  seems  to  me,  there- 

nere,  sach  as  we  are  so  ready  to  apply  fore,  that  the  most  complete  accordance 

to  the  supposed  explanation  of  certain  occurs  here,  and  that  all  the  arguments 

natural  phenomena.    Ovum  and  semi-  which  have  been  brought  forward  in 

nal   flaia  are  altogether  independent  favour  of  the  analogy  between  **  the 

prodnets  of  older  organisms.     Their  heat"    and  menstruation    are   rather 

meeting,  and  the  consequent  fecunda*  strengthened  than  otherwise.    A  repe^ 

tion  of  the  ovum,  although  necessary  tition  of  the  arguments  here  would  be 

lor  the  maintenance  of  the  species,  are  sui^erfluous. 

in  themselves  quite  accidental  occur-  All  intelligent  anatomists,  physiolo* 

rencea,  frequent  instances  of  which  gists,  and  physicians,  have  long  since 

are  so  clearly  evident  in  organic  nature,  been  convinced  that  the  cause  of  men- 

I^  then,  the  foregoing  observations  struation,  as  well  as  that  of  the  sexual 

prove,  with  respect  to  mammalia,  that  impulse,  and  of  the  whole  female  cha- 

their  generation  and  propagation  are  racter,  is  to  be  sought  for  in  the  ovaries.. 

brought  about  prima  toco  oy  the  spon-  But  that  the  uterus,  on  the  other  hand, — 

taneous  periodical  formation  and  matu*  although  it  be  the  organ  in  which  the 

ration  of  ova,  and  not  by  copulation,  characteristics  of  classes  and  species 

analogy  alone  would  lead  us  to  pre-  are  most  especially  manifested,  in  so  far 

suppose  the  like  for  man.     But  eveU  as  regards  the  genital  organs, — yet,  in 

here  indirect  proofs  at  least  are  not  the  above  respect  has  but  a  secondary 

wanting.  importance.     Numerous  pathological 

It  is  well  known  that  the  function  of  faults  of  the  most  diverse  description, 

menstroation  in  the  human  female  was  and  primary  deviations  from  the  natural 

long  ago  and  frequently  compared  with  formation,  exhibit  most  constant  ac*' 

*'  the  neat"  in  animals.    Some  of  the  cordance  with  this  view.     I  shall  quote 

most  intelligent  physicians  and  natu-  only  one  such  instance  here ;  it  is  from 

ralists  of  various  periods  have  adopted  a  recent  and  almost  unknown  source 

this  opinion,  although  it  was  contended  of  information  upon  castrated  females, 

against  by  others  no  less  celebrated  communicated  byDr.Robert6,in  a  work 

than  themselves.    Regarding  Bordacfa  descriptive  of  a  journey  from  Delhi  to 

as  the  most  importantofthe  latter  class,  Bombay.     The  persons  examined  by 

the  onlv  argument  of  all  those  brought  him  were  twenty-five    years  of  age, 

forward  by  him  which  seems  to  me  large,  muscular,  and  perfectly  healthy. 

to  have  any  weight  is  that  in  which  he  They  had  no  breasts,  no  nipples,  aud 

dmwB  attention  to  the  important  dis-  no  hair  on  the  pubes.    The  vagina  was 

tkiction  existing  between  '*  the  heat''  eon)pletely  closed,  and  the  arch  of  the 

and  menstruation,  in  respect  to  sexual  pubis  so  narrow  that  the  ascending 

impulse  and  copulation.     The  beast  ramus  of  the  ischium,  and  the  descend- 

copulates  onfy  during **  the  heat;"  man,  ing  ramus  of  the  pubes,  were  almost  in 

on  the  contrary,  always  feels  himself  contact.    There  was  no  deposition  of 

repelled  from  the  female  during  men-  fat  about  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

struation.    If  this  were  correct,  I  should  ffenitul  organs,  nor  were  the  nates  more 

also  be  of   the  opinion    that   it   in-  developed  than  in  man,  whilst  the  rest 

volved  an  essential  distinction.    But  of  the  body  was  well  provided  with  fat. 

attentive   observers    have    previously  There  was  not  a  trace  of  menstrual 

remarked,  and    I  can   only   confirm  secretion,  nor  anything  which  might 

it,  that  such  a  distinction  is  altoge>  supply  its  place;   there  was  also  no 

ther  wanting,  for  the  female  of  ani-  sexual  impulse. 

mals  idso  manifests,  at  the  commence-  Anatomy  has  also  recently  furnished 

ment  of  **  the  heat,'*  a  condition  of  direct  proMs  in  favour  of  the  views  ad* 

sickliness,  during  which  it  altogether  vanced  in  this  essay.    Surprising  as  it 

refuses  to  permit  coitus  to  be  ejected,  seemed  at  first,  from  the  endless  con^ 

It  seeks  that  act  for  the  first  time  only  troversies  carried   on   respecting  the 

when  the  phenomena  attendant  upon  corpora  lutea,  there  is  now  ao  longer 

''the  heat"  have  reached  a  cevtatn  stage  any  doubt  of  the  fact  that,  at  each  re- 

of  development.     It  is,  however,  also  turn  of  the  function  of  menstruation, 

well  known  that  asensalLon  of  unusual  the  ovary  takes  on  a  oondition  of  in* 
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creased  activity,  that  a  Graafian  vesicle  mediately  after  menfitruating,  and  even 

becomes  considerably  developed,  and  examples  are  not  wanting  where  this 

bursts,  and  that  a  corpus  luteum  is  took  place  only  during  menstruation, 
formed  in  its  place.    The  researches  of       It  is  likewise  now  a  settled  point  that 

R.    Lee,    Paterson,     William    Jones,  there  is  no  more  certain  mode  of  reck- 

Negrier,    Gendrin,    Raciborsky,     and  oning  the  period  of  pregnancy,  than 

Pouchet,  leave  no  room  for  doubt  on  that  which  dates  from  the  last  occur- 


had  the  opportunity  of  making:  four  reckoning  nine  months  and  eight  days 
observations  which  bear  upon  this  part  from  the  last  menstrual  period  in  ro- 
of our  subject,  all  occurnng  in  young  galar  instances.  At  the  same  time  he 
and  healthy  persons,  three  of  whom  told  me,  that  he  had  frequently  re- 
met  their  deaths  by  drowning,  and  the  moved  sterility  by  advising  coitus  im- 
fourth  died  very  suddenly.  I  found  mediately  after,  or  even  during  men- 
indubitable  appearances  of  menstrua-  struation. 

tion  in  all  of  them;  on  the  ovaries  of       Although  at  the  present  moment  di- 

three  of  them  a  Graafian  vesicle  which  rect  information  as  to  the  fate  of  the 

had^  burst  and  was  tilled  with  blood,  ovum  during  and  after  the  menstrual 

and    on    the    fourth    an    enormously  period  may  be  wanting,  (for  supplying 

swollen  one  which  had  a  diameter  of  which  I  hope  that  an  early  opportu- 

seven  lines.     I  learnt  afterwards  ouite  nity,  combined  with  the  necessary  dex- 

decidedly  with  respect  to  one  of  these  terity  and  care,  may  be  presented),  yet 

instances,  that  menstruation  was  going  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  that : 
on  at  the  time  when  she  met  her  death.        ««  In  the  human  female,  during  the 

I  have  just  received  intelligence  from  period  in  which  she  is  capable  of  child- 

Dr.  Ecker,  of  Heidelberg,  that  he  had  bearing,  there  occur  every  four  weeks 

found  a  Graafian  vesicle  which  had  a  maturation  and  extrusion  of  an  ovum 

burst,  and  was  filled  with  a  recent  co-  from  the  ovary,  which  process  is  ac- 

gulum,  in  the  body  of  a  person  aged  25,  companied  by  a  simultaneous  secretion 

who  had  lately  been  executed  there,  of  blood  from  the  uterus." 
and  in  whom  menstruation  had  been        I  have  no  doubt  that  this  law  will 

present  twelve  days  before  death.     He  not  only  stand  the  test  of  future  expe- 

examined  the  tube  with  great  care  in  rience,  but  will  also  serve  to  explain 

search  of  an  ovum,  but  m  vain,  probably  many  phenomena  hitherto  unintelliri- 

bccaiise  It  had  by  that  time  undergone  ble*.    Experience  will  teach  us  wfet 

dissolution.  Besides,  in  my  oninion.  the  are  the  limits  of  its  application  in  man. 

human  ovum  may  be  classed  amongst  It  appears  that  the  secretion  of  blood 

the  most  diflScult  of  all  tubal  ova  to  from  the  uterus  commences  whilst  the 

discover,  in  conseauence  of  the  slight  ovum  is  still  inclosed  by  its  Graafian 

density  of  its  yolk,  and  the  vaguely  vesicle,  and  that  the  latter  bursU  and 

defined  outlines  of  its  zona.  the  ovum  escapes  towards  the  termina- 

It  is  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at,  tion  of  that  function.    While  In  the 

thatnumerous  eariier  observers— Valis-  tube,  the  ovum  is  probably  for  some 

neri,   Santorini,   Roederer,  Haighton,  -      

Home,  Brugnonj,  Cruikshank,  Meckel,       *P^'  ^^c^i  of  Dorpat,  lately  bromrht  for- 

Blundell,  and  others-have  seen  cor-  "SSl^o^lrSTl  '^^itl.^  o^^tT^tc^ 

pora  lutea   upon  the  ovaries  of  those  between  the  fallopian  tube  and  ovary  soon  after 

who  had  never  been  pregnant,    and  ^IlSPiiS"'%f5"!j*'.^.***^i^^*^e^ 

«..«« :«  ^u^^^    e    '     '  A  •  1  ^^H™  "^n*  tn«  ovary  into  the  tobe  la  effected 

even  in  those  of  virgins  and  young  girls,  and  secured.     Ppr  my  part  I  am  convinced,  and 

Such  instances  were  always  resfarded  'i''  *^®  followingr  reasons,  that  this  was  a  case 

AH  excentions  tn  th«>  ni1f>  sU  nnthnlnfri  °^  commencing:  menstruation,  but  not  one  of 

as  excepuons  lo  ine  rule,  as  patnologl-  conception;  firstly,  coitus  was  by  no  means  proved 

cal,  or  as  results  of  sexual  excitement  to  have  taken  place;  secondly,  Professor  Bidder 

occurring  at  some  former  period  with-  «iJ.??*  .?5?,  ""f  spcrmatoaoa  in  Uie  genital 

i.       •*  u:iaau  *^j     1-^  organs,  and  lastly,  because,  althonirh  the  con- 

OUt  coitus,  whilst  they  no  doubt  were  jertural  act  of  cdtion  should  have  iSn  ^«^ 

produced  by   recent  menstruation,    or  ^Yf.c^y*  previously,  vet  the  Graafian  vesicle  was 

the  OTx>ninvnf  a  fnlli<*lp  anii  i>RPAn^  nf  ■I"»cw«ea.     I  consider  the  connection  between 

ine  opening  OI  a  lOlUCie  ana  escape  Ot  the  ovary  andfUlopian  tube,  which  was  observed 

an  ovum.  in  this  instance,  as  decidedly  pathological.    Deli- 

Lastly,  it  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  ^}V^}^t  membranes,  of  precisely  the  character 

_  ^  •       »r  ^  a«i«  described,  are  very  common  in  connection  with 

WQmen  conceive  the  most  readily  im-  the  femali  organs  of  gtmeration. 
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days  capable  of  fecandation  on  copula-  is,  sometimes  accelerated  or  retarded  ; 
tion  being  effected.  *  What  is  the  limit  but  still  only  by  the  operation  of  causes 
Co  this  capacity  ?  Direct  observations  which  exert  a  far  deeper  influence  than 
alone  can  answer  this  question,  and  those  alluded  to.  Ofcourse,  all  that  is 
the^  are  as  yet  altogether  wanting.  I  known  with  respect  to  menstruation 
believe,  however,  that  I  have  a  right  has  its  value  in  relation  to  this  point, 
to  assume  that  fecundation  must  take  since  it  indicates  the  period  of  matura- 
place  while  the  ovum  is  in  the  fallopian  tion  of  an  ovum ;  but  the  collected  evi- 
tnbe,  since  it  is  extremely  probable  dence  with  regard  to  that  function 
that  development  first  commences  there,  shews  an  alteration,  such  as  that  men- 
If,  from  all  the  information  we  at  pre-  tioned  above,  to  be  something  uncom- 
sent  possess,  the  conclusion  may  be  mon;  and  all  our  latest  information  on 
permitted,  that  the  ovum  of  the  rabbit  the  formation  of  corpora  lutea  proves 
remains  three  days,  that  of  the  rumi-  only  that  the  above-named  influences 
nant  from  four  to  five,  and  that  of  the  can  hardly  possebs  such  a  power. 
dog  from  eight  to  ten  days  in  the  ovi-  It  is  doubtless  unnecessary  to  draw 
duct,  we  might  then  assume  the  ovum  attention  to  the  extraordinary  impor- 
of  the  human  female  to  be  capable  of  tance  attached  to  the  discovery  of  a 
fecundation  during  a  period  of  from  law  which  relates  to  one  of  the  weigh- 
eight  to  twelve  days  after  its  extrusion  tiest  interests  of  mankind.  Science  and 
from  the  ovary }  thus  probably,  also,  society  in  general  are  in  the  highest 
from  eight  to  twelve  days  after  the  degree  interested  in  it.  On  this  ac- 
cessationof  menstruation.  Such  aeon-  count  I  most  warmly  desire  that  nume- 
clusion,  however,  beingbased  upon  ana-  rous  further  tests  of  its  truth  may  not 
logy,  is  hazardous,  for  we  know  that  be  wanting,  and  that  it  may  not  be 
very  great  varieties  exist  in  different  opposed  by  antiquated  deeply-rooted 
animals  with  respect  to  the  time  during  prejudices,  which  are  sometimes  re- 
which  theovum  remains  in  the  oviduct;  garded  as  experience.  But  whoever 
fur  example,  in  the  deer,  according  to  proceeds  to  the  test  should  previously 
my  own  observations  and  those  of  Dr.  qualify  himself  for  the  task  by  much 
Zeigler,  it  most  probably  requires  even  embryological  research,  for  he  has  to 
months  for  its  passage  through  the  do  with  things  which  are  not  easily 
tube.  All  the  attempts  to  define  this  ascertained.  The  errors  of  centuries, 
period  which  have  hitherto  been  pro*  not  indifferent  about  the  question, 
mulgated,<— where  ova  12,  14,  and  21  prove  this.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  meet 
days  old  are  reported  to  have  been  well-grounded  doubts,  and  will  at  once 
seen  in  the  uterus,  and  in  which  even  proceed  to  remove  one  such,  which  has 
the  embryo  was  already  far  advanced  already  been  frequently  opposed  to  me. 
in  its  development, — ^are  altogether  un-  I  have  often  been  asked,  *'  If  concep- 
worthy  of  confidence,  since  they  date  tion  be  dependent  on  menstruation, 
from  the  act  of  coitus,  which  only  and  this  again  on  the  maturation  of  an 
specifies  the  limit  of  impregnation,  but  ovum,  how  does  it  occur  that  women 
not  the  period. at  whicn  th^  ova  quit  have  frequently  conceived  who  had 
tlie  ovary,  nor  do  they  admit  of  any  never  menstruated  P"  My  reply  is  the 
conclusion  as  to  the  latter  beitig  drawn  simple  statement,  that  although  the 
from  them.  The  lengthened  period  secretion  of  blood  be  a  norma),  and  the 
during  which  the  human  ovum  is  most  striking  phenomenon  which  ac- 
capable  of  fecundation  may  possibly  companies  the  maturation  of  an  ovum, 
have  been  the  cause  why  observation  yet  it  is  by  no  means  indtssolubly  con- 
has  4is  yet  proved  nothing  precise  upon  nected  with  it.  This  is  proved  by  the 
this  point.  On  the  other  hand,  it  does  first  glance  at  the  animal  kingdom, 
not  appear  that  any  ordinary  circum-  where  this  periodical  maturation  of  the 
stances,  such  as  physical  and  moral  ova  often  occurs  with,  but  more  fre- 
exciiement  of  the  sexual  impulse,  and  quently  without  such  a  secretion.  In 
the  like,  could  easily  induce  a  change  the  human  female  it  is  altogether  a 
in  the  character  of  the  maturation  of  normal  and  important  phenomenon, 
ova,  and  thus  also  in  the  possibility  of  but  by  no  means  one  which  is  essen- 
impregnation.  The  fact  is  contradicted  tial,— it  is  onlyiaccidental.  It  may  be 
by  all  our  experience  with  regard  to  absent,  but  mature  ova  may  neverthe- 
menstruation,  which  proves,  indeed,  less  be  developed,  and  therefore  also 
that  that  function  can  be,  and  actuidly  become  impregnated.   This  will  readily 
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bannoiufle  with  what  experience  shewSy  nomical  ftnsmgements  and  the  like,  that 

that  in  general  such  women  are  also  the  animals  are  either  immediately  im- 

^toigether   £ree   from   any   abnormal  pregnated,  orthattheiecnrrenceofthe 

symptoms.  maturation  oi  ova  is  obstmoled  and 

Again,  many  will  no  doubt  question  stopped  by  the  secveliaii  of  miUc.  That 

the  Thw  laid  down,  on  the  eround  that  an  analogy,  otherwise  ao  striking,  with 

it  is  scarcely  conceivable  uiat  so  im-  one  of  our  eommonest  domesttc  ani« 

portant  a  circumstance  should  have  mals,  the  cow,  should  have  remained 

escaped   observation   altogether,   and  for  the  most  part  unnoticed,  is  no  doubt 

esijecially  that  of  anatomists  and  phy-  to  be  attributed  to  some  of  the  above 

sicians,  during  their  numerous  disputes  circuBistanees. 

respecting  the  corpora  lutea.    To  this  As  regards  the  researches  of  anato* 
I  would  reply,  that  it  is  quite  true  mists  and  physiologists,  we  may  re- 
many  striking  points  were  long  since  mark,  that  they  in  the  first  place  did 
known  ;  as,  for  example,  the  depen-  actually  make  some  correct  obsenra* 
dence  of  fruitfulness   in   the  female  tions  ;  such,  for  instance,  as  those  nrov- 
upon  menstruation,  the  admission  of  the  ing   the  formation  of   corpora   latea 
fact  that  conception  takes  place  more  without  coitus  and  conception.    The 
readily  immediately  after  menstniation,  fact  that  they  did  not  interpret  them 
the  reckoning  of  pregnancy  according  correctly,  nor  develop  them  further,  is 
to  the  last  appearance  of  that  function,  an  additional  proof  of  the  necessity  for 
and  the  like.     The  reason  whv  these  not  only  the  corporeal  eye  and  hand, 
observations  did  not  lead  to  the  full  but  in  the  intellectual  eye  also  for  our 
knowledge  of  the  matter  lies  no  doubt  observations,  and  shows  how  necessa- 
in  the  frequent  recurrence  of  the  men-  rily  our  researches  must  be  accompa- 
strual  penod,  or  the  maturation  of  an  nied  by  an  idea,  by  reflection,  if  they 
ovum,  and  possibility  of  a  conception,  are  to  apprehend  correctly  even  simple 
If  women  menstruated  only  once  or  relatione  of  things.     But  tiiese  ideas 
twice  in  a  year,  it  would  long  since  were  not  mature,  they  could  not  be  so; 
have  been  remarked  that  such  was  the  and  the  eyes  of  men,  otherwise  most 
only  time  when  conception  was  possi-  distinguished,  could  not  therefore  be 
ble ;    menstruation    would   long   ago  enlightened  by  them.    Lastly,  however, 
have  been  recognised  as  perfectly  ana-  the  rare  opportunity  for  making  obser* 
logons  to  **  the  heat"  in  animals,  even  vations  on  this  subject  must  certainly 
though  the  most  essential  element  of  be  allowed  great  weight.    Such  oppor- 
it,  namely,  the  maturation  of  ova,  had  tonities  occur  but  very  seldom  after  the 
not  been  discovered.    The  possibility  usual  mode  of  death,  the  result  of  dis- 
of  conception,  however,  is,  on  the  one  ease.     Menstruation,   the  maturation 
hand,  so  frequently  repeated,  in  conse*  and  extrusion  of  ova,  is  too  intimately 
q^uence  of  the  menstrual  period  occur-  connected  with  the  functions  of  health, 
nng  eveiy  four  weeks,  that,  in  the  ab-  not  to  be  interrupted  by  almost  all 
sence  of  farther  data,  it  was  not  easilv  modes  of  death,  and  therefore  it  is  that, 
possible  to  fix  the  point  of  time  with  on  examination  afterwards,  nothing  is 
which  it  was  connected  more  accu-  found.    It  is  only  in  the  bodies  of  per- 
rately ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  men-  fectly  healthy  persons,  who  have  met 
struation   passes   over   so   frequently  a  violent  death,  that  we  can  hope  to 
without  its  purpose,  conception,  being  obtain  the  required  circumstances  for 
attained,  that  the  attention  must  natu-  observation.     And  how  many  of  sueh 
rally  have  been  directed  more  to  that  as  die  suddenly  will  meet  with  their 
function  than  to  the  dependence  of  con-  deaths  exactly  at  the  period  of  men- 
ception  upon  it.  With  regard  to  animals,  struation  P  and  again,  how  many  of 
it  was  the  precisely  opposite  relation  of    those  who  do,  will  fall  into  the  hands 
circumstances  which  proved  the  impe-  of  «uch  as  are  competent  to  so  minute 
diment  to  the  correct  perception  of  the  an  investigation  ?     The  most  ftivoura- 
analogy  between  "  the  heat"  and  men-  ble  opportunities  for  the  purpose  would 
struation.    In  them  the  period  of  heat  be  afforded  in  the  cases  of  executed 
either  occurs  so  seldoiik  once  or  twice  criminals,  where  the  requisite  facts  with 
a  year,  or,  when  repAted  more  fre-  regard  to  dates  and  so  on  may  be  pre- 
quently,  as  in  the  cow,  the  sheep,  th^  cis^  fixed. 

pig,  &c.  it  is  so  interfered  with  by  or-  [The  remaining  portion  of  the  essay 

dinary  circumstances,  such  as  our  eco-  is  chiefly  devoted  by  Professor  Bischoff' 
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to  the  ettabltflhnient  of  his  cfaiims  to  aDimiil  fimn  wbieh  it  was  taken  it 

priority  in  the  diBcoveiy  of  the  fact  stated  to  have  been  healthy,  and  to 

wbich  it  is  written  to  establish.     His  have  attained  the  fuU  siae.   Tiie  author 

great  riyals  are  Raciborsky  and  Pouchet.  says  that  Professor  Tiedemann,  to  whom 

HATmgomittedthatporUon,  under  the  be  mentioned  the  fact,  was  not  asto* 

ixnpraMion  that  it  would  not  be  gene-  ntshed  at  hearing  that  the  animal  lived, 

rally  interesting,  i  feel  mjself  bound  to  in  perfect  faealtn,  with  such  a  brain. 

state  that  Professor   Bischoff  has  so  He  said  that  his  medulla  oblongata 

clearly  and  so  fairly  laid  before  his  most  have  been  very  much  developed, 

readers  the  feets  of  the  case,  that  i  and  likewise  the  nerves  correspond- 

tliink  DO  one  can  have  the  slightest  ing  to  the  sinuses.    The  same  opinion 

donbt  of  the  merit  being  solely  due  to  was  likewise  expressed  by  President 

him.     Others,  as  he  says,  may  have  Tomassini.     The  author  soceeeds  [in 

^ven  indirect  proofs,  but  he  has  ftir-  rendering  it  probable,  by  his  statement 

inshed  the  direct  ones.    J  beg,  in  con-  of  the  anatomieal  and  ohemieal  oha« 

clndiog  my  task,  to  aptrfogtae  to  the  meters  of  the  concretion,  that  it  onoe 

veaders  of  this  journal  for  the  rough,  formed  the  greater  part  of  the  cerebral 

and  sometimes  almost  literal  style  ia  mass  of  the  ox ;  but  in  endeavouring  to 

which  I  have  placed  my  friend's  valua-  prove  that  the  animal  to  which  it  be« 

ble  essay  before  them ;  I  can  only  plead  tones  must  necessarily  have  been  per* 

as  an  excuse,  that  my  ^reat  object  was  fecay  healthy,  he  loses  the  thneaa  of 

to  be  faithful  to  my  original,  and  that,  his  argument  in  a  mist  of  tvanscenden* 

bad  not  the  various  divisions  of  the  tal  perplexity. 

essay  been  prepared  b^  me  in  great  The  cases  of  ^*  carditis  in  a  bull," 
haste,  and  during  a  penod  of  peculiar  and  **  melanosis  in  a  horse,"  are  worthy 
anxiety,  I  should  gladly  have  devoted  of  perusal.  The  latter  disesae,  so  rare 
jnove  time  and  labour  to  my  subject.**  in  the  human  subjeet,  is  one  of  the 
Translator.]  most  frequent  and  destructive  maladies 
to  which  horsesi  especially  those  of  a 

ANALYSES  and  NOTICES  of  BOOKS.  Y^^J^.^r  ^^  colour,  are  liaUe.    In- 

deed,  it  has  been  stated  that  the  laraer 

M«.   ^         ^    .  ,,  ,   ,^  nroportion  of  grey  horses  die  froaa  this 

•*L»»iit«ir  M  tue  k  allontfer  ce  que  Ic  lecture  se  i^^JL^e  »..ii^...«^  j;—. ^ 

ttteitstardccr."--P'A].BKBsaT.  form  of  malignant  disease. 

...^  There  is  also  an  iiitereshn|f  case  of 

The  VeieriHury  Record,  and  Transact  Jtnmgulation  of  the  rectum  m  a  filly, 

"^     ■^7^*1    *  wcwrii,  »«^»  /  ,A  hy  one  of  the  ovana  becoming  pendu« 

tions  of  the  Vei^nary  Medical  Asso-  jo^is  and  twisted  anmnd  it.    tlieova. 

ctatton,  April  l»40.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  j^^^^  ^^^  constricted 

Wb  have  derived  much  satisfaction  the  rectum  as  tightly  as  if  a  ligature 
from  looking  through  this  number  of  had  been  passed  around  it :  it  had  in^ 
••The  Veterinary  Record"— a  new  pub-  sorted  itself  through  a  fold  of  the  oel- 
liealion  devoted  to  papers  and  eases  il-  lular  membrane, 
lustrative  of  the  diseases  of  the  lower  The  following  quotation  is  a  proof 
animals.  Works  of  this  kind  promise  not  that  the  profession  of  the  veterinary 
only  to  prove  useful  to  the  class  of  surgeon  occasionally  well  deserves  to 
praetilioners  to  whom  they  are  more  be  termed  a  "pursuit  of  science  under 
especially  addressed,  but,  not  nnfre-  difficulties."  The  author,  Mr.  J.  Mark- 
qoently,  to  afford  valuable  path<dogical  ham,  was  attending  a  horse  afifected 
hints  to  medical  men.  We  think  we  with  rabies.  He  says,  **  I  proceeded 
cannot  better  explain  the  objects  of  the  to  administer  a  cathartic  ball,  bnt  he- 
work  than  bv  givine  a -short  analyis  of  fore  I  could  get  my  hand  out  of  hia 
the  number  ror  Apru  now  before  us^  mouth,  a  violent  spasm  came  on,  and 
This  number  contains  several  rather  he  appeared  similar  to  a  horse  having 
interesting  articles.  Among  these  is  a  tetanus ;  the  spasm  oondnued  for  about 
clever  bnt  rather  grsindiloquent  ^«qui-  a  minute  or  two»  but  which  seemed  to 
sitionbyDr.  PateUani,of  Turin,  upona  me  a  very  long  time,  as  one  of  his 
solid  bony  tumor,  of  a  tooth-like  sub-  toshes  entered  the  under  part  of  my 
-stance,  preserved  in  the  Veterinary  wrist,  and  the  other  the  back  of  my 
College  of  Milan,  which  was  found  in  hand,  which  was  anything  but  a  plea- 
the  cerebral  cavity  of  an  ox ;  its  form  sant  situation  to  be  placed  in,  since  I 
beingsimilar  to  that  of  the  brain.  The  could  not  tell  how  long   the  spasm 
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might  last ;  but  I  happened  to  have        M'T?nTr« AT    r«  A Ti?n^n^ii^ 
the  presence  of  mind  to^eep  his  tongue        ^  rjUllyAL,   Ij AZiJli  1  1  Jli . 

between  his  molar  teeth,  which  pre-                 Friday,  April  25,  1B46. 
vented  his  jaws  ft'om  closing  so  tigntly  

as   they  otherwise  would   have   done.       "Ucetomnilraa.  licet  etiammihi,  di^itotcan 

My  wrist  was  bitten  very  Severely,  one  Artu  Mediate  tueri;  potertas  modo  veniendi  in 

of  the  large  tendons  being  divided,  a  pubUcum  lit,  dicendi  pericolom  bod  recmo." 
portion  of  which  protruding  had  to  be  Cick«o. 

excised."  The  author  somewhat  naively 

adds,  it  wiU  be  a  caution  to  him  in  ENGLISH  and  SCOTCH  GRADUATES 
future  never  to  attempt  to  give  a  rabid  UNDER  THE  NEW  BILL. 

horse  a  ball !  j^  ^  former  article  we  alluded  to  a  dis- 

A  case  18  related  of  phrenic  hernia  in  ..  ^  ,  «  ,  , 
a  horse,  where  it  was  found  that  nearly  "°^'  ^^^^^s  of  practitioners  created  by 
two  yards  of  the  ileum  had  passed  tlie  new  Bill,  under  the  name  of  "  In- 
through  a  laceration  in  the  tendinous  ceptors  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine.*' 
portion  of  the  diaphragm,  by  the  side  of  ^e  then  stated  that  they  were  merely 
the  openingthrough  which  the  posterior  «!•  x-  ^  m  ■•  /  .  r 
cava  proceeds,  andbecome  strangulated.       "centiates"  under  another  name,  with 

Two  days  previous  to  his  illness,  the  ^^^  7^^^  added  to  the  age,  and  that  the 

animal  had  been  leaping  over  a  bar,  necessity  for  the  creation  of  such  a 

which  might  have  been  the  immediate  class  was  highly  questionable.     Our 

cause  of  this  lesion.  •♦♦««**^«  i,       i  .-it 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  our  know-  ^^ention  has  been  more  particularly 

ledge  of  pathology  would  be  greatly  recalled  to  this  subject,  by  a  letter 

enhanced  by  a  study  of  morbid  anatomy  addressed  to   Sir  James  Graham  by 

in  the  lower  animals.    Various  diseases  Professor  Quain,  of   University  Col- 

which  are  rare,  and  imperfectly  marked  ,-„^<,       mv.      ^^^  v,  .   A\ff^^  a^.* 

in  the  human  subject,  5ccur  frequently,  ^^^^  "   /T"    P*f  P^^^t  diflfers   from 

and  are  strongly  developed,  in  many  ^^^^  ^^  those  which  have  appeared 

quadrupeds.   "Veterinary  surgeons  have  on  the  subject  of  the  new  Bill,  in  the 

evidentV  made  great  progress  in  the  temperate   language   in    which   it  is 

and  practice,  appears  to  have  assumed  niedico-political  views  for  a  clear  and 

a  strictly  professional  character.    We  logical  exposition  of  some  of  the  results 

are  glad  to  see  that,  by  a  recent  order,  which  are  likely  to  follow,  if  the  clauses 

«rmr«^rilf  y,.'*"'^""'  ^^^  the  French  respecting  the  granting  of  medical  dc- 
army  are  m  future  to  receive  the  rank  u    li  •.•  iT  tt  •       •  •  ,  J^T 

and  pay  of  officers  j  and  it  is  probable  Srees  by  Bntish  Universities  and  Col- 

that  the  time  will  soon  arrive  when  the  ^cg^s  be  retained  in  their  present  state, 

well-educated  surgeon  of  this  class,  will  We  have  all  along  regarded  the  Incep- 

Snl'^f'^'^K"''  '^'''^'Iw^  ^^^  consideration  tor  class,  as  « cheaply-made"   physi- 
due  to  the  practitioner  of   a  liberal      .  i_         ,  .?     ,  i'"j'" 

science.  cians  —  persons  who,  while  they  no- 

To  a  reader  who  is  not  accustomed  finally  take  a  higher  rank,  may  in 

to  works  on  veterinary  medicine,  the  fact  be  inferior  in  qualifications  to  the 

f^^^^^l^'^^^''''.^^^  "^^^^  ^^'^f''^  licentiate  in  medicine  and  surgery.   We 

fail  to  strike  him  at  first  as  a  kind  of  i,«^  ^„^,«  *u       i  /     V 

travestie  upon  medical  writings,  from  ^^"^  "^"^^^  *^®  ^^^^«^  respectmg  the 

its  close  adherence  to  the  nomenclature  I°ceptor  class  :— 
adopted  by  physicians :  but  this  im-        "  And  be  it  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 

pression  soon  wears  off:    We  would,  lawful  for  any  UniUsity  o^he  said 

however     suggest  to    our  veterinary  United  Kingdom  to  grant  the  de|re^of 

fnends  that  their  adoption  of  the  ordi-  Inceptor  in  the  Faculty  of  MeScinc 

nary  xonyentionalisms  of  the  sick  room  subject  to  the  restrictions  hereinbefore 

— m  calhng  a  sick  bull  *<  the  patient," ""^ 

for  instance— has  a  somewhat  ludicrous  tinn^frf/iw™  «?  the  Education  and  BxamJuA. 

effect  ^o^'S^.P**?"^^*  of  Medicine,  as  affected  by  the 

^^^^^  New  Medical  Bill,  with  remarks,  &c.  in  a  fetter 

to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  «iihwi  Bwt   bJ 

Richard &ain    F.R S.  I^fessorofA^SSmV in 

Vniversity  CoU<«e,  London.  ^^wmy  xn 


ENGLISH  AND  SCOTCH  GRADUATES  UNDER  THE  NEW  filLL.      969 

contained  concerning  medical  degrees  Quain,  have  been  introduced  with  the 

to  any  student  of  the  same  University  deliberate  intention   of  conferring  a 

S::l;!^y''JB^  aS^at'STeiy^uch  l^-fit^Ponone  British  Unive«ity  to 

mduate  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine,  ^^e  downnght  injury  of  another :  we 

being  also  examined  and  having  re-  are  inclined  to  adopt  the  more  chari- 

oeived  letters  testimonial  of  his  quali-  table  view,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 

fication  m   the  manner  hereinbefore  ^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^1^^^  ^^^  j.j^^l    ^^ 

prescribed  m  the  case  of  licentiates  »n  _    ^,          ,                            ^    ,      •^.^ 

medicine  and  sureery,  shall  be  entitled  ^  "^^  ^^^^  consequences  of  the  BiU, 

to  be  registered  by  the  said  Council  of  should  it  become*  law. 

Health  as  an  Ineeptor  in  the  Faculijf  of  The  title  of  Inceptor  is  in  many 

^!?'i"*l'v!^''*'*f    ^^'^*^'*;^  points  of  view  objectionable.    We  can 

and  liabilities  of  a  licentiate  m  medi-  *^  ,                 .v  /.. .   .        ^  ,      , 

cine    and    surgery,    subject    to   such  only  suppose  that  it  is  intended  to  be  a 

general  regulations  as  shall  be  made  substitute  for  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
y  the   said  Council  concerning  the  medicine.    If  it  be  not  equivalent  to 
regUtry  of  licentiates."  thj^^  or  to  some  grade  higher  than  this, 
We  can  only  account  for  the  intro-  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  why  the 
dnction*of  a  clause  of  this  kind  by  the  class  should  be  created  at  all,  for  the 
fact,  that  it  was  objected  to  the  former  privileges  are  no  more  than  those  of  a 
Bill,  that  it  required  so  high  a  standard  "  licentiate,"  with  another  name. 
of  education  for  a  candidate  to  take  the  Now  the  question  which  we  prox)ose 
degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  as  practi-  to  consider  is, — where  are  these  Incep- 
cally  to  make  it  a  very  restricted  class,  tors  likely  to  receive  their  medical  edu- 
The  remedy  proposed  in  the  present  cation,  and  to  obtain  their  degrees? 
Bill  is  to  create  a  lower  order  of  phy-  In  discussing  this  question  we  shall 
sicians*,  who,  .while  they  will  have  all  make  use  of  the  pamphlet  of  Professor 
the.rights,  privileges,  and  liabilities  of  Quain.    If  one  fact  be  more  certain 
licentiates  in  medicine  and  surgery,  will  than  another  with  regard  to  medical 
certainly  be  inferior  to  them  as  profes-  students,  it  is  this,  that  under  like  pri- 
eional  men.     So  far  from  being  an  vileges  of  practice,  they  will  take  out 
improvement,  this  is  a  retrograde  step,  that  degree  which  costs  them  the  least 
We  shall  see,  however,  that  the  Scotch  trouble  in  regard  to  the  period  of  study 
Universities  are  likely  to  be  especially  required,  and  the  kind  of  ezamina- 
benefited  if  this  clanse  should  be  re-  tion    which   they   have   to   undergo, 
tained ;  and,  as  farther  results,  owing  Other  considerations  may  also  come 
to  the  greater  facility  in  obtaining  this  into  operation  :  for  instance,  the  ex- 
degree  thrown  out  by  these  Universi-  pense  of  studying  for  two  years  in 
ties,  that  the  class  of  licentiates  will  Edinburgh  is  likely  to  be  much  less 
be  small,  the  class  of  inceptors  large,  than  that  incurred  in  London.    These 
and  the  schools  of  London  in  great  part  matters,  however,  we  lay  aside,  as  of 
abandoned  for  those  of  Edinburgh.  little  importance  compared  with  the 
We  can  hardly  believe  that  these  benefits  which  the  Northern  Univer- 
portions  of  the  new  Bill,  of  which  the  sity  will,  we  believe,  indirectly  receive 
unfair  bearing  upon  the  London  schools  from  the  operation  of  the  22d  and  23d 
has  been  so  ably  exposed  by  Professor  clauses  of  the  Medical  Reform  Bill. 

Again,  admitting  that  under  the  new 

the 


Iiresent  isill,  tne  new  ciau  ean  regiNer  «■,,,.•.".;,,  P     )   ^ 

'incn>ton  In  th«  Faculty  of  Medicine."    Thia    the  licentiate.  With  the  bonus  of  au  ap- 

aSnTbfuJS.SSSr"*^'^*'*'^   I««»>tly  Wgher  grade,   for   the  one 
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would  be  a  -'  UnWenity  gfaduate,"— a    of  all  tbe  seiencM  cannot  sifeke  ap  to 

Bachelor  of  medicine,  d$  faetoy^m^  them  for  the  want  of  iboM;  and  in 

OTwicxw*  w  *«««t  «*v,        ^       ,  general,  I  believe,  we  may  aay,  thai 

the  other  a  mere  licentiate,  it  «  w«  Sie  habits  of  a  student  who  has  gone 

think  obvious,  that  if  greater  facihty  through  a  very  long  and  varied  conne 

be  held  out  in  a  particular  locality  for  of  literature  and  science,  are  not  tboM 

obtaininK  the  inceptorship,  that  loca-  w^^^h  will  fit  a  man  for  that  land  of 

1..      Ml  ?            •  11   4f««^«««^  ««.i  *\^a.  mtercourse  with  the  world,  by  which  a 

hty  will  be  especially  favoured,  and  the  phy^ciau  must  Uvc ,'" 

lioentiateship  will  be  comparatively  but 

litUe  sought  after.     Such,  we  believe,  We  do  not  know  that  we  can  add  to 

wUl  be  the  results  of  the  present  biU.  the  force  of  the  commenta  made  by  ^e 

It  has  been  long  known  that  th«  CommissionerB  themselves  upon  this 

Medical  Faculty  of  the  University  of  wp^t;  and  as  it  is  important  to  show 

Edinbwgh  is  opposed  to  that   view  that  the  present  Medical  Reform  Bill 

which  looks  upon  a  good  preliminary  »  founded  on  principles  entirely  dif- 

edttcation  in  a  candidate,  as  necessary  fo^nt  from  those  whidi  the  Cmamia* 

to  a  graduate.    This  was  plainly  stated  "oners  themselves  recommend,  we  here 

in  their  evidence  before  the  Parliamen-  'eprint  so  much  of  their  answer  m 

tary  Commissioners,  many  years  since,  ^a"  "P^^  the  opinions  of  the  Faculty 

In  this  view  they  differfrom  all|whohav6  respecting  preUminary  education  :— 

written  on  the  subject  of  medical  edu-  «  The  amount  of  this  would  seem  to 

cation ;  and  therefore,  as  it  might  have  be,  that  literature  is  a  positive  evil  to  a 

beenrea8onablyexpected,theiropinion8,    P^7?;^*"i  that  it  unfits  him  for  the 

^,^.,*^  ,        '^        I    habits  and  state  of  mind  which  he 

unsupported  as  they  were  by  any  sound    ^^^^  ^^  cultivate ;  and  that  it  will  be 

axgument,    were    most    unfavourably    an  obstacle  to  his  success  in  practice. 

received  by  the  Commissioners.  It  is  difficult  to   conceive   tkat  Iht 

We  select  the  arguments  from  Dr.    learned  medical  faculty  could  have  ia- 

.-.      ,  *  i.    *?    n '^^i^ —     tended  to  go  so  far  as  this;  but  it  is 

ABsotf  s  report  to  the  Comnnssioners,    ^j^^  ^^^  f^^^  .^  ^^  ^4^  .^  ^^ 

as  quoted  by  Prof.  Quam.  The  whole  aasertioas,  for  it  can  scarcely  be  called 
of  tlie  Faculty  were  stated  to  have  con-  reasoning,  whieh  they  here  addooe.  It 
curred  in  these  views,  except  the  late    w  unquestionably  true^  that  if  a  man 

Dr.  Duncan.    There  are  two  principal    ^IL^?-.  r.!!^!  ^"^^i^i?  ^'^  "^^^ 

,  ,...,      t,.      .        *^,     stated  to  literature  and  science,  making 

grounds  on  which  the  pleadmg  wrested,    ^jiese  the  chief,  or  almost  the  exdosi^ 

..  T^  1       ji        ^  . .  %  oluects  of  his  puraoit,  be  would  not  be 

"It  lays  down,  that  ^experience  does  ^  g^od  physician:  but  this  is  not  at 

not  entiUe  us  to  say  that  the  skill  of  all  what  is  intended;   the  sole  object 

physicians  is  by  any  means  m  proper-  ^^^„  ^hat  a  physician  should  have 

tion  to  their  attainments  in  general  that  liberal  education  which  is  impUed 

literature  and  scienee  ... . .     In  feet,  j^  ^  ^ouwe  of  univewity  atteadanee. 


,--- —  >-^^-«..^w-^  ^.   ---;-- — , "-"-  ana  u  coma  supermauce  no  naoii  ois- 

science  are  made,  and  which  a  lonfl"^  qaali^g  for  the  activity  of  exertion, 

^i^d   J""?^  ""^'Jl'^^^^Jl w  ^  fo'  «i^Ung  in  society  as  a  medical 

f^iJ^   ^'    *1l^i:-u^*  man  must  do.    Such  education  alao,  it 

firam  th<»e  attainment,  by  which  the  jg  to  be  remembered,  would  brSm- 

most  ju^ous   pr^titionert  are  dis^  piefed,  or  nearly  so    before  medical 

tingmshed  .  • . . .    Every  medical  man  pu«mts  commenced,  certainly  kmg  be- 

hss    besides    to    acquire    habits    of  fere  practice  was  attempted,  ind  "wmW 

bonnen,  obeervatiOT  of  mMkin^  and  ^^^  &refare  have  the  effect  which  is 

a  knowledge  <rf  the  world.     These  ^^  supposed.*' 
acquirements  of  themselves  make  up 

to  mamr  medical  men  for  the  want  ii  The  grandai-gumcnt  for  not  making  a 

sctentinc  knowledge,  but  the  knowledge  fpiod  pvetiaunary  education  a  neccssaiy 
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ajUendoit to aedical  Atudin  remaHu  educated  phyaiciBa;   but  is  this    a 

40  be  explained;  and  we  ave^erry  bei«  sufficient  reason   for  amy  University 

to   perceive    that  it   partakes    more  lowering  its  standard  to  meet  what  may 

of  the  "  argumentum  ad  crumenawP  be  a  vitiated  taste  on  the  part  of  the 

than  appeals  to  us  to  be  befitting  in  public  ?      Some  may  succeed  as  sur- 

the  Medical  Faculty  of  any  University,  geons  and  apothecaries  with  diplomas 

We  know  that  fees  will  always  be  obtained  by  a  much  less   expensive 

looked  to  more  or  less  by  all  Univer*  education  than  that  given  in  the  Uni- 

aities  j  but  if  they  are  to  be  obtained  by  verwty  of  Edinburgh,  bat  we  cannot 

lowering  the  qualifications  of  graduate^  agree  that  this  is  any  reason  for  wnk- 

they  are  obtained,  to  say  the  least,  at  ing  the  rank  of  physician  in  order  to 

Ae  sacrifice  of  the  respectability  of  create  «  eoapeting  class,  more  espe- 

the  profession.    It  is  like  the  dncula-  dally  when  no  better  reason  can  be 

tion  of  a  debased  currency,  for  the  adduced   than  that  without  such  a 

adoption  of  which  it  would  be  a  poor  lowerixig  of  the  gnde,  the  Univenitf 

aigument  ma  moral,  although  probably  diploma  would  not  be  sought  after.    If 

a  £air  one  in  a  commereial  light,  that  mgn  can  acquire  a  right  to  practise 

our  neighbours  were  circulating  coin  *' with  succeBS  and  reputation"  without 

which  was  inflicting  pecuniary  injury  graduating  as  physicians  hi  the  Uni- 

upon  ouvselTes;   therefore  tt  may  be  versity  of  Edinburgh,  it  plainly  shewB 

said,  we  will,  in  self  defence,  lower  our  that  the  ereatioA  of  a  lower  order  of 

standard  to   exclude  their   currency  physieiaos  is -wholly  tmneoeisaiyeote 

We  can  positively  make  nothing  more  as  the  public  are  concerned ;  and,  hi 

than  this  out  of  the  following  argu-  Teladon  to  the  profession,  it  can  only 

ment,  adduced  by  Dr.  Alison,  who,  as  be  attended  with  the.degnAation  of  a 

Dean  of  the  Faculty,  speaks  fior  his  highly  respectable  class.     It  is  quite 

colleagues : —  true  that  many  may  practise  success- 

"  Unless  it  can  be  made  quite  clear  fiilly  with   inferior  qualifieationa,  or 

that  any  additional  qualifioatioas  whieh  degrees  obtained  elsewhere ;  but  most 

we  (i.  e.  the  University  of  Edinbnigh)  of  these  practitioners  would  consider  it 

demand,  will  raise  the  value  of  the  an  hoDo«r  to  obtain  Che  hif^ieit  degree 

degree  of  our  graduates  m  iht  eyes  of  —a  feeling  which  can  arise  aolely,  as 

tke  ptihlic,  and  increase  their  chance  ef  the  Commissionera  suggest,  from  the 

|E^q/^m<maZjttccfM,  the  effect  of  making  conviction  that  the  having  anch  a  de* 

our  degree  more  difficult  of  attainment  gree,  would  tend  to  increase  their  re* 

will  only  be  to  increase  the  proportion  apectability  and  their  practice.    There 

of  medical  men  practising  upon  in-  is  therefore  no  fair  veaeon  why  the  Uni- 

ferior  degrees,  and  to  lower  rather  than  rersity  should  lower  its  grade.    We 

to  elevate  upon  the  whole,  the  general  hope  to  make  it  plain  at  a  future  time 

average  of  the  attainments  of  profes-  unless  the  intended  alterations  in  the 

aionalmen."  second   Medical   Reform  Bill  ifaooid 

We  have  placed  two  lines  in  italics,  render  it  unnecessary,  that  the  ^  Ineep- 

becanse  it  seems  to  ns  as  if  the  standard  tors"  will  exactly  meet  the  wishes  of 

of  preliminary  education  were  hereby  the  Medical  Faculty,  and  that  tliey 

made  to  depend  upon  the  mere  mar-  will  be  able  to  ^yrocure  their  ^  letten 

ketaMevalueof  a  degree.  The  "  chance  tettunonial"  on  much  more  favourable 

of  professional  suecesi^*  is  well  known  terms  in  the  Univenity  of  Sdinbuigh, 

to  be  very  often  greater  with  the  quack  than  in  any  other  Univenity  in  the 

and   pretender   than  with  the  well-  Britiah  dominions. 
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ON  THE  LATE  CASE  OF  POISONING  effect.   In  this  case  it  would  appear  that  de- 

BY  PRUSSIC  ACID.  ceased,  who  was  a  Jewess,  had  been  keeping 

^^  the  passover ;   it  is  a  fact  that  only  a  little 

biscuit  was  found  in  her  stomach. 

To  the  Editor  qfthe  Medical  Gazette.  I  am,  sir,  yours,  &e. 

c,  H.  Lethsbt,  M.B. 

Sir, 

Will  you  permit  me  to  correct  a  very  serious  [WeiMcrt  «>  m«ch  of  Dr.  Lethcby's  letter 

error  which  has  appeared  in  the  report  given  "  *^"  PP*^*^  S?u*1*^  ""^  poisoning   by 

by  Messrs.  Hicks  and  Waterworth  of  I  re-  ?™'!?^,!?*'  S^^^^  i^u^'^y  '~™»>«^ft>•• 

cent  case  of  poisoning  by  pmsaic  acid:  it  ^P"VM*^-    ^«  "^^  of  his  letter  conaisU 

was  published  in  the  MBDiciL  Gazkttb  for  °^  cnticism  on  matters  which  have  no  con- 

the  nth  inst.     I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  ^^^  T"?     !   ^\. 

know  how  this  error  has  been  committed,  ,   ^"I't^^S'^^T^iu'^      ^  ''^•'  '^ 

though  it  might  have  arisen  from  the  perusal  ^,^^'!^  ^/'  helhehj  refers,  we  extract  tbt 

of  some  hasty  notes  which  were  given  by  me  £"''TJ''«^  ^^'^  *  ^^^^^  addressed  to  us  by 

to  Mr.  Watson  at  the  time  I  made  the  che-  Mr-  Hicks,  in  answer  to  im  inquiry  respect- 

mical  analysis.    In  that  report  it  is  repre-  »n«hw  authority  for  the  statement :-- 

sented  that  the  contents  of  tib^e  stomach  had  !  ^  7"  indebted  to  Mr.  Watson  for  that 

a  smeU  of  prussic  add,  and  that  upon  dis-  f^}  °^  i7**Tt  *""**.*"«  ^  **»«  chemical 

tiUing  them  I  obtained  two  drachms  of  a  J*****  ^\t    Z    ^  ^  **  ^"^  ^  '"^  "  ?" 

clear  fluid  having  the  odour  of  hydrocyanic  *'***  ^  ^  burnmg  of  the  cyanogen ;  by 

acid,  and  giving,  both  with  the  iron  and  sil-  ''•T.  lw>wever,  of  proving  the  correctness  of 

ver  tests,  ample  evideiTce  of  its  presence;  ^nji^temente  in  all  other  respects.  I  seiid an 

moreover,  that  I  obtained  cyanogen  gas  from  ^^J^PJ  of  Dr.  Letheby  s  own  writing,  as 

it,  which  burned  withthecharact^stic  purple  *?*"*?  ^^  °«*°»  ^^  ^f7  ^  detecOon  of 

flame.   Now  the  Utter  part  of  this  statement  ^«  P°«>°'  '^K*'^®^  ^^  *»>«  *«»^  -"^  ^^ 

IS  altogether  erroneous,  for  though  the  fluid  "^    .    ...          ...      x,     ^  . .  . 

as  weU  as  the  contents  of  the  stomach  had  ,  The  bottle  conUming  the  fluid  from  the 

the  smell  of  hydrocyanic  acid,  yet  the  che-  Jto»»ch»  ?"?"'**»?«  ^  ^^"^  ?««»«•  ^  n?"- 

mical  evidences  were  so  feeble,  that  if  I  had  tity*/" jiistilled  m  a  watcr-bath.  and  about 

not  been  gfllded  by  the  odour,  I  am  con-  on*  drachm  of  a  clenr  liquid  came  over ;  Uus 

vinced  that  they  would  have  been  passed  by  "'?«*'  '"l^^^y  ®^  P™««  ^^*  "^  gave  che- 

without  any  special  notice ;  indeed,  the  ni-  n»ical  evidence  of  its  presence  by  the  iron 

trate  of  silver,  which  is  by  far  the  most  deU-  •°i~7®^  ^''-        ^,  ^.„  ^  ^  .^         ,      , 

cate  of  the  chemical  tests,  only  gave  a  slight  ^''•Ti'    J^\  ???^"~  "™  ■"cH  ^f 

turbidity  to  the  fluid,  and  it  would  have  l^^'^^'    ^'  -^^'"'^  T?.  miied  wiUi  a 

been  perfectly  impossible  to  have  collected  double  sidt  of  iron,  the8esqnichloride,and  then 

any  from  it,  or  to  have  procured  any  cya-  ^^  •  *»'^«  hq.  potassie ;  to  this  was  added 

nogen  from  it.     It  is  very  truethat  I  showed  *  d">P  ^f  *^°  °^  muruitic  acid,  and  a  bluish 

the  combustion  of  the  cyanogen  gas,  but  this  y®"^''.  ^'^«^  }^'^^:   .  ^'   P?  remamder 

was  from  the  remainder  of  the  lotion  of  which  ''"  °^»«d,  ^'**'u*^^*''^'";  °^  °'*I?^  ^^  "*" 

deceased  had  token  one  dose.    The  impor-  ^^^  *  5  white  turbidity  resulted,  which  disap- 

tence  of  this  correction  must  be  evident  to  f^  ^'^  ^"^^Z  with  nitnc  acid-a  proof  of 

every  one,  for  if  it  is  proved  that  deceased  ^^  ^)°«  «y»?»de  of  silver.     The  quantity  of 

took  only  one  grain  of  anhydrous  prussic  P™s«c  fcid  was  so  smaU  as  not  to  be  aacer- 

acid,  and  that  I  was  able  sometime  after  her  ***»^«                                  T  n   H 

death  to  detect  prussic  acid   in  her  stomaob  ^  o-  v  «»     *  xr     •  -*       T.  B.  Hicks. 

in  such  a  quantity  as  to  collect  and  burn  iU  *'        ApS*iM«46. 
cyanogen,  it  will  very  naturally  be  supposed 

that  much  less  than  one  grain  would  have  Remarks. — Dr.  Letheby  complains  that 

been  suflicient  to  destroy  Ufa.     lliis,  how-  Mr.   Hicks    stoted    that    the    tests    gave 

ever,  is  a  oondusion  which  I  am  not  at  all  **  ample**  evidence  of  the  presence  of  the 

prepared  to  admit,  nor  do  I  think  the  ques-  poison ;   but  this  word   **  ample"  does  not 

tion  of  a  minimum  fatal  dose,  so  very  im-  occur  in  Mr.  Hicks's  report  of  the  case;  and 

portent  in  a  medico-legal  point  of  view,  will  the  only  error  that  we  can  perceive  is,  that 

admit  of  a  satisfiictory  answer,  ior  there  are  there  was  not  sufficient  cyanide  of  silver  ob- 

too  many  circumstances  which  affect  the  toined  from   the   contents  of  the  stomach 

operation  of  this  poison.     In  experimenting  to  allow  of  the  burning  of  cyanogen.    The 

upon  animals,  I  have  found  that  any  debili-  effecto  of  the  tests,   taken  in  conjunction 

toting  cause  will  increase  ito  activity,  and  with    the     odour,    appear     to     estoblish 

thereby  render  the  action  of  an  otherwise  clearly  that  prussic  acid  was  present  in  the 

small  and  harmless  dose  fatal ;  thus,  for  in-  stomach,  although  not  in  so  large  a  quantity 

stance,  fatigue,  want  of  food,  loss  of  blood,  aa  Mr.  Hicks  had  supposed.     We  are  at  a 

or  disease,  are  aU  circnmstanoes  having  this  loss  to  perceive  how  ur.  Letheby  can  con- 
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ttrt  this  into  a  **  very  serion^  error  ;'*  the  Beardmoor,  who  wBsthen  headmaster.  He 
'*  chemical  evidences,"  he  admits,  were  was  afterwards  at  St.  John's  College,  Cam- 
*'  feeble  ;"  still,  as  we  interpret  his  meaning,  bridge,  distingnishing  himself  in  the  mathe- 
be  had  no  donbt  of  the  presence  of  the  poi-  matical  tripos  at  his  B.  A.  degree  in  1788, 
aon  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and  the  and  subsequently  gaining,  by  his  pre-emi- 
feebleneas  of  the  tests  was  compensated  by  nencein  classical  knowledge,  the  chancellor's 
the  distinctness  of  the  odour.  If  he  had  medal,  the  members'  prizes  on  two  several 
even  collected  enough  cyanide  of  silver  for  occasions,  and  one  of  the  few  open  Fellow- 
applying  the  test  of  combustion,  we  do  not  ships  in  his  College,  which,  though  of  no 
sese  bow  this  would  have  made  the  case  so  great  emolument,  was  a  source  of  gratifica- 
very  extraordinary  as  he  represents.  The  tion  to  him,  and  during  the  few  years  which 
twentieth  part  of  a  grain  of  anhydrous  acid  elapsed,  previously  to  his  entering  upon  the 
will  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of  cyanide  of  more  arduous  business  of  life,  he  often  re- 
silver  for  the  experiment.  With  regard  to  sorted  to  Cambridge  in  the  quieter  months 
the  effects  of  debUity  in  modifying  the  action  of  the  summer,  and  availed  himself  of  the 
of  all  poisons,  this  hu  been  long  known.  fociUties  whidi  were  there  afforded  him  of  in- 
From  Mr.  Uicks's  description,  however,  we  dulgiog  his  literary  pursuits.  Afterwards  he 
should  not  imagine  that  the  alleged  debility  went  up  to  London,  and  applied  himself 
from  fasting  had  had  any  material  influence  in  more  exclusively  to  the  duties  of  his  profes- 
thts  instance :  it  is  highly  probable,  from  the  sion,  attending  at  St.  George's  Hospital,  and 
report,  that  the  deo^Lsed  would  have  died-  devoting  himself  to  the  business  under *aU 
from  the  dose  taken,  whether  she  had  been  the  advantages  of  the  counsel  and  long  ex- 
keeping  the  passover  or  not*.  The  most  perience  of  a  father  who  had  so  successfully 
interesting  facts  connected  with  the  case  ran  the  same  course  before  him.  In  1797 
were — 1,  that  the  whole  of  the  symptoms  he  became  a  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
doring  life,  and  appearances  after  death,  cians,  and  soon  obtained  a  tolerably  exten- 
were  accurately  observed  and  recorded  ;  and  sive  practice.  On  the  death  of  his  father, 
2d,  that  the  dose  which  destroyed  life  was  in  1801,  be  removed  from  Dover  Street, 
determined  by  the  analysis  of  a  part  of  the  where  he  had  previously  resided,  to  his  house 
liquid  swallowed.  Whether  the  poison  was  in  Pall  Mall,  where  he  lived  in  the  highest 
found  in  the  stomach  or  not,  and  whether  a  enjoyment  of  domestic  comfort,  and  of 
sufficient  quantity  of  cyanide  of  silver  was  friends  remarkable  for  the  high  position  they 
procured  to  yield  cyanogen  by  heat  or  not,  held  in  their  various  professions,  and  for  the 
are  matters  of  a  subordinate  description,  general  reputation  they  possessed  among  the 
Dr.  Letheby  admits  that  prussic  acid  did  wise  and  good.  Few  men,  indeed,  have  at- 
exist  in  the  stomadi,  but  the  quantity  was  tained  to  higher  qualifications  as  a  corn- 
too  small  to  yield  enough  cyanide  of  silver  panion.  The  varied  nature  of  his  acquire- 
for  procuring  cyanogen. — Ed.  6az.]  ments,  the  extensiveness  of  his  information, 

• the  untiring  satisfaction  with  whidi  he  never 

MEMOIR  OF  THE  LATE  DR.  ceased  to  read  and  admiie  the  excellencies  of 

HEBERDEN.  the  best  authors  in  poetry  and  prose,  the 

(From  a  Corretpondent.J  retentivenese  of  his  memory,  the  accuracy  of 

__  his  knowledge,  the  eager  interest  he  exhi- 

[Wb  are  induced  to  give  insertion  to  the  ^^^  "*  everything   that  was  u^  and 

following  memoir  of  an  exceUent  and  amiable  P'awcyoTthy,  with  his  perfect  freedom  from 

physician,  from  the  fact  that  the  name  of  *"  pedantry  uid  affecUtion,  could  not  fad 

"  Heberden"  has  been  long  and  respect-  ^  ■«<'™*  ^  *>'"*  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^*>® 

ably  known  in  the  medical  profession.—  ^^^^  happiness  to  know  him.     Concur- 

Ejd.  Gaz.1  rently  with  general  leamug,  the  special  m- 

,1      „'                  ^.        ,..    ^    «  ^,  terests  of   his  profession  moved    onward. 

D».  Hkberdbn,  the  subject  of  Uie  pre-  p^^  .  student  in  St.  George's  Hospital  he 

SOTt  memoir,  was  born  in  the  yew  1767.  at  ^eca^^    physician    there,    and    soon    was 

the  house  of  his  father,  in  Cecil  Street,  and  ^        ^j  j^^^  ^     y^^^^  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^f  ^^ 

K    1  Til  Tk""  ."^'^u''  ^^"  J"**  T^  ^  fot*>«^'»  "  Commentarii  de  morborum  histo- 

^^?^L^l^L?^J^^''}!!TlJitr^^^^^  ri&,"  together  with  an  English  tnmslation; 


being  a  Fellow  as  well  of  the  Royal 

"""     rT~T  Society  as  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  he 

eJ.:?4^Wco^i^SSnlSe!°r^4  ^  aUo  jnoooujtonri  «,ntrib«tor  to  tMr 

fortg  grainM  of  tSat  powerM  irritant  were  taken  I»pe««     It  may  be  mentioned,  also,  that  on 

by  a  woman  fasting,  bnt  this  debilitating  cause,  other  subjects  his  facility  of  writing,  either  in 

^r^JS^Jt^^^"^  '^*  '^^"^"^  °'4L'"lr  prow  O'  ▼«"«»  was  frequenUy  put  in  requi- 

dose,  sssisted  the  woman  m  recovenne  from  the  ^^^     .  ,.    ',       aiaTi  •        •  *.•  *i. 

effecU  of  a  large  dose.    Upon  theoretical  princi-  »won»  •nd  the  beautiful  inscnption  on  the 

pies  this  woman  ought  to  have  died  I  statue  of  Addison,  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
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bftom  hb pen.    In  1806  ha  wu  ap^Minted  foOf  and  ia  Ibvr  yeuv  aftenfwdf  hii  ddeifc 

phyilnUn  to  Qnetn  Charlotte,  and  oa  tho  danghter,  the  fowl  coBpaaioii  of  hSa  Ibrmer 

dfloCh  of  Sir  George  Baker,  in  1809,  was  widoivwi  faars.     Under  thia  encoeasion  (rf' 

made  pkjaidan  to  Hia  Mqeaty  King  George  afflictions  fkat  ftdling  npon  him,  it  maj  be 

the  Third,  by  whom  he  waa  more  than  onoe  inferred  how  Mi  mind  waa  engaged  from  the 

oiferad  a  baranetej,  with  a  penaioni  in  the  writings  which  then  appeared  ;  for  in  1830 

moat  graatona  mannar,— diatinctions,  liow  he  published  his  Relleotions  on  the  Gospel 

ever,  which  his  own  ieelinga  indnced  him  to  of  St.  John ;   in  1836  he  printed  a  tmsia- 

deelhm.     While  thna  in  mach  prosperity,  tlon  of  the  Catholic  episti^,  which  waa  dr* 

having  attained  in  aU  perioda  of  hia  Ufe  the  dilated  among  his  friends ;  and  in  1839,  at 

higheat  honoura  to  which  hia  atndias  or  Ua  their  request,  he  pnUished  a  tranaktion  and 

profession  ooold  lead  him,  and  being  in  tibe  running  oommentary  on  the  whole  of  tbe 

fnli  enjoymant  of  the  reputation  they  earned  apostoUeal  episUaa  and  the  Book  of  Revo- 

with  theniv  he  waa  anddenly,  in  1812,  left  a  lation. 

widower  with  nine  young  children.  Every  Amidst  the  many  panegyriea  whi^  jos- 
thing  waa  at  onoe  aaeiifieed  to  the  sense  of  tioe,  or  charity,  or  affection,  bestow  on  de- 
duty  by  which  he  felt  himself  callod  upon  to  parted  worth,  it  is  seldom  that  we  are  able 
ftiperintend  the  highest  interests  of  the  chil-  to  point  to  such  une<|uiTocal  proofe  of  merit 
daen  committed  to  his  charge.  The  duoma  in  all  the  stages  of  Ufe ;  to  such  tokene  of 
of  general  society,  the  eicitemcnt  of  pro*  what  the  learned  Barrow  haa  well  styled, 
ftanonal  engageaMots,  each  baring  strong  «  Industry  in  his  general  calling  aa  a  chria- 
claima  upon  an  intellectual  and  aodve  mind,  tian ;  indastry  in  bis  pasticular  calling  as 
were  abaadoned  cheerfully  for  the  weariaome  a  aeholar  and  a  gentleman." .  While-  theae 
and  unoatentatiooa  duties  of  watehing  over  more  prominent  features  in  this  brief  hiaCory 
an  infent  fiunily,  and  administering  to  Aeir  bbv  within  the  reach  of  public  inquiry,  pri- 
comfert*  Hia  prastioe  aa  »  physiciaa  waa  mite  fiiendehip  only  ean  disdoae  the  warmtii 
now  rastrioted  to  hia  attendance  at  Windaor  of  his  aflbetion,  tiie  gentleness  of  his  man* 
Caatle,  and  this  alone  interrupted,  eTen  for  ners,  the  charity  of  all  his  senthnenta,  hia 
•  dayy  hia  defotion  to  hia  children.  Under  generous  disregard  of  m^ney,  the  extent  of 
the  aaapension  of  the  more  bustling  engage*-  Us  benerolenee,  and  his  inflexible  adherence 
ments  of  Ufe,  he  retired  to  the  little  rill^ge  to  the  strictest  truth,  f^om  which  no  dreum- 
of  Ositohet,  in  Books,  where  he  lived  for  stances  of  dUBeulty  or  delicacy  could  ever 
fourteen  years,  aorrounded  by  hia  booka,  induce  him  to  swerve ;  and,  above  aU,  the 
and  rather  avoiding  than  courting  aeciety.  unnffected  piety,  and  undoubtlttg  coniidenoe 
During  thia  period  hs  printed,  and  dedioated  in  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  every  dis- 
to  hia  childien^  a  tranaintion  from  the  moral  pensation  of  Providence,  wfaleh  influenced 
wovlmof  Plutarch,  on  Brotheriy  Love,  and  all  his  conduct,  and  supported  him  with  nn- 
he  bad  previously  written  and  published  a  ruffled  serenity  to  the  last  moment  of  hia 
little  treatiae  on  General  Bdncation,  which,  life.  He  died  at  his  boose  in  Cumberland 
df  thaoMalvea,  aufficiently  attest  the  anxioua  Street,  on  the  IJth  of  February,  1846,  and 
oaeupalion  of  his  mind.  Aa  he  cditained  was  buried  in  Us  femily  vault  in  the  parish 
fbrther  leiaan,  he  aaonaed  faimseif  with  church  of  Windsor. 
tFanahithig  Cicero's  letten  to  Attioos,  which . 

5:j;n^S:!Sr'^^         ^^«= «'  hydrocele. 

pose  OB  abaenting  himaalf  from  London,  he  "~^~ 

returned  thidier  again,  partly  with  the  de-        lb  ike  EdUor  qf  tke  Medical  G^tteiU. 

aign  of  affording  to  one  cf  hia  aona,  tben  en*  ^ 

Uring  upon  the  padiminary  studies  of  *  ^*' 


physiman,  l^mt  infoimation  and  enoourage-  I'  you  think  the  following  case,  in  which 

mant  which  he  had  himaelf  reoeifed  with  so  a  hydrocele  had  been  allowed  to  acquire  an 

much  delight  from  a  purent'a  Upa.    It  waa  enormous  sfxe,  and  which  was  cured  by  the 

at  the  f"«  hoapital  in  which  he  had  ae-  simple  injection  of  a  solution  of  sulphate  of 

quired  hia  own  fimt  praotical  knowledge,  rinc,  of  sufficient  interest  to  your  numerous 

thst  his  sea,  a  moat  piomiaing  young  man,  readen,  you  wiU  oblige  me  by  inserthig  it. 

and  esger   in  hia  profession^  was  present  I  am,  sir, 

at  a  fost^oitem  cxaminstion,  in  which  Tours  very  obediortly, 

he   was  greatly    interested,    when  i««an-  ft"^  «.  Burtok. 

tionsly  tahkig  fato  his  hand,  which  was  ^^^''^^^^Mj^^i^SS*'''^' 

slightly  pvnotnred,  a  portion  of  the  body,  ^        *      *»     .    ,«•«    . 

the  deadly  virus  so  affected  hhn  that  wkhin  I  was  consulted  in  March  1339,  by  a 

a  week  be  died.    Thegrief  of  thia  less  never  fanner  of  the  name  of  Lynn,  reaiding  at 

ccMed  to  oraats  a  melaaeholy  interest  in  some  distance  in  the  country,  respectinf  a 

eveey  thimr  i^Mm  to  fab  profession.     In  hydrocele,  of  which  he  had  been  for  many 

tha  feUewing  ynv  (1809)  ho  loit  Modw  years  the  subject,  but  far  which  he  hvl  never 
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jftt^iamdf  adwd  aMca^  kom  hnhg,  huta  latioo— in  oidar  to  atOBkCaiA  wbid»  ncv^the 

told  that  he  would  hare  to  undergo  a  dan-  eads  of  the  oMy  and  ivftich  of  (ba  otbor 

yrnna  cqiaKatkNi  fbv  Its  eOre.  thread.^'     It  has  occoiTed  to  Dr*  It,  that 

He  staled  that  he  waa  45  yean  ef  agey  the  apparatus  alluded  to  might  be  rendered 

and  had  always  enjoyed  good  health.  About  much  ssore  perfect  by  hunag  one-half  of 

fifteen  yeaia  sinae  he  feeeived  a  Tiolant  blow  each  thinad  iateoded  for  a  doable  ligaiura 

«a  tha  rifht  testis  by  being  ihaeowm  farwarda  dyed  blacky  while  the  other  half  i&  allowed 

on  the  pommel  of  his  saddle^    The  blow  to  retain  its  origwal  light  oolonr.    The  ad- 

wtsMloii^  by  Qanstdarable  pain  and  swell-  Tsntages  of  this  plan  are,  that  after  the 

ing,  which  subsided  in  a  few  days»  leaving,  needle  ia  eut  away,  the  two  enda  of  eaeh 

however,  a  pyriform  tumor,  about  the  size  thaead  can  ba  easily  seijood  and  tted^  savhag 

of  an  orange ;  this  tumor,  which  gave  him  the  patient  from  the  aoadety  whidi  delay 

na  pttft,  did  not  alter  in  sixe  or  appearance  oocasionsk    The  difierenoe  in  colour  at  once 

until  abonC  three  years  «nee,  when  it  began  distingmshea  the  one  ligatore  from  the  other, 

to  enlarge,  and  gradually  iooreased  to  ita  so  that  there  ia  no  need  for  any  pnUing  at 

present  size.    It  now  extends  to  within  three  the  dilftrent  ends  to  gpdn  this  informatioBv 

inches  of  the  knee,  and  caosee  great  incon-  The  preparation  of  tlds  thread  is  very  sim- 

▼enience  from  the  mechanical  impediment  it  pie,  one-half  only  of  eadi  hank  having  to  be 

aibrds  to  progression,  and  also  from  its  dipped  into  the  dye.     The  hank  thus  pre- 

weight;  from  tiie  constant  friction,  the  skin  pared  may  then  be  cut  through,  either  at 

of  the  scrotum  and  inside  of  the  thigh  has  one  point  in  its  circumference  where  the 

become  abraded  and  ulcerated  to  a  great  black  and  white  parts  meet,  or  at  two,  viz. 

extent.     On  tapping  the  swelling,  I  drew  off  in  the  middle  of  the  white,  and  again,  in  the 

five  pinto  of  a  torbid  brown  coloured  fluid,  middle  of  the  black  part. — JjondonandBdiii' 

He  immediately  experienced  great  relief,  turgh  Monthly  Journal^  March, 

•nd  waa  directed  to  keep  upon  his  back.  . 

Ai^gnst    22di  -^^  I   topped  the    sweUinic 
ag>^rWd  dNw  off  a  pintVnd  a  half  of  d^  MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE, 

atraw-coloured  fluid,  and  then  injected  the  Tbb  second  readmg  of  the  Medical  Pro- 

aame  quantity  of  water,  holding  3j.  Zinci  fession  Bill  has  been  fixed  by  Sir  Jamea 

Sulph.  in  solution.    This  was  retained  four  Graham  for  this  evening.     Certain  altera- 

minntes,  and  produced  no  great  amount  of  tions  and  amendments  are  in  contemplation, 

pain.  although  the  nature  of  these  is  not  stated. 

24th.^He  had  severe  pain  in  the  after-  The  principle  of  the  Bill,  so  fhr  as  regards 

noon  itfter  tiie  operation,  which  lasted  all  the  equality  of  qualification,  or  an  equal  right  to 

next  day,  but  has  now  subsided.    The  sac  is  practise  throughout  the  United  Kingdom, 

ai  large  as  two  fiats,  very  hard,  and  of  will  be  preserved, — a  principle  to  which  we 

great  weight ;  the  scrotum  hangs  loosely  to  think  all  reasonable  men  must  give  their 

a  distance  of,  at  least,  three  inches  below  the  concurrence.     It  is  proposed  that  after  the 

loweat  part  of  the  swelling*  second  reading  the  Bill  shall  go  into  Com- 

27th»— Scroto&i  xvsuaaed  its  natoral  ap«  mittee  proformd  ;   but  that  Sie  gJterations 

pearanoe,  having  regained  its  elasticity;  it  and  amendments  win  not  be  discussed  in 

embraces  the  swelling  now  pretty  closely  :  Committee  until  after  the  new  Bill  has  been 

this  remains  of  about  tlie  same  size.  circulated  through  the  countrv  for  at  least  a 

April  15th.*-«Tumor  diminishing,  is  not  fortnight.    This  discussion  will  not  probably 

BO  solid ;  slight  fluctuation  anteriorly.  Infric.  come  on  before  the  latter  end  of  May. 

Uog.  lodinsB  c  Hydsaiig.  nocte  et  mane.  ___^-..^._.— ^— _^ 

May  6th.— Tumor  now  of  the  size  of  a  bOYAL  COLLEGE  OFSURGSONaOF 
smaU  oiiuige,  and  firm.    The  epididymu  to  -o-tan^t  a  tawx 

be  felt  rather  enlaiged.    Pergat.  ENGLAND. 

Jme  5tb.-^Tumor   about   the   size   of        Memhen  admitted  to    the  Fellowahip, 

an  egg.    Omitto  Ung.  April  17, 1845. — E.  Canton,  St.  Martin's 

July  26th. — There  is  aearody  any  differ-  llane.— W.  W.  Cooper,  Tenterden  Street. — 
inoe  between  the  testicle  on  the  sound  and  W.  E.  Crowfbot,  Beccles.— H.  Davis,  Ten- 
thattm  the  affected  side.  He  suffers  no  in-  bury. — J.  £.  Erichsen,  Welbeck  Street. — 
oonvenience,  and  says  he  feels  himself  re-  6.  Harcourt,  Chertsey. — ^W.  A.  Hillman, 
lieved  from  a  moat  oppressive  harden.  Argyll  Street. — ^E.  Jackson,  Chaddesley  Cor- 
. bett. — A.  Keyser,  Norfolk  Crescent,  Hyde 

IMPROVED  KINO  OF  LIGATURE.  ^Z^O^S^ill^^^i^: 

Dm.  Thomab  M.  Lbb  obserres,  that  « in  —J.   Stilwell,  Uxbridge.— C.  M.  Yowell, 

nsing  the  common  double  ligature,  he  has  St.  Helena.— J.  T.  Ware,  Russell  Square. — 

ofteaar  thm  enaa  aapsrifucsd  a.  good  deal  of  J.  L.  White,  Dowlais. 
toeoDveaience—when  the  pstteot  was  on-        Xisf  ^  G^tlmnm  0imM9i  Memiire, 

ataady,  from  the  necessity  for  some  maaifi«»  Aftril  11.-^.  Crardmr.— <R.  S*  JoSmm*^ 
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C.  Mnscroft.— W.  M<Hugh.— J.  C.  Words- 
worth.—W.  H.  Thornton.— T.  B.  Home. 
— T.  A.  H.  Dodd.— R.  R.  Nohlc—R.  S. 
Cross. 

14th.— T.  Atchison. —J.  Palmer.  — J. 
Richardson.— J.  T.  Griffith.— F.  Blake.— 
J.  T.  C.  Ross.— A.  Priest.— T.  6.  Stock- 
well. — J.  Vass. — W.  6.  Dalgams. 

18th.— E.Snell.— J.  Duncan.— T.Fisher. 
— T.  Alderton.— P.  Roscow.— E.  C.  Odling. 
— W.  Lightfoot — R.  Abud.— J.  Ody.— W. 
Smith.— J.Hewett.— T.  D.  Scott. 

21st— R.  S.  Finch.— C.  Vicary.  — B. 
Micklethwaite.— H.  Wiglesworth.  —  R.  M. 
Bowman. — F.  H.  John8on.-^G.  A.  Hallion. 
—J.  C.  Austen. — F.  Frampton. — E.  Cripps. 

APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

Oentlemen  tcho  have  obtained  Ceriificatee, 
April  10. — J.  Lewis,  Treleach,  Carmarthen- 
shire.— R.  Appleton,  Munslow,  Salop.— 
H.  E.  CuUen.— W.  T.  lUff,  Newington 
Butts,  London. — N.  Kennicott,  Monk  wear- 
mouth. — J.  Wallace,  Carshalton. — D.  S. 
Penrice,  Great  Yarmouth. — E.  Martin, 
BristoL 

17th.— F.  H.  Harris,  Botesdale,  Suffolk. 
— ^W.  Tickell,  Looe,  Cornwall. — D.  Davies, 
Pant  Einon,  Cardiganshire.— S.  W.  Bur- 
bury,  Birmingham,  Warwickshire.  —  W. 
Hoar,  Maidstone,  Kent.— J.  W.  H.  Mac- 
kenzie, Cheadle,  Staffordshire.  —  T.  H. 
Smith,  St.  Alban's. 
• 

NOTICES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

'*  Mediator."  The  writer  of  the  letter 
signed  '*  Mediator,"  in  our  last  week's  num- 
ber, wishes  the  following  corrections  to  be 
made.  At  page  940,  col.  2,  line  19  from 
top,  the  sentence  should  stand : — **  In  regard 
to  the  period  to  which  admisaon  to  the  fel- 
lowship by  seniority  should  haye  been  ex- 
tended, I  think  liberality  ought  to  have  been 
manifested."  Farther  on,  after  the  word 
"  successors,"  the  following  has  been  omit- 
ted—'* but  of  all  members  of  the  profession 
these  gentlemen  ought  to  be,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  are,  best  qualified  to  pass  the  requi- 
site examination ;  and  to  that  test  they  should 
have  been  subjected,  if  they  did  not  choose 
to  wwt  their  turn  of  seniority."  A  fresh 
paragraph  ought  then  to  have  commenced  as 
follows : — 

'*  The  arrangement  which  I  have  sug- 
gested cannot  now  be  carried  into  full  effect, 
as  the  fellows  who  have  been  appointed  can- 
not be  deprived  of  their  titles;  but  it  is 
worthy  of  deliberate  consideration,"  &c. 

Without  these  corrections  and  additions 
the  letter  is  quite  unintelligible.  I  therefore 
beg  your  insertion  of  them. 

The  communications  of  Dr.  Jago,  Dr« 
Rowland,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Tomes,   and 


other  oorre^ondents,  hira  been  rcjeiyeJ  for 

the  new  series. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  insert  in  the  new 
series,  the  papers  on  Malingering  by  Mr.  F. 
Cahler. 

''Idios."      We  are  in  arrears  with  so 

many  correspondents  that  we  regret  we 
cannot  find  room  for  the  letter. 

Dr.   Golding  Bird.      A  proof  shall  be 

forwarded. 

MORTALITY  of  thb  METROPOLIS. 

Deaibe  from  all  eatuee  regigtered  m  the 
week  ending  Saturday,  April  12. 

All  Causes 906 

SPEciriBD  Causes 90ft 

1.— Zymotic  (Epidemic,  Endemic,  and 
Contagious)  Diseases,  155;  among 
which,  of— 

Small  Fox 16 

Measles  is 

Scarlatina  17 

Hooping  Cough  AO 

Croup  6 

Thrash    S 

Diarrhoea    4 

Dysentery  9 

Cholera   0 

Influenxa i 

Typhus    96 

n.^Dropsy,  Canceri  and  other  Diseases 
of  uncertain  or  Tariable  Seat,  87  j 
amonr  which,  of— 

Hsmorrhage 0 

Dropsy 90 

Scrofula 9 

Cancer 11 

Atrophy 10 

Debility  16 

SnddenDeaths 5 

III.— Diseases  of  the  Brain,  Spinal  Marrow, 
Nerves,  and  Senses,  141;  among 
which,  of— 

Hydrocephalns... 90 

Apoplexy 16 

Paralysis 14 

Convulsions  43 

Insanity  1 

Delirinm Tremens 1 

rV.— Diseases  of  the  Lmigs,  snd  of  the 
other  Onrans  of  Respiration,  318; 
among  which,  of 

Pneumoma.. ••  84 

Hydrothorax 4 

Asthma   90 

Phthisis  or  Consumption  ....  146 

Diwases  of  the  Longs,  &e....  99 

v.— Diieases  of  Heart  and  Blood-vessels  99 
VI.— Diseases  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  and 
other  Organs  of  Digestion,  67 ; 
amon^  which,  of— 

*■  eetning  «•••.••...•..«.••■•*  16 

Gastritii 0 

Enteritis 19 

Tabes  7 

Hernia l 

Disease  of  Stomach,  &c 4 

Disease  of  Liver,  &c. 9 

VII.— Diseases  of  the  Kidneys,  &c 8 

VIII.— Childbirth,  Diseases  of  the  Uteros, 
fcc.  IS ;  among  which,  of— 

Chjldbirtff 11 

Disease  of  Utems 8 

IX.— Rheomatism,  Diseases  of  the  Bones, 

Joints,  61C 6 

X.— Diseases  of  Skin,  Cellular  Tissue,  &c.  1 

XL-Old  Ajfe 64 

XII.— Violence,  Privation,  Cold,  and  Intem- 
perance   IS 

Wilson  &  Ooxlvt,  67,  Skinner  Street,  London. 
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A. 


AbereromUe,  Dr.  John,  death  of,  5S6« 

Abslnec  of  the  meet  material  facts  of  the 
eoDtioveray  between  Dr.  Lee,  of  London, 
and  Dr.  Paterson,  of  Letth,  relaCiTO  to  the 
■CiuDtore  of  the  oorpoa  itttewn,  494. 

Abaceaa  of  the  abdomen,  Mr.  Amott'e  clini- 
cal lectare  on  a  oaie  of,  401 ;  of  the 
labram  pndeadi,  40f ;  of  the  side,  409. 

AI^Bcese  m  die  abdominal  mneolec,  Mr. 
William  Smith's  ease  of,  with  disease  of 
the  pnbic  bones,  517* 

Aeesiast  a  sanrer  of  the  ethical  relations  of 
medicine,  by  Dr.  Man,  14, 51, 67,  lOS, 
113, 184. 

Address  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
editorial  observations  on  the,  t58. 

Addison,  Hr.  William,  on  the  traasforma- 
tioa  0f  pas-cells  into  a  miaooos  or  fibrous 
tissue,  69,  tdO. 

Alison's,  Dr.  SomerYille  8oott,medicalcases: 
small  stomach,  1S5;  ossificataon  of 
gall-bladder,  157  ;  hypertrophy  of  the 
neut,  ib. ;  case  of  hydatid  tumor  of  the 
liver,  with  remarks,  18 ;  on  the  state  of 
the  poor  in  Scotland,  StO ;  on  pericarditis, 
a  complication  and  sequela  of  scarlatina, 
664. 

Allnatt,  Dr.  on  ergotisaticn  of  the  tipuKdm 
by  hydrocyanic  acid,  675 ;  on  hepatalgia, 
796. 

Alum  and  opium,  the  ccmbinatlflii  of.  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  HoiEnana  in  cases  of  lead 
oolic,  f 07, 


Amaurosis,  case  of,  occurring  suddenly,  tlO« 
Ammonia  given  off  by  albnminoue  fluids, 

75a 

Amnesia  complicating  acute  rheuiatism, 
Vt.  Liasem's  case  of,  304. 

Amussat's,  M.  case  of  lumbar  enterotomy, 
without  opening  the  peritoneum,  per- 
formed with  sttccem  upon  a  woman  aged 
&Sg  269;  researches  on  Ae  wounds  of 
blood-vessels,  496. 

Analysis,  comparative,  of  the  food  consumed, 
and  the  excrements  passed,  by  a  turtle- 
dove, 399. 

Aneurism,  Dr.  Brereton  on  a  ease  of,  396. 

Aneurism  of  the  right  subclavian  artery, 
Mr.  Aston  Key's  case  of,  334. 

Aneurism^  Mr.  Eriehsen's  translation  of  the 
wQvks  of  the  principal  writers  on,  re* 
viewed,  801. 

Ankle  joint,  Ms.  Stalford  on  a  case  of  com- 
pound dislocation  of  the,  8t7. 

Apothecaries*  Hall,  lists  of  gentlemen  who 
have  received  certificates,  39, 64,  96, 176, 
806,  840,  878,  304,  368,  438,  464,  684, 
656,  688, 756, 784,  816,  848,  880,  918, 
944,976. 

Apothecaries,  proposal  to  establish  a  Royal 
College  of;  396. 

Apopleiy,  Dr.  Edward  Blackmore  on  the 
cure  of,  855. 

Arnold,  the  Rev.  Dr.  some  particulars  coo* 
nected  with  the  death  of«  68. 

Amotf  i,  Mr.  clinical  lecture  on  a  case  of 
abecem  of  the  abdomen,  4pl. 

Amott's,  Dr.  A.  description  of  the  operation 
of  lithotomy  as  performed  by  a  native 
hskeem,  681. 

Amott,  Dr.  James,  on  the  present  state  of 
therapenlkal  inquiry,  407, 474, 481. 

3N. 
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Anenic,  remarkable  case  of  poiBomng  with, 
related  by  Professor  Wohler,  655. 

Arsenic,  on  detennining  the  quantity  of,  and 
at  the  same  time  obTiatiog  the  incon- 
veniences encountered  with  Marsh's  ap- 
paratus, 7 16. 

Arsenic,  Dr.  Kraffi's  case  of  poisoning 
by,  treated  with  hydrated  oaide  of  iron, 
750. 

Association  of  general  practitioners,  objec* 
tion  to  the,  812. 

Assistants,  unqualified,  and  medical  plu- 
ralities, remarks  on  the  injury  done  by, 
to  the  regular  practitioner,  by  a  Member 
of  the  North  of  England  Association,  240. 


B. 


Baker  venui  Lowe,  remarks  upon  the  recent 
triaUn  the  Court  of  Queen  s  Bench,  733. 

Baly*  Dr.  W.  on  the  mortality  in  prisons, 
and  the  diseases  most  frequently  fatal  to 
pnsoDers,  740. 

Bsillingairs,  Sir  George,  outlines  of  mili- 
tary surgery,  reviewed,  547, 

Barlow,  Dr*  on  the  depuration  of  the  blood, 
369. 

Bartlett's,  Mr.  Thomas,  observations  on 
syphilis,  73, 

Basedow's,  Mr.  case  of  luxation  of  the 
head,  and  fracture  of  the  neck  of  the 
thigh-bone,  367. 

Baths  for  the  million — baths  for  the  indi- 
vidual, 590. 

Bell's,  Mr.  Jacob,  concise  historical  sketch 
of  the  progress  of  pharmacy  in  Great 
Britain,  reviewed,  161. 

Bessems',  M«  case  of  empalement  without 
visceral  injury,  846. 

Bethlem  Hospital,  regulation  for  the  admis- 
sion  of  pupils  at,  S64.  ' 

Bile,  Dr.  George  Kemp  on  the  functions  of 
the,  76. 

Birmingham  and  Midland  Districts  Medical 
and  Surgical  Association,  meeting  of  the, 
875. 

Bird,  Dr.  Golding,  notice  by,  of  the  crys- 
talline form  of  carbonate,  and  discovery 
of  the  oxalate  of  Ume  in  the  urine  of 
herbivora,  49 ;  account  of  Professor 
Mulder's  researches  on  the  chemical 
physiology  of  red  colouring  matter  of 
blood,  415  ;  his  work  on  urinary  deposits, 
reviewed,  419. 
Blackmore's,  Dr.  Edward,  observations  on 
the  more  important  diseases  of  the  ner- 
vous  system,  with  illustrative  cases,  569, 
596.  630,  671,  699,  723,  760,  789,  822, 
855,917,954. 
Bladder,  Dr.  Thienemann*s  case  of  ligature 
of  a  polypus  of  the,  175. 


Bleeding,  Dr.  Mayo  on,  in  cases  of  conges- 
tion, 146. 
Blindness,  sudden.  Dr.  Svnnot'scase  of,  160. 
Blood,  Dr.  Andrew  Buehanan  on  the  white 

or  opaque  serum  of  the,  11. 
Blood,  Mr.  Golding  Bird's  account  of  Pro- 
fessor Mulder's  researches  on  the  chemi- 
cal physiology  of  red  colouring  matter  of 
the,  415. 
Blood,  Dr.  G.  O.  Bees  on  the,  principally 
in  regard  to  its  physical  and  pathological 
attributes,  being  the  Gulstonian  Lectures 
for  1845,  753,  826,  849. 
Blood,  Mr.  Prescott  Hewett  on  the  extrava- 
sation of,  into  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid 
membrane,  684. 
Blood,  Mr.  Gulliver  on  the  formation  of  the 

buffy  ooat  of  the,  687. 
Blood-vessels,  M.  Amussat's  researches  on 

the  wounds  of,  496. 
Boards  of  Guardians,  remarks  by  Mr.  Por- 
ter on  the  conduct  of,  towaida  dietrict 
medical  officers,  735. 
Bone,  M.  Flourens  on  the  fojmation  of,  63. 
Books,  analyses  and  notices  of  :*- 
Braithwaite's  retrospect  of  medicine  and 

surgery,  24. 
Miller's  principles  of  surgery,  89. 
Mr.  Samuel  Cooper's  introductory  address 
to  the  students  of  University  College, 
at  the  opening  of  the  winter  session  in 
the  faculty  of  Medicine.  1844-45, 1 17. 
Dt,  Davies's  exposition  of  the  laws  ^hich 
relate  to  the  medical  profession  in  Eng- 
land, 161, 
jMr.  Jacob  Bell's  sketch  of  the  progress  of 

pharmacy  in  Great  Britain,  161. 
Graefenberg;  or  a  true  account  of  the 
water<cure,  by  H.  H.  Graham,  M.D. 
199. 
Dr.  Guy's  principles  of  forensic  medicine, 

227. 
Guy's  Hospital  reports.  No.  4,  256, 454. 
Sir  G.  Lefevre's  apology  for  the  nerves* 

290. 
Medico-ChirurgicalTransactionSjVol.  19, 

new  series,  325. 
Kaemts's  complete  course  of  meteorology, 

355. 
Dr.  Golding  Bird  on  urinary  deposits, 

419. 
Dr.  Christison's  treatise  on  poisons,  fourth 

edition,  450. 
Mr.  Greenhow's  medical  report  of  the 

case  of  Miss  H^  M—,  488. 
Mr.  Radford  on  galvanism,  applied  to  the 
treatment  of  uterine  hemorrhage,  490. 
Sir  George  Balliogall's  outlines  of  mili- 
tary surgery,  547. 
Statistics  of  recruiting,  650. 
Mr.  Quain's  anatomy  of  the  arteries,  586. 
Dr.  Hall  on  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
some  of  the  more  important  diseases, 
medical   and   surgical,  including    the 
principal  diseases  of  the  eye,  613. 
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elements  of  the  comparative    BuriaLcliibB,  Mr.  Clay  on  the  influence  of. 
If  nervous  system,  649.  on  the  mortality,  209. 

[pry's  outlines  of  che-    Butterfliesi  uric  acid  excreted  by,  6t3. 


fauna  and  flora  of 
80. 
.ictical  observations 
raedxciae,  710. 
reatiso  on  corns  and 

s  anatomical  and  patho- 
.rations,  736. 
«  elements  of  physics,  737. 
.  on  the  chemistry  of  vegetable 
mal  physiology,  774. 
dwnham   on   human   magnetism, 
* 
Jrvations  on  aneurism,  selected  from 
«.be  works  of  the  principal  writers  on 
this  disease,   and  translated    by  MrJ 
Erichsen,  801. 
London  Medical  Directory,  802. 
Mr.  Moore  on  the  structure  of  the  lungs, 

ib. 
Mr.  StrausB*s  remarks  and  comments  on 
the   medical    and    chemical   evidence 
adduced  at  the  trial  of  John  Tawell, 
860. 
Schcenlein*8  clinical  lectures,  866. 
Sir  J.  M.  Tiemey's  observations  on  variola 

vaccina,  or  cow- pock,  868. 
Dr.  Wells's  essay  upon  cretinism  and 

goitre,  ib. 
Dr.Furnivall  on  the  diagnosis,  prevention, 
and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  heart, 
and  of  aneurism,  897. 
Mr.  Mortimer  on  the  growth  of  children's 

teeth,  927. 
The  Veterinary  Record,  and  transactions 
of  the  Veterinary  Medical  Association, 
April  1845,  967. 
BoQssingault's,  M.  comparative  analysis  of 
the  f(W)d  consumed,  and  the  excrements 
passed,  by  a  turtle*dove,  undertaken  with 
•  view  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  there 
is  any  exhalation  of  asote  during  respira- 
tion in  the  granivora,  399. 
Boorgery,  M.  on  the  relations  in  point  of 
weight  of  the  nervous  parts  of  man  and 
eome  animals,  462. 
Brain,   Mr.    Solly's    contributions    to    the 

pathology  of  the,  245. 
Brain,  Mr.  John  Chatto  on  acase  of  absence 

of  a  portion  of  the,  487. 
BraithwBite*s,  Mr.  retrospect  of  practical 

medicine  and  surgery,  reviewed,  24. 
Breath,  oflensive.  Dr.  A.  L.  Wigan  on  a 

remedy  for,  2S4. 
Brereton,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  aneurism,  S98. 
British  Medical  Association,  communication 
from  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  to  the, 
496. 
Brodie,  Sir  Benjamin,  note  from,  265. 
Buchanan,  Dr.   on  the  white    or    opaque 
serum  of  the  blood  ,11. 


C. 


Calculus,  M.  Lassaigne  on  anew  species  of, 
found  in  the  kidneys  and  ureters  of  a  bitch, 
622. 

Calculi,  urinary,  of  reptiles,  M.  Duvemoy 
on  the,  207. 

Capillaries  of  the  head,  Mr.  T.  W.  King's 
practical  reflections  on  the,  25s2. 

Carbon,  Mr.  Rigg*8  experiments  on  the 
promotion  or  secretion  of,  by  animals, 
the  disappesrance  of  hydrogen  and  oxy- 
gen, and  the  generation  of  heat  during  the 
process,  220. 

Carbonate  of  lead,  Mr.  John  Shaw*s  cose  of 
poisoning  by,  240. 

Carter,  Mr.  C.  T.  on  the  organization  and 
protection  of  the  medical  profession  : 
the  Quarterly  Review,  &c.  605. 

Carter's,  Mr.  remarks  on  the  amended 
nsedical  bill,  830. 

Caries,  Mr.  Samuel  Maclean's  description 
of  a  modification  of  the  ephericaUheaded 
cutter  for  the  excision  of,  539. 

Canis's  earth-life,  a  specimen  of  ideal  phy. 
siology,  39. 

Chatto,  Mr.  mesmerism  applied  to  surgical 
operations,  354. 

Chatto*s,  Mr.  John,  case  of  absence  of  a 
portion  of  the  brain,  487. 

Chatto,  Mr.  on  the  employment  of  mes- 
merism during  surgical  operations,  603. 

Chemistry,  importance  of  the  study  of,  780. 

Child's,  Mr.  new  htemorrhoid  needle,  925. 

Chisholm's,  Dr.  case  of  excision  of  nearly 
one-half  of  the  lower  jaw,  46. 

Christison's,  Dr.  treatise  on  poisons,  review 
of  the  fourth  edition  of,  450. 

Chronic  cases,  Dr.  Mayo's  record  of,  treated 
with  partial  or  entire  success,  in  which 
morbid  changes  of  the  cerebral  or  spinal 
system  have  existed,  or  have  been  threat- 
ened, 352. 

Clay,  Mr.  on  the  influence  of  burial-clubs 
on  the  mortality,  209. 

Cleft  palate,  Mr.  Fergusson's  observations 
on,  o89. 

Coal  as  fuel,  when  first  used,  879. 

Cole,  Mr.  on  a  case  in  which  a  foreign  body 
was  impacted  in  the  throat,  127. 

College  of  Physicians,  new  charter  to  the, 
779. 

Collier's,  Mr.  case  of  accident  to  the  shoul- 
der-joint, 925. 

Colon  strangulated  by  the  meso* colon.  Dr. 
Gilman  Davis's  case  of,  847. 

Colostrum  of  the  cow.  Dr.  Davy  on  the, 
933. 
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Oontributiont  towards  a  faana  and  flora  of 
the  county  of  Cork,  681. 

Converaasione  at  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, 558. 

Con gestioD,  cerebral.  Dr.  Mayo  on  a  case 
of,  17. 

Congestion,  Dr.  Mayo  on  bleeding  in  cases 
of,  146. 

Cooper's,  Mr.  Samuel,  introductory  address 
to  the  students  of  University  College,  at 
the  opening  of  the  winter  session  in  the 
faculty  of  medicine,  1844-45, 117» 

Cooke,  Mr.  W.  on  the  medical  treatment  of 
the  case  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Arnold,  62. 

Corpus  Inteum,  Dr.  Robert  Lee  on  tbe,  and 
its  value  as  a  test  of  early  pregnancy,  150. 

Corpusjuteum,  abstract  of  the  most  material 
points  of  the  controversy  between  Dr.  Lee, 
of  London,  and  Mr.  Paterson,  of  Leith, 
relative  to  the  structure  of  the,  494. 

Corpus  luteum,  Dr.  Paterson  on  the  struc* 
ture  of  the,  640. 

Corpora  lutea^  reply  by  *'  Scrutator"  to  Dr. 
Paterson*B  remarks  on  the,  709. 

Cotton,  Mr.  Charles,  on  the  propriety  of  the 
refusal  by  hospital .  surgeons  to  counte- 
nance mesmerism,  427. 

Cough  of  twelve  months*  duration,  Mr. 
Feamside's  report  of  a  case  of,  treated  in 
University  College  Hospital,  177. 

Cough,  Dr.  May o's  report  of  a  case  of,  with 
occasional  hsmoptysis,  treated  by  him  in 
the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  485. 

Creosote  in  nevus  maternus,  recommended 
by  Dr.  Thornton.  176. 

Cyanides,  Dr.  Letheby  on  the  poisonous 
effecU  of  the,  603,  676. 


D. 


Dalrymple's,  Mr.  John,  sketch  of  a  bill  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, 167. 

Dancing  over  the  dead,  457. 

Danieirs,  Mr.  W.  F.  observations  on  tbe 
medical  topography,  climate,  and  dis- 
eases of  tbe  bights  of  Benin  and  Biafra, 
435.  515,  582,  643,  706,  771, 886. 

Davies*s,  Dr.  exposition  of  the  laws  which 
relate  to  the  medical  profession,  reviewed, 
161. 

Davis*s,  Dr.  Gilman,  case  in  which  the 
colon  was  strangulated  by  the  meso-colon, 
847. 

Davy,  Dr.  on  the  colostrum  of  the  cow,  933. 

Deformities,  Mr.  Tamplin's  lectures  on  the 
nature  and  treatment  of: — 

Lect.  1.— Talipes  vamsnon-congenitos, 
33 ;  talipes  valgus,  36. 

LscT.  2. — Treatment  of  talipes  val^s, 
65 ;  talipes  equino-varus,  67  ;  tabpes 
eijuino-valgus,  ib.;  treatment,  (>8. 


Lbct.  3. — ^Talipes  valgus,  129. 

Lect.  4. — Talipes  calcaneus,  241; 
congenital  deformities  of  the  foot,  142; 
non -congenital  deformities  of  the  fool,  243. 

Lect.  5. — Deformities  of  the  knee- 
joint,  305:  genu  valgum,  or  knock-knee, 
lb. ;  genu  valgum  with  outward  inclina- 
tion of  the  opposite  knee,  307;  genu 
valgum  with  curvature  of  the  bcraes,  ib. 

Lect.  6. — ^Treatment  of  genu  valgum, 
or  knock*  knee,  by  general  means,  mecha- 
uica),  and  surgical  and  medical,  369; 
genu  extorsum,  or  outward  inclinaiioQ  of 
the  knees,  371 ;  treatment,  ib. 

Lkct.  7. — Divbion  of  the  vastus  ez- 
ternus  and  fascia  lata  for  knock -knee, 
465 ;  relaxed  condition  of  the  ligamenta 
of  the  knee-joint,  admitting  of  nndne 
motion  antero-poateriorly,  ib. ;  treatment, 
466 ;  contraction  of  the  knee,  commonly 
called  ankylosis — congenital,  ib. ;  non- 
congenital,  467;  causes  acting  directly, 
ib. ;  injuries  of  various  kinds,  ib. ;  inflam- 
mation simply,  468 ;  rheumatism,  ib. ; 
scrofulous  disease,  or  **  white  swelling." 
with  abscesses  about  the  joint,  469; 
indirect  causes,  473  ;  injuries  to  the 
spine — cerebral  or  spinal  irritation,  473. 

Lect.  8. — ^Treatmient  of  contraction  of 
the  knee-joint  in  the  flexed  poAition — 
mechanical  and  surgical,  561 ;  means  of 
forming  a  diagnosis,  ib. ;  case  of  contrac- 
tion from  inflammation  successfully  treated 
mechanically,  ib. ;  signs  which  may  be 
considered  favourable,  562  ;  signs  which 
are  unfavourable,  ib.;  section  of  the 
semi-membranosus,  semi-tendinosoa,  and 
biceps,  ib. ;  mode  of  performing  the 
operation,  ib.;  contraction  of  the  gas- 
trocnemius as  a  consequence,  565  ;  con- 
traction of  the  flexors  and  addoctors  of 
the  hip  as  a  consequence— treatment  of, 
ib.;  dislocation  backwards  of  the  tibia 
on  the  femur^treatment  of,  567 ;  dislo- 
cation backwards  of  the  tibia  on  the  femur 
— treatment  of,  587. 

Lbct.  9« — Contraction  of  the  knee-joint 
in  the  straight  or  extended  position— 
congenital— non-congenital,  657 ;  case  of 
congenital  contraction  of  the  thighs,  knees, 
and  feet,  ib. ;  causes  of  non -congenital 
centractiou,658  ;  treatment — surgical  and 
mechanical,  ib.  i  division  of  the  rectos 
femoris,  ib. ;  contraction  of  the  hip-joint 
-^  congenital  —  non  -  congenital,  659  ; 
causes  of  non-congenital,  ib.;  treatment 
^mechanical — surgical  and  mechanical, 
661 ;  section  of  t^e  rectus  femoris,  of 
tensor  vaginae  femoris,  and  adductor 
longtts,  661. 

Lbct.  10.— Angular  curvature  of  the 
spine,  913;  treatment  of  angular  curva- 
ture, 916. 
Desiderio,  M.  researches  by,  upon  the  poi- 
sonous eflfects  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  878. 
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Oicketi's,  Mr.  cniie  of  biemorrhage  from  tbe 
^tocnach,  and  death  from  swallowing  a 
copper  roin,  885. 
Diet  and  regimen,  Dr,  WilkinBon*8  observa- 

tioDfl  oUt  799. 
Di^tRJiB,  Dr.  Munk  on  the    oaes  of,  hi 

diseases  of  the  heart,  257. 

Oisesfcses  of   the    lungs    from   mechanical 

ca^uses.  Dr.  H.  M.  Hughes  on,  and  Dr, 

C«Wert  Holland's  account  of  them,  t\4, 

«81. 

Duvernaj,  M.  on  the  urinary  calculi   of 

reptiles.  907. 
r>ttrliicher*»,  Mr.    treatise   on    corns    and 

bunions,  cridcai  notice  pf,  717. 
Dyspepsia,  Dr.  Wigan  on  a  form  of,  139. 


£. 


Karle,  Mr.  J.  VV.  on  the  distinction  between 

science  and  practice,  78  ;   on  the  import 

of  the  nervous  system  in  secretion  and 

in  irritability,  S69,  404,  512 
£cxema,  Mr.  n,  Phillips  on  a  esse  of,  treated 

by  arsenic  and  warm  water,  721. 
Echinococcus  homiois,  Mr.  Erasmus  Wilson 

on  the  chissification,  structure,  and  deve- 
lopment of  the,  368. 
EniToaiAL  ARTicLi.s:— 

Our  new  volume,  t6i  the  commencing 
medical  session,  27. 

The  medical  profession  bill,  53,  91,201, 
232,291,388. 

The  Isudation  of  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries by  country  practitioners,  55. 

The  educational  proposals  of  the  Council 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  121. 

A  manifesto  by  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Association  of  the  borough  of  Maryle. 
bone,  162. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  and  report  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  ou 
the  medical  bill,  201. 

The  dilemma,  and  remedy  the  first,  230. 

AddreM  of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries, 
258. 

Dissimilar  views  of  the  proposed  medical 
bill  taken  by  metropolitan  and  pro- 
vincisl  practitioners,  291. 

The  dilemma,  and  remedy  the  aecond-^ 
association  of  the  general  practitioners 
into  a  distinct  college,  incorporated  by 
act  of  parliament,  having  an  elective 
council,  a  court  of  eiaminers,  and 
power  to  frame  bye-laws,  and  to  ei* 
amine  and  license  all  future  general 
practitioners,  326. 

The  meeting  of  general  practitioners  in 
medicine  and  surgery  of  the  city  of 
Westminster,  356. 


The  dilemma,  and  remedy  the  third ->th« 
practitioner  of  medicine  licensed  by  a 
government  board,  independent  of 
universities.  Royal  Colleges  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries' 
Halls,  385. 

The  duties  of  tbe  state  in  reference  to  the 

J)ractitioner  of  medicine,  420. 
vantages  of  a  well  constituted  council 
of  health  and  education,  456. 

How  is  quackery  to  be  remedied  Y  492. 

Incorporation  of  general  practitioners, 
521  ;  schools  for  the  sons  of  medical 
men,  523. 

Rumoured  changes  relative  to  the  College 
of  Surgeons,  551, 

The  remedies  proposed,  588. 

Means  of  protection,  614. 

General  legislation  necessary,  652. 

1'he  question  of  medicine  stamps,  681. 

The  new  bill,  717. 

The  faculty  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Glasgow,  738. 

llie  improper  administration  of  medicines, 
777. 

Death  from  starration,  803. 

Retrospective  effect  of  the  registration 
clauses,  609. 

Registration  of  future  practitioners,  903. 

On  the  proposed  changes  in  the  profes- 
sion, 930. 

English  and  Scotch  graduates  under  the 
new  bill,  968. 
Educational  proposals  of  the  council  of  the 

Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 

editorial  remarks  on  the,  121. 
Election  of  fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of 

Surgeons,  remarks  on,  by  '*  Veritas,"  620. 
Elliot.  Dr. on  medicine  stamps  and  quackery, 

794. 
Empalement,  case  of,  without  visceral  in- 
jury, 846. 
Encephaloid  disease  of  the  tibia,  Dr.  Edwin 

Hairs  case  of,  729. 
Eoterotoroy,  lumbar,  M.  Aroussat's  case  of, 

without    opening    the    peritoneum,   per- 
formed with  success  upon  a  woman  aged 

53.  269. 
Epilepsy,   Dr.  BIsckmore's  cases  of,  with 

remarks  on  its  treatment,  723. 
Ergot  of  rye,  poisoning  by  bread  containing, 

877. 
Erysipelas,  phlegmonous,  Mr.  Stafford  on 

two  cases  of,  from  wounds  poisoned  by 

copper,  829. 
Ethics,  medical,  359* 
Evans's,  Mr.  case  of  obstruction  of  the  large 

intestine,  934. 
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Examinaiious  at  the  University  of  London 

and  Appihecaries*  Hail,  942. 
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Extirpation  of  diseased  ovaria.  Dr.  McDow- 
ell's cases  of,  744. 

Eyeball,  Dr.  Porter's  case  of  temporary 
protrusion  of  the,  with  loss  of  vision,  from 
rheumatic  inflammation  following  scarla- 
tina, 704. 
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Faculty  of  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Glas- 
gow, editoiial  obserrations  on  the  proposal 
to  associate  it  with  the  university  of  that 
city,  738. 

Faculty  of  Glasgow,  on  the  proposal  to 
extinguish  this  corporation,  780. 

Fallot,  M.  on  the  action  of  the  heart,  S70. 

Farringdon  General  Dispensary,  Dr.  VV. 
Camps,  and  Dr.  W.  H.  Brown,  elected 
physicians  to  the,  753. 

Fot,  the,  of  animals  not  an  element  of  respi- 
ration, by  Dr.  George  Kemp,  d4t. 

Feamside's,  Mr.  H.  reports  of  cases  treated 
in  University  College  Hospital : — Cough 
of  twelve  months'  duration,  and  failure  of 
the  health  during  that  period,  177 ;  hys  • 
teria  and  spinal  irritation,  337  ;  gradual 
failure  of  the  health  for  a  considerable 
period,  and  existence  of  various  symptoms 
indicating  derangement  of  the  cerebral 
circulation,  .529. 

Femur,  Mr.  Lyon  on  fractures  of  the,  340. 

Fergusson's,  Mr.  observations  on  clel^  pa- 
late, 389. 

Fernie,  Mr.  note  from,  offering  supplies  of 
vaccine  lymph,  302. 

Fistula  in  ano,  Mr.  Lomas  on  the  treatment 
of,  by  ligature,  766, 

Flourens,  M.  on  the  formation  of  bone,  65. 

Fourcault,  M.  on  the  functions  of  the  skin, 
462. 

Frampton,  Dr.  Algernon,  on  a  very  ready  and 
easy  manner  of  sseertaining  the  specific 
gravity  of  urine,  591 . 

Fungus,  case  of,  from  the  synovial  capsule 
of  the  knee,  treated  by  compression,  463. 

Fungi,  Dr.  Lankester  on  some  abnormal 
forms  of,  874, 

Fnmivall,  Dr.  on  the  diagnosis,  prevention, 
and  treatment,  of  diseases  of  the  heart, 
reviewed,  897. 

Furst,  Dr.  Edward,  on  the  effects  of  fusel- 
oil  upon  the  animal  ecouomy,  430. 
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General  practitioners,  remarks  on  the  project 
for  the  incorporation  of,  by  *'  Chintrgos," 
519;  editorial  remarks  on,  52l« 

General  practitioners,  editorial  observations 
on  the  means  for  the  protection  of, 
614 ;  the  point  discussed  as  to  whether 
they  should  be  included  in  the  charter 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  or 
form  a  separate  incorporation,  659, 

Gerdy's,  M.  case  of  fungus  from  the  synorial 
capsule  of  the  knee,  treated  by  compres- 
sion, 463. 

Gin  traces,  Professor,  case  of  hypertrophy  of 
the  cartilaginous  structure  of  the  trachea 
and  bronchi,  39. 

Glottis,  Mr.  Stanhope  Uliogworth's  caae  of 
(Bdema  of  the,  731. 

Goolden,  Dr.  R.  H.  on  the  use  of  sulphate 
of  manganese  in  various  diseases,  646. 

Goodsir's,  Messrs.  John  and  D.  S.  ana- 
tomical and  pathological  observations, 
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Gordon,  Dr.  Theodore,  biographical  sketch 
of,  911. 

Gout,  Mr.  Alexander  Ure*s  researches  on, 
188. 

Graefenberg,  or  a  true  report  of  the  water, 
cure,  by  H.  H.  Graham,  M.D.  199. 

Greatrex,  Edward,  and  Mr.  Robinson's 
case  of  aneurism  of  the  popliteal  artery, 
554. 

Gregory,  Dr,  George,  on  the  variolous  epi> 
demie  of  1844,  617. 

Gregory,  Professor,  on  the  presence  of 
phosphate  of  magnesia  in  bone,  and  on  a 
new  method  of  procuring  phosphoric  acid 
from  bone,  890. 

Gregory's,  Dr.  William,  outlines  of  che- 
mistry, reviewed,  678. 

Greenhow,  Mr.  T.  M.  note  from,  respecting 
the  case  of  Miss  Martineau;  335. 

Greenhow's,  Mr.  T.  M.  medical  report  of 
the  case  of  Miss  H—  M— ,  critical 
notice  of  the,  488. 

Gulliver,  Mr.  on  the  formation  of  the  huffy 
coat  of  the  blood,  687. 

Guy's  Hospital,  Mr.  Hilton  elected  lecturer 
on  anatomy  and  physiology  at,  304. 

Guy's  Hospital  reports.  No.  4,  analysis  of 
the,  256,  454. 

Guy's,  Dr.  W.  A.  principles  of  forensic 
medicine,  reviewed,  227. 

Guy's,  Dr.  W.  A.  defence  against  the  charge 
of  plagiarism  in  his  work  on  forensic 
medicine,  298. 
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of  the  nine  missing  books  of,  329. 

Gall-bladder,  Dr.  Somerville  Scott  Alison 
on  a  case  of  ossification  of  the,  135. 

Galvanic  apparatus,  best  form*  for  a,  592. 

Gay,  Mr.  note  from,  96. 

General  practitioners,  probability  of  their 
obtaining  a  charter  of  incorporation,  388. 
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Hastings,  Mr.  and  Dr.  Storks',  case  of 
tuberculous  excavation  of  the  left  lung, 
treated  by  perforation  of  the  cavity  through 
the  walls  of  the  chest,  378. 


INDEX. 


965 
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cating derangement  of  the  cerebral  circu- 
lation, 5S9. 

Health  and  education,  advantages  of  a  well- 
constituted  council  of,  456. 

Head,  case  of  injury  to  the,  971. 

Heart,  Dr.  Somerville  Scott  Alison  on  a  case 
of  hypertrophy  of  the,  135. 

Heart,  M.  Fallot  on  the  action  of  the,  270. 

Headache,  Mr.  T.  Wilkinson  King  on  the 
seat  of,  and  its  ioiport  in  diagnosis,  412. 

Heherden,  the  late  Dr.  memoir  of,  972. 

Helmuth's,  Dr.  case  of  retroversion  of  the 
womb  in  the  nnimpregnated  state,  747. 

Hepatalgia,  Dr.  Allnatt  on,  796« 

Hernia,  strangulated,  case  of,  for  which  an 
operation  was  performed  by  Mr.  B.  Phil- 
tips,  722. 

Hewett,  Mr.  Prescott,  on  extravasation  of 
blood  ioto  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid 
membrane,  684. 

Hilton,  Mr.  John,  elected  lecturer  on 
anatomy  and  physiology  at  Guy's  Hos- 
pital, 304. 

Hip,  Mr.  Amotfs  clinical  lecture  on  a 
case  of  disease  of  the,  403, 

Hocken,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  immense  accumu- 
lation of  hardened  fances  in  the  rectum, 
and  complete  suppression  of  the  alvine 
evacuations  for  a  month,  330. 

Hocken's,  Dr.  practical  remarks  on  the 
value  of  the  operation  of  perforating  the 
wall  of  the  chest  into  a  tubercular  cavity 
for  the  relief  or  cure  of  tuberculai  phthisis, 
481. 

Hoffmann,  Dr.  the  combination  of  alum  and 
opium  recommeBd(>d  by,  in  cases  of  lead 
colic,  207. 

Homicide  by  an  unqualified  practitioner,  656. 

Home.  Dr.  of  Edinburgh,  notice  of  the  death 
of,  368. 

Hooping-cough,  Mr*  Streeter  on  the  nature 
and  seat  of,  195. 

Hdtel  Dieu,  surgery  of  the,  367 ;  remarks 
on,  by  "  Chirurgus  Britannicus,"  458. 

Httfeland,  Professor,  on  the  relations  of  the 
physician,  543, 580. 

Hughes,  Dr.  H.  M.  on  diseases  of  the  lungs 
from  mechanical  causes,  and  Dr,  Calvert 
Holland's  account  of  them,  214, 281. 

Hunter,  Dr.  William,  Dr.  Robert  Lee*s 
discourse  on  the  life  and  labours  of,  1. 

Hunt's,  Dr.  observations  on  the  relaxed 
rectum,  332. 

Hydatid  tumor  of  the  liver.  Dr.  Somerville 
Scott  Alison's  case  of,  18. 

Hydrocele,  case  of,  of  the  hernial  sac,  cured 
by  external  treatment,  61. 

Hydrocele,  Mr.  Burton's  case  of,  974. 

Hydrocephalus,  Dr.  Edward  Blackmore  on 
the  treatment  of,  699. 

Hydrocyanic  acid.  Dr.  Allnatt  on  ergotixation 
of  the  tipulidas  by,  675, 


Hydrocyanic  acid,  Mr.  Pooley's    case   qi 

poisoning  by,  859. 
Hygiene,  contributions  to,  with  particular 

reference  to  the  soldier,  104, 108. 
Hymen,  imperforate,  Dr.  Eehfeld  on  a  case 

of,  461. 
Hypertrophy  of  the  cartilaginous  structure 

of  the  trachea  and  broocbit  32. 
Hysteria, and  *'  spinal  irritation,"  Mr.  Fearn- 

side's  report  of  a  case  of,  337,  373. 
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Ideal  physiology,  a  specimen  of  :~-Carus*s 
earth-life,  38. 

Imperforate  anus,  curious  malformation  con- 
nected with,  783. 

Illing worth's^  Mr.  Stanhope,  case  of  oedema 
of  the  glottis,  731. 

Incorporation  of  general  practitioners,  re- 
marks on,  by  Medious,  428. 

Incorporation  of  general  practitioners,  re- 
marks on  the  project  of,  by  Chirurgus, 
519;  editorial  remarks  on,  521* 

Incorporation  of  general  practitioners,  re- 
marks on  the,  and  the  Medical  bill,  by 
Medicus,  238. 

Insanity,  case  of  sudden  access  of,  878. 

Iodide  of  potassium,  Mr.  Tatum's  three 
cases  of  hard  circumscribed  tumors  disap- 
pearing under  the  use  of,  591. 

Irregular  practitioners,  danger  of,  to  the 
public,  429. 

Is  the  medical  profession  over-  or  under- 
stocked 1 620. 
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Jaw,  the  lower.  Dr.  CbiaboIm*8  case  of  ex- 
cision of  nearly  one  half  of  the,  46. 

Jeaffresoo,  Dr.  S.  J.  on  the  pathology  and 
treatment  of  ovarian  diseases,  44,80, 
112. 
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Kaemptz*s  complete  course  of  meteorology, 

review  of,  355. 
Kemp,  Dr.  George,  on  the  functions  of  the 

bile,  '76  j   on  the  theory  of  respiration, 

319;  paper  by,  shewing  that  the  fat  of 

animals  is  not  an  element  of  respiration, 

541. 
Key's,  Mr.  Aston,  case  of  aneurism  of  the 

right  sub-olavian  artery,  334. 
King,  Mr.  T^  W.  on  the  capillary  circulation 

of  the  face  and  head,  62, 252. 
Kingdom,  Mr.  on  a  case  of  rupture  of  the 

liver,  879. 
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Lankester,  Dr.  Edwin,  on  some  abnormal  by  compression,  ib. 

forms  of  fungi,  874.  London  Medical  Dirsctoty,  notice  respeetmg 

Larynx  and  trachea,  Mr.  Stanley  on  the  the  pabKcadoo  of  the,  S88. 

treatment  ot  transverse  divisions  of  the,  London  Medical  Directwy  for  1845,  critical 

97.  notice  of  the,  80t. 
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opium  recommended  by  Dr.  HoflEmaa  in  Lvsation  of  iliac  boae  upon  the  sacrum,  two 

cases  of,  907.  cases  of,  814. 

Lroluyse,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  singular  defor-  Lyon,  Mr.  W.  on  fractares  of  the  ffnMr, 

mity  of  the  womb  inducing  arm  presenta-  S40, 3S7,  S7S. 

tion  of  the  child  in  three  consecutive  la- 
bours, 847. 

Le  Conte,  Dr.  John,  on  the  extraordinary  M. 

effects  of  a  stroke  of  lightning,  78i. 

Lee's,  Dr.  Robert,  discourse  on  the  life  and  '  , 

labours  of  Dr.  William  Hunter,  delivered  Maodonnell,  Mr.  on  a  peculiar  form  of  dia- 

at  tiie  opening  of  the  session,  1844-5,  in  secting  aneurism  of  the  thoracic  aorta, 
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on  Che  structure  of  the  corpus  luteom  as  a  Macpherson,  Mr.  John,  on  tumors  of  cica- 

test  of  early  pregnancy,  160 ;  correction  trices,  S46. 

of  some    misstatements   respecting  the  Madlwain's,  Mr.  address  on  the  occasion 

fklacenta,  menstmatioD,  and  the  corpus  of  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Royal 

uteum,  847.  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  744. 

Lee,  Mr.  Edwin,  note  from,  and  protest  Malformation  of  the  geattal  organs,  case  of, 

against  the  omission  of  his  name  from  the  94S. 

List  of  Fellows  of  the  Roval  College  of  Marx's,  Dr.  Acesius,  a  survey  of  the  ethical 

Surgeons,  175 ;  notice  of  the  mediou  or-  relations  of  medicine,  14,  51,  87,  lfl9, 

ganisation,  studies,  &c«  in  Italy,  S48, 4S7,  1  IS,  184. 

574.  Martineau's,  Miss,  letters  on  meameriam, 

Lee's,  Mr.  account  of  a  case  of  encysted  notice  of,  by  **  Veritas,"  4f 6. 

empyema  of  twelve  years'  standing,  890.  Marjriebone  Manifesto,  reauirks  on  the,  by 

Lefevre's,  Sir  George,  apology  for  the  nerves,  «*  An  Old  Admirer,"  tS8. 
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Letbebv,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  poisoning  with        of  thoracic  with  cerebral  oongescion,  17 ; 
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dmts  oo  the  totject  of  the  t— From  **  An 
Old  FnctitMnrT,"  f9;  TMolatioDtreletive 
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805. 

Medicine  stampt ,  editorial  remarks  on  the 

.  question  of,  681. 

Medicines,  editorial  obserrations  <m  the  im- 
proper administration  of,  777. 

Medico-Chirurgical  Thmsactions,  VoL  six. 
Mew  SerieSr  analysis  of,  dS5. 

Medical  session,  the  commencing,  editorial 
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Medical  study  in  Sweden,  Dr.  Krieger  en 
the  course  of,  t06.   . 
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Medical  bill,  the  new,  editorial  observatiioos 
oo,  717. 
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nold, 6f . 

Medical  ethics,  359. 

Medical  Guide  and  Almanack  for  1845, 
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Medical  reform,  remarkson, by  Mediator,939. 
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OB,  794. 
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plicated with  recto- Ya|;inal  hernia,  926. 

Melancholia  pnerperalis  attooitis,  Dr. 
Lion's  ease  of,  303. 

Mesmerism,  remarks  on,  by  "Veritas,*' 
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case  of  Miss  Martineau,  4f  6  s  Mr.  Cotton 
on,  427 ;  a  letter  on,  by  one  of  the  Hos- 
pital Surgeons,  ib. 

Mesmerism  applied  to  surgical  operations, 
Mr.  Cbatlo  on,  364. 
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objectionable,  remarks  by  "Medious,"625. 

.Mesmerism,  an  ,the  application  of,  to  sur- 
gical operations,  by  "  A  Constant  Resder,'' 

Mesmerism,  Mr.  Chatto  on  the  employment 
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Mr.  Alfred  Smee  on  Tesaels  in  fat  smaller 
than  the  capilUries,  874 1  Dr.  Lankester 
on  some  abnormal  forms  of  fungi,  with 
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Midwifery,  obsefeations  on  the  practice  of, 
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of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  655. 
Milk  abscess,  prevention  of,  879. 
Miller's,  Mr.  James,  principles  of  sorgeiy, 

retiewed,  89. 
Military  surgery.  Sir   George  Ballingall's 

outlines  of,  reviewed,  547. 
Miling,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  death  from  inter- 
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Moore*s,  Mr.  pnse  essay  on  the  structure  of 
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Mortality  of  the  metropolis,  tables  exhibiting 
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Rochester,  29 ;  memorial  of  the  medical 
profession  at  Liverpool,  58  ;  meeting  of 
medical  men  at  Devonport  and  Stone- 
house,  59  ;  of  the  Gloucestershire  Medical 
and  Surgical  Aesociation,  ib. ;   proceed- 
ings at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
British  Medical  Association,  60;  meet- 
ing at  Salisbury,  94 ;  at  Bristol,  ib. ;  Dr. 
Symonds'  address  on  the  occasion,  ib.; 
meeting  at  Kensington,  95;  at  Wreiham, 
96 ;   at  Bradford,  124 ;   at  Chester,  ib. ; 
at  Shrewsbury,  125  ;   at  Colchester,  ib. ; 
at  Dover,  164 ;   at  York,  ib.t  at  Graves- 
end,  165;  at  Newcastle,  ib.;  report  of^ 
the  Council  of  the  Glasgow  Medical  As- 
sociation on  the  bill,  234 :  meeting  of  the 
profession  at  York,  235 ;  of  Chichester, 
236  ;  of  Bsth,  ib. ;  of  Northsmpton,  262 ; 
of  Maidstone,  263;   of  filaokbum,  296; 
of  Warrington,  ib.;  of  the  Taunton  and 
Somerset  branch  of  the  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association,  361 ;   meeting  at  the 
Hanover  Square  Rooms,  362 ;  st  Sunder- 
land, 387  ;  protest  of  the  practitioners  of 
Surrev,   458 ;    st    Cambridge,  525  t   st 
Aylesbury,  ib. ;  meeting  of  the  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and    Surgeons    of  Glattow, 
-  353 ;  of  the  medical  profession,  of  Ulver- 
ston  and  Lonsdale,  ib. ;  petition  from  the 
•  eoun^  of  Hertford,  554;    protest  from 
East  Kent,  ib.;  meeting  at  Gloucester- 
shire,  854 ;  proceedings  of  the  Atsociation 
of   General    Practitioners   in  Medicine, 
Surgery,  and  Midwifery,  ib»|  meeting  of 
members  of  the    college   practising   in 
Hampshire,  682 ;  meeting  at  York,  848 ; 
protests   from  Manchester  and  Salford, 
848 ;   memorial  of  the  Woolwich  practi- 
tioners, 874 ;  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
.and  Blidland  Disiricu  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Association,  875. 
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Mulder,  Dr.  on  the  cbemiiti^  of  vegetable  Oxalic  acid,  Dr.  Letheby't  csee  of  peiaooing 

and  animaJ  phyidology,  roTiewed,  774.  by,  49. 

Munk,  Dr.  on  the  action  of  digitalis,  and  its  Oxalate  of  lime,  Dr.  Golding  Bird's  notice 

uses  in  diseases  of  the  heart,  257.  of  the  discovery  of  the,  in  the  orine  of  her- 
bivore, 49. 

N. 

P. 

Naphtha  in  phthisis,  remarks  on  the  em- 
ployment of,  by  *' An  Old  Practitioner,''  Peterson's,  Dr.  ease  of  inflammation  of  the 

545.  liver,  538  ;  on  the  structure  of  the  corpus 

Nerves,  Mr.  J.  W.  Earle  on  the  influence  of  lateom,  640. 

the,  on  secretion,  404,  51i^.  Peterson's,  Mr.  remarks  on  actise  of  uterine 

Nervous  system,  Mr.  J.  W.  Earle  on  the  hemorrhage,  47 ;  on  the  early  application 

import  of  tlie,  in  secretion  and  in  iiritabi-  of  the  child  to  the  breast,  811. 

lity,  S78.  Paracentesis  thoracis,  Dr.  Thorston's  suc- 

Nervous  system.  Dr.  Edward  Blackuore's  cessful  case  of,  431  • 

observations  upon    the  more  important  Paralysis,  curious  case  of,  related  by  Dr. 

diseases  of  the,  with  illustrative  cases.  Lion,  206. 

567,  569,  630,  671,  699,  7ft3,  760,  789,  Peacock,  Dr.  on  a  case  in  which  the  vena 

822,  855,  917, 954.  cava  inferior  was    obstructed  from   the 

Neuroses,  Dr.  Pidduck  on  the  periodicity  of,  commencement  of  the  common  iliac  atte- 

556.  ries,  267. 

Nevins,  Mr.  on  the  best  method  of  finding  Pectoral  disease.  Dr.  T.  Ogier  Ward's  case 

the  specific  gravity  of  powders,  226.  of,  148. 

Newnham,  Mr.  on  human  magnetism,  re-  Pericarditis,  Dr.  SomerviHeSeott  Alison  on, 

viewed,  777.  a  complication  and  sequela  of   scarlatina, 

Norblad's,  Mr.  E.  W.  account  of  the  post-  with  cases  and  observations,  864. 

mortem  examination  of  Sarah  Hart,  al-  Pericarditis,  Dr.  Alison  on  the  occurrence 

leged  to  have  been  poisoned  at  Salt  Hill,  of,  in  scarlet  fever,  728. 

518.  Peschei's,  Mr.  elements  of  physic,  reviewed , 

737. 
Phillips,  Mr.  Benjamin,   case  of  lock-jaw 

O.  treated  bv,  433. 

Phthisis,  tubercular.  Dr.  Hocken's  practical 

remarks  on  the  value  of  the  operation  of 

Oath  taken  by  members  of  the  Royal  College  perforating  the  wall  of  the  chest  for  the 

of  surgeons,  941.  relief  or  cure  of,  481. 

Qildema  of  the  glottis,  Mr.  Heniy  Stanhope  Phthisis,  remarks  on  the  employment    of 

lUitagworth's  case  of,  731.  naphtha  in,  by  "An  Old  Practitioner," 

Ophthalmitis,  phlegmonous  and  phlebitic,  543. 

Dr.  Mackensie's  notes  of  a  lecture  on.  Phthisis  in  Cetacea,  879. 

593.  Physicians,  registered,  on  the  right  of,  to 

Opium  a  haxardous  remedy  in  strangulated  practise  in  London  under  the  new  bill, 

hernia,  781.  7-50. 

Opium,  Dr.  Letheby  on  a  case  of  poisoning  Physical  Society  of  Guy's  Hospital,  pro- 

by,  247.  ceedingsof  the  ^— The  ^resident's  address, 

Ortbopoedio  institution,  note  from  the  Se-  ib.;  Mr.  Wilkinson  King  on  the  capillary 

cretary  of  the,  334.  circulation  of  the  face  and  head,  ib. ;  Mr. 

Our  new  volume,  remarks    on  the  com-  Cole  on  a  case  in  which  a  foreign  body 

mencement  of.  26.  was  impacted  in  the  throat,  127  ;   Mr. 

Ova,  the  periodical  maturation  and  extra-  Streeter   on    the    nature    and    seat    of 

sion  of,  independently  of  coitus,  in  mam-  hooping-cough,  205  ;    Dr.  Barlow  on  the 

malia  and  man,  proved  to  be  the  primary  depuration  of  the  blood,  259 ;  Mr.  Key's 

condition  to  their  propagation,  Mr.  Henry  case  of  aneurism  of  the  right  subclavian 

Smith's  translation  of  Bischoff's  paper  on,  artery,  334. 

443,  503,  694, 951.  Physician,  Professor  Hufeland  on  the  rela- 

Ovaria,  diseased.  Dr.  Ephraim  McDowell's  tions  of  the,  543,  580. 

cases  of  extirpation  of,  744.  Pidduck,  Dr.  on  the  periodicity  of  neuroses. 

Ovarian  dropsy,  Dr.  Lambrecht's  case  of,  556. 

discharging  itself  by  the  umbilicus,  303.  Points  of  practice,  by  Dr.  A,  L.  Wigan,  224. 

Ovarian  diseases,  Dr.  S.  J.  Jeaffreson  on  the  Poisoning,   Dr.   Letbeby's   case    of,    with 

pathology  and  treatment  of,  4*1,  80,  102.  oxalic  acid,  49. 
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Poisoning  with  mortar  or  quicklime,  64. 
Poisoning  with  radix  sambuci,  96. 
Poisoning,  alleged  case  of,  at  Salt  Hill,  Mr. 
E.  W.  Nordblad's  account  of  the  post- 
mortem examination  of  the  body,  518. 
Poisoning  by  arsenic.  Dr.  Krafft's  case  of, 
treated  with  hydrated  oxide  of  iron,  750. 
Poisoniog  by  bread  containing  ergot  of  rye, 

877. 
Poisoning  by  carbonate  of  lead,  Mr.  John 

Snow's  case  of,  948. 
Poisoning  by  sulphuric  acid,  case  of,  876. 
Poisonine,  case  of,  by  prussic  acid,  commu- 
nicated by  Mr.  Hicks  and  Mr.  Water- 
worth,  893. 
Polar  expedition,  the  new :  the  Admiralty's 

treatment  of  their  medical  oflBcers,  583. 
Polypus  of  the  bladder.  Dr.  Thienemann*8 

case  of  ligature  of  the,  175. 
Pooley's,  Mr.  case  of  poisoning  by  hydro- 
cyanic acid,  859. 
Poor,  Dr.  Somerville  ^ott  Alison  on  the 

state  of  the,  in  Scotland,  310. 
Porter's,  Dr.  case. of  temporary  protrusion  of 
the  eyeball,    with  loss  of    vision,   from 
rheumatic  inflammation  following  scarla- 
tina, 704. 
Porter,  Mr.  on  the  treatment  of  district  me- 
dical oflScers  by  Boards  of  Guardians,  734. 
Powders,  Mr.  Nevins  on  the  best  method  of 

finding  the  specific  gravity  of,  926. 
Practitioners  of  medicine,  editorial  observa- 
tions on  the  duties  of  the  state  in  reference 
to,  490. 
Pregnancy,  Dr.   Lee  on   the  value  of  the 

corpus  luteum  as  a  test  of.  150. 
Prisons,  Dr.  W.  Baly  on  the  mortality  in, 
and  the  diseases  most  frequently  fatal  to 
prisoners,  740. 
Prussic  acid,  case  of  poisoning  by,  com- 
mnnicated  by  Mr.  Hicks  and  Mr.  Water- 
worth,  893. 
Purpura  hemorrhagica,  Mr.  Henry  Smith  on 

the  treatment  of,  559. 
Pus-cells,  Mr.  Addison  on  the  tranformation 
of,  into  a  mucous  or  fibrous  tissue,  70, 

eso. 


Q. 


Quackery,  remarks  on  the  suppression  of, 

264. 
Quackery,  prime  obstacle  to  the  suppression 

of,  387,  494 ;  the  remedy  for,  considered, 

492. 
Quack  medicines,  advertisements  of,  296. 
Quain's,  Dr.  anatomy  of  the  arteries  of  the 

human  body,  reviewed,  586. 
Quarantine,  remarks  on,  as  applied  to  the 

prevention  of  the  plague,  by  M.  Aubert 

Roche,  879. 


Quicklimei  case  of  poisoning  by,  64. 
Quiescence  by  adhesion,  751. 


R. 


Radix  aamboci,  case  of  poisoning  by,  96. 
Radford's,  Mr.  lecture  on  the  application  of 
galvanism   to  the  treatment  of  biemor- 
rhage,  490. 
Rectus  femoris  muscle.  Dr.  Kobler's  case  of 

laceration  of  the,  303. 
Recruiting,  statistics  of,  in  the  districts  of 
Great  Britain  and  Irelaod,  daring  1844, 
550. 
Rees's,  Dr.  G.  O.  Gulstonian  lectures  deli- 
vered at  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians: 
—on  the  blood,  principally  in  regard  to 
its  physical  and  pathological  attributes, 
753, 826,  849. 
Registration  claases,  editorial  observations 

on  the  retrospective  effect  of  the,  868. 
Registration  under  Sir  James  Graham's  new 
bill,  correspondence  between  Mr.  Crad- 
dock  and  the  Home  Office,  813. 
Rehfeld,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  imperforate  hy- 
men, 462. 
Relaxed  rectum,  Dr.  Hunt  on  the,  332. 
Respiration,  Dr.  George  Kemp  on  the  theory 

of,  319. 
Resolutions  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and 
report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons 
of  Edinburgh  on  the  Medical  Bill,  edito- 
rial  observations  on  the,  201. 
Retroversion  of  the  womb.  Dr.  Helmuth's 
case  of,  in  the  unimpregnated  state,  747. 
Re-vaccinations,  results  of  the,  performed 
in  the  Prussian  Army  in  the  year  1843,461 . 
Rigg's,  Mr.  experiments  on  the  formation  or 
secretion  of  carbon  on  animals,  the  disap. 
pearance  of  hydrogen  and  oxygen,  and 
the  generation  of  beat  during  the  process, 
220. 
Roberts,  Dr.  on  a  case  of  ulceration  of  the 

duodenum,  t66. 
Royle,  Dr.  on  the  importance  of  the  study  of 

chemistry,  780. 
Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  pa- 
pers read  at  the  :— 
Mr.  Roberts  on  a  case  of  ulceration  of  the 

duodenum,  266. 
Dr.  Peacock  on  a  case  in  which  the  vena 
cava  inferior  was  obstructed  from  the 
commencement    of  the  common  iliac 
veins,  267. 
Mr.  Erasmus  Wilson  on  the  classification , 
structure,    and    development    of   the 
echinococcus  hominis,  268* 
Dr.  Hocken  on  a  case  of  immense  accu- 
mulation of  indurated  fasces  in  the  rec- 
tum, with  complete  suppression  of  the 
alvine  evacuations  for  a  month,  330. 
Dr.  Hunt's  observationif  on  the  relaxed 
rectum,  332. 
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Mr.  Fergnsson'fl  obieirationii  on  cleft  pa-  Spleen,  cane  of  luptare  of  the,  943. 

late,  and  on  Btapbylography,  S89.  Stafford,  Mr.  R.  A.  on  tetanus,  or  locked- 

Messra.  Greatrez  and   Ruaaeirs  caae  of  jaw,  and  its  treatment,  945. 

anenrism  of  tbe  popliteal  artery  cured  Su  Marylebone    Infirmary,  Mr.  Stafford's 

by  compression  of  tbe  femoral  artery,  report  of  surgical  cases  treated  in  tbe, 

554.  638. 

Dr.  Piddnck  on  tbe  periodicity  of  neu-  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  decision  of  tbe 

roses,  556.  Guardians    with  respect  to  the    Tacant 

Mr.  Tatnm's  three  cases  of  bard  circom-  surgeoney,  4?5. 

scribed  tumors  in  muscle,  disappearing  St.  Marylebione  Infinnaxy,  remarks  by  "  Phi- 

under  tbe  infloence  of  iodide  or  potas-  liatrus*'  on  tbe  propriety  of  tbe  detenni- 

sium,  591.  nation  to;  discontinue  gratuitous  medical 

Dr.  Gregory  on  tbe  variolous  epidemic  of  services,  528  ;  further  remarks,  by  **  Phi- 

1844,  617.  IdjusUtia/*  558. 

Mr.  Prescott  Hewett  on  eztravasation  of  Salerno,  account  of  a  visit  to,  31. 

blood  into  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid  Sanatorium,  the,  mesmerism  not  sanctioned 

membrane,  684.  nor  practised  by  an^  of  the  medical  gen- 
Mr.  Gulliver  on  the  formation  of  tbe  baffy  tlemen  conn<>cted  with  the  institution,  495. 

coat  of  the  blood,  687.  Scarlet-fover,  Dr.  Alison  on  the  occunence 

Dr.  Baly  on  tbe  mortality  in  prisons,  and  of  pericarditis  in  cases  of,  728.    ^ 

the  diseases  most  frequently  fatal   to  Scapula,   Dr.  Lambrecbt*s  case  of  necroais 

prisoners,  740.  of  the,  240.          ^ 

Notice  of  Mr.  Macilwain's  address  at  the  8choenlein*Sy  Dr.  clinical  lectures,  review 

aoniversary  meeting,  744.  of,  866. 

List  of  the  officers  for  1845-6,  ib.  Scbollmeyer's,   Dr.  ease  of   poisoning  by 

Mr.  Stanley  on  the  pulsatory  tumors  of  radix  sambuci,  96. 

bone,  806.  Schools  for  the  sons  of  medical  men,  edito- 

Tbe  President's  address,  808.  rial  observations  on  the  proposal  for  the 

Mr.  Rainey  on  the  minute  stmcture  of  the  establishment  of,  523« 

Inngs,  and  the  formation  of  pulmonaiy  Science  and  practice,  Mr.  J.  W.  Earle  on 

tubercle,  871.  the  distinction  between,  78. 

Dr.  Davy  on  tbe  colostrum  of  the  cow,  933,  Secretion,  Mr.  J.  W.  Earle  on  the  influence 

Mr.  Evans'scase  of  obstioction  of  the  large  of  the  nerves  on,  404, 5l2. 

intestine,  934.  Serous  membranes.  Dr.  Willis  on  the  import 

Roval  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  gen-  and  office  of  the,  767. 

tlemen  admitted  members  of  tbe,  3t,  64,  Sewers,  cess- pools,  &c.  M.  Siret's  disinfec- 

176,  «08,  972,  368,  464,  592,  6^6,  688,  tant  for,  176. 

784,  880,  912,  944,  976.  Shoulder-joiot,  Mr.  CoIIier*s  case  of  accident 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England,  list  to  the,  925. 

of  members  admitted  to  tbe  Fellowship  on  Skin,  M.  Fourcault  on  the  functions  of  tbe, 

the  24th  of  December,  after  passing  the  462. 

required  eiamination,  560.  Small-poz,  susceptibility  to,  after  vaocina- 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  reply  of  tbe,  to  tion,  461. 

the  National  Association  of  practitioners  Small-poz,  malignant  or  hemotrhagic.  Dr. 

in  medicine,  surgery,  and  midwifery,  905.  John  Snow's  case  of,  586. 

Royal  Colleee  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  tbe  Smee's,  Mr.  case  of  copper-coloured  sypbi- 

romonr  of  an  intention  to  dispose  of  tbe  litic  eruption  affecting  the  conjunctiva, 

maseum  contradicted,  425,  495.  347. 

Royal  College  of  Physicians,  proposed  char.  Smee,  Mr.  Alfred,  on  vessels  in  fat  smaller 

ter  of  the,  statement  regarding  the  licen-  than  tbe  capillaries,  874. 

tiates  extra  urbem,  909.  Smith's,  Mr.  Henry,  translator  of  a  memoir 

Royal  Society,  last  soiree  of  the,  for  tbe  by  Professor  Bischoff,  on  the  periodical 

season,  910.  maturation  and  extrusion  of  ova,  inde- 

Rumoored  changes  relative  to  the  College  of  penJently  of  .coitus,  proving  it  to  be  the 

Surgeons,  e£torial  observations  on  the,  primary  condition  to  tbeir  propagation, 

551.  443,  506,694.  96t. 

Rupture  of  the  liver,  Mr.  Kingdom  on  a  Smith's,  Mr,  William,  case  of  abscess  in  tbe 

case  of,  879.  abdominal  muscles,  and  diseased  pubio 

bones,  517. 

S,  Smith,  Mr.  Henry,  on  the  treatment  of  pur- 
pura hs^morrhagica,  559. 

Sap;es-femmes  in  Paris,  regulations  respect-  Snow*s,  Mr.  John,  case  of  acute  poisoning 

ing,  877.        *  by  carbonate  of  lend,  248. 

Saunders,Mi.oB  ihe  tieatmentof  tooth-ache.  Snow's,  Dr.  case  of  malignant  or  hemor- 

975«    .            ^  rhagic  small-poz,  586. 
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Snow,  Dr.  John,  od  pericntdttit  after  scarlet 

fever,  728. 
Society  and  the  Doctors,  559. 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  laudation  of  the, 

bv  country  practitioners,  55. 
Society  of  Apothecaries,  editorial  observa- 
tions on  the  address  of  the  Society^ of, 

8S4. 
Socriety  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans 

of  medical  men,  changes  of  the  oiBoers  for 

the,  1S8. 
Society  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans 

of  medical  men,  half-yearly  meeting  of  the, 

2f05. 
Solly,  Mr.  on  the  protective  apparalns  of 

the  brain  and  spinal  cord  in  man  and 

animals,  936. 
Solly's,  Mr.  contributions  to  the  pathology  of 

the  brain,  245^  on  diseases  of  the  spme, 

6t5, 689. 
Soclby,  Mr.  George,  on  the  importance  of 

duly  qualified  chemists  and  druggists  to 

the  profession,  188. 
Stanley's,  Mr.  clinical  lectures  delivered  at 

St.  Banholomew's  Hospital : — 

Treatment  of  transverse  divisions  of  the 
larynx  and  trachea,  97. 

Subcutaneous  division  of  tendons,  96. 

Talipes  equinus  in  both  limbs  of  an  adult, 
from  rigidity  and  shortening  of  each 
tendo-achilles,  gradually  arising  without 
obvious  cause,  division  of  the  tendons, 
98. 

Eitreme  contraction  and  immobility  of  the 
knee-joints,  limited  motion  of  the  ankle- 
joints,  consequent  on  paraplegia — divi. 
don  of  the  ham-strings,  and  tendo« 
aehilles  in  each  limb,  ^. 

Compound  dislocation  of  the  last  joint  of 
the  thumb,  of  the  obstacle  to  its  reduc- 
tion, 100. 

Subcutaneous  encysted  tumor,  containing 
the  scephalocyst  hydatid,  echinococcns, 
iOt. 

Diagnosis  of  fracture,  273. 

Adjustment  of  fractures,  274. 

Fractured  ends  of  the  bone  impacted 
together  the  obstacle  to  adjustment,  275* 

Fracture  of  a  bone  in  two  places  the  ob« 
stacle  to  adjustment,  275. 

Displacement  of  a  tendon  or  muscle  the 
obstacle  to  adjustment,  275. 

End  of  the  bone  impacted  in  the  substance 
of  an  adjacent  muscle  the  obstacle  to 
adjustment,  275. 

Inordinate  action  of  the  muscles  on  one 
side  of  the  limb,  consequent  on  the  la- 
ceration of  those  on  the  opposite  side, 
their  antagonists,  displacing  the  frac- 
tured bone,  and  constituting  an  insu- 
perable obstacle  to  iu  sdjustment,  276. 

Treatment  of  fractures  which  are  slow  of 
union,  276. 

Influence  of  the  action  of  the  muscles 
around  the  slowly  uniting  fracture,  276 
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